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Texas State Parks Official Guide

Tuesday, March 1st, 2016

Most of us are within an hour’s drive of a state park. And when you download the new app for the Texas State 
Parks Official Guide to your phone or device, your next park getaway is within your reach.

It will allow them to do what we call a ‘filtered search’ to find the perfect park for them that they’d like to 
explore. And we’re hoping that not only will it make people more inclined to discover more parks, but really 
bring some younger people and more diverse people to the parks. It’s a really exciting resource that we’re now 
able to offer. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife marketing director Darcy Bontempo says not knowing which parks are nearby, or 
what activities and amenities are available, may keep some folks from visiting parks. The app can change that.

This is just going to remove those obstacles and make them feel like they’re the expert on state parks. They can 
get that information easily and quickly. They can even look at videos of the park. Photos of the park… I think 
what’s going to be exciting is for people to almost customize the park experience. And that can change. In fall 
you might want to go hiking, and in summer, you might want to go swimming. It just puts the power right there 
in your hand in terms of you figuring out where you want to go.

Using the new app—which is available for apple and android devices—you can even create a “favorites list” of 
parks you’ve visited or want to visit.

We’re all about making it as easy as possible for people to get to parks and enjoy parks.

Download the Texas State Parks Official Guide at texasstateparks.org/app

Spring Break: Kayaking

Wednesday, March 2nd, 2016

Looking for a fun outdoor activity you can do solo or with friends this spring break? James Graham says 
traveling aboard a kayak is the ultimate means of individual navigation.

It’s what we call people power… it’s a way to experience waters that are less crowded, that are more pristine.

The Houston kayaking instructor teaches folks the finer points of paddling. Since these boats don’t use motors 
to move, they can access more places than …say… a powerboat…

And that’s one of the things fishermen are really appreciating now…they can get up into some very, very 
shallow water…the fish aren’t used to people in those areas and you can really enjoy of lot of Texas this way

He says there is a perception that kayaks are dangerous because people see them going over white water rapids 
on TV…

Well white water is only a small part of the sport…in fact kayaks are more stable than canoes because you are 
sitting lower in the water, the center of gravity is lower, your balance is better.

http://passporttotexas.org/texas-state-parks-official-guide/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/apps/
http://passporttotexas.org/spring-break-kayaking/


Learn more about kayaking and canoeing on the Texas Parks and Wildlife web site.

We record our series at The Block House in Austin, Texas, and Joel Block engineers our program.

That’s our show for today…the Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series and works to increase 
fishing and boating opportunities in Texas.

Spring Break: Best Footwear for Hiking

Thursday, March 3rd, 2016

If your spring break includes hiking along trails, you’ll need something sturdier and safer than flip flops to 
protect and support your feet and ankles.

A light hiking shoe may suffice if trekking along a smooth, well maintained trail. They’re a more robust version 
of a running shoe, with good support and a flexible mid sole for comfort.

For more support, try hiking boots. These can be mid or high cut and take time to break in. Both the low and 
high cuts wrap around the ankle. Overall, wear this foot gear on day hikes when carrying light loads. If you 
commonly carry 40 pounds or more when hiking, a high cut boot will give you the best support.

The next boot in the lineup is the backpacking boot. They get two thumbs up when it comes to support and 
durability. They generally have a stiff mid sole and may be mid to high cut to help prevent ankle roll when 
carrying heavier loads.

The sturdiest boot on the market is the mountaineering boot. This is outdoor footwear at its toughest. They’re 
heavier boots made to help you carry heavier loads. They’re also able to accommodate crampons should you 
find yourself scuttling up a glacier.

Spring Break: Wildlife Trail Maps & Migration

Friday, March 4th, 2016

Beginning in February and continuing through May, birders watch the sky for spring migrants.

Texas is unique in that it has a great funnel of flyways. Spring migration is a great time to go and experience all 
the different birds that come through Texas.

Liz Tomberlin works in Nature Tourism at Texas Parks and Wildlife. From casual birders to listers, these maps 
have something for everyone! There are well-known sites such as High Island as well as lesser-known local 
gems and private ranches. To find the road less traveled—grab a Wildlife Trail map.

And what our Wildlife Trail maps do is give them more of an individual experience and give them places that 
might be hidden gems in the community where they can go and avoid the crowds and see all the birds in a 
different spot that’s not so well known.

Which of the nine illustrated maps would Liz suggest?

Definitely upper Texas coast, central Texas Coast, and Lower Texas Coast, are some of the best places to see 
the spring migrants. Will these maps also tell people what birds to look out for? Yes, it does! Each site 
description tells you different times when you can see these birds, what you can expect to see at the site, and 
where to go to actually view them. It’s a great tool to have if you want to come and see the spring migration.

https://youtu.be/iw5MEKxNiJE
http://passporttotexas.org/spring-break-best-footwear-for-hiking/
http://passporttotexas.org/spring-break-wildlife-trail-maps-migration/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/how-to-purchase.phtml


Download free digital versions of the maps from the Texas Parks and Wildlife website; hard copies may be 
purchased. Find information at the TPW website.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation

Monday, March 7th, 2016

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation is the official non-profit partner of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department.

And we fund transformational projects to benefit the people of Texas.

Anne (Annie) Brown is executive director of the foundation, which works to ensure the continued vitality of 
Texas lands, waters, and wildlife for the benefit of all Texans. She invites interested persons to consider 
membership in the foundation.

It’s really a way for individuals to help conserve Texas wild things and wild places for generations to come. All 
of the funds that are raised in our membership program go into special projects.

Special requests from parks, such as for bird blinds, or youth hunting programs, and neighborhood fishing 
opportunities are just a few of the projects membership helps to fund.

So this is really funding that is made available for special projects that benefit the land, water and wildlife in 
Texas.

Find out how to become a member when you log onto the Texas parks and Wildlife foundation website at 
tpwf.org.

We try to make it easy. We have two levels.

Membership has its privileges. That’s tomorrow.

Membership Has its Privileges

Tuesday, March 8th, 2016

Volunteers are vital to the work of Texas Parks and Wildlife. If you don’t have time to volunteer but still want 
to help, there’s always membership in the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation is the official non-profit partner of Texas parks and Wildlife. And we fund 
transformational projects that benefit the people of Texas.

Anne (Annie) Brown is executive director of the foundation; membership dues help fund conservation of 
Texas’ wild things and places, for generations to come.

We have two levels. We have a hundred dollar level, and that’s for individual/family. And then we have a forty-
five dollar level. And the difference between those is the hundred dollar level, you receive a subscription to 
Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine, and at the forty-five dollar level you do not.

Supporters receive members-only communication, special invitations, and updates about Texas parks and 
Wildlife from Director, Carter Smith. The best benefit is the diverse projects members help to fund.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/
http://passporttotexas.org/texas-parks-and-wildlife-foundation/
http://passporttotexas.org/membership-has-its-privileges/


So, Powderhorn Ranch is one of our largest initiatives, and that will hopefully be complete in March of this 
year. That was a 49-million dollar acquisition. Our pronghorn restoration project in West Texas—trans-
relocating pronghorns to their natural area in West Texas. Our Guadalupe Bass program that we do in Central 
Texas with the department on Central Texas rivers, restocking native Guadalupe Bass to those rivers….

Find information on becoming a Texas parks and Wildlife Foundation member at tpwf.org.

Turkey at the Matador

Wednesday, March 9th, 2016

Seven miles north of Paducah… in the Texas Panhandle… the Matador Wildlife Management Area offers 
about 28-thousand acres of rolling grasslands.

Former assistant area manager, Bill Adams, said it’s open to the public.

It’s open throughout the year for hiking, bird watching, nature tours, horseback riding… We have 76-miles of 
road on the area, and it will take you through a diversity of landscapes.

The site is off limits to the casual visitor only a few times a year.

We have a few hunts during the year that it’s closed. And those are our gun hunts for feral hogs, and deer and 
also for our spring turkey hunts. 

Adams says turkey hunting is strictly regulated on the Matador.

We’ve got three good roosting sites for those turkeys, but they’re range is limited to those roost sites. We have 
to regulate the number of hunters we allow to take those Toms. We also have to consider natural mortality of 
the turkey population in the area. We want to be careful with what we harvest. Regulating that harvest is a way 
we can provide for public hunting but also provide for betterment of the turkey population on the Matador.

That’s our show… made possible in part by the Wildlife Restoration Program… helping to fund the operations 
and management of more than 50 wildlife management areas.

Rio Grande Turkeys

Thursday, March 10th, 2016

Everything’s big in Texas – including the Rio Grande turkey population.

The Rio Grande is really a neat bird from a Texas standpoint, because Texas has, by far, most of the Rio 
Grandes in the country. There are Rio Grande turkey populations in Okalahoma and Kansas as well, but 
they’re very small compared to the Texas population.

Former upland game bird specialist T. Wayne Schwertner currently serves as Assistant Professor of Wildlife, 
Sustainability, and Ecosystem Sciences at Tarlton State University.

So, the Rio Grande turkey is a uniquely Texas bird. It’s adapted to the arid conditions of the western part of the 
state, to the brush lands and prairies. Versus the eastern turkey which is much more adapted to the forests of 
east Texas and the east United States.

http://www.tpwf.org/
http://passporttotexas.org/turkey-at-the-matador/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/hunt/wma/find_a_wma/list/?id=15
http://passporttotexas.org/rio-grande-turkeys/


Spring Rio Grande season varies by zone, with the South Zone kicking off March 19 and the North April 2. 
Hunters will find the bulk of the birds west of I-35.

The Rio Grandes occupy the central half of the state, from about I-35 to the Pecos River, and all the way from 
the Panhandle down to the Rio Grande Valley.

TPW TV: Hueco Tanks

Friday, March 11th, 2016

Hueco Tanks, about 30 miles east of El Paso, is one of the most important pictograph sites in the Southwest, 
with the largest collection of painted faces in North America.

There really is no other place like Hueco Tanks, in terms of the nature and the number of the pictograph 
images. And for a tiny place of only eight hundred and sixty acres there’s just an amazing number of separate 
pictograph sites.

We visit the park next week during a segment of the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS.

This mask that we sometimes call starry eyed man has been staring out of his little niche in the rocks for 
between six hundred and eighteen hundred years. Um, it’s amazing that it’s in such good condition.

Vandals damaged several paintings with graffiti. During the TV segment, we watch as scientists, use high tech 
devices to restore the pictographs.

This is pre-Colombian, and the graffiti is about fifty years old. We’re using infrared light, and it’s the similar 
technology that’s used in tattoo removal to take tattoos off, so you can be very precise with the laser. The work 
is going really well, it’s really difficult for me to stop because it’s really exciting!

Check out the segment about Hueco Tanks next week on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV Series on PBS. 
Check your local listings.

The Forgotten City Beneath a Lake

Monday, March 14th, 2016

In 1832, Dr. Francis F. Wells—a member of Stephen F. Austin’s Old 300—founded a town along a bend of the 
Navidad River, which eventually became known as Texana.

This was the western most settlement of Austin.

Cindy Baker served as an interpretive ranger at the former Lake Texana State Park. Texana was a thriving 
community; it was in a good location, had abundant natural resources, and a shallow water port. It could have 
been great if not for short-sighted decisions by its founding father.

Two brothers showed up and offered for 100-thousand dollars to buy the town. Mr. Wells said, ‘No. We want 
200-thousand. We love our town.’ And the two brothers—wanted to build a deep water port—so they went east, 
they found the Buffalo Bayou, they dug their deep water port, and they called it Houston.

And, in 1883 the New York, Texas and Mexican Railway bypassed the settlement.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/regs/animals/turkey
http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-hueco-tanks/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/hueco-tanks
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/
http://passporttotexas.org/the-forgotten-city-beneath-a-lake/


A man named Telferner came through and said, ‘For 30-thousand dollars, I’d like to put my railroad stop here 
in your town.’ And they said, ‘A railroad? We have a port. We don’t want your dirty old railroad.’ He moved 
seven miles north, and he named that stop after his daughter Edna. Within two years, everyone picked up and 
moved to Edna.

Texana became a ghost town, which today rests at the bottom of Lake Texana, created in 1979 when the 
Lavaca-Navidad River Authority built a damn on the Navidad River.

White Bass Run = Fishing Fun

Tuesday, March 15th, 2016

In December and January, while we’re busy with the holidays and staying warm indoors, white bass begin to 
congregate where rivers and reservoirs meet.

And those fish are getting ready for those environmental cues to happen so they can actually all start migrating 
and running up river.

Environmental cues like changes in temperature and water flows. Marcos De Jesus is a fisheries biologist. 
When the time is right, white bass move up river to spawn.

Some of them go up pretty far – as far as they can swim to complete their spawning run. So, they become 
congregated and create excitement for the anglers, because once they’re congregated they’re really fun to 
catch.

East and Central Texas offer many white bass fishing opportunities. De Jesus says while they’re active year 
round, springtime runs practically set up anglers for success.

As we get into the springtime, they congregate towards the mouth of the river waiting for those cues. Right 
when they’re at the mouth of the river, they’re easy to catch. But, the easiest time to catch them is when they’re 
running up river spawning in those shallow waters, because you can actually catch them from the bank. Do 
these fish give you a good fight? Definitely. They’re very great fighters. They become aggressive, and they take 
on many types of lures and live bait. Once they hook on – they’ll fight pretty hard.

Find out when and where white bass are biting when you log onto the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Texas Master Naturalists

Wednesday, March 16th, 2016

They say you never forget your first love. For writer Sheryl Smith Rogers, her first love had eight legs.

Spiders are my first love, and from there I grew into plants and animals.

Eager to fully understand the natural world around her, Smith Rogers completed Texas Master Naturalist 
training.

I’m with the Highland lakes chapter, which is based out of Burnet. So you learn about your own ecosystems in 
your region. I’m learning about the plants that are indigenous to this area. Whereas, if you live on the coast, 
you’ll be learning about those kinds of plants. So, we’re all learning what’s important to our
area.

http://passporttotexas.org/white-bass-run-fishing-fun/
http://passporttotexas.org/texas-master-naturalists/


Trainees learn about living things in their ecosystem, as well as their region’s geology, hydrology and more. 
After receiving certification, Smith Rogers says Master Naturalists volunteer in their communities where 
needed.

Volunteers go to ranches and survey the plant species, and they offer land management advice. In a city, 
volunteers might go into a city park and create a butterfly garden. For instance, here in Blanco – at Blanco 
State Park – the Master Naturalists help put on program every May for third graders. They do so
many different things [laughs].

Find details on becoming a master Naturalist on the Texas parks and Wildlife Website.

Become a Partner with Nature

Thursday, March 17th, 2016

When you’re a certified Texas Master Naturalist you learn to understand the natural world and share it with 
others. Writer, Sheryl Smith Rogers, says increasing public awareness about the nature benefits everyone.

You know, our state’s undergoing so much growth, and we’re losing so much of our natural ecosystems to 
subdivisions and shopping centers. People like master naturalists who have more of an awareness of how 
important those elements are to our overall lifestyle, they’re going to share what they know with others and just 
raise awareness that we need to protect these areas.

Master Naturalists undergo weeks of training, says Smith Rogers, who, herself, is a certified Master Naturalist.

The classes cover geology, native grasses… Last spring I took my training from March into May. We went to 
different places. You don’t just sit in a classroom. You have field outings; you go out and actually look at the 
native grasses. We went to Jacob’s Well near Wimberley and talked about hydrology. You just cover a whole lot 
of different topics.

Once certified, citizens volunteer in their communities. There are more than 40 chapters statewide. Find more 
information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wonder of Wildflowers

Friday, March 18th, 2016

Texas roadsides will be awash in colorful wildflowers soon. Dr. Damon Waitt, former senior botanist at the 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, and current Director at the North Carolina Botanical Garden, says these 
and other native plants have a place in the built landscape as well as nature’s landscape.

Natives provide really important ecosystem services for local wildlife, pollinators. They filter storm water and 
rainwater, so they provide all these services to the ecosystem, and they can provide similar services in the built 
landscape, and reduce things like water use, pesticide use and fertilizer use. In addition, they have the aesthetic 
qualities that we want people to learn to appreciate, so they’re not looking for that next exotic ornamental—that 
they ‘re more interested in finding that next native plant that looks great and functions perfectly in their 
environment. There are a lot of people who might look at wildflowers and native plants and say, gosh, how do 
those fit into my idea of a formal landscape. That’s something we’re really trying to fight—that concept that if 
you’re a native plant enthusiast, then your yard must look wild and unkempt. At the wildflower center, we model 
different design styles using native plants, and you can use native plants in very high designs and very formal 
designs if that’s the look you’re going for.

http://passporttotexas.org/become-a-partner-with-nature/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/master_naturalist/
http://passporttotexas.org/the-wonder-of-wildflowers/


Find plants that are right for you at wildflower.org.

Citizen Scientists Take Biological Inventories

Monday, March 21st, 2016

With the help of biological inventory teams of citizen scientists, Texas Parks and Wildlife monitors plants… 
herps…

Which are the amphibians and reptiles…

…birds and invertebrates…

…and that would mainly be: butterflies, dragonflies, beetles, bumblebees and such….

…in Texas’ 8 wildlife districts; Biologist Marsha May oversees the program. She says she’s recruiting experts 
statewide to join these monitoring teams.

Mostly, we’re looking at hobbyists; people who have joined herp societies. They know their herps. As well as 
birders. There’re people involved in Audubon Society that know their birds. So those are the types of people [as 
well as those with expertise in native plants and invertebrates] that we’re looking for, for these projects.

These biological inventory teams will monitor species on private land.

So, my plan is to start with organizing teams throughout the state. And once we get good, solid teams in place, 
then we’re going to go out there and open it up to the landowners, and let them know that these teams are 
available to come and do surveys on their property.

Knowing what’s on the land helps landowners become better stewards. Find out how to volunteer when you log 
visit the Nature Trackers page on the TPW website.

Volunteer to Count Critters

Tuesday, March 22nd, 2016

Texas Parks and Wildlife is recruiting citizen experts to volunteer for biological inventory teams to monitor 
four species groups on private lands.

We’re wanting to put together teams of experts throughout the state to work within each wildlife district to 
monitor four groups of species: one for herps, one for plants, one for invertebrates and then, also, one for birds.

Biologist and program coordinator, Marsha May, says the data Biological Inventory Teams collect will become 
part of the Texas Natural Diversity Database.

That database includes information on rare species throughout the state—their locations—and that information 
is used by various entities. Well, that database has a lot of holes; we’re hoping to fill in a lot of those holes with 
information collected by these volunteers.

Anyone with expertise with the previously mentioned species groups may volunteer. Individuals will participate 
in an orientation, and may choose the counties they wish to work.

http://passporttotexas.org/citizen-scientists-take-biological-inventories/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/inventory_team/
http://passporttotexas.org/volunteer-to-count-critters/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/inventory_team/


We would have a training to give them information on what is expected, what type of monitoring that would be 
required. The protocol involved each group of species.

Find complete details on volunteering for biological inventory teams on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website 
under Texas Nature Trackers.

Texas State Parks Official Guide

Wednesday, March 23rd, 2016

Most of us are within an hour’s drive of a state park. And when you download the new app for the Texas State 
Parks Official Guide to your phone or device, your next park getaway is within your reach.

17— It will allow them to do what we call a ‘filtered search’ to find the perfect park for them that they’d like to 
explore. And we’re hoping that not only will it make people more inclined to discover more parks, but really 
bring some younger people and more diverse people to the parks. It’s a really exciting resource that we’re now 
able to offer.

Texas Parks and Wildlife marketing director Darcy Bontempo says not knowing which parks are nearby, or 
what activities and amenities are available, may keep some folks from visiting parks. The app can change that.

15— This is just going to remove those obstacles and make them feel like they’re the expert on state parks. They 
can get that information easily and quickly. They can even look at videos of the park. Photos of the park… I 
think what’s going to be exciting is for people to almost customize the park experience. And that can change. In 
fall you might want to go hiking, and in summer, you might want to go swimming. It just puts the power right 
there in your hand in terms of you figuring out where you want to go.

Using the new app—which is available for apple and android devices—you can even create a “favorites list” of 
parks you’ve visited or want to visit.

07—We’re all about making it as easy as possible for people to get to parks and enjoy parks.

Download the Texas State Parks Official Guide at texasstateparks.org/app

The Birding Classic is Back for Year 20

Thursday, March 24th, 2016

Calling all twitchers, listers and dudes…The 20th Annual Great Texas Birding Classic invites you to form a 
team to watch birds.

 It’s a really great win-win, where people are able to go birding with their friends or family. And then they’re 
raising money for a really great cause: conservation right here in the state of Texas.

Shelly Plante, nature tourism manager, says teams go into the field and ID bird species from a checklist over the 
course of a few hours or even a few days. Tournament winners determine which avian habitat conservation 
projects receive preservation and restoration grants.

And the more habitat we’re able to preserve here in the state, the more birding opportunities there are going to 
be for birders.

http://passporttotexas.org/texas-state-parks-official-guide-2/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/app/
http://passporttotexas.org/the-birding-classic-is-back-for-year-20/
http://www.birdingclassic.org


Birders of all ages and skill levels that register at birdingclassic.org by the April first deadline may participate in 
this statewide series of tournaments.

Go online. Fill out your registration form. Pay online. And then you’re ready to go. Everything I do is through 
email: I’m going to email you updates; I’m going to email you how to submit your checklists to be in the 
running for the prizes; I’m going to let you know who won, where the award ceremonies are. So, it’s all done 
online to save on costs so as much of this money goes to habitat conservation as possible. 

Celebrate 20 years of great birding with The Great Texas Birding Classic, April 15 through May 15, is for 
beginners and advanced birders.

TPW TV: Buffalo Soldiers

Friday, March 25th, 2016

After graduating from college, but before entering the working world, Devonte Hill—who has a passion for 
storytelling—volunteered with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Buffalo Soldier program.

 I was a Texas state parks youth ambassador and got turned on to the Buffalo Soldiers program. I’m always 
open to new experiences.

Buffalo Soldiers entered Texas history in 1866; these African American men assisted and protected settlement 
as it moved westward. Texas parks and Wildlife developed the Buffalo Soldier program to preserve that history. 
As a volunteer, Devonte wore a soldier’s uniform to help bring history to life for grade school students.

 I don’t have too much experience with kids besides my cousins; so it will be interesting dealing with the little 
people. [laughs]

The program uses the Buffalo Soldier’s rich heritage and history to connect urban audiences to the outdoors. 
This is important because, as Devonte points out…

When you see things on TV about outdoors and things like that, all you really see is a certain type of 
demographic. And so you kind of get raised thinking those things are not for me.

Devonte Hill has gone on to a job in television, and says his work with the Buffalo Soldiers was life changing.

Hopefully this is the first step to me continuing my training and practice at being a storyteller. And this is part 
of my story.

See a segment with Devonte Hill and other Buffalo Soldier volunteers next week on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife TV series on PBS.

Texas Nature Trackers Amphibian Watch

Monday, March 28th, 2016

Texas Amphibian Watch is a statewide volunteer program in which citizen scientists monitor frogs and toads 
to help prevent the extinction of species currently in decline. Here are some ways you can help:

There are different levels of monitoring. The easiest of which is whenever you see an amphibian, you write 
down the time of day, the weather, the rough location, and then once a year you send that in to Parks and 
Wildlife and they’ll add that into one database. 

http://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-buffalo-soldiers-2/
https://youtu.be/QQabf2GcT1s
https://youtu.be/QQabf2GcT1s
http://passporttotexas.org/texas-nature-trackers-amphibian-watch/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/amphibian_watch/


Scott Kiester is a Texas Amphibian Watch volunteer.

There’s a program called ‘Adopt a [Frog] Pond,’ where you agree to go and listen and record the species you 
hear at a specific location. [start sfx] Once a month, sometimes more often than that, I’ll take 15 minutes and 
go out in the evening and listen to who’s out in the neighborhood croaking away. Frogs are a lot more active 
and do a lot more calling in that period of time after a rain, particularly if you can do it the day after a rain or 
if you get a rain in the afternoon go out and do it that evening. They just croak away.

Hop over to the calendar section of the Texas Parks & Wildlife website where you can find upcoming 
Amphibian Watch workshops.

Getting to Know Native Amphibians

Tuesday, March 29th, 2016

Did you know Texas is home more than 40 different frog species, and other myriad other amphibians?

Scott Kiester, Texas Amphibian Watch volunteer, says you don’t have to travel far to find a frog or toad. In fact, 
he says they may be closer than you think.

The Gulf Coast Toad you’ll find anywhere where he’s got a moist place he can hide in the daytime and come 
out at night and hunt bugs. The Rio Grande Chirping Frog is endemic to the southern valley. They’re about as 
big as the joint on your little finger and they hang out in plants. They like particularly Bromeliads.

Not only can we identify these creatures by their habitats, we can also identify them by their distinct calls.

Different frogs and toads call at different times of the year. There are some that are year-round: the Bullfrog, 
[bullfrog sfx] the Southern Leopard Frog, and the Northern Cricket Frog. They may not breed year-round, but 
you can hear them. There are other species, like the Spring Peeper, [spring peeper sfx] and the Upland and 
Spotted Chorus Frogs; you will only hear when the weather is cool. Their idea of a perfect day is fifties and 
rainy. Frogs mostly call to attract mates. In fact, only really male frogs call.

If you’re interested in the education and conservation of indigenous amphibians, consider becoming a Texas 
Amphibian Watch volunteer. Find details on the Texas Parks & Wildlife website.

Hikes After Dark

Wednesday, March 30th, 2016

This is Passport to Texas

Don’t let the dark keep you indoors. With a flashlight, a friend, and a little daring, a night hike in a state park 
can be exhilarating.

One thing that’s really kind of fun, too, is to not use your flashlight.

When we spoke, Kelley Lauderdale was an interpretive specialist at Ray Roberts Lake State Park north of 
Denton.

If you let your eyes adjust to the dark and the moonlight, you’d be surprised at how well you can actually see. 
And sometimes when you do it that way, it really reveals a whole new wilderness. You see a lot more than when 
you get this tunnel vision with the flashlight and only see what’s illuminated.

http://passporttotexas.org/getting-to-know-native-amphibians/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/amphibian_watch/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/amphibian_watch/
http://passporttotexas.org/hikes-after-dark/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/calendar/hiking


Kelly recommended hiking with others on familiar trails, and to be prepared to experience wildlife by ear.

There are lots of amphibians that are active at night. And that’s one of the really fun things to listen for, 
because they’re pretty easy to hear. And oftentimes, once you learn to identify the sound of an amphibian, you’ll 
say: “Hey! That’s what I’ve been hearing all this time? I know that!”

Frogs and toads aren’t the only animals active at night.

There are owls that are active. Eastern screech owls are very nocturnal. Another bird that a lot of people hear 
at night is the Chuck Wills Widow; and they’ll sing and call all night long. Sometimes campers get a little bit 
tired of it if it’s really close to their campsite.

So step outside when the sun sets and get an earful of wildlife.

Calling Critters at Night

Thursday, March 31st, 2016

Wildlife viewing at night presents a challenge. Yet, some species become more vocal when the sun sets, and 
will “talk to you” and even come into view if you know how to speak their language. State park interpreter, 
Kelly Lauderdale, has a few tips for enticing wildlife to come out of the shadows.

There are apps you can download for free or for minimal cost – like Audubon Reptiles. I use it for my night 
hikes to play those calls and to identify those different calls. Visitors can easily use those themselves. And this is 
what I do on my hike: I play the call, and do it for a little while and see if anything answers. If using a recorded 
call – and animals might call back – but does that ever draw the animals to you? And if it does, what should you 
do? I have had success with calling in an eastern screech owl. So, I play the call, it answers back, and it comes 
in. If you’re lucky you may be able to see the full owl sitting up in the tree talking to you. In that case – enjoy it! 
Don’t shine your flashlight up and blind him or her. Just sit and listen and enjoy and then go on.

State parks frequently offer guided night hikes. Find one near you on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

http://passporttotexas.org/calling-critters-at-night/

