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State Parks: No Fireworks in Parks

Monday, July 1st, 2013

You can go ahead and pack in just about anything you’ll need to enjoy your Fourth of July celebration at a state 
park—except fireworks.

06—It is illegal in Texas state parks…it is a Class C misdemeanor to possess fireworks in a state park.

Wes Masur is state park law enforcement coordinator at Texas Parks and Wildlife. Even the relatively benign 
sparklers, black cats, and bottle rockets are prohibited in state parks not only during the fourth of July…but also 
during the other 364 days of the year—and for good reason.

09—Within the state park system we have different types of wildlife and different types of grasses and we don’t 
want to get any type of forest fire started…people are there to enjoy the state parks.

And if it’s even half as dry this year as last year, the last thing anyone wants to do is cause a fire. While a few 
state parks do offer organized fireworks displays, such holiday pyrotechnics aren’t for everyone.

05—Some people don’t like fireworks…the noises that go along with that stuff—we just don’t allow it in the 
state parks.

For more information on which state parks offer public fireworks displays, log onto the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife website.

Support provided by Ram Trucks. Doing what’s right and good regardless of the degree of difficulty — takes 
guts. Those are the people who build Ram trucks. RAM.

TPW TV: Shooting Safety

Tuesday, July 2nd, 2013

Smart hunters make time to practice shooting before the season begins. The smartest hunters use proper safety 
gear. Learn more on the TPW PBS TV series this month. Series producer, Don Cash.

54 –We offer some advice on how to protect your eyes and how to protect your ears when you’re shooting. 

Good hearing and eye protection are a must when protecting the most vital of senses for our children: their 
sight and their hearing.

https://passporttotexas.org/state-parks-no-fireworks-in-parks/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/calendar/holidays
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/calendar/holidays
https://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-shooting-safety/


What you’ll see in this video is the proper way to keep your ears safe with either ear plugs or headset.

Whether you choose a flange type ear plug, or muff, or some variation of these: don’t go shooting without 
proper hearing protection.

And, cover your eyes with glasses… 

Eye protection is just as important as hearing protection in the shooting sports. Whether it’s common safety 
glasses, your prescription glasses, or commercially available shooting glasses, any of these will provide 
adequate, unobstructed sight protection during your shooting activities.

You can watch this the week of July 7th on the Texas parks and Wildlife PBS Television show. If you happen to 
miss it, we’ve got a YouTube channel, a lot of hunter education and hunter related videos there.

Thanks, Don.

Support provided the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program…funded by your purchase of fishing and 
hunting equipment and motorboat fuel.

Recreation: Paddling Trail Program

Wednesday, July 3rd, 2013

Paddling down a river, or on a lake, bay or bayou is great summer fun; yet, access to public waterways is a 
challenge in Texas.

04— Texas is definitely a private land state; more than 94% of our state is privately owned.

Shelly Plante, paddling trail coordinator, says Parks and Wildlife has an interest in granting people access to 
public waterways.

24— There are places where you can get in on a river to go canoeing or kayaking and you may not have 
another public access site for forty miles – which is far more than a day trip. And you are now stuck on a river 
overnight, or trespassing on private property. So, the paddling trails program allowed us the ability to really 
educate people where they could go paddling for short day trips, where — if they put in here, six miles 
downriver there’s going to be another public access site. You will be able to get out.

Communities along waterways apply to participate in the program; Texas has more than 50 inland and coastal 
trails suitable for all skill levels. Find them all on the paddling trail website.

11— The paddling trail website is great. There are maps for every single trail in the program. And they show 
you exactly where you’ll be able to put in to go canoeing or kayaking, and where you’ll be able to take out. 

On site kiosks provide additional information about conditions you might encounter while underway. 

That’s our show…with funding provided by Chevrolet, supporting outdoor recreation in Texas; because there’s 
life to be done.

https://passporttotexas.org/recreation-paddling-trail-program/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fishboat/boat/paddlingtrails/


Nature: What’s up With the Sargassum?

Thursday, July 4th, 2013

Every spring and summer, visitors to the Texas coast encounter piles of brown, wet, slimy vegetation lining 
Texas beaches.

02 – It’s a brown algae called sargassum.

Paul Hammerschmidt, with Coastal Fisheries, says sargassum may accumulate on tide lines for miles.

21 – It belongs to a whole group of plants that belong to the sargassum group. Most of those plants are 
attached to hard substrate – rocks, shells – that kind of thing. These particular species don’t attach to anything; 
they’re floating. They have little tiny gas bladders that help the plant float. So, periodically that breaks away 
and ends up on the Texas beach.

Sargassum originates in the Sargasso Sea, in the middle of the North Atlantic Ocean.

16 –…in a big floating gyre; a gyre is a big eddy. And this particular sea has no shoreline at all – no land 
shoreline. It’s surrounded by four different ocean currents that keep that seaweed trapped in this one particular 
area.

Yet, tons of sargassum escape and end up on Texas shores. 

13 – Changes in the currents; winds and storms can occur in the area, and sections of it actually break off and 
get into the main currents. Those main currents will bring them into the gulf and eventually onto the beaches.

Tomorrow: the value of sargassum.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish restoration program supports our series.

Nature: The Value of Sargassum

Friday, July 5th, 2013

The arrival of brown colored algae, called sargassum, to Texas beaches is nearly as predictable as the return of 
the swallows to Capistrano, but not as welcome.

07 – It shows up on the beach, late spring through early summer, and it can be a nuisance to your average 
partygoer.

Paul Hammerschmidt, with Coastal Fisheries, says tons of it washes up on the Texas coast from the North 
Atlantic, hindering beachgoer access to the water. Yet, sargassum is far from being a mere nuisance. It provides 
habitat for other living things.

13 – There are many animals that only live in the sargassum weed in the Sargasso Sea. It also is a nursery area 
for a whole lot of game fish like Mahi Mahi, Marlin, Sailfish, that type of thing.

https://passporttotexas.org/nature-whats-up-with-the-sargassum/
https://passporttotexas.org/nature-the-value-of-sargassum/


On shore, Hammerschmidt says beachcombers discover shells and sea beans in the slimy tangle, as well as live 
animals. Cities and counties that obtain permits may move the seaweed to help rebuild sand dunes. If you get a 
hankering to bring home some Sargassum, it does make a good garden fertilizer – with one caveat.

07 – One thing you really do have to do is rinse the saltwater off of it. You don’t want that saltwater in your 
garden; that’s just not healthy for your garden.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series, and funds the work of saltwater fisheries 
in Texas.

TPW TV: Franklin Mountains Bike Trails

Monday, July 8th, 2013

Catch a segment on the Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS TV series that puts you in the seat of a mountain bike on 
the trails at Franklin Mountains State Park: Producer Abe Moore.

48 – I went out there, and didn’t know what to expect as far as Franklin Mountains. But it’s actually mountains 
with hardcore mountain biking trails right in the city limits of El Paso. 

Within city limits, this entire park here is about 26-thousand acres; over a hundred miles of trails from 
beginners on up to advanced.

And there’s some really technical trails there if that’s what you’re looking for. What does that mean? 
Technical is like serious drop in elevation, single track, with some turns and some moves to the left and moves 
to the right. They have that there. 

You don’t even get a chance to just sit back and just peddle and relax; you’re always having to think about 
something: not to hit the rock, not to hit the cactus, not to fall off the cliff.

Danger Will Robinson. 

Yeah, it was definitely an adrenaline rush going in. Some of the guys that I talked to when I went out there. You 
could see they were big burly guys; the ladies, too, for that matter. They could handle their business when it 
comes to mountain biking. 

Thanks, Abe.

This show airs the week of July 14 on PBS stations; check your local listings.

Conservation: The Rules of Frogging

Tuesday, July 9th, 2013

Have you ever been frogging? 

https://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-franklin-mountains-bike-trails/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/franklin-mountains
https://passporttotexas.org/conservation-the-rules-of-frogging/


06 — It’s what we call when you just get out at night and you start listening for frogs and see what’s living out 
there around you. 

Lee Ann Linam coordinated Texas Amphibian Watch for Parks and Wildlife. Frogging involves volunteers who 
collect information on amphibian species they hear.

10 — When we suggest that folks do something kind of unusual like that, we like to give them some guidelines to 
keep them safe, and to keep the frogs safe, and to respect the rules around them. So, that’s what the rules of 
frogging are for. 

Volunteers must obtain permission before accessing privately owned land. Of utmost importance is the safety of 
the amphibians.

23 — Amphibians are sensitive to things like insect repellents that contain deet, which many of them do. Things 
like sunscreen and other chemicals that might be on your hands. And so we always say to people, before 
handling frogs, make sure that you wash your hands, keep your hands moist. And then the other thing we say is 
to go ahead and wash up afterwards because some frogs have compounds on their skin that protect them from 
being eaten.

And those compounds can be irritants. We have a link to the complete rules of frogging at passporttotexas.org.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series… and provides funding for diverse 
conservation project throughout Texas. 

TPW Magazine: August / September Preview

Wednesday, July 10th, 2013

It may be summer in Texas, but the August/September issue of Texas parks and Wildlife magazine is focused 
on fall. Editor, Louie Bond. 

61— Well, you know, there’s that hint of fall in the air in August nights, and certainly in September, and I think 
our two features in this fall issue are so appropriate. The first is about two incredible birders. Now, I 
participated in my first Great Texas Birding Classic this year, and it was very exciting, but it was nowhere near 
the caliber of these two guys: David Shackelford and Phil Rostron, who have each seen over 8-thousand birds. 
They are both in the top 10 lists of birders. And Russell Roe, our managing editor, writes a very compelling 
look at these two very different birders who have achieved this great milestone. And then, our own Dyanne Frye 
Cortez has taken on what I like to do. I remember when I moved to the country I went out and picked 
dewberries until my hands were purple and my legs were bleeding scratched. So, she shares with us the best 
way to harvest agarita, prickly pear, dewberries and Texas persimmons, and all those great wild Texas fruits – 
and what to do with them after you’ve harvested them. So, I hope you’ll go on a little fall outing with us and 
read this issue.

Thanks, Louie.

The August/September issue of Texas parks and Wildlife magazine is available on newsstand or by 
subscription. Learn more at tpwmagazine.com.

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/amphibian_watch/frogging_rules/
https://passporttotexas.org/tpw-magazine-august-september-preview/
http://www.tpwmagazine.com


Conservation: Texas Water Smart

Thursday, July 11th, 2013

Despite recent rains in some parts of the state, Texas continues to suffer from withering drought conditions, 
which could worsen as summer continues. 

While we can’t control Mother Nature, we can control our water use by developing water-conscious habits – 
especially when it comes to our lawns and gardens, where most home water use and waste occurs.

A new effort called Texas Water Smart provides water-conserving guidelines to help Texans reduce their water 
use. 

Texas Water Smart tips include: Water your lawn or garden in the morning when temperatures are cooler to 
minimize evaporation. Adjust sprinklers so you water only your lawn and not the driveway or street.

Use a broom instead of a hose to clean your driveway and sidewalk. Install a rain sensor on your irrigation 
system so it won’t run when it’s raining. When necessary, replace ornamental plants with water conscious 
varieties…and periodically check outdoor faucets, sprinklers and hoses for leaks.

These simple acts can save thousands of gallons of water annually for your household, and for Texas. Plus, it 
helps keep more money in your pocket…and that’s no drop in the bucket. More tips at texaswatersmart.com.

Support provided by Ram Trucks. Doing what’s right and good regardless of the degree of difficulty — takes 
guts. Those are the people who build Ram trucks. RAM.

Education: Project Wild

Friday, July 12th, 2013

Kiki Corry is the Project Wild Coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife.

10 – Project Wild is an environmental and conservation education program. It is nationally recognized and 
distributed internationally. And, Texas Parks and Wildlife is the sponsor here in Texas.

Corry trains the facilitators who make Project Wild training workshops available to teachers.

11 – Some of them are teachers. Some of them work for nature preserves or camps, and they want to be 
qualified to train their staff. They like to contribute to the environmental literacy of the public.

Not all educators taking the workshops are classroom teachers.

20 – Not necessarily just classroom teachers, but also people at preserves and zoos and museums—people who 
run summer camps. Because this is a very active curriculum, quite often the activities look like a game, but 
when they’re done properly, the participants in what looked like a game, come away with a much deeper 
understanding of different environmental concepts.

Learn how to include Project Wild in your curriculum on the Texas Parks and Wildlife.

https://passporttotexas.org/conservation-texas-water-smart/
http://www.texaswatersmart.com/
https://passporttotexas.org/education-project-wild/
http://www.projectwild.org/TexasCoordinator.htm
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/project_wild/


The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series and is funded by your purchase of fishing 
and hunting equipment and motor boat fuels. 

Birding: Big List Birders

Monday, July 15th, 2013

There are birders…and then there are birders.

15— Some birders can spend a lot of time and a lot of money and they’ll see maybe four thousand or five 
thousand birds in their lifetime. So, seeing eight thousand birds like these two people have, really requires very 
extensive amounts of travel where you’re going to every single corner of the globe. 

The two people are David Shackelford and Phil Rostron. Writer, Russell Roe, penned an article about the men 
for the August/September issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine.

He says these men rank among the top ten “big listers” worldwide. They have each seen and listed more than 8-
thousand bird species apiece.

08— There are about 10-thousand known species, and once you get up to those certain levels, it gets harder 
and harder to reach another level. 

Reaching new levels is not just harder, it is also more expensive… 

12—Phil Rostron says his cost per bird keeps going up Every trip he used to see maybe 200 new species on a 
trip, and now he’s lucky to see 20 new species on a trip. And he’s spending the same amount of money on the 
same type of trip.

More on big list birding tomorrow… Find this article in the August/September 2013 issue of Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Magazine.

Support provided by Ram Trucks. Doing what’s right and good regardless of the degree of difficulty — takes 
guts. Those are the people who build Ram trucks. RAM.

Birding: The Challenges and Rewards

Tuesday, July 16th, 2013

With enough time and money, dedicated birders can compile “life lists” (of species they’ve observed) 
numbering in the thousands.

11— Their lists are their life experiences. When they look through the list they can relive the incredible 
memories they’ve had traveling the world, going to exotic places, and seeing incredible things.

Russell Roe, managing editor of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine, wrote about “big listers” for the August / 
September issue. These folks exceeded the 8,000-bird level; only about two dozen people in the world can 
claim this accomplishment. Why so few? Chasing after the big list affects more than just the birder.

https://passporttotexas.org/birding-big-list-birders/
http://www.tpwmagazine.com
http://www.tpwmagazine.com
https://passporttotexas.org/birding-the-challenges-and-rewards/


11— You do hear tales of birders who spend months on the road, and miss their family’s birthdays and strain 
their marriages and everything else.

What motivates these people? Roe says for one subject in his article named David Shackelford, it was a chance 
encounter with a bird.

23— David Shackelford grew up at Pedernales Falls State Park, and he told the story of having this encounter 
with a Golden Cheeked Warbler. He was climbing up a cliff to get a closer look at a plant. And he heard a 
Golden Cheeked Warbler; it landed on his finger. He just had this incredible connection to this bird. To me, he 
was always trying to relive that connection by going out and trying to find all these birds in the world.

Read this article in the August/September 2013 issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine.

Foraging: The Wild Harvest

Wednesday, July 17th, 2013

Before grocery stores, humans acquired their sustenance directly from nature. Hunting was part of that culture. 

09— The other side of the culture, which is very ancient, is the gathering side. So, I wanted to do something 
about gathering and just let people know what’s out there for the taking.

Dyanne Cortez calls herself a gatherer. 

14— I started gathering when I was about 19, when I discovered wild mustang grapes. To me, it’s like this stuff 
is out there, and it’s almost an insult to Mother Nature if I don’t go make use of it.

She wrote an article for the August/September issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine about gathering and 
using wild Texas fruit. 

30—Well, the article focuses on persimmons, plums; we also cover prickly pears, agarita berries, and wild 
grapes. And dewberries – which are the wild blackberries that are found in odd little places. We talk about 
where to find them, how to harvest them, the best season to harvest, and how to clean and prepare them. And 
then we’re going to have a web extra that has recipes to get people started.

The dos and don’ts of gathering wild fruit tomorrow; Dyanne Cortez’ article is in the August / September issue 
of Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine.

Foraging: Stalking the Wild Harvest

Thursday, July 18th, 2013

Before trudging into the woods with dreams of foraging wild persimmons or mustang grapes, remember: leave 
some for the wildlife. 

09—When you’re a gatherer, it’s kind of like being a hunter: you should only take what you think you can use; 
although, I have been known to get fourteen gallons of wild grapes.

http://www.tpwmagazine.com
https://passporttotexas.org/foraging-the-wild-harvest/
http://www.tpwmagazine.com
https://passporttotexas.org/foraging-stalking-the-wild-harvest/


Dyanne Cortez writes about gathering and using wild Texas fruit for the August/September issue of Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Magazine.

15—Well, a lot of things grow in pretty wild places. So, you need to be aware of snakes; wear boots; be aware 
of your surroundings. You’re out in the field. There’s going to be sun; there might be poison ivy. You’re really 
out stalking the wild harvest.

Learn about edible Texas plants before going out; the Native Plant Society of Texas and the Ladybird Johnson 
Wildflower Center are great resources for that. Cortez, meantime, advises about where to find wild fruit.

24—It is not legal to collect any plant or plant part in a state park or a national park. It can be a challenge 
because you see this stuff in the parks and it’s very tempting, but you don’t do that. Go for private land; look in 
your own backyard. Ask your friends. It’s so much fun when it’s all done. It’s just really worth it, and it’s so 
neat to know what nature has to offer.

Dyanne Cortez’ article about gathering and using wild fruit is in the August/September issue of Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Magazine.

Recreation: Nature Tourism

Friday, July 19th, 2013

When you engage the outdoors — whether camping, paddling, bird watching, hunting, fishing, or any number 
of activities – you’re participating in nature tourism.

07— Nature tourism, quite simply, is going out and traveling based on natural resources.

Shelly Plante oversees Nature Tourism for Texas Parks and Wildlife.

16— Nature tourism in Texas is booming. Wildlife viewing has been skyrocketing; people are doing more and 
more bird watching, people are doing wildlife photography, camping at our state parks, hiking. We’ve become 
so urban that I feel people are really just looking for a way to reconnect with the outdoors.

Plante says city squirrels, pigeons and community pools just don’t cut it anymore for urban dwellers. That’s 
good news for people in rural communities.

20— These nature tourism opportunities give rural communities a way to step in, market themselves, make 
activities available and easy for people to do: everything from paddling trails and wildlife trails, to 
photography opportunities on private ranches. Texas has it all, and it is definitely great income for private 
landowners, and great for the income of local businesses.

Find nature tourism opportunities on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

That’s our show for today…with funding provided by Chevrolet, supporting outdoor recreation in Texas; 
because there’s life to be done.

Fish/Conservation: Artificial Reef Program

https://passporttotexas.org/recreation-nature-tourism/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/land/programs/tourism/
https://passporttotexas.org/fishconservation-artificial-reef-program/


Monday, July 22nd, 2013

All year long we’re highlighting milestones achieved by Texas Parks and Wildlife during its 50 year history as 
an agency. Today, we recognize the Artificial Reef Program. 

09— The program officially started in 1989 when the Texas Legislature tasked Parks and Wildlife to preserve 
marine life out in the gulf of Mexico.

Program leader, Dale Shively, says the Artificial Reef program started in earnest following approval of its 
management plan in1990. 

14—An artificial reef is an environment where we take man made materials like concrete and steel, ships and 
oil platforms…and position those within a reef area to mimic a natural reef environment.

Artificial reefs provide hard substrate otherwise lacking in the gulf. The materials immediately attract marine 
life.

16—In most cases, marine organisms will attach and create an ecosystem within a few days. In some cases such 
as oil platforms, those platforms have been out there for thirty some years. So, they’re pretty well covered with 
marine life before we do anything to them.

Artificial reefing benefits sport fishing and the Texas economy – that’s tomorrow.

The Sport Fish restoration program supports our series and is funded by your purchase of fishing equipment and 
motorboat fuel.

Fish/Conservation: Value of Artificial Reefs

Tuesday, July 23rd, 2013

We call outdated oil rigs, decommissioned ships and other materials placed in the Gulf of Mexico (where they 
become marine habitat) artificial reefs.

06— Smaller type of organisms will attach to that and begin the basics of a food web.

Dale Shively oversees the Artificial Reef program for Texas Parks and Wildlife. Small marine organisms — 
which are always in the gulf, but diffuse — become concentrated on reefed materials, which in turn attract a 
variety of fish species.

06— So, you’re basically giving the marine environment a base, or foundation to get started on.

Artificial reefs – in federal and state waters – create improved angling and diving opportunities; that brings 
dollars to coastal communities.

13—By creating artificial reefs, we’ve helped to increase those populations of marine life, and basically give 
divers and anglers more opportunities to experience those types of things out in the gulf.

These man made reefs will last for many decades, enhancing the ecosystem and angling for generations to 
come.

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/index.phtml
https://passporttotexas.org/fishconservation-value-of-artificial-reefs/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/overview.phtmlhttp:/


11— Unless they’re a migratory species, once fish and marine life have acclimated to that area, and start to 
reproduce, then they’ll stay there and will spend most of their life in that one particular area.

The Sport Fish restoration program supports our series and is funded by your purchase of fishing equipment and 
motorboat fuel. 

State Parks: Paddling Trails

Wednesday, July 24th, 2013

Texas is home to more than 50 inland and coastal paddling trails – some of which are in state parks.

10— We took one at Caddo lake last summer. It is a swamp-like creature. It is neat, though. And then, I’ve been 
down to some at the coast; those are nice down there, too.

Terry Rodgers is park superintendent at Inks Lake State Park in the Hill Country; arguably one of the most 
popular parks in the system. He says its 831 acre lake is not yet part of the TPW paddling trails system, but – he 
adds — that doesn’t leave would-be paddlers high and dry.

13— We stay busy at Inks trying to educate people. We have a canoe clinic, where actually we teach people 
how to paddle and then we take them out on a little interpretive tour of Devil Waterhole and some of the 
different areas there.

The paddling trails team is identifying potential trails on Inks Lake. Meantime, there are opportunities for 
paddlers of all skill levels to get on the water at this scenic park – day or night.

17— We have a program that is just really neat. We call it the moonlight paddle; we take people out at night. 
Those are for the more experienced canoers and kayakers. You have to be 18 years [old] and we prefer [you] to 
be experienced. And so, it is a blast; it’s very educational, too.

Registration is required for these paddling programs. 

Support provided by Ram Trucks. Doing what’s right and good regardless of the degree of difficulty — takes 
guts. Those are the people who build Ram trucks. RAM.

Conservation: Take Care of Texas

Thursday, July 25th, 2013

Country rocker, and native Texan, Kevin Fowler jumped at the chance to write and donate the jingle for the 
Take Care of Texas public service campaign.

09— You know, I’ve always been a big outdoorsman – a big hunter, a big fisherman – and I’m big into land 
stewardship and water conservation. Just Texas and the environment; and it just seems like the perfect fit.

https://passporttotexas.org/state-parks-paddling-trails/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fishboat/boat/paddlingtrails/
https://passporttotexas.org/conservation-take-care-of-texas/
http://takecareoftexas.org/


The campaign, from the Texas Commission on Environmental quality, with support from Texas Parks and 
Wildlife, encourages personal responsibility when it comes to conserving our natural resources.

09— You know, I’m a born and bred Texan. And I love Texas and I love Texas outdoors. And I think we should 
all do the best we can to take care of it, and pass it on for future generations.

Fowler recorded both a television and radio PSA for the campaign, which you can find on the Take Care of 
Texas website. The site provides helpful tips for conserving water, energy and reducing waste around the house 
and office.

09— [music] You’ve got to take care of Texas; it’s the only one we’ve got. For more tips on keeping Texas 
great, visit Take Care of Texas dot org.

Take the Take Care of Texas Pledge on Take Care of Texas dot org and receive a free Texas State Park Guide 
and a Take Care of Texas sticker in the mail.

Texas Outdoor Story: Michael Forstner

Friday, July 26th, 2013

An encounter with a rare Texas sea turtle inspired Texas State University Biologist Dr. Mike Forstner to pursue 
a career in the great outdoors.

52 – I can remember a day standing on a jetty just off of South Padre Island. We’d been fishing most of the day. 
As I stood on the jetty, and all of us have seen our coast in a situation like this, I realized that the water column 
had slowed down, the waves had slowed down and it had begun to clear. I saw a Kemp’s Ridley swim up ending 
an otherwise perfect day. I was 11 years old. Ultimately, I think that day led me forward to a career that I spend 
outside. That day was perfect. We caught fish, we had a good meal and I saw an animal that I knew was 
incredibly rare. It’s not just being outside, it’s knowing about the outside, and understanding it that brings you 
to the knowledge in which it’s one of the most important aspects of your life.

That’s our show for today…with funding provided by Chevrolet, supporting outdoor recreation in Texas; 
because there’s life to be done.

State Parks: Volunteering at Parks

Monday, July 29th, 2013

Texas State Parks rely heavily on volunteers.

07—Over the last several years it’s been pretty consistent; we clock about six hundred thousand hours of 
volunteer time.

And that’s just manual labor, says Lori Reiley, state park volunteer coordinator. Those 600-thousand volunteer 
hours translate into big savings for state parks.

http://takecareoftexas.org/community/i-pledge-take-care-texas
https://passporttotexas.org/texas-outdoor-story-michael-forstner/
https://passporttotexas.org/state-parks-volunteering-at-parks/


06— Our volunteers make up about a third of our workforce. So, we really couldn’t function as well without 
them.

Volunteers do everything from mowing lawns and scrubbing toilets to taking entrance fees and leading 
interpretive programs. Reiley says state parks encourage and welcome new volunteers.

16—We could always use their help. And while we get the occasional civic organization or nonprofit that wants 
to volunteer for service projects, we really could always use more individuals just on a regular basis to come 
out and volunteer in the parks.

Find out how you can volunteer at state parks on the Texas parks and Wildlife website.

That’s our show for today…with funding provided by Chevrolet, supporting outdoor recreation in Texas; 
because there’s life to be done.

We record our series at the Block House in Austin; Joel Block engineers our program.

Outdoor Education: Texas River School

Tuesday, July 30th, 2013

About twenty years ago, Joe Kendall and some of his friends decided to help protect Texas Rivers by getting 
people involved in their care.

05 –We started doing cleanups, and started the foundation with the idea of having an adoption program. 

Kendall is the founder and executive director of the Austin Chautauqua Foundation.

13 – We did festivals and Chautauquas—which is to combine entertainment and education and races. We ended 
up doing a program with some fifth graders, and we discovered that was probably the most rewarding thing for 
us; and we thought, also, for the rivers.

Rewarding for the rivers because the more people who know and love rivers, the more people there will be to 
protect them in the future. The Texas River School, borne of Kendall and company’s original idea, gets a 
diverse group of kids on the water.

23 – Fortunately, we have Texas Parks and Wildlife to thank for that. They have provided us with a grant every 
other year to take kids to the river that wouldn’t normally get a chance to go. They identify them as their non-
traditional constituents…people that don’t use the parks. And they see that’s the minorities, economically 
disadvantaged, females and at-risk kids. So, we target all those areas and have taken over four thousand 
through our discover the source program.

The source, in this case, is the spring that feeds Barton Creek in Austin. We’ll tell you more about River School 
activities tomorrow.

Outdoor Education: Wisdom from the River

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/involved/volunteer/spdest/
https://passporttotexas.org/outdoor-education-texas-river-school/
http://www.texasriverschool.org
http://www.texasriverschool.org
https://passporttotexas.org/outdoor-education-wisdom-from-the-river/


Wednesday, July 31st, 2013

The Texas River School in Austin takes kids in fourth through sixth grade, who come from under-served 
populations, on daylong river outings. Joe Kendall is program founder.

10 – We teach them how to canoe, and we go down river to the mouth of Barton Creek, and float up the creek, 
and then take the kids to the Splash Exhibit so they learn how an aquifer works and why it’s so important to 
take care of it. 

The Splash Exhibit is part of Austin’s Barton Spring’s Pool, named for the spring that feeds it. The school also 
teaches kids to snorkel to enrich the experience.

11 – So, they hopefully can dive to the bottom of the pool and feel the source of the aquifer and understand that 
creates the pool, the creek, the river… So, they can get an appreciation of where the water comes form.

The program is open to kids of all abilities. Kendall says it’s not just important to get kids outside, he says it’s 
vital to help kids develop a life-long love affair with rivers.

05 – There’s only one word that’s in more song titles than the word River, and that’s the word love.

Start your love affair with rivers at the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Fisheries: Galveston Bay Estuary

Thursday, August 1st, 2013

If you’re looking for a way to cap off your summer or kick off your fall, a fishing trip to the coast may satisfy 
that craving. 

04— Fishing is phenomenal on the Texas coast in the late summer and early fall.

Bill Balboa is a fisheries biologist for the Galveston Bay system – a great place, he says, to cast a line.

18— It’s the largest estuary on the Texas coast, and we have a real diversity of fish species; they run anywhere 
from blue catfish, which are freshwater species – because there’s a lot of river flows into the bay – all the way 
to spotted sea trout, tarpon, red drum, black drum, and the other saltwater species you see farther down the 
coast. So, it’s a very diverse environment.

Here’s the best part: you’re not going to need a boat to get the most out of a fishing trip to the Texas coast. 

17— Absolutely not. And that’s a really good point, because in the summertime and the early fall, there’s a lot 
of really good fishing all up and down the Texas coast – specifically on the beach. Prevailing winds that blow 
all spring and summer calm down a bit, and so the water along the beachfront improves, and the fishing is 
phenomenal. 

Bill Balboa says fishing in the bays is like opening packages at Christmas – you never know what you’ll find. 
Everything you need to know to fish in Texas is at the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Hiking: The Northeast Texas Trail

Friday, August 2nd, 2013

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/calendar/paddling
https://passporttotexas.org/fisheries-galveston-bay-estuary/
https://passporttotexas.org/hiking-the-northeast-texas-trail/


When Railroad companies retire sections of track, some extend their rights-of-way to public or private entities, 
which convert the corridor into recreational trails; considered by some to be long, narrow parks.

Journalism student, Cameron Dodd, hiked much of the 130 mile Northeast Texas Trail earlier this year. Once 
owned by Santa Fe Railroad, the trail – still in development – stretches from Farmersville, north of Dallas, to 
New Boston, just west of Texarkana.

07— There are parts of it that are overgrown, and parts of it that some landowners have blocked off; they were 
just kind of impassable.

Dodd traveled solo carrying a backpacked filled with camping gear and provisions…but company was never 
far.

10— I met a lot of nice people along the way. I took help when I needed it; wound up spending the night in a 
cabin of someone I met in Ladonia, and accepting some rides when the trail was impassable.

The trail took him through small towns and open vistas. And along the way, he picked up a traveling 
companion.

17 — Yeah, this dog showed up one night when I was heating up some beans in Ladonia; he didn’t have any 
tags on him, and nobody seemed to know whose dog it was, and he kept following me, so…next morning I was 
walking off to Wolf City, the next town. The dog just followed me, so I just kept him around; he was good 
company. 

Cameron checked the dog for a microchip, and finding none, gave this dog a home. Cameron Dodd’s article on 
the Northeast Texas Trail appears in the October issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine. 

Hunting: Big Time Texas Hunts

Monday, August 5th, 2013

Big Time Texas Hunts offers hunters a chance to win any of eight premium hunt packages on some of the finest 
private ranches and prime wildlife management areas in the state.

09 —We bill it as once in a lifetime type of hunts. [We have] Really great hunting packages for deer, and birds, 
and waterfowl, alligator…

Money from the sale of entries supports wildlife conservation in Texas. Linda Campbell is program director for 
Private Lands and Public Hunting at Parks and Wildlife.

13 — These are fully guided hunts, and so everything is provided: lodging and food; all the guiding is also 
provided. You just have to get yourself to the location. But other than that – everything is taken care of, 
including the taxes on the hunt, itself. 

You can buy as many entries for each hunt package as you like. Entries cost $9 online or $10 by phone, mail or 
retail. Deadline to enter is October 15. Most Big Time Texas Hunt packages permit winners to bring along a 
friend to share the experience.

16— The Whitetail Bonanza, for example. The Exotic Safari – you can bring hunting companions with you. The 
Grand Slam, which is the hunt for the premier big game animals in Texas – pronghorn, big horn sheep, mule 
deer and whitetail – you can bring a non-hunting companion on that one.

https://passporttotexas.org/hunting-big-time-texas-hunts/
https://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/hunt/


And new this year to Big Time Texas Hunts is the opportunity to hunt…

02 — Big, mean-looking hogs in East Texas…

More tomorrow. We receive funding from Chevrolet, supporting outdoor recreation in Texas; because there’s 
life to be done. 

Hunting: Big Time Texas Hunts Goes Hog Wild

Tuesday, August 6th, 2013

Feral hogs are responsible for extensive wildlife habitat destruction. 

02 — Certainly it is a resource issue in Texas.

Linda Campbell is program director for Private Lands and Public Hunting at Parks and Wildlife. The 
destructive nature of wild hogs is just one reason why these non-native mammals are new on the menu for this 
year’s Big Time Texas Hunts…

22 —…[it’s] called the Wild Hog Adventure…. And so we thought, ‘Well, you know — let’s try this.’ Let’s offer 
a package where people get a great hunting adventure with wild hogs in East Texas. We’ve got a great operator 
that’s going to run this hunt for us. And so I think this is going to be a great, fun hunt, and an opportunity to 
hunt our big, mean looking hogs in East Texas.

There are eight premium hunting packages offered in all. Entries are $9 online or $10 by phone, mail or retail. 
Deadline is October 15. And buying an entry is a win for wildlife conservation in Texas.

19— The money is used to support wildlife habitat and conservation throughout the state, and it also goes to 
support public hunting opportunities on our wildlife management areas. And [it supports] other types of 
conservation and habitat work. You’re donating to a good cause that really is very important to the support of 
the work we do in the wildlife division.

Conservation: Funding Conservation in Texas

Wednesday, August 7th, 2013

To legally hunt and fish in Texas, you need a license; and the money you spend on them supports habitat 
conservation and game management. That’s win-win, says Tom Newton, who oversees licensing at Parks and 
Wildlife.

15— The revenue that we get from the licenses goes a long ways to supporting the operations of fishery 
programs and wildlife programs that help preserve what you’re harvesting. So, it all goes back in to the hunting 
and fishing activities for our customers.

Recreational anglers and hunters may begin renewing their licenses as early as August 15…and there’s a variety 
from which to choose.

27— There’s different categories of fishing: freshwater, saltwater, all water. Hunting – you can get your basic 
deer hunting license; or you can add endorsements to it to hunt migratory birds. We have different combination 
licenses tailored to those different activities – they just group them in packages – but the best license that we 

https://passporttotexas.org/hunting-big-time-texas-hunts-goes-hog-wild/
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have is the super combo, which includes all activity – all bird hunting all deer hunting, all types of fishing…and 
it’s the best bargain for the price of 68 bucks. 

Some changes may be ahead for a certain group of licensees. Learn more tomorrow. 

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series and provides funding for private lands and 
public hunting programs in Texas.

Fishing: Fishing License Changes on the Way?

Thursday, August 8th, 2013

For years, whether you hunted or fished, no matter when you bought your license, it expired August 31st.

03— The primary reasoning for that is driven by hunting seasons.

That’s Tom Newton who oversees licensing at Parks and Wildlife. Dove season opens the first weekend of 
September, followed by a succession of other seasons. By mid-spring most hunters have full freezers and won’t 
go out again until fall.

Anglers aren’t limited by set seasons. Yet, if an angler buys a license in July, for example, they still have to pay 
full price even though it will expire in a month’s time. 

But that’s changing.

42— We’re looking at the possibility and the fiscal feasibility of converting to an annual basis for all the fishing 
licenses, because that’s a different situation than the set hunting seasons. There are no real seasons for fishing 
that would interfere with annual licenses; there are no tagging activities – other than the red drum tag – so 
we’re looking at that. We have one fishing license that’s now annual that’s called the year from purchase all 
water fishing license. People really like it and they’re buying it at a brisk pace. So, probably within the next few 
years we’re going to go to an annual year from purchase on all of the various fishing licenses. Hunting licenses 
have to remain on the current schedule because of the tagging. The super combos and the combos will probably 
stay as they are because they have hunting licenses included within them.

The Wildlife and sport Fish Restoration program supports our series and provides funding for private lands and 
public hunting programs in Texas.

TPW TV: Hog Wild!

Friday, August 9th, 2013

Hunting by itself cannot solve the problem of feral pigs in Texas. 

16— Texas Department of Agriculture estimates that pigs produce $52 million a year in agricultural damage 
alone. Those estimates go way higher than that whenever we start talking about all the damage that is incurred 
annually. 

Justin Foster is a Wildlife Biologist and Research Coordinator at Kerr Wildlife Management Area. A segment – 
called Hogs Wild – on the Parks and Wildlife PBS TV series, produced by Alan Fisher, follows Foster and his 
team as they evaluate palatability and lethality of bait formulations and active ingredients for controlling this 
destructive species.

https://passporttotexas.org/fishing-fishing-license-changes-on-the-way/
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19— It’s really a pig pesticide of sorts; there’s been some success in Australia using a similar substance. It can 
be delivered through specialized feeders to just the hogs, and is considered a rather humane way to deal with 
the feral hog problem. There’s still ongoing testing being done right now.

Viewers have a front row seat as biologists trap, tag, and release the pigs, which they’ll monitor over time to 
determine the bait’s effectiveness. Justin Foster.

[06 – Pig squeal…clatter of pigs in pens]

10 — Nationwide and internationally, there are lots of people working on this topic. And we are very optimistic. 
[ambiance]

Hogs Wild airs the week of August 11 on the Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS TV series. The Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration program supports our series.

Back to School Week: Outdoor Education

Monday, August 12th, 2013

Dave Robertstad, a physical education teacher in the Corsicana School District, says the obesity epidemic 
among school-aged children made him think outside the gymnasium for answers.

06— I came up with the idea of doing anything I can to encourage kids to get outside and move.

He turned to his own love of the outdoors for inspiration.

09—And so I started looking for activities that would interest our kids, and fishing, and hiking, and birding and 
those kinds of activities came up — and I started to develop that.

He tapped into Texas Parks and Wildlife Outreach and Education programs, becoming a certified angler 
education instructor, but didn’t stop there.

15 —I’m doing boater education this weekend; I’ve done archery in the schools training through Texas Parks 
and Wildlife – just to provide my students an exposure to different activities outdoors, with the hope that they 
will become more fit just because they’re going to want to go out and do those things.

Dave Robertstad even gives students extra credit points for going to state parks – points they can use like cash 
in their school store. 

13— It encourages those kids to get outdoors and say, ‘Hey, I think that’s important.’ And I’m going to give you 
some extra credit, and you can use those points in our store and reward yourself for making the effort to get 
outdoors and do something.

Learn about TPW outreach and education programs on the TPW website. We receive funding from Chevrolet, 
supporting outdoor recreation in Texas; because there’s life to be done. For Texas Parks and Wildlife

Back to School Week: Hunter Education

Tuesday, August 13th, 2013

At Allen High School—near Dallas—getting outside is part of the curriculum.

https://passporttotexas.org/back-to-school-week-outdoor-education/
https://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/resources/
https://passporttotexas.org/back-to-school-week-hunter-education/


16— It’s a curriculum that teaches the TPW hunter education, boater education, and also the angler 
education… along with some other things like the National Archery in the Schools program camping, outdoor 
survival and things like that.

Jason Anderson is an Outdoor Adventure educator at the school. Students who take the course may earn an 
elective or physical education credit.

13— It’s quite amazing; our first year I started out with 111 students. This past year I had 275, and enrolled for 
next year I have 590 students enrolled in our outdoor adventure class and hunter education.

Anderson was a PE teacher and coach, but says the outdoor curriculum, especially Hunter Education, is so 
popular, he had to give up coaching. 

19 — Students are really interested in hunting. In Collin County you couldn’t deer hunt for a long time. Well, 
two years ago TPW opened up where you now have an archery season. So, a lot of our students are really 
interested in the bow hunting part of it. There’s still a little bit of land left in Collin County where they can 
actually do some deer hunting.

Jason Anderson says the ethics students learn in hunter education stays with them throughout their lives. Bring 
TPW outreach and education programs to your classroom learn how on the TPW website. 

Ag Science Teacher Emily Rollison doesn’t mind if her Rivera ISD students get wild in the classroom. In fact, 
it’s part of the curriculum. 

11— I have wildlife classes that I teach every year. And I use Project Wild as part of the curriculum in my class 
to reinforce the TEKS and the standards that I’m supposed to meet.

Project WILD is an environmental and conservation education program from Parks and Wildlife that 
emphasizes understanding wildlife and natural resources.

19— I’ve been working with Project Wild for probably the last seven years now. I taught it at A&M, and now 
I’m teaching it in the high school classroom. My students really enjoy the projects and activities that they’re 
exposed to, because we get outside of the classroom. And even the indoor activities really enhance their 
creativity.

Project WILD helps students develop critical thinking, too.

20 —They do a lot of problem-solving in Project WILD – especially when they have to determine what the 
outcome is going to be in the middle of the project. And we’ll stop in the middle and I’ll ask, ‘What do you think 
is going to happen?” Then we’ll go on and complete the project, and then we’ll discuss: ‘Is that what you 
thought was going to happen, or is it not –and why or why not?’

Learn about TPW outreach and education programs on the TPW website. 

The WSFR program supports our series and funds diverse conservation projects throughout Texas.

Back to School Week: Project Wild

Wednesday, August 14th, 2013

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/
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Ag Science Teacher Emily Rollison doesn’t mind if her Rivera ISD students get wild in the classroom. In fact, 
it’s part of the curriculum. 

11— I have wildlife classes that I teach every year. And I use Project Wild as part of the curriculum in my class 
to reinforce the TEKS and the standards that I’m supposed to meet.

Project WILD is an environmental and conservation education program from Parks and Wildlife that 
emphasizes understanding wildlife and natural resources.

19— I’ve been working with Project Wild for probably the last seven years now. I taught it at A&M, and now 
I’m teaching it in the high school classroom. My students really enjoy the projects and activities that they’re 
exposed to, because we get outside of the classroom. And even the indoor activities really enhance their 
creativity.

Project WILD helps students develop critical thinking, too.

20 —They do a lot of problem-solving in Project WILD – especially when they have to determine what the 
outcome is going to be in the middle of the project. And we’ll stop in the middle and I’ll ask, ‘What do you think 
is going to happen?” Then we’ll go on and complete the project, and then we’ll discuss: ‘Is that what you 
thought was going to happen, or is it not –and why or why not?’

Learn about TPW outreach and education programs on the TPW website. 

The WSFR program supports our series and funds diverse conservation projects throughout Texas.

Back to School Week: Archery in Schools

Thursday, August 15th, 2013

Archery—the original shooting sport—fell out of favor as a component of physical education in public schools 
some years ago. But, now, thanks to the National Archery in Schools program, interest in the sport is growing 
fast.

The National Archery in Schools program certifies teachers as instructors. Educators learn the program just as 
they will teach it to their students.

06—It’s an all day workshop to become a certified instructor. They learn with the same equipment and the same 
method.

Burnie Kessner is archery coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife.

10—We use international style archery. It’s bulls-eye target faces, Olympic size. We use Olympic whistle 
commands, and they learn the same way worldwide.

Kessner says while certified instructors prepare students for tournaments, the successes a child experiences 
extend beyond the bulls-eye.

13—So, when a kid is shooting archery, and they’re on the shooting line—they’re all the same. So, it doesn’t 
matter what kind of home they go home to after the tournament, when they’re at the tournament, they’re the 
same as everyone else. So, that’s the self-esteem building piece; it’s standardized. 

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/
https://passporttotexas.org/back-to-school-week-archery-in-schools/


Learn more about bringing the Archery in Schools program to your district on the Texas parks and Wildlife 
Website.

Our series receives support from the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program… working to increase 
fishing, hunting, shooting and boating opportunities in Texas.

Back to School Week: Teach the Outdoors

Friday, August 16th, 2013

Texas Parks and Wildlife offers a variety of enhancements for teachers and educators to use in and out of the 
classroom.

19— We offer outdoor skills training; we offer additions to curriculum – all kinds of supportive materials – to 
help people introduce youth to the outdoors and to outdoor skills so that they become more aware of their 
surroundings, enjoy the natural world, and feel connected to our natural resources.

Nancy Herron is Director of Outreach and Education. A new curriculum on aquatic ecosystems of Texas 
provides a template for understanding water, the living things that depend on it, and our future decisions about 
it.

31— Without a basic understanding of how our aquatic systems work, it’s going to be very difficult to make 
those tough decisions that are facing us, such as how much water we need to have in a stream? Isn’t that an 
unusual question? I mean, it’s not something that people normally would think about; how would you even 
understand how to approach that question? Our folks are going to be making a lot of tough decisions in the 
future as we balance the needs of people and the environment. And we need to have a good understanding of 
how the environment works to do that.

The electronic student and teacher guides for aquatic ecosystems of Texas will be available on the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife website, and partner website: the Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, and the Hart 
Research Institute.

The Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series and works increase fishing and boating opportunities in 
Texas.

TPW TV: Moving Pictures

Monday, August 19th, 2013

For years, Earl Nottingham captured the beauty of nature still photographs for Texas Parks and Wildlife. He 
now works that same magic with video, as Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series producer Don Cash explains.

57— Earl is moving into the video realm now since every camera made has video and stills. It’s phenomenal 
what high quality video can be captured with a DSLR camera. It opens up a lot of creative opportunities for a 
traditional still photographer such as myself. One of the things Earl did was a video essay, if you will, at the 
Sauer Beckmann Farm in Stonewall. It was such a nice piece that we just had to run it on the show. I think that 
regardless of what type of camera you use to capture an image, all you’re really trying to do is tell a story 
visually. For a still photographer like Earl to make the transition from stills to video has got to be a little 
difficult, but he seems to pull it off just fine. Back in college, I minored in cinematography, but pursued a career 
in photography. So, I’m really enjoying the opportunity to now shoot some video with the advent of the DSLR. 
And, I get to use some of the very same film techniques I learned with the old 16mm movie camera.

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/archery/nasp_texas/training.phtml
https://passporttotexas.org/back-to-school-week-teach-the-outdoors/
http://www.meadowscenter.txstate.edu/
http://www.harteresearchinstitute.org/
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http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/newsletters/state_parks_getaways/2010summer/better.phtml


The video essay on Saur-Beckmann Farm airs the week of August 18 on the Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS TV 
series. 

Firewise Landscaping

Tuesday, August 20th, 2013

Homeowners in close proximity to wildlands are at greatest risk of property damage from wildfires. A firewise 
landscape won’t stop flames, but it could slow them long enough to allow families to escape safely.

13— That means selecting our plants and landscaping materials, as well as some of our outbuildings and 
structures associated with our home, in a way that will help reduce the probability of a wildfire having 
catastrophic results for us.

Mark Klym coordinates the Wildscapes program for Parks and Wildlife. He says what you plant on your 
property, and where you plant it, makes all the difference during a wildfire.

25— You definitely don’t want anything that’s highly explosive or that ignites very easily close to your home. 
Some examples would be cedar, or any of our holly plants – which a lot of people want right up against their 
house. And the firefighter’s nickname for holly is “green gas” – it’s very explosive. So, you want to avoid that 
type of plant around your home. You also want to avoid anything that might ignite at ground level and carry the 
fire to your roof.

Mark Klym’s wrote an article about firewise landscaping for the October issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife 
magazine. 

Funding provided by Chevrolet, supporting outdoor recreation in Texas; because there’s life to be done. 

Firewise Landscapes: Defense Against Wildfires

Wednesday, August 21st, 2013

Low hanging tree branches that hug the roof line of your home may provide shade, but they could put you and 
your property in danger during a wildfire.

11— The roof is the most vulnerable spot on your house; and plants that grow their branches down very close 
to or even touching the ground, and continue up to your roof, are really plants you want to avoid.

Mark Klym coordinates the Wildscapes program for Parks and Wildlife. He says homeowners living near 
wildlands are encouraged to use firewise landscaping techniques to reduce their home’s vulnerability to 
wildfires.

33— Firefighters prefer to see 30 feet of cleared ground around your home if possible; if you can’t give them 30 
feet, give them as much as you can. That doesn’t mean no plants – it simply means being very selective with the 
plants that you have. Some of our wildflowers are very good at retaining their moisture; those are the plants 
that you want up close to your home. But anything that’s got an oily resin in it… anything that’s going to ignite 
very easily – dried grasses – you’ll want to avoid that. You also want to try and clean up the leaf litter around 
your home if you can. Because that will carry the fire to your door.

Find Mark Klym’s article on firewise landscaping in the October issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine. 

https://passporttotexas.org/firewise-landscaping-3/
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50th Anniversary: Working with Landowners

Thursday, August 22nd, 2013

Ninety-five percent of land in Texas is in private hands, making landowners the key to long-term wildlife 
habitat conservation. 

08 — We understand that in a private land state, we’re not going to make much of a dent in wildlife habitat 
conservation without our private land partners.

For the past 30 years, the private lands program at Parks and Wildlife has worked closely with landowners, 
providing free technical assistance for their long range land management goals. It’s another success story in the 
agency’s 50 year history. Linda Campbell oversees the program.

08—People can go to our website and find their local biologist, talk to them, and they can help you reach your 
wildlife management goals.

Through its Landowner Incentive Program, the agency provides funds to cost-share.

22 — Projects for landowners who want to enhance habitat for declining species, rare species – in certain 
targeted areas of the state. We also have funding for landowners who want to do work to enhance watersheds. 
We look at those as well, and we have a great website on that. So, people that are interested in financial 
incentives should certainly check out the landowner incentive program.

Find information about free technical assistance and the landowner incentive program on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife website.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series and provides funding for Private lands and 
Public Hunting programs.

50th Anniversary: Building Relationships

Friday, August 23rd, 2013

Through confidential relationships with area biologists, Texas landowners conserve the state’s natural resources 
for future generations.

14 — Our goal is to develop these relationships. We do have laws that maintain confidentiality for the 
landowner. That’s helpful to people and gives them comfort to know that their private business is between them 
and their biologist.

Linda Campbell oversees the private lands and public hunting programs.

19— We have good relationships all over Texas. We have over 8-thousand wildlife management plans that we 
hold with active cooperators, one over 29-million acres. We do everything from deer management to quail 
management to whatever the landowner is interested in – and what the habitat can support.

For the past 18 years, Texas Parks and Wildlife’s honored landowner efforts through its Lone Star Land 
Steward Awards Program.

13 —And we hold them up to show people what they can do with this dedication and commitment these award 
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winners show. And we want to honor those folks for their achievement and their commitment to good land 
stewardship.

Find information about free technical assistance and the Lone Star Land Steward Program on the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series and provides funding for Private lands and 
Public Hunting programs.

Hunting: Dove in Texas

Monday, August 26th, 2013

Dove hunters who get in the field early in the season may experience more success than those who wait.

05— For the most part, we see a lot of the harvest occur very early in all the seasons in all the zones.

Shaun Oldenburger is migratory shore and upland game bird program leader at Parks and Wildlife. September 
first marks the start of dove season in the North and Central zones and September 20th in the South Zone. 
While Mourning Doves are plentiful statewide, for greater success, Olden-burger says it pays to do your 
homework.

27— The nice thing about mourning doves is they tend to be a generalist. They primarily eat seeds, and they 
need a lot of water on a daily basis. So you think about two things when you go hunt doves: you think about 
water sources and you think about seeds. And seeds may be a harvested grain field, wheat field, or some other 
food plot. And so I think a lot of scouting needs to go into these locations. A lot of people do have traditional 
areas that they just tend to do to. But, you know, a little bit more scouting if you have access to properties, you 
can ensure – probably – a pretty good hunt on opening day.

What’s this season’s outlook for dove hunters considering we’re still in the throes of a drought?

04— The drought can be a blessing when it comes to hunting – they can concentrate birds in some areas.

But that’s not true everywhere. We’ll tell you more tomorrow. The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program 
supports our series and works to increase fishing, hunting, shooting and boating opportunities in Texas.

Hunting: Dove & Drought

Tuesday, August 27th, 2013

Doves may be harder to find in the Panhandle during the upcoming hunting season because of drought 
conditions in the area.

09— The drought can be a blessing when it comes to hunting – they can concentrate birds in some areas. But, 
the last few years we’ve seen a lot of decreased harvest in the Panhandle region just for the fact of conditions.

Shaun Olden-burger is migratory shore and upland game bird program leader at Parks and Wildlife. Farmers 
planting fewer crops and a shortage of water sent doves searching for more hospitable environs. 

07— I probably see hunting opportunity somewhat similar to last year. It was probably average to poor in 
certain areas in the Panhandle. 
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However, Olden-burger says if hunters don’t mind traveling to other regions of the state, they can harvest their 
limit. 

28— We look in the Edward’s Plateau area, in the central part of the state; I’ve already heard some very good 
reports as far as dove numbers there – in some of our initial surveys that we’ve done — we’ve actually found 
very good numbers in many locations compared to last year. So, I would expect the hunting in the central part 
of the state to be good, western Texas I’ve heard some good numbers as well, and even in south Texas where we 
have some drought areas, I’ve heard numbers were up this year compared to last year just based on some field 
reports. Eastern Texas probably very similar to last year, maybe a few more. We tend to have more consistent 
rainfall there.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series and works to increase fishing, hunting, 
shooting and boating opportunities in Texas. 

Recreation: Toni Brown Goes Geocaching

Wednesday, August 28th, 2013

Toni Brown is a systems analyst with Texas Parks and Wildlife, and she has a condition called Asperger’s 
syndrome, which is an autism spectrum disorder. 

07— With Asperger’s syndrome, you don’t understand people and people don’t understand you. You know, you 
just don’t fit in.

Brown says her condition led her to live a secluded life. Until, that is, she discovered geocaching.

16— And so it was with geocaching that I was able to get out in the world; you know, I was able to have fun, 
and meet other geocachers who had the same interests that I did – because we all had this love of geocaching. 
So now I fit in somewhere. It’s just made it so much better. It’s fulfilled my life more.

Geocaching is like a treasure hunt that uses GPS coordinates to find hidden prizes. Brown says geocaching 
opened up new doors and new friendships she once thought impossible.

12— You know, I used to go to work and go home; and now I look forward to getting outside. It’s not just about 
finding a box. I met all these other geocachers, and that’s when I found out how much fun it could be.

Toni Brown is living proof that Life’s Better Outside.

Conservation: Taking Care of Texas

Thursday, August 29th, 2013

Former First Lady, Laura Bush, has been keeping busy since her husband left office.

12— Now that Mrs. Bush is back in Texas, she’s really wanting to spend her time promoting causes that are 
near and dear to her heart. And, conservation of our natural resources is an area that she’s personally 
passionate about.

Erin Franz is Executive Director of the non-profit Taking Care of Texas, founded in 2011 by Mrs. Bush and a 
board of science experts, private landowners, conservationists, and businesspeople.
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20— It’s a great time to look at our natural resources. We know water conservation is an issue our state is 
facing; so, [we’re] raising awareness of the need to conserve our natural resources, and spur conservation 
efforts along that benefit communities –that builds on the success of others – and work to inspire all Texans to 
join in.

Taking Care of Texas will use its influence to support the work of conservation groups throughout the state for 
the benefit of all Texans.

25— Part of our goal at Taking Care of Texas is to utilize Mrs. Bush and her ability to connect people — and to 
convene various groups — to start to take a look at the issues that our state is facing, and spreading awareness 
and the message of our natural resources. [She’ll emphasize] Why our rural Texas lands play a huge part in 
our heritage and our future, and why they are important to people that live in cities.

Learn more at Taking Care of Texas dot org.

Conservation: Goals of Taking Care of Texas

Friday, August 30th, 2013

Taking Care of Texas, is a non-profit started in 2011, by former first lady Laura Bush. The organization 
promotes conservation of Texas’ natural resources.

10— Our goals are to really communicate the value of safeguarding our natural resources, and to do that in 
rural and urban settings, and emphasize conservation is consistent with Texas tradition.

Taking Care of Texas partnered with a who’s who of conservation heavyweights, including Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. Erin Franz, Executive Director, says the enterprise catalyzes its partner’s initiatives while recognizing 
conservation and economic prosperity need not be at odds.

21— One of our goals is to showcase there are already a lot of great conservation efforts being done by our 
business community, and so we want to continue what’s being done and expand on that. And, bring business 
minds to conservation matters and conservation minds to business matters so that we can really continue to 
elevate that conversation, and get more and more conservation practices put into place.

Learn more about the conservation efforts around our state, and how you can get involved, at Taking Care of 
Texas dot org.

TPW TV: Guadalupe Rainbows

Monday, September 2nd, 2013

Throughout the year, Texas Parks and Wildlife has been observing its 50 year history as an agency. This week 
we go back in time with the TPW PBS TV series as producer Abe Moore reflects on Texans’ love affair with 
winter trout stocking.

41— We went back and looked at some of the old movies that Parks and Wildlife produced. And one of the 
stories I came across was fishing for rainbow trout on the Guadalupe River, and the stocking that they actually 
did back there on the river. It was really interesting. 

[ambiance] No one would have guessed several years ago that rainbow trout could ever be caught in Texas. 
Summer Waters were much too warm for trout. [ambiance]

https://passporttotexas.org/conservation-goals-of-taking-care-of-texas/
http://www.takingcareoftexas.org/
https://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-guadalupe-rainbows/


And then what we did is we looked at that piece then, and comparing it to see if it’s changed as far as stocking 
on the river over the past 40 to 50 years. 

We stock close to 30-thousand rainbow trout in the Guadalupe River. They used to be six to eight inches back 
then, today, they’re eight to 10 inches, and the still come from Missouri. 

That historical piece will be on September eighth through the 14th on your local PBS station. 

Check your local listings. 

Hunting: Early Teal Season

Tuesday, September 3rd, 2013

It may feel like summer, but fall waterfowl season is here. 

17— The first season that we have for waterfowl begins with our early seasons. Which include all species of 
teal, and as of the last couple years, in the eastern tier of the state of Texas, we have an early goose season for 
Canada Geese only that coincides with our early teal season.

Kevin Kraai is the waterfowl program leader at Texas Parks and Wildlife. 

34— We are going to have the most liberal season, which is 16 days; teal is doing very well nationally, so we 
will be having the most liberal season we can have. Can you explain to our listeners how that’s decided. Yes. 
We have a harvest strategy in place that depicts the season lengths on teal. And basically, by looking at 
population estimates from the breeding ground surveys – we can determine whether we’re going to have a 
liberal, a base, or a closed season. And, basically any number of blue-winged teal above 4.7 million will have a 
16-day season. And as of right now, we’re far above 4.7 million.

Early Teal season is September 14 – 29, with a six bird daily bag limit – up from 4. Tomorrow: How to get the 
most out the waterfowl season.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish restoration program supports our series. 

2013 Waterfowl Season

Wednesday, September 4th, 2013

Pull out the hip waders; waterfowl season is near. It begins September 14 – 29 with early teal, but it doesn’t end 
there.

10— Our regular duck season really depends on the different zones. For the most part statewide it will run from 
the first of November and will run to the last weekend of January.

Kevin Kraai, waterfowl program leader at Texas Parks and Wildlife, says duck hunting provides challenges, not 
the least of which is the recent drought. Yet, hunters who scout in advance and are willing to travel will reap 
rewards.

34— Scouting is extremely important [when hunting] waterfowl on any year, and especially during times of 
drought. So, if people are willing to put in a little bit of time and commitment even during less than optimal 
conditions they can still have a very successful season. Yes. Absolutely. And that was evident even though we 
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had very poor [habitat] conditions the last few years. The overall harvest of waterfowl in the state of Texas has 
actually gone up over the last few years purely because these birds are concentrating in larger flocks in certain 
areas, and hunters have figured that out and are basically targeting those concentrations and have been very 
successful.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish restoration program supports our series, and is funded by your purchase of fishing 
and hunting equipment and motorboat fuel.

Angling: Toyota Texas Bass Classic

Thursday, September 5th, 2013

Texas has earned its bragging rights when it comes to our state’s bass fishery. And Lake Conroe is among the 
top producers of some our state’s biggest bass. So it makes sense the annual Toyota Texas Bass Classic, takes 
place there.

06—This is a great opportunity for Texas Parks and Wildlife department to promote the great fishing we have 
in our state.

Dave Terre, with Inland fisheries, says 50 professional anglers will compete over the three days during the 
seventh annual Bass Classic; the top-10 will fish the final round on Sunday. 

11—Lake Conroe was chosen because it is a producer of huge largemouth bass. So, anybody coming to the 
event will likely
see some pretty good sized fish. Maybe a fish of a lifetime.

Over the years, these events, which are free to the public, have raised funds for TPW youth fishing programs.

20—A total of six of them [events] have provided 1.5 million dollars in funding to support youth fishing 
programs in our state. No other state has this opportunity. It’s a great opportunity for the public to come see, 
and enjoy, an event that supports Texas Parks and Wildlife in so many different ways. 

The family-friendly Toyota Texas Bass Classic is October 4 – 6 at Lake Conroe. Admission is free if you sign 
up for tickets online at ToyotaTexasBassClassic.com.

Additional details about the event on tomorrow’s show.

Angling/Conservation: Conservation Practices at the Bass Classic

Friday, September 6th, 2013

Bass anglers in the know – regardless of where they are in the world – make tracks to Texas to reel in big fish.

04—By Texas standards, a big bass is one that’s 13 pounds or larger.

Dave Terre, with Inland fisheries, says the 7th Annual Toyota Texas Bass Classic will bring the world’s top 
bass anglers to Lake Conroe for a world class tournament. And maybe someone will reel in a 13 pound lunker. 

17—Lake Conroe is one of the lakes in the state that’s produced a lot of fish of that size. At no time have we 
caught a lunker during a Toyota Texas Bass Classic Tournament, but I think this is the big year. I keep making 
those promises every year, but I think this is the year that it’s going to happen.
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Family activities and musical entertainment are also on the agenda of this free event, set for October 4 – 6. But 
anglers, bass, and conservation, take center stage.

23— This tournament is the most conservation-minded bass tournament in the history of bass fishing. Every fish 
that’s caught and weighed in this tournament is done so in the boat. Most of them are released immediately 
after being caught. We do bring a few big fish to the stage for the public to see, but they are taken care of by 
Texas Parks and Wildlife biologists.

Admission for the event October 4 – 6 at Lake Conroe is free if you sign up for tickets online at Toyota Texas 
Bass Classic dot com.

Wildlife: Beneficial Bats

Monday, September 9th, 2013

Bats have earned a bad reputation, which is unfair to the flying mammals, says bat biologist Tara Poloskey.

07— Bats are sort of like the underdog. A lot of people don’t appreciate them, because they’re night flying 
creatures and typically nightly flying creatures are scary.

Then there are myths about bats: they fly into your hair, they’re aggressive, and they spread disease. 

13— I have found them to be so important agriculturally, economically – around the world. There are 12-
hundred species, and they live in just about every niche you can imagine; They’re just such amazing creatures.

Poloskey says bats eat their weight in agricultural pests every night, reducing the need for chemical intervention 
by farmers; and they pollinate a variety of ornamental and edible plants worldwide. Without bats, earth would 
be a very different place.

19— We wouldn’t have all of the beautiful trees that bats disperse seeds for. We wouldn’t have our lovely 
tequila that we love so much. So, we would have a lot of insets. We would have less diversity. We would have 
flowers that don’t bloom anymore. It would be a sad place.

Tomorrow: a fungus is spreading across the US, threatening these beneficial animals. 

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series, and funds diverse conservation projects in 
Texas. 

Wildlife: White Nose Syndrome in Bats

Tuesday, September 10th, 2013

Texas boasts healthy bat populations. Bats living in other parts of the country are not as lucky due to something 
called:

02— Pseudogymnoascus destructans.

Commonly called White Nose Syndrome, the disease, caused by a fungus—which originated in Europe—first 
appeared in a cave in New York in 2006. Bat biologist, Tara Poloskey.
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19— What happens is it grows on the bat during hibernation when they aren’t cleaning themselves. And then it 
makes them wake up; every time a bat wakes up in hibernation, they use valuable resources. And they only have 
a certain amount of fat reserves to get them through the winter. And so it keeps waking them up until they 
eventually starve. Or they are so dehydrated that they die.

The disease has killed an estimated 6-million bats in the US. Reported in both Oklahoma and Arkansas, White 
Nose Syndrome is on Texas’ doorstep. 

12— This winter, Texas Parks and Wildlife will be doing surveys in Texas for White Nose, and really cranking 
up our White Nose monitoring and education, and really trying to spread the word about it.

We have tips for preventing spread of White Nose fungus at www.passportotexas.org. 

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series, and funds diverse conservation projects in 
Texas. 

Birding: Winter Migrants in Texas

Wednesday, September 11th, 2013

Texas is a birder’s paradise in winter, and TPW non-game ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford knows why:

15— We are on the receiving end for a lot of our continent’s breeding birds that have to winter in mild 
climates; water birds that can’t handle water that freezes over – and we don’t have a lot of that in Texas 
especially the farther south you get. 

Migratory species begin flocking to Texas in fall, and become our winter birds.

37— In the fall we get a lot of shorebirds we don’t see in the summer months that have bred up in the tundra. 
Then come your woodland birds – a lot of the vireos, warblers, tanagers… start pouring through in October. A 
lot of the raptors [that don’t stay, they only pass through]; things like Broad-wing Hawks, Swaisnon’s Hawks, 
Mississippi Kites –they’re pouring through up until October. Then the sparrows really pour in starting in 
October and November. So, really by mid-November, most things are in place – where they’re going to be – for 
the next several months. 

We tell you where to find some of these migrants on tomorrow’s show.

Birding: Best Winter Bird Watching in Texas

Thursday, September 12th, 2013

Birders who are in the know travel to south Texas in winter.

10— Wow. The Mecca down there is The Valley. And the three or four counties along the Rio Grande are just 
the powerhouse for winter birding in Texas.

Cliff Shackelford is a non-game ornithologist for Parks and Wildlife.

30— Birdwatchers from all over the country – really all over the world – are going there to see birds that are 
stacked up and wintering in big number, because it’s very mild down there. Cold snaps are very unusual and 
that’s why there’s a lot of agriculture – like citrus that doesn’t handle freezes very well at all. But, where there 
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is remaining thorn scrub habitat or riparian woodland, that can be just really excellent birding in the 
wintertime.

Shackelford says while the Rio Grande Valley is, as he said “the mecca” when it comes to sheer volume and 
varieties of overwintering migratory species in Texas – the valley isn’t not the only place to see a variety of 
migratory birds. 

More on that tomorrow. 

Birding: Winter Birds in the Backyard

Friday, September 13th, 2013

You don’t have to travel to the Rio Grande Valley to log some respectable bird watching this winter, says TPW 
non game ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford.

10— We have the wildlife viewing trails all across Texas. These are hot spots that you can find easily that might 
be close to you or near where you’re going. And they’re available for people to go an look at birds [and other 
wildlife].

Find the wildlife viewing maps on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website. Cliff Shackelford, a non-game 
ornithologist for Parks and Wildlife, says Texans can plan a birding “staycation” with a little planning.

30— You can attract a lot of winter birds to your backyard. You can do something as simple as putting out a 
bird feeder and a birdbath. Or better, creating a wildscape, which is gardening for backyard wildlife. And we 
do that in our yard and we get so many white-throated sparrows that stay the winter with us because we have 
provided them with the cover that they need. We have a lot of berry giving shrubs, so we get a lot of cedar 
waxwings, and American Robins wintering with us. So, you can attract a lot of things in your backyard and 
have a really good time.

Find birding information and the wildlife viewing trail maps on the Parks and Wildlife website. 

Recreation: Day One Trail Run

Monday, September 16th, 2013

You know about first day hikes; it’s where people spend the first day of the New Year hiking the trails in state 
parks nationwide. If you’d rather pick up the pace, then Cedar Hill State Park’s Day One Trail Run is for you.

09—The Day One Trail Run is our way of taking the first day hikes that America’s state parks has done every 
year for a while now to the next level.

Jeff Achée [uh-SHAY], from Cedar Hill SP, is helping to coordinate the event, which includes 20K and 5K 
races.

31—We have got a 3, and 8, and 12 mile hike and bike loop here. And it’s run by DORBA, which is the Dallas 
Off Road Biking Association. So, what we’re going to do is have the 5K run the 3-mile loop, and the 20K is 
going to run the 12-mile loop. And there’ll be some going in and out of the access roads and things like that so 
we can get some aid stations in there. But basically, our park is set up perfectly for these two distances. They’re 
going to go through the woods; they’re going to go on the lakeside prairies of the park. It’s just going to be an 
awesome race.
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Early registration for the Day One Trail Run at Cedar Hill SP has already begun. Find details and registration 
fee information at Day One Trail Run dot com.

We’ll have more about this race tomorrow.

Recreation: Updating Outdated Outdoor Skills

Wednesday, September 18th, 2013

Which outdoor skills can make your next overnight camping experience successful?

04—The basics: how to put up a tent, how to get the stove going, or how to light a campfire.

When those skills are rusty, Robert Owen says people are reluctant to take their families camping. But that’s not 
the only reason some folks shy away from this outdoor activity.

17—Well, they’re not sure if their family is going to be interested in spending money on a tent and camping 
equipment just to find out maybe it’s not for them. Or time? A lot of folks think they don’t have the time to plan 
a weekend camping trip. Additionally, some folks just don’t have the confidence in getting outside.

That’s why Owen recommends Texas Outdoor Family Workshops. He oversees the program.

10—Texas Outdoor Families is a skills based program for families that want to get outdoors and want to get 
back into the hobby of camping, but for some reason it’s been left behind in their past.

A weekend workshop for up to six people costs $65, and Texas Outdoor Family supplies most everything 
campers need – including staff. More on that tomorrow.

Recreation: Texas Outdoor Family

Thursday, September 19th, 2013

You want to camp overnight in a state park but don’t want to spend money on gear until you hone your skills? 

04— Texas Outdoor Family provides all of the camping equipment that a family needs for a weekend.

Robert Owen oversees the Texas Outdoor Family Program. During supervised weekend workshops, Texas 
Outdoor Family provides nearly everything families need for a successful overnight camping experience.

14—Generally a family needs to bring their own food and personal items like a sleeping bag. We provide the 
rest from a tent to the air mattresses, pots and pans… And even a bunch of ranger guidance to go along with it 
Rangers actually spend the night in the campground with the families.

TOF staff helps families set up camp, and plans activities for them like kayaking, geocaching, fishing, and 
hiking to get them into the outdoor groove. If one weekend isn’t enough … 

21— We invite families back to join us as many as three times. The first time is very much their beginner 
experience. So, you come out the first time you realize it’s fun; you realize your family has really enjoyed it. The 
second and third times you refine your skills. And then we hope you’re ready to be released out there into the 
parks, and do it on your own.
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The cost of the weekend is $65 for up to six people. There are Texas Outdoor Family workshops this fall; find 
details on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

TPW TV: 112 Million Years

Friday, September 20th, 2013

Artist, photographer and sculptor, Mike O’Brien, has spent the past 15 years documenting tracks in the Paluxy 
River near Glen Rose made millions of years ago by dinosaurs. He’s featured this month on the Texas parks and 
Wildlife TV series. Producer Ron Kabele.

59— When he started this, he didn’t have access to all the cheap technology that he has now. Now he can do 3-
D tracks, he can do geo-positioning of each track. And then, when you combine it with Google Earth, he gets 
some fascinating maps. 

These red tracks are a pretty big acrocanthosaurus; and you can see this green line and how he goes from here, 
and then all of a sudden he turns real hard right here. It really tells quite a story.

What’s cool is the APP he’s going to make. A park visitor will be able to look on their iPhone and follow the 
tracks as they’re walking along the river. Is that awesome or what? 

Sometimes, I get bogged down in the mechanics and the details and the drudgery of some of what has to be 
done to document them. But, every once in a while, you sit back and reflect and you get that sense of wonder 
about what it is you are actually seeing. When you see footprints made one after another, that’s as close to 
seeing a living dinosaur going about its activities as you’re going to get.

This segment airs the week of September 22. Check local listings.

Nature/Wildlife: Native Texas Bees

Monday, September 23rd, 2013

Although we’re concerned about the loss of honeybees from colony collapse disorder, this might ease your 
mind:

12— You have to think of honeybees as a farm animal. We can grow more of those. And we can produce more 
honeybee queens, which can in turn, grow more honeybee colonies.

That’s TPW invertebrate biologist Michael Warriner. While we focus on replaceable non-native European 
honeybees, we’re neglecting our irreplaceable native bee populations, also in decline.

17—If we lose native bees, we can’t necessarily breed more of those because we don’t know how. We don’t 
necessarily know what kinds of things they prefer – because we’re not managing them. They’re existing in 
natural habitat that we’re losing. Honeybees are pretty much a domesticated animal we can breed
more of.

Native bees play a valuable role in the ecosystem.

18— They play the biggest role in maintaining native plant communities. And a lot of those plants have to be 
pollinated by bees. As we lose bees, those plants will be less able to produce viable seed, which means that they 
just slowly disappear off the landscape.
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How to help native bees…that’s tomorrow.

That’s our show…the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series, and funds diverse 
conservation projects in Texas. 

Nature/Wildlife: Benefits of Native Bees

Tuesday, September 24th, 2013

Bumblebees and solitary bees are the native bees of Texas.

09— Compared to honeybees, native bees have far less interest in term of research and money and organized 
conservation.

That’s too bad because native bee populations are declining from loss of habitat and plant diversity, says TPW 
invertebrate biologist Michael Warriner. Should they decline significantly, that could further affect what you 
see on the landscape.

13— If decline happens, you may see over decades, fewer of certain plants. Maybe you don’t see that 
wildflowers as frequently as you did or that flowering shrub as much as you did. And they slowly just disappear 
off the landscape.

We can all help the native bee populations.

19—The landscape of Texas has changed so much that we’ve lost a lot of plant diversity – particularly of those 
plants that bees need for nectar and pollen. Even if you live in the heart of a city, if you planted just a few more 
good native plants that produce good nectar and pollen – you can help to support the native bees in those 
areas.

Find resources for supporting native bees at passporttotexas.org. 

Angling: Bull Redfish Run

Wednesday, September 25th, 2013

Red drum, also called redfish, is a favorite among coastal anglers. And now is the time of year when this 
species make a big splash. 

08— From about August to November or December, adult red drum congregate near the beach in these 
spawning aggregations.

Bill Balboa is a fisheries biologist for the Galveston Bay system. This concentration of red drum near the 
beaches is the annual red bull run. 

06— So, they’re very big fish; they can run anywhere from 30-inches to upwards of 46 to 48-inches long.

Balboa says the name Bull redfish is a coastal colloquialism for any big fish in the gulf or estuaries.

11—But [they’re] also [called bulls] because they’re very powerful; and if you ever catch one it would be like 
trying to hold a bull in place. They’re very strong fish. 

https://passporttotexas.org/naturewildlife-benefits-of-native-bees/
https://passporttotexas.org/angling-bull-redfish-run/


Medium to heavy fishing tackle with 12 to 30 pound test line, using crab, finger mullet or cut bait could help 
you real in these big boys.

21— If you catch a red drum between 20 and 28 inches long, you can keep three per day per person. If you 
catch one that’s over 30-inches long, with a Texas saltwater fishing license, we have a bonus red drum tag. So, 
if you catch a red drum that’s over 28-inches long, the fish has to be tagged after you catch it, and the tag has 
to be filled out. So, you can keep one fish over 28 inches.

We have more coastal fishing information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website. The Sport Fish Restoration 
program supports our series. 

Angling/Cooking: Red Fish on the Half Shell

Thursday, September 26th, 2013

Through December, adult red drum, called bull redfish, congregate near shore in spawning aggregations, 
making them easily accessible, but not easy to reel in.

05—They’re very powerful; and if you ever catch one it would be like trying to hold a bull in place. 

Bill Balboa is a fisheries biologist for the Galveston Bay system. These fish get pretty big – some as long at 48 
inches. They’re good looking fish, but are they good eating at that size?

13— It’s just a matter of how you prepare it. It’s going to be a large fillet, so you may want to cut it 
perpendicular to the long axis of the fish, so you that you get long, narrow strips of meat – sort of like steaks – 
because, you’re not running along muscle fibers.

I know Bill is a home cook and griller, so I asked him how he might prepare one of these big fish.

21— One of the most popular ways, especially for some of these big ones, is what they call redfish on the half 
shell. You fillet the fish, you leave the skin and the scales on – you can even leave the ribcage intact on the fillet 
– and you throw it on the barbecue pit. You can season the flesh with whatever you like. The beauty is, the 
scales and the skin is so tough, it’s almost impossible to burn the meat of the fish.

Bill says he partially covers the fish with foil and if it is a large fillet, cooks it over direct heat for about 8-10 
minutes. 

That’s our show…The Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration program supports our series. 

Invasives: Combating Fire Ants

Friday, September 27th, 2013

That’s the sound of the imported red fire ant. A sad truth: they’re most active outdoors during nice weather.

08—We typically see most activity in the spring and in the fall. It’s nice, and that’s generally when we like 
being outside, too, unfortunately.

Elizabeth “Wizzie” Brown, an entomologist with AgriLife Extension, says the insect—native to South 
America—found its way into the U.S. in the 1930s through the port of Mobile, Alabama; perhaps in soil used 
for ships’ ballasts. We discovered them in Texas in the 1950s.

https://passporttotexas.org/anglingcooking-red-fish-on-the-half-shell/
https://passporttotexas.org/invasives-combating-fire-ants/


Brown says researchers continue to work on ways to manage this invasive exotic pest.

29—We have had things that we’re working on…things like fungus, and there’s organisms that live in the fire 
ant body that reduce the reproductive capabilities of the fire ants. They have brought in parasitizing flies, that 
are called phorid flies that they use that attack the fire ants and pretty much eat them from the inside out. So we 
are working on it, but the fire ants are here—they’re always going to be here; these are just tools in our tool 
belts to help up manage those populations.

Tomorrow Wizzie Brown tests a home remedy to control fire ants. Find out if it works.

Invasives: Do Home Remedies Manage Fire Ants?

Monday, September 30th, 2013

The impact of red imported fire ants in Texas is $1.2 billion annually. These insects wreak havoc in urban, 
agricultural and wildlife areas and pose threats to plants and animals. Because of that—they must die.

12—Generally what we recommend is a broadcast bait over the whole entire yard in the spring and in the fall, 
and that dramatically cuts down on the amount of fire ants that you see popping up in-between those times.

Entomologist, Elizabeth “Wizzie” Brown is with AgriLife Extension. She says broadcast baits take time, but are 
effective. Impatient and desperate homeowners have tried homemade treatments for what they hope will be 
quicker kills.

28—Club soda was a big one. People were asking me about this, so that’s when I did my testing and it didn’t 
work. Used coffee grounds are another one—a lot of people were using that to treat fire ant mounds; Again, I 
didn’t find that that one worked. Ground cinnamon….. This year I’m hoping to test cayenne pepper and oak 
ash. I had somebody bring oak ash to me; he says that he uses it all the time and that he doesn’t have any fire 
ants and so we’re going to test that one out and see what happens.

We have links to information about managing this biting pest at passporttotexas.org.

https://passporttotexas.org/invasives-do-home-remedies-manage-fire-ants/

