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The Q 106.5 News Department covers a variety of topics and issues through its news coverage Monday 

through Friday, with additional focus on issues and community concerns covered during weekend 

programming with the Sunday morning show Maine Concerns. Our News Director is in regular contact 

with local, county, state and federal officials. In addition, community leaders and nonprofit 

organizations are contacted to determine what issues are of greatest concern to our listening audience.  

The Q 106.5 newscasts air Monday-Friday at 6:00, 7:00, and 8:00 a.m. It’s also important to note many 

of our news stories are also posted on line on our website at q1065.fm.  

Stories covered generally fall into the following categories: 

Crime- Q106.5 covers stories we think are important to Maine residents from drug trafficking to scams 

and security related issues.  When necessary, we support efforts of law enforcement by releasing names 

and information pertaining to missing person’s cases or searches. We’re in regular contact with the 

Maine Public Safety spokesman, Maine Emergency Management Agency, and Maine Drug Enforcement 

Agency. We also cover marine crime related stories with information provided by U.S. Coast Guard and 

Marine Patrol. 

Public Safety-Q106.5 covers stories that impact the public safety of community which can run the gamut 

from natural disasters to police emergencies like shootings or standoffs. 

Health- Q106.5 covers a wide variety of health related stories and work with regional hospitals, the 

Maine CDC, and other organizations to get the word out about conferences, medical developments, 

viruses, and seasonal concerns like Lyme Disease or flu. Many of our stories dealing with public safety 

can be considered health related as well, citing our warnings about CO poisoning during power outages 

as one example. 

Economy-The economic struggles faced by Maine and the nation continue to dominate our news 

coverage. We continue to report on laws and initiatives affecting the economy as it relates to municipal, 

state and federal programs and services. We report on training and development opportunities in the 

state as well as job fair activities. 

Environment-Our environmental coverage spans a wide variety of stories to promoting public hearings 

such as the DEP hearings for the Juniper Landfill in Old Town, or the public hearings on the DCP 

Midstream proposed liquid propane tank in Searsport, to stories about necropsies on whales. 

Education-Q 106.5 covers stories in Maine from school budgets to school safety initiatives. Stories about 

innovative college studies and research are also covered. 

Community-Q 106.5 recognizes the work of community non-profit groups who utilize volunteers to 

promote the general welfare of Maine citizens. From food drives to help feed those struggling seniors 



Downeast, to matching grant challenges to serve single mothers, to charity runs and concerts, Q 106.5 

provides a lot of coverage for these kinds of events. 

If the situation warrants, the News Director will include stories of national significance and those 

stories might include anything from National Security, Natural Disasters, Congressional activities or 

Presidential declarations. 

The following is an extensive sampling of our newscast content during the second quarter of 2018: 

4-2-18 

Eastern Maine Healthcare is changing its name in response to its expansion into other parts of the state. 

The organization that now includes 9 hospitals and other facilities and services statewide will be known 

as Northern Light Health beginning in October. (:10 Health 6, 7) 

Donations are being collected to help a family of five from Corinth who lost their home to fire on Friday. 

Blackwell’s Insurance agency is collecting cash, checks, and/or clothing donations at their location on 

Main Street in Corinth or their Dexter office. Find more information about what’s needed on the 

Blackwell insurance agency’s Facebook page. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

4-3-18 

The City of Bangor is considering applying for a SAFER grant, which would help them hire four new 

firefighters. The city would partly match the federal funds to cover the cost of hiring and training some 

new recruits, so they’ll be ready when some of the older firefighters decide to retire. WVII-TV reports 

the matter will be discussed at Monday’s meeting of the Government Operations committee. (:15 Public 

Safety, Economy 6, 7) 

Registration is now open for the annual Rabbit Run, a race that travels through the Bangor City Forest. 

This year’s race will be held April 29
th

 and will be nearly five miles in length. Find more information on 

this year’s run that will benefit the Orono Bog Boardwalk at epic sports of Maine dot com. (:10 

Community, Environment 6, 7) 

4-4-18 

Attorney General Janet Mills says Maine is getting an award of 35 million dollars in a settlement with the 

tobacco industry to go into the fund for Healthy Maine over the next twelve months. She says the 

money could be used to help implement the voter-approved Medicaid expansion. Governor LePage, 

however, is criticizing the proposal, stating that it would be a short-term fix and the Mills is only 

proposing it because she’s running for governor. (:15 Economy, Health 6, 7) 

It’s almost prom season again, and so the Cinderella project is once again offering free dresses to local 

girls. The non-profit will set up shop this Saturday from 9 to 2 in Reny’s Plaza in Belfast, and next 

Saturday, the 14th, at Gardiner High school. Find more information, including how to donate prom 

gowns to the cause at Cinderella project of Maine dot org. (:10 Community 6, 7) 



4-5-18 

The Warden Service is reminding Mainers that this is an active time for deer , so they should be on the 

lookout for them when driving, especially at dawn and at dusk. Use high beams whenever possible to 

improve visibility and scan the shoulders of the road for any sign of movement. And if it looks like a 

crash is unavoidable, hit the brakes hard, rather than swerving, and release them just before impact to 

avoid scooping the animal onto the hood and through the windshield. (:15 Public Safety, Environment 6, 

7) 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, so the folks at Penquis are encouraging Mainers to wear blue on 

Friday. They hope people will take a selfie, share it on social media, and add hashtag Wear Blue as a way 

to let others know that they’re supporting child abuse prevention. In addition, folks could add a personal 

story or make a donation to any local organization that serves children. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

4-6-18 

Bangor’s winter parking rules have ended for the season, which puts an end to the whole odd-even 

parking situation. That doesn’t eliminate the possibility of overnight parking bans, in the event that we 

get any snow, however. This year, the National Weather Service says Bangor piled up 109 inches of 

snow, compared to just under 80 inches last winter. (:10 Community, Public Safety 6, 7) 

The City of Portland is suing a host of pharmaceutical companies over the toll of the nationwide opioid 

abuse epidemic. It’s joining cities from across the nation who are seeking damages from drug makers 

and some doctors involved in the distribution of the drugs in response to their substantial impact on the 

community, including the loss of lives.  57 Portland residents died of drug overdoses last year. (:10 

Health, Economy 6, 7) 

4-9-18 

The Maine Department of Labor’s 12 Career Centers are hosting a series of job fairs this spring. With the 

Governor’s report that wages are rising and unemployment is at an all-time low, employment officials 

say it’s a great time to aim for a better-paying job and the career centers can help with job searches, 

training, and resumes. Find a complete list of job fairs at Maine career center dot gov. (:10 Economy 6, 

7) 

For the first time, law enforcement officials in all six New England states are joining together in a public 

education campaign about distracted driving. The campaign includes a public service announcement 

that features police officers from each of the states discussing their own experiences responding to 

distracted driving crashes. Maine and Massachusetts prohibit texting while driving, while the other 

states will insist on hands-free cellphone use by the summer. (:15 Public Safety 6, 7) 

4-10-18 

The future of Bangor’s affiliation with Waterfront Concerts was a topic of discussion at last night’s city 

council meeting, with some councilors concerned about the city’s dealings with founder Alex Gray after 



he pleaded guilty to domestic abuse last year. Some councilors feel it sends the wrong message about 

the city’s stance on domestic violence. While it was suggested at the meeting that perhaps Gray should 

step away from the company, WABI-TV reports Gray says it’s not something he’s considered. (:10 Crime, 

Community 6, 7) 

Volunteers are needed to help clean up the grounds at Fort Knox and get it ready for the upcoming 

season. Folks are needed to rake, sweep, and clean up the debris left by a long, snowy winter. Anyone 

interested in helping out should report to the fort visitor’s center at around 10 a.m. on Saturday April 

21st where they’ll be given a free t-shirt, a fort tour, and the tools necessary for the job. (:10 

Environment, Community 6, 7) 

4-11-18 

New street lights are set to be installed throughout the city of Brewer, and so residents may notice a 

change. The news lights are the more efficient LED models, so they have a brighter, blueish white light, 

rather than the yellow/orange glow of the old lights. The city pays rent to the Emera Maine for the 

sodium lights, but it will own the new ones, saving Brewer more than 100 thousand dollars a year. (:10 

Community, Economy 6, 7) 

Acadia National park will open the park loop road to motor vehicles on April 15
th

, to kick off the summer 

season. In addition, the Hulls Cove visitor center and Thompson Island picnic area will also open on that 

day, Find more information at nps dot gov. (:10 Environment, Community 6, 7) 

4-12-18 

The American Red Cross is looking for folks interested in learning how to become volunteer disaster 

responders. Participation in the program can involve a wide scope of cases, from helping families deal 

with home fires to aiding in emergency shelters. Find more information about the training that will be 

held in Brewer on April 21
st
 at Maine Red Cross dot org. (:10 Health, Community, Public Safety 6, 7) 

4-13-18 

With Spring Break nearly upon us, health officials are warning Mainers who may be traveling south, of a 

rise in cases of the Zika virus. The virus that’s spread by mosquitos and can cause severe birth defects 

often has no symptoms. Anyone traveling to Florida, Texas, or Puerto Rico should pack a lot of mosquito 

repellant and get checked out by a doctor if they experience a fever within 14 days of the trip. (:15 

Health 6, 7) 

The National Endowment for the Arts is blocking a Deering High School student’s participation in the 

national Poetry Out Loud contest, because he’s a native of Zambia who has not yet been granted legal 

asylum. Now, 17-year-old Allan Monga and the Maine Arts Foundation are suing the national 

endowment in an effort to force them to allow him to take part. He won Maine’s contest earlier this 

year. (:10 Education 6, 7) 

4-16-18 



Police are investigating after an Old Orchard Beach couple reported they had been pulled over by what 

turned out to be someone impersonating a police officer. The man said he didn’t have ID, refused to tell 

them his name, and searched their car before letting them go. Now police are looking for the suspect 

that the victims said was driving a black Crown Victoria with flashing blue and red lights on the dash. 

Find more info on what to do in this kind of situation on our station’s website. (:15 Public Safety, Crime 

6, 7) 

The Bucksport High school Robotics Team is headed to the world championships for the second year in a 

row. The team, known as the Buck’s Wrath, qualified yesterday in Boston with their robots 'saucy' and 

'spitfire.' The world robotic championships will be held in Detroit, Michigan. (:10 Education 6, 7) 

4-17-18 

The Augusta Police Department is warning residents of a recent rash of car thefts, with vehicles being 

taken out of people’s driveways and some more public locations. In most cases, authorities say the 

vehicles were unlocked with the keys left inside. Anyone with information about the thefts is 

encouraged to contact police. (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6, 7) 

A job fair in Bangor on Wednesday will offer employment positions in the University of Maine’s office of 

facilities management. Campus officials will be there talking about how trades employees work behind 

the scenes to keep the Orono campus so beautiful, with openings in fields like carpentry, custodial, 

electrical, and plumbing. The job fair is being held Wednesday afternoon from 5 to 7 at the UMaine 

campus facilities complex off the Rangely Road.  (:15 Economy, Community 6, 7) 

4-18-18 

A national health report this week indicates that opioid prescribing in the state of Maine has fallen over 

13 percent in the last year, which is the sixth steepest drop in the nation. New Hampshire saw the 

sharpest decline, with a 15 percent reduction. A strict prescribing law implemented last year in Maine is 

the cause of the lower numbers, but has fallen under criticism from patients with chronic pain who have 

had to deal with sometimes less effective drugs. (:15 Health 6, 7) 

The South Portland Police Department is encouraging Mainers to snap a picture of themselves with a 

police officer to support law enforcement, and post it on social media with the label, hashtag selfie with 

a cop. The hope is to highlight the partnership shared between law enforcement and the community in 

the wake of the death of a Massachusetts police officer who was killed while trying to serve a warrant 

earlier this month. (:15 Public Safety 6, 7) 

4-19-18 

Maine is set to receive 2 million dollars in federal funding to fight the heroin and opioid crisis. Last year 

418 Mainers died from drug overdose, an 11 percent increase from the year before. Officials say the 

money, that’s being distributed from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, will help 

support vital recovery programs. (:10 Economy, Health 6, 7) 



A single dad from Lincolnville and his 2-year-old son got a big surprise this week when the folks from 

Habitat for Humanity of Waldo County showed up at his job in the Lincolnville General Store and told 

him he’s getting a forever home. A fundraiser will be held this Saturday at the Shrine Club in Belfast to 

help cover the cost of the build. Find more information at Waldo County Habitat dot org. (:10 

Community 6, 7) 

4-20-18 

Rape Response Services, which serves folks in Penobscot and Piscataquis counties, now has a feature 

that makes it possible for folks to talk to sexual assault counselors through chat windows or by text 

message, which some find a more comfortable way to communicate. Find more information on the 

Facebook page for Rape Response services. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

Maine Game Wardens helped a bear cub recently that lost its mother when she was struck by a car in 

Caribou. Warden Alan Dudley captured the cub in a dog kennel and then reached out to a wildlife 

biologist, who recommended they place the cub with an adult female. Officials found a mother bear 

who was being tracked by the state and placed the cub near her den where she would find it and raise it 

like one of her own. (:10 Environment 6, 7) 

4-23-18 

A new law that aims to protect crime victims requires the state to notify them when their attacker 

escapes from prison or from an institution where they’ve been committed. The Department of 

Corrections usually does this out or courtesy, but now is required to do it as a matter of law. (:10 Public 

Safety, Crime 6, 7) 

A Portland teenager who was restricted from competing in a national poetry contest because he’s a 

native of Zambia who hasn’t been granted legal asylum has won the right to participate. A judge on 

Friday granted Allan Monga’s motion and required the Poetry Out Loud national finals to allow him to 

compete in next weekend’s competition. Monga is a student at Deering High School. (:10 Education 6, 7) 

4-24-18 

Convenience store and bar workers in Bangor will soon have to undergo proper training about state 

alcohol laws. The ordinance comes on the heels of a Bangor Police Department sting that resulted in 

nearly 70 citations being issued for alcohol-related incidents, like selling to minors or serving alcohol to 

people who are already drunk.  (:15 Crime, Public Safety 6, 7) 

Faith leaders, law enforcement officials, healthcare workers, and others will gather in Bangor tomorrow 

night to discuss changing the way Maine’s drug problem is being handled and lifting the stigma from 

those affected. The Interfaith Community Opiate Healing Service will start at 6:30 Wednesday evening at 

St. John’s Catholic Church in Bangor. (:15 Community, Health 6, 7) 

4-25-18 



It’s a good year for elver fishermen as they’re on track to catch the entirety of their quota after falling 

short in recent years. Other countries have had a tough time this year providing the baby eels to the 

Asian Aquaculture companies who purchase them. That’s driven the price up this year to a record 25 

hundred eighty-five dollars per pound at the dock. (:15 Environment, Economy 6, 7) 

Challenger Learning Center will host its annual E-Waste event this Saturday, collecting things like 

televisions, computer monitors, and other old electronics. The event is being held at the center on 

Venture Way in Bangor from 9 to 1 on Saturday and carries suggested donations of ten dollars for the 

first item and five dollars for each additional item. Find more information at astronaut dot org.(:15 

Education, Environment, Community 6, 7) 

4-26-18 

Governor Paul Lepage has ordered all flags in Maine to be flown at half-staff in honor of Corporal 

Eugene Cole, who was killed in the line of duty on Wednesday. The Governor says the flags will remain 

in the position for three days and offered his condolences to the Cole family and members of Maine law 

enforcement. The flags will be lowered once again on the day of Cole’s funeral. (:15 Public Safety 6, 7) 

Mainers will see a very different ballot when they go to the polls in June, with the institution of ranked 

choice voting. The Secretary of State has built an online guide to help residents prepare for the new 

process that allows voters to rank their top candidates. Find the sample ballots at Maine dot gov slash 

sos. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

4-27-18 

Bangor’s city assessor has denied a request by owners of the Bangor Mall for a close to 32 million dollar 

tax break. Simon Property of Indianapolis said they need the tax break because of economic factors that 

affected the mall’s profits, but the city assessor says , while their income was down, it was still high 

enough to justify paying last year’s assessed value. The company has 60 days to appeal the decision. (:15 

Economy 6, 7) 

A workshop held in Brewer yesterday taught local organizations how to develop plans for possible active 

shooter situations. The event focused on planning and communication. For information on the next 

workshop, planned for June, contact the Penobscot County Emergency Management Agency. (:10 Public 

Safety, Crime 6, 7) 

4-30-18 

Job seekers may want to head to Augusta today, for a job fair at the Augusta career center. The event 

will feature opportunities to meet potential employers and also a chance to tour the new facility at 45 

Commerce Drive. The job fair runs from 2 to 4 this afternoon. (:10 Economy, Community 6, 7) 

The University of Maine is offering a raffle to pay for one in-state tuition for a year. The Alumni 

Association is holding the raffle that will pay a year’s tuition for one student, but interested parties have 



to enter by tomorrow. Find more information and sign up for the contest at U-Maine dot edu. (:10 

Economy, Education, Community 6, 7) 

5-1-18 

Registration is open for this year’s Greater Bangor Bark for Life, a dog-friendly relay-for-life type event 

that raises money for the American Cancer Society. This year, Bark will be held on June 2
nd

 at the Bangor 

Raceway and Folks who sign up today will be registered for a chance to win a fifty dollar Bangor Pet and 

Spa gift card. Find more information on the Greater Bangor Bark for Life Facebook page. (:15 Community 

6, 7) 

5-2-18 

The Maine Sheriff’s Association is warning residents that its possible fake fundraising sites are being set 

up in the name of Somerset County Sheriff’s Corporal Eugene Cole, who was killed last week in 

Norridgewock. In a post on the association’s Facebook page, officials say the only fundraiser they’re 

aware of that’s approved by the family is through Bangor Savings Bank, on Madison Avenue, in 

Skowhegan. (:15 Public Safety, Crime 6, 7) 

The weather will be very warm today, prompting some to want to go to the beach. But the National 

Weather Service has issued a Beach Hazard statement, reminding Mainers that, although the air temp 

could reach the 80’s today, the water is still only in the mid to upper 40’s. Hypothermia could set in 

quickly, incapacitating a good swimmer in minutes. (:10 Environment, Health 6, 7) 

5-3-18 

Lawmakers yesterday considered gubernatorial rejection of about 20 bills and overrode his veto of 

commercial pot sales and Narcan access legislation. They failed, however, to consider more than 100 

bills before ending the special session, including bills that address Medicaid expansion, opioid 

treatment, school funding, and pay increases for personal care aides.(:15 Economy 6, 7) 

With the warm weather comes brush fires, and firefighters in Southern Maine were busy yesterday with 

fires that burned over 100 acres in 24 hours. Mainers are reminded to get a burn permit before any 

outdoor burn, report immediately if the fire gets out of control, and extinguish cigarettes inside the 

vehicle instead of tossing it out the window. (:15 Public Safety, Environment 6, 7) 

5-4-18 

George Stevens Academy was the scene of a distracted or impaired driving accident yesterday, but it 

was only a simulation to demonstrate to students the importance of making good choices. The every 15 

minutes program walks students through the whole process, using their classmates as victims and 

making mock notifications to their actual parents. The name comes from the fact that every 15 minutes 

in this county there is an alcohol or distracted related death. (:20 Education, Public Safety 6,  7) 



Wardens in the town of Stow are looking for a bobcat that attacked a 17-year-old boy and his father. 

The large cat was acting strangely and showed no fear to the pair who had gone into their backyard to 

confirm that the animal was not a protected lynx when it suddenly lunged and bit the boy’s face before 

a neighbor shot at it and scared it off. The teen received several rabies shots and now wardens are 

looking for the cat. (:20 Public Safety, Health, Community 6, 7) 

5-7-18 

The Maine Forest Service will release parasitic flies into the forest on Wednesday, to help curb the 

winter moth population. The flies will lay eggs on oak leaves that will then be eaten by moth caterpillars, 

infecting them with parasites. The moths have defoliated tens of thousands of acres in Massachusetts 

and have rapidly become a problem in Maine. (:15 Environment 6, 7) 

And this Saturday is Color Bangor, a 5K through Bangor that includes seven stations where folks will 

have colored cornstarch thrown on their white t-shirts. The event is the biggest fundraiser that helps 

keep the American Folk Festival a free event. Find more information at American Folk Festival dot com. 

(:10 Community, Economy 6, 7) 

5-8-18 

Acadia National Park lovers can save a little money this month by buying their weekly vehicle passes 

before the price goes up. The passes currently cost 25 dollars, but will go up to 30 dollars beginning June 

1
st

. They’ve available for sale at the Ellsworth Area Chamber of Commerce. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

A yellow tulip garden outside the Bangor Public Library is hoping to get people talking about mental 

health. The garden was inspired by a woman in southern Maine who plants yellow tulips to honor her 

two best friends, who had committed suicide. Robin Carr of Bangor Public Health and Community 

Services told WVII-TV that people should be as comfortable talking about their mental health as they are 

their physical health. (:15 Health, Education, Community 6, 7) 

5-9-18 

The University of Maine is using a petting zoo to help students get through finals. Actually, it’s just a 

herd of goats that students can feed and visit with. Assistant Director of Student activities Brittney Smith 

told WABI-TV that goats are popular and all over the internet and can help cheer students who are 

dealing with stress. (:10 Education, Health 6, 7) 

The Annual Three Rivers Kiwanis Sebec River Canoe and Kayak Race is coming up on Saturday, May 19
th

, 

with the proceeds to benefit Kiwanis projects like Hooked on Fishing, Terrific Kids, and the Secret Santa 

program. The Reading Room in Sebec Village will open at 8:30 that day for registration and orientation 

starts at 10. Find more information on the Sebec River Canoe Race Facebook page. (:15 Community 6, 7) 

5-10-18 



Mainers are being reminded to fully extinguish their fires after a permitted burn in Ripley got out of 

control and destroyed the landowner’s barn. Forest Rangers say the homeowner failed to put the fire 

completely out before leaving it alone and it spread to some woods nearby. Find more information and 

purchase a permit at Maine Burn Permit dot com. (:15 Public Safety, Environment 6, 7) 

Shriner organizations around the state will hold screening clinics this Saturday at various locations for 

pediatric orthopedic and burn injury medical evaluations for referral to Shriners hospitals for children. In 

Bangor, the free clinic will be held from 9 to noon Saturday at the Anah Shrine on outer Broadway and in 

Ellsworth, it will be at the Maine Coast Memorial Hospital. Find more information on the Shriners 

screening clinic Facebook page. (:15 Health, Community 6,7) 

5-11-18 

Maine Forest Rangers have responded to 160 fires this year and are urging residents to research 

weather conditions ahead of time. While a burn permit is required to any outdoor debris burns, 

campfires can be just as dangerous if allowed to get out of control. Folks can check fire conditions at 

Maine Fire Weather dot org. (:15 Public Safety, Environment 6, 7) 

It will be a busy day for Postal Workers on Saturday, as they gather non-perishable food donations 

during the National Association of Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive. Residents can leave 

their donations in or near their mailboxes to be picked up by volunteers who will be following the letter 

carriers on their rounds. All donations will be sorted at local post offices and given to food pantries. (:15 

Community 6, 7) 

5-14-18 

Secretary of State Matt Dunlap is hosting a series of informational meetings to instruct the public and 

answer questions about the new ranked choice voting system that will be used for the first time in the 

June primaries. The ranked choice system allows residents to vote for their top 3 candidates, with the 

majority holder declared the winner. The Bangor meeting is scheduled for tomorrow afternoon from 4 

to 6 at the Bangor Public Library. (:15 Education 6, 7) 

Downtown Bangor was taken over by gardeners over the weekend as part of the city’s Big Dig event. 

Residents have volunteered to adopt a ‘GREEN’ area in the downtown region, plant flowers to beautify 

the space, and will be responsible for maintaining their garden patch. The city says more than 100 sites 

were adopted this year. (:10 Environment, Community 6, 7) 

5-15-18 

Folks enjoying Wells Beach over the weekend got an added treat when someone spotted a whale close 

to shore on Sunday afternoon. Marine Mammals of Maine experts confirmed the sighting and said that 

it’s a young Right Whale, one of the world’s largest animals that’s currently on the endangered species 

list. They say the juvenile was probably traveling with another whale that didn’t come as close to shore. 

(:15 Environment 6, 7) 



Folks will be walking for wishes on the Bangor waterfront on Thursday, to help make the dreams of sick 

children become a reality. Just about every five days in Maine a child with a critical illness is granted a 

dream through the Make-A-Wish foundation, but those wishes come with a hefty price tag. Find more 

information about the walk that starts at 6 on Thursday afternoon at Maine dot wish dot org.(:10 

Community 6, 7) 

5-16-18 

The Maine CDC says another tick-borne illness is on the rise in Maine and it could be more severe than 

Lyme Disease. Anaplasmosis causes similar initial symptoms, but can, in rare cases, lead to brain swelling 

and meningitis. Experts advise using repellent when outside, tucking pants into socks, and performing 

daily tick checks. (:10 Environment, Health 6, 7) 

A professor at the University of Maine will get 750 thousand dollars from the American Heart 

Association to study the effect of aging fat tissue on cardiovascular and metabolic conditions. Professor 

Kristy Townsend will partner with David Harrison of Jackson Lab in Bar Harbor to help identify 

treatments that could potentially stop or reverse conditions like diabetes and obesity. (:10 Health, 

Education 6, 7) 

5-17-18 

The Penobscot County Sheriff’s Office is warning residents of a phone scam with a caller who claims to 

represent their department. The caller tells the potential victim that there are warrants out for them 

that are being called in and that they can pay their bail over the phone. Officials say the sheriff’s office 

will never call about warrants or demand money over the phone so anyone receiving one of these calls 

should hang up and then report it to police. (:15 Crime, Public Safety 6, 7) 

 Over twenty-seven hundred school kids, from kindergarten to sixth grade, will be at the Windsor 

Fairgrounds today for the Northeast Livestock Expo. The educational day will include demonstrations of 

draft horses, dairy cows, honey bees, and other animals, and talks will include everything from preventin 

disease to proper use of manure. Today is Kid’s Day, but the event that runs through Sunday is open to 

everyone. (:15 Education 6, 7) 

5-18-18 

Eastern Maine Healthcare Systems has ended its partnerships with municipalities that are suing former 

physicians as part of a 1 billion dollar opioid abuse lawsuit. A press release from EMHS says the suit 

claims healthcare providers like EMHS and its doctors have caused the epidemic, so it says out of a 

concern of conflict of interest, it’s ending affiliation with the Community Health Leadership Board and 

the Greater Portland Addiction Collaborative. Once the lawsuit is settled, hospital officials say the 

affiliations will resume. (:15 Health 6, 7) 

The Hemophilia Alliance of Maine will raise awareness of the bleeding disorder by hosting a bloody mary 

contest this weekend. Bartenders from around the area will gather in Bangor on Sunday for the 



competition. Tito’s Vodka is donating the alcohol and competitors will bring their own mix, spices, and 

garnishes to vie for the title. (:10 Health, Community 6, 7) 

5-21-18 

Bee spotters are sought by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to help with the Maine 

Bumble Bee Atlas. The five-year survey will document different species of bumble bees, so volunteers 

will have to take one of two volunteer training workshops, with the closest being held June 9
th

 at U-

Maine. Find more information at ME Fish Wildlife dot com. (:10 Environment, Community 6, 7) 

A conference being held at the Hilton Garden Inn this Thursday will bring together representatives from 

all aspects of the journey to addiction recovery to help support recovery ready communities. The focus 

areas of the conference will include education, recovery messaging, and the neuroscience behind 

addition recovery, among other topics. Find more information on the Facebook page for Young People 

in Recovery of Brewer. (:15 Health, Community 6, 7) 

5-22-18 

Fire officials are warning of the dangers of extracting cannabis concentrates as marijuana becomes legal 

in the state. The Portland Press Herald reports that first responders in Ellsworth and Biddeford have 

encountered fires at homes where people were manufacturing butane hash oil and the butane has 

ignited. Home extraction, using butane or propane, is illegal in Maine. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

Law Enforcement agencies statewide have kicked off their annual ‘click it or ticket’ campaign, to 

encourage Mainers to keep their seat belts fastened. Not only is it the law, but it’s also the number one 

thing residents can do to prevent death or injury during a crash. A ticket for not wearing a seatbelt will 

cost fifty dollars for the first offense, 125 dollars for the second, and 250 dollars for the third. (:10 Public 

Safety, Crime 6, 7) 

5-23-18 

Skowhegan Police are warning residents that flyers circulating around town announcing a Tanya Tucker 

concert at the Augusta Civic Center are a scam. The flyers look professional, listing Hights Ford  and 

Everetts tires as  sponsors of the event, and listing George Hand as the promoter. Police are now looking 

for the man and warning residents to ignore the fake advertisements. (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6, 7) 

Pest experts in Maine say that a new tick-borne illness is causing problems in our state despite the fact 

that it’s normally found in the south. The Lone Star ticks have been brought here by songbirds on their 

summer migration and can cause an allergy to red meat. The bite is said to be painful and can cause 

symptoms including weakness, dizziness, nausea, and respiratory problems. (:10 Health, Environment 6,  

7) 

5-24-18 



The very lucrative elver fishery is shut down today, two weeks early from the regular season because the 

Maine Department of Marine Resources is concerned about illegal activity. Fishermen had harvested 

more than 90 percent of the annual limit as of yesterday but reports of dealers paying a cash amount 

that’s much lower than the typical price has put the future of the fishery in jeopardy. (:10 Economy, 

Environment 6, 7) 

5-25-18 

The Red Cross is celebrating the unofficial kick-off to summer by reminding Mainers of the importance 

of donating blood. Summer is when the organization sees its donations go down, because the schools 

and colleges close, and people are taking vacations. Find more information about how and where to 

donate at red cross blood dot org. (:10 Community, Health 6, 7) 

Folks are invited to help the United Way of Eastern Maine fill a van with non-perishable food items 

today. The organization will be set up at Sam’s Club on the Haskell Road from 10 til 4 collecting food. All 

collected items will be given to the Good Shepherd Food Bank. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

5-29-18 

Analysts are expecting another double-digit increase for individual health insurance rates under the 

affordable care act. The two ACA-compliant providers are facing a June 4
th

 deadline for submitting their 

2019 rate requests. The Portland Press Herald reports people who get their insurance through the ACA 

have seen their premiums raised by as much as 110 percent in the past four years, causing many to opt 

out. (:15 Economy 6, 7) 

The Etna-Dixmont Elementry School is teaching students the reward and value of growing their own 

food through an educational garden. The kids are planting vegetables and fruits this spring, will continue 

to take care of them throughout the summer, along with their parents, and when they return in the fall, 

will be able to eat their products in their school lunches. The school has a greenhouse that just needs a 

cover so the students could plant in the winter, as well. (:15 Education, Environment 6, 7) 

5-30-18 

Despite concentrated efforts to keep it away from Maine’s forests, officials with the Department of 

Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry say the emerald ash borer has been found in Madawaska. The 

beetle that’s originally from Asia has killed hundreds of millions of ash trees in more than 30 states. (:10 

Environment 6, 7) 

It’s human nature to want to help when people see a baby seal left all alone on a beach, a common site 

this time of year. But the federal government has issued a reminder that mother seals will often leave 

their pups alone for up to 24 hours while they look for food. Officials advise admiring the animal from 

afar, since getting too close can stress them out. (:10 Environment 6, 7) 

5-31-18 



911 calls from Bangor residents will now be routed to the Penobscot Regional Communications Center. 

Bangor Police will still have their own dispatch center to handle all other calls, but sending the 

emergency calls to the PRCC will save the city money. The communications center has increased its staff 

in order to handle all the extra calls. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

The Maine Department of Labor is encouraging teens to join the summer workforce, stating that it helps 

build character and important life skills. Commissioner John Butera says there are plenty of jobs out 

there and that it’s time for teens to start reaping the benefits of summer employment. Find more 

information at Maine dot gov slash labor.(:10 Economy 6, 7) 

6-1-18 

It was the worst flu season in at least five years which state epidemiologist Dr. Siiri Bennett attributes, 

partially, to better reporting by doctors and health agencies. Still, she says, the season was vigorous with 

a 55 percent increase in reported cases, compared to the year before. Health officials say they’re 

working on a new flu vaccine that will offer a broader scope of protection against multiple viral strains. 

(:15 Health 6, 7) 

We wanted to remind folks that the annual Greater Bangor Bark for Life is being held this Saturday at 

the Hollywood Casino Raceway in Bangor. Folks are invited to bring their dogs between 4 and 6 for some 

canine-friendly fun, including doggy costume and dog-and-owner lookalike contests, all to raise money 

for the American Cancer Society. Walk-up registrations are welcome at the raceway, starting at 3:30. 

(:10 Community 6, 7) 

6-5-18 

A Maine court has ordered Governor Paul LePage to take steps to expand Medicaid, as voters demanded 

in the 2016 election. The Governor has balked at any movements in that direction because he said 

there’s no clear directive as to how it should be funded. The court has given his administration until June 

11th to submit expansion paperwork to the federal government. (:10 Economy, Health 6, 7) 

An organization that works to make downtown Ellsworth a destination has received a big boost in the 

form of a five thousand dollar grant from the Maine Community Foundation, which will be used to 

create a website, among other endeavors. The Heart of Ellsworth has hosted community wide cultural 

events and public discussion forums, and will be able to do much more with this additional capital. (:10 

Economy, Community 6, 7) 

6-6-18 

Folks who want to visit a state park can now do so for free just by borrowing a park pass from their local 

library. A group called Friends of Maine State Parks bought 10 vehicle passes and donated them to 

libraries, so that they can be borrowed by anyone who holds a library card. The passes are available in 

several communities, including Ellsworth, Belfast, and Dover-Foxcroft. (:10 Environment, Economy 6, 7) 



Cyclists will take to the Bangor Waterfront tomorrow to raise money for the American Heart 

Association, but they won’t be traveling far. CycleNation Bangor is a relay-style stationary cycling event 

that organizers say aims to put the brakes on stroke and heart disease, while promoting healthy living. 

Find more information on the CycleNation Bangor Facebook event page. (:10 Community, Health 6,  7) 

6-7-18 

Five local bands will join forces this Sunday to raise money for the Maine Children’s Cancer Program. The 

day will include plenty of music, along with silent and live auctions, and food from 1 to 6 at the Bangor 

Elks Lodge. Find more information on the Maine Children’s Cancer Program Fundraiser page on 

Facebook. (:10 Community, Health 6, 7) 

The Bangor Rotary is at it again, bringing music and dance to Bangor in their biggest fundraiser of the 

year. This year’s ‘Music Off Broadway’ show has a new location, at the Gracie Theatre, and will take 

place Father’s Day Weekend. Find more information and purchase tickets at Bangor rotary dot org. (:10 

Community 6, 7) 

6-8-18 

State court documents will be available to the public, for a fee, when they go online as part of a fifteen 

million dollar electronic system. Chief Justice Leigh Saufley made the announcement yesterday that 

remote access to court documents will be made available in order to allow for an open, transparent, and 

accountable court system. The revised access rules will be available on the court’s website in the fall and 

public comment on them will be sought at that time. (:15 Public Safety 6, 7) 

A car and bike show in Brewer this Saturday will benefit a program that provides free outdoor 

experiences to members of the military, veterans, and first responders. The 4
th

 annual car and bike show 

will be held from 11 to 2 on Saturday at the Brewer Eagles Club, with food, raffles, and prizes for the 

best vehicle. Find more information at Pine Grove Programs dot com. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

6-11-18 

It was a deadly weekend on Maine’s roads with at least eight fatalities, including a collision in Berwick in 

which four people were killed and four others injured. In several instances, including one of two 

motorcycle crashes, improper passing of motor vehicles was cited as a cause. In Edgecomb, police are 

investigating a single-car crash that killed an unlicensed 15-year-old driver and injured her 3 teen 

passengers. (:15 Public Safety 6, 7) 

A Florida-based company is looking to build a facility in Maine to cultivate marijuana used in medical 

research. Maridose LLC has applied for a 3-million square foot facility in Naples, which would produce up 

to fifteen hundred pounds of cannabis annually. (:10 Health, Economy 6, 7) 

6-12-18 



The Maine Bureau of Motor Vehicles will start offering the option of a gender-neutral designation on 

driver’s licenses and ID cards by July of next year. Currently, a sticker can be used to change the gender 

until the technology is in place to actually place an X on the card, under the gender category.  (:10 Public 

Safety 6, 7) 

Unseasonably cool temperatures are causing headaches in Northern Maine where some farmers are 

seeing pockets of frost. The cooling is slowing down germination for crops like corn, and any other 

seedlings that can’t be brought in at night. The cold, combined with the lack of rain, is making this a 

challenging growing season. (:10 Environment 6, 7) 

6-13-18 

The Maine Department of Transportation is urging Mainers to drive carefully and avoid distractions as 

the busiest and most dangerous season on Maine’s roads has started with 8 fatalities over the course of 

one week. Officials say peak tourist season brings many drivers who are unfamiliar with the roads. So 

far, 53 people have been killed in vehicular accidents this year. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

A Facebook post for the Bangor City Forest is warning visitors that they’re seeing some black bear 

activity this spring and cautioning people to stay alert. If someone does see a bear, they’re advised to 

stay quiet and watch to see if they leave on their own. If the bear begins to approach, folks should stand 

tall, wave their arms, and hoot and holler, which will probably cause the bear to leave. (:10 

Environment, Public Safety) 

6-14-18 

A new loan program through the state will help dairy farmers make capital improvements. The new 

Dairy Improvement Fund will help farmers who are commercially producing cow milk or cow milk 

products with loans of up to 25 thousand dollars. An informational meeting on the program will be held 

today in Augusta. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

Eastern Maine Community College got a boost to its commercial driver’s license program this week 

when Dead River Company donated a fleet of trucks. The vehicles will be used across the community 

college system to let students graduate with a CDL. School officials hope to roll out the program this fall. 

(:10 Education 6, 7) 

6-15-18 

Medical marijuana may be legal in Maine but that doesn’t mean that an employer has to pay for it under 

the state workers’ compensation system. State Supreme Court justices concluded in a 5 to 2 decision 

that federal law takes precedence in a conflict between the federal Controlled Substances Act and the 

state medical marijuana law. (:10 Economy 6, 7) 

A 5K and golf tournament  in Orrington on June 30th will help support a program that offers help to 

anyone who’s trying to kick a drug addiction. Downeast Project Hope is a collaborative between the 

Ellsworth Police Department and Healthy Acadia that connects people in need with rehab programs, 



even if they have to go out of state to find beds. Get more information about this event at Healthy 

Acadia dot org and on our Sunday morning program, ‘Maine Concerns.’ (:15 Community, Health 6, 7) 

6-18-18 

Governor LePage wants the state to establish psychiatric residences for children, that would be a step-

down from psychiatric hospitals. The BDN reports 42 Maine children are living out of state in order to 

receive treatment they can’t access in Maine. Currently, the state has 330 residential treatment beds for 

kids with mental illness, autism, and intellectual disabilities, but they’re either filled or unavailable. (:10 

Health 6, 7) 

Maine forestry officials will be in Northern Maine tonight for a public meeting about the discovery of an 

invasive and destructive pest just recently found in Madawaska. The emerald ash borer kills most 

species of ash trees and has devastated forests in other states. The discussion tonight at the Frenchville 

Community Center will be about emergency stop movement orders on some wood products. (:15 

Environment 6, 7) 

6-19-18 

The Ellsworth Police department is warning residents that there are a lot of scams in the area right now 

and urges them to use caution. The Facebook post warns that no one is going to give you a grant via 

messenger, your grandchild hasn’t been arrested, no one’s going to pay you two thousand more than 

the cost of shipping, and no one famous will pay you money for sharing their post. Find more 

information about the scam alert on the Ellsworth Police Department’s Facebook page. (:15 Crime, 

Public Safety 6, 7) 

Anah Shriners are hosting their 4
th

 annual Hospital Night on Saturday, which includes sharing the success 

stories of children who have been helped by Shriner’s hospitals. A dinner and silent auction will also be 

included in the evening that gets underway at 5:00 Saturday at the Anah Shrine building on outer 

Broadway in Bangor. Tickets are just 10 dollars and the proceeds benefit Anah Shrine hospitals. (:10 

Health, Community 6, 7) 

6-20-18 

Emera Maine has been approved for a rate increase, but it’s not what they were hoping for. The Maine 

Public Utilities Commission reduced their request for a 12 percent boost in the distribution portion of 

customers’ bills to a five-point-three-four increase, instead, which will raise nearly four-and-a-half 

million dollars for the utility. AARP officials are protesting, saying for people on a fixed income, any rate 

increase will be a hardship. (:15 Economy 6, 7) 

On June 30
th

, Franklin Street Extension in Ellsworth will be closed to traffic and turned into a street 

festival  for the Taste of Ellsworth event. Local restaurants and breweries will provide the refreshments 

and there will be live bands to provide the entertainment. Find more information at heart of Ellsworth 

dot org. (:10 Community 6, 7) 



6-21-18 

The Maine Senate has unanimously voted to approve a bill that would create a program to test drinking 

water in schools for lead. The bill directs the Maine Department of Education to develop a grant 

program so schools can test water that’s used for drinking or cooking for lead contamination, which can 

cause cognitive impairment and other health problems in children. (:10 Education, Health 6, 7) 

The good folks at the Woodlands Senior Living center in Brewer will be handing out lemonade and ice 

coffee today, and taking donations to support the Alzheimer’s Association. A stand will be set up at the 

Woodlands location on Colonial Circle Drive where thirsty people can stop by or place orders for delivery 

by calling the senior living center. The lemonade will be purple, which is the color used to raise 

awareness of Alzheimer’s. (:15 Health, Community 6, 7) 

6-22-18 

Lawmakers approved a bill yesterday that would fund the Downeast Correctional Facility in 

Machiasport. The legislation now needs approval from the governor, who shut the facility down in 

February because he said it was outdated and too expensive to run. Since then, the prison has been run 

with a minimal staff and with only a small number of inmates. (:10 Public Safety, Economy 6, 7) 

Forestry officials are warning residents to use extreme caution around  cocoons full of toxic caterpillar 

hairs that can irritate the skin. The cocoons belong to the Browntail moth, an invasive species whose 

hairs can cause skin rash, respiratory issues, and more. Find more information about how to deal with 

the moths at Maine dot gov. (:10 Health, Environment 6, 7) 

6-25-18 

A bill that would allow forest rangers to carry firearms and receiving training is now awaiting approval 

from the Governor. It’s an issue that’s been discussed at length in Augusta, with lawmakers debating 

whether forest rangers are in harm’s way often enough to warrant the more than 130 thousand dollars 

it would cost to arm them. Governor Lepage has 10 days to veto or sign the bill, or allow it to become 

law without his approval. (:15 Public Safety, Economy 6, 7) 

6-26-18 

A public hearing in Augusta tonight will discuss whether the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 

should increase the number of ‘any deer’ permits this year to eighty-five thousand, an increase of 28 

percent from last year. Public comments are also being taken by mail to the department until July 6
th

. 

(:10 Environment 6, 7) 

The Briar Patch bookstore is collecting new or gently used books to be donated to Literacy Volunteers, 

with a specific need for younger books, like board books and very early chapter books, many of which 

will be given out in low income neighborhoods. The event at the Briar Patch runs from 11 to 6 today in 

downtown Bangor. (:10 Education, Community 6, 7) 



6-27-18 

Maine’s utility companies are warning of a door to door sales pitch for an alternative provider that’s 

falsely claiming to be connected to Emera Maine and Central Maine Power. Ellsworth police say, while 

the company these people are subcontracted to is legitimate, their sales tactics are not and that 

residents should do their research before signing up. (:10 Public Safety 6, 7) 

A fundraiser at the Out Back Tavern in Skowhegan Friday night will help honor fallen Somerset County 

Sheriff’s Corporal Eugene Cole. Tom Cole has been given the opportunity to record some of his brother’s 

songs in Nashville on a CD that will be sold to raise money for Gene’s family. Find more information on 

the Facebook event page for the Tom Cole and friends evening of music. (:10 Community, Public Safety 

6, 7) 

6-28-18 

One in seven new Moms deal with some level of postpartum depression and, too often, their distress is 

dismissed by loved ones. So Eastern Maine Medical center has started a support group that will not only 

offer support to the Moms, but will also educate the family members about the issue. Find more 

information about the group at EMMC dot org slash childbirth. (:10 Health, Community, Education 6, 7) 

More dogs get lost on the 4
th

 of July than any other day of the year because they get frightened by the 

fireworks. So the Bangor Humane Society and Loyal Biscuit Company in Brewer are teaming up this 

Saturday to offer a microchip clinic from 10 to 1 at the store in Brewer. The microchips store the 

owner’s contact information so they can be returned if they do wander off. (:10 Community 6, 7) 

6-29-18 

Mainers are cautioned to watch out for animals acting strangely after several recent encounters. There 

have been at least four cases of people being approached or attacked by rabid foxes, including in 

Brunswick where a 95-year-old man beat the animal to death with a piece of wood. An otter is being 

tested for rabies after biting a woman as it ran around a beach with some children.  (:10 Environment, 

Health, Public Safety 6, 7) 

Maine law enforcement will be on high alert his weekend in recognition of Operation Dry Water, an 

annual effort to discourage boating while under the influence of substances Last year, 19% of boating 

fatalities involved people who had been drinking. (:10 Public Safety, Community 6, 7) 

2
nd

 QUARTER MAINE CONCERNS TOPICS 2018 

 

"Townsquare Media Maine Concerns" is a long-form interview segment running every Sunday 

morning at 6:20 A.M. (WWMJ), 11:10 A.M. (WDEA), 8:00am (WQCB), 7:55am (WBZN), and 6:05AM 

(WEZQ) 

 

Each of the Maine Concerns reports runs between 8 and 10 minutes. The following reports aired 

during the 2
nd

 quarter of 2018. 

 



4-1-18 

 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Maine Bear Biologist Jen Vachon about how to avoid 

attracting bears into private yards. She has suggestions like taking in pet food, pulling bird feeders in at 

night, and cleaning up seed that’s dropped on the ground. In addition, she discusses what to do when 

encountering a bear. In our second segment, Cindy chats with Chief Information Officer Andrew Putnam 

from Katahdin Trust about protecting yourself from identity theft. He has advice like not giving personal 

information on the phone, shredding sensitive documents, and using online banking to keep track of 

your accounts on a day-to-day basis. (8:36 Environment, Economy, Crime, Community) 

 

4-8-18 

 

Our program today focuses on Child Abuse Prevention week. Cindy Campbell talks with Denise Trafton, 

Program Manager for the Penquis Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Council about the issue in Maine. 

She discusses warning signs folks can look for that a child may be a victim of abuse or neglect, and what 

to do if you suspect they’re being abused. She also offers suggestions to parent about how to prevent 

falling victim to frustration and anger, by having realistic expectations of the children and taking breaks. 

In addition, she talks about the importance of community and family members’ help in giving those 

breaks. (8:06 Health, Community) 

 

4-14-18 

Our program today is dedicated to the American Red Cross and an upcoming training session for disaster 

response volunteers. Cindy Campbell chats with Kristen Simas, Disaster Program Manager for Northern 

and Eastern Maine, about what it takes to be a volunteer and what types of disasters they respond to. 

She discusses the qualities needed in effective volunteers. In addition, she emphasizes that most of the 

work they do is in the local communities, rather than traveling to large-scale disasters. (9:15 Public 

Safety, Community) 

4-22-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Father Anthony Cipolle of the Saint Paul the Apostle 

Parish about an upcoming Interfaith Community Opiate Healing Service at the church. The event will 

bring together faith leaders, healthcare workers, law enforcement representatives, and members of the 

addiction recovery community to work on lifting the stigma and finding a more supportive way of 

communicating and helping those in recovery. In our second segment, Cindy talks with Kayla Kalel, one 

of the organizers of the Brewer chapter of Young People in Recovery. Kalel talks about the importance 

of recovery ready communities and the educational work her organization is doing to help children learn 

early how to avoid drugs. (9:47 Community, Public Safety, Health, Education) 

4-29-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Lynn Hempen, Executive Director of Habitat for 

Humanity of Greater Bangor. The group is building a three-condo building and is looking for families to 

qualify for ownership. She explains the financial requirements and how the process works. In our second 

segment, Cindy chats with Maine Bear Biologist Jen Vachon about the animals that are waking up from 



hibernation. Vachon discusses the bear’s need for food, and how residents can help avoid attracting 

them to their property. (10:00 Economy, Community, Environment) 

5-6-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Doctor Siiri Bennett of the Maine Center for Disease 

Control about Lyme disease. She discusses early warning signs and the effects of Lyme, if it’s left 

untreated. In addition, Dr. Bennet talks about the best ways to avoid contracting Lyme. In our second 

segment, Cindy chats with American Folk Festival Executive Director Heather McCarthy about Color 

Bangor, a color fun run-walk in Bangor that benefits the festival. She discusses the details of the run, but 

also how important the fundraising is to the festival, which is offered free-of-charge on the Bangor 

Waterfront. (9:13 Health, Economy, Community) 

5-13-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Pest Specialist Jim Dill, from the University of Maine’s 

Tick Lab, about this year’s tick problem, and the importance of doing regular tick checks. He discusses 

the varieties of ticks and the fact that only a deer tick can spread Lyme disease. Dill also talks about the 

tick lab, where residents can have the tick that bit them identified, so they know whether they may be 

at risk. In our second segment, Cindy chats with Stacey Duran of the American Cancer Society about the 

upcoming Relay for Life in Penobscot County, which will raise money that stays with local cancer 

patients, providing rides and other services to help them in their fight. She explains what the event 

entails, how teams can get signed up, and the desire to have many cancer survivors for their special 

relay survivor’s lap. (9:01 Environment, Health, Community) 

5-20-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell chats with Kayla Kalel of Young People In Recovery about an 

upcoming day-long conference, that will focus on creating ‘Recovery Ready Communities.’ Kayla explains 

the mission of the nationwide organization that works to help remove the stigma of addiction, educated 

school children about avoiding becoming addicted, and help those in recovery to thrive. In our second 

segment, Cindy talks with Dr. Gillian Gordon Perue of Eastern Maine Medical Center about Stroke 

Awareness Month. Dr. Perue discusses causes and warning signs of stroke, as well as the importance of 

seeking care as soon as possible. (9:44 Community, Health, Education) 

5-27-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell chats with Paul Trommer, founder of the Barbara Sosman Cancer 

Center and Vicky Mead of the organization Women Empowering Women. Together, they’re planning a 

fundraiser for the center, which will give cancer patients a comfortable, homey place to go for support 

from other cancer patients, a place of respite, and a place to network about possible treatment options. 

In our second segment, Cindy talks with Stacey Duran of the American Cancer Society about the Relay 

for Life event in Hancock County and the Greater Bangor Bark for Life. Both events raise money for the 

Cancer society that helps patients in Maine. (9:38 Health, Community, Education) 



6-3-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Dr. Christopher Pezzullo about the dangers of carbon 

monoxide poisoning in the summer months. He chats about the signs and symptoms of poisoning as 

well as what to do in the event that you think you’ve been exposed, as well as talking about things like 

venting generators and checking for gas line leaks at camp and not swimming behind a boat. In our 

second segment, Cindy chats with Maine Bear Biologist Jen Vachon about how to avoid attracting 

hungry bears to your property. She discusses things like bringing in bird feeders and securing trash, as 

well as what to do in the event that you come face-to-face with a bear. (10:02 Health, Public Safety, 

Environment) 

6-10-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with Bob Potts of the Bangor Rotary about ‘Music Off 

Broadway,’ the organization’s biggest fundraiser. He chats about the good works done by Bangor Rotary 

Charities and how the money raised by the community event will be used. In our second segment, Cindy 

chats with Harvey Chesley of Camp Capella about its fundraising golf tournament. Chesley talks about 

the services provided by the camp, that works with children with disabilities and gives them a full camp 

experience, while also providing the necessary medical team and provisions to help a wide scope of 

challenges. (9:24 Community, Health) 

6-17-18 

In our first segment, Cindy Campbell talks with both Detective Dottie Small of the Ellsworth Police 

Department and Laura Schneider of the Maine Association of Nurse Anesthetists about Downeast 

Project Hope. Detective Small describes the program that works to find rehab beds for folks who are 

seeking recovery from drug addiction. She discusses the need for volunteers and the importance of 

finding hard-to-come-by rehab facilities for addicts in the moment that they need and want them. 

Schneider talks about a fundraising 5K and Golf Tournament that will help fund the transportation 

needed to get these folks to rehab facilities out of state, when none are available in Maine. In our 

second segment, Cindy chats with Deb Maxwell of Maine Adaptive about an upcoming adaptive cycling 

clinic. The organization works to make sports adaptive to people with physical disabilities, including 

wheelchair accessible bicycles. (9:58 Health, Community, Public Safety) 

6-24-18 

Today’s program focuses on Tick-borne illnesses. So, in our first segment, Cindy Campbell chats with Dr. 

Siiri Bennett of the Maine Center for Disease Control about Lyme disease. Dr. Bennett explains the 

symptoms, long-term effects, and the importance of being treated within the first few months in order 

to eliminate the disease. In our second segment, Cindy talks with Dr. Jonathan Busko, head of 

emergency services at St. Joseph’s Hospital about the Powassan Virus. He explains that it’s not as 

common as lyme, is usually flushed out of the system on its own, but can have long-term neurological 

effects. Dr. Busko also discusses the importance of not ignoring flu-like symptoms in the summer where 

ticks are present. (9:34 Health, Community ) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


