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The Statesman Journal reports that products containing pseudoephedrine are now 

available in Oregon without a prescription, the result of a law the Oregon Legislature 

passed in 2021 that went into effect Jan. 1. Oregon and Mississippi were the only two 

states requiring a prescription for products such as Sudafed until their respective 

legislative sessions last year.  

Instead of needing a prescription, pseudoephedrine products will be available for 

purchase to people who are at least 18 years old and have a valid ID. People shouldn’t 

be asked to visit a doctor to obtain a prescription for common cold medicine, especially 

when Oregon is the only state requiring a prescription, former representative Bill Post 

said.  Proponents said the change could lower some health care costs and would 

remove unnecessary barriers to basic care. 

 Aired on 1/3/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregon's weather is expected to return to more normal patterns over the coming week, 

but that doesn't mean it's settling down.  While temperatures will warm from the recent 

freeze, heavy rain and mountain snow are projected for the next week, bringing the 

potential for minor flooding at lower elevations, while Cascade Mountain passes 

become nearly impassable ending Tuesday.  

High winds were expected for Sunday evening, both in the Willamette Valley (20 to 30 

mph) and on the Oregon Coast (35 to 45). The rainfall totals of two to four inches in the 

Willamette Valley, and upwards of five to eight inches in the Coast Range and Cascade 

Foothills will push some creeks and rivers toward and above their banks over the 

coming week, according to the National Weather Service.  

But so far, only streams that often overflow are projected to see flooding 

Aired on 1/4/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Public defenders representing impoverished clients in Oregon will no longer pay 

district attorney’s offices, to access discovery evidence. For years, prosecutors have 

charged public defenders for material relevant to a criminal case against defendants too 

poor to pay. 

Over objections from district attorneys, the Office of Public Defense Services announced 

it would stop paying the fees on Jan. 1st. Executive Director, Stephen Singer estimated 

OPDS has paid up to $6 million per biennium in discovery to DA offices statewide. 



District attorneys have objected to the policy change with prosecutorial resources 

already stretched, due to widespread court closures creating historic backlogs during 

covid.  The DA association asked this action to be delayed until brought to the  2022 

legislature. 

Aired on 1/5/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

All of western Oregon will be under a flood watch beginning Thursday morning, 

forecasters say. The warning area, which stretches from Cave Junction to Astoria and as 

far inland as Portland, Salem, and Eugene, is from 4 a.m. Thursday until 6 p.m. Friday. 

Portland’s National Weather Service meteorologist John Bum-gardner said, we’re  

going to get a lot more rain with heavier rain that was on Wednesday but goes through 

Friday. Forecasters predict at least 1.2 inches of rain falling throughout the flood watch, 

though Bum-gardner said precipitation could surpass 2.5 inches in certain areas. The 

heaviest rain will fall on the northern Oregon coast, Coast Range mountains, and in 

southern Washington. The northern Willamette Valley may get slightly less rain but it is 

still under a flood watch warning. 

Aired on 1/6/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Downtown Salem is taking on some new looks.  The Statesman Journal reports that the 

Central City Apartments is expected to add 157 rental units to the growing number of 

downtown homes at the former Nordstrom site. at Center and Liberty streets. 

Demolition of the 60,000-square-foot department store, which has been vacant since 

2018, could begin as soon as February, said Steve Deacon, manager of Deacon 

Development LLC. Construction is set to begin in May and take about 16 months. 

After being sold in 2019, developers floated the idea of using the sprawling site as 

mixed-use or office space. They explored using the site for higher education, 

entertainment, retail, and fitness.  He said, but when COVID hit, all of those ideas sort 

of went away and that's when multifamily usage came into play. 

Aired on 1/7/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Portland Business Journal reports that in the recent session, Oregon Legislature passed, 

and Gov. Kate signed into law, Senate Bill 169 – a bill which continues to erode the 

protections of noncompetition agreements for employers. Noncompetition agreements 

prohibit employees, for a period of time from engaging in activity that competes with 

the former employer or working for a competitor. 



Now the law makes the noncompliant agreements are void. Meaning an employee does 

not have to take action when the employer tries to enforce the agreement, to have it 

declared unenforceable. Further, the law shortens the permitted noncompetition period 

from 18 months to one year. Lastly, the law, the legislators determined, now says the  

employee must make to be bound by noncompetition agreements is $97 thousand 

dollars per year. 

Aired on 1/11/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

One of Gov. Kate’s policy advisers will oversee the spending of more than $5 billion 

dollars in federal infrastructure money in Oregon, over the next five years, Gov Kate 

announced Friday. 

Yachats News reports that the White House earlier this week asked each state to 

appoint a high-level employee to coordinate with the federal government and various 

state and local agencies that stand to receive money for transportation, broadband, and 

water needs under the $1.2 trillion dollar federal infrastructure law passed last fall. 

Gov Kate picked Leah Horner, with a master’s degree in economic development, who 

now works as her policy adviser on jobs and the economy and is her director of regional 

solutions. Horner will convene a group, the state infrastructure cabinet, to coordinate 

agencies receiving federal funds, according to the governor’s office.  

Aired on 1/11/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

A Clackamas-based meat distribution company is recalling more than 28,300 pounds of 

ground beef products that may be contaminated with E. coli. The raw ground beef 

products from Interstate Meat Distributors, Inc. was produced on Dec. 20, 2021, and 

shipped to Oregon, California, Washington, and other Western states, according to the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection Service.  

The recalled products have establishment number “EST. 965” inside the USDA mark of 

inspection or printed next to the time stamp and use or freeze by date. The recalled 

products and their labels can be found in grocery stores including WinCo, Walmart, 

Kroger and Albertsons.  

Aired on 1/12/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Statesman Journal reports that students in Salem-Keizer Public Schools will not have 

classes this Friday due to increasing staff illness and shortages. 



In a letter sent to families Tuesday, district officials said they have been monitoring the 

impact of the covid omicron variant and are experiencing staffing shortages and seeing 

higher than average student absences. Even though omicron is behaving like a flu. 

According to the district's COVID-19 dashboard, for the week of Jan. 8, Salem-Keizer 

reported 91 students and staff with confirmed cases of covid districtwide, as well as 126 

who were identified as close contacts to a positive case, out of approximately 42,000 

students. They wrote families, that they had reached a crisis-level staffing shortage. 

And that they hoped by quarantining through Monday’s holiday people would return 

Tuesday. 

Aired on 1/13/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

KGW reports that the human resources chief of Portland Public Schools last week 

accused teachers of coordinating sick calls to shut down schools. At least eight were 

moved to remote learning temporarily. 

The email, which was sent Wednesday afternoon to all teachers, says in part, they were 

getting regular reports of educators being asked by colleagues to call-in sick to close 

schools. They said it deprived students of in-person learning and detracted from 

educators to take leave for COVID or other legitimate reasons. And said it’s unlawful to 

participate in any sort of coordinated action to be absent for anything, other than a 

legitimate reason under District policy. 

The PPS teachers' union responded Thursday, saying the HR email was off-base, 

demoralizing to all educators, and an insult to our profession. 

Aired on 1/17/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregon Housing and Community Services (OHCS) will begin accepting new 

applications for the emergency rental assistance program starting on Jan. 26. The 

program was paused in early December due to "dwindling funding and the need to 

make system improvements from their news release. 

OHCS did not give a specific deadline but said the program will run for three to five 

weeks. 

Households with the most need will have priority and application selection will not be 

based on a first-come, first-served basis. They’ll first process applications received 

before the program paused last month, and then process applications received starting 

Jan. 26. The agency believes it has the funding to pay between 6,700-9,300 additional 

applicants. Tenants should apply right away for rental assistance. 



Aired on 1/17/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

A poll released this week by SurveyUSA, a top-rated pollster, asked 1068 voters in the 

Valley and on the Coast if counties in eastern and southern Oregon vote to leave 

Oregon and become part of Idaho, do you think the state of Oregon should allow it? 

After reading the advantages and disadvantages of moving the border, those in favor 

outnumbered the number opposed. 

16% were undecided, 46% in favor, and 37% opposed.  Of those who decided, 55% were 

in favor.  The idea garnered more support than opposition among both college 

graduates and high school graduates, and in every region of northwestern Oregon: 

metro, mid Valley, south Valley & mid Coast, and  North Coast. The idea received more 

support than opposition among conservatives, moderates, and very liberal voters. 

Aired on 1/19/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Democrat Herald reported that a heated round of public comments started with a 

request to wear masks and devolved into accusations from audience members leading 

Lebanon Community Schools officials to cut off a recent school board meeting less than 

15 minutes in.  

The Jan. 13 meeting’s agenda featured a presentation on the coming $20 million dollar 

school facilities bond, and a school health center, among other items. A community 

member took issue with school-based health centers with their controversial birth 

control, hormone therapy, invasive exams, and abortion referrals.  

During the commotion, audience complaints escalated, requesting refraining from any 

vote regarding school-based health centers before a town hall discussion can be held. 

Superintendent Yates said, the January agenda will be stacked onto February's. 

Aired on 1/21/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

OPB reports that Americans have been going to their local pharmacy for more than just 

prescriptions during the pandemic. But retail pharmacies, big and small, are closing 

their doors. And these closures are straining small towns in rural areas where options 

were already limited. 

Last year, the Pacific Northwest retailer Bi-Mart announced it was getting out of the 

pharmacy business, closing nearly 60 pharmacy counters in three states. Many in rural 

areas. Bi-Mart's spokesman Don Leber says there are several factors that went into the 

decision to close its pharmacies. He says one big issue affecting pharmacies are the  

increasing fees, from middlemen between pharmacies and insurance companies.  



According to report by the CMS these middlemen have increased their fees for 

Medicare plans by more than 91,000%. 

Aired on 1/24/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregon Business Report, says Oregon property owners eager for relief after struggling 

without rental income during covid are stymied again by incorrect federal rental 

assistance relief checks. The Oregon Housing and Community Services issued $222 

million dollars, but some checks listed bad information for the landlords and properties, 

so the checks couldn’t be cashed. 

The agency works with a third party, Public Partnership LLC, to issue checks to people 

in need. The incorrect checks ranging from $4,000 to $11,000, dollars left the landlords 

without relief. 

Lauren Dressen of the Oregon Emergency Rental Assistance Program said it has now 

changed its process for issuing the rental relief checks, to collaborate more closely with 

property owners throughout the process, so the checks arrive at the right place listing 

accurate information. 

Aired on 1/26/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

OregonLive reports that the Oregon Legislature will again consider giving the state’s 

drivers the option to pump their own gas. House Bill 4151, filed ahead of the legislative 

session that begins Feb. 1st, would allow gas stations to offer self-service pumps 

alongside pumps staffed by a station attendant. 

Oregon is one of only two states in the U.S. that don’t allow self-service gas pumps, 

although they allowed it for a few months in 20 20 at the beginning of covid. 

Gas station owners and legislators sponsoring the bill said with workforce shortages, 

overworked attendants, leaves some stations struggling to remain open to comply with 

attendant requirements. Proponents say the bill preserves the availability of assistance 

and requires gas prices to remain the same regardless, if customer or attendant pumps. 

Aired on 1/27/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

In a Press Release, Monday, Linn County discovered that a number of its computers 

were infected with ransomware. Linn County’s IT Department shut down all affected 

computer systems immediately to minimize spreading of the ransomware. 

Currently, Linn County’s website is down, and several systems are offline affecting the 

ability to provide services to the public. Linn County is consulting with state, federal, 



and private resources to respond to the incident as quickly as possible and get systems 

back online. Individual Linn County departments can be contacted via telephone. 

The Linn County Sheriff’s Office and the Health Services Department are not affected 

by this incident. However, some Health Services systems have been shut down as a 

precaution. At this time, there is no evidence that any public or employee personal data 

has been compromised. 

Aired on 1/28/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregon has spent how much money over the past twenty years on preventing drug and 

alcohol addiction? Yet, Oregon ranks second to the bottom in the country for substance 

abuse, according to new numbers from a survey from the Substance Abuse and Mental 

Health Services Administration. 

KOIN News reports the Oregon Recovers data, compares 2020 to 2019. According to the 

survey, nearly one in five Oregonians struggle with addiction. The state also fell to 50th 

in access to treatment with 18% of Oregonians needing but not receiving treatment. 

Oregon ranks first in the country for both opioid and meth misuse. Meth usage 

skyrocketed seeing a 53% increase from 2019, according to the survey. State officials 

said between 2019 and 2020, alcohol-related deaths had increased 73% and drug 

overdoses had increased 39%. 

Aired on 1/28/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Two residents of Boring were killed in the airplane crash at the Salem Municipal 

Airport on Saturday. They were identified as Daniel and Cynthia McKenna, ages 66 and 

61, respectively. Cyndi McKenna owned the Cool Printing and Graphic print shop in 

Sandy. 

FAA and NTS personnel conducted an initial investigation. They said that Daniel 

McKenna was piloting, apparently practicing takeoffs and landings, and he made no 

emergency call to the tower before the crash, during good flying conditions in clear 

weather. Salem police and fire departments were dispatched. When they arrived, they 

located the single aircraft that had crashed near the end of a runway. Initial witness 

statements indicated the plane had been attempting to land when the crash occurred. 

Both occupants of the plane were declared deceased at the scene. 

Aired on 2/01/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 



The Democrat Herald reports that the DEA is seeking to take over a 5-acre, Lebanon 

property after suspecting the owners of illegally growing nearly $10 million worth of 

marijuana. Cai Fen Pan and Ying Xiu Ye are accused of running an illegal cannabis 

operation out of their Lebanon home, according to a court document filed Jan. 25.  

On Nov. 16, 2020, a Linn County Sheriff’s Office deputy was dispatched to the Lebanon 

to investigate a potentially illegal marijuana grow. After a visual inspection showing 

multiple rooms full of marijuana plants, heat lamps, and ventilation systems Ye said the 

couple only gave away the marijuana to friends, nor did they have an OLCC license. 

But after obtaining a search warrant they seized marijuana plants estimated at 9.8 

million dollars. 

Aired on 2/02/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

In a press release Representative Shelly Boshart Davis (R-Albany) and Representative 

Sheri Schouten (D-Beaverton) are re-introducing legislation to expand stronger 

employee protections to include hospital workers.  

HB 4142 expands the crime of assault in the third degree for someone who 

intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causes physical injury to a person working in a 

hospital while performing their official duties. Current law is neither strong enough, 

nor provides justice for hospital workers if they are physically injured. 

Hospital workers have been overwhelmed by staffing shortages and insufficient bed 

capacity during covid, adding tensions that resulted in a physically hostile work 

environment while also providing patient care under increased stress.  

Aired on 2/02/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

In a press release this week Linn County Commissioners reviewed two bids for the 

former Willamette Industries mill site. One bid was $800,000 dollars from Sweet Home 

Real Estate Restorations, whose principal is Joshua Victor of Sweet Home, and $450,000 

dollars from Sweet Home Mill Site, whose principal is Scott Lepman of Albany. 

The property has a real market value of a little over $1.6 million dollars, but the 

minimum acceptable bid was set at approximately $406 thousand dollars. Adamec and 

County Attorney, Gene Karandy will review the bids and make a recommendation to 

the commissioners at their Feb. 8th meeting.   

The property includes about 150 acres. Linn County recently agreed to give the city of 

Sweet Home about three acres for possible development of a homeless encampment.  



Aired on 2/03/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Democrat Herald reports that after nearly two years preparing, Benton County 

commissioners are now locked into a tight timeline to build a new justice center. We’ve 

reached a point where it can no longer be business as usual, said Nick Kurth, Justice 

System Improvements Program project manager. He presented a timeline with several 

entries in red indicating they’re behind schedule. 

The milestones to hit include securing new courthouse funding agreement by month's 

end, already-late crisis center construction, hiring a market strategist and  

communication coordinator in March, requesting design consultant proposals in April, 

public polling in May, and public engagement in June. 

The overall justice system improvements could run up to $136 million dollars. County 

officials are planning a bond measure with only $23 million dollars in place. 

Aired on 2/03/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Survivors of the 2020 Labor Day forest fires in Santiam Canyon cities, reported 

breathing problems, health problems and struggles to find housing that still impacted 

them a year after the fires, according to an OSU community health study. 

Of the more than 100 residents of cities including Detroit, Gates, Lyons, Mill City and 

Idanha who participated in the survey from October to November, 55% reported 

having some or a lot of difficulty breathing, compared with 27% who reported they had 

breathing problems before the fires. 

Respondents to the survey reported they were still changing air filters in their houses 

every two weeks and that both they and their animals continue to experience health 

issues due to contamination from fires. The study said, the burning of buildings, and 

other materials releases potentially toxic chemicals. 

Aired on 2/04/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The OPB reported that last week the Oregon Health Authority did adopt the permanent 

rules requiring masks in school settings. The permanent rule replaces a temporary one 

that was set to expire on Jan. 28. 

OHA officials heard from people late last month speaking out against mask 

requirements in schools, with many asking that the decision be placed in the hands of 

local school districts. Covid does not recognize borders and Oregonians do travel 

between counties, wrote OHA. Regardless, Alsea District said mask are optional. 



But the statewide temporary indoor mask mandate is set to expire on February 8. OHA 

is still reviewing public comments on a proposed permanent indoor mask mandate and 

expects to publish a permanent rule in the coming weeks soon. 

Aired on 2/07/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Flushed with billions in federal cash now Oregon’s legislature thinks a sales tax is a 

good idea.  Malheur Enterprise reports that a luxury sales tax proposed by Rep. Brad 

Witt, D-Clatskanie, could fund a new program for low-income pregnant women and 

youth leaving foster care. 

House Bill 4079 would create a 3% sales tax on snowmobiles, handbags, jewelry, and 

firearms, among other items, over a certain price point. Oregon is one of five states with 

no sales tax, and voters have rejected attempts to impose sales taxes several times over 

the last few decades.  

Using children and women as the need, Witt said the tax would generate about $28 

million a year funding the Oregon Freedom Pilot Program, sunsetting in three years, 

with Oregon then officially becoming a sales tax state. 

Aired on 2/07/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Local entrepreneur and philanthropist Buzz Wheeler is handing the reins of Coastal 

Farm & Ranch to a Southern California-based investment firm. According to the 

Democrat Herald, under Wheeler's ownership, the store chain has grown from three 

locations in Albany, Woodburn, and Eugene to 20 across Oregon and Washington. 

Coastal employs some 1,100 people and sells everything from chicken feed to cowboy 

boots with the motto, Just What the Country Needs. 

Wheeler said in a news release that building Coastal Farm & Ranch into the company it 

is today has been one of the greatest accomplishments of his life, and he is proud of 

their support for Northwest communities. For decades, Wheeler has been one of the 

Willamette Valley's most visible philanthropists since moving to Oregon in 1990 now 

supporting several charities such as the Mid-Willamette YMCA. 

Aired on 2/07/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Omicron and resurgent inflation have Oregonians feeling as bad about their finances as 

they have at any time since the pandemic started. A new poll by Portland’s DHM 

Research, finds 63% say they are worried, or very worried, about their own financial 

situation. The highest level of negativity in DHM’s polling since 2014. 



The state’s unemployment rate, which hit an all-time high of 13% in April 2020, finished 

last year near a historic low of 4.1%. Meanwhile, Oregon’s average private-sector wage 

has climbed 15% since 2020 to $32 an hour, according to state data. 

Respondents top issue in this year’s gubernatorial election, Oregon’s cost of living, after 

the CAT tax and Gov Kate’s Cap and Trade added fees. 

Aired on 2/07/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregon legislators will hold a public hearing on a bill that would require a law 

enforcement officer to tell a driver they can refuse a search during a traffic stop and 

would prohibit them from pulling someone over based solely on a minor infraction. SB 

1510 makes reforms to how drivers interact with law enforcement, as well as parole and 

probation conditions.  

Officers would no longer pull drivers over, for broken headlights or license plate lights. 

Officers can ticket drivers for those equipment violations if the stop was initially made 

for another driving violation. Additionally, officers would have to ask consent to search 

a vehicle and get that consent in writing, or audio and video recordings. 

Aired on 2/09/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

A fire at Blue Ox RV Park in Albany displaced four families Monday, Feb. 7, according 

to a news release from Albany Fire Department. All residents at the park, escaped and 

no injuries were reported. The first alarm fire was reported at 4:51 a.m., according to 

AFD. 

By the time crews arrived, multiple travel trailers were fully involved in the fire. A total 

of 19 firefighters responded and got the fire under control by 5:15 a.m. 

Three of the travel trailers are a total loss, according to the news release, and the fourth 

trailer has significant exterior and smoke damage. Albany fire has reached out to each 

family and helped with access to the Red Cross. The fire is under investigation, but does 

not appear to be suspicious, according to AFD. 

Aired on 2/09/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Statesman Journal reports that following an investigation, Salem has issued a fine of 

over $138,000 dollars for the removal of more than 100 trees at a 30-acre property in 

south Salem. The city says half the trees were protected White Oaks. 

The fine was issued to the property owners, property manager and a local tree service 

regarding the property near 27th Avenue and Kuebler. The owners will be required to 



plant new trees, equal in value to the trees removed. There was some public speculation 

in December that the tree removal may have been fueled by proposed changes to 

Salem's tree laws, that expands restrictions on tree removal.  

Residents had fought plans to build a Costco Wholesale store on Kuebler Road where 

the tree removal was located kitty corner to Costco. 

Aired on 2/15/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

OregonLive reports that after two skiers died at Mt. Bachelor ski area Friday and 

Saturday, a helicopter was dispatched to the mountain Sunday morning on a medical 

emergency call, transporting a 64-year-old man to St. Charles in Bend.  

The skier who died on Friday was a 66-year-old man, and on Saturday, a 60-year-old 

man succumbed to his injuries after crashing on the mountain. While the exact 

circumstances and conditions that led to the fatal accidents are not currently available 

from official sources, others said on social media they believe the latest fatality could 

have occurred due to an exposed log, usually covered in snow, on the mountain. 

Mt. Bachelor said Sunday that high pressure and warm temperatures caused variable 

snow surface conditions and substantial icy patches were still very much present. 

Aired on 2/15/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

In a Linn County press release, they report that more than 24 people have received 

rental and utility assistance information through the Linn County Law Library since 

July, according to librarian Amber Boedigheimer. She said they hope that more people 

will continue to call for help with the Oregon Emergency Rental Assistance Program 

application, or other matters about landlord/tenant laws. 

She said the program informs on changes to landlord/tenant laws. Helps promote 

mediation by educating tenants and landlords about the process and how it may help 

them resolve their legal issues outside of court. Provide referrals to organizations that 

provide financial assistance for qualified landlords and tenants. Assist persons with the 

Oregon Emergency Rental Assistance Program’s application. And promote the use of 

the law library and the services they provide. 

Aired on 2/16/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

A proposal to require higher overtime wages for Oregon farmworkers will remain in 

play for the rest of the 2022 legislative session. The House Business and Labor 

Committee voted 7-4 to refer House Bill 4002 to the House Revenue Committee. 



According to the Capitol Press, the bill would phase in a requirement for farmers to pay 

workers time-and-a-half overtime wages, beginning with a weekly threshold of 55 

hours in 2023, falling to 40 hours by 2027. 

The committee also passed an amendment that increases the maximum tax credits  

farms may claim for overtime wages. Under the amendment, farmers with more than 25 

workers would qualify for refundable tax credits of 60% of the overtime amount when 

the statute kicks in next year. That rate would gradually fall, ending in 2028 at 15%. 

Aired on 2/16/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

A string of crimes committed under two hours culminated when a man entered a 

Corvallis home and attacked a woman in the shower, police say. Corvallis police said 

Garrett Caspino slipped into a house about 12:30 p.m. Saturday, opened a shower door 

and choked a woman against the bathroom wall as she tried to flee. The woman’s 

boyfriend awoke to her screams and chased Caspino from the home.  

Officers searched the neighborhood, found Caspino and arrested him on suspicion of 

attempted sexual abuse, burglary, and strangulation, court records show. Authorities 

said Caspino, 29, had been cited twice by police in the previous 90 minutes, but released 

because of covid protocols. Jailed in 2020, Caspino has been arrested a dozen times 

since 2018, and is now being held on 750K dollar bail. 

Aired on 2/18/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Democrat Herald reports, nearly five years after Linn County commissioners first 

pushed for state funds, proponents will have to wait a bit longer for a 40,000-container-

per-year, freight yard in Millersburg to open.  

Owners and operators of the Mid-Willamette Valley Intermodal Center say crews will 

finish construction of the cargo-switching facility in late 2022, about 10 months later 

than the planned early February opening. County spokesperson Alex Paul said crews 

will have dig and move some natural gas lines. 

The facility’s operators envision hydraulic lifts, a fleet of trucks, and a massive, boomed 

vehicle called a reach stacker, swapping out containers full of local straw and grass seed 

intending to lower emissions and make highways safer by putting some trucked cargo 

on rails. And less cost for grass growers. 

Aired on 2/21/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregon Taxpayer Association Foundation says that the gas prices have soared hitting a 

10-year record, with the highest on the West Coast than anywhere else in the nation. In 



Portland, motorists soon may see the city’s second-highest price for fuel ever. In 2012, 

the cost of gas was $4.04 a gallon in Portland. The highest price ever occurred in 2008, 

during the Great Recession, when it reached $4.27 a gallon. 

Triple A reported that nationally, blue states, Washington ranks third while Oregon is 

fourth. During covid, the owners of crude oil curbed production because of decreased 

demand. Now, with more people behind the wheels the price of crude oil jumped to $93 

a barrel. And then there’s Gov Kates cap and trade fees added on gas and it is 

devastatingly costly. 

Aired on 2/22/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

I-84 is closed between Pendleton and La Grande, where nearly 100 vehicles are believed 

to have crashed in snowy conditions, Oregon State Police said. Troopers were notified 

of a westbound crash and responding officers were told of additional crashes as they 

arrived. Once on the scene, officers could hear crashes occurring behind them, OSP said 

in a news release. 

The crashes involved passenger cars and commercial motor vehicles. The largest crash 

was estimated to involve 15-20 cars and trucks. OSP said early estimations was that as 

many as 98 vehicles had crashed. The summit between Pendleton and La Grande 

reaches 3,622 feet elevation at Deadman Pass. The grade is steep at up to 6%. At the 

time of this writing there was no estimation of when that section would reopen. 

Aired on 2/23/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Taxpayers Association of Oregon says, state legislators started the year by planning to 

give $1,000 one-time payments to a quarter million low-income Oregonians. Now the 

plan has been scaled back by giving only $600. 

And while politicians are giving out one-time checks, they’ve also quietly been raising 

the taxes on the same people.  For instance, politicians during covid passed a cell-phone 

tax which hits lower income people; passed a 17% tax increase on small businesses 

which directly impacts the wages of the working poor who work at these small 

businesses. Or Governor Kate’s by Executive Order enacting her Carbon Tax 

regulations that are expected to raise the gas tax by as much as 35-cents, while 

increasing utility costs. 

Aired on 2/23/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

In a press release, this week Representative Shelly Boshart Davis (R-Albany) submitted 

an agriculture overtime proposal from agriculture communities, to find a unique 



solution to meet the needs of Oregon’s farm employees and preserves the state’s 

agricultural sectors. 

The plan offered state money to essential farm employees — a $50 million dollar grant 

and protects their health and safety. With this proposal employees would have new 

overtime earning opportunities while providing farmers and ranchers with flexibility. 

The plan proposes overtime pay at 48 hours and overtime at 55 hours during a limited 

period when harvesting is busiest. Salaried workers, needing flexibility tending 

livestock, could make a base salary exceeding $36,000 while earning overtime pay when 

working more than 55 hours a week. 

Aired on 2/25/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregon’s solicitor general this week asked the state Court of Appeals to overturn a $1.1 

billion award handed to 13 rural counties and local taxing districts in 2019 after a jury 

found that the Department of Forestry failed to maximize timber harvests on state 

forests. 

At issue is whether state forestland needs to be managed to maximize revenues for the 

counties, or whether the state has discretion to manage them for multiple uses, such as 

wildlife habitat. A Linn County jury previously ruled the state breached its agreement. 

The verdict has been under appeal since, collecting interest at 9% a year, or roughly 

$260,000 a day. A three-judge panel heard oral arguments from the two sides Tuesday 

morning on the state’s appeal, but it’s not clear when their ruling will come down. 

Aired on 2/25/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

In a press release Scio area residents asked the Linn County Commissioners to oppose 

construction of a large-scale poultry operation proposed about eight miles east of Scio. 

They said this is the second of three proposed facilities. It would encompass 16 

buildings, each 60-feet wide and 600-feet long. About 750,000 chickens would mature 

there every four months, using more than 50,000 gallons of water per day. With 

neighbors concerned about the impact on the local aquifer and their drinking water 

wells.  

Board Chair Nyquist said he appreciated the public comments, but the commissioners 

had no authority under the state’s land use laws, specifically what can be done in an 

agriculturally zoned area. Former legislator, Sprenger offered to assist them in 

connecting with their legislators as an issue for the 2023 session.  



Aired on 2/28/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Albany Police Department is asking for the public’s help in locating a woman 

connected to a homicide discovered Friday night, and are seeking tips regarding the 

location of the victim’s car.  

Detectives are looking for Elizabeth Nicole Tyler Jiminez, also known as Liz Jiminez, 42. 

She is the roommate of Elvin “Al” Pierce, 75, who was found deceased in his house in 

the 500 block of 26th Avenue Southeast. Ongoing investigation revealed that Pierce died 

from homicidal violence. 

Pierce’s tan/beige 2004 Buick Park Avenue is a 4-door sedan, which was missing from 

the residence. The license plates for the car are 081 FAX, the news release states. Those 

who come across Jiminez, or the vehicle should not approach either and should call 911. 

Aired on 3/1/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Over 2,000 firefighters will help to raise funds for research in finding cures for blood-

related cancers.  After a two-year hiatus, Pamplin Media reports that firefighters from 

Clackamas Fire are once again planning a March visit to Seattle, where they plan to 

ascend 69 floors in full turnout gear at the Columbia Center. 

The event is the 31st annual Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Firefighter Stairclimb, on 

March 13th, inside the tallest building in Washington state. The challenging course must 

be completed while wearing full turnout gear (typically weighing 60-plus pounds), 

while wearing a breathing apparatus.  

The Clackamas Fire Stairclimb team will join over 2,000 firefighters from across the 

nation and around the world to help raise funds for LLS, whose mission is to provide 

research funding and find cures for blood-related cancers.  

Aired on 3/1/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Now, Oregon will lift the indoor and school mask mandates at 11:59 p.m. on Friday, 

March 11, according to Gov. Kate on Monday. She announced the change in 

coordination with neighbors California and Washington, which also plan to ease mask 

requirements as they say, hospitalizations from covid continue to fall. 

The announcement is the second time Oregon moved up the timeline for the end of the 

mask mandate from March 31st, when last week, the state announced lifting the 

mandate March 19th. 



With an ominous tone, the governor said the West economies are linked. She said as we 

continue to recover from Omicron, that’s flu like, we will build resiliency and prepare 

for the next variant and pandemic.  

Aired on 3/2/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

NFIB reports that small businesses continued to struggle to increase their workforce in 

February, with 22% of owners reporting that labor quality was their top problem. 

Eleven percent of owners cited labor costs, at a 48-year record high.  

NFIB Chief Economist said that throughout the country, the number of job openings 

continues to exceed the number of unemployed workers which has produced a tight 

labor market, especially on Main Street. Seasonally adjusted, 48% of all owners reported 

job openings they could not fill in the current period, up one point from last month. The 

number of unfilled job openings exceeds the 48-year historical average of 23%. 

37% of owners have openings for skilled workers, with over half of those for 

construction workers. 

Aired on 3/7/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Democrat Herald reports that restaurants are re-opening, mask mandates are lifting, 

and people in the mid-valley are returning to work. But there’s a problem, say state 

economists, because there weren’t enough workers to fill job vacancies even before 

covid.  In Benton County, where students aren't shopping, dining, or working as much 

as they used to, the employment rate isn’t even that good. The pool of job candidates 

remains relatively low, and the city’s economy, lags behind the rest of Oregon. 

Even OSU’s impact has diminished with last year students attended class remotely and 

stayed home. And this year with in-person instruction, Corvallis campus numbers are 

down. But with Oregon set to lift indoor mask mandates, and warm weather coming 

businesses hope that’ll bring back customers to restaurants and bars. 

Aired on 3/7/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Eugene will host the sport’s biggest party in July. Nearly 2,000 of the world’s best 

runners, throwers, and jumpers will converge on the city in July for the World Athletics 

Championships. Organizers expect 200,000 visitors will come to Oregon from more 

than 200 nations for the event, which runs from July 15-24. 

Globally, the audience will approach 1 billion. OregonLive reports that Oregon’s 

battered hospitality industry has already assembled a video of Oregon’s most beautiful 



places that they hope will be featured prominently in the world championships 

telecasts. 

After a rocky beginning due to covid, organizers say all systems are go. Early ticket 

sales have been strong, the brilliant new Hayward Field stadium is battle-tested and 

ready, and organizing committee’s coffers are full. 

Aired on 3/8/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Willamette week reports that former state Sen., Betsy Johnson, an unaffiliated candidate 

for governor, has emphatically opposed highway tolls on the campaign trail. Former 

Rep. Christine Drazan, a Republican candidate for governor, pointed out last week on 

Twitter that Johnson voted for the transportation package that used tolling to fund the 

I-205 and Interstate Bridge projects. 

The ORP went further on March 1st, noting Johnson sponsored a bill that would have 

allowed local governments to create tolls as a means of building more roads; didn’t sign 

onto a bill that would have prohibited tolling on I-205; and supported a bill that would 

allow ODOT to toll all of Interstates 5 and 205 in the metro area. 

Johnson responded, the more she has learned about tolling, the more she opposes it.  

Aired on 3/8/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Statesman reports that Oregon’s program to help renters who have been impacted 

by covid will close, for new applications, March 14th, the state’s housing department 

said Monday. The state set aside $100 million dollars to fund new applications for help 

during an emergency session of the state legislature in 2021. That money is expected to 

be completely allocated by the middle of the month, program leaders said. 

The program was previously closed from early December until the middle of January as 

all the $289 million dollars in federal funds had been allocated. Agency leaders said 

Monday that all of that money has been distributed to renters. The state said it has 

redistributed money allowing assistance for longer than originally projected.  

The department estimated that money will support 1,900 hundred more families. 

Aired on 3/9/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Gerry Frank, Salem's most famous citizen died Sunday morning. He was 98. He was a 

businessman, an author, a philanthropist, and a champion of all things Salem and 

Oregon. He helped raise more than a half billion dollars for various civic projects and 

nonprofit organizations. 



He was a fourth-generation Oregonian, whose family founded the retail chain Meier & 

Frank. He spearheaded the opening of its first branch store in Salem in 1955, which is 

what brought him to Salem’s community. Frank became a fixture of Oregon politics, as 

U.S. Senator Mark Hatfield's, right-hand man.  And he later became the sole judge, for 

years, of the State Fair’s chocolate cake contest. 

He lived in the same home he built in 1954 until he died, and his love for community 

never wavered.  

Aired on 3/15/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

As students struggle to pay back tuition loans, universities are spending. OregonLive 

reports that UofO’s board voted to buy the vacant 13-acre Northeast Portland campus 

that was once home to Concordia University. 

The school’s board of trustees agreed to pay $60.5 million dollars for the site, which 

would house an ambitious new children’s behavioral health institute funded by a $425 

million dollar gift from Oregon alum Connie Ballmer and her husband, former 

Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer.  

Not to be outdone, end of March, OSU will begin working on the next campus safety 

project, a $24 million dollar improvement plan which will increase accessibility and 

safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers traveling through campus. The $24 

million, that includes a water line, will be paid for with OSU revenue bonds. 

Aired on 3/16/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Willamette Week reports that Of the 60 members of the Oregon House sworn in last 

year, 26—or 43 percent—will not run for their seats this year. House members and 

longtime Salem observers cannot recall a time since the state briefly enacted term limits 

back in the 19 90s when there was so much turnover.  

They cite covid that led to five special sessions last year; redistricting, which cost 

democrat representatives Witt, democrat from Clatskanie and Wilde, a democrat from 

Eugene, safe seats; a wide-open governor’s race; a new congressional district; and the 

retirement of baby boomers. 

State Rep. Barbara Smith Warner a Portland democrat, no longer House majority leader 

retiring at year’s end, thinks it’s a perfect storm with five special sessions a factor 

causing resignations. With lobbyists closely watching. 

Aired on 3/18/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 



The Statesman Journal reports that a shooting at Salem Center Mall spun downtown 

Salem into chaos for several hours Friday afternoon. Police said one juvenile was found 

shot near High and Chemeketa streets and was taken to the hospital with non-life-

threatening injuries. No one else was injured. 

The shooter had not been arrested as of 6:30 p.m. Friday, afternoon. Witnesses reported 

seeing two groups of teens verbally fighting before a male pulled out a gun and began 

to fire. 

One witness said they’d seen a group of kids walking around inside the mall for about 

an hour and then begin to yell back and forth at another group outside the mall. She 

said she overheard someone tell one of the individuals to show the gun if they really 

had it. 

Aired on 3/21/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregon businesses and nonprofits received nearly 116,000 loans totaling more than $10 

billion through the Paycheck Protection Program in 2020 and 2021. More than 87% of 

the loans were forgiven, according to an analysis by OregonLive. But about an eighth of 

the money, or more than $1.2 billion, that Oregon businesses received through the 

program has yet to be forgiven, according to the SBA data.  

Many Oregon business owners who received loans last year are still making their way 

through the forgiveness process and will ultimately see their loans converted to grants. 

But some business owners have been left in limbo due to glitches. While others who 

used the money to stay afloat but failed to meet the requirements for forgiveness are 

now on the hook for thousands of dollars. 

Aired on 3/22/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Fears of harming the environment, being trapped by wildfire, or a natural disaster 

dominated a hearing for a proposed Corvallis housing development on land, known as 

The Preserve, located near Chip Ross Park, Timberhill Natural Area, and McDonald 

Forest that’s currently outside city boundaries.  

Following a lengthy staff report and an applicant presentation, Corvallis City Council 

heard public testimony from a dozen people on the topic during its meeting Monday, 

March 21. Several speakers said their comments echoed a community group that 

opposed the development, which the Planning Commission approved on Feb. 16th. 



No action was taken following the hearing, though councilors raised many questions 

for staff to answer later. The record was held open until March 28 for additional written 

testimony.  

Aired on 3/24/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

In a Linn County press release, in a report to Linn County commissioners, eleven young 

people from the Linn Juvenile Detention Center, Benton County Juvenile Department, 

Albany Options School, and Jack Street Youth Services, completed heavy equipment 

training leading to certification, helping them find jobs. The young people spent a week 

working with extremely life-like virtual equipment and another week applying those 

skills on real machinery.   

Additionally, the Forestry Department is buying many young trees used to replant the 

burned Santiam Canyon areas. Youth have been busy planting 4,500 cuttings and 

another 1,800 fir, cedar, and pine seedlings that will be resold in containers.  Youth 

completed 81 hours of community service last month. There were 18 total youth held 

from Linn last month, four from Benton, and five from Lincoln County. Hats off to Linn 

County’s juvenile services director. 

Aired on 3/25/22 on various newscasts throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 


