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Big Time Texas Hunts

Monday, October 3rd, 2016

Know what 9 bucks could get you? A chance to win a Big Time Texas Hunts package.

These are premier guided hunts for a lot of the wildlife species across the state. Everything from mule deer to 
alligators to wild hogs…and, of course, really nice whitetail deer also.

Justin Dreibelbis, director of private lands and public hunting, says hunters may put in for as many of these hunt 
packages as they wish.

They’re all premier guided hunts. It’s all inclusive: you have lodging, food, and guides that understand the 
area, terrain and animals you’ll be hunting. And a really exciting package that we have is the Texas Grand 
Slam; it’s four separate hunts for mule deer, pronghorn antelope, whitetail deer, and desert big horn sheep, 
which not many people get to hunt.

All hunt packages take place on premier ranches and WMAs, and some allow winners to bring hunting 
companions who are at least 8 years of age.

Actually, their companions get to hunt as well. However, on the Grand Slam Hunt, they have a non-hunting 
guest that can accompany them.

Entries are $9 online and $10 over the phone and at license retailers. Submit entries by October 15. Find 
complete details on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Hunting Mule Deer with Big Time Texas Hunts

Tuesday, October 4th, 2016

For years Steve Knowles of Georgetown, Texas entered Texas Parks and Wildlife’s Big Time Texas Hunts 
Drawing, without…ever…winning.

I always considered it basically a donation for all the good work that TPWD does. And that’s why I’ll continue 
to enter, despite not having a lot of success, for as long as I can get out and have the opportunity to hunt.

Then he received a call last October saying he’d won the Ultimate Mule Deer Hunt.

If I could not win the Grand Slam, then the Ultimate Mule Deer hunt was the one that I did want to win, 
because I had never really been mule deer hunting. I was pleasantly surprised.

In December, Knowles brought down a 19-point Mule Deer with a 37-inch outside spread on the Yoakum 
Dunes Wildlife Management Area; biologist Brandon Childress was his guide.
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He had spotted the deer for the first time the day before. And he said, ‘Okay, we’re going to see if we can go 
find this deer again.’ And then as soon as we drove in early in the morning, we were able to get a glass on him. 
And it took us a good two hours to get to the point where we were close enough to the deer that I could actually 
take a shot. We were our hands and knees sometimes crawling in the sand, Ducking behind sand dunes. That’s 
what makes the whole hunt fun. And that’s what I’ll remember about the hunt.

Big Time Texas Hunts offers nine premier guided hunt packages on private ranches and wildlife 
management areas in Texas. Online entries are $9. And$10 by phone and at license retail locations. Deadline to 
enter is October 15. Find all details on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Monarch Malaise

Wednesday, October 5th, 2016

Habitat loss along its migration route may be one reason the Monarch butterfly is in decline. While feeding on 
nectar, Monarchs pollinate wildflowers along their route, which benefits our ecosystem.

There are two primary ways that habitat supports pollinators.

Johnnie Smith is Texas Parks and Wildlife Conservation Education Manager.

And one is, the adult pollinators oftentimes feed on nectar of flowers. So, flowering plants that are a food 
source for the pollinator is very important. But also, is the food source that the pollinator’s larvae rely on as 
they’re growing up and becoming an adult. And so, that is just as important as the flowering plants that support 
the adults.

For Monarchs, native milkweed is an important plant. By cultivating them in our yards, along with other nectar 
and larval plants, we can all play a part in their survival.

There is no effort that is too small to be counted worthy. And there’s no spot of land that is too small to contain 
pollinator habitat. So, we really want to empower everybody—that they can make a difference. Right where you 
stand. Right where you live—you can create pollinator habitat, and help turn around this negative trend with 
the monarchs.

Tomorrow: the Pollinator Bioblitz, an event to build awareness to help all pollinators.

Texas Pollinator Bioblitz

Thursday, October 6th, 2016

Calling all citizen scientists. We want you to participate in the Texas Pollinator BioBlitz, October 7th 
through 16th.

[We have] two goals in mind: to increase awareness about pollinators, and about the habitat that they require.

Johnnie Smith is Texas Parks and Wildlife Conservation Education Manager. Pollinators include bees, 
butterflies, beetles, moths and other critters that move pollen while foraging.

If you participate in the pollinator bioblitz, you’re going to have an opportunity to observe pollinators at a site 
that you visit, like your local zoo or aquarium or nature center. And observe the pollinators that are there. Grab 
a picture of the pollinators you find, and you can post them onto Instagram. We’re asking all of the participants 
to use the hashtag #savethepollinators.
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State parks offer pollinator observation opportunities, too. And, you can also post findings, on iNaturalist.org. 
Texas Parks and Wildlife’s website, has pages dedicated to the Pollinator Bioblitz.

Where people can learn what pollinators might be in their area. Links to what might be blooming in your area 
right now—that’s hosted out of the Wildflower center—and then also, to be aware of habitat you have that 
supports pollinators. And if you don’t have habitat in or near your home, school library… We’re encouraging 
people to try and get organized in planting pollinator habitat.

The Texas Pollinator BioBlitz is October 7 through 16. Participating is as easy as stepping outside.

Cooper Lake State Park: Two Parks in One

Friday, October 7th, 2016

Midway between Dallas and Texarkana, Cooper Lake State Park is two parks in one.

We’ve got two different units. We’ve got the Doctor’s Creek unit on the north side of the Lake, and then we have 
the South Sulphur Unit on the south side of the lake.

Together, the units encompass just over 3,000 acres. Kody Waters, Complex Superintendent, says visitors enjoy 
hiking, biking and horseback riding on the trail systems found on both sides of the lake.

One of them is fairly flat at the Doctor’s Creek Unit, but then the other trail system—you have to have a little 
more experience on riding that. But, both trails are great during the fall. As we’re coming into this fall, it’s 
going to be great to be able to go on the trail and see the change in the colors on the trail.

Visitors can reserve camping sites, RV sites with water and electricity, shelters, and fully loaded cabins—some 
with lake views. Plus, there’s plenty of water recreation and fishing.

At Cooper Lake, a lot of folks will say—in the park system across the state—it’s one of the best kept little 
secrets. Cooper Lake is truly a great fishery. You’ve got the hybrid striped bass. You’ve got great catfishing, 
great crappie fishing. And largemouth bass as well. We do struggle with our lake elevation—we have over the 
years—but we’re at a great level now, and hope to be that way as we continue.

Find more information about Cooper Lake State Park as well as events at the park on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife website.

New Hunter Workshop

Monday, October 10th, 2016

When families began to migrate from rural Texas to urban Texas, they left behind some of their traditions.

There are a lot of younger folks who weren’t introduced to hunting, and they would like to hunt. So, what we’re 
trying to do is get them started from the very basics.

Bill Balboa, Matagorda County Marine Extension Agent, is collaborating with Texas Parks and Wildlife to 
offer a New Hunter Workshop on October 15 at the Nannie M. Stringfellow Wildlife Management Area in 
Brazoria County.
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So, what we’re trying to do is get them started from the very basics: where you can hunt in Texas, public lands 
access, what you need to hunt in Texas to be legal. What kind of firearms you might need to hunt certain types 
of big game. Then, we’re actually going to do some hands on field dressing and skinning and processing.

No experience required, just a desire to learn this time honored tradition of humane harvest.

There was a need for this, and Texas Parks and Wildlife Biologists agreed with me. So, that’s why we’re 
partnering to do this. And it’s going to be focused primarily on feral hogs, because they’re a nuisance. But dual 
purpose—food and eliminating the nuisance. So, that’s the gist of the whole deal.

The workshop is limited to the first 30 people. The cost is $50, which includes lunch. We have details at 
passporttotexas.org.

Learning to Hunt

Tuesday, October 11th, 2016

A growing interest in the origin of the food they eat led some people, who’ve never hunted before, to seek out 
hunting opportunities.

And so what we’re trying to do is get them started from the very basics.

Bill Balboa, of Agrilife Extension, says a New Hunter Workshop, October 15, in collaboration with Texas Parks 
and Wildlife, will introduce interested foodies to hunting basics.

There’s not going to be any hunting, but there will be some firearm safety and some target practice with some 
.22s that Texas Parks and Wildlife Hunter Ed is going to loan us. And, they’re going to have some of their 
Hunter Ed safety instructors out there to help us. But there won’t be any hunting at this point. But, people will 
be provided all the information they need to sign up for public hunts in Texas.

Minimum age to participate is nine, accompanied by an adult.

What I’m hoping is, all folks who have the desire to do the field to table experience—we’re looking for those 
new hunters that don’t have much experience—particularly with the processing with the animal. The seminar is 
going to be heavily slanted in that direction. So, we would like to get those folks out—anyone who would like to 
come out and do that. New hunters in general.

The New Hunter Workshop, October 15, is at the Nannie M. Stringfellow Wildlife Management Area in 
Brazoria County. It’s limited to 30 people. Find a link to registration information at passporttotexas.org.

TPW Mag – Hunting with a Chef

Wednesday, October 12th, 2016

Marcus Paslay, chef and owner of Clay Pigeon Food and Drink in Fort Worth, says he started hunting in Texas 
when he was around eight years old.

You know, I’d go with my Dad and my Granddad. We’d go hunt and fish. And then, you know, as I got older, 
and a little more responsible, I was allowed to hunt on my own. [laughs]

The restaurant offers a changing seasonal menu of made from scratch dishes that often include game.
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Being a hunter, and using game, it just gives you a deeper appreciation for the ingredients in its raw state. You 
become a little bit more sensitive to throwing stuff away when you’ve seen it alive. And that’s what we do at 
Clay Pigeon. You know we’re a from scratch kitchen, so we’re buying everything in its whole, raw state. So, it’s 
just one of those deals that allows us, you know, a little bit more responsibility with our food.

Reid Wittliff wrote an article for the October issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine where he invited 
Chef Paslay to bow hunt on the Solana Ranch in Central Texas.

Any time that I can go out and hunt, and we can make a deal of it, where it’s eating what we hunted the next 
day, I mean, that’s pretty cool. And to be able to put that in an article for people to hear about it pretty 
awesome. 

The October issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine is on newsstands now, and includes Chef Marcus 
Paslay’s recipes from the hunt.

A Hunter / Cook with Tips on Cooking Game

Thursday, October 13th, 2016

To coax the best flavor from deer hunters will harvest this fall, proper care from field to plate, is a must. Just 
ask Marcus Paslay [paz-LAY]. He’s chef and owner of Clay Pigeon Food & Drink in Fort Worth.

Every step of the way—the way it’s handled—drastically affects flavor. You know, in the field, it’s something 
you want to get cleaned out as soon as you can, and get it cold as soon as you can. It keeps that flavor a little 
bit more clean.

Clean and less gamey, but not without some gaminess.

It is an acquired taste. So, I think whoever’s eating it is going to have to have a sense of adventure to a certain 
extent. But there are ways to overcome it a little bit. I always like using brines. Soaking the meat in a sugar, 
citrus, salt bath overnight—or whatever it takes. That really helps out well with big game such as venison, or 
hog.

Brining is just one method Chef Paslay uses to impart flavor into game.

Another way I really love on venison is rubbing it down with coffee grounds. And the tannins in the coffee help 
break down the proteins and they also impart a pretty strong flavor themselves, which masks the gaminess of 
the meat.

TPW TV – New Season Highlights

Friday, October 14th, 2016

This month, when you tune into the new season of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Television series on PBS, 
you’ll see some changes.

It’s going to have a little different look: new open, new music, new graphics—and as always—lots of new 
segments.

Series Producer, Don Cash, says new, shorter segments within episodes will offer viewers more variety.
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We’re going to do a few less of the longer segments, and concentrate a little more on doing segments that are a 
little bit shorter—maybe three, four, five minutes. There’s just a lot of stuff that we want to put on the show. So, 
we’re going to concentrate a little bit more on doing some shorter things, and hopefully have more new 
segments than we’ve had in season’s past.

Viewers can still expect to see everything they love about the Texas outdoors on the show—and more. 
Improved, smaller cameras and micro-copters, help producers to tell stories on a more intimate scale.

These cameras allow you to get closer to things. Especially the Go-Pro cameras. You put a small camera on a 
kayak that you couldn’t do before. So, it does show a unique angle. And it allows us to really tell a story in a 
little different way.

The new season of the award-winning Texas Parks and Wildlife television series on PBS premiers the week 
of October 16. Check your local listings.

The Texas Landscape Project

Monday, October 17th, 2016

The story of Texas conservation is a rich, evolving, and interconnected tale.

John Muir said back in 1911 or so: ‘When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything 
else in the universe.’

David Todd “connects the dots” through Texas’ land, water, energy, wildlife, and people in the atlas The Texas 
Landscape Project. To do so, he dipped into a vast reservoir of existing research.

There’s a lot of what we call ‘Big Data’ out there. And that means digital information that’s on the web that 
state agencies, federal bureaucracies, academic institutions, individual researchers, citizen scientists put out 
there. And a lot of it hasn’t been mapped yet. And some of those connections haven’t been explored as much as 
they might be, or shared with the public. And so we’re trying to do that with this book.

With graphics from co-author Jonathan Ogren, readers can visualize Texas’ conservation past, present and 
future.

We try to touch on environmental issues across the state. So, if you’re an East Texas resident, you may be 
interested in the stories about the Big Thicket. If you live down on the coast, you might be interested in the 
stories of the recovery of the brown pelican or Kemps Ridley Sea Turtle. Or, if you live out in the Big Bend, you 
might be curious about the recovery of the Bighorn Mountain Sheep. So, we try to give examples of important 
conservation efforts that have happened in your corner of the state. And I’m hoping that’ll be a nice place for 
folks to enter the book and maybe start to explore what’s in there.

The Texas Landscape Project at texaslandscape.org.

License Purchases Help Feed Hungry Texans

Tuesday, October 18th, 2016

If you harvest multiple deer this season, perhaps you’d consider donating one of them to Hunters for the 
Hungry—a program of Feeding Texas.

Well, this is a wonderful program that helps us fight hunger.
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Hunters and meat processors provide more than 9 million servings of venison to Texas families annually.

Celia Cole, CEO of Feeding Texas, says this year hunters and anglers have another way to donate to Hunters for 
the Hungry when they buy their license.

So, this is an opportunity for all sportsmen, who want to give back to their communities, they don’t have to 
donate venison directly—but they can make a financial contribution when they check that box on the hunting or 
fishing license. [Now], for the first time, this program has a revenue stream to support it. So, for us, this is an 
opportunity to grow this program in a way we’ve never been able to in the past.

Celia Cole of Feeding Texas tells us how she envisions these tax deductible donations being used.

My biggest hope is that we will be able to minimize the cost to the hunter and the processor of the donation. 
Ideally, we would want them to be able to request reimbursement from us for the cost of processing the meat. 
And then, it would be zero cost to the participating hunters and processors.

Purchase hunting and fishing licenses online from the Texas Parks and Wildlife website, or from license 
retailers statewide.

2016 Halloween Hijinks in State Parks

Wednesday, October 19th, 2016

Make plans to visit state parks this month for a wide range of Halloween activities for the whole family.

On Friday, October 21, Galveston Island SP hosts a Zombie Apocalypse Hike. Rangers weave in scary fun 
with real life survival skills during an hour-long hike.

On Saturday, October 22, South Llano River SP in the Hill Country, where owls, bats, snakes and spiders take 
center stage for two-hours of show and tell with these kinda creepy, but very beneficial, critters.

Also on Saturday, October 22, Estero Llano Grande SP in the Rio Grande Valley celebrates its 10th Annual 
Spooky Science Fest. This year’s theme is Jurassic Estero; complete with a dinosaur program for the kids, as 
well as hayrides, costume contests, food vendors, and more.

And on Thursday, October 27th, it’s Halloween at the Hatchery at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in 
Athens. Local businesses and organizations will hand out candy, and the center will be decorated throughout 
with a Halloween theme.

Find details for these and other events in the calendar section of the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wild Art of Billy Hassell

Thursday, October 20th, 2016

Billy Hassell may live in Fort Worth, but this full-time artist says nature is both his muse and his subject.

I grew up in a time when there was still come open spaces and creeks. And, I got to experience a little bit of 
nature even though I grew up in a pretty urban environment. I guess my love of nature was born from those 
experiences, and I’ve been searching for that throughout the rest of my life. I’ve been seeking out opportunities 
to be out in nature and find places to inspire my work.
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Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation commissioned Billy to create a series of prints to celebrate wildlife 
habitat conservation in Texas. His first: Powderhorn Ranch, 17 thousand acres of coastal prairies and marsh 
along Matagorda Bay.

We decided on five land projects [30 prints each] around the state of Texas—Powderhorn being the jewel in the 
crown. It’s very heartening to me seeing large areas of land like this preserved for the future.

Billy is in awe of Powderhorn’s complexity.

And as I learn more and more about it, I’m fascinated by the complexities of it, and how practically every plant 
and every little creature plays a role in the overall balance of a place.

Proceeds from Billy Hassell’s lithographs help Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation keep places wild places 
wild forever. See photos of his prints, and where the prints are displayed at tpwf.org.

Hunting for Pokémon in State Parks

Friday, October 21st, 2016

When Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine art director, Nathan Adams’, tech-obsessed sons started to willingly 
spend time outdoors, he grew curious about their uncharacteristic behavior.

The kids are going outside. They’re going on long walks. And I’m like—what are we doing? ‘Oh, we’re 
catching Pokémon.’ And I was thinking the card game. But it’s this new video experience.

The Pokémon GO APP by Niantic Inc., became an overnight sensation upon its release in early July. App users 
search for Pokémon characters in “augmented reality”. This gave Adams an idea.

Because they [his sons] were doing lots of walks and lots of outdoor activities, I thought, ‘Do these exist in 
parks?’ And lo and behold they did! Hence the idea: can we tie our existing magazine app and our existing 
parks content to this new phenomena that’s bubbling through the zeitgeist of Pokémon GO?

Under his direction, Adams’ unleased two twenty-something interns on the project, and they created a new 
digital guide in the magazine’s free mobile app that offers tips and tricks for Pokémon hunting adventures in 
Texas State Parks.

And so, if you download the APP, which is free, you’ll find maps of over 25 parks—and we’re adding to it 
regularly—where you can find poke stops, poke gyms and Pokémon that have been seen or captured in that 
park.

Download the Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine Pokémon APP for free from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
website.

Pokémon Guide to State Parks

Monday, October 24th, 2016

Since adding a Pokémon Guide to the Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine APP, the publication’s art 
director, Nathan Adams and his sons, have spent a lot of time in Texas State Parks.
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So, every day when I come home, my boys who are six and 10, they want to see what’s been added to the APP–
what new parks have been added. And as they flip through the APP on my iPad or my iPhone, [they give me] a 
laundry list of ‘here’s where we have to go this weekend.’

Through augmented reality, the Pokémon GO APP by Niantic, Inc., populates the outdoors with creatures suited 
to their locales. Texas Parks and Wildlife’s guide helps to find them in Texas State Parks.

They’re tied to geographic locations. So, if there’s a lot of water in a park, for example, then more water type 
Pokémon would be there. If there’s a lot of rocks in the park, then you’d have more rock-type Pokémon. So, 
what you’d find at Hueco Tanks is going to be very different than what you’d find at McKinney Falls.

Parks can harbor some rare Pokémon, but that’s not all.

More than that, going to the park lets you encounter non-virtual creatures who are stunning and beautiful in 
their own right, and are not pixilated. My children refer to it as Pokémon IRL—or Pokémon in real life. Where 
suddenly it’s like: ‘Hey, Dad—what is that?’ And it’s caused them to look at other things. It’s caused them to be 
outside more.

Download the Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine Pokémon APP for free from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
website…and get outside.

Turkeys on the Move

Tuesday, October 25th, 2016

East Texas once had abundant wild turkey populations. Then, around the turn of the 20th century over 
harvesting by European settlers nearly wiped them out.

There were no regulations to stop them from harvesting those animals and no law enforcement out there to 
enforce the few regulations that we did have.

With new regulations in place, turkey restoration got underway. Texas Parks and Wildlife biologist, Jason 
Hardin, says decades of restocking Eastern Wild Turkey has been successful for some East Texas counties.

The early efforts began with wild trapped Eastern turkeys in 1979. Dr. Roel Lopez coined the phrase ‘super 
stocking’. He said if we put large numbers of birds on the ground—up to 70 to 80 birds—that even under the 
worst case scenario, you’d have a really good opportunity for success as long as you’re focusing on quality 
habitat.

Thirty-one turkeys from Iowa, recently released in the Angelina National Forest, brought the total number to 80 
birds. Outfitted with GPS transmitters, researchers plan to track them to determine their preferred habitat.

Essentially, we’re just going to be looking at the movement behavior. We’ll start doing vegetation sampling at 
each nest site. And then, that will go into this first years’ worth of data, and then we’ll come back and do it 
again next year.

Since 1979, more than 7,500 Eastern Turkeys have been released into 56 counties in East Texas on wildlife 
management areas, private lands and national forests.

The Wildlife Restoration program supports our series.
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Meat Processors Help Feed Hungry Texans

Wednesday, October 26th, 2016

Feeding Texas is a non-profit association that represents food banks in the state. Hunters for the Hungry is 
one of the programs it oversees.

The way it works is, we recruit meat processors to help us get venison out to the families that we serve. For 
hunters it’s an opportunity to donate back to their communities. And, for our food banks, it’s an opportunity to 
have access to a really great lean source of protein that the families that we serve really need.

Celia Cole is CEO of Feeding Texas. She says Hunters for the Hungry enjoys enthusiastic hunter participation 
among deer hunters. Yet, Cole says they need more processors.

Our greatest challenge is bringing in enough processors. So, in all of the areas where there is a lot of hunting, 
we are in need of more processors. And that is the key to making this program work.

Cole says it’s easy for processors to sign up.

We have our website and processors can go there to sign up. Really, all they need to do is enroll with us and 
show a copy of their inspection and be willing to package the meat in the packaging that we provide. So, it’s 
fairly simple for a processor to register and become involved in the program.

Tomorrow: how Hunters for the Hungry benefits processors, hunters, and the community.

The Wildlife Restoration program supports our series.

Benefits of Hunters for the Hungry

Thursday, October 27th, 2016

Texas meat processors can help feed fellow Texans by distributing hunter-donated venison to needy families 
through the Hunters for the Hungry program.

Well, this is a wonderful program that helps us both fight hunter and promote environmental stewardship.

Removing deer from the landscape each year promotes healthier habitat and deer populations. Celia Cole is 
Executive Director of Feeding Texas, which facilitates Hunters for the Hungry. She says the key to making the 
program work is an active network of processors.

We ask them to provide the processing at a minimal cost—we suggest around $40—and then the hunter makes 
that donation. So, let’s say the hunter drops off a deer, the processor will package it. And then, we provide them 
with a list of hunger relief agencies in their area. And they can either contact that agency to come pick it up, or 
they can drop it off. And, of course, they receive a tax deduction for their donation, as well.

Hunters who donate deer to the program should check with their tax preparers to see if they can claim a 
deduction as well. Meanwhile, Hunters for the Hungry encourages meat processors to join the program. Find 
more information at feedingtexas.org.

And processors can go there to sign up. We also recruit directly off of lists that we have from the health 
department. So, we will reach out and ask processors to participate.
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Hunters and processors who participate in the program are responsible for providing more than 9 million 
servings annually of venison to needy families.

TPW TV – Paragliding

Friday, October 28th, 2016

Franklin Mountains State Park is the only Park in Texas and one of the few parks in the United States that 
encourages paragliding.

So, the Franklins are a great source of what we call lift from the air coming in. And, they’re also a great source 
of thermals; two ways we get up. All here in the Franklins.

A paraglider is a lightweight, free-flying, foot-launched glider aircraft with no rigid primary structure.

It’s a soaring aircraft, which means we generally don’t have a motor; and we find air that’s going up. And we 
go up…and up…and up.

During the week of October 31, the TPW TV Show on PBS features a segment on Paragliding at the Franklin 
Mountains.

It’s a pretty obscure air sport. I think there’s are maybe 4,000, 5,000 pilots in the US. There are sites all over 
the country. And this one looks pretty awesome.

Paragliding may look intimidating, and while paragliders exercise caution, it’s usually a fairly gentle ride.

Most people think we jump off of a cliff and its life or death. You just step off and you float. You feel the wing 
flying. It’s really just floating off. It’s relaxing fun. It’s a lawn chair in the sky, and you enjoy life.

See the segment on paragliding the week of October 31 on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS. 
Check your local listings.

Ask a Game Warden – Seafood Regulations

Monday, October 31st, 2016

Is it okay to sell, barter or trade your fresh gulf catch? To find out, we asked Game Warden Brandi Reeder.

Whenever you have a recreational license, those products [you harvest] are for recreational purposes [only]. 
At the point that you conduct a sale, barter, or exchange for some sort of gain, that is now a commercial 
purpose. Therefore, you must be commercially licensed.

Reeder is Assistant Commander Fisheries Law Administrator. She says anglers may purchase licenses that 
cover commercial harvest and sale.

There are fishermen licenses, and there are dealer licenses. And so the two are a little bit different. One 
authorizes—obviously—the harvest. The other would authorize the purchase for sale, and the subsequent 
resale.

http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-paragliding/
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If your license is for recreational fishing only, and your cooler runneth over after a coastal fishing trip, invite 
folks to the house for a meal of gulf fish, or give away some of your catch. But Game Warden Reeder says 
that’s all you can do legally with a recreational license.

If they are such a successful fisherman—which I have known a few—and they would like to pursue a 
commercial market, and possibly sell, themselves, they need to do their due diligence. And, they’re always 
welcome to call Parks and Wildlife law enforcement offices in order to gain more insight and information.

We have a link on passporttotexas.org where you can find additional information.

Texas Passport November 2016

Veteran’s Day Events in State Parks

Tuesday, November 1st, 2016

Veteran’s Day is Friday November 11.

The Sunday after veteran’s Day it is free admission into Texas State parks for everybody in the state.

Aaron Friar, with Texas State Parks, says nobody pays park day use fees on Sunday, November 13.

That’s a really cool way that we’re trying to honor our veterans and our active military. The only caveat is that 
it doesn’t apply to camping fees or activity fees. But all day use fees are waived.

Battleship Texas, offers two events Saturday November 12 to honor Veterans. During the day, join the crew 
aboard ship for a day of patriotic fun! In the evening, experience a 1945 themed victory dance with live music 
on the main deck of the ship, games, food and drink. Period or military dress is welcomed, but not required.

This is for the 18 and up. But, it’s a great tour where you actually get onto the ship and you get to really learn 
about what it was like for day-to-day life for a sailor on the ship. And they’ll take you through it all; they’ll 
teach you all the card games and all the different activities that kept them busy while they were on the ship. So, 
it’s a pretty neat event.

Find a link to ticket information at passporttotexas.org.

Fall Events in State Parks 2016

Wednesday, November 2nd, 2016

Texas has more than 90 state parks, and nearly all offer year round activities for visitors. But fall is by far a 
favorite time to enjoy these natural areas.

It’s cooler weather. The fall foliage changing always brings everybody out. Everybody loves to see that.

Aaron Friar works with Texas state parks.

We do have the fall foliage hikes. Come out and they’ll take you on a hike; they’ll teach you about the different 
trees, which ones are changing, what colors you’re seeing, and what kinds of tree species change at what time

Come for the colorful foliage and stay for the family friendly holiday crafts.
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Several parks are doing different kinds of crafts events. One that I think would be really neat is at LBJ—at the 
farm, Sauer Beckmann—you know they have the traditional German family holidays. They’re having cookie 
decorating, and they’re having crafts for the tree—coming up for the Christmas holiday season—as well. So, 
that should be a really fun one in terms of arts and crafts.

No matter where you live, a state park is just a short drive away. Make plans to visit one today.

Find a comprehensive list of all fall, winter and holiday events at state parks in the calendar section of the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife website.

We record our series at the Block House in Austin, Texas.

Hunting as an Act of Conservation

Thursday, November 3rd, 2016

Hunting is not only a tradition in Texas—it is also a commitment to wildlife conservation.

Hunters started to see declines in certain game species populations and habitat. And realized if they want to 
enjoy perusing game (it doesn’t even have be for harvest), just if they want to see that perpetuated so their kids, 
and future generations can enjoy that, they realized they needed to protect it.

Alan Cain, Texas whitetail deer program leader, says in the early 20th century, hunters chose to conserve 
wildlife through taxation.

In 1937, you had the Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act – called the Pittman-Robertson Act – [signed into 
law]. Basically it’s a user pay system where the hunters said, ‘okay, we’re going to tax ourselves to help pay for 
wildlife conservation.’ And that’s been a huge success. In my opinion, that’s why North America has the best 
wildlife management conservation model in the world – because hunters pay for that.

Hunters pay with the licenses they buy, and the excise tax levied on firearms, ammunition and other equipment, 
which goes directly to fund conservation.

And then the second part of that is that hunters not only play a role in funding conservation that benefits 
everybody, but they also play a role in managing deer populations out there.

By removing deer from the landscape, they help keep habitat in balance for all wildlife.

The Wildlife Restoration Program supports our series and funds whitetail research in Texas.

Busting Myths About Bats

Friday, November 4th, 2016

Bat have been maligned for centuries.

Most people don’t know anything about them because they don’t have any interaction with them.

Fran Hutchins is with Bat Conservation International.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/lyndon-b-johnson
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People know a lot about birds, and most people aren’t afraid of birds because they see ‘em all day long. Bats 
are flying around at night when most of us are home sleeping. And unless we see ‘em around a street light or 
dipping down into somebody’s swimming poll to get a drink of water—most people don’t have any contact with 
bats. So, what they know about them is what they’ve seen on TV. And most of the time on TV—especially if it’s 
Hollywood—they’re bloodsucking monsters that are flying in and dragging someone off into the tree line and 
sucking them dry.

There are no blood sucking bats in Texas. And of the 1300 bat species worldwide, Hutchins says only three feed 
on blood.

The rest of them are insect eating bats and pollinating bats, and fruit bats that are really important to us.

Hutchins adds bats are not blind, they won’t tangle up in your hair, and they do not carry rabies.

People think all bats have rabies—and they don’t. Rabies is a virus that’s out there in the environment that 
bats, as mammals, can get as we do. They’re not carriers. If a bat gets sick with rabies, it dies.

That’s why we never handle bats that are on the ground. They could be sick. Other than that—they are 
beneficial mammals that deserve our respect.

Bat Killing Disease Flanking Texas

Monday, November 7th, 2016.

Discovered 10 years ago in upstate New York, white nose syndrome—a fungal disease that kills hibernating 
bats—traveled a predictable path.

For the previous 10 years it has spread incrementally. From New York State to the neighboring states; one step 
at a time in a very predictable way. And then, all of a sudden to have it show up in Washington State was out of 
sequence.

Jonah Evans is a mammologist with TPW. This year’s discovery in Washington State is the first recorded 
occurrence of WNS in western North America. Prior to that, researchers predicted the disease would eventually 
reach the western states by way of the Texas Panhandle.

In some ways I like to think of it as the enemy has flanked us. We had clear battle lines drawn. We knew which 
direction the enemy was advancing. And all of a sudden, it’s coming from behind us as well. It’s definitely not 
encouraging. It’s actually quite alarming in the bat and white nose research communities.

While researchers do not know for sure how the disease got to Washington, many suspect it may have been 
transported by people. So, prevention starts with cavers.

Especially people who are frequent cavers who might go from one spot to another and then travel to another 
state, and go into multiple caves. We’re really encouraging caving communities and other people going into 
caves to be really cautious and to use decontamination whenever they can.

Find a link to decontamination protocols at passporttotexas.org.

How White Nose Syndrome Kills Bats

Tuesday, November 8th, 2016
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White nose syndrome is a fungal disease that attacks hibernating bats.

So, the way that white nose hurts them and is fatal to them is by irritating their skin while they’re hibernating.

Jonah Evans is a mammologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife. A skin irritation doesn’t sound fatal, but 
expending energy reserves is.

Hibernation for a bat is a very narrow budget of energy that they’re trying to make last for many months. And 
the process of waking up, cleaning off your wings, and fidgeting around a little bit, burns off critical energy—
and the result is starvation. They’re just not able to make it through hibernation.

It seems not all bats are affected by White Nose Syndrome even if infected.

If a bat does not hibernate, it means that bat is active all winter long. Some of those stay here in the southern 
part of the state, but other ones migrate down to Mexico and Central America. And even if those bats get the 
disease, because they’re active year round, there’s hope that they’ll be constantly replenishing their calories 
and they won’t perish because of the disease.

Mexican free-tailed bats—the ones in the big caves in Texas—are migratory. Currently, Texas is White Nose 
Syndrome free. Yet, as a priority species researchers are doing what they can to understand the issue and to 
develop a management plan should it come to our state.

What are Artificial Reefs?

Wednesday, November 9th, 2016

The Gulf of Mexico has a lot going for it, except for hard substrate, which is necessary to attract marine life.

So, the little bit of hard substrate that we do have out there, we want to maintain and enhance that.

Dale Shively program leader for the artificial reef program at Texas Parks and Wildlife says they use various 
materials—from decommissioned ships and old oil platforms to construction rubble—to create substrate.

We don’t dump anything. We deploy materials. The materials that we use have been vetted, they are stable, 
complex and durable. They’re environmentally safe, and they add to the complexity of the environment that’s 
there.

Shively says it doesn’t take long before the artificial materials “come to life.”

The material immediately attracts marine organisms—especially fish. That’s one of the features. But, what we 
look for is long-term settling of organisms at that reef site. In a short period of time they will what we call ‘foul’ 
the material by growing on it. You’ll get barnacles, and crustaceans and other marine life. Once they settle and 
actually grow onto the structure that creates the basis of the food web. And from there, you develop a complex 
reef environment.

And that enhanced food web means better fishing for all.

Types of Artificial Reefs

Thursday, November 10th, 2016
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Artificial reefs created in the Gulf of Mexico provide substrate and habitat for marine life. The distance from 
shore factors into the kind of materials used for the reefs.

Well, in our program we look at the Gulf of Mexico as a whole.

Dale Shively is artificial reef program leader for Texas Parks and Wildlife

As you get near shore, you get into shallower environments; you get into more mud-type environments. As you 
travel farther off shore, you get into deeper water, clearer water, more sand-type environments. The materials 
that we use are related to whatever water depth, and the type of water that we’re working in.

Rubble may be used near shore whereas ships and oil platforms are best in deep water.

In shallower environments, we need materials that are going to fit within a certain clearance—and that 
clearance is set by the coast guard and by the US Army Corps of Engineers. So, as we travel farther offshore, 
we’ll get into larger pieces of material such as ships and oil platforms. But, we’ll typically use pre-designed 
materials such as concrete pyramids, or man-made materials such as quarry rock, concrete culverts, and things 
like that for the shallower environments.

These reefs, near shore and farther out, attract marine life and create better fishing opportunities for all.

Preparing to Release the Kraken

Friday, November 11th, 2016

The artificial reef team at Texas Parks and Wildlife works on several projects at once. Each with staggered 
timelines.

The whole process [for each] can take several years.

Program leader, Dale Shively says monies for mitigation from the Deep Water Horizon oil spill that came to 
Texas Parks and Wildlife were earmarked to establish new reefs.

One of those is an offshore, deep water ship project. We have a reef site that’s 70 miles out of Galveston in 140 
feet of water that is designed for a ship. Recently, we awarded a contract on a ship that’s currently being 
cleaned in Brownsville, Texas. One of my staff members thought it would be fun to name it The Kraken. I, for 
one, didn’t know what a Kraken was. Later I found out it was a sea monster from various movies and Greek 
Mythology.

Far from being scary, this ship will attract marine life and help to improve recreational and commercial fishing.

So, we’re hoping to have that cleaned and ready to go later this year, if we can get all the approvals in place.

For all the latest information on the artificial reef program, log onto the Texas Parks and Wildlife website and 
use the key words “artificial reef”.

Combat Holiday Calories in State Parks

Monday, November 14th, 2016
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We’re standing at the threshold of the holiday season; once we cross over, we’ll encounter sweet and savory 
goodies with which to indulge our taste buds—both at home and at work. But we can balance out excess calorie 
consumption by visiting nearby state parks and engaging in outdoor activities before those treats touch our lips.

Yes. It’s really funny you say that. A lot of our parks, that’s a part of their activities and events that they’re 
putting on. The pre-Thanksgiving hikes and paddles and biking events…just to kind of get you ready for that 
whole holiday family and fun and food and all that.

Aaron Friar is with Texas State Parks. Except for rare occasions—like fire and flood—parks never close. So 
even after the biggest feeding frenzy of the season known as Thanksgiving, Texas State Parks stand ready to 
help all of us digest.

After you’ve had a good time with the family and ate your fill, and you’re wanting to get out there and be a little 
active afterwards, we have parks that are doing hikes and some really cool events to get you out there—to get 
you a little active—after those holiday feasts, you could say.

Don’t take Thanksgiving overindulgence lying down. Find a complete list of pre and post-Thanksgiving 
activities at state parks when you log onto the calendar & events section of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
website.

Challenges for Pheasant in the Panhandle

Tuesday, November 15th, 2016

Pheasant is an introduced game species in Texas.

They were introduced up here starting probably in the 1950s. And then we did more introductions in the 60s 
and 70sto get the population boosted, because they’re such a good species to hunt.

Todd Montandon is a district biologist based in the Panhandle.

They tend to do really well around farmland. That’s one of the reasons they’ve done so well here in the 
Panhandle—because we’ve got lots of irrigated crops and grain crops.

Yet, the drought of recent years took a toll on the species.

In 2007, we saw 2002 birds on our routes, and in 2013 we saw 15. So, it was quite a decrease; and then last 
year we were back up to 210. It’s still not near what it could be or what it was, but we’re getting back.

Montandon is optimistic the Panhandle’s pheasant population will continue its upward trend if weather 
conditions remain favorable. Yet, drought isn’t the only challenge these birds face.

I don’t know if we’ll ever get back to what we were because of the changing farming practices. There’s just not 
as much good quality habitat as there used to be.

More on that tomorrow.

Farming Practices Impact Pheasant Population

Wednesday, November 16th, 2016
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Pheasant can make a good living in the Panhandle.

If they can find an area where there’s good grain crops—like wheat, sorghum, corn—and playa lakes that will 
intersect with CRP [conservation reserve program] and the grain crops. That’s really good habitat. The CRP 
and the playa lakes provide plenty of cover, and the grain crops provide an ample food source for them. And 
then the irrigated crops, you know, that will provide a good water source for them, too.

Biologist Todd Montandon surveys pheasant in fall to develop harvest recommendations, noting their numbers 
and distribution.

The change in farming practices has affected where the distribution of the birds has been. Up in the northern 
panhandle you have more grain, sorghum, corn and wheat. And then as you move further south, it shifts over to 
cotton and wheat. And it’s not as conducive to pheasant populations as it is up north.

Changes in irrigation also play a role in the species’ survival.

Back in the 70s and 80s, most of the irrigating was done with irrigation ditches into the rows. And now, it’s 
switched over to the sprinkler system. And there’s not as much water on the ground as there used to be.

Despite these setbacks, Todd Montandon is optimistic about the upcoming hunting season. Details tomorrow.

Pheasant Hunters May Expect Successful Season

Thursday, November 17th, 2016

Higher rainfall averages in the Panhandle bode well for pheasant hunters this season.

This year I had actually seen clutches in July and August. The past several years I hadn’t seen any babies at all.

Todd Montandon, a biologist based in Canyon, says the area’s seen successful hatches three years in a row. 
Even so, pheasant continue to play a game of catch up after years of drought.

The drought really, really did a number to pheasants. 2011 through probably 2013, there just weren’t good 
nesting conditions at all. There wasn’t any cover. There wasn’t any water on the landscape. Very little insect 
production. So, those nests that were successful, the chicks just didn’t make it to adulthood, because they 
couldn’t find enough food.

Despite the lower numbers of the game bird, Montandon says there are enough adults on the ground for a 
successful hunt, if you know where to go.

Typically, we’re probably going to see the best numbers around the Dalhart, Perryton, Stratford, Gruver areas. 
The Herford area also holds quite a few birds, and I’ve seen some hatchlings over there this year. And then as 
you get down around Tulia and Plainview it starts tapering off.

Pheasant season runs December 3 through January first. Based on current surveys, the recommended bag limit 
is three per day. Find more information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

TPW TV – Gobblers Go East

Friday, November 18th, 2016
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A group of 31 eastern wild turkeys recently released in the Angelina National Forest may not be from Texas, 
but they got here as fast as they could. Wildlife biologist, Jason Hardin.

Any of these birds that come into Texas from out of state, we draw blood for disease testing. We’ve been really 
lucky—we’ve had really healthy birds coming in. In addition to that, the University of Georgia is doing DNA on 
all these birds.

Each bird got banded with its own ID number, and joined a four-decades-long restocking effort.

Turkeys were historically found throughout close to 30-million acres in east Texas. So, this is part of their 
historic range. Around the turn of the 20th Century, we lost birds due to over harvest—primarily—European 
settlers coming into Texas. There were no regulations to stop them from harvesting those animals. And no law 
enforcement out there to enforce the few regulations that we did have.

With the last batch of 31, Texas Parks and Wildlife has introduced about 80 birds to the site. Now they’ll 
monitor their habitat use to determine their preferences, and to ensure their future.

From what we can tell, the birds appear to be doing pretty well. We have some of our highest populations of 
turkeys in east Texas on that site. So, we know that it can be very successful.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS airs a segment called Gobblers Go East the week of November 
20, where you can see the rest of the story. Check your local listings.

Food Week: Keeping Game from Tasting Gamey

Monday, November 21st, 2016

Do you think wild game has an off taste?

Most wild game and fish, if it’s off-tasting, is ruined between the kill and the kitchen, and not in the kitchen, 
itself.

Susan Ebert is a hunter, angler, forager and cook; she wrote the book Field to Table, a guide to growing, 
procuring, and preparing seasonal foods—including wild proteins.

As good as the recipe might be, unless people know how to care for that game from the time it’s harvested, to 
the time that they’re ready to cook with it, they’re going to be disappointed with the results.

A meal of game begins with a clean kill, proper field dressing and getting everything on ice as soon as possible. 
At home…

Venison and wild duck—I will dry age those. Maybe 48 hours. Set them over a drip pan, on a rack. And let them 
just dry age in the refrigerator uncovered, with air circulating around them.

Ebert recommends brining rabbit and feral hog; brine can be as simple as sugar and salt dissolved in water.

Let that brine for a couple of days. Then, sear it over the grill and then either move it over indirect heat or put 
in it the smoker at a low temperature…

Find a recipe from Susan Ebert’s book Field to Table at passporttotexas.org
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Food Week: Game Traditions from Mexico

Tuesday, November 22nd, 2016

Before domestication of livestock, wild game was the primary protein for humans on both side of what is now 
the US/Mexican border. In Mexico, venison was of particular importance.

Venison is especially important in a ritual sense as well as a culinary sense.

Karen Hursh Graber is senior Food Editor of the internet magazine Mexico Connect.

The word ‘venison’ in English, and the word ‘venado’ in Spanish – are both from the Latin word ‘venari’, 
which is the verb ‘to hunt.’ So, that’s pretty impressive that the word for deer is the same as the word for hunt. 
It just shows the symbolic hunting imagery of deer in both cultures.

Mexicans, unlike Americans, are more sparing in their use of venison – and all meat wild and domestic – in 
their recipes: such as Salpicon De Venado.

Instead of serving a huge hunk of meat, they’ll serve small pieces, and put it in a taco or in a stew. Salpicon is 
like a cold meat salad – it’s a venison salad. It’s dressed with herbs and spices and they serve it is tacos.

Find Karen Hursh Graber’s recipe for Cold Venison Salad at passporttotexas.org.

Food Week: A French Chef Talks Wild Game

Wednesday, November 23rd, 2016

If you watch PBS television cooking shows, you’ve probably seen this man:

My name is Jacques Pepin.

80-year-old Jacques Pepin is a classically trained French chef, author, and PBS cooking show host. He says in 
his youth, most of the meat he ate came from wild game.

We follow the season, and the season in the fall in France we have the rabbit and the pheasant and the stuff. 
You go to market and see the game hanging.

Jacques Pepin’s final PBS series is Heart & Soul. Before that, it was Essential Pepin. Like all his shows, 
Essential Pepin included a companion book and DVD that was going to include how to skin a rabbit after 
harvest.

But the skinning of the rabbit, they have removed it already so you’re not going to see it. And I knew it. They got 
berserk when they saw it. They said, “Oh my God!” Well, it’s good to get closer to Mother Nature and to 
realize where your food comes from.

It may seem gruesome, but the alternative, says Chef Pepin, is what we have now: generations of people who 
only recognize food if it’s in neatly cut pieces and wrapped in plastic.

I mean, this is pretty scary when you think of it.
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Sign up for the Hunt Texas e-newsletter on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website, and learn about hunting for 
your next meal.

Food Week: The First Thanksgiving Texas-Style

Thursday, November 24th, 2016

Spanish Explorer Coronado and his expedition celebrated the first Thanksgiving in Palo Duro Canyon in May 
1541—80 years before the Pilgrims.

And they celebrated by eating the wild game in the area: buffalo, wild fowl, and other things.

Jeff Murrah is an author and sixth generation Texan who writes extensively about Texas history.

They [Coronado’s expedition] had been traveling up into New Mexico and across Texas. When they finally 
made it to Texas, they had been in the Palo Duro Canyon area. And there had been some rough weather they 
had recently experienced. They had made it through that with the shelter of the canyon, and they wished to 
express thankfulness.

Murrah says there were 300 in the expedition and their Thanksgiving celebration took place over several days.

I like this Thanksgiving. Not only was it large, but I think it captures more the idea that many cultures 
contributed to. Because when you stick with the whole idea of the Pilgrim’s Thanksgiving, you’re either a 
Pilgrim or an Indian. But here you’ve got Indians, Spaniards, Portuguese, French, Italians, Scots, and Blacks 
in the party. You had people from many different backgrounds all coming together to give thanks.

Why do Pilgrims get all the credit for this feast day?

They did a better marketing campaign?

Happy Thanksgiving from Passport to Texas

Food Week: A British Cook Discusses Wild Game

Friday, November 25th, 2016

British food writer and judge of Food Network TV cooking competitions, Simon Mujumdar, hunts and eats 
game.

I love hunting. And hunting really speaks to the American identity, because without the first Pilgrims coming 
here and being taught how to hunt by the Native Americans, the Wampanoags, America wouldn’t exist.

Based on personal invitations, Mujumdar traveled the US exploring regional food traditions for his book Fed, 
White and Blue: Finding America with My Fork.

I did actually do a little bit of hunting in Mississippi; I went out into the delta, and it was dove hunting season. 
We did some wild hog hunting. We didn’t catch much. I say, no animals were harmed during the making of my 
book.

For Mujumdar, hunting is about putting meat on the table.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/newsletters/enews_archive.phtml#hunttexas
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I would never go hunting just for sport. But if it’s to put food on the table… And actually, during the economic 
downturn, I have friends all over the country who used hunting to fill their family’s stomachs. And again, so 
that proves it is part of the American identity.

I asked Food Network TV’s Simon Mujumdar if he would ever hunt in Texas.

Well, I go wherever I’m invited. So, if people invite me, then I’ll go. I’m not claiming to be any good. But I’m 
safe. And I love doing it. I love the companionship of hunting.

Count Birds, Help Science

Monday, November 28th, 2016

More than a hundred years ago people participated in a time-honored Christmas tradition.

People would go out and do what was called a side hunt, and the winning group would come back with the 
biggest pile of dead critters.

Most of the critters in those piles were birds. Cliff Shackelford, non-game ornithologist with Parks and Wildlife, 
says conservationists had a better idea.

Early conservationists thought that we ought to count birds and not try to collect birds.

Today we have the Christmas Bird Count, December 14th through January 5th. Volunteers, armed with a bird 
list and binoculars, head into the field on a specified day to count birds over a 24-hour period.

What people do is they get into teams, and they have a defined 15 mile radius circle that they’re counting in, 
and that circle never moves. The hope is that you would count that circle for decades and decades and over 
time you would see trends.

Everyone turns in their data to a compiler who sorts it out and sends it to researchers; they use it to assess the 
health of bird populations, and to guide conservation action.

Go to audubon.org for more information and to register.

Watch the Birdie (at the Feeder)

Tuesday, November 29th, 2016

Watch the Birdie (at the Feeder)

Tuesday, November 29th, 2016 

The Christmas Bird Count, a project of the National Audubon Society, is December 14 through January 5. 
Volunteers count birds during a 24-hour period inside defined 15-mile diameter circles throughout the state.

But there aren’t any on December 25th—you can’t compete with family time and ripping open presents.

Nongame ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford says if you’re unable to participate in a Bird Count circle, you can 
still contribute to the count as a feeder watcher.

http://passporttotexas.org/count-birds-help-science/
http://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count
http://passporttotexas.org/watch-the-birdie-at-the-feeder/
http://passporttotexas.org/watch-the-birdie-at-the-feeder/


That’s someone that just merely watches out their back window and looks at the birds coming to the feeder and 
just counting those things. It’s a really good niche for someone that’s not able to get out if it’s too cold, or 
you’re just not physically able to get out, or maybe you have a newborn at the house, These are people that 
might have their eyes open watching the feeder and can contribute.

Get in touch with your area Audubon Christmas Bird Count Compiler through the Audubon website.

Contribute to the world of citizen science all year long as a feeder watcher. Just go to feederwatch.org for 
details.

The Wildlife Restoration Program supports our series and funds diverse conservation programs in Texas.

TPW TV – ADA Hunt at Inks Lake State Park

Wednesday, November 30th, 2016

Hunting blinds aren’t typically designed for people with disabilities. Inks Lake State Park tackled that issue 
by building four hunting blinds accessible to people with physical limitations. Chris Hall is with Inks Lake State 
Park.

We have dropped the windows down to access the height and level of the wheelchair. The carpet is nonskid 
surface, very good noise dampener.

Elias Brown, a first-time hunter, and his dad Chase were among the first to try the new accessible blinds.

My son has a prosthetic leg. So, it’s more accessible to get into it. Even if you can get a person with a disability 
up into a traditional blind, it’s going to be almost impossible for them to move around. So these things are eight 
foot by eight foot, with plenty of head space.

Elias bagged a deer on his first try.

It was my first hunting trip, first shot, and he dropped. So, that was great.

Dad, Chase Brown, says the family will be back.

I have a daughter in a wheelchair and she could easily get there with me and her brother or her mom. It just 
opens up worlds.

And Inks Lake’s Chris Hall predicts more accessible blinds are in the park’s future.

With the increased popularity, the success of this year already, I don’t know exact numbers but I can assure you 
we’re going to start constructing a few more.

View a segment on Inks Lake State Park’s accessible hunting blinds the week of December 4 on the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife TV Series on PBS.

Texas Passport December 2016

Take a Walk on the Twinkly Side

Thursday, December 1st, 2016
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Thousands of twinkling lights illuminate a quarter mile walking trail this holiday season at the Monument Hill 
and Kreische Brewery State Historic Sites in LaGrange.

The trail of lights is open to the public five nights during the first part of December. That’s December third, 
ninth, tenth, sixteenth and seventeenth, from 6 pm to 8 pm. And our park is decorated with lots of lights and 
different ornaments throughout the grounds. Kreische house is open, it’s decorated for Christmas. We have 
entertainment, refreshments, and Santa Claus is there for children to tell their wishes to.

Dennis Smith is park superintendent.

[It’s] just a really pretty site here. We sit on a 200 foot bluff that overlooks the city of La Grange–and see the 
night lights of the city. It’s just a really spectacular opportunity for people to come out and enjoy a great 
Christmas celebration.

Smith says the trail of lights is the perfect family activity for the holiday season.

Every year we have comments from families that say we’ve been coming out here for the last 20 years. Families 
that come from Houston, Austin, San Antonio–just to come back to the trail of lights each year. We see more 
and more of that as we go by, and are just really glad to see these families keep coming back with more 
generations of their families to help celebrate the season.

Find complete details about the tail of lights at Monument Hill and Kreische Brewery State Historic Site 
in La Grange, including entrance fees at texasstateparks.org.

2016 Deer Season Forecast

Friday, December 2nd, 2016

Last year’s deer season was good; and this year’s season promises to be better.

The conditions have been incredible this year. We had a wet spring across the state—from El Paso to Houston 
and Amarillo to Brownsville.

White-tailed deer program leader, Alan Cain, says Texas Parks and Wildlife estimates the white-tail 
population…at about four-million animals. Yet, too many deer in one place can cause illness among them, 
including possible die off in the herd. Hunting helps to maintain a healthy balance.

We encourage hunters to take the full bag limit in those particular counties. And by doing so it helps improve 
the habitat. If they don’t want to put that meat in the freezer, they can certainly donate it to Hunters for the 
Hungry or different charitable organizations around the state.

With an excellent forecast for deer hunting this season, now is the time to get the next generation into the field.

And it’s a great opportunity to get kids outdoors; expose them to hunting. And recruit our future generation of 
wildlife managers into the state.

Download the Texas Outdoor Annual APP onto your smart phone. Before going on your hunt. It will help you 
find hunting season dates and bag limits for your county and a whole lot more. Find it on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife website.

2016 Holiday Events in Texas State Parks
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Monday, December 5th, 2016

Texas state parks pull out all the stops during the holidays.

All of our parks are doing some kind of event, or having some kind of special event for the holidays.

Aaron Friar promotes parks for Texas Parks and Wildlife. During this season, overnight campers are 
encouraged to decorate their camp sites.

Which is a lot of fun. A lot of them [State parks] are waiving campsite fees for the folks that will decorate their 
campsites. It’s just a lot of fun, because everybody can get involved. It’s like a trail of lights.

Nearby communities visit parks during December to enjoy the “light-hearted” creativity of overnight campers.

They’ll do hayrides [at some parks] and all sorts of special things with that—so it’s fun.

Imagine a hayride through your favorite park on a chilly winter evening while enjoying a festive light display 
along the way…and then ending the evening’s enjoyment with a craft activity or sweet treat.

We have a lot of cool arts and crafts activities that parks are putting on. And cookies and hot chocolate and 
wassail… I think we’re going to keep Santa pretty busy this year. He’s going to be making a lot of visits to a lot 
of our parks.

Find a list of events at texasstateparks.org/holidays; you may just discover a new family tradition for the 
holidays.

Upland Game Bird Forecast

Tuesday, December 6th, 2016

Substantial rainfall and mild summer temperatures across the state bode well for quail hunters.

Typically when you’re thinking about quail hunting in Texas, you’re thinking about south Texas and also the 
rolling plains up in north Texas and the Panhandle and things are certain looking great in both of those areas.

Robert Perez is Upland Game Program Leader at Texas Parks and Wildlife. Scale quail, in West Texas, are 
doing exceptionally well.

It’s why people come to Texas [to hunt]. And in the desert when it rains, everything turns green and blooms and 
the timing has been very good so our numbers are pretty staggering as far as what we’ve been seeing with 
scaled quail in west Texas. And we expect to see some great opportunities.

Quail isn’t the only upland game bird doing well this season. Perez says turkey hunting is on the rise.

Wild turkey hunting is a growing sport. The excitement of calling in a bird and it coming in—a big old Tom. 
They really rely on spring moisture to be successful at nesting. And, so we’re going to see a variety of ages, 
which is great for hunters because they’ll be looking for that mature bird but they’ll also be some three and four 
year old birds in there. If you had to put a number on it or qualify the season for turkey for Rio Grande Turkey 
it’s looking excellent.

Hunting in Texas is big business bringing more than three-billion dollars to the state’s economy.

http://www.texasstateparks.org/holidays
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New State Park Ornaments

Wednesday, December 7th, 2016

For those who celebrate the Christmas holiday—or who simply treasure State Parks—a new trio of Texas State 
Park ornaments is available.

It’s our fifteenth year doing the ornament, actually. We’re really excited about it this year.

Aaron Friar promotes Texas State Parks. When the tradition began, parks rolled out a single limited edition 
ornament annually that was made from gold flashed brass, and featured three parks. Now it releases three 
limited edition ornaments annually made from laser cut wood, and each features a single park.

So, this is our fifth year doing that. And we’ve selected three parks. We’re doing Dinosaur Valley, Balmorhea, 
and then we’re doing Tyler State Park.

Find details about the annual Texas State park ornaments at texasstateparks.org/holidays.

If you go to texasstateparks.org/holidays, you can find out all the information about the new ornaments. An 
individual ornament is going to be $8.95, but you can get all three for $19.95 as a package. And then, if you 
want to start adding to your collection of ornaments, there are ways to purchase past ornaments.

Find details and see what’s available at texasstateparks.org/holidays.

TPW Magazine – A Year of State Parks

Thursday, December 8th, 2016

Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine spent the past year taking us to some of the most iconic parks in the system. 
Editor, Louie Bond shares her inspiration for the year of state parks.

I think it started when I had the rare pleasure of meeting Jonathon Jarvis, who is the director of the national 
Park System. And it was right before they kicked off their big 100th anniversary of national parks. And he 
talked to me about some of the programs they were doing. And I thought, well, you know, that’s just fantastic. 
And gosh, I love our state parks so much, too, that we should feature them as well. So that was really the 
inspiration for the year of state parks.

But the inspiration did not stop there.

My other inspiration came from the fact that during my ten years at Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine—I’m 
always under the impression that the really popular parks don’t really need a lot of coverage. They’re full and 
people are waiting in line. And maybe they don’t get quite as excited about having a feature story in the 
magazine. I thought—you know what? Just for one year, I’m going to totally indulge myself, and write about 
everyone’s favorite parks. And they may be a little more crowded than usual, and I’m sorry about that. But I’m 
really glad to feature them.

Tomorrow find out which park closes out the year.

TPW Magazine’s Year of State Parks

Friday, December 9th, 2016
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Of Texas’ more than 90 State Parks, some stand out as iconic. And others not so much.

I think like Ray Roberts might not be one of those iconic parks like Enchanted Rock or Garner State Park—
even though it’s huge and a lot of people use it.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine Editor, Louie Bond says, Lake Ray Roberts State Park still made it into 
the publication’s yearlong celebration of state parks. While iconic sites got top billing, Bond says most parks 
got some love.

We tried to include everyone; we almost got them all. But, we included them in groups, like parks with great 
swimming holes, parks where you might want to take a hike, parks where you could ride a bike. And then 
grouped some parks by interest, like parks where you could take a photo of a great view—and just let people 
have a broader scope of what’s available in a state park system.

To close out 2016: one of the most iconic parks of all.

It’s Palo Duro. And, interestingly enough, as we went to press, the Washington Post ran an article on Palo 
Duro, and they said: you know, that canyon in Arizona may be larger, but Palo Duro ranks right up there with 
it.

You can read all the articles on state parks from this year online or when you download the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Magazine APP from iTunes or the Apple Store.

Holiday Gifts for the Nature Lovers on Your List

Monday, December 12th, 2016

Holiday gift giving season is upon us, and if you have nature lovers on your list—the giving is easy—and twice 
as nice.

A seventy-dollar Texas State Parks Pass is a thoughtful gift for your outdoor enthusiast. Pass holders enjoy 
twelve months of unlimited visits to more than ninety state parks and historic sites. They also get discounts on 
camping and recreational equipment rentals. Money spent on the pass supports your Texas state parks.

For thirty dollars each, you can give the drivers on your list a conservation license plate. Twenty-two dollars 
from every sale goes directly to help fund conservation efforts in Texas.

Give every outdoor lover on your list access to more than a million acres of public land—with the Limited Use 
Permit—for the ridiculously reasonable price of twelve dollars.

Permit holders receive twelve months of access to Texas’ wildlife management areas, where they can fish, hike, 
bird watch, cycle, and camp.

When you give one of these gifts, you delight the receiver, and help support state parks and conservation in 
Texas.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation supports our series and helps keep Texas wild with support of proud 
members across the state.

Monitoring for Chronic Wasting Disease
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Tuesday, December 13th, 2016

The outlook for deer season is outstanding thanks to plentiful rainfall. White-tail program leader, Alan Cain.

The rainfall that’s been very prevalent across the state this year, has also provided great vegetation for the 
mule deer and the pronghorn out there in West Texas. Hunters that are out there pursuing mule deer and 
pronghorn will have an excellent year [too].

To maintain healthy herds, biologists want hunters to help monitor deer for Chronic Wasting Disease 
[CWD]—a neurological disease that kills deer, but has no known effect on humans.

Chronic wasting disease has been a concern in Texas since 2012—since the first discovery in the trans Pecos. 
We also had a new positive discovered in the Panhandle this past hunting season 2015.

Texas Parks and Wildlife created mandatory containment and surveillance zones for Chronic Wasting Disease 
testing and rules for transporting harvested deer in parts of west Texas.

Hunters in those Chronic Wasting Disease zones that harvest a deer, are required to bring those deer to the 
check stations so our staff can pull a CWD sample. We do have another CWD zone in portions of Medina, 
Uvalde and Bandera counties; and that is a voluntary surveillance zone. So, we would appreciate all the help 
we can get from our hunters out there to bring deer in so we can monitor for CWD.

Find more information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Forecast for Duck and Geese in Texas

Wednesday, December 14th, 2016

Although waterfowl numbers are expected to be somewhat lower than last year, they’re still near record when 
compared to the long term average; the total number of ducks headed south looks promising

Conditions on the coast this year are going to be better for the ducks. What’s better for the ducks is not 
necessarily better for duck hunters. When you have dry conditions, birds are concentrated. Now there’s going 
to be good habitat conditions across the coast so everybody is going to be sharing in the wealth this year.

Dave Morrison is Small Game Program Director at Texas Parks and Wildlife. He expects an above average 
duck season with broader distribution of birds, despite a slight down turn in overall populations compared to 
last year. Having said that, the outlook for goose is should be better.

I actually had the good fortune of going to the breeding grounds this summer. We spent two weeks up there in 
Manitoba banding geese and from what I saw, it looks like goose numbers are going to be better than last year. 
We saw quite a bit of young of the year in there and so production looks like it’s going to be up. When 
production is up for geese, it means you got a bunch of young ones coming down that have not seen this game 
before, makes them more available to the hunters. So hopefully, our goose season may be a little bit better this 
year than last.

For complete waterfowl hunting information in Texas, get the Texas Outdoor Annual. Find it on the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife website.

The Drummers of the Bird World

Thursday, December 15th, 2016
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Birds use their songs as a means of communication. But there are other ways birds get their point across, too.

Woodpeckers communicate by means of drumming.

Woodpeckers are the Questlove or Ringo Star of the bird world, and know how to make a racket.

Something like this: Brrrrrrrrrr. Very loud. Rapid succession beats to an object. Usually it’s going to be wood.

Those are the country woodpeckers. The city-dwelling woodpeckers drum on different surfaces.

They [woodpeckers] found in urban areas that we have metal rooves, telephone poles, aluminum gutters… 
These things really resonate and amplifies that drum to where that bird can cover more ground when 
drumming.

What are woodpeckers communicating through their drumming? And are they damaging property doing it?

When you hear that rapid-fire brrrrrrr, he’s not hurting anything. He’s just found a spot that really resonates, 
and he’s communicating to other woodpeckers, saying: ‘Hey, I’m the male here. This is my territory.’ And he’s 
also telling females: ‘Hey, if you’re interested, I’m here, too.’

Put a little smooth jazz or Barry White in the background and you have a bird version of love line.

TPW TV – Pocket Prairies

Friday, December 16th, 2016

Less than 1% of the original 20 million acres of Texas’ tallgrass prairie remains. But restoration efforts are 
ongoing, and even small pockets of prairie have value.

Our vision for this prairie is that eventually we get back to what it was 250 years ago which would have been 
six to nine foot tall grasses mixed with forbes and other wildflowers.

Carolyn Klein teaches science at Westside High, in Houston, along with her colleague Lawrence Spence. The 
land that sustains this pocket prairie was originally destined to be a school parking lot.

Having a prairie here on campus enables us to bring students out during the school day. We don’t have to rent 
a bus. We just walk them outside and we have access to wild spaces.

In a segment airing this month on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV Series, you’ll meet Westside educators, 
students and the prairie. Counselor, Jaime Gonzales is also on the show.

I’m trying to fix a broken relationship between people and nature. I think we’re working in a hybrid world. 
Technology’s cool, but Nature—which is very ancient and a part of us—I think needs to be a part of our lives, 
too, because it keeps us grounded and healthy.

These plant communities sustain pollinators and other wildlife. The pocket prairie segment airs on the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS the week of December 18. Check your local listings.

History of the Christmas Tree in Texas

Monday, December 19th, 2016
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The custom of decorating trees for Christmas took root in German villages during the sixteenth century.

A lot of Germans, as you know, settled Texas. And they brought a tradition with them of the tabletop Christmas 
tree.

Cynthia Brandimarte is program director for Texas historic sites.

When you look at interior photographs of Texas houses, you see many tabletop Christmas trees ornamented for 
the season, particularly in German households in the late nineteenth century Texas.

Ornaments were handmade then, and small gifts often dangled from branches. Eventually, the tabletop conifer 
gave way to larger trees that became “floor models,” and the decorations sometimes mirrored the day’s events.

You saw more and more seven or eight feet trees that were placed on the floor. And because we had just ended 
the Spanish American war in victory, there was a fashion in the early part of the twentieth century to decorate 
trees with a few American flags here and there. We have photographic evidence for that.

If you celebrate Christmas, we wish you a joyous holiday. And if you do not, then it’s the perfect opportunity to 
spend time in nature, because Life’s Better Outside.

When a Bird is a Nightjar

Tuesday, December 20th, 2016

Just as purple martins and barn swallows keep insects in check during the day, birds known as nightjars eat bugs 
that take flight at night.

The graveyard shift is when these birds are active. They sleep all day, and they have super big eyes for night 
vision. And they’re looking for nocturnal insects—mainly moths.

Texas Parks and Wildlife ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford says it’s not uncommon to confuse the calls of two of 
these nighttime nibblers: the whip-poor-will and the Chuck Will’s Widow.

The essayists and naturalists of 100 years ago—they would always talk about the whip-poor-will, because they 
were up in the Northeast US where the whip-poor-will is common.  But here in the south and Texas, the 
dominant bird we have singing is the Chuck Wills Widow. So, if you hear a night bird singing on your property 
in the warmer months—that’s going to be a Chuck Will’s Widow.

That’s not to say the whip-poor-will doesn’t make an appearance in parts of Texas.

Whip-poor-wills do migrate through the eastern third of Texas—the Eastern Whip-poor-will. And that’s going 
to be a march-April thing. And they sing very briefly as they head north.

So as you dream of spring and summer, make room in your thoughts for nightjars and their melodious music.

Economics of Hunting

Wednesday, December 21st, 2016

If you haven’t been deer hunting yet, according to wildlife biologist Alan Cain, you have a good season ahead 
of you.
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Hunters can expect a great season this year. The deer population—we estimate—around four-million white-
tailed deer.

Cain is white-tail program leader for Texas Parks and Wildlife. Because of well-timed rainfall this year, habitat 
in Central and South Texas is in great shape, and sets the stage for prime white-tail hunting. Out west, that 
region’s habitat and wildlife benefited from rainfall as well.

Hunters that are out in West Texas pursuing mule deer and pronghorn will have an excellent year.

And who else will have an excellent year? The small towns whose economies depend on hunting and hunters.

Deer hunting in Texas is a thriving industry, and it brings in about two billion dollars to the state’s economy. 
And it really helps the rural towns out there where deer hunting is a big part of their everyday life.

Download the Texas Outdoor Annual APP onto your smart phone. Before going on your hunt. It will help 
you find hunting season dates and bag limits for your county and a whole lot more. Find it on the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife website.

Processing What You Hunt

Thursday, December 22nd, 2016

Chris Houston of Austin is a hunter and home cook; he butchers and processes what he harvests; but that’s not 
always been practical.

We have a decent sized [kitchen] counter space, but certainly a limited area and limited equipment.

Hunters, says Houston, go to processors because of limited workspace, equipment, and a lack experience. He 
adds processors are decent folks who provide a good service – but he still wonders what comes back to him.

Am I getting back my animal in the sausage? Am I getting all the meat that I had taken in there?

Houston taught himself to butcher and process, and excels at it now. To empower others to do the same, he 
offers a fully equipped commercial kitchen and his knowledge as Feral Kitchen, a wild food workspace.

Butchering and sausage-making tends to feel complicated. However, it can be really simplified. And so, we 
really want to pass on that education and that confidence to others. We’ve been offering some classes on 
general game butchering, and some other classes on sausage-making to kind of help people take that step in the 
learning curve to doing it themselves. And, really, to just try and simplify the entire process.

Learn more about butchering and processing wild game on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

How Early Texans Used Their Holiday Time Off

Friday, December 23rd, 2016

We have something in common with early Texans.

Christmas and the month of December—in large part—was the time when Texans gathered.
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http://passporttotexas.org/processing-what-you-hunt/
http://passporttotexas.org/how-early-texans-used-their-holiday-time-off/


Cynthia Brandimarte is program director for Texas historic sites. Unlike today when a short trip by car or plane 
will get us to our holiday destination, travel was difficult for early Texans.

And so when you traveled, you tended to stay. People had time at Christmas to do that—to travel and spend 
weeks.

Which makes the few days that most of us get off at Christmas seem like a rip off. And early Texans made good 
use of this block of time.

It was then that they celebrated not only Christmas, but other special events, and planned weddings for the 
month of December.

Since Texas was mostly rural in the 19th and early 20th Centuries, and there wasn’t a lot of farming that could 
happen in December…

It almost gave 19th Century and early 20th Century rural Texans an excuse not to work. And thus to play a bit 
more, and socialize a bit more, than they had time to do many other months of the year.

How will you spend your time off this holiday season? How about making time to enjoy the great outdoors?

We at Passport to Texas wish you a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year…

Cooking up Crappie with Tim Spice

Monday, December 26th, 2016

Crappie offer anglers an enjoyable fishing opportunity any time of year. Bring home a cooler full, because fresh 
crappie are easy to prepare and are delicious.

We’re going to show you how to take your catch from the day and fry it up and have a great meal for you and 
your family.

Tim Spice works for Texas Parks and Wildlife, and is an avid outdoor cook. In his first preparation, Tim applies 
salt and pepper to the crappie fillets, and then coats them with cornmeal.

You can do it a little thicker if you like—with an egg wash or even a little bit of milk or buttermilk. But this is 
pretty simple; you’ll get a great fish flavor just this way.

He places the fillets in hot oil and cooks them for two minutes on each side. For a lighter version, Tim rubs the 
fillets with chopped tarragon and a squeeze of lemon. He uses a cast iron griddle to cook the fish.

First off, we’re going to add a little bit of olive oil to keep them from sticking, and it adds some great flavor. 
Then we’re going to take those fillets that we put the tarragon on and put them straight on the pan.

After about two minutes on each side they are done.

You want to know how your fish are done. Take a fork, and if you can break apart the flakes, that means your 
fish is done.

Find fish and game recipes on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

http://passporttotexas.org/cooking-up-crappie-with-tim-spice/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/exptexas/programs/wildgame/


Stocking Rainbow Trout into Area Fishing Holes

Tuesday, December 27th, 2016

It’s the holiday season; what better way to celebrate than with rainbows – rainbow trout, that is.

We do winter stockings when the water temperatures permit it, to provide an opportunity for anglers to catch 
trout in Texas. It’s a species of fish that anglers wouldn’t catch otherwise, so we stock them, and we intend them 
all to be caught out during the season.

Carl Kittel (kitl) is a program director for Inland Fisheries. Thanks to good rainfall throughout most of the state, 
access to waterbodies.

This year, things are pretty well back to normal. Looks like our normal level of stocking will happen.

Kittel says the agency will stock about 150 sites around the state, distributing more than 290-thousand rainbow 
trout. The fish will be divided among the various locations, including urban neighborhood fishin’ holes.

We publish a schedule on the Texas parks and Wildlife Department web page. Look for the winter trout 
stocking link.

Carl Kittel says we stock rainbows in winter because these fish cannot survive our hot summers. So, when you 
reel one in this winter, take it home and eat it.

The Sport fish restoration program supports our series and helps to fund rainbow trout stocking in Texas…

We record our series at The Block House in Austin, Texas and Joel Block engineers our program.

Rainbow Trout: a Winter Angling Treat

Wednesday, December 28th, 2016

If you’re an angler who likes to eat what you catch, then now’s the time to reel in a rainbow trout.

We stock them at a catchable and eatable size. They are good fighting fish; they’re relatively easy to catch. We 
usually stock them in smaller bodies of water, so they’re a good fishing, catching opportunity and good eating 
opportunity as well.

Carl Kittel is a program director for Inland Fisheries, and oversees winter trout stocking in Texas, which began 
this month.

We’ve been stocking [rainbow] trout around Texas for almost 40 years. One interesting note about trout is that 
we often say there are no established populations of trout in Texas, but actually, way out west in the Davis 
Mountains there’s a small, tiny stream at high enough elevation that there is a reproducing population of 
rainbow trout.

That’s why we stock them in winter; most of Texas is too hot for the. Inland fisheries will distribute more than 
290-thousand rainbows in 150 locations.

And we have a special program; we actually stock somewhat larger trout in urban areas in our Neighborhood 
Fishin’ Program. And that’s something that you can specifically look for on our web page.

http://passporttotexas.org/stocking-rainbow-trout-into-area-fishing-holes/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/management/stocking/trout_stocking.phtml
http://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/management/stocking/trout_stocking.phtml
http://passporttotexas.org/rainbow-trout-a-winter-angling-treat/


With the winter holidays here, it’s is a great time go fishing with the kids. Find the stocking schedule on the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Sport fish restoration program supports our series and funds rainbow trout stocking in Texas…

First Day Activities in State Parks

Thursday, December 29th, 2016

As another New Year draws near, we make resolutions to do better and to be better. Increasing our physical 
activity rates high for most of us. Texas State Parks are stepping up to help you reach your goals with First Day 
Hikes and other outdoor fun beginning Day One.

That’s right. New year new goals.

That’s Aaron Friar with Texas State Parks.

We have a lot of cool first day hikes, where folks can come out on New year’s Day… on the trails…or we even 
have biking seminars…or even paddling events. Our parks really embrace the whole New year, new you, new 
goals and getting people out using the parks. If you’re doing something that’s fun, and you enjoy it—you forget 
about the work side of it. So, I think when you’re out in the parks and you’re being active, you enjoy it a lot 
more, and are more inclined to do it again—and make it a habit. If you go to www.texasstateparks.org, we have 
an events page; our parks are constantly posting events on that page. And our first day hikes [and other first 
day activities] will definitely be on there. The parks really embrace it and have a lot of fun with it.

Find all first day activities at www.texasstateparks.org.

We record our series at The Block House and Joel Block engineers our program.

TPW TV – Bat Monitoring

Friday, December 30th, 2016

Texas is home to 33 of the world’s more than 13-hundred bat species. Bats devour tons of agricultural insect 
pests, pollinate crops and native plants, and bring tourists to Texas.

We have the largest congregations of bats in the entire world. People travel all over the world to see Bracken 
Bat Cave, Old Tunnel State Park, Congress Street Bridge. It’s a wildlife phenomenon

But Jonah Evans, Texas Parks and Wildlife mammologist, says Texas bats face a serious threat: White Nose 
Syndrome, a fungal disease fatal to hibernating bats, discovered 10 years ago in the Northeast.

It’s right at our border. And during that time, it has killed an estimated 6-million bats. Which, in some states, 
amounts to a very high percentage of all the bats in their states.

Evans and other bat conservators discuss the problem of white nose syndrome next week on the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife TV series on PBS.

At this point, all we can do is monitor closely, learn what we can, and be prepared if an opportunity to apply 
some kind of treatment arises. There is currently no way to stop the spread of White Nose Syndrome. However, 
there are many smart people working really hard on trying to find ways of doing just that.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/management/stocking/trout_stocking.phtml
http://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/management/stocking/trout_stocking.phtml
http://passporttotexas.org/first-day-activities-in-state-parks/
http://www.texasstateparks.org
http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-bat-monitoring/


Watch this highly informative segment on Bat Monitoring in Texas on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series 
on PBS the week of January 1, 2017. Check your local listings.


