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Masters of Deception

Friday, April 1st, 2016

In nature, deception can mean the difference between life and death for certain species; animals use camouflage 
and mimicry to fool predators and prey alike.

Stick insects look like slim twigs and-when among the branches of woody plants-go largely undetected by 
rodents, bats, and birds that would make a meal of them.

Eastern screech owls use cryptic coloration to blend into their surroundings. When perched in trees their 
feathers resemble bark; their prey may not notice them until it’s too late to elude capture.

By mimicking the color and pattern of the Monarch butterfly which is poisonous if eaten, the Viceroy butterfly 
manages to stay off the menu of species that
would otherwise make a snack of it.

Southern flounder, a species of flatfish, are predatory animals. Their coloring is similar to the gulf floor where 
they lay in wait unnoticed for potential prey-which they ambush once spotted.

A whitetail fawn’s spots help to camouflage it from predators. It works best when they are in a wooded setting, 
as their reddish coat with white spots resembles
dappled sunlight on the forest floor.

Even though in the human world deception seems like a cheap trick, in the natural world, it’s just the trick some 
animals need to survive.

The Birding Classic for Beginners

Monday, April 4th, 2016

For those who don’t know how the various birdwatching tournaments of The Great Texas Birding Classic 
unfold…

Groups of people go out and birdwatch for a half a day or a day and even as much as a week. And, they go out 
with their friends and family to see how many birds they can identify in a short amount of time, and the team 
with the most species on their list wins. Except for one tournament.

That one tournament is The Big Sit. Shelly Plante is the nature tourism manager at Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
and coordinates the Great Texas Birding Classic, now in its 20th year.

http://passporttotexas.org/masters-of-deception/
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The Big Sit is a fun one. In the Birding Classic, most of the tournament categories, everyone has to ID a bird for 
it to go on a list, but not the Big Sit.

In the Big Sit, Plante says only one team member has to ID a bird for it to make the list, either by sight or 
sound.

It’s the perfect event for the new birder. You can have a team with all people who are beginning, and then they 
just have to be sure they have a ringer or two on their team who can ID the bird for them for it to go on their 
list. And it turns into a really fun day for people.

The Great Texas Birding Classic is April 15 through May 15th. Team registration is closed for this year, but 
you can stay on top of the action at birdingclassic.org.

That’s our show for today… 

The Birding Classic’s Big Sit

Tuesday, April 5th, 2016

Does sitting outdoors in a circle with friends and family sound like a birding tournament to you? It is, and it’s 
called The Big Sit.

 We call them lovingly the tailgate party for birders. Because really it’s wherever you can set up a 17-foot 
diameter circle. Be that your backyard, a local park, a state park – anywhere that makes sense for you to be 
able to see a good group of birds and to spend a day with friends and family.

The Big Sit is one of the tournaments of the Great Texas Birding Classic, in its 20th year. Shelly Plante, nature 
tourism manager at TPW, coordinates event.

You can have as few as one person on your team, to as many as you can fit in that circle throughout the course 
of the day. And people can come in shifts. They don’t have to stay for the whole 24 hours. So, you could have a 
morning group, a midafternoon group. You could have them come throughout the day. No one has to stay there 
the entire time.

The Big Sit tournament is ideal for novice birdwatchers.

The Big Sit is great for beginners, because it lets you get your feet wet in the Birding Classic, and see what a 
bird watching tournament really is. Once you get your confidence in The Big Sit it’s easier to move on to doing 
a Sunrise to Noon tournament; it’s easier to say hey, I want to do a Big Day where I drive around to a lot of 
places. And so we have tournaments for that as well. 

The Great Texas Birding Classic is April 15 through May 15th. Team registration closed April 1st, but you can 
stay on top of the action at birdingclassic.org.

It’s Good to Have a Ringer in Your Circle

Wednesday, April 6th, 2016

When I hear the word ringer, I think unfair advantage. Yet, wringers are “good guys” and encouraged in the 
Great Texas Birding Classic’s Big Sit tournament.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/events/great-texas-birding-classic
http://passporttotexas.org/the-birding-classics-big-sit/
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You can have a team with all people who are beginning, and then they just have to be sure they have a ringer or 
two on their team who can ID the bird for them for it to go on their list.

That’s Texas Parks and Wildlife Nature Tourism coordinator, Shelly Plante who oversees the event. She told 
me our colleague, Bob Sweeney, an attorney, is a Big Sit ringer.

You know, I’ve been fascinated with birds since childhood, and even in high school I was out in the field and 
woods with my binoculars and my book. I just think it’s an exciting, dynamic part of the natural world, and 
pretty easy if you’re willing to put a little time into it to develop a minimum level of knowledge.

Bob has done that and more, and says he enjoys helping beginning birders gain knowledge and confidence.

I think any teacher has a great feeling when they feel like someone in the class gets it. Someone snaps to it. That 
Eureka moment may come, not during the Big Sit, but it may be something that was learned during the Big Sit 
that is then used in the backyard, or used on a hike or communicated to another person who is wanting to start 
out, so maybe the light bulb when it goes on is the confidence to transmit that knowledge—I know what that is. I 
saw it in the Big Sit. And here’s why I think it’s that.

The Great Texas Birding Classic is April 15 through May 15th. Stay on top of the action at birdingclassic.org.

Toyota Texas Bass Classic 2016

Thursday, April 7th, 2016

The Toyota Texas Bass Classic is May 20th thru 22nd this year.

We’re in our tenth year now. The event is moving to a new location in Frisco, Texas; we’ll be at the Toyota 
Stadium, and fishing at Lake Ray Roberts State Park.

Dave Terre, with Inland Fisheries, helps organize and promote this professional bass fishing tournament and 
outdoor festival.

 The Toyota Texas Bas Classic gives us an opportunity to really showcase what it is that Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department does. It gives us an opportunity to showcase the great fishing we have in our state. This 
year it’s going to give us a great opportunity to showcase state park opportunities we have, since this year we’ll 
be doing it at Lake Ray Roberts State Park.

Professional bass anglers compete to reel in the biggest bass for big winnings. The true winners, though, are the 
youth of Texas; the Toyota Texas Bass Classic is a fundraiser for Parks and Wildlife’s youth fishing programs.

We’ve already received about 2.25 million dollars which the department has taken and reinvested back into 
youth fishing related outreach, creating new anglers. It’s really an exciting opportunity for Parks and Wildlife; 
something no other state has.

Find details and ticket information for Toyota Texas Bass Classic at toyotatexasfest.com.

Fishing Fun at the Toyota Texas Bass Classic 2016

Friday, April 8th, 2016

The Toyota Texas Bass Classic is a professional bass fishing tournament that for the past 10 years has attracted 
professional anglers from across the country.

http://www.birdingclassic.org
http://passporttotexas.org/toyota-texas-bass-classic-2016/
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These pros, they really love to come to Texas because Texas has great fishing.They know that Texas Parks and 
Wildlife wants to make Texas fishing the best in the world. And they just love to come to Texas and showcase 
our department. They come here and they speak real highly about the work that we do. And, of course, us being 
fisheries biologists, we like to be bragged on. It means a lot to us. There’s just no question about that.

Dave Terre, with Inland Fisheries. The tournament takes place May 20th through 22nd on Lake Ray Roberts.

You’ve got to be there. Get your boat up to Lake Ray Roberts State park, and you need to follow along and see 
your favorite pro catch that fish. And then, you need to come to the Toyota Stadium, and see tht big fish held in 
front of a crowd of about 20-thousand people. And while you’re there, take in a great country western concert, 
and go introduce your youngster to the outdoors at the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Expo.

The tournament helps raise funds for youth fishing programs throughout the state.

Find complete details and ticket information for Toyota Texas Bass Classic at toyotatexasfest.com.

The Battle of San Jacinto

Monday, April 11th, 2016

The Battle of San Jacinto was only 18 minutes long, but it ended the nearly seven month long Texas 
Revolution.

Because of Sam Houston’s victory here at San Jacinto, Texas would be its own nation – an independent 
republic – for almost 10 years.

Park interpreter, Boyd Harris, says we commemorate the battle of the Texians against Mexican General Santa 
Anna’s Army with a ceremony and reenactment at the San Jacinto Battlegrounds and State Historic Site in La 
Porte.

The best thing about the reenactment is you actually get to see our reenactors out there dressed as they would 
have been in 1836—both Texian Army reenactors and Mexican reenactors. You get a better sense of—in our 
opinion—the primitive nature of their weapons. Short range. The Mexican Army weaponry was only effect up to 
about 50, 100 yards. Which, in modern day battles is inconceivable to us. You get the idea that idea that this 
battle was more on a personal level. You could actually see the man across the field. I think that’s the best kind 
of thing to spark the imagination. To spark the curiosity in the visitor. To learn more about who these men 
were, how they lived and how they fought, and also how they died.

The commemorative ceremony is April 21—the 180 year anniversary of the battle; the reenactment and festival 
is on April 23.

Find details in the calendar section of the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

TPW Magazine: Venom Lab

Tuesday, April 12th, 2016

Venomous snakes demand our respect — not because they can hurt us — but because they can help us.

Venom from snakes is used to treat heart attacks, treat strokes. It has paralyzing properties, so it’s used to 
prevent the metastasizing of tumors….

http://www.toyotatexasfest.com
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Reeve Hamilton, wrote about the National Natural Toxins Research Center in Kingsville, part of the Texas A & 
M system –which studies uses for venom – for the April issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine.

There’s really a variety of health issues that the venom in snakes is actually used for once researchers at the 
Natural Toxins Research Center and other places can isolate the properties and put them to use in medicine.

The center is the only federally funded facility of its kind, and Hamilton says its Serpentarium is home to 450 
venomous snakes from around the world. Researchers are attempting to develop a universal anti-venom.

Right now, anti-venom is snake specific. So, for people who are in far flung areas, where snake bites are a 
bigger concern than they are here; if you can’t access the right anti-venom, then you’re going to be in serious 
trouble. So, they’re trying to come up with an anti-venom that can be administered by anyone, and used in 
response to any snake, which would really – I think – be a really big discovery.

Read more in Reeve Hamilton’s article in the April issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine.

How Venomous Snakes Help Humans

Wednesday, April 13th, 2016

The National Natural Toxins Research Center in Kingsville, part of the Texas A & M system, houses 450 
venomous snakes from around the world in its Serpentarium, from which they collect venom for research.

This center really is sort of a hidden gem in the A & M System, and in the state. It’s doing great work; it’s 
something that Texans should be proud of.

Reeve Hamilton works for the A & M System. Researchers at the lab do their own research, such as work on a 
universal anti-venom; they also share venom with fellow researchers worldwide.

Other researchers elsewhere will get in touch with them and say we really need this for our research, can you 
get it to us? And they’ll freeze it and ship it off. They’re doing their own research, but they’re also enabling the 
research of others.

Pharmaceuticals to treat heart attacks, strokes, and to prevent the metastasizing of tumors have come from 
venom research. Reeve Hamilton hopes that by understanding how venomous snakes help humans…

You know, you come across a snake, maybe you might change your appreciation of the animals a little bit.

Read about the Natural Toxins Research Center in the April issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine.

How to Commemorate Earth Day

Thursday, April 14th, 2016

I remember the first Earth Day Celebration. It was April 22, 1970, and I was a young, impressionable kid.

Leading up to it were weeks of news reports about how we were killing the planet… with litter, toxic chemicals, 
wasting resources, destruction of wild places, and air pollution.

It scared me. So, I decided to do what I could to help. Not big things, of course. I was just a kid. I started 
turning off lights in empty rooms, and not letting water run while I brushed my teeth. I also started to pick up 
other people’s litter I found on the ground.

http://tpwmagazine.com/archive/2016/apr/ed_3_venom/index.phtml
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Plus, I finally understood why my mother recycled newspapers, composted our kitchen scraps, grew some of 
our food in a backyard garden, and always kept the thermostat at a low setting in winter.

It’s the little things we do every day that make a difference when it comes to the long-term health of our planet. 
Nobody expects perfection—just a bit of effort.

Perhaps this Earth Day, April 22, we can rededicate ourselves to putting forth that extra effort when it comes to 
keeping our big, beautiful planet, and every living thing she supports, healthy and strong for generations to 
come.

TPW TV: Birding in the Brushlands

Friday, April 15th, 2016

The Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS Television series broadcasts a segment the week of April 17 on 
birdwatching in the brushlands of South Texas.

I can go to the outdoors and have something to do, and it’s something you know it’s kind of relaxing and 
peaceful. You just need your binoculars and you can just do it anywhere! So that’s what I like about it and the 
birds are neat ya know! To see different birds!

Ruayda Bouls is one of the birdwatchers you’ll meet on the show. Texas Parks and Wildlife Ornithologist Cliff 
Shackelford makes an appearance to help guide the birding enthusiasts.

[Cliff Shackelford] Look at all those Chachalaca’s sitting there!
[Ruayda Bouls] It’s not very bright but I like the noise it makes!
[Cliff Shackelford] It would make a good ring-tone wouldn’t it!
[Ruayda Bouls] Yeah! Ha!
[Cliff Shackelford] Chachalaca, Chachalaca, Chachalaca!

There are 500 bird species in the south Texas ecoregion where they shot the segment, and birder, Josh 
Anderson, isn’t shy about picking a favorite.

13— My favorite probably is the Green Jay, I know that’s kinda like the hallmark of South Texas down here, 
everybody will come from miles around just to see that bird! It’s just cool, a lot of them are like camouflaged or 
blending in, but that one really pops out!

Birding in the Brushlands airs the week of April 17 on PBS stations statewide. Check your local listings.

Enchanted Rock and Rover

Monday, April 18th, 2016

You’ll find fragile ecosystems called vernal pools on the summit of Enchanted Rock.

They’re little formations—weathering pits that have formed over the years—and they’ll collect rainwater. And 
there are little lifeforms that grow in them: fairy shrimp and other invertebrates. And, it’s their own little, small 
ecosystem in there.

Dough Cochran is superintendent at Enchanted Rock State Natural Area in the Texas Hill Country.

http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-birding-in-the-brushlands/
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A scientist was doing some tests on invertebrates – testing the different kinds of algae that were present in the 
water. And he notices over the past three or four years that blue-green algae had been increasing in these pools 
of waters. And that’s an indication of pollution.

Pollution caused unintentionally by visitors who bring their dogs to hike the summit with them, and then 
interact with the vernal pools.

We see a lot of pets and humans going in these waters and wading through them, drinking out of them (the 
people don’t drink out of them, but the pets do) and in some cases they’re doing things they’re not supposed to 
be doing in there.

Animal waste that seeps into the pools raises the nitrogen level of the water, and disrupts ecosystem stability.

Tomorrow, learn of a new regulation intended to help nature regain her balance on Enchanted Rock.

Fido Free Enchanted Rock

Tuesday, April 19th, 2016

Visitors to Enchanted Rock State Natural Area may bring their dogs with them – as long as it’s not to the top of 
the granite dome.

I’m a dog lover – I have two dogs – and I can’t take my dogs up there either, anymore.

Doug Cochran, superintendent at Enchanted Rock State Natural Area, says a new regulation went into effect 
March first; it prohibits visitors from taking their dogs to the summit in order to protect the fairy shrimp that 
live in the vernal pools atop the dome.

We want to protect these precious resources for future generations. I want my grand kids and my grand kids’ 
grand kids to come up and have the same experience on top of Enchanted Rock, looking at these fairy shrimp 
that the kids are have now.

Visitors have unwittingly upset the fragile ecosystems on E-Rock by allowing their pets to drink from, and 
relieve themselves too close to, the pools—thus polluting the water. Even so, dogs are welcome.

On our loop trail there’s a 4.5 mile walk. You can take dogs out there, and they can get really good exercise, 
and you can see really great parts of Enchanted Rock on our loop trail that a lot of people don’t get to see 
because they just go up to the summit and come down.

Find a link to the new regulation for Enchanted Rock at passporttotexas.org.

Ten Years of Take Me Fishing Hutsell

Wednesday, April 20th, 2016

Fishing is hooked into the curriculum for students attending Hutsell Elementary in the Katy ISD.

This program started back in 2006 as part of Take Me Fishing Houston. And then, two years later, we were 
able to obtain the name Take Me Fishing Hutsell, because we extended the program through he support of 
Texas Parks and Wildlife.

http://passporttotexas.org/fido-free-enchanted-rock/
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Take me Fishing Hutsell is an annual event at Peckham Park for students and their families. Principal Margie 
Blount says kids prepare by taking aquatic education classes; then the day of the event, some families may win 
fishing gear, which encourages more time outside.

Families are able to take their children fishing in the park and experience the love for angler education beyond 
that day. It’s getting out parents involved. It’s getting our kids involved. And bringing the whole community 
together.

The program weaves classroom instruction with practical outdoor experience, resulting in improved testing.

We have had great success in our STAAR scores. Our students have really been very successful at state 
assessments. And even understanding the application and higher level thinking, because we allow our students 
to take their learning and apply it to everyday living.

Celebrating 10 Years of Take Me Fishing Hutsell

Thursday, April 21st, 2016

DUE TO RECENT FLOODING,  IT’S ADVISED TO CHECK WITH THE SCHOOL TO FIND OUT 
IF THE EVENT WILL TAKE PLACE AS SCHEDULED

This is Passport to Texas

Once a year, Hutsell Elementary school students in Katy ISD, trade school books for rods and reels.

Each year, in the spring, we invite our third, fourth and fifth grade students to Peckham Park. And we have a 
beautiful pond there. And through Texas Parks and Wildlife, they stock the pond for us. And on a Saturday, the 
children and their families all attend a fishing event.

That event is Take Me Fishing Hutsell. Principal Margie Blount says this year’s event is special, because it’s 
the 10 year anniversary of the program in the school.

We are going to be inviting the alumni. And those students will be invited to come back and enjoy the fishing 
event and enjoy the 10th year anniversary with us.

Over the years, Hutsell educators have seen improvement in the test scores of students who’ve participated in 
the Take Me Fishing program. Principal Blount says the upcoming celebration on April 23 is for the entire 
community.

Texas Parks and Wildlife will be there. They have been a great contributor. Game Wardens will be there. We 
will have angler clubs that will be coming. We’re looking at this to be one of our bigger fishing events.

If you’re in the area of Peckham Park between nine and noon on Saturday April 23, Hutsell Elementary 
Principal Margie Blount invites you to join in the festivities.

Cultural Sensitivity and the Battle of San Jacinto

Friday, April 22nd, 2016

The Mexican culture is integrated into the fabric of Texas. So, how do we handle something like the anniversary 
of the Battle of San Jacinto, where we celebrate the Texian Army’s victory over Mexico?

http://passporttotexas.org/celebrating-10-years-of-take-me-fishing-hutsell/
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That’s something we’ve been trying to address here at San Jacinto.

Boyd Harris is a park interpreter at San Jacinto Battlegrounds and State historic Site in La Porte.

In the past it has been more of a centric, white Texan kind of history. But, nowadays, we like to commemorate 
and honor both sides. We’re more about education here, as well as the memory of these soldiers. The Mexican 
Army, itself—half the army was conscripts—and so they weren’t volunteers. But they weren’t the only people of 
Mexican decent at the battlefield. There were also Tejanos fighting on the Texian Army side, so we want to talk 
about them. Juan Seguin and his Tejano company is in the very forefront of the battle, and we want to talk 
about those guys. Because this is a revolution—and revolutions are messy. They’re complex, and we want to 
give due respect and due remembrance to all those involved with it.

We commemorate the battle of San Jacinto and all those involved on Saturday April 23 at the San Jacinto 
Battlegrounds and State Historic Site in La Porte.

Find details in the calendar section of the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Palmetto State Park

Monday, April 25th, 2016

If you get the itch to visit a tropical locale, but are short on time, and want to skip all the shots, do the next best 
thing: visit Palmetto State Park.

Named for the dwarf palmetto palm found around the ephemeral swamp, some areas of the 270 acre Central 
Texas Park resemble the tropics.

Located in Gonzales County, between Gonzales and Luling, Palmetto State Park abuts the San Marcos River, 
making it a favorite place for canoeists to put in.

Situated within the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail, the park has a reputation as a birding “hot spot.” Birders 
from across the country flock to Palmetto State Park to view many of the over 240 species of birds observed 
within the park’s boundaries.

Palmetto State Park has more than 39 campsites – all with water, some with water and electricity. There’s a 
group camping area and a group picnic shelter complete with kitchen.

If you want to stretch your legs and imagination, trek the park’s 3 miles of interpretive and hiking trails.

State Parks are closer than you think. Find out just how close when you visit the Texas parks and Wildlife 
website.

Bad “Hair Day” for Cardinals

Tuesday, April 26th, 2016

Imagine the sleek, bright red body of a male cardinal topped with a small, lumpy black walnut-shaped head. 
That’s what you’ll see mid to late summer when cardinals molt.

Feather molt is really important because feathers fray, they’re fragile.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/san-jacinto-battleground
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You don’t want to look, but you can’t look away. Texas Parks and Wildlife Ornithologist Cliff Shackelford says 
the cardinal’s head feathers fall out over a short amount of time. While a bird with a naked noggin may be 
shocking, Cliff says “don’t fret.”

All we’re doing is witnessing that annual molt that replaces those old feathers—and he’s about to get new ones.

Their head feathers regrow within a few weeks. And, mercifully for the cardinals, they lose body and flight 
feathers at a more leisurely pace.

They just lose a couple at a time and they can still fly. So, most of our land birds and songbirds like the 
Cardinal don’t lose all their flight feathers at once because they would never make it. They wouldn’t be able to 
flee from predators and keep warm with the weather.

This summer, if you see a red bird that looks like it was put together with spare parts, it’s probably a cardinal 
suffering the humiliation of molting. Try not to point and laugh.

Look But Don’t Touch Wild Babies

Wednesday, April 27th, 2016

This time of year, reports start rolling in to Parks and Wildlife from people who think they’ve discovered 
abandoned baby animals.

What could have happened is you walked up there, and mama ran off and hid – and baby is hiding there. And, 
as soon as you leave, mama will come back.

That’s not true in every case, though, says Jonah Evans, Texas Parks and Wildlife mammalogist. If you see an 
abandoned baby possum, for example, mom could be gone for good.

With 184 some odd mammals in the state, it’s probably pretty difficult to give you a list of which mothers will 
come back wand which ones won’t. So, what I recommend is before touching and animal – call a [wildlife] 
rehabilitator.

Licensed rehabilitators know animal behavior and can tell you which critters may benefit from intervention.

If you contact one of the many throughout the state – and there’s a whole long list of them on our website – they 
are really the experts in this. Not Parks and Wildlife.

Jonah Evans says although—as a mammalogist—he researches and studies warm-blooded animals, 
rehabilitators are the ones with skills suited to helping citizens’ where abandoned baby animals are concerned.

Find a list of licensed rehabilitators by county on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Kidnapping or Rescuing Wild Baby Animals?

Thursday, April 28th, 2016

You know the story of spring: reawakening, renewal, and baby animals. That last part – baby animals – can be 
tricky. You see, sometimes we find infant wildlife when we’re outdoors, and want to “rescue” them, which 
might actually be more like kidnapping.

http://passporttotexas.org/look-but-dont-touch-wild-babies/
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For example, a baby dear [or fawn] will hide quiet and mama will almost always come back. That’s their 
strategy.

See what I mean. Jonah Evans is a mammalogist at Texas Parks and Wildlife; he says unless an animal is 
injured or clearly in distress, leave it alone, but monitor it at a safe distance if you’re concerned. Even then…

I recommend, before touching an animal, call a rehabilitator and ask them.

Licensed rehabilitators know animal behavior and can provide guidance, which may also include instructions to 
leave the animal alone because of legal considerations.

There are actually some regulations about possessing certain wildlife that you have to make sure you’re not 
violating. Possessing a non-game animal without a license, could be in violation of certain laws.

That can be avoided when you know who to call. Find a list of licensed wildlife rehabilitators—by county—
on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

TPW TV: The Night’s Watch

Friday, April 29th, 2016

The night skies sparkle over Texas. In an upcoming segment of the Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS TV show, 
you’ll meet folks like Bill Wren, who work tirelessly to keep the skies dark.

“Dark sky” just means the lack of any artificial light sources; man-made, human-origin light sources. It’s a 
relatively recent phenomenon, I mean, astronomers are kind of like the canaries in the coal mine, we’re the first 
ones to say “hey, wait a second. The skies aren’t as dark here as they used to be.

We waste tens of billions of dollars a year worldwide lighting up the night sky. Davis Mountains SP ranger, 
Tara Poloskey, calls this misdirection of wattage, light pollution.

And when I talk about the dark skies, I try to help people to understand how easy it is to preserve them. All it is, 
is a choice you make at Home Depot to buy the light that points down instead of up.

The MacDonald Observatory in Fort Davis depends on dark skies. Larry Francell says the surrounding 
community is on board, but they can only do so much.

We, as a group, keep our night lights either directed downward or don’t use them. But it’s encroaching from 
other areas, particularly the oil patch in the Permian Basin. The only way to keep McDonald Observatory 
working and safe and viable is for dark skies.

Catch the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV segment called The Night’s Watch the week of May 8th on PBS 
stations statewide. Check your local listings.

Texas Passport May 2016

Your Chance to be Part of History

Monday, May 2nd, 2016
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A generation grew up watching the Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS TV series. Now, a new generation is joining 
them.

The thing that I consider the most special part about the Texas Parks and Wildlife [TV] show, is that I’ve never 
seen my daughter’s face light up so much as when she hears that opening song.  It doesn’t matter which room in 
the house my daughter is in, as soon as she hears those opening notes, she comes running in, because she 
knows the animal show’s on.

Josh Havens, Texas Parks and Wildlife Director of Communications, says 2016 marks the series’ 30th 
anniversary, and viewers of all ages are invited to commemorate this milestone.

We are holding a contest to commemorate that anniversary; a chance to give our viewers an opportunity to be 
part of that show that they’ve supported for so long. To enter is simple. In 250 words or less, you pitch us an 
original story idea for a feature segment. If your idea wins, you get the choice of either being on the show itself, 
or being on the film crew.

The winner also receives over $2-thousand dollars in prizes.

We’re looking for stories that can take individuals from their everyday indoor life, and introduce them to a 
world that is outside, and that tells the story of why Texas’ wild places and wild things are so unique. 

Deadline for entries is May 31, 2016. Find complete contest rules and online entry form on the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife website.

Go Fish! Learn to Fish Events Teach New Skills

Tuesday, May 3rd, 2016

Fishing dates back 40-thousand years. While we started as nomadic hunter-gatherers, archeological analysis 
indicates most permanent settlements were established near water, where fish became a primary food source. 
Today, fishing is not so much about survival as it is about connecting with nature and family. But most people 
are out of touch with the activity. And for them, we have Go Fish! events at State Parks.

At a Go Fish! event, they’re typically going to have a chance—after they’ve gone through learning stations—to 
borrow some equipment and fish there on the site.

Caleb Harris, Texas Parks and Wildlife’s aquatic education training specialist, says Go Fish! events take place 
at state parks year-round and are self-paced.

They normally have about five learning stations they learn how to assemble their fishing gear. The next station 
they may learn how to identify certain fish. So, they’ll go through those learning stations, and when they finish 
that, they normally have a check-list, and they come back up to the table and get their award for learning how 
to fish, and then can borrow some fishing poles.

Harris says it takes about 30 to 45 minutes to go through all the stations; those who do get an award and an 
opportunity to put their new found skills into practice.

We really hope they leave there [the Go Fish! Event] much more comfortable with the sport of fishing, and 
ready to try it out on their own.

Find Go Fish! events near you in the calendar section of the Texas Parks and Wildlife website…and get ready 
to get hooked.
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Become a Volunteer Angler Education Instructor

Wednesday, May 4th, 2016

You don’t have to be a pro to teach angling to others.

I used to be a school teacher, and you just need to know a little bit more than the person you’re instructing. We 
have people come that have no background knowledge whatsoever in fishing. Picture a scout troop in which 
none of the leadership has a background in fishing, and yet they want to extend that to their scout troops. 

A dedicated volunteer base allows Texas Parks and Wildlife aquatic education training specialist Caleb Harris 
and his crew to reach a larger audience than they otherwise would.

That’s exactly why we need them. They extend our outreach efforts to hundreds of places a weekend. We’re a 
staff of four in our outreach office, and so they really multiply our efforts as a department to get the word out.

Harris says becoming a volunteer angler education instructor begins with a weekend workshop.

Our instructor workshops are normally on Saturdays, and they’re held all over the state. They’re listed on our 
Texas Parks and Wildlife calendar of events, and they’re free for anyone that wants to attend them. And they 
normally last about six hours, five hours. They’re, I’d say, about half classroom time and half playing the type 
of games and learning the type of fishing skills that we’d like our instructors to pass on. So, they’re pretty active 
workshops.

Find an angler instructor workshop near you in the calendar section of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
website…and get ready to get hooked.

Should Texas Worry About the Zika Virus?

Thursday, May 5th, 2016

According to the World Health Organization: Zika virus is an emerging mosquito-borne virus that was first 
identified in Uganda in 1947.

It’s one of these tropical diseases that was known in the literature, but there weren’t any outbreaks until more 
recently.

Mike Quinn is an entomologist in Austin who’s been following reports of the virus and its carrier, often called 
the yellow fever mosquito.

The consensus is that it’s Aedes aegypti that’s the main culprit. The Aedes aegypti being people specific is an 
effective vector in that it can bite one person with the disease virus, and then bite another person and transmit 
that virus.

The World Health Organization tells us: Substantial new research has strengthened the association between 
Zika infection and the occurrence of fetal malformations and neurological disorders. We’ve seen this most 
markedly in Brazil, with an increase in microcephaly in newborns of infected mothers. Do we need to worry in 
Texas? Is this mosquito in our midst?

It’s an introduced species. And it is most common around the southeastern gulf coast states, but it’s in the 
eastern half of Texas.
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Direct infection by a mosquito has not occurred in Texas. Reported cases have been in people who traveled to 
zika hot spots. Tomorrow: what we can do to manage mosquitoes around the home.

Reduce Mosquito Breeding Sites

Friday, May 6th, 2016

Aedes aegypti is a mosquito known to carry the zika virus we’ve heard about in the news. It’s an introduced 
species found in the eastern half of Texas. But Mike Quinn says there’s no cause for alarm.

There’s no locally acquired cases in the [50] United States.

Quinn is an Austin entomologist who’s been following reports of the virus and its host species. This mosquito is 
different than most.

We mostly we think of large numbers of mosquitoes at dawn and dusk and through the night. But the Aedes 
aegypti is a day biting insect.

Aedes aegypti is a creature of the summer months, and most active May through August. One way to control it 
is to prevent it from breeding.

Controlling breeding sights on our property can be a very effective way to reduce the mosquito [population]. 
It’s what we call a container breeding mosquito. [It breeds] in pots and barrels, and toys and bottles. It can 
breed in a very small amount of water—a tablespoon or less, even. But it takes about a week under optimal 
conditions to go from egg to adult. So, doing a weekly cleanup of property, checking for water sources, 
changing out birdbath water on a weekly basis, is a good way to keep the population down locally.

Using products containing DEET on your person can be an effective deterrent. We have links to more 
information about the zika virus at passporttotexas.org.

TPW TV: Balmorhea Fun

Monday, May 9th, 2016

Jeffrey Buras [Byou-ras] is the newest producer on the PBS Texas Parks and Wildlife Television series.

There’s a lot to learn, for sure. Not only just with our production process, but also [becoming familiar with] all 
of the biology, all of the wildlife management… 

The job involves more than knowing where to point the camera. It’s challenging, and also keeps producers on 
the road for long stretches. Yet, even when they’re done for the day, they’re never really done. As you’ll see 
when you view an upcoming segment called Balmorhea Fun.

I was actually doing a story with producer Abe Moore—we were out in the Pecos region studying the Pecos 
Pup fish for another segment. We’d finished in the middle of the afternoon, and we were considering—okay, we 
could either do the drive back to Austin over six hours, or we could just stay here in Balmorhea, enjoy the 
afternoon, make a fun little video, and drive back the next day.

And that’s just what they did.

We had a bunch of small Go-Pro cameras, and, we had a Quad-Copter that can shoot video. We spent the 
afternoon swimming with folks, giving them cameras [to use], and coming up with this fun little video.
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The Texas Parks and Wildlife TV segment Balmorhea Fun airs on PBS stations the week of May 15th.

It’s just a fun view of what it’s like to spend a day at Balmorhea State Park.

Bass Classic and Toyota Texas Fest

Tuesday, May 10th, 2016

The 10th Annual Toyota Texas Bass Classic, May 20 through 22, takes place on Lake Ray Roberts, and features 
family friendly activities at Toyota Stadium in Frisco.

This is a new thing for Bass Classic. The fishing portion is going to take place at Lake Ray Roberts, and then 
they’re going to come over and do all the awards in the stadium. So, it’s really going to be a little different than 
it’s been, but almost a little cooler, because usually we’re out in the country, and this time a lot of people that 
haven’t been able to come out to this event in the past are going to get to come out and try it.

Lacey Estus is outreach and recruitment manager at Texas Parks and Wildlife. The festivities in Frisco offers 
urban families an opportunity to get acquainted with the agency and the diverse outdoor recreation opportunities 
available to them.

A lot of times, it’s the first time they see us. They’ve heard about us, but they don’t really know who we are and 
what we do. A lot of people have no idea we that we even do archery; they think a lot of times we’re just fishing 
and camping. But, we’re a lot of things. And, it’s a great place for them to touch and feel things. It kind of goes 
back to when we did EXPO. The idea was ‘Hey, let’s take this on the road and give people that experience—
[take it] to places that may not have seen it before or know anything about it.

Enjoy country music concerts all three days of the Toyota Texas Fest. There are plenty of family friendly 
activities, food, drinks and big bass. Discounted single day tickets or weekend passes are available before the 
event at toyotatexasfest.com.

Texas Game Wardens

Wednesday, May 11th, 2016

Texas Game Wardens became part of the fabric of our state in 1895 with the creation of the Fish and Oyster 
Commission by the Texas Legislature. The commission evolved into Texas Parks and Wildlife.

Since that time, our mission is to protect the citizens of Texas. Protect the natural resources of Texas. Conduct 
boating safety—water safety. It really encompasses a lot.

Grahame Jones is chief of special operations for Texas Parks and Wildlife’s Law Enforcement Division. He 
says Game Wardens are highly trained state peace officers.

We can enforce all Texas law. A big part of what Game Wardens do is public safety.

They’re often first on the scene during natural disasters. Game Wardens are members of the communities they 
serve, and advocate community policing.

We’re part of the community. We take great pride in outreach and education with schools—elementary schools, 
middle schools, high schools, community groups… And, we require our Game Wardens to take part in outreach, 
but we don’t have to. They do it anyway [because they want to do it].
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With outreach in mind, we’re starting a new feature on the show called Ask a Game Warden.

We want to hear from the people, and I think this is a great way to do that, because that relates back to 
community policing.

To ask your question go to the contact page at passporttotexas.org and send us an email.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation supports our series and helps keep Texas wild with support of proud 
members across the state. Find out more at tpwf.org.

Ask A Game Warden

Thursday, May 12th, 2016

Texas Game Wardens are part of the communities they serve. They’re accessible and ready to answer your 
questions. With that in mind, our show is beginning a new feature in June called Ask a Game Warden.

We’d love to hear from some of your listeners on the radio show.

Grahame Jones is chief of special operations for Texas Parks and Wildlife’s Law Enforcement Division.

We have a very robust social media platform, both the department’s social media and then our division’s social 
media as well; Facebook, Twitter, Instagram. Or submit your questions on your radio show. 

No matter where you are in the state, questions submitted to the radio show will receive answers, and some will 
be answered on the show, during our Ask a Game Warden feature.

We have game wardens all over the state. Most counties have game wardens assigned to those particular 
counties. We have some counties in far west Texas and some counties in the panhandle that have one game 
warden assigned to a couple of counties. But, for the most part, we’re assigned to every country throughout the 
state.

Submit your question at passporttotexas.org; send it via our contact page.

More Funding to Fight Invasive Species

Friday, May 13th, 2016

Record funding approved by the Texas Legislature is launching new fronts in the war on aquatic invasive 
species.

With $6.6 million dollars in appropriations, this year and next, Texas Parks and Wildlife will ramp up an 
unprecedented effort to control and stop the spread of aquatic invasive plants and creatures.

Some of the aquatic invasive species that will receive the agency’s attention include: giant salvinia and zebra 
mussels covering Texas lakes, to giant reed and salt cedar smothering rivers and streams, to exotic fish that 
compete with Texas natives and alter natural ecosystems.

One major category of work is Aquatic Invasive Plant Management—projects focused on management of 
aquatic invasive plants on public waters to enhance boater access for recreation, and management of riparian 
invasive plants in target areas to improve water quality and quantity.
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In Texas, the economic impacts of aquatic invasives are far-reaching, costing the state billions of dollars 
annually, including threatening to undermine a recreational freshwater fishing industry worth more than $4 
billion-dollars.

That’s our show. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation supports our series and helps keep Texas wild with 
support of proud members across the state. Find out more at tpwf.org

Giant Reed is a Giant Problem in Texas

Monday, May 16th, 2016

Texas has its share of invasive plants and animals, including Arundo Donax, or giant reed; you’ve probably 
seen it along roadways and river banks.

13— If you see it on roadsides, it’s very tall—grows up to about 30 feet. Has segments, really broad, pointed 
leaves—huge showy plumes. It can actually be quite pretty. And it looks somewhat like corn.

Giant reed is a non-native grass. Monica McGarrity who studies aquatic invasive for Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
says its greatest impact occurs when it gets into areas along rivers and creeks.

18—They have these impacts because they’re able to outcompete the native plants and push them aside, 
displace them. And when we’re talking especially about riverside, riparian areas, along our creeks – diversity 
of native plants is really important to the wildlife, and for maintaining the overall health of the community.

When giant reed displaces native plant communities, the result is reduced habitat quality.

17— It reduces quality for birds and other wildlife. And then it can start to— over time – have impacts on the 
stream itself, and reduce the habitat that’s available to the aquatic community, and make it more homogenous, 
more the same throughout. Rather than having diverse pools and riffles and habitats that they need.

Monica McGarrity returns tomorrow to tell us how not to try and remove this plant from our property.

How NOT to Manage Giant Reed

Tuesday, May 17th, 2016

How would you deal with grass that’s gotten out of hand? Mow it? That works for turf grass, but not the 
invasive non-native grass called Arundo Donax, or giant reed.

It’s very tall—grows up to about 30 feet. 

Not only is mowing nearly impossible, but using a machete or anything that breaks this gargantuan grass into 
pieces is ill-advised, says Monica McGarrity, who studies aquatic invasive for Texas Parks and Wildlife.

The way that this plant reproduces is by the canes—especially when they’re cut—by folks mowing or by nutria 
eating them. They spread downstream and they re-root and create new plants. It does spread by its rhizomes, 
but it can travel long distances if you cut it, mow it, and fragments get into the creek. Each fragment can create 
a new plant.

Its invasive nature is evident along rivers and streams; it outcompetes native plants and disrupts habitat. In 
addition, it’s a thirsty plant – not good for drought-prone Texas.
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It uses a lot of water. It’s been shown to reduce flows, and it can cause a lot of erosion, and that can reduce the 
water quality in the stream. So, lots of ways that it can have a big impact on the system.

So what is the best way to manage giant reed? Monica McGarrity has the answer on tomorrow’s show.

Learn more about giant reed at texasinvasives.org.

Best Management of Giant Reed

Wednesday, May 18th, 2016

Arundo Donax, or giant reed, is an invasive plant found along rivers and creeks. While it spreads through 
underground rhizomes, it can also multiply when cane fragments travel downstream.

You cut it, you mow it, you get fragments into the creek—each fragment can create a new plant.

This is why mowing or otherwise breaking up the cane is ill-advised. Monica McGarrity who studies aquatic 
invasive for TPW, says of the methods used to manage giant reed, herbicides are most effective.

We do use herbicides that are labeled for aquatic use. We take extreme care to minimize overspray, and any 
damage to non-target plant; we just be really selective when we hit the Arundo. And then, that allows the canes 
to die and remain in place. So, we’re not destabilizing the entire riparian area.

When the canes die, they provide protection for emerging native plants.

So, when you have young, native plants that start to come up, then deer and things are going to come out and 
munch on them. So these canes kind of create a nursery area to allow them to come back. And so that’s really 
important. Planting the natives alone [without first using herbicides], they haven’t evolved to compete with this 
huge, vigorous invader.

Landowners are vital to managing this invasive plant. Find out why on tomorrow’s show.

Landowners Key to Controlling Giant Reed

Thursday, May 19th, 2016

Arundo donax, or giant reed, isn’t all bad. In some parts of the world it’s used as a biofuel, and even to make 
reeds for woodwinds. In Texas, where it covers a half million acres of land, it’s a pest. This non-native cane 
doesn’t provide food or nesting habitats for wildlife – but outcompetes native plants that do. Plus it disturbs 
aquatic ecosystems along riparian areas where it grows. TPW works with landowners in affected areas to 
manage the species.

These are private waters and landowners are able to come in and tell us what problems they’re seeing with the 
arundo, how it’s affecting them. They’re out there to monitor over time—let us know when they see native plants 
coming back, or if they see any re-sprouting popping up.

Monica McGarrity, with Texas Parks and Wildlife, says strategies used to manage the pest include: Pull. Kill. 
Plant. Pull up young plants, use EPA approved herbicides to kill mature plants, and repopulate with native 
vegetation. It’s worked in the Nueces River Basin.

So we’ve been working in the Nueces River Basin with the NRA for a number of years to manage arundo. And 
it’s been rather effective. There’s a huge partnership that includes landowners and a variety of techniques to 
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manage the arundo and to replant some native plants. And now we’re able to expand this into the Pedernales 
Basin and into the Blanco River as well.

Monica McGarrity returns to talk about that tomorrow.

Managing Giant Reed in the Texas Hill Country

Friday, May 20th, 2016

Arundo Donax—or giant reed—may not be public enemy number one, but this non-native grass, which covers 
an estimated half million acres in Texas, shows up on Parks and Wildlife’s most (un)wanted list.

This is an invasive plant—especially when it gets into areas along rivers and creeks. 

Monica McGarrity studies aquatic invasives for Texas Parks and Wildlife, and says thanks to recent increased 
legislative funding, the agency can expand management efforts of arundo to the Hill Country.

One of the reasons why we’re focusing on the hill country is because these are some of the headwaters areas, 
they’re really important, for some of our native fishes that are imperiled; including our state fish—the 
Guadalupe bass. And when it gets into these narrow streams and creeks and headwaters, it can just have some 
devastating impacts.

Such as bank failure, decreased water quality, and habitat disruption. McGarrity says the plan includes using 
EPA approved herbicides and revegetating banks with native species.

This project seeks to manage the arundo to minimize impacts on these imperiled fishes, and improve habitat 
quality and diversity and support these conservation initiatives.

Learn more about Arundo donax at texasinvasives.org.

Birding from Fifty Yards Away

Monday, May 23rd, 2016

The Texas Gulf Coast buzzes with bird life year-round. And while it’s tempting to get close to them when 
visiting the beach…

Fish, swim and play from fifty yards away. It’s an idea that we want to relay to folks.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford says this slogan is a catchy reminder to keep your 
distance from our feathered friends.

Especially in the nesting season. You want to keep your distance when you’re fishing, birdwatching, boating—
keep fifty yards between you and the birds.

Fifty yards is considered a safe distance so that you don’t spook birds from their nests.

When people get too close they notice—oh, all the adults are flying off the nests. And the hot sun cooks the little 
nestlings. Well, that is bad stuff.

Cliff adds that while it may be fun to bring your dog to the beach, keep it fifty yards away and on its leash.
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That dog might love running after those flocks of birds, but in migration, some of those birds like red knots, 
could have flown hundreds and hundreds of miles and that’s their resting spot. That’s their refueling spot. And 
that’s disruptive on a bird during its long journey. So, keep the dog leashed, and remember to fish, swim and 
play at fifty yards away.

Get to Know Purtis Creek State Park

Tuesday, May 24th, 2016

Popular among residents of Dallas, Tyler and Houston, Purtis Creek State Park, 15-hundred acres of east 
Texas splendor, offers visitors a scenic and peaceful getaway.

When they first roll up, they’re going to see a beautiful hardwood forest that’s interspersed with some little 
savannah grassland.

Now that’s how to set a relaxing mood. Mendy Davis is park superintendent. She says the park offers 
camping—primitive or with amenities—a children’s play area, a swimming beach, miles of hiking trails, and 
plenty of catfish, crappie and bass in their 35 acre lake.

The lake was actually built as an experimental bass fishing lake. Our black bass are catch and release only 
because we’re trying to grow the larger size fish. So, if they have to throw back the black bass, are there fish 
there that they can take and maybe cook at the campsite? The crappie, as long as they are ten inches. You can 
only take five catfish a day, but they can be any size. That was created so that any child that catches their first 
catfish can take it home if they want to.

We talk more about this gem of an East Texas state park tomorrow, including volunteer opportunities.

We’re kind of looking for that birding person who wants to come out and lead a birdwatching hike for us.

That and other opportunities at Purtis Creek State Park tomorrow.

Volunteer at Purtis Creek State Park

Wednesday, May 25th, 2016

If you like giving back to your community, and live near Purtis Creek State Park in east Texas, you’re in 
luck.

We have volunteers that help us in many different ways here.

Mendy Davis is superintendent of the park, located in Eustace, just down the road from the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center in Athens. Davis says Purtis Creek SP relies on volunteers.

Our park is not staffed to completely operate on its own. And, to be able to offer the interpretive programs that 
we provide here in the park, as well as the events, it requires additional outside assistance.

In addition to its onsite park host position, interested persons will discover a wide variety of volunteer 
opportunities available at the park.

We have other volunteer opportunities to come and assist with our interpretive programs. We teach basic canoe 
and kayaking…night sounds…night hikes…nature hikes. So, we have many volunteers who just join us for a 
specific hike that is something that they want to do. Or if they happen to have interest in birding. That’s one 
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area that we don’t have anyone trained in at this time. So, we’re looking for that birding person who wants to 
come out and lead a birdwatching hike for us.

Whether you’re skilled in paddling, hiking, fishing, biking or birding you can share your knowledge with others 
at Purtis Creek State Park. Check out the volunteer page on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Popular and Abundant — Rethinking Catfish

Thursday, May 26th, 2016

Largemouth bass may be the gold standard when it comes to freshwater fish in Texas, but catfish are a close 
second.

We’ve done a lot with regards to the management of largemouth bass. And we figure, catfish are going to meet 
the needs of a new generation of anglers across the state; and there’s a lot we can do to manage for catfish and 
make fishing even better than it is right now.

Dave Terre is chief of fisheries management and research at Texas Parks and Wildlife. Catfish are abundant and 
adaptable to Texas’ changing environmental conditions.

We think catfish will be a good match for our changing environmental situations that we have both in our 
reservoir environments and our river environments in Texas. And we think we can manage those populations to 
meet those changing environmental conditions.

Dave Terre says catfish management takes many forms.

Stocking fish is a good way to increase opportunities for people catching more fish. We can also manage with 
fishing regulations. Fishing regulations allow us to control numbers and sizes of fish that are harvested. We can 
also manage fish habitats to improve populations in a number of different ways. As fisheries managers, there’s 
all sorts of things we can do with catfish to make fishing opportunities better in Texas going forward.

The impact of the new management plan on anglers. That’s tomorrow.

New Catfish Management Plan

Friday, May 27th, 2016

Catfish are more adaptable to changing environmental conditions than other game fish, are popular among 
anglers, and are good eating. For those and other reasons, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commissioners 
approved a new Catfish Management Plan earlier this year. Dave Terre.

The first step in this plan was to go to our anglers and ask them what they want for the future of catfish angling 
in Texas. And we took their opinions and their needs and desires for catfish fishing in the future, and we tried to 
look to see what we could do with our catfish populations to make fishing better for them.

Terre is chief of fisheries management and research at Texas Parks and Wildlife. Stocking, habitat management, 
and regulations, are among the tools they’ll use to implement the plan. In addition, he says, they’ll bring fish to 
the fishermen.

People want good, quality fishing opportunities close to home. So, what we strive to do is to use catfish to 
create good catfish fishing opportunities on smaller, public water bodies in major metropolitan areas close to 
where people live in cities. So, look for us [to be] doing more of that in the future.
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Find the complete catfish management plan on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

All these strategies have been confirmed with our anglers as things tht they want us to do. So, for the next 
decade or so, this is the direction that we’ll be moving with our catfish program.

Firearm Safety

Monday, May 30th, 2016

Firearm safety should be every gun owner’s top priority.

Firearm safety really revolves around four main things, and that’s the primary rules of shooting safety or 
hunter safety.

Steve Hall is hunter education coordinator at Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says the first rule of firearm safety is 
to have your gun pointed in a safe direction at all times.

Number two is, check the action and make sure it is unloaded. That’s the rule of treating every firearm as if it 
were loaded. Number three is keeping your finger outside of the trigger guard. And then number four is be sure 
of your target. What is in front of and beyond.

Hall says if there is one rule that gun owners break most often it is muzzle control.

There are a lot of folks who just unknowingly point the firearm in an unsafe direction. Whether they’re walking 
next to their buddies, or pulling a firearm out of a vehicle, or putting it into a vehicle—or even inspecting it in 
the home. Maybe when they’re cleaning the firearm.

Learning and practicing the four rules of firearm safety will prevent accidents in the field and at home. Need 
help? Find a hunter education class near you when you log onto the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife Restoration program supports our series and works to increase shooting sports and hunting in 
Texas.

TPW TV – A Look Back at Texas Swimming Holes

Tuesday, May 31st, 2016

Over the three decades the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV show’s been airing, the name and its personnel have 
changed, but one thing remains — it delivers the best of Texas to you. Next month the series revisits a story 
from 1990 featuring Central Texas Swimming holes, many of which, like Krause Springs near Spicewood, 
offered more than mere recreation.

Years ago I was baptized here on this place.

Barton Springs—in Austin—one of the largest natural spring-fed swimming holes in Texas, has long been the 
subject of enjoyment and controversy. In this same segment, the series followed the heated debate concerning 
how development would affect the springs.

We need stronger protection in our watershed. In our inner city. You must find all the causes of pollution and 
treat them. You will represent all the city of Austin, and don’t get caught up in the cause celeb of the moment. I 
think without water, we will not have life. With all due respect, I cannot get away from the feeling that the new 
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ordinance, as proposed is simply a no growth ordinance. It is very simple: if you build over the aquifer, you will 
pollute our water supply.

Although the segment on Central Texas swimming holes is more than a half century old, the issue is timeless. 
Catch it the week of June 5th on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS. Check your local listings.

Texas Passport June 2016

Ask a Game Warden: Jurisdictional Differences

Wednesday, June 1st, 2016

Game Wardens and State Troopers are state peace officers; although assigned to specific areas, they enforce 
laws and regulations wherever needed statewide.

Sharon Cundiff of Williamson County contacted us to ask about the difference between Wardens’ and 
Troopers’ jurisdictional areas. We reached out to Game Warden Travis Porter, in Tarrant County, to help sort 
things out.

43—One of the main differences between State Troopers and Game Wardens are that Game Wardens have the 
added ability to enforce wildlife and natural resource rules and regulations throughout the state as well. Game 
Wardens are the law enforcement off the pavement. Most of the time, we get off the roadway, and that’s where 
we enforce most of our rules and regulations. Texas Law grants us the ability to enforce those laws anywhere 
wildlife lives, roams, or can be found—with a few limitations. These laws are designed so that we can enter 
private and/or public property to enforce hunting, water safety, natural resource laws and regulations, when 
the situation is called to do so. Game Wardens use these abilities to promote and regulate safety among those 
who are fortunate enough to be able to enjoy the outdoors, and to help conserve natural resources for future 
generations. 

Click on the Contact Us link at passporttotexas.org to submit your Ask a Game Warden question.

Lone Star Law featuring Texas Game Wardens airs on Animal Planet Thursdays at 9 p.m. CT.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation supports our series and helps keep Texas wild with the support of 
proud members across the state. Find out more at tpwf.org.

How to Humanely Dispatch a Fish

Thursday, June 2nd, 2016

Like to fish? Then you should know this Saturday, June fourth, is Free Fishing Day in Texas.

People don’t need a fishing license to fish on that first Saturday in June.

Great news, right? Texas Parks and Wildlife aquatic training specialist, Caleb Harris, says everyone can fish 
free in state parks with fishing opportunities any day, but Free Fishing Day opens all public waters for your 
angling pleasure. Harris says when you reel in a fish you intend to keep, there is a humane way to dispatch your 
catch before it becomes dinner.

Most people say that the kindest way to care for a fish that you want to keep [for dinner] is to put it on ice as 
fast as possible.
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The cold temperature, says Harris, causes the fish’s bodily functions to slow down…way down.

The ice will anesthetize it; it’ll be virtually painless at that cold temperature; the fish will get cold and will 
slowly pass. So, yeah. If you have a boat, and you have the ability to bring an ice chest, you know—catch the 
fish—if you intend to keep it, make sure it’s a legal size, and put it right on ice.

When you get the fish home, you’ll want to immediately filet it and either cook it up right away, or freeze it. 
Find a video on how to filet fish, and a link to information on the best way to freeze fish at passporttotexas.org.

National Fishing and Boating Week

Friday, June 3rd, 2016

Experience the thrill of reeling in a fish, or the joy of boating with family and friends during National Fishing & 
Boating Week, June 4 through 12th.

We’re going to encourage people to get out on the water.

Frank Peterson is President and CEO of the Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation, a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to increase participation in fishing and boating.

By helping increase that participation, [we] build awareness for the need to conserve and protect our aquatic 
resources.

The way anglers and boaters help protect aquatic resources is by doing what they love to do.

By using the resource and buying equipment and buying licenses, putting fuel in their boat, registering their 
boat… there is excise taxes paid on that equipment that goes directly toward sport fish restoration.

Peterson says National Fishing and Boating Week kicks off in Texas and across the country on June 4th…and 
in Texas you can always fish free at State Parks.

A lot of states are starting to do that now, and we encourage that. Because the more people we can get fishing 
at a younger age, the more they’ll fish as an adult. And through participation they’re helping conserve that 
resource, and that’s very important so that resource is there for the future.

Go to takemefishing.org for more information.

The Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration Program supports our series.

Angler Legacy Program

Monday, June 6th, 2016

If you’re a seasoned angler, put your skills to good use.

We really encourage the avid angler to introduce fishing to at least one new person a year. And there’d be no 
better time to do that than during National Fishing and Boating Week…

https://www.tpwmagazine.com/digital/2014/fishing/files/44.html
http://passporttotexas.org/national-fishing-and-boating-week-2/
http://www.takemefishing.org
http://passporttotexas.org/angler-legacy-program/


National Fishing and Boating week is now through June 12th, and it’s a project of the non-profit Recreational 
Boating and Fishing Foundation, or RBFF. Frank Peterson is president and CEO. He invites anglers who are 
passionate about sharing the sport with others to join the Anglers’ Legacy Movement.

If they go to our website takemefishing.org, they can join the anglers’ legacy movement. We have over 213-
thousand ambassadors around the country who have taken a pledge to introduce fishing to someone new.

On average members of the Anglers’ Legacy movement introduce more than three new people to fishing each 
year.

Another interesting stat on our Ambassador program is that over 70% of the people they introduce to the sport 
are under the age of 18. So they’re helping to ensure the future of angling and boating in this country.

So introduce someone to fishing this week.

That would be a great week to just say, hey, I’m going to do something for young people; I’m going to do 
something for the sport.

Go to takemefishing.org for more information about the Anglers’ Legacy Movement. That’s our show for 
today… 

Statewide Wild Game and Fish Cooking Classes

Tuesday, June 7th, 2016

Cooking what you harvest can be intimidating for the new hunter. Of course, first thing is proper care in the 
field. And we have instructions for that on the Parks and Wildlife website. But in the kitchen? How do you coax 
the best flavor from these wild proteins?

If you haven’t eaten game, it does taste different than commodity meats, but that’s not a bad thing. Wildlife eat 
a diet more varied than domestically raised animals—and those flavor profiles show up in the meat. Because 
game is free range, the meat is naturally lean, and requires different preparation methods.

Before fall hunting season begins, sample and even try your hand at cooking wild proteins at the game and fish 
cookery classes at Central Market Cooking Schools, in collaboration with Texas Parks and Wildlife.

The cooking schools are in Austin, San Antonio, Houston, Fort Worth, Dallas, Plano, and Southlake. And 
classes are coming up in July, September and November. Most are hands-on, and each covers the best 
preparation methods for the featured game. You’ll learn recipes for quail, duck, venison, and wild boar, as well 
as fish and seafood.

A Parks and Wildlife representative will be on hand to talk about wildlife management and conservation, as 
well as public hunting lands, and how folks can get started hunting and fishing in Texas. Classes fill fast. Learn 
more when you log onto passporttotexas.org.

Get to Know Coastal Fisheries

Wednesday, June 8th, 2016

Texas Parks and Wildlife achieves its conservation and regulatory goals via input from its various divisions, 
including Coastal Fisheries.

http://www.takemefishing.org
http://www.takemefishing.org
http://passporttotexas.org/statewide-wild-game-and-fish-cooking-classes/
http://passporttotexas.org/get-to-know-coastal-fisheries/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/bays/ecosystemmap.phtml


We work mainly on the coast with saltwater fishing, conservation, habitat, wildlife, marine life – anything that’s 
along the coast.

Julie Hagen is social media specialist for Coastal Fisheries. Researchers from the division’s eight field offices 
do their work on the water.

They are going out into the bay systems, into the Gulf. And they’re monitoring our marine resources: the fish, 
the habitat… They’re constantly going out and doing surveys. And so, they’re testing the water for salinity; 
they’re gathering fish and different marine life, collecting their weight, their sizes, and their ages. We’re 
collecting all that data for a very large dataset that we use for marine monitoring resources.

Once collected, the data doesn’t languish on a spreadsheet collecting dust.

With all the data that we get, we can go back, and if we need to make any changes to the regulations—we can 
do that. For instance, we were seeing the flounder population decreasing over the past few decades. So, we 
made some changes, and we’re seeing the population go up.

Monitoring, surveys and adjusting regulations allows TPW to maintain healthy coastal ecosystems for all.

So, we’re constantly making sure that we have the right regulations in place so that we can still go out and fish, 
but that we’re also not harming the resource.

The Next Steps: Hunting 101 Classes

Thursday, June 9th, 2016

Would-be hunters born on or after September 2, 1971 must successfully complete a Texas Hunter Education 
training—where they learn firearm safety—in order to legally hunt. But the learning doesn’t have to stop there.

In our advanced hunter education efforts, [you’ll learn] everything from dove hunting, to deer hunting and 
turkey hunting—and all the kinds of hunting that goes on in Texas. You can learn more about the species, about 
its habits, behaviors. Where to go hunting and the time of year to go hunting for those species.

Steve Hall is hunter education coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife. Hunters have an opportunity to expand 
their understanding of the species they hunt.

We’re launching a Hunting 101 program that enables folks to really learn more about individual species or 
methods, such as bow hunting and muzzle loading.

The new Hunter 101 program will launch this summer.

We’ve been testing dove hunting 101, turkey hunting and hog hunting 101workshops already. So, we’re going 
to launch this summer 2016 –mostly for dove hunting, in preparation of the dove hunting season. And we’re 
doing that in partnership with the Texas Dove Hunter’s Association. All of these Hunting 101’s will be in 
partnership with conservation organizations. All of them, of which, are located in Texas as well.

Find hunter education information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

TPW TV 30th Anniversary – Wyman’s Camera

Friday, June 10th, 2016
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It’s been 30 years since the Texas Parks and Wildlife television series hit the airwaves.

My name is Richard Roberts, and I was executive producer of the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series from 1989 
to 2013.

Producers past and present are returning to the series all year to talk about their favorite stories.

And one of my favorite stories I worked on was an early story I did with photographer Wyman Meinzer. And he 
just sort of invited me into his world and let me participate in that.

[Wyman]: In this part of Texas, I can sort of see what it used to be like. It’s my only touch. It’s my only 
connection with Texas 100 years ago. It’s almost like, in another life—I was there. 

[Narrator]: As a young man, Wyman Meinzer began a search for that other life. In the early 1970s, he lived 
alone hunting and trapping. Making his living on the land. What he learned during that time, would serve him 
well in the years to come. [camera clicks] Today, Wyman Meinzer, makes his living with a camera. Specializing 
in the wildlife and landscapes of north Texas. [camera click]

View this vintage segment from the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS the week of June 12. Check 
your local listings.

Give Dad the Texas Outdoors for Father’s Day

Monday, June 13th, 2016

Few people on our gift giving lists are harder to buy for than our fathers. Most men don’t want friends and 
family to make a big fuss over them on special days – but we’re going to do it anyway, Dad. So get used to it.

On Father’s Day – June 19 — show Dad what he means to you by giving him the gift of the great Texas 
outdoors.

How do you do that? You could buy him a Texas State Parks Pass (which is really like a gift for the whole 
family); it allows Dad unlimited access to all state parks for a year, discounts on camping, as well as discounts 
at state parks stores.

You could take Dad on a picnic at a state park or natural area. We have suggestions for creating a memorable 
picnicking experience – including recipes to try out — at texasstateparks.org/picnic.

If your dad likes to get out on his own for some quiet time with nature – because let’s face it, you can be a 
handful – and doesn’t already have a limited use permit from Parks and Wildlife, getting him one gives him 
access to a million acres of public land in Texas, where he can hike, mountain bike, watch wildlife, fish, and in 
some cases do a little primitive camping.

Texas is a big state that offers a wide range of recreational opportunities. Doesn’t your dad deserve Texas?

Surveying Wildlife

Tuesday, June 14th, 2016

Wildlife biologists collect data on game and non-game species using field surveys. One survey method does not 
fit all species.
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For instance, deer surveys. We go out at night in the truck and spotlight for them. In that case we are looking 
for the animals themselves. There are other surveys that we do; for instance, otter surveys. In that case, it’s very 
rare to actually see an otter, and so we’re actually out there just looking for tracks and signs of otter.

Biologist, Heidi Bailey says they use the data to understand a species’ status and struggles; this includes 
threatened and endangered animals.

We want to determine if the populations are holding steady, or if we’re lucky, increasing, or if they’re on a 
decline we definitely want to know that as well.

Survey data on game species allow biologists to make recommendations regarding best management practices.

In some cases, it will help us to know if we need to change the bag limits. If we’ve got an over population of 
deer in a particular county and the density’s way too high for a healthy habitat, we may go ahead and increase 
the bag limit, or change season dates—we may lengthen the season or shorten the season. So, we’ve got a 
whole bunch of tools that we can actually manipulate the populations with based on the survey data.

More about wildlife surveys tomorrow.

Wildlife Surveys Support Species Management

Wednesday, June 15th, 2016

Wildlife biologists use data from field surveys to manage the state’s game and non-game wildlife populations.

One thing that’s important to remember is that we’re never going to count every single animal.

Biologist, Heidi Baily, says the public sometimes confuses “survey” with “census”. The latter implies a tally of 
all individual animals in a population. Instead, biologists look for trends.

We like to put it in context of the years behind us and look at it in relation to that. And determine what the trend 
is doing: are we on a steady incline; is the population decreasing; is the sex ratio improving? Things like that.

As the majority of the state is in private hands, landowners are encouraged to conduct wildlife surveys on their 
property.

We can actually go out there and teach them how to do surveys on their own property. Usually, when we go out, 
we have a look at their habitat, and we’ll visit with them about the things that they’re concerned about, and 
what they want to manage for. And then we can actually teach them ways to go ahead and monitor their own 
populations. They’ll forward the results of those surveys to us for any kind of habitat or population management 
recommendations.

Learn more about wildlife surveys on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Brush Piles for Backyard Birds

Thursday, June 16th, 2016

If you’re a suburban or urban bird lover who maintains an extremely tidy landscape, don’t be surprised if 
interesting birds don’t flock to your yard.

http://passporttotexas.org/how-wildlife-surveys-support-management/
http://passporttotexas.org/brush-piles-for-backyard-birds/


Yeah, tidy yards don’t always attract good birds. Wanted birds.

Cliff Shackelford is Texas Parks and Wildlife’s non-game ornithologist.

A lot of people have their golf course looking lawn and they just get great tailed grackles in some of these cities. 
But, what we recommend for urbanites is keep a little brush pile.

When you’re doing yard work, instead of sending fallen branches and deadwood, or cuttings from pruning trees 
or shrubs to the landfill, use them to create a sanctuary.

For some birds that like thickets and hiding places, those brush piles are good. And, also think about in the 
breeding season; there’s nest material that they can break off from those brush piles.

Don’t worry about your HOA—just keep the bush pile in the backyard away from prying eyes. And in rural 
areas, create habitat for thicket-loving birds by leaving shrubs and brush growing along fence rows.

There are a lot of birds that really like that cover. A lot of native sparrows and wrens and quail and thing that 
like the brushy edges. So, keep brush piles when you can and keep your fence rows brushy when you can.

The bigger the brush pile the better for the birds, but even a small brushy patch is better than nothing. That’s our 
show…

Ask a Game Warden with Brent Deen

Friday, June 17th, 2016

Texas Game Wardens are licensed peace officers who protect the citizens and natural resources of Texas.

It was a dream of mine to one day become one.

We reached out to Texas Game Warden Brent Deen, in Val Verde County, to answer a question from listener, 
Laura McKissack of Austin, who asked: “What draws people to this line of work?”

I grew up hunting and fishing, and I think I was around eight years old when I realized what a game warden 
was. Which was someone that my dad said was out there to protect our state resources, and allow future 
generations to be able to grow up and enjoy them. After being in the military for 8 years I was able to obtain my 
degree. My wife and I were stationed over in England, and we had our first son; I realized I didn’t want to 
deploy anymore and miss out on his life. So we talked about it and we decided [it was time] for me to get out 
and pursue my dream of being a game warden, which fortunately, I was able to get in my first time [applying to 
the Academy].

Game Warden Brent Deen is dedicated to his community and his career.

If any kids are thinking about being a game warden, just tell them to get in contact with one of their local game 
wardens; it’s definitely the best job in the world.

Go to passporttotexas.org, and click on the contact page and submit your question to Ask a Game Warden.

Buescher State Park

Monday, June 20th, 2016
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Located adjacent to Bastrop State Park, Buescher State Park in Smithville is home to towering pines, 
picturesque yaupons, deer, raccoons and even mountain lions.

We work as the Lost Pines Complex. And, we work hand-in-hand with our guests. If they come to Bastrop, 
they’re more than welcome to come to Buescher with their pass.

Adam Bain is site manager at this Central Texas getaway.

We have a scenic corridor; it’s a 12-mile road. A lot of that was burned with the wildfires in 2011, but people 
still like to take that road between the parks. They also use that for biking; we get a lot of bicyclists between the 
parks, and they use that road as a bicycling path.

Although lesser known than Bastrop, Bain says Buescher is a popular destination, offering camping, fishing, 
hiking and mountain biking—something not available at Bastrop.

It is very much a destination. Our revenue has increased over the past four years significantly. Ten to 15 
percent a year; that is a big increase. And where do the people come from who visit Buescher? We do get a lot 
of people from the Houston and Austin areas. And San Antonio as well—Boy Scout groups come from San 
Antonio. But mainly Houston and Austin.

Next time you’re traveling on Texas Highway 71 between Houston and Austin, Adam Bain invites you to drop 
by Buescher State Park. Currently the trails are closed due to the wildfire in October of 2015, with plans to 
have them open this August.

We’re off the road enough that people may not know we’re there. So, come out to Buescher; take in fishing, get 
on a kayak or go running and hiking on our trails.

Guns: Lock ‘Em if You’ve Got ‘Em

Tuesday, June 21st, 2016

Experienced hunters and gun owners understand the importance of firearm safety.

Basic firearm safety begins with firearm safety in the home.

Steve Hall, hunter education coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife, says Project Child Safe is a program that 
helps firearm owners maintain high standards of safety in the home.

It’s a long-standing program of the National Shooting Sports Foundation, and it provides free gun locks to 
anyone that needs to secure their guns in the home. So, we’ll be able to offer those through Hunter Education, 
through the Game Wardens, and through many outlets in Texas, because of a donation by the Cabela’s Outdoor 
Fund to the National Shooting Sports Foundation.

Hall says Parks and Wildlife will distribute free gun locks to parents when they become available later this 
summer.

We should be receiving locks this summer in preparation for the busy hunter education season starting late 
July-August. We’ll have information on those locks [on the website] once Texas parks and Wildlife Department 
receives them.
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Texas Parks and Wildlife offers hunter education classes throughout the year to help would-be hunters—and 
even non hunters—how to handle and store firearms safely.

Find Hunter Education classes on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Challenges of Dove Surveys

Wednesday, June 22nd, 2016

Field surveys are necessary when creating management strategies for game species. Some species are easier to 
survey than others.

Our dove surveys, for instance, have to be done under some pretty finite weather conditions.

Heidi Baily is a wildlife biologist in east Texas. Weather can put a damper on successful completion of surveys.

The winds can’t be blowing all that much. We don’t want to survey right before or after a rain, because it can 
affect the amount of birds that we see. So, sometimes it makes it tough to actually get them done.

But they do get done…along a 20 mile route.

We’ll get out there to the beginning of our survey line, about a half an hour before sunup. We’ve got a 20 mile 
route that we run—exactly the same way every year. As a matter of fact, some of the routes have been around 
for a couple of decades. At the start, we’ll get out of the truck, and we’ll sit, look and listen for three minutes, 
and we’ll record what we see or hear. Then we’ll drive a mile and we’ll do the same thing. And that process is 
repeated over the 20-mile route.

Although when we talked, the dove survey was a couple of weeks away, Heidi Baily said she wouldn’t be 
surprised if this spring’s violent weather impacts dove populations.

Doves build a really flimsy nest, so if you get a good hard wind, or some of these huge hail storms that we’ve 
been having, even though doves will re-nest—we might have low reproduction this year.

We’ll know more after biologists collect and analyze survey data.

Even Non-Hunters Buy Federal Duck Stamps

Thursday, June 23rd, 2016

Waterfowl hunters aren’t the only ones buying the federal duck stamp. Non-hunters across the state are 
spending $25 on the stamp to support conservation.

The federal duck stamp, which was never intended for postal use, is intended for wetland conservation.

Parks and Wildlife non-game ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford.

And even though it’s intended for duck hunters, it’s benefiting so many non-game birds. So, I recommend bird 
watchers and nature enthusiasts buy a duck stamp.

Hunting is only one way to use the stamp.
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It makes a great gift. And for yourself, it’s a great way to go visit National Wildlife Refuges, where there’s an 
entry fee. That duck stamp will get you and your carload of birdwatchers in for free.

The Aransas National Wildlife Refuge is the winter home of endangered whooping cranes. The land was 
purchased in 1937 with duck stamp money.

So, just three years after the inception of the duck stamp, it was used to buy the Aransas Refuge at a time when 
there were only about 15 whooping cranes left. Now we have a little over 300. And so many other birds benefit 
from the duck stamp. When we’re protecting wetlands for ducks, we’re also saving habitat for grebes and rails 
and common yellow throats, and lots of shorebirds, and lots of other things that are not game birds, but really 
benefit from wetland conservation.

Coastal Fisheries Gets Social (Media)

Friday, June 24th, 2016

Social media has improved Texas Parks and Wildlife’s ability to communicate with the public.

I think Social Media is just a great way to network and connect with people. 

Julie Hagen is the social media specialist for the Coastal Fisheries Division.

Right now we just have a Facebook page, and we also use the Texas Parks and Wildlife main [social media] 
pages to also get out some pictures and different videos that we’re doing. But, our Coastal Fisheries Facebook 
page is a great place for people to come and ask questions; we answer all your questions. Or, just [come by] to 
see what other people are doing. Tell a story. Like a picture. Send us your own pictures. If you catch a nice fish 
and you want to show it off, send it to us—we’ll post it on the page.

Visitors to the Coastal Fisheries Facebook page enjoy behind-the-scenes photos of researchers in action.

It’s fun to see what they do. They have very different jobs; they get to go out on the water every single day—
collect data. And it’s really interesting to see a different side of Texas Parks and Wildlife.

Julie Hagen encourages community among Facebook fans.

I want to create a community on Facebook where people can go and respond to other people’s comments. If 
they ask a question and an angler knows—‘Oh, where’s the best fishing spot in Rockport?”—well, I’d love 
someone in the Facebook community to come along and say: “Hey, I’m from Rockport. This is where I love to 
fish.’ Those interactions are my favorite because sure we can give you some ideas, but there’s so much 
knowledge people have on their own, and having a space for them to come and share that with other people is 
really important to us as well.

Control Breeding Sites to Control Mosquitoes

Monday, June 27th, 2016

Apply sunscreen this summer, and while you’re at it, apply products with DEET or essential oils that repel 
Aedes aegypti, a mosquito, suspected of spreading Zika virus.

It’s an introduced species, and it is most common around the eastern half of Texas.

http://passporttotexas.org/coastal-fisheries-gets-social-media/
https://www.facebook.com/TPWDCoastal/
http://passporttotexas.org/control-breeding-sites-to-control-mosquitoes/


Austin-based entomologist, Mike Quinn, says one way to lessen exposure to Aedes aegypti is based on the time 
of day you’re out and about.

The Aedes aegypti is a day biting insect, so it’s a little different [than other mosquitoes].

While reports of the virus in the US are travel related, pregnant women are encouraged to use caution, as zika 
has been linked to neurological issues in newborns. Quinn says the insects breed in standing water.

The Aedis isn’t a long distance flyer. So, controlling breeding sites on our property can be a very effective way 
to reduce the mosquito. And, it’s what we call a container breeding mosquito. And it’s in pots and barrels and 
toys and bottles; it can breed in a very small amount of water—a tablespoon or less even. But, it takes about a 
week under optimal conditions to go from egg to adult. So, doing a weekly cleanup of property—checking for 
water sources; changing out the birdbath water on a weekly basis is a good way to keep the population down 
locally.

Find links to more information about Aedes aegypti and the zika virus on the passport to Texas website.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation supports our series and helps keep Texas wild with the support of 
proud members across the state. Find out more at tpwf.org.

Zika Virus and the 2016 Olympics

Tuesday, June 28th, 2016

The Summer Olympic Games set for this August are causing some concern, as host country, Brazil, is the 
epicenter of a Zika virus epidemic.

We don’t really know when it came to Brazil. I think it was first identified in May 2015; it may have even 
started earlier than that.

The Aedes aegypti mosquito spreads Zika, which has been linked to birth defects in newborns when expectant 
mothers are infected. Austin-based entomologist, Mike Quinn, says reported cases of the virus in Texas are 
travel related only. And, if you plan to travel to Brazil for the Olympic Games—what precautions should you 
take?

The same precautions you would take here in Texas: wearing long sleeves, long pants, applying some mosquito 
repellent. But, if you’re pregnant, you mighty talk to your physician. And…ah…you know…they show most of it 
on TV, so there is that. So, assess your own risk and take precautions.

Using products containing DEET may prevent mosquitoes from landing on you for up to five hours.

But just wearing long sleeve shirts and long pants—you can just put a little mosquito repellent on the back of 
your hands, and the back of your neck so you can have a few exposed areas. So, you don’t have to put it all over 
your arms and legs and everything.

Citronella and Eucalyptus oils are also said to deter biting insects. Safe travels.

Firearms: Locked (up) and (un) Loaded

Wednesday, June 29th, 2016

If you own a firearm, you owe it your family and your community to keep it stored properly when not in use.

http://www.tpwf.org/
http://passporttotexas.org/zika-virus-and-the-2016-olympics/
http://passporttotexas.org/firearms-locked-up-and-un-loaded/


All firearms in the home should be locked, and separate from the ammunition; [the ammunition] preferably in a 
locked location as well.

Steve Hall, hunter education coordinator at Texas Parks and Wildlife, also says when not in use, always keep 
firearms unloaded.

 And so, [we want to] make sure that kids don’t do like we did when we were kids: “Oh, what’s this? Let’s load 
that, and let’s put this in there…” [These are] the kinds of things that you don’t want kids doing with firearms 
that lead to accidents.

Curious children have unintentionally harmed themselves and others with firearms supposedly “hidden” in 
dresser drawers, garages, under beds, and top shelves of closets.

The good news is, that because of hunter education and because of all the firearm safety taught by 
organizations like the NRA and the National Shooting Sports Foundation, accidents in the home have gone 
down. And so, there’s a safety record that’s a lot better than it was in the 60s and 70s; but still, one accident is 
too many. So, we’re trying to promote safety at all cost.

Owning a firearm is a full time responsibility. Always lock it up. Find more firearm safety tips and hunter 
education classes when you log onto the Texas parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife Restoration program supports our series and supports shooting sports and hunter education in 
Texas.

TPW TV – Helicopter Crash Survival Training

Thursday, June 30th, 2016

Texas Game Wardens always hone their skills; and in a segment airing the week of July 3, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife TV series on PBS takes you on their HUET training.

H-U-E-T. Stands for Helicopter Underwater Egress Training.

Producer, Bruce Biermann, says game wardens are not immune to the dangerous situations in which they often 
find themselves.

Our game wardens get into a lot of precarious situations whenever there’s flooding and they have to go out and 
rescue people. And part of their training is what to do if they, themselves, get in trouble. For example, the 
helicopter goes down over a body of water.

A controlled pool environment at NASA was the site of the training. Using multiple GoPro cameras, Biermann 
takes viewers into the helicopter-like structure, and under water with the game wardens.

I think I had six tiny little cameras on the game wardens’ helmets, all over the inside, on the outside. So, it 
really gave the viewer the effect of being in the water with them. So, when the unit flips upside down, you’re 
going upside down through the water with them. The audio…where it sounds like you’re above the water, and 
then gurgle…gurgle…when it goes underneath… So, it really takes the viewer deeper into what the game 
wardens are feeling when they’re training.

View this segment on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV show the week of July 3. Check your local listings.

http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-helicopter-crash-survival-training/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/


The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation supports our series and helps keep Texas wild with the support of 
proud members across the state. Find out more at tpwf.org.

http://www.tpwf.org

