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WGEM airs many broadcasts that contain stories dealing with the problems and 
important issues of the communities that we serve. Listed below, by problem and 
need category, are topics of those stories that were broadcast during this quarter. 

1) BUSINESS:  Health care system, need for more industry; more tourism; more jobs; downtown 

revitalization; economic and industrial development; improved tax climate, lower worker's 

compensation, availability of liability insurance; more regional cooperation 

2) ECOLOGY:  Management of Ecology, landfill space, problems of hazardous waste; weapons 

proliferation; nuclear energy; soil erosion; situation of Quincy Bay; need for preservation of 

environment; pesticides and herbicides run off problems; conservation and recycling; flood 

control; sewer/water-system/water quality; pollution control. 

3) EDUCATION:  Need for upgrading of system and high educational standards; school funding 

and support of system, education for non-traditional students; post-graduate educational 

opportunities; educational priorities; retaining & acquisition of new job skills; continuing 

education; adaptation to high technology; more parental involvement. 

4) YOUTH:  Problems of juvenile delinquency; lack of activities; drop-out rate; drug and alcohol 

abuse; lack of funds for youth centers; need for more jobs; more programs and facilities; day 

care centers; retention of youth in community; teenage pregnancy; better teen center; better 

communications and awareness of services available. 

5) SOCIAL:  Aids, rising medical costs, need for resources for elderly; strengthening of family unit; 

transportation and housing for poor and elderly; more programs for elderly; needs for the 

disadvantaged; nurses, doctors, and dentists; problems of alcohol and drug abuse; racial 

problems; lack of opportunities for black; child abuse; spouse abuse; sexual abuse; support for 

single parent families. 

6) AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY:  Commodity prices, affect 1996 Farm Bill; high agricultural 

production costs; high interest rates; availability of credit. 

7) TRANSPORTATION:  Need for better highways, including four-lane expressways; rail service; 

maintaining air service; retain bus routes; city street repairs; maintaining AMTRAK service.  

Rising fuel prices. 

8) CITY/COMMUNITY:  Flood impact, need for adequate housing for poor and elderly; strong 

community leadership; community pride; growth/population decline; more blacks in political 

community; long-range community planning; community clean-ups; better enforcement of 

minimum housing codes; city-wide effort against alcohol and drug abuse; annexation. 

9) LAW & ORDER:  Need for honest government; crime prevention; getting tough on drunk drivers; 

problems of vandalism; high crime rate; including white-collar crime; arson; overcrowded Illinois 

prisons; increase in spouse, child and sexual abuse; seat belt usage; gun control and substance 

abuse; gang activity. 

10) RECREATION:  Need for more and improved facilities; more cultural programs; women's 

recreational center; teen & youth centers.
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WGEM NEWS                                                                                                             

Locally Produced        

Monday-Friday   5:00am   (120 min) 

Monday-Friday  7:25am, 7:55am; 8:25am, 8:55am, 9:25am, 9:55am   (5 min) 

Daily                  12:00pm, 5:00pm, 6:00pm, 10:00pm   (30 min) 

Saturday- Sunday   10:00pm   (30 min) 

 

1/1 
Business 

• With new laws in place on January 1, 2020, patients in Illinois will see healthcare coverage 
programs expand. 

• Hundreds of people lined up outside of Herbal Remedies Dispensary in Quincy, waiting 
hours on New Year’s Day to be some of the first people to buy recreational marijuana in 
Illinois. 
City/Community 

• An advisory group appointed by Missouri's governor says the state's levees need to be 
strengthened and repaired, especially in rural areas hit hard by prolonged flooding in 2019. 

• 255 new laws are now in effect in Illinois. 

• Levee officials weigh in on new report that pushes for better flood protection.  
 
1/3  
Agricultural Economy 

• Illinois 18th District U.S. Representative Congressman Darin LaHood met with local 
farmers at the Adam's County Farm Bureau today. 
City/Community 

• Multiple new businesses opened up in downtown Hannibal in 2019. City leaders hope to 
attract even more businesses to Hannibal in 2020 in order for the city to grow. 

• Hannibal Regional Hospital officials announced Friday that Rowyn Mae-Bione Thompson 
was the first baby of the new year born at the hospital. 
Transportation 

• Lee County road crews said they're ready for whatever winter weather Friday night brings. 
Business 

• The Keokuk City Council voted to schedule a public hearing to discuss the sale of the 
empty lot located a 629 Maine Street to two local developers with big plans. Local 
businesses said they’re happy to see something being done with an empty piece of land. 

• Since December 12, Blessing Hospital has restricted who can visit the hospital because 
they are seeing a rise in the number of influenza cases in our area. They are once again 
reminding people of those restrictions because they've seen a number of people ignore 
them. 

 
1/7 
City/Community 
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• After a record year of flooding in the Tri-States last year, the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, the Illinois Department of Insurance and the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency are telling residents to plan for emergencies now. 

• The city of Quincy now has more money to put towards pensions, due to a mistake found 
when the city looked at each tax revenue source back in September of 2018. 

• Lee County EMA Coordinator, Steve Cirinna, said that he plans to retire on June 30. 

• The Hannibal City Council voted to accept a bid for demolition of a property neighbors said 
needs to go, and to accept another as a donation to the city. 
If you're looking to become a firefighter, the Quincy Fire Department is now taking 
applications. 
Business 

• The Illinois Department of Agriculture has opened the application process for Cannabis 
Infuser, Transporter and Craft Grower Licenses, including for social equity applicants. 
Law & Order 

• A 21-year-old Quincy man, Kolter Melvin, was sentenced after pleading guilty in October 
to battery of a Lyft driver. 
Education 

• The Fort Madison School Board voted to put a facility improvement levy on a March 3rd 
special ballot at their meeting Monday night. 

• State lawmakers are discussing proposals to prohibit seclusion rooms in schools after 
scathing reports found abuse of those spaces last fall. 
Recreation 

• Hannibal Parks and Recreation officials are asking for around $61,000 from the Hannibal 
City Council tonight to pay for extra excavation of a Northern area of Huckleberry pond 
where seepage was present, and the hauling of material. 
Transportation 

• Crews with Cape Air at the Quincy Regional Airport spent today getting everything ready 
inside the airport, as they prepare for their planes to take flight Wednesday morning. 
 
1/9 
City/Community 

• City and county leaders gathered in Macomb this morning to sign a resolution reinforcing 
the community's commitment to inclusion and diversity. 

• Hannibal Convention and Visitors Bureau officials are planning to move into their new 
building near the Aquatic Center in February.  

• Quincy man Forrest Ashby was suspended from his job Wednesday following the release of 
an email that suggested he helped cover up a rape in Champaign, Illinois. 

• A northeast Missouri woman, Kaijah Dehning, is auctioning her artwork off in order to 
raise money to help fight the fires burning in Australia. 
Transportation 

• MoDOT officials say crews are getting ready to tackle winter weather over the weekend. 
Law & Order 
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• Illinois State Police said they're working to reduce tens of thousands in backlogged FOID 
requests, but it's going to take time, leaving local gun owners frustrated. 
Business 

• Many Quincy residents are opening their Ameren Illinois bills to find an insert saying their 
utility bill is going to cost more, which city officials said is not the case. 

• A new business in Hannibal, the Quilting Body Shop, is hosting its first open house this 
weekend. 

 
1/13  
City/Community 

• Illinois Governor JB Pritzker asked for the resignation of his Agriculture Director, John 
Sullivan, after learning from investigators that Sullivan knew about an alleged rape cover-
up and never reported it. 

• The city of Quincy is spending half a million dollars to look at the future of its wastewater 
treatment facility. It's part of what officials are calling phase two of a project to overhaul 
the aging facility. 
Transportation 

• Plans to improve the safety of a dangerous intersection are moving forward. The 
intersection is at the median crossover intersection of U.S. 61 and Route A in New London. 

• A recent car crash on Highway 336 has city and state leaders pushing to make the Macomb 
bypass safer. 

• No students were injured after a traffic accident involving a Beardstown school bus. 
Business 

• Understanding the enormous importance of the actions of Illinois state government, 
Quincy Media, Inc. has launched a year-round, fully-staffed, Illinois Capitol Bureau. 

• Fort Madison Community Hospital officials say they're instituting new restrictions on who 
can visit newborns in the hospital's birthplace. 
Youth 

• Blessing Hospital pediatrician Dr. Olumide Faniyan recommends that parents watch out 
for your child's exposure to the RSV virus and gives preventive measures. 
Law & Order 

• Officials from Fort Madison's old fort said they're looking to raise $10,000 for new 
volunteer uniforms, weapons and more. 
Recreation 

• The Quincy Park District will use a private grant to install fitness equipment at Quincy’s 
South Park and Moorman Park. 

 
 

1/15  
Education 

• Quincy University is offering the Pursuit of Learning in Society (POLIS) program to keep 
seniors active and social. 
Business 



2020 1st Qtr Rpt 

 

WGEM-TV  Page 5 

• Local exterminators are warning of a possible increase in the amount of bugs you may 
encounter the winter weather stays mild. 

• The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation announced today that a 
“Secondary Site” adult-use cannabis license was issued to RiSe - Quincy. 

• The state of Illinois gave the green light for RiSe to open, but the store is still closed and 
has not indicated when it will open.  

• Two Quincy community members were inducted into the Quincy Chamber of Commerce 
Business Hall of Fame this afternoon, Phil Conover and William F. Gerdes III.  
City/Community 

• Clark County, Missouri firefighters had to return to the scene of a vacant house fire twice in 
the 400 block of Walnut in Kahoka. 

• The Hannibal City Council met in closed session about the former St. Elizabeth Hospital 
property which has set empty for three decades. 

• Governor Mike Parson delivered the 2020 State of the State Address to the Missouri 
General Assembly today. 

• Local officials are looking at funding to keep a local 9-1-1 center here in Adams County 
viable. 
Law & Order 

• Testimony began in Quincy on Wednesday in the retrial of Steven Gavin. 

• An Illinois state commission discussed best ways to regulate lobbyists, ethical standards 
following corruption investigations.  
 
1/17  
Transportation 

• Missouri Department of Transportation officials say road crews are prepared for the winter 
weather expected in the Tri-State area today. 

• Quincy plow crews took to the streets Friday night as too make sure roads stayed clear of 
ice and freezing rain. 

• MoDOT officials said since the weather switched to freezing rain and sleet today, they've 
been treating roads every shift, and they said it likely won't stop until sometime Saturday. 
Education 

• The Quincy Public Schools Foundation ended its 2019 Dream Big Annual Campaign by 
exceeding the $200,000 goal by over $90,000, with a final total of $294,000. 
City/Community 

• Governor JB Pritzker signed the License to Work Act on Friday, eliminating driver’s license 
suspensions for most non-moving violations. 

• The Illinois Senate will have a new president on Sunday. Lawmakers are already backing 
two candidates for the leadership role. 

• John Heidbreder who served on the Adams County Board for 42 years has died. 

• Power crews are on the lookout for downed power lines and power outages tonight. 

• The winter weather is providing an icy mess for those who work outside.  
Law & Order 
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• The owner of a tourist duck boat that sank in a Missouri lake, killing 17 people, has settled 
its final pending lawsuit for an undisclosed amount. 

• Friday marked the third day of testimony in the retrial of Steven Gavin. 

• Specialists who treat drug addiction in Hannibal said methamphetamine use is still 
rampant in the region, despite the national opiate crisis. 

 
1/21  
Education 

• Many Tri-State kids scheduled to head back to school Tuesday following the holiday, are 
instead off again due to slick and icy road conditions. 

• Many Missouri schools were out today because of the snow and ice over the weekend. New 
this year, there are changes to how lost time will be made up. 

• Missouri Governor Mike Parson made a stop in Hannibal to talk to local military members 
and their spouses about two bills that, if passed, would grant reciprocity for military 
spouses when it comes to occupational licenses or certificates. 
City/Community 

• The Iowa caucus is less than two weeks away but why does Iowa go first in the country?  

• Multiple fire crews were called in to fight a house fire in Lewistown, Missouri this morning 
but The water used to fight the fire on the ground around the house and fire trucks quickly 
iced over. 

• Former South Bend mayor and presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg rallied support in 
Keokuk this morning at a town hall meeting. 

• The village of Golden passed an ordinance to prohibit the sale of adult-use cannabis and 
residents are finding it confusing.  

• Five hundred seventy-four people were accidentally registered to vote in Illinois, even 
though they are documented immigrants. Now Illinois House Republicans are calling for a 
hearing to discuss the safety of the state's automatic voter registration system. 

• New this year at the Democrat caucus in Iowa is the satellite caucus.   
Recreation 

• The Quincy Park District said they're holding a public open house on Tuesday, January 
28.to get the public input about options for Lincoln Park.  
Business 

• Kansas City Chiefs AFC championship merchandise has made its way into the Tri-States.  
 

1/23  
Education 

• The USDA is proposing more flexible guidelines for school lunches but school officials at 
Blessed Sacrament School in Quincy say it is too early to tell how that would impact them.  

 
Law & Order 

• Quincy Police are asking for help in solving several vehicle burglaries in Northwest Quincy. 

• After almost 14 hours of deliberation over two days, a jury has found Steven Gavin guilty 
in the 2015 murder of Carlous Wires. 
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• There were emotional moments in the courtroom this afternoon when a guilty verdict was 
handed down, finding Steven Gavin guilty of First Degree murder and Armed Robbery.  
Education 

• Governor JB Pritzker signed legislation which will allow students to be excused from 
school for two hours to vote in any election in Illinois.  

• Quincy Public Schools is asking voters for more money to help hire more special education 
teachers.  
City/Community 

• The Illinois State Board of Elections (ISBE) reported on Thursday that based on new 
information, 15 people had voted illegally in 2018 and 2019 due to a registration error. 

• Quincy is in the process of transitioning to monthly utility bills which has caused some 
confusion. 
Business 

• The Lee County Conagra Brands facility announced this week that they are expanding 
their facilities, investing $31,900,000 and adding approximately 91 jobs. 

• Beginning January 26, the United States Postal Service will increase prices. 
Social 

• Springfield is the first city to approve on-site consumption of marijuana at a dispensary. 
The Adams Street dispensary will include a marijuana lounge. 

• Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation (TMS),  new way to treat depression, is now available 
from the Blessing Health System physicians. 

 
1/27 
Business 

• Clarity Healthcare in Hannibal is now offering an employment service program aimed to 
connect people with disabilities to jobs in the area. 

• RiSe – Quincy an adult-use recreational marijuana dispensary at 2703 Broadway St. plans 
to open on Friday. 

• Conagra in Lee County has a $32 million expansion plan to add 91 jobs to the plant by 
2021.  

• The Illinois Legislative session begins tomorrow. 

• A bill in Iowa will advance to a full senate committee that would prohibit drivers from using 
handheld cellphone or electronic device to send or view messages while driving. 
Education 

• Residents in Quincy learned how a $5.3 million tax referendum would help fund the public 
school system at a town hall meeting tonight. 
City/Community 

• The Great River Economic Development Foundation has a announced a new outreach 
initiative tonight calling it a Community Concierge Program.  

• Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos spoke at the Missouri State Capitol today to speak 
about the Education Freedom Scholarship proposal. 
Law & Order 
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• Quincy Department Deputy Chief Michael Dade  was presented his new badge tonight for 
his new role as Deputy Chief of Administration. 
 
1/29  
Law & Order 

• Illinois is reporting opioid-related deaths are down and Adams County EMS says this may 
due to the fact that they are using more Nacaran to reverse opioid overdoses. 

• An investigation into the circumstances that lead to Donald DeBoer’s death in downtown 
Quincy at the end of December has concluded the death was accidental. 

• Carlous Wires Jr. was released from jail early due to 'safety concerns' according to State's 
Attorney Gary Farha. 
Transportation 

• Drivers who take Highway 24 near Paris, Missouri have to go a different way for now while 
bridge repairs are being done. 
Business 

• There's a lot of work being done to the former Miller Furniture building in Pittsfield, Illinois 
to transform it into new office space for Whitetail Properties. 

• Picture Pittsfield president Jessica Guthrie said the economic development committee has 
been working with local businesses to see how they can attract more shoppers and 
businesses to Pittsfield, Illinois.  

• The third year of Titan's exclusive sales training program for tire dealers, also known as 
Titan University Summit or "Titan U," is underway. 
Social 

• NECAC is assisting in the Annual Point in Time state-wide homeless count. This count is 
used to figure out how to help the homeless more effectively.  
City/Community 

• Gov. Pritzker addressed ethics reform and a clean energy plan  during his State of the 
State address. 

• The city of Quincy may soon crack down on people are using their RVs to live in that are 
parked in residential areas.  

• Governor JB Pritzker delivered the State of the State address today and showcased how 
Illinois is growing stronger each day.  

• Over a hundred members gathered at The District’s annual meeting tonight where they 
handed out awards and explained their vision for 2020. 

 
       1/31  
       Law & Order 

• Quincy Police arrested two people for burglary early Friday morning, an 18 and 15 years 
old. 

• Illinois State Police were in the Capitol building Wednesday to execute a search warrant at 
House Speaker Mike Madigan's office related to a sexual misconduct investigation against 
a former state representative. 
Education 
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• John Wood Community College is hosting a Sophomore Career Fair today. 

• Officials are speaking out about a tentative agreement for a contract extension between 
Quincy Public Schools and the union representing its workers. 
City/Community 

• Local lawmakers are weighing in on the new house bill 2088  that could impact gambling 
machines in Missouri. 

• The QPS Blue Devil won the Salvation Army’s Captain Kettle Mascot Challenge back in 
December and was given the trophy during halftime at Friday’s game.  

• Former Vice President and 2020 Democratic candidate Joe Biden was campaigning in Lee 
County, Iowa today. 

• Hundreds gathered on the banks of the Mississippi at Nauvoo, Illinois to remember an 
important moment in America's history of religious freedom, the Mormon journey west. 
Youth 

• A Lee County kindergartner, four year old Dempsey Wagner, is raising money for the 
county’s K9s. She has raised nearly two thousand dollars. 

 
2/4  
City/Community 

• The Lee County Democrats said they were experiencing issues Monday night while trying 
to report caucus results over the party's backup phone system. 

• Illinois lawmakers are considering proposed legislation that could give dogs and cats more 
legal protection. 

•  The Iowa Democratic Party says delays in reporting the outcome of Monday’s caucuses 
were due to a coding issue that has been fixed. The party says it hopes to release results 
“as soon as possible.” 

• Democratic Party officials in Iowa are planning to release a majority of the delayed caucus 
results by 4 p.m. 

• Initial data released by the Iowa Democratic Party shows Pete Buttigieg and Bernie 
Sanders ahead in the state's first-in-the-nation presidential caucuses. 

• Changes could be coming to Canton, Missouri soon, as city and community leaders begin 
work on a long-term strategic plan for the city. 
Law & Order 

• Quincy Police said Tuesday an hours-long standoff with an armed man in the 1100 block of 
York Street ended just before 6:00 p.m. They took the man into custody after 7 hours of 
negotiations. 
Business 

• The city of Pittsfield is setting the stage for a new business to move into town by rezoning 
856 West Washington Street from residential to business. 

• Tri-State Hy-Vee stores will be reducing store hours in February. 
 

Youth 

• Illinois Senators are demanding answers from state agencies in a “flawed” transition to 
YouthCare program.    
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2/6  
Transportation 

• The Marion County Sheriff's Office is warning drivers about snow and black ice, which can 
even develop on roads that have already been treated. 

• Westbound traffic was down to one lane of traffic today on Interstate 72 between Hull, 
Illinois, and Barry, Illinois, as crews worked to clean up debris from a camper trailer that 
someone lost as they were pulling. 
Business  

• Energy Transfer, a pipeline company from Texas, donated $160,000 on to 2x4's for Hope. 

• Officials with the United Way of the Mark Twain area said they're on track to meet their 
goal for their campaign for the 2019-2020 year. 

• Fire officials in Hannibal said a grant discussed at a recent city council meeting could be 
critical in getting their aging SCBA gear replaced. 
Education 

• Alumni returned to Quincy University today for Alumni Day. 

• Western Illinois University has received funding from the state to jump start a plan to build 
a new Performing Arts Center. 

• Friday classes at Quincy's St. Peter School have been canceled due to a flu outbreak. 
City/Community 

• The City of Macomb and several entities at Western Illinois University have collaborated to 
promote Macomb and WIU as the spot for a new HGTV series, “Hometown Takeover.” 

• Macomb  is preparing for phase two of a downtown revitalization project. 

• The Illinois Joint Commission on Ethics and Lobbying Reform discussed ideas to change 
the current State Officials and Employees Ethics Act during another hearing today. 

• Early voting is underway across the state of Illinois including right here in Adams County. 

• Local business owners are weighing in on tax incentives the city of Quincy is set to propose 
next week. It's all part of Mayor Kyle Moore's 45x30 plan. 
Law & Order 

• A Barry, Illinois, man, Isaac Henson, was arrested Wednesday after he sent inappropriate 
messages to a female juvenile over social media. 
Social 

• NECAC said sign-ups for weatherization are still open and thanks to a partnership with 
Ameren Missouri, they're hoping to tackle more homes. 

 
2/10 
Law & Order 

• A 67-year-old Hancock County man is dead and his 36 year-old-son has admitted to killing 
him. 

 
Education 
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• The Quincy School District Board of Education and the Quincy Federation of Teachers 
Local 809 have both approved an extension to the existing collective bargaining 
agreement that will take effect if voters pass the 53-cent tax referendum on March 17. 

• WGEM's Tony Cornish Jr. talked at Quincy High School this afternoon as the school 
observed Black History Month. His topic was “Preparing to Step into YOUR Greatness.” 

• Kyle Van Ausdall has been teaching financial literacy for six years at Central Lee High 
School in Donnellson. He said the school is ahead of the rest of the state, making the class 
a graduation requirement. 
Transportation 

• A new bill proposed by a Northern Illinois lawmaker would ban pumping your own fuel at 
all Illinois gas stations. 

• Today's Challenge, Tomorrow's Reward is the motto for the Illinois Department of 
Transportation's 30th annual conference. This year, the group got an assist from 
inspirational basketball coach Ken Carter. 

• Rep. Camille Y. Lilly explain the proposed gas bill would only give an option, not a 
requirement for pumping your own gas. 
City/Community 

• The YMCA in Hannibal is collecting diapers, wipes and pull ups for struggling families in the 
area. 

• A mistake in Illinois' automatic voter registration system could mean deportation, criminal 
charges or both for a handful of immigrants who cast ballots. 

• The city of Quincy is accepting firefighter applications. 

• A community is in shock after a man admitted to killing his father. It happened around 
8:30 Monday morning in Pontoosuc, Illinois. 
Business 

• This week at the Salvation Army Kroc Center in Quincy is allowing members to bring a 
friend for free. Non-members can purchase a day-pass and bring a friend for free, as well. 

• The Pike County Chamber of Commerce has a new executive director, Christy Davenport.  
Social 

• Missouri is set to receive additional technical assistance from the U.S. Department of 
Labor to help people with disabilities find jobs. 

 
2/12 
Transportation 

• One of the resources Tri-State drivers use is MoDOT's Traveler Map and a lot of work goes 
into updating the conditions for your morning and evening commute. 

• Vehicles trying to enter Missouri on US 36 near Hannibal experienced delays this 
afternoon.  A truck tractor semi-trailer was jackknifed and blocking both westbound lanes. 

• There were slide offs and low visibility for drivers in Northeast Missouri.  
 

Education 

• Quincy Federation Union officials are speaking about how they would move forward if the 
QPS Referendum were to fail in March. 
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• A new Future Ready Iowa mentoring initiative will be launching this month.  
Law & Order 

• A man reported to police this afternoon that his SUV was shot while he was driving down 
Interstate 172 in Adams County. 

• Chief Bogue said the Palmyra Police Department received several reports of vehicles being 
entered unlawfully over the weekend and urged residents to lock their vehicles. 

• Felons in Missouri may face more scrutiny in Missouri if a new bill expanding DNA sample 
collection is passed by legislators. 
City/Community 

• Tony Price, the chairman of the Iowa Democratic Party, has resigned after a disastrous 
caucus process beset by technical glitches led to a dayslong delay in reporting the results, 
inconsistencies in the numbers and no clear winner. 

• Illinois Rep. Sue Scherer wants to ban mechanical restraints, and add new DCFS child 
investigators. 

• The city of Macomb is declaring a Snow Emergency starting at 10:00 PM tonight that will 
last until Thursday evening at 8:00 PM. 

• No matter the type of emergency, even ambulances will be forced to take it slow on the 
roads tonight. 

 
2/14 
Business 

• Hy-Vee in Quincy was bustling with Valentine's Day shoppers. Store Director Steve Labs 
said the rush started mid-morning and will continue throughout the day. 

• The new Hannibal Convention and Visitors Bureau’s construction is further delayed. 

• Local restaurants are cashing in on a busy Valentine’s Day night out for many people. At 
Tiramisu in Quincy, they brought in extra staff to make sure things ran smoothly.  
Recreation 

• The future of Tri-State travel baseball could be right here in Quincy, as Moorman-
Wavering Park is set to be the scene for 22 travel ball tournaments starting this spring.       
Social 

• As foster kids age out of the system, the Northeast Community Action Corporation has 
rent assistance vouchers for them. It’s a brand new program called the Foster Youth to 
Independence initiative. 
City/Community 

• Asst. Fire Chief James Pioch of Quincy give tips on preventing flue fires.  

• Iowa Democratic Party Officials have agreed to hire two lawyers to investigate the state’s 
lead-off presidential caucuses. 

• February is Heart Month and local doctors said you should know your risk of a heart of 
attack before it's too late. 

 
 
       2/18  
       Agricultural Economy 
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• Farm officials say the economic impact in China of the coronavirus could have a trickle-
down effect on Tri-State farmers, with less demand for products including soybeans or 
livestock. 

• Farmers and firefighters are concerned we could see a spike in grain bin entrapments this 
year because of last year's wet harvest. They are trying to raise awareness of the concern 
during grain bin safety week. 
Law & Order 

• Quincy Police arrested Bruce Dyer II following an investigation of arson Monday night of 
the building connected to The Scoreboard Bar & Grill. 

• A man and two women are in custody after leading law enforcement on a high-speed 
chase and crashing multiple times early this morning. 
City/Community 

• Illinois lawmakers are promoting legislation to reduce single-use plastics in the state. 

• A bill is making its way through the Missouri capitol tonight aimed at creating a 
prescription drug monitoring program once again. 

• A proposal to ban the use of mechanical restraints by DCFS employees was met with 
strong opposition during a committee hearing Tuesday afternoon. 

• The Marshall family has a new place to live thank to NECAC after a fire destroyed their 
previous home in January.  
Business 

• Fort Madison business owner Dave Taylor of  10th Street is hosting an open house for local 
businesses to come together and create a stronger community. 

• Local restaurants have mixed reactions on proposed legislation to limit use of plastic 
straws.  
Education 

• Juniors at Central Lee High School's carpentry three class were hard at work today building 
Lee County its very own K9 obstacle course. 

 
2/20  
Education 

• Missouri lawmakers are discussing House Bill 1961 or the "Keep Our Schools Safe Act." The 
goal is to have a teacher or school resource officer armed with a gun at all times in the 
building, but not every school district in northeast Missouri is on board. 

• Several teachers learned more about play-based learning for young students today as part 
of training through the Regional Office of Education. 

• Free community college in Illinois is what Governor Pritzker has proposed for students who 
qualify for the state's MAP grant program and local schools react to Pritzker’s proposal.  
City/Community 

• The Missouri Senate has passed legislation that would provide a tax incentive to save 
money for long-term care expenses. 

• A group of Illinois House Republicans addressed one of their main concerns with Gov. JB 
Pritzker's proposed FY2021 budget Thursday morning. 
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• As we celebrate black history month, officials in Hannibal are looking into the past and the 
future of black-owned businesses in Hannibal. 

• While Missouri is still dealing with the aftermath of last year’s flood, Missouri Governor 
Mike Parson is proposing a $4 million budget to be set aside for disaster recovery funds for 
this year.  
Business 

• Officials with the National Weather Service said now the flash-flood alerts sent to your 
phone will only be for "the most life-threatening flood events". 

• Airports around the nation are warning of chaos for passengers if the White House doesn't 
postpone the real ID deadline but Quincy travel agents said they don't think it will be a 
problem. 
Law & Order 

• Quincy man Gage Patterson, who is accused of multiple abuse charges, fleeing officers and 
aggravated battery will return to court next week after the court rejected a plea deal. 

• The Adams County Sheriff’s office is hiring correctional officers for the new Adams County 
Jail.  

 
2/25 
Social 

• A new study found that first responders are more likely to die by suicide than in the line of 
duty. 
City/Community 

• The winter weather has caused multiple slide-offs during the morning commute across the 
Tri-States. 

• A Liberty School District bus with students on board slid off the road and went down an 
embankment causing the bus to roll onto its side.  

• Fort Madison city leaders said pieces have been falling the building located at 732 Avenue 
G for months and if the owner doesn't make the necessary repairs soon, they'll go to court. 

• Attorneys for the city of Fort Madison and the owner of the building at the corner of 
Avenue G and 8th Street reached an agreement to move the renovation process along. 

• A scary morning for grandmother Carolena Schwartz, after receiving a phone call from her 
grandson, after being involved in a bus crash this morning in Liberty. 

• The Macomb Rotary Club donated a new van to the Samaritan Well homeless shelter in 
Macomb to help the residents.  

• The City of Quincy pushed back Tuesday over comments made at the State Capitol by the 
Alliance to Prevent Legionnaires Disease about its water treatment system. Director of 
Utilities Jeffrey Conte said Quincy's drinking water is safe. 
Law & Order 

• Quincy teen Roger Parker, Jr., accused of shooting and killing 18-year-old Darrell E. Kelley 
Jr. of Quincy, has been found fit to stand trial. 

• There is a new bill in Missouri to make it so healthcare workers won’t get in trouble for 
providing clean hypodermic needles to drug users. 
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• Police and Republican lawmakers say they're concerned about a recent change in 
procedure by the Illinois Department of Corrections related to undocumented felons and 
wonder how many individuals have been released without notice.    
Business 

• Illinois company Challenge Unlimited is re-energizing a vacant building in Quincy. 

• New Mark Twain Boyhood Home and Museum Executive Director James Lundgren met 
with the community tonight. 
 
2/27  
Business 

• Governor JB Pritzker signed a bill last year and the Illinois Department of Labor is raising 
awareness about the law. The law states that tips are the property of employees, and that 
their employers cannot retain them. 

• Governor JB Pritzker also announced today that he wants to set aside money to fully fund 
the Illinois Veterans Home Project and want to spend $80 million to replace the Memorial 
Bridge in Quincy at some point.  
Recreation 

• Quincy Park District crews were out today removing dead trees from Berrian Park today 
and will eventually replace them.  

       Transportation 

• Governor JB Pritzker was in Quincy to announce plans to upgrade Highway 57. 
Law & Order 

• Officer at the Palmyra Police Department will soon have new guns.  Chief Bogue says 
they’ve trade in their old 40 caliber side arms for newer 9-millimeter models. 

• As the Coronavirus spreads, the BBB is urging caution against Coronavirus Scams. 
City/Community 

• The Illinois Joint Commission on Ethics and Lobbying Reform addressed prohibited 
activities for public officials this morning.  

• Illinois Treasurer Michael Frerichs held his annual Black History Month celebration at the 
Capitol today. 

• The counting of the Iowa Democratic Party’s February 3rd Caucuses appears to be over and 
the results were announced and resulted in no change to the national delegate allocation. 

• Iowa lawmakers moved forward with a hands free only cell phone bill in the Senate even 
though they are still trying to figure out how it would work.  

• Missouri’s Health Director will testify on Monday in Jefferson City before a new House 
Committee related to the Coronavirus on state’s response plan.  
Social  

• Missouri lawmakers in the House have discussed many bills involving LGBTZ issues this 
past week, but the Sen. Caleb Rowden says the bills are not a priority right now in the 
Senate. 

 
2/28 
Business 
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• NEMO lawmakers are pushing for a workforce development bill. It would give local 
companies a larger pool of applicants to hire from.  
Agricultural Economy 

• Governor JB Pritzker appointed Jerry Costello II to serve as the Director of the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture today. 
Law & Order 

• First responders were honored by the Exchange Club of Quincy. This year's Law 
Enforcement Officer of the Year Award went to Trooper Donald Borgmeyer with the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol. 
Education 

• Some new technology has Hannibal teachers excited. The QBall is proving to be a valuable 
teaching tool. 

• A sculpture was unveiled on the front lawn of Quincy Notre Dame High School. It's the 
fourth of eight sculptures that are a part of the Moorman Foundation and Art's Quincy 
Celebration of Education Sculpture series. 

• Brian McGee was inaugurated as the 24th president of Quincy University today. 
Recreation 

• Quincy Park officials said they will open the parks to vehicle traffic sometime in April. 
City/Community 

• This week the Marion County Commission signed off on a grant to install a outdoor 
warning system in Taylor, Missouri and residents said it's overdue. 

• St. Peter's in Quincy is holding a prom dress resale Saturday in the school's gym to raise 
money for its sister parish in Haiti.  

 
3/3  
Business 

• Empower Missouri wants to attract more developers to build affordable housing and is  
advocating for the state to bring back a match program that would allow the state to give 
developers tax credits. 

• Officials at the Scotland County Hospital said they're seeing up to 10 confirmed cases of 
influenza a day in recent weeks. It has doctors and nurses on high alert, both for the flu, 
and the potential of the Coronavirus coming to the Tri-States. 

• The Iowa Department of Health is hosting a series of webinars to educate Iowans about 
the coronavirus. 
Education 

• Voters in the Fort Madison school district passed the Physical Plant and Equipment Levy to 
improve the school buildings in the district. 

• Officials at Quincy University are on high alert, as the coronavirus continues to spread and 
may mean canceling plans to study abroad. 

• Over 1,000 members of the Illinois Association FFA descended on the Capitol today.  The 
high school agriculture students get to meet with their local lawmakers and address the 
importance of agriculture across the state. 
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• Representatives from Illinois State University were at the Capitol Tuesday morning to 
present their budget proposal for Fiscal Year 2021. 
City/Community 

• The Illinois State Police said a plane crashed at about 8:49 a.m. near mile marker 126 in the 
middle of the interstate in Logan County, Illinois. All three occupants are deceased.  

• The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services  has begun the process of revising 
its rules for Missouri’s medical marijuana program. 

• A hearing board of the Illinois Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission 
recommended  that the state disbar former Governor Rod Blagojevich, given what they 
called his "serious misconduct." 

• Southeast Iowa voters took to the polls Monday to decide the fate of a Fort Madison 
school levy. 

• The Illinois Public Health Director is heading to Washington D.C. to testify in front of 
Congress for more testing kits and extra funding for preparedness. 

• Hannibal's Tree Board President Kristy Trevathan said BASF has backed their plan to plant 
around 70 Bald Cypress Trees in an area near south Main and Washington Street. 

       Law & Order 

• William Christopher Niemet of Fulton, Missouri, owner of the Golden Corral franchise in 
Quincy, has pleaded not guilty to a 1991 murder. 
Transportation 

• A $33 million dollar infrastructure plan is officially underway in Quincy. The plan is set to 
improve water and sewer mains along with streets and sidewalks. 

 
3/5  
City/Community 

• City officials and Quincy Right on Q will be holding the final Quincy Regional 
Transportation Plan public open house tonight. People will have the opportunity to meet 
with engineers and give feedback. 

• The Missouri House has passed legislation that would require children younger than 2 to be 
placed in rear-facing car seats whenever they travel in Missouri. 

• The Missouri Senate has passes legislation targeting telemarketers who try to trick people  

• The fifth case of Coronavirus has been reported in Cook County, Illinois. The individual had 
traveled earlier this month to Italy.  

• Officials at the Adams County Clerk’s Office  are testing voting machines from four 
precincts to make sure that voting for the Illinois primary Election will run smoothly.  

• Residents are upset over the placement of a new wind farm in rural McDonough and 
Warren counties. Concerns are about long term health, lights and the noise. 

• Firefighters were struggling to contain a fire at a home near La Prairie, Illinois with the 
high winds in the area. 

 
Law & Order 
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• Two Quincy residents were lodged in the Adams County jail Thursday morning after a 
shooting in rural Adams County. Kayla Obert and Gabriel Alvord of Quincy were arrested 
for attempted murder. 
Recreation 

• After years of planning, and asking for funding, the Quincy Bay restoration is now on a 
shortlist of projects. 
Business  

• QMG's cancer institute is officially open at the Quincy Mall and local businesses are already 
seeing a favorable impact. 

 
3/10  
City/Community 

• Voters in Missouri will be headed out to vote for the presidential primary today. 

• Adams County Clerk Chuck Venvertloh announced that hours for early voting will be 
extended this week. 

• A home has been destroyed after a fire burned through a mobile home at the Hultz 
expressway Mobile Home Park in Adams County this afternoon. 

• The threat of the coronavirus impacted voting protocol Tuesday for the Missouri primaries. 

• Employees at L.A. Nails said they are taking precautions for the coronavirus.  
Transportation 

• Missouri Department of Transportation officials have announced several road closures 
Tuesday morning due to flash flooding. 
Business 

• Local financial advisors say if you're concerned about your investments, revisit why you're 
invested, understand your goals, and look at your comfort level with risk.  

• The Hannibal Board of Public Works announced Kenneth Reasoner had been selected as its 
new General Manager. 

• After being inactive for many years, the Marion County Port Authority is set to return, and 
potentially be more involved than before according to economic development officials. 

• Several local stores have stopped allowing refill cups to be used at the coffee and soda 
machines in an effort to reduce the odds of spreading the coronavirus.  

• The Quincy Chamber of Commerce highlighted a business and educator for their 
outstanding work in agriculture at its annual First Bankers Trust Ag Banquet tonight. 

        Law & Order 

• 43-year-old William Christopher Niemet of Fulton, Missouri, owner of the Golden Corral 
franchise in Quincy, has been denied bond for the 1991 shooting of his then classmate, 14 
year-old Greg Jones.  
Agricultural Economy 

• Recent rain caused flash flooding for farmers and for drivers in northeast Missouri. 
 

 
 
3/12 
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Recreation 

• The Illinois High School Association announced Thursday that it will significantly limit 
attendance at the remaining games in the 2020 IHSA Boys Basketball State Series, as well 
as at other IHSA events. 
Education 

• Quincy Public Schools Superintendent Roy Webb announced the school was taking 
precautions against the coronavirus including postponing the Showcase or Excellence. 

• Western Illinois University officials announced that the school was canceling classes from 
March 14 to March 20 due to the coronavirus concerns. 

• Hannibal-LaGrange University is moving to online-only classes next week due to the 
threat of the coronavirus. 

• John Wood Community College has suspended all face-to-face classes at all JWCC 
locations due to the threat of coronavirus. 

• The Illinois High School Association has canceled all winter sports activities due to the 
threat of the coronavirus. 

• The Quincy Public School District sent home any kids showing flu-like symptoms and are 
following up as to whether they've traveled recently. Parents said they're satisfied with 
the schools’ response but they don’t want to see things get overblown.  

• Culver-Stockton College President, Kelly Thompson, has announced the school will extend 
spring break for one week in an effort to limit the possibility of exposure to the coronavirus 
to the campus and community. 

• Western Illinois University announced that when classes resume, they will all be online.  
Law & Order 

• Monroe City Police Chief Tyler Wheeler said that the Monroe City Schools were on 
lockdown for an hour today for a possible threat that was found to be unfounded. 

• Ralls County Courthouse has active shooter training today.   
City/Community 

• Parade officials announced that the Quincy St. Patrick's Day Parade would be canceled 
due to the Governor's mandate limiting large gatherings. 

• According to a release sent by Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds' office two additional positive 
cases of COVID-19 were discovered in Iowa today. The additional cases brings Iowa's total 
to 16 positive cases. 

• The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum in Springfield, Illinois is closing to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus, but Lincoln’s Home is staying open. 

• The Diocese of Springfield provided clarifications and guidance today regarding 
precautionary efforts to contain the spread of the virus in parishes, schools, and other 
institutions. 

• Adams County officials held a press conference today to address the counties' plans for 
addressing the coronavirus threat in Adams County. 

• Missouri officials say the state has a second case of coronavirus. 

• In a news conference on Thursday, the Illinois Department of Public Help Director Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike announced seven new cases of COVID-19 in Illinois. 
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Business 

• Mecki Kosin, President of The Travel House of Quincy, says the new travel restrictions are 
making it hard for some Quincy residents to get back home and others are cancelling or 
rescheduling their plans.  

 
 

3/17  
Business 

• Scotties Fun Spot announced on Facebook Monday night that they will be suspending 
operations until further notice to maintain the safety and health of their guests and staff. 

• The Social Security Administration announced all local Social Security offices will be closed 
to the public for in-person service. 

• Quincy Medical Group has activated a coronavirus hotline.  

• Tuesday was the first night that all bars and restaurants in Illinois are closed for dine-in 
customers, due to the coronavirus. However, if a restaurant chooses not to, the Quincy 
Police Department said there will be consequences. 

• AMC theaters has announced that it will close all locations nationwide temporarily in 
response to the coronavirus pandemic. 

• The Fort Madison Community Hospital , in coordination with Great River Health System, 
has issued a plan to mitigate the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

• Quincy Medical Group officials have announced new screening processes that will be in 
place at their facilities. 
City/Community 

• Monday night, the Quincy City Council passed a new resolution to try and help Quincy 
residents through a difficult and unique time. The city took action on 12 key items 
including waiving all fares on Quincy Transit Lines, not shutting off water services and 
postponing the food, beverage and alcohol tax.  

• Adams County Clerk Chuck Venvertloh said delays in voting early this morning can be 
attributed to slow machines. 

• Governor Mike Parson held a press conference at Hannibal Regional Hospital about the 
coronavirus response.  

• Scott Graham was nominated with 74% of the vote for Adams County Coroner in 
Tuesday’s Primary Election. 

• Pike County residents voted 53% in favor of allowing alcohol sales in Kinderhook township. 

• Voters nominated Tad Brenner with 55% of the vote for Eight Judicial Circuit Judge in 
Tuesday’s Primary Election. 

• Residents in Schuyler County voted 61% in favor of renewing a tax levy that officials said is 
meant to help maintain roads during the winter. 

• Despite fears about the coronavirus, voters across Adams County flocked to the polls to 
make their voice heard in the Illinois primary election Tuesday. 

• The Illinois State Board of Elections says nearly 900,000 people decided to vote early for 
this election. 
Education 
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• Quincy Public Schools are doing deep cleanings due to the coronavirus. The custodial team 
at Quincy Junior High School has come together to make it happen. 

• Palmyra R-1 Schools will be closed from Thursday, March 19th through Friday, April 3rd. 

• Voters turned down a $5.3 million referendum for Quincy Public Schools today. 

• Residents voted 73% against a $17 million bond to build a new high school in the Illini West 
School District. 

 
3/19  
Youth 

• SIU Center For Family Medicine Behavioral Health Coordinator Stacy Melton said 
coronavirus may be difficult for some kids to understand, so it is best for parents to start 
talking with their kids about safety and not fear. 
Transportation 

• Due to low ridership Amtrak will suspend the Carl Sandburg train service, 
City/Community 

• Brown County officials have made the decision to close the courthouse Thursday due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

• The Illinois Department of Public Health announced the death of three people in Illinois 
with coronavirus disease (COVID-19) on Thursday. 

• Presiding Judge Rachel Bringer Shepherd reported the doors to the Courthouses of the 
Tenth Judicial Circuit in Palmyra, Hannibal, Paris, and New London will now be locked due 
to COVID-19.  

• The first confirmed case of COVID-19 has been reported in Adams County. 

• Illinois state lawmakers have canceled their second straight week of session to combat the 
spread of novel coronavirus. 

• Adams County health officials urge public to use social distance after confirmed COVID-19 
case in Adams County.  

• The Palmyra Mayor announced  that the City of Palmyra offices will be temporarily closed. 
Business 

• Non-urgent, elective procedures have been canceled at Blessing and Illini Hospitals. 

• Hy-Vee will temporarily install protective windows at checkouts and ban reusable bags in 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak.  

• While some utilities are mandated to stay on right now, if you were already having issues 
paying your bills in Northeast Missouri, NECAC said they still have funds to help amidst 
this epidemic. 

• Springfield's Memorial Behavioral Health has created a free emotional support hotline for 
people who want to talk with mental health professionals if they feel confused or 
concerned about the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Education 

• Quincy University will become “test-optional” for students who are unable to take a 
standardized test due to the COVID-19. 

• Parents in the Ralls County R-II School District are dealing with fast closure of schools.  
Social 
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• With the rising number of people staying home, to stay safe from contracting the 
coronavirus, Meals on Wheels say they need more volunteers. 

 
3/23  
Business 

• Governor Mike Parson announced Monday that he had signed Executive Order 20-05 that 
allows restaurants to sale unprepared food to the public. 

• Hy-Vee announced it will be temporarily suspending its return, refund, and rain check 
policy until further notice for the health and well-being of the customers. 

• Real estate companies are switching things up in order to keep both their agents and 
clients safe. Jeremy Farlow of Farlow Real Estate Experts is using virtual tours via 
Facebook Live.  

• Illinois Treasurer Michael Frerichs is helping small businesses and nonprofit organizations 
access low-interest bridge loans this week.  
Law & Order 

• Former Quincy daycare worker, Nathan Caldwell, who was indicted in 2018 on child 
pornography charges, pleaded guilty in an Adams County courtroom today. 
Recreation 

• The Quincy Park District Officials said all playgrounds have been closed and they are 
currently cautioned taped off. That's done in order to follow governor J.B. Pritzker's stay 
at home order. 
Social 

• Illinois residents are pumped up to give blood and support others during the novel 
coronavirus pandemic.  
City/Community 

• Lee County officials got together today to continue searching for ways they could rescue 
the county's ambulance service from bankruptcy. 

• Officials with Quincy Central Services said during the toilet paper shortage, you need to 
keep in mind that the majority of products besides toilet paper, should not be flushed. 

• Local health department officials are asking the community to donate masks to help 
increase the needed supply of protective equipment for medical professionals. 

• Health officials said people with underlying health concerns are more at risk when it comes 
to the virus, which is why WGEM radio co-host, Ryan Mumma, is hopping on the airwaves 
from his home.  

• Quincy has opened a drive-thru facility behind City Hall to take utility bills and license fees 
to limit human interaction amid the coronavirus outbreak.  

• Many churches rang their bells at 6 o’clock in Quincy to remind people to pray and will 
continue to do so until services can resume.  

• Gregory Haubrich put out Christmas decorations in front of his house in Quincy recently 
saying that he and his wife felt people needed some hope and joy during this time. 

 
 
3/24  
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Law & Order 

• Quincy police say a 42-year-old man was stabbed in the leg with a knife in the 600 block of 
College Ave. Monday night. 

• Attorney General Eric Schmitt and Facebook are working together to combat price 
gouging in Missouri.  
Social 

• Douglas Community Services in Hannibal has transitioned to helping their food pantry 
clients through curbside service for safety concerns and they have already seen an increase 
of about 50 families needing help. 
Business 

• Titan International, Inc. is keeping U.S. plants operating to support the nation’s food 
supply.  

• An Illinois Congressional delegation is joining the push for health center funding during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

• Liberty Utilities will change the natural gas rates of customers effective April 1st. 

• DenLine Uniform company officials said it has been a busy couple of weeks, shipping out 
20,000 protective lab coats and gowns across the county each week. 

• At the Quincy YMCA, officials said they're working to bring up to 500 spots for the kids of 
essential workers, but specialists said it's a difficult task. 

• Preferred family healthcare has joined a movement that started on Facebook called Heart 
Hunters. They have hearts plastered all over their windows and drawn in chalk in the 
parking lot to give people the spark of joy they may need right now. 
City/Community 

• Every night at 7:30 p.m. on the Quincy Fire Department's Facebook page, a firefighter will 
read a children's bedtime story live hoping to bring joy to families who are home bound.  

• Local Red Cross officials say they're in urgent need of blood donors. 

• The Iowa Department of Public Health says they learned late Tuesday of the first death 
associated with coronavirus. The individual was an older adult from Dubuque County.    

• McDonough District Hospital announced a new coronavirus nurse triage hotline and a 
drive-thru screening station beginning Wednesday, March 25. 

• Hannibal Regional Healthcare System reported that two Hannibal Regional patients 
tested positive for COVID-19. One is a resident of a retirement home in Shelbina. 

• At the Bickford assisted living home, the window is the only way for a woman to see her 
95-year-old mom who has dementia. 

 
3/26  
Business 

• McDonough District Hospital implemented a drive-thru tent to screen patients for a 
number of illnesses, including COVID-19, if necessary. 

• Clarity Healthcare in Hannibal said they have stopped wellness primary care and dental 
work for patients because of the coronavirus and they will only schedule emergency 
medical care. 
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• The Quincy Humane Society officials said while their shelter is closed due to COVID-19, 
fostering and adoptions continue at the Quincy Humane Society. 

• Pharmacists in Hannibal are taking extra precautions against the coronavirus, including 
some that they aren't required to take by the state. 

• The pandemic is forcing the Fairfield Inn and Suites in Quincy to make a number of 
changes in order to stay open. 
City/Community 

• During her daily COVID-19 briefing on Thursday, Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds announced 
she was expanding upon Public Health Disaster Emergency Proclamation that is currently 
in place. 

• Governor J.B. Pritzker joined the United Way of Illinois and the Alliance of Illinois 
Community Foundations to announce the launch of the Illinois COVID-19 Response Fund. 

• In today’s press briefing, Governor Parson and Missouri Department of Mental Health 
Director Mark Stringer spoke about the importance of mental health during the COVID-19 
crisis. 

• Governor Pritzker and the Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES) announced 
today they are taking more steps as they address the unprecedented volume of 
unemployment benefit claims the department has fielded as a result of COVID-19. 

• The Hannibal community is doing what it can to support first responders and hospital 
workers through the coronavirus pandemic. 

• While the gym you typically workout in is closed due to COVID-19, local fitness instructors 
said you can get creative at home to stay active. 

• Illinois state lawmakers aren't sure when they'll be back in Springfield, but some are 
expressing concern about the economic impact of the novel coronavirus. 

• The Illinois Department of Public Health and Quincy Area EMS are looking for volunteers 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Youth 

• The Quincy YMCA is offering emergency childcare for essential workers. 
Education 

• Tri-State teachers have adjusted their teaching style to accommodate an at-home learning 
experience for students during social distancing. 
Law & Order 

• Police are urging residents to lock their car doors, following a rash of car burglaries in 
Quincy Wednesday night. 

 
3/30  
Business 

• Cleaning companies are seeing a spike in business due to the coronavirus and they are 
sharing some tips to help you disinfect your home. 

• The Blessing Foundation announced that it has set up the Community Spirit Fund to 
help members of the community and Blessing patients with urgent financial needs brought 
on by the coronavirus.  
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• The Missouri Foundation for Health sent a $50,000 investment to The United Way of the 
Mark Twain Area for the organization’s COVID-19 Response Fund. 

• The North East Community Action Corporation (NECAC) is limiting face-to-face contact, 
and some appointments may be rescheduled as they continue to serve the disadvantaged. 

• Transitions of Western Illinois in Quincy are expanding the services for crisis support. 

• Memorial Hospital will soon have the ability to test in-house for COVID-19. 

• The Salvation Army Emergency Shelter is taking precautions to keep people safe during 
the coronavirus quarantine.  
Education 

• The Quincy University Athletic Department announced plans on Monday to launch the 
Hawks Helping Hawk Fans initiative to support the Quincy community. 

• On the heels of new state education guidelines, Quincy Public Schools officials said they're 
moving forward with their plan to keep kids learning while they're out of the classroom. 
Ecology 

• Due to COVID-19 the Hannibal Board of Public Works has decided to delay the transition 
away from chlorinated water in order to protect the health of their staff and customers. 
City/Community 

• The Illinois National Guard announced Monday that Governor JB Pritzker had activated 
about 115 additional Illinois National Guard Soldiers and Airmen in support of COVID-19 
response operations. 

• Local emergency officials are preparing for the risk of river flooding during COVID-19. 

• Adams County is sending out surveys to local businesses, faith and non-profit 
organizations to gauge the level of economic need when it come to the county's 
coronavirus response. 

• Eleven people tested positive for coronavirus at the Rolling Meadow Senior Living facility 
in Taylorville. 
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WGEM FM INTERVIEWS                                                                                                             

Varying length interviews airing between 7:00 am and 9:00 am about issues of 
community interest and importance. 

 
1/2 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 

• Dennis Williams – Teen Reach 

• Adam Duesterhaus – United Way 
 

1/3 

• Cheri Preston – ABC News  
 

1/6 

• Mike Jenkins  – Quincy Mall 

• Jan Barrett – Red Bud Yoga 
 

1/7 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 

• Barb Chapin – Transitions 
 

1/8 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 

• Becky Albert – Quincy Hospitality House 
 

1/9 

• Catherine Meckes – Community Foundation 

• Dr. Justin Coffey – Quincy University 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 
 

1/10 

• Brent Engal – NECAC 

• Marcus Christensen – Great River Honor Flight Event 
 

1/13 

• Debra Reed – Author 

• David Hess – Adams Experts 
 

1/14 

• Jill Gonzales – Wallet Hub 

• Jim Whitfield – American Red Cross 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 
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1/15 

• Dave Deming – Adams County Wood Carvers 

• Chris Hrabe – St Louis Cardinals 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 
 

1/16 

• Brandon Thomsen – Quincy Community Theater 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 
 

1/17 

• Jim Whitfield – American Red Cross 

• Brent Engal – Champ Clark Bio 
 

1/20 

• Jan Barrett – Meditation 
 

1/21 

• Senator Dick Durbin 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 
 

1/22 

• Chris Harsell – Hannibal Jaycees 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 

• Jim Worrell – Kiwanis Club 
 

1/23 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 

• Stacey Nicholas – Douglass Community Services 

• Leslie Haslam – Keokuk Eagle Days 
 

1/24 

• Gregg Andrews – Author and Singer 

• Barb Chapin – Transitions 
 
1/27 

• Dr. Justin Coffey – Quincy University 

• Jan Barrett – Red Bud Yoga 
 

1/28 

• Katie Kraushaar-Quincy Public Library 

• Tracy Wilen-Author 
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1/29 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 

• Jakin Logsdon – Kroc Center 
 

1/30 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 

• Hallie Youndt – Hannibal Library 
 

1/31 

• Keith Wiemelt – Salvation Army 

• John Livesay – Author 
 

2/3 

• Jan Corey – Ready Set Grow 

• Dr. Justin Coffey – Quincy University 

• Jan Barrett – Red Bud Yoga 
 

2/4 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 

• Vanessa Tai – Quincy Senior Center 
 

2/5 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 

• Chris Wiemelt – Mardi Gras Dance 

• Tom Daschle – Bipartisan Policy Center 
 

2/6 

• Catherine Meckes – Community Foundation 

• Adam Duesterhaus – United Way 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 
 

2/7 

• Brent Engal – NECAC 
 

2/10 

• Dr. Justin Coffey – Quincy University 

• Jan Barrett – Red Bud Yoga 
 

2/11 

• Barb Chapin – Transitions 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 
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2/12 

• IL Rep. Camille Lilly 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 
 

2/13 

• Melissa Miller – CHART Teen Task Force 

• Jenna Seaborn – Arts Quincy 
 

2/14 

• Amber Klear – Comedian 

• Brent Engal – NECAC 
 

2/17 

• Jan Barrett – Meditation 

• Adam Duesterhaus – United Way 
 

2/18 

• Crystal Perry– Quincy Park Band 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 
 

2/19 

• Prof. Christine Damm – Quincy University 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 

• Jim Worrell – Kiwanis Club 
 

2/20 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 

• Elizabeth Rankin – Quincy Art Center 

• Jeremy Wingerter – United Way 
 

2/21 

• Chuck Zanger – Knights Of Columbus 

• Cassandra Ross – Real Warriors 
 

2/24 

• Collin Felter – Musician 

• Jan Barrett – Red Bud Yoga 
 

2/25 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 

• Prof Delli Stiles – Culver-Stockton College 
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2/26 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 

• Brent Engal – NECAC 
 

2/27 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 

• Barb Chapin – Transitions 

• Jennifer Green – Alzheimer’s Association 
 

2/28 

• Neil Merry – Active Shooter Drills 

• Jeremy Lunes – Comedian 

 
3/2 

• Rep. Sam Graves 

• Julie Ross – Western Illinois FCA 

• Jan Barrett – Red Bud Yoga 
 

3/3 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 

• Alta King – Quincy Chamber Of Commerce 
 

3/4 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 

• Lauren Merritt – Macomb Chamber Of Commerce 

• Sarah Stephens – Horizons 
 

3/5 

• Mike Drew – West Central IL Agency On Aging 

• Adam Duesterhaus – United Way 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 
3/6 

• J David Gilbert  – Boy Scouts 

• Cheri Preston – ABC News  
 

3/9 

• Jerry Smith & Dave Himer – Extermination scams 

• Jan Barrett – Red Bud Yoga 
 

3/10 

• Emma Hildebrand – Miss Quincy 

• Pastor Patty Johanson – Vermont St Church 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 



2020 1st Qtr Rpt 

 

WGEM-TV  Page 31 

3/11 

• Kathi Dooley – QHS Showcase Of Excellence 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 
 

3/12 

• Nan Wood – St Dominic Catholic School 

• Jenna Seaborn – Arts Quincy 

• Marsha Signoracci – NECAC 
 

3/13 

• Author Dr. Mark Engleman 

• Carlos Fernandez – Great River Honor Flight 
 

3/16 

• Jan Barrett – Meditation 

• Brent Engal – NECAC 
 

3/17 

• Kimberly Thompson – Meals On Wheels 

• Jim Whitfield – American Red Cross 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 
 

3/18 

• Prof. Justin Coffey – Quincy University 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 

• Sally Westerhoff – Quincy Humane Society 
 

3/19 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 

• Lee Lindsay – Habitat For Humanity 

• Lisa Neisen – Blessing Health(US Census) 
 

3/20 

• Ceara Alexander – Chaddock 

• Scott McNeal – Gus Macker 
 

3/23 

• Maggie Strong – US Census 

• Jan Barrett – Red Bud Yoga 
 

3/24 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 

• Jill Gonzales – Wallet Hub 
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3/25 

• Mara Clingingsmith – Better Business Bureau 

• Marcel Wagner – GREDF 
 

3/26 

• Laura Sievert – Arts Quincy 

• Catherine Meckes – Community Foundation 

• Denise Damron – Mark Twain Area United Way 
 

3/27 

• Dr. Adam Rayburn – Quincy Medical Group 

• Barb Chapin – Transitions 
 

3/30 

• Chuck Bevelheimer – Quincy Planning Director(US Census) 

• Dr Jo Freeze – Business Consultant 
 

3/31 

• Johnny Anderson – Loraine Lions Club 

• Katie Kraushaar – Quincy Public Library 
 
 
 

SYNDICATED PROGRAMS 
AgDay – (Agricultural Economy, Ecology) 

Monday-Friday   4:30 am – 5:00 am 

Clark Howard – (Business, Social and City/Community) 

Monday-Friday   9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Dave Ramsey – (Business, Social and City/Community) 

Monday-Friday   1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Ken Coleman – (Business, Social and City/Community) 

Monday-Friday    4:oo pm – 5:00 pm 

Handel on the Law – (Law & Order) 

Saturday     12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

 
 

NETWORK PROGRAMS 

NBC Early Today  Monday-Friday 4:30 am – 5:00 am 
NBC Nightly News  Monday-Friday 5:30 pm – 6:00 pm 
ABC News Features  Monday-Friday 6:30 pm – 6:35 pm 
Meet the Press   Sunday 9:00 pm – 10:00 pm 
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SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 

Varying length announcements from  :10 - :60 airing throughout the day about 
issues of community interest and importance for various non-profit organizations. 
Specific dates and times are not given, but are available upon request. 
 

DOWN COUNTRY (7:30a-8a Sundays WGEM-FM) 

Half-hour program includes information on events and activities specially 

designed for children with disabilities.  

ACT 2 AND YOU (8a-8:30a Sundays WGEM-FM) 

Half-hour program includes information on retirement planning. 
 

PARK VIEW BIBLE CHURCH BIBLE STUDY (8:30a-9a Sundays WGEM-

FM) 

Half-hour program includes the reading of a bible verse or verses and a study 

of the verses. 


