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State Bison Herd at Caprock Canyons State Park

Monday, August 1st, 2016

Caprock Canyons State Park is home to living history: the State Bison Herd.

The herd was started by Charles Goodnight back in the 1870s. And it’s one of the five foundation herds that all 
bison today pretty much come from.

Unchecked slaughter of Bison nearly brought them to extinction. Mary Goodnight, wife of legendary Texas 
rancher Charles Goodnight, encouraged her husband to capture calves to save the species. The 130 or so bison 
roaming Caprock Canyons today are direct descendants of those animals.

There is about 12-thousand acres of bison range in the park. Just about everything that’s open to the public is 
open to the bison. You can run into them almost everywhere in the park.

Donald Beard, Park Superintendent, says although bison roam freely, visitors must not interact with them.

We do everything we can to keep the park visitor and the animal safe. We educate the visitors as they come in. 
There are signs. As they come into the visitor center, they’re hand a safety message pamphlet that talks about 
what to do if you run into a bison on the trail. We just have to keep telling visitors that this is a bison range; of 
course the bison have the right-of-way. So, the best thing you can do if you run along a bison on a trail is find a 
shade tree, get out your camera, take some pictures, and wait for them to move on.

Tomorrow: the annual Texas Bison Music Fest.

Bison Music Festival at Caprock Canyons

Tuesday, August 2nd, 2016

Clear your calendar the weekend of September 17 and make plans to attend the annual Texas State Bison Music 
Festival.

This year’s festival is in the town of Quitaque; it’s a street dance where we close off part of the street. We have 
arts and craft vendors, lots of food, and some fantastic entertainment this year.

Quitaque is south of Caprock Canyons State Park, home to the state’s bison herd. Donald Beard is 
superintendent. The festival is a fundraiser for the Texas State Bison Herd Restoration Project.

It’s a good way to have a fundraiser and have a lot of fun. This year we’re also celebrating because the bison 
has recently been named as our national mammal. So, we’ve got lots of reasons to celebrate this year.

Tickets are available now; festival details and ticket prices at bisonfest.com.

The festival this year will be headlined by Robert Earl Keen. We have several other entertainers: Mark Powell, 
Zac Wilkerson, and Kevin Deal. You can call the park for more information, or you can check us out at our 
website or Facebook…Texas State Bison Music Festival. The concert starts at about 3 p.m.; vendors start at 9 
a.m. Come all day and bring your lawn chairs.
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The Texas State Bison Music Festival, benefiting the Texas State Bison Herd Restoration Project is Saturday 
September 17 in Quitaque. Plenty of food and drink–including adult beverages–available from vendors.

Be safe and have a designated driver.

You can bring a cooler when you pay a $10 cooler fee.

100 Years of the Migratory Bird Treaty

Wednesday, August 3rd, 2016

This year is the centennial of the Convention between the United States and Great Britain for the Protection of 
Migratory Birds–also called the Migratory Bird Treaty.

That was signed by Great Britain for Canada at the time–in August of 1916–where that was a protection for all 
migratory birds between Canada and the United States.

Shaun Oldenburger, a migratory game bird biologist with Parks and Wildlife, says as early as the 1860s 
grassroots efforts evolved to develop game laws for birds.

There became this knowledge that birds cross political boundaries, and that they needed protection in both 
wintering and breeding locations. This primarily happened due to some droughts that were occurring, some 
habitat loss that was occurring during the earliest part of the 20th century. And so, some very smart people and 
some very proactive individuals got together and decided that we needed to protect these birds both on the 
breeding and wintering grounds.

It was that understanding of natural laws that set the stage for the Convention and man’s laws.

The idea of the convention is that we need this holistic protection for these birds across their lifecycle. I think 
it’s really interesting that as long ago as a hundred–and even more than a hundred years ago–people were 
thinking about conserving species, when I think that a lot of us consider it [conserving species], sort of, a new 
idea. Yeah. It’s amazing. In fact, a lot of the bird conservation work we’ve had has really spawned in the last 30 
or 40 years. But, the premise–in the state of Texas and beyond the boundaries in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, and japan–was established in the 19th Century. 

We’ll talk more about the Migratory Bird Treaty tomorrow.

The Wildlife Restoration program supports our series.

Save Birds, Save the World

Thursday, August 4th, 2016

The Convention for the Protection of Migratory Birds, signed in 1916, between the US and Great Britain–
which signed for Canada–paved the way for conservation of all migratory birds.

All birds out there, except our upland game birds are covered underneath this act and this convention. It 
includes songbirds, doves, ducks, cranes… And it includes nearly all the birds that you see on the landscape.

Shaun Oldenburger is a migratory game bird biologist with Parks and Wildlife. Grassroots conservation efforts 
have been ongoing since the 19th century, but it wasn’t until the Convention, also known as the Migratory Bird 
Act, that meaningful protections were put into place.
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A lot of these laws came forth in the 20th Century, but these ideas have been around a long time. A lot of folks 
now are engaged in bird conservation; it’s more out there. It’s more, say, in your face. But there are a lot of 
groups out there doing a lot of good work. And a lot of this is spawned from 100 years ago from this 
convention.

Oldenburger says birds enrich our lives. We share the planet with them, and as such, we also share that which 
makes life possible.

We depend on water. We depend on air. We depend on resources. The same as birds. So, if folks start thinking 
about walking out of their house in the morning and hear birds calling–they can make that connection: we are 
all here, we’re all depending on the same things, and birds play an integral part of our world.

Meteors Over Texas

Friday, August 5th, 2016

When small fragments of cosmic debris—created when a comet swings past the sun—enter the earth’s 
atmosphere at high rates of speed, they’re visible as streaks of light in the night sky. And there are plenty of 
meteor showers on the way.

The popular Perseid meteor shower, which peaks in mid-August, is among the more popular meteor events, and 
seems to originate from the constellation Perseus. In dark sky locations, expect to see up to 75 meteors an hour.

From early October to Mid-November the Orionids are visible. In a normal year you may see 20-25 meteors an 
hour; in a great year, as many as 50/hr.

The Leonids, are visible much of November, caused by the comet Temple-Tuttle. The Leonids have offered 
stunning meteor storms as recently as 2001, but expect only 15 meteors an hour through 2031 when the comet 
reappears.

The Geminids, visible from early to mid-December, are often bright and intensely colored. Meteors start 
showing up before 10 p.m., which means you don’t have to get up in the middle of the night to see them.

Whether you see 1 or 100 meteors, it’s always a thrill. You can always find more stargazing infor

Red-crowned Parrots–a Texas Native

Monday, August 8th, 2016

If you live in any of the urban areas of Texas, you’ve probably seen large colonies of the green and gray colored 
bird known as the monk parakeet. You might think they are native to Texas, but they’re not.

And they were escaped birds that have done very well. But what’s very neat, is if you go a little farther south 
into the Rio Grande Valley, we have a native parrot, that’s green and has a little red on the forehead, called the 
Red-crowned Parrot.

Cliff Shackelford is a non-game ornithologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife.

And that bird [the red-crowned parrot] is a native species with a very small global range that is from south 
Texas all the way to parts of northeast Mexico.
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Cliff says you’ll find the native red-crowned parrot in the Rio Grande Valley. And they may be closer than you 
think.

They’re highly urbanized. That’s where a lot of the green space is. A lot of the fruit that they’re eating in 
backyards. Seed feeders and so forth. They’re really thriving well in south Texas.

We’ll have more about this charismatic native parrot and its tendency to dine and nest in the backyards of Rio 
Grande Valley residents.

Meanwhile, explore the unique and beautiful regions of Texas with our nine interactive Great Wildlife Trail 
Maps! Find them on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Some RGV Residents Have Backyard Parrots

Tuesday, August 9th, 2016

It may surprise no one that the Rio Grande Valley is home to a native parrot species. What may astound you, 
though, is to find one in your yard.

They’re going to come to fruiting trees. When acorns are in season in the fall, they’ll really hit those. If you 
have a platform bird feeder, you might get parrots coming to your platform bird feeder for sunflower seeds.

Cliff Shackelford, non-game ornithologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife, says the native Red-crowned Parrot 
makes itself at home in urban settings; readily building nests in abandoned “real estate.”

They really like dead palm trees. The kind that there’s just a trunk standing, they’re no more green fronds, and 
it’s very brittle. The golden fronted woodpecker comes in and excavates a cavity and uses it to raise a family; 
well the next year, a parrot might use it. A parrot can’t really excavate like a woodpecker, but he says,’hey, I 
just need to make this a little bigger, and I’ll use it.’

If you live in the Rio Grande Valley and have a dead or dying palm in your yard (that doesn’t pose a safety 
threat), leave it for the birds. It’s good for them and nature tourism.

Brownsville, Harlingen, Weslaco and McAllen–all have city ordinances where you cannot mess with the birds. 
And one reason is the nature tourists from all over the world come to the valley to see several unique birds, and 
the red-crowned parrot is usually near the top
of the list.

Learn more about Texas birding opportunities on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Scorpions Making Themselves at Home–in Yours

Wednesday, August 10th, 2016

I find scorpions in my house from time to time. With their crablike pincers and barbed tails, they’re scary little 
guys.

I think we have a natural reaction to anything with different body morphology.

Ben Hutchins is an invertebrate biologist at Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says scorpions dwell in a wide variety 
of habitats.
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Pretty much any habitat except Alpine environments.

Although we have several species this arachnid in Texas, Hutchins says we’re not likely to run into them.

Usually, we don’t run into them that often because they’re mainly active at night; during the day they’re usually 
hiding under rocks, under logs—deep in leaf litter as well. So, we don’t run into them a lot, except when 
perhaps we’re in the yard gardening, or they might wander into our house at night.

Why do they come into our homes?

It’s not really intentional; during their foraging, they might see a crack under your door as just another crevice 
that they’ll be traveling through in search of prey.

Once they’re inside, they could make themselves comfy.

If you have a room with the lights off and lots of boxes—places to hide—that mirrors their natural environment 
with lots of secure hiding place for them…

How scorpions are beneficial in the environment. That’s tomorrow.

Scorpions are Beneficial, Just not in the House

Thursday, August 11th, 2016

Texas boasts a fair number of scorpion species.

There are about 18 species in Texas. Depending on where you’re at—you may have more or less.

Ben Hutchins is an invertebrate biologist at Texas Parks and Wildlife.

In all of Texas, we don’t have scorpions that are considered life threatening. As with any animal that has 
venom, there’s always the possibility of an allergic reaction.

To healthy non-allergic people a scorpion sting may simply cause short-term discomfort. In nature, scorpions 
are highly beneficial.

Scorpions are predators, and so they feed on a variety of potential pest organisms. Some scorpions also feed on 
other scorpions, so they do have an important role in the environment potentially controlling pest 
populations…insects…spiders…other arachnids. There’s also potential medical utility for scorpions as well—
using venom to treat medical conditions.

Therefore, if a scorpion inadvertently wanders into your home some evening while foraging…

There’s really no cause for alarm. What I usually do is use a cup [and place it over the scorpion and use a] 
piece of paper that you kind of slide under there to pick up the scorpion. And then you can just remove it and 
put it in an area where it can do its business.

I probably shouldn’t admit this, but my fight or flight response kicks in when I see a scorpion, and I squish it. 
Sorry about that.

Ask A Game Warden: Dangers of the Job
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Friday, August 12th, 2016

Grahame Jones, Chief of Special Operations for Texas Game Wardens, will be the first to tell you that these law 
enforcement professionals love their jobs.

It’s an incredible opportunity. Our office is outside; we get some very cool equipment: four-wheel drive vehicles 
and vessels and ATVs [all terrain vehicles] and those sorts of things.

It may sound like an enjoyable way to spend time outdoors, but there’s more to it. Much more. And radio 
listener, Mason Outzs contacted us to ask about the dangers Game Wardens face on a daily basis.

There are dangers. We’ve lost 19 game wardens in the line of duty since 1895; six of those game wardens were 
actually murdered and six of those game wardens drowned. So, we never really know what type of situation 
we’re going to come up on. We’re often working at night, alone, in very remote areas. Many times our game 
wardens are doing search and rescue and emergency response during some of the worst conditions imaginable. 
So, those are really some of the dangers that our game wardens have to deal with on a daily basis.

Grahame Jones says for Game Wardens who’ve been through traumatic experiences, they have access to 
members of the critical incident team, all of whom are trained in counseling.

Send your question to Ask a Game Warden from the contact us page at passporttotexas.org. We may answer 
it on the radio.

Ask a Game Warden: Citizens Ride Alongs

Monday, August 15th, 2016

Since the TV show Lone Star Law—which is about Texas Game Wardens—premiered in June on Animal 
Planet, interest in ride-a-longs has increased.

A ride along is when someone from the public that’s not a commissioned peace officer actually rides with a 
game warden during their patrol—either in a vessel or in a vehicle.

Listener Mason from Southeast Texas sent a question into Ask a Game Warden inquiring whether members of 
the public are permitted to tag along while they make their rounds. Chief of Special Operations for Texas Game 
Wardens, Grahame Jones, says the answer is a qualified “yes.”

What they would need to do is contact their local Game Warden; they can go to the sheriff’s office or local 
game warden office. And you can actually go to the Texas Parks and Wildlife website, and locate the find a 
game warden tab—you can actually get the phone number for your game warden that way—and then make 
contact with them. In general, the ride-a-long can take a while to get approved through the chain of command. 
So, they’re not always feasible. Ideally, we like to reserve the ride-a-long programs for college students, maybe 
an internship from a university, or someone from the media that wants a little bit closer look at what we do.

Send your question to Ask a Game Warden from the contact us page at passporttotexas.org. We may answer 
it on the radio.

Caprock Canyons Search and Rescue

Tuesday, August 16th, 2016
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Caprock Canyons State Park is 14-thousand acres of rough terrain, and elevation drops of a thousand feet. If 
you hike there, Superintendent Donald Beard says “stick to designated trails.”

We have about 28-miles of trails inside the park—which are multi-use trails. But, not all people follow the 
trails. And some bad things can happen when that takes place.

During the July Fourth weekend, a man and woman went off trail, and ventured into a remote area, where the 
woman ended up falling and breaking her leg.

So, the husband was able to use his cell phone and get assistance. We were able to dispatch—not only us—but 
several other law enforcement agencies and fire departments. Close to two dozen people. About 10 and a half 
hours of either searching, or trying to remove her from the remote location so we could get her to a helicopter.

Superintendent Beard said rescue crews could only drive so far to reach the location, after that—it was all by 
foot.

Once we got to that point when we could no longer drive, then it was about another hour or so. Hour and a half 
hike just to get to their location. That was after we found them.

By the time rescuers found the hikers, it was getting dark. How did the finally reach the injured hiker and get 
her to safety. Tune in tomorrow and find out.

Saving an Injured Hiker at Caprock Canyons

Wednesday, August 17th, 2016

Long, hot hours passed July Fourth Weekend at Caprock Canyons State Park before rescue workers located 
an injured woman hiker in a remote area of the park. Their UTVs [Utility Task Vehicle or Utility Terrain 
Vehicle] could take them only so far over the rugged terrain.

Once we could no longer drive, then it was another hour and a half hike to get tot heir location.

Park Superintendent, Donald Beard, says the woman and a male companion had strayed from designated trails. 
She fell during their hike and broke her leg. Luckily a cell signal was available, and the man called for help.

We had the DPS Troopers. They launched a helicopter from Lubbock, and were able to set down on top of the 
canyon, above her location.

As night fell, they needed accurate coordination to get her to a hospital for medical care.

Once we did locate her, it was an exercise of high angle rescue, where we had to have a crew that repelled 
down to her location, strap her into a basket, and then the rest of the crew were able to lift her up to a location. 
Then they could carry her by foot to where the helicopter was.

When I spoke to Donald Beard, it was only two days after the rescue at Caprock Canyons State Park.

When she left here, even though she had been exposed to high temperatures, and had a broken bone without 
medical attention for eight to ten hours, she was still alert, and she was coherent and doing well. So, I’m 
assuming that she’s going to be okay.

Longer Dove Season in Texas
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Thursday, August 18th, 2016

The fall hunting season gets underway with the dove season opener, which is September 1 in the north and 
central zones, and September 23 in the south zone.

Thanks to season dates adopted by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission recently, Texas dove hunters can 
look forward to the longest season in 80 years.

Although the traditional opening dates established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service remain fixed, a new 
90-day season this fall means hunters will have 20 more days of opportunity compared to previous years.

To take advantage of birds migrating into the state, the additional days are being integrated early in the season, 
as well as at the end of the season in the Special White-winged Dove Area. This will provide more wing-
shooting opportunities.

During the general season, the aggregate bag limit is 15 with no more than two white-tipped doves.

During the early two weekends in the Special White-winged Dove Area, hunting is allowed only in the 
afternoon and the daily bag limit is 15 birds, to include not more than two mourning doves and two white-tipped 
doves.

Check out the Outdoor Annual for seasons and bag limits on all game species in Texas.

TPW TV – Yoga Hike

Friday, August 19th, 2016

Tai Chi enthusiasts aren’t the only ones who exercise in the outdoors. Christopher Howell leads yoga hikes at 
McKinney Falls State Park in Austin.

What yoga hike is, is just like it sounds. I mean, we hike and we do a little yoga. The trails are so nice. We do 
the 2.8 mile Onion Creek Trail. I love how the trails are carved out. They’re easy to follow. Any age level can 
hike.

Join Howell’s Yoga Hike during a segment on the TPW TV Show on PBS the week of August 21.

So, we do a little warm up to get started. I have people get fully present. Focus on why they’re here. What they 
want to do while they’re here. Get ‘em ready to do a hike.

Both the hike and the yoga are gentle. And Howell says, both allow participants to connect with the natural 
world.

I want people to feel more connected to nature. Not to feel as though they’re something separate from nature. 
They are nature. They’re an animal. And so, doing a hike, and doing a little bit of yoga, seems to narrow that 
gap. And as we become more aware of that, we treat each other better. We treat nature better.

Find out how Christopher Howell’s yoga students end their hike, when you watch the TPW TV show on PBS 
the week of August 21. You’ll want to join them.

Expanding River Access for Anglers

Monday, August 22nd, 2016
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Looking for a serene, wilderness experience and a high-quality fishing opportunity? You can hardly do better 
than one of Texas’ scenic, wild and storied rivers—if you can access them, that is.

Land ownership issues in Texas make it challenging for anglers to be able to access rivers.

Ninety-five percent of land in our state is in private hands. Tim Birdsong is chief of habitat conservation for 
Texas Parks and wildlife.

We have some access adjacent to right-of-ways of bridge crossings. Some cities, counties and state parks have 
river access. But, in general, there is very limited access to rivers around the state.

Public land with the best access may end up in Texas’ paddling trails program.

So, these are defined launch areas for paddling in general—for [angling], birding and other sorts of wildlife 
oriented recreation that can be done in these river segments. But, even with around 70 paddling trails in the 
state, that still only provides access to a small fraction of the 191-thousand miles of river that we have in Texas.

Tomorrow: a new a public-private partnership that’s creating more river access for anglers.

Meanwhile, find paddling trail information and maps on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Landowners Key to River Access for Angling

Tuesday, August 23rd, 2016

As 95-percent of Texas land is privately owned, angler access to rivers is challenging.

Our laws are such that many of the larger rives in the state are publicly navigable, so anglers—the public—
have a right to recreate in those river segments. But, accessing those rivers is very difficult, because you have to 
cross land; often that land is under private ownership.

Tim Birdsong is chief of habitat conservation for Texas Parks and wildlife. Through leases with landowners, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife has expanded angler access along the 191-thousand miles of rivers in Texas.

The program is intended to be a win-win scenario for landowners and for anglers. If they have a property that’s 
a good fit, and really does expand bank, wade and kayak fishing in the state, and they’re interested in making 
some money off of that, then what they do is participate in this lease program. We provide some funds for a 
monthly lease payment. We also provide funding for site improvements such as trails or parking areas. If 
there’s an interest, we will support habitat improvements.

Angler access improvements in Texas are funded primarily through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program.

Find additional information about angler river access and how to get involved in the program on the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife website.

Leasing Land for Angler Access

Wednesday, August 24th, 2016
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Texas Parks and Wildlife has expanded angler access to some of the state’s 191-thousand miles of rivers 
through a lease program.

We’re trying to bring in private landowners to help be a solution to open up angler access to rivers.

Tim Birdsong is chief of habitat conservation for Texas Parks and wildlife. Landowners who participate in the 
program receive monthly lease payments and even funds for site improvements.

Such as trails, or parking areas. If there’s an interest, we support habitat improvements…addressing, 
sometimes, erosion issues, or maybe loss of vegetation along the stream bank that’s resulting in some kind of 
bank instability. So, there are a lot of things we can do at these sites to help benefit not just their general 
management of the site, but also provide for a better user experience.

Birdsong says users ought not to expect a family-friendly parklike setting.

This is more about showcasing a natural, functional, healthy river system. This is for folks that are experienced 
paddlers, and anglers that really know how to [navigate and] fish a river. Rivers are inherently dangerous and 
somewhat unforgiving. But we do want to provide an opportunity for people to experience what a natural, 
flowing river is.

Find more information about the program and river ecosystems on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Milkweed for Monarchs

Thursday, August 25th, 2016

More than seventy species of milkweed have been recorded nationwide; over half of those are native to Texas. 
Including two that are endemic.

These are species that are found nowhere else but within the Texas border. One of them is called Texas 
Milkweed, which is found in canyons in Central Texas. And then we have a species called Coastal Milkweed 
that occurs roughly from the Houston area to just north of Brownsville.

Jason Singhurst, a botanist with Texas Parks and Wildlife, says milkweeds provide sustenance to the iconic 
monarch butterfly during its migration.

So, here in Texas, we know certain species like green milkweed, antelope horns, broadleaf milkweed, and 
zizotes are some of our most abundant species that we’re seeing monarch larvae and adults visit.

Because milkweed species vary, do monarchs use each species in the same or different ways?

That’s a really good question. That’s something we’re trying to figure out in Texas. And that’s why we started 
this mapping project called Texas Milkweeds and Monarchs project—using iNaturalist. It’s an app that you can 
download on your smartphone. We’re using that project to help us identify different species of milkweeds across 
the state, and then also which species that larvae, or adult monarch butterflies are visiting.

Find a link to the Milkweeds and Monarchs project on iNaturalist at passporttotexas.org.

Find an article about milkweeds by Jason Singhurst in the August/September issue of Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Magazine.
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TPW TV – Betting on Butterflies

Friday, August 26th, 2016

A diverse array of wildlife viewing opportunities can be had in Texas. Especially in the Rio Grande Valley, 
where visitors—like David Dauphin—travel to see butterflies.

You can see more species of butterflies than anywhere else in the United States. It’s just another aspect of the 
wildlife watching that’s so fantastic in the valley.

During the week of August 28, the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV Series on PBS airs a segment called Betting 
on Butterflies, which looks at this relatively recent wildlife viewing obsession.

Butterfly field guides didn’t really start coming out until the mid-90s, I guess. And like birding, you eventually 
start checking them off a list, and that sort of thing. Butterfliers are really birders that have gone over to the 
dark side. It’s just a progression.

Many people visit the valley to add new butterfly species to their list, yet, locals, like Kay Cunningham, find joy 
in an old favorite—the monarch—during its fall migration.

It’s always a big thrill when they start coming in. This part of Texas is kind of plain. But, there is a beauty in 
this country that you have to be patient and wait for. And the monarch are one of those.

Immerse yourself in the beauty of butterflies the week of August 28 with the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV 
Series on PBS, Check your local listings.

Flowers, Boxes, and Bees. Oh My!

Monday, August 29th, 2016

Texas Parks and Wildlife developed a new protocol that addresses land management for pollinators. While the 
protocols focus on acreage, urban dwellers can still manage for these species in their backyards.

One of the biggest things that urban residents can do is simply plant more good quality flowering plants.

Michael Warriner is non-game and rare species program leader for Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says native 
plants are best, but noninvasive nonnatives are also useful. He adds that if you’re serious about helping 
pollinators—scale back your lawn.

And having more flowering plants. Also, another thing is offering nest sites. And especially with our native 
solitary bees that nest in dead wood, urban folks can put up native bee nesting blocks.

If you’re worried about putting up nesting boxes because of the close proximity it puts you to bees—don’t.

Because solitary bees don’t defend their nest sites, you don’t have to worry about these bees flying out and 
defending their nests and getting stung. Let’s say like honeybee colonies do. Or, paper wasps. You know, insects 
that are social.

By planting more flowering species in your landscape, and by hanging bee nesting boxes in your public outdoor 
spaces, you are not only providing food, shelter and breeding sites for important pollinators, you’re also 
creating a more beautiful setting for yourself. Win-win.

http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-betting-on-butterflies/
https://youtu.be/F-ccuWRQD4w
https://youtu.be/F-ccuWRQD4w
http://passporttotexas.org/flowers-boxes-and-bees-oh-my/


Encouraging Native Bees with Flower Power

Tuesday, August 30th, 2016

Fear of being swarmed by bees keeps some of us from adding flowering plants to our landscapes. Although 
native solitary bees are small in stature, that doesn’t stop us from being nervous when they’re nearby.

You know, folks have concerns about bees flying around in the yard and planting more flowers. The thing is 
that, even social bees, like honeybees, when they’re away from their nest and they’re foraging on flowers, they 
have no interest in you.

If you are allergic to bee stings, you may wish to err on the side of caution. Yet, Michael Warriner, non-game 
and rare species program leader for Texas Parks and Wildlife, says for the rest of us, embrace flower power.

If you plant more flowers, you don’t have to worry about these bees attacking you. Unless, you were to directly 
harass them. Let’s say, by grabbing them…or…something like that. But, otherwise, there’s no danger.

Pollinator populations are in decline because of habitat loss. Flowering plants help furnish food for them.

A robust population of solitary bees helps to ensure a thriving native ecosystem.

If you live in a condo or apartment, you can still help native pollinators by cultivating containers of flowering 
plants on your patio, balcony, or rooftop.

Find a list of plants for pollinators on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Archery in Schools: The Great Equalizer

Wednesday, August 31st, 2016

Archery—the original shooting sport—fell out of favor as a component of physical education in public schools 
some years ago. But, now, thanks to the National Archery in Schools program, interest in the sport is growing 
fast.

The National Archery in Schools program certifies teachers as instructors. Educators learn the program just as 
they will teach it to their students.

It’s an all day workshop to become a certified instructor. They learn with the same equipment and the same 
method.

Burnie Kessner is archery coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife.

We use international style archery. It’s bulls-eye target faces, Olympic size. We use Olympic whistle commands, 
and they learn the same way worldwide.

Kessner says while certified instructors prepare students for tournaments, the successes a child experiences 
extend beyond the bulls-eye.

So, when a kid is shooting archery, and they’re on the shooting line—they’re all the same. So, it doesn’t matter 
what kind of home they go home to after the tournament, when they’re at the tournament, they’re the same as 
everyone else. So, that’s the self-esteem building piece; it’s standardized.

http://passporttotexas.org/encouraging-native-bees-with-flower-power/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/wildscapes/ecoregions/
http://passporttotexas.org/archery-in-schools-the-great-equalizer/
http://naspschools.org/


Learn more about bringing the Archery in Schools program to your district on the Texas parks and Wildlife 
Website.

Our series receives support from the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program… working to increase 
fishing, hunting, shooting and boating opportunities in Texas.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/archery

