
Re: This Week In Baseball  
Air Date: July 3, 2010 
   
TWIB Show #1113 "Fourth of July" 
Act One - "Nationals Rebuilding": After several disappointing 
seasons, the attitude of the Washington Nationals has changed the 
culture and mindset of the entire organization, thanks in part to GM 
Mike Rizzo. It begins with the homegrown talent of Gold Glove third 
baseman Ryan Zimmerman, Ian Desmond at shortstop, and Roger 
Bernadina in right field. The future of the Nationals is based around 
two of their first round selections in the first year player drafts. In 2009 
and 2010, they picked two college phenoms: pitcher Stephen 
Strasburg and power hitting youngster Bryce Harper. With power 
hitters Adam Dunn, Josh Willingham and Zimmerman already in the 
middle of the lineup, the future looks bright. Two veterans, future Hall 
of Fame catcher Ivan Rodriguez and pitcher Livan Hernandez, give 
the experience and stability needed for the young team to develop. 
Rizzo is moving all the pieces into place for a championship caliber 
franchise.  
Educational theme: Putting together a team is a process that only 
takes a few good men or women. Every revolution began with small 
groups of people.  
Educational theme: Leadership by example is based on a spiritual 
quality; the power to inspire others to follow. Learners learn from each 
other. 
Educational theme: A blend of diversity is an integral component of 
successful teams and organizations. Diversity takes many forms, such 
as, age, race and religion. 
Educational theme: Goal setting is the initial step leading to 
achievement. This is an ongoing process of continually re-establishing 
and creating higher goals. Done properly, it is the essence of intrinsic 
motivation. 
 
Act Two - "Batolin": Glenn Donnellan is a violinist for the National 
Symphony Orchestra. One day he played electric violin for a children's 
concert featuring technology, science and music. Inspired by that 
event, Donnellan decided to make a "Batolin", which he made by 



attaching components of an electric violin to a wooden baseball bat. 
Glenn has already played the National Anthem on his Batolin at three 
Nats games, with one more remaining on the schedule. He would like 
to play at the MLB All Star Game, and then have the winner of the 
Home Run Derby attempt to blow it up, by using it to hit the baseball. 
       The TWIBIA question was who was the last third baseman to hit 
in 30 straight games? The answer is George Brett, who had a 30 
game hitting streak when he hit .390 in 1980. 
       The Winning Road Trips segment salutes the teams and players 
that are able to win away from home. The Chicago White Sox have 
played nine games in National League parks this month and were 
victorious eight times. The Sox have played magnificently away from 
home. 
Educational theme: Innovation and creativity requires imagination to 
create new ideas or things. The concept of combining sports and the 
arts is a successful use of a new idea. 
Educational theme: Patriotic songs and various other kinds of music 
are meaningful symbols of who we are, as an individual, team, 
university, or country. They are the part of sport designed to create 
and enhance the atmosphere of excitement, joy and celebration. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and 
insignificant event; however, it is an important component of baseball 
legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a source 
of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Refresh":  The Pepsi Refresh Project reexamines 
the men and moments in MLB history that helped change the world by 
breaking down barriers and building communities. This is a tribute to 
refreshing ideas. In the bicentennial year of 1976, Rick Monday of the 
Chicago Cubs was playing center field at Dodger Stadium, when two 
anti-Americans attempted to set fire to the American flag. Rick quickly 
ran in and scooped up the flag before they could burn the Stars and 
Stripes. The LA fans gave Monday a well deserved ovation for his 
patriotic act. Rick went on to have a career year for the Cubs, and 
then was acquired by the Dodgers. He spent eight years in LA and 
helped the Dodgers reach the World Series. 
        The XM Call of the Week comes from Arizona, where Edwin 



Jackson threw the second no-run no-hitter in Diamondbacks history. 
       Gillette Rookies of the Month honors the top rookies in both 
leagues each month of the season. Jose Tabata of the Pittsburgh 
Pirates has hit safely in 15 of his first 19 MLB games.    
Educational theme: Respect for the flag is an indication of patriotism. 
Public dishonoring of the flag is regarded as an extreme form of 
dissent. In the USA making the public affirmation of loyalty to the flag 
is a civic duty. 
Educational theme: The national flag represents our country. It's an 
unchanging symbol of characteristics of our country, an ideal, and 
means of being proud of the United States of America. 
Educational theme: Patriotic acts are those that mark significant 
points in history. A heroic act in an athletic venue with historical 
significance is one that is marked for preservation by aficionados and 
players. 
Educational theme: The glory and romance of sport are preserved in 
the chronicles of landmark performances, because history is written by 
the victors. Documenting important events in a career create the 
history of the present. For if you lose sight of the past, you will lose 
sight of the future. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos": Harold Reynolds of the MLB Network 
spoke about the proper techniques needed to steal a base. The first 
component is a good lead off the base. The second component is a 
good start using a cross over step, as soon as the pitcher begins his 
motion to pitch. 
         The Going All Out segment is a close up look at players who 
have gone the extra mile. On July 4, 1985 over 44,000 fans watched 
the fireworks after the Mets and Braves game. After several 
thunderstorms, the rain delay was at 2 hours and 11 minutes. The 
game was a dramatic battle that finally finished in the 19th inning with 
a Mets victory. Then at 4:00 A.M., the post-game Fourth of July 
Fireworks display began.  
        The State Farm Big League Blast honors the Texas Rangers 
power hitter Josh Hamilton, who is on a 21 game hitting streak.  
        Step Up To The Plate For Your Health featured Roger Caplinger, 
the head athletic trainer for the Milwaukee Brewers. For those athletes 



who do not want to go to the gym to work out, it is suggested that they 
find other enjoyable methods of exercise, such as, running or playing 
baseball to stay active. 
Educational theme: Advanced baseball strategies include base 
running and base stealing skills. This requires more than mere speed, 
but also a cognitive component; therefore, this is a learned skill that 
can be taught. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the 
learning process. Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in 
the process. Children learn best by watching and mimicking athletic 
performance.  
Educational theme: Baseball is not a game measured by time, since 
it is measured in outs. To succeed one must keep hitting and pitching 
to keep the game alive and you have defeated time. 
Educational theme: Good conditioning and proper nutrition are 
important parts of athletic training for better performance. 
 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented 
to the song "Gold Guns Girls" by the band Metric. TWIB showed 
several long and significant home runs, along with numerous 
outstanding defensive plays by infielders and outfielders. Also, a few 
errors, collisions and celebrations were noted. Edwin Jackson's no-
hitter was once again cited. 
Educational theme: Documenting landmark performances is the 
history of the present. But if you lose sight of the past, you lose sight 
of the future. 
Educational theme: There is much to be learned from playing 
baseball. The game and the game of life are very similar. The way a 
person performs on the field may be the same way he performs in the 
game of life. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the 
beauty, grace, and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The 
aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the appreciation of 
baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed 
the required effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then 



the movements can be more easily duplicated and performed by the 
learner. The student is then physically educated. 
 


