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An Oregon law that went into effect in June 2017 says people are not liable for damages if they enter a 
car to rescue a child or pet they believe is in imminent danger of serious harm.  A person who enters a 
motor vehicle, by force or otherwise, to remove a child or domestic animal left unattended in the motor 
vehicle is not subject to criminal liability. 

Aired 7/4 for 43 seconds throughout the day.  

 

Oregon voters will vote in November on Oregon's sanctuary state law, after more than 97 thou7sand 
signatures were turned in to the Secretary of State's office.  The ballot initiative         was 
spearheaded by the group, Oregonians for Immigration Reform, which previously helped defeat a 
measure that would have given undocumented immigrants Oregon driver licenses. 

Aired 7/18 for 57 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Auto thefts are on the rise in most parts of Oregon, according to an insurance company group.  Overall 
auto theft was up 26% last year---the latest year for which information is tabulated.  Salem recorded 
the biggest increase--almost 50%.  Car thefts were down slightly in Eugene, and were down by 26% in 
Corvallis.  However, Corvallis Police Captain Nick Hurley says officers are seeing an increase this year.  
Captain Hurley says he thinks he knows the reason why:  OSU students, and residential newcomers.  
He says there are many more residents in Corvallis this year, so, he says, crime grows proportionally. 

Aired 7/18 for 47 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

It's in the water--and you won't like it.  The state has issued a health advisory for a popular beach 
destination---Sunset Bay State Park near Coos Bay.  The state found unhealthful levels of fecal bacteria 
in the ocean waters.  The state Health Authority advises beach-goers to avoid direct contact with the 
ocean water, or risk coming down with respiratory illness, or diarrhea.  The advisory says you can have 
a fun time at the beach by flying kites, picnicking, and playing----just don't go near the water. 

Aired 7/20 for 58 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

The Coast Guard cutter, Steadfast, is due to steam back into home port at Astoria this weekend, after a 
three week patrol off the coast of South America in the Pacific, during which it seized about 17 thousand 
pounds of cocaine, worth nearly 260 million dollars.  The Coast Guard reported that one of the seizures 
came after a high-speed chase of a fishing boat.  The smugglers dumped bales of cocaine in the ocean 



and escaped, but Guardsmen and women hauled in 11 thousand pounds of the illegal drug in that haul 
alone. 

Aired 7/23 for 52 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Lane County has lost 49 boxes of patient information, from the low-income Community Health Centers 
and the Development Disabilities office....more than 700 clients' information may have been 
compromised.  The county said the missing records were first noticed during a routine search in 
mid-June.  The clients' information was given to a moving company, which was supposed to take the 
boxes to a storage facility.   The county says the boxes may have been destroyed on purpose----but it 
cannot say for sure.  Investigators have no idea where the clients' information went, but they say they 
don't think the information was stolen---although, they don't know that for sure, either.  Lane county 
says it is reviewing its record storage proceedures. 

Aired 7/25 for 46 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

About ten earthquakes shook the Oregon coast Tuesday moprning, but a geologist says it doesn't mean 
that the so-called 'big one' is any closer.  The cluster of quakes started rumbling about nine miles 
beneath ground level near the California border.  Professor Ron Metzger says the quakes are pushing 
underground plates apart, and pushing some of them underneath the North American continent.  
Metzger says the ground on the Oregon coast rises about an inch every three years, because we live in 
an active earthquake region. 

Aired 7/25 for 43 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Rescuers from the Sweet Home Fire Department were the first to get to a Eugene woman who fell and 
broke her ankle on a steep trail near Blue Pool on the McKenzie River east of Eugene Monday.  18-year 
old Sara Shepler was trying to reach the pool when she fell---and reported by cell phone that she could 
not put weight on her foot.  Firefighters from McKenzie arrived after Sweet Home firefighters, and 
helped Sweet Home rescuers set up a rope system to get Shepler back to the main trail, where Linn 
County Sheriff's search and rescue team members carried her to the trailhead in a stretcher. 

Aired 7/25 for 48 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

More help is on the way to fight the many fires that have broken out in the summer heat.  200 
National Guard citizen-soldiers will spend their regular summer training using picks, shovels, and water 
hoses instead of rifles.  The soldiers will arrive this week in Salem for wildland firefighter training, and 
then be dispatched to Oregon wildfire hotspots.  Meanwhile, the state and several counties in the 



Mid-Willamette valley are ratcheting up restrictions on campfires, gasoline engine use, and open flames 
due to the extreme fire danger. 

Aired 7/26 for 43 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Big wildfires are getting out of hand in Oregon.  Governor Kate Brown  says she will meet today with 
Oregon Department of Forestry officials to review the efforts to control the biggest blaze, near Grant's 
Pass.  the Garner Complex of fires has grown to more than 20 thousand acres----and it's only 18 
percent contained.  ODF says the fires threaten 13-hundred buildings, including several homes that 
have been evacuated. 

Aired 7/26 for 52 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Some like it hot----but the hot summer weather can be dangerous, according to doctors with the Oregon 
Health Authority.  They're warning people--particularly the elderly and those out working in the 
sun--that heat stroke can cause disability,  or even death if it is not dealt with quickly.  Doctors say 
heat stroke causes ultra high body temperatures,  red and hot skin, a rapid pulse----and, in extreme 
cases, unconsciousness.  Doctors say heat stroke can be brought on by prolonged exposure to heat, 
vigorous excercise, or physical work in the heat----especially if you're not hydrated enough.  They say if 
you are recreating or working with someone who shows symptoms-----move them to a cooler location, 
apply cool, wet cloths, and call 9-1-1. 

Aired 8/3 for 58 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

The lazy, hazy days of summer are underway....but that haze can harm your lungs.  So, the Oregon DEQ 
has come up with an easy way to tell if the air around you is full of junk.  The free "oregonair" 
smartphone app-----that's all one word----"oregonair"-----uses smiley and frowny faces to grade the air 
you breath in different parts of the state.  A DEQ spokeswoman says the app is perfect for people who 
are travelling, or away from their computers.  She says the color codes on the app range from 
green------meaning, take a deep breath, the air's fine------to purple----meaning hazardous air--breathe it 
at your own risk......in between are yellow, which means the air is unhealthy for those at risk,  and, red, 
which means the air is unhealthy for everyone.  You can download the app for free at app stores for 
android and iPhones. 

Aired 8/20 for 66 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

There's music wafting over the Brownsville farmers' fields.....for the last year, the Willamette Country 
Music Festival is underway outside of Brownsville in a farmer's field.   The Brownsville 'metropolitan' 



area swells from two thousand to 20-thousand people on Festival weekend.  The music festival started 
as a small experiment 11 years ago, and grew tremendously when Bi-Mart took over sponsorship.  
Bi-Mart says it is still negotiating for a new venue for next year, but insiders say the festival may be 
relocated to the Harrisburg area. 

Aired 8/20 for 47 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

A major disaster was averted near Brownsville by a day's timing.   A small plane crashed into a 
farmer's field outside Brownsville on Monday..........if the crash had occurred  on Sunday, the plane 
would have come down into the middle of a packed VIP Beer Garden at the Willamette Country Music 
Festival.  As it was, the experimental plane crashed into temporary fencing that was still up at the site, 
and came to rest in front of the stage, that was still standing.  Pilot John Loomis escaped with minor 
lacerations and back pain.  The 69-year old was taken to a Springfield hospital. 

Aired 8/21 for 55 seconds on newscast throughout the day. 

 

Campers won't have to worry about dousing those campfires as of Friday on the Willamette National 
Forest------they won't be able to have campfires.  That's because of worsening fire danger in the forest, 
and because of the 26 fires started by humans so far this year in the forest.  The ban includes fire rings 
at developed campsites.  In fact,  if you are part of the 20% of adults who still smoke, you won't be 
able to do that either, except in a vehicle.  You can only run your generator on a paved area in a 
developed campsite.  Motorized vehicles are restricted to designated trails and roads. 

Aired 8/24 for 56 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

When you are running, you can't help but take big gulps of air....that's why organizers of the famous 
Oregon Hood to Coast relay race have actually considered cancelling the road run.  Dan Floyd is the 
CEO of the event.  He says organizers are watching the smokey skies.  He says this is the first time 
that he's ever had to consider the smoke in the air during the race.  Wildfires around the region have 
made the air potentially unhealthy during the race.  19 thousand people are hoping to run part of the 
way from Mount Hood to Seaside on Friday and Saturday. 

Aired 8/24 for 55 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Someone sent up a drone over the Terwilliger fire in East Lane County on Sunday-----which grounded 
firefighting aircraft near the Cougar Reservoir.  A spokesman for the firefighting team said the drone 
could have posed a danger to helicopters supporting firefighters on the ground.  The Sheriff's ofice is at 
work to catch the drone operator, who could face a fine of up to $27,500.  Officials have closed 26 



campgrounds in the vicinity of the fire.  The fire started at the popular Terwilliger hot springs, briefly 
trapping 20 mostly naked people.  Fire officials say a hot springs user may have started the blaze. 

Aired 8/28 for 47 seconds on newscasts throughout the day 

 

So much of Oregon agriculture depends on bee pollination.  As you may have heard over the past few 
years, honeybee populations have been decimated by parasites, and by nicotine-based pesticides, which 
have caused several well-publicized, massive bee die-offs.  So what to do???  Harvard scientists are 
sending some experimental mini-drones to Oregon, and other agricultural states.......the little robots 
come equipped with gel-coated horsehair bristles, to collect pollen, and some even have tiny wings that 
flap.  The little Robo-bees------still in the experimental stage----are designed to replace bees if humans 
continue to kill them off. 

Aired 8/29 for 49 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Corvallis Police officers are successfully 'punking' bicycle thieves......the department receives 300 stolen 
bike reports each year.  Thieves often think bikes are easy targets.......but not any more.  Now,  
police are putting specially designed bikes out there as bait.  The department says it has arrested ten 
would-be bike thieves who took the bait since January.  The sucker bikes can be traced by  gps 
locators---and police can sometimes see the perp ride off on the stolen bike. 

Aired 8/20 for 43 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

You'll soon see flashing red lights on school busses and flashing yellow lights on school zone signs.  It's 
a sign that summer is ending, and the school year is beginning.  There is a 20 mile per hour speed limit 
that is enforced next to school grounds, from 7AM to 5PM, even if lights are not flashing.....and in other 
areas, like  crosswalks used by students------even blocks away from the school----you'll have to slow 
down to 20 miles per hour when the yellow lights flash....even if there is not a student in sight.  And if 
you see a school bus stopped with red lights flashing, you have to stop, too----even in the opposite 
lanes, unless you're on a physically divided highway.  Remember, kids's safety is at stake------and fines 
are considerably higher for infractions in school zones. 

Aired 8/30 for 67 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Governor Kate Brown has refused to debate her underdog Republican challenger,  Representative 
Knute  Buehler in his backyard......she turned down the Central Oregon City Club's offer of an October 
first debate in Bend.  Brown did not give the club a reason for turning down the offer.   Buehler 
wants ten debates all over Oregon.  Brown has agreed to just three televised debates.........two of them 



in Portland,  and one in Medford.  The Bend City Club president says two thirds of Oregon's land is 
east of the Cascades, but that statewide candidates often dismiss it entirely.  Brown says Central 
Oregon residents can just watch the three debates on T.V. or their computers.  Brown's administration 
set a goal this year of reaching out more to Central Oregon,  but a Brown campaign planning document 
obtained by a Portland newspaper says Brown will reach out to the Bend area by mounting a P.R. effort 
to crow about her successes to Bend area reporters.  She does say she's taking the three debates 
seriously.  She has hired a speech coach, who worked with her in 2016. 

Aired 9/5 for 72 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

The Oregon Department of Education wants to make sure 'back to school' is not 'back to bullying'.  
Department Director Colt Gill of Eugene says there are already laws and programs on the books to 
prevent bullying----but he wants to do more.  The department formed a bullying advisory committee 
last spring made up of parents, students, teachers, lawmakers, and so-called advocates.  It is supposed 
to involve students all over the state, asking those closest to the bullying problem for answers.......Gill 
says special emphasis must be placed on protecting students of color,  and the nine percent of 
statewide students who he says are already on record as  5th grade, 9th grade, or 11th grade gays and 
lesbians.  Gill says a big part of the solution to bullying is for schools to embrace diversity. 

Aired 9/6 for 68 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

It's been a dry summer---in fact, it's setting records.    One hundredth of an inch of rain fell at the 
official reporting station in Salem on Monday.  That is the first wetness on the ground in Salem in 90 
days.  The old dry streak record was 79 days, in 1967--more than 50 years ago.  Before Monday, the 
last measurable rain in Salem was three hundredths of an inch on June 11th.   They say, when it rains, 
it pours......the forecast for the rest of the week is a better than 50-50 chance of showers. 

Aired 9/11 for 45 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

In real estate, they talk about location, location, location.  Now, a report by the Oregon Health 
Authority claims that location has a huge influence on how long Oregonians live.  According to the best 
data they could come up with, and a few computer models,  if you were born in and live in part of 
northwest Portland, you'll live to be 89 years old.........that's the healthiest birthplace in the state.......on 
the other hand,  if you were born in Medford, along the west side of I-5, and you stay there, you'll kick 
the bucket at age 66.  Life expectancy in Oregon varies by  15-to-20 years,  even within the same 
city, according to the number crunchers.   The report drew on data from the U.S. census.  The 
Oregon Health Authority stands by the wild idea that you will live more than 15 years longer than your 
neighbor who was born a few blocks away. 



Aired 9/12 for 56 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

A school district in Southern Oregon is coming under scrutiny for its volunteer background checks, after 
a kindergarten volunteer was arrested for sex abuse.  72-year old Jerry Lodge was known as "Grandpa 
Jerry' by kindergarten kids in White City......but, under questioning by Jackson County Sheriff's 
detectives, he admitted touching two girls under their clothing, when others were not looking.  He also 
confirmed the girls' stories that he warned them to keep the abuse a secret.  Lodge will spend 75 
months in prison, if he makes it.  He was placed in the classroom by the Foster Grandparent Program, 
which claims he passed a background check. 

Aired 9/14 for 49 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

The hunt is on for a cougar that mauled and killed a 55-year old hiker in the Mount Hood National 
Forest.  The state has closed off 30 thousand acres  and 14 hiking trails to humans, while it looks for 
the  vicious cougar.  Wildlife officials say the search area is huge.......because male cougars normally 
roam an area averaging 123 square miles.  The search team hopes to find a cougar in the area where 
the attack took place----kill it----and compare the cougar's DNA to samples taken off the dead 
hiker.........a spokesman says searchers will kill as many cougars as it takes to get a DNA match,  
because it is not practical to capture and hold multiple cougars to get a DNA match. 

Aired 9/14 for 56 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

National Republicans think Knute Buehler can beat Governor Kate Brown.  We know that because of 
the bottom line in politics------money.   The Republican Governor's Association has given Buehler 
750-thousand dollars.  The group says----and we quote----"the Oregon governorship is a prime pick-up 
opportunity for Republicans this November".   Buehler also recently got a million dollars from Nike 
co-founder Phil Knight.    State records show that Buehler now has 1-point-6 million dollars in the 
campaign war chest.  Brown has almost three times that much---mostly because she faced no 
opposition in the Democratic primary, while Buehler had to spend heavily in the Republican primary.  
Recent polls show a tight race. 

Aired 9/19 for 57 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Is it the Trump economy, or, as Barak Obama claimed in a recent speech-----is it all about Obama????  
Either way, the Oregon unemployment rate has  hit a 42-year low.  The official U-2 jobless rate for 
August was 3.8%------the lowest rate since records started 42 years ago.  80-thousand Oregonians are 
listed as unemployed----down 7500 people from a year ago.  Labor economists say it's a tight market 



right now,  with many people entering the work force being snapped up by employers.  The biggest 
job gains in August were in Construction, and Wholesale and Retail Trade.  Government employment 
was actually down a few hundred jobs in August. 

Aired 9/19 for 49 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

Oregon education continues to lag behind other states.  Data released reluctantly by the Oregon 
Education Department shows that, statewide, only 41 percent of students met math standards for their 
grade.....a dismal number that is even lower than last year.  In science, 60 percent of students tested at 
standard level......also down from last year.  55 percent of students met English standards for their 
grade.  In this area, Corvallis, Philomath, Scio, and Lebanon students outperformed the state average in 
every subject.  Albany students dropped in every subject. 

Aired 9/21 for 45 seconds on newscasts throughout the day. 

 

 

 


