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The Q 106.5 News Department covers a variety of topics and issues through its news coverage Monday 

through Friday, with additional focus on issues and community concerns covered during weekend 

programming with the Sunday morning show Maine Concerns. Our News Director is in regular contact 

with local, county, state and federal officials. In addition, community leaders and nonprofit 

organizations are contacted to determine what issues are of greatest concern to our listening audience.  

The Q 106.5 newscasts air Monday-Friday at 6:00, 7:00, and 8:00 a.m. It’s also important to note many 

of our news stories are also posted on line on our website at q1065.fm.  

Stories covered generally fall into the following categories: 

Crime- Q106.5 covers stories we think are important to Maine residents from drug trafficking to scams 

and security related issues.  When necessary, we support efforts of law enforcement by releasing names 

and information pertaining to missing person’s cases or searches. We’re in regular contact with the 

Maine Public Safety spokesman, Maine Emergency Management Agency, and Maine Drug Enforcement 

Agency. We also cover marine crime related stories with information provided by U.S. Coast Guard and 

Marine Patrol. 

Public Safety-Q106.5 covers stories that impact the public safety of community which can run the gamut 

from natural disasters to police emergencies like shootings or standoffs. 

Health- Q106.5 covers a wide variety of health related stories and work with regional hospitals, the 

Maine CDC, and other organizations to get the word out about conferences, medical developments, 

viruses, and seasonal concerns like Lyme Disease or flu. Many of our stories dealing with public safety 

can be considered health related as well, citing our warnings about CO poisoning during power outages 

as one example. 

Economy-The economic struggles faced by Maine and the nation continue to dominate our news 

coverage. We continue to report on laws and initiatives affecting the economy as it relates to municipal, 

state and federal programs and services. We report on training and development opportunities in the 

state as well as job fair activities. 

Environment-Our environmental coverage spans a wide variety of stories to promoting public hearings 

such as the DEP hearings for the Juniper Landfill in Old Town, or the public hearings on the DCP 

Midstream proposed liquid propane tank in Searsport, to stories about necropsies on whales. 

Education-Q 106.5 covers stories in Maine from school budgets to school safety initiatives. Stories about 

innovative college studies and research are also covered. 

Community-Q 106.5 recognizes the work of community non-profit groups who utilize volunteers to 

promote the general welfare of Maine citizens. From food drives to help feed those struggling seniors 



Downeast, to matching grant challenges to serve single mothers, to charity runs and concerts, Q 106.5 

provides a lot of coverage for these kinds of events. 

If the situation warrants, the News Director will include stories of national significance and those 

stories might include anything from National Security, Natural Disasters, Congressional activities or 

Presidential declarations. 

The following is an extensive sampling of our newscast content during the third quarter of 2018: 

7-2-18 

Health experts are warning Mainers about the dangers of heat stroke, as the state continues to deal 

with extremely warm temperatures. Signs of heat exhaustion include dehydration and cramping and 

anyone who thinks they may be affected should get inside, drink fluids, and take a cold shower. If 

symptoms include confusion, seizures, or loss of consciousness, that’s heat stroke and they should seek 

medical attention immediately. (:15 Health, Environment 6, 7) 

A car show in Sedgwick this Saturday will benefit the local volunteer fire department. Proceeds from the 

day will help buy life-saving firefighting equipment. Find more information on the Facebook page for the 

Sedgwick VFD Car Show. (:10 Public Safety, Community 6, 7) 

7-3-18 

Mainers are reminded to be legal and safe while using fireworks tomorrow. Check your municipality’s 

regulations on fireworks before shooting any off and make sure to use them according to factory specs. 

Pet owners should keep their animals in a cool, quiet room during any festivities and leave them at 

home when attending the fireworks, because they’re apt to get spooked and take off. (:15 Public Safety, 

Community 6, 7) 

The folks at Manna in Bangor are handing out bottled water to anyone in need, during the current heat 

wave and opening early each day to offer respite out of the sun. Donations of individual bottles can be 

dropped off at Manna, in the old brick church, corner of Union and Main Streets in Bangor. (:10 Health, 

Community 6, 7) 

7-5-18 

The latest scam making its way around the state involves calls to people on the sex offender registry, 

trying to get money out of them. The scammers are posing as members of the Cumberland County 

Sheriff's Office, using names of actual deputies. They tell the potential victim that they're in violation of 

the registry and that, to avoid prosecution, they must pay a fine in gift cards. (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6, 

7) 

 

7-16-18 

 

The annual Kids Count report shows Maine is 16th in the nation when it comes to children’s well-being, 

but there’s plenty of room for improvement. While the number of students graduating high school has 



gone up and the number of teen pregnancies has dropped, Maine also has an increase in the number of 

kids without health insurance. In addition, the report shows that 30 percent of kids in Maine are living in 

poverty.  (:10 Health, Education 6, 7) 

 

A motorcycle ride next Saturday, called 'Miles for Smiles', will benefit Camp Capella. Registration for the 

ride will begin at 9:00 on the 14th at Jim's Precision Auto in Brewer, with kickstands up at 10, and then 

the 70 to 90 mile route will end up at the Bangor Waterfront with a cookout. Find more information on 

the Camp Capella MIles for Smiles Facebook event page. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

 

7-9-18 

 

The town of Bridgton has closed the Woods Pond Beach in response to 18 people getting sick after 

swimming there. Water tests will be conducted today to determine if there’s something wrong with the 

water. The Maine CDC advises always shower before and after swimming in lakes and ponds and to 

never ingest the water.  (:10 Environment, Health 6, 7) 

It’s almost time for Maine’s bear hunters to head into the woods with bags and bins full of sugary treats 

like donuts. Bait can be laid out in the woods starting on July 28
th

, with the actual season set to begin on 

August 27
th

. There have been dozens of complaints this year about nuisance bears, which is typical for 

Maine in the spring and summer. (:10 Environment 6, 7) 

7-10-18 

The American Red Cross is asking people to donate blood as they deal with a critical shortage of all bllod 

types, especially Type O. Summer is a tough time to get people to donate and so there are several blood 

drives being held across the state, including today in Lincoln and Skowhegan. For the complete list, log 

onto Red Cross blood dot org. (:10 Health, Community 6, 7) 

Maine lawmakers have overridden the governor’s veto of a medical marijuana law that will allow 

doctors, nurse practitioners and physician assistants to recommend the drug for any patient they think 

would benefit, eliminating the list of required medical conditions. The law will also allow dispensaries to 

work as for-profit businesses and patients to possess eight pounds of medical marijuana instead of the 

current two-and-a-half ounces. (:10 Health, Economy 6, 7) 

7-11-18 

Jackson Lab will celebrate the opening of a new 200 million dollar mice breeding facility next month in 

Ellsworth. The invitation-only event on August 23
rd

 will celebrate the project that’s expected to create as 

many as 350 jobs when finished in 2026. City manager David Cole told the BDN that the facility signifies 

economic growth for the region. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

Folks planning to travel through Orrington on Saturday may want to be prepared for a detour as the Old 

Home Week parade will shut down traffic on Route 15, starting at 11 in the morning. The town is 

celebrating its 230
th

 birthday with a ducky race, charity golf tournament, endless yard sale and more. 



Find more information on the Orrington Old Home Week Facebook page. (:10 Community, Public Safety 

6, 7) 

7-12-18 

A spaghetti supper this weekend in Old Town will help the family of Alex Malone, who was killed in a car 

accident in Levant, including his two-year-old daughter. From five to eight on Saturday folks can have 

dinner at the Old Town Recreational Center and bid on silent auction items. Find more information on 

the Facebook event page for Alex’s benefit supper. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

7-13-18 

People planning to travel on Broadway today may want to change their route. Construction crews will 

be working right in front of St. Joseph’s hospital on Broadway, and the road will be down to one lane, 

with flaggers in place. Folks with appointments at the hospital will want to give themselves some extra 

time to get there. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

Two summer camps in Maine offer plenty of fun, but also a healing outlet for kids who are grieving the 

loss of a loved one. They’re part of Camp Experience, a nationwide program that started in Maine and 

works to offer an informal setting for grieving children to bond. Find more information at experience dot 

camp and on our Sunday morning program, Maine Concerns. (:15 Health, Community 6, 7) 

7-23-18 

Beachgoers are reminded to stay home if they’re sick after nearly 100 people who swam at Woods Pond 

Beach in Bridgton were infected with the norovirus. 97 people complained of experiencing several days 

of nausea, diarrhea, fever, and cramps after a day at the beach. The town closed the beach from July 6
th

 

to the 10
th

 while officials investigated the cause of the outbreak. (:15 Health 6, 7) 

A Belfast shipyard has received a 667 thousand dollar grant and plans to use the money to create about 

40 skilled jobs. The grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation will help build a new warehouse 

and install a massive water jet cutting machine. The project should be ready  to launch by the middle of 

next year. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

7-24-18 

There’s good news for speeders in Maine, as the fines for tickets have been lowered by about 15 

percent after officials realized they were higher than other New England states. The fines for driving up 

to 19 miles per hour under the speed limit have gone down by as much as 30 dollars. Higher end fines 

will stay the same. (:10 Economy, Public Safety 6, 7) 

Folks are invited to bring their folding chairs and blankets to a park in Bangor this afternoon for live 

music and family fun. The Annual Chapin Park Neighborhood Block Party will feature hot dogs and ice 

cream, face painting, and music from the Bangor Band between 4 and 6. Proceeds from the event will 

benefit the EMHS Foundation Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. (:10 Community, Health 6, 7) 



7-25-18 

Belfast police have issued a safety alert after a string of more than five drug overdoses since Friday, two 

of which were fatal. Health officials are concerned that they may be the result of abnormally high 

potency drugs in the area. Anyone who needs help dealing with a drug addiction can call 211 for help 

finding treatment services. (:10 Health, Public Safety 6, 7) 

Teams are needed for the 8
th

 annual 4-man scramble golf tournament to benefit the Orrington Fire and 

Rescue Association’s Christmas for Kids Campaign. Find more information on the tournament planned 

for August 11
th

 at Rocky Knoll on the Orrington Fire dash rescue association Facebook page. (:10 Public 

Safety, Community 6, 7) 

7-26-18 

The Maine CDC is warning of an outbreak of salmonella connected to chickens and ducks in backyard 

flocks across the country, including one case here in Maine. Officials say multiple types of salmonella 

have been reported that can be contracted by coming into contact with live poultry or entering their 

environment. The CDC advises washing hands thoroughly after touching ducks or chickens. (:15 Health, 

Environment 6, 7) 

A new program through Healthy Acadia will train people who have been touched by drug addiction to 

become recovery coaches for others. The Maine Recovery Corps Program is funded through a grant 

from the national Americorps organization and will be the first of its kind in the state. Find more 

information at healthy acadia dot org. (:10  Community) 

7-27-18 

Crews will be out on the interstate during the overnight hours, starting on Sunday, painting lines on the 

roadways. The Maine DOT is advising motorists to slow down when coming up on a striping team and 

give them plenty of room to safely work. The work will begin at 8 o’clock each night and end no later 

than 6 a.m., through August 5
th

. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

A blood drive being held in Bangor today will honor a scoutmaster whose being recognized for his 

leadership and bravery while battling cancer. The Katahdin Council of the Boy Scouts of America is 

honoring Scoutmaster Tom Turlo today with a blood drive at the Red Cross Blood Donor center on 

Hammond Street from 11 to 6 that includes an all-inclusive pass to the Bangor Fair for all presenting 

donors. (:10 Health, Community 6, 7) 

7-30-18 

A job fair next month in Augusta will aim to hire veterans, as part of a state-led campaign that hopes to 

have at least 100 employers hire at least 100 veterans and military families, starting on Labor Day. The 

annual job fair will be held on August 30
th

 at the Augusta Civic Center. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 



A bridge over the Kennebec River will be dedicated this fall to slain Somerset County Sheriff’s Corporal 

Eugene Cole, on his 62
nd

 birthday. The bridge will be dedicated October 7
th

 in Norridgewock, where Cole 

was shot and killed while on patrol. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

7-31-18 

State wildlife officials will drop packets of vaccine from airplanes into rural woods this month, in an 

effort to eliminate raccoon rabies. The baits are coated with brown fishmeal, making them appealing to 

raccoons. Maine has seen 42 cases of animal rabies in 13 out of 16 counties this year, involving rabid 

bats, raccoons, striped skunks, gray foxes, otters, domestic cats, and woodchucks. (:15 Environment, 

Health 6, 7) 

Governor Paul Lepage’s administration announced this week that the state ended the fiscal year with a 

surplus of more than 175 million dollars. Now, the question is, what to do with it. Some fell it should go 

back to the taxpayers or into the rainy day fund while others feel it should be put toward social 

programs, like Medicaid expansion. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

8-1-18 

Maine is getting more a million dollars in assistance from FEMA stemming from last fall’s Halloween 

wind storm. The funds will help cover the costs of road clearing, debris removal, first responders, and 

the repair of public facilities. The agency says the storm affected 13 of Maine’s 16 counties. (:10 

Economy, Environment 6, 7) 

The Travis Mills Foundation Retreat in Rome is holding an open house this Saturday, and the public is 

invited to stop by and check it out. Mills is an Army veteran and quadruple amputee who created the 

retreat for combat injured veterans and offers them totally accessible outdoor fun, free of charge. Find 

more information about the open house and the program at travis mills dot org. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

8-2-18 

Actor Patrick Dempsey is not asking for money, and has taken to social media to inform his fans of 

scammers who are using social media to solicit money, allegedly for his Dempsey cancer centers in 

Lewiston and Portland. The Lewiston native set up the centers in honor of his mother, who died of 

ovarian cancer. For information on how to legitimately donate, log onto Dempsey center dot org. (:10 

Crime, Community 6, 7) 

A gathering at Colby College this week is working to connect young adults from around the world whose 

lives have been touched by terrorism. Project Common Bond joins children who lost loved ones in the 9-

11 attacks with young people from other countries impacted by terrorism or war. Organizers say they 

picked Maine because it’s beautiful and peaceful, the perfect setting for healing. (:10 Education 6, 7) 

8-3-18 



A motorcycle ride on Sunday will benefit the Bangor Humane Society. Everyone’s invited to join in the 

ride that will see kickstands up at 10 am from Dysart’s on Broadway in Bangor, will travel to Guilford, 

and then back to Dysart’s for a barbecue, featuring live music. Find more information on the Bangor 

Humane Society Charity Ride Facebook page. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

Governor Paul LePage’s administration has been ordered by a judge to release more than one million 

dollars in public campaign funding that he held up by refusing to sign routine financial orders. Seven 

candidates in the Maine Clean Election Act program sued the governor, stating that he was jeopardizing 

free speech in an election season. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

8-7-18 

An air quality alert has been issued by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection as the heat 

and humidity are causing dangerous conditions. The ground-ozone concentrations will reach high 

enough levels today to threaten, not only those with breathing disorders, but also healthy children and 

adults. Mainers are encouraged to stay in air conditioned buildings as much as possible, and not to exert 

themselves when outside today. (:15 Environment, Health 6, 7) 

Penquis is once again collecting backpacks and school supplies, with more than fifteen hundred students 

registered this year for the program that serves Penobscot, Piscataquis, and Knox counties. Donations of 

backpacks and/or school supplies can be dropped off at any Penquis office or financial donations can be 

made online at Penquis dot org. (:10 Education, Community 6, 7) 

8-8-18 

Ellsworth city councilors are encouraging residents to attend a public meeting on August 20
th

 that will 

address whether the city should have its own ambulance. Fire Chief Richard Tupper told TV-5 that he 

believes having an ambulance housed in the fire department would help with the recent influx of 

emergency calls. (:10 Public safety, Economy 6, 7) 

Bangor firefighters responded to a report of a carbon monoxide detector going off yesterday and found 

that the Stillwater Avenue apartment’s hot water heater was malfunctioning. No one was hurt and the 

apartment was cleared. But fire officials say it could have had a much worse outcome so, even though 

the humidity can make detectors go off unnecessarily, it’s always the best idea to call for help when the 

alarm goes off. (:10 Health, Public Safety 6, 7) 

8-9-18 

Regulators have decided not to expand the elver fishery next year, citing concerns over the stability of 

the American eel population. The baby eels often fetch more than two-thousand dollars per pound and 

are sold to Asian aquaculture companies who use them in food products. (:10 Environment 6, 7) 

Detective Dotty Small is retiring from the Ellsworth Police Department after 37 years of service. Over 

those years, Dotty worked as a dispatcher, Hancock county’s first female patrol officer, and finally a 



detective. She taught the DARE program for 10 years and, most recently, was instrumental in helping to 

set up Ellsworth’s Project Hope. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

8-10-18 

Husson University’s School of Nursing has added a new course to its graduate program that will focus on 

opioids and addiction. The course is titled ‘Socio-Cultural Perception of Addiction and Population Health’ 

and will teach students about at-risk populations and social factors that could lead to addiction. It will be 

a required course for graduate and post-master nursing degrees. (:10 Health, Education 6, 7) 

Motorcyclists are invited to take part in a ride from Augusta to Hermon on Sunday that will benefit 

‘homes for our troops.’ The ride starts at 10 o’clock Sunday morning at Texas Roadhouse in Augusta and 

will finish up at Central Maine Harley Davidson in Hermon, for a lunch and concert. Find more 

information on the Homes for our Troops website. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

8-13-18 

The final Ride for the Wet Nose will be held this Wednesday, with Brewer 15-year-old Matt Gross and 

his Dad Jason riding their bicycles from Brewer to Passadumkeag and back, for a total of 65 miles. Since 

2012, Matt has raised over fourteen thousand dollars for area animal shelters, and is close to reaching 

this year’s goal of 42 hundred. Find more information and make a donation at the Ride for the Wet Nose 

Facebook page. (:15 Community 6, 7) 

8-14-18 

First responders are invited to attend a free barbeque in their honor at all Woodlands Senior Living 

Facilities, including Brewer and Waterville. From 4 to 6 tomorrow afternoon, members of law 

enforcement, firefighters, ambulance crews, and their families are invited for some free barbeque, live 

music, and giveaways. To-go boxes will be available, as well, for anyone unable to be at the event. (:10 

Public Safety, Community 6, 7) 

8-15-18 

Maine State Police are warning drivers about not using illegal lights on vehicles, including amber lights 

that are authorized only for certain non-emergency vehicles or white lights that are only allowed on 

emergency vehicles. It’s also illegal to use auxiliary lighting that blinks, rotates, or flashes and violators 

could be fined up to 154 dollars. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

The Maine Department of Transportation will hold two public forums this week on pedestrian safety. 

The event will cover risky behaviors and attitudes of both drivers and pedestrians, and will explore 

strategies to make communities safer. A forum in Orono will be held tonight at 6 at the Keith Anderson 

Community Center, and in Brewer tomorrow night at 6 at the Brewer auditorium. (:10 Public Safety, 

Community 6, 7) 

8-16-18 



An emergency order issued by the state of Maine has stopped the movement of certain kinds of wood 

out of northern communities as forestry officials try to control the spread of a devastatingly invasive 

insect. The Emerald Ash Borer has been spotted in Grand Isle, Frenchville, and Madawaska, and so the 

export of some types of lumber and firewood has been halted, in hopes of preventing it from continuing 

in to the state. (:15 Environment 6, 7) 

Once again this Saturday, walkers, runners, bicyclists, and bikers will take the streets of Brewer to raise 

money for local cancer research during the Champion the Cure Challenge. And a new feature this year 

will help even those who don’t participate with a Challenge Coin for sale that will bring the holder 

parking privileges, discounts on clothing, and more. Get more information about the event and the coins 

at CTC Challenge dot org. (:15 Community, Health 6, 7) 

8-17-18 

It was a banner year for the state’s Unclaimed Property Program, with the treasury paying out more 

than 18 million dollars to Maine residents over the past fiscal year. Unclaimed property consists of 

money that’s considered abandoned, like forgotten bank accounts or insurance payouts and over 200 

million is still available.. Residents can search for their own names on the list at Maine dot gov slash 

upsearch. (:15 Economy 6, 7) 

8-20-18 

Eastern Maine Community College in Bangor is warning former students and faculty of a possible data 

breach. School officials say some user names and passwords, along with personal information like dates 

of birth and social security numbers could have been accessed by malware that could have allowed 

hackers into the system. 42 thousand students, dating back to 1998, and faculty, dating back to 2008 will 

be notified. (:15 Crime, Education 6, 7) 

The American Folk Festival is just days away but is still in need of many volunteers to make sure things 

run smoothly. Volunteers can work as much or as little as they want, and can choose which duties they 

want to perform, from collecting donations with the bucket brigade to manning a retail booth. Find 

more information about opportunities by emailing kate@american folk festival dot com. (:10 

Community 6, 7) 

8-21-18 

Folks in Hancock County can get rid of their hazardous household waste this Saturday, including things 

like pesticides, lye, polishes, and swimming pool chemicals. Also accepted this Saturday from 9 to 1 at 

Ellsworth High School will be rechargeable batteries, TV’s and computer monitors. Folks will have to pre-

register at their municipal office before the event. (:10 Environment, Community 6, 7) 

A free seminar in Brewer this Thursday will offer community members a chance to get answers to their 

mental health questions. Once again this year, Dr. Thomas Jensen of the International BiPolar 

Foundation will address a variety of topics, from depression to bipolar disorder. Get more information 



on the conference being held Thursday evening at Machias Savings Bank on the YPR Brewer Facebook 

page. (:10 Health, Community 6, 7) 

8-22-18 

Keep calm and carry Naloxone. That’s the theme to a fundraiser currently being held by Health Equity 

Alliance in Bangor, which is working to provide kits to anyone who wants them that contain the 

overdose antidote drug. Find more information about how to donate on the Keep Calm and Carry 

Naloxone Facebook page. (:10 Health 6, 7) 

A motorcycle ride this Saturday will benefit the Springfield Shrine Hospital. Registration is at 8am at the 

Anah Shrine building on Broadway in Bangor, and it’s kickstands up at 10 for a 90 mile ride ending with a 

barbecue. Find more information on the Love to the Rescue Ride Facebook page. (:10 Health, 

Community 6, 7) 

8-23-18 

Jackson Lab will open their new mice breeding facility in Ellsworth today, which is set to bring 350 jobs 

to the community. In addition, they’re building new rental properties so the employees can opt to live in 

the city. A ribbon cutting ceremony today will officially unveil the first phase of the project that’s set to 

be done in 2026. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

A motorcycle ride this Saturday will help give kids in and around Penobscot County a better Christmas. 

Proceeds from the ride will be given to the Smile of a Child Christmas Program that provides over 2000 

children with gifts. Find more information on the ride that starts at 10 from Airport Mall on the Chrome 

Angelz toy ride Facebook page. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

8-24-18 

Health experts say the cause of death for dozens of seals that have washed ashore in Maine this 

summer may have something to do with Avian flu or distemper. Preliminary tests show the animals 

tested positive for both, but it’s still unclear whether that contributed to their deaths. People and pets 

are urged to keep their distance and call authorities if they find a dead or sick seal. (:10 Health, 

Environment 6, 7) 

Local police agencies encourage residents that if they see something, to say something immediately but 

not to believe everything they read on Facebook. The advice comes on the heels of a string of social 

media posts that have claimed there are people in area parking lots trying to steal children. Police say 

the cases they’ve investigated have proved to be false. (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6, 7) 

8-27-18 

School starts up this week for many communities so drivers are reminded to be on the lookout for 

students who are walking or on bicycles. School buses will be back on the roads, so drivers should be 



ready to stop. And remember, traffic needs to stop in both directions when those red lights go on. (:10 

Education, Community, Public Safety 6, 7) 

LL Bean is providing 3 million dollars to the National Park Foundation’s effort to encourage people to get 

outside and explore the nation’s park system. Called the ‘Find your Park’ initiative, it’s the perfect 

complement to LL Bean’s ‘Be An Outsider’ campaign, launched last year, that has the same objective. 

(Environment, Economy 6, 7) 

8-28-18 

We’re in for a hot and humid stretch of weather, so EMMC is reminding Mainers to avoid strenuous 

work during the warmest part of the day and wear loose-fitting, light colored clothes. Drink plenty of 

water and never leave pets or children alone in a closed vehicle. It’s also a good idea to check on family, 

friends, or neighbors who don’t have air conditioning or who spend most of their time alone. (:10 

Environment, Health 6, 7) 

A Bangor organization will hold a ‘stuff the backpack’ school supply drive this Saturday. Volunteers with 

Park Street Outreach will be at Park Street United Methodist Church Saturday from 10 to 1, collecting 

donations of everything from pencils to backpacks, and financial donations to help make it a successful 

start to the school year for area children. Find more information on the Stuff the Backpack Day 

Facebook page. (:10 Education, Community 6, 7) 

8-29-18 

Hancock County has a new Violent Offender task force that will occasionally be knocking on doors and 

checking up on prior offenders. This includes anyone who’s out on bail or on probation and has 

conditions that must be followed, like staying away from alcohol. The task force is a collaboration of the 

sheriff’s office and the Next Step Domestic Violence Project. (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6, 7) 

An overdose awareness event will be held in downtown Bangor this Friday evening, and the public is 

invited to stop by for music, information, and refreshments. Health Equity Alliance is working to raise 

just over 31 thousand dollars to purchase 418 Naloxone kits, one for each Mainer who died of an 

overdose last year. The event will be held from 5 to 8 in Pickering Square Friday night. (:10 Health, 

Community 6, 7) 

8-30-18 

Several teens and their parents have filed a lawsuit challenging a state law that they say discriminates 

against students who want to go to religious school. Towns without high schools in Maine have tuition 

money available so students have a choice of high schools to attend, but religious schools are currently 

not eligible for the public funds. (:10 Education 6, 7) 

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is restricting one form of trap for hunting bear this year, 

out of concern of catching Canadian Lynx. The emergency rule is effective for 90 days and prohibits foot 



snares designed to capture a bear when it reaches into the snare or a device to obtain bait or lure. Find 

more information at ME Fish Wildlife dot com.  (:10 Environment 6, 7) 

8-31-18 

Maine lawmakers have approved reforms to the state child welfare system, including 21 million dollars 

in funding. Rejected during the session was a bid to make it a crime for mandatory reporters like 

teachers to fail to report suspected abuse. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

Spencer's Ice Cream in Bradley is helping the University of Maine cheerleaders through a special 

fundraising treat. All proceeds from the 'Go Blue' ice cream will help the cheerleading squad with their 

expenses as they travel with the team. The creamy blue ice cream has chunks of Oreo and will change 

from light blue to dark blue when the team's at away games. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

9-4-18 

Maine's foster care system is facing serious challenges right now, as the number of foster families has 

decreased by 200 in just two years, and the number of children in need of foster care has risen by 45 

percent. Experts say the steep increase in foster children is due, in large part, to the opioid crisis. A 

newly passed spending bill will provide millions in funding for families who invite foster children into 

their homes. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

Literacy Volunteers of Bangor is need of volunteers to help local residents improve their reading 

abilities. No teaching background is necessary to work as a volunteer, which requires a commitment of 

just a few hours a week to teach in a one-on-one situation. Find more information about the upcoming 

volunteer training session at LV Bangor dot org. (:10 Education, Community 6, 7) 

9-5-18 

Its National Blood Donation week and Governor Paul LePage is encouraging Mainers to roll up their 

sleeves and give the gift of life. Donations typically go way down in the summer months when the 

schools that host many blood drives are closed. Get more information about donation sites at red cross 

blood dot org. (:10 Health, Community 6, 7) 

Tourist season may be over in Maine, but for businesses in Bar Harbor, that doesn't mean it's time to 

close til next year. Cruise ship traffic is expected to continue into October, leaving many merchants 

shorthanded as seasonal workers head back to school. But several told WVII-TV that, as long as the 

customers are around, they don't mind putting in the extra hours. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

9-6-18 

In the last week, Augusta Police say there have been seven reported overdoses from opiates, prompting 

them to issue a warning about a highly lethal form of heroin being sold in the area. Anyone with 

information about the source of the deadly heroin is urged to contact the Augusta Police. (:10 Health, 

Public Safety 6, 7) 



A landowner appreciation cleanup day this weekend will focus on removing trash from privately held 

land that's made available for the public to use for outdoor activities. The Department of Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife joins with the Maine Forest Service each year to host the event that will give away 

gift cards to the Kittery Trading post to the volunteer groups who remove the most trash. The cleanup is 

being held statewide on Sunday. (:10 Environment, Community 6, 7) 

9-7-18 

A band of severe thunderstorms swept across parts of Maine yesterday, with wind gusts approaching 70 

miles per hour. More than 24 thousand CMP customers were left without power Thursday afternoon 

after broken limbs and falling trees took down power lines and damaged property. (:10 Environment 6, 

7) 

9-12-18 

American Red Cross volunteers from Maine are on their way to southern states to help with relief 

efforts when Hurricane Florence hits the coast, later this week. The Red Cross is preparing to help as 

many as a hundred thousand people in the affected areas, including setting up evacuation shelters. 

Vehicles, equipment, and supplies are also being deployed until it's no longer safe to travel. (:10 

Community 6, 7) 

Folks interested in learning more about how law enforcement works can apply to take part in the 

Bangor Police Department's Citizens Police Academy. The program lasts for 10 to 12 weeks, with classes 

every Wednesday evening and gives residents a better understanding of what officers deal with on a 

daily basis. The program is free but a background check is required. (:10 Public Safety, Education 6, 7) 

9-13-18 

It’s shaping up to be an expensive year for heating costs in Maine, with the current average cash price 

for heating oil at two-seventy-seven a gallon, which is seven cents higher than a month ago, and 59 

cents higher than a year ago. Kerosene is at three-thirty-six a gallon, up from two-eighty-three a year 

ago, and propane is up 30 cents from 2017. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

Challenger Learning Center in Bangor will hold an e-waste event on Saturday, when volunteers will be 

on-hand to unload people's unwanted electronics between 9 and 1. Donations will be accepted, with the 

money to benefit the center's STEM educational programs and activities. Find more information at 

astronaut dot org. (:10 Environment, Community, Education 6, 7) 

9-14-18 

Kids of all ages are invited to get up close and personal with large transportation this Saturday as Camp 

Capella hosts its annual touch a truck fair. Between 11 and 2 Saturday, Speedway 95’s parking lot will be 

filled with emergency vehicles, military trucks, 18-wheelers, the Kool Bus, and more that folks can climb 

in and learn more about. Find more information at camp capella dot org. (:10 Community 6, 7) 



9-17-18 

Mainers are encouraged to sign up for safe disposal of their old banned and unusable pesticides. 

Registration for the four regional pesticide collection days must be done by October 5th. Find more 

information on the website for the department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry. (:10 

Environment 6, 7) 

The Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association is gearing up for the annual Common Ground 

Fair, which kicks off this Friday in Unity. The three-day fair has no midway, but celebrates rural and 

sustainable living in Maine, through displays and instructional seminars, along with a local artisan 

marketplace. Find a schedule of events at MOFGA dot org. (:10 Environment, Community 6, 7) 

9-18-18 

The City of Bangor is offering a new round of grant funding for certain area businesses that want to 

make improvements to their façade. The program offers grant funds, up to five thousand dollars, that 

must be matched by equal or greater investment of funds. Find more information at Bangor Maine dot 

gov slash façade grant. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

9-19-18 

The Ellsworth city council has decided to seek to the public’s input on whether to partner with an 

ambulance service that would be housed in the fire station. So a series of public workshops are planned 

to answer questions and get feedback from the community. The dates for the workshops have not yet 

been determined. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

Fall is almost here and so is National Fall Prevention Awareness Day, so the Eastern Area Agency on 

Aging is holding events all week to help seniors avoid getting hurt. Some of the suggestions they offer 

include having regular eye exams, securing throw rugs, and using motion-activated night lights. Find a 

list of events and more information at EAAA dot org. (:10 Community, Health 6, 7) 

9-20-18 

The U-Maine Police Department has issued a warning to students about a man who has been spotted 

following women around campus, after trying to talk to them. Officials say there have been encounters 

at Fogler Library, the Collins Center parking lot, and at Hannaford in Old Town. Anyone who’s 

approached by the middle-aged man with a muscular build is encouraged to contact police. (:10 Public 

Safety, Crime 6, 7) 

The Orrington Fire and Rescue Association is once again selling tickets for a 30-day gun raffle, with 

winners drawn each day in the month of October. All the proceeds from the raffle will help to buy 

Christmas gifts for children and support area firefighters in times of need. Tickets are 20 dollars each 

and are being sold through Maine Military Supply in Holden.  (:10 Community, Public Safety 6, 7) 

9-21-18 



Three American Indian tribal groups in Maine are set to receive more than 100 million dollars in grants 

from the U.S. Department of Justice. The Aroostook Bando of Micmacs and Penobscot Nation are both 

slated to receive about 900 thousand dollars for programs that address violence against women. And 

the Pleasant Point Passamaquoddy Tribe will get about 750 thousand for justice, and drug and alcohol 

abuse programs. (:15 Economy 6, 7) 

A group of cabins on the grounds of the Togus VA Hospital in Augusta given shelter to homeless 

veterans and given them easy access to health services. Find more information on the Cabin in the 

Woods project at VOANNE dot org. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

9-24-18 

The Finance Authority of Maine is offering workshops in schools across the state, educating students 

and parents about how to fill out a FAFSA and apply for financial aid for college. Private sessions can also 

be scheduled. Find more information at FAME Maine dot org. (:10 Education, Economy 6, 7) 

The Maine CDC is offering a new training portal for doctors and counselors which will provide training in 

suicide risk screening, intervention, treatment, and support. Maine’s suicide rates have increased by 27 

percent since 1999 and research shows that two-thirds of people who are suicidal visit their doctor in 

the month before their attempt. (:10 Health, Education 6, 7) 

9-25-18 

 The Bangor Fire Department is looking for four new firefighters. The Bangor City Council voted this 

week to fund a portion of the positions, allowing the department to receive a SAFER grant, that will 

cover more than 150 thousand dollars for salaries and benefits. Anyone interested in filling one of the 

positions should contact the Bangor Fire Department. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

A new Rockland facility is offering help to women struggling with substance abuse who are either still 

incarcerated and on pre-trial or home-confinement contracts, or are just being released from jail. The 

hope is that Ruth’s Haven will offer a support system to the women and help them get jobs and start 

their post-prison lives successfully. Find more information on the Pen Bay Ministries Facebook page. (:10 

Community, Crime 6, 7) 

9-26-18 

Colby College will drop its requirement that applicants submit their SAT or ACT scores to be considered 

for admittance. The Kennebec Journal reports the change will happen, starting with the class of 2023, 

and will help lower anxiety associated with the admissions process. (:10 Education 6, 7) 

The Bangor Police Department is giving young people a look into what it takes to be on the force 

through the Explorers Program. Open to anyone between the ages of 14 and 21, it’s an offshoot of the 

Scout program, and offers hands-on experience. Right now, WABI-TV reports, the Explorers are helping 

with an effort to get numbers on all the houses in the city to aid in emergency response times. (:10 

Public Safety, Community 6, 7) 



9-27-18 

Health officials are encouraging residents to get their flu shots after the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention revealed this week that 80 thousand people, nationwide, died from the flu last year. While 

the vaccine doesn’t work on all strains of the flu, it can make illnesses less severe. (:10 Health 6, 7) 

Pets and their humans are invited to walk the Bangor waterfront this Saturday in the 25
th

 annual Paws 

on Parade, to help raise money for the Bangor Humane Society. Find more information at Bangor 

Humane dot org. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

9-28-18 

The Navy has awarded a three-point nine billion dollar contract to Bath Iron Works to build four new 

destroyers. Contracts for the builds contain options for more ships if Congress appropriates the money. 

The shipyard, that employs fifty-five hundred workers, will build the destroyers over the next four years. 

(:10 Economy 6, 7) 

The Dempsey Challenge is being held this weekend in Lewiston. Participants will run, walk, or bicycle in 

the two-day non-competitive event that was created by actor Patrick Dempsey, in honor of his mother 

who had cancer. Find more information at Dempsey center dot org. (:10 Community, Health 6, 7) 

 

"Townsquare Media Maine Concerns" is a long-form interview segment running every Sunday 

morning at 6:20 A.M. (WWMJ), 11:10 A.M. (WDEA), 8:00am (WQCB), 7:55am (WBZN), and 6:05AM 

(WEZQ) 

 

Each of the Maine Concerns reports runs between 8 and 10 minutes. The following reports aired 

during the 3
rd

  

 quarter of 2018. 

 

7-1-18 

 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell chats with Clinical Nurse Specialist Carol Giggey and  Registered 

Nurse Erica Davis about a support group at Eastern Maine Medical Center for new parents who are 

dealing with post partum depression. In addition, the group is open to fathers and grandparents who 

can be educated about what the Mom is going through and get support while learning how to deal with 

that new baby. In our second segment, Cindy talks with Corporal John MacDonald of the Maine Warden 

Service about safe boating tips. Corporal MacDonald discusses the importance of wearing life vests, 

taking a partner along if canoeing or kayaking, and letting someone know your plans. (9:56 Health, 

Education, Public Safety) 

 

7-8-18 

 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Dr. Christopher Pezzullo about the dangers of carbon 

monoxide poisoning in the summer. He discusses topics like swimming behind a boat, working on lawn 

mowers and other equipment in garages, and using generators at camp. Dr. Pezzullo lists the symptoms 



of CO poisoning and talks about what to do if someone thinks they’ve been exposed. In our second 

segment, Cindy talks with Bill Rae, Executive Director of Manna in Bangor about their water program. 

The food pantry is handing out bottles of water to anyone in need during the hot summer months, and 

is opening its facility early to allow Bangor’s homeless to have a place to get out of the sun. (10:00 

Health, Community) 

 

7-15-18 

 

Our entire program this week is dedicated to Experience Camps, which offer a full camp experience to 

children who are grieving the loss of a loved one. As well as the normal camp activities, the kids learn 

about the grieving process, and are encouraged to share their own feelings, all while bonding with 

others who are dealing with the same types of experiences. In addition, the camp helps educate 

caregivers about how children grieve differently and what to expect, or not expect, from a child in pain. 

(9:03 Health, Education) 

 

7-28-18 

 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Mary Brant of the American Red Cross about their urgent 

need for blood. Mary discusses why the need is so great and how folks can donate. In addition, she talks 

about the new app that will tell a donor when their donation is being used. In our second segment, 

Cindy chats with Clinical Nurse Specialist Carol Giggey and  Registered Nurse Erica Davis about a Post 

Partum Depression support group at Eastern Maine Medical Center in Bangor. Fathers and grandparents 

are invited to attend, as well as mothers, to learn about how to cope with post partum depression and 

educate other family members about how to be supportive of the Mom. (9:55 Health, Education) 

 

8-5-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Maine Warden Service Corporal John MacDonald about 

boating safety. After two boating fatalities in a week, the tips like wearing a life jacket instead of just 

having it in the boat are timely. MacDonald also talks about not drinking and boating and letting 

someone know your plans if you’re traveling alone. In our second segment, Cindy talks with Greg 

Spencer, President of the Orrington Fire-Rescue Association about its upcoming golf tournament. The 4-

man scramble will help fund the organization’s Christmas program and its support of local families. And 

finally, Cindy talked with Bill Rae of Manna in Bangor about its water drive, in which the organization 

hands out water to area homeless and others on the street in need of hydration. With temperatures 

currently in the 90’s, it’s a life-saving measure. (10:00 Public Safety, Community, Health) 

8-12-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell chats with Matt and Jason Gross about the Ride For the Wet Nose. 

For the final time, the pair will ride 65 miles on their bicycles to raise money for two animal shelters and 

for the Furry Friends Network, that helps seniors afford food for their pets. 16-year-old Matt has been 

doing the ride since he was 10 years old. In our second segment, Cindy talks with Denise Trafton, 

Program Manager for the Penquis Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Council about the issue of child 



abuse in Maine. Trafton discusses some of the warning signs that a child might be getting abused, and 

offers tips on what to do if you suspect abuse in a family. (9:09 Community, Health) 

8-19-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell chats with Volunteer Coordinator Kate Sitton of the American Folk 

Festival. With the free event only days away, the festival is still in need of many volunteers, so Sitton 

discusses the flexibility in scheduling and the variety of duties that need to be covered. In our second 

segment, Cindy talks with Bear Biologist Jen Vachon of the Maine Warden Service about how to avoid 

attracting bears to your property and what to do if one wanders in. (9:40 Community, Environment) 

8-26-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Mary Gagne of Health Affiliates Maine about suicide. 

Gagne discusses how someone gets to that point, the warning signs that may indicate someone is 

considering suicide, and what to do if you suspect someone of considering it. She offers websites and 

phone numbers, along with local resources that could help. In our second segment, Cindy talks with 

Mary Brant of the American Red Cross about importance of giving blood. Mary discusses why summer is 

an especially important time to help and how folks can donate. In addition, she talks about the new app 

that will tell a donor when their donation is being used. (9:55 Health, Community) 

9-2-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Wayne Melanson, Volunteer Coordinator for VNA Home 

Health Hospice about a volunteer training course. Melanson explains what’s involved in being a 

volunteer, assisting people at the end of their life and their caregivers, and what the training session 

entails. In our second segment, Cindy chats with Andrea Littlefield, Executive Director of Health Equity 

Alliance, about the opioid crisis and the important role of overdose-reversal drug Naloxone. The 

organization is fundraising to buy Naloxone kits for people in need. (:9:58 Health, Community) 

9-9-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Mary Marin Lyons, Executive Director of Literacy 

Volunteers of Bangor about an upcoming volunteer training session. She explains what’s involved in 

being a tutor and what types of services they provide, from teaching someone to read English, to 

helping others improve their reading skills. In our second segment, Cindy chats with Camp Capella’s 

Facilities and Developmental Director, Harvey Chesley, about the upcoming Touch a Truck fair that will 

benefit the camp. The event is heavily attended by local law enforcement and fire departments, who 

allow kids to climb onto the vehicles. Camp Capella serves children with physical and developmental 

disabilities, and Chesley discusses the types of activities they take part in, and the importance of having 

medical staff on hand at all times. (10:00 Education, Community, Public Safety, Health) 

9-16-18 



In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Wayne Melanson, Volunteer Coordinator at VNA Home 

Health Hospice about upcoming home hospice volunteer training. He explains what’s involved in being a 

volunteer and how valuable the position is, not only to the terminally ill patient, but especially to their 

caregivers because it gives them a break to take care of things in their own lives. In our second segment, 

Cindy chats with the Executive Director of Literacy Volunteers of Bangor about an upcoming tutor 

training course, that will teach volunteers how to work with clients. The duties could include everything 

from teaching someone how to read, to helping a client improve their reading and comprehension skills, 

to teaching someone to read English. (10:00 Community, Health, Education) 

9-23-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell chats with Mila Tappan of the Finance Authority of Maine about a 

series of workshops being held in area high schools. The focus of the workshops is to help students and 

their parents navigate the FAFSA and apply for financial aid for college. She explains the importance of 

applying early, the kinds of funds available to students, and how parents and students can get one-on-

one attention, as well as the public forums. In our second segment, Cindy talks with Andrea Littlefield, 

Executive Director of Health Equity Alliance about the organization’s work with ‘fringe’ societies, 

particularly people addicted to opioids. She talks about how easily people can become addicted and the 

importance of overdose-reversing drugs, like Naloxone. (9:55 Education, Economy, Health) 

9-30-18 

Our entire program today is dedicated to The Cabin in the Woods, a community of small houses on the 

grounds of the Togus Veterans Hospital that provides permanent housing for formerly homeless 

veterans. Cindy Campbell chatted with two representatives of Volunteers of the America of Northern 

New England, COO Terry Baldwin and Mike Merrill, who’s in charge of Veterans’ services. They discuss 

the funding of the project, how handy it is for veterans in need of medical care, and the sense of 

supportive comradery that’s been created by the community. (8:56 Health, Economy, Community) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


