
This program runs at 520 am Monday thru Friday

Various days cover topics of Environment, Texas Heritage & History, and Wildlife 
Conservation.

Angling: ShareLunker Season

Tuesday, October 1st, 2013

Juan Martinez, a hatchery biologist, is the guy anglers call to donate lunkers (largemouth bass 13 pounds or 
larger caught in Texas waters) to the Sharelunker program.

06 — I became a hatchery biologist in 2005 here at the Texas Fresh Water Fisheries Center in Athens. And 
since my years here. I’ve essentially taken care of the lunkers from the point that they come in until they go 
home.

The Sharelunker program is an angler recognition program which involves anglers in largemouth bass 
conservation. Since taking over the job of “the lunker
guy” last year, Martinez says he’s had a few extra duties added to his job description.

10 —The only additional duty that I got is coordinating with the anglers on the picking up of the fish and 
talking to the media as well as far as educating them about our program.

I’m introducing you to Juan Martinez now, because October first through April 30th is when anglers may share 
their lunkers with the program to help Texas Parks and Wildlife breed bigger, better largemouth bass.

24—The main reason we do it during that time is because that’s when the weather is cool enough so we can 
handle fish. We had experimented in the past when the program was in its infancy stage, and we picked up fish 
in the summer. But the water gets too hot for the fish – the warmer water stresses the fish. We
want the best for the fish, and that’s to return it back into the lake where it’s alive. So, by doing it during this 
month, it allows us to take better care of the fish.

After one breeding season the fish is returned to the angler or to the water body where it was caught. Find more 
information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series. 

Event: Toyota Texas Bass Classic (Oct. 4-6)

Wednesday, October 2nd, 2013

This weekend – October 4th through the 6th – 50 world class bass anglers will converge on Lake Conroe for the 
seventh annual Toyota Texas Bass Classic.

06 — This is a great opportunity for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to promote the great fishing we have 
in our state.

Dave Terre is with Texas Parks and Wildlife’s Inland Fisheries Division. Texas is known worldwide for its 
great bass fishing, and Lake Conroe is recognized as one of the best bass lakes in the state.

04—Anybody coming to the event will likely see some pretty good sized fish.

https://passporttotexas.org/angling-sharelunker-season/
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The bass classic raises money for youth fishing programs throughout Texas. In addition to the fishing and 
philanthropy, attendees can also expect fun.

33—The Bass Classic is not only a world class professional bass tournament; it’s also a huge outdoor expo and 
concert series. There is something to do for all families there. Lots of activities for kids to enjoy and become 
involved in the outdoors. For instance, this year, we’ll feature a much broadly expanded outdoor zone. There’s 
going to be lots of hands on activities for the kids. Bring your whole family. This is a great opportunity to 
celebrate the good work of Texas Parks and Wildlife and the great fishing we have in our state.

Find times, ticket, and band information for the Toyota Texas Bass Classic, this weekend—October 4 through 
6—at toyotatexasbassclassic.com.

Event: Big Time Texas Hunts

Thursday, October 3rd, 2013

Big Time Texas Hunts provides hunters an opportunity to enter for a chance to win one of 8 hunt packages.

04— You can enter through the deadline of October 15th.

Linda Campbell oversees Private Lands and Public Hunting at Texas Parks and Wildlife Website. Entries for a 
hunt of a lifetime are $9 online (with a one-time $5 admin charge) or $10 at license retailers, by phone and by 
mail.

20— Big Time Texas Hunts is a revenue generating program for Texas Parks and Wildlife; we offer eight hunt 
packages. Awesome experiences for hunters – really great hunting packages – for deer, and birds and 
waterfowl, alligator. We even have a new one this year called the Wild Hog Adventure. 

Funds collected from entries support wildlife conservation projects in Texas.

13—These are fully guided hunts, and so everything is provided – lodging and food – all the guiding is also 
provided. You just have to get yourself there to the location. But other than that, everything is taken care of – 
including the taxes on the hunt itself.

Most hunt packages allow winners to bring either hunting or non-hunting guests. Whether or not draw your 
name, Linda Campbell says: everyone wins. 

05—You’re adding to the opportunity to support wildlife conservation and public hunting.

Find details on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Website. 

Conservation: Bird Friendly Coffee

Friday, October 4th, 2013

Coffee is an agricultural crop that thrives in the tropics.

14—These areas oftentimes are coincident with biodiversity hot spots; that is, areas of really high biodiversity, 
whether in birds, or insects, amphibians—what have you.

http://www.toyotatexasbassclassic.com
https://passporttotexas.org/event-big-time-texas-hunts/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/hunt/public/btth/
https://passporttotexas.org/conservation-bird-friendly-coffee/


Dr. Robert Rice works with the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center, which certifies coffees “Bird Friendly” 
when growers meet certain stringent criteria. Studies suggest shade grown coffee offers the greatest benefit as 
habitat. 

15—Where coffee still is managed with a shade cover of the kind that we like to see and have defined with 
“bird friendly” criteria, then coffee oftentimes is some of the last remaining canopy cover—even though it’s not 
forest—it’s acting very much like a forest.

With habitat loss from deforestation, shade grown coffee estates serve as refuge for neo-tropical migratory bird 
species that travel through Texas, including the Black and White Warbler, the Baltimore Oriole, the Cerulean 
Warbler and others.

:15—So, they just hang out there. They might be running around with mixed species flocks, and trying to stay 
alive and ultimately fatten up before they make the trip back north again. So this quality habitat becomes quite 
important for them in terms of making the trip back.

So next time you order a cup of coffee, you might ask your server if it’s for the birds.

Pre-History: Preserving Texas’ Ancient Past

Monday, October 7th, 2013

Before Texas Parks and Wildlife starts projects on its nearly 50 wildlife management areas, they call this man:

04— My name is Chris Lintz, and I’m the culture resource specialist for the wildlife division.

As an archaeologist, Chris ensures the agency complies with federal and state laws around preserving cultural 
resources.

10— Cultural resources constitute both the prehistoric Indian sites, and historic sites up to 50 Years of present, 
according to both federal and state laws.

Think: ancient campsites, rock art, and Indian burial mounds…. With more than three quarters of a million 
acres of public lands, Chris says there is plenty of history to protect and preserve.

17— And that’s true. There’s an awful lot of buried cultural resources that exist out there. Our goal – before we 
develop projects on our WMAs—is to go out and take a look and see what’s out there. And if we can, we try to 
redesign projects to avoid impacts to cultural resources.

Whether TPW is building a structure or an oil and gas company requests access to lay new lines on public 
lands, Chris says protecting the past has value in the present.

16—The folks that made these artifacts at various times in the past going back 11,000 years, are no longer with 
us. So the sites that they’ve left behind are finite. Our job is to identify which resources are the most important 
and save those for future generations.

Pre-History: What’s Worth Saving

Tuesday, October 8th, 2013

https://passporttotexas.org/pre-history-preserving-texas-ancient-past/
https://passporttotexas.org/pre-history-whats-worth-saving/


Texas Parks and Wildlife archaeologist, Chris Lintz, has to make decisions about artifacts from Texas’ distant 
past; the significance of these items varies.

09— You’re right that not every single artifact on the ground out there shares equal importance. The important 
ones are the ones that have context and integrity.

Soil surrounding artifacts provides context, and associating artifacts with integrity – or pristine surroundings—
allows archaeologists to interpret past lifeways.

29— Archaeological sites that are buried and sealed by flood deposits contain artifacts related to a single time 
period and a single event. And those are the best kinds of sites that we would love to try to preserve. Those that 
occur on mountaintops and hilltops might have artifacts from the entire 11-thousand years of pre-history, and 
we can’t separate the different occupations out, so they’re very difficult to interpret and contribute to the 
scientific base of the area.

But Chris Lintz cannot do that if the public disturbs sites or remove artifacts from parks or Wildlife 
Management Areas.

14—Please leave them alone. Leave them in place. But we’d also appreciate if you’d go back and talk to the 
people managing the resource, because you never know what’s really going to be an important artifact that 
might help us interpret the resource we have out there.

History: Fanthorp Inn as a Communication Hub

Wednesday, October 9th, 2013

Fanthorp Inn State Historic Site is…

05—The old Stagecoach inn that brings history to life in Andersen, Texas.

Tom Scaggs is a park ranger at Fanthorp, which during the mid-19th century, served as a communication and 
transportation hub.

31—Before the days of the telegraph, and even before the railroad, the only way to communicate was by mail. 
And one of the early settlers to Texas, Henry Fanthorp, developed his home as a stagecoach inn. Basically he 
was providing an overnight facility for the stagecoaches tht were carrying the mail, and providing 
transportation for the many travelers finding their way through this new republic we call Texas.

Located at a major crossroads (about 30 miles southeast of what is today Bryan/College Station), Fanthorp Inn 
played a key role in the development of Texas.

15—As you can imagine, people were traveling through Texas, and traveling through Fanthorp…spending the 
night at a stagecoach inn like his was probably a wonderful experience in that you could communicate and visit 
with travelers almost worldwide.

It’s where information was exchanged and new ideas hatched. Learn the impact of Fanthorp Inn SHS on Texas 
history, and the history-makers who stayed there; that’s tomorrow.

History: Fanthorp Inn Impact on Texas

Thursday, October 10th, 2013

https://passporttotexas.org/history-fanthorp-inn-as-a-communication-hub/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/fanthorp-inn
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During the 19th century, before Texas was…well…Texas… places like Fanthorp Inn State Historic Site in 
Grimes County, were essential to the development of the state.

12—if it were not for the major transportation stops like Fanthorp Inn, the ability to communicate and travel 
would have been severely hindered.

Tom Scaggs is a park ranger at Fanthorp. The inn was a 19th century communication and transportation hub, 
and so much more.

30—Without communication, how can a people become educated to the rigors and problems of a new and 
struggling republic? How can they organize without communication to band together to make political and 
social changes without the knowledge of what’s going on 50 miles away? So, without the communication and 
transportation link, the development would have been severely slowed down, and who knows what direction it 
would have gone?

Visitors to Fanthorp Inn SHS get a sense of life in the 18oos, and …

06—On the second Saturday of each month, we fire up the stagecoach and offer rides.

Tomorrow Fanthorp Inn reminds us of our past and our progress.

History: Fanthorp Inn — Our Past and Progress

Friday, October 11th, 2013

Stagecoaches were vital to the development of Texas. They carried people and the mail – making them 
important tools for communication and advancement.

11—Without communication, how can people organize to band together to make political and social changes 
without the knowledge of what’s going on 50 miles away?

Tom Scaggs, a park ranger at Fanthorp Inn SHS in Anderson, says the inn served as a communications and 
transportation hub for stagecoaches that rolled in with their passengers and post. Today the inn and stagecoach 
is a reminder of our past and our progress.

25—I think Fanthorp Inn really offers people the opportunity to stop and think about how far we’ve come in 
terms of travel and communication, and be so grateful for – if nothing else – the fact that those nice rubber tires 
on our coaches today, carry us at such a rapid speed, and such comfort compared to the stagecoach that they 
can experience there at the inn.

Visitors to the historic site may have the opportunity to experience 18th Century life and travel.

18—Just as in the 1800s today, we offer a variety of entertainment and hospitality at Fanthorp Inn. On the 
second Saturday of each month, we fire up the stagecoach and offer rides, taking you around the little town of 
Anderson, and bringing history to life.

Find more information about Fanthorp Inn at texasstateparks.org.

Wildlife: Quail & Drought in Texas

Monday, October 14th, 2013

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/fanthorp-inn
https://passporttotexas.org/history-fanthorp-inn-our-past-and-progress/
http://www.texasstateparks.org
https://passporttotexas.org/wildlife-quail-drought-in-texas/


A major issue affecting bobwhite quail in southern brush lands and the Rolling Plains regions of Texas is 
drought.

06 —Long term drought. I’m talking in some areas eight, ten, eleven years now of below average rainfall.

Robert Perez is the upland game bird program leader at TPW. He says the drought is beginning to take its toll 
on bobwhite. 

16—And it’s really caused some declines in the numbers – at least in recent years. So what we hope is things 
can turn around weather-wise in those areas that are still holding birds, and they will be able to rebound in 
those areas. And that’s certainly something that we know the species can do.

I asked Robert if there is a threshold at which the birds will not rebound even if we get relief from the drought.

17—I think that you can get there at some point, but in Texas it’s just not very likely to happen any time soon in 
the Big Country…because the landowner practices and our traditional land uses in some of these areas just 
lend themselves to quail if mother nature will just cooperate.

Many areas of the state received meaningful rainfall last month. Whether that improves the quail outlook 
remains to be seen. Meantime, there’s another threat to the well-being of this charismatic game bird.

04—If you’re anywhere eat of I35, then the issue becomes fragmentation.

That’s tomorrow. 

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series and receives funding from your purchase 
of fishing and hunting equipment and motor boat fuel.

Wildlife: Quail & Fragmentation

Tuesday, October 15th, 2013

In the rolling plains and south Texas brush land, years of drought has taken its toll on bobwhite quail 
populations. East of Interstate 35, the problem is fragmentation.

09 —And so it’s more an issue of: how much habitat is left. And the question is: if you build habitat will the 
birds respond? And I think that they can and they do.

Robert Perez is the upland game bird program leader at Texas Parks and Wildlife. 

19—Right now we’re working in three different focus areas of the state, where we are concentrating resources, 
manpower, habitat funding, working with partners in select counties to do that very thing: to impact enough 
acreage to reverse the trend of fragmentation and to demonstrate through surveys – through counting birds – a 
positive response. Because we know it’s possible. 

But how much habitat is enough in our modern, highly developed times?

23—In the old textbooks, they talk about a quail living its whole life on 40 acres if it has everything that it 
needs. While that very well may be the case, you can’t have a viable population on 40 acres in the middle of a 
shopping mall. So you’ve got to have some area. And there have been researchers that have taken estimates at 

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/game_management/quail/
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what that may be. And it ranges anywhere from 800 to 10-thousand acres depending on the quality of the 
habitat.

How landowners work together to create quail habitat: that’s tomorrow.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series and receives funding from your purchase 
of fishing and hunting equipment and motor boat fuel. 

Wildlife: Quail & Landowner Cooperatives

Wednesday, October 16th, 2013

Embracing the “it takes a village model”, Texas landowners are banding together to restore fragmented 
bobwhite quail habitat in Texas. Think of fragmentation as a puzzle missing many pieces.

09 —Fortunately, we’ve got landowners that are working together with parks and Wildlife that formed 
landowner cooperatives that have formed specifically to help bobwhite quail.

Robert Perez is the upland game bird program leader at TPW. Quail populations need hundreds and sometimes 
thousands of acres to prosper. Neighboring landowners work together to manage their properties to support this 
charismatic game bird –which is primarily a grassland species.

16—Usually dominated by what’s called a bunch grass. And that’s something like little bluestem, Indian grass – 
grasses that grow in clumps. The growth patterns of these native grasses allow for the passage of adult quail, 
but more importantly, small, little, tiny chicks that can navigate through these areas.

Why would landowners go through the effort and expense to make their property more welcoming to a small 
bird?

08—We’re talking to landowners, and they’re not interested in hunting quail. They’re interested in seeing a 
quail and hearing a quail and having their kids see a wild quail on their farm and on their ranch.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series and receives funding from your purchase 
of fishing and hunting equipment and motor boat fuel. 

Meteor Showers in Texas

Thursday, October 17th, 2013

07—You can see a meteor on any night of the year if you get lucky, but it’s in the showers that you have a much 
higher chance of seeing something.

Anita Cochran is the assistant director at the McDonald Observatory. Dark skies are necessary to view meteors.

10—The most important thing for watching meteors is to get to dark skies. These things are not super bright. In 
order to see it, you probably want to be in the second half of the night because the moon will be up for the 
beginning.

There are more than twelve annual meteor showers, with the Orionids coming up on October 21st – but 
Cochran believes star gazers should leave city limits to view them.

https://passporttotexas.org/wildlife-quail-landowner-cooperatives/
https://passporttotexas.org/meteor-showers-in-texas/


11—Some cities have regions where you can get away from the light. Many of the larger cities in Texas, there’s 
really no place you can go to get away from the significant amount of light and so you’d be much better off 
going out into the country.

Cochran claims you won’t regret the trip.

14—A good meteor shower is something that very much worth going out and seeing because it’s kind of fun to 
see these things go shooting through the sky. It’s always more fun to go with people and everyone is sitting 
there “Oh! Look at that one!” “Oh, look at that one!” And so if you get a chance to see a good meteor shower, 
it’s worth doing.

Want to see more meteors? The Leonids appear the night of November 16, and the Geminids 
fill the night sky December 12 & TPWD TV: 2013-2014 New Season

Friday, October 18th, 2013

October 20 the TPW TV Series begins its 28th season on PBS stations in Texas. Expect stories about everything 
you love about the outdoors. 

05— You name it – if it happens outdoors in the state of Texas, we are going to have it on our PBS television 
show.

Don Cash, series producer, says sometimes he and his crew find stories and sometimes the stories find them.

49— Basically what we do is we look at the programs that Texas Parks and Wildlife is involved in; we try to do 
stories on the programs and the people. One of the best ways to come up with story ideas is just being out there 
in the field and meeting people. We’ll be doing one story and someone will say, ‘Oh, you should go look at this 
over here.’ And by George, all of a sudden you know you’ve got another story to do. .

In addition to its 28 year history, what are you most proud of with respect to the Parks and Wildlife television 
series?

What I think we’re really proud of is being able to go out and show people what’s available here in Texas. 
We’ve got a lot of new people moving here; they don’t know what’s out there. And a lot of people have been out 
here a long time and don’t really get outdoors. And that’s what the show is about really: showing you what’s 
out there and what’s available and maybe inspiring you to get out and enjoy the Texas outdoors. Hope you’ll 
watch.

Check your local listings for the TPW PBS television series.

Wildlife: Ivory-Billed Woodpecker

Monday, October 21st, 2013

In April 2005 a national announcement proclaimed the Ivory-billed woodpecker, considered extinct, had been 
re-discovered in an area called the Big Woods of Arkansas.

06—And it was definitely the most exciting news that anyone can remember in the birding circles.

Cliff Shackleford is a non-game ornithologist with Parks and Wildlife.

https://passporttotexas.org/tpwd-tv-2013-2014-new-season/
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16—There have been a lot of skeptics that have seen the documentation – it’s a little fuzzy – but there have been 
lots of people going back to the site, and have had glimpses. But no one’s been able to secure that really golden 
shot of the bird.

Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Ivory-Billed Woodpecker research project put a team on the ground in Arkansas 
in 2005, and for 5 years searched there and eight other states in the Southeast US for this elusive bird. 

20—The exciting thing is that this bird possibly has survived after sixty years of not being detected in the US; 
and the last sighting of the Ivory Billed Woodpecker in Texas was in November 1904. So, it’s been a long time 
since that bird has been in Texas. It occurred in the eastern third of the state, roughly, in mature river-bottom 
habitat. 

Although Cornell did not find definitive evidence of a surviving ivory-bill population, the Lab continues to 
analyze data from the past five years. 

Meantime, many east Texans claim to have seen Ivory-Billed Woodpeckers, but tomorrow we discuss a case of 
mistaken identity.

Wildlife: Pileated Woodpecker

Tuesday, October 22nd, 2013

Fragmentation of old growth forests in the southeastern US and may have contributed to the “extinction” of the 
ivory billed woodpecker. In 2005, sightings of the bird in Arkansas were reported indicating that after nearly 60 
years in oblivion, this phoenix had risen from the ashes.

12—We’ve been getting a lot of calls since that announcement in oh-five, from people in east Texas that are 
wondering why there’s all this hoopla over ivory bills, because they’ve hand them in their yard for years.

Cliff Shackleford is a non-game ornithologist with Parks and Wildlife. While the ivory billed woodpecker is the 
largest woodpecker north of Mexico…

09 – We didn’t do a very good job telling people there are two big woodpeckers. And the other one is a common 
bird in the eastern third of Texas, and that is the pileated Woodpecker.

That’s the bird people have spotted, said Shackleford. It’s an easy mistake to make, too, as the woodpeckers are 
similar in size and appearance. 

18—They’re black, white and they have some red on them. But the big difference between the two—when 
they’re perched on the tree—the ivory billed has a white backpack. So, the folded wings give it the look like it’s 
carrying a white backpack. Whereas in the pileated, there’s no white [backpack]. It’s just continuously dark on 
the back.

Even so, researchers still want to hear about possible sightings of the ivory billed woodpecker…because they 
never lose hope.

Nature: Master Naturalist Program

Wednesday, October 23rd, 2013

Protecting Texas’ vast habitat and wildlife resources requires effort from all Texans. 
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09—Well, as a state agency, we are constrained by our budget, and so we can’t possibly put as many eyes in the 
sky and boots on the ground as we need.

Kelley Bender, a parks and wildlife Urban Biologist in Central Texas, encourages folks to learn about and 
conserve resources by becoming a Master Naturalist.

22—The Texas Master Naturalist Program is a really exciting way for people to get involved in nature and 
wildlife in the state of Texas. There’s a nine-week course that’s provided by professionals in the field, where 
they get training that includes classroom training as well as field trips. And then we ask for a commitment back 
to provide 40 hours of volunteer service a year.

Master Naturalist training prepares you to be a leader in community-based conservation efforts. 

19—Most chapters offer a get-to-know you class where they introduce all the topics that are going to be 
discussed. They also talk about what the commitment is and what will be expected of the students as well as 
what will be expected of the program. And all people are welcome and invited to join. We ask that people be 18 
years and over.

Find the Texas Master Naturalist chapter nearest you at passporttotexas.org.

Invasives: Tawny Crazy Ants

Thursday, October 24th, 2013

Texas has native crazy ants, but in 2002 when exterminator, Tom Rasberry, discovered a new species of the ant 
in Harris County, nobody knew what it was. 

09— When this ant was found, the folks that looked at it couldn’t assign it any particular species at that time. 
And that’s why it was called the Rasberry Crazy Ant.

Eleven years later, TPW entomologist Michael Warriner, says researchers know a bit more.

09— Since then, it’s been determined that it is the tawny crazy ant, which is native to portions of central and 
south America.

These ants swarm in the millions, play foul with electrical wiring and make a general nuisance of themselves. 
Twenty five Texas counties currently
report populations of tawny crazy ants. But the ants didn’t arrive at these places on their own steam.

21—These ants are being aided in their dispersal by us. Because we’re transporting them in bags of mulch; in 
potted plants that are driven dozens – hundreds of miles away – and these ants are making it to places before 
they ever could actually on their own accord. 

How to identify and prevent tawny crazy ant infestation – that’s tomorrow.

Invasives: Knowing Your Crazy Ants

Friday, October 25th, 2013

If you spot a huge number of yellowish brown ants about an eighth of an inch long, moving erratically when 
disturbed, they may be non-native tawny crazy ants. TPW entomologist, Michael Warriner, says they can turn 
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up almost anywhere.

10— Crazy Ants do not form noticeable mounds like fire ants do. They are pretty much opportunistic nesters, 
which means they’ll take advantage of existing structures.

Such as bags of soil and mulch, wood piles, electrical boxes, attics, and potted plants. While predators and 
pathogens keep native crazy ant populations in check, its tawny cousin has no such equalizers…and controlling 
them is no easy task.

10— Right now there’s not chemical treatments for these. But once a colony is really well established, it’s 
proven almost impossible to eradicate them.

The best we can do is prevention, which includes not transporting plants or bags of mulch or soil with ants in 
them, and by removing their nesting places.

14— You want to get rid of any kind of debris that’s on the ground. Fallen logs, thick leaf litter – any place you 
think might harbor moisture that ants could move into. You want to clear that out.

Wildlife: Watch Out for Snakes

Monday, October 28th, 2013

Now that triple digit heat has given way to mild fall weather, you may decide to spend more time outdoors. If 
you do—my advice—watch your step.

:07—Probably most people who spend any amount of time hiking in Texas have been within arm’s reach of a 
diamondback and never knew it.

Andy Gluesenkamp is a herpetologist with TPW. Don’t let what he just said about the big, scary venomous 
Western Diamondback Rattlesnake (the deadliest snake in North America) keep you locked up indoors.

:07—Diamondbacks would by and large much prefer to avoid contact than get in some sort of fisticuffs with a 
large animal like a human.

These snakes play defense. They usually hang out in the vicinity of fallen logs, brush piles, rocks. If they think 
you don’t see them, they’ll lie perfectly still and let you walk on by. 

:14—If they feel threatened by you, the first thing that they’ll do is buzz that rattle. [SFX—western 
Diamondback Rattling]. On rare occasions when somebody reaches their hands into a crevice, or is picking up 
firewood and grabs a snake or steps on a snake—then they’re going to react violently. And that’s when people 
tend to get bitten. 

Yeah, so don’t do that. We’ll have more fun with snakes tomorrow.

Wildlife: Snake, Rattle and Run

Tuesday, October 29th, 2013

Hear that? That’s the sound of a Western Diamondback Rattlesnake, the deadliest venomous snake in North 
America. You hear that sound when you’re out hiking, and you better rethink your next step.

https://passporttotexas.org/wildlife-watch-out-for-snakes/
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06—The rattle serves the snake well in warning us that, ‘Hey, there’s snake over here; please mind your 
business and leave me alone.’

Of course, sometimes that’s hard to do when they’re hiding from you. Nevertheless, Andy Gluesenkamp, a 
Parks and Wildlife herpetologist, says rattlesnakes would rather leave you alone.

01—Unless you’re a mouse.

Right…well…assuming you’re not a mouse, you’re safe. Now here’s something you might not know—snakes 
other than rattlers…rattle.

14—A rattlesnake rattles its tail with a rattle on the end that makes a very distinctive buzzing noise that once 
you’ve heard it you’ll never forget it. However, a lot of snakes will rattle their tail in the same way, and will 
even back their tail up against some dried leaves or something to give it more effect. 

So, we’ll call those: dishonest, lying snakes.

13—Snakes that do that a lot include the Texas Rat Snake; Bull Snakes which are another large non-venomous 
snake; King Snakes. A lot of other snakes that are otherwise harmless use this tail rattling to try to scare away 
would-be predators.

Find information on Texas snakes at the Texas Parks and Wildlife website. 

Technology: Unmanned Aerial Systems

Wednesday, October 30th, 2013

Biologists survey and collect data on species and habitat, which they use to manage both. For three years, TPW 
fisheries and wildlife biologists have used an unmanned aerial system, UAS, to assist with these tasks.

18—This is a low-cost platform that flies a predetermined flight path and collects digital still –red, blue, green 
(visual imagery) –and near infrared imagery. And then we splice those images together to form high resolution 
geo reference mosaics that are valuable in habitat mapping and wildlife assessments.

Tim Birdsong is chief of habitat conservation for Inland fisheries. The agency’s used this small aircraft as a 
science tool to inform conservation ractices on WMAs and in State Parks.

25—We’ve also used these platforms to map stream beds to support river restoration projects. We’ve attempted 
to use the platform on seagrass habitats on the coast to better understand how some of our education and 
outreach programs have worked –for example – prop scarring of seagrasses; how do we direct boaters away 
from some of those sensitive areas. And then also, in mapping nesting bird rookeries.

Before the UAS, Birdsong said some survey areas took extensive man power and a month or more to complete. 
With the UAS, they can accomplish the same work with fewer people in a single morning.

05—Now we’re working toward the next step of developing automated processing techniques.

More on unmanned aerial systems tomorrow.

Tech/Wildlife: Saving the Guadalupe Bass
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Thursday, October 31st, 2013

Unmanned aerial systems – or drones – in the hands of a trained biologist can improve the future a species…as 
it did with…

01— Guadalupe bass.

Tim Birdsong is chief of habitat conservation for Inland fisheries. Guadalupe bass – the state fish –once thrived 
in the Blanco River. In the 1970s TPW stocked smallmouth bass in it, but over time, the species bred creating a 
hybrid that outcompeted the Guadalupe. 

12—That led to complete loss of Guadalupe Bass in that system. And we really didn’t see an opportunity to 
restore the Guadalupe bass populations in the Blanco River.

The 2011 drought caused the river’s flow to cease, leaving some enduring pools that concentrated the fish. 
Birdsong said they used a drone to map the location of the pools.

18—We used electro-fishing and nets to remove the remaining small mouth bass. Then flows improved in the 
Blanco in the spring of 2012 and we stocked roughly 150-thousand Guadalupe bass fingerlings; followed by a 
similar number in the spring of 2013.

Provided flows in the Blanco continue, Birdsong says he expects in 4 or 5 years we’ll have fishable populations 
of Guadalupe Bass in the river.

10—That’s a major success story, and it wouldn’t have been possible without this unmanned aerial system, or it 
would have required our staff to hike up and down miles and miles of riverbed to identify these pools.

The WSFR program supports our series and funds conservation projects in Texas

Hunting: 2013-14 Deer Season Forecast

Friday, November 1st, 2013

The first weekend in November is typically opening weekend of deer season in Texas.

04—This year, 2013 the deer hunting prospects look really good.

Alan Cain is Texas whitetail deer program leader at Parks and Wildlife.

11—The reports I’m hearing from landowners out there across the state is that the deer fat, are in good body 
condition, and antler quality appears to be pretty good. So hunters should have a good opportunity out there.

September and October brought rainfall across the state, which could make deer hunting more of a challenge.

36—That’s going to cause things to green up, obviously. So, the deer may not be hitting the corn feeder because 
they have not seen some of this green stuff in a couple of months. And so, they may go out there and find some 
tender weeds to chew on, or some brush out there, or the different browse, shrub top species; they’ll eat on 
those and may not come to that corn feeder where hunters traditionally sit.

Alan Cain says don’t lose heart – the deer are there – you’ll need to change your hunting strategy to bag them.

https://passporttotexas.org/hunting-2013-14-deer-season-forecast/


11—You want to sit on a trail that’s leading from a bedding to a feeding area. Or, look for locations where deer 
are concentrating; maybe it’s where the oaks are dropping lots of acorns. So, I suspect deer will be on those, 
too.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program Supports our series…For Texas Parks and Wildlife…

Hunting: Hunters as Conservationists

Monday, November 4th, 2013

Hunting is not only a tradition in Texas—it is also a commitment to wildlife conservation.

16—Hunters started to see declines in certain game species populations and habitat. And realized if they want 
to enjoy perusing game (it doesn’t even have be for harvest), just if they want to see that perpetuated so their 
kids, and future generations can enjoy that, they realized they needed to protect it. 

Alan Cain, Texas whitetail deer program leader, says in the early 20th century, hunters chose to conserve 
wildlife through taxation.

22—In 1937, you had the Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act – called the Pittman-Robertson Act – [signed 
into law]. Basically it’s a user pay system where the hunters said, ‘okay, we’re going to tax ourselves to help 
pay for wildlife conservation.’ And that’s been a huge success. In my opinion, that’s why North America has the 
best wildlife management conservation model in the world – because hunters pay for that.

Hunters pay with the licenses they buy, and the excise taxes levied on firearms, ammunition and other 
equipment, which goes directly to fund conservation.

11— And then the second part of that is that hunters not only play a role in funding conservation that benefits 
everybody, but they also play a role in managing deer populations out there.

By removing deer from the landscape, they help keep habitat in balance for all wildlife.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series and funds whitetail research in Texas. 

Wildlife/Citizen Science: Texas Nature Trackers

Tuesday, November 5th, 2013

Texas Nature Tracker is a program designed to help citizens learn how to monitor and share data on rare species 
around the state. 

10— This citizen science program is a great one to get citizens involved in collecting data on species that we 
don’t have enough biologists to actually do the work.

Biologist, Marsha May, coordinates the Nature Tracker Program for Parks and Wildlife. Depending on their 
interests, volunteers receive training for one or more targeted species… 

13— Texas whooping cranes, bumblebees, frogs and toads, the box turtle survey, coastal fisheries has one for 
tarpon, Texas horned lizards, and Texas mussel watch.
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Once trained, volunteers monitor the species and report back to May with their data, which in turn provides 
value to state biologists.

09— The value comes from not having enough boots on the ground to get out there to find out what’s going on 
with populations throughout the state.

Tomorrow, we tell you about one Nature Tracker volunteer who discovered a destructive invasive species in a 
Texas Lake.

05—Well, that particular one that you’re talking about is the zebra mussel.

Wildlife/Citizen Science: Helping Biologists

Wednesday, November 6th, 2013

Texas Mussel Watch volunteers collect data on rare and at risk mussel species. 

20— Texas Mussel Watch Volunteers get out there in water bodies in their local communities, and they record 
all of the freshwater mussels that they observe at that site. And it takes a really special person to do that, 
because they’ve got to get in the water, muck around in the mud…. They’re just really special volunteers.

Program coordinator, Marsha May said during routine monitoring, one of her volunteers made an important 
discovery.

30— Near the end of September, one of my volunteers sent me an email with fabulous photographs of a species 
she found in Lake Belton attached to another native mussel, and really to me it looked to me like Zebra Mussels. 
I wanted to be absolutely sure, because that’s not something you take lightly. I sent the email with the 
photographs on to Inland Fisheries and they sent some folks out to Lake Belton and confirmed that they were 
Zebra Mussels.

Zebra mussels are a highly destructive non-native invasive species, and we’ll learn more about them tomorrow.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series.

Invasives: Impact of Zebra Mussels

Thursday, November 7th, 2013

Zebra Mussels, originally from Eastern Europe, ended up in the Great Lakes in the late 1980s in the ballast of 
ships. Since then…

05— They’ve been pretty steadily moving across much of the eastern and central portion of the United States.

Inland fisheries biologist Brian Van Zee says zebra mussels arrived in Lake Texoma in 2009; now they occupy 
waters in north and north central Texas – most recently in Lake Belton. 

10—They’re primarily moved from water body to water body by boaters, who don’t take the time to clean, drain 
and dry from an infested lake to a non-infested lake.

https://passporttotexas.org/wildlifecitizen-science-helping-biologists/
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Zebra mussels attach to hard surfaces, including rocks, docks, boats and even other animals. As filter feeders, 
they impact the aquatic food chain, and clog water intake pipes of municipal utility districts, causing significant 
increases in maintenance and operational costs. So boaters: clean, drain and dry.

20—On a general rule of thumb, we recommend boaters dry their boats for a week before they go from one lake 
to the next, if at all possible. If they just pull the plug out of the bottom of the boat, lower the engines down, and 
make sure there’s no water in them, and make sure the live wells are empty, and open those compartments up 
and let them dry in between going from one lake to the next, you really reduce that risk of moving zebra mussels 
from one lake to another.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series.

Tech/Wildlife: iNaturalist

Friday, November 8th, 2013

Next time you observe an amphibian or reptile share it with Herps of Texas (HOT) online at iNaturalist 
(http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/herps-of-texas). 

10 — We chose to go with the platform iNaturalist, because it is accessible, and at the same time, allows us to 
capture the data we need for our database.

Cullen Hanks manages the Texas Natural Diversity Database at Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says identifying 
the species before posting it online isn’t necessary.

26—By doing so, it encourages the community to help them validate that observation by figuring out what the 
species ID is. iNaturalist covers what kinds of species? You can post any species of plant or animal to 
iNaturalist. You can post something even if you don’t know what species it is. For example, if you see a lizard 
and you don’t know what species of lizard it is, by posting it, the community will help you identify that species.

This crowd-sourced information helps Cullen map known herp populations across the state.

12—And we found this is a great platform that allows people to share these observations that they’re seeing out 
there, but it also – by setting up a project – it allows us to capture the data we need so that those observations 
have value to conservation.

Learn more about Herps of Texas on iNaturalist in an article by Cullen Hanks in the November issue of Texas 
parks and Wildlife Magazine. 

Habitat: Loss of Longleaf Pines in Texas

Monday, November 11th, 2013

While we’re familiar with native loblolly pines, the longleaf pine – another native – has struggled for a century.

07— It’s a very, very desirable timber tree. Consequently, by the turn of the last century, it was almost all 
timbered.

Davis Riskind is director of the natural resource program for state parks.

33—So, there’s very little old growth longleaf pine; it grows on dry upland sites, sandy soils. Or, some of these 
sites can be very, very wet – they vary from wet to dry. And only longleaf pine is an adapted native species. Of 
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course, what’s happened is, most of the pine has been timbered and has been replaced by exotic species. Slash 
pine, for example, or even loblolly pine, which used to grow mostly in bottomlands in wet sites. But now it’s a 
very common fast growing timber tree. So, essentially the habitat has been lost.

Riskind says more than just the trees have been lost.

10—Well, essentially all the wildflowers [associated with that habitat have been lost], a lot of bog plants; 
orchids, pitcher plants and things like that. And it’s a very open stand, and it usually has a lot of grasses and 
quite a few of our rare species.

Tomorrow, David Riskind returns to talk about an effort to reforest longleaf pines in an east Texas state park.

Habitat: Restoring Longleaf Pines in East Texas

Tuesday, November 12th, 2013

A reforestation project underway in East Texas will see the expansion of a stand of native longleaf pine trees at 
Village Creek State Park. 

09— There’s no other state park that has longleaf pine in it. And only the Roy Larsen Sandy Lands Unit in the 
Big Thicket has a good stand of longleaf pine.

Davis Riskind is director of the natural resource program for state parks. He says the agency acquired property 
for the reforestation project from The Conservation Fund.

32—And our objective here on most of the state park land is to restore natural habitats. We had a special 
circumstance occur, in the process of acquiring the property from the conservation fund. There was an 
outstanding gas drilling right. So, we accommodated that; we worked with the gas company; we found a site 
that was suitable in the tract, out of the way for them to pursue their rights to explore for gas. The good news is 
they hit a huge gas well. The bad news was – the well blew out.

David Riskind says a huge fireball cooked a huge swath of land, taking some of the longleaf pine seedlings with 
it. 

Tomorrow: How bad news turned into good news for the longleaf pine reforestation project. 

Habitat: Bad News/Good News for Longleaf Pines

Wednesday, November 13th, 2013

A gas well blowout in 2011, in a remote area of Village Creek State Park in East Texas, burned acres of brush 
and trees; including newly planted native longleaf pines, part of a reforestation effort by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife.

06— It was a huge fireball, with several hundreds if not thousands degrees; it cooked a huge area.

David Riskind, director of the natural resource program for state parks, says the agency came to a damage claim 
settlement with the drilling company, and is using the funds to develop a restoration plan…
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32—And implement that restoration plan on the type of site and soils which would have been occupied naturally 
by longleaf pine. So, here we are; we’ve begun to restore the site. We’ve tried to put back the site in its natural 
condition, using natural contours, that we got from our own experience and also from the topo maps that we 
have available before the site was site prepped for timber production. And, we’ve begun phase one of the 
restoration of this – about 180 acre – longleaf pine restoration project.

Longleaf pines were nearly logged to extinction, and with them, the plants and animals that call that habitat 
home. With this restoration, the agency hopes to see an eventual revival of the forest, flora and fauna.

Birds: Odd Behavior at the Feeder

Thursday, November 14th, 2013

Fall and winter offer bird-watching opportunities – especially in your own backyard when you hang feeders 
outside your windows for up close viewing.

05—There is no place better in the world for attracting birds than right here in Texas.

Mark Klym, an avid birder, oversees the Wildscaping program at Parks and Wildlife. Common feeder fare is the 
black oil sunflower seed, which attracts various species, including cardinals, finches, and sometimes 
chickadees. 

06—And watch the way they feed. Some of them will actually sit and break the seed right there on the feeder 
and eat it.

If you’re new to feeder-watching, some of the behavior you observe may seem perplexing. 

15—We get people who are frustrated all the time; they say, ‘how come that bird comes in and throws half the 
food out?’ Well, what they’re doing is, a bird like a chickadee or titmouse, they don’t have a bill that’s designed 
to crack that seed. So they’ve got to go back to the branch and bang it on the tree to break it.

But what are they doing when they hurl seed to the ground?

07—They’re actually weighing the seed to make sure there’s enough weight there to make sure it’s worth their 
while to fly back to that branch before they get their meal.

Now you know. Find additional information about birds on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website. 

TPW TV: Flocking with Friends

Friday, November 15th, 2013

Each spring, birders from across Texas and beyond, participate in The Great Texas Birding Classic.
This week on the TPW TV series, meet a group of young birders and their teacher who took part in this year’s 
tournament. Alan Fisher produced the story, Flocking with Friends.

There’s an oriole. Baltimore oriole. Oh, I see a spoonbill guys. Whoa, what’s that? White Ibis. The red-winged 
blackbird…

I was really impressed by the class and their teacher. 
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We’re not just doing text book knowledge – we’re doing real world learning. And, if you put excitement into it 
and you show the relevance to their own life, you’ve got them hook, line and sinker. 

The kids were so engaged. They had learned all these details about so many of these birds. 

I named it. This guy. I named it. Jacob did it. Everybody…everybody agree? Yes. Okay.

The teacher really believes a lot of these kids are going to go on and be interested in biology or ornithology. So, 
it was really neat to see how engaged they were and interested to learn about the world around them.

Thanks, Alan.

Flocking with Friends airs the week of November 17 on PBS stations across Texas.

Camping: Choosing a Site

Monday, November 18th, 2013

Fall camping season is here, and Robert Owen –an avid camper who works with the Texas Outdoor Family 
program—offers suggestions for choosing a campsite for your overnight adventure.

43—What I look for in a campsite is a bit of privacy. I enjoy a quiet end of the park; a place where the family 
can settle down and enjoy peace and quiet of nature. Nearby nature trails – looking for a trail that offers the 
family something to do right off the back of the campsite is always a real benefit. Also, I always like to 
reasonably close to water if the park offers water so that all those recreational opportunities are there. I also 
look for a campsite that has level ground. There’re no safety concerns like low hanging limbs or anything like 
that, that might interfere with my evening. And proximity to the restroom. You always want to make sure you’re 
within a comfortable distance of the restroom.

One of the best ways to ensure that close proximity to the restroom is to arrive early on the day of check-in to 
get the best choice of campsites.

Tomorrow Robert Owen returns to tell us what to bring on a camping trip.

Camping: What to Bring on Your Campout

Tuesday, November 19th, 2013

Do you avoid overnight camping because you’re afraid you won’t get your beauty rest?

05—The folks that do avoid camping tend to think that it’s not comfortable. Well, it doesn’t have to be that way.

If you’re concerned you’ll be counting sheep instead of sawing logs on an overnight campout, Robert Owen 
with the Texas Outdoor Family Program says a blanket, pillow and a few other items will have you sleeping 
like a baby in Mother Nature’s embrace.

45—I always like to bring either a foam pad to sleep on or an air mattress – and even cots are getting 
especially popular now. Sleeping bags often have a temperature rating on them, so you’ll want to make sure 
that you know what your overnight lows are going to be; maybe even subtract a couple of degrees from that just 
to be safe, and make sure your sleeping bag is rated for that temperature. We have some tips for folks who are 
going to spend the night outdoors when the temperature starts to drop: air mattresses –they can actually cool 
you off over night. They might be very comfortable, but it’s like sleeping on a pillow of cold air. If you can 
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insulate yourself against that pillow of cold air, it’s really going to make you more comfortable overnight. All 
that means is laying a blanket or sleeping bag below you – between you and the air mattress – and that goes a 
long way.

Tomorrow Robert Owen returns to tell us about maximizing your camping experience.

Camping: Maximizing the Experience

Wednesday, November 20th, 2013

It’s fall camping season, and Robert Owen with the Texas Outdoor Family program says if you keep the 
following suggestions in mind, you’ll have a great time on your next campout. 

57—Plan ahead for your activities. Make sure you have a good pair of comfortable shoes to go along with your 
weekend; while you’re spending time on the trail you’ll want to keep your feet comfortable. Bring some water 
and sunscreen along regardless of the season. I like to bring along a GPS unit when I camp because I do enjoy 
Geocaching as a sport. Bring along that fishing equipment – the fish always tend to bite better in the cooler 
months. And also [bring some] binoculars – the winter months provide great opportunities for bird watching at 
Texas State Parks, and wildlife watching as well. Would you say that going to www.texasstateparks.org is a 
good place for people to begin their camping trip? Absolutely. It’s broken down into a map view, so you can 
find a park that’s nearby home or if you’re looking for a reason to get out and explore someplace new. It will 
tell you all about what the park has to offer; you can check out the park map there, and get a feel for what each 
campsite may offer. And, there may be a schedule of interpretive activities as well.

Thanks, Robert.

Go to texasstateparks.org to plan your next campout… because Life’s Better Outside.

Outdoor Story: A Father’s Commitment

Thursday, November 21st, 2013

Fort Worth native, Ryan Spencer says his father made a conscious commitment to spend time outdoors with 
him and his brother, even though his dad wasn’t much of an outdoorsman.

15—He wasn’t a lumberjack, you know. He didn’t know everything about the outdoors or anything like that. 
But, he made a commitment to my brother and myself that we were going to get outside. So, for the next seven 
years every single month we went camping as a family. It was amazing.

This exposure to nature had a profound impact on Ryan, and caused a ripple effect; today Ryan is a Park Ranger 
with the Texas Outdoor Families program.

36—If you’d asked me maybe three years ago, I probably would have told you I was going to be a lawyer. I 
managed to get an internship with Texas Parks and Wildlife; I worked out at Guadalupe river State Park for a 
good while. While I was there I just really developed this profound sense of accomplishment from helping 
people enjoy state parks. They’re such a wonderful resource, and they’re all over the state of Texas, and they 
can do so much for a family that it was just a no brainer. And as soon as I got the opportunity to get on board 
with Texas Outdoor Family – I jumped at it. Because, I knew that it was going to give me a chance to really 
make a difference in a lot of people’s lives, and I’ve been blessed to be able to do that ever since.

For Ryan, Life’s Better Outside.
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TPW TV: An Inspired Artist

Friday, November 22nd, 2013

When Texas Parks and Wildlife TV producer Abe Moore decided to shoot a segment on a wildlife artist for the 
PBS series, he didn’t have to look any further than Parks and Wildlife’s own Clemente Guzman.

58—He’s just so good at painting wildlife. It’s just a natural gift that he has. 

When they see my painting, they see the hawk, or they see a raccoon; you know, I try to show it to you in a way 
that I saw it. I hope I can translate the energy that nature has. You know, that’s just life. Life at its best.

So, we call the story on Clemente and his amazing talent ‘The Inspired Artist.’ And for him, he makes sure he 
keeps his inspiration going by getting outside. And, he has a particular stream he visits to keep his inspiration 
going. 

This little spot is very full of energy through the little pebbles, the noise of the water. And I get all kinds of ideas 
running through my head – I get a lot of inspiration – and I use that inspiration on my artwork. 

So, we followed him from the beginning of a project to the culmination of the finale, and it’s just a great picture 
he did. So, you can see the story and the painting that he finished the last week in November on the TV show.

Thanks, Abe.

Check your local listings. 

Food: Outdoor Cooking

Monday, November 25th, 2013

Maybe you’ve thought about preparing Thanksgiving dinner at a state park. Outdoor cooking enthusiast, and 
boater education coordinator, Tim Spice has some suggestions.

67— I would pick a part that has a picnic table, fire pit, it may have a grill; so all you have to do is bring your 
fuel. So all those things are there ready for you. Then the other thing I would do is pick your favorite menu 
items – simple to prepare. You don’t want to do anything fancy, because that take a lot of work. Remember – the 
reason we’re going outdoors is to enjoy the outdoors with friends and family. And then, I like to prepare before 
I leave the house. Do all your measurements for your meal – whatever it is, measure it out, put it in a zip lock 
bag, and then put it in a nice ice chest so you’ve got it prepared by meal. Then, when you show up, you’ve got it 
all measured. All you do is throw it in the pot, mix it together and start cooking. And so, what are some of the 
vessels you use to cook in and with? For me, I love Dutch ovens. Dutch ovens can do anything your oven can do 
and anything a stew pot can do. But, if you want to go with the family and plan a little hike in the afternoon, 
Dutch oven would be the great way to go, whether it be a turkey – and they do make Dutch ovens big enough 
for a turkey – or a whole chicken, you can put that all in a one pot meal. Put it on the fire; and as you’re doing 
your little hike you come back and it’s ready to go.

Thanks, Tim.

Hunting/Food: Field Dressing Harvested Game

Tuesday, November 26th, 2013
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Lee Smith started hunting when he was 7 years old. Now in his mid-fifties, this Austin resident and home cook, 
says he hunts for meat not trophies. 

06—Once you’ve pulled the trigger and you’ve got an animal down, the work really begins.

Field dressing, which involves removing the animal’s internal organs, can be a race against the clock—due to 
spoilage—says Smith.

24—Meat spoils due to three things: heat, moisture and dirt. Getting those internal organs out is going to 
immediately start to let that carcass cool. Second thing is: the skin. Taking that skin off is going to get that 
animal cooler, and also allow it to dry quicker. Once you’ve got it back [to camp], and taken the skin off, you 
rinse out the interior chest cavity, and get it into that cooler.

If you’re hunting on public land, or there isn’t a walk-in cooler at your lease, after field dressing and skinning 
the animal, quarter it.

13—That’s taking off the four quarters, the two backstraps, and the rear legs. That’s what you are legally 
bound to take. If you don’t take that, you can be ticketed for waste of game.

Put the quarters into tall kitchen garbage bags, and then into coolers with ice. How to handle game at home – 
that’s tomorrow.

Hunting/Food: Proper Handling of Game

Wednesday, November 27th, 2013

When handled correctly in the field and kitchen, venison can be tastier than domestically raised meat. The key 
is to keep it cool and dry immediately after harvest.

15—And then, the real poetry begins in the aging of that meat. If you can hang that meat for three to six days, 
some of the enzymes in the meat start to break it down, and you really get that tender, good tasting, 
concentrated flavor.

Lee Smith is a hunter and home cook from Austin, Texas. To store fresh venison, Smith recommends vacuum 
sealers, which keep meat usable for up to a year when frozen. And when you’re ready for it, Smith says – 
simple preparations are best. 

23—You’re legally – depending upon what county you’re hunting in – able to take five deer in Texas. And that 
can be a lot of meat. So, I can understand after a while, how you might want to change it up and have a little 
horseradish sauce, or some kind of port reduction with some mushrooms. But, I want to taste the meat; I don’t 
want to throw a heavy sauce on it. In fact, tonight, we’re having venison fajitas.

Lee Smith says he usually marinates venison back strap briefly in olive oil and soy sauce, grills it, and ends up 
with something the whole family enjoys. 

Find wild game recipes on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Hunting/Food: Hunters for the Hungry

Thursday, November 28th, 2013

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/hunter_education/homestudy/hunting_skills/dressbg.phtml
https://passporttotexas.org/huntingfood-proper-handling-of-game/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/exptexas/programs/wildgame/
https://passporttotexas.org/huntingfood-hunters-for-the-hungry/


Venison is quality protein; and hunters help get it onto the tables of deserving families when they donate deer to 
Hunters for the Hungry.

09—Once it’s [the deer] donated, the meat is used by food pantries, food banks, and other food assistance 
providers, which serve their local communities.

Anitra Hendricks oversees the program. Hunters may donate their legally tagged, field-dressed deer by bringing 
it to participating meat processors. Find a list of processors on the Hunters for the Hungry website.

24—Once they locate a processor, then basically it’s just a matter of harvesting the deer, making sure that they 
get it cleaned out. The processor will handle everything else. There is a reduced processing fee for those who 
donate to the program. They pay the fee, they do receive a receipt for a possible tax deduction. The meat 
processor will grind the meat, package it, and then from there it goes to the food assistance provider.

The Panhandle, far west Texas and the Rio Grande Valley have the fewest donations due to low processor 
participation. Without nearby participating processors, hunters don’t have an easy way to donate. Anitra is 
always on the lookout for more processors.

08— The have to be willing to keep some minimal book-keeping as far as tracking donations and reporting that 
to us at the end of the season.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish restoration program supports our series …

Hunting/Food/Heritage: Wild Game/Mexican Food

Friday, November 29th, 2013

Before domestication of livestock, wild game was the primary protein for humans on both sides of what is now 
the Mexican border. In Mexico, venison was of particular importance.

15—Venison is especially important in a ritual sense as well as a culinary sense.

Karen Hursh Graber is senior Food Editor of the internet magazine Mexico Connect.

17—The word ‘venison’ in English, and the word ‘venado’ in Spanish – are both from the Latin word ‘venari’, 
which is the verb ‘to hunt.’ So, that’s pretty impressive that the word for deer is the same as the word for hunt. 
It just shows the symbolic hunting imagery of deer in both cultures.

Mexicans, unlike Americans, are more sparing in their use of venison – and all meat wild and domestic – in 
their recipes: such as Salpicon De Venado.

16—Instead of serving a huge hunk of meat, they’ll serve small pieces, and put it in a taco or in a stew. 
Salpicon is like a cold meat salad – it’s a venison salad. It’s dressed with herbs and spices and they serve it is 
tacos.

Find Karen Hursh Graber’s recipe for Cold Venison Salad at passporttotexas.org.

For Texas Parks and Wildlife…I’m Cecilia Nasti.
________________________________________________________________

http://tacaa.org/hunters-for-the-hungry
https://passporttotexas.org/huntingfoodheritage-wild-gamemexican-food/


Shredded Venison Salad: Salpicon De Venado
by Karen Hursh Graber © 2005 
http://www.mexconnect.com/articles/2381-shredded-venison-salad-salpicon-de-venado

This dish is found on restaurant menus throughout Mexico, but particularly in the western part of the country 
and in the Yucatan, where it is called zic de venado. This recipe is a good buffet dish, to be piled on tostadas or 
served with warm tortillas and habanero salsa. It makes an attractive presentation served on a bed of mesclun 
greens. Following are two variations on the traditional recipe, one savory and one sweet-and-hot.

Ingredients:

• 2 pounds venison, cooked and shredded (venison is lean and shreds nicely, like flank or skirt steak)
• juice of 4 bitter (Seville) oranges or use half sweet oranges and half limes
• 1/2 cup finely chopped cilantro
• 1/2 red onion, peeled and finely chopped
• 1/2 cup finely chopped radishes
• salt to taste

Preparation:

Place the venison in a non-reactive bowl. Mix the remaining ingredients and let them rest for 15 minutes to 
combine the flavors. Add the mixture to the venison and serve immediately or refrigerate and bring to room 
temperature at serving time.

Serves 8-10 as part of a multi-course buffet or as an appetizer.

Variation I:

Omit the radishes and add ½ cup chopped green olives and 1 firm-ripe avocado, diced.

Variation II:

Omit the radishes and add 1 green mango, diced, 1 diced plantain and 2 (or more, to taste) Serrano chiles, 
seeded and diced.

State Parks: Christmas in Parks

Monday, December 2nd, 2013

If you love the holidays and the outdoors, now through the end of the month, find Yuletide events at state parks. 

08—We have the Christmas in the Parks brochure for 2013; inside it details over 40 different events that are 
happening across the state.

Thomas Wilhelm, with state parks, says park goers have a variety of events from which to choose, including: 
historic homes and farms decked out for the season, hikes with Santa, and decorating your campsites.

22—If campers want to participate in that, they have to register in advance. They have the opportunity to 
decorate their campsite for the season with lights – or whatever. A lot of the parks, then, offer hayrides to the 
public to go through the campground and see all the campsites. 

https://passporttotexas.org/state-parks-christmas-in-parks/


What a blast. I wonder if they get any carolers out there.

You know, sometimes they do caroling on the hayride. They’ll have hot cocoa; it’s very festive.

No matter where you live in Texas, Wilhelm says a holiday event in a state park isn’t far.

13— That’s right. From El Paso with the Franklin Mountains and Wyler Arial Tram, all the way to the Gulf 
Coast with the battleship, all the way down south to the Birding Centers, or up North to Palo Duro Canyon – 
you’re going to find a Christmas even happening somewhere close to you.

You can find the Christmas in the Parks brochure at state parks, or download it before you hit the road at 
texasstateparks.org/holidays.

State Parks: 2013 Holiday Ornaments

Tuesday, December 3rd, 2013

For over a decade, Texas state park lovers have collected commemorative holiday ornaments.

11—Like last year we have three unique ornaments; each one highlighting a specific park. This year we’re 
highlighting Goliad State park, Wyler Arial Tramway at Franklin Mountains, and Enchanted Rock.

Thomas Wilhelm, with state parks, says the laser etched wooden decorations are handmade in the USA.

06—And on the back of each ornament is an interpretive message about the park.

The 2013 ornaments as well as those from year’s past are available by calling the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
customer service center; proceeds from ornament sales support parks. In addition, we make supporting parks 
and spoiling loved ones this holiday season easy with a state park gift certificate.

23— The state park gift certificate is a way to give the gift of state parks to anyone. That gift card can be 
redeemed for annual park passes, facility fees, state park merchandise, pretty much anything that we charge a 
fee for in state parks you can use the gift card for. This year we do have a promotion: if you purchase a gift 
card worth $75 or more, you do get a free 2013 ornament.

Find details about the ornaments and gift certificate at passporttotexas.org.

Conservation: Holiday Conservation Gifts

Wednesday, December 4th, 2013

Holidays challenge the creativity of gift-givers everywhere. However, if you have nature lovers on your list, gift 
giving is easy—and the giving is twice as nice.

A seventy-dollar Texas State Parks Pass is a thoughtful and sensible gift for your outdoor enthusiast. Pass 
holders enjoy twelve months of unlimited visits to more than ninety state parks and historic sites. 

They also receive discounts on camping, park store merchandise and recreational equipment rentals. Money 
spent on the pass supports your Texas state parks.

http://www.texasstateparks.org/holidays
https://passporttotexas.org/state-parks-2013-holiday-ornaments/
https://passporttotexas.org/conservation-holiday-conservation-gifts/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/parkinfo/passes/


For thirty dollars each, you can give the drivers on your list a conservation license plate. Twenty-two dollars 
from every sale goes directly to help fund conservation efforts in Texas. The horned lizard plate, in particular, 
funds research and conservation of non-game species such as the iconic horned lizard.

Give every outdoor lover on your list access to more than a million acres of public land—with the Limited 
Public Use Permit—for the ridiculously reasonable price of twelve dollars. 

Permit holders receive twelve months of access to Texas’ wildlife management areas, where they can fish, hike, 
bird watch, cycle, and camp. 

When you give one of these gifts, you delight the receiver, and help support state parks and conservation in 
Texas. 

Wildlife: Whooping Crane Recovery Update

Thursday, December 5th, 2013

Parks and Wildlife biologist, Leeann Linam, has a long history with Whooping Cranes.

11— [chuckles] well, I may age myself here, but we moved to the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge when I was 
12. And so I guess that means about 40 years or so I’ve been involved with whooping cranes.

Whoopers winter at the refuge, where Leeann’s father worked for the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Yet, after 
70 years of conservation—and a low of 15 birds—there are still fewer than 300 members in the migrating 
population.

24 – Part of it is the nature of the animal, itself. Whooping cranes are one of these birds designed to be around 
for a long time. They live 25 to 30 years and more (in captivity). They don’t reproduce until they’re four or five 
years old; they usually only raise one chick successfully per year. So it just takes a while. You just have to be 
patient and provide the right conditions for a long time and then the numbers start to add up.

As their population increases and becomes more widespread, maintaining an accurate tally of the birds becomes 
a challenge. Whoopers are moving farther up the coast away from their traditional wetland habitat.

07 – Some in the rice country in Horton County and most interestingly, in Central Texas, we’ve had some 
whooping cranes wintering in Williamson County.

Tomorrow: where to see migrating whoopers.

The Wildlife and sport fish restoration program supports our series and funds diverse conservation programs in 
Texas… 

Wildlife: Where to See Whooping Cranes

Friday, December 6th, 2013

According to Parks and Wildlife biologist Leeann Linam, sightings of migrating whooping cranes, which winter 
in Texas, started in October. 

21— Mid-October is traditionally the early arrival time. By mid-December they should all be in Texas. So, from 
there, we’ll take a look and see where they’ve chosen to spend their wintering time this year. And they’ll remain 

http://www.conservationplate.org/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/hunt/public/annual_public_hunting/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/hunt/public/annual_public_hunting/
https://passporttotexas.org/wildlife-whooping-crane-recovery-update/
https://passporttotexas.org/wildlife-where-to-see-whooping-cranes/


on those wintering grounds until late February to early or mid-March, when some migration movements will 
start, and by mid-April they’re mostly gone from the state.

Some of the birds are still moving through Texas and depending on where you live – you might be able to catch 
a glimpse of them heading toward the coast.

23 – Well, the center of the migration path probably passes over Wichita Falls, western Tarrant County – Fort 
Worth area – down across Waco, just east of Austin, probably. Then, from there on down to Victoria and the 
Texas coast. So, that’s the center of the flyway. And from that center, 100 miles to the east and the west are the 
greatest possibilities of seeing them. 

Look for a large white bird with black wing tips that’s flying in a group of three to six. If you miss them on the 
way here – you can always catch them on their way back to Canada in spring.

Learn more about whooping cranes and the Whooper Watch program on the Texas parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife and sport fish restoration program supports our series. 

Wildlife/Birding: Christmas Bird Count

Monday, December 9th, 2013

More than a hundred years ago people participated in a time-honored Christmas tradition.

06— People would go out and do what was called a side hunt, and the winning group would come back with the 
biggest pile of dead critters.

How festive. The majority of critters in those piles were birds. Cliff Shackelford, a non-game ornithologist with 
Parks and Wildlife, says conservationists had a better idea.

05—Early conservationists thought that we ought to count birds and not try to collect birds.

Today we have the nationwide Christmas Bird Count. Between December 14 and January 5, volunteers, armed 
with bird lists, head into the field and count birds over a 24-hour period.

15—What people do is they get into teams, and they have a defined 15 mile radius circle that they’re counting 
in, and that circle never moves. The hope is that you would count that circle for decades and decades and over 
time you would see trends.

Different groups pick different days within that three week period to count birds. Researchers use the census 
information to assess the health of bird populations, and to guide conservation action.

05—They might need a full year’s heads up to chew on it and figure out, hey, I want to do this next year.

Go to audubon.org for more information. The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our 
program. For Texas Parks and Wildlife…

Birding: Feeder Watching

Tuesday, December 10th, 2013

https://passporttotexas.org/wildlifebirding-christmas-bird-count/
http://www.audubon.org
https://passporttotexas.org/birding-feeder-watching/


The Christmas Bird count, which takes place from December 14 – January 5 is a project of the National 
Audubon Society where for three weeks volunteers count birds during a 24-hour period in a 15-mile diameter 
circle.

05—But there aren’t any on December 25th—you can’t compete with family time and ripping open presents.

Cliff Shackelford is Texas Parks and Wildlife non-game ornithologist. Volunteers submit their observations to 
the lead person, called a compiler.

05—That compiler then crunches all the numbers and turns in—nationally—a count for the whole circle.

Audubon isn’t the only organization counting birds this winter. The Cornell Lab or Ornithology and Bird 
Studies Canada offer a feeder watcher program for folks who prefer to count birds from the comfort of home.

23—That’s someone that just merely watches out their back window and looks at the birds coming to the feeder 
and just counting those things. It’s a really good niche for someone that’s not able to get out if it’s too cold, or 
you’re just not physically able to get out, or maybe you have a newborn at the house, These are people that 
might have their eyes open watching the feeder and can contribute. 

Find links to more information on the bird count and feeder watch at passporttotexas.org.

The Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration Program… supports our series as well as conservation programs in 
Texas.

TPW Magazine: A Brush with Nature

Wednesday, December 11th, 2013

Texas Parks and Wildlife has a diverse workforce that includes who you’d expect, like biologists and game 
wardens. And then there are the surprises, like Wildlife artist Clemente Guzman. 

09— I walk by Clemente’s desk every morning on my way into my job, and I look over and he usually has some 
incredible painting that he’s working on.

Louie Bond, editor of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine, wrote a poignant story about Clemente for the 
December issue, on newsstands now.

38— So, I stop in and take a look and see what he’s up to and we inevitably get into some great discussion on 
wildlife, and preserving wildlife, and planting native habitat. It’s totally spiritual for Clemente. When you talk 
to Clemente, his eyes light up and you feel his inspiration. He doesn’t just sit and paint. He’s creating. He’s 
creating something with a purpose in mind. He wants to inspire other people to see nature the way he does. And 
to respect nature, and then to foster it and nurture it so that future generations can have the same experience.

See a time lapse video of Clemente working on a stunning piece of artwork at passporttotexas.org.

Outdoor Story: The Cablers

Thursday, December 12th, 2013

Ask Claire Cabler about a memorable time in the outdoors and she’s got plenty. 

http://feederwatch.org/
http://feederwatch.org/
https://passporttotexas.org/tpw-magazine-a-brush-with-nature/
https://passporttotexas.org/outdoor-story-the-cablers/


12—We were at Guadalupe State Park. I was busy playing in the sand. My dad said, “Look up there’s a water 
snake!” and I looked and I saw this sticking thing and I thought that was the water snake.

It seems that Claire’s dad, Dru Cabler, is always pointing out wildlife to her. Even at home.

16—We point ‘em out as soon as we see ‘em if we think she’s never seen one before. We got all kinds of 
creatures just around our house. Deer that come through our backyard. Lots of rat snakes, grass snakes, a 
couple of rattlesnakes. Frogs that jump into our swimming pool. Big Texas spiny lizards, and green anoles. 

And venturing out to state parks together, they find other creatures that aren’t as close to home.

20—We like to go to Guadalupe state park, like she said. 

How about Port Aransas?

We like Port Aransas. We’re going next weekend. So we’ll spend a lot of time outside there on the beach. She 
likes to collect dead fish; stack ‘em up with her friends. Remember that? 

I don’t really remember catching the dead fish but I remember picking up a bunch of shells. I found a full sand 
dollar.

We love hearing about your outdoor discoveries and adventures. Share them with us at 
www.passporttotexas.org.

TPW TV: K-9 Game Wardens

Friday, December 13th, 2013

Texas game wardens are a hardworking group, but this fall, five of them went to the dogs. John Thorne.

11— Parks and Wildlife law enforcement division is starting a new canine program. We looked all over the 
country for the best training, and we came to Utah for the Utah post training academy.

Thorne was among the officers who traveled to Utah earlier this year for an eight-week intensive training 
program with the dogs. Texas Parks and Wildlife TV producer, Alan Fisher was there to document their 
progress.

21—These wardens made a real sacrifice. They were away from their families for eight weeks of this training; 
the training days were long and intense. But you could tell that they really wanted to
have this tool available to them; they really loved dogs and enjoyed working with them. To me that really said a 
lot right there. These are dedicated people and they’ll have some very dedicated
companions with them.

Wardens learned to work with and guide the golden labs that became their partners. 

15—These dogs really do become canine partners with their wardens. They’ll be spending their entire lives with 
them from working every day in the field, as well as retiring with the wardens as their pets when their careers 
are finished.

The K-9 Wardens segment airs on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV Series on PBS stations, the week of 
December 15.

https://passporttotexas.org/submit/
https://passporttotexas.org/submit/
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Angling: Trout Stocking in Texas

Monday, December 16th, 2013

We’re headlong into the holiday season; what better way to celebrate than with rainbows – rainbow trout, that 
is.

13— We do winter stockings when the water temperatures permit it, to provide an opportunity for anglers to 
catch trout in Texas. It’s a species of fish that anglers wouldn’t catch otherwise, so we stock them, and we 
intend them all to be caught out during the season.

Purchase of the trout is funded by anglers, through their purchase of the Texas freshwater fishing stamp. Carl 
Kittle (kitl) is a program director for Inland Fisheries. Drought had an impact on lake levels statewide over the 
past two years, but things are looking up in 2013.

13 – This year, things are pretty well back to normal. It’s very dry out west, but it looks like our normal level of 
stocking in over 120 sites will happen. In fact, we’re looking to stock about 130 sites this year.

Texas Parks and Wildlife plans to distribute approximately 289,000 rainbow trout amongst the various 
locations, including urban neighborhood fishin’ holes. 

07 – We publish a schedule on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department webpage. Look for the winter trout 
stocking link.

Carl Kittle says we stock rainbows in winter because these fish cannot survive our hot summers. So, when you 
reel one in this winter, take it home and eat it.

The Wildlife and sport fish restoration program supports our series and helps to fund rainbow trout stocking in 
Texas.

Angling: Neighborhood Fishing for Rainbow Trout

Tuesday, December 17th, 2013

If you’re an angler who likes to eat what you catch, then now’s the time to reel in a rainbow trout.

14— We stock them at a catchable and eatable size. They are good fighting fish; they’re relatively easy to 
catch. We usually stock them in smaller bodies of water, so they’re a good fishing, catching opportunity and 
good eating opportunity as well.

Carl Kittle (kitl) is a program director for Inland Fisheries, and oversees winter trout stocking in Texas. 
Distribution began this month and continues through February 2014. Purchase of the trout is funded in part by 
city and local governments through the trout partner program.

17 – We’ve been stocking [rainbow] trout around Texas for almost 40 years. One interesting note about trout is 
that we often say there are no established populations of trout in Texas, but actually, way out west in the Davis 
Mountains there’s a small, tiny stream at high enough elevation that there is a reproducing population of 
rainbow trout.

In the rest for the state, however, it’s just too hot to sustain rainbow trout populations year round, and that’s 
why we will stock 289-thousand or so of the trout in 120-130 locations this year…including urban areas. 

https://passporttotexas.org/angling-trout-stocking-in-texas/
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11 – And we have a special program; we actually stock somewhat larger trout in urban areas in our 
Neighborhood Fishin’ Program. And that’s something that you can specifically look for on our web page.

Find the stocking schedule and locations at the TPW website. The Wildlife and sport fish restoration program 
supports our series and funds rainbow trout stocking in Texas… 

Angling: Winter Fishing

Wednesday, December 18th, 2013

Saltwater anglers don’t have to keep their gear in storage until summer.

06—Texas has year-round saltwater fishing and it’s very productive, even in the worst of weather.

While the majority of saltwater anglers cast for redfish, flounder and speckled trout, professional fishing guide 
and outdoor writer, Danno Wise, recommends casting a wider net, so to speak. He says there are plenty of 
different fish in the sea. 

40—Down here in the Rio Grande Valley is the only place in the continental United States outside of South 
Florida there’s a fishable population of snook year round. They’re sensitive to cold so they’re going to go into 
the deeper portions of our bay systems, but because the fish will be concentrated, we have excellent snook 
fishing during the winter time. We also have a substantial amount of beachfront fishing which is kind of 
overlooked. Whiting, which is a simple kind of fish, and the pompano. Very tropical looking species; in Florida, 
they’re targeted very heavily. Fish such as those are plentiful and good eating, and if you want to target going 
out just to get out of the house, relax, and catch a few to take home to eat, those are excellent choices.

Grab your gear and some warm clothes and head to the coast this winter to reel in more than the usual suspects. 

That’s our show…we receive support from the Sport Fish Restoration program…funded by your purchase of 
fishing equipment and motor boat fuel….

TPW Magazine/Invasive: Lionfish

Thursday, December 19th, 2013

Since 1986, scientists have followed the spread of Lionfish from the south Atlantic to the Gulf of Mexico.

04— So far their effect in the Gulf has been minimal; but that will change.

Melissa Gaskill is a science and travel writer living in Austin. She wrote an article about the potential problem 
of Lionfish for the December issue of TPW Magazine, on newsstands now.

11—They’re very voracious eaters, and they eat everything and anything. They eat all kinds of fish; they’ll eat 
anything that can fit in their mouth. And they’ll eat and eat and eat, and just grow and grow and grow. And 
nothing eats them.

We may have saltwater aquarium enthusiasts to “thank” for the current Lionfish situation.

07— Someone probably got fed up with their pet lionfish eating all of their other pet fish and just decided to 
dump them in the south Atlantic.

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fishboat/fish/management/stocking/trout_stocking.phtml
https://passporttotexas.org/angling-winter-fishing/
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In addition to the species’ voracious appetite, it’s also a prolific breeder.

23— They spawn more often than most reef fish; they also spawn in pairs. And when they reproduce, their little 
fishies drift on currents; so it’s inevitable they’d end up in this part of the Gulf given prevailing currents. And 
scientists and divers have been able to watch this gradual and not so gradual spread. They were first seen out 
around the Flower Gardens, and now they’ve been seen closer to our coast.

Tomorrow: managing this invasive species with butter and lemon.

TPW Magazine/Invasives: Eating Lionfish

Friday, December 20th, 2013

Popular among saltwater aquarium enthusiasts, the beautiful and venomous Lionfish – native to reefs in the 
South Pacific –ended up in South Atlantic waters where no predators exist.

06—Mainly nothing eats them because their coloring and their appearance says ‘danger’ to other animals. 

Melissa Gaskill is a science and travel writer living in Austin. Considered invasive, Lionfish – known as 
voracious eaters and prolific breeders—outcompete and eat native gulf species. Gaskill says it’s time humans 
make short work – and dinner—of Lionfish. 

08—This is one of the few fish where authorities encourage you to catch and eat as many as you can. There’s 
no limit; the more the better.

Florida holds Lionfish derbies where people remove the fish in bulk from gulf waters. Gaskill says if you bring 
one to shore, steer clear of the venomous fin tips. She says if you want to eat lionfish without the risk…

21— Well, the easiest way is to get a commercial fishery going and order it in a restaurant. And I think that will 
eventually happen – and it’s delicious, so that will be a good thing. In the meantime, certainly most of the 
derbies people spearfish; and actually lionfish are really easy to spearfish because they don’t dart away. You 
know, they’re top of the food chain type behavior and they just sort of sit there looking at you saying like, ‘Yeah. 
Bring it on.’

Melissa Gaskill’s article on lionfish appears in the December issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine.

TPW TV: The JA Ranch

Monday, December 23rd, 2013

Andrew Bivins uses technology to manage his land.

11— He can tell you what kind of method they used. He can tell you how much it cost per acre. The amount of 
information he’s been able to incorporate into his databases is unheard of.

Bivins is managing partner of the historic JA Ranch in the Texas Panhandle, founded by Charles Goodnight and 
Bivins’ ancestor, John Adair. Texas Parks and Wildlife TV’s Ron Kabele produced a segment for the series 
about this fifth generation rancher.

05—When it comes to using computers and new technologies – Andrew gets it.

https://passporttotexas.org/tpw-magazineinvasives-eating-lionfish/
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Bivins, a 2013 Lone Star Land Steward Award winner uses available GPS technology to keep track of his work 
on the property. This includes removing invasive woody species and prescribed burns to return the land to the 
prairie habitat it once was.

17—It’s a very long-term strategy. It will be my lifetime of working on it – and it will be my son’s lifetime of 
working on it. And hopefully, our grandchildren will have a ranch that’s more of a prairie than what my son 
and I will have.

Bivins has a detailed database of brushwork done on the ranch. Each acre he reclaims for prairie habitat 
translates into untold savings in water.

08— Everything out here is in competition for the little water we get. Pulling the woody invasive species out 
allows more water for the grasses.

This segment airs on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series the week of December 29.

Texas History: Christmas Trees in Texas

Tuesday, December 24th, 2013

The custom of decorating trees for Christmas took root in German villages during the sixteenth century.

07—A lot of Germans, as you know, settled Texas. And they brought a tradition with them of the tabletop 
Christmas tree.

Cynthia Brandimarte is program director for Texas historic sites.

12—When you look at interior photographs of Texas houses, you see many tabletop Christmas trees 
ornamented for the season, particularly in German households in the late nineteenth century Texas.

Ornaments were handmade then, and small gifts often dangled from branches. Eventually, the tabletop conifer 
gave way to larger trees that became “floor models,” and the decorations sometimes mirrored the day’s events.

22—You saw more and more seven or eight feet trees that were placed on the floor. And because we had just 
ended the Spanish American war in victory, there was a fashion in the early part of the twentieth century to 
decorate trees with a few American flags here and there. We have photographic evidence for that. 

If you celebrate Christmas, we wish you a joyous holiday. And if you do not, then it’s the perfect opportunity to 
spend time in nature, because Life’s Better Outside.

That’s our show… we record our series at the Block House in Austin, Texas.

History: Time off in Early Texas

Wednesday, December 25th, 2013

We have something in common with early Texans.

06 – Christmas and the month of December—in large part—was the time when Texans gathered.

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/newsmedia/tv/index.phtml
https://passporttotexas.org/texas-history-christmas-trees-in-texas/
https://passporttotexas.org/history-time-off-in-early-texas/


Cynthia Brandimarte is program director for Texas historic sites. Unlike today when a short trip by car or plane 
will get us to our holiday destination, travel was difficult for early Texans.

09 – And so when you traveled, you tended to stay. People had time at Christmas to do that—to travel and 
spend weeks.

Which makes the few days that most of us get off at Christmas seem like a rip off. And early Texans made good 
use of this block of time.

08 – It was then that they celebrated not only Christmas, but other special events, and planned weddings for the 
month of December.

Since Texas was mostly rural in the 19th and early 20th Centuries, and there wasn’t a lot of farming that could 
happen in December…

15 – It almost gave 19th Century and early 20th Century rural Texans an excuse not to work. And thus to play a 
bit more, and socialize a bit more, than they had time to do many other months of the year.

How will you spend your time off this holiday season? How about making a little time to enjoy the great 
outdoors?

From all of us at Passport to Texas, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year…For 
Texas Parks and Wildlife…

Hunting: Call of the Mild

Thursday, December 26th, 2013

When Lily Raff McCaulou moved from NYC to Bend, Oregon to pursue a career in journalism, her beat 
covered a large rural area. 

05—I was there hoping to write about stories that mattered to them and their community.

Something that mattered to the community was hunting.

14—I didn’t know any hunters growing up – and this was just so far from what I was used to. And there was a 
little bit of a danger element. These were people who knew how to use guns. People who owned guns. There 
was something kind of scary bout that to me.

It didn’t take long for Lily to appreciate how hunting and land stewardship went hand-in-hand, or that her new 
neighbors were committed conservationists who had great compassion for the lives of the animals they 
harvested.

23—So, when I was meeting these hunters, I realized a huge part of hunting for them was being out in the 
environment and interacting with the natural world. And that, as hard as it was to understand, and hard as it is 
to explain, they actually had a huge amount of love for the animals that they hunted. There was not hate – it was 
actually the opposite of that – it was love and respect for these animals.

Tomorrow – Lily takes the plunge and pulls the trigger.

Hunting: Lily Pulls the Trigger

https://passporttotexas.org/hunting-call-of-the-mild/
https://passporttotexas.org/hunting-lily-pulls-the-trigger/


Friday, December 27th, 2013

When you grow up in a hunting family, you learn to (at least) appreciate the tradition. 

06—It was so different from what I grew up with and from anything I knew, that I wanted to know more about 
it.

Journalist Lily Raff McCaulou moved from NYC to Bend Oregon to write for a small newspaper, many readers 
of which were anglers and hunters. To connect with them and the food she ate, Lily learned to hunt.

22—You know, the locavore movement was starting to take hold, and I’d been a meat eater my whole life, and 
was wondering: do I really have what it takes to hunt and kill my own meat. And wanting to know what I could 
get from that experience — and that closeness to my food. So, it was a combination of all these different factors 
that made me decide this is something that I want to try.

It took a year from the time she completed hunter education, to participating in a pheasant hunt during a 
Becoming an Outdoors Woman Workshop. Even so, she wasn’t sure she’d take a shot, but then… 

25—All the other women in my group had shot a bird, and I just started feeling like, ‘Hey, I’ve come all this 
way and it’s been a year in the making, and I want to take a shot, too.’ Eventually, all the stars aligned and the 
dog that I was with sniffed out a bird and held it on point [and when it flushed], and I got it; I took the shot and 
the bird fell immediately. Rather than feeling all the guilt and remorse, I felt empowered.

Lily Raff McCaulou writes about her experience in her book Call of the Mild.

Nature: Crawdads — the Gateway Species

Monday, December 30th, 2013

It all starts with the first catch…

08—Kids don’t start with large mouth bass, they start with crawdads. This is what I call a gateway species; it 
leads to greater nature appreciation in adults.

…but first, you have to go out to get one. Nathan Johnson is coauthor of the field guide, Texas Crawdads. He’s 
worried kids today spend too much time indoors and are missing out on the fun of nature. A lifetime creek 
adventurer himself, catching crawdads seems the perfect way to open kids’ doors to the outside.

16—It’s more than just catching crawdads. They’re going out there and their adventuring. It’s discovery. When 
I was a kid, the geography of my life was defined by which creeks and woods were within bicycling distance of 
my house. We’d considered those creeks our creeks and our woods and we’d explore.

And taking that sense of ownership a step further; he’s encouraged young folks to contribute to conservation 
efforts as well. 

17—I talk to cub scouts and I tell them: you can make a difference, you can begin to record the crawfish of your 
state so that you can increase the awareness and the knowledge and the biodiversity. The work you do is just as 
important as the work that state biologist does with their inventories. All we gotta do is put it in their hands and 
say go.

Leave a comment with your crawdad catching adventures at passporttotexas.org.

https://passporttotexas.org/nature-crawdads-the-gateway/


Fishing: A New Year Resolution for Anglers

Tuesday, December 31st, 2013

We’re on the threshold of 2014, a time when a lot of us make resolutions to do better and be better in the New 
Year. If you’re wondering what to resolve this year—we have a suggestion:

09—Today we have so many things competing for our time, and fishing can be such a wonderful 
activity…resolve to take a child fishing.

Gary Saul is Director of Inland fisheries. He says while grownups take kids fishing to stir their imaginations—
we get just as much satisfaction from the experience.

14—When a child catches a fish…to watch them reel it in…to pick it up and to look at you and then get excited 
about when are we going fishing again… it’s great fun.

And if you’ve resolved to remain faithful to a budget in 2014, you’ll be glad to know it’s free to fish in state 
parks. Some locations even have a tackle loaner program. So resolve to take your kids fishing soon—a good 
time will be had by all.

15–Woo…you’ve got a bass.

Whoa…that’s bigger than mine…I think.

Did ya get him in? Woo, okay. 

Get a catfish?

No, it’s a bass. 

Whoa…my dad gonna be happy.

Our show is made possible with a grant from the Sport Fish Restoration Program…working to increase fishing, 
and boating opportunities in Texas.

https://passporttotexas.org/fishing-a-new-year-resolution-for-anglers/

