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Here’s your News Update from KFIR, 720 AM, the Voice of the Valley  

This week was supposed to mark the hard date when the TSA would require a Real ID 

to board a plane. But last April, DHS delayed the implementation again due to covid.  

In response to the attacks of Sept. 11, Congress passed a bill in 2005 to standardize the 

issuance of identification nationwide. Over the years, full implementation of the law 

has been delayed several times.  

You now have until May 3, 2023, to make sure you have a Real ID-compliant form of 

identification, marked by a star in the top corner of your driver’s license, to board an 

aircraft or enter a secure federal building, such as a military base in the United States. 

Oregon requires drivers to visit a DMV office in person to get a real ID. 

Aired on 10/1/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Democrat Herald reports that Corvallis School District, Superintendent Ryan Noss 

is reviewing the possibility of requiring covid vaccines for all medically eligible 12-18-

year-olds to attend school in person. 

During the Sept. 23rd, CSD school board meeting, board members agreed to support 

Noss in his investigation and review of possibly implementing a vaccine requirement 

for middle and high school students. All board members agreed that vaccinations are a 

key part of keeping schools open, and that exemptions would be available for the 

COVID vaccine just like other vaccines to attend public schools in Oregon. 

What Noss is looking for in his review are the policies related to general vaccination 

requirements, and how an additional COVID vaccine requirement may be similar or 

different to others such as polio, measles, tetanus, and more.  

Aired on 10/1/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Democrat Herald reports that Linn County will have its first contested race for 

sheriff in more than 15 years, with Deputy Jon Raymond running against Undersheriff 

Michelle Duncan. Current Sheriff, Jim Yon announced last month that he will not seek 

reelection.  



Duncan has been with the agency for 24 years, working her up the ranks to become the 

first female undersheriff in county history. If elected next year, she would become the 

first woman to hold the office of Linn County Sheriff. 

Raymond first joined the LCSO as a corrections deputy in 1999, working in the jail for 

six years before transferring to patrol duty. He says that he sees inefficiencies in the 

department, particularly in how many hours he sees patrol deputies spending in the 

office filling out paperwork. 

Aired on 10/4/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Linn Together has received a five-year $625,000 Drug Free Communities Grant at 

$125,000 per year according to Linn County Health Services.   

Linn Together will use the funding to focus on reducing youth use of alcohol, 

marijuana, and e-cigarettes.  In Linn County, 26% of 11th grade students say they have 

used alcohol, 23% marijuana, and 37% e-cigarettes according to a 20 19 Oregon Healthy 

Teen Survey.  

Linn Together was originally formed as “Albany Together” in 1991 and now serves 

Albany and six rural Linn County communities. They collaborate with community 

partners, such as businesses, media, and law enforcement to reduce youth substance 

use. To learn more about Linn Together go to linntogether.org. 

Aired on 10/4/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Pacific Power, economic development officials and local electric bicycle dealers have 

joined forces to put electric bikes into the hands of low-income residents in the Corvallis 

area. 

The Democrat Herald reports that Pacific Power has awarded a $60,000 grant to the 

Corvallis/Benton County economic development office, which is reviewing applications 

and working with the bike shops. Benton County residents who qualify for the program 

receive $1,200 toward the purchase of an electric bicycle and accessories at either Bike N 

Hike, Corvallis Cyclery, Corvallis Electric Bicycles, and the Peak Sports Bike Shop. 

Kathryn Duvall, of the economic development office said there’s been a very positive 

response.  So far, Duvall said, seven people have used the rebates to purchase bikes. 

With the Corvallis being the mid-Willamette valley only program. 



Aired on 10/5/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

OregonLive reports that a 48-year-old man used a handgun and high-powered rifle to 

shoot indiscriminately at homes and businesses in Molalla on Monday morning, 

according to court records. Brian Mills began firing at a Ford F-150 pickup, whose 

driver was backing out of his West Main Street home at 10:30 a.m. A bullet struck the 

top passenger side of the truck and hit the driver with shrapnel. 

Mills continued to fire shots sending a bullet through a home and into the room of a 15-

year-old girl as she lay in bed. Another bullet went through the window of an 

unoccupied Molalla police car, and Mills fired additional shots in the direction of a 

crowded shopping center. 

One officer returned fire, with Mills taken into custody and held without bail. 

Aired on 10/7/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Democrat Herald reports the Wiley Creek Community retirement home in Sweet 

Home was sold last week by Samaritan Health Services to Mosaic Management, to 

bolster healthcare services in East Linn County. And the sale will better able Samaritan 

to solely focus on healthcare.  

The sale was finalized on Sept. 30 and Mosaic assumed control of Wiley Creek 

operations on Oct. 1st. Officials said that employees were either retained at the nursing 

home or given options to work with Samaritan.  

Samaritan officials say that proceeds from the sale will help them build a brand new 

urgent care and inpatient clinic in Sweet Home. Samaritan estimates a budget of $9.3 

million for completion of the new clinic, as well as remodel of the existing Sweet Home 

Family Medicine clinic on Main Street. 

Aired on 10/8/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Yahats News reports that last week the Oregon Nurses Association, called on the state 

to take bold action to give relief to nurses strained by exhausting shifts, and to train a 

new corps. In a news conference, association officials called on hospitals to allow nurses 

to take true work breaks. 

The news conference came amid a strike vote among 3,400 Kaiser Permanente 

Northwest nurses and other health professionals in Oregon over contract negotiations 



on pay and other issues. Association board members blasted the hospital industry, 

accusing executives of putting their bottom line before staff well-being. Exampled by a 

September survey at OHSU.  

85% nurses reported feeling overwhelmed and over 60% said they’d like to leave 

nursing. Yet last week, OHSU notified nurses they may have to take a greater patient 

load. 

Aired on 10/11/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

According to the Oregon Employment Department, the health care industry has 15,000 

job openings in Oregon. With so many jobs to fill, employers are competing to fill those 

positions with $10,000 signing bonuses and personal contact to create bonds. Recruiters 

are scrambling to find workers and before they accept jobs elsewhere. 

Now health care workers might strike, citing lack of staffing as one of their complaints, 

according to KPTV. But it’s not all covid’s fault.  Because Governor Kate passed a huge 

hospital tax in 2019 and Oregon unions passed anti-competition laws preventing new 

hospitals from being built and blocking out-of-state nurses from being hired even 

during a catastrophe or pandemic. So now Oregon has a staffing shortage and is ranked 

nationally 50th for lack of hospital bed availability. 

Aired on 10/14/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The real market value of all properties in Linn County climbed to more than $21 billion 

for the 2021 tax year, up sharply from $18.8 billion for 2020, according to Linn County 

Assessor Andy Stevens. 

Stevens said Linn County mails property tax statements this week on Tuesday. If 

payment is made in full by Nov. 15, there is a 3% discount and postmarks on the 15th are 

acceptable. As of January 1, 2021, residential and rural properties had increased on 

average about 4.5% in taxable value and 14.5% in real market value 

But for Sweet Home, real market value increased 17.5%. Sweet Home’s increase was 

partially due to 3,500 properties being reappraised last summer for the first time in 

several years.  

Aired on 10/19/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 



Linn County Commissioners Nyquist, Sprenger, and Tucker approved a Declaration of 

Emergency resolution Monday morning that will help Rural Fire Districts apply for 

assistance from the Office of Emergency Management if their staffing levels fall 

significantly due to the state’s COVID-19 vaccination mandate.  

Healthcare workers in Oregon had until Oct. 18 to get vaccinated or face the possibility 

of losing their jobs. And fire chiefs are concerned that many of their volunteers will not 

respond to Gov. Kate’s mandatory vaccinations. 

A sharp drop in volunteers could compromise or eliminate the fire district’s ability to 

respond to fire or ambulance. Nyquist said he has been in conversations with the 

governor’s office for several weeks with hopes there would be some exemption or 

waiver. But it appears neither will happen.  

Aired on 10/20/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Statesman Journal reports the U.S. EPA has identified about 120,000 locations 

around the country, including over 750 in Oregon, where people may be exposed to 

PFAS, the so-called forever chemicals. 

There are 43 such facilities listed in Marion and Polk counties, such as Salem, 

Aumsville, and Woodburn. They are referred to as forever chemicals because they don’t 

break down and can accumulate in the body over time. They aren’t subject to federal or 

state regulations, but growing evidence points to their adverse health effects. 

The EPA's list shows that in Oregon, as well as nationwide, the sites are associated with 

landfills and waste incinerators, airports, military sites, and fire-training facilities. So 

now the EPA says the need to increase monitoring, data collection, and research. 

Aired on 10/21/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Democrat Herald reports that the Pastega Christmas Display, a Corvallis holiday 

tradition that dates back 40 years, will be returning this year. More than 33,000 cars 

drove through the display at the Benton County Fairgrounds in 2019 and donated 7,500 

pounds of canned food. There is no admission fee, but donations of canned food are 

requested. 

Volunteer signups online at Pastega Christmas display dot com, are open now.  The 

unloading of the trailers with the lights and display materials with the assistance of 



OSU fraternity members, is set for Oct. 30. Volunteers will spend three weekends, 

starting Nov. 5, assembling the display. 

The display opens Nov. 26 and runs through Dec. 31. And visitors should be vaccinated 

and wearing masks. 

Aired on 10/22/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Weekly jobless claims came in slightly better than expected, beating expectations by 7 

thousand fewer first- time unemployment claims. But this is still 80 thousand more than 

this time in 20 19 when the Trump economy was soaring. 

While that’s encouraging news for the nation, Oregon’s economy hit a bump in 

September.  

According to Oregon Business Report, after averaging monthly gains of over 10 

thousand jobs from January through August, nonfarm payrolls went negative and lost 

200 jobs in September. Local governments, which include K through 12 schools, made 

up over one third of the losses, falling short of its typical hiring level by thirty-seven 

hundred jobs. 

But there are bright spots for some sectors, including professional and technical 

services, and transportation, warehousing, and utilities, gaining about 9 thousand new 

jobs.  

Aired on 10/22/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Linn County Road Department and ODOT are focusing efforts on the intersection of 

Richardson Gap Road and Highway 2-26. 

In a press release, the latest improvements, include the installation of flashing yellow 

lights warning people of the dangers as they approach the intersection. In prior years, 

crews made the stop sign larger than the standard size. There have been several 

accidents in the area even with a clear line of sight from Richardson Gap Road.  

ODOT’s Albany electrical crew, installed advance warning flashers on the south of 

Richardson. Advanced warning flashers had previously been installed on the north side 

of Highway 2-26. Linn County Roadmaster Wayne Mink said that intersections pose 



issues with about 50% of all collisions and 20% of all fatal car accidents happening at 

intersections. 

Aired on 10/24/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Six months after McMinnville’s Organic Valley milk processing plant went down in 

flames, plans to rebuild a bigger and better facility at the same site have been 

announced.   

Taking two phases to complete, the entire facility rebuilding, for 35,000 square feet, is 

forecasted to cost $30 to $50 million dollars, said Mark Pfeiffer, vice president of 

operations. He said, had firefighters not been able to salvage the evaporator and drier 

buildings, a rebuild would not be nearly as achievable.  

The original building was built in the late 1930s, rebuilding is a reset button for a more 

modern and efficient facility.  There are 27 farms in Oregon and 30 in Washington, 

temporarily using other facilities, with the McMinnville facility the only one in the 

Pacific Northwest for the Wisconsin-based organic food brand. 

Aired on 10/26/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Those who live around a proposed facility to raise Foster Farms chickens near Scio told 

state officials they don't want 3.5 million new neighbors each year. Neighbors of the 

proposed site and opponents voiced concerns recently that included potential pollution 

to the neighboring North Santiam River, an increase in traffic as chickens are trucked in 

and out each year, and pollution from chicken waste. 

Wednesday’s hearing was the first chance for the public to comment on an application 

the proposed facility must file with the state. Any time someone wants to have animals 

in confined spaces, the state must clear them due to pollution concerns.  

If issued, the permit would be good for 10 years. But it’s not clear when the agriculture 

department may decide and permits from other agencies are also needed. 

Aired on 10/26/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Linn County Road Department and ODOT are focusing efforts on the intersection of 

Richardson Gap Road and Highway 2-26. 



In a press release, the latest improvements, include the installation of flashing yellow 

lights warning people of the dangers as they approach the intersection. In prior years, 

crews made the stop sign larger than the standard size. There have been several 

accidents in the area even with a clear line of sight from Richardson Gap Road.  

ODOT’s Albany electrical crew, installed advance warning flashers on the south of 

Richardson. Advanced warning flashers had previously been installed on the north side 

of Highway 2-26. Linn County Roadmaster Wayne Mink said that intersections pose 

issues with about 50% of all collisions and 20% of all fatal car accidents happening at 

intersections. 

Aired on 10/27/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

OregonLive reports that approximately 58,000 Oregonians handed in their notice in 

August, according to federal data, up 18% in a single month and near an all-time high. 

Three times more Oregonians quit their jobs that month than were fired or laid off. 

A similar trend is playing out in national data, although the nationwide increase in 

quitting didn’t happen as abruptly as in Oregon. The number of people quitting 

without new jobs is soaring at Oregon’s fastest rate in at least two decades, up an 

astonishing 40% since July. 

National figures show hospitality workers were more than twice as likely to leave their 

jobs as workers overall.  That fits with other figures that show Oregon restaurants, bars 

and hotels haven’t bounced back from covid shutdowns, nearly as fast as other fields. 

Aired on 11/2/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Ahead of a key city council vote on a $28.5 million dollar water pact with Google, the 

city of The Dalles filed suit Friday, to keep the tech giant’s water use a secret. 

OregonLive reports that the city is seeking to overturn a ruling from Wasco County’s 

DA, who found Google’s water use is public record. 

Google says it needs more water to cool its data centers, but neither the company nor 

the city will say how much – only that The Dalles can’t meet Google’s needs without 

expanding its water system, which Google will pay for. 



Residents and farmers are concerned about the city’s long-term water supply after this 

last drought, and complained about not knowing Google’s actual water use. While the 

city says it’s Googles trade secret, Google can’t seem to proceed without more water. 

Aired on 11/2/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The US is experiencing a labor shortage for electricians, carpenters, wielders, and other 

skilled workers. Now the Democrat Herald reports that Albany Options School has a 

new program with a focus in construction, offering students hands-on training in 20 

different aspects of construction trade. 

It's part of the alternative high school's Career Technical Education program, which 

offers pathways directly into careers or trade schools upon graduation. Students who 

develop enough skills to qualify for a certificate from the Carpenters International 

Training Fund may more likely secure an apprenticeship once graduated. 

Gabe Diaz, the construction teacher who built the project from scratch previously 

worked as the bilingual liaison at AOS. Originally from Puerto Rico, Diaz and has an 

architecture degree,. 

Aired on 11/5/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

In a news release Lane County Sheriff’s Office is asking the public for help finding 47-

year-old Shane Eldor Sprenger, who has been reported missing since Wednesday.  

According to the sheriff’s office, Sprenger was last seen wearing a camo jacket and 

dark-colored work pants. His family had communication with Sprenger until about 7:30 

a.m. Wednesday, when he told a family member, he’d lost the keys and needed a ride 

home. 

Sprenger’s truck was found by family on Friday. Cellphone location suggested 

Sprenger was around Blue River Reservoir, but the phone was turned off Thursday.  

The Sheriff's Office is being assisted by Volunteer Ground Search & Rescue K-9 teams 

and requested others not to assist in the search. "The presence of untrained searchers 

can hamper official search efforts," the news release said. 

Aired on 11/8/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

For years between wanting children to be under state control by removing parents’ 

rights, which includes 12 year-old girls getting an abortion that they, nor the school 



reveal to parents, we now end up with a new report from DHS about homeless kids. 

And this hasn’t happened overnight due to covid shutdowns. 

DHS reports that over 8,000 youth 18 and younger and young adults, 18 to 24 need safe 

and affordable housing in Oregon. The reports says, more than $154 million dollars is 

needed to bridge the identified housing and service gaps statewide. Just to house and 

assist the nearly 2,000 youth experiencing homelessness in the Mid-Valley and North 

Coast region alone, the report estimates a need of $20 million dollars. 

Aired on 11/9/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Statesman Journal reports that the Salem City Council voted Monday to accept 

$816,000 from state grant funds for the city's police department body camera program. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Salem police spokesman Lt. Treven Upkes said there is no set timeline for when the 

department would begin using body cameras, but they hope to get the program 

running in the first half of 2022. The push for body cameras gained momentum in 2020 

amid calls for police accountability and reform. And last year the Salem Police 

Employees' Union joined the call and urged city leaders to purchase body cameras. 

Police department officials told the Statesman Journal in 2020 that they'd discussed 

adding cameras for at least five years but that the largest barrier was the cost.  

Aired on 11/10/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Democrat Herald reports that the city of Albany recently rolled out its Expanding 

Housing Options project to improve housing choices in the short term, and housing 

affordability in the long term. The program aims to comply with new Oregon laws 

requiring cities of more than 25,000 expand their housing offerings. 

The report says cities including Albany, prohibit or strictly limit options such as 

"middle housing" in single-family areas. Middle housing refers to duplexes, triplexes, 

fourplexes, townhouses, and cottage clusters. And encouraging housing growth and 

more variety could impact affordability and racial equity. 

Albany development code allows many of these housing types in its medium density 

and mixed-use zoning districts. The housing project seeks to expand options by 



allowing middle housing in Albany’s residential zones, including the Hackleman and 

Monteith districts.  

Aired on 11/11/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

A real estate firm is seeking to block a new Oregon law that bans real estate agents from 

forwarding “love letters” from homebuyers to sellers. The lawsuit filed in federal court 

Friday by the conservative Pacific Legal Foundation on behalf of Total Real Estate 

Group, alleges the state's ban on these communications violates the First Amendment 

rights of real estate brokers and their clients.  

This censorship is based on mere speculation that sellers might sometimes rely on 

information in these letters to discriminate based on a protected class, according to the 

lawsuit. 

Oregon the only state whose law bans it, takes effect in January, saying real estate 

agents will not be allowed to pass along personal pitches from buyers that can include 

details about people’s lives along with photographs and videos.  

Aired on 11/22/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Democrat Herald reports that the Pastega Christmas Display is set to roll at 5 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 26th and run through Dec. 31st. The drive-thru holiday lights event at the 

Benton County Fairgrounds is free, with visitors asked to donate canned foods. 

More than 30,000 people drove through in 20 19 and donated 7,500 pounds of food for 

local food banks. Last year the event was canceled because due to covid. The event runs 

from 5 to 10 p.m. seven days a week.  

Organizers are seeking individuals willing to assist with the display take down at the 

end of the run. Ken Pastega said volunteers should be vaccinated and masked. But 

that’s not required for those driving through the display. 

Aired on 11/26/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

In a Linn County press release, Sheriff Jim Yon told Commissioners Nyquist, Sprenger, 

and Tucker last week that he will end his 28 years with the Sheriff’s Office as of Dec. 31, 

with one year left on his four-year term of office. 



Sprenger, a former Deputy Sheriff, said being in law enforcement is a hard job, but 

pressures mount as a person moves up the line. Yon lives in Sweet Home but is an 

Albany native and South Albany and Western Oregon University graduate.  

As has been a tradition in Linn County for many years, Yon recommended that 

Undersheriff Michelle Duncan be appointed to fill the remainder of his term. Pending 

her appointment, Duncan, 47, stands to become the first female sheriff in Linn County 

law enforcement history, with Yon saying she’s ready.  

Aired on 11/29/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Statesman Journal reports that Becky Straus, an attorney for the Oregon Law 

Center, says there was an average of 66 evictions of tenants for not paying rent each 

month in January through June. Straus said that has grown to an average of 453 per 

month since the moratorium expired in June, according to data compiled by the center. 

The state announced this week they had a backlog of emergency rental applications so 

big they were going to pause the process for 6 weeks with hopes of catching up.  But 

now the governor’s office says they need a special session since they believe they have 

exhausted all federal funds. The framework for the one-day session includes the state 

providing an additional $190 million. 

Aired on 12/2/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Portland Association of Teachers (PAT) wants to reduce in-person instruction for 

students. Monday’s bargaining meeting with Portland Public Schools, the union 

proposed high schoolers having a four-day school. The fifth day would be at home with 

the first half for office hours and the second, online learning. 

Elementary and middle school students would have a five-day week, but one day 

would either have a two-hour late start or early dismissal. The union argues it’ll give 

teachers more time to create lesson plans. Steve Lancaster, the bargaining team chair, 

also said this will give students a chance to "breathe." 

Fortunately, Deputy Superintendent, Shawn Bird, said the district rejects any plans to 

cut in-person instruction. He said students need to be in the classroom after two years 

of being on their own. 

Aired on 12/2/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 



In a press release, Linn County Commissioners Nyquist, Sprenger, and Tucker agreed 

this week that Undersheriff Michelle Duncan come January 1st should succeed Sheriff 

Jim Yon, who retires Dec 31st. Duncan, 47, will become the first female sheriff in Linn 

County law enforcement history.  

Growing up in Linn County and in California, she has a degree in criminal justice from 

San Jose Community College. Duncan, holding numerous leadership posts within the 

Sheriff’s Office, starting as a resident deputy in Mill City, has been a detective, and Field 

Training Coordinator. In 2019, Duncan was promoted to Patrol Captain and earlier this 

year, and then to Undersheriff.  

She says that she and Sheriff Yon share the same command philosophy and that is 

teamwork is vital to success of any organization. 

Aired on 12/2/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Hours after longtime Congressman Peter DeFazio shared, he was retiring and not 

seeking re-election Democrat Val Hoyle, Oregon’s Labor commissioner, announced her 

plans on Wednesday to seek the state’s 4th Congressional District seat. Hoyle, 57, was 

elected to lead the Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries in 2019. She announced this 

week when farmworkers and non-profit Mano a Mano have petitioned the court 

declaring Oregon’s rules excluding farmworkers from overtime pay unlawful. 

Val Hoyle said in an emailed statement Wednesday she has always supported 

farmworker overtime. Picking up the far left drumbeat of Biden, Gov Kate, and Kotek, 

in 2019 she said this is a time when the federal government is backtracking on civil 

rights for women, people of color, immigrants, and the LGBTQ community.  

Aired on 12/3/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregon officials say at least 99 state workers have been fired for failing to get vaccinated 

against covid, at a time when only EUA drugs were available. KOIN reports the figures 

from the Department of Administrative Services show that out of more than 40,000 state 

workers, 85% received the vaccine and 12% were exempt.  

Gov. Kate ordered all state workers to receive shots by Nov. 30th. Multiple legal 

challenges to her orders were rejected. Some employees argued the vaccines are 



dangerous or experimental, but the state’s lawyers said those claims were not 

supported by the top medical and public health authorities in the nation. 

Except, Federal Judge Allen Winsor in Florida disagrees, in a court case acknowledged 

you can’t mandate a vaccine with an EUA authorization, like Pfizer, according to 

federal law.   

Aired on 12/3/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The city of Coos Bay is considering ways to limit how many vacation rentals it will 

allow in residential areas. So far, it hasn’t been as big of a problem for the south coast’s 

largest city, but the City Council is considering taking steps before it too is caught in the 

kind of severe housing shortages other communities are facing.  

Grappling with short term rentals versus year round stable housing for residents one 

councilor said, they’ve heard stories from Lincoln City where one-third of the market is 

second homes, another third is vacation rentals, leaving only a third of the housing for 

people living there. People lived in RVs for two years looking for a home. 

The  planning commission will continue working on setting vacation rentals limits such 

as by using fees while balancing homeowners needs.  

Aired on 12/7/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Statesman Journal reports the Cascades could see one to three feet of snow 

accumulating during the second half of this week, a welcome sight for fans of winter 

recreation, as ski areas have yet to open. If these storms bring enough snow, with the 

right timing, some ski areas may allow people back on the slopes as soon as this 

weekend or early next week.  

Dave Tragethon, who’s a member of the Mount Hood Meadows communications team 

kinda put the skids on things when he said they’ll need a considerable amount to 

consider even a limited operation, but the current forecast is favorable for delivering 

several feet. Two winter storm systems are expected to hit, and snow could fall as low 

as 1,000 feet. The first storm is predicted to bring 8-16 inches of snow by Friday 

morning. 

Aired on 12/9/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 



A false report of a threat at South Albany High School circulated on social media on 

Monday, prompting concern and rumors and sent to high school officials and  

superintendent Saxton.   

GAPS Communications Director Steinhebel said, that there were no lockdowns as a 

result of the false report, but as a precaution they had an increased law enforcement 

presence at the high schools. In an update, Saxton emailed that GAPS was working 

closely with local law enforcement, and he reiterated that this reported threat was not 

credible. 

The false threat followed the 30-minute lockdown last Friday morning at Lebanon High 

School, where similar rumors were spread but no injuries or threat reported. GAPS and 

the APD are holding four community forums in the coming weeks regarding the School 

Resource Officers Program. 

Aired on 12/10/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

With all the new snow, Mt Hood Meadows announced it was opening Sunday while 

Mt. Bachelor also opened for the season on Monday. The two largest ski areas in 

Oregon will be somewhat limited to begin with, before expanding operations. 

The Statesman Journal reports that it took a while for the winter weather to arrive, but it 

hit with force this weekend and is expected to stay for the next week and even a few 

months, according to meteorologists and long-term forecasts.  

By Sunday morning, the weather stations in the Salem area reported a 24-hour rain total 

of 1.2 inches. And some ski areas reported enough snow with 38 inches at Timberline 

Lodge in 72 hours who opened Sunday.  

And the mid-valley will have more cold and rain, with possible rain mixed with snow 

this week. 

Aired on 12/14/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

In a Lane County press release, scammers are identifying themselves either verbally, by 

text or by email as employees of the Lane County Sheriff’s Office.  Often the scammers 

commonly identify themselves using the names of real Sheriff’s Office employees and 

provide a fraudulent number for the victim to call back.  When the victim calls the 



provided number, they are directed into a phone tree system that is designed to sound 

like an official Lane County phone tree.   

The scammers claim that there are warrants or unsettled legal business that involve the 

victim or someone the victim knows and asks for personal or financial information. The 

Lane County Sheriff's Office will never ask compensation of any type over the 

telephone.  

If you are contacted call the dispatch center at 541-682-4150 opt. 1. 

Aired on 12/14/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

New winter weather advisories have been issued for the Coast Range and Cascade 

foothills for Wednesday and Thursday, and travel may be very difficult to impossible in 

Cascade passes.  

The National Weather Service also issued a new winter weather advisory for Sweet 

Home and other communities in the Cascade foothills from 4 a.m. Wednesday to 4 p.m. 

Thursday.  The agency noted that in areas above 2,000 feet in elevation, 5 to 11 inches of 

snow could fall. 

A similar winter weather advisory was sent out for Alsea, who closed school early 

Monday, now advise areas in the Coast Range from 4 a.m. Wednesday until 4 p.m. 

Thursday. Above 1,500 feet in the Coast Range, snow accumulations of up to 5 inches 

could occur, and winds of 35 mph are expected.  

Aired on 12/15/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Corvallis School District will hire a district behavior coach to provide direct 

support and oversight for the district’s behavior programs, such as collaborative 

problem solving. The district's approach to collaborative problem solving is based on a 

model from Think: Kids, a program in the Department of Psychiatry at Massachusetts 

General Hospital that offers a different tact to "challenging" children. 

Those certified in the program have an empathetic and accurate understanding of what 

is getting in a child's way and can better intervene to support children through teaching 

them skills and solving problems, according to Think: Kids. The Corvallis behavior 

coach will be responsible for implementing the program districtwide, providing 

guidance and coaching to staff. 



One official said currently about half of our staff is trained in collaborative problem 

solving. 

Aired on 12/20/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

What seems like an annual event, Monday, after the heavy rain  Salem released at least 

2.3 million gallons of diluted raw sewage into the Willamette River. An automatic 

discharge to the river, triggered by flows in a sewer line, occurred at Union and Church 

Street. Such releases are allowed by state rules during certain heavy rain events to 

prevent sewage from backing up into streets and homes. 

Two additional flows occurred when sewage began flowing from a manhole on 

Glendale Avenue, flowing into the Little Pudding River, and at Wallace Road flowing 

into the Willamette. According to the city’s spokesperson, city officials have not yet 

calculated the amount of sewage released during those two events. 

Signs warning residents to avoid the water will be removed once bacteria levels fall. 

Aired on 12/23/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Statesman Journal reports that a land slide is currently blocking River Road South 

in Salem. The road is expected to remain closed between Owens Street SE and Minto 

Island Road SE, the entrance to Minto-Brown Island Park, for several days, according to 

city officials. 

Officials say it's not yet safe enough for teams to begin to clear the debris that led to the 

closure or further assess the stability of the hillside. With expected snow and freezing 

temperatures early next week, the road could remain closed for about seven to 10 days. 

An early estimate put the amount of material that slid down at about 150 cubic yards, 

which is blocking the shoulder, northbound lane and spilling into the southbound lane 

said officials. Croisan Creek Road S is the designated detour route. 

Aired on 12/27/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

As the snow continues to blanket the mid-Willamette Valley, public works crews have 

been hard at work, sanding and plowing to make local roads passable. The work 

couldn't be more essential as more snow is forecast and a winter weather advisory is in 

place for the mid-valley. 



Below-freezing temperatures are expected for the rest of the week, adding to the need 

for cautious driving, according to the National Weather Service, which suggests 

planning for slippery road conditions and longer commutes. They warned that 

untreated roads may have dangerous ice concealed with new snowfalls. 

Albany’s Public Works Department put two sanders on the road Monday morning, 

covering commuting routes and roundabouts. Transportation Manager Robb Romeo 

said the snow is preferable to sleet with the snow breaking down well on the main 

streets. 

Aired on 12/29/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Linn County Public Health will resume large-scale COVID vaccination clinics January 4, 

2022, at the Linn County Fair & Expo Center. With the arrival of the omicron variant of 

covid, commissioners Nyquist, Sprenger, and Tucker directed Public Health Director 

Todd Noble and Fair & Expo Center manager Randy Porter to develop the plan.  

Noble said clinics will be held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., January 4-7; January 10-14; and 

January 17-19. All three vaccines will be available including first and second doses as 

well as boosters. Adults only, ages 12 and older. There will not be any vaccines for 

children ages 5 to 11.  

Walk-ins are welcome, no appointments are necessary. Noble reminds people to park in 

the main fairgrounds parking lot and walk back to the Santiam Building.  

Aired on 12/31/21 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

 


