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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During October, November, and 

December, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour on PBS (Weeknights) 

American Masters 

American Experience 

BBC World News (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekly) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekly) 

SciTech Now (Weekly) 

To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbé (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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Top Categories 
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Issue               Page No. 
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War / Veterans / National Security………………………………………... 14 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

EDGAR ALLEN POE: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (90) minutes   

Aired Monday, October 30, 2017 at 9:30 pm 

Discover the real story of the notorious author, starring Denis O'Hare as Edgar Allan Poe. 

The program explores the misrepresentations of Poe and reveals how he tapped into what 

it means to be human in a modern and sometimes frightening world. 

 

 

 

THE VIETNAM WAR: THE VENEER OF CIVILIZATION (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, November 7, 2017 at 9:00 pm 

With the country at odds over the war, draft-age Americans face wrenching choices. 

After chaos roils the Democratic Convention, Nixon narrowly wins the presidency. In 

Vietnam, soldiers on all sides witness terrible savagery and unflinching courage. 

 

 

 

SECRETS OF SPANISH FLORIDA: A SECRETS OF THE DEAD SPECIAL (120) 

minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 26, 2017 at 9:00 pm 
Join a team of archaeologists, scientists and historians as they reveal the little-known 

history of America's Spanish colonists who settled in Florida in 1565, long before 

Jamestown or Plymouth. Actor Jimmy Smits narrates.  
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Arts 
 

 

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER: FALSETTOS (150) minutes  

Aired Friday, October 27, 2017 at 9:00 pm 

Nominated for five 2017 Tonys, this is a poignant and hilarious look at a modern family 

set amidst the emerging AIDS crisis. Christian Borle stars as Marvin, with Stephanie J. 

Block as his ex-wife, Trina, and Andrew Rannells as his lover, Whizzer. 

 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: INDECENT (120) minutes 

Aired Friday, November 17, 2017 at 9:30 pm 

See Paula Vogel's Tony Award winner inspired by the true story of the controversial 

1923 Broadway debut of Sholem Asch's God of Vengeance. The play with music looks at 

an explosive moment in theatrical history. 

 

 

 

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER: NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC NEW 

YEARS EVE CELEBRATION (90) minutes 

Aired Sunday, December 31, 2017 at 9:00 pm 

Ring in 2018 with a celebration of Leonard Bernstein's best-loved works for Broadway, 

including West Side Story, featuring the New York Philharmonic and special guests.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

FRONTLINE: WAR ON THE EPA (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 11, 2017 at 11:00 pm 

See how Scott Pruitt went from fighting the EPA to running the agency and rolling back 

years of policy. An investigation into the conservative political forces and causes, like 

climate change skepticism, that propelled Pruitt’s takeover of the EPA. 

 

 
 

INDEPENDENT LENS: SHADOW WORLD (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, November 20, 2017 at 10:00 pm 

Based on Andrew Feinstein's globally acclaimed book The Shadow World: Inside the 

Global Arms Trade, Shadow World reveals the shocking realities of the global arms trade 

- the only business that counts its profits in billions and its losses in human lives. 

 
 

 

RIC EDELMAN’S THE TRUTH ABOUT RETIREMENT (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at 8:00 pm 

In RIC EDELMAN'S THE TRUTH ABOUT RETIREMENT, financial advisor Ric 

Edelman-host of the syndicated personal finance talk radio show The Ric Edelman Show 

and the television series THE TRUTH ABOUT MONEY WITH RIC EDELMAN 

provides an action plan that people can use to ensure a fiscally secure retirement. With a 

focus on the new Social Security laws that took effect in the beginning of 2016, Ric 

conveys the important strategies that viewers of all ages need to plan their retirement. He 

also covers investment strategies and estate planning. The program is fast, entertaining 

and accessible, and filled with information individuals can use to make informed 

decisions about their financial futures.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (30) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, October 10, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

Allegations of sexual harassment and assault by movie mogul Harvey Weinstein continue 

to emerge as actors like Gwyneth Paltrow and Angelina Jolie have come forward to share 

their experiences, On Tuesday, The New Yorker reported new allegations of rape, which 

Weinstein has denied. Judy Woodruff talks to Ronan Farrow of The New Yorker to learn 

more about the revelations. 

 

 

 

POV: ALMOST SUNRISE (120) minutes 

Aired Monday, November 13, 2017 at 10:00 pm 

In an attempt to put haunting combat experiences behind them, two friends embark on a 

2,700-mile trek on foot across America. The film captures an unprecedented portrait of 

veterans-one of hope, potential and untold possibilities. 

 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, December 1, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

A jury found Jose Ines Garcia Zarate, an undocumented Mexican immigrant, not guilty 

on Thursday for murdering San Francisco resident Kate Steinle, a case that President 

Trump repeatedly invoked to rally support for an immigration crackdown. Hari 

Sreenivasan learns more about the case, the politics and the outcome from Vivian Ho of 

the San Francisco Chronicle. 

.  
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Economy 
 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, October 13, 2017 at 8:00 pm 

After failed attempts in Congress, President Trump made moves to dismantle Obamacare 

on his own. The panelists discussed what the new rules mean for Americans and the 

future of the law, along with the president’s recent comments on the Iran nuclear 

agreement. 

 

 

 

FRONLINE: POOR KIDS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 22, 2017 at 10:00 pm 

View an intimate portrait of the ongoing economic crisis told through kids growing up in 

the Midwest. The film revisits three families hit hard by the recession, exploring what 

poverty means to children and to the country. 

 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, December 18, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

Michael Bloomberg, former mayor of New York City and billionaire investor and 

business owner, wrote a column this week calling the tax bill a ìtrillion-dollar blunder.î 

He tells Judy Woodruff why he thinks Congress and President Donald Trump put politics 

ahead of true tax reform. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

NATURE: FOX TALES (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 11, 2017 at 9:00 pm 

Intelligent, resilient and bold, the red fox can change its behavior to thrive in new 

environments, from urban locales to the Arctic tundra. New scientific research offers a 

fascinating look into the secret life of these foxes. 

 

 

 

NOVA: KILLER FLOODS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 8, 2017 at 9:00 pm 

Uncover geologic fingerprints of colossal floods that violently reshaped the ancient 

world. Follow geologists around the globe as they reconstruct catastrophic Ice Age floods 

more powerful than all the world's top ten rivers combined. 

 

 

 

NOVA: BIRD BRAIN (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, December 20, 2017 at 9:00 pm 

Long mocked as empty-headed, birds hide surprisingly acute intelligence. But just how 

smart are they? As scientists test avian aptitude with brainteasers, discover how the 

genius of birds is leading us to rethink our basic notions of intelligence. 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, October 13, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

President Trump continued to chip away at the Affordable Care Act by ending subsidies 

to health insurance companies that help pay deductibles, co-payments and out-of-pocket 

charges for lower-income Americans. Judy Woodruff speaks with Julie Rovner of Kaiser 

Health News to make sense of the president’s move, which many experts say could 

destabilize the health care marketplace. 

 

 

 

MEMORY RESCUE W/DANIEL AMEN, MD (90) minutes 

Aired Friday, November 24, 2017 at 9:00 pm 

"One of the most exciting lessons I've learned from looking at all our scans is that your 

brain does not have to deteriorate. With the right plan, you can slow or even reverse the 

aging process." - Dr. Daniel Amen In this program, award-winning psychiatrist, 

neuroscientist and 10-time New York Times bestselling author Dr. Daniel Amen will 

show you how to supercharge your memory and remember what matters most to you. In 

Memory Rescue with Daniel Amen, MD, we're going to talk about how you can improve 

your memory and even rescue it if you think it's headed for trouble. This very simple idea 

to strengthen your memory is based on treating the 11 major risk factors that destroy your 

brain. Most of these risk factors are either preventable or treatable. Dr Amen has 

developed the mnemonic "BRIGHT MINDS" to help you remember the 11 major risk 

factors that steal your mind. Knowing your risk factors and how to overcome them is 

critical to rescuing your memory. Your brain's history is NOT your destiny. You can 

make your brain better with this powerful message from Dr. Daniel Amen. Dr. Daniel 

Amen has brought many great pledge programs to public television, like BrianFit: 50 

Ways to Grow Your Brain and Healing ADD with Dr. Daniel Amen, to name a few... 

Here is one more for your line-up! Airing this informative message for your viewers is 

like giving a wonderful gift of strength, indepence and healing. 

 

 

 

MEMORY RESCUE WITH DANIEL AMEN, MD (90) minutes 

Aired Friday, December 8, 2017 at 9:00 pm  

"One of the most exciting lessons I've learned from looking at all our scans is that your 

brain does not have to deteriorate. With the right plan, you can slow or even reverse the 

aging process." - Dr. Daniel Amen In this program, award-winning psychiatrist, 

neuroscientist and 10-time New York Times bestselling author Dr. Daniel Amen will 

show you how to supercharge your memory and remember what matters most to you. In 

Memory Rescue with Daniel Amen, MD, we are going to talk about how you can 

improve your memory and even rescue it if you think it's headed for trouble. This very 

simple idea to strengthen your memory is based on treating the 11 major risk factors that 

destroy your brain. Most of these risk factors are either preventable or treatable. Dr Amen 
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has developed the mnemonic "BRIGHT MINDS" to help you remember the 11 major 

risk factors that steal your mind. Knowing your risk factors and how to overcome them is 

critical to rescuing your memory. Your brain's history is NOT your destiny. You can 

make your brain better with this powerful message from Dr. Daniel Amen. Dr. Daniel 

Amen has brought many great pledge programs to public television, like BrainFit: 50 

Ways to Grow Your Brain and Healing ADD with Dr. Daniel Amen, to name a few... 

Here is one more for your line-up! Airing this informative message for your viewers is 

like giving a wonderful gift of strength, independence, and healing. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Friday October 13, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

Puerto Rico’s painfully slow recovery from Hurricane Maria has alarmed the island’s 

residents and become the subject of a political fight. President Trump tweeted federal aid 

in Puerto Rico cannot continue “forever,” drawing criticism from San Juan’s mayor. P.J. 

Tobia reports, and then Judy Woodruff speaks with Puerto Rico Gov. Ricardo Rosselló 

about the aid citizens on the island are receiving. 

 

 

 

FRONTLINE: BUSINESS OF DISASTER (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 4, 2017 at 11:30 pm 

Disasters are big business. Follow an investigation with NPR into who profits when 

disaster strikes. The film focuses on Superstorm Sandy: the thousands still not home, the 

agencies that were supposed to help and the companies that made millions. 

 

 

 

FRONLINE: PUTIN’S REVENGE, PT. 2 (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 19, 2017 at 10:00 pm 

How the U.S. struggled to confront Vladimir Putin over Russian involvement in the 2016 

election. The film investigates how revenge may have motivated Putin to target American 

democracy, and the U.S. responses under Presidents Obama and Trump.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: KILLER VOLCANOES (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 25, 2017 at 9:00 pm 

Join NOVA and a team of volcanologists looking for an elusive volcanic mega-eruption 

that plunged the medieval earth into a deep freeze. Investigate the geologic evidence from 

Greenland all the way to Antarctica to identify the 750-year-old culprit. 

 

 

 

BEYOND A YEAR IN SPACE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 15, 2017 at 9:00 pm 

Picking up where the first film left off Scott Kelly's last day in space and return to Earth-

the final installment also introduces viewers to the next generation of astronauts training 

to leave Earth's orbit and travel into deep space. 

 

 

 

NOVA: SECRET TUNNEL WARFARE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, December 13, 2017 at 9:00 pm 

During WWI, the Allies devised a devastating plan, planting 600 tons of explosives in 

secret tunnels driven under German trenches. Join NOVA to uncover traces of the 

operation and learn why it failed to break the lethal deadlock of trench warfare.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

 FRONTLINE: MOSUL (90) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 18, 2017 at 10:30 pm 

Inside the brutal battle to defeat ISIS in Mosul. With extraordinary combat footage, the 

film follows an Iraqi Special Forces unit that bore the brunt of the fight. Also this hour, a 

rare look at airstrikes on Yemen by a Saudi Arabia-led coalition. 

 

 

 

VA AND THE HUMAN COST OF WAR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, November 6, 2017 at 9:30 pm 

Explore the history of the Department of Veterans Affairs, from the troubled beginnings 

of the Veterans Bureau of 1920s to the modern VA system. Learn details of this vast, 

crucial American institution: its successes, failures and need for reforms. 

 

 

 

FRONTLINE: PUTIN’S REVENGE, PT. 1 (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 12, 2017 at 10:00 pm 
Amid claims he hacked the 2016 election, the inside story of Vladimir Putin's conflict 

with the U.S. An investigation of Putin's mounting grievances with the U.S. and his 

efforts to exact revenge leading up to the presidential election. 


