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Buffalo Soldiers: Unsung Texas Heroes

Monday, February 1st, 2016

[singing] I was once a captured slave. Now I’m just a black man who came to be….[fade and play under script]

In the 19th Century, Black men who served in the 9th and 10th Regiments of Cavalry and 24th and 25th 
Regiments of Infantry of the United States Army were …

I am a Buffalo Soldier!

It’s said the Indians whom they fought during the Indian Wars gave troops the name because of their hair 
texture and their courage and ferocity in battle.

He feared and respected the buffalo. And he learned to fear and respect the black soldier as well.

That’s Buffalo Soldier reenactor, John Olivera, who says Buffalo soldiers played a major role in settling Texas.

Seventy-five percent of the soldiers that settled this area were Buffalo Soldiers. The only white men that were 
with them were the commanding officers. Almost all of the forts were manned and built by Buffalo Soldiers.

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department offers Texas Buffalo Soldier Outdoor Educational Programs. Find their 
schedule on the Parks and Wildlife website.

The Buffalo Soldiers fought not only the Indians, and outlaws, but racism and prejudice. We had a job to do, 
and we done it.

Buffalo Soldiers a Positive Influence on Youth

Tuesday, February 2nd, 2016

Buffalo soldiers were heroes in their time; examples of courage and hard work. But their accomplishments, 
seldom taught in classrooms, leave many young African American students, like Greg McClanahan, with a 
limited sense of their history.

They didn’t teach us anything in school but that we were slaves. They didn’t teach us that we were heroes or 
nothing. In history, all you ever heard about was slaves this, and slaves that. You didn’t hear about no black 
heroes.

When we met, McClanahan was attending public school in Kerrville, where he was introduced to Buffalo 
Soldier reenactors from Parks and Wildlife.

What we are doing is taking the legacy of the Buffalo Soldier into the cities and into the schools. And we feel 
that sharing this story, that we can instill some pride and some resolve in them.

Ken Pollard retired from coordinating Buffalo Soldiers Heritage & Community Outreach for Parks and 
Wildlife. He said he found out about the Buffalo Soldiers as an adult, but wished he’d known about them 
earlier.
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My relatives and kinfolk were cowboys, man. We didn’t have any black cowboys or soldiers, you know, to really 
look up to. For me, to have the black heroes there when I was growing up, that sense of pride would have been 
instilled in me. But if I had grown up with that—they would have been my heroes.

Find information about Buffalo Soldiers Heritage & Community Outreach on the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
website.

Southern Edwards Aquifer

Wednesday, February 3rd, 2016

An ecosystem is a complex set of interrelationships among plants, animals, microorganisms, land, and water. 
And Texas Parks and Wildlife is a collaborator on a conservation plan to protect a special ecosystem: the 
Southern Edwards Aquifer.

The Edwards aquifer is home to many, many rare species, including eight federally listed threatened and 
endangered species.

Cindy Loeffler is water resources branch chief at Texas Parks and Wildlife.

Some of the most visible endangered species associated with the Edwards Aquifer are Texas Wild Rice – it’s 
only found in the upper two miles of the San Marcos River. Also, fountain daters, small fish that are found in the 
San Marcos River and the Comal River, and a number of cave-dwelling species you might not see just 
recreating in the rivers – but they’re there.

Loeffler worked on the Edwards Aquifer Habitat Conservation Plan. Some of the species she mentioned are 
unique to the Edwards Aquifer Ecosystem.

It’s important to protect these species for that reason, but also, this is a major water supply for many of us here 
in Texas, so finding a way to share that resource –finding the proper balance – that’s what the Edwards Aquifer 
Recovery Implementation Program has been about.

What’s in the plan to help protect endangered species? We look at that tomorrow.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program…supports our series and funds diverse conservation projects 
throughout Texas…

Edwards Aquifer Habitat Conservation Plan

Thursday, February 4th, 2016

Two million people – from Central to Southwest Texas – depend on the Edwards Aquifer for their drinking 
water.

It also supplies important water sources for industry, agriculture, recreation…a number of things.

Cindy Loeffler, water resources branch chief at Texas Parks and Wildlife, says eight federally listed endangered 
species call the aquifer home; some of them exist in this location only. The Edwards Aquifer Habitat 
Conservation Plan intends to protect them, and allow Texans’ continued use of the shared resource by 
implementing a mixture of strategies.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/programs/buffalo-soldiers/
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Water conservation is a key part of it…but also [part of it is] looking at different ways to manage water. For 
example, we do currently have different levels of conservation that kick in to action as drought increases, and 
also many measures to help make the ecosystems more resilient. Things like removing non-native species, [and] 
helping to restore habitat that’s been compromised. One notable thing, especially for folks who recreate on the 
San Marcos River that’s been done, is to create a state scientific area that makes it unlawful to uproot Texas 
Wild Rice, a federally protected plant.

It is easy to be dismissive of a plan to protect species which exist in very small numbers or that we do not often 
see. Tomorrow we talk about the value of these species.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program…supports our series and funds diverse conservation projects 
throughout Texas…

Water for Humans and Endangered Species

Friday, February 5th, 2016

The Edwards Aquifer Habitat Conservation Plan permits what’s necessary to ensure the survival of rare, 
threatened and endangered species that depend on the Aquifer and the San Marcos and Comal Rivers while 
allowing continued use of the resource by the rest of us.

There’s federal law requiring this, but it’s the right thing to do in terms of protecting the resource for all of us 
into the future.

Cindy Loeffler is water resources branch chief at Texas Parks and Wildlife and one of the architects of the 
protection plan. Convincing people to do the right thing – like modifying their water usage based on the needs 
of rare species – can be a hard sell.

The plan includes ongoing water conservation—especially during times of drought—removing invasive species, 
and declaring a portion of the San Marcos River a state scientific area that would make it illegal to uproot 
endangered Texas Wild Rice.

But Loeffler says these protected species are indicators of a healthy ecosystem – which benefits everyone.

By providing these protections for these species, that helps ensure the San Marcos river, the Comal River will 
keep flowing. Keeping these springs flowing is really at the heart and soul of the work done by the recovery 
implementation program. And so that benefits the species, of course, but also benefits people as well.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program…supports our series and funds diverse conservation projects 
throughout Texas…

On the Hunt for Snipe

Monday, February 8th, 2016

An invitation to participate in a snipe hunt fills young hearts with anticipation and anxiety. In my youth, snipe 
hunts were cloaked in mystery; and that’s what made them deliciously terrifying.

Taken at night to a wooded area and outfitted with a burlap bag…a flashlight with weak batteries…and a 
whistle to call for help… hunters enter the woods alone in search of dreaded snipes. And how would they 
recognize them? They would know them when they saw them.

http://passporttotexas.org/water-for-humans-and-endangered-species/
http://passporttotexas.org/on-the-hunt-for-snipe/


Before long, panicked whistles and screams from deep within the woods pierced the silence, as vivid 
imaginations got the best of the young snipe hunters. Eventually everyone, including the hunter, had a good 
laugh.

Today we know snipe are small, long billed, brownish shorebirds in the sandpiper family. Their habitat includes 
freshwater marshes, ponds and flooded fields. They breed across much of North America, but like to spend their 
winters in the southern states, including Texas.

Snipe are game birds here, and the season to hunt snipe ends on February 14th. So if you want to go snipe 
hunting, and not be left holding the bag, time is running out.

Learn more about snipe and see an image of this not so terrifying creature when you log onto our web site: 
passporttotexas.org.

Plant Native Trees Before Spring

Tuesday, February 9th, 2016

Now is an ideal time to plant trees throughout most of Texas…and you might wonder why.

Two reasons: the two most important constituents in tree planting—the people planting the trees and the trees. 
It’s just much easier on them.

Scott Harris is a certified arborist in Austin. Tree planting season in Texas started in October and continues 
through March.

Getting the trees in the ground in the fall [and winter], they have the entire cool season, dormant season, to 
spread roots out before the big demands on roots and water start in the spring.

Just because a tree will grow in Texas, doesn’t mean it should grow here. Harris advises that we all exercise 
caution about what we plant in our yards.

The biggest thing to avoid is non-natives. Our natives have all of the features you would want, but they’ve spent 
thousands and thousands of years getting used to being here, and with all of the wildlife used to having them, 
too. It’s all a web, and you can’t tell which string you can pull out without upsetting things. 

Tomorrow we’ll have a few tree planting tips to help you and your newly planted tree enjoy a long and happy 
life together

Rules for Tree Planting

Wednesday, February 10th, 2016

Trees are habitat for wildlife. And if you’re adding new trees to your landscape, you need to know the rules.

People frequently ask how close they can put a tree to the house, because shade on the house obviously is a 
huge energy savings. The general rule of thumb is you go no closer to the house than the eaves are high. So, if 
you measure up to the eaves of your house, and it’s ten feet high, then you need to get ten feet back from the 
house.

Scott Harris, a certified arborist in Austin, recommends planting only native specimens.

http://passporttotexas.org/plant-native-trees-before-spring/
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You always want to plant your trees at the exact level they were in the pot. Don’t dig a big deep hole, dig a big 
wide hole. Always use the same soil you took out to backfill. But, you can put your compost underneath the 
mulch, and then all of that organic goodness will dribble down in the way that nature intended. 

By watering infrequently and deeply, we can help new trees develop extensive root systems.

If you just have a little bit of water in one area, that’s where the roots are going to go. But if you water very 
deeply, it’ll spread into the surrounding soil, and the roots will follow that moisture out.

Strong root systems help trees remain strong and withstand drought.

2016 Crab Trap Clean-up

Thursday, February 11th, 2016

Lost and abandoned crab traps become hazards to marine life in Texas bays.

We are particularly concerned because of the ghost fishing effects; they continue fishing unmaintained.

When something gets in the trap and dies, it acts as bait, attracting more marine life, which in turn suffers the 
same fate. Art Morris coordinated the annual cleanup of derelict traps during his time with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife.

And what we do once a year in February, is get volunteers together up and down the coast, and we try to 
remove all those traps that have been lost, or vandalized or whatever that are potentially ghost fishing.

Volunteers have removed more than 31-thousand traps in the cleanup’s 15 year history. The cleanup 
traditionally starts on the third Friday of February and continues for 10 days.

We don’t have any kind of salvage laws in Texas, and once you put out a trap—it’s your property and nobody is 
supposed to touch that. So, in order to get to these derelict traps, we have a legislative, mandated closure.

This mandate gives citizens permission to remove derelict traps from their favorite fishing holes during that 10-
day period. Find details volunteering for this year’s cleanup on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series.

TPW TV: Oil Spill Team

Friday, February 12th, 2016

On March 22nd, 2014 two vessels collided in the Houston ship channel. And that’s when the TPW Oil Spill 
Response team sprang to action.

[Winston Denton] There was a timing issue with an incoming inbound ship and a barge and tug crossing the 
channel. 

[Steven Mitchell] The crew members started reporting that they had oil leaking from the barge.

[Rebbecca Hensley] We had about 170,000 gallons of fuel that was spilled into the ship channel.

http://passporttotexas.org/2016-crab-trap-clean-up/
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[Don Pitts] Any large spill like this, we get notified by the Coast Guard or the General Land Office to come and 
assist in the role of Natural Resource Advisors.

[Heather Biggs] Since it was a large event, we did pull people from Austin, from Corpus, even down from 
Brownsville we had folks coming in to help us.

[Angela Schrift] We coordinated, figured out what we’d need. Got the materials together and got down to the 
coast as soon as we could.

Meet the team, and find out what happened next, when you view their story next week on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife TV Series on PBS.

Rock On: Because You Can

Monday, February 15th, 2016

Brad Bell doesn’t think twice when you ask him why anyone would climb a rock.

Why would someone wanna…Because a it’s there (laugh)… 

The Austin resident teaches the sport of rock climbing. He says although you don’t need rock-hard abs to climb 
— before you attempt this sport — a little weight training may be in order first…

Upper body strength is good and leg strength is even more of a plus. (Nat sound) “There ya go…push your 
hand and then move your hand up to the next one…there ya go (screams) pull on up…good!

And even though rock climbing offers climbers a feeling or solitude, it’s critical – whether you’re a novice or a 
seasoned climber — never go alone.

You should always have team partners… because you have to have a partner to help you belay and help you 
repel down and basically it’s a team effort all the way up.

Four Texas state parks offer rock climbing: Enchanted Rock, north of Fredericksburg, Hueco Tanks, just north 
of El Paso, Caprock Canyons southeast of Amarillo and Lake Mineral Wells.

Find your next climbing adventure on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Website.

Shell Collecting Tips

Tuesday, February 16th, 2016

Nobody thinks twice about collecting shells from the beach. But I started to wonder if it’s really okay since 
beaches are public land.

It’s okay to collect shells. The ones that are broken and come apart, they create the sand that’s out there, but 
there is no law against it [collecting].

Paul Hammerschmidt is a lifelong shell collector, and former coastal fisheries biologist with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. He says collect responsibly to avoid creating problems for the environment or marine animals.

I highly recommend that you only take shells that are from dead animals—not live animals.

http://passporttotexas.org/rock-on-because-you-can/
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How can you determine if something is still alive? In the case of the popular sand dollar, small spines cover the 
shells of living animals…so look for smooth, spineless shells. If, like me, you’ve never found a sand dollar on 
the beach—there’s good reason for it.

I think it’s because everybody wants to get a sand dollar. And, too, they’re another very fragile shell. And when 
the waves are strong, they’ll get broken up, and you’ll just see fragments of them. A lot of times, the best time to 
find a sand dollar, is after a storm—and then very early in the morning—before anybody else gets out on the 
beach.

When and where to go shelling on tomorrow’s show.

Benefits of Winter Beachcombing

Wednesday, February 17th, 2016

Before you sell seashells by the seashore, you first have to find them. Surprisingly, summer beachcombing may 
not yield the results you desire.

I feel the best time to go shelling is in the wintertime.

Paul Hammerschmidt is a lifelong shell collector and former coastal fisheries biologist with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. He says winter storms churn up the Gulf bottom, sending marine critters and their calciferous 
containments onto the beach. To improve your chances of finding a variety of intact shells, Hammerschmidt 
says stay clear of crowded beaches.

If you get a chance to go to some more isolated beaches, like down on Padres island, or something like that, 
where the population of humans is not quite so thick, you’ll have a much better chance of finding some really 
unusual shells.

Such as a pretty little shell called baby ears—which looks like…well…baby ears. Or, there’s another special 
shell worth searching for called spirula.

And it’s a coiled, snail-like shell. But it doesn’t belong to a snail—it belongs to a little squid. And it’s inside the 
squid, and when the squid dies, that little thing has a lot of chambers in it with gas, and it floats and washes up 
on the beach. Those are very pretty, bright white, and they’re very fragile, so you have to be careful with them.

This time of year, before it warms up, is a terrific time to go beach-combing.

That’s our show for today…remember: Life’s Better Outside.

Prescription to Burn

Thursday, February 18th, 2016

Man mimics nature when he uses fire as a land management tool. One way to use fire is through controlled 
burning; another way is to use prescribed fire.

According to David Riskind, director of natural resources for state parks, there is a difference between the two.

Controlled burning is a term that people use that you start at part A, and you burn until you get to part B. 
Professional land managers use the term prescribed fire because you have specific objectives, you have specific 

http://passporttotexas.org/benefits-of-winter-beachcombing/
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outcomes, you burn under very specific conditions. And so a prescription is a planning document… you lay 
everything out ahead of time and you then implement it with very specific objectives in mind.

Riskind adds that those objectives usually have to do with land management.

There can be a whole series of objectives. From very simple things like fuel load reduction. You can have 
specific habitat objectives…to change the vegetation structure and composition to support waterfowl, or to 
support antelope, or lesser prairie chickens…or Houston toads for that matter.

Learn more about prescribed burns on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series and works to increase fishing, hunting, 
shooting and boating opportunities in Texas.

Celebrating Texas Independence

Friday, February 19th, 2016

Texas Independence Day is March 2. And Washington on the Brazos is where it all started.

This town was chosen as the site of the general convention, which met on March 1, 1836, and adjourned on 
March 17.

Janice Campbell, former interpreter at Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site, said those seventeen days 
in 1836, paved the way for Texas future.

In those seventeen days, the elected delegates that came here, they declared their independence from Mexico; 
they wrote a constitution; and they elected some officers for a government. So, I guess you could say the 
groundwork of the government of the Republic of Texas was created right here in Washington. 

Campbell said one cannot help but feel a deep connection to the past when visiting Washington-on-the-Brazos.

It’s pretty awesome to be able to walk out there, and walk along the main thoroughfare of the town and know 
that we are walking in the footsteps of history…right here in Washington.

Check out the Texas Parks and Wildlife Calendar of events to see when Washington-on-the-Brazos State 
Historic Site plans to celebrate Texas’ Independence.

We record our series at the Block House in Austin and Joel Block engineers our program.

Volunteer with Texas State Parks

Monday, February 22nd, 2016

Volunteers donate more than a half-million hours of service worth over $17-million dollars annually to all 
Texas Parks and Wildlife programs.

They get to work with really friendly and knowledgeable staff, and they have a great time just being outside and 
enjoying nature, themselves, as part of their giving back.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/habitats/post_oak/habitat_management/fire/
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Audrey Muntz is the new volunteer coordinator for Texas state parks, and says anyone with an interest can 
find a volunteer opportunity in parks that suits them.

We have hundreds of opportunities throughout the state at state parks. Some of them are one time; some of them 
are short term. And, the majority of them are ongoing.

One of the most coveted long-term volunteer jobs is state park host. In exchange for their services, they receive 
a campground site.

Those individuals serve up to 24-30 hours a week in exchange for being able to keep their RV in the 
campground. And so they can help with a huge variety of things, from keeping the grounds clean, to fee 
collection. And they are the face of the park in many ways, and help campers get to know and learn the park 
and keep it as beautiful and clean as they can for all of our visitors.

Park host commitments range from two to six months; and, established volunteers often move from one park to 
another.

A Flood of Volunteer Spirit

Tuesday, February 23rd, 2016

Texans are not afraid to roll up their sleeves and pitch in when their state parks need them: such as after the 
2015 Memorial Day Floods.

A lot of our friends groups were leading a lot of those efforts.

Audrey Muntz is the volunteer coordinator for Texas state parks. She says she expects opportunities to help 
flood damaged parks will continue for some time.

Especially for areas where there has been major trail damage, or major damage to work areas or 
campgrounds.

The floods may have happened eight months ago, but volunteer opportunities to get them sorted are ongoing. 
And Audrey Muntz says volunteers participate in various projects throughout the year for personal reasons.

There’s this really deep desire to make sure we’re providing this for future generations. So, I really see that 
through these volunteer efforts.

Interested in becoming a volunteer at your Texas State Parks? Log onto the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
website and register to become a volunteer, receive updates, and search a wide variety of available projects.

No Country for Old Cowbirds

Wednesday, February 24th, 2016

The brown-headed cowbird migrated with bison across the Great Plains, and because it’s hard to raise a family 
on the road, cowbirds laid their eggs in other birds’ nests; host birds unwittingly raised cowbird young.

The problem with the cowbird eggs is that normally they’re big eggs; they hatch earlier than the host eggs do; 
and they’re very vocal and hungry and beg for food.
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Biologist, Marsha May, says the cowbird hatchlings out compete the host’s offspring for food, starving them 
out, and reducing populations of that species. Back when bison roamed, cowbirds didn’t have quite the same 
impact.

Black-capped vireos, which are an endangered species now, evolved where if they were parasitized by a brown-
headed cowbird, they would leave that nest and re-nest – start a new nest. Well, if the cowbirds had already 
moved through, that would have worked.

Without bison, cowbirds hang with cows. Because cows are fenced in and don’t migrate, neither do cowbirds.

They’re parasitizing all the birds in that area – their nests – and they’re having a major impact on some species 
like the black capped vireo, because the black-capped vireo keeps re-nesting and that’s wasting a lot of energy, 
and if it’s constantly being parasitized, then no young will be reproduced at all that year.

Women Hunters and Why They Hunt

Thursday, February 25th, 2016

Although I am not a hunter, I attended an all-woman hunting trip to the Texas Hill Country to learn about it.

I met women on the trip who were long-time hunters as well as others who were on their first hunts. Tami 
Crawford was the hunt coordinator, and explained the purpose of the event.

We’re trying to get women involved in the outdoors, and to take some of the mystery out of the sport of hunting. 
Before it’s just been something that the guys go do.

Ten women in all went on the trip. Each brought a guide with them. First time hunter, Millissa Salinas of 
Austin, brought her father Ralph.

I’ve always wanted to experience the outdoors, and I thought the perfect opportunity to bond with my father 
would be this event so he could show me the rope and experience some special memories together.

Millissa, like all of the women on the trip, was enthusiastic about the experience.

It was extremely exciting. We’d been preparing for it for about a month. He had taken me target shooting, I had 
borrowed a rifle. So I’d been anticipating the whole excitement for some time now. So when the actual moment 
came to pull the trigger, it was extremely exciting.

Millissa harvested two deer on that trip. Hunting with other women and her father made for an experience that 
Millissa intends to recreate with other family members.

We definitely want to get involved more in the outdoors. And I have a younger sister that we’re going to try to 
encourage to join us.

Conservation Leader: Tim Birdsong

Friday, February 26th, 2016

Tim Birdsong is Chief of Habitat Conservation for Inland Fisheries at Parks and Wildlife.
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I feel like it’s my job as a rivers biologist here at Texas Parks and Wildlife to help people understand what 
would be lost if we didn’t take care of these resources.

He works closely with landowners to develop projects to preserve healthy, flowing waters in Texas.

Since 2010, We’ve entered into agreements with over 100 landowners to do stream corridor conservation 
projects to conserve these lands along these flowing waters like you see here. In my personal life, I love to get 
out and recreate on rivers and streams, and so I don’t really feel like my job is work. So conserving those 
natural resources is about conserving that relationship that I want to pass down to my own children. 

Conservation is hard work for all involved, and can at times seem like one step forward and two steps back. But 
people like Tim Birdsong never lose focus or faith.

I feel like I’ve made a difference. I feel like the team that I work with has made a difference. I associate my work 
with not just conserving fish and wildlife, but preserving a way of life. If I can have a role in helping more 
people get out and experience the outdoors, or promote a way of life that’s going to lead to a healthier, happier 
society then I’m all for it.

Meet Tim next week in a segment on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV show on PBS, Check your local listings.

Texas Outdoor Stories: Time in a Bottle

Monday, February 29th, 2016

Terri McDonald of Rockport, responded to our request for listeners’ stories about their favorite Texas State 
Parks, historic sites or wildlife management areas. Her favorite is Matagorda Island Wildlife Management Area.

Absolutely love it. There’s no cars…very few people…it’s just like going back in time to a beach a hundred 
years ago.

The slow pace leaves a lot of time for one of Terri’s favorite pastimes — beach combing.

We’ve found tons of seashells, beautiful driftwood, four messages in bottles…. You just never know what you’re 
going to find out there.

Terri says she’s contacted three of the people whose message she found in the bottles.

The oldest one was from 1969. A soldier in the Vietnam War had dropped it off of Cape Canaveral. And we 
found it at the bottom of a dune that had been sheared off by a storm. So it had been buried under sixteen feet of 
sand for years and years. So we got in touch with him through the help of the Corpus Christi Caller Times 
Military Reporter. And the poor guy almost had a heart attack. It was a long time ago – he had almost forgotten 
doing it.

Now it’s your turn. Visit the Outdoor Stories link at passporttotexas.org and send us an email with your 
memory of the Great Texas Outdoors.
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