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The Q 106.5 News Department covers a variety of topics and issues through its news coverage Monday 

through Friday, with additional focus on issues and community concerns covered during weekend 

programming with the Sunday morning show Maine Concerns. Our News Director is in regular contact 

with local, county, state and federal officials. In addition, community leaders and nonprofit 

organizations are contacted to determine what issues are of greatest concern to our listening audience.  

The Q 106.5 newscasts air Monday-Friday at 6:00, 7:00, and 8:00 a.m. It’s also important to note many 

of our news stories are also posted on line on our website at q1065.fm.  

Stories covered generally fall into the following categories: 

Crime- Q106.5 covers stories we think are important to Maine residents from drug trafficking to scams 

and security related issues.  When necessary, we support efforts of law enforcement by releasing names 

and information pertaining to missing person’s cases or searches. We’re in regular contact with the 

Maine Public Safety spokesman, Maine Emergency Management Agency, and Maine Drug Enforcement 

Agency. We also cover marine crime related stories with information provided by U.S. Coast Guard and 

Marine Patrol. 

Public Safety-Q106.5 covers stories that impact the public safety of community which can run the gamut 

from natural disasters to police emergencies like shootings or standoffs. 

Health- Q106.5 covers a wide variety of health related stories and work with regional hospitals, the 

Maine CDC, and other organizations to get the word out about conferences, medical developments, 

viruses, and seasonal concerns like Lyme Disease or flu. Many of our stories dealing with public safety 

can be considered health related as well, citing our warnings about CO poisoning during power outages 

as one example. 

Economy-The economic struggles faced by Maine and the nation continue to dominate our news 

coverage. We continue to report on laws and initiatives affecting the economy as it relates to municipal, 

state and federal programs and services. We report on training and development opportunities in the 

state as well as job fair activities. 

Environment-Our environmental coverage spans a wide variety of stories to promoting public hearings 

such as the DEP hearings for the Juniper Landfill in Old Town, or the public hearings on the DCP 

Midstream proposed liquid propane tank in Searsport, to stories about necropsies on whales. 

Education-Q 106.5 covers stories in Maine from school budgets to school safety initiatives. Stories about 

innovative college studies and research are also covered. 

Community-Q 106.5 recognizes the work of community non-profit groups who utilize volunteers to 

promote the general welfare of Maine citizens. From food drives to help feed those struggling seniors 



Downeast, to matching grant challenges to serve single mothers, to charity runs and concerts, Q 106.5 

provides a lot of coverage for these kinds of events. 

If the situation warrants, the News Director will include stories of national significance and those 

stories might include anything from National Security, Natural Disasters, Congressional activities or 

Presidential declarations. 

The following is an extensive sampling of our newscast content during the first quarter of 2018: 

1-2-18 

The cold temperatures in Maine is setting records, with Bangor hitting 24 degrees below zero on Sunday 

morning, breaking a record of minus-16 degrees for that day in 2013. Portland recorded sixteen below 

zero on Monday, breaking a record of minus-twelve set in 1964. Mainers will get a brief break from the 

cold late Wednesday when a weather front will allow the temperatures to climb into the low 20’s, but 

that front will also bring us some snow. (:15 Environment 6, 7) 

A new public safety campaign will work to make Maine’s roads safer, after one of the worst years for 

highway deaths in ten years, and the deadliest year on record for pedestrians. The Heads-Up campaign 

will work with municipalities to address safety issues, and will offer reflective patches to pedestrians. 

(:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

1-3-18 

While the number of flu cases is down so far this season, officials say this year’s influenza A is more 

severe than usual and is causing more hospitalizations. The Maine CDC reports 373 flu cases reported 

before Christmas, with 99 of those sending patients to the hospital. Mainers are reminded to cover their 

cough, wash hands often, stay home if they’re sick, and consider getting a flu shot to lessen the severity 

of the illness. (:15 Health 6, 7) 

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is auctioning off 10 moose permits for next fall’s 

hunting season. Over two thousand permits were awarded last season in the annual moose lottery, but 

this time around it’s an auction, with the permits going to the highest bidder who must then tell officials 

when and where they intend to hunt. Bids will be accepted until February 15
th

 through Maine dot gov. 

(:15 Environment + Community 6, 7) 

1-4-18 

Mainers are bracing for a major winter storm today that will be followed by subzero temperatures. 

Emera Maine and CMP crews are at the ready, expecting to work around the clock to restore power that 

could be knocked out by over a foot of snow and high winds. Find a complete list of cancellations and 

information on warming centers in Bangor by logging onto our station’s website. (:10 Public Safety + 

Community 6, 7) 



The Maine Emergency Management Agency advises outfitting your vehicle before leaving the house 

today, to make sure you’re prepared in case you get stranded and have to wait for a tow truck. Your 

emergency pack should include things like a shovel, water and snack food, an extra hat, socks, and 

mittens, and a blanket. Charge your cellphone ahead of time and have emergency numbers handy, in 

case you need them. (:15 Public Safety + Community 6, 7) 

1-5-18 

Maine will get help from the federal government covering the cost of damages caused by October’s 

massive windstorm. More than 400 thousand customers were left without power when the storm 

uprooted trees and took down power lines. 13 counties are now eligible for funds through FEMA’s 

Public Assistance program. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

Local musicians will gather at Jeff’s Catering in Brewer this Sunday to perform at a spaghetti dinner that 

will benefit the family of a little girl who has dealt with a-Plastic anemia, staph infections, 

chemotherapy, and a bone marrow transplant. The Bring Bee Home fundraise will feature the dinner, 

live music, and an auction with items like a Waterfront Concert VIP package. Find more information on 

the fundraiser being held Sunday from 2 to 7, log onto the Bring Bee Home event page on Facebook.(:15 

Community 6, 7) 

1-8-18 

Once the holidays are over, most people concentrate on getting through the winter, and forget about 

the shelters and food pantries that still need help. The Bangor Area Homeless Shelter says it’s in need of 

things like waterproof gloves, sturdy boots, and warm blankets. Learn more about you can help at 

Bangor area shelter dot org. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has awarded nearly 340 thousand dollars to the state of 

Maine in an effort to clean up diesel pollution. The money will be used to reduce emissions from older, 

heavy-duty diesel engines that emit large amounts of pollutants that can cause serious health problems. 

(:10 Economy + Environment 6, 7) 

1-9-18 

Mainers are urged to clear the snow from their roofs before the warm weather later this week. With 

that warming trend will come rain, which will make the rooftop snow heavy and could cause a collapse. 

It happened over the weekend at Bangor’s Airport Mall where a metal canopy gave way under the 

weight of the snow.  (:10 Environment + Community 6, 7) 

Rising temperatures this week should give some relief to drivers who are still dealing with some icy road 

conditions. A spokesperson for the Maine DOT told TV-5 that the dynamics of the blizzard and the 

extremely cold weather that followed have made their usual methods of deicing ineffective, since there 

needs to be some melting for the sand to really stick to the road. He’s hoping the warming trend this 

week will help them clear the roads more efficiently. (:15 Public Safety 6, 7) 



1-10-18 

The Lincoln water district signed an agreement this week that will sell water that would have been 

consumed by the old mill to the Poland Springs Water Company. In all, the deal will pay Lincoln Water 

about a quarter of a million dollars annually for 10 years. The town is in hopes that Poland Springs will 

build a bottling facility there, boosting the local economy and job market. (:15 Environment + Economy 

6, 7) 

Maine might be getting a new license plate design that would be available for purchase, like the wildlife 

and shelter pet plates. The new one would support sick kids, with sale proceeds to benefit the Barbara 

Bush Children’s Hospital. If the proposal passes in the legislature, the plates could be available in 

October. (:10 Health 6, 7) 

1-11-18 

The University of Maine system is exploring changes to its free speech policy which could be reflected in 

the classroom. In an effort to avoid losing its nonprofit status or federal funding, the current proposal 

would prohibit faculty members from engaging in political activity while on the job or acting in an official 

capacity, possibly preventing staff from discussing political issues in the classroom. The measure is still 

under review. (:15 Education 6, 7) 

Two boys, ages 12 and 14, are being hailed as heroes after saving an elderly woman who had fallen and 

broken and broken a bone while trying to enter her house. Emmett Moshier and Logan Leighton were 

out for a walk when they heard a quiet cry for help and a dog bark. When they found the woman lying 

on the freezing ground, they called Moshier’s Mom and then helped the woman inside, likely saving her 

life. (:15 Community 6, 7) 

1-12-18 

The Maine Emergency Management agency is warning of the potential for flooding with today’s warm 

temperatures and rain. They advise obeying road blocks, never driving or walking onto a flooded road 

since you can’t see what’s beneath the water, and avoiding moving water that could carry your vehicle 

away. Folks can access citizens’ alerts at Maine dot gov slash MEMA. (:15 Environment + Public Safety 6, 

7) 

The Maine Department of Health and Human services says the number of drug-affected babies born in 

the state went down last year, for the first time in more than a decade. Officials say the number 

dropped by 72 babies in 2017 compared to the previous year, however they say it’s too early to say if 

the declining number is any indication of progress against the opioid epidemic. (:15 Health 6, 7) 

1-15-18 

Flooding is causing problems around the state, including in Augusta and Hallowell, where the Kennebec 

River rose so fast, it nearly submerged cars in a Front Street Parking lot. Augusta Police say the good 

news is the weather quieted down on Sunday, so the waters should recede and then they can begin the 



cleanup. In other areas, like downtown Waterville, plugged storm drains caused severe flooding on city 

streets. (:15 Environment 6, 7) 

Maine’s Secretary of State is warning residents to steer clear of for-profit websites that offer services 

provided by the state for free. Matt Dunlap says people are looking to access state services, like vehicle 

registrations, with the start of the new year, and they can do that through the state’s website, Maine 

dot gov. He says other sites aren’t illegal, but could end up costing folks more money. (:15 Economy + 

Community 6, 7) 

1-16-18 

Fire Departments around the state are working with the American Red Cross to install smoke alarms, for 

free, in the houses of anyone who wants them. It’s all part of the national Home Fire that aims to reduce 

home fire deaths and injuries by 2020. Anyone in need of smoke alarms can contact their local fire 

department. (:10 Public Safety + Community 6, 7) 

And anyone interested in the placement of a skate park in Bangor is encouraged to show up at the Mary 

Snow School gymnasium tonight at 6 for a second public meeting. There are three possible locations for 

the park that will be discussed, including Broadway Park, Williams Park, and behind the Parks and Rec 

building on Main Street. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

1-17-18 

The EMMC Champion the Cure challenge has added a new way to participate, this time on horseback or 

in the water. The annual event in August that benefits local cancer research already gives participants a 

choice to walk, run, ride bicycles or motorcycles, and now they can ride horses to raise money or paddle 

a canoe. Find more information at CTC challenge dot org. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

1-18-18 

Folks took to social media yesterday to report that they heard a large noise, like an explosion. The U.S. 

Geological Survey now says that it was an earthquake, that measured two-point-six in magnitude, that 

struck just before 7:00 last night near Richmond. This was the first earthquake in Maine since June. (:10 

Environment 6, 7) 

Tickets are on sale now for Bangor’s annual Father Daughter Valentine’s Dance, which is open to girls in 

grades K through 7
th

. Registrations are available to Bangor residents only through the end of January, 

when the remaining tickets will be available to non-residents. The event that’s planned for February 10
th

 

sells out every year, so folks are encouraged to get their tickets through Bangor Parks and Rec before 

they’re gone. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

1-19-18 

The Warden Service is urging residents to use extreme caution on Maine’s waterways after a series of 

accidents has sent several snowmobiles plunging through the ice. Game wardens say at least twelve 



people have reported breaking through thin ice on snowmobiles in the last 3 days. Rain and warm 

temperatures last week have deteriorated ice conditions statewide. (:10 Public Safety + Environment 6, 

7) 

Widespread flu activity has forced the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland to change some of its normal 

practices, out of concern for the health of its parishioners. Church officials announced yesterday that its 

suspending the sharing of consecrated wine during communion and all activities that include the 

clasping or shaking of hands. In addition, priests are instructed to place the host into worshippers’ hands 

during communion instead of on their tongues. (:15 Health 6, 7) 

1-22-18 

When only five percent of participants in a new cybersecurity training program were female, the 

company that created it started an offshoot called Girls Go Cyber Start. The program that uses online 

games of discovery aims to introduce high school girls to the field, which is poised for job growth in the 

coming years. Maine students who take part in the program will do so along with students from more 

than a dozen other states. (:15 Education 6, 7) 

A Bangor group that works as an advocacy group for marginal communities is collecting blankets and 

sleeping bags at its Pine Street office that will be given to folks in need of some relief from the cold. 

Health Equity Alliance works with a variety of groups, including AIDS patients and people dealing with 

drug addictions. Find more information at Maine health equity dot org. (:15 Community 6, 7) 

1-23-18 

Fire crews have been busy in recent weeks battling the elements and often a lack of water at rural fires. 

A 66-year-old woman, whose name hasn’t been released, died in a fire at her Surry home over the 

weekend. Fire officials remind residents to have working smoke detectors in the home and clear snow 

out of driveways and away from all the entrances to the residence. (:15 Public Safety 6, 7) 

AARP volunteers are ready to help prepare your taxes for free if you have low to moderate income. Tax 

Aide volunteers have set up shops around the state in libraries and other locations. To find a prep site 

near you, log onto aarp.org slash tax aide. (:10 Community + Economy 6, 7) 

1-24-18 

A bill before lawmakers would make it illegal for a sex offender to take pictures of children without the 

consent of their parents. Representative Matthew Pouliot’s bill is in response to a controversy in 

Augusta where parents complained to police about a similar situation but where told that the man 

wasn’t breaking any laws. The proposal would make it a misdemeanor punishable by up to a year in 

prison and a two thousand dollar fine. (:15 Crime 6, 7) 

An evening of comedy, food, and auction items Saturday in Bangor will benefit the Make A Wish 

foundation. The Wishing Under the Stars Gala is put on by the Bangor Kiwanis and includes a full dinner, 



live and silent auction, and comedian Juston McKinney. Find more information and purchase tickets 

through the Facebook page for the Bangor Kiwanis.(:10 Community 6, 7) 

1-25-18 

The flu is causing headaches for the American Red Cross who says blood platelets are being distributed 

to hospitals faster than they’re coming in. More than 16 thousand blood and platelet donations have 

gone uncollected this month so a blood drive is being held this Friday from 10 to 3 at the USDA office on 

Illinois Avenue in Bangor. Find more information at Red Cross Blood dot org. (:15 Health + Community  

6, 7) 

The Coast Guard has broken up ice jams on the Kennebec River, something officials say usually isn’t 

done during the winter. But the jams have produced heavy flooding this year so they decided to head up 

the river, which officials say should prevent any flooding in the future. (:10 Environment 6, 7) 

1-26-18 

A new program at the University of Maine will help students prepare for engineering careers in the 

state. WVII-TV reports Maine companies have more than fourteen hundred vacancies in the field 

annually, so U-Maine is launching the Maine Engineering pathways program in the fall that will allow 

students to begin their studies at one of the smaller campuses. (:15 Education 6, 7) 

A food pantry in Palmyra is in desperate need of donations, as people struggle to feed their families and 

provide heat for their homes. The Palmyra Baptist Worship Center Soup Kitchen and Food Bank is 

looking for donations of canned goods, dry products, and cash which can be dropped off at their 

location on Main Street Thursday through Saturday. (:15 Community 6, 7) 

1-29-18 

Mainers are reminded to never try and thaw frozen pipes using an open flame after a house fire on Palm 

Street Saturday. A tenant in the two-unit building was doing that in the basement when the fire started, 

and then delayed calling 911 while he tried to extinguish it himself. Fire officials recommend using a hair 

dryer to thaw the pipes. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

Folks are invited to register now to jump into frozen Phillips Pond in Dedham to help send kids to two 

Maine summer camps.  The dual event planned for February 24
th

 will help send children with disabilities 

to Camp Capella, and send kids with life threatening illnesses to Camp Sunshine. Find more information 

and get signed up at Camp Capella dot org. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

1-30-18 

Governor Paul LePage says access to the overdose antidote naloxone at pharmacies should be restricted 

to people over the age of 21, who are old enough to buy cigarettes. House Speaker Sara Gideon has 

accused the governor of playing games with people’s lives, while LePage says he feels the life-saving 

drug is a crutch that keeps people using drugs. (:10 Health 6, 7) 



1-31-18 

The Coast Guard is giving up its efforts to break up ice on the Kennebec River, after three ice breakers 

ran into problems last week. WVII-TV reports they made it up as far as the Kennebec Bridge in Richmond 

before finding the ice, that’s up to five feet thick in some areas, is just too dense to break. One of those 

breakers will now head to the Penobscot River and the rest are going back to port. (:15 Environment 6, 

7) 

A Norwegian company says it has purchased land on the outskirts of Belfast and plans to build one of 

the world’s largest land-based salmon farms. Nordic Aquafarms says the project would include a 150 

million dollar investment, employ 60 people, and take about two years to complete. (:10 Economy + 

Environment 6, 7) 

2-1-18 

A new phone scam is popping up in Maine. This time, it’s a group calling themselves “Money grants’ who 

are offering grants from twenty dollars to fifty-thousand dollars that can only be contacted by text 

message, and demands money for administrative fees up front. The Waldo County Sheriff’s Office 

reminds residents to never give out any personal or financial information by phone or text. (:15 Crime + 

Public Safety 6, 7) 

The shuttered mill in Old Town has been bought by a joint venture that plans to redevelop it into a wood 

fiber complex housing multiple tenants. OTM Holdings announced yesterday that it had purchased the 

mill and saved it from demolition from the liquidation company that formerly owned it. Company 

officials say the building will capitalize on both the mill’s energy generation capabilities and on the 

surrounding forestland. (:15 Economy 6, 7) 

2-2-18 

The number of deaths related to the flu has risen to 28 residents, according to the Maine CDC, and the 

season’s not over yet. Health officials advise residents to wash their hands often, cover their coughs, 

and stay home if they’re sick to avoid spreading the virus. (:10 Health 6, 7) 

The 45
th

 annual Pine Tree Camp snowmobile ride-in is being held tomorrow to raise money for the camp 

that serves children and adults with disabilities. In addition, an all-you-eat breakfast will be held at the 

Hungry Hollows 76ers snowmobile club in Levant from 7 to 9, and a lunch of pulled pork sandwiches and 

fish chowder will be served up at the Newport Armory from 11 to 1, with all the proceeds to help send 

kids to camp. To make a donation, call 991-9500 or stop by Danforth’s Downhome supermarket in 

Hermon today between 2 and 6. (:15 Community 6, 7) 

2-5-18 

Maine Revenue Services is warning residents of a phone scam that's targeting taxpayers, telling them 

they overpaid their taxes last year and are owed a refund. The scammers have spoofed the caller ID, so 

it appears the call is actually coming from the state agency. Maine Revenue officials say the department 

will never use the phone to contact taxpayers of a refund.  (:10 Crime 6, 7) 



 

A local group that works to build Recovery Ready communities will hold an open house tomorrow night 

to educate the public and answer questions about their organization. Young People In Recovery works 

to support those in recovery, educate students, and influence legislation. Find more information about 

the open house, planned for 7:00 Tuesday at the BARN in Brewer, on the Facebook page for YPR 

Brewer. (:15 Community 6, 7) 

 

2-6-18 

 

LL Bean is reducing its workforce through an employee buyout plan and other belt tightening measures 

that should result in the dissolution of 500 full-time jobs. Any employee who has worked for the 

company at least 15 years and is at least 55 years old has the option to take a buyout. The changes, 

including the elimination of its pension plan, are due to a couple of years of flat sales. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

Folks in the Augusta area can send singing valentines, courtesy of a barbershop quartet known as ‘Heart 

n Soul.’ The four women have received the Image of Harmony award for their community outreach, and 

help fund their good works with this annual fundraiser. Anyone interested in this special Valentine’s 

treat can email the quartet at hug a book 4 @yahoo dot com. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

2-7-18 

Many Mainers were startled yesterday to receive a tsunami warning on their phones. A routine National 

Weather Service test resulted in a false push notification about a tsunami warning, and now the 

National Weather Service is trying to figure out what went wrong. This latest alert flub follows one in 

Hawaii that mistakenly alerted cellphone users to a ballistic missile attack. (:10 Public Safety, 

Environment 6, 7) 

The application period is open for the 2018 moose hunt and, this year, the Department of Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife is only accepting online applications. Typically, tens of thousands of people apply 

for the hunt, with a limited number drawn in a lottery. The number of permits allowed this year has not 

yet been determined. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

2-8-18 

Health officials say there’s been an increase in syphilis cases in the state, mirroring a national trend. The 

Maine CDC reports the number of reported cases went from 48 in 2016 to 84 last year. Officials believe 

opioid use and waning concerns about HIV have contributed to attitudes about having unprotected sex. 

(:10 Health 6, 7) 

A snowmobile ride and spaghetti supper this Saturday is being held in memory of a firefighter who died 

in the line of duty, and will benefit a local student. The 2
nd

 Annual Peter Larlee Scholarship snowmobile 

ride will take to the trails at 10:30 Saturday morning from the East Branch Sno Rovers Club, with a public 

supper to follow. Find more information on the Facebook page for the Captain Peter A Larlee 

Scholarship. (:15 Community 6, 7) 

2-9-18 



A proposal put forward by the Lepage administration would add an annual fee of between 150 and 250 

dollars on electric and hybrid cars in order to pay for highway maintenance. A Maine DOT spokesperson 

says the fee is reasonable because owners of those vehicles pay less in gas tax than other vehicle 

owners. But opponents say it punishes drivers who use green technology. (:15 Economy 6, 7) 

The United Way of Eastern Maine is once again offering shelves to local businesses, so they can collect 

donations for area food pantries. The goal is to collect fifteen thousand pounds of non-perishable food 

items. Find more information about the pantry project at united way EM dot org.(:10 Community 6, 7) 

2-12-18 

Mainers who lost health care coverage when Anthem stopped selling plans through the federal 

marketplace still have time to buy a new plan. State officials say they qualify for a special enrollment 

period that ends on March 1
st

, and can sign up for plans through Harvard Pilgrim or Community Health 

options. (:10 Health 6, 7) 

Folks in Washington County are still reeling from the sudden closure of the Downeast Correctional 

Facility, which put many local people on leave, and left some local businesses that employed inmates, 

short-staffed. Correctional officers, under a directive from the governor, took over the prison just after 

midnight Friday and moved all the inmates to the Mountain View facility in Charleston. Staff members 

were put on paid administrative leave until next month. (:15 Public Safety 6, 7) 

2-13-18 

Governor Paul LePage will give his State of the State address today, addressing a joint session of the 

Maine Legislature. Last year’s address was broadcast on Facebook because the governor said he wanted 

to speak to the public, not lawmakers. His final year in office, he says, will be dedicated to pushing to tax 

conservation land owned by trusts. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

St. Joseph’s Hospital is holding a job fair from noon to 7 Thursday, looking to fill a variety of nurses 

positions. The hospital has openings in cardiac health, home health, neurology, and progressive care.  

Anyone interested in applying who can’t make the fair is encouraged to apply online at st joes healing 

dot org. (:10 Economy, Community 6, 7) 

2-14-18 

A Bangor organization that works to transition the city’s homeless population into affordable housing is 

holding a white-out event on Saturday. A truck will be outside Shaw’s supermarket in Bangor from 10 to 

4 on Saturday, with volunteers collecting donations of toilet tissue, paper towels, and personal care 

items, along with things like bedding, towels, kitchen items, and cash. Find more information at 

welcome to housing dot com. (:15 Community 6, 7) 

2-15-18 and 2-16-18 

No news due to illness 



2-20-18 

After a deadly weekend on the trails, The Warden Service is reminding snowmobile riders to operate at 

safe speeds, always been in control of their sleds, and never drink and ride. Three people were killed in 

two separate accidents over the weekend, including a Hermon man and his 10-year-old son. Wardens 

say the bouts of warm weather this winter have caused unpredictable conditions. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

If you’ve noticed some increased traffic in Bangor this week, it’s because the high school basketball 

tournaments are back in town. Each year, families ‘make a day of it,’ eating in restaurants and doing 

some shopping while they’re in town for the games, which is great for the local economy. However, 

officials ask that drivers be patient and use caution, especially around the Cross Insurance Center. (:10 

Public Safety 6, 7) 

2-21-18 

This year’s flu epidemic has hospitals taking extreme measures to limit the spread of the influenza and 

other respiratory viruses to patients. EMMC is limiting visitors to two per patient at a time and requiring 

that children under 12 not enter the hospital. Officials say this is a temporary measure that will require a 

quick screening for flu-like symptoms as visitors enter the hospital. (:15 Health 6, 7) 

A Bangor crisis center that helps pregnant teens and teaches parenting skills is looking for donations to 

help keep its new facility running. The Shepherd’s Godparent Home got a huge hand up recently when a 

local businessman bought a home for the group, but now it will take funding to keep providing its 

services. Find more information at godparent home ME dot com. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

2-22-18 

Relief is on the way from FEMA after October’s devastating wind storm. The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency will provide financial assistance to the state, local, and tribal governments, as well 

as private non-profit organizations. In addition, funding may be available to help activities that affect 

historic properties, wetlands, or the flood plain. (:10Economy, Environment 6, 7) 

A spaghetti dinner this Saturday in Fairfield will benefit the family of a little girl who’s battling cancer. 

Amelia Johnson is just two years old and has already been through a 17-hour surgery, with a long road 

to recovery in front of her. The dinner and silent auction will be held this Saturday from 3 to 7 in the 

Carter Gym at Kennebec Valley Community College.(:10 Community 6, 7) 

2-23-18 

The Maine CDC says less people died of heroin overdoses in Maine last year, but the news is not all 

good. Fentanyl-related deaths rose by 27 percent, with the number attributed to cocaine and 

methamphetamine also seeing an increase. In all, drug-induced deaths in Maine went up 11 percent 

from the year before. (:10 Health 6, 7) 



Another land-based salmon farm is planned for Maine, this time at the site of the former Verso paper 

mill in Bucksport. Whole Oceans of Yarmouth is buying the site, with a planned investment of more than 

250 million dollars. In Belfast, Nordic Aquafarms has announced plans to build a similar, larger facility. 

(:10 Economy, Environment 6, 7) 

2-26-18 

Eastern Maine Development Corporation has launched an on the job training program that offers to 

folks who have been laid off a paycheck while they learn a new trade. EMDC is looking for people 

interested in working in Information Technology, Hospitality, Manufacturing, Healthcare, and 

Construction or Boat Building. In addition, they’re seeking any employers in these fields interested in 

taking part in the OJT program. (:15 Community, Economy  6, 7) 

A seminar at the Bangor Y tomorrow will help folks learn more about how to avoid getting scammed. 

Sheriff Troy Morton will be at the Y between 1 and 2 tomorrow afternoon with information geared 

mainly toward adults age 55 and older. The event is free but folks are encouraged to pre-register at 

bangor Y dot org. (:10 Public Safety, Community, Crime 6,  7) 

2-27-18 

It’s National Eating Disorder Awareness Week and so Acadia Hospital has produced a video to help 

parents and friends identify the warning signs. Often people who suffer from anorexia, bulimia, or binge 

eating don’t know they have a problem, so it’s important for others to encourage them to get help. Find 

the video at Acadia hospital dot org slash Acadia cares. (:15 Health 6, 7) 

Literacy Volunteers is looking for folks interested in becoming tutors, to work with people seeking 

everything from better reading comprehension to high school equivalency preparation. A background in 

teaching is not necessary as all the training is provided. Find more information at LV Bangor dot org. (:10 

Education, Community 6, 7) 

2-28-18 

A fundraiser in Bangor this Saturday will benefit a local musician who has survived a bout of cancer and 

recently sustained a head injury. The dinner, silent auction, and karaoke party will benefit Jessi Mallory 

and starts at 5:30 at the Bangor Grange on Ohio Street. Find more information on the Fundraiser for 

Jessi Mallory Facebook event page. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

3-1-18 

Downeast Toyota in Brewer is holding a Doggy Drive today, to benefit the Bangor Humane Society. Folks 

are encouraged to drop by between 10 and 4:30 and leave donations of pet food, blankets, toys, and 

other things to help care for the shelter animals. In addition, there will be treats for any pups who stop 

by, games, and a photo booth, all for the pets. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

3-2-18 



The Grand in Ellsworth is holding a Hollywood blockbuster poster sale from 11 to 1 on Saturday, a 

chance for folks to get their hands on some classic posters for just five dollars each. Proceeds from the 

sales will benefit the Grand’s Skip Baker Memorial Fund. Find more information at grand online dot org. 

(:10 Community 6, 7) 

3-5-18 

Snowmobile riders are being cautioned about pressure ridges on lakes and ponds after two accidents 

over the weekend. Both accidents were on Rangeley pond, near the same spot, but wardens say they're 

popping up on many bodies of water. Riders should use extreme caution, especially when riding at night. 

(:10 Environment, Community 6, 7) 

State entomologists say it’s time for property owners to remove a species of invasive caterpillars from 

their trees that cause a rash, similar to poison ivy. Folks can get rid of them by clipping out the webs 

from their trees and dropping them into buckets of soapy water to soak overnight. (:10 Environment 6, 

7) 

3-6-18 

Students across the state are planning a school walkout on March 14
th

 as a way to send a message about 

school violence, but it’s caused some controversy in some schools where students are being told they 

will be marked ‘absent’ if they participate. In Brewer, administrators have come up with a different plan, 

and will allow students to gather in the gym to talk with teachers, police officers, and each other about 

their concerns. (:15 Education 6, 7) 

Penquis is looking for volunteer drivers, who will be responsible for taking folks to doctor’s 

appointments, medical treatments, and personal errands. Volunteers are especially needed in 

Greenville, Dover-Foxcroft, Dexter, and Milo. Find more information at penquis dot org. (:10 Community 

6, 7) 

3-7-18 

The 4th annual Maine Science Festival is coming up March 15
th

 to the 18th in Bangor, with more than 50 

events and activities planned for the Cross Insurance Center, Downtown Bangor, and Husson University. 

Each year, the event offers hands-on activities, workshops, exhibits, and films for people of all ages who 

are interested in learning more about science. For a schedule of events, log onto Maine science festival 

dot org. (:10 Education, Community 6, 7) 

 

3-8-18 

 

Influenza season seems to be winding down, but many Mainers are still dealing with it as another five 

deaths have been reported. In all, the Maine CDC says 61 people have died of the flu this year, meaning 

that influenza was specifically listed on their death certificates. Residents are urged to continue covering 

their coughs, washing hands often, and staying home when they’re sick to prevent spreading the virus. 

(:15 Health 6, 7) 



Challenger Learning Center is signing kids up for its April Vacation Camps, but they’re filling up fast. Daily 

topics include Space Day, DaVinci Day, Detective Day, and Lego Day for Superheroes. Find more 

information and get kids signed up at astronaut dot org. (:10 Education, Community 6, 7) 

3-9-18 

Students in the Bethel-area school district will be in class an extra hour for the next month to make up 

for the time lost because of snow days. So far, the district has lost nine days to bad weather, and adding 

an hour to each day for the next 25 days, will gain back five of them. This way, the students won’t still 

have to be in school in late June. (:15 Education 6, 7) 

An open house to discuss the next phase of reconstruction work on Route 3 will be held next week in 

Bar Harbor. DOT officials are hoping folks will show up at the Bar harbor town office Tuesday afternoon 

at 3 to discuss the reconstruction of Route 3 below Crooked Road. Find more information on the project 

at Maine dot gov. (:15 Community 6, 7) 

3-12-18 

Mainers are struggling to adjust to the time change with Daylight Savings Time, but fire officials say it’s 

important to remember to also change the batteries in smoke detectors. Since those batteries should be 

changed twice a year, it’s a good reminder to do it when the clocks are adjusted. Anyone who doesn’t 

have working detectors should contact their town office for help in getting them. (:15 Public Safety 6, 7) 

It’s expected to be a great year for one of Maine’s most significant fisheries, as Asian fishermen are 

seeing a poor harvest for elvers this year. Maine is the only U.S. State with a significant fishery for the 

baby eels that are sole for about thirteen-hundred dollars a pound to Asian Aquaculture companies, 

although that price could go up this year. The elver fishing season begins on March 22
nd

. (:10 

Environment, Economy 6, 7) 

3-13-18 

The Maine Department of Transportation is looking for suggestions of funny sayings to put on those 

huge signs along the highway. Come up with a clever safety message, and you could win prizes like 

tickets from the Maine State Ferry Service of a pass to the Maine Wildlife Park. Find more information 

about how to enter at Maine dot gov slash MDOT. (:10 Community, Public Safety 6, 7) 

3-14-18 

A planned facility in Saco could change the landscape of the state’s lobster industry, as it will offer a 

space for lobsters to be processed in Maine. Last year, over 200 million dollars’ worth of lobsters are 

shipped to Canada for processing but, with this new facility, could be handled here, keeping the revenue 

in Maine. Ready Seafood hopes to break ground in June and get the first phase of the project open in 

2019. (:15 Economy 6, 7) 



The Travis Mills Foundation is inviting Vietnam Veterans to join them for a free breakfast on March 29
th

, 

which is National Vietnam Veterans Day. Mills says Vietnam Veterans walked around the hospital where 

he recovered from his injuries and made sure that all the soldiers were welcomed home, so he wants to 

do something to honor them. The breakfast is being held at 8:00 at the Waterville Elks Lodge in 

Waterville. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

3-15-18 

Fire officials caution Mainers to check around their houses for any vents that are blocked by snow. A 

blocked dryer or heating vent could cause carbon monoxide to build up. In addition, anyone using a 

generator is reminded to use it according to factory specifications in an outdoor area with plenty of 

ventilation. (:10 Public safety, Health 6, 7) 

School district AOS 92 will be dissolved, after a vote yesterday that suffered low turnout because of the 

storm. The communities of Waterville, Vassalboro, and Winslow voted separately, and will enter in an 

agreement now in order to contract services with each other, including transportation, maintenance, 

payroll, and others. Additional personnel will be hired to perform the roles currently being done by a 

central office staff. (:10 Education 6, 7) 

3-16-18 

A judge ruled this week that neither the governor nor the department of corrections have the authority 

to close a prison without legislative approval. Maine’s attorney general, union reps, and the Washington 

County Commission sought the injunction after the sudden closure of the Downeast Correctional Facility 

in February, despite the fact that the place was funded through June. It’s not clear what will come next 

for the prison, as lawmakers have been unable to agree on funding for another year. (:15 Public Safety 6, 

7) 

Parents of students at Windham High School are speaking out against a recent lockdown drill, during 

which a police officer entered the cafeteria and instructed students to ‘get down.’ The drill was meant 

as a way for the officers to familiarize themselves with the layout of the building, and school officials 

now say it was not meant to raise the anxiety of the students. They sent a letter to parents assuring 

them that nothing like this happens again.(:15 Education, Public Safety 6, 7) 

3-20-18 

Residents may notice something different about the squirrels around their homes this year, including 

lesions and burns on their skin, and an overall sense of lethargy. Wildlife officials told TV-5 it’s called 

Squirrel Pox and, while it looks scary doesn’t pose a threat to humans. Find more information on the 

Facebook page for Maine Wildlife Management. (:10 Environment, Health 6, 7) 

Hundreds of new University of Maine students could soon be going to school for free, thanks to financial 

aid awards from the Promise Initiative, which would completely cover the cost of tuition and standard 

fees for first-year students. The program launched last year and would benefit the students with the 

greatest financial need. Find more information at UMA dot EDU. (:10 Education, Economy 6, 7) 



3-21-18 

The recent snowstorms have had a negative impact on Maine’s blood supply as at least two dozen blood 

drives have had to be canceled. American Red Cross officials say that means donations are down by 700 

units, which could negatively affect over 2000 patients. Find more information on how and where to 

donate at Red Cross blood dot org. (:10 Health 6, 7) 

Habitat for Humanity of Bangor is looking for low income families interested in moving into a new 

project in Old Town that will involve three condo-type residences. Construction is expected to begin in 

the fall, but that will depend on when the needed funding is in place. Find more information and apply 

for the housing at habitat Bangor dot org. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

3-22-18 

It’s okay to shake hands at mass again, since the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland has lifted its flu-

season protocols. In January, church officials decided suspend the sharing of consecrated wine, and 

discourage the shaking or holding of hands. Even though the protocols are lifted, they encourage folks to 

use their own best judgement. (:10 Health 6, 7) 

A Recovery Resource Fair this Friday in Machias will offer information to local residents about the 

services available to them in Washington County as they navigate their journey through recovery from 

substance use disorder. The event being held from noon to 6 at the University of Maine at Machias will 

also provide information about medical care, employment assistance and financial services. (:10 Health 

6, 7) 

3-23-18 

An unlicensed tattoo artist is at the heart of a warning from the Maine CDC. Health officials say clients of 

the East Machias tattoo artist may have been exposed to Hepatitis C, since at least one client has 

contracted it. They say anyone who gets a tattoo from an unlicensed artist runs the risk of contract HIV 

or either Hep B or C, which often have no symptoms. (:10 Health 6, 7) 

High school students can send a message to their peers about the dangers of drinking and driving by 

taking part in the 14
th

 annual Arrive Alive Creative Contest. Entries can include everything from essays, 

to poems, artwork, to videos, and the winners will receive a new laptop or iPads. Find more information 

at arrive alive creative contest dot com. (:10 Education, Public Safety 6, 7) 

3-26-18 

Maine is the safest state in the nation, according to a new report from U.S. News and World Report. The 

ranking is based on a survey that considered both violent crimes and property crimes, with Maine 

scoring the lowest in both categories. Other states in the top five include Vermont, New Hampshire, 

New Jersey, and Idaho.  (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6, 7) 

 

Two local schools will join together for a performance later this week to benefit cancer research. The 

Concert for a Cause will include music from the University of Maine's Performance Band, Orono High 



School, and Old Town Middle School and will be held Thursday at 7 at the Collins Center for the Arts. 

There's no admission but donations will be accepted for the EMHS Champion the Cure challenge.(:10 

Education, Community 6, 7) 

 

3-27-18 

A local church organization that not only gives out food from its own group, called Samaritan Inc., but 

also transports food to other food pantries so they can do the same, is fundraising for a new refrigerated  

truck. The folks at Glenburn Evangelical Church told WVII-TV that it will take 30 thousand dollars to buy 

a new one. Find more information on the organization and how to donate at the Samaritan Inc. 

Facebook page. (:15 Community, Economy 6, 7) 

3-28-18 

A former bus driver for the Minot school system, who was fired for allegedly making racist and sexist 

comments, is now a member of the school board. The reasons for Mike Downing’s dismissal were never 

made public, so the Sun Journal says it’s possible voters were unaware of the fact that he was no longer 

a driver. Downing says he believes he was fired because he helped form a union and is considering suing 

the school system. (:15 Education 6, 7) 

It’s more bad news for the Downeast Correctional Facility as a bill that would providing further funding 

failed to get enough votes to override a veto by the governor. The Machiasport prison is funded until 

June but, although a bill to fund it for another year passed in the Senate, it didn’t reach the two-thirds 

majority of votes in the House to override an anticipated veto. (:10 Public Safety, Economy 6, 7) 

3-29-18 

Just when it seemed flu season was winding down, health officials say they’re seeing a second wave of 

the virus. Hospitalizations have dropped, but there have been 3 more deaths related to the flu virus. 

Mainers are reminded to take precautions, even if they’ve already had the flu this year, because it is 

possible to get hit again. (:10 Health 6, 7) 

A meeting in Ellsworth last night to discuss the relicensing of dams on Graham Lake and the Union River 

included some very different opinions. While some felt the dams are killing off fish, others were 

concerned about their changing shorelines and felt the people should come first. Brookfield Renewable 

Energy has proposed an up-stream eel passage facility that would be installed at both dams to help cut 

down on the number of injured fish. (:15 Environment 6, 7) 

3-30-18 

Flooding risk in Maine is minimal at the moment, but the River Flow Advisory Commission says that 

could change. There’s still 40 inches of ice up north, on the St. John, Allagash, and Aroostook rivers, so 

any additional snow or high temperatures could increase the chances for flooding. The commission will 

continue to monitor conditions. (:10 Environment 6, 7) 



We wanted to remind you that yard sale season kicks of tomorrow, inside Brewer High School. The sale 

that runs from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. will benefit the Outdoor Education program that provides students with 

an alternative physical education experience, including hiking, camping, and fishing. Weather 

permitting; there will also be a car wash and a collection site for bottles and cans. (:10 Education, 

Community 6, 7) 

 

1
st

 QUARTER MAINE CONCERNS TOPICS 2018 

 

"Townsquare Media Maine Concerns" is a long-form interview segment running every Sunday 

morning at 6:20 A.M. (WWMJ), 11:10 A.M. (WDEA), 8:00am (WQCB), 7:55am (WBZN), and 6:05AM 

(WEZQ) 

 

Each of the Maine Concerns reports runs between 8 and 10 minutes. The following reports aired 

during the 1
st

 quarter of 2018. 

 

1-8-17 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell chats with Mary Gagne of Health Affiliates Maine about suicide 

prevention. She discusses the early warning signs, what to do if you think someone is contemplating 

taking their own life, and how to find available resources. Gagne also discusses what can lead someone 

to consider suicide. In our second segment, Cindy talks with Dr. Sirii Bennett of the Maine Center for 

Disease Control about flu season. Dr. Bennett explains the symptoms of the flu, and some tips on how to 

avoid getting sick. In addition, she talks about the importance of not spreading the virus to others, and 

what to do once you realize that you’re sick. (9:00 Health + Community) 

1-14-18 

We focus our program today on carbon monoxide poisoning, an issue that increases during the winter 

months. Adam Smith, State Toxicologist with the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention chats 

with Cindy Campbell about the many ways people can be exposed to the deadly gas, and the best ways 

to avoid getting sick. He also discusses the symptoms to watch for, and the importance of carbon 

monoxide detectors. (9:36 Health + Environment) 

1-21-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Andrea Littlefield, Director of Operations and 

Communications at the Health Equity Alliance. She discusses the many services offered by the 

organization including social and medical testing services for AIDS patients, needle exchanges and 

outreach for those addicted to drugs, and education and services for those in the LGBTQ community. 

The non-profit is currently holding a collection drive for blankets and sleeping bags which will be given 

to those in need of some warmth. In our second segment, Cindy chats with Joan Jagolinzer, Program 

Director for AARP’s Tax Aide. She explains who is eligible for the free tax prep services, what folks need 



to bring to their prep appointment, and how they can find a prep site near them. (9:45 Health, 

Community, Economy, Education) 

1-28-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Facilities Director Harvey Chesley of Camp Capella about 

the upcoming Polar Dip. Chesley discusses the challenges and rewards of a camp for children with 

special needs, and the details of the event in which people jump through the ice into a freezing lake. He 

chats about how the camp is not only important to the campers, but also the caregivers who get their 

only break all year from having to meet the needs of their children. In our second segment, Cindy talks 

with Andrea Littlefield of the Health Equity Alliance about the organization’s blanket drive. She explains 

the needs for warm blankets and sleeping bags for the area’s homeless population and how folks can 

also donate to their food pantry. (9:02 Community, Health) 

2-4-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Kayla Kalel about Young People in Recovery. Kayla is one 

of the organizers of the Brewer chapter of this national grassroots organization. She discusses some of 

the outreach efforts, including educating school children about substance abuse, and helping the 

recovery community. In our second segment, Cindy talks with Bob Meyers of the Maine Snowmobile 

association about snowmobile safety. He talks about the importance of leaving trails as you found them, 

never drinking and riding, and leaving a trip plan. (9:52 Health, Community, Education, Public Safety, 

Environment) 

2-11-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell chats with Facilities Director Harvey Chesley, from Camp Capella, 

about the upcoming Polar Dip. He explains the event that involves volunteers jumping in a frozen lake, 

and how the money they raise will be used to help enable children with disabilities to go to camp. He 

also discusses some of the allowances that must be made to accommodate children with a variety of 

disabilities. In our second segment, Cindy talks with Noel Sullivan, Executive Director of the Pine Tree 

Society, about the many services offered by the agency. The organization helps with a variety of 

adaptive services for children and adult, including speech and language services, educational outreach, 

and parent education.  (9:57 Community, Health, Education) 

2-25-18 

On today’s program, Cindy Campbell chats with local chapter President Ann Dederer of P.E.O. 

International, which is an organization that provides scholarships, financial awards, and grants to 

women who are pursuing higher education. The local organization has given out thousands of dollars to 

local women, including a special award for women who are going back to school and supporting a 

family. (8:07 Education, Economy, Community) 

 

3-4-18 



In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Mary Marin Lyons, Executive Director of Literacy 

Volunteers of Bangor about their upcoming tutor training. She explains the many services they offer, 

from teaching someone to become a more competent and confident reader to helping others achieve 

their GED certification. Mary talks about the qualities that make a good tutor and how to go about 

signing up. In our second segment, Cindy talks with Kayla Kalel, one of the organizers of YPR, a 

grassroots organization that helps Young People in Recovery. She discusses the organization’s efforts to 

educate students by giving talks in schools, to change legislation by speaking in Augusta, and in 

supporting others in recovery through people-first language. The group has a meeting coming up this 

week that will educate the public more about what they do. (10:00 Education, Community, Health) 

3-11-18 

After a snowfall that dropped nearly two feet of snow on the state, our entire program today is 

dedicated to the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning. Adam Smith, State Toxicologist with the Maine 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention chats with Cindy Campbell about the many ways people can 

be exposed to the deadly gas, including what to avoid if their car gets stuck in the snow and the 

importance of clearing heating and dryer vents. Smith also discusses the best ways to avoid getting sick 

and what to do if someone thinks they’ve been exposed.. He also discusses the symptoms to watch for, 

and the importance of carbon monoxide detectors. (9:36 Health + Environment) 

3-18-18 

With another record snowfall under our belts, today’s program is dedicated to safety. The first segment 

features the Bangor Fire department’s Education Officer, Jake Johnson, who chats with Cindy Campbell 

about fire safety. Johnson discusses everything from cleaning heat systems, to safely disposing of ashes, 

and the importance of having smoke and carbon dioxide detectors. In addition, the segment addresses 

the importance of clearing snow away from heating and dryer vents to avoid CO poisoning in deep 

snow. In our second segment, Cindy chats with Bob Meyers of the Maine Snowmobile Association about 

being safe on sleds. The deep snow will have excited riders taking to the trails, but that enthusiasm is 

dangerous if they ride recklessly. Meyers talks about the basic rules of the trails and the importance of 

letting someone know your trip plan. (8:16 Community, Public safety, Health) 

3-25-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Lynn Hempen, Executive Director of Habitat for 

Humanity about its latest build project. For the first time, the organization is building a condo complex 

that will serve three families, instead of a single house for only one. Hempen talks about the financial 

requirements to be eligible for a house, and how to go about applying for one. In our second segment, 

Cindy chats with Brewer High School teacher Cindy McLaughlin about the school’s Outdoor Education 

program. This unique alternative to Phys Ed gives teens a chance to hike, fish, camp, and more for their 

PE credit, including weekend camping trips and afterschool paddles. The group is holding a fundraising 

yard sale and is in need of donated items. (10:02 Economy, Education, Environment, Community) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


