
   KFIR 2nd QTR 2019 Public Issues 

 

Studded tire should be removed from Oregon and Washington drivers as of March 31st 2019.  All 
vehicles as of today must have removed their studded tires.  Make sure to check your vehicle.  The 
warm spring weather means no extension likely this year.  If you are required to travel in a higher 
elevation options for stud less snow tires are acceptable thought the spring.   

 

Drivers who do not comply can be charged with a Class C traffic violation with Fees ranging from $136 to 
$200. 

 

Aired on 4/1/19 for 55 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

 

The projected Oregon “kicker” tax rebate is estimated to decrease by $108 million under a bill passed 
through the Democrats in the State senate.  Individual s would see an estimated 14.5% reduction to 
their kicker rebate when they file taxes in 2020 if current revenue stays the same. 

Aired on 4/3/19 for 42 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

 

A senate panel voted 4-1 which will bring a full vote if Oregon should join the National Voter Interstate 
Compact.  The agreement would state the all electoral votes would be awarded to whoever wins the 
popular vote.  The agreement would only go into effect only if enough states join to reach 270 electoral 
votes which is the amount needed to become president.   

 

 

Aired on 4/4/19 for 40 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 



This season winter storms have caused thousands of trees to fall and the Willamette National Forest will 
be allowing up to 12 cords of wood per household to be picked up.  The increased amount allowed per 
individual and household should help to collect downed wood that could later become fuel for fires.   

$20 will allow you to pickup two cords of wood which is about an average pickup truck size.  Personal 
use will have a 2 cord minimum and a 12 cord maximum per household per year.  Commercial 
requirements are slightly higher with a 5 cord minimum and a 20 cord maximum.   

 

Aired on 4/5/19 for 77 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

 

The Oregon Senate has voted and approved abolishing the yearly time change and stay on the current 
time year round (Daylight Savings Time).  The vote by lawmakers was 23-4 to no longer return to 
standard time in the fall.  Governor Kate Brown has shown support for the permanent daylight savings 
times changed and the measure will go to the house. 

 

Aired on 4/5/19 for 45 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

 

Oregon’s plastic bag ban  will be up for a vote on the house floor.  HB209 would ban single use plastic 
bags and impose a 5 cent fee on single use paper bags.  The bill has changed and been reduced to a 5 
cent charge from a 10 cent charge initially and would also apply to restaurants.  Cities and counties 
would not be allowed to impose stricter regulations  however, cities with existing regulations could keep 
them in place.   

 

Meat and vegetable bags would not be effected and state food benefit cards or nutrion vouchers 
holders would be provided for free.   

 

Aired on 4/8/19 for 110 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 



ODOT officials have closed Highway 34 in and out of Corvallis until further notice.  Flood waters are not 
yet at the highest expected levels at this time and the highway is already completely covered.   

Highway 58 is now re-opened after several landslides had close the area.  ODOT is asking drivers to be 
aware since the hillsides are still wert with the rain and more dirt and tress could move.  Drivers should 
except delays and stops.    

 

Aired on 4/10/19 for 58 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

 

Oregon lawmakers are discussing a $2 per pack increase for cigarettes with House bill 2270.  The 
proposal would also include a formula to tax electronic cigarettes.  Tobacco use is in the number one 
cause of preventable death and this tax would be an effective way to keep young people from smoking.  
The tax would generate an estimated $173 million in new revenue each year.  The money would go to 
Medicaid  and fund tobacco prevention programs.   

 

Aired on 4/11/19 for 49 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

Highway 34 was opened by ODOT Friday morning as the water levels continue to recede.  Two 
westbound lanes are open and one eastbound lane.  Delays are to be expected according to ODOT and 
drivers should watch for cleanup crews.  Substantial damage to road shoulders and extensive cleanup.  
Intial damage estimate of over $55,000. 

 

Aired on 4/12/19 for 40 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

 

 



Governor Kate Brown issued an executive order to establish the Child Welfare Oversight Board to come 
up with solutions to the states foster care system.  DHS faces a federal law suit over the alleged 
mismanagement of 7.500 foster children in its care.  The lawsuit claims foster children are moved 
between shelters and refurbished jail cells due to lack of facilities.   

 

Aired on 4/19/19 for 32 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

Snowstorms in February are estimated to have caused more than $17 million in Lane County’s 
infrastructure.  Utility companies suffered the most damage around $14 million and debris and 
emergency services were also included.  FEMA was requested for assistance but will only be approved if 
the president approves.  If approved the FEMA funds would cover around 75% of the total cost.   

 

Aired on 4/26/19 for 40 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

The Oregon house approved the plastic bag ban on Thursday by a vote of 42-18.  Large retailers and 
grocery stores would be prohibited from offering plastic checkout bags.  Store would be allowed to offer 
recycled paper bags and reusable plastic bags for a 5 cent fee.   

 

Aired on 4/26/19 for 30 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

 

Marijuana production levels will be frozen for the next 2 years after an 18-10 lawmaker vote.  No new 
licenses will be issued to growers but current growers will be able to renew their licenses.  According to 
reports the state has enough marijuana to supply 6.5 years of the drug in the state.  This glut of product 
has caused the price to plummet.   

 

Aired on 4/30/19 for 35 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 



Sweet Home Police Department safety and Crime Prevention Fair.  Free event open to the public 
offering Free Bike Helmets, Bike registrations, gun locks, document shredding, hot dogs and drinks.  
Child ID kits and Water Safety offered by the state, county and local police services.   

 

Aired May 5th through June 19th at various times throughout the day. 

 

 

The National Interagency Fire Centers announced this summer could be another busy season for 
wildfires on the west coast of the United States.  Heavy crop of grasses and fire fuels will present risk as 
they dry in the summer. Cascade Range and the Okanogan region could be looking at a significant risk 
due to a moderate drought.   

 

Aired May 2nd through May 15th at various newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

Juvenile offenders sentences were changed by a new reversal of a 1994 Ballot measure 11 set 
mandatory sentences for serious crimes.  Young offenders aren’t sentenced to life without parole and 
allows for pathways to early release.  After serving half of their sentences new rules would allow for 
defendants to secure early release.  Critics argue that the changes should be up to the voters since 
voters approved the original 1994 ballot measure.   

 

Aired May 2nd through May 15th at various newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

Large winter storms  have created numerous trees that have fallen and road clearances issues keeping 
Forest Services busier.  Any prescribed fire planned for this spring to fall or next spring. 

Aired May 2nd through May 15th at various newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 



Lane County Sheriff’s Office Marine Patrol is warning boaters and anyone in Lane County Rivers of 
changes and debris due to the flooding that occurred in early April.  Many of the items were moved due 
to the abnormal high waters in the rivers over the past months.  Community members are asked to 
report new obstructions.   

Aired May 2nd through May 30th at various newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

Cougar sighting at Mt. Hood community College was reported and the school sent out texts and emails 
to inform students.  ODFW says the cougar is not considered a public safety risk at this time djue to 
being spotted but no missing animals reported or dead.  If you see the cougar contact ODFW by calling 
911. 

 

Aired May 16th through May 31th at various newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Oregon state Police and the Lane County Sheriff’s office were called to a report of a burglary involving 
33 guns and two cars from a property outside of Oakridge.  A 2015 White GMC Yukon Denali and a Ford 
F-350 King Cab brown and white in color were the vehicles listed.  Both vehicles have a Vietnam War 
Campaign ribbon bumper sticker.   

 

Aired through May 2019 on various newscast throughout the day. 

 

 

Starting May 15th a temporary ban ending camping on the islands of the Willamette River in Eugene goes 
into effect.  State leaders would like to make the ban permeant to combat homeless camping.  
Ownership of the islands was under dispute between the State and City until discovered that they fall 
under state control.  Eugene City parks division cleaned 44 homeless camps on the islands between jan 
1st 2017 and July 18th 2018.   

 

Aired May 16th through May 31th at various newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Oregon Veteran’s Homes Veteran Care Centers of Oregon PSA June to July. 


