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A Tasty Game Day with Parks and Wildlife

Thursday, September 1st, 2016

Summer temperatures are still taunting us—but fall hunting season starts this month, and with it opportunities to 
cook wild game.

For five years Texas Parks and Wildlife’s worked with Central Market Cooking Schools to offer statewide, 
hands-on public cooking classes featuring preparation of wild game and fish at home.

A Texas Parks and Wildlife representative is always on hand to provide attendees with background on the 
agency, conservation, and information about the species on their plates.

Everyone loves bacon wrapped dove breasts on the grill, fish tacos, or venison in a slow cooker in Italian 
dressing. But it’s nice to have new recipes to put the “wow” in your next wild game and fish dinner.

In past classes attendees learned how to make Venison Medallions with Juniper-Black Pepper Brandy Sauce, 
Pot Roasted Pheasant with Cider and Bacon; Vietnamese style baked Snapper; and Braised Rabbit with Wild 
Mushrooms, to name a few.

Folks who register for the Tuesday, September 13, Texas Parks and Wildlife & Central Market Wild Game 
Cooking Class will prepare and eat Wild Boar Sausage Patties; Quail with Wild Rice Pilaf; and Duck Gumbo. 
Perfect fall foods-even if it still feels like summer.

Find registration information at passporttotexas.org.

Helping Veterans and Hungry Texans

Friday, September 2nd, 2016

Now, whenever Texas hunters and anglers buy a new license, they have an opportunity to voluntarily make a 
charitable donation to two different non-profits.

You can make the voluntary contribution of either one dollar, five dollars, ten dollars or twenty dollars to either 
the Fund for Veteran’s Assistance, or to help feed Texas families with a donation to Hunters for the Hungry.

Justin Halvorsen is revenue director at Texas Parks and Wildlife. This new giving opportunity came about 
through passage of SB 1978 and HB 1584 by the Texas Legislature.

It’s through any one of our sales channels. Either online, over the phone, at a retail agent, or any one of our 
parks and wildlife locations.

Halvorsen says if you make a donation, your bill at checkout will naturally go up by that amount.

And then, at the end of every month, it’ll go into a separate pot, and we’ll send it along to those respective 
entities [nonprofits].

If you’re feeling generous, you can donate to both. Of course you may wonder if your donation is tax 
deductible.
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That is a great question. And there will be a receipt that gets printed as part of this that specifically says that 
this is a donation to the Veteran’s Fund or Hunters for the Hungry. And then, really, it’s up to the individual 
and their tax preparer to make that ultimate decision.

You may need to ask for an itemized receipt from retailers. Find additional details on the TPW website.

Call Before Starting Your Wildscape

Monday, September 5th, 2016

As the weather cools, a wildlife loving homeowner’s thoughts turn to creating a wildscape. But before picking 
up a shovel, pick up the phone, and call Texas 811.

Texas 811 is the statewide “call before you dig” service.

Mike Losawyer is President and CEO of Texas 811, a nonprofit organization based in Dallas. He says many gas 
lines—as well as utility lines—lie just below the soil’s surface.

Anytime you’re going to be digging in the state of Texas, call 811 from anywhere in Texas, and you’ll get our 
call center. We’ll take a little bit of background information from you, and we’ll send the utilities out in your 
area, and they’ll come out and mark their underground facilities for free, so you don’t damage them when 
you’re excavating.

Calling Texas 811before you begin work on any outdoor digging isn’t a suggestion—it’s the law.

There is a law regarding this that says you actually need to call two working days prior to beginning 
excavation; we’ll send somebody out to mark those lines. The service is free. It just takes a little bit of planning 
ahead. So, really the gardens, trees, fence post, a mailbox post—any of those things would require that you give 
us a call.

Homeowners who call 811before digging to have underground utility lines marked on their property can plant a 
wildscape with confidence. Find details at Texas811.org.

Your Dream Year Outdoors

Tuesday, September 6th, 2016

Most folks who work indoors all day long wish they had more time to be outdoors.

We can’t give them more time outdoors, but we can certainly make it a lot more fun when they’re out there.

That’s Janis Johnson with Texas Parks and Wildlife. She says anyone purchasing an annual, combo or lifetime 
license can enter a free drawing for a Dream Year Outdoors.

And the way you enter is to buy your license either online or at a local retailer—get your customer number off 
of your license, and simply go to a special web page that we’ve set up on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website 
and enter your information.

So what would this dream year outdoors look like?

It starts with a Cabela’s Celebrity Bass Trip, where you get to go fishing with two of their TV hosts. And this 
will be televised and shown nationally. There are five fishing trips; a saltwater trip—guided. There’s a 
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freshwater trip. There’s a Devil’s River Kayak Fishing Adventure. There’s a Be a Coastal Biologist for a Day 
fishing trip. There’s a dove hunting trip from a premier outfitter. And all of these trips include hotel lodging.

The Win Your Dream Year Outdoors drawing runs through November 30. A winner will be drawn 
December 1.

Janis Johnson returns with additional details on the drawing for a Dream Year Outdoors tomorrow.

A Year of Outdoor Adventures

Wednesday, September 7th, 2016

What if someone gave you a year’s worth of outdoor adventures? It could happen for one fishing or hunting 
license buyer when they enter the Win Your Dream Year Outdoors drawing, through November 30.

Go to a special web page that we’ve set up and enter your information: your email address, your name, and 
your customer number and you’re entered.

It’s free to enter the drawing. Guided fishing and hunting trips are just the start. Janis Johnson, with Texas Parks 
and Wildlife, says priceless outdoor experiences will provide a lifetime of memories for the winner.

We’re also giving these one of a kind experiences that money can’t buy. You can’t buy a trip to go out on a bay 
troll on a research vessel with a coastal biologist. Or to go longline sampling in the Gulf of Mexico to learn 
more about the bay systems and how we keep them healthy and thriving. And, you cannot at this point, buy a 
kayak fishing adventure with a team of TPW biologists on the Devil’s River, which is one of the most pristine 
and beautiful and untouched rivers in the whole Southwestern United States.

The license buyer who wins the Grand Prize also receives a premier dove hunting trip, a shotgun, a trophy 
catfish trip, and $2,000 in Cabela’s merchandise and gear, and more—and it’s all tax free.

And here’s another exciting point. Every trip is for at least two people with accommodations for the travelers.

Find details about the Win Your Dream Year Outdoors drawing on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website, 
search using the phrase “Dream Year”.

How to Sight Your Hunting Rifle

Thursday, September 8th, 2016

Bring a properly sighted rifle into the field this hunting season. You may have your own method, and here’s 
another to consider:

With an unloaded firearm, make initial adjustments on the scope by bore sighting with a device or the naked 
eye. Yet, a shooting range is where real adjustments occur.

Practice with the same ammo you’ll use when hunting. Different brands and cartridge weights vary in 
performance. If you sight in your firearm with one kind of cartridge but hunt with another, you risk missing 
your target. 

At 25 yards and using a paper target with a one-inch grid pattern, shoot three rounds, aligning the scope’s 
crosshairs at the exact center of the target. This three-shot group will reveal how far off center your scope is set.
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Based on the average of your shots, use the scope’s dials, to make adjustments. For vertical movement adjust 
the elevation. For horizontal movement, adjust left and right, called windage. At 25 yards, you can adjust for 
windage, but for proper elevation, it is best to move the target back to 100 yards and shoot three more rounds.

Depending on the average distances you shoot at game in the field, you may want to center your group either at 
the bulls-eye or at one inch high at 100 yards.

Find a sighting demo video at passporttotexas.org. 

The Wildlife Restoration program supports our series. 

TPW TV – Cave People

Friday, September 9th, 2016

Modern day cave explorers duck, climb, crawl, and squeeze their way through the dark and mysterious world 
that exists beneath the surface. Take a cave tour with Jason Hairston at Colorado Bend State Park the week of 
September 11, on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS.

Usually when you’re in your campsite, on a trail, you don’t typically think about what is 20, 30, 40 feet beneath 
you…But what is beneath you is another world. And it’s a world that is ready to explore. And so on cave tours 
here we give people an opportunity for people to get just a little taste of what it’s like to be a cave explorer. So 
we do get a lot of questions and concerns from potential cave tour participants about how challenging is it? Is it 
too tight? Is it going to be too dark? Is it too scary? When you start a cave tour, it’s not something you normally 
do. There’s going to be some discomfort. Maybe a little anxiousness. That’s normal. And that’s part of this 
whole process. It’s working through that. It’s a challenge, right?

The segment called Cave People airs the week on September 11 on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV Show on 
PBS. Check your local listings.

Operation Game Thief Clay Stoppers Shootout

Monday, September 12th, 2016

Operation Game Thief Texas belong to the International Wildlife Crime-Stoppers Association.

And I’m proud to say Texas is the leader. Texas leads because of the way we’re structured and the way we 
operate. Texas offers cash rewards up to a thousand dollars for information leading to arrests and convictions.

Lt. Lewis Rather oversees Operation Game Thief. Generous public support provides money for rewards and 
education.

We have 14 information and educational. We’re very lucky in Texas, and so we’re very thankful to have the 
program.

September 23 a fundraiser—Operation Game Thief Alamo Area Clay Stoppers Shootout—takes place in 
San Antonio. Teams and individuals take aim to raise money for Operation Game Thief.

We have a lot of fun down there. You can come and shoot, and if you’re a top winner, you can win a lifetime 
hunting and fishing license from Parks and Wildlife. We have great auction items. Raffle items. A great lunch 
provided by OGT board member, Jimmy Hasslocher. We have a lot of 4-H youth teams coming to shoot. A lot of 
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our paralyzed veterans and wounded warrior teams are coming to shoot. So, it’s going to be a big event. And if 
you have a chance, come out and support what Game Wardens do for Texas, for wildlife, for all of us.

Find complete registration details for the September 23 fundraiser—Clay Stoppers Shootout Alamo Area 
Clay Stoppers Shootout—at www.ogttx.org

Celebrating Bison at Bison Fest 2016

Tuesday, September 13th, 2016

The official State Bison Herd has more than doubled in size since 1997—that’s when Texas Parks and Wildlife 
took possession of the animals at Caprock Canyons SP.

I believe there were around 50 or so when SP became the caretaker. There’s about 130 or so that are in the 
herd right now.

They’re descended from the original southern bison herd that thundered across the plains before European 
settlers reduced their numbers to near extinction. Donald Beard is superintendent at Caprock Canyons State 
Park, and says more bison are on the way.

We’re getting more cows into the breeding age. So, we’re going to see a population explosion before too much 
longer.

Plus: the Texas Legislature named the bison the state mammal. With all this good news, we need to celebrate. 
So, on Saturday, September 17, the 6th Annual Texas State Bison Music Festival takes place south of the 
park in Quitaque, Texas.

The festival this year will be headlined by Texas icon, Robert Earl Keen. Tickets are $30 for general admission. 
And, the concert starts at about 3 p.m. and the vendors start at about 9 a.m. Come all day and bring your lawn 
chairs.

Campsites are available and there’s a$10 cooler fee. Find complete details and music line-up, plus tickets for 
the Texas State Bison Music Festival at bisonfest.com.

Goliad State Park and Historic Site

Wednesday, September 14th, 2016

About halfway between Victoria and Beeville on HWY 59 South you’ll find Goliad State Park and Historic 
Site.

Well, we have—we feel—one of the hidden treasures in the state park system: the historic Mission Espiritu 
Santo, which is a Spanish mission that was established in 1749. So, it’s one of the oldest sites in Texas.

Jared Ramirez is a park ranger at the site. The moment you walk onto the grounds and see the buildings, you 
feel as though you’ve stepped back in time.

They are representative of the Franciscan missionary style, dating back to the 18th century. They are very 
similar to the missions in San Antonio; situated in a really beautiful site right next to the San Antonio River.

Ramirez says many visitors to Goliad State Park and Historic Site never knew it existed until they passed it 
headed to the coast.
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A lot of people pass us up on their way to the coast; a lot of fishermen on their way to Rockport. Many visitors 
stop and ask, ‘What’s that building?’ And they come in, pay their three dollars, and are really surprised at what 
we have to offer. It really does stand out.

Goliad State Park and Historic Site offers a variety of cultural and recreational opportunities. And we’ll talk 
about those on tomorrow’s show.

Goliad State Park Holds Surprises for Visitors

Thursday, September 15th, 2016

When visitors set foot on the grounds of Goliad State Park and Historic site and see the exquisitely restored 
18th Century Mission Espíritu Santo, they may think the site is intended for quiet contemplation only.

Well, that’s one of the misconceptions people find when they come here.

Jared Ramirez is a park ranger at the site.

They’re coming to visit an historic site, and they don’t realize that we actually have full hook-ups for trailers. 
We have water and electric sites for camping. We have a lot of people that enjoy our paddling trail and fishing 
as well. We have a little bit of everything, and our visitors really are surprised when they come out and see us.

But there’s still an opportunity to delve into the history of the site. Including in November, with the annual Rio! 
Rio! Event.

We’ll have historic reenactors all throughout the Mission grounds; blacksmiths, stonecutters—a little bit of 
everything. We have a few thousand people come to that event every year. What is the point of Rio! Rio! To 
show a little bit about Mission lifeways. The types of materials they were working with back then. The way they 
would cook. The way they would build. Just a little bit about the life in the 18th century.

Find details about Rio! Rio! And other events and activities at Goliad State Park and Historic site—as well as 
all Texas State parks—in the calendar section of the Texas parks and Wildlife website.

Volunteering at Parks: Good and Good for You

Friday, September 16th, 2016

Volunteers donate more than a half-million hours of service worth over $17-million dollars annually to all 
Texas Parks and Wildlife programs.

They get to work with really friendly and knowledgeable staff, and they have a great time just being outside and 
enjoying nature, themselves, as part of their giving back.

Audrey Muntz is the new volunteer coordinator for Texas state parks, and says anyone with an interest can find 
a volunteer opportunity in parks that suits them.

We have hundreds of opportunities throughout the state at state parks. Some of them are one time; some of 
them are short term. And, the majority of them are ongoing.

One of the most coveted long-term volunteer jobs is state park host. In exchange for their services, they receive 
a campground site.
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Those individuals serve up to 24-30 hours a week in exchange for being able to keep their RV in the 
campground. And so they can help with a huge variety of things, from keeping the grounds clean, to fee 
collection. And they are the face of the park in many ways, and help campers get to know and learn the park 
and keep it as beautiful and clean as they can for all of our visitors.

Park host commitments range from two to six months; and, established volunteers often move from one park to 
another.

Operation Game Thief

Monday, September 19th, 2016

Operation Game Thief is a wildlife crime-stoppers program instituted in 1981 by the 67th legislature.

[OGT’s] primary focus was to be able to offer cash rewards up to $1000 for information leading to [the] arrest 
and conviction of violators of Texas’ fish and wildlife laws, therefore, helping our game wardens in the law 
enforcement division [better deter poaching].

Lieutenant Lewis Rather is Operation Game Thief Coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says they 
receive about 15-hundred calls a year.

[It’s been] a very successful way to report our violations. Game Wardens have made many cases due to 
Operation Game Thief.

When an anonymous citizen tip leads to the arrest and conviction of the perpetrator of a wildlife crime, the 
caller receives up to a thousand dollar reward. But, Lt. Rather says not everyone takes it.

A lot of callers say, ‘I don’t want the reward, I just want you guys to go out and catch ‘em.’ That’s what our 
focus. Let’s get the information in as quick as we can, and get it to the game warden as fast as we can—which 
now we do electronically. And catch the violators.

The Operation Game Thief number to call if you spot a wildlife violation is 800.792.GAME. That’s 
800.792.4263.

Tomorrow, the information that’s important to share when reporting a wildlife violation.

Ask a Game Warden: Report Wildlife Violations

Tuesday, September 20th, 2016

It’s officially fall hunting season in Texas. But what if you suspect someone of illegally harvesting wildlife?

If they see something they think is a violation, and they have the contact information readily available, contact 
your local game warden and let them know that [what you observed].

Lieutenant Lewis Rather is Operation Game Thief Coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife. If you don’t 
have your Game Warden’s contact information, then remember this number: 800.792.GAME. It’s the 
Operation Game Thief hotline.

It’s operated 24/7, and our dispatchers will take those calls and get them out to the game wardens immediately, 
electronically.
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Callers remain anonymous. Before making the call, Lt. Rather says be prepared to provide as much information 
as possible about the incident. Remember: your safety is paramount.

If you have your phone available, and you can take a picture of the license plate number of the vehicle—take a 
clear picture of that. Maybe a picture of the violators, if you‘re at a safe location where you can do so. Also, a 
description of the violators; a good description of what the violation is you think. Where it’s located. And even 
a description and the color of the vehicle. And one of the most important things, if the vehicle is starting to 
leave, and you call Operation Game Thief with the information, give them a direction of travel and tell them 
when they left. And make sure you have a good cell phone number for the dispatcher, in case a game warden 
needs to call you and ask more questions.

If you spot a wildlife violation call 800.792.GAME. That’s 800.792.4263.

Leave a Wild Legacy for Texas

Wednesday, September 21st, 2016

To ensure Texas’ beloved wild places and wild things exists beyond their lifetime, some people make planned 
financial gifts.

Planned gifts are gifts that an individual can make in their will or estate plan.

Merrill Gregg, Director of Legacy Giving at Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation, says the foundation raises 
private funds to support Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s mission.

We’ve been the recipient of planned gifts that we hadn’t necessarily known about in advance. And it made us 
realized that, we needed to make our mission more known to people—that they could leave gifts to us in their 
will or estate plan after they’re gone.

A bequest—a few lines in a will or estate plan that sets aside a cash amount—is the most common gift form, yet 
there’s no single template for planned giving.

There are also ways in which you can gift life insurance assets, retirement assets; you can give a gift of real 
estate. You can even leave personal property to the foundation after you’re gone. So, it doesn’t necessarily need 
to be a cash bequest, or a gift of securities. There are many different ways in which your assets could be used to 
benefit the mission of the foundation through a planned gift.

We have a link to more information about Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation’s planned giving program 
at passporttotexas.org.

John Graves Legacy Society

Thursday, September 22nd, 2016

Planned gifts to Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation from people who love of Texas will help to ensure the 
future of our natural and cultural resources for generations to come.

The people that approach us about planned gifts, have such strong feelings towards the mission, and love the 
idea that they can leave a wild legacy through a gift to the Parks and Wildlife Foundation after they’re gone.

Merrill Gregg, Director of Legacy Giving, says Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine’s October issue has more 
information about Legacy Giving.
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As well as an insert where people can fill in their contact information and send it back to the Foundation. We’ll 
reach out with additional information on the different types of planned gifts that might be appropriate for you.

Individuals who make planned gifts are remembered via the newly formed John Graves Legacy Society.

And this society is named after John Graves, who was a beloved writer. His book Good-bye to a River, is 
celebrated by conservationists as raising awareness about the critical need to protect Texas’ natural resources. 
So, we thought naming our Legacy Society after someone who had left such an incredible legacy on 
conservation would be a wonderful tribute to him, and also inspire others to embrace that same conservation 
ethic.

Find a link to more information about Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation’s planned giving program at 
passporttotexas.org.

TPW TV – Pecos Pupfish

Friday, September 23rd, 2016

In the unforgiving terrain of Far West Texas lies the Trans Pecos. Much of the aquatic life that’s adapted to 
survive in the waters of this harsh Chihuahuan Desert Region are found only here.

Because of lack of water and loss of habitat we have a lot of fish in West Texas that are threatened.

Such as the Pecos pupfish. Fisheries biologist, Ken Saunders works in West Texas monitoring the species.

So we have about three miles left of creek left in the whole state of Texas that has the Pecos pupfish in it. So we 
are going to be taking DNA samples and shortly we’ll be able to know whether we still have that fish here or 
not.

We join Saunders as he evaluates Pecos Pupfish during an upcoming segment of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
TV Series on PBS.

The science we are doing is really important because it gives us an idea of how the population of fish are doing. 
Are they declining? We wouldn’t know that if we didn’t come out here quarterly, throughout the year to monitor 
the population.

The Pecos pupfish is just one fish…in one area…of one desert. Why does it deserve our attention?

It’s part of the natural system, and every time we lose part of our natural system we lose part of us. It’s our 
world, if we don’t take care of it what are we going to have left….

View the segment on the Pecos Pupfish on the Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series on PBS the week of 
September 25. The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series.

Drawing for a Lifetime License

Monday, September 26th, 2016

The cost of a hunting or fishing license is money well spent. But, what if you could enjoy these activities for a 
lifetime—free? Enter the Lifetime License drawing from Texas Parks and Wildlife and you could find out.
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A lifetime license gives a winner the opportunity to hunt and fish for the rest of their life without ever buying 
another license in Texas.

Marketing specialist, Nicole Goodman oversees promotion for the drawing, which previously took place in 
summer & fall. They’ve since added a third drawing, and moved them all to fall.

The deadlines to win are September 30th, October 31st, and November 30th. The winners will be chosen the 
following business day, and any entry that’s not chosen, will be automatically entered in the next drawing.

Entries are available where you buy licenses; the $5 fee goes toward conservation projects in Texas.

And that [enters you to win] a license that’s valued at eighteen hundred dollars, and you won’t have to buy 
another license ever again.

Seasoned outdoorsmen and women can extend the benefits to their kin.

Yeah, the really great thing that we’ve seen is a lot of our winners—if they’re older—they will transfer their 
license to their kids or their grandkids so that they have the opportunity to use it for years to come.

Find details on the Lifetime License Drawing on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Why We Hunt

Tuesday, September 27th, 2016

Most of us hunt to put food on tables. It’s not that we don’t care about conservation or hunting heritage, we 
do—the money hunters spend on the activity pays for conservation. It’s just that our motives are more practical 
and philanthropic.

Let’s start with philanthropy. The nonprofit organization Feeding Texas oversees the Hunters for the Hungry 
program, which distributes thousands of pounds of hunter-donated venison to charitable feeding programs 
statewide.

This quality protein helps to nourish hungry Texans. Many of whom are children and elderly who would not 
otherwise have access to fresh meat. Learn more about Hunters for the Hungry at feedingtexas.org.

Now for practicality. We’ve wised up over the years and pay more attention to where our food comes from and 
how it arrived at our tables. The best way to know with certainty: harvest it for ourselves.

That’s why we hunt. To know where our food comes from, and to feed our families the healthiest free-range, 
sustainable protein possible. These animals lived good lives, and in death provide for us.

Hunting is about food culture, and has been since the beginning of humankind. Learning to hunt to feed 
ourselves and others is a worthy pursuit.

When you’re ready to learn, visit the Texas Parks and Wildlife website, and search for mentored hunts.

A Good Time for Birding in Texas

Wednesday, September 28th, 2016
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Texas is a birder’s paradise almost any time, but certainly in winter, and Texas Parks and Wildlife’s non-game 
ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford knows why:

We are on the receiving end for a lot of our continent’s breeding birds that have to winter in mild climates; 
water birds that can’t handle water that freezes over – and we don’t have a lot of that in Texas especially the 
farther south you get.

Migratory species begin flocking to Texas in fall, and come to be our winter birds.

In the fall we get a lot of shorebirds we don’t see in the summer months that have bred up in the tundra. Then 
come your woodland birds – a lot of the vireos, warblers, tanagers… start pouring through in October. A lot of 
the raptors [that don’t stay, they only pass through]; things like Broadwing Hawks, Swaisnons Hawks, 
Mississippi Kites –they’re pouring through up until October. Then the sparrows really pour in starting in 
October and November. So, really by mid-November, most things are in place – where they’re going to be – for 
the next several months.

We tell you where some of those places are on tomorrow’s show.

Winter Birding Hot Spots in Texas

Thursday, September 29th, 2016

Birders in the know travel to south Texas in winter.

Wow. The Mecca down there is The Valley. And the three or four counties along the Rio Grande are just the 
powerhouse for winter birding in Texas.

Cliff Shackelford is a non-game ornithologist for Parks and Wildlife.

Birdwatchers from all over the country – really all over the world – are going there to see birds that are 
stacked up and wintering in big number, because it’s very mild down there. Cold snaps are very unusual and 
that’s why there’s a lot of agriculture – like citrus that doesn’t handle freezes very well at all. But, where there 
is remaining thorn scrub habitat or riparian woodland that can be just really excellent birding in the 
wintertime.

Shackelford says while the Rio Grande Valley is “the mecca” when it comes to sheer volume and varieties of 
overwintering migratory species in Texas – it’s not the only place.

Wildlife Trail Maps

Friday, September 30th, 2016

Texas Parks and Wildlife non game ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford says you don’t have to travel to the Rio 
Grande Valley to see a wide variety of birds this winter.

We have the wildlife viewing trails all across Texas. These are hot spots that you can find easily that might be 
close to you or near where you’re going. And they’re available for people to go and look at birds [and other 
wildlife].

Find the wildlife viewing maps on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website. Cliff says Texans can plan a winter 
birding “staycation” with minimal planning.

http://passporttotexas.org/winter-birding-hot-spots-in-texas/
http://www.theworldbirdingcenter.com/
http://www.theworldbirdingcenter.com/
http://passporttotexas.org/wildlife-trail-maps-4/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/


You can attract a lot of winter birds to your backyard. You can do something as simple as putting out a bird 
feeder and a birdbath. Or better, creating a wildscape, which is gardening for backyard wildlife. And we do 
that in our yard and we get so many white-throated sparrows that stay the winter with us because we have 
provided them with the cover that they need. We have a lot of berry giving shrubs, so we get a lot of cedar 
waxwings, and American Robins wintering with us. So, you can attract a lot of things in your backyard and 
have a really good time.

Find birding information and the wildlife viewing trail maps on the Parks and Wildlife website.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/how-to-purchase.phtml

