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Veteran’s Day Events in State Parks

Tuesday, November 1st, 2016

Veteran’s Day is Friday November 11.

The Sunday after veteran’s Day it is free admission into Texas State parks for everybody in the state.

Aaron Friar, with Texas State Parks, says nobody pays park day use fees on Sunday, November 13.

That’s a really cool way that we’re trying to honor our veterans and our active military. The only caveat is that 
it doesn’t apply to camping fees or activity fees. But all day use fees are waived.

Battleship Texas, offers two events Saturday November 12 to honor Veterans. During the day, join the crew 
aboard ship for a day of patriotic fun! In the evening, experience a 1945 themed victory dance with live music 
on the main deck of the ship, games, food and drink. Period or military dress is welcomed, but not required.

This is for the 18 and up. But, it’s a great tour where you actually get onto the ship and you get to really learn 
about what it was like for day-to-day life for a sailor on the ship. And they’ll take you through it all; they’ll 
teach you all the card games and all the different activities that kept them busy while they were on the ship. So, 
it’s a pretty neat event.

Find a link to ticket information at passporttotexas.org.

Fall Events in State Parks 2016

Wednesday, November 2nd, 2016

Texas has more than 90 state parks, and nearly all offer year round activities for visitors. But fall is by far a 
favorite time to enjoy these natural areas.

It’s cooler weather. The fall foliage changing always brings everybody out. Everybody loves to see that.

Aaron Friar works with Texas state parks.

We do have the fall foliage hikes. Come out and they’ll take you on a hike; they’ll teach you about the different 
trees, which ones are changing, what colors you’re seeing, and what kinds of tree species change at what time

Come for the colorful foliage and stay for the family friendly holiday crafts.

Several parks are doing different kinds of crafts events. One that I think would be really neat is at LBJ—at the 
farm, Sauer Beckmann—you know they have the traditional German family holidays. They’re having cookie 
decorating, and they’re having crafts for the tree—coming up for the Christmas holiday season—as well. So, 
that should be a really fun one in terms of arts and crafts.

No matter where you live, a state park is just a short drive away. Make plans to visit one today.

Find a comprehensive list of all fall, winter and holiday events at state parks in the calendar section of the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife website.
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We record our series at the Block House in Austin, Texas.

Hunting as an Act of Conservation

Thursday, November 3rd, 2016

Hunting is not only a tradition in Texas—it is also a commitment to wildlife conservation.

Hunters started to see declines in certain game species populations and habitat. And realized if they want to 
enjoy perusing game (it doesn’t even have be for harvest), just if they want to see that perpetuated so their kids, 
and future generations can enjoy that, they realized they needed to protect it.

Alan Cain, Texas whitetail deer program leader, says in the early 20th century, hunters chose to conserve 
wildlife through taxation.

In 1937, you had the Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act – called the Pittman-Robertson Act – [signed into 
law]. Basically it’s a user pay system where the hunters said, ‘okay, we’re going to tax ourselves to help pay for 
wildlife conservation.’ And that’s been a huge success. In my opinion, that’s why North America has the best 
wildlife management conservation model in the world – because hunters pay for that.

Hunters pay with the licenses they buy, and the excise tax levied on firearms, ammunition and other equipment, 
which goes directly to fund conservation.

And then the second part of that is that hunters not only play a role in funding conservation that benefits 
everybody, but they also play a role in managing deer populations out there.

By removing deer from the landscape, they help keep habitat in balance for all wildlife.

The Wildlife Restoration Program supports our series and funds whitetail research in Texas.

Busting Myths About Bats

Friday, November 4th, 2016

Bat have been maligned for centuries.

Most people don’t know anything about them because they don’t have any interaction with them.

Fran Hutchins is with Bat Conservation International.

People know a lot about birds, and most people aren’t afraid of birds because they see ‘em all day long. Bats 
are flying around at night when most of us are home sleeping. And unless we see ‘em around a street light or 
dipping down into somebody’s swimming poll to get a drink of water—most people don’t have any contact with 
bats. So, what they know about them is what they’ve seen on TV. And most of the time on TV—especially if it’s 
Hollywood—they’re bloodsucking monsters that are flying in and dragging someone off into the tree line and 
sucking them dry.

There are no blood sucking bats in Texas. And of the 1300 bat species worldwide, Hutchins says only three feed 
on blood.

The rest of them are insect eating bats and pollinating bats, and fruit bats that are really important to us.
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Hutchins adds bats are not blind, they won’t tangle up in your hair, and they do not carry rabies.

People think all bats have rabies—and they don’t. Rabies is a virus that’s out there in the environment that 
bats, as mammals, can get as we do. They’re not carriers. If a bat gets sick with rabies, it dies.

That’s why we never handle bats that are on the ground. They could be sick. Other than that—they are 
beneficial mammals that deserve our respect.

Bat Killing Disease Flanking Texas

Monday, November 7th, 2016.

Discovered 10 years ago in upstate New York, white nose syndrome—a fungal disease that kills hibernating 
bats—traveled a predictable path.

For the previous 10 years it has spread incrementally. From New York State to the neighboring states; one step 
at a time in a very predictable way. And then, all of a sudden to have it show up in Washington State was out of 
sequence.

Jonah Evans is a mammologist with TPW. This year’s discovery in Washington State is the first recorded 
occurrence of WNS in western North America. Prior to that, researchers predicted the disease would eventually 
reach the western states by way of the Texas Panhandle.

In some ways I like to think of it as the enemy has flanked us. We had clear battle lines drawn. We knew which 
direction the enemy was advancing. And all of a sudden, it’s coming from behind us as well. It’s definitely not 
encouraging. It’s actually quite alarming in the bat and white nose research communities.

While researchers do not know for sure how the disease got to Washington, many suspect it may have been 
transported by people. So, prevention starts with cavers.

Especially people who are frequent cavers who might go from one spot to another and then travel to another 
state, and go into multiple caves. We’re really encouraging caving communities and other people going into 
caves to be really cautious and to use decontamination whenever they can.

Find a link to decontamination protocols at passporttotexas.org.

How White Nose Syndrome Kills Bats

Tuesday, November 8th, 2016

White nose syndrome is a fungal disease that attacks hibernating bats.

So, the way that white nose hurts them and is fatal to them is by irritating their skin while they’re hibernating.

Jonah Evans is a mammologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife. A skin irritation doesn’t sound fatal, but 
expending energy reserves is.

Hibernation for a bat is a very narrow budget of energy that they’re trying to make last for many months. And 
the process of waking up, cleaning off your wings, and fidgeting around a little bit, burns off critical energy—
and the result is starvation. They’re just not able to make it through hibernation.

http://passporttotexas.org/bat-killing-disease-flanking-texas/
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It seems not all bats are affected by White Nose Syndrome even if infected.

If a bat does not hibernate, it means that bat is active all winter long. Some of those stay here in the southern 
part of the state, but other ones migrate down to Mexico and Central America. And even if those bats get the 
disease, because they’re active year round, there’s hope that they’ll be constantly replenishing their calories 
and they won’t perish because of the disease.

Mexican free-tailed bats—the ones in the big caves in Texas—are migratory. Currently, Texas is White Nose 
Syndrome free. Yet, as a priority species researchers are doing what they can to understand the issue and to 
develop a management plan should it come to our state.

What are Artificial Reefs?

Wednesday, November 9th, 2016

The Gulf of Mexico has a lot going for it, except for hard substrate, which is necessary to attract marine life.

So, the little bit of hard substrate that we do have out there, we want to maintain and enhance that.

Dale Shively program leader for the artificial reef program at Texas Parks and Wildlife says they use various 
materials—from decommissioned ships and old oil platforms to construction rubble—to create substrate.

We don’t dump anything. We deploy materials. The materials that we use have been vetted, they are stable, 
complex and durable. They’re environmentally safe, and they add to the complexity of the environment that’s 
there.

Shively says it doesn’t take long before the artificial materials “come to life.”

The material immediately attracts marine organisms—especially fish. That’s one of the features. But, what we 
look for is long-term settling of organisms at that reef site. In a short period of time they will what we call ‘foul’ 
the material by growing on it. You’ll get barnacles, and crustaceans and other marine life. Once they settle and 
actually grow onto the structure that creates the basis of the food web. And from there, you develop a complex 
reef environment.

And that enhanced food web means better fishing for all.

Types of Artificial Reefs

Thursday, November 10th, 2016

Artificial reefs created in the Gulf of Mexico provide substrate and habitat for marine life. The distance from 
shore factors into the kind of materials used for the reefs.

Well, in our program we look at the Gulf of Mexico as a whole.

Dale Shively is artificial reef program leader for Texas Parks and Wildlife

As you get near shore, you get into shallower environments; you get into more mud-type environments. As you 
travel farther off shore, you get into deeper water, clearer water, more sand-type environments. The materials 
that we use are related to whatever water depth, and the type of water that we’re working in.

http://passporttotexas.org/what-are-artificial-reefs/
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Rubble may be used near shore whereas ships and oil platforms are best in deep water.

In shallower environments, we need materials that are going to fit within a certain clearance—and that 
clearance is set by the coast guard and by the US Army Corps of Engineers. So, as we travel farther offshore, 
we’ll get into larger pieces of material such as ships and oil platforms. But, we’ll typically use pre-designed 
materials such as concrete pyramids, or man-made materials such as quarry rock, concrete culverts, and things 
like that for the shallower environments.

These reefs, near shore and farther out, attract marine life and create better fishing opportunities for all.

Preparing to Release the Kraken

Friday, November 11th, 2016

The artificial reef team at Texas Parks and Wildlife works on several projects at once. Each with staggered 
timelines.

The whole process [for each] can take several years.

Program leader, Dale Shively says monies for mitigation from the Deep Water Horizon oil spill that came to 
Texas Parks and Wildlife were earmarked to establish new reefs.

One of those is an offshore, deep water ship project. We have a reef site that’s 70 miles out of Galveston in 140 
feet of water that is designed for a ship. Recently, we awarded a contract on a ship that’s currently being 
cleaned in Brownsville, Texas. One of my staff members thought it would be fun to name it The Kraken. I, for 
one, didn’t know what a Kraken was. Later I found out it was a sea monster from various movies and Greek 
Mythology.

Far from being scary, this ship will attract marine life and help to improve recreational and commercial fishing.

So, we’re hoping to have that cleaned and ready to go later this year, if we can get all the approvals in place.

For all the latest information on the artificial reef program, log onto the Texas Parks and Wildlife website and 
use the key words “artificial reef”.

Combat Holiday Calories in State Parks

Monday, November 14th, 2016

We’re standing at the threshold of the holiday season; once we cross over, we’ll encounter sweet and savory 
goodies with which to indulge our taste buds—both at home and at work. But we can balance out excess calorie 
consumption by visiting nearby state parks and engaging in outdoor activities before those treats touch our lips.

Yes. It’s really funny you say that. A lot of our parks, that’s a part of their activities and events that they’re 
putting on. The pre-Thanksgiving hikes and paddles and biking events…just to kind of get you ready for that 
whole holiday family and fun and food and all that.

Aaron Friar is with Texas State Parks. Except for rare occasions—like fire and flood—parks never close. So 
even after the biggest feeding frenzy of the season known as Thanksgiving, Texas State Parks stand ready to 
help all of us digest.

http://passporttotexas.org/preparing-to-release-the-kraken/
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After you’ve had a good time with the family and ate your fill, and you’re wanting to get out there and be a little 
active afterwards, we have parks that are doing hikes and some really cool events to get you out there—to get 
you a little active—after those holiday feasts, you could say.

Don’t take Thanksgiving overindulgence lying down. Find a complete list of pre and post-Thanksgiving 
activities at state parks when you log onto the calendar & events section of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
website.

Challenges for Pheasant in the Panhandle

Tuesday, November 15th, 2016

Pheasant is an introduced game species in Texas.

They were introduced up here starting probably in the 1950s. And then we did more introductions in the 60s 
and 70sto get the population boosted, because they’re such a good species to hunt.

Todd Montandon is a district biologist based in the Panhandle.

They tend to do really well around farmland. That’s one of the reasons they’ve done so well here in the 
Panhandle—because we’ve got lots of irrigated crops and grain crops.

Yet, the drought of recent years took a toll on the species.

In 2007, we saw 2002 birds on our routes, and in 2013 we saw 15. So, it was quite a decrease; and then last 
year we were back up to 210. It’s still not near what it could be or what it was, but we’re getting back.

Montandon is optimistic the Panhandle’s pheasant population will continue its upward trend if weather 
conditions remain favorable. Yet, drought isn’t the only challenge these birds face.

I don’t know if we’ll ever get back to what we were because of the changing farming practices. There’s just not 
as much good quality habitat as there used to be.

More on that tomorrow.

Farming Practices Impact Pheasant Population

Wednesday, November 16th, 2016

Pheasant can make a good living in the Panhandle.

If they can find an area where there’s good grain crops—like wheat, sorghum, corn—and playa lakes that will 
intersect with CRP [conservation reserve program] and the grain crops. That’s really good habitat. The CRP 
and the playa lakes provide plenty of cover, and the grain crops provide an ample food source for them. And 
then the irrigated crops, you know, that will provide a good water source for them, too.

Biologist Todd Montandon surveys pheasant in fall to develop harvest recommendations, noting their numbers 
and distribution.

The change in farming practices has affected where the distribution of the birds has been. Up in the northern 
panhandle you have more grain, sorghum, corn and wheat. And then as you move further south, it shifts over to 
cotton and wheat. And it’s not as conducive to pheasant populations as it is up north.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/calendar/holidays
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Changes in irrigation also play a role in the species’ survival.

Back in the 70s and 80s, most of the irrigating was done with irrigation ditches into the rows. And now, it’s 
switched over to the sprinkler system. And there’s not as much water on the ground as there used to be.

Despite these setbacks, Todd Montandon is optimistic about the upcoming hunting season. Details tomorrow.

Pheasant Hunters May Expect Successful Season

Thursday, November 17th, 2016

Higher rainfall averages in the Panhandle bode well for pheasant hunters this season.

This year I had actually seen clutches in July and August. The past several years I hadn’t seen any babies at all.

Todd Montandon, a biologist based in Canyon, says the area’s seen successful hatches three years in a row. 
Even so, pheasant continue to play a game of catch up after years of drought.

The drought really, really did a number to pheasants. 2011 through probably 2013, there just weren’t good 
nesting conditions at all. There wasn’t any cover. There wasn’t any water on the landscape. Very little insect 
production. So, those nests that were successful, the chicks just didn’t make it to adulthood, because they 
couldn’t find enough food.

Despite the lower numbers of the game bird, Montandon says there are enough adults on the ground for a 
successful hunt, if you know where to go.

Typically, we’re probably going to see the best numbers around the Dalhart, Perryton, Stratford, Gruver areas. 
The Herford area also holds quite a few birds, and I’ve seen some hatchlings over there this year. And then as 
you get down around Tulia and Plainview it starts tapering off.

Pheasant season runs December 3 through January first. Based on current surveys, the recommended bag limit 
is three per day. Find more information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

TPW TV – Gobblers Go East

Friday, November 18th, 2016

A group of 31 eastern wild turkeys recently released in the Angelina National Forest may not be from Texas, 
but they got here as fast as they could. Wildlife biologist, Jason Hardin.

Any of these birds that come into Texas from out of state, we draw blood for disease testing. We’ve been really 
lucky—we’ve had really healthy birds coming in. In addition to that, the University of Georgia is doing DNA on 
all these birds.

Each bird got banded with its own ID number, and joined a four-decades-long restocking effort.

Turkeys were historically found throughout close to 30-million acres in east Texas. So, this is part of their 
historic range. Around the turn of the 20th Century, we lost birds due to over harvest—primarily—European 
settlers coming into Texas. There were no regulations to stop them from harvesting those animals. And no law 
enforcement out there to enforce the few regulations that we did have.
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With the last batch of 31, Texas Parks and Wildlife has introduced about 80 birds to the site. Now they’ll 
monitor their habitat use to determine their preferences, and to ensure their future.

From what we can tell, the birds appear to be doing pretty well. We have some of our highest populations of 
turkeys in east Texas on that site. So, we know that it can be very successful.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS airs a segment called Gobblers Go East the week of November 
20, where you can see the rest of the story. Check your local listings.

Food Week: Keeping Game from Tasting Gamey

Monday, November 21st, 2016

Do you think wild game has an off taste?

Most wild game and fish, if it’s off-tasting, is ruined between the kill and the kitchen, and not in the kitchen, 
itself.

Susan Ebert is a hunter, angler, forager and cook; she wrote the book Field to Table, a guide to growing, 
procuring, and preparing seasonal foods—including wild proteins.

As good as the recipe might be, unless people know how to care for that game from the time it’s harvested, to 
the time that they’re ready to cook with it, they’re going to be disappointed with the results.

A meal of game begins with a clean kill, proper field dressing and getting everything on ice as soon as possible. 
At home…

Venison and wild duck—I will dry age those. Maybe 48 hours. Set them over a drip pan, on a rack. And let them 
just dry age in the refrigerator uncovered, with air circulating around them.

Ebert recommends brining rabbit and feral hog; brine can be as simple as sugar and salt dissolved in water.

Let that brine for a couple of days. Then, sear it over the grill and then either move it over indirect heat or put 
in it the smoker at a low temperature…

Find a recipe from Susan Ebert’s book Field to Table at passporttotexas.org

Food Week: Game Traditions from Mexico

Tuesday, November 22nd, 2016

Before domestication of livestock, wild game was the primary protein for humans on both side of what is now 
the US/Mexican border. In Mexico, venison was of particular importance.

Venison is especially important in a ritual sense as well as a culinary sense.

Karen Hursh Graber is senior Food Editor of the internet magazine Mexico Connect.

The word ‘venison’ in English, and the word ‘venado’ in Spanish – are both from the Latin word ‘venari’, 
which is the verb ‘to hunt.’ So, that’s pretty impressive that the word for deer is the same as the word for hunt. 
It just shows the symbolic hunting imagery of deer in both cultures.

http://passporttotexas.org/food-week-keeping-game-from-tasting-gamey/
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Mexicans, unlike Americans, are more sparing in their use of venison – and all meat wild and domestic – in 
their recipes: such as Salpicon De Venado.

Instead of serving a huge hunk of meat, they’ll serve small pieces, and put it in a taco or in a stew. Salpicon is 
like a cold meat salad – it’s a venison salad. It’s dressed with herbs and spices and they serve it is tacos.

Find Karen Hursh Graber’s recipe for Cold Venison Salad at passporttotexas.org.

Food Week: A French Chef Talks Wild Game

Wednesday, November 23rd, 2016

If you watch PBS television cooking shows, you’ve probably seen this man:

My name is Jacques Pepin.

80-year-old Jacques Pepin is a classically trained French chef, author, and PBS cooking show host. He says in 
his youth, most of the meat he ate came from wild game.

We follow the season, and the season in the fall in France we have the rabbit and the pheasant and the stuff. 
You go to market and see the game hanging.

Jacques Pepin’s final PBS series is Heart & Soul. Before that, it was Essential Pepin. Like all his shows, 
Essential Pepin included a companion book and DVD that was going to include how to skin a rabbit after 
harvest.

But the skinning of the rabbit, they have removed it already so you’re not going to see it. And I knew it. They got 
berserk when they saw it. They said, “Oh my God!” Well, it’s good to get closer to Mother Nature and to 
realize where your food comes from.

It may seem gruesome, but the alternative, says Chef Pepin, is what we have now: generations of people who 
only recognize food if it’s in neatly cut pieces and wrapped in plastic.

I mean, this is pretty scary when you think of it.

Sign up for the Hunt Texas e-newsletter on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website, and learn about hunting for 
your next meal.

Food Week: The First Thanksgiving Texas-Style

Thursday, November 24th, 2016

Spanish Explorer Coronado and his expedition celebrated the first Thanksgiving in Palo Duro Canyon in May 
1541—80 years before the Pilgrims.

And they celebrated by eating the wild game in the area: buffalo, wild fowl, and other things.

Jeff Murrah is an author and sixth generation Texan who writes extensively about Texas history.

http://passporttotexas.org/food-week-a-french-chef-talks-wild-game/
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They [Coronado’s expedition] had been traveling up into New Mexico and across Texas. When they finally 
made it to Texas, they had been in the Palo Duro Canyon area. And there had been some rough weather they 
had recently experienced. They had made it through that with the shelter of the canyon, and they wished to 
express thankfulness.

Murrah says there were 300 in the expedition and their Thanksgiving celebration took place over several days.

I like this Thanksgiving. Not only was it large, but I think it captures more the idea that many cultures 
contributed to. Because when you stick with the whole idea of the Pilgrim’s Thanksgiving, you’re either a 
Pilgrim or an Indian. But here you’ve got Indians, Spaniards, Portuguese, French, Italians, Scots, and Blacks 
in the party. You had people from many different backgrounds all coming together to give thanks.

Why do Pilgrims get all the credit for this feast day?

They did a better marketing campaign?

Happy Thanksgiving from Passport to Texas

Food Week: A British Cook Discusses Wild Game

Friday, November 25th, 2016

British food writer and judge of Food Network TV cooking competitions, Simon Mujumdar, hunts and eats 
game.

I love hunting. And hunting really speaks to the American identity, because without the first Pilgrims coming 
here and being taught how to hunt by the Native Americans, the Wampanoags, America wouldn’t exist.

Based on personal invitations, Mujumdar traveled the US exploring regional food traditions for his book Fed, 
White and Blue: Finding America with My Fork.

I did actually do a little bit of hunting in Mississippi; I went out into the delta, and it was dove hunting season. 
We did some wild hog hunting. We didn’t catch much. I say, no animals were harmed during the making of my 
book.

For Mujumdar, hunting is about putting meat on the table.

I would never go hunting just for sport. But if it’s to put food on the table… And actually, during the economic 
downturn, I have friends all over the country who used hunting to fill their family’s stomachs. And again, so 
that proves it is part of the American identity.

I asked Food Network TV’s Simon Mujumdar if he would ever hunt in Texas.

Well, I go wherever I’m invited. So, if people invite me, then I’ll go. I’m not claiming to be any good. But I’m 
safe. And I love doing it. I love the companionship of hunting.

Count Birds, Help Science

Monday, November 28th, 2016

More than a hundred years ago people participated in a time-honored Christmas tradition.
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People would go out and do what was called a side hunt, and the winning group would come back with the 
biggest pile of dead critters.

Most of the critters in those piles were birds. Cliff Shackelford, non-game ornithologist with Parks and Wildlife, 
says conservationists had a better idea.

Early conservationists thought that we ought to count birds and not try to collect birds.

Today we have the Christmas Bird Count, December 14th through January 5th. Volunteers, armed with a bird 
list and binoculars, head into the field on a specified day to count birds over a 24-hour period.

What people do is they get into teams, and they have a defined 15 mile radius circle that they’re counting in, 
and that circle never moves. The hope is that you would count that circle for decades and decades and over 
time you would see trends.

Everyone turns in their data to a compiler who sorts it out and sends it to researchers; they use it to assess the 
health of bird populations, and to guide conservation action.

Go to audubon.org for more information and to register.

Watch the Birdie (at the Feeder)

Tuesday, November 29th, 2016

Watch the Birdie (at the Feeder)

Tuesday, November 29th, 2016 

The Christmas Bird Count, a project of the National Audubon Society, is December 14 through January 5. 
Volunteers count birds during a 24-hour period inside defined 15-mile diameter circles throughout the state.

But there aren’t any on December 25th—you can’t compete with family time and ripping open presents.

Nongame ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford says if you’re unable to participate in a Bird Count circle, you can 
still contribute to the count as a feeder watcher.

That’s someone that just merely watches out their back window and looks at the birds coming to the feeder and 
just counting those things. It’s a really good niche for someone that’s not able to get out if it’s too cold, or 
you’re just not physically able to get out, or maybe you have a newborn at the house, These are people that 
might have their eyes open watching the feeder and can contribute.

Get in touch with your area Audubon Christmas Bird Count Compiler through the Audubon website.

Contribute to the world of citizen science all year long as a feeder watcher. Just go to feederwatch.org for 
details.

The Wildlife Restoration Program supports our series and funds diverse conservation programs in Texas.

TPW TV – ADA Hunt at Inks Lake State Park

Wednesday, November 30th, 2016
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Hunting blinds aren’t typically designed for people with disabilities. Inks Lake State Park tackled that issue 
by building four hunting blinds accessible to people with physical limitations. Chris Hall is with Inks Lake State 
Park.

We have dropped the windows down to access the height and level of the wheelchair. The carpet is nonskid 
surface, very good noise dampener.

Elias Brown, a first-time hunter, and his dad Chase were among the first to try the new accessible blinds.

My son has a prosthetic leg. So, it’s more accessible to get into it. Even if you can get a person with a disability 
up into a traditional blind, it’s going to be almost impossible for them to move around. So these things are eight 
foot by eight foot, with plenty of head space.

Elias bagged a deer on his first try.

It was my first hunting trip, first shot, and he dropped. So, that was great.

Dad, Chase Brown, says the family will be back.

I have a daughter in a wheelchair and she could easily get there with me and her brother or her mom. It just 
opens up worlds.

And Inks Lake’s Chris Hall predicts more accessible blinds are in the park’s future.

With the increased popularity, the success of this year already, I don’t know exact numbers but I can assure you 
we’re going to start constructing a few more.

View a segment on Inks Lake State Park’s accessible hunting blinds the week of December 4 on the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife TV Series on PBS.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/inks-lake
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/

