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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CHICAGO
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE

FIRST QUARTER 2016

1. School Reform and Education: Efforts to improve student performance and 
achievement, making sure teachers are performing well in the classroom and 
general educational issues in Chicago and suburbs.

2. Business and Job Development: Creating an economic climate that supports 
small business and entrepreneurs.  Provide assistance to develop new businesses 
and jobs in distressed economic areas.  

3. Crime and Violence: Support of community policing efforts in Chicago, efforts to 
reduce gang activity and the spread of gangs into the suburbs, ensuring that the 
police department operates legally and with respect the communities it serves.

4. Transportation: Maintenance, improvement and safety of Chicago’s 
transportation system, including the airports, commuter rail service, and highway 
development.

5. Neighborhood and Suburban Development: Efforts within the City of 
Chicago to promote neighborhood cohesion, economic opportunities and housing.
Infrastructure concerns.

6. Civil Rights: Enforcing legal rights and developing respect for different races and 
ethnic groups as well as religious differences; gay and lesbian issues; immigration 
issues.

 
7. Health Care: Providing adequate facilities for health care, particularly indigent 

care; providing affordable health care and access to services.

8. Voter Information: Helping voters make personal election decisions by giving 
insights into those that are running for offices in upcoming elections.
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WXRT-FM
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

1. At Issue: (Saturdays from 6a-6:30a, except for March 19, and Sundays from 7a-
7:30a. Duration: 30:00)
Locally produced interview show featuring top newsmakers discussing state and
community issues.

2. WXRT Public Affairs Show: (Saturday from 6a-6:30a on March 19. Duration: 
30:00)
Locally produced interview show featuring newsmakers and local charitable 
events in the Chicagoland area. 
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I. SCHOOL REFORM AND EDUCATION
 

At Issue
January 16 and 17, 2016
Guests: Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner

 Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
   Kim Foxx, candidate for Cook County State’s Attorney 

 Donna More, candidate for Cook County State’s attorney 
Anita Alvarez, Cook County State’s Attorney

5 minutes out of 30 minute program

This program featured a compilation of multiple figures through interviews, 
events and press conferences.  Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel took a number of 
questions including one about the criticism of his job performance by Illinois Governor 
Bruce Rauner.  Emanuel pointed out that the Governor was quick to blame everyone but 
himself for the state’s financial woes.  He criticized the Governor for holding Chicago 
Public Schools kids hostage by not funding education.  During a Martin Luther King Jr. 
event, the Mayor did not directly address the release of another video of Chicago police 
shooting and killing a black teenager.  Instead he focused on the legacy of MLK.  
However Pastor Tavis Grant and others marched on City Hall to try to get more people to 
boycott the event at which the Mayor spoke.  

At Issue
February 13 and 14, 2016
Guests: Barack Obama, President of the United States (recorded audio)                                                                                                                                                                                 
             Christine Radogno, IL Republican Senate leader 

 Kwame Raoul, IL State Senator  
 Jim Durkin, IL House Minority leader  

             Pat Quinn, Former Illinois Governor
30 minutes out of 30 minute program 

President Obama returned to Springfield to deliver a speech under the Illinois 
Capitol dome where he once served as a state senator.  The date of his speech, February 
10, marked nine years since he announced his intentions to become a candidate for 
President.  His speech highlighted the home state political struggles which have produced 
a historic budget stalemate.  He called the issues more complicated than rehearsed sound 
bites.  He said there’s a lot of work to be done to make sure the system works for 
ordinary people.  The President went on to say debates, including in Washington but 
increasingly in state legislatures, become abstractions as if there are no people involved.   
He said there are many Republicans who share many of the same values as their 
counterparts across the aisle.  He said those who compromise aren’t sell-outs to their own 
party.  He said when he hears people boast of their refusal to compromise as an 
accomplishment, he isn’t impressed because it prevents what most Americans would 
consider actual accomplishments, like fixing roads, educating kids or passing a budget. 
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Illinois Republican Senate leader Christine Radogno said she was impressed by the 
President’s appearance before the General Assembly and she agreed that polarization is 
causing problems on both the state and federal levels.  She also highlighted his comments 
on collective bargaining and redistricting.  Democratic Chicago Senator Kwame Raoul 
said he too was glad to see the President and remembers being advised personally by the 
President when he left the State Senate to be a lawmaker who compromises.  Illinois 
House Minority Leader Jim Durkin said he was hopeful compromise will be found, 
especially when it comes to the issue of collective bargaining.  Former Democratic 
Illinois Governor Pat Quinn said the President is committed to the office of “citizen.”  He 
said that’s what democracy is all about.  Ultimately the President’s speech and reaction 
was about funding of various programs including schools, which have suffered during the 
budget stalemate.

WXRT Public Affairs Show
March 19, 2016
Guest: Steve Hartley, Executive Director of Foundations of Music
30 minutes of 30 minute program

The March 19th Public Affairs Program featured an interview with Steve Hartley, the 
Executive Director of Foundations of Music.  This organization began as Christmas is 
For Kids, then changed to Rock for Kids, and is now Foundations of Music.  They 
originally raised money to buy Christmas presents for homeless children and essentials 
like kitchen appliances for homeless shelters.  It has now evolved to an organization that 
works in the public schools system in Chicago and provides a variety of music programs 
for students, especially those in high poverty areas.  We discussed what they provide the 
students, and how essential it is that students are exposed to the arts and have 
opportunities to grow with these experiences.  

II. BUSINESS AND JOB DEVELOPMENT 

At Issue
January 16 and 17, 2016
Guests: Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner

 Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
   Kim Foxx, candidate for Cook County State’s Attorney 

 Donna More, candidate for Cook County State’s attorney 
Anita Alvarez, Cook County State’s Attorney

15 minutes out of 30 minute program

This program featured a compilation of multiple figures through interviews, 
events and press conferences.  Governor Bruce Rauner marked the first anniversary of his 
inauguration.  He took office to shake up Springfield, but it appears thus far he has been 
unable to tame it.  He was asked if the inability to get a budget agreement is a failure.  
Rauner called it a failure of the General Assembly and its leadership. He said the leaders 
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in the House and Senate refuse to approve his reforms and that, he said, has limited 
growth to the state’s economy.  He said growth is the key to pulling the state out of its 
financial hole and he is not going to call a special session to deal with the budget impasse 
until the Speaker of the Illinois House makes an effort to find solutions.  He also called 
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel a failure for what the Governor said is a lack of 
leadership when it comes to finding a solution to the funding crisis hitting the Chicago 
Public School system.  As for his first term in office, Rauner said he is most proud of 
assembling and appointing professionals to run state agencies, increasing state support for 
schools, cutting $700-million in unnecessary spending and reaching contract agreements 
with several state employee unions. 

III. CRIME AND VIOLENCE

At Issue
January 2 and 3, 2016
Guests: Cook County Judge Jackie Marie Portman

 David Olsen, Professor at Loyola University.   
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

WBBM’s Steve Miller hosted this week’s program, featuring Cook County Judge 
Jackie Marie Portman, who is anything but a typical judge.  She makes it clear to the 
people who come before her in court; she will lock you up if you violate your probation.  
She calls it “the speech” and she gives it during the course of her court call to parole 
violators who are considered at medium or high risk of violating probation again.   Judge 
Portman refers to them as her “clients” and gives her theatrical speech as a way to ensure 
the people in her courtroom know she is serious about sending them to jail if they fail, 
even jingling keys as she tells them she has the keys to their freedom.  It’s part of a 
program called “Adult Redeploy Illinois”.  The program provides financial incentives to 
local jurisdictions for program that allow the diversion of non-violent offenders from 
state prisons to community based services.  Judge Portman said she has had more 
successes than failures.  She said the successes are the result of knowing exactly what is 
expected of them.  She said she has kept more than 25 percent of violators out of the 
Department of Corrections.  The Chicago native said society parishes when issues aren’t 
clearly explained.  Professor David Olson is a criminal justice expert from Loyola 
University. He has watched Judge Portman in action.  He said people are avoiding prison 
because of her courtroom approach with those who have violated their probation or 
parole. 
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At Issue
January 9 and 10, 2016
Guest: Andy Shaw, President and CEO of the Better Government Association 
5 minutes out of 30 minute program

Shaw talked about a battle brewing over the powers of the next City of Chicago 
Inspector General.  Shaw said at issue is whether there should be a single IG or if the 
Illinois State IG should start monitoring the Chicago City Council.  He said a city IG 
would be more efficient and effective.

At Issue
January 16 and 17, 2016
Guests: Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner

 Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
   Kim Foxx, candidate for Cook County State’s Attorney 

 Donna More, candidate for Cook County State’s attorney 
Anita Alvarez, Cook County State’s Attorney

5 minutes out of 30 minute program

This program featured a compilation of multiple figures through interviews, 
events and press conferences.  Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel took a number of 
questions including one about the criticism of his job performance by Illinois Governor 
Bruce Rauner.  Emanuel pointed out that the Governor was quick to blame everyone but 
himself for the state’s financial woes.  He criticized the Governor for holding Chicago 
Public Schools kids hostage by not funding education.  During a Martin Luther King Jr. 
event, the Mayor did not directly address the release of another video of Chicago police 
shooting and killing a black teenager.  Instead he focused on the legacy of MLK.  
However Pastor Tavis Grant and others marched on City Hall to try to get more people to 
boycott the event at which the Mayor spoke.  

At Issue
February 20 and 21, 2016
Guest: Jennifer Vollen-Katz, Executive Director of the John Howard Association. 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Is the criminal justice system broken?  Jennifer Vollen-Katz, the Executive 
Director of the John Howard Association says yes.  The John Howard Association is an 
independent organization that monitors adult and juvenile correctional facilities in 
Illinois.  Vollen-Katz is an attorney with a master’s degree in criminal justice policy and 
was a public defender in federal court.  There is an ACLU study showing 75 percent 
surveyed feel the criminal justice system in the state is broken.  60 percent say the 
problems are serious and need to be addressed right away.  Vollen-Katz said the last 
couple of years we have been feeling the financial costs of mass incarceration.  She said 
statistics show the United States has less than five percent of the world population yet 25 
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percent of the incarcerated population.  And what is happening to them while they are in 
prison?  She mentioned a recent report about an alarming number of sexual assaults in 
youth detention centers.  She said people are focused on the front end of the issue and are 
attempting to keep people out of prison or trying to help them from going back to prison.  
But she said there is not enough of a focus on the middle where the state can seize an 
opportunity to make prisoners more productive.  That way, she said, they would be better 
equipped to survive on the outside.  And she said while there are improvements, there is a 
lack of resources and the prisons are overcrowded.  She also talked about mandatory 
minimum sentences, calling them bad policy and says they are a partial reason for 
overcrowding.  She said a state commission is looking at ways to reform sentencing in 
Illinois.  The Governor’s office suggests the prison population has multiplied seven times 
over the last four decades yet crime rates have fallen over the same period of time.  She 
said reforms are hard to move through the General Assembly because lawmakers are 
afraid of passing legislation that lets someone out of prison only to commit more crimes.  
But Vollen-Katz said there is no need for low level drug offenders to be in prison.  Drugs 
are still a problem, she said, but the focus needs to be on treatment not incarceration.  
Vollen-Katz said reform needs to start with law enforcement and its relationship with 
communities that are impoverished.  She said when a person is arrested he or she needs to 
be carefully evaluated so the appropriate services are extended.  She also said reforms 
need to focus on racism.  She says there is over representation of black and brown people 
in prisons.  She called that troubling and shows there is a systemic problem. 

At Issue
March 26 and 27th, 2016
Guest: Sharon Fairley, Chief Admin. of the Independent Police Review Authority              
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel put new management in place for the agency that 
oversees investigations involving complaints against Chicago Police officers.  He made 
the move after a loss of public confidence following some high profile cases that 
involved lengthy investigations.  This show came 100 days after Sharon Fairley was 
installed as the new Chief Administrator of the Independent Police Review Authority.   
She said she has made strides in moving the agency forward.  She said she has quickened 
the pace of investigations involving alleged police misconduct, and lifted the veil of 
transparency with a pledge to release pertinent videos within 60 days.  She said that may 
come with a 30 day extension if necessary to protect the case.  She said most people 
understand there needs to be a time period before information is released and would 
rather wait for that information than jeopardize an inquiry involving a police officer.   
Fairley said she has called for an outside audit of IPRA’s policies and procedures with 
the hope there will be recommendations to help IPRA and the Chicago Police 
Department with reforms.  That includes how police misconduct is reviewed and how the 
policy on use of force is written and viewed by police.  Fairley said in the case of   
recommendations for disciplining an officer, a member of her administration and a legal 
representative will be involved in reviewing the case.  Ultimately, she has the final say on 
whether or not discipline will be recommended.  She will also encourage anyone who 



Issues and Programs Report First Quarter, 2016

Page 9

isn’t satisfied with the way the system is working, to go to the Inspector General to 
complain.  She also said they are creating a community counsel to bring ideas and advice 
to the agency, plus a youth outreach program to get younger people involved in the 
process.   She said a strong and independent IPRA is in the best interests of police and the 
public.  

IV.   TRANSPORATION

At Issue
February 27 and 28, 2016
Guest: Dorval Carter, Jr., President of the Chicago Transit Authority 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Dorval Carter Jr. has led the CTA since his appointment by Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel in May of 2015.  Asked about CTA funding in the midst of an ongoing state 
budget impasse, Carter said their primary funding from the state comes from sales tax.  
He said on the operational side, they haven’t been hit.  But on the capital side, the CTA is 
awaiting state money for new construction projects.  He said the longer the delays for 
those projects the more it will cost the agency.  He did say money is coming in from the 
federal government for modernization of the Red and Purple lines.  Those improvements 
include increasing capacity along with upgrades to the Belmont bypass, allowing the 
Brown line to use Red and Purple line tracks, eliminating the chokehold that currently 
exists.  Carter outlined some of the other ongoing projects for the CTA.  He mentioned 
the renovation of the 95th Street station on the Red line, the $200 million upgrade to the 
Wilson Street station and rehabbing the stations along the Blue line out to O’Hare 
Airport.  Carter said there has been a reawaking of a plan to put in an express line to 
O’Hare.  What is the CTA doing about it?  Carter said nothing.  It’s not a CTA project 
but rather a Department of Aviation project.  He also said there is also a plan to extend 
the Red line past the 95th Street station.  He says that’s in the study phase at the moment. 
But he added that he is not awaiting renovations on the Red line to improve service on 
the south side.  He said he is looking at bus service and ways to improve it.  He said 53 
percent of CTA customers use buses, but that trend is on the decline.  He said he is 
committed to improving bus service.  Carter also said ridership overall is up.   He said 
they have made an historic investment in their service and equipment and he said younger 
people are choosing not to own a car.  He said that is contributing to the higher numbers.  
Carter also said the CTA is about to select a contractor for a $2 billion investment in 800 
new railcars.  He said that recommendation could be coming soon.  Those new railcars, 
he said, should be ready to go in 2019 and will have many features sought by riders.  
Carter also discussed a study that found the CTA spent $97 million on a pension program 
for executives and board members, along with legal fees.  He said they are awaiting a 
conversation with the Regional Transportation Agency on what more it needs to review 
about the program.  He pointed out that the program dates back to the 1940’s, but that no 
new employees are getting pensions under the program.  Carter himself said he is no 
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longer receiving a pension from the CTA while he is President.  He also said the 
voluntary termination program is not a new cost savings program and is meant to 
encourage employees to retire. 

V.       NEIGHBORHOOD AND SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT

At Issue
January 30 and 31, 2016
Guest: Chicago City Treasurer Kurt Summers 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Kurt Summers was appointed by the Mayor to the office of City Treasurer in 2014 
and is now in charge of the city’s $7 billion investment portfolio.  Summers was asked to 
comment on the Governor’s recent state of the state address.  He said he didn’t hear much 
that he considered hopeful and took the Governor’s leadership skills to task calling it a 
void in Springfield.  He said the inaction among the state’s leaders is having a trickle 
down affect, with as much as $8 million in unpaid bills for Chicago.  Summers said that 
is impacting social service agencies which in turn affect city services.  He said there is no 
way to pass a balanced budget without additional revenue and pointed to sensible pension 
reform as one way to do that.  Summers projects pension reform could save the state $1 
billion.  And he said while other municipalities would struggle with pension payments 
because of the state’s financial woes, Chicago would not.  He said that’s because the 
Mayor addressed the police and fire pensions last year.  Summers also said he is going 
into Chicago’s neighborhoods to interact and share ideas with community leaders about 
the city’s financial issues.  His most recent meeting produced feedback and support on 
how the city is holding banks accountable for taxpayer dollars invested with their 
institutions.  The goal is to better drive community investments.  He also said the city is 
using its power to generate jobs and spur investments in low income neighborhoods.  He 
said acting as a corporation, with a $10 billion portfolio, the city can leverage its money 
to guarantee the best return on its investments.  He cited   the Home Buyer Assistance 
program as an example.  In this program, qualified buyers can receive a grant of up to 
five-percent of the total loan amount, based on their income.  Summers also addressed the 
issue of minority youth and violence plaguing the city.  He called it a symptom linked to 
an economic problem.  He said we need not just a criminal justice system but an 
economic justice system in place as well.  

VI.     CIVIL RIGHTS

At Issue
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January 9 and 10, 2016
Guest: Andy Shaw, President and CEO of the Better Government Association 
20 minutes out of 30 minute program

In the wake of the Laquan McDonald video where police officers can be seen 
shooting a teenager multiple times, there are also dual federal investigations of the 
Chicago Police Department along with calls for Mayor Rahm Emanuel to resign. Andy 
Shaw, President and CEO of the Better Government Association said the Mayor has 
attempted to get ahead of these issues and in some cases spin them into the best light.  He 
said that’s a hard practice to follow in the case of Laquan McDonald.  He said the video 
of the shooting has raised questions and the perception of a cover up.  Shaw said there is 
an obvious disconnect between what the video shows and what police have said about the 
incident.  And he said there are still more questions about the Chicago City Law 
Department’s financial agreement with the McDonald family that kept the video of the 
shooting away from the public.  He said the BGA found that over the past five years, 
police have shot and killed 70 people and racked up many claims of excess force, costing 
the taxpayers 500-million dollars.  He said Chicago only disciplines four percent of 
police officers accused of deadly or excess force.  He called that the lowest rate in the 
country.  Shaw suggested there needs to be a program in place that can single out rogue 
police officers and either retrain them or get them off the force.  He said that’s part of 
what the Department of Justice is doing.  He also said union protections that shelter bad 
officers need to be jettisoned.  Shaw said there is a Congressman from Tennessee who 
has proposed a measure requiring an independent prosecutor be brought in to review or 
prosecute cases of misconduct by police. He said that makes sense.

At Issue
January 23 and 24, 2016
Guest: Equality Illinois CEO Bernard Cherkasov 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Equality Illinois CEO Bernard Cherkasov announced this week he is stepping 
down from his post later in the year.  He has been at the forefront for campaigns that won 
passage of civil unions and marriage in Illinois along with legislation to enhance hate 
crime protections for LGBT youth and a ban on conversion therapy.  He said he became 
an advocate to give a voice to people who can’t fight for themselves. Cherkasov said the 
1980’s were hard for the LGBT community because of the aids crisis, resulting in the loss 
of lives.  He said Equality Illinois was formed after there was a clear need to advocate for 
people in the LGBT community.  He said strives have been made because so many 
people realized they know someone in their own lives who is a lesbian, gay, bi-sexual or 
transgender.  He said once people realized that, they became more understanding of their 
plight and their need for respect and dignity.  He said there is still a ways to go.  He said 
there have been more than a hundred attempts to roll back opportunities for LGBT with 
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housing and employment.  He would like to see federal laws protecting the LGBT 
community, expanding protections for which they’ve fought to every state.

At Issue
February 6 and 7, 2016
Guest: Rami Nashashibi, Director of the Inner-City Muslim Action Network 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

President Obama recently made his first visit to an American mosque during his 
time in office where he held a roundtable discussion and gave a detailed speech to the 
Islamic Society of Baltimore.  Rami Nashashibi, Director of the Inner-City Muslim 
Action Network in Chicago was one of the guests at the event and was singled out as a 
“Champion of Change” in 2011 by the White House.  He said Muslims have been a part 
of America going back to colonial times, noting the oldest surviving mosque in the U-S is 
in Iowa.  He said the President understood that the hostility against Muslims has had fatal 
consequences.  He said the same threat has forced him to have conversations with his 
children about uncomfortable encounters with people who are anti-Muslim.  He said they 
have worked diligently in their own community to promote peace including proposing the 
first memorial to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  He said a vast majority of Americans still 
associate Muslims and Islam with terrorism but have never taken the time to sit down 
with a Muslim to converse or educate themselves.  He said they have a deep stake in the 
quality of life in their communities and are working hard to lift voices of high profile 
Muslims who can show the everyday faces of Islam.  Nashashibi said faith is about 
religious courage and he thinks the President attempted to express that during his 
appearance at a mosque in Baltimore. 

 
VII.     HEALTH CARE 

At Issue
March 5 and 6, 2016
Guests: Michael Hawthorne, Chicago Tribune Investigative Reporter  
             Dr. Kimberly Gray, Prof. of Environmental Engineering at Northwestern  

             30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Is tap water in Chicago safe?  Tap water across the United States is under 
renewed scrutiny after tainted water was found in Flint, Michigan.  Chicago’s water is 
now raising questions because of lead pipes the city installed years ago.  City officials say 
the water is safe.  Dr. Kimberly Gray is a Professor of Environmental Engineering at 
Northwestern University.  She said water safety is not a new issue in Chicago because the 
lead pipes in the city have been in place for a long time.  She said if the lead pipes have a 
coating or scale protecting from lead exposure, it’s not a safety issue.  But as long as 
there are lead pipes, she said there will be questions about water safety.  Michael 
Hawthorne is an investigative reporter who focuses on environment and public health 
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issues for the Chicago Tribune.  Hawthorne said lead pipes and its impact on the water 
supply is not a new topic.  He said the city continued to use lead pipes even after a study 
back in the 1950’s questioned why they were using them.  He said such pipes finally 
were banned in the 1980’s.  He said his news stories have focused on the potential 
dangers to tap water lead pipes could pose should the seal around them be compromised. 
The Chicago Department of Water did not want to appear on the show, but did send a 
statement saying in part, that they follow testing regulations.  Hawthorne said the bigger 
question is when Chicago can get rid of the lead pipes.  Hawthorne said the city increased 
water rates in order to get rid of old iron water mains.  He said there are also many costly 
water leaks that need attention.  Dr. Gray said what is surprising it that society had the 
information about the dangers of lead but continued to use it because it was cheap.  What 
the contamination in Flint, Michigan has shown, according to Dr. Gray, is humans make 
mistakes and those mistakes can have irreversible consequences.  She said there is no 
safe level of lead.  Hawthorne said when the health department goes out and finds 
children with high levels of lead; they check their house for lead paint but not the water.   
He said under the current federal regulations the city is only required to test 50 homes 
every three years for lead, yet the city has more lead service lines than any other city in 
the U.S.  He said homes that are at high risk for lead commination are not the homes that 
are being tested.  Dr. Gray added if you look at other avenues for lead poisoning 
including paint, soil and food on top of the potential for lead in tap water, the risk is 
compounded.  Hawthorne said he was at a community meeting in Hyde Park recently and 
learned that water that just sits in lead pipes can become contaminated.  It is 
recommended to flush a water line for three to five minutes if water hasn’t been used for 
six hours or more.  He also said it is recommended that if you are concerned about lead in 
your water, purchase a water filter and/or bottled water.   

VIII.   VOTER INFORMATION

At Issue
January 9 and 10, 2016
Guest: Andy Shaw, President and CEO of the Better Government Association 
5 minutes out of 30 minute program

Shaw talked about the State of Illinois’ continued financial woes.  He said he 
supports Governor Bruce Rauner’s plan to consolidate local units of government.  He 
said Illinois has an unsustainable amount of government and the voters should have the 
final say which government bodies stay, go or are consolidated.  

At Issue
January 16 and 17, 2016
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Guests: Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner
 Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel 

   Kim Foxx, candidate for Cook County State’s Attorney 
 Donna More, candidate for Cook County State’s attorney 
 Anita Alvarez, Cook County State’s Attorney

5 minutes out of 30 minute program

This program featured a compilation of multiple figures through interviews, 
events and press conferences.  The Chicago Democratic Committee initially decided 
against making a recommendation in the race for Cook County State’s Attorney but 
revisited that idea again this week and endorsed Kim Foxx.  Foxx, challenger Donna 
More and current Cook County State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez all spoke during the 
endorsement session.  More urged the group not to make an endorsement, Foxx called the 
criminal justice system broken and Alvarez said she is running again to protect the 
victims of crime. 

 

  
At Issue
March 12 and 13, 2016
Guests: Ken Dunkin, incumbent 5th District IL State Representative  
             Juliana Stratton, candidate for 5th District IL State Representative.   
             Theresa Mah, candidate 2nd District IL State Representative  

             30 minutes out of 30 minute program

             There is a heated campaign in the 5th Legislative district that put House Speaker 
Mike Madigan against Governor Bruce Rauner.  Even President Obama got involved 
endorsing the challenger in the race.  Juliana Stratton is a political newcomer who said 
she threw her hat into the ring   because she believes the current Representative isn’t 
taking part in the process or paying attention to his constituents’ needs.  Stratton said 
incumbent Ken Dunkin has not been the collaborator he has portrayed himself as.  She 
said she has been talking to voters and her focus will be on the voters.  She said Dunkin, 
a Democrat, has received thousands of campaign dollars from the Republican Governor.  
She said when there was a key vote that the Governor wanted against Democrats; Dunkin 
made sure he was in New York and not in Springfield.  Stratton said Dunkin used to be a 
Democrat but now she is the Democratic candidate for State Representative.  Ken Dunkin 
said he puts people over politics and rejects any comments that he is in the Governor’s 
hip pocket.  The current State Representative of the 5th district says he knows what voters 
want and that’s all he is interested in.  He said the budget stalemate isn’t helping and that 
he is urging lawmakers to compromise and find a solution.  He said his opponent is 
wrong to say he has put politics over people and that he hasn’t been getting the work of 
the voters done.  He called himself an independent Democrat who has secured money for 
the disabled, fought for equal pay for women and worked toward the abolition of red light 
cameras.  He called his opponent unknown and untested.  Dunkin added that he needs to 
keep communicating to the people of his district that he is working to move the state 
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forward, and he criticized legislative leader Mike Madigan for failing to do his job.  He 
said the solution is in communication and Madigan is not talking.  He also said 
allegations of vote buying are unfortunate.  He said people are doing campaign work and 
are paid for that and there is nothing that is illegal about his campaign.  Democratic 
candidate for House District 2, Theresa Mah said if she wins she will be the first Asian 
American to hold this seat.  She said her focus is on education because she is a former 
educator and believes voters are looking for something new.  Her opponent is Alex 
Acevedo, the son of the current State Representative Edward Acevedo, who is retiring.  
Repeated calls to schedule an interview with Acevedo for this program went unanswered. 

At Issue
March 20, 2016
Guests: Kerry Lester, Political Writer for the Daily Herald 

 Dr. Nick Kachiroubas, Ass. Prof at DePaul Univ School of Public Service
30 minutes out of 30 minute program 

       In an unusual election season there were local races and national campaigns that 
produced some surprising results during the March 15 Illinois Primary Election.  Kerry 
Lester, Political Writer for the Daily Herald said the tight margin of Hillary Clinton’s win 
in her home state was a bit a blow for her psychologically.  Dr. Nick Kachiroubas, 
Associate Professor at DePaul University’s School of Public Service said Clinton did 
well in urban areas of the state, but not in rural areas, and she may need to pick a running 
mate who can reach the voters who picked Bernie Sanders.  He said she was able to keep 
her union support, but Sanders put out an ad campaign that hit on unemployment and job 
opportunities, a campaign that attracted younger voters.  Lester said there were lines to 
see Sanders’ appearances but not for Clinton, perhaps suggesting voters already believe 
she is going to be the nominee.  As for the Republicans, Donald Trump won the Illinois 
Primary.  Lester said many establishment Republicans don’t want Trump to be the 
nominee but they haven’t come together to defeat him.  Kachiroubas added there may be 
a brokered convention, but said Trump is collecting delegates at a fast pace and there may 
be no stopping him.  Lester said Trump may be able to get voters to the polls but he 
doesn’t have a good campaign organization and doesn’t have the support of the GOP.   
She said Republicans may have to sacrifice the Presidency if they want to stop Trump.  
Lester also said both Sanders and Trump are tapping into the same voter anger and the 
desire for an outsider.  Lester said in the race for Cook County State’s Attorney, the video 
shooting death of a teen by Chicago police wasn’t the only reason the incumbent was 
defeated.  She said State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez has slowly been losing credibility in 
the African American community and with the Democratic Party.  Kachiroubas said 
Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle has not been a fan of Alvarez and 
wanted a change in the criminal justice system.  He said when the video was released; the 
political leadership saw an opportunity to get rid of Alvarez.  In the race for Cook County 
Circuit Court Clerk, Lester said Dorothy Brown won re-election despite legal questions 
about her financial dealings.  She said there was very little media focus on this race, her 
opponents didn’t run strong campaigns and Brown has loyal supporters. 
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WXRT Promos that ran during 1st Quarter 2016

Chicago Symphony Orchestra – 2/9 3:45a, 2/13 2:15a, 2/15 3:45a

Museum of Contemporary Art – 1/25 3:45a, 1/30 3:15a, 2/2 3:15a, 2/5 4:45a, 2/12 3:45a

College of Complexes – 2/1 4:45a, 2/5 3:15a, 2/7 5:15a, 2/11 4:45a, 2/12 4:45a

Chicago Gargoyle Brass – 2/2 2:15a, 2/5 3:35a, 2/7 5:45a

Chicago Symphony Orchestra – 2/1 3:15a, 2/7 3:15a, 2/11 3:15a

DuSable Museum – 1/12 3:15a, 1/16 2:15a, 1/19 2:45a, 1/24 2:45a, 1/29 3:15a

Elmhurst College – 1/18 4:45a, 1/23 5:45a, 1/29 2:45a, 1/31 3:45a, 2/3 2:45a

Illinois Secretary of State – 1/3 2:43a, 1/4 4:45a, 1/8 2:15a, 1/10 2:45a, 1/14 2:45a

DePaul University – 2/1 4:15a, 2/5 2:45a, 2/7 4:45a, 2/8 4:15a

Steppenwolf Theatre – 1/6 3:45a, 1/9 4:45a, 1/13 3:15a, 1/20 4:45a, 1/29 4:15a

Chicago Public Library – 1/25 2:15a, 1/29 4:45a, 1/31 5:45a, 2/3 2:15a

Better Business Bureau – 1/6 2:15a, 1/9 2:15a, 1/11 3:15a, 1/19 3:15a, 1/23 2:15a

Metropolis Arts Center – 1/6 4:15a, 1/9 3:45a, 1/11 4:45a, 1/14 4:27a, 1/17 5:15a

Centers for Disease Control – 1/5 2:15a, 1/8 4:43a, 1/11 2:45a, 1/14 3:15a, 1/17 4:19a

Illinois DCFS – 1/6 2:45a, 1/9 2:45a, 1/11 3:45a, 1/14 3:45a, 1/17 4:45a

Housing & Urban Development – 1/10 2:15a, 1/13 3:45a, 1/16 5:45a, 1/21 2:45a, 1/24 
3:15a

Looking Glass Theatre – 1/12 3:45a, 1/16 2:45a, 1/20 2:15a, 1/24 2:15a, 1/26 4:15a

Art Institute of Chicago – 1/5 4:15a, 1/14 4:45a, 1/17 5:45a, 1/22 2:45a, 1/26 4:45a

City of Chicago – 1/18 3:45a, 1/23 4:15a, 1/26 3:15a

Women & Children First Books – 1/18 2:15a, 1/23 4:45a, 1/26 2:15a

Artemis Singers – 1/15 3:45a, 1/19 4:15a, 1/22 3:15a

Dominican University – 1/8 4:15a, 1/11 2:15a, 1/15 2:15a, 1/19 2:15a
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Northwestern University – 1/12 4:15a, 1/16 3:15a, 1/20 2:45a

Symphony Center – 1/6 4:45a, 1/9 4:15a, 1/13 2:15a, 1/16 4:15a, 1/20 3:45a

Black Ensemble Theatre – 1/10 5:15a, 1/14 2:45a, 1/17 3:15a, 1/21 3:15a

Garfield Farm Museum – 2/11 2:15a, 2/14 2:15a, 2/16 4:15a, 2/18 4:15a, 2/21 3:45a

Dominican University – 2/1 3:45a, 2/5 2:15a, 2/7 3:45a, 2/11 4:18a, 2/14 4:15a

Hands on Suburban Chicago – 2/3 4:15a, 2/6 4:45a, 2/10 3:15a, 2/13 5:15a, 2/16 2:15a

Youth for Understanding – 2/6 5:15a, 2/10 3:45a, 2/13 5:15a, 2/16 3:15a

Adler Planetarium – 2/4 4:15a, 2/7 2:15a, 2/10 4:15a, 2/13 5:45a, 2/16 3:45a

Peggy Notebaert Museum – 2/11 2:45a, 2/14 3:15a, 2/16 11:50a, 2/19 3:15a, 2/21 4:45a

Chicago Cat Rescue – 2/20 3:45a, 2/22 11:20a, 2/25 2:45a, 2/27 4:45a

Northwestern University – 2/20 2:45a, 2/22 3:45a, 2/26 2:45a, 2/28 3:45a

University of Chicago – 2/1 2:45a, 2/4 4:45a, 2/10 4:45a, 2/14 2:45a, 2/16 4:45a

Communities in Schools – 2/15 3:15a, 2/18 2:45a, 2/21 5:15a, 2/24 4:15a

Timeline Theatre – 2/14 3:35a, 2/17 2:15a, 2/19 3:45a, 2/22 4:45a, 2/25 2:15a

Cancer Prevention – 2/17 4:15a, 2/20 5:45a, 2/23 4:15a, 2/26 3:45a

Chicago Polar Plunge – 2/27 4:15a, 2/29 4:45a, 3/1 11:50a, 3/4 3:15a

Ukrainian Museum – 2/26 3:15a, 2/28 2:45a, 2/29 3:15a, 3/2 4:45a, 3/5 5:45a

Tower Chorale – 2/27 2:45a, 2/28 5:45a, 3/2 3:45a, 3/5 5:15a

Columbia College – 3/5 2:15a, 3/7 4:15a, 3/9 4:45a, 3/11 3:45a

Hedwig Dances – 3/1 3:15a, 3/3 4:45a, 3/7 2:15a, 3/9 3:45a

Elmhurst College – 3/1 4:45a, 3/2 11:50a, 3/6 2:45a, 3/8 3:45a, 3/10 4:45a

FEMA – 3/3 2:45a, 3/6 2:15a, 3/8 3:15a

Black Ensemble Theatre – 3/8 4:45a, 3/10 3:45a, 3/13 4:15a, 3/16 4:15a
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Chicago Cultural Center – 3/12 2:15a, 3/14 4:45a, 3/18 2:15a, 3/20 5:15a

Stuttering Foundation – 3/9 3:15a, 3/11 2:45a, 3/13 4:45a, 3/16 4:45a, 3/19 5:15a

Discover the Forest – 3/10 3:15a, 3/13 3:45a, 3/15 2:45a, 3/18 3:15a, 3/20 3:15a

Columbia College – 3/23 2:15a, 3/26 4:45a, 3/30 3:15a

College of Complexes – 3/12 5:15a, 3/20 4:45a, 3/23 4:15a, 3/26 5:45a, 3/28 1:20p

Symphony Center – 3/26 2:45a, 3/29 2:45a

Women & Children First Books – 3/7 4:45a, 3/9 11:20a, 3/11 4:15a, 3/14 2:15a, 3/17 
4:45a

Columbia College – 3/12 4:15a, 3/18 4:15a, 3/20 5:45a, 3/24 7:45a, 3/27 3:45a

 


