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Cooking Fish with a French Twist

Wednesday, July 1st, 2015

Since the French flag flew over Texas, and since the area they originally colonized was on the Texas coast, and 
since Bastille Day, which celebrates the beginning of the French revolution is July 14, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife, with Central Market Cooking Schools statewide, is holding cooking public classes on July 14 that 
feature seafood with a French twist.

08—I love the saltwater as well as freshwater. But the saltwater you have more variety. You never know what 
you’re going to pull up. It’s exciting – like Christmas morning.

That’s Cindy Haenel, an avid angler and a staff chef at the Austin Central Market Cooking School. Snapper, 
shrimp, and striped bass will take on the flavors of France during the class. The key to preparing any fish dish to 
perfection—French or otherwise—is to not overcook it.

22—Most people, if they don’t like the taste of fish, it’s probably because they’ve overcooked it. And, as it 
cooks, and the oil of the fish starts to come out of the flesh, it burns very, very quickly. So, if you will undercook 
your fish, or protect that fish with either a salt crust, or even if it just has a little butter, or some kind of fat on 
the outside it still protecting that fish while it’s cooking.

A Texas Parks and Wildlife representative will be on hand to discuss the various species on the plate as well as 
coastal fishing in Texas.

Find a Central Market Cooking School Registration at passporttotexas.org.

July Fourth Festivities in Parks

Thursday, July 2nd, 2015

Celebrate our Nation’s Independence this weekend at a nearby Texas State Park. Parks throughout the state are 
offering a variety of activities for the whole family July Fourth.

Celebrate the 4th of July the old fashioned way at the Sauer-Beckmann Living History Farm at LBJ State Park 
in Johnson City in the Texas Hill Country. Cavort with the chickens and cows and see re-enactors in action; yes, 
there was life before smart phones.

In East Texas, Daingerfield State Park will be hosting a Dutch oven cook-off competition on July 4th. Prizes 
will be awarded for best Main Dish, Dessert, and Kid’s Cooked Dish.

Martin Dies, Jr. State Park, also in East Texas, wants you to bring your decorated bike, trike, strollers and 
wagons for a patriotic parade around the Park on July fourth. The Parade begins at 10:30 am and travels around 
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the Bee Tree and Broken Bowl campsites/shelter area. Campers are encouraged to decorate their sites and stand 
outside to cheer on the cyclists. Stay afterwards for games and hot dogs.

And if a July Fourth firework display is what you’re after, find them at the birthplace of Texas– Washington-
on-the-Brazos State Historic Site–as well as the Texas Fresh Water Fishers Center in Athens.

After the Floods

Friday, July 3rd, 2015

Memorial Day floods swept through communities in Texas taking lives and homes, and they also struck more 
than 50 state parks.

05– And so, we’re going to have a lot of rebuilding and restoring in the weeks and months, and really, years 
ahead.

Carter Smith is Texas Parks and Wildlife Executive Director. As the rivers and creeks along many state parks 
recede, park employees are assessing the damage and are grateful that no one was injured. Yet, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife will feel the loss of revenue from visitor fees, which pay about half the cost to run the state park 
system.

08– Because of the diminished visitation–because the parks simply aren’t accessible now or will be in the near 
future–that’s going to have a significant impact on the agency.

However, there is hope for recovery.

16– Looks like the Legislature is going to provide some significant capital funding this session, but we are 
going to obviously have to look at re-prioritizing it. Address the tyranny of the urgent. And right now the 
tyranny of the urgent is all of the flooding that resulted from this horrific Memorial Day Flood event.

Keep up with park recovery progress when you visit texasstateparks.org.

Great Texas Birding Classic Breaks Records

Monday, July 6th, 2015

The Great Texas Birding Classic, which wrapped up on May 15 following a month of non-stop, statewide 
birding action, was a huge success, says Texas Parks and Wildlife nature tourism coordinator, Shelly Plante.

16-This year’s Great Texas Birding Classic was absolutely the best yet. We had a hundred teams for the first 
time ever, and with that we were able to raise more money than we’ve raised in a long time. So, we will donate 
$25,000 dollars in conservation grants this ear–which is a 40% increase over last year’s donation.

Grant money goes to projects that enhance or preserve native bird habitat statewide, and winning teams 
designate which projects receive the funds. Plante says while birders find it rewarding, she rewards birders that 
make her smile, with the Make My Day award.
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13-While all of these teams are out in the field and having a really great time, a lot of my job is behind the desk, 
taking care of data entry. And so, if a team name crosses my desk that just made me laugh out loud, or giggle a 
little bit–I felt that I should reward that because they brightened my day.

Teams like the Double-Stuffed Orioles, Hot Wings, and the Bird Dogs–a team that actually brought their dogs 
with them–among others got this recognition from Shelly Plante.

Find a list of conservation projects that received grants at passporttotexas.org.

Birding Classic Winners Fund Conservation

Tuesday, July 7th, 2015

Who would pay an entry fee to compete in a tournament in which the winners must agree to give away their 
prize money? Birders: that’s who. More specifically, teams of birders that take part in the Great Texas Birding 
Classic.

15-This year we raised $25,000 for conservation grants. And those will be given as a 10-thousand dollar grant, 
and three 5-thousand
dollar grants. So we’ll give four grants total throughout the state of Texas. And this is what teams are 
participating for: winning teams are who get to select what projects get funded.

Shelly Plante coordinates the event, and says it’s a win-win for birds and birders. Birding classic winners fund 
habitat projects that, in turn, create better birding opportunities for everyone.

04- That’s their privilege, that they’re vying for the chance to pick the project.

In the 19 years of the tournament, winning teams have donated more than eight hundred and forty-four thousand 
dollars to habitat projects throughout the state.

18- These grants have definitely gone to some well-known projects for birders. And if you go to birding hot 
spots throughout the state, you’ll see that birding classic money has been spent at many of these areas. From 
High Island Sanctuaries to Pakery Channel near Corpus Christi in the Coastal Bend, at Estero Llano Grande 
State Park.

Find out what birds the Great Texas Birding Classic teams saw this year, who won, and which projects the 
winners designated to receive grant money when you go to birdingclassic.org.

Changing Face of Conservation

Wednesday, July 8th, 2015

We use the word conservation, but what does it mean?

09—Really, what we’re talking about, is managing our habitat, and our wildlife—our natural resources—to fit 
the goals that we have for our ecosystems.

That’s urban wildlife biologist, Kelly Simon.

13— Environment is never static. It’s never still; it’s always in motion. In conservation what we try to do is 
guide that motion of the habitat in the best possibly way—based on what we know.
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We know that “changing times” inform where we choose live and how we interact with the natural world.

18— Things have changed an awful lot since may the 1800s to now. Used to we were a very rural society; most 
people lived out in the country on the land, and a few people lived in the cities. And now, it’s completely flip-
flopped, and we’ve got almost all the people living in cities, and very few people living right there on the land.

As rural residents we intuitively knew the value of resources like game animals, and how to take what we 
needed while maintaining the natural balance. In the late 19TH and early 20th Century, as farm clothes gave 
way to fashion trends, wildlife landed in the cross hairs, thus threatening some species.

06— Back in the early 1900s it was very fashionable for women to have these grandiose plumes in their hats.

How procurement of those plumes from migratory birds led to collaborative conservation efforts.

The Women Who Saved Migratory Birds

Thursday, July 9th, 2015

At the turn of the 20th century fashionable women wore hats decorated with feathers, wings and even entire 
taxidermied birds.

08- What began to happen was, a huge amount of hunting of specific migratory birds for their plumes–and their 
plumes only.

Urban Wildlife biologist, Kelly Simon, says unregulated market hunting to meet the demand led to destruction 
of whole bird breeding colonies.

13- And people began to realize that the effect of this unregulated taking of wildlife was putting a lot of pressure 
on the natural populations of these animals. So, they were declining at an alarming rate.

In 1896, after reading an article describing the plume trade, Boston socialite Harriet Hemenway, convinced 
women of social standing to stop wearing feathered hats, and to join the society for the protection of birds. 
Their efforts led to The Migratory Bird Act of 1918, which outlawed market hunting and interstate transport of 
birds.

09- We decided it was important for us to have wildlife as a resource that was available to everyone: to feed 
their families, to enjoy, to watch.

Other conservation laws joined the Migratory Bird Act, including the Pittman-Robertson Act of 1937, whereby 
hunters asked Congress to impose an excise tax on the sale of firearms and ammunition products to help fund 
wildlife conservation in the US.

TPW TV: Laborcitas Creek Ranch

Friday, July 10th, 2015

Landowners, like Rolanette and Berdon Lawrence–of Laborcitas Creek Ranch in Brooks County–are 
responsible for transformative conservation in Texas.

03-When I come on this ranch, I get goose bumps.

https://passporttotexas.org/the-women-who-saved-migratory-birds/
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That’s Texas Parks and Wildlife biologist Randy Fugate, who provides technical land assistance to the 
Lawrence family.

08- It’s so impressive to see all of the improvements that have occurred here since they owned the property–
from what it used to look like–25 years ago.

The Lawrence’s received the 2014 Lone Star Land Steward Ecoregion Award for South Texas. Berdon 
Lawrence says when they bought the ranch it was an overgrazed piece of property that didn’t support much 
native wildlife.

13– The cattle had just about eaten all the grass. No place for quail to hide, and for the does to hide the little 
baby deer. And so, the
predators would often get the little baby deer and the little quail.

They invented a device called the “quailorator.” Ranch manager, David Kelly, says pulled behind a tractor, the 
quailorator gently aerates and improves the land for its namesake species.

09- Right here in this quaileratorated area, we have [native grass] clumps for nesting and cover. And right over 
here, we have aerated
parts that will provide food for quail.

Watch a segment on Laborcitas Ranch next week on the PBS Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series. Check your 
local listings.

06- And it’s nice to be able to preserve the wildlife that’s been here for maybe millions of years.

Feral Swine: Bad for Texas

Monday, July 13th, 2015

The morning after Memorial Day, I spotted a group of feral pigs in a field. They’re usually nocturnal; perhaps 
flooding from heavy rains forced them from their hidden wallow.

14-Feral swine–or feral pigs–are not native to north America. They’re basically domestic swine gone wild, 
which have interbred with Eurasian wild boars, which were brought over in the 1900s, mainly for hunting 
purposes.

Wildlife biologist, Donnie Frels says more than 2.5 million of these hybrid animals roam Texas, causing 
extensive economic and environmental damage.

14- It’s been estimated by the Extension Service, that each year, Texas realizes about $50-million dollars in AG 
damage alone caused by feral swine, and about $200-million dollars in total damage each year.

Feral pigs are omnivores, and eat plants, insects, amphibians, reptiles, and even small mammals.

12- They compete with our native animals for acorns, fruits and mast during specific times of the year, which is 
how they negatively impact many of our game species.

How we’re attempting to control feral pigs. That’s tomorrow.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series.

https://passporttotexas.org/feral-swine-bad-for-texas/


Hunting Cannot Control Feral Swine

Tuesday, July 14th, 2015

Hunting is not an ideal means of control for feral swine.

09- Although they’re very good to eat, and we have very liberal means and methods to take feral hogs, it’s just 
not proven effective as a control measure.

Approximately 2.5 million feral hogs roam Texas; wildlife biologist, Donnie Frels, researches controls for feral 
hogs at the Kerr Wildlife Management Area.

11- They have been documented in just about every county in Texas, although we see higher densities in eastern 
Texas, along the coast, and in South Texas.

Frels is among a group of researchers studying the use of sodium nitrite in a bait matrix as a control method. 
The compound is toxic to swine as it reduces their blood’s ability to carry oxygen.

13- We began investigating sodium nitrite as a potential toxicant back about 2010; since that time we’ve come a 
long way in bait development.

We need up to 70% control of the swine annually to hold the population stable from one year to the next. Frels 
says the ultimate goal of his study is to develop bait that is economical and environmentally safe.

10-We would like it in a pelleted form that a landowner or land manager could utilize themselves, within a 
specific feeder, so that it doesn’t provide access to non-targets.

Commercial availability is still several years away.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series.

Using Sodium Nitrite to Control Feral Swine

Wednesday, July 15th, 2015

When feral hogs ingest sodium nitrite, it reduces their blood’s ability to carry oxygen.

08- We are attempting to exploit that in order to use sodium nitrite as a possible control measure in feral swine.

Since 2010, Texas Parks and Wildlife biologist, Donnie Frels and colleagues have been developing and testing 
sodium nitrite baits to
control feral swine.

12- What we’re currently doing, is looking at several different bait formulations that are hiding the taste of 
sodium nitrite and see which one of those is most effective.

The bait delivery system is one only hogs can access. Ironically, sodium nitrite is a compound used to preserve 
sausage and bacon. Although humans and most other mammals have an enzyme that effectively reduces sodium 
nitrite toxicity, Frels says he and his colleagues are cautious.

https://passporttotexas.org/hunting-cannot-control-feral-swine/
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14-There are still a lot of things we have to investigate when it comes to using this as a toxicant. And one is 
concerns about residuals in tissues, secondary consumers, and how long this will last in the environment.

Preliminary results indicate low residuals in hog meat, so if a hunter bagged a hog that consumed the toxicant, 
the meat would still be fine to eat.

06-Because sodium nitrite is a food preservative, it is safe for human consumption.

It will be several years before the bait is commercially available. The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration 
Program supports our series.

Wildscaping for Wildlife

Thursday, July 16th, 2015

Putting out feeders is one way to attract wildlife to your yard. A better way is to create a wildscape.

04-What a wildscape is, is landscaping for wildlife.

Ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford, says this includes native plants that provide food and shelter; most urban 
yards, however, traded native habitat for lawns.

18- So, any little help you can [give] by putting in a wildscape really helps. And even if you don’t have a yard, 
you can do a wildscape on your patio with pots. I have seen hummingbirds go up to the 6th floor balcony of 
condos where someone has showy plants that say, “hummingbird come up here.”

A variety of berry and nectar producing plants will draw wildlife to your yard–or balcony.

17- You want to always stick to natives because they’re acclimated to the soil and the weather and the rainfall 
that you’re going to give them. And then, you want to make sure that they have some value to wildlife: that 
they’re going to give you the nectar to attract butterflies; they’re going to have
berries at the right time when the cedar waxwings come, and so forth.

Fall is the best time to plant native trees, woody shrubs and perennials. But you can start planning your 
wildscape now.

Giving Back to the Land

Friday, July 17th, 2015

One of Frank Gore’s earliest outdoor memories is of sleeping on the floor of a duck blind under his father’s coat 
when he was just 4 years old.

03- I come from a long family history of duck hunters.

The tradition continues with his kids and grand-kids on his Jackson County property, which he bought in 2007.

07- We wanted a place for the family to hunt. But, it became much more than that over time. It’s actually turned 
into a chance to give a bit back.

https://passporttotexas.org/wildscaping-for-wildlife/
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About 20 miles from Palacios, the Gore Family Farm is in the flyway; Mr. Gore converted it from rice and 
cattle production into wetlands and upland habitat; restoration work that earned him a Lone Star Land Steward 
Award.

16- In the cattle grazing days, they had planted Bermuda grass and it was pervasive; it was really detrimental 
to the native songbirds as well as the upland birds we were trying to foster on the place. So, we began the 
process of habitat restoration and rehabilitation.

In the end, landowners like Frank Gore preserve Texas– natural heritage for their descendants, and all Texans.

14- The main justification [of the restoration work] is so that my grand-kids will know what a covey of quail 
sound like calling each other in the morning. And, what it looks like to send up 300 ducks off of a pond, and 
watch ’em whirl around and come back in. And that’s something your money just can’t buy.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series.

TPW Magazine: Bass Fishing at Night

Monday, July 20th, 2015

The stars at night are big and bright in Texas, and so are the bass. They’re big, anyway. It seems the biggest of 
the big come out when the sun goes down.

07- Talking with a number of people who practice fishing at night, I got a lot of tips on where and why and how.

Larry Hodge, with the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens compiled tips on bass fishing at night for 
an article in the July issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine. According to the guides and anglers he 
interviewed, big fish come into the shallows at night, because that’s when the food arrives.

25- At night, the bait fish–shad, primarily–minnows, crayfish, and other things that know that daytime is the 
dangerous time to be out because you might get eaten, tend to move up into shallow water at night because it’s 
safer–until a big bass comes along. So, there’s more food at night available up in the shallow water, and the 
bass know that, so that’s when they go fishing.

Tomorrow, Larry Hodge returns to tell us the best place fish for bass at night, and the gear to have with you 
when going after the big one.

05– Use heavy line. Heavy equipment. And be prepared to do battle with a really big bass.

The Sport Fish restoration program supports our series.

Battling Big Bass at Night

Tuesday, July 21st, 2015

When the sun goes down, angling for big bass in shallow water picks up–particularly on one lake.

05- Lake Fork. That’s the lake in Texas that has the most really big bass.

Larry Hodge, with the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center says in the 1980s and 90s, fishing guide John Hope 
put radio transmitters on big bass–including ShareLunkers–to track their whereabouts day and night.
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21–And one of those fish, was a fish named Wanda. He followed her for three years on Houston County Lake, 
and found that during the day, she was in deep water and was not interested in any kind of lures that anybody 
showed her. But at night, she’d cruise around the shoreline in shallow water, and he and his don caught her–a 
total of six times.

Fish hear everything that goes on for hundreds of yards around them, which is why many fish go to quieter, 
deeper waters in the daytime; once things calm down,
they emerge to feed in the shallows. Hodge says if you’re going after big bass, bring the heavy duty gear.

18- [When] night fishing, most people are best advised to use braided line, perhaps even as heavy as 50 pounds. 
Dark lures. Big lures that move a lot of water, because bass can’t see it–but using the lateral line they can feel 
it move through the water. And be prepared to do battle with a really big bass.

The Sport Fish restoration program supports our series.

Before Summer Ends, Take the Family Camping

Wednesday, July 22nd, 2015

It seems summer just got rolling, and now August and the new school year is nearly here. It’s time to make the 
most of what’s left of summer, and camping is the perfect way to do that. With state parks throughout Texas, 
your destination is just a short drive away.

Most state parks have campgrounds, and some of those have water and electric hook-ups. Some parks even 
accommodate RVs for those who wish to bring a little piece of home with them to the great outdoors. Check 
ahead to see what RV connections are available at your campsite.

For the pampered camper, check out state parks that offer cabin and lodge rentals. Historic landmarks and 
secluded ranches make for a relaxing getaway.

When tent camping, remember to properly dispose of food waste to discourage unwanted animals visitors; and 
always pack out what you pack in.

Whenever you’re outdoors, remember you are not just a visitor, you are part of the natural world, and as such, it 
is your responsibility to keep it healthy and inviting to others.

If you’ve never been camping before, consider attending a Texas Outdoor Family workshop where Texas Parks 
and Wildlife staff teaches you and your family the basics in a fun-filled weekend.

Swimming Opportunities at State Parks

Thursday, July 23rd, 2015

From spring-fed rivers to Texas-sized lakes, to diving in a pool, Texas State Parks offer swimming 
opportunities. Spring floods affected many natural swimming holes, so call ahead to find out about access and 
safety. Meantime, parks with public pools were largely unaffected.

Abilene State Park in the Panhandle has a large swimming pool and pavilion built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps decades ago, which continues to provide visitors with summertime swimming and a 
separate wading pool for children.
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Balmorhea State Park welcomes swimmers to the crystal-clear water of the world’s largest spring-fed 
swimming pool. Swim or just relax under the trees at this CCC created historic park in arid West Texas.

In Far West Texas, Indian Lodge, within the boundaries of Davis Mountains State Park, has a lovely facility 
for its guests, who can relax poolside with a cool beverage or snacks from the lodge’s restaurant.

Bastrop State Park, in Central Texas, entices campers and folks from the surrounding area to its pools for 
summertime fun. The pool opens at noon daily.

While Goliad State Park and Historic Site in South Texas doesn’t offer swimming on premises, it is available 
across from the park, at a junior Olympic swimming pool, operated by the city of Goliad.

Wherever you are, there’s still time to get wet in the wilds of Texas this summer.

TPW TV: A Fish Called Ethel

Friday, July 24th, 2015

Ethel was a big girl from Lake Fork, and the first largemouth bass entered into the Sharelunker program in 
1986.

06— And if you’d ever seen a picture of Ethel, she was as big around as she was long.

The Sharelunker program works to improve and grow bigger largemouth bass. Ethel was a 17.67-pounder 
caught and donated by fishing guide, Marks Stevenson. She served the program well, and changed the face of 
bass fishing in Texas

Former Director of Inland Fisheries, Phil Durocher, says bass fishing in Texas was very different before Ethel.

17— Back before ’86, bass fishing was primarily fish caught for food. People kept the big fish, and released the 
little fish. And we realized the larger fish were so valuable that we had to change the direction from a 
consumptive sport to recreation.

They brought Ethel to the Tyler fish hatchery where her survival was touch and go, says David Campbell, who 
oversaw the Sharelunker program from the beginning until his retirement in 2012.

13— This fish did not eat for a long time. My concern was if this fish died, it may kill the whole program. And I 
spent hours at night with a sunfish or something on a string and dangling it in front of her and she just sort of 
was sitting there looking at it.

She eventually, and literally spawned the success of the Sharelunker program. Learn more about Ethel and her 
legacy in a segment next week on the PBS Texas Parks and Wildlife TV series. Check your local listings.

Hunting License Deferral

Monday, July 27th, 2015

People interested in hunting, born on or after September 2, 1971, must take a hunter education training course. 
However, Nancy Herron, says there is a way around it—at least temporarily.
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09—Anyone who has not been certified by the time they turn seventeen, can go and get a deferral. They must 
buy a hunting license, and ask for deferral type 1-6-6 at the point of sale. 

Herron is director of Outreach and Education. The deferral allows people to hunt as long as a certified licensed 
hunter accompanies them.

05—And if you like it, go get certified; you have by August 31st of the current license year to do that. 

It costs $10 for a deferral. The deferral program started in 2005, and about 10-thousand people sign up each 
year.

14—It offers an opportunity for someone who has not hunted before to give it a try and it brings in lapsed 
hunters. If they’ve been out of hunting for awhile, and didn’t get certified, they can come in, take the deferral, 
and then have an opportunity to get back into the outdoors.

A deferral may only be obtained once and is only valid until the end of the current license year; after that, 
hunters must complete the certification course.

Find hunter education information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife Restoration Program supports our series.

Need for Spanish Speaking Hunter Ed Instructors

Tuesday, July 28th, 2015

The average age of Texas hunters is mid-forties. As these hunters decrease their time in the field, some increase 
their time in the classroom.

05—Some become [hunter education] instructors, and really want to give back to something they’ve enjoyed all 
throughout their lives.

Nancy Heron is director of outreach and education at parks and wildlife. She said the program has a need for 
instructors with special skills.

12—Parks and Wildlife has a lot of constituents who are bilingual, and who just speak Spanish. We are looking 
for bilingual instructors that are able to teach the hunter education program in Spanish and English.

The Spanish speaking population in Texas is growing, and Parks and Wildlife wants to ensure this group has 
easy access to hunter education, and a great outdoor experience.

11—We certainly could use those instructors to help us reach those constituents that we normally wouldn’t be 
able to reach. And, we do want to offer them [Spanish speaking constituents] an opportunity to get out in the 
outdoors and enjoy it. 

We have information on becoming a volunteer Hunter Education instructor at passporttotexas.org.

The Wildlife Restoration Program supports our series.

Hunt Harvest APP
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Wednesday, July 29th, 2015

The My Hunt Harvest APP, which allows hunters to report their harvests, debuted in time for spring turkey 
season. Hunters who bag Eastern Wild turkeys must report their harvest at physical check stations, which can be 
miles from their lease.

16—And we did great this year. We had a lot of reports through that app. And next year it’s actually going to be 
the only alternative. You can use the app on your phone, or you can actually go on Parks and Wildlife’s 
website; go to our turkey page and report your harvest that way.

Jason Hardin is upland game bird specialist with Parks and Wildlife and turkey program leader for Texas. One 
goal for the app was higher reporting compliance.

12— We’re always concerned that if we have a check station in the county, and it’s halfway across the county—
or all the way across—are our hunters taking the time to go across the county to report that bird. So, with the 
app, the check station is in the hunter’s hand.

Preliminary results are positive; even Rio Grande hunters used the app. The My Hunt Harvest App provides real 
time data, which benefits researchers and hunters, alike—whether hunting turkey, quail or deer.

17— It helps us understand and track how the harvest is going throughout the season. If something is going 
slow, we might be able to look at weather patterns, and try to explain some of that. It also just helps us with our 
relationship with the hunters. This day and age people want immediate information, immediate data, and we’re 
able to provide that more efficiently using this technology.

Download the My Hunt Harvest app free from the Apple app store and Google Play. The Wildlife restoration 
Program supports our series.

Invasive Tilapia: Defeating by Eating

Thursday, July 30th, 2015

When you hear the word tilapia, you may think of a savory meal with lemon and butter sauce, but you probably 
don’t think of the term “invasive species.”

11—The tilapia are great to eat. They’re raised as a food fish, and they’re quite tasty. They’re quite popular in 
restaurants. But the problem is when they’re in our natural waters they are upsetting the ecosystem.

Tilapia, found in Texas for decades, originally came here as a food source, and raised in fish farms. Eventually 
the fish ended up living wild in Texas waters.

What makes them invasive? Gary Garrett, former inland fisheries biologist with TPW, said tilapia pose a 
potential threat to largemouth bass and other native species.

16—They build big pit nests and in doing that they stir up a lot of the settlement. And it’s been shown, for 
example, with large mouth bass, all that sediment stirred up and settling back down will often kill largemouth 
bass eggs.

When the tilapia does this, they can potentially damage the entire ecosystem because of the intricate nature of 
the food chain.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/game_management/turkey/
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Parks and Wildlife has state regulations for tilapia, but because they exist throughout Texas, they are difficult to 
control. But if you like to fish, Garrett says there is a way you can help.

03—Don’t throw them back. If you catch them, keep them.

Next time you catch a tilapia, turn on the grill and get cooking. You’ll be doing yourself and the Texas 
ecosystem a flavor.

Save Snags for Wildlife

Friday, July 31st, 2015

A snag is a standing, dead tree.

08— Most homeowners don’t like them because they can be a problem if it’s about to fall on the house, or the 
car, or the playscape.

Texas Parks and Wildlife ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford, recommends removing snags that pose risks to 
safety. However…

13— If that dead tree is not going to fall on anything—it’s full of life. It’s where the woodpeckers are feeding 
because there are beetles therein; it could be where the owl is going to perch that is going to eat the rodents on 
your property.

Cliff shares how he handled two dead trees in his yard.

17— We measured how far they were from falling on anything—like the house. So, one of them was 21 feet from 
the house; I made them cut it down to 19 feet. So, that way, if it fell over, it wasn’t going to be able to even jump 
that extra two feet and hit the house.

Cliff Shackelford says his reward for sparing the snag is great wildlife viewing and extra money in his pocket.

14— When we left that trunk of the three—that 19 feet—we saved money. Because, that’s the heaviest part of 
the tree to haul off. So, we saved several hundred dollars by just leaving that 19 foot of the trunk; and the 
wildlife love it.

Plus, he chipped the broken limbs, mixed them with horse manure, and once it aged, had garden mulch. Find 
more wildscaping tips on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Take the Pledge, Receive a State Park Guide

Monday, August 3rd, 2015

If you’re a state park user, or plan to be, and don’t have a free Texas State Park Guide in your vehicle’s glove 
box, what are you waiting for?

12- That guide has full descriptions of each park; it includes helpful tips like where to go and what to pack, 
which parks have playgrounds, which parks have pools. That sort of information.

And isn’t that what we all want when planning a state park outing? Thomas Wilhelm works with parks, and 
says there’s more than one way to get your hands on a guide.

https://passporttotexas.org/save-snags-for-wildlife/
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12-So, you can pick up a state park guide at any state park. You can also pick it up at any TXDOT Travel 
information center. Most Convention and Visitor’s Bureaus or Chambers of Commerce across the state also 
carry them.

No time to pick up a guide? You can get it in the mail.

14- Through the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. If you got to takecareoftexas.org, you can take a 
pledge to take care of Texas, and they will mail you–free of charge–a state park guide.

When you sign the pledge, you promise to be a good steward of Texas’ water, air and land–which you already 
are, right? So get your hands on a Texas State Park Guide and go outside and enjoy what you treasure about the 
Lone Star State.

State Park Guide: Don’t Explore Texas Without It

Tuesday, August 4th, 2015

If you love the Texas outdoors, you may wish to keep a copy of the Texas State Park Guide in your glove box.

13- I recommend picking one up and keeping it in your car or RV. There’s an index in the back. You can 
basically search by each activity of facility that you’re interested in, and easily find which parks meet your 
needs.

Thomas Wilhelm, with state parks, says they’re available at parks, TXDOT Travel centers, and many 
Chambers of Commerce.

18- There’s information on some of the local wildlife. There’s a section with maps for each major city, so it 
shows which parks are nearby. There’s a suggested packing list. There’s a whole section on softer 
accommodations [not tent camping], so which parks have cabins, screen shelters, yurts. That sort of thing.

Before school starts, head to a Texas State Park. And with a State Park Guide in hand, you’re ready for 
anything.

23- You know, a lot of times what people imagine a state park may offer is just the tip of the iceberg. You may 
not realize all of the other facilities and accommodations that even the park you go to all of the time may have. 
So, this makes it really easy to see exactly what a park offers. Plus, it’s pretty to look at. There are pictures of 
each park. And you really get a good feel of what makes each park unique. Just get out there and visit. We’d 
love to have you.

Time for Drawn Hunts

Wednesday, August 5th, 2015

It’s time to put in for drawn hunts. The drawn hunts system is online only; adult application fees are $3 per 
adult, except Private Lands and Guided Hunt categories, which are $10. No application or permit fees for youth 
applicants or supervising adults on Youth Only hunts.

16—Our applications are not all at one time; they’re actually distributed through the month of August into 
January. We have regular gun/deer in September, and feral hog and exotics…and some of the later hunts for 
feral hog and spring turkey will actually go into December and January.

http://www.takecareoftexas.org
https://passporttotexas.org/state-park-guide-dont-explore-texas-without-it/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/parkguide/?page=home&lang=en
http://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/parkguide/?page=home&lang=en
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Kelly Edmiston, public hunting coordinator, says selection notification will be faster than ever.

20— We will probably be able to draw one to three business days after a deadline because we’re not having to 
rely on data and mail and late arriving applications. Before you had to get it here by 5 o’clock the day of the 
deadline. Now, because it’s online, you’ll basically have until that last day – probably up until 11:59 [p.m.]—to 
be able to submit an application.

Preference points of the past are loyalty points today.

22— You can now apply more than once within a category. Your loyalty points will still apply to each 
application you submit in that category equally. So, if you have five preference points for a
gun/deer either sex category, and you submit three gun/deer either sex applications, each at a different area, 
you’re going to get five points on each of your three.

Find a full list of the applications deadlines on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Volunteers are Valuable at Texas State Parks

Thursday, August 6th, 2015

Volunteers donate more than a half-million hours of service worth over $17-million dollars annually to all 
Texas Parks and Wildlife programs.

08— They get to work with really friendly and knowledgeable staff, and they have a great time just being 
outside and enjoying nature, themselves, as part of their giving back.

Audrey Muntz is the new volunteer coordinator for Texas state parks, and says anyone with an interest can find 
a volunteer opportunity in parks that suits them.

08— We have hundreds of opportunities throughout the state at state parks. Some of them are one time; some 
of them are short term. And, the majority of them are ongoing.

One of the most coveted long-term volunteer jobs is state park host. In exchange for their services, park hosts 
receive a campground site.

23— Those individuals serve up to 24-30 hours a week in exchange for being able to keep their RV in the 
campground. And so they can help with a huge variety of things, from keeping the grounds clean, to fee 
collection. And they are the face of the park in many ways, and help campers get to know and learn the park 
and keep it as beautiful and clean as they can for all of our visitors.

Park host commitments range from two to six months; and, established volunteers often move from one park to 
another.

Tomorrow: Short term opportunities to help flood ravaged parks.

Flood of Volunteers Help Repair Parks

Friday, August 7th, 2015

Texans are not afraid to roll up their sleeves and pitch in when their state parks need them: such as after the 
Memorial Day Floods.

https://passporttotexas.org/volunteers-are-valuable-at-texas-state-parks/
https://ec.volunteernow.com/recruiter/index.php?class=VolunteerNavigation&recruiterID=1353&act=CONTROL:OPP_SEARCH_LINK
http://tpwd.texas.gov/spdest/park_host/
https://passporttotexas.org/flood-of-volunteers-help-repair-parks/


04– A lot of our friends groups are leading a lot of those efforts.

Audrey Muntz is the new volunteer coordinator for Texas state parks. She says the opportunities are many.

07– Especially for areas where there has been major trail damage, or major damage to work areas or 
campgrounds.

The floods may have happened three months ago, but volunteer opportunities to get them sorted are ongoing. 
So, if you thought your chance to help had passed–you’re in luck!

12– And so I know, Ray Roberts has an ongoing effort that will be ongoing throughout the fall. Brazos Bend 
and Blanco are also having their friends groups run those. And a lot of our other parks have had groups come 
out and are up and going. 

Audrey Muntz recommends checking each park’s Facebook page for the various one-time volunteer 
opportunities.

She says you can also log onto the Texas Parks and Wildlife website and register to become a volunteer, receive 
updates, and search a wide variety of available projects.

That’s our show for today’ We record our series in Austin at the Block House; Joel Block engineers our 
program.

TPW TV: Spice on Fish

Monday, August 10th, 2015

Next week, Texas Parks and Wildlife’s Tim Spice takes viewers from pole to platter, when he cooks up crappie 
filets outdoors on the Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS TV series.

After cleaning, deboning, skinning and drying the fish…

11- We’re going to lightly prep it with a little bit of salt and a little bit of fresh pepper [grinding pepper]. Just a 
little bit of pepper, though, because crappies are really nice delicate fish, and you don’t want to overpower it.

Next, he dredges the fish in plain cornmeal.

05- I was raised with simple cornmeal; and you’ll get a great fish flavor just this way.

Buttermilk added to the cornmeal makes a thick batter, but if you want to taste the fish, Spice says: less is more. 
A camp stove supports a cast iron skillet with hot oil.

15- Alright. We’ve got that temperature right where we like it– about 275. Now, we’re just going to take our 
fish and put ’em right in the oil. Watch your fingers so you don’t splatter that hot grease. We want to cook the 
crappie for about two minutes on each side. Nice light brown; that keeps it nice, moist, and tender on the inside.

The filets are done and ready to serve in no time.

08– You want to know how your fish are done? Here’s a simple test: take a fork, and if you can break apart the 
flakes–that means your fish is done.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/involved/volunteer/spdest/
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For an even lighter dish, Tim Spice demonstrates a pan seared, herb rubbed fish recipe the week of Aug. 17 on 
the TPW PBS TV series. Check your local listings.

Water and Wildlife

Tuesday, August 11th, 2015

Water affects nearly everything Texas Parks and Wildlife does.

06— We manage the state’s fish and wildlife resources, and of course, they need water to live and thrive.

Cindy Loeffler is water resources branch chief at TPW.

11— Our state parks—people who want to recreate on water—it’s important to have flowing rivers and streams 
and lakes with water in them. And people. We need water. So, everything we do is affected by water.

After five years of devastating drought, Texas finally received substantial rainfall Memorial Day weekend; but 
it was too much, too fast. It caused flooding in parts of the state, which resulted in loss of property and life. 
Even so, it left behind a glimmer of hope.

22— There are benefits to the ecosystem. So, everything from seeing rivers flowing once again—reconnecting 
with the floodplain; very important for the riparian vegetation along rivers and streams. Flushing out some of 
the nuisance aquatic species… These rainfall events are sort of like resetting a clock when it comes to our 
thirsty ecosystems across the state.

Now that we have water—what’s next? Find out on tomorrow’s show.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series.

Water World Texas

Wednesday, August 12th, 2015

After Texas’ 5-year drought, the rainfall Memorial Day weekend was like resetting nature’s clock…

04- When it comes to our thirsty ecosystems across the state.

Cindy Loeffler is water resources branch chief at Texas Parks and Wildlife.

08- The bays and estuaries, with their characteristic salinity levels, having a flush of fresh water–especially at 
this time of the year–is ideal.

That flush of fresh water will, in time, help improve the productivity of the bays, which serve as nurseries for 
many of our sport fish species. Yet, Loeffler says productivity could decrease before it rebounds.

10- We may see some setbacks, in terms of impacts to oysters–if the water is too fresh for too long. But long 
term, we’re very excited about what it means for our coastal estuaries.

Conditions across the landscape have improved, too.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/tvwhere.phtml
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20- One just needs to look out the window, or go outside, and just see how green everything is. All of the 
vegetation is just very healthy and thriving. Importantly, our pollen producing plants, nectar producing plants, 
important food sources for insects-butterflies, bees, birds-lots of critters we depend on in Texas.

What are the short and long term effects of this new water windfall?

02- That’s a really great question.

And we try to answer it tomorrow.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series.

After the Floods

Thursday, August 13th, 2015

A year ago this time, the majority of the state was in the throes of exceptional drought. That changed Memorial 
Day weekend 2015 when the skies opened up over Texas.

10- The official status from the US Drought Monitor is that Texas is about 92 percent drought-free right now, 
which we haven’t seen in many, many years.

And this is good news, says Cindy Loeffler, water resources branch chief at Texas Parks and Wildlife.

11- That’s not to say that every part of the state is completely drought free. If you go up into the Texas 
Panhandle, there are still some regions up there that would dearly love to have a bit of this rainfall.

For areas that received extreme rainfall, changes are evident, and biologists are optimistic about the short and 
long term affects.

20- Many of our reservoirs have been so low that you couldn’t even access via boat ramps to go fishing. And so 
now that situation has been improved. And then a lot of the terrestrial and wildlife biologists are very excited 
about–not only the conditions now–but going into the fall, for deer, white-tailed deer, mule
deer, migrating waterfowl–that kind of thing in the fall.

You won’t have to wait long to see those outcomes, as fall is right around the corner.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series.

Drought Improves Fishing. What?

Friday, August 14th, 2015

By 2011, Texas was in a record drought. And just when we were about to cry “uncle”…we got rain… lots of 
rain.

05— In Texas we talk about a state of constant drought periodically broken by floods.

Cindy Loeffler is water resources branch chief at TPW. The Memorial Day storms caused flooding, but they 
also brought lakes back to life.

https://passporttotexas.org/after-the-floods-2/
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09— This recent heavy rainfall really revitalized many lakes across the state. Not only the lakes themselves and 
the fisheries, but also access to our lakes.

Dave Terre, with Inland fisheries, says most boat ramps are accessible again, and stocking is back on track.

15— As a matter of fact, in 2011 at the peak of the drought, about 35% of Texas reservoirs, large reservoirs, in 
the state had little to no boat access. Now, today, we’ve regained most of that boat access back, so people can 
not only get on the water, we’re also going to have great fish populations in a couple of years.

Ironically, fishing will be great because of the drought.

30— When lake levels get really low, generally lakes lose habitat. And what we need is—we need habitat in the 
lakes to ensure fish that are spawned every year survive to a larger size to eventually be caught by anglers one 
day. TPW actually did some plantings of terrestrial plants in the dry lakebeds in anticipation of these lakes 
coming up to provide fish habitat. So when lakes rise, they inundate all sorts of terrestrial vegetation that grew 
in the lakebed when the lake was dry; when the lake comes up, we have an abundance of fish habitat.

Thanks drought!

The Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series.

Outdoor Story: Snorkeling the San Marcos River

Monday, August 17th, 2015

It’s a rare individual who—once introduced to the outdoors at a young age—doesn’t continue their relationship 
with nature long into adulthood.

Lisa Korth is no exception. With a lifetime of outdoor adventures to draw from, she’s chosen a recent memory 
to share with us today.

35—Well, I grew up around water, and one of my favorite memories is a recent memory: snorkeling in the San 
Marcos River. It’s one of my favorite places to snorkel because the clarity of the water is just so magnificent. 
It’s just really clean and pristine. And, when you snorkel, it’s like being in another world. And just being under 
water and getting an up close view of that underwater world is just really magical. A friend of mine recently 
compared it to riding a roller coaster. And I agree. Just that exhilarating feeling of being in the 
water….pushing you downstream…seeing all of the plants and fish. It’s just really, really amazing.

Now it’s your turn. Visit passporttotexas.org and share your outdoor story with us.

We record our series at The Block House in Austin, Texas and Joel Block engineers our show.

Lone Star Land Steward: Big Woods

Tuesday, August 18th, 2015

In 1995, Dr. Robert McFarlane bought 1,500 acres 90 miles southeast of Dallas along the Trinity River near 
where he hunted and fished as a kid. Since then he has
pieced together an additional 6,000 acres of river bottom, open marsh wetlands and upland hardwoods, which 
he named Big Woods.

https://passporttotexas.org/outdoor-story-snorkeling-the-san-marcos-river/
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08- I try to keep the Big Woods true to what I see as the laws of nature. It’s a place where you can go and be in 
the wild and see the animals and just be.

When Dr. McFarlane acquired the property, it was highly-fragmented and over-grazed. During the last 20 years, 
he’s walked the land daily, and worked tirelessly to improve aquatic and terrestrial resources.

07- We have 40 to 45 marshes, and over a hundred miles of roads. We plant about 50 food plots.

Dr. McFarlan’s effort to restore this area of the Trinity River is representative of what it means to be a good 
steward of the land, which may be why he won the 2015 Lone Star Land Steward Leopold Award.

15- When I started buying all this land, and I sold what stocks I owned, my friends thought I was crazy. And 
they were correct. I think this was a form of insanity, but I think it was a beautiful insanity, and I’m happy to 
have been crazy.

Learn more about the Lone Star Land Steward program and Dr. McFarlane’s contribution to habitat on the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife Restoration Program supports our series.

Cats and Birds Don’t Mix

Wednesday, August 19th, 2015

Pet cats are a pleasure until they leave a half-eaten bird on the welcome mat.

02—You can’t take the killer out of a cat.

Ornithologist and cat owner, Cliff Shackelford, says cats always follow their natural instincts.

05—Even a well-fed cat is going to still kill things, and it won’t even eat it; it’s very wasteful.

Cats take a big bite out of bird populations annually, which is why they’re better as indoor-only pets.

11—The estimate is in the millions of birds killed per year in the US by cats. And that’s feral cats and pet cats 
combined.

Cats are not bad; they’re simply out of place in the natural environment. And, bird-loving cat owners sometimes 
unwittingly enable their outdoor cat’s brutish behavior.

17—Sometimes we encourage them by putting the feeder a little too close to the shrubs, and the tall grass, 
where the cat can hide in to pounce on the bird at the feeder. So, you want to make sure you keep your feeders 
away where the cats can’t get to the birds, or the birds have a chance to flee.

Not convinced it’s best to keep kitty inside? Well, animal experts agree that indoor cats have better, longer 
lives.

13—If you love your cat keep it indoors; it will live longer, it won’t fight with other cats, it won’t get run over. 
So, I have cats and they stay inside. They like to look at birds; they just do it on the inside of the glass—looking 
out—like I do.

https://passporttotexas.org/cats-and-birds-dont-mix/


Flooding and Aquatic Invasive Species

Thursday, August 20th, 2015

Texas lakes and rivers are full and flowing again thanks to an influx of water brought on by heavy spring rains. 
The downside is we could see the spread of invasive species as a result.

06- We always have to be vigilant about invasive species: zebra mussels…giant salvinia…water hyacinths…

Inland fisheries’ Dave Terre says improved water levels and boat ramp accessibility means more boaters on the 
water. He adds everyone must do what is in their control to prevent the spread of these species.

09- Make sure that you clean your boats and trailers; and dry your boats–and drain your boats–before going 
onto other water bodies. It’s the law.

Cleaning, draining and drying boats–that’s within our control. Mother Nature is not. When she soaked Texas, 
it’s possible she also flushed zebra mussels downstream.

25- Certainly, we’ll be monitoring that situation through time, but at this point it’s really unknown what impact 
these floods will have on the spread of zebra mussels across our state. But, anglers and boaters still need to be 
mindful about spreading these species by boat. [Clean, drain & dry] is the one thing we do have control over, 
and one thing that we can do. We’re always concerned about invasive species trying to keep them out of our 
water bodies. So we need to control what we can control.

Find information about invasive species at texasinvasives.org.

The Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series.

Early Texas Life…and Sausage

Friday, August 21st, 2015

Buying ready to cook food wasn’t an option for early Texans. Most grew vegetables and raised animals to feed 
their families. Timing was everything when processing certain foodstuffs.

05-Things like this butchering that we’re doing today, or making sausage, has to be done in the wintertime.

Summer heat would spoil fresh meat. The Sauer-Beckmann Living History farm, at the LBJ State Park and 
Historic site, interprets early Texas life.

05-What we’re doing on a daily basis down here is just trying to show you how people would have lived a 
hundred years ago.

Which means this early 1900s farmstead did not have the benefit of refrigeration. If families wanted bacon or 
sausage in summer, for example, they had to plan ahead and make it during the cooler months of the year.

05-Because a lot of the meats we prepare, they take about ten days to cure.

Attempting to cure meat in 10 days of Texas– summer heat would raise a stink. Staff uses 60 % beef to 40% 
pork when making sausage, a favorite of the German families that settled Texas Hill Country communities.
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10-You know, these people ate a lot of lard, they ate a lot of fat. But they were working so hard that it really 
didn’t make them fat, because they burned it all off. They worked their way through all those calories.

Something to consider next time you’re in air conditioned comfort, eating a sausage sandwich, unbuttoning the 
top button of your jeans.

Don’t Blame the Cormorants

Monday, August 24th, 2015

When we have bad luck, it’s human nature to blame a scapegoat. Some freshwater anglers do this when the fish 
aren’t biting by blaming the double-crested cormorant.

08-And what they do is they look to their side, and they see a bunch of these dark colored birds fishing, and 
they’re successful, and the angler’s not.

Naturally, the cormorants must be eating all the sport fish, right? Wrong, says ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford.

17-Our decline in fishes are not because of cormorants, it’s probably because of drought–and also golden 
algae is another cause for fish declines. So, there have been studies on the cormorant, and they found that most 
of the cormorant’s diet is non-game fish [like gizzard shad].

No offense, but some cormorant haters may need to step up their games.

06-Let’s not blame the cormorant on fish declines. It could be your equipment. Maybe you’re not doing the 
right thing. (chuckles)

Unconvinced of cormorants’ culpability regarding creel contents? Then shift your fishing forays to the warmer 
months only.

16-Our biggest numbers of double-crested cormorants in Texas is in the colder months. They start arriving in 
October and stay into March-April. They’re wherever there’s open water: stock tanks, stock ponds, aquaculture 
facilities.

Remember: a bad day of fishing is better than a good day at the office…even when the cormorants catch more 
fish than you do.

Stocking Lakes After the Floods

Tuesday, August 25th, 2015

With so many reservoirs catching water from late spring rains, fishing in Texas is going to be better than ever in 
both the short and long term.

10- Texas was blessed with an abundance of water. And thanks to good, creative planning, we were able to 
redirect many thousands of fish to our lakes of greatest need.

Dave Terre, with Inland Fisheries, says lakes with increased water offer improved stocking survival…

08- …because of all this additional habitat. So, we’re able to divert those resources to those lakes to ensure that 
we have quality fishing for years to come.

https://passporttotexas.org/dont-blame-the-cormorants/
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This year, Texas Parks and Wildlife plans to stock between 6 and 8 million Florida largemouth bass.

17- A lot of those fish are going to the lakes that need it the worst. For those lakes that we can’t get to this year, 
we’re going to go ahead and get to them next year, or the year after next. Texas has about a thousand public 
reservoirs in the state, and four fish hatcheries to supply fisheries resources to those
reservoirs and rivers.

Find which species Texas Parks and Wildlife plans to stock, and where they plan to stock them when you log 
onto the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Sport Fish restoration supports our series.

Pollinator Corridors

Wednesday, August 26th, 2015

In May, President Barack Obama announced a national strategy to make Interstate 35 a 1,500-mile “pollinator 
corridor.”

06- US agriculture benefits from insect pollination to the tune of about 18 to 20-billion [dollars] a year.

Michael Warriner is an invertebrate biologist at Texas Parks and Wildlife. The plan: rehabilitate pollinator 
habitats from the Texas-Mexico border to Duluth, Minnesota.

Gardener, author, and green lifestyle expert, Shawna Coronado (http://shawnacoronado.com), believes this 
effort must extend beyond the highway and deep into the heart of the urban jungle.

23- One of the problems we have in cities all around the united States is, we have a dead area–that hot cement 
area that is the city. We have all these concerns about bees and butterflies and how we keep them in our 
communities and going throughout communities. Well, the best way to do that, of course, is to plant a native 
pollinator garden. Plants that are pollinator oriented.

Shawna hopes to see people growing pollinator gardens on apartment and condo balconies, and building 
rooftops.

19-My little dream is to have a pollinator corridor going through every city that would lead the bees and the 
butterflies and such through, instead of this giant, miles and miles and miles of area that they cannot cross 
through easily. This could provide a solution because of its unique way that it can fit into an urban 
environment.

Tomorrow: helping the Monarch butterfly.

Ensuring the Monarch Butterfly’s Survival

Thursday, August 27th, 2015 The Monarch butterfly population is in decline.

06- The current thought is that it’s actually several different factors that are contributing to the decline that 
we’re seeing.

Ben Hutchins is an invertebrate biologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/management/hatcheries/fw_production.phtml
https://passporttotexas.org/pollinator-corridors/
https://passporttotexas.org/ensuring-the-monarch-butterflys-survival/


16- Historically, one of the big issues was deforestation in the forests in a couple of states in Mexico where the 
monarchs overwinter. We’ve also had really cold weather at those overwintering sites, and also some 
prolonged [drought and] hot weather up here in the United States.

Butterfly habitat is inadequate along their migration routes. Milkweed plants are the monarch’s preferred nectar 
and host plants. Citizens who grow milkweed in
their landscapes can help support monarch migration.

17- Those [milkweed] can be used by monarchs. But, we’re really starting to try to push that people are really 
conscious about which species of milkweed they’re planting. We’re advocating to look at what’s native to your 
area and plant regional appropriate milkweeds.

Hutchins says we need to plant more than milkweeds; a diversity of plant species will attract more monarchs 
and other pollinators, and provide them with the food and shelter they need for their long journey.

Find more monarch information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

TPW TV: The Plant Guy, Jason Singhurst

Friday, August 28th, 2015

Jason Singhurst is a man outstanding in his field. In fact, he stands in lots of fields…and prairies. He’s a 
botanist with Texas Parks and Wildlife.

04-That is a Blazing Star of Kansas Gayfeather.

Jason is responsible for creating and updating the rare plant community list for the Texas conservation action 
plan.

03-[The] gamma grass–they’re in flower right now.

Jason has published over 90 articles on the plants of Texas, and has produced the largest data set on native 
prairies in America. He also works closely with
volunteers, like Katie Emde with the Native Plant Society of Houston.

10-It’s such a treat to go out with Jason in the field, because he knows so much; he’s so eager to teach and 
share his knowledge. And, it’s so much fun when he gets excited about plants.

Jason Singhurst has added to herbariums in Texas, won awards, and co-authored a book on rare Texas plants. 
But what give him the most pride?

07-Well, I think the one thing I’m most proud of is discoveries. I’ve actually found species that have never been 
described and have been able to publish on them. It makes me very happy.

Get to know more about Jason Singhurst and his work next week on a segment of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife PBS TV show. Check local listings.

We All Have a Coastal Connection

Monday, August 31st, 2015

https://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-the-plant-guy-jason-singhurst/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/
https://passporttotexas.org/we-all-have-a-coastal-connection/


I’ve always thought of Texas as a state with a coast. But Bill Balboa says it’s really a coastal state. And he’s 
making sure the next generation knows this.

13- I’m trying to bring coastal education inland so kids that don’t get a chance to get down there a lot learn 
some things about the Texas coast and maybe become better stewards of the environment here.

Balboa is the Matagorda County Marine Extension Agent. He says when we view Texas as a coastal state we 
recognize that our actions affect the Gulf no matter how
far inland we live. We spoke when he was in Austin to speak to a group of young people at the main library. He 
said his talks involve show and tell.

27- I talk to them about freshwater gradient, the different kinds of fish, invasive species. I bring sharks. And so, 
I just talk to them about the diversity that’s there on the Texas coast, and why it is important to be good 
stewards and for freshwater to make it down to the coast as well. I want to back up. You bring sharks? You 
know, I work with some of my parks and Wildlife folks–that I used to work with–and I bring some sharks that 
were caught in sampling, and I bring a lot of other fish. And it makes a lasting impression.

Bill Balboa did say the sharks and other gulf creatures he brings to his talks are not alive; they’re frozen. Sort of 
like fish sticks–but really–nothing like fish sticks.

Find links to information about the Gulf and the creatures that live in it at passporttotexas.org.

The Sport Fish Restoration program supports our series.

Dove Season 2015

Tuesday, September 1st, 2015

Thanks to ample spring rains across the state, dove hunters can expect excellent opportunities in the field.

05— We got a lot more precipitation around the state, so we’re looking really good on the landscape.

Biologist Shaun Oldenburger says the season, which begins today in the north and central zones, includes 
mourning and white-winged dove—but don’t expect to hunt them in the same place.

08—With white-winged dove, over 90% of our white-winged doves now in the state of Texas do breed in 
suburban or urban locations compared to most of our mourning doves which tend to be more rural.

For white-winged dove, consider setting up in grain fields and pastures nearby urban and suburban areas…

15— …that may have good croton, or sunflower crops and then vetch, pigweed – stuff like that. For mourning 
dove, we look for perching habitat, we look for water and we look for food. And if you have a combination of 
those things, you usually can have a fairly decent hunt in those types of locations.

Find more information about dove season on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website. And if you go to our 
YouTube channel, you’ll find a tasty recipe for cooking up the dove you harvest.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series. Through your purchases of hunting and 
fishing equipment, and motorboat fuels, over 40 million dollars in conservation efforts are funded in Texas each 
year.

https://passporttotexas.org/dove-season-2015/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/game_management/dove_summary/


What You Need to Know to Hunt Dove

Wednesday, September 2nd, 2015

Dove season got underway yesterday in the north and central zones. Unlike hunting other game where one or 
two people sit quietly in a stand or blind, dove hunting is social.

12— Yeah. And one of the big traditions that we do see in Texas is family and friends getting together for the 
opening of dove season. It seems to be a very popular thing to do around Texas. And you can talk and have 
conversations while you’re dove hunting.

Biologist Shaun Oldenburger says whether you hunt solo or with a crowd, first get your ducks in a row, so to 
speak.

22—Make sure – obviously – you have your right hunting license. You are going to need a migratory game bird 
stamp – a Texas stamp. And you’re also going to have to go and get HIP certified before you go dove hunting 
or you go hunt any other migratory game bird in the state of Texas. A lot of times September first approaches us 
pretty quick; we just want to make sure folks get the right licenses before they head into the field, and to also go 
out and actually practice with a shotgun before September first. 

The season opens in the south zone September 18.

08— Per Fish and Wildlife Service regulations, the season will be 70 days this year. And the bag limit will be 
15, which includes both mourning doves and white-winged doves.

Find complete dove season information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series. Through your purchases of hunting and 
fishing equipment, and motorboat fuels, over 40 million dollars in conservation efforts are funded in Texas each 
year.

Learn How to Prepare Wild Game and Fish

Thursday, September 3rd, 2015

Fall is in the air…and on your plate. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and Central Market Cooking Schools 
statewide join forces again to present their regular wild game and fish cooking classes.

On Tuesday, September 15, Central Market Cooking Schools in Dallas, Fort Worth, Plano, Southlake, Austin, 
San Antonio and Houston will all feature a hands on cooking class of early fall favorites, including quail, 
snapper and venison.

A Parks and Wildlife representative will be on hand to talk about game and fish management, hunting, fishing 
and engaging the great outdoors; they’ll also answer attendee’s questions. It’s like dinner and a show.

Participants will learn how to create flavorful fall inspired dishes, including White Wing Dove-style Grilled 
Quail, Vietnamese-style Baked Snapper, and West Texas Venison Chili.

These highly popular classes help food enthusiasts explore the renewed interest in hunting or fishing for a meal 
and preparing their own bounty at home.

https://passporttotexas.org/what-you-need-to-know-to-hunt-dove/
https://passporttotexas.org/learn-how-to-prepare-wild-game-and-fish/


The Central market / Texas parks and Wildlife fish and game cooking classes take place every other month; 
each is different, and features game and fish of the season.

Classes fill fast. Find registration information at passporttotexas.org.

TPW TV: Birding Basics

Friday, September 4th, 2015

Birdwatching continues to grow in popularity in Texas.

07—Texas is a good place to start birding, because there are more species of birds documented in the state of 
Texas than any other state in the country.

Texas Parks and Wildlife ornithologist, Cliff Shackelford appears on a segment of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
PBS TV series next week along with avid teen birder, Jesse Huth. Together they offer tips on birding basics. 
Like how to use binoculars.

09— If you spot a bird, what you want to do is look right at the bird, and bring the binoculars right up to our 
eyes while you’re still looking at the bird. And the bird should be right in that field of view.

If you want to do more than just casually look at birds, you’ll need a field guide. And it may surprise you to 
know most birders prefer guides with paintings rather than photos of the birds. Cliff Shackelford.

08—Paintings are a lot better, because the artist does a lot of homework trying to get the one images to be the 
fitting image for the bird. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Nature Tourism director, Shelly Plante is also in the segment, reminding folks of the 
trail maps available to find birding hot spots.

07— People can buy these maps for the region in Texas they’re going to visit, or tht they live in, and they can 
go see hundreds of birding hot spots throughout the region.

Watch the birding basics segment on the Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS TV series next week. Check your local 
listings.

TPW Magazine: A Boy and His Dog

Monday, September 7th, 2015

Perhaps you read the book, or saw the Disney film. Either way, many people, including writer, Cynthia Pickens, 
found the story of Old Yeller by Fred Gipson moving.

04— It is a universal story: the love between a boy and his dog.

Pickens wrote about the book and its author for Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine. She says she read it as a 
child and again as an adult. I asked what part of the story her younger self found most compelling.

09—The whole scenario of the terrible decision that Travis had to make as a kid, and carry out. I was just in 
awe that a boy could do that.

https://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-birding-basics/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/tvwhere.phtml
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/tv/tvwhere.phtml
https://passporttotexas.org/tpw-magazine-a-boy-and-his-dog/
http://tpwmagazine.com/archive/2015/aug/LLL_gipson/


If you haven’t read the novel, we won’t reveal the “terrible decision” the book’s young protagonist, Travis, 
faced. Pickens says the book captures 1860s rural life in the Texas Hill Country, and created a strong sense of 
place, which she could appreciate better as an adult reader.

24— When I reread the book as an adult, I could certainly see the place and the time. Maybe, as a child, you 
don’t really focus on those kinds of details, but as an adult reading the book, I’m like, ‘oh, prickly pear flats, 
and cedar trees, and rocky gulches that they rode through…’ So, when you reread it as an adult, you definitely 
get that this is a Texas book and that it could have been written by no one but a Texan.

Cynthia Pickens says Old Yeller can inspire a sense of wonder about the natural world in young readers.

Find her article Looking back at Old Yeller and Texas author Fred Gipson in the August/September issue of 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine.

Old Yeller: Not Just About a Boy and His Dog

Tuesday, September 8th, 2015

Old Yeller by Fred Gipson is—at its heart—a story about a boy and his dog. It’s also about our connection with 
nature. Gipson gives readers a sense of what it was like to live close to the land in Texas’ Hill Country of the 
1860s.

07—He’s talking about hunting—sitting quietly. In which, if you haven’t hunted, you sit for hours listening and 
watching.

Cynthia Pickens wrote about the book and its author for Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine. Through his 
protagonist, a boy named Travis, Gipson reminds all that nature rewards us when we slow down to enjoy it.

25—To him, it was like a picture show. It was like entertainment. And I don’t think many of us realize that that 
can be the case. If you go out and sit in nature, and if you sit long enough, you will start to see the creatures 
and the light in the trees and the water playing over the creeks… It is a form of entertainment. It is lovely and 
peaceful, and anybody can do that. You can do it in your neighborhood; you can do it in your backyard. 

Whether you read it as a child, or have young readers in your home, Pickens says Old Yeller is timeless.

20— I think it’s for any reader, and especially any person who’s interested in the Texas outdoors. I hope it 
would encourage children to go outside and see nature, because it’s a wondrous place. There’s lots to see if you 
open your eyes and your ears. And, all parents should give their children a copy of Old Yeller for Christmas 
[laughs].

Find Cynthia Pickens article that looks back at Old Yeller and Texas author Fred Gipson in the 
August/September issue of Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine.

Early Teal in Texas

Wednesday, September 9th, 2015

Early teal season provides waterfowlers an opportunity to harvest ducks before the regular season opener in 
November. Whether hunters get a nine day or sixteen day season depends on the birds.

https://passporttotexas.org/old-yeller-not-just-about-a-boy-and-his-dog/
http://tpwmagazine.com/archive/2015/aug/LLL_gipson/
https://passporttotexas.org/early-teal-in-texas/


15—If the breeding population is above 4.7 million, you’re allowed a 16 day, 6 bird [daily] bag limit season. If 
it’s below 4.7 and above 3 million, you have a nine day season. Anything below – I believe it’s 3 million – the 
season’s closed.

Kevin Kraai (CRY) is waterfowl program leader for the wildlife division of TPW. It’s been a good year for teal.

15—We’ve had a sustained long-term wet period [this year]. And the blue wing teal have just responded 
favorably to that.

A 16 day season opens Saturday, September 12 and closes Sunday, September 27. Kevin Kraai says to make 
sure you’re prepared.

11—Each hunter has to be certified in the Harvest Information Program. Additionally, they will need to have a 
migratory game bird stamp, offered by the state of Texas. As well as a [federal] waterfowl duck stamp.

Find hunting information for all game species on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series. Through your purchases of hunting and 
fishing equipment, and motorboat fuels, over 40 million dollars in conservation efforts are funded in Texas each 
year.

Hunting Teal in Texas

Thursday, September 10th, 2015

Good environmental conditions in teal’s northern nesting areas mean more birds and a 16-day early season in 
Texas.

16—Blue-wings are the most abundant, and are very common to Texas early and late in the year. Green-wing 
teal are kind of our winter residents. And Cinnamon Teal, for the most part, are more of a western bird. They’re 
not real common in Texas, but we do encounter them from time-to-time.

Kevin Kraai, waterfowl program leader for the Texas Parks and Wildlife, says teal do not behave quite like 
other duck species.

24—One thing I like to tell hunters is these birds are actively migrating this time of year; it’s very dynamic from 
one day to the next. So, just wake up and go. You never know if today is the day that the migration is going to be 
strong. You can go out one day and there will be nothing, and go out the next and be covered up in them. So, I 
just say wake up and go. Find good shallow habitat, shallow water that has abundant food. And there’s a really 
good chance there’ll be teal there that day.

The season opens Saturday, September 12 and closes Sunday, September 27, with a six bird daily bag limit.

19—We haven’t looked this good in a long time. Right now we have abundant freshwater, from the Texas High 
Plains in the panhandle, all the way down to the Texas coast.

Find more hunting information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series. Through your purchases of hunting and 
fishing equipment, and motorboat fuels, over 40 million dollars in conservation efforts are funded in Texas each 
year.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/regs/animal_listing
https://passporttotexas.org/hunting-teal-in-texas/


Blanco State Park Reopens

Friday, September 11th, 2015

Over Memorial Day weekend, 12 inches of rain fell in Central Texas, causing the Blanco River—which runs 
through Blanco State Park—to crest at 40 feet.

13—The water rose very quickly, so it basically tore through the park. The park was destroyed. There were 
trees up in trees 20 feet high. Our office building—we had seven feet of water in there. So, we have to 
completely rebuild everything.

Park interpreter, Kate Boysen, says portions of the park reopened for visitation in August.

12— It was a lot of work, and we had a lot of help. We had the Texas A&M Forrest Service, and different fire 
departments from all around the state come and help us to remove debris, cut down trees, cut trees out of 
trees…

Staff and volunteers disposed of debris, leveled the ground, and replaced picnic tables and signage. There’s 
more work to do, but visitors are welcome.

20— The HQ building where you enter, that’s currently open. That’s where you can pay your day use fees and 
get your registration for camping… And then as you enter the park, the south side of the river, which is the side 
where the camping is—and then we have a day use section there—and that’s the only side that’s open right 
now. And that’s the only side that people can access the river from.

For the most up to date information about the current status of all state parks, visit texasstateparks.org.

Scorpions: Cool or Creepy

Monday, September 14th, 2015

I find scorpions in my house from time to time. With their crablike pincers and barbed tails, they’re scary little 
guys.

04— I think we have a natural reaction to anything with different body morphology.

Ben Hutchins is an invertebrate biologist at Texas Parks and Wildlife. He says scorpions dwell in a wide variety 
of habitats.

03— Pretty much any habitat except Alpine environments.

Although we have several species this arachnid in Texas, Hutchins says we’re not likely to run into them.

18— Usually, we don’t run into them that often because they’re mainly active at night; during the day they’re 
usually hiding under rocks, under logs – deep in leaf litter as well. So, we don’t run into them a lot, except when 
perhaps we’re in the yard gardening, or they might wander into our house at night.

Why do they come into our homes?

08— It’s not really intentional; during their foraging, they might see a crack under your door as just another 
crevice that they’ll be traveling through in search of prey.

https://passporttotexas.org/blanco-state-park-reopens/
http://www.texasstateparks.org
https://passporttotexas.org/scorpions-cool-or-creepy/


Once they’re inside, they could make themselves comfy.

08— If you have a room with the lights off and lots of boxes – places to hide – that mirrors their natural 
environment with lots of secure hiding place for them.

How scorpions are beneficial in the environment. That’s tomorrow.

Benefits of Scorpions

Tuesday, September 15th, 2015

Texas boasts a fair number of scorpion species.

06— There are about 18 species in Texas. Depending on where you’re at – you may have more or less.

Ben Hutchins is an invertebrate biologist at Texas Parks and Wildlife.

10— In all of Texas, we don’t have scorpions that are considered life threatening. As with any animal that has 
venom, there’s always the possibility of an allergic reaction.

To healthy non-allergic people a scorpion sting may simply cause short-term discomfort. In nature, scorpions 
are highly beneficial.

23— Scorpions are predators, and so they feed on a variety of potential pest organisms. Some scorpions also 
feed on other scorpions, so they do have an important role in the environment potentially controlling pest 
populations…insects…spiders…other arachnids. There’s also potential medical utility for scorpions as well – 
using venom to treat medical conditions.

Therefore, if a scorpion inadvertently wanders into your home some evening while foraging…

12— There’s really no cause for alarm. What I usually do is use a cup [and place it over the scorpion and use 
a] piece of paper that you kind of slide under there to pick up the scorpion. And then you can just remove it and 
put it in an area where it can do its business.

Before Summer’s Truly Gone–Get Wet!

Wednesday, September 16th, 2015

Autumn is gaining on us…and no self-respecting Texan would allow an entire summer to go by without 
spending time in or on the water.

Fortunately, state parks provide opportunities for both.

Want to do a little canoeing, but don’t want to go it alone? This month you can join a ranger for a two-hour, 
three mile long guided canoe trip through the Martin Dies Jr.’s State park’s swampy marshes and the Neches 
River. Be on the lookout for wildlife such as bald eagles, belted kingfishers, herons, turtles and alligators. Find 
the schedule on the calendar at texasstateparks.org.

Make tracks – or is that waves – to any Texas inland or coastal paddling trail. These trails provide well-
mapped accessible day trips in a variety of settings, for all levels of paddling experience. Find trail maps online.

https://passporttotexas.org/benefits-of-scorpions/
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Anglers experience a new perspective on the sport by casting a line from a kayak or canoe. It’s simple to do, 
and you can find tips on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

There’s still time to get neck-deep in cool water, as the hot days are quite over. No matter where you live in 
Texas, there’s a state park with a pool, lake, river, creek, or even ocean just waiting for you to dive in.

Find information about all the wet and wild opportunities in Texas on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Rain was Good and Bad for Deer

Thursday, September 17th, 2015

Spring rains improved habitat in Texas. This is good, of course, except for the resulting population explosion 
of…

02—Worms. Stomach worms…

Moisture and high humidity create an ideal environment for the worm’s survival, which is bad news for white-
tailed deer. Dr. Bob Dittmar, a veterinarian with Texas Parks and Wildlife, says initial testing indicates a high 
level of worm infestation within the deer population.

07— A lot of these deer were eating close to the ground, and were picking up these parasites which were out 
there in very high numbers this year.

There are several types of the parasite on the landscape; weight loss in deer is one potential sign of infestation.

14— The really bad ones are bloodsuckers. So, they debilitate the animal by sucking blood, making them 
become anemic, week, and eventually maybe predisposing them to other things. But they’re just debilitating, 
and that accounts for the weight loss we’re seeing.

Where are these deer showing up, and what to do if you see one. That’s tomorrow.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series, and through your purchases of hunting 
and fishing equipment, and motorboat fuels, funds more than 40 million dollars in conservation efforts in Texas 
annually.

Parasites and Skinny Deer

Friday, September 18th, 2015

If spring rains made food plentiful for wildlife—and it did—then what’s up with all the skinny deer?

10—We had a lot of reports this year of thin deer, and some of our initial testing showed that a lot of these deer 
have a very high load of quote/unquote—stomach worms.

Dr. Bob Dittmar, a veterinarian with Texas Parks and Wildlife, said the wet, warm spring and humid summer 
created ideal conditions for a parasitic worm-a-palooza that’s affecting white-tails.

15—Most of the ones that have been reported to me have been in more suburban type settings. The habitat may 
not be really good because there are lots of deer there. And there are lots of eyes on those particular animals 
and they’re observed much more frequently and closely.

http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/parks/things-to-do/swimming-in-state-parks-1
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I asked Dr. Dittmar if suburban homeowners should be concerned for their family pets if skinny deer roam their 
neighborhoods.

18— These parasites are for the most part, pretty host specific. So, there’s not a great danger of passing 
anything from deer to dogs or other domestic pets. One of the things I always caution people: dogs like to eat 
deer poop. And there can be other things in deer poop besides parasites that could cause some illness in those 
pets.

Dr. Bob Dittmar says the agency wants to know about these deer, so if you see skinny deer, contact your 
regional office of Texas Parks and Wildlife or your local biologist. Find information on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife website.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series.

What’s Better for Birds: Feeders or Birdbaths?

Monday, September 21st, 2015

Which would you rather have in your yard: a bird feeder or a birdbath?

05— A birdbath to me is way more important than a bird feeder.

Cliff Shackelford is a non-game ornithologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife. Why add a birdbath? Enjoyment: 
yours and the bird’s.

11—You’ll get much more enjoyment watching your backyard birds if you put up a birdbath than a bird feeder. 
They’ll use that birdbath year-round. They’ll use it for drinking. They’ll use it for bathing.

Sounds like easy, inexpensive entertainment that helps wildlife. Yet, Cliff says there’s more to a birdbath than 
just keeping it filled.

21— You want to make sure you keep it clean. Now, I don’t mean you have to get out there every day and scrub 
it. But, every couple of weeks, you want to probably hose it out and let the sun bake and dry it. You don’t want 
to use harsh chemicals. But, a birdbath is a welcome sight. And especially if you’re in areas where you don’t 
get a lot of rainfall—or in times of drought—a birdbath is going to be essential for our birds.

Not all birdbaths are created equal. I’ll have tips on the best kinds of birdbaths tomorrow.

For birding and wildscaping information, visit the Texas Parks and Wildlife Website.

Best Backyard Birdbaths

Tuesday, September 22nd, 2015

Attracting birds to your backyard is as simple as adding water…to a birdbath.

05— They’ll use that birdbath year-round. They’ll use it for drinking. They’ll use it for bathing…

Cliff Shackelford is a non-game ornithologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife. Decorative ceramic birdbaths 
often make better art than they do watering stations for birds.

https://passporttotexas.org/whats-better-for-birds-feeders-or-birdbaths/
https://passporttotexas.org/best-backyard-birdbaths/


09—The simpler the better. What I found, is the basin needs to be a little rough and not smooth. It needs to have 
a gradual dip to it.

Concrete pedestal birdbaths can be too deep for birds, and the porous material encourages algae and sediment 
buildup. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology says a good birdbath mimics shallow puddles, which are nature’s 
birdbaths. They suggest digging a shallow hole in the ground, lining it with plastic to make it watertight, and 
then putting sand in the bottom so birds can get their footing. Place a few plants around the perimeter, and you 
have a bird spa.

The only thing that could make it better is dripping water, says Cliff Shackelford.

12— Bird drips are really good; you can hang a milk jug up with a little pin prick hole in it. Just the sound of 
the water dripping could be attractive to birds. And also, they may like to get under that drip a little bit.

Find more birding information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Mysterious Caddo Lake State Park

Wednesday, September 23rd, 2015

When mist cloaks Caddo Lake it’s easy to understand how the lore and legend about this east Texas water body 
came to pass.

Native American legend says a giant flood created Caddo Lake. Others say an earthquake was responsible.

Meanwhile, scientists believe the lake formed when floodwaters, blocked by massive log jams on the Red 
River, backed up into the Cypress Bayou watershed, forming the lake.

One thing that is true: Caddo Lake’s beauty. And visitors to Caddo Lake State Park/Wildlife Management 
Area not only experience nature at her most beguiling, they also have a plethora of recreational opportunities — 
from hiking to hunting – to choose from.

With an annual public hunting permit, hunters may harvest deer, eastern wild turkey, and quail during 
appropriate seasons. Licensed anglers find largemouth bass, catfish and brim plentiful in the lake.

Find more on Caddo Lake SP/Wildlife Management Area on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

That’s our show. The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series. Through your purchases 
of hunting and fishing equipment, and motorboat fuels, over 40 million dollars in conservation efforts are 
funded in Texas each year.

Unusual Year for Alligators in Texas

Thursday, September 24th, 2015

The American alligator is native to Texas and found primarily in the Eastern third of the state. According to 
Steve Lightfoot, 2015’s been an unusual year for this species.

11— More so because the timing of the flooding events that we had in May—right at the time when alligators 
are out. They’re doing their nesting and breeding. And so they’re active that time of year.

https://passporttotexas.org/mysterious-caddo-lake-state-park/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/caddo-lake
http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/caddo-lake
https://passporttotexas.org/unusual-year-for-alligators-in-texas/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/species/americanalligator/


Lightfoot is TPW spokesperson. He says the flush of fresh water into Texas’ river systems caused alligators to 
pop up in unexpected places.

31—The number of calls we get at the department saying ‘We’ve got an alligator here; what do I need to do?’ 
Those obviously have gone off the charts. We recently had some video tape that showed an alligator in the surf 
along one of our popular beaches along the coast. And people were really concerned. ‘Oh my gosh! What if my 
kids had gone out there?’ Well, guess what. That alligator was doing what that alligator does. He was out there 
because the fresh water came down. Salinity levels were low. It was an opportunity for him to get out in the salt 
water and wash the parasites off his hide. That’s all he was doing. And he left after he got through with that.

And in places where alligators are a common sight: do not feed them, do not swim in waters where they they’re 
known to spend time, and if you leave alligators alone, they will leave you alone.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series. Through your purchases of hunting and 
fishing equipment, and motorboat fuels, over 40 million dollars in conservation efforts are funded in Texas each 
year.

TPW TV: Good Guzzlers

Friday, September 25th, 2015

For most of us, the word “guzzler” has a negative connotation, but not for the groups working to restore bighorn 
sheep. 

04— A guzzler is essentially a rainwater collection system for wildlife.

Mark Garrett is Texas Parks and Wildlife Project Leader for Trans-Pecos Wildlife Management Areas.

09— We’ve got two large panels of sheet metal that collect the rainwater, funnel that down into storage tanks 
that feed to wildlife friendly watering stations.

Adequate fresh water is essential for the restoration of big horn sheep. During a segment on next week’s Texas 
Parks and Wildlife PBS Television Series, see how volunteers from the Big Horn Society, Like Kathy Boone, 
install new guzzlers on the Black Gap Wildlife Management Area.

13— Work projects normally last a couple of days, and they are always in extremely remote areas. For this 
work project, we’ve had over a hundred people here to help us build two water catchment devices we call 
guzzlers.

Workers must travel by helicopter to the mountain tops to construct the guzzlers, but volunteer Charlie Barnes 
says the challenges that come with the work are worth it.

11— This land is suitable for all the game that live here. It was missing one thing. Water. And now it’ll have 
water. That’s conservation right there.

View the segment on Good Guzzlers next week on the Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS TV series. Check your 
local listings.

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series. Through your purchases of hunting and 
fishing equipment, and motorboat fuels, over 40 million dollars in conservation efforts are funded in Texas each 
year. 

https://passporttotexas.org/tpw-tv-good-guzzlers/


Deer Movement Plan

Monday, September 28th, 2015

In June, volunteer monitoring at a captive deer breeding facility revealed an animal with Chronic Wasting 
Disease—or CWD. This put a halt to movement of captive animals statewide.

19— We permit the ability for folks to hold in captivity deer, for the purpose of breeding, genetic improvement, 
improving the quality of their deer herd. They can release the animals onto their ranches, or they can sell and 
trade to other facilities that are approved for releases. And part of that can be for hunting.

Steve Lightfoot, spokesperson for Texas parks and Wildlife, says under a plan finalized in August, Texas deer 
breeders may resume animal movement.

17— With input from stakeholders around the state, leading epidemiologists, veterinarians, deer breeders and 
other stakeholders, have come to the table, and expressed their issues and concerns. We factored those into the 
development of this plan, and I think the movement qualification standards we developed pretty much meets 
those needs.

The plan balances the need to minimize the risk of unwittingly allowing movement of CWD-positive deer while 
adopting reasonable movement qualification standards that allow qualified deer breeders to move and liberate 
captive deer.

15— We’re also looking at developing individual herd plans for those captive breeders to ensure that they can 
continue business with minimal risk of the disease impacting [additional animals]. And also, we’ll be looking at 
strategic sampling of hunter harvested deer once the seasons start this fall.

Find more information about Chronic Wasting Disease on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

Will Chronic Wasting Disease Affect Hunting?

Tuesday, September 29th, 2015

When news of Chronic Wasting Disease—or CWD—in a captive breeding population in Medina County 
surfaced in June 2015, TPW had a management strategy ready to go.

14—Once we got this positive, we began the implementation of that management strategy that we’ve had in 
place. We immediately restricted movement of all captive deer in Texas until we could do a risk assessment and 
determine the prevalence of this disease.

Steve Lightfoot, Texas Parks and Wildlife spokesman, said careful monitoring of Texas white-tailed deer 
continues. Meantime, in case anyone’s been worried, hunters need not change their plans this fall. 

36— We don’t foresee any changes in how hunters across the state of Texas conduct business this fall. We 
anticipate that it’s going to be excellent hunting conditions; we’ve got recent rainfall that’s pretty much turned 
the landscape around. Deer are in healthy shape. And so, right now this is an epidemiological investigation into 
one deer, in one breeder facility, in one country in Texas. So, I would encourage folks to go about the business 
of enjoying this wonderful heritage that we’ve got in Texas that’s deer hunting. There are 750-thousand deer 
hunters. Four million animals. It’s a great opportunity to get out there and enjoy it. Don’t let this deter it.

Find CWD and fall hunting information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife website.

https://passporttotexas.org/deer-movement-plan/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/diseases/cwd/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/diseases/cwd/
https://passporttotexas.org/will-chronic-wasting-disease-affect-hunting/


The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program supports our series, and funds more than 40 million dollars in 
conservation efforts in Texas annually through your purchases of hunting and fishing equipment, and motorboat 
fuels.

H. Yturria Land & Cattle Company

Wednesday, September 30th, 2015

Take a ride with Danny Butler around the Punte del Monte Ranch in deep south Texas and you start to get an 
idea of his appreciation of all things wild.

09—We have a lot of white-tail, a lot of turkey, lots of quail. In my opinion, it’s better habitat now than it was 
150 years ago.

The Butlers are the 2015 Lone Star Land Steward Award recipients for the South Plains Ecoregion. Three 
generations of Danny’s family owns and operates the 23-thousand acre ranch; they and their ancestors have 
been at this a long time.

08—Going on 160 years, which is getting rarer and rarer in Texas that lands pass through generations and 
generations and stay together. 

Their H. Yturria Land & Cattle Company has become less reliant on cattle and more focused on wildlife, 
including hunting. To make the habitat work for wildlife, they improved water resources on their land. Randy 
Bazan is ranch foreman.

06—We’re roller chopping this pasture here. It makes an indentation in the soil, and that helps gather our 
rainfall.

This improves the diversity of forbes and grasses, making the land more productive. While native wildlife hunts 
make up the bulk of the ranch income, the family’s expanded into exotics. Richard Butler.

08—If you don’t diversify, get other sources of income coming in from the property you’ve got, eventually you 
won’t have the property.

Nominate a landowner for a Lone Star Land Steward Award. Find out how ion the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife website.

https://passporttotexas.org/h-yturria-land-cattle-company/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/private/lone_star_land_steward/

