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AND 

RELATED PROGRAMMING 

FOURTH QUARTER 2014 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING 

During the fourth quarter of 2014, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  4:30-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday  4:00-5:00PM 

 Monday - Friday  5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday  6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday & Sunday  11:00PM-12:00AM 

 Saturday & Sunday  5:00-6:00AM / 6:00-7:00AM 

 Saturday    8:00-9:00AM / 4:30-5:00PM 

 Sunday 8:00-8:30AM / 9:00-10:00AM / 9:00-9:30AM / 4:00-4:30PM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

   



THE LIVE WELL NETWORK- 
On KGO-TV’s sub channels 7.2 HD and 7.3 SD, KGO-TV broadcasts the “Live Well 
Network,” a single free 24/7 over-the-air digital multicast platform channel 
providing viewers with a simulcast (D2 HD and D3 SD) original content focusing 
on home, health and lifestyle. 

The “Live Well Network” offers programs entitled: Mirror, Mirror, Let’s Dish, Traveler, 
Steven & Chris, Deals, Sweet Retreats, Motion, Food Rush and My Family Recipe 
Rocks, along with others.   

KGO-TV’S D2/D3 Live Well Network signal carries Public Service Announcements, 
and Children’s Core Programming as described in the Quarterly FCC 398 
Children’s Report.    

During the 4th Quarter of 2014, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 
scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the problems and 
needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired Sundays from 10:00 to 10:30am. 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit that 
provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm newscasts, 
and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  Office staff 
answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers seeking help 
with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit received on 
the average over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 
During the 4TH quarter of 2014, KGO-TV aired over 1,000 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved a variety of topics. 

  

* * * * 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * * 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

• EDUCATION & YOUTH 
• CRIME & LAW 
• HEALTH & SAFETY 
• 7 ON YOUR SIDE CONSUMER HELP 
• GOVERNMENT & POLITICS  

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 
THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

EDUCATION & YOUTH 

BAY AREA SUMMIT ENCOURAGES STEM CAREERS FOR LATINAS 
Friday, 10/3 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 4PM (2:00) 

Companies like Google are interested in reaching out to young Hispanic girls and 
encouraging them to pursue projects and careers in science, technology, 
engineering and math, or STEM. That's why on Friday, Google hosted the 
Latinas Think Big summit at its Mountain View headquarters. 

Some of the young Latina girls who attended are interested in aviation. Some 
may make it a career, but to get there they will need a lot of encouragement and 
good mentors. 
In March they will all go to San Carlos to learn what it takes to fly a plane.  These 
are girls interested in STEM courses. Many enrolled in after school programs to 
learn new tech skills.  "5th grade is when you start to lose interest in math and 
science and we need to get them there, not wait until they are in high school," 
said Luz Rivas of DIY Girls Technology Program.ch companies are realizing 
many of these girls will someday be part of their work force.  "Latinos in general 
will be 40 percent of Millennials in the U.S. by 2015. 40 percent of Millennials, 
and half of that will be women," said Andrea Guendelman of the Center for 
Women and Information Technology.

Without enough local hires, companies will be forced to look outside of the 
country. Many already do.  "This is not just a problem of the companies, this is 
also a problem of the education system. The education system needs to bring in 
more opportunities for kids to be exposed to science, math, technology," said 
Angelica Perez-Litwin of Latinas Think Big.

The Latinas Think Big innovation summit was hosted by Google. Its purpose is to 
help increase the number of Latinas in STEM careers and tech companies by 
making connections.  
Alejandra Castillo is the Director of the Minority Business Development Agency in 
Washington, D.C. She says businesses owned by Latinas are growing rapidly. 
 "Those are the promising statistic. The goal obviously is to move them to the 
industries of tomorrow and make sure they grow," said Castillo.  This is the third 
stop of a national tour to show what Latinas can bring to the technology front. 



RAIDERS TALK TO BAY AREA STUDENTS ABOUT THEIR 
FUTURES, LIFE AFTER FOOTBALL 

Tuesday, November 4, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (2:20)  

What kid doesn't dream of becoming a professional athlete? On Tuesday, some 
Bay Area teens got up close and personal with Oakland Raiders players and 
executives to talk about their futures. And in the process, they learned some 
valuable lessons about life after football.  "You guys are taking the first step into 
your careers, and hopefully you guys will learn a lot today," said an executive 
with the Oakland Raiders.  It's a side of the Silver and Black the teens hadn't 
seen before. 700 of them packed into the Coliseum's East Side Club; not to 
watch football, but to learn about how these Raiders players and executives got 
where they are. 

"I was fortunate enough to get accepted to Cornell University in Ithaca, New 
York," said offensive lineman Kevin Boothe.  Boothe may have an Ivy League 
bachelor's degree, but he didn't stop there. Studying in the off-seasons, he's also 
just earned his MBA.  "I've been very lucky to be able to have played in the NFL 
as long as I have," he said. "But I also realize that there's gonna be a point where 
football will be over. And I'll still have a lot of life to live.  "Life after football is 
something young athletes don't always consider.  "It's kind of weird to think about 
it," said Mercy High School sophomore Marena Kibblewhite. "Because you think, 
oh I'm a football player, I'm gonna be that for the rest of my life, like this is now 
my career. But then you realize there's no 70-year-old football player, they're not 
gonna do it for life. So they actually have to do something after that." 

The program was eye-opening for some of the teens, especially ones who are 
serious athletes and some who dream of being involved with pro sports off the 
field.  "I want to maybe possibly do marketing or in sales," said San Ramon 
Valley High School freshman Chase Uejo.  Uejo said he was inspired by team 
executives who worked their way up from the bottom.  "Every single day I had to 
be the best that I could be," said an executive with the Oakland Raiders.  And 
players can have a second career in management. Just ask cornerback Chimdi 
Chekwa, who has a degree in accounting.  "You know, guys understand that NFL 
stands for 'Not For Long,'" he said. "So they really understand that they you 
know, need to figure something out so that when this thing is over with, so that 
they have something to fall back on." 

Kibblewhite is already laying that foundation.  "One hundred percent I want to be 
an athlete in college," she said. "I think I'd major in business for sure, something 
like this would be awesome.”   



BERKELEY HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS FIGHT BACK AGAINST SEXUAL 
HARASSMENT 

Tuesday, November 25, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM (1:45)   

High school students in the East Bay are demanding more information about 
sexual harassment and better policies from the school district.  This follows the 
shaming girls on the Berkeley High School campus through social media.  
Berkeley High School freshman Emily Levenson said she's heard and seen 
enough.  "On a day to day basis, there's cat calling in the hallways and streets," 
Levenson said. "Sometimes people get groped and don't know what to do about 
it." 
Levenson is disgusted with the sexual harassment that she's witnessed on 
campus, so she and fellow students are fighting back to stop it.  They've 
launched a campaign and are passing out buttons with hashtag, 
bhsstopharrassing, and T-shirts with the message: Stop blaming my body for 
your harassment.  

Students say school policies on harassment need to be improved.  "We have no 
courses about sexual harassment, it's never been in any lessons"  The 
movement started after some boys on campus created so-called 'slut accounts' 
on Instagram, mocking girls' bodies.  "Which was about posting pics of girls, slut-
shaming them and saying things about them," said Jack Pertchuck.  Some 
students say with sexual harassment being such an issue on college campuses, 
information is needed. 

"Considering we're the next crop of kids moving to these colleges. Issues come 
up where alcohol is involved," student Sylvie Welk said.  Berkeley High School 
students hope the new awareness is enough to bring change and send the 
message that harassment isn't coo 



SF MIDDLE SCHOOL TRANSFORMS CAFETERIA EXPERIENCE 
FOR STUDENTS 
Friday, October 24, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (2:00) 

One San Francisco school is changing the cafeteria experience and how kids 
think about food.  The cafeteria at Roosevelt Middle School in San Francisco was 
just another place to eat, but now it offers students endless possibilities. "It's just 
more fun, basically I guess you can say it's a more fun cafeteria," student Poppy 
Gallegos said.  There are different kinds of tables for all kinds of purposes like 
reading, socializing and just hanging out.  "There are so many different tables, it's 
hard to choose. My favorite is over the in the couches," said one student.  That 
area is called the chill out station, where kids can eat while trading Pokemon 
cards or ideas.  Instead of having one long lunch line, there are now two. On the 
other side of the cafeteria, there's another pick up counter. There's even a roll out 
food cart outside so kids can grab their food and play.   

"It's designed to be another access point for the students in terms of picking up 
their food and their lunch," school principal Michael Reimer said.  "We all know 
hungry students have a hard time learning and one of the main objectives of this 
whole program is to get students excited about eating and wanting to eat the 
meals, so they don't skip lunch they don't skip breakfast,"  Angela McKee of the 
Future Dining Experience Initiative said.  This will be the model for future 
lunchrooms in the school district. It also has a monitor with subtle messages like, 
how eating a sweet potato is rich in vitamins A and C and where it was first 
grown.  

So they understand where the meal comes from, why they are eating it, what it 
does to the body," McKee added.  All around them, there are boards to promote 
student activities in Spanish and Chinese. The wall graphics also remind 
students how to recycle, or compost.  Money from a school bond helped pay for 
the new dining area with the idea that feeding the brain and body can be fun. 



ABC7'S BEYOND THE HEADLINES: BULLYING 
Sunday, October 19, 2014 - 10:00-10:30AM 

Today's Beyond the Headlines looks at a topic many of us encounter... bullying. 
Dealing with a bully can be difficult and traumatic for people of any age. We see it 
in schools, at the workplace, and on social media. For instance, when Robin 
Williams died, his daughter Zelda was called names and sent altered photos of 
him. 

Bullying can cause physical harm and emotional damage to children for a long 
time. It can lead to difficulty in forming healthy relationships, as well as lead 
to depression, poor self-image, and even suicide. 

Studio Guests: 

Sheila Pott 
Audrie's Mom 
Co-Founder, Audrie Pott Foundation 
Kim Baranek 
Inclusive Schools Coordinator, Rainbow Community Center 
Mayela Zuniga 
Youth Mentor, Rainbow Community Center 
Irene van der Zande 
Founder & Executive Director, Kidpower, Teenpower, Fullpower International 
Author, Bullying: What Adults Need to Know and Do to Keep Kids Safe 
Author, Face Bullying with Confidence 



CRIME & LAW 

SAN JOSE ROOF-TOP STANDOFF ENDS IN SUSPECTED 
BURGLAR'S ARREST 
Sunday, November 30, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM (:30) 

A standoff between police and a suspected burglar in San Jose Sunday ended 
with the man being arrested on suspicion of arson, assault with a deadly weapon 
and felony vandalism, among other charges, according to a 
police spokeswoman.  Sgt. Heather Randol said police responded to a report of a 
burglary in progress at 2 a.m. in the 900 block of S. Second Street.  Arriving 
officers found a window to the residence that had been broken and a man on the 
roof of the three-story building, Randol said.  

The man appeared to be intoxicated or under the influence of a narcotic and 
refused commands from police to come down, Randol said. Instead, police said 
he started throwing objects at officers and fire personnel. 
Randol said negotiations continued for the next several hours. When it wasn't 
resolved by the midnight watch staff, it was turned over to the day shift and the 
MERGE Unit, the department's rapid response team, responded to the scene, 
Randol said.  As of 5 p.m., the standoff had ended.  The man's name is not yet 
being released, Randol said. Police arrested him on suspicion of burglary, 
resisting arrest, arson, assault with a deadly weapon and felony vandalism.  



MEMORIAL FOR SF POLICE OFFICER KILLED IN LINE OF DUTY 
20 YEARS BEFORE 
Thursday, November 13, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (3:00) 

Twenty years ago Thursday, the death of a San Francisco police officer changed 
the way the department arms itself. Officer James Guelff's six-shot revolver was 
no match for the firepower of a shooter who had several semi-automatic 
weapons. The officer was killed while trying to reload. Thursday night, fellow 
officers and Guelff's family are remembering it at the location where he was 
killed. 

On November 13, Guelff confronted Victor Boutwell, who was transferring bags 
of ammunition and guns from one stolen car to another.  As Guelff was reloading 
his six-shot revolver, the shooter, wearing body armor, then unloaded his semi-
automatic weapon, killing him.  It was an intense shootout between police and 
the suspect, who was later killed.  Tony Ribera was San Francisco's police chief 
at the time.  "He had a bulletproof vest, he had a Kevlar helmet, automatic 
weapons. It was just so, Jim didn't have much of a chance," Ribera said. 

Police described that the shooter had two assault rifles, three semi-automatic 
handguns, ammunition clips, fuses, powder and military gear.  Petros Yohannes 
owns a convenience store nearby. When he bought the store 18 years ago, the 
previous owner showed him a bullet hole from that day.  Every year, he stays to 
watch the memorial for Guelff.  "Always I see them. I have 18 years here and 
every year, I see them, they do it. Every year, once a year," Yohannes said.   

There was such an outcry from police and the community that two years after the 
shooting, the department changed to semi-automatic handguns.  Five years later, 
in 1999, a law was passed in California that said violent felons could not 
purchase or possess body armor. But 10 years later, that law was overturned. 
 "Why does a private citizen need body armor? I can't see the logic of such a 
constitutional argument," Ribera said. 
A plaque with Guelff's name on it and picture hang at the Northern District 
Station, one of 103 San Francisco officers who have died in the line of duty. 



OAKLAND TOPS U.S. IN NUMBER OF ROBBERIES 
Sunday, November 16, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM (2:29) 

A new report released by the FBI finds Oakland topped the nation in robberies. 
 The city has an average of one robbery for every 82 residents, though it appears 
crime is actually way down this year.  According to our media partner, the 
Oakland Tribune, Oakland had 4,922 robberies in 2013. That compares to nearly 
1,100 robberies in San Jose and 4,202 in San Francisco.  The two cities have 
more than double Oakland's population.  Oakland's new mayor calls these crime 
stats outrageous and says she has a plan to make Oakland safer, but others 
aren't so sure.  "I do want to move back because I really feel like there's good 
here, but it's becoming kind of scary also," Denise Perry said. 

Rising crime in Oakland just sent Perry packing for Hercules, but she still comes 
back for church on Sundays and maybe not for long.  "A lady from my church 
was walking to church at 7 a.m. and a gun was pulled on her and they took her 
money," Perry said.  One woman said she was robbed while shopping on Grand 
Avenue. "I lost my wallet and my phone and it was quite an expense and it set 
me back, it really set me back," one woman said.  FBI data shows robberies shot 
up to historic levels in Oakland last year. There were over 4,900 robberies, 
making 2013 the worst year for robberies in three decades. 

"These crime numbers are completely unacceptable," Oakland Mayor-Elect Libby 
Schaaf said.  Schaaf is out of town, but spoke to ABC7 News by phone. She 
says crime will be her top priority in office and wants more cops on the streets 
doing more community-based policing. "We want to not only make sure 
that Oaklanders are confident that a cop will come when you call, but we want to 
create an environment where people make the decision to not commit a crime in 
the first place," Schaaf said. 

"People are out and about in droves. They're happy to be here, they're out on the 
street, they're not scared to be here," Lakeshore Business Improvement District 
Director Pamela Drake said.  Drake says don't forget the good news. This year, 
Oakland robberies are actually down by 36 percent compared to 2013.  "The 
stats tend to send people scurrying when the reality is we're getting a handle on 
crime," Drake said.  Drake still wants to see regular police officers assigned to 
shopping districts where crime can often occur.  Authorities say Oakland's 
previous high was in 1992 when it had 4,600 robberies. 



FAKE CONTRACTORS BUSTED IN NAPA QUAKE REPAIR STING 
Thursday, October 09, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM (2:18) 

The Contractors State License Board went undercover to catch unlicensed 
contractors in South Napa. Investigators tell ABC7 News the area is particularly 
vulnerable because it's only been seven weeks since the 6.0 earthquake and 
many are still struggling to make repairs to damaged property.  "A homeowner 
has no recourse with an unlicensed guy, you're just stuck," said Jeff Miller with 
the Contractors State License Board. 
Hidden cameras expose what investigators with the Contractors State License 
board say they were able to see in plain sight during a South Napa sting 
operation - fake contractors targeting unsuspecting homeowners with bids for 
quake repairs.  Some quotes running into the thousands for work on masonry or 
drywall. That's well above the state limit of $500 on work done by an unlicensed 
contractor. 

"In an earthquake/disaster situation, there are really some unscrupulous 
unlicensed guys who will literally come here, you write a check and there's no 
guarantee he's coming back," said Miller.  He's one of the agents working this 
undercover sting operation. He says within hours of the South Napa quake the 
CSLB started warning unlicensed contractors they could face felony charges if 
they illegally tried to take advantage of earthquake vicitms. That didn't stop these 
predators.   One after the other, unlicensed contractors came looking for prey. 
 "Everybody we called, we called from an illegal advertisement," said Miller. 

This week, in cooperation with other law enforcement agencies, including the 
Napa County DA's office, they targeted fake contractors looking to profit off of 
earthquake related repairs. 
"We caught a total of eight people, contracting for those things and those people 
are going to be facing felony charges of contracting without a license in a 
disaster area, " said Rick Lopes of the Contractors State License Board. 
Across town, licensed contractor Phil Joy has been working to repair a Napa 
home since the quake. The process is a long one, so much so, the red tag has 
faded to pink. Officials with the CSLB say he's an example of things being done 
the right way - by registering with the state, insuring his workers against injury 
and prominently displaying his license number on all advertisements.  As for 
those busted in the sting, they're expected to show up in Superior Court where 
they can tell their story to a judge.  Homeowners can check if a contractor is 
licensed by calling (800) 962-1125 or (800) 321-2757. 



POLICE CONDUCT STING OPERATION TARGETING UNSAFE 
DRIVERS IN PENINSULA 
Friday, November 21, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM (2:18) 

Police officers in the Peninsula set out Friday on a sting operation targeting 
unsafe drivers and motorcyclists.  Lake Merced Boulevard is a dangerous 
roadway and this location is much of where the operation took place because it 
has a history of bad accidents.  In February, a 72-year-old woman died after 
being struck by a bus on a crosswalk at John Muir Drive and Lake Merced 
Boulevard in Daly City.   Folks who live nearby say the four lane roadway which 
runs along the lake has had many accidents.  "Couple of years ago unfortunately 
two young guys died here because of speeders," Gennady Mikityanski said. 
 "Everybody goes pretty fast and there has been a couple of times when people 
have been crossing the street and you can hardly see them," Shannon Dolan 
said.  Lake Merced Boulevard is known for speeders. The city is now 
installing traffic signals at the crosswalk to help slow down traffic. 

Joint police safety enforcement operations like this one are trying to cut down on 
speeders, those in cars, and a special focus on motorcycles.  "Given the 
proximity to San Francisco State, there's a high volume of motorcycle traffic that 
travels through here," Sgt. Jay Kiely said.  Motorcycle units using Lidar remote 
sensing devices were catching a lot of speeders mostly drivers, but also 
motorcyclists.   "I put my Lidar unit at the motorcycle and I got a locked speed of 
65 miles per hour at 1,123 feet," Burlingame Police Department Ofc. Nick 
Kempel said.  The driver was recorded driving 65 miles per hour in a 30 miles per 
hour zone, plus he had a drivers license, but not a permit to operate a 
motorcycle.    

Most of the speeders did not want to be caught on camera, but Adida Cortez did 
not mind. 
Vic: "Are you going to slow down now?”  "Yeah my daughter always tells me, 
'mom slow down,' I say 'okay, okay.' Now, I learned my lesson," Cortez said.  In 
San Mateo County last year, eight motorcyclists died and 216 were injured. So 
far, this year there's been only one fatality.  Police attribute the drop in large part 
to safety operations like this one. 



HOME INVASION ROBBERY IN MOUNTAIN VIEW SHAKES UP 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
Friday, October 9, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM (1:50) 

A local student was the victim of a brazen home invasion robbery. He was woken 
up, tied up, and then thieves ransacked his home.  ABC7 News spoke to the 
young man's roommate who described what it was like finding her friend scared 
and hysterical. The break-in happened Wednesday on San Marcos Circle in 
Mountain View.  Extra patrols are in the Rex Manor neighborhood overnight. It's a 
sought after place by families since schools and parks are nearby, but now it's on 
robbers' radars as well.   On quiet San Marcos Circle, neighbors know each other 
and the one thing everyone feels is safe.  

Neighbor Maria Graham said, "I never used to lock my door. I'm locking it now.” 
 That sense of security disappeared this week, after robbers broke into a home 
through an unlocked window at 10:30 p.m. Once inside, they found a resident 
sleeping in his bedroom. But instead of sneaking right back out of the house, 
they tied him up.  Mountain View Police Sgt. Saul Jaeger said, "Tying the victim 
up, which usually gets them out of the way so they can continue to do what 
they're doing. We're not sure in this case whether they were expecting someone 
to be in the house or not.”  

Hui Xin also lives in the home. She spoke with ABC7 News through a translator. 
She found her housemate when she got home around noon. She said he was 
screaming and she untied him and called 911.  By then the robbers were long 
gone with thousands in cash. Xin lives in the home with her son, his girlfriend and 
the victim who is a student from Singapore renting a room. After what 
happened, she's scared and said she couldn't fall asleep last night.  Police don't 
have a lot to go on. The victim barely saw the suspects since he wasn't wearing 
his glasses. A witness saw a dark colored sedan parked in front of the house. 



HEALTH & SAFETY 

ABC7 LAUNCHES 5TH ANNUAL OPERATION 7: SAVE A LIFE 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM (1:19) 

ABC7 is proud to launch our annual Operation 7: Save a Life, to prevent 
tragedies from fires and carbon monoxide poisoning. Firefighters say they cannot 
stress enough the importance of having smoke detectors in homes, because 
every year they see people lose their lives and loved ones to fires that don't need 
to happen.  ABC 7 News morning anchor Eric Thomas MC'd the fifth annual 
Operation 7: Save a Life. Our general manager, Bill Burton, spoke about the 
benefits of promoting Carbon Monoxide Awareness Week and expressed his 
gratitude for the donation of Kidde smoke alarms and smoke detectors. The 
event occurred at Fire Station 1 in Oakland.  

ABC7 is proud to launch our annual Operation 7: Save a Life, to prevent 
tragedies from fires and carbon monoxide poisoning.  Bay Area firefighters say 
promoting awareness as the weather turns colder is crucial, because they've 
seen many low-income families use grills and portable heaters inside the home 
to keep warm, placing them in direct danger of possible carbon monoxide 
poisoning.  "Unfortunately they're uneducated with the bi-product, which is 
carbon monoxide, which is odorless, colorless, and you can't smell or taste," said 
Martin Mora with the San Jose Fire Department. 

Last year, more than 3,000 people died in home fires and more than 17,000 were 
injured. Firefighters say the largest percentage of deaths in the home while 
people are sleeping, further demonstrating how a working alarm can provide an 
early warning and make a difference between life and death.  ABC7 teamed up 
with Kidde and Home Depot to donate 3,000 smoke alarms and 300 carbon 
monoxide detectors across the Bay Area.  Operation 7: Save a Life serves as a 
good reminder to be prepared.  For more information on California's law, CO 
safety and how to protect your family, visit www.casafehomes.org. 



YOUNG GIRL ASSAULTED IN SF PARK BATHROOM 
Thursday, November 13, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (3:00) 

The search is on for a man suspected of sexually assaulting a girl at Lafayette 
Park in San Francisco's Pacific Heights neighborhood Friday afternoon.  Police 
say the 7-year-old girl was assaulted in the female restroom at the park. The 
room's beige colored walls and decorative tile are out of eyesight from the 
popular play area.  Parents visiting the park expressed their concern. 

"It seems like the safest park I could ever imagine and it's actually not. And I think 
parents take false comfort in that. I think that's the risk," said parent Peter 
Christodoulo.  "You hear about horror stories of that stuff but in this area you 
never thought that would happen," said Graham Belchers of San Francisco. 
 Marshall Butler was at the park Friday and saw police spring into action.  "I got 
here around 4, 4:15 p.m. and there were squad cars parked down at that end of 
the park and there were police talking with folks that were here," said Butler.  

"Don't assume anything, you can never be too safe," said parent Kate Belchers. 
 "You have to go follow them and you have to take that extra step and not keep 
them out of your sight," said Christodoulo.  Police released a sketch of the 
suspect late Saturday afternoon. Anyone who recognizes the suspect is asked to 
call them immediately. 



OAKLAND TEEN DEVELOPS HEALTH APPS TO HELP PEOPLE 
LOSE WEIGHT 
Friday, October 10, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (2:05) 

Sixteen year-old, Mexican-born Jorge Avelar-Lopez is surrounded by love. He 
says family support has pushed him and helped him to succeed when so many 
things outside his home are working against him, such as crime. 
"My school is basically five minutes away... and I can't walk to my own house five 
minutes away because of the danger," said Avelar-Lopez.  Not being able to walk 
to school doesn't mean he isn't thriving once he gets there.   

Jorge started learning to code in the 9th grade. He then enrolled in a summer 
computer course at Stanford and now he's using a new language called Ruby. It 
was Ruby that gave birth to the idea to change his community. 
"As a low-income minority, I know a lot of people overweight," he said.  Jorge 
says many low-income earners work more to make ends meet and don't always 
make the smartest food choices. "The income level is connected to the obesity 
rates," says Avelar-Lopez.  

Jorge decided he wanted to do something about it. He is one of 20 students to 
receive the prestigious Latinos on the Fast Track, or LOFT, fellowship. The 
program rewards Latino gamers and their ability to improve society.   
They were all invited to Washington, D.C. last week, to show off their apps. Jorge 
created Trim-fitt and Trim Fitt 2: Trash Smash. "It tries to encourage people to 
loose weight," explained Avelar-Lopez.  

Trim fitt works like this: You sign up and you're connected to a community of 
others struggling with weight. Your age, fitness level and BMI (body mass index) 
are matched with the others. A plan is developed to best help you achieve your 
individual fitness goals.  But he knew kids would be a tougher nut to crack, so he 
came up with Trim Fitt 2: Trash Smash. "It's like Whack-a-Mole, instead it has 
healthy and unhealthy foods floating around the screen," he explained.  Kids 
playing the game "smash" the un-healthy foods and earn points. Avelar-Lopez 
says, "And when they see it in real life, they'll say, 'That's in the game.' You know 
how little kids are, that's in the game, I'm not supposed to eat that." 



APPLE, FACEBOOK OFFER FERTILITY PERK FOR WOMEN 
Tuesday, October 14, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM (2:25) 

Google and Facebook are offering a new employee perk to attract more female 
employees. It allows women to keep working and delay motherhood for years. 
The two Silicon Valley giants are paying women to freeze their eggs. Egg 
freezing is expensive, generally costing a minimum of $10,000 and usually 
reaches twice that cost. 

Some are calling this a game changer for women in the workforce who want to 
be mothers.  For those of you who have read the Anne-Marie Slaughter article, 
"Why Women Still Can't Have It All," you realize how difficult it is to be at the top 
of your game while being a wonderful mom. Now these two companies are 
saying you can do both, maybe not at the same time, which opens up a whole 
new conversation.  

The tech industry is still dominated by men. Most women would say they 
welcome any amount of help to climb the corporate ladder.  How about up to 
$20,000 dollars to freeze their eggs?   "I think it empowers women because it 
gives them more of an option to take on their career now and not be pressured to 
have children now, right this second," said Jocelyn Nitahara.  Facebook offers 
egg freezing and storage as part of the company's benefit package. Apple will 
start doing the same in January.  

Apple told ABC7 News: "We want to empower women at Apple to do the best 
work of their lives as they care for loved ones and raise their families."  Quite 
often women put off having children because of their careers only to realize how 
hard it is to start a family later on. Others give up their careers during the early 
childbearing years.  

Doctor Carl Herbert is with the Pacific Fertility Center in San Francisco. He says 
eggs become less viable over time.  "These eggs are changing over time, so yes, 
the eggs that you have are more plentiful in your 20s and the percentage of 
good quality eggs is significantly higher," said Herbert.  The harvesting of eggs 
has been around for decades. Several hormone injections are needed to produce 
a fair amount of eggs.  "Some women will produce ten eggs, some will produce 
25 eggs," said Herbert.  Each time the cost is about ten thousand dollars. Both 
Apple and Facebook cover up to $20,000. 

Dr. Herbert says with today's new techniques, 85-percent of the eggs that are 
thawed, survive.  But don't expect every woman to jump at the idea.  "When it 
comes to getting involved in employee's health and longevity and family planning, 
I think it's over the top, it's creepy," said Denise Howell. 



BAY AREA COMPANY DEVELOPS DRUG PROCESS TO CURE 
MALARIA 
Wednesday, December 24, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (2:30) 

A technology developed in the Bay Area could soon be saving millions of lives in 
Africa. It's a breakthrough process for making a drug that can treat and cure 
malaria, which we first profiled in 2011. Now, the promise is becoming reality.   
For millions of people in Africa, protecting themselves from the mosquitos that 
carry malaria is a constant battle fought with bed-nets and insecticides. But now, 
help is arriving in the form of a drug that can treat the disease, quickly 
and inexpensively.  The drug is a semi-synthetic version of artemisinin, produced 
with a process pioneered by UC Berkeley researcher Jay Keasling, Ph.D. 

For decades artemisinin had been made solely from the wormwood plant, which 
often left it in short supply. Instead, keasling's team developed a way to 
genetically modify yeast to produce the same drug in huge brewery-like tanks. 

Keasling explained to ABC7 News, "And rather than spitting out alcohol as it 
normally does, it'd spit out this anti-malarial drug.”  However, to ship the drug 
Keasling licensed the technology to a French-based pharmaceutical company 
called Sanofi. And after years in development, the company just announced 
their first major delivery of 1.5 million doses. 

The deliveries were targeted to areas with some of the highest death rates from 
malaria in the world.Specific doses have been formulated for children, who make 
up a high percentage of the victims. Keasling says the plan isn't to replace 
the wormwood version of the drug, but to use the synthetic version to stabilize 
supplies. 

"So what happens with this drug when it's grown in the plant is that farmers first 
found out it was valuable so they planted a lot of it, and the price went through 
the floor, and they could no longer make a profit so they quick planting it and a 
few years later there was not enough artemisinin to go around," Keasling said.  

He says the synthetic artemisinin can be produced in a matter of weeks, rather 
than months, for about $2 a dose. He believes a steady supply of both versions, 
will now make artemisinin affordable to clinics and governments across Africa, 
saving an untold number of lives.  Keasling says the yeast process could 
potentially be explored again if a drug currently being tested against the Ebola 
virus proves effective. That drug is currently grown in tobacco plants and is also 
in limited supply. 
  



SFPD GETS $200,000 GRANT TO IMPROVE PEDESTRIAN 
SAFETY 
Thursday, November 20, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 4PM (:30) 

The San Francisco Police Department is getting a $200,000 grant to improve 
pedestrian safety. So far this year, 17 people have been killed on San Francisco 
streets. Last year 21 pedestrians died.  
The grant comes from the state Office Of Traffic Safety. The money will be used 
to increase enforcement at high traffic intersections.  "Know that when you are 
crossing the street in San Francisco, that you are in harm's way. Do not assume 
anything. Please don't be distracted by an electronic device," San Francisco 
Police Chief Greg Suhr said.  In addition to handing out more traffic tickets, San 
Francisco police will use the funds to make safety presentations at schools and 
to community groups. 



7 ON YOUR SIDE CONSUMER HELP

7 ON YOUR SIDE- BINDING ARBITRATION CLAUSES WAVE RIGHT TO SUE
Friday, December 26, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (2:20)

When you buy a product or service and something goes terribly wrong, you may 
think, I can always sue. but Consumer Reports warns that people often 
unwittingly give up their right to sue by agreeing in advance to submit any dispute 
to binding arbitration.  The used car Jon Perz bought seven years ago has hardly 
ever left the garage. There was an engine problem the dealer first failed and then 
refused to fix, and that made the car unsafe. The dealer also refused to return 
Perz's original $10,000 payment. Then Perz found to his dismay he'd agreed to 
binding arbitration and couldn't sue.

"I didn't even know what an arbitration agreement was," he said. "I was really 
beside myself that we've lost our right to court."  Instead of being heard by a 
judge or jury, the dispute was sent to an arbitration firm selected by the car 
dealership.  "Having the company select the arbitrator can be a serious conflict of 
interest," Margo Gilman of Consumer Reports said. "Unfortunately, such 
arrangements can be typical in binding arbitration agreements.”  Binding 
arbitration clauses are becoming a more common requirement, including for 
some big companies like Microsoft, Amazon, AT&T, and even services like 
Match.com.  The customer agrees by signing a contract, clicking "I agree," or just 
by using the product or service.

"Companies say that binding arbitration can make it easier and less costly for 
both sides to settle disputes. But there are concerns that giving up the right to 
sue can deprive consumers of an important legal protection.  Jon Perz regrets 
the day he ever signed that contract. Still, just a few weeks ago, after a seven-
year ordeal, the dealership was ordered by another arbitration firm to pay him 
$20,000 dollars in damages.  "This is not going to happen to me again," he said. 
"I will go to dealer after dealer after dealer, and my first question when I 
walk around the lot: Do you have an arbitration agreement?"  Consumer Reports 
advises that if you don't want to agree to binding arbitration, try crossing it out 
and requesting a new agreement, or if you have already signed, there might be 
an opt-out period.

http://match.com/


7 ON YOUR SIDE INVESTIGATION FINDS RECALLED PRODUCTS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (4:55)

A joint investigation by 7 On Your Side and ABC News has discovered that 
recalled products blamed for serious injuries to children are still being sold. 7 On 
Your Side warns it is "buyer beware" for anyone buying new or used 
merchandise.  Amputated fingers, fractured skulls -- those are just some of the 
injuries to children associated with recalled items we purchased. Now federal 
investigators are pressuring a local online retailer to end this game of recall 
roulette. 

Dylan Lamm of Santa Rosa fractured his skull when he toppled to the ground 
while sitting on a Bumbo chair. The injury to Dylan and 80 other children 
prompted separate recalls in 2007 and 2011. 7 On Your Side was the first to 
report on safety concerns with the chair. Just last month, a 7 On Your Side 
producer was able to purchase a recalled Bumbo chair after seeing an ad on 
Craigslist. Stories like that have federal regulators frustrated at the San 
Francisco-based classified advertising website.  

"I think it's morally irresponsible," Elliot Kaye, the new director of the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission in Washington D.C., said.  Click here to see ABC 
News Recall Roulette Affiliate Investigations 
Kaye talked to our partner in the investigation, ABC's Brian Ross, about recalls 
and items on Craigslist.  The company advises sellers on its website that the sale 
of recalled products is not permitted and says it has an automatic system to spit 
out recalled items. However, Kaye thinks Craigslist could do a better job of 
actively removing those items that do end up on the site.  "It's incumbent upon 
them to join us," Kaye said.  

We found Craigslist isn't the only place where you can purchase recalled items. A 
7 On Your Side intern bought a recalled McClaren baby stroller from the second-
hand store, Play It Again Kids in San Rafael. The stroller was recalled in 2009 
and has been associated with 149 injuries including 17 fingertip amputations; 37 
of those injuries occurred after the recall.  A person who declined to give her 
name and identified herself as a manager explained what happened. She said, 
"They are so many products that are recalled, that it's difficult for us to look at 
every single one and know which is recalled. But we do try.”  If those in the 
business of buying and selling products can't keep track of recalled items, what 
are the chances consumers can keep track? Stephanie Clark's dishwasher, 
which she bought new 10 years ago, burst into flames without warning. It was 
only then did the Marin County resident discover it had been recalled.  
Finney about recall roulette.  "I thought, 'Oh my God. I can't believe it,'" Clark 
said.  Clark says she neglected to fill out the warranty card, so the company had 
no way of notifying her. Her Bosch dishwasher was one of several models 



recalled for fire danger. There were 51 fires reported in all, including one in New 
York, which destroyed a kitchen.  

Our findings don't surprise Zach Weinstein of CALPIRG who said, "A lot of 
consumers aren't aware that it's a problem.”  There are three possible solutions 
to this issue. Solution one -- Weinstein thinks companies need to do a better job 
publicizing recalls.  "It would be very responsible for the company to actually 
make sure they utilize social media which a lot of people rely on," 
Weinstein said.  Solution two -- aggressively use filters to weed out recalled 
products.  

Brian Ross: "So Ebay does it." 
Kaye: "eBay does it." 
Ross: "Amazon does it." 
Kaye: "Amazon does it." 
Ross: "Craigslist does not." 
Kaye: "They do not and will not do it to date." 

Craigslist denied 7 On Your Side's request for an interview, but Ross caught up 
with its founder, Craig Newmark.  Ross: "The Consumer Product Safety 
Commission is very upset with Craigslist and what it's been doing with product 
recalls.”  Newmark: "I've already responded.”  Ross: "You've haven't answered 
our questions. We want to get your answers and your side of the story. Is it not 
possible to get your side of the story?”  Newmark refused to answer any 
questions, but a spokesman by email said Craigslist "deploys automated systems 
to help prevent posting of recalled items...and has further minimized the posting 
of recalled items by Craigslist users." 

San Jose-based eBay says it uses both software and human beings to weed out 
recalled products and bad sellers.  "It's a substantial technology and human 
resources commitment, but it's one of those commitments that we make without 
thinking twice," Jack Christin, eBay's associate general counsel, said.  Solution 3 
-- it is in the consumer's hands. Before buying any product, go to the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission's website to check for recalls.  Brian Ross continues 
our joint investigation on Friday on Good Morning America, World 
News and 20/20.  Tonight during ABC's 20/20 starting at 10 p.m. PT, Michael 
Finney will be live tweeting along with the show.  



7 ON YOUR SIDE HELPS SF SENIOR GET CORRECT TAX RATE 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (3:30) 

Voters in several Bay Area communities last week approved parcel taxes to 
support their schools. Districts allow senior citizens to opt out of paying them 
since many live on a fixed income. However, one Bay Area man says his district 
is making it hard to claim that tax break. 7 On Your Side looks into these 
claims.  A lot of people don't know they cannot pay these taxes. Those that do, 
find out it can be tricky to actually claim your exemption, as this viewer found out. 
He does qualify for the tax break, but he was charged anyway. He was so upset 
he called city hall, Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-California, and 7 On Your Side. 

San Francisco public schools get a boost each year from property owners. A tax 
of $224 per parcel brings $28 million for teacher salaries. However, not everyone 
has to pay it.  "Once you reach 65, you'd be exempt," Art Bodner said.  Bodner 
paid the tax until he turned 65 last year and applied for the exemption.  I had to 
fill out this form, send in two proofs of age ID. I had to show utility bills to show I 
lived here," Bodner said.  And the tax disappeared. However, that was last year. 
Now, it's a different story.  "So this year I got my tax bill and the parcel tax was 
still there," Bodner said.  School officials told him he was qualified for the tax 
break, but he couldn't get it this time around.  "The woman I got on the phone 
said, 'Oh, you've got to file for the exemption every year' and I said, 'Huh? How 
would I possibly know that?'" Bodner said.

The school district said he failed to re-apply for the tax break by June 30, which 
he must do every single year. Art says that's silly. Once you prove you're over 65, 
why should you have to keep proving it?
"I mean, as much as I would like to think it, I'm never going to be 64 again," 
Bodner said.  Bodner says many elderly won't remember to file every June and if 
they don't, they pay. No refunds.  The school district says it mails renewal notices 
to remind folks. Bodner says he never got one.  "It's sort of an 'I gotcha' thing 
cause then if you don't get the form or you forget to fill it out, that's extra money 
in their coffers," Bodner said.  Bodner contacted 7 On Your Side and we asked 
San Francisco Unified, "Why put that burden on seniors?"

The district said it must verify that the same person still owns the property, telling 
us, "A parcel is not eligible for the exemption if it is sold or transferred to a non-
senior resident. San Francisco Unified is a separate agency from the city and 
county. So unfortunately we do not have access to notices of the transfer of a 
property.”  Policies vary around the Bay Area. Districts like Novato Unified and 
Fremont Union High automatically renew tax exemptions for seniors each year. 
Others like Palo Alto and Cupertino require them to renew annually.  Still, after 
our call, San Francisco Unified did refund Bodner's $224 tax payment. 



"I'm glad I got my exemption, but it would thrill me to no end if in fact they just 
made it so all of us who are getting to be that age could file it once and not have 
to worry about it," Bodner said.   The school district grants exemptions to more 
than 20,000 seniors each year. At $224 each, it amounts to $5 million. Renewal 
forms require only a parcel number and signature, so it's a pretty easy process. 
Still, Bodner says it's a process that can slip through the cracks.



7 ON YOUR SIDE: MOBILE BANKERS AT RISK OF HACKERS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (3:30)

The recent hacking scandals involving nude pictures of dozens of celebrities 
exposes just how vulnerable all of us are to hacking and cyberspying.  7 On Your 
Side's Michael Finney talked to a high level security expert about what you can 
do to protect yourself.  Right now 50 percent of banking customers do their 
banking online or via their smartphones. As more banking moves toward 
our phones, the stakes are getting higher. The need to be vigilant is greater than 
ever Actress Jennifer Lawrence tops a group of A-list celebrities whose nude 
photos appeared online after cyber criminals hacked into their smartphones.

What happened didn't surprise Gary Miliefsky. He's CEO of the Internet security 
firm SnoopWall.  "The best way to steal information if you're a cyber criminal and 
to extort someone is on their mobile device," said Miliefsky.We've become more 
and more dependent on our mobile devices. The Federal Reserve found 50 
percent of smart phone owners have used their devices for mobile banking.  The 
more banking we do on our devices, the less cost there is for banks. It's no 
wonder that banks are encouraging their customers to utilize mobile banking. 
 Beth Mills is with the California Bankers Association.

"It's just the convenience of online and mobile banking has really appealed to 
people. Essentially you're bringing the branch of the bank into your phone," said 
Mills.  But how safe is mobile banking? According to Miliefsky, it's not safe at 
all.  "Mobile banking today is very insecure, and to top it off there's no antivirus 
out there that works well on any smartphone," said Miliefsky.  He says the 
biggest gateway for cyber criminals are the apps that we use. Many of us may be 
unknowingly giving app developers access to information that could leave us 
vulnerable.  

"Why are mobile application developers sending data to other countries, 
geolocating people, looking at their pictures, looking at their videos, sending & 
receiving information over the internet, looking at your contact list, having rights 
to read your SMS messages. It's unbelievable," said Miliefsky.  Even apps that 
seem innocent and safe like a flashlight app, aren't. Federal regulators reached a 
settlement with the app Brightest Flashlight, forcing it to now disclose its data 
collection activities in its privacy policy.  Miliefsky says that's a start, but not 
enough. 

"We're finding that apps that continue to run in the background and misbehave 
and collect information are not the ones that you want on your phone while doing 
mobile banking," continued Miliefsky.
He warns that hackers can eavesdrop on you if they are within 100-feet of you if 
your blue tooth is enabled. 



He suggests to think twice about granting any app permission to access the 
internet.  "So if you can get apps that will run without internet access, you're 
going to be much, much safer," concludes Miliefsky.  The California Bankers 
Association offers these safety tips for mobile bankers:

• Password protect your phone
• Don't use public wi-fi when accessing your bank online
• Close all apps when you're done
• Don't leave apps running in background

"Customers are not responsible at all for any transactions that are made online 
that are found to be unauthorized transactions," said Mills.  Both SnoopWall and 
the American Bankers Association say you should be concerned about using any 
flashlight app. SnoopWall has a free flashlight app.



7 ON YOUR SIDE TAKES A LOOK AT BOTH SIDES OF FLIPPING HOMES
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (6:00)

You've seen the shows about investors buying homes, rehabilitating them and 
selling them for a profit -- it's called "flipping." But how easy is it to make money 
flipping a home and what about the impact on the neighborhood and tenants? 
 Seven On Your Side has been following one project for a year and has some 
answers. We need to say one thing up front -- flipping is not something you'll 
want to do in your spare time. It's a major commitment, and a lot of work. If you're 
willing to put in the time and take on some risk, you can make money, but critics 
say the adverse impact of flipping on neighborhoods is too high a price to pay.

Alex Schroeder of Futures Designed loved the show "Flip This House" on A&E. 
He credits the program with inspiring him to become a full time flipper and says 
he flips about four homes a year.  "And that's fairly modest. Certainly if one builds 
a business around it, one can expect to do five, six or 10 or one a month," 
Schroeder said. 

He partners with Ken Gendemann of Alchemy Management Group. The two split 
the risk and also the profit. The pair purchased a foreclosed, three-bedroom, 
one-bath home in Berkeley. An investment group bought the property at a 
foreclosure sale for $461,000. Then turned around four months later and sold it 
to Gendemann's Alchemy Management Group for $535,000. Gendemann 
and Schroeder will rehabilitate the home, add a second bathroom and then resell 
it.  "With a project like this, you're looking at a good four weeks," Gendemann 
said. 

Gendemann calls this a typical rehab for a distressed property. There are 
engineering, foundation, electrical and plumbing issues that need to be fixed. We 
even saw a wall that had been ripped out.  "Typical, typical distressed real estate. 
People taking out their frustrations perhaps," Gendemann said.  If all goes well, 
Gendemann and Schroeder can expect a handsome profit. Daren Blomquist is 
with RealtyTrac. He told 7 On Your Side, "In San Francisco, the average flip gave 
a gross profit of more than $100,000 in the first quarter of 2014."However, that's 
down from a year ago when the average rate of return was 37 percent when 
more homes were being foreclosed. 

Gendemann isn't concerned. He said, "If you're clearing 20 percent, that's pretty 
comfortable.”  Gum Gee Lee is the other face of flipping. We first met her in 
October of last year -- the same time Gendemann and Schroeder 
were purchasing their home in Berkeley. An investor bought Gee Lee's San 
Francisco apartment building with plans to evict her and the other building's 
tenants then convert the building to condominiums. Gee Lee and her husband, 
Poon, fought to stay in their home. They lost.  



Gee Lee talked to us through an interpreter. She said, "There's a lot of people 
like me that are being evicted, that are being forcibly moved out of their homes, 
that are having a hard time finding a place to live again."

In cities like Oakland and San Francisco, the impact of flipping is attracting some 
major concern. In San Francisco, speculators have targeted rent controlled 
buildings like the one once occupied by Gee Lee.
"It's devastating in San Francisco when real estate speculators buy rent 
controlled homes where people are living, evict everyone from their homes and 
quickly flip those units," Dean Preston from Tenants Together said.  A map of 
West Oakland represents all the foreclosed properties bought between 2007 and 
2011 by just one investor, REO Homes. REO is one of Oakland's biggest 
foreclosure investors and today rents hundreds of homes it fixed up in West and 
East Oakland. REO Homes told us it "rehabilitated properties that were in severe 
disrepair" and is "invested in Oakland for the long term." Critics say REO's 
rental conversions have priced many longtime residents out of their 
neighborhoods.

"What's happening in the Bay Area, and certainly most acutely in San Francisco, 
are rents going through the roof. It's a regional crisis," Preston said.  But 
Schroder grimaces when he hears such criticism of flipping because he says it's 
demonizing an entire profession. He said, "We buy properties at a discount. 
That's where we make our money. We can't really sell them higher than the 
market.”  And Schroeder points out flipping is always a risk. His Berkeley rehab 
has stretched into December. A rebuilding project that was supposed to take four 
weeks is now into its fifth week and nowhere near being done. In fact, the permits 
from the city of Berkeley wouldn't be approved until March. The so-called third 
bedroom turned out to be an illegal addition done by a previous owner. 
That caused one permitting delay after another.

"This project ended up taking three to four months longer than had anticipated, 
so we had incremental holding costs that were not budgeted for," Gendemann 
said.  Construction on Gendemann and Schroeder's Berkeley property wasn't 
completed until this summer. But they ended up selling it for $949,000; that's 
$414,000 more than they bought it for.  Schroeder said the profit margin was 
somewhere between 35 and 50 percent. He said, "It's a good play. It's very 
rewarding. Like I said, it is worth two or three smaller flips."

Back in San Francisco, the unit Gee Lee was evicted from is selling for $759,000. 
She said, "I'm not holding a grudge against what happened to me. But you know, 
it was hard for me to deal with in my heart."
Proposition G in San Francisco would have imposed a property tax of 14-24 
percent on any building sold within five years of purchase, but it failed at the polls 
on Tuesday. 



7 ON YOUR SIDE: GET REBATE FOR RECYCLING OLD FRIDGE
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (2:45)

Did you know you can get a $50 rebate for recycling your old refrigerator? 7 On 
Your Side takes a look at how it works.  Old refrigerators are taking up space in 
people's garages and wasting precious energy.
Pamela Wellner of Energy Upgrade California says that's money out of your 
pocket. She said, "It costs you anywhere between $50-70 a year.”  You can avoid 
paying those energy costs and get an additional $50 rebate from PG&E by 
contacting JACO Environmental to haul it away for free. He said, "It uses four 
times as much electricity as units made today.”  By comparison, an Energy Star 
refrigerator will save you 10 percent in energy costs.  We took a look at what 
happens after JACO takes the refrigerator from your home. It tears the 
refrigerator apart and extracts the materials which are then recycled and reused.

Oils from refrigerants are cleaned and reused in other industrial equipment. The 
copper from the refrigerator is remade into wire and the aluminum into cans. The 
steel eventually becomes construction rebar and the tempered glass from your 
glass shelves is combined with other materials for making counter tops and even 
concrete. The foam winds up sealed in plastic bags. One bag represents about 
10 lbs. of polyurethane foam.

"The potential for the foam and other contaminants from the refrigerator could 
potentially be released to the atmosphere," Nicole Liebelt from PG&E 
said.  Those harmful gases are released at a rate of 5 percent a year, or more 
than two tons of CO2 over its lifetime while in the landfill.  "That's like taking a car 
off the road for a whole year. These are very potent greenhouse gases," Dunham 
said.  So when your refrigerator gets old and looks bad, it may be time for you to 
save money by recycling it and earn some money doing it.  The goal this year is 
to give out nearly $1 million in rebates for recycled refrigerators. Rebates are 
also available for purchases of new Energy Star refrigerators.



GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 

CALLS MOUNT FOR SFFD CHIEF HAYES-WHITE TO STEP DOWN
Thursday, October 9, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM (2:00)

San Francisco Fire Department Chief Joanne Hayes-White has lost the support 
of everyone in the department who voted Thursday. And later that night, the fire 
commission met for hours to talk about her fate. 
San Francisco firefighters paraded in and out of the Irish Cultural Center on 
Thursday morning. They were there to vote on whether to join calls for Hayes-
White to step down. As many as 200 of the city's 1,400 rank and file voted they 
have no-confidence in Hayes-White.  San Francisco Firefighters Local 798 
secretary Lt. Floyd Rollins II calls the response overwhelming. He told ABC7 
News, "They're the men and women who show up at the front door of anyone 
who calls for 911 and a statement of no confidence is pretty profound. It's not a 
personal attack. It is a business decision about the direction of the department 
that we all work for."

The heads of all the employee groups presented a letter to Mayor Ed Lee last 
month, citing a grave crisis of confidence in Hayes-White. And last week, the 
battalion chiefs and others in management did the same. We're told that 
Thursday there was virtually no support for the chief.  "I go back to the crisis of 
our EMS system," said Lt. Heather Buren. "And I believe our mission of the fire 
department is to protect the life and property of the people of San Francisco. And 
the state of our EMS system right now is not allowing us to do our job.”  Many 
firefighters tell us slow ambulance response time is the straw that broke the 
camel's back.

On Wednesday, the fire department arrived at a building in the Sunset District 
after carbon monoxide alarms went off. A 94-year-old man suffered a heart attack 
and dispatch records show the ambulance arrived eight minutes after the 
maximum response time. He died, but Hayes-White said Thursday that an 
emergency medical technician was already on the scene.  "The patient received 
immediate medical care because it was witnessed by our members who were 
right in front of him, providing cardiopulmonary resuscitation," she said.  The 
mayor has been standing by the chief. On Thursday, he called the crisis of 
confidence in the department a challenge.

"Our fire commission and I share the responsibility in evaluating the chief's 
performance," he said. "And we have committed to doing that, and that's where 
we're at.”  A San Francisco fire commissioner is calling on cool heads to prevail. 
The commission met late into the night Thursday to talk about Hayes-White's 
leadership.  Of the firefighters who voted ,only two say they still support the chief. 
Regardless, Chief Hayes-White says she feels affirmed and the commission isn’t 



rushing to take action.  Fire commissioner Ken Cleaveland calls the vote 
disappointing and premature. He said, "There's no reason in the world for us to 
jump the gun here without having some very defined performance standards to 
which she is to be held."

Despite this week's vote, the chief says she's confident things are headed in the 
right direction. Hayes-White told ABC7 News, "I've reached out to all the 
employee work groups. I've met with two earlier this week and have asked for all 
the other employee groups to come together. I think the only way we can resolve 
things is to have a face to face, as opposed to speculation, letters being written 
and so forth.”  The union plans to deliver Thursday's vote to the commission and 
the mayor as soon as possible.



CONCERN OVER SJ CITY COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS, POSSIBLE 
RECOUNT
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM (2:00)

The counting of ballots continues in Santa Clara County, but there is a concern 
over whether results from the general election may have been compromised.  On 
the eve of the election, an IT manager in the registrar's office abruptly resigned. 
Some wondered whether protocol regarding his resignation was followed and if 
the incident would affect the election in any way.  Registrar Shannon Bushey 
says, in the interest of transparency, she asked the Secretary of State to review 
the county's election results. Her goal was to reassure the public that there were 
no irregularities.  "I am very confident in our vote tabulation system and the 
results of the elections as they have been reported," Bushey said.

But as of Friday afternoon, Bushey said she was still waiting on word from 
Sacramento.  Then later on Friday, the Secretary of State's office emailed a letter 
they had sent Bushey, reminding her of a conversation earlier this week in which 
they told her the ball is in her court.  The District 7 seat for San Jose City Council 
hangs in the balance.

Political newcomer Tam Nguyen currently holds a slim lead over Franklin-
McKinley School Board member Maya Esparza.  Nguyen wants to ensure that 
every vote is counted.  "Just to make sure, nothing that we can even hint or 
detect of any irregularities," Nguyen said.  Esparza is just as curious about what 
happens next. "I'm not sure what the future holds. I'm just trying to keep an open 
mind and make sure really that everybody's vote counts," she said.

As of Friday morning, there were 4,400 provisional ballots left to be counted. 
 Santa Clara County hopes to have final numbers by Sunday.  The election will 
be certified on December 2 and any possible recount would happen after that 
date.



SJ CITY COUNCIL APPROVES MEASURE TO MAKE HOUSING MORE 
AFFORDABLE IN CITY
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (2:20)

The San Jose City Council Tuesday approved a Housing Impact Fee of $17/
square foot on new market-rate rental housing, which would make housing more 
affordable in the city. The vote was 7-3, with Mayor Reed voting no.  The 
economic recovery has boosted hiring, but it's also put a squeeze on housing. 
Rents are rising and that's creating a hardship for low-income families.  The San 
Jose City Council addressed that with a new fee to create affordable housing. 
 Non-profit groups and housing advocates rallied outside city hall Tuesday to 
show their support for a plan many have been working on for two years. It's a 
plan to generate millions of dollars for affordable housing by charging a fee to 
builders of rental units.  Demand is estimated to be 30,000 in a city where two-
bedroom apartments can rent for $2,500.  Mayor-Elect Sam Liccardo says that's 
a stretch, even for some professionals. "We have a crisis with teachers and 
nurses who are working very hard who have nowhere to live in our city, so it has 
a lot of different dimensions and we're going to need a lot of tools," he said.

And one of those tools before city council is a $17 per square foot fee for builders 
of rental units. That would generate $24 million a year, replacing what the now-
defunct redevelopment agency used to channel into affordable housing projects. 
 Other Bay Area cities with similar plans charge much more. The fees are 
anywhere from $23 to $25 per square foot.  The beneficiaries are people like 
Anthony King who lives in an affordable unit in San Jose's Midtown. "With having 
my housing needs secure, I'm able to look toward trying to find you know gainful 
employment. I'm also in the process of trying to get custody of my son back, 
trying to go to school," he said.

Advocates say the plan will ease overcrowding. "There's a lot of doubling up and 
couch surfing and not just individuals but families as well and that's below the 
surface that isn't immediately obvious, but it contributing to our homelessness 
issue. It's contributing to our housing crunch," Housing Trust Silicon Valley CEO 
Kevin Zwick said.  However, council member Rose Herrera worries this could 
hurt smaller projects and could lead to higher rent to cover the fee.  The new fee 
would not be imposed until mid-2016 to grandfather construction underway. It 
could also face a legal challenge.  The council began to hear public testimony 
late Tuesday afternoon and voted in favor of that fee early evening.



US GOVERNMENT LAB HELPING TO DEVELOP BETTER BATTERIES
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (2:05)

The push is on in the U.S. to put more electric cars on the road, and one of the 
world's leading laboratories is helping to develop better batteries.  It is said to be 
the nation's longest building -- the nearly 2-mile-long Stanford Linear Accelerator 
Center, a government lab run by Stanford in Menlo Park.  It helped find the 
missing piece of the Big Bang Theory.  It unlocked the earliest writings of 
Archimedes, hiding beneath layers of other writing and paint. A researcher from 
SLAC said it was written 2,200 years ago and again 30 years ago.  Now, that 
very same x-ray, in a donut-shaped part of the lab called the Synchrotron, is 
helping scientists learn about something else -- batteries.  "We can shoot through 
the full battery cell to see the battery in reaction in real conditions," SLAC 
associate staff scientist Yijin Liu said.

Watching the molecules as they charge and discharge is a game-changer for 
battery makers.  "They were almost guessing as to what was actually happening. 
They would develop a new battery pack, a new cell, with new materials, and it 
worked or it didn't," CalCharge President Jeff Anderson said.  That's why those 
companies are now teaming up with the national labs in a project called 
CalCharge.  It gives battery makers easy access to the government's tools and 
scientists to speed up innovation.  "You will see, hopefully, cheaper batteries for 
electric cars, things that have a longer range, cheaper batteries for the grid, and 
hopefully that means you'll end up getting a better iPhone battery at the end of 
the day," Lawrence Berkeley Lab staff scientist Venkat Srinivasan said.

Batteries have hit a plateau. While computer chips have doubled in density every 
two years, batteries have inched along, getting about five percent better per year. 
 Speeding that up could speed the adoption of electric cars."Which are important 
in the national interest for environmental reasons, for economic and energy 
security reasons," SLAC Strategic Planning Director Mark Hartney said.  There's 
one more way all this research serves the American public. Beyond just building 
better batteries for technology, another goal of it is learning how to build those 
batteries in America.  "We don't make batteries in the U.S. We've lost 
manufacturing a long time ago, so we think one of the opportunities in front of us 
is we can bring back U.S. manufacturing," Srinivasan said.  In fact, about half of 
the CalCharge companies are Bay Area startups and thanks to these x-rays, they 
won't be poking around in the dark.



CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERS HOTLY DEBATED OAKLAND ZOO EXPANSION 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2014 - ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM (2:15)

Tuesday night the Oakland City Council will consider a controversial plan to 
expand the Oakland Zoo. The zoo wants to develop new exhibits in nearby 
Knowland Park, which is a large open space.  Environmentalists and neighbors 
have been fighting the project for years, saying it would lead to the loss of critical 
habitats.  The group the Friends of Knowland Park protested outside Oakland 
City Hall before the meeting and attended the meeting. The zoo's plans have 
been a contentious issue for 17 years in the city. At the meeting, there could be a 
final vote on this issue.  Knowland Park in the Oakland Hills is peaceful in 
appearance, only. If words and will could rip a place apart this might be one of 
them. 

"It is wild. It belongs to the city and the people of Oakland," Friends of Knowland 
Park member Thelda King said.  "Well it is all a matter of what is best for the 
entire community," Oakland Zoo CEO Dr. Joel Parrot, DVM, said.  That's why 
there was a noisy demonstration outside Oakland City Hall Tuesday, to be 
followed by a debate. And it's all over a 17-year-plan by the Oakland Zoo to 
expand into a Knowland Park ridge. It has previous council approval and $60 
million at the ready. It also has opposition from the Friends of Knowland Park and 
among them is King who regards the plan as open space robbery.  "This is the 
crown jewel of this park. Why should we destroy it?" King said.  To hear Parrot 
tell it, the word destroy should be replaced by enhance. He said, "People who 
oppose it just are not willing to share, they're not willing to share the open ridge 
view experience."

That experience would include a gondola. The new gondola would go at the zoo 
and go up 1,800 feet, up two ridges, to the California trails exhibit. It would be 45 
fenced off acres.  "Animals that are not even here anymore, but it's on our state 
flag, so that's the Grizzly bear, jaguar, and the American bison," Parrot said. 
 "Everything they want can be expanded and used on their existing footprint," 
King said.  The zoo's latest roadblock is the endangered Alameda whipsnake, 
which also lives on that land. At the Oakland City Council meeting, they will vote 
for or against a whipsnake habitat easement that would allow the zoo project to 
continue. 

"To think that there are still people that are trying to stop the project on a 
technicality is disappointing, but I think what it has done is it has brought to the 
entire community the chance to talk about it," Parrot said.  Oh, they're talking, 
alright... 17 years' worth and no matter what the outcome of this vote, the debate 
will likely to continue.  "We will evaluate our options and we will not give this up," 
King said.



SAN JOSE CITY COUNCIL APPROVES TAX ON AIRBNB RENTALS
Wednesday, December 10, 2014  - ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM (2:05)

The San Jose City Council has voted to enforce a 10 percent tax on people who 
book a short term rental home on AIRNB.  It's the same amount that's already 
charged to rooms on traditional hotels. Last night's vote also legalizes the online 
home sharing service which was technically prohibited even though about 300 
San Jose homeowners were still renting out rooms or even their entire home. 
 San Jose joins San Francisco and Portland in enforcing the country's first 
AIRBNB taxes with many other cities expected to follow suit.


