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TWIB Show #1114 "All Star Preview" 
 
Act One - "American League Starters": The American League All-
Star starting line-up, as selected by the fans, was announced. The 
outfielders are Carl Crawford of the Rays, Josh Hamilton of the 
Rangers and Ichiro of the Mariners. The Rangers Vlad Guerrero is the 
DH. The infield is Evan Longoria of the Rays at third, the Yankees 
Derek Jeter at shortstop, another Yankee, Robinson Cano, at second 
and Justin Morneau of the Twins at first base. Also from the Twins is 
Joe Mauer who will be handling the catching.  
Educational theme: Aficionados are enthusiastic devotees to a sport, 
team and/ or player. Sports fans particularly have fun watching 
baseball. Fan involvement in the selection process enhances their role 
in the game of baseball. 
Educational theme: Honors and recognition are symbolic of athletic 
achievement and character that are regarded as something special. It 
is both humbling and satisfying to know that fans really respect one's 
accomplishments and how it was done. 
Educational theme: Fans and communities often establish passion 
for teams and individual athletes. There is an importance for spectator 
support. Cheering raises the emotions of athletes that lead to 
enhanced performance. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and 
insignificant event; however, it is an important component of baseball 
legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a source 
of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
 
Act Two - "National League Starters": As selected by the fans, the 
National League All-Star starting line-up was announced. The infield is 
Chase Utley of the Phillies at second base, Hanley Ramirez of the 
Marlins at shortstop, the Mets' David Wright at third base, and the 
Cardinals' Albert Pujols at first base. Yadier Molina of the Cardinals is 
the catcher. The outfield is Ryan Braun of the Brewers, Jason 
Heyward of the Braves and Andre Ethier of the Dodgers. 



       The TWIBIA question asked who was the last player before Torii 
Hunter to be an all-star for both the Twins and the Angels? The 
answer is Hall of Famer Ron Carew. Carew represented the Twins 
from 1967 to 1978, then the Angels from 1979 to 1984. 
       The Winning Road Trips segment salutes the teams and players 
that are able to win away from home. The Tampa Bay Rays have the 
best road record in baseball over the first half of the season. The Rays 
are 28 and 14 away from home. 
Educational theme: Aficionados are enthusiastic devotees to a sport, 
team and/ or player. Sports fans particularly have fun watching 
baseball. Fan involvement in the selection process enhances their role 
in the game of baseball. 
Educational theme: Honors and recognition are symbolic of athletic 
achievement and character that are regarded as something special. It 
is both humbling and satisfying to know that fans really respect one's 
accomplishments and how it was done. 
Educational theme: Fans and communities often establish passion 
for teams and individual athletes. There is an importance for spectator 
support. Cheering raises the emotions of athletes that lead to 
enhanced performance. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and 
insignificant event; however, it is an important component of baseball 
legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a source 
of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Refresh":  The Pepsi Refresh Project reexamines 
the men and moments in MLB history that helped change the world by 
breaking down barriers and building communities. This is a tribute to 
refreshing ideas. Past All-Star Games are filled with unforgettable 
iconic moments. In 1934, Carl Hubbell struck out five future Hall of 
Famers in a row: Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Jimmy Foxx, Al Simmons 
and Joe Cronin. In 1971, Reggie Jackson's home run at Tiger Stadium 
was a tape measure shot. In 1941, fans watched Joe DiMaggio -- in 
the midst of his 56 game hitting streak -- batting back-to-back with Ted 
Williams, who was hitting over .400 at the time. Williams hit a game 
winning walk off home run to lead the AL to victory. 
       The XM Call of the Week comes from Denver, where the 



Colorado Rockies scored nine runs in the ninth to win. It was the most 
unforgettable comeback in Rockies history. 
       Gillette Rookies of the Month honors the top rookies in both 
leagues each month of the season. The Pittsburgh Pirates' Pedro "El 
Toro" Alvarez hit his first MLB home run, the highlight of an eight 
game hitting streak.  
Educational theme: Recalling landmark events in a career are 
informal ways to evaluate performance, activity, and achievement. It is 
an account of athletic history collected, written and preserved for 
future generations.   
Educational theme: The glory and romance of sport are preserved in 
the chronicles of landmark performances, because history is written by 
the victors. Documenting important events in a career create the 
history of the present. For if you lose sight of the past, you will lose 
sight of the future. 
Educational theme: Clutch performances occur when a player 
delivers prime efforts time after time. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a 
turning point in history. An athletic accomplishment with historical 
significance is one that is marked for preservation by aficionados, 
players and national governing bodies of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos": Former Major League star infielders 
Barry Larkin and Harold Reynolds of MLB Network talked about and 
demonstrated the proper techniques needed to execute the relay 
throw from outfield to shortstop. The shortstop must give the outfielder 
a target, catch the ball on the glove side, slide his feet to prepare to 
throw and throw the ball chest high to the third baseman.  
          The Going All Out segment is a close up look at community 
leaders who have gone the extra mile. In St. Louis at the 2009 All-Star 
Game, MLB paid tribute to the All-Stars Among Us, ordinary folks who 
have performed acts of kindness and compassion for the benefit of 
others. Ryan Housley of Atlanta founded Hero Box, which is an 
organization that creates and ships custom care packages to service 
men overseas. California's Christine Shively started Knots of Love, 
which is a charity that makes caps for cancer patients and others in 
need. Richard Nares founded the Emilio Nares Foundation that offers 



information and support to families whose children are stricken with 
cancer.  TWIB recounted these stories as a prelude to the revelation 
of this year’s All-Stars Among Us selectees.  
        The State Farm Big League Blast salutes Gentleman Jim Thome 
of the Minnesota Twins, who just passed Harmon Killebrew of the 
Washington Senators and Twins, to stand alone in 10th place on the 
all time home run list. 
        Step Up To The Plate For Your Health featured Roger Caplinger, 
the head athletic trainer for the Milwaukee Brewers. He discussed the 
value of strength training to prevent osteoporosis, improve balance, 
mental health and to assist with sleep. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the 
learning process. Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in 
the process. Children learn best by watching and mimicking athletic 
performance.  
Educational theme: Giving back to the community through 
community service activities or fund raising programs for medical 
research are important to the life of the health of a community and its 
cultural aspirations. 
Educational theme: Milestones are methods to define achievement 
and preserve elite athletic performances. Records provide much of the 
tradition, lore and customs of sport. 
Educational theme: Strength training is an integral part of one's 
fitness program. It involves various modes resistance exercise that 
causes muscles to increase in strength, tone, mass and/or endurance. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented 
to the music of The Gas Light Anthem and their song Boxer from their 
album American Slang. TWIB again showed several leaping, over the 
shoulder and diving catches. More home runs by Albert Pujols and 
Josh Hamilton were shown, as was Jim Thome's 573rd home run. A 
few errors and misplays were noted. There were excellent examples 
of the curve ball and cutter pitches featured.  
Educational theme: There is much to be learned from playing 
baseball. The game and the game of life are very similar. The way a 
person performs on the field may be the same way he performs in the 
game of life. 



Educational theme: To err is human. Baseball is a game of failure, 
so it is how one rebounds and responds that is crucial. To understand 
Americans one must understand the game of baseball. Baseball in 
many ways defines the best philosophies of the American culture. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the 
beauty, grace, and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The 
aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the appreciation of 
baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed 
the required effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then 
the movements can be more easily duplicated and performed by the 
learner. The student is then physically educated. 


