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Rules About Fireworks in State Parks

Friday, July 1st, 2016

The July Fourth weekend is upon us, and with it comes fireworks.

Yet when celebrating our nation’s birthday at Texas state parks: bring the barbeque, watermelon and the 
outdoor games…but leave the fireworks at home. Sorry folks.

It is a Class C misdemeanor to possess fireworks in State Parks. Now, we’re really not trying to put a damper on 
your Independence Day fun, it’s just that parks are no place for things that explode. And the only things that 
should be sparkling at night are the stars above.

Within the state park system we have a variety of wildlife and plant life… and despite the rains we’ve had this 
spring…devastating wildfires can flare up with a single runaway spark and destroy it all.

Moreover, many visitors choose a state park setting to get away from the hustle and bustle of a city soundscape. 
And they cannot abide the big booms and rat-a-tat-tat of these holiday explosives. And we want everyone to 
enjoy themselves in state parks.

And if you enjoy fireworks, some State Parks do facilitate public pyrotechnic displays. And you can find out 
which ones will be whooping it up this July Fourth weekend when you log onto the Texas parks and Wildlife 
website.

TPW Mag – Garner State Park

Monday, July 4th, 2016

The cold, crystal waters of the Frio River that flow through Garner State Park in Uvalde County, have 
attracted people since prehistoric times.

 That is some of the best water in the state, I would say.

The water attracts them, but the bounty, beauty and relaxed vibe keeps them coming back. Melissa Gaskill is a 
freelance writer living in Austin; she wrote about this 75-year-old park for the July issue of Texas Parks and 
Wildlife magazine. Garner has special meaning to many Texans, including Gaskill.

 I love it. I think, to me, it’s just kind of a heritage. A piece of Texas that’s been special to me since I was little. 
Special to my parents. Now it’s special to my children. And I hope one of these days—not in the too distant 
future—my grandchildren.

Vintage structures built in the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation Corps dot the landscape, and in summer the 
pavilion—with its jukebox filled with diverse musical offerings—swarms with activity.
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Yeah. That’s the first place I ever got asked to dance—the Garner Pavilion. I danced with my kids there when 
they were little. I see other people dancing with their children and grandchildren there. The Pavilion is a very 
special place.

Read Melissa Gaskill’s story about Garner State Park in the July issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine.

Garner State Park Offers Family Fun

Tuesday, July 5th, 2016

Enduring traditions and beautiful scenery have drawn generations of Texans to Garner State Park.

A number of times when I was very small we went to Garner. And then, actually not just when I was very small, 
but I remember going there as a middle schooler and even a high schooler. In fact, I went there the weekend 
after I graduated from high school with a big bunch of friends. I’ve always loved going to Garner.

Melissa Gaskill is a freelance writer living in Austin; she says the bracing waters of the Frio River keep her 
coming back.

That is some of the best water in the state, I would say. Swimming in it; tubing on it; just lying next to it staring 
at it…. It’s a gorgeous river. The setting is beautiful. It has those big, beautiful trees. You’ve got Old Baldy. The 
sky’s usually blue. It’s really a beautiful, peaceful place to go and have a great time.

When Melissa Gaskill had children, she introduced them to this scenic getaway that also offers tubing, 
paddling, fishing, hiking, and camping.

My children also love to camp and do all the things outdoors that I love to do. And, they loved it so much they 
wanted to go back every year. So, it was not a conscious thing, but definitely in my sub-conscious obviously this 
is a special place, for me. And I wanted it to be a special place for my family—and it happened.

Melissa’s grown children visit Garner State Park on their own now. And she says one day she hopes to carry on 
the tradition and introduce her future grandchildren to this special place.

New Funding for Old Parks

Wednesday, July 6th, 2016

In 2015 the Texas Legislature approved $90 million dollars for critical park repairs and other capital 
projects.

11— The legislature passed HB 158 that provided sustained funding, fully dedicating the Sporting Goods sales 
taxes to the state park system and local park grants.

Kevin Good is special assistant to the director of state parks. In the short-term, he says most of the new funding 
will pay for repairs and improvements that aren’t “sexy”.

11— A good deal of the increased funding will be used to address infrastructure needs. The water and 
wastewater systems are things that you don’t see as a visitor, but you will know if they are not functioning.

Yet, not all updates and projects deal with park plumbing.
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29—Currently we’re doing planning on redevelopment of Galveston Island State Park, which obviously was 
impacted heavily by Hurricane Ike several years ago. On the other side of the state we are currently planning to 
build a visitor center at Franklin Mountains. Huntsville, north of Houston, we’re doing some repairs to the 
facilities that were built by the CCC [Civilian Conservation Corps] in the 1930s there. So, we’ll be working on 
the dam, the boathouse and lodge.

Most parks will benefit from the new funding over time. Log onto the Texas Parks and Wildlife website for 
additional information.

New Parks on the Horizon

Thursday, July 7th, 2016

The Texas Legislature approved $90 million dollars for state parks during its 2015 session; critical park 
repairs are just beginning of how the money will be spent.

One of the things people will see in the coming years is the development of several new parks.

Kevin Good is special assistant to the director of state parks.

First in line of those is Palo Pinto Mountains State Park, located halfway between Fort Worth and Abilene, 
right off of I-20. We’re doing the planning and design right now, and we’ll be approaching the legislature about 
funding for construction of that site in the next session.

Good says if all goes as planned, Palo Pinto State Park will begin receiving visitors in as few as five years from 
now.

After that, there are other park sites. The [Albert and] Bessie Kronkosky State Natural Area near San Antonio 
will be another site that will come online largely due to this increased funding.

Another park under development is Powderhorn Ranch, near Matagorda Bay along the Gulf Coast. Part of its 
more than 17-thousand acres will eventually become a state park while the rest will serve as a wildlife 
management area.

Find details on park improvements on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Wildlife Viewing in State Parks

Friday, July 8th, 2016

There’s no telling the diversity of wildlife that will cross your path—from birds to bison—when you spend time 
outdoors.

If you missed the May issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine, you can find it online at 
tpwmagazine.com. In that issue, writer Dale Blasingame put together a list of state parks that offer some of the 
best wildlife viewing in Texas. We mention some of them here.

If you want to set eyes on one big mammal—the bison—you can do that at Caprock Canyons State park, where 
the official herd of Texas roams freely. These majestic animals will leave you in awe.

Brazos Bend and Sea Rim State Parks are known for their alligators—which have a prehistoric look about them. 
The park also boasts a wide array of beautiful bird species.
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Speaking of birds, Choke Canyon State park in South Texas has been recognized by the American Birding 
Association for the diversity of species one can see there.

If you prefer to keep your eyes to the ground, Lake Arrowhead will charm you with its prairie dog town. But 
you have to be patient, as those little guys are shy—but it’s worth the wait when you see them pop up from their 
burrows.

Find the complete list of the nine best state parks for wildlife viewing at tpwmagazine.com.

Swimming Opportunities at State Parks

Monday, July 11th, 2016

Don’t hunker down indoors with the air conditioning running this summer. Get outside to a state park and cool 
off. Many parks offer a refreshing alternative to air-conditioned cabin fever with a number of swimming 
opportunities…

Public swimming pools can be fun, but if you prefer a more natural setting, float your cares away at Blanco 
State Park, 40 miles north of San Antonio. Although it got hit hard by floods in 2015, the water’s fine. Here 
you’ll find cool, clear, spring-fed swimming for anyone seeking refuge from the long Texas summer.

Just 10 miles north of Beaumont is Village Creek State Park, and a free-flowing stream, popular with tubers 
and paddlers. [Due to recent flooding, swimming is not allowed]

About one hour from Fort Worth, Dinosaur Valley State Park allows visitors to swim in the same Paluxy 
River where dinosaurs roamed 113-million years ago.

Garner State Park near Uvalde is home to 10 acres of Frio riverfront, giving visitors plenty of space to swim 
the clear water, scoot the rapids in inner tubes, or even rent pedal boats.

Find listings of river and creek swimming sites at state parks when you log onto texassrtateparks.org. You’ll 
also find a list of sites with lake swimming, and even some with ocean swimming. When taking a dip in natural 
setting, always use caution. Find safety tips on the Parks and Wildlife website. And don’t forget your 
sunscreen!

Pollinators in Peril

Tuesday, July 12th, 2016

Pollinators are a trending topic these days.

We’re mainly talking about insects and sometimes mammals—like bats—who visit flowers.

Michael Warriner is non-game and rare species program leader for Texas Parks and Wildlife. Pollinators visit 
flowers for nectar or pollen, which they use as food.

But in the process, they’re transferring pollen from plant-to-plant, which the plant needs to become pollinated, 
and set viable seed.

Yet, over the years we’ve noticed a decline in the number of non-native and native pollinator species.
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There’s a whole level of concern that’s manifested out of the concern for honeybees. Folks then started thinking 
about what’s going on with native bees, butterflies… And research shows that with things like bumblebees, 
there are a number of species that have experienced declines—that have disappeared from big parts of their 
range. And so there’s this whole overarching concern about native and non-native pollinators since their so 
closely tied to-–especially—human food production.

Tomorrow: how landowners can help revive slumping pollinator populations with Texas Parks and Wildlife’s 
new protocol.

New Pollinator Protocols

Wednesday, July 13th, 2016

European honeybees and native bees, both important pollinators, are in decline.

With interest in declining pollinators, there’s been a call from a number of landowners for plans to help these 
species.

Texas Parks and Wildlife’s Michael Warriner says the agency developed new pollinator protocols for 
landowner use that begin with food and nesting sites for bees and other pollinators.

Let’s say you only have a few species of [flowers] that bloom in the spring. Not many in the summer. Not many 
in the fall. You could do a reseeding, or seed the area with native plant seed. Now, that can oftentimes be 
expensive if you have a lot of acres. In the protocols, we also describe another method of putting in native 
pollinator plots. You can consider this analogous to a deer food plot where you put in, let’s say, a half an acre. 
You seed it with good quality native plant seed. A number of species. And that’s your native pollinator plot, 
which makes it a little more cost effective than reseeding a really big area.

Find complete protocols on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website. Some landowners who implement protocols 
may qualify for a wildlife exemption.

If they’re actively wanting to develop a wildlife management plan for their property, they don’t have to do all 
the protocols; they can pick and choose what they want to do. If they need help, they can contact their local 
Texas Parks and Wildlife biologist in their region for help with this.

Getting to Know Dabblers and Divers

Thursday, July 14th, 2016

What do gadwalls…pintails…teal…wigeons… redheads and shovelers have in common?

That’s right. They’re ducks…waterfowl. They’re also game birds. But the similarities don’t end there. These 
fowl are further grouped by another characteristic.

There’re two different types of ducks, there’re dabblers and there’re divers.

Dave Morrison is the waterfowl program leader at Parks and Wildlife. Neither of the descriptions—diver nor 
dabbler—fully conveys what to expect from these birds.

And the difference is the way they feed. How they’re bodies are made up. Dabblers tend to have their feet more 
centered, whereas, divers are in the back of the body. Dabblers jump, spring into the air, whereas diving ducks 
pitter patter along the water.
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Still not sure whether you would be able to distinguish a dabbling duck from a diving duck? Then, consider the 
following next time you see a flock of fowl feeding at a lake, stock pond or reservoir:

Dabblers feed at or near the water’s surface by filtering food… and they often tip upside down in the water to 
reach food at the bottom of a pond.

TPW TV – Rescuing History

Friday, July 15th, 2016

For the past 30 years, PBS viewers have experienced the Texas outdoors through Texas Parks and Wildlife’s 
television series. To celebrate, show producers, including Karen Loke who’s been with the series 24 years, 
share their favorite stories from the past.

And my favorite story is called Rescuing History. It’s about the capture and relocation of the last of the 
Southern Plains bison herd.

[Narrator Jim Swift] Doug is helping capture and relocate the last few descendants of the Southern Plains 
Bison. A pure, genetic strain of buffalo found nowhere else in the world.

[Doug Humphreys] But what makes this one different is that another buffalo has never been brought into this 
herd. There’s been no outside gene source introduced into this particular bison herd. So we’ve got a distinct 
genetic strain of buffalo that doesn’t exist anywhere else.

Producer Karen Loke said this touched her due to something rather unexpected that happened during filming. 
You can see for yourself when you tune into the Texas Parks and Wildlife television series on PBS the week of 
July 17.

[Roy Welch] To those of us involved in this project, it’s turned into be something quite more than just a simple 
matter of capturing a bison herd and relocating them over here to Caprock Canyons, in essence, we’re literally 
capturing a living piece of Texas history.

The award-winning Texas Parks and Wildlife Television series celebrates 30 years on PBS all season long. 
Check your local listings.

The Benefits of Flooding

Monday, July 18th, 2016

Torrential rains in 2015 and again in 2016 ended five years of exceptional drought across Texas, but also caused 
rivers to flood.

It’s important to recognize that floods are a part of a functioning river system.

Ryan McGillicuddy is a Texas Parks and Wildlife conservation ecologist. We tend to focus on the negative 
impacts of flooding, but ecologically, floods have beneficial functions, too.

Once the water spills out of its normal channel, it infiltrates into that riparian zone, and becomes absorbed by 
that soil and then acts as a time-release capsule that feeds the river channel; the water makes its way back to 
the channel in the drier times of the year. There are also a number of fish and animal species that are 
dependent on floodwaters. There are a number of tree species that thrive on floodwaters. So, ecologically, there 
are a number of things a functioning floodplains provide.
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A riparian zone is the land that parallels rivers and streams. A broad and wide undeveloped floodplain contains 
plenty of vegetation that forces floodwaters to slow down, giving soil time to absorb them, thus protecting more 
developed areas downstream.

It gives water a place to go.

Getting to know riparian zones…that’s tomorrow.

Riparian Zones: Life Along the Edges

Tuesday, July 19th, 2016

The technical name for the land along river and stream banks is riparian zone.

A riparian zone is that special transition zone between the stream channel and the uplands.

Ryan McGillicuddy, a conservation ecologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife, says riparian zones are diverse.

It’s comprised of different composition of plant species, and it’s critical to the health of both the channel and 
the uplands. So, it’s a narrow band, but it’s really important in the health and function of a stream and for fish 
and wildlife habitat.

Depending on the size of the river or stream, a riparian zone can be from 25 to over 200 feet wide. Identifying 
where the riparian zone ends and the uplands begins isn’t as hard as you might imagine.

It’s basically that area on the slope, coming up away from the channel, until you see things that are more 
typical of upland vegetation. In the Hill Country, that would be when you start seeing things like cedar and ash 
juniper.

These strips of land are more than places to bring a picnic or fishing pole.

Riparian zones perform a number of ecological functions, as well as structural functions in protecting streams 
and keeping them—I guess—resisting forces like erosion.

And we’ll learn more about that tomorrow.

Benefits of Healthy Riparian Zones

Wednesday, July 20th, 2016

A riparian zone is a transitional area between a stream or river and an upland ecosystem. Conservation 
ecologist, Ryan McGillicuddy says these strips of land, which can be from 25 to over 200 feet wide, perform 
vital ecological functions.

They provide excellent habitat for fish and wildlife both in stream and on the land. The leaf litter provides 
nutrient contributions. The fallen logs provide structural habitat in the stream for fish and wildlife. A lot of the 
nutrient and diet for some of our sport fish species and the food web within the channel comes from a land 
source. Structurally, riparian zones provide a number of functions. The plant roots act like rebar and hold the 
banks of the channel together to resist the force of erosion.

When rain events cause streams and rivers to overflow their banks, riparian zones are the first line of defense.
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If you have an intact, healthy riparian zone, it will slow the forces of floodwaters. It will help capture sediment, 
filter nutrients, slow runoff from upland sources…

These healthy riparian zones also soak up water like a sponge, adding to stream flow during drier times.

Unfortunately, a lot of the land use practices over the last 150 years from really intense settlement have altered 
the natural state of some of these riparian zones.

Tomorrow: When riparian zones are weakened.

The Reality of Weak Riparian Zones

Thursday, July 21st, 2016

We call the land that flanks rivers and streams a riparian zone. When these areas are intact with native 
vegetation, they slow the forces of floodwaters, help capture sediment, filter nutrients, and slow runoff from 
upland sources. Yet, land use practices over the past 150 years have altered their natural state.

Things like mowing, excessive foot or vehicle traffic, or excessive browsing from either livestock or unmanaged 
wildlife…

Ryan McGillicuddy is a Texas Parks and Wildlife conservation ecologist.

So, water sheds off quicker, it can contribute to higher peak flows for flooding. And really, those areas become 
less resilient; they recover less quickly from disturbance events like floods.

Floodwater, can demolish stream and river banks that lack healthy stands of native vegetation.

What happens when you reduce the vegetation diversity and number of species is you lose some of the root 
stock that these native trees and grasses provide. These native species have very, very deep root systems that act 
like rebar holding the soil together. So they’re less resistant to erosional forces. So, we end up seeing less stable 
stream systems.

Helping the land recover after a devastating flood event. That’s tomorrow.

Preserving Riparian Zones

Friday, July 22nd, 2016

Recent statewide flooding events beat up native vegetation in riparian zones, leaving behind tangles of uprooted 
trees and shrubs. Landowners’ first instinct is to clean up the mess, but is that the best action to take?

One of the most important and critical components of a riparian area is fallen vegetation.

Ryan McGillicuddy is a Texas Parks and Wildlife conservation ecologist.

As fallen wood—woody debris—start to decompose, they add nutrients to the soil. They act as fish and wildlife 
habitat. They act as cages that protect new plants. The next generation of trees. The next generation of grasses. 
It provides a little refuge for those plants to get started before they’re browsed on by wildlife or they’re 
trampled by foot traffic.
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Despite the unsightly nature of this vagrant vegetation, McGillicuddy says it is a critical component of a healthy 
functioning riparian area. Provided it’s not creating a safety risk, he says to consider leaving it where it is.

Another thing it does is as flood waters do rise up and spill out of their banks, that wood can help slow some of 
that water down, and help capture sediment. And, when the sediment falls out of the water, it’s actually building 
the structure of the banks. Adding sediment and new layers of soil, as opposed to it being washed away when 
there’s not a diversity of species for something like a mowed lawn. Or an area that’s been over-grazed.

Texas Parks and Wildlife has worked with landowners along the flood ravaged Blanco River to revegetate with 
native plants.

Use Caution When Feeding Backyard Birds

Monday, July 25th, 2016

Texans like to place seed feeders in their yards to entice nearby birds to venture even closer.

There are things to consider when putting out a bird feeder.

Cliff Shackelford is a non-game ornithologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says to carefully consider 
feeder placement.

You don’t want to put it too close to the window, where a bird might fly into the window. You don’t want to put 
it too close to the shrubs, where the neighbor’s cat might be very attracted to the Grand central Station that 
you’ve created.

As nature provides plenty of food this time of year, and hot humid weather plays foul with feeders, Cliff 
recommends using them during less abundant times.

There’s a fungus that can grow on the seeds and create something called aflatoxin that’s deadly to birds. And, 
there’s also Mother Nature giving birds a lot of food in the warmer months. So, we often tend to gauge bird 
activity by what is at our feeder. And when we don’t see birds at the feeder, we think oh the sky is falling—
there’s are no birds. Well, the birds are there, they’re just up high ion the tree, eating what mother nature 
provided. It’s a homemade buffet versus pre-packaged stuff we call seeds.

If you do put out feeders, clean them every two weeks—more often during times of heavy use and wet weather.

Ask a Game Warden: Is it Okay to Shoot Snakes?

Tuesday, July 26th, 2016

Some wildlife can be alarming. Twitter follower Julie Davis-Raley sent us a tweet asking if it is legal for 
citizens to shoot snakes they see in the road. We turned to Game Warden Kevin Davis, chief of wildlife 
enforcement, for her answer.

You know, there’s a state law that prohibits discharging firearms of any type from a roadway. What’s 
perplexing, though, is the thought that a snake needs to be shot. There are a lot of good snakes out there. 
Snakes are part of our ecosystem. Some are quite fascinating. Some are quite beautiful to look at. But, we do 
encourage safety around homes, and around things where snakes don’t need to be. And we certainly don’t want 
to discourage someone from keeping themselves safe. However, most snakes are put together something like 
this: if you leave them alone, they’re going to leave you alone. And so, we hope that by simply leaving that 
animal alone, that it goes on about its business and doesn’t need human intervention.
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Send us a tweet with your questions for our game wardens. Use the hashtag #askagamewarden. We’re 
@passporttotexas. Your question could get answered on the radio.

Sea Rim Bounces Back from Past Hurricanes

Wednesday, July 27th, 2016

At the far southeast corner of Texas lies a remote and unique coastal park. Sea Rim State Park has 5.2 miles of 
Gulf shoreline and 4,000 acres of marshlands…and is no stranger to the fury of hurricanes.

Sea Rim has a long history with hurricanes.

Nathan Londenberg is site superintendent at Sea Rim.

Back in the late 80s, we had Hurricane Jerry that came through—and it wiped out Highway 87. Then, we had 
Hurricane Rita. Hurricane Rita came out and it devastated the park. Then, after Hurricane Rita, the park was 
just about to reopen, and lo and behold, Hurricane Ike decided to come and visit the park.

Ike completely wiped out the infrastructure at the park in 2008, save for the Gambusia Nature Trail. But it’s not 
all bad.

It’s a fresh, new leaf. The park has slowly been rebuilding with all brand new facilities and amenities for the 
public to come and enjoy.

This coastal wonderland is open, and ready for your visit.

We have 15 water and electric campsites. We have camping out on the beach. We have a boardwalk that you 
can walk out to the beach if you don’t want to drive out. We do have a couple of restrooms, and a cabin that we 
rent out with the comforts of home with air conditioning. We also have 10 miles of canoes and paddling trails. 
We do rent out canoes and kayaks at the park as well.

There’s more about Sea Rim SP on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Eating Insects on Purpose

Thursday, July 28th, 2016

he practice of eating insects is called entomophagy—and 19-hundred species have been identified as edible.

In terms of foraging for insects in the wild, I’ll just caution: we don’t recommend people do this to get their 
insects.

Lee Cadesky is co-founder with his brother Eli of C-Fu Foods, Inc. and One Hop Kitchen. They developed an 
ecological and sustainable meat alternative using insect protein. While most insects are edible, Lee says if you 
want nibble on some, don’t harvest them from the backyard; instead, buy bugs raised for human consumption.

Just to make sure, you know, you don’t want pesticide residues. And also that you aren’t harming the wild 
stocks of insects that are out there by over gathering them.

However—and let’s hope this never happens—if you lose your way in the wilderness while on a hike, this is the 
time to forage for insects to keep up your strength until a search party finds you.
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If you do find yourself stranded, most ants are edible; they’re a little sour. They contain formic acid. Crickets 
tend to be edible. In general, most insect species are edible. You want to avoid ones that have bright colors. 
That’s typically a signal that there’s some kind of poison or toxin in the insect, and they’re trying to warn you: 
don’t eat me—I could hurt you.

Or you could remember to pack protein bars.

TPW TV – Owls Underground

Friday, July 29th, 2016

Birds don’t get much cuter than the burrowing owl. And you won’t have to stay up past your bedtime to see 
one.

One of the great things about these owls is [unlike most owls] they’re out during the day; they’re active day and 
night.

The week of July 31, get to know this small sandy colored owl with long legs during a segment of the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS. Alan Fisher produced a story that looks at how this species, threatened 
and endangered in some part of North America, survives its dwindling habitat in El Paso.

So, they’re a species of concern here because of habitat loss. Burrowing owls don’t tend to dig their own 
burrows from scratch. They will occupy burrows left from prairie dogs or ground squirrels or other burrowing 
animals. So, as those animals get pushed out burrowing owls lose their habitat as well.

Fisher also talks with Texas Parks and Wildlife biologist Lois Balin, who creates artificial owl nest borrows 
fitted with video surveillance systems.

Having the cameras underground, gives the biologists a lot of new tools. It’s pretty awesome.

Not surprisingly, says Fisher, the cameras are revealing much about the hidden lives of burrowing owls, from 
the number of eggs and nestlings, to prey items, and even visitors.

The skunk discovery is the rather astonishing discovery. Skunks are going into the burrows and occupying them, 
and in some cases preying on the owls.

To find out how the burrowing owls fare, tune into the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS the week 
of July 31. Check your local listings.
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State Bison Herd at Caprock Canyons State Park

Monday, August 1st, 2016

Caprock Canyons State Park is home to living history: the State Bison Herd.

The herd was started by Charles Goodnight back in the 1870s. And it’s one of the five foundation herds that all 
bison today pretty much come from.

http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-owls-underground/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/species/burowl/
https://youtu.be/BeKOm3DLu5g
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/images/alan-fisher-birding.jpg
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/tv30.phtml
http://passporttotexas.org/state-bison-herd-at-caprock-canyons-state-park/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/caprock-canyons


Unchecked slaughter of Bison nearly brought them to extinction. Mary Goodnight, wife of legendary Texas 
rancher Charles Goodnight, encouraged her husband to capture calves to save the species. The 130 or so bison 
roaming Caprock Canyons today are direct descendants of those animals.

There is about 12-thousand acres of bison range in the park. Just about everything that’s open to the public is 
open to the bison. You can run into them almost everywhere in the park.

Donald Beard, Park Superintendent, says although bison roam freely, visitors must not interact with them.

We do everything we can to keep the park visitor and the animal safe. We educate the visitors as they come in. 
There are signs. As they come into the visitor center, they’re hand a safety message pamphlet that talks about 
what to do if you run into a bison on the trail. We just have to keep telling visitors that this is a bison range; of 
course the bison have the right-of-way. So, the best thing you can do if you run along a bison on a trail is find a 
shade tree, get out your camera, take some pictures, and wait for them to move on.

Tomorrow: the annual Texas Bison Music Fest.

Bison Music Festival at Caprock Canyons

Tuesday, August 2nd, 2016

Clear your calendar the weekend of September 17 and make plans to attend the annual Texas State Bison Music 
Festival.

This year’s festival is in the town of Quitaque; it’s a street dance where we close off part of the street. We have 
arts and craft vendors, lots of food, and some fantastic entertainment this year.

Quitaque is south of Caprock Canyons State Park, home to the state’s bison herd. Donald Beard is 
superintendent. The festival is a fundraiser for the Texas State Bison Herd Restoration Project.

It’s a good way to have a fundraiser and have a lot of fun. This year we’re also celebrating because the bison 
has recently been named as our national mammal. So, we’ve got lots of reasons to celebrate this year.

Tickets are available now; festival details and ticket prices at bisonfest.com.

The festival this year will be headlined by Robert Earl Keen. We have several other entertainers: Mark Powell, 
Zac Wilkerson, and Kevin Deal. You can call the park for more information, or you can check us out at our 
website or Facebook…Texas State Bison Music Festival. The concert starts at about 3 p.m.; vendors start at 9 
a.m. Come all day and bring your lawn chairs.

The Texas State Bison Music Festival, benefiting the Texas State Bison Herd Restoration Project is Saturday 
September 17 in Quitaque. Plenty of food and drink–including adult beverages–available from vendors.

Be safe and have a designated driver.

You can bring a cooler when you pay a $10 cooler fee.

100 Years of the Migratory Bird Treaty

Wednesday, August 3rd, 2016

http://www.bisonfest.com/
http://passporttotexas.org/bison-music-festival-at-caprock-canyons/
http://http/www.bisonfest.com
http://passporttotexas.org/100-years-of-the-migratory-bird-treaty/


This year is the centennial of the Convention between the United States and Great Britain for the Protection of 
Migratory Birds–also called the Migratory Bird Treaty.

That was signed by Great Britain for Canada at the time–in August of 1916–where that was a protection for all 
migratory birds between Canada and the United States.

Shaun Oldenburger, a migratory game bird biologist with Parks and Wildlife, says as early as the 1860s 
grassroots efforts evolved to develop game laws for birds.

There became this knowledge that birds cross political boundaries, and that they needed protection in both 
wintering and breeding locations. This primarily happened due to some droughts that were occurring, some 
habitat loss that was occurring during the earliest part of the 20th century. And so, some very smart people and 
some very proactive individuals got together and decided that we needed to protect these birds both on the 
breeding and wintering grounds.

It was that understanding of natural laws that set the stage for the Convention and man’s laws.

The idea of the convention is that we need this holistic protection for these birds across their lifecycle. I think 
it’s really interesting that as long ago as a hundred–and even more than a hundred years ago–people were 
thinking about conserving species, when I think that a lot of us consider it [conserving species], sort of, a new 
idea. Yeah. It’s amazing. In fact, a lot of the bird conservation work we’ve had has really spawned in the last 30 
or 40 years. But, the premise–in the state of Texas and beyond the boundaries in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, and japan–was established in the 19th Century. 

We’ll talk more about the Migratory Bird Treaty tomorrow.

The Wildlife Restoration program supports our series.

Save Birds, Save the World

Thursday, August 4th, 2016

The Convention for the Protection of Migratory Birds, signed in 1916, between the US and Great Britain–
which signed for Canada–paved the way for conservation of all migratory birds.

All birds out there, except our upland game birds are covered underneath this act and this convention. It 
includes songbirds, doves, ducks, cranes… And it includes nearly all the birds that you see on the landscape.

Shaun Oldenburger is a migratory game bird biologist with Parks and Wildlife. Grassroots conservation efforts 
have been ongoing since the 19th century, but it wasn’t until the Convention, also known as the Migratory Bird 
Act, that meaningful protections were put into place.

A lot of these laws came forth in the 20th Century, but these ideas have been around a long time. A lot of folks 
now are engaged in bird conservation; it’s more out there. It’s more, say, in your face. But there are a lot of 
groups out there doing a lot of good work. And a lot of this is spawned from 100 years ago from this 
convention.

Oldenburger says birds enrich our lives. We share the planet with them, and as such, we also share that which 
makes life possible.

https://www.fws.gov/birds/mbtreaty100/
https://www.fws.gov/birds/mbtreaty100/
http://passporttotexas.org/save-birds-save-the-world/
https://www.fws.gov/birds/mbtreaty100/


We depend on water. We depend on air. We depend on resources. The same as birds. So, if folks start thinking 
about walking out of their house in the morning and hear birds calling–they can make that connection: we are 
all here, we’re all depending on the same things, and birds play an integral part of our world.

Meteors Over Texas

Friday, August 5th, 2016

When small fragments of cosmic debris—created when a comet swings past the sun—enter the earth’s 
atmosphere at high rates of speed, they’re visible as streaks of light in the night sky. And there are plenty of 
meteor showers on the way.

The popular Perseid meteor shower, which peaks in mid-August, is among the more popular meteor events, and 
seems to originate from the constellation Perseus. In dark sky locations, expect to see up to 75 meteors an hour.

From early October to Mid-November the Orionids are visible. In a normal year you may see 20-25 meteors an 
hour; in a great year, as many as 50/hr.

The Leonids, are visible much of November, caused by the comet Temple-Tuttle. The Leonids have offered 
stunning meteor storms as recently as 2001, but expect only 15 meteors an hour through 2031 when the comet 
reappears.

The Geminids, visible from early to mid-December, are often bright and intensely colored. Meteors start 
showing up before 10 p.m., which means you don’t have to get up in the middle of the night to see them.

Whether you see 1 or 100 meteors, it’s always a thrill. You can always find more stargazing infor

Red-crowned Parrots–a Texas Native

Monday, August 8th, 2016

If you live in any of the urban areas of Texas, you’ve probably seen large colonies of the green and gray colored 
bird known as the monk parakeet. You might think they are native to Texas, but they’re not.

And they were escaped birds that have done very well. But what’s very neat, is if you go a little farther south 
into the Rio Grande Valley, we have a native parrot, that’s green and has a little red on the forehead, called the 
Red-crowned Parrot.

Cliff Shackelford is a non-game ornithologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife.

And that bird [the red-crowned parrot] is a native species with a very small global range that is from south 
Texas all the way to parts of northeast Mexico.

Cliff says you’ll find the native red-crowned parrot in the Rio Grande Valley. And they may be closer than you 
think.

They’re highly urbanized. That’s where a lot of the green space is. A lot of the fruit that they’re eating in 
backyards. Seed feeders and so forth. They’re really thriving well in south Texas.

We’ll have more about this charismatic native parrot and its tendency to dine and nest in the backyards of Rio 
Grande Valley residents.

http://passporttotexas.org/meteors-over-texas/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/calendar/stargazing
http://passporttotexas.org/red-crowned-parrots-a-texas-native/
http://www.theworldbirdingcenter.com/red_crownedparrot.html


Meanwhile, explore the unique and beautiful regions of Texas with our nine interactive Great Wildlife Trail 
Maps! Find them on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Some RGV Residents Have Backyard Parrots

Tuesday, August 9th, 2016

It may surprise no one that the Rio Grande Valley is home to a native parrot species. What may astound you, 
though, is to find one in your yard.

They’re going to come to fruiting trees. When acorns are in season in the fall, they’ll really hit those. If you 
have a platform bird feeder, you might get parrots coming to your platform bird feeder for sunflower seeds.

Cliff Shackelford, non-game ornithologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife, says the native Red-crowned Parrot 
makes itself at home in urban settings; readily building nests in abandoned “real estate.”

They really like dead palm trees. The kind that there’s just a trunk standing, they’re no more green fronds, and 
it’s very brittle. The golden fronted woodpecker comes in and excavates a cavity and uses it to raise a family; 
well the next year, a parrot might use it. A parrot can’t really excavate like a woodpecker, but he says,’hey, I 
just need to make this a little bigger, and I’ll use it.’

If you live in the Rio Grande Valley and have a dead or dying palm in your yard (that doesn’t pose a safety 
threat), leave it for the birds. It’s good for them and nature tourism.

Brownsville, Harlingen, Weslaco and McAllen–all have city ordinances where you cannot mess with the birds. 
And one reason is the nature tourists from all over the world come to the valley to see several unique birds, and 
the red-crowned parrot is usually near the top
of the list.

Learn more about Texas birding opportunities on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Scorpions Making Themselves at Home–in Yours

Wednesday, August 10th, 2016

I find scorpions in my house from time to time. With their crablike pincers and barbed tails, they’re scary little 
guys.

I think we have a natural reaction to anything with different body morphology.

Ben Hutchins is an invertebrate biologist at Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says scorpions dwell in a wide variety 
of habitats.

Pretty much any habitat except Alpine environments.

Although we have several species this arachnid in Texas, Hutchins says we’re not likely to run into them.

Usually, we don’t run into them that often because they’re mainly active at night; during the day they’re usually 
hiding under rocks, under logs—deep in leaf litter as well. So, we don’t run into them a lot, except when 
perhaps we’re in the yard gardening, or they might wander into our house at night.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/
http://passporttotexas.org/some-rgv-residents-have-backyard-parrots/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/parks/things-to-do/birding-in-state-parks
http://passporttotexas.org/scorpions-making-themselves-at-home-in-yours/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/education/resources/texas-junior-naturalists/be-nature-safe/arachnids


Why do they come into our homes?

It’s not really intentional; during their foraging, they might see a crack under your door as just another crevice 
that they’ll be traveling through in search of prey.

Once they’re inside, they could make themselves comfy.

If you have a room with the lights off and lots of boxes—places to hide—that mirrors their natural environment 
with lots of secure hiding place for them…

How scorpions are beneficial in the environment. That’s tomorrow.

Scorpions are Beneficial, Just not in the House

Thursday, August 11th, 2016

Texas boasts a fair number of scorpion species.

There are about 18 species in Texas. Depending on where you’re at—you may have more or less.

Ben Hutchins is an invertebrate biologist at Texas Parks and Wildlife.

In all of Texas, we don’t have scorpions that are considered life threatening. As with any animal that has 
venom, there’s always the possibility of an allergic reaction.

To healthy non-allergic people a scorpion sting may simply cause short-term discomfort. In nature, scorpions 
are highly beneficial.

Scorpions are predators, and so they feed on a variety of potential pest organisms. Some scorpions also feed on 
other scorpions, so they do have an important role in the environment potentially controlling pest 
populations…insects…spiders…other arachnids. There’s also potential medical utility for scorpions as well—
using venom to treat medical conditions.

Therefore, if a scorpion inadvertently wanders into your home some evening while foraging…

There’s really no cause for alarm. What I usually do is use a cup [and place it over the scorpion and use a] 
piece of paper that you kind of slide under there to pick up the scorpion. And then you can just remove it and 
put it in an area where it can do its business.

I probably shouldn’t admit this, but my fight or flight response kicks in when I see a scorpion, and I squish it. 
Sorry about that.

Ask A Game Warden: Dangers of the Job

Friday, August 12th, 2016

Grahame Jones, Chief of Special Operations for Texas Game Wardens, will be the first to tell you that these law 
enforcement professionals love their jobs.

It’s an incredible opportunity. Our office is outside; we get some very cool equipment: four-wheel drive vehicles 
and vessels and ATVs [all terrain vehicles] and those sorts of things.

http://passporttotexas.org/scorpions-are-beneficial-just-not-in-the-house/
http://passporttotexas.org/ask-a-game-warden-dangers-of-the-job/


It may sound like an enjoyable way to spend time outdoors, but there’s more to it. Much more. And radio 
listener, Mason Outzs contacted us to ask about the dangers Game Wardens face on a daily basis.

There are dangers. We’ve lost 19 game wardens in the line of duty since 1895; six of those game wardens were 
actually murdered and six of those game wardens drowned. So, we never really know what type of situation 
we’re going to come up on. We’re often working at night, alone, in very remote areas. Many times our game 
wardens are doing search and rescue and emergency response during some of the worst conditions imaginable. 
So, those are really some of the dangers that our game wardens have to deal with on a daily basis.

Grahame Jones says for Game Wardens who’ve been through traumatic experiences, they have access to 
members of the critical incident team, all of whom are trained in counseling.

Send your question to Ask a Game Warden from the contact us page at passporttotexas.org. We may answer 
it on the radio.

Ask a Game Warden: Citizens Ride Alongs

Monday, August 15th, 2016

Since the TV show Lone Star Law—which is about Texas Game Wardens—premiered in June on Animal 
Planet, interest in ride-a-longs has increased.

A ride along is when someone from the public that’s not a commissioned peace officer actually rides with a 
game warden during their patrol—either in a vessel or in a vehicle.

Listener Mason from Southeast Texas sent a question into Ask a Game Warden inquiring whether members of 
the public are permitted to tag along while they make their rounds. Chief of Special Operations for Texas Game 
Wardens, Grahame Jones, says the answer is a qualified “yes.”

What they would need to do is contact their local Game Warden; they can go to the sheriff’s office or local 
game warden office. And you can actually go to the Texas Parks and Wildlife website, and locate the find a 
game warden tab—you can actually get the phone number for your game warden that way—and then make 
contact with them. In general, the ride-a-long can take a while to get approved through the chain of command. 
So, they’re not always feasible. Ideally, we like to reserve the ride-a-long programs for college students, maybe 
an internship from a university, or someone from the media that wants a little bit closer look at what we do.

Send your question to Ask a Game Warden from the contact us page at passporttotexas.org. We may answer 
it on the radio.

Caprock Canyons Search and Rescue

Tuesday, August 16th, 2016

Caprock Canyons State Park is 14-thousand acres of rough terrain, and elevation drops of a thousand feet. If 
you hike there, Superintendent Donald Beard says “stick to designated trails.”

We have about 28-miles of trails inside the park—which are multi-use trails. But, not all people follow the 
trails. And some bad things can happen when that takes place.

During the July Fourth weekend, a man and woman went off trail, and ventured into a remote area, where the 
woman ended up falling and breaking her leg.

https://passporttotexas.org/contact/
http://passporttotexas.org/ask-a-game-warden-citizens-ride-alongs/
http://www.animalplanet.com/tv-shows/lone-star-law/
https://passporttotexas.org/contact/
http://passporttotexas.org/caprock-canyons-search-and-rescue/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/caprock-canyons


So, the husband was able to use his cell phone and get assistance. We were able to dispatch—not only us—but 
several other law enforcement agencies and fire departments. Close to two dozen people. About 10 and a half 
hours of either searching, or trying to remove her from the remote location so we could get her to a helicopter.

Superintendent Beard said rescue crews could only drive so far to reach the location, after that—it was all by 
foot.

Once we got to that point when we could no longer drive, then it was about another hour or so. Hour and a half 
hike just to get to their location. That was after we found them.

By the time rescuers found the hikers, it was getting dark. How did the finally reach the injured hiker and get 
her to safety. Tune in tomorrow and find out.

Saving an Injured Hiker at Caprock Canyons

Wednesday, August 17th, 2016

Long, hot hours passed July Fourth Weekend at Caprock Canyons State Park before rescue workers located 
an injured woman hiker in a remote area of the park. Their UTVs [Utility Task Vehicle or Utility Terrain 
Vehicle] could take them only so far over the rugged terrain.

Once we could no longer drive, then it was another hour and a half hike to get tot heir location.

Park Superintendent, Donald Beard, says the woman and a male companion had strayed from designated trails. 
She fell during their hike and broke her leg. Luckily a cell signal was available, and the man called for help.

We had the DPS Troopers. They launched a helicopter from Lubbock, and were able to set down on top of the 
canyon, above her location.

As night fell, they needed accurate coordination to get her to a hospital for medical care.

Once we did locate her, it was an exercise of high angle rescue, where we had to have a crew that repelled 
down to her location, strap her into a basket, and then the rest of the crew were able to lift her up to a location. 
Then they could carry her by foot to where the helicopter was.

When I spoke to Donald Beard, it was only two days after the rescue at Caprock Canyons State Park.

When she left here, even though she had been exposed to high temperatures, and had a broken bone without 
medical attention for eight to ten hours, she was still alert, and she was coherent and doing well. So, I’m 
assuming that she’s going to be okay.

Longer Dove Season in Texas

Thursday, August 18th, 2016

The fall hunting season gets underway with the dove season opener, which is September 1 in the north and 
central zones, and September 23 in the south zone.

Thanks to season dates adopted by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission recently, Texas dove hunters can 
look forward to the longest season in 80 years.

http://passporttotexas.org/?p=14118
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Although the traditional opening dates established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service remain fixed, a new 
90-day season this fall means hunters will have 20 more days of opportunity compared to previous years.

To take advantage of birds migrating into the state, the additional days are being integrated early in the season, 
as well as at the end of the season in the Special White-winged Dove Area. This will provide more wing-
shooting opportunities.

During the general season, the aggregate bag limit is 15 with no more than two white-tipped doves.

During the early two weekends in the Special White-winged Dove Area, hunting is allowed only in the 
afternoon and the daily bag limit is 15 birds, to include not more than two mourning doves and two white-tipped 
doves.

Check out the Outdoor Annual for seasons and bag limits on all game species in Texas.

TPW TV – Yoga Hike

Friday, August 19th, 2016

Tai Chi enthusiasts aren’t the only ones who exercise in the outdoors. Christopher Howell leads yoga hikes at 
McKinney Falls State Park in Austin.

What yoga hike is, is just like it sounds. I mean, we hike and we do a little yoga. The trails are so nice. We do 
the 2.8 mile Onion Creek Trail. I love how the trails are carved out. They’re easy to follow. Any age level can 
hike.

Join Howell’s Yoga Hike during a segment on the TPW TV Show on PBS the week of August 21.

So, we do a little warm up to get started. I have people get fully present. Focus on why they’re here. What they 
want to do while they’re here. Get ‘em ready to do a hike.

Both the hike and the yoga are gentle. And Howell says, both allow participants to connect with the natural 
world.

I want people to feel more connected to nature. Not to feel as though they’re something separate from nature. 
They are nature. They’re an animal. And so, doing a hike, and doing a little bit of yoga, seems to narrow that 
gap. And as we become more aware of that, we treat each other better. We treat nature better.

Find out how Christopher Howell’s yoga students end their hike, when you watch the TPW TV show on PBS 
the week of August 21. You’ll want to join them.

Expanding River Access for Anglers

Monday, August 22nd, 2016

Looking for a serene, wilderness experience and a high-quality fishing opportunity? You can hardly do better 
than one of Texas’ scenic, wild and storied rivers—if you can access them, that is.

Land ownership issues in Texas make it challenging for anglers to be able to access rivers.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/hunting/general-regulations/2016_2017_hunting_seasons
http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-yoga-hike/
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Ninety-five percent of land in our state is in private hands. Tim Birdsong is chief of habitat conservation for 
Texas Parks and wildlife.

We have some access adjacent to right-of-ways of bridge crossings. Some cities, counties and state parks have 
river access. But, in general, there is very limited access to rivers around the state.

Public land with the best access may end up in Texas’ paddling trails program.

So, these are defined launch areas for paddling in general—for [angling], birding and other sorts of wildlife 
oriented recreation that can be done in these river segments. But, even with around 70 paddling trails in the 
state, that still only provides access to a small fraction of the 191-thousand miles of river that we have in Texas.

Tomorrow: a new a public-private partnership that’s creating more river access for anglers.

Meanwhile, find paddling trail information and maps on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Landowners Key to River Access for Angling

Tuesday, August 23rd, 2016

As 95-percent of Texas land is privately owned, angler access to rivers is challenging.

Our laws are such that many of the larger rives in the state are publicly navigable, so anglers—the public—
have a right to recreate in those river segments. But, accessing those rivers is very difficult, because you have to 
cross land; often that land is under private ownership.

Tim Birdsong is chief of habitat conservation for Texas Parks and wildlife. Through leases with landowners, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife has expanded angler access along the 191-thousand miles of rivers in Texas.

The program is intended to be a win-win scenario for landowners and for anglers. If they have a property that’s 
a good fit, and really does expand bank, wade and kayak fishing in the state, and they’re interested in making 
some money off of that, then what they do is participate in this lease program. We provide some funds for a 
monthly lease payment. We also provide funding for site improvements such as trails or parking areas. If 
there’s an interest, we will support habitat improvements.

Angler access improvements in Texas are funded primarily through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program.

Find additional information about angler river access and how to get involved in the program on the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife website.

Leasing Land for Angler Access

Wednesday, August 24th, 2016

Texas Parks and Wildlife has expanded angler access to some of the state’s 191-thousand miles of rivers 
through a lease program.

We’re trying to bring in private landowners to help be a solution to open up angler access to rivers.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/boat/paddlingtrails/
http://passporttotexas.org/landowners-key-to-river-access-for-angling/
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Tim Birdsong is chief of habitat conservation for Texas Parks and wildlife. Landowners who participate in the 
program receive monthly lease payments and even funds for site improvements.

Such as trails, or parking areas. If there’s an interest, we support habitat improvements…addressing, 
sometimes, erosion issues, or maybe loss of vegetation along the stream bank that’s resulting in some kind of 
bank instability. So, there are a lot of things we can do at these sites to help benefit not just their general 
management of the site, but also provide for a better user experience.

Birdsong says users ought not to expect a family-friendly parklike setting.

This is more about showcasing a natural, functional, healthy river system. This is for folks that are experienced 
paddlers, and anglers that really know how to [navigate and] fish a river. Rivers are inherently dangerous and 
somewhat unforgiving. But we do want to provide an opportunity for people to experience what a natural, 
flowing river is.

Find more information about the program and river ecosystems on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Milkweed for Monarchs

Thursday, August 25th, 2016

More than seventy species of milkweed have been recorded nationwide; over half of those are native to Texas. 
Including two that are endemic.

These are species that are found nowhere else but within the Texas border. One of them is called Texas 
Milkweed, which is found in canyons in Central Texas. And then we have a species called Coastal Milkweed 
that occurs roughly from the Houston area to just north of Brownsville.

Jason Singhurst, a botanist with Texas Parks and Wildlife, says milkweeds provide sustenance to the iconic 
monarch butterfly during its migration.

So, here in Texas, we know certain species like green milkweed, antelope horns, broadleaf milkweed, and 
zizotes are some of our most abundant species that we’re seeing monarch larvae and adults visit.

Because milkweed species vary, do monarchs use each species in the same or different ways?

That’s a really good question. That’s something we’re trying to figure out in Texas. And that’s why we started 
this mapping project called Texas Milkweeds and Monarchs project—using iNaturalist. It’s an app that you can 
download on your smartphone. We’re using that project to help us identify different species of milkweeds across 
the state, and then also which species that larvae, or adult monarch butterflies are visiting.

Find a link to the Milkweeds and Monarchs project on iNaturalist at passporttotexas.org.

Find an article about milkweeds by Jason Singhurst in the August/September issue of Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Magazine.

TPW TV – Betting on Butterflies

Friday, August 26th, 2016

A diverse array of wildlife viewing opportunities can be had in Texas. Especially in the Rio Grande Valley, 
where visitors—like David Dauphin—travel to see butterflies.
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You can see more species of butterflies than anywhere else in the United States. It’s just another aspect of the 
wildlife watching that’s so fantastic in the valley.

During the week of August 28, the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV Series on PBS airs a segment called Betting 
on Butterflies, which looks at this relatively recent wildlife viewing obsession.

Butterfly field guides didn’t really start coming out until the mid-90s, I guess. And like birding, you eventually 
start checking them off a list, and that sort of thing. Butterfliers are really birders that have gone over to the 
dark side. It’s just a progression.

Many people visit the valley to add new butterfly species to their list, yet, locals, like Kay Cunningham, find joy 
in an old favorite—the monarch—during its fall migration.

It’s always a big thrill when they start coming in. This part of Texas is kind of plain. But, there is a beauty in 
this country that you have to be patient and wait for. And the monarch are one of those.

Immerse yourself in the beauty of butterflies the week of August 28 with the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV 
Series on PBS, Check your local listings.

Flowers, Boxes, and Bees. Oh My!

Monday, August 29th, 2016

Texas Parks and Wildlife developed a new protocol that addresses land management for pollinators. While the 
protocols focus on acreage, urban dwellers can still manage for these species in their backyards.

One of the biggest things that urban residents can do is simply plant more good quality flowering plants.

Michael Warriner is non-game and rare species program leader for Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says native 
plants are best, but noninvasive nonnatives are also useful. He adds that if you’re serious about helping 
pollinators—scale back your lawn.

And having more flowering plants. Also, another thing is offering nest sites. And especially with our native 
solitary bees that nest in dead wood, urban folks can put up native bee nesting blocks.

If you’re worried about putting up nesting boxes because of the close proximity it puts you to bees—don’t.

Because solitary bees don’t defend their nest sites, you don’t have to worry about these bees flying out and 
defending their nests and getting stung. Let’s say like honeybee colonies do. Or, paper wasps. You know, insects 
that are social.

By planting more flowering species in your landscape, and by hanging bee nesting boxes in your public outdoor 
spaces, you are not only providing food, shelter and breeding sites for important pollinators, you’re also 
creating a more beautiful setting for yourself. Win-win.

Encouraging Native Bees with Flower Power

Tuesday, August 30th, 2016

Fear of being swarmed by bees keeps some of us from adding flowering plants to our landscapes. Although 
native solitary bees are small in stature, that doesn’t stop us from being nervous when they’re nearby.

https://youtu.be/F-ccuWRQD4w
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You know, folks have concerns about bees flying around in the yard and planting more flowers. The thing is 
that, even social bees, like honeybees, when they’re away from their nest and they’re foraging on flowers, they 
have no interest in you.

If you are allergic to bee stings, you may wish to err on the side of caution. Yet, Michael Warriner, non-game 
and rare species program leader for Texas Parks and Wildlife, says for the rest of us, embrace flower power.

If you plant more flowers, you don’t have to worry about these bees attacking you. Unless, you were to directly 
harass them. Let’s say, by grabbing them…or…something like that. But, otherwise, there’s no danger.

Pollinator populations are in decline because of habitat loss. Flowering plants help furnish food for them.

A robust population of solitary bees helps to ensure a thriving native ecosystem.

If you live in a condo or apartment, you can still help native pollinators by cultivating containers of flowering 
plants on your patio, balcony, or rooftop.

Find a list of plants for pollinators on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Archery in Schools: The Great Equalizer

Wednesday, August 31st, 2016

Archery—the original shooting sport—fell out of favor as a component of physical education in public schools 
some years ago. But, now, thanks to the National Archery in Schools program, interest in the sport is growing 
fast.

The National Archery in Schools program certifies teachers as instructors. Educators learn the program just as 
they will teach it to their students.

It’s an all day workshop to become a certified instructor. They learn with the same equipment and the same 
method.

Burnie Kessner is archery coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife.

We use international style archery. It’s bulls-eye target faces, Olympic size. We use Olympic whistle commands, 
and they learn the same way worldwide.

Kessner says while certified instructors prepare students for tournaments, the successes a child experiences 
extend beyond the bulls-eye.

So, when a kid is shooting archery, and they’re on the shooting line—they’re all the same. So, it doesn’t matter 
what kind of home they go home to after the tournament, when they’re at the tournament, they’re the same as 
everyone else. So, that’s the self-esteem building piece; it’s standardized.

Learn more about bringing the Archery in Schools program to your district on the Texas parks and Wildlife 
Website.

Our series receives support from the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program… working to increase 
fishing, hunting, shooting and boating opportunities in Texas.
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Texas Passport September 2016

A Tasty Game Day with Parks and Wildlife

Thursday, September 1st, 2016

Summer temperatures are still taunting us—but fall hunting season starts this month, and with it opportunities to 
cook wild game.

For five years Texas Parks and Wildlife’s worked with Central Market Cooking Schools to offer statewide, 
hands-on public cooking classes featuring preparation of wild game and fish at home.

A Texas Parks and Wildlife representative is always on hand to provide attendees with background on the 
agency, conservation, and information about the species on their plates.

Everyone loves bacon wrapped dove breasts on the grill, fish tacos, or venison in a slow cooker in Italian 
dressing. But it’s nice to have new recipes to put the “wow” in your next wild game and fish dinner.

In past classes attendees learned how to make Venison Medallions with Juniper-Black Pepper Brandy Sauce, 
Pot Roasted Pheasant with Cider and Bacon; Vietnamese style baked Snapper; and Braised Rabbit with Wild 
Mushrooms, to name a few.

Folks who register for the Tuesday, September 13, Texas Parks and Wildlife & Central Market Wild Game 
Cooking Class will prepare and eat Wild Boar Sausage Patties; Quail with Wild Rice Pilaf; and Duck Gumbo. 
Perfect fall foods-even if it still feels like summer.

Find registration information at passporttotexas.org.

Helping Veterans and Hungry Texans

Friday, September 2nd, 2016

Now, whenever Texas hunters and anglers buy a new license, they have an opportunity to voluntarily make a 
charitable donation to two different non-profits.

You can make the voluntary contribution of either one dollar, five dollars, ten dollars or twenty dollars to either 
the Fund for Veteran’s Assistance, or to help feed Texas families with a donation to Hunters for the Hungry.

Justin Halvorsen is revenue director at Texas Parks and Wildlife. This new giving opportunity came about 
through passage of SB 1978 and HB 1584 by the Texas Legislature.

It’s through any one of our sales channels. Either online, over the phone, at a retail agent, or any one of our 
parks and wildlife locations.

Halvorsen says if you make a donation, your bill at checkout will naturally go up by that amount.

And then, at the end of every month, it’ll go into a separate pot, and we’ll send it along to those respective 
entities [nonprofits].

If you’re feeling generous, you can donate to both. Of course you may wonder if your donation is tax 
deductible.

http://passporttotexas.org/a-tasty-game-day-with-parks-and-wildlife/
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That is a great question. And there will be a receipt that gets printed as part of this that specifically says that 
this is a donation to the Veteran’s Fund or Hunters for the Hungry. And then, really, it’s up to the individual 
and their tax preparer to make that ultimate decision.

You may need to ask for an itemized receipt from retailers. Find additional details on the TPW website.

Call Before Starting Your Wildscape

Monday, September 5th, 2016

As the weather cools, a wildlife loving homeowner’s thoughts turn to creating a wildscape. But before picking 
up a shovel, pick up the phone, and call Texas 811.

Texas 811 is the statewide “call before you dig” service.

Mike Losawyer is President and CEO of Texas 811, a nonprofit organization based in Dallas. He says many gas 
lines—as well as utility lines—lie just below the soil’s surface.

Anytime you’re going to be digging in the state of Texas, call 811 from anywhere in Texas, and you’ll get our 
call center. We’ll take a little bit of background information from you, and we’ll send the utilities out in your 
area, and they’ll come out and mark their underground facilities for free, so you don’t damage them when 
you’re excavating.

Calling Texas 811before you begin work on any outdoor digging isn’t a suggestion—it’s the law.

There is a law regarding this that says you actually need to call two working days prior to beginning 
excavation; we’ll send somebody out to mark those lines. The service is free. It just takes a little bit of planning 
ahead. So, really the gardens, trees, fence post, a mailbox post—any of those things would require that you give 
us a call.

Homeowners who call 811before digging to have underground utility lines marked on their property can plant a 
wildscape with confidence. Find details at Texas811.org.

Your Dream Year Outdoors

Tuesday, September 6th, 2016

Most folks who work indoors all day long wish they had more time to be outdoors.

We can’t give them more time outdoors, but we can certainly make it a lot more fun when they’re out there.

That’s Janis Johnson with Texas Parks and Wildlife. She says anyone purchasing an annual, combo or lifetime 
license can enter a free drawing for a Dream Year Outdoors.

And the way you enter is to buy your license either online or at a local retailer—get your customer number off 
of your license, and simply go to a special web page that we’ve set up on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website 
and enter your information.

So what would this dream year outdoors look like?

It starts with a Cabela’s Celebrity Bass Trip, where you get to go fishing with two of their TV hosts. And this 
will be televised and shown nationally. There are five fishing trips; a saltwater trip—guided. There’s a 
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freshwater trip. There’s a Devil’s River Kayak Fishing Adventure. There’s a Be a Coastal Biologist for a Day 
fishing trip. There’s a dove hunting trip from a premier outfitter. And all of these trips include hotel lodging.

The Win Your Dream Year Outdoors drawing runs through November 30. A winner will be drawn 
December 1.

Janis Johnson returns with additional details on the drawing for a Dream Year Outdoors tomorrow.

A Year of Outdoor Adventures

Wednesday, September 7th, 2016

What if someone gave you a year’s worth of outdoor adventures? It could happen for one fishing or hunting 
license buyer when they enter the Win Your Dream Year Outdoors drawing, through November 30.

Go to a special web page that we’ve set up and enter your information: your email address, your name, and 
your customer number and you’re entered.

It’s free to enter the drawing. Guided fishing and hunting trips are just the start. Janis Johnson, with Texas Parks 
and Wildlife, says priceless outdoor experiences will provide a lifetime of memories for the winner.

We’re also giving these one of a kind experiences that money can’t buy. You can’t buy a trip to go out on a bay 
troll on a research vessel with a coastal biologist. Or to go longline sampling in the Gulf of Mexico to learn 
more about the bay systems and how we keep them healthy and thriving. And, you cannot at this point, buy a 
kayak fishing adventure with a team of TPW biologists on the Devil’s River, which is one of the most pristine 
and beautiful and untouched rivers in the whole Southwestern United States.

The license buyer who wins the Grand Prize also receives a premier dove hunting trip, a shotgun, a trophy 
catfish trip, and $2,000 in Cabela’s merchandise and gear, and more—and it’s all tax free.

And here’s another exciting point. Every trip is for at least two people with accommodations for the travelers.

Find details about the Win Your Dream Year Outdoors drawing on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website, 
search using the phrase “Dream Year”.

How to Sight Your Hunting Rifle

Thursday, September 8th, 2016

Bring a properly sighted rifle into the field this hunting season. You may have your own method, and here’s 
another to consider:

With an unloaded firearm, make initial adjustments on the scope by bore sighting with a device or the naked 
eye. Yet, a shooting range is where real adjustments occur.

Practice with the same ammo you’ll use when hunting. Different brands and cartridge weights vary in 
performance. If you sight in your firearm with one kind of cartridge but hunt with another, you risk missing 
your target. 

At 25 yards and using a paper target with a one-inch grid pattern, shoot three rounds, aligning the scope’s 
crosshairs at the exact center of the target. This three-shot group will reveal how far off center your scope is set.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/promotions/dreamyear/
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Based on the average of your shots, use the scope’s dials, to make adjustments. For vertical movement adjust 
the elevation. For horizontal movement, adjust left and right, called windage. At 25 yards, you can adjust for 
windage, but for proper elevation, it is best to move the target back to 100 yards and shoot three more rounds.

Depending on the average distances you shoot at game in the field, you may want to center your group either at 
the bulls-eye or at one inch high at 100 yards.

Find a sighting demo video at passporttotexas.org. 

The Wildlife Restoration program supports our series. 

TPW TV – Cave People

Friday, September 9th, 2016

Modern day cave explorers duck, climb, crawl, and squeeze their way through the dark and mysterious world 
that exists beneath the surface. Take a cave tour with Jason Hairston at Colorado Bend State Park the week of 
September 11, on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS.

Usually when you’re in your campsite, on a trail, you don’t typically think about what is 20, 30, 40 feet beneath 
you…But what is beneath you is another world. And it’s a world that is ready to explore. And so on cave tours 
here we give people an opportunity for people to get just a little taste of what it’s like to be a cave explorer. So 
we do get a lot of questions and concerns from potential cave tour participants about how challenging is it? Is it 
too tight? Is it going to be too dark? Is it too scary? When you start a cave tour, it’s not something you normally 
do. There’s going to be some discomfort. Maybe a little anxiousness. That’s normal. And that’s part of this 
whole process. It’s working through that. It’s a challenge, right?

The segment called Cave People airs the week on September 11 on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV Show on 
PBS. Check your local listings.

Operation Game Thief Clay Stoppers Shootout

Monday, September 12th, 2016

Operation Game Thief Texas belong to the International Wildlife Crime-Stoppers Association.

And I’m proud to say Texas is the leader. Texas leads because of the way we’re structured and the way we 
operate. Texas offers cash rewards up to a thousand dollars for information leading to arrests and convictions.

Lt. Lewis Rather oversees Operation Game Thief. Generous public support provides money for rewards and 
education.

We have 14 information and educational. We’re very lucky in Texas, and so we’re very thankful to have the 
program.

September 23 a fundraiser—Operation Game Thief Alamo Area Clay Stoppers Shootout—takes place in 
San Antonio. Teams and individuals take aim to raise money for Operation Game Thief.

We have a lot of fun down there. You can come and shoot, and if you’re a top winner, you can win a lifetime 
hunting and fishing license from Parks and Wildlife. We have great auction items. Raffle items. A great lunch 
provided by OGT board member, Jimmy Hasslocher. We have a lot of 4-H youth teams coming to shoot. A lot of 
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our paralyzed veterans and wounded warrior teams are coming to shoot. So, it’s going to be a big event. And if 
you have a chance, come out and support what Game Wardens do for Texas, for wildlife, for all of us.

Find complete registration details for the September 23 fundraiser—Clay Stoppers Shootout Alamo Area 
Clay Stoppers Shootout—at www.ogttx.org

Celebrating Bison at Bison Fest 2016

Tuesday, September 13th, 2016

The official State Bison Herd has more than doubled in size since 1997—that’s when Texas Parks and Wildlife 
took possession of the animals at Caprock Canyons SP.

I believe there were around 50 or so when SP became the caretaker. There’s about 130 or so that are in the 
herd right now.

They’re descended from the original southern bison herd that thundered across the plains before European 
settlers reduced their numbers to near extinction. Donald Beard is superintendent at Caprock Canyons State 
Park, and says more bison are on the way.

We’re getting more cows into the breeding age. So, we’re going to see a population explosion before too much 
longer.

Plus: the Texas Legislature named the bison the state mammal. With all this good news, we need to celebrate. 
So, on Saturday, September 17, the 6th Annual Texas State Bison Music Festival takes place south of the 
park in Quitaque, Texas.

The festival this year will be headlined by Texas icon, Robert Earl Keen. Tickets are $30 for general admission. 
And, the concert starts at about 3 p.m. and the vendors start at about 9 a.m. Come all day and bring your lawn 
chairs.

Campsites are available and there’s a$10 cooler fee. Find complete details and music line-up, plus tickets for 
the Texas State Bison Music Festival at bisonfest.com.

Goliad State Park and Historic Site

Wednesday, September 14th, 2016

About halfway between Victoria and Beeville on HWY 59 South you’ll find Goliad State Park and Historic 
Site.

Well, we have—we feel—one of the hidden treasures in the state park system: the historic Mission Espiritu 
Santo, which is a Spanish mission that was established in 1749. So, it’s one of the oldest sites in Texas.

Jared Ramirez is a park ranger at the site. The moment you walk onto the grounds and see the buildings, you 
feel as though you’ve stepped back in time.

They are representative of the Franciscan missionary style, dating back to the 18th century. They are very 
similar to the missions in San Antonio; situated in a really beautiful site right next to the San Antonio River.

Ramirez says many visitors to Goliad State Park and Historic Site never knew it existed until they passed it 
headed to the coast.
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A lot of people pass us up on their way to the coast; a lot of fishermen on their way to Rockport. Many visitors 
stop and ask, ‘What’s that building?’ And they come in, pay their three dollars, and are really surprised at what 
we have to offer. It really does stand out.

Goliad State Park and Historic Site offers a variety of cultural and recreational opportunities. And we’ll talk 
about those on tomorrow’s show.

Goliad State Park Holds Surprises for Visitors

Thursday, September 15th, 2016

When visitors set foot on the grounds of Goliad State Park and Historic site and see the exquisitely restored 
18th Century Mission Espíritu Santo, they may think the site is intended for quiet contemplation only.

Well, that’s one of the misconceptions people find when they come here.

Jared Ramirez is a park ranger at the site.

They’re coming to visit an historic site, and they don’t realize that we actually have full hook-ups for trailers. 
We have water and electric sites for camping. We have a lot of people that enjoy our paddling trail and fishing 
as well. We have a little bit of everything, and our visitors really are surprised when they come out and see us.

But there’s still an opportunity to delve into the history of the site. Including in November, with the annual Rio! 
Rio! Event.

We’ll have historic reenactors all throughout the Mission grounds; blacksmiths, stonecutters—a little bit of 
everything. We have a few thousand people come to that event every year. What is the point of Rio! Rio! To 
show a little bit about Mission lifeways. The types of materials they were working with back then. The way they 
would cook. The way they would build. Just a little bit about the life in the 18th century.

Find details about Rio! Rio! And other events and activities at Goliad State Park and Historic site—as well as 
all Texas State parks—in the calendar section of the Texas parks and Wildlife website.

Volunteering at Parks: Good and Good for You

Friday, September 16th, 2016

Volunteers donate more than a half-million hours of service worth over $17-million dollars annually to all 
Texas Parks and Wildlife programs.

They get to work with really friendly and knowledgeable staff, and they have a great time just being outside and 
enjoying nature, themselves, as part of their giving back.

Audrey Muntz is the new volunteer coordinator for Texas state parks, and says anyone with an interest can find 
a volunteer opportunity in parks that suits them.

We have hundreds of opportunities throughout the state at state parks. Some of them are one time; some of 
them are short term. And, the majority of them are ongoing.

One of the most coveted long-term volunteer jobs is state park host. In exchange for their services, they receive 
a campground site.

http://passporttotexas.org/goliad-state-park-holds-surprises-for-visitors/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/goliad
http://tpwd.texas.gov/calendar/goliad/rio-rio-1
http://passporttotexas.org/volunteering-at-parks-good-and-good-for-you/
https://tpwd.samaritan.com/recruiter/index.php?class=VolunteerNavigation&recruiterID=1353&act=CONTROL:OPP_SEARCH_LINK


Those individuals serve up to 24-30 hours a week in exchange for being able to keep their RV in the 
campground. And so they can help with a huge variety of things, from keeping the grounds clean, to fee 
collection. And they are the face of the park in many ways, and help campers get to know and learn the park 
and keep it as beautiful and clean as they can for all of our visitors.

Park host commitments range from two to six months; and, established volunteers often move from one park to 
another.

Operation Game Thief

Monday, September 19th, 2016

Operation Game Thief is a wildlife crime-stoppers program instituted in 1981 by the 67th legislature.

[OGT’s] primary focus was to be able to offer cash rewards up to $1000 for information leading to [the] arrest 
and conviction of violators of Texas’ fish and wildlife laws, therefore, helping our game wardens in the law 
enforcement division [better deter poaching].

Lieutenant Lewis Rather is Operation Game Thief Coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says they 
receive about 15-hundred calls a year.

[It’s been] a very successful way to report our violations. Game Wardens have made many cases due to 
Operation Game Thief.

When an anonymous citizen tip leads to the arrest and conviction of the perpetrator of a wildlife crime, the 
caller receives up to a thousand dollar reward. But, Lt. Rather says not everyone takes it.

A lot of callers say, ‘I don’t want the reward, I just want you guys to go out and catch ‘em.’ That’s what our 
focus. Let’s get the information in as quick as we can, and get it to the game warden as fast as we can—which 
now we do electronically. And catch the violators.

The Operation Game Thief number to call if you spot a wildlife violation is 800.792.GAME. That’s 
800.792.4263.

Tomorrow, the information that’s important to share when reporting a wildlife violation.

Ask a Game Warden: Report Wildlife Violations

Tuesday, September 20th, 2016

It’s officially fall hunting season in Texas. But what if you suspect someone of illegally harvesting wildlife?

If they see something they think is a violation, and they have the contact information readily available, contact 
your local game warden and let them know that [what you observed].

Lieutenant Lewis Rather is Operation Game Thief Coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife. If you don’t 
have your Game Warden’s contact information, then remember this number: 800.792.GAME. It’s the 
Operation Game Thief hotline.

It’s operated 24/7, and our dispatchers will take those calls and get them out to the game wardens immediately, 
electronically.
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Callers remain anonymous. Before making the call, Lt. Rather says be prepared to provide as much information 
as possible about the incident. Remember: your safety is paramount.

If you have your phone available, and you can take a picture of the license plate number of the vehicle—take a 
clear picture of that. Maybe a picture of the violators, if you‘re at a safe location where you can do so. Also, a 
description of the violators; a good description of what the violation is you think. Where it’s located. And even 
a description and the color of the vehicle. And one of the most important things, if the vehicle is starting to 
leave, and you call Operation Game Thief with the information, give them a direction of travel and tell them 
when they left. And make sure you have a good cell phone number for the dispatcher, in case a game warden 
needs to call you and ask more questions.

If you spot a wildlife violation call 800.792.GAME. That’s 800.792.4263.

Leave a Wild Legacy for Texas

Wednesday, September 21st, 2016

To ensure Texas’ beloved wild places and wild things exists beyond their lifetime, some people make planned 
financial gifts.

Planned gifts are gifts that an individual can make in their will or estate plan.

Merrill Gregg, Director of Legacy Giving at Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation, says the foundation raises 
private funds to support Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s mission.

We’ve been the recipient of planned gifts that we hadn’t necessarily known about in advance. And it made us 
realized that, we needed to make our mission more known to people—that they could leave gifts to us in their 
will or estate plan after they’re gone.

A bequest—a few lines in a will or estate plan that sets aside a cash amount—is the most common gift form, yet 
there’s no single template for planned giving.

There are also ways in which you can gift life insurance assets, retirement assets; you can give a gift of real 
estate. You can even leave personal property to the foundation after you’re gone. So, it doesn’t necessarily need 
to be a cash bequest, or a gift of securities. There are many different ways in which your assets could be used to 
benefit the mission of the foundation through a planned gift.

We have a link to more information about Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation’s planned giving program 
at passporttotexas.org.

John Graves Legacy Society

Thursday, September 22nd, 2016

Planned gifts to Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation from people who love of Texas will help to ensure the 
future of our natural and cultural resources for generations to come.

The people that approach us about planned gifts, have such strong feelings towards the mission, and love the 
idea that they can leave a wild legacy through a gift to the Parks and Wildlife Foundation after they’re gone.

Merrill Gregg, Director of Legacy Giving, says Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine’s October issue has more 
information about Legacy Giving.

https://www.ogttx.org/report-poaching/
http://passporttotexas.org/leave-a-wild-legacy-for-texas/
http://tpwf.planmylegacy.org/
http://passporttotexas.org/john-graves-legacy-society/


As well as an insert where people can fill in their contact information and send it back to the Foundation. We’ll 
reach out with additional information on the different types of planned gifts that might be appropriate for you.

Individuals who make planned gifts are remembered via the newly formed John Graves Legacy Society.

And this society is named after John Graves, who was a beloved writer. His book Good-bye to a River, is 
celebrated by conservationists as raising awareness about the critical need to protect Texas’ natural resources. 
So, we thought naming our Legacy Society after someone who had left such an incredible legacy on 
conservation would be a wonderful tribute to him, and also inspire others to embrace that same conservation 
ethic.

Find a link to more information about Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation’s planned giving program at 
passporttotexas.org.

TPW TV – Pecos Pupfish

Friday, September 23rd, 2016

In the unforgiving terrain of Far West Texas lies the Trans Pecos. Much of the aquatic life that’s adapted to 
survive in the waters of this harsh Chihuahuan Desert Region are found only here.

Because of lack of water and loss of habitat we have a lot of fish in West Texas that are threatened.

Such as the Pecos pupfish. Fisheries biologist, Ken Saunders works in West Texas monitoring the species.

So we have about three miles left of creek left in the whole state of Texas that has the Pecos pupfish in it. So we 
are going to be taking DNA samples and shortly we’ll be able to know whether we still have that fish here or 
not.

We join Saunders as he evaluates Pecos Pupfish during an upcoming segment of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
TV Series on PBS.

The science we are doing is really important because it gives us an idea of how the population of fish are doing. 
Are they declining? We wouldn’t know that if we didn’t come out here quarterly, throughout the year to monitor 
the population.

The Pecos pupfish is just one fish…in one area…of one desert. Why does it deserve our attention?

It’s part of the natural system, and every time we lose part of our natural system we lose part of us. It’s our 
world, if we don’t take care of it what are we going to have left….

View the segment on the Pecos Pupfish on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS the week of 
September 25. The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series.

Drawing for a Lifetime License

Monday, September 26th, 2016

The cost of a hunting or fishing license is money well spent. But, what if you could enjoy these activities for a 
lifetime—free? Enter the Lifetime License drawing from Texas Parks and Wildlife and you could find out.

http://tpwmagazine.com/archive/2013/oct/ed_2_graves/index.phtml
http://tpwf.planmylegacy.org/
http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-pecos-pupfish/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/tvwhere.phtml
http://passporttotexas.org/drawing-for-a-lifetime-license/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/business/licenses/lifetime_licenses/drawing.phtml?utm_source=Spotlight&utm_medium=web&utm_content=web-Spotlight&utm_campaign=LLD2016


A lifetime license gives a winner the opportunity to hunt and fish for the rest of their life without ever buying 
another license in Texas.

Marketing specialist, Nicole Goodman oversees promotion for the drawing, which previously took place in 
summer & fall. They’ve since added a third drawing, and moved them all to fall.

The deadlines to win are September 30th, October 31st, and November 30th. The winners will be chosen the 
following business day, and any entry that’s not chosen, will be automatically entered in the next drawing.

Entries are available where you buy licenses; the $5 fee goes toward conservation projects in Texas.

And that [enters you to win] a license that’s valued at eighteen hundred dollars, and you won’t have to buy 
another license ever again.

Seasoned outdoorsmen and women can extend the benefits to their kin.

Yeah, the really great thing that we’ve seen is a lot of our winners—if they’re older—they will transfer their 
license to their kids or their grandkids so that they have the opportunity to use it for years to come.

Find details on the Lifetime License Drawing on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Why We Hunt

Tuesday, September 27th, 2016

Most of us hunt to put food on tables. It’s not that we don’t care about conservation or hunting heritage, we 
do—the money hunters spend on the activity pays for conservation. It’s just that our motives are more practical 
and philanthropic.

Let’s start with philanthropy. The nonprofit organization Feeding Texas oversees the Hunters for the Hungry 
program, which distributes thousands of pounds of hunter-donated venison to charitable feeding programs 
statewide.

This quality protein helps to nourish hungry Texans. Many of whom are children and elderly who would not 
otherwise have access to fresh meat. Learn more about Hunters for the Hungry at feedingtexas.org.

Now for practicality. We’ve wised up over the years and pay more attention to where our food comes from and 
how it arrived at our tables. The best way to know with certainty: harvest it for ourselves.

That’s why we hunt. To know where our food comes from, and to feed our families the healthiest free-range, 
sustainable protein possible. These animals lived good lives, and in death provide for us.

Hunting is about food culture, and has been since the beginning of humankind. Learning to hunt to feed 
ourselves and others is a worthy pursuit.

When you’re ready to learn, visit the Texas Parks and Wildlife website, and search for mentored hunts.

A Good Time for Birding in Texas

Wednesday, September 28th, 2016

http://tpwd.texas.gov/business/licenses/lifetime_licenses/drawing.phtml?utm_source=Spotlight&utm_medium=web&utm_content=web-Spotlight&utm_campaign=LLD2016
http://passporttotexas.org/why-we-hunt/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/hunt/public/mentored_hunting_workshops/
http://passporttotexas.org/a-good-time-for-birding-in-texas/


Texas is a birder’s paradise almost any time, but certainly in winter, and Texas Parks and Wildlife’s non-game 
ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford knows why:

We are on the receiving end for a lot of our continent’s breeding birds that have to winter in mild climates; 
water birds that can’t handle water that freezes over – and we don’t have a lot of that in Texas especially the 
farther south you get.

Migratory species begin flocking to Texas in fall, and come to be our winter birds.

In the fall we get a lot of shorebirds we don’t see in the summer months that have bred up in the tundra. Then 
come your woodland birds – a lot of the vireos, warblers, tanagers… start pouring through in October. A lot of 
the raptors [that don’t stay, they only pass through]; things like Broadwing Hawks, Swaisnons Hawks, 
Mississippi Kites –they’re pouring through up until October. Then the sparrows really pour in starting in 
October and November. So, really by mid-November, most things are in place – where they’re going to be – for 
the next several months.

We tell you where some of those places are on tomorrow’s show.

Winter Birding Hot Spots in Texas

Thursday, September 29th, 2016

Birders in the know travel to south Texas in winter.

Wow. The Mecca down there is The Valley. And the three or four counties along the Rio Grande are just the 
powerhouse for winter birding in Texas.

Cliff Shackelford is a non-game ornithologist for Parks and Wildlife.

Birdwatchers from all over the country – really all over the world – are going there to see birds that are 
stacked up and wintering in big number, because it’s very mild down there. Cold snaps are very unusual and 
that’s why there’s a lot of agriculture – like citrus that doesn’t handle freezes very well at all. But, where there 
is remaining thorn scrub habitat or riparian woodland that can be just really excellent birding in the 
wintertime.

Shackelford says while the Rio Grande Valley is “the mecca” when it comes to sheer volume and varieties of 
overwintering migratory species in Texas – it’s not the only place.

Wildlife Trail Maps

Friday, September 30th, 2016

Texas Parks and Wildlife non game ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford says you don’t have to travel to the Rio 
Grande Valley to see a wide variety of birds this winter.

We have the wildlife viewing trails all across Texas. These are hot spots that you can find easily that might be 
close to you or near where you’re going. And they’re available for people to go and look at birds [and other 
wildlife].

Find the wildlife viewing maps on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website. Cliff says Texans can plan a winter 
birding “staycation” with minimal planning.

http://passporttotexas.org/winter-birding-hot-spots-in-texas/
http://www.theworldbirdingcenter.com/
http://www.theworldbirdingcenter.com/
http://passporttotexas.org/wildlife-trail-maps-4/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/


You can attract a lot of winter birds to your backyard. You can do something as simple as putting out a bird 
feeder and a birdbath. Or better, creating a wildscape, which is gardening for backyard wildlife. And we do 
that in our yard and we get so many white-throated sparrows that stay the winter with us because we have 
provided them with the cover that they need. We have a lot of berry giving shrubs, so we get a lot of cedar 
waxwings, and American Robins wintering with us. So, you can attract a lot of things in your backyard and 
have a really good time.

Find birding information and the wildlife viewing trail maps on the Parks and Wildlife website.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/how-to-purchase.phtml

