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Your Chance to be Part of History

Monday, May 2nd, 2016

A generation grew up watching the Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS TV series. Now, a new generation is joining 
them.

The thing that I consider the most special part about the Texas Parks and Wildlife [TV] show, is that I’ve never 
seen my daughter’s face light up so much as when she hears that opening song.  It doesn’t matter which room in 
the house my daughter is in, as soon as she hears those opening notes, she comes running in, because she 
knows the animal show’s on.

Josh Havens, Texas Parks and Wildlife Director of Communications, says 2016 marks the series’ 30th 
anniversary, and viewers of all ages are invited to commemorate this milestone.

We are holding a contest to commemorate that anniversary; a chance to give our viewers an opportunity to be 
part of that show that they’ve supported for so long. To enter is simple. In 250 words or less, you pitch us an 
original story idea for a feature segment. If your idea wins, you get the choice of either being on the show itself, 
or being on the film crew.

The winner also receives over $2-thousand dollars in prizes.

We’re looking for stories that can take individuals from their everyday indoor life, and introduce them to a 
world that is outside, and that tells the story of why Texas’ wild places and wild things are so unique. 

Deadline for entries is May 31, 2016. Find complete contest rules and online entry form on the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife website.

Go Fish! Learn to Fish Events Teach New Skills

Tuesday, May 3rd, 2016

Fishing dates back 40-thousand years. While we started as nomadic hunter-gatherers, archeological analysis 
indicates most permanent settlements were established near water, where fish became a primary food source. 
Today, fishing is not so much about survival as it is about connecting with nature and family. But most people 
are out of touch with the activity. And for them, we have Go Fish! events at State Parks.

At a Go Fish! event, they’re typically going to have a chance—after they’ve gone through learning stations—to 
borrow some equipment and fish there on the site.

Caleb Harris, Texas Parks and Wildlife’s aquatic education training specialist, says Go Fish! events take place 
at state parks year-round and are self-paced.

They normally have about five learning stations they learn how to assemble their fishing gear. The next station 
they may learn how to identify certain fish. So, they’ll go through those learning stations, and when they finish 
that, they normally have a check-list, and they come back up to the table and get their award for learning how 
to fish, and then can borrow some fishing poles.
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Harris says it takes about 30 to 45 minutes to go through all the stations; those who do get an award and an 
opportunity to put their new found skills into practice.

We really hope they leave there [the Go Fish! Event] much more comfortable with the sport of fishing, and 
ready to try it out on their own.

Find Go Fish! events near you in the calendar section of the Texas Parks and Wildlife website…and get ready 
to get hooked.

Become a Volunteer Angler Education Instructor

Wednesday, May 4th, 2016

You don’t have to be a pro to teach angling to others.

I used to be a school teacher, and you just need to know a little bit more than the person you’re instructing. We 
have people come that have no background knowledge whatsoever in fishing. Picture a scout troop in which 
none of the leadership has a background in fishing, and yet they want to extend that to their scout troops. 

A dedicated volunteer base allows Texas Parks and Wildlife aquatic education training specialist Caleb Harris 
and his crew to reach a larger audience than they otherwise would.

That’s exactly why we need them. They extend our outreach efforts to hundreds of places a weekend. We’re a 
staff of four in our outreach office, and so they really multiply our efforts as a department to get the word out.

Harris says becoming a volunteer angler education instructor begins with a weekend workshop.

Our instructor workshops are normally on Saturdays, and they’re held all over the state. They’re listed on our 
Texas Parks and Wildlife calendar of events, and they’re free for anyone that wants to attend them. And they 
normally last about six hours, five hours. They’re, I’d say, about half classroom time and half playing the type 
of games and learning the type of fishing skills that we’d like our instructors to pass on. So, they’re pretty active 
workshops.

Find an angler instructor workshop near you in the calendar section of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
website…and get ready to get hooked.

Should Texas Worry About the Zika Virus?

Thursday, May 5th, 2016

According to the World Health Organization: Zika virus is an emerging mosquito-borne virus that was first 
identified in Uganda in 1947.

It’s one of these tropical diseases that was known in the literature, but there weren’t any outbreaks until more 
recently.

Mike Quinn is an entomologist in Austin who’s been following reports of the virus and its carrier, often called 
the yellow fever mosquito.

The consensus is that it’s Aedes aegypti that’s the main culprit. The Aedes aegypti being people specific is an 
effective vector in that it can bite one person with the disease virus, and then bite another person and transmit 
that virus.
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The World Health Organization tells us: Substantial new research has strengthened the association between 
Zika infection and the occurrence of fetal malformations and neurological disorders. We’ve seen this most 
markedly in Brazil, with an increase in microcephaly in newborns of infected mothers. Do we need to worry in 
Texas? Is this mosquito in our midst?

It’s an introduced species. And it is most common around the southeastern gulf coast states, but it’s in the 
eastern half of Texas.

Direct infection by a mosquito has not occurred in Texas. Reported cases have been in people who traveled to 
zika hot spots. Tomorrow: what we can do to manage mosquitoes around the home.

Reduce Mosquito Breeding Sites

Friday, May 6th, 2016

Aedes aegypti is a mosquito known to carry the zika virus we’ve heard about in the news. It’s an introduced 
species found in the eastern half of Texas. But Mike Quinn says there’s no cause for alarm.

There’s no locally acquired cases in the [50] United States.

Quinn is an Austin entomologist who’s been following reports of the virus and its host species. This mosquito is 
different than most.

We mostly we think of large numbers of mosquitoes at dawn and dusk and through the night. But the Aedes 
aegypti is a day biting insect.

Aedes aegypti is a creature of the summer months, and most active May through August. One way to control it 
is to prevent it from breeding.

Controlling breeding sights on our property can be a very effective way to reduce the mosquito [population]. 
It’s what we call a container breeding mosquito. [It breeds] in pots and barrels, and toys and bottles. It can 
breed in a very small amount of water—a tablespoon or less, even. But it takes about a week under optimal 
conditions to go from egg to adult. So, doing a weekly cleanup of property, checking for water sources, 
changing out birdbath water on a weekly basis, is a good way to keep the population down locally.

Using products containing DEET on your person can be an effective deterrent. We have links to more 
information about the zika virus at passporttotexas.org.

TPW TV: Balmorhea Fun

Monday, May 9th, 2016

Jeffrey Buras [Byou-ras] is the newest producer on the PBS Texas Parks and Wildlife Television series.

There’s a lot to learn, for sure. Not only just with our production process, but also [becoming familiar with] all 
of the biology, all of the wildlife management… 

The job involves more than knowing where to point the camera. It’s challenging, and also keeps producers on 
the road for long stretches. Yet, even when they’re done for the day, they’re never really done. As you’ll see 
when you view an upcoming segment called Balmorhea Fun.
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I was actually doing a story with producer Abe Moore—we were out in the Pecos region studying the Pecos 
Pup fish for another segment. We’d finished in the middle of the afternoon, and we were considering—okay, we 
could either do the drive back to Austin over six hours, or we could just stay here in Balmorhea, enjoy the 
afternoon, make a fun little video, and drive back the next day.

And that’s just what they did.

We had a bunch of small Go-Pro cameras, and, we had a Quad-Copter that can shoot video. We spent the 
afternoon swimming with folks, giving them cameras [to use], and coming up with this fun little video.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife TV segment Balmorhea Fun airs on PBS stations the week of May 15th.

It’s just a fun view of what it’s like to spend a day at Balmorhea State Park.

Bass Classic and Toyota Texas Fest

Tuesday, May 10th, 2016

The 10th Annual Toyota Texas Bass Classic, May 20 through 22, takes place on Lake Ray Roberts, and features 
family friendly activities at Toyota Stadium in Frisco.

This is a new thing for Bass Classic. The fishing portion is going to take place at Lake Ray Roberts, and then 
they’re going to come over and do all the awards in the stadium. So, it’s really going to be a little different than 
it’s been, but almost a little cooler, because usually we’re out in the country, and this time a lot of people that 
haven’t been able to come out to this event in the past are going to get to come out and try it.

Lacey Estus is outreach and recruitment manager at Texas Parks and Wildlife. The festivities in Frisco offers 
urban families an opportunity to get acquainted with the agency and the diverse outdoor recreation opportunities 
available to them.

A lot of times, it’s the first time they see us. They’ve heard about us, but they don’t really know who we are and 
what we do. A lot of people have no idea we that we even do archery; they think a lot of times we’re just fishing 
and camping. But, we’re a lot of things. And, it’s a great place for them to touch and feel things. It kind of goes 
back to when we did EXPO. The idea was ‘Hey, let’s take this on the road and give people that experience—
[take it] to places that may not have seen it before or know anything about it.

Enjoy country music concerts all three days of the Toyota Texas Fest. There are plenty of family friendly 
activities, food, drinks and big bass. Discounted single day tickets or weekend passes are available before the 
event at toyotatexasfest.com.

Texas Game Wardens

Wednesday, May 11th, 2016

Texas Game Wardens became part of the fabric of our state in 1895 with the creation of the Fish and Oyster 
Commission by the Texas Legislature. The commission evolved into Texas Parks and Wildlife.

Since that time, our mission is to protect the citizens of Texas. Protect the natural resources of Texas. Conduct 
boating safety—water safety. It really encompasses a lot.

Grahame Jones is chief of special operations for Texas Parks and Wildlife’s Law Enforcement Division. He 
says Game Wardens are highly trained state peace officers.
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We can enforce all Texas law. A big part of what Game Wardens do is public safety.

They’re often first on the scene during natural disasters. Game Wardens are members of the communities they 
serve, and advocate community policing.

We’re part of the community. We take great pride in outreach and education with schools—elementary schools, 
middle schools, high schools, community groups… And, we require our Game Wardens to take part in outreach, 
but we don’t have to. They do it anyway [because they want to do it].

With outreach in mind, we’re starting a new feature on the show called Ask a Game Warden.

We want to hear from the people, and I think this is a great way to do that, because that relates back to 
community policing.

To ask your question go to the contact page at passporttotexas.org and send us an email.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation supports our series and helps keep Texas wild with support of proud 
members across the state. Find out more at tpwf.org.

Ask A Game Warden

Thursday, May 12th, 2016

Texas Game Wardens are part of the communities they serve. They’re accessible and ready to answer your 
questions. With that in mind, our show is beginning a new feature in June called Ask a Game Warden.

We’d love to hear from some of your listeners on the radio show.

Grahame Jones is chief of special operations for Texas Parks and Wildlife’s Law Enforcement Division.

We have a very robust social media platform, both the department’s social media and then our division’s social 
media as well; Facebook, Twitter, Instagram. Or submit your questions on your radio show. 

No matter where you are in the state, questions submitted to the radio show will receive answers, and some will 
be answered on the show, during our Ask a Game Warden feature.

We have game wardens all over the state. Most counties have game wardens assigned to those particular 
counties. We have some counties in far west Texas and some counties in the panhandle that have one game 
warden assigned to a couple of counties. But, for the most part, we’re assigned to every country throughout the 
state.

Submit your question at passporttotexas.org; send it via our contact page.

More Funding to Fight Invasive Species

Friday, May 13th, 2016

Record funding approved by the Texas Legislature is launching new fronts in the war on aquatic invasive 
species.
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With $6.6 million dollars in appropriations, this year and next, Texas Parks and Wildlife will ramp up an 
unprecedented effort to control and stop the spread of aquatic invasive plants and creatures.

Some of the aquatic invasive species that will receive the agency’s attention include: giant salvinia and zebra 
mussels covering Texas lakes, to giant reed and salt cedar smothering rivers and streams, to exotic fish that 
compete with Texas natives and alter natural ecosystems.

One major category of work is Aquatic Invasive Plant Management—projects focused on management of 
aquatic invasive plants on public waters to enhance boater access for recreation, and management of riparian 
invasive plants in target areas to improve water quality and quantity.

In Texas, the economic impacts of aquatic invasives are far-reaching, costing the state billions of dollars 
annually, including threatening to undermine a recreational freshwater fishing industry worth more than $4 
billion-dollars.

That’s our show. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation supports our series and helps keep Texas wild with 
support of proud members across the state. Find out more at tpwf.org

Giant Reed is a Giant Problem in Texas

Monday, May 16th, 2016

Texas has its share of invasive plants and animals, including Arundo Donax, or giant reed; you’ve probably 
seen it along roadways and river banks.

13— If you see it on roadsides, it’s very tall—grows up to about 30 feet. Has segments, really broad, pointed 
leaves—huge showy plumes. It can actually be quite pretty. And it looks somewhat like corn.

Giant reed is a non-native grass. Monica McGarrity who studies aquatic invasive for Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
says its greatest impact occurs when it gets into areas along rivers and creeks.

18—They have these impacts because they’re able to outcompete the native plants and push them aside, 
displace them. And when we’re talking especially about riverside, riparian areas, along our creeks – diversity 
of native plants is really important to the wildlife, and for maintaining the overall health of the community.

When giant reed displaces native plant communities, the result is reduced habitat quality.

17— It reduces quality for birds and other wildlife. And then it can start to— over time – have impacts on the 
stream itself, and reduce the habitat that’s available to the aquatic community, and make it more homogenous, 
more the same throughout. Rather than having diverse pools and riffles and habitats that they need.

Monica McGarrity returns tomorrow to tell us how not to try and remove this plant from our property.

How NOT to Manage Giant Reed

Tuesday, May 17th, 2016

How would you deal with grass that’s gotten out of hand? Mow it? That works for turf grass, but not the 
invasive non-native grass called Arundo Donax, or giant reed.

It’s very tall—grows up to about 30 feet. 
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Not only is mowing nearly impossible, but using a machete or anything that breaks this gargantuan grass into 
pieces is ill-advised, says Monica McGarrity, who studies aquatic invasive for Texas Parks and Wildlife.

The way that this plant reproduces is by the canes—especially when they’re cut—by folks mowing or by nutria 
eating them. They spread downstream and they re-root and create new plants. It does spread by its rhizomes, 
but it can travel long distances if you cut it, mow it, and fragments get into the creek. Each fragment can create 
a new plant.

Its invasive nature is evident along rivers and streams; it outcompetes native plants and disrupts habitat. In 
addition, it’s a thirsty plant – not good for drought-prone Texas.

It uses a lot of water. It’s been shown to reduce flows, and it can cause a lot of erosion, and that can reduce the 
water quality in the stream. So, lots of ways that it can have a big impact on the system.

So what is the best way to manage giant reed? Monica McGarrity has the answer on tomorrow’s show.

Learn more about giant reed at texasinvasives.org.

Best Management of Giant Reed

Wednesday, May 18th, 2016

Arundo Donax, or giant reed, is an invasive plant found along rivers and creeks. While it spreads through 
underground rhizomes, it can also multiply when cane fragments travel downstream.

You cut it, you mow it, you get fragments into the creek—each fragment can create a new plant.

This is why mowing or otherwise breaking up the cane is ill-advised. Monica McGarrity who studies aquatic 
invasive for TPW, says of the methods used to manage giant reed, herbicides are most effective.

We do use herbicides that are labeled for aquatic use. We take extreme care to minimize overspray, and any 
damage to non-target plant; we just be really selective when we hit the Arundo. And then, that allows the canes 
to die and remain in place. So, we’re not destabilizing the entire riparian area.

When the canes die, they provide protection for emerging native plants.

So, when you have young, native plants that start to come up, then deer and things are going to come out and 
munch on them. So these canes kind of create a nursery area to allow them to come back. And so that’s really 
important. Planting the natives alone [without first using herbicides], they haven’t evolved to compete with this 
huge, vigorous invader.

Landowners are vital to managing this invasive plant. Find out why on tomorrow’s show.

Landowners Key to Controlling Giant Reed

Thursday, May 19th, 2016

Arundo donax, or giant reed, isn’t all bad. In some parts of the world it’s used as a biofuel, and even to make 
reeds for woodwinds. In Texas, where it covers a half million acres of land, it’s a pest. This non-native cane 
doesn’t provide food or nesting habitats for wildlife – but outcompetes native plants that do. Plus it disturbs 
aquatic ecosystems along riparian areas where it grows. TPW works with landowners in affected areas to 
manage the species.

http://www.texasinvasives.org
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These are private waters and landowners are able to come in and tell us what problems they’re seeing with the 
arundo, how it’s affecting them. They’re out there to monitor over time—let us know when they see native plants 
coming back, or if they see any re-sprouting popping up.

Monica McGarrity, with Texas Parks and Wildlife, says strategies used to manage the pest include: Pull. Kill. 
Plant. Pull up young plants, use EPA approved herbicides to kill mature plants, and repopulate with native 
vegetation. It’s worked in the Nueces River Basin.

So we’ve been working in the Nueces River Basin with the NRA for a number of years to manage arundo. And 
it’s been rather effective. There’s a huge partnership that includes landowners and a variety of techniques to 
manage the arundo and to replant some native plants. And now we’re able to expand this into the Pedernales 
Basin and into the Blanco River as well.

Monica McGarrity returns to talk about that tomorrow.

Managing Giant Reed in the Texas Hill Country

Friday, May 20th, 2016

Arundo Donax—or giant reed—may not be public enemy number one, but this non-native grass, which covers 
an estimated half million acres in Texas, shows up on Parks and Wildlife’s most (un)wanted list.

This is an invasive plant—especially when it gets into areas along rivers and creeks. 

Monica McGarrity studies aquatic invasives for Texas Parks and Wildlife, and says thanks to recent increased 
legislative funding, the agency can expand management efforts of arundo to the Hill Country.

One of the reasons why we’re focusing on the hill country is because these are some of the headwaters areas, 
they’re really important, for some of our native fishes that are imperiled; including our state fish—the 
Guadalupe bass. And when it gets into these narrow streams and creeks and headwaters, it can just have some 
devastating impacts.

Such as bank failure, decreased water quality, and habitat disruption. McGarrity says the plan includes using 
EPA approved herbicides and revegetating banks with native species.

This project seeks to manage the arundo to minimize impacts on these imperiled fishes, and improve habitat 
quality and diversity and support these conservation initiatives.

Learn more about Arundo donax at texasinvasives.org.

Birding from Fifty Yards Away

Monday, May 23rd, 2016

The Texas Gulf Coast buzzes with bird life year-round. And while it’s tempting to get close to them when 
visiting the beach…

Fish, swim and play from fifty yards away. It’s an idea that we want to relay to folks.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford says this slogan is a catchy reminder to keep your 
distance from our feathered friends.
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Especially in the nesting season. You want to keep your distance when you’re fishing, birdwatching, boating—
keep fifty yards between you and the birds.

Fifty yards is considered a safe distance so that you don’t spook birds from their nests.

When people get too close they notice—oh, all the adults are flying off the nests. And the hot sun cooks the little 
nestlings. Well, that is bad stuff.

Cliff adds that while it may be fun to bring your dog to the beach, keep it fifty yards away and on its leash.

That dog might love running after those flocks of birds, but in migration, some of those birds like red knots, 
could have flown hundreds and hundreds of miles and that’s their resting spot. That’s their refueling spot. And 
that’s disruptive on a bird during its long journey. So, keep the dog leashed, and remember to fish, swim and 
play at fifty yards away.

Get to Know Purtis Creek State Park

Tuesday, May 24th, 2016

Popular among residents of Dallas, Tyler and Houston, Purtis Creek State Park, 15-hundred acres of east 
Texas splendor, offers visitors a scenic and peaceful getaway.

When they first roll up, they’re going to see a beautiful hardwood forest that’s interspersed with some little 
savannah grassland.

Now that’s how to set a relaxing mood. Mendy Davis is park superintendent. She says the park offers 
camping—primitive or with amenities—a children’s play area, a swimming beach, miles of hiking trails, and 
plenty of catfish, crappie and bass in their 35 acre lake.

The lake was actually built as an experimental bass fishing lake. Our black bass are catch and release only 
because we’re trying to grow the larger size fish. So, if they have to throw back the black bass, are there fish 
there that they can take and maybe cook at the campsite? The crappie, as long as they are ten inches. You can 
only take five catfish a day, but they can be any size. That was created so that any child that catches their first 
catfish can take it home if they want to.

We talk more about this gem of an East Texas state park tomorrow, including volunteer opportunities.

We’re kind of looking for that birding person who wants to come out and lead a birdwatching hike for us.

That and other opportunities at Purtis Creek State Park tomorrow.

Volunteer at Purtis Creek State Park

Wednesday, May 25th, 2016

If you like giving back to your community, and live near Purtis Creek State Park in east Texas, you’re in 
luck.

We have volunteers that help us in many different ways here.
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Mendy Davis is superintendent of the park, located in Eustace, just down the road from the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center in Athens. Davis says Purtis Creek SP relies on volunteers.

Our park is not staffed to completely operate on its own. And, to be able to offer the interpretive programs that 
we provide here in the park, as well as the events, it requires additional outside assistance.

In addition to its onsite park host position, interested persons will discover a wide variety of volunteer 
opportunities available at the park.

We have other volunteer opportunities to come and assist with our interpretive programs. We teach basic canoe 
and kayaking…night sounds…night hikes…nature hikes. So, we have many volunteers who just join us for a 
specific hike that is something that they want to do. Or if they happen to have interest in birding. That’s one 
area that we don’t have anyone trained in at this time. So, we’re looking for that birding person who wants to 
come out and lead a birdwatching hike for us.

Whether you’re skilled in paddling, hiking, fishing, biking or birding you can share your knowledge with others 
at Purtis Creek State Park. Check out the volunteer page on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Popular and Abundant — Rethinking Catfish

Thursday, May 26th, 2016

Largemouth bass may be the gold standard when it comes to freshwater fish in Texas, but catfish are a close 
second.

We’ve done a lot with regards to the management of largemouth bass. And we figure, catfish are going to meet 
the needs of a new generation of anglers across the state; and there’s a lot we can do to manage for catfish and 
make fishing even better than it is right now.

Dave Terre is chief of fisheries management and research at Texas Parks and Wildlife. Catfish are abundant and 
adaptable to Texas’ changing environmental conditions.

We think catfish will be a good match for our changing environmental situations that we have both in our 
reservoir environments and our river environments in Texas. And we think we can manage those populations to 
meet those changing environmental conditions.

Dave Terre says catfish management takes many forms.

Stocking fish is a good way to increase opportunities for people catching more fish. We can also manage with 
fishing regulations. Fishing regulations allow us to control numbers and sizes of fish that are harvested. We can 
also manage fish habitats to improve populations in a number of different ways. As fisheries managers, there’s 
all sorts of things we can do with catfish to make fishing opportunities better in Texas going forward.

The impact of the new management plan on anglers. That’s tomorrow.

New Catfish Management Plan

Friday, May 27th, 2016

Catfish are more adaptable to changing environmental conditions than other game fish, are popular among 
anglers, and are good eating. For those and other reasons, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commissioners 
approved a new Catfish Management Plan earlier this year. Dave Terre.
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The first step in this plan was to go to our anglers and ask them what they want for the future of catfish angling 
in Texas. And we took their opinions and their needs and desires for catfish fishing in the future, and we tried to 
look to see what we could do with our catfish populations to make fishing better for them.

Terre is chief of fisheries management and research at Texas Parks and Wildlife. Stocking, habitat management, 
and regulations, are among the tools they’ll use to implement the plan. In addition, he says, they’ll bring fish to 
the fishermen.

People want good, quality fishing opportunities close to home. So, what we strive to do is to use catfish to 
create good catfish fishing opportunities on smaller, public water bodies in major metropolitan areas close to 
where people live in cities. So, look for us [to be] doing more of that in the future.

Find the complete catfish management plan on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

All these strategies have been confirmed with our anglers as things tht they want us to do. So, for the next 
decade or so, this is the direction that we’ll be moving with our catfish program.

Firearm Safety

Monday, May 30th, 2016

Firearm safety should be every gun owner’s top priority.

Firearm safety really revolves around four main things, and that’s the primary rules of shooting safety or 
hunter safety.

Steve Hall is hunter education coordinator at Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says the first rule of firearm safety is 
to have your gun pointed in a safe direction at all times.

Number two is, check the action and make sure it is unloaded. That’s the rule of treating every firearm as if it 
were loaded. Number three is keeping your finger outside of the trigger guard. And then number four is be sure 
of your target. What is in front of and beyond.

Hall says if there is one rule that gun owners break most often it is muzzle control.

There are a lot of folks who just unknowingly point the firearm in an unsafe direction. Whether they’re walking 
next to their buddies, or pulling a firearm out of a vehicle, or putting it into a vehicle—or even inspecting it in 
the home. Maybe when they’re cleaning the firearm.

Learning and practicing the four rules of firearm safety will prevent accidents in the field and at home. Need 
help? Find a hunter education class near you when you log onto the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife Restoration program supports our series and works to increase shooting sports and hunting in 
Texas.

TPW TV – A Look Back at Texas Swimming Holes

Tuesday, May 31st, 2016

Over the three decades the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV show’s been airing, the name and its personnel have 
changed, but one thing remains — it delivers the best of Texas to you. Next month the series revisits a story 
from 1990 featuring Central Texas Swimming holes, many of which, like Krause Springs near Spicewood, 

http://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_rp_t3200_1817.pdf
http://passporttotexas.org/firearm-safety-2/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/education/hunter-education/online-course/hunting-safety/firearm-safety
http://tpwd.texas.gov/education/hunter-education
http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-a-look-back-at-texas-swimming-holes/


offered more than mere recreation.

Years ago I was baptized here on this place.

Barton Springs—in Austin—one of the largest natural spring-fed swimming holes in Texas, has long been the 
subject of enjoyment and controversy. In this same segment, the series followed the heated debate concerning 
how development would affect the springs.

We need stronger protection in our watershed. In our inner city. You must find all the causes of pollution and 
treat them. You will represent all the city of Austin, and don’t get caught up in the cause celeb of the moment. I 
think without water, we will not have life. With all due respect, I cannot get away from the feeling that the new 
ordinance, as proposed is simply a no growth ordinance. It is very simple: if you build over the aquifer, you will 
pollute our water supply.

Although the segment on Central Texas swimming holes is more than a half century old, the issue is timeless. 
Catch it the week of June 5th on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS. Check your local listings.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/

