
KPFR – 89.5 FM – Pine Grove, Oregon 
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 “COMMUNITY BRIDGE”  

A 5-Minute Program Heard Saturdays  

at 6:25 AM, 4:00 PM, and 6:55 PM 

April – June, 2020 
DATE ISSUE GUEST AND DESCRIPTION 

 

April 4, 11, 

18, and 25, 

2020 

Air Transport for 

COVID-19 Patients 

in Pine Grove 

Host: Virginia Beehn 

Guest: Michael Weimer, Regional Vice President, Life Flight 

Network, Portland, OR, serving Pine Grove, OR. 

www.lifeflight.org  

Description: Life Flight airlifts patients to local hospitals and takes 

special precautions if they are suspected to have COVID-19. 

Insurance pays most of the cost of transport. Emergency 

responders refer patients to Life Flight, if needed. A new hanger 

was built recently in Dallesport to serve the area. Airplanes and 

helicopters can now be stored indoors. Trauma and critical care 

conferences are provided regularly for emergency personnel.  

May 2, 9, 

and 16, 

2020 

Awareness of 

COVID-19 Scams in 

Pine Grove 

Host: Charrie Slater  

Guest: Michael Witt, Division Administrator for Iowa Workforce 

Development, Des Moines, IA. www.careeronestop.org or 

www.usa.gov   

Description: Michael informed our listeners that there are COVID-

19 scams that we should all be aware of and then educated about 

them. Specifically, he told us about email scams and how we can 

determine whether a Coronavirus-related email is a scam or not.  

Michael gave us some advice on how we can avoid scams in the 

future and what to look for to make sure we are only responding to 

official government emails and browsing the correct websites 

regarding unemployment information. Michael also provided 

some websites for us to practice those skills and stay informed on 

all unemployment and COVID19-related information.  

May 23, and 

30, 2020 

A Godly Perspective 

on Managing 

Wealth 

Host: Daniel Ridings 

Guest:  Solomon Kafoure, Owner and Senior Advisor of Compass 

Advisory Groups in Franklin, TN www.mycompassadvisor.com 

Description: Solomon spoke about having a proper financial 

perspective – that God is in control in all situations. When it 

comes to money, we are stewards of the Lord’s blessings for the 

sake of His glory and our good. This perspective is important for 

Pine Grove residents, as well.  

http://www.lifeflight.org/
http://www.careeronestop.org/
http://www.usa.gov/
http://www.mycompassadvisor.com/
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June 6, 13, 

20, and 27, 

2020 

Locally Grown 

Produce Supports 

Gorge Area 

Commerce 

Host: Virginia Beehn 

Guest: Hannah Ladwig, Market Manager, Gorge Grown Food 

Network, Hood River, OR.  www.gorgegrown.com   

Description: While the focus is on food at this Saturday Farmers’ 

Market, local makers and crafter also showcase their handmade 

products. The Market sets up at Fifth and Columbia Streets from 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM and accepts WIC and Senior Farmers Market 

vouchers. Safety rules are in place. The vendor does not put the 

items into the person’s shopping bag, and shoppers are invited to 

wash and bring their own cloth produce bags. The market is open 

rain or shine and it supports local commerce in the Hood River 

Area.   
 

http://www.gorgegrown.com/
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April 4, 2020 Understanding 

Historical Easter 

Worship Traditions 

 

(25-minute program) 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Dr. Jennifer Woodruff Tait, Managing Editor, Christian 

History Institute (Worcester, PA).  

www.christianhistoryinstitute.org  

Description:  The Easter holiday has become commercialized, 

thus endangering the traditions Christians have treasured 

throughout the years.  Dr. Tait enlightened listeners as to how 

Easter started and how it was observed by the early church.  She 

spoke on how Christians were known for going out to care for 

the sick and the dying, how they would worship by praying, 

reading Scripture, and singing (starting at dark and continuing 

until dawn on Easter Sunday) - commemorating the Last Supper 

and the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus.  She spoke about 

Pascha, which is the earlier term used for what we call Easter or 

Resurrection Sunday.   

April 11, 2020 The Importance of the 

Resurrection to Easter 

 

(25-minute program) 

 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Dr. Michael Horton, Professor, Core Christianity 

(Escondido, CA).  www.corechristianity.com  

Description:  For the Christian believer, Easter Sunday is a 

celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the reason for 

our hope.  Unfortunately, for many people, Easter Sunday is all 

about colorful Easter eggs, bunnies, jelly beans and chocolates.  

Dr. Horton shared how listeners can use this Easter (during the 

Covid-19 crisis) to reflect on how much we have taken for 

granted (i.e. gathering together, breaking bread, worshipping 

together, etc.).  It is also a wonderful time to connect with 

unbelievers and talk boldly about the reality of death and what 

Christ offers.  He talked about how believers need to have an 

answer for those who ask us why we have the hope that we have 

and to make a case for the resurrection.  Additionally, he spoke 

about faith needing to be directed to a credible source and how 

Christianity makes true claims to historical facts.   

April 18, 2020 Effects of Social 

Distancing/Isolation 

 

(25-minute program) 

 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Dr. Bill Dyment, Christian Psychiatrist, Dyment & 

Associates (Huntington Beach, CA)  www.drbillspeaks.com  

Description:  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, health 

professionals recommended people conduct “social distancing” 

to reduce the spread of the disease.  Dr. Dyment explained the 

meaning of social distancing/social isolation, the risks and 

http://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/
http://www.corechristianity.com/
http://www.drbillspeaks.com/
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importance of flattening (or not flattening) the curve and how the 

average person needs 3-4 contacts per week with people with 

whom they can really be “real.”  He shared thoughts on how 

listeners can be emotionally, spiritually and physically healthy 

during this unique time, such as having a weekly personal 

business meeting for spiritual nourishment, reaching out, 

connecting with individuals not contacted in a while, and advised 

limiting how much time is spent watching news programs.  Dr. 

Dyment also talked about how 90% of the people who go 

through a traumatic season will see “post traumatic growth.”  

April 25, 2020 A Story of God’s 

Transforming Grace 

and Power in A Life 

 

(25-minute program) 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Dr. Ron Archer, Author, World-Renowned Inspirational 

Speaker, Places of Hope (Shaker Heights, OH) 

www.ron@theplacesofhope.com  

Description:  In today’s society, it seems as if people are 

constantly bombarded with unfortunate situations.  Every day we 

hear and see reports of shouting, shooting, and sirens.  When 

going to the store, we encounter people dealing with pain and 

suffering.  Mental illness, depression and other health ailments 

are on the rise, including divorces and strained relationships.  Dr. 

Ron Archer talked about how people are suffering in silence, not 

having the freedom, courage or compassion to share their story 

and how they are keeping everything bottled down inside.  He 

shared his transformational life story – from being the child of a 

prostitute living in the ghetto, and how he suffered as a severe 

stutterer with a string of health problems and learning difficulties 

until a thoughtful teacher showed him the love of Jesus.  Now he 

leads a life inspiring millions to trust God in all things, especially 

in the hard times.  He talked about going through storms in your 

life, learning to abide in Christ so you can bear much fruit, 

getting the strength to overcome difficulties through God.  

May 2, 2020 Better Stewardship of 

Wealth and Money 

 

(25-minute program) 

 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Jim Wise, Senior Partner and Director of Ministry 

Services, Ronald Blue Trust (Orlando, FL).  www.ronblue.com 

Description:   Recent statistics show that Christians in developed 

nations are most likely in the top 20% of the world’s income 

earners, if not the top 1%.  Even so, in today’s American society, 

there are people who live paycheck-to-paycheck, max out their 

credit cards and spend their hard-earned money on frivolous 

http://www.ron@theplacesofhope.com
http://www.ronblue.com/
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things, thus buying into the concept of the one with the most toys 

“wins.”   Jim Wise explained why having a love of money and 

unwise behavior ultimately sets a person up for disappointment 

and how the love of money/love of more is meaningless and only 

results in never being satisfied.  Mr. Wise explained six (6) 

biblical principles to use as a roadmap and how these can help 

God’s people to think about money and how to manage it in 

accordance with God’s Word.  He also shared how the more 

generous we are, the more God will enable and provide as to 

become more generous and impact more lives to glorify God.      

May 9, 2020 Encouragement for 

Parent during 

Pandemic 

Homeschooling 

 

(25-minute program) 

 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Sam Sorbo, American Actress, Author and Talk Radio 

Host, Texas Home School Coalition/Home Educator.com 

(Lubbock, TX)  www.coronavirushomeschooling.com    

Description:  Almost overnight, families across America were 

confronted with sudden changes to their daily routines.  Schools 

and businesses were suddenly closed.  Parents started working 

from home.  Trying to balance work and homeschool for their 

children became daily challenges.  Sam Sorbo talked about 

homeschooling being an opportunity for parents to come 

alongside their child and form a bond with him/her, helping them 

learn from curriculum rooted in biblical principles.   She shared 

how each child is unique and how homeschooling enables 

parents to focus on the unique qualities the child has and helps 

your child explore their innate curiosity.  She explained where 

parents can find free biblically based curriculum resources.   

May 16, 2020 Overcoming Fear, 

Loneliness, Anxiety, 

and Hurt 

 

(25-minute program) 

 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Samuel Rhodes, Author, Campus Minister at Reformed 

University Fellowship at the University of South Carolina and 

Writer for The Gospel Coalition; Desiring God (Columbia, SC).  

www.sammyrhodes.co  

Description:  Everyone at some point in their life will experience 

a moment of loneliness, become hurt by the actions of another, 

and have times of fear and anxiety.  Unfortunately for some, the 

fear, loneliness, anxiety and hurt take root and can hold one 

hostage, lasting for not only hours but days, months, and 

sometimes even years.  Sammy Rhodes, talked about how in 

society today, people are more anxious, depressed, and 

vulnerable than ever before, especially younger adults.  He 

http://www.coronavirushomeschooling.com/
http://www.sammyrhodes.co/
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talked about finding the silver lining amidst the pandemic, 

slowing down and being thankful during this time.  Sammy also 

shared his personal struggle, how God met him in his darkest 

moments and then communicated that there is hope through 

Jesus because He understands our pain.  Jesus knows exactly 

what a person is going through and He can gently restore a 

person, healing and making them whole again. 

May 23, 2020 Heart Disease and 

Affordable Medicine 

  

 

(25-minute program) 

 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Dr. Frederick J. White, General Cardiologist and 

Member of the Christian Medical & Dental Associations 

(Shreveport, LA).  www.cmda.org 

Description:  Dr. Frederick White explained a number of 

different types of heart conditions and the potential causes.  He 

shared that approximately 30 million people have a heart disease 

diagnosis and that in this country, one (1) person has a heart 

attack every 40 seconds.  Dr. White talked about the effects and 

common outcomes of having heart surgery.  He referenced Bible 

Scriptures relating to the heart and encouraged listeners to not 

despair, as the outlook has substantially improved over the last 

generation. 

May 30, 2020  Protecting Religious 

Liberties in the U.S. 

 

(25-minute program) 

 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Brad Dacus, President, Pacific Justice Institute 

(Sacramento, CA)  www.pacificjustice.org  

Description:  Brad Dacus informed listeners that our religious 

liberties are protected by the 1st Amendment of the Constitution 

and how at no time in the United States history has religious 

freedom ever undergone such persecution as it is today.  Several 

of our founding fathers were fans of religious liberty and knew a 

democratic republic cannot survive without religion.  Americans 

need to be a religious people with a conscience able to conduct 

themselves as a society where we are not only dependent upon 

the government making sure people do what is right, but there 

also needs to be an element of individual accountability so we 

can have the freedom of liberty. 

June 6, 2020 Spiritual Warfare 

Stemming from Social 

Injustice and Racism 

 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Jack Brewer, Founder and Executive Director, The Jack 

Brewer Foundation (Plantation, FL)  

www.thejackbrewerfoundation.com  

http://www.cmda.org/
http://www.pacificjustice.org/
http://www.thejackbrewerfoundation.com/
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(25-minute program) 

 

Description:  The tragic death of a black citizen who died 

senselessly at the hands of a white policeman sparked numerous 

riots and unrest throughout the United States.  Jack Brewer 

informed listeners that we are in a spiritual battle and these are 

unaddressed wounds from history igniting this violence.  He 

shared that as a nation we have not repented and humbled 

ourselves, seeking our Heavenly Father’s face.  Jack said it is 

difficult to fight racism, etc. when a lot of people think it is a 

physical war. In reality, it is a spiritual war.  He encouraged 

listeners to put on the full armor of God: the helmet of salvation, 

the breast plate of righteousness, the shield of faith, the waist belt 

of truth, and to rightly divide the truth, the Word of God.   

June 13, 2020 Bringing the Hope of 

the Gospel to Students 

in America 

 

(25-minute program) 

 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Jeff Eckart, Founder and Visionary, Claim Your Campus 

(CYC) Movement (Kentwood, MI).  

www.claimyourcampus.com  

Description:  Students are often filled with excitement as they 

prepare for their first day of school.  Sadly, for some there is 

only despair and hopelessness.  Jeff Eckart talked about this 

generation of students being the most depressed, anxious, lonely, 

and even suicidal generation.  He shared that he feels the root of 

the pain and brokenness is the breakdown of the family. 

Teenagers have no foundation to fall back – especially when 

there is bullying, racism, etc.  Jeff explained that as believers, 

our hope and vision needs to be higher.   He explained how 

schools are the center of where our society is formed and the 

future of our nation is resting in these hubs of our communities, 

so we need to pray for God to heal our nation.  He encouraged 

students, parents, and community members to join the 

nationwide CYC movement and take part in praying for healing 

for our nation and the hope of the Gospel to students and 

communities all across America by downloading an app that  

centers around praying for grace, peace, justice and mercy. 

 

June 20, 2020 Bridging the Gap to  

Bring Healing, Help 

and Racial 

Understanding 

 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Chris Holloman and Frank Byers, Two Dads with One 

Goal…Cycle Breaking (Nashville, TN).  

www.facebook.com/CycleBreaking 

http://www.claimyourcampus.com/
http://www.facebook.com/CycleBreaking
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(25-minute program) 

 

Description:  Chris Holloman and Frank Byers are Christian 

friends and two (2) dads of children of other races.  Their 

friendship flourished when they came together initially to ask 

each other for advice on how to fix their own son’s hair.  After 

the recent riots and protesting taking place throughout the 

country, questions and confusion enveloped their minds until 

they started asking each other for clarity. They soon developed a 

social media page, inviting others into their conversations – but 

conversations to understand, not to be heard and not to debate.  

Conversations about racism have been shied away from because 

no one wants to say the wrong thing, but nonjudgmental grace 

and truth are the most important things, just as Jesus would want 

us to do.  They spoke about the grace of God has shown us, even 

after we have messed up time and time again.  When offended or 

pointing a finger at someone else, one should step back and ask 

ourselves how many times God has been offended by our actions 

and shown us individually the same grace.  If we don’t show 

others the grace God has shown us, it would be foolish because 

of what we have experienced from God.   

June 27, 2020 Creating Emotional 

Safety for Children 

 

(25-minute program) 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Dr. Joshua Straub, Co-Founder & President, Famous at 

Home.  www.joshuastraub.com  

Description:  Bad news, tragedy, heartbreak – even the 

coronavirus pandemic taking place shows that we have to 

navigate our children through troubled waters.  This can be 

difficult for parents and grandparents who are trying to deal with 

situations, some of which need to be shared with kids.  Dr. 

Joshua Straub shared how most of us were living comfortably 

and felt in control.  Control, however, is an illusion; Jesus even 

spoke about having trouble in this world but to have heart 

because He has overcome the world.  Dr. Straub encouraged 

parents and grandparents to feed their faith more than feeding 

their fear by limiting how much news they watch, going to the 

Lord in prayer, and getting involved in your child’s life by 

spending at least 20 minutes of command-free time with your 

child.  By doing so, you will have a covenant relationship with 

your family and carry out God’s purpose.   

 

 

http://www.joshuastraub.com/
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April 1, 2020 Mortgage Evictions 

Suspend Due to 

COVID-19 

Description: The federal government has placed a moratorium on all 

evictions for mortgages funded through Fannie Mae and Freddie 

Mac… that covers about 40% of all homes and half of all apartment 

buildings in the country. 

April 3, 2020 Designing Face 

Masks for the Hard 

of Hearing 

 

Description: For those in the deaf and hard of hearing community, the 

use of face masks creates an emerging problem… they no longer can 

see people’s mouths for lip and speech reading. College senior Ashley 

Lawrence, who is majoring in deaf education, decided to address the 

problem and design face masks with transparent screens around the 

mouth. The screens allow those in the deaf community to read the lips 

of the person wearing the mask. The screen also ensures people are 

better able to see the facial expressions of the wearer, which is vital for 

those communicating in sign language. Thanks to Ashley, the masks 

are now in high demand. 

April 6, 2020 Serving Front Line 

Medical Workers 

Description: One Detroit man wanted to show his gratitude for the job 

medical workers are doing, so last week Allen Marshall went to a gas 

station near the Detroit Medical Center and started paying for nurses to 

fill their tanks. Marshall said he’d saved $900 with plans to spend it on 

something special for himself but felt this was a better use of the 

money. 

April 7, 2020 Developing PPE for 

Needy Hospitals 

Description: You’ve heard it said that necessity breeds creativity… that 

couldn’t be truer for one pizzeria in Chicago which is using its ovens to 

help out local healthcare worker. Aside from just making pizzas, the 

restaurant is using the oven to make much-needed face shields. The 

owners teamed up with a local metals producer to come up with a 

prototype for the shields… they hope to distribute the supplies to 

nearby hospitals soon. 

April 10, 2020 Recreating Easter 

Egg Hunts during a 

Pandemic 

Description: With many Easter egg hunts now cancelled because of 

coronavirus concerns, one New Jersey woman has found a way to bring 

joy to her town by organizing a town-wide rock hunt. Six-year-old 

“Nora,” an aspiring artist, plans to place over 500 painted rocks in 

every nook and cranny of her 1 square-mile town so that when people 

are doing their social distancing walks, they can look for Easter rocks. 

She’s even assembling “Do It Yourself” paint kits outside her home for 

neighbors to who’d like to participate.  One neighbor said “thank you” 

by gift wrapping rolls of toilet paper.  
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April 15, 2020 Delivering Toys to 

Needy Children 

Description: Toys for Tots has decided it can't wait until Christmas to 

deliver toys to needy children. With families under stay-at-home 

orders, the program run by the United States Marine Corps Reserve, 

said it will distribute two million items across the country. CEO Jim 

Laster says his program has seen a "dramatic rise" in demand for toys, 

games and books during the crisis, which he hopes will provide relief 

to families. 

April 17, 2020 Food Banks Deliver 

Essential Items 

Description: A San Antonio food bank is doing its part by giving away 

millions of pounds of food to Texas residents in need. More than 4,000 

cars are expected to wait for hours today to receive their free 120- 

pound packages of fresh fruits, vegetables, and other essential items. 

The items are expected to last a family of four for a full week…  

organizers say that each dollar donated equals 10 pounds of food or 

seven meals for one family. 

April 20, 2020 Stocking Free Milk 

Amid a Dairy 

Shortage 

Description: A Wisconsin creamery is providing free milk to 

community members struggling during the coronavirus pandemic by 

keeping a refrigerator outside of their store fully stocked with milk and 

other dairy products. The refrigerator, called the "Kindness Cooler," is 

there for anyone in need of milk and will be fully stocked until the end 

of the pandemic. So far, Sassy Cow Creamery has given away more 

than 400 gallons of milk a day. 

April 21, 2020 Taxi Service Creates 

New Food Delivery 

Program 

Description: Thousands of New York City cab drivers are trading hails 

for home calls for the city's families in need during the pandemic. The 

city's Taxi Commission launched the Driver Food Delivery program 

three weeks ago to hire anyone with a valid taxi license to deliver the 

free meals -- whether they drive a yellow cab or an Uber. So far, 

11,000 drivers have signed up and delivered 6 million meals through 

the city's emergency COVID-19 food distribution program… the meals 

go to the elderly, sick, and households who can't afford them. 

April 22, 2020 Free Homemade 

Face Masks 

Description: One Iowa woman has transformed a green spruce on her 

front yard into a ‘giving tree’ by placing homemade face masks on it 

for others to take. Deb Siggins began making the masks as a way to 

help out a local hospital during the pandemic. The masks are first 

come, first serve and the tree usually holds about 30 masks at a time. 

She pays out of her own pocket for all the materials and so far has 

made about 400 masks — 100 of which were for the hospital. Deb said 



KPFR – Pine Grove, OR   

Issues/Program List 

 “FAMILY NEWS TODAY”  

with Jason Frentsos 

A 2-Minute Program Heard Weekdays  

at 5:57 AM, 6:57 AM, 7:57 AM, & 8:57 AM 

  April – June, 2020 
 

DATE ISSUE DESCRIPTION 
 

 

“I just felt like my knitting is a gift that I could use towards other 

people …  it’s a gift that God has given me.” 

May 5, 2020 Financial Assistance 

for Front-Line 

Hospital Workers 

Description: Front lines workers at San Francisco Bay Area Hospital 

are getting a surprise bonus in their next paycheck, thanks to an 

anonymous donor.  The Dominican Hospital in Santa Cruz, CA, 

received a $1 million donation to be split amongst ALL the hospital 

staff – not just doctors and nurses – who’ve been working through the 

COVID-19 pandemic. That means cleaning staff, lab technicians, 

mailroom workers, and security guards will all take home an extra 

$800 dollars. 

May 6, 2020 National Day of 

Prayer 

Description: Organizers of the National Day of Prayer (NDP) say that 

today’s prayer event is needed now more than ever in the midst of the 

health crisis. Kathy Branzell with the NDP task force says the prayer 

observance this year will be virtual with just a few small groups 

gathering around the country. The broadcast will be held from 8-10PM 

Eastern on the NDP website. 

May 11, 2020 Mother’s Day 

Surprise 

Description: A New Jersey woman was finally able to meet her 

newborn baby girl after she successfully recovered from a battle with 

coronavirus, just in time for Mother's Day. After coming down with a 

103 degree fever in late March, Donna Molina was placed in a coma, 

just weeks before the baby’s arrival.  Her daughter was born on April 

2, 2020, but Donna was forced to isolated until she tested negative for 

the virus twice. Well, the moment she was waiting for finally came! 

Cradling her daughter in her arms, Donna simply said, “The best 

Mother’s Day ever!” 

May 12, 2020 Military Tribute to 

Front-Line Workers 

Description: As part of a tribute to front-line workers fighting the 

coronavirus, the U.S. Navy Blue Angels and the Air Force 

Thunderbirds will fly over five cities this week. The Blue Angels will 

visit the skies over Detroit, Chicago and Indianapolis on Tuesday, and 

the Thunderbirds will fly over Austin and San Antonio on Wednesday. 

May 13, 2020 Bagpipers Play 

“Amazing Grace” 

Amid COVID-19 

Description: Every evening, as the sun is setting over the Pacific Ocean 

in Santa Monica, CA, a bagpipe plays ring out across the beach to tune 

of “Amazing Grace.” Andrew McGregor, plays the classic hymn 

dressed in a kilt and tartan face mask … he says he wants to honor the 

victims of Covid19 with his rendition of the traditional hymn. As small 

crowds gather, they say it’s a blessing to hear live music again! 
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May 15, 2020 Keeping Families 

Connected during 

the Coronavirus 

Pandemic 

Description: Due to social distancing requirements, hospitals are 

restricting visitors, leading to the isolation of many patients. Well, one 

New Jersey man was inspired to help other elderly patients see their 

loved ones after learning some nurses use their personal cell phones to 

help connect their patients with family. Through what he calls 

"Operation Connection: The iPad Project," John Lynch collects 

donated iPads for health care facilities.  More than 60 iPads have been 

collected and distributed to hospitals and nursing homes across New 

Jersey.  

May 20, 2020 Ski Lift Graduation 

Ceremony 

Description: High school students who were looking forward to a 

traditional graduation ceremony have been left disappointed this year 

by the social distancing guidelines. With most schools holding their 

ceremonies online, one New Hampshire high school found a way to 

give their students a lift – literally! The principal at Kennett High 

School came up with idea to have a ski lift graduation – a fun, positive 

way for his students to receive their diplomas.   

May 26, 2020 Supporting Crippled 

Small Businesses 

Description: A group of churches in the Tennessee area have partnered 

together to help struggling small businesses survive amid the 

coronavirus. Congregations in Goodlettsville and Gallatin decided to 

up their giving, donating about a week’s worth of offering to support 

the unemployed at closed businesses. So far, collections have totaled 

more than $12,000, nearly half of which is helping a furniture store in 

the area. 

June 3, 2020 Employment 

Assistance for At-

Risk Women 

Description: An Oklahoma City clothing store that was set on fire 

during protests over the weekend is getting a fresh start thanks to the 

generosity of hundreds. Dress For Success is nonprofit that helps dress 

at-risk women for job interviews, and on Monday, Oklahomans have 

raised more than $40,000 towards the effort. 

June 10, 2020 Honoring Veterans Description: A Navy veteran from Maine who served during World 

War II and the Korean War was given long overdue service medals 

after overcoming the coronavirus and losing 38 pounds in the process. 

Don Staples Sr, 92-years-old, spent two months in isolation at a 

veteran’s nursing home after testing positive. To lift his spirits, his 

family arranged to have the medals presented to him on his return. 

June 18, 2020 Financial Relief for 

Small Businesses 

Description: As a way of helping New Jersey small businesses get back 

“on their feet” again following the COVID19 crisis, Former Gov. Chris 

Christie and his wife, Mary Pat, have launched the New Jersey 30 day 
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fund, which will forgive loans and offer financial relief in as little as 3 

days. The Christies’ personally contributed $100,000 to the non-profit, 

which as of this week has helped 250 business with forgivable loans. 

June 19, 2020 New York’s Time-

Honored Tradition 

Description: Now there’s nothing that says New York like an old-

fashioned Coney Island Hot Dog – and not even the coronavirus can 

keep hot dog lovers from their favorite annual event: the Nathan's 

famous 4th of July hot dog eating contest. The record to beat is 73 

franks consumed in under 10 minutes. Last year, Joey Chestnut came 

close, downing 71 dogs – he’s been the reigning champ a total of nine 

times. 

June 22, 2020 Renewed Hope for 

the Elderly 

Description: A Chicago-based singer, whose made it her years’ long 

mission to visit senior centers and perform for the residents, has found 

a creative way to fulfill her passion even with all the social distancing 

restrictions.  Colette Hawley rented a 30-foot cherry picker bucket 

truck to lift her outside the third and fourth floor windows of Chicago 

Methodist Senior Services where she could serenade the residents. For 

the Alzheimer’s patients singing and clapping along, they say Colette’s 

singing has helped awaken their memories and light up their days. 

June 25, 2020 Feeding Front-line 

Medical Workers & 

Unemployed Single 

Parents 

Description: One caring cook in Washington State is using her $1,200 

stimulus check to make 1,200 pans of homemade lasagna to lifts the 

spirits of her community. After being furloughed from her job, 

Michelle Brenner spends 8 hours a day helping feed her neighbors, 

health care workers, and single parents without paychecks. 

June 26, 2020 Assisting Low-

Income Graduates 

Description: Two local nonprofits together provided nearly 8,800 free 

laptops to North Carolina high school graduates amid the coronavirus 

pandemic. After the Guilford Education Alliance raised nearly 

$600,000, they handed several hundred of the laptops to low income 

students at their drive-through graduation ceremony. 

June 30, 2020 Distributing Face 

Masks to 

Communities in Need 

Description: A former actress has developed a massive sewing squad 

consisting of 800 volunteers from across the country, supplying free 

masks for the immunocompromised. Kristina Wong’s group has 

distributed more than 55,000 masks to communities in need. 

 


