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TWIB Show #1123 "San Francisco Giants” 
 
Act One - "Pablo": The San Francisco Giants are in the NL West 
division race for the first time in five years. The Giants are going with a 
youth movement. Four of the five starting pitchers, the closer and the 
clean-up hitter are all homegrown. Another young Giant is the switch-
hitting Venezuelan -- Pablo Sandoval. Pablo debuted in August 2008 
and hit .345. In 2009, Pablo's .330 batting average was the fourth 
highest for any player in his first full season since 1958. His defensive 
flexibility makes him valuable to the team. He is the everyday third 
baseman and has played catcher and first base as well. Another 
interesting fact about Pablo is that he is ambidextrous. Because he is 
a 260 pound bear of a man, Sandoval is lovingly nicknamed "Kung Fu 
Panda." And thanks to his outstanding performances, his playful 
demeanor and the obvious fun he is having playing baseball, he is 
both a team and fan favorite.  
Educational theme: Fans have special places in their hearts for 
"homegrown" talent. Fans and communities often establish passion for 
teams and individual athletes. There is an importance for spectator 
support. Cheering raises the emotions of athletes that lead to 
enhanced performance. 
Educational theme: Versatility and being competent in many things 
creates many opportunities to get in the lineup and play every day. 
Polyphasic personalities are extremely valuable resources in all 
aspects of life. 
Educational theme: Nicknames often define one's personality and 
show a sense of friendship or affection, unless it is an offensive name. 
Educational theme: Aficionados are enthusiastic devotees to a sport, 
team and/ or player. Sports fans particularly have fun watching 
baseball. Fun can simply be defined as the wise use of one's time. 
Act Two - "Buster Posey": Another home grown Giants star is 
Buster Posey. Buster was the fifth overall pick in the 2008 MLB Draft. 
During Spring Training, he showed a great swing, great defense, 
respect for his teammates and respect for the game. After a brief trip 



to the big leagues in 2009, Buster has returned and flourished even 
with high expectations placed on him. The clean-up hitter has a simple 
approach of "staying to the middle of the field" and putting the barrel of 
the bat on a good pitch to hit. Buster has quickly learned to adjust to 
MLB pitching. In July, Buster had a 21 game hitting streak. He is a 
bona fide Rookie of the Year candidate, in part for his defense, his 
ability to handle pitching and leadership.   
        The TWIBIA question was who is the youngest Giants position 
player to step to the plate in his debut, since the club moved to San 
Francisco? The answer is Jack Clark who was just 19 years and 306 
days old when he debuted as a pinch-hitter in September of 1975. 
        The Winning Road Trips segment salutes the teams and players 
that are able to win away from home. Carl Crawford of the Tampa Bay 
Rays collected four hits in a game, including three doubles. Having a 
four-hit game is something he has accomplished eight times this 
season. Now Carl has a five game hitting streak. 
Educational theme: Respect denotes a positive feeling of esteem for 
a player; because of one's actions and conduct, it earns them respect. 
Educational theme: The ability to make adjustments and alter one's 
approach are key factors when playing sports at all levels of athletic 
competition. The opponent may change strategies in order to win.  
Educational theme: Leadership by example is based on a spiritual 
quality; the power to inspire others to follow. Learners learn from each 
other. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and 
insignificant event; however, it is an important component of baseball 
legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a source 
of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Refresh":  The Pepsi Refresh Project reexamines 
the men and moments in MLB history that helped change the world by 
breaking down barriers and building communities.   
       The storied rivalry of the Giants and Dodgers began in the past, 
when New York and Brooklyn were two separate cities. For 69 years, 
they waged baseball battles for bragging rights. During this time, the 
Giants won 16 pennants and the Dodgers 12. The intense rivalry 
started in the east, but the traditions were brought to California with 



the coaches and players. The teams did not even talk to each other 
and they often physically fought. Since the teams moved west, the 
Dodgers have won 5 championships and the Giants none. It has been 
56 years since the Giants have won the World Series. This Giants 
team hopes to change that trend. 
       The XM Call of the Week features a baseball statistic that has 
never been seen before. Trevor Hoffman of the Milwaukee Brewers 
recorded his 600th save at Miller Park. Trevor is Major League 
Baseball’s all-time saves leader.   
       Gillette Rookies of the Month honors the top rookies in both 
leagues each month of the season. The Florida Marlins Scott Cousins' 
first major league hit was a walk-off two base hit.       
Educational theme: Rivalries add much to the charm of competition; 
however, it may be intense and sometimes an angry competition. 
Good sportsmanship often is the path to a healthy contest. 
Educational theme: Significant positive changes have occurred in 
baseball sportsmanship. Modern players are expected to behave with 
fairness, courtesy, and the attitude of a gracious winner or cheerful 
loser. One's desire for good sportsmanship must be equal to one's 
desire to win. 
Educational theme: Championships are the titles earned as a result 
of successful competition. Championships are won because of the 
hours, weeks, months and years of preparation and practice. 
Educational theme: Milestones are methods to define achievement 
and preserve elite athletic performances. Records provide much of the 
tradition, lore and customs of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos": Youngsters are encouraged to learn 
to execute the fundamentals of the game. Harold Reynolds of MLB 
Network spoke about the suicide squeeze play. The batter is required 
to bunt the ball on the ground wherever the pitch is thrown. When the 
pitcher is about to release the ball, the batter turns to bunt and the 
runner on third sprints to the plate. When properly executed it is a 
beautiful baseball play. 
       The Going All Out segment is a close up look at players who have 
gone the extra mile. The history of the Giants reveals some of the 
greatest baseball legends, including a true baseball pioneer -- Monte 



Irvin. In 1949, after starring in the Negro Leagues, Monte and 
teammate Hank Thompson became the first African American players 
on the NY Giants. In the sensational 1951 season, Monte drove in a 
league and career high 121 RBI. This sparked the Giants to a 
miraculous comeback against the rival Brooklyn Dodgers, in which 
they won the pennant in a three-game playoff. In 1973, Irvin was 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. Then in June 2010, the Giants retired 
his number 20 uniform. 
       The State Farm Big League Blast salutes Danny Espinosa of the 
Washington Nationals, who hit a grand slam home run. This was 
Danny's second MLB home run. 
       Step Up To The Plate For Your Health featured Roger Caplinger, 
the head athletic trainer for the Milwaukee Brewers. Roger pointed out 
the importance of cool down, as well as warm up. Sudden stopping of 
exercise may lead to injury.  
       The 2010 Roberto Clemente Award honors the spirit of the 
community. Viewers were encouraged to vote.     
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the 
learning process. Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in 
the process. Children learn best by watching and mimicking athletic 
performance.  
Educational theme: Legends are narratives that are told as a true 
story, but may be difficult to confirm. There are collections of half-
forgotten tales about heroes and ideals.  
Educational theme: Hall of Fame induction and retirement of a 
player's uniform number are gestures of recognition earned through 
superior performance, service, merit or longevity. This formal 
acknowledgement is meant to show appreciation by reward of public 
honor. 
Educational theme: Educators may utilize this award as a method to 
teach the constitutional right of voting. It is a legal right guaranteed by 
the 15th amendment to the US constitution; then later guaranteed to 
women by the 19th amendment. 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented 
to the music of Issues as they perform Escape the Fate. TWIB 
showed some of baseball's finest plays of the past week. Infielders 
dove spectacularly for ground balls and then made creative throws. 



Outfielders slid, leaped at the wall and drove to make several fine 
plays. Outfielders also were shown throwing home with catchers 
tagging the runner out at the plate. Counsel’s game winning double 
and Hoffman's milestone save were revisited. Jim Thome's home run 
to tie Frank Robinson on the career home run list was featured.   
Educational theme: Effort and hustle are habits of good baseball 
players. There is no good reason not to hustle. Hustle must be a habit. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a 
turning point in history. An athletic accomplishment with historical 
significance is one that is marked for preservation by aficionados, 
players and national governing bodies of sport. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the 
beauty, grace, and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The 
aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the appreciation of 
baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed 
the required effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then 
the movements can be more easily duplicated and performed by the 
learner. The student is then physically educated. 


