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Title Program Date Time Duration Narrative Description 

Gov New Rule 

Mail-In Ballot 

KXAN 

News 

10/02/20 

 

10PM 1 minute 20 

seconds 

Beginning tomorrow the Governor is ordering every county in 

Texas to reduce the number of mail-in ballot drop-off locations to 

just one. Travis County opened its three locations today; one on 

Airport Boulevard and two in downtown Austin. These are 

manned locations where you can present your ID and leave your 

ballot, and your ballot only. The Governor’s proclamation calls 

the reduction of sites an enhanced security protocol. Critics call 

the last minute rule change voter suppression. The Travis County 

clerk says it’s just the latest in a series of last minute changes. 

“We've been stopped multiple times. one of them, the libertarian 

party candidates. the next was the green party candidates, when 

many counties in Texas had already sent out their mail ballots. 

we had already printed 10K ballots, that we have to pay the 

pricetag for, there's no reimbursement. And then we had other 

questions about the extra days for eearly voting. there has been an 

issue every day, today is a new day and today's new issue is 

suddenly the governor has decided he does not want to allow in-

person hand delivery.” The Travis County Clerks office is still 

exploring which location will best serve voters.  

Weekend 

Parties/Code 

Enforcement 

KXAN 

News 

10/05/20 10PM 1 minute Data from the city of Austin shows plenty of people reported 

gatherings that may have been in violation with state COVID-19 

orders this past weekend. But investigators didn’t respond to 

most of them, and we’ve learned only a handful of citations were 

issued. Data shows that Austin 3-1-1 received more than 170 

calls about potential COVID-19 violations Saturday and Sunday, 

from places like bars, to businesses, to West Campus. According 

to the city, APD’s dispatch center took in at least 45 more. But 

when it came to responding, we are told APD actually went to 17 

of the calls and AFD went to seven. AFD issued five citations. 

The TABC also cited one bar on 6th Street for violating social 

distancing orders. That agency encourages people to keep calling 

in when they see violations. 
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Senate Debate KXAN 

News 

10/09/20 10PM 60 minutes In October, KXAN joined with the Nexstar team to produce a 

debate between the candidates running to represent Texas in the 

United States Senate.  The debate between incumbent Senator 

John Cornyn and challenger MJ Hegar was broadcast live to 

stations across the state of Texas. The event marked the first and 

only time during the campaign that the two candidates met on the 

debate stage.  Mr. Cornyn and Ms. Hegar discussed their 

positions on issues affecting Texans – including immigration, 

racial justice, and COVID-19. After the debate, we broadcast a 

live special edition of our State of Texas politics program, 

featuring analysis of the debate.  But we also devoted time in that 

program to look at other issues affecting voters in different parts 

of Texas, with insight from reporters from other areas of the 

state.  The program included a look ahead to important issues in 

the upcoming legislative session, with a focus on how those 

issues could affect Texans. 

Austin Prop A KXAN 

News 

10/12/20 10PM 1 Minute Tomorrow, Austin voters will start casting in-person ballots to 

decide two major transportation proposals. Proposition A would 

install an 8.75 cent tax rate increase to help build “Project 

Connect” Capital Metro and the city’s 7.1 billion dollar transit 

proposal. It includes an underground transit system, light rail, and 

more bus routes. This morning, several well-known small 

businesses in Austin gathered to oppose the tax increase, 

particularly as it appies to commercial properties. “Now its like 

every other restaurant or arts group in town. There is no money. 

This is a bad time to be talking about adding to our property 

taxes.” Supporters of Prop A plan to rally tomorrow morning 

outside the Delco Center in East Austin, saying it will create a 

more well-connected city, bridge the divide between east and 

west Austin, and provide thousands of construction jobs.  
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Brenda Ramos KXAN 

News 

10/14/20 10PM 1 minute 15 

seconds 

The mother of a man shot and killed by an Austin Police Officer 

demands the department make a decision on that officer’s future. 

Mike Ramos’s mother Brenda and the Austin Justice Coalition 

talked to reporters today. An APD officer shot and killed Mike 

during an incident in April. He wasn’t armed at the time. Six 

months later the officer who shot him, Christopher Taylor, is still 

with the department. Ramos’s mother and the AJC say, now that 

the APD Internal Affairs Investigation is reportedly complete, 

they want Chief Manley to say whether he will fire Officer 

Taylor. “Chief Manley and Austin Police must now do their jobs 

and decide what to do now. Doing nothing is not an option. I 

don’t feel comfortable with myself. It’s been too long and I’m 

hurting, and going through this, its just been too long.” Ramos 

and the AJC would also like an arrest warrant issued for Officer 

Taylor. Travis County District Attorney Margaret Moore 

announced she would not bring the case to a grand jury before 

leaving office. She said she’s leaving that to the next DA.  
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Sobering Center KXAN 

News 

10/16/20 9PM 1 minute 50 

seconds 

No bars, no parties, no South-by, no ACL. Intake was nearly cut 

in half from a typical August, down from 250 last year to just 131 

this year; about 4 people a day. And that was the busiest month 

for the Sobering Center since the pandemic started. But one key 

issue remains. Laura Sovine, Executive Director of the Sobering 

Center says, “During COVID, we’ve really seen the acuity of the 

patients go up and what that means is the cases are more severe 

even though we’re seeing fewer people.” Dropp-offs from Sixth 

or Rainey fell but the center continues to treat about the same 

number of homeless. “I don’t think it’s just a problem that we 

have visibility into now which COVID has really stripped away a 

lot of curtains.” Today the Sobering Center has changed its 

business model. Instead of simply sobering up people and 

sending them on their way, they’re building partnerships with 

local groups to focus on long-term care. “Let’s use this time 

where everything has slowed down to start problem-solving 

rather than just band-aiding.” Sovine says things are slowly 

starting to pick up. When it comes to referrals, its not just law 

enforcement or ems, they have partnered up with several 

community organizations including the Downtown Austin 

Alliance, Downtown Austin Community Court and Integral Care. 

If they get a call, Sobering Center staff is then able to pick up 

people in the center’s van.  

APD Lawsuit KXAN 

News 

10/20/20 9PM 1 minute A protester is suing the City of Austin and an APD officer for 

injuries he suffered during a Black Lives Matter demonstration 

back in May. Anthony Evans’ attorney says his client was 

peacefully exercising his first amendment rights at the protest 

when he was injured. “As he was walking away, doing nothing 

remotely threatening, he was shot in the face with a shotgun full 

of pellets encased in a bean bag.” The lawsuit claims that Evans 

had to have surgery to fix a broken jaw, and that the officer 

involved has not been disciplined. But the officer has not been 

named so we have not been able to verify that. Shortly after the 

incident, APD Chief Brian Manley announced the department 

would no longer use bean bag rounds during crowd control 

situations. The City of Austin responded to our request on the 

lawsuit by saying the city continues to review claims related to 

the protests. They say it will take time to sort through everything 

because so many people were involved.  
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Renters Assistance KXAN 

News 

10/23/20 9PM 1 minute Millions of dollars were set aside to help Austinites pay rent 

during the pandemic, but more thanhalf of that money hasn’t 

been distributed because not enough eligible residents are 

applying. In August, the city launched the second Relief of 

Emergency Needs for Tenants, or rent assistance program. Since 

then, 1.3 million out of the programs 12.9 million dollars has 

been allocated to renters. The city says it is currently reviewing 

over 5,000 applications. More people have applied but perhaps 

never finished the application, or didn’t provide the necessary 

documentation. The city has to allocate about 9 million dollars, 

which tied to Federal Funding, by the end of December. The goal 

is to get about 2 million dollars a month. The one-time 

application for those who are eiligible provides assistance for up 

to three months. 

Javier Ambler 

Family Lawsuit 

KXAN 

News 

10/26/20 9PM 1 minute The family of Javier Ambler announced today they are filing a 

wrongful death lawsuit after he died in law enforcement custody 

last year. And big-name civil rights attorneys have been brought 

in to help. One of those is Benjamin Crump, who has been part of 

other high-profile police injustice cases like George Floyd’s and 

Breonna Taylor’s. At a press conference Monday, the Amber 

family’s team of attorneys claimed Ambler was treated unfairly 

after a chanse that started when he did not dim his lights. They 

say Wiiliamson County Sherrif’s deputies wre out looking for 

dramatic content for Live PD. The lawsuit claims the show 

encouraged deputies to use more excessive force. The sherrif’s 

office reports vehicle pursuits decreased during the time Live PD 

was filming in Williamson County. Sherrif Robert Chody says in 

a case like Ambler’s, if someone did not pull over for deputies 

making a traffic stop, a pursuit could be expected. Sherrif Chody 

says the timing of the lawsuit is “political”. He is up for re-

election against former chief Mike Gleason. 
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Halloween Mask 

Safety 

KXAN 

News 

10/31/20 9PM 1 minute Your choice of mask will also be important to keep in mind this 

year. Experts recommend wearing a cloth mask, even if it means 

dressing it up to match your costume. And its not just large 

gatherings you should avoid. The same rules apply for hosting 

smaller get-togethers. Doctors say you need to take precautions 

no matter how you choose to celebrate. Dr. Fauci says, “Six, 

eight, ten people come together in somoene’s home and you get 

one person who is asymptomatic and infected and then all of a 

sudden four people in that gathering are infected.” Austin Public 

Health told us earlier this week, it will have teams going out. 

Ploice, Fire, and Code Enforcement will respond to parties where 

people aren’t following pandemic precautions. If you’re in need 

of ideas for how to celebrate safely, you can find a list of lower 

risk activities people are doing around Central Texas on 

KXAN.com 

AISD Students 

Return 

KXAN 

News 

11/02/20 9PM 1 minute All students were welcomed back to AISD schools today. But the 

superintendent says only about 35% district wide were expected 

to be on campus. When we visited Machaca Elementary, where 

frequent hand sanitizing was supervised, there was adequate 

social distancing. Masks were worn both indoors and outdoors at 

all times. These are protocols the principle is strictly enforcing. 

More than 15% of staff at Manchaca have approved 

accommodations and are working virtually from home. The 

application process begins today for teachers who need 

accommodations in the Sping. The district says if the request 

hasn’t been made by deadline on November 15th, there is no 

guarantee to get a response from employee relations. 
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Paxton Allegations KXAN 

News 

11/05/20 9PM 1 minute 15 

seconds 

New tonight, the Associated Press reports an extramarital affair 

played a role in the circumstances surrounding criminal 

allegations against the Texas Attorney General. The AP says 

sources claim Ken Paxton recommended a woman he had an 

affair with for a job. That job was with the wealthy donor at the 

center of criminal allegations against him. The AP reports Paxton 

acknowledged the affair two years ago to senior members of his 

office and staff. Austin developer, Nate Paul, said in a deposition 

this week that Paxton recommended the woman for a job with 

Paul's real estate company. Paul denied in the deposition that he 

hired her as a favor to Paxton. But, seven of AG Paxton's former 

top staffers reported Paxton to the FBI months ago. They allege 

bribery, abuse of office and other crimes. It stems, in part, from 

Paxton's ties to investigating claims made by Paul. Paxton denies 

those allegations. Separately, at least one of those former staffers 

who reported Paxton, filed a formal complaint with Human 

Resources. Our media partners at The Texas Tribune report he 

says he was retaliated against after the FBI was notified about the 

AG. Since that report, all the whistleblowers named have either 

been fired, resigned, or placed on leave. A spokesperson for the 

AG has said those who were fired were let go due to policy 

violations. Read more about the accusations at kxan.com. 

Flu Shot and 

COVID 

KXAN 

News 

11/09/20 9PM 55 seconds There may be another incentive to get your flu shot this year. 

Researchers with the University of Florida found the vaccine 

might help lessen the severity of COVID-19 cases. Their study 

revealed people who did not have up-to-date flu vaccinations and 

then were diagnosed with COVID-19 were two times more likely 

to be hospitalized and three times more likely to end up in the 

ICU. Texas researchers say it’s too early to say why there is alink 

buy hope more research is done to find out. Dr. Jan Patterson, 

infectious disease specialist, University of Texas Health Science 

Center San Antonio says, “There's been a lot of speculation that 

indeed this may be the case: that flu vaccine could help bolster 

your immunity against COVID. So, this is just kind of an initial 

indication looking at some of this epidemiologic data that I think, 

you know, warrants looking into it further.”  Austin Public Health 

has now held two flu vaccination events. They say it will help 

them prepare for mass COVID-19 vaccine distribution hen a 

vaccine becomes available. 
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Kalahari Opening KXAN 

News 

11/12/20 9PM 1 minute 22 

seconds 

The resort is 1.5 million square feet, so we have plenty of room to 

social distance. General Manager Tim Arnold says without 

COVID-19 capacity limits they could accommodate upwards of 7 

to 8,000 guests, but that number down to 3,000 because of the 

pandemic.  "It is the number one priority that we keep families 

safe. All guests are required to wear masks." One place they 

won't be required to wear masks is in the pools or when sliding 

down slides at the Kalahari Indoor Waterpark. Arnold says, "It 

will be the world’s largest indoor water park." Dr. David 

Aronoff, an infectious disease expert at Vanderbilt University 

Medical Center, says there is always potential for the virus to 

spread when people gather. Aronoff: "Certainly at waterparks 

there are a lot of opportunities for crowding to occur when people 

aren't wearing masks." Kalahari says they will enforce social 

distancing on the rides and in the water... and limit the waterpark 

to no more than 500 people at a time. Arnold: "We could see 4 to 

500 people in the water park and be way under full capacity." But 

with the virus spreading through droplets can someone swimming 

contract COVID-19? Aronoff: "There really isn't evidence of 

transmission of getting pool water on a person or breathing in 

pool water mist." 
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APD Vehicle Stops KXAN 

News 

11/16/20 9PM 1 minute 40 

seconds 

The Austin Police Department is responding to a new report that 

found people of color are pulled over at disproportionately higher 

rates than white drivers. APD says they are reviewing the 

findings of the report. The department says it's committed to 

eliminating racial disparities among communities of color. The 

report was released today by the office of police oversight. It 

found that while black people only make up 8-percent of the 

city's population, they made up 14-percent of traffic stops. They 

were also three times more likely to be searched than white 

drivers. And a quarter of those traffic stops resulted in searches. 

And another quarter of those stops led to arrests. The report also 

showed that warnings were given out more often on the west side 

of Austin, while arrests were concentrated on the east side. One 

recommendation: APD officers’ partner with the community to 

create a plan for eliminating racial disparities in policing. Farah 

Muscadin, Austin Office Of Police Oversight Director: “This is 

not a criticism of any individual officer or, or the profession, this 

is something that is, is an issue in every police department across 

the country, but i feel very strongly that Austin is positioned to be 

a leader in figuring out how we get to zero and how we address 

racial disparities. But to Mayor Adler our work is cut out for us 

but engaging  with this data, using it to more thoughtfully change 

how we approach public safety, we have a change to end up with 

a system that is more just, more safe for everyone that lives in 

Austin. The analysis is part of the city's goal for zero racial 

disparities in traffic stops, citations, and arrests. 
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AISD Virtual 

Learning 

KXAN 

News 

11/20/20 9PM 1 minute 40 

seconds 

Sarah Harrelson’s classroom at LASA high school looks a lot 

different this year. She created an outdoor space to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19.  She’s also opted for remote learning for 

her children as cases surge and we head into the holidays. Sarah: 

“I think everyone should be concerned about the thanksgiving 

holiday and it’s a great sign that our leadership is taking this 

seriously.” She’s talking about an email from Austin ISD Friday 

stating the district is considering switching to remote learning for 

the week after Thanksgiving.  But Harrelson hopes that time can 

be extended to the Christmas holiday. “It would allow those of us 

who have not been able to see our parents or relatives in high risk 

groups to self-isolate for the two weeks leading up to the holiday 

so we could see them without fearing we are bringing this deadly 

virus we might have at school.”  If Austin ISD does transition to 

remote learning as a precaution... it will only get credit for half a 

week. That's because of new rules from the TEA. It's only fully 

funding school closures if it's because of a Covid outbreak. And 

that means AISD would have to make-up the in-person 

instruction later in the year. Ken Zarifis/president, education 

Austin: “They are disincentivizing shutting schools down for 

safety they are making people think twice about it.” Education 

Austin says that new guideline is problematic. Although they 

recognize the challenges with remote learning -- they believe 

going virtual for the rest of the semester is the best option. “It's 

how do we keep people the safest and we believe the longer we 

can stay home, if we can do it virtually, do it virtually.” For now - 

district leaders say they will make the decision by Wednesday. 
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Holiday Travel KXAN 

News 

11/23/20 9PM 1 minute 10 

seconds 

Despite warnings from health officials millions of Americans are 

traveling for the thanksgiving holiday. More than 3-million 

passengers filled airports over the weekend. Sunday was the 

busiest day of air travel since the pandemic began. Those 

numbers along with the ongoing surge in covid-19 infections and 

deaths could lead to a risky thanksgiving according to health 

experts. "I don't want to live my life in fear. but I want to be wise 

so to balance in the middle of that."  Today we checked out the 

action at Austin-Bergstorm International Airport. It wasn't very 

busy. We asked travelers arriving about their experience. Joshua 

Burgess "I was a little concerned about how crowded everything 

was going to be but even Orlando airport was pretty empty when 

I flew out. I was probably on a third full plane so I personally felt 

no discomfort with all of this." Josh Hukill, “I feel for the most 

part people are good at being responsible and helping other 

people be safe." Those travelers tell us they feel like the airlines 

did a great job at keeping passengers safe. They also said 

everyone has been good about wearing masks but sometimes 

break social distancing when standing in lines. 

Xmas Tree 

Shopping 

KXAN 

News 

11/26/20 9PM 55 seconds One holiday tradition that wasn't stopped by the pandemic - 

families picking out Christmas trees. We caught up with a few 

shoppers yesterday at the Papa Noel's stand near Mopac and 

2222. Some told us they just couldn't resist picking out their tree 

in person. Rebecca Brannan/Shopping For Tree, "Getting a tree is 

a little recognition that there is still hope in a holiday." Mike 

Todd/Papa Noel's, "We're doing a lot more online orders this 

year, it seems like in the beginning so far. Our online orders have 

been up quite a bit this year." "do you guys deliver?" Yeah we do 

setup and delivery." Some areas of the country that supply trees 

are still feeling the effects of the recession in 2008.  A lot of 

suppliers had to cut back so that's still leading to tree shortages 

this year. Christmas trees can take up to 15 years to grow, and 

there are roughly 30-million Christmas trees sold in the US every 

year. Right now, nearly 350-million Christmas trees are being 

grown on US farms. 
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Repeat Offender 

Apartments 

KXAN 

News 

11/30/20 9PM 1 minute 40 

seconds 

Some tenants at Creek's Edge apartments received this, a notice 

of abandoned dwelling. One was Stephen Frischmuth's neighbor. 

"With this person I went, and we established that he was still 

living there." Such a notice would only go to someone who DID 

vacate their apartment. That's why it shocked housing advocates, 

who believe it's an attempt to remove tenants who are behind on 

their rent. Austin Mayor Steve Adler banned issuing notices to 

vacate through the end of the year. "The maintenance worker who 

was delivering these notices hand delivered the notice to a tenant 

who was standing in her unit. It's not legitimate what they're 

doing.” The city knows this property well. Creek's Edge is one of 

four Austin complexes under Cooper Street Capital that is on the 

city's Repeat Offender list because of numerous code violations. 

Austin even revoked its license to rent, but records show Creek's 

Edge recently got it back after fixing enough issues. Cooper 

Street Capital told us early this year it was making significant 

repairs to the property. The councilmember for this district says 

the answer will come with a long-term approach. Frischmuth says 

the complex has a lot of low-income and non-native speakers hit 

hardest by the pandemic. "I think it's supremely predatory, and 

what really galls me is I think these people are deliberately going 

after section 8 folks." 
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TXTAG System 

Upgrade 

KXAN 

News 

12/02/20 9PM 1 minute 53 

seconds 

TxTag customers say disputing a toll charge is anything but easy 

and a couple people tell KXAN the agency has been sending 

them another driver's bill. More than two years ago a dealer 

mistakenly sent Derek LaFitte's license plate to someone else. 

He's been paying for it ever since. “There's no way we should be 

expected to defend ourselves and prove that it wasn't us every 

two or three weeks when we get one of these letters saying we 

owe a bill because whoever has their plates on their vehicle."  If 

you try and access your TxTag account now you'll see its 

customer call center has been closed since November 18th for a 

'system upgrade.' The agency says due dates will be extended and 

late fees cancelled for toll charges while the center is closed. 

TxDOT added the enhancements will make it easier for drivers to 

manage their accounts, pay toll bills, and access customer 

support. "I am hopeful. I'm hopeful that some of what KXAN 

investigates has done has enlightened them that they have these 

underlying issues."  That's Lyndsi Parker...who sold her car three 

years ago and got a bill every time the buyer ran a toll. She got 

the charges removed after we asked TxDOT about the 

discrepancy. The agency told us "its vendor found a bug in the 

software code that allowed a set of transactions to post 

incorrectly." Parker says flagging mistakes in customer data 

regularly is important...and that it isn't happening. "TxTag's data 

is obviously outdated so it doesn't surprise me behind the scenes 

the software is buggy, has issues and is not well tested." I asked 

TxDOT how it regularly provides oversight to make sure drivers’ 

information is updated in the vendor's system. But the agency 

says it doesn't, the customer is the one responsible for any 

changes with certain exceptions. A spokesperson added that 

TxTag will update customers’ accounts at their direction. 
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Pfizer Vax in 

Austin 

KXAN 

News 

12/04/20 9PM 1 minute 30 

seconds 

New tonight, the Austin-area will receive more than 13-thousand 

doses of Pfizer's covid-19 vaccine for healthcare workers in mid-

December. That's assuming the FDA grants emergency approval. 

Austin public health tells us the initial shipment will go to a 

handful of hospitals in Travis, Hays and Williamson counties. We 

reached out to our local hospital systems to see how they plan to 

roll out the vaccine. St. David's tells us employees who work 

directly with covid-19 patients will be at the front of the line. As 

the vaccine becomes more widely available - other workers will 

be able to get it. St. David's says receiving a vaccine will be 

optional. Administering the vaccine to healthcare workers is part 

of phase one of a-p-h's distribution plan. But Austin-Travis 

county interim-health authority Dr. Mark Escott says challenges 

are expected. Dr. Mark Escott / Austin-Travis County Interim 

Health Authority: "We can expect supply chain challenges as far 

as the number of doses available publicly. And so that means that 

the initial allocation of vaccine will be in closed distribution 

channels." Austin health officials confirm the vaccine will be 

provided to nursing home residents and those at higher-risk for 

severe illness from later shipments. More than 150 providers 

including Austin Public Health have registered with the state to 

distribute covid-19 vaccines. APH says it's also working on a 

communication system to remind people to go back for their 

second dose and report any adverse side effects. 
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Small Biz Rapid 

Testing 

KXAN 

News 

12/08/20 9PM 1 minute Some small businesses in Texas can now offer COVID-19 testing 

for employees at work. It's thanks to a new program offering the 

rapid test equipment to business owners. The Texas Division of 

Emergency Management distributed the equipment to Amarillo, 

Edinburg, El Paso, Laredo and Lubbock. Those cities are seeing 

major spikes and rising hospitalizations. A state spokesperson 

says the pilot program will last around two weeks before they roll 

it out to other cities like Austin. Some businesses are curious to 

see how it'll be regulated. Kendall Antonelli/President, 

Antonelli's Cheese, “We are not licensed nurses and doctors. 

There are HIPAA concerns, and all of that, so when I briefly 

looked into the program, I have a lot of questions about it and 

how it looks. I’m super grateful there's something trying to be 

done." There's an online training program to help. Participating 

businesses will choose which staff members will train to 

physically administer the tests and report the results. Employees 

must choose to participate in the testing.  

TSTA STAAR 

Testing 

KXAN 

News 

12/11/20 9PM 1 minute The Texas Education Agency says students will have to take the 

STAAR test. But it won't be used for accountability purposes this 

school year. The Texas State Teachers Association is now calling 

on the TEA to reconsider and cancel the test. It says the money 

used to give this test could help keep students and teachers stay 

safe in the classroom. Ovidia Molina / President, Texas State 

Teachers Association, "Everything that TEA is doing is sort of a 

wait and see and we don't have time to wait and see every day 

that TEA tells us to wait and see another educator gets ill or 

dies." The TEA says the STAAR test will help assess Texas 

students and measure their knowledge. The TEA is also putting a 

hold on its "A through F" ratings for campuses and districts. The 

scores are based on student achievement, school progress, and 

how well districts close gaps between the lowest-performing 

students and the highest. 
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Vaccine Side 

Effects 

KXAN 

News 

12/14/20 9PM 1 minute 5 

seconds 

Today marks a historic turning point in the fight against covid 19. 

The first batch of vaccines are here and already being given to 

frontline health care workers. This Pfizer covid vaccine was 

tested on over 20-thousand volunteers and found to effectively 

block the virus, meaning that if you are exposed, you are much 

less likely to get covid. now most of us won't be getting a vaccine 

until around the springtime. But when you do get a vaccine, don't 

be surprised if you feel some minor side effects. That's normal 

with most vaccines. and if you know what to expect, you can be 

prepared. The most common side effects with the Pfizer vaccine 

are fatigue, headache, pain at the injection site, and muscle aches. 

Those usually kick in 24 to 48 hours after the second dose and 

typically people feel better within a day or two. If you experience 

any of these after you get the vaccine, you can take ibuprofen to 

help you manage the symptoms. The recommendation is to wait 

to take these until the symptoms come up and not beforehand. 

But it's important to remember side effects are very common is 

most vaccines and this one is no different. It simply means your 

immune system is revving up to fight off an infection. 

ATX 

Unemployment 

KXAN 

News 

12/19/20 9PM 1 minute New numbers from the Texas Workforce Commission indicate 

more than 74-thousand people in the Austin-area lost their jobs 

between October and November. That includes Bastrop, 

Caldwell, Hays, Travis, and Williamson counties. Texas 

workforce solutions says some sectors have seen growth... like 

information technology and advanced manufacturing. The group's 

now accepting enrollments in a new, free program to train people 

in those areas that are hiring. Workforce Solutions' C-E-O says 

it's especially important to do so now and she expects 

unemployment rates may increase even more if congress doesn't 

pass another COVID-19 relief bill next week. Tamara Atkinson, 

Workforce Solutions Capital Area CEO; "We are worried about 

what would happen if there is not an extension of the 

unemployment insurance, after next week that's when so many 

people stop receiving additional benefits." Atkinson says her 

team hopes to enroll at least 260 people in the "re-work" training 

program.  
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Stage 5 Hospital 

Capacity 

KXAN 

News 

12/23/20 9PM 1 minute 55 

seconds 

This isn't the Christmas week Melody Cass hoped for. Her only 

son, William, known by many in Austin as performer Nadine 

Hughes was admitted to the hospital on Sunday night for 

COVID-19. Less than 24 hours later he was taken to the ICU 

where he's now in an induced coma. “To see him and not be able 

to touch him and not be able to be there and not talk to him and 

touch him...it's got to be the hardest thing I've ever been 

through.” Cass says by all accounts her son went out of his way 

to protect himself and his family from COVID-19. But now, she 

only communicates with William through the doctors at the 

hospital. “I said so is he going to die, he said, well it could 

happen, but we are working hard, they have to be truthful and I 

need the truth, so it's difficult.” Currently there are close to 500 

ICU beds available within the metro area's three healthcare 

systems. More than 80 percent are occupied. The strain on the 

healthcare system is apparent as Austin-Travis County entered 

Stage 5 Wednesday. That's why local hospitals are bringing in 

more workers to fill in the gaps.  Dr. Watson, “We do have staff 

who are out we've been able to back fill that staff with additional 

staffing we've received from other locations in the state and 

sometimes outside the state.” Dr. Rob Watson of Baylor Scott 

and White says his staff is seeing more COVID-19 cases stem 

from smaller gatherings. He expects to see another surge if 

behaviors don't change over the holidays. “So, you're around five 

maybe 10 people but somebody in there has the coronavirus and 

it spreads easily in those close-knit gatherings.” Mothers like 

Cass just urge people to listen to healthcare workers so they don't 

have to spend Christmas like she is. 
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Road rage 

Investigation 

KXAN 

News 

12/30/20 9PM 1 minute The Austin police department has released surveillance video of 

the deadly road rage shooting that happened over the weekend. In 

it you can see a red or maroon SUV drive by which is a potential 

witness police are trying to contact. Then a white SUV, that the 

victim was in, is seen being followed by a dark sedan. Police say 

the dark sedan is the suspect's car. At the end of the video you see 

that dark sedan head back through the intersection with the 

headlights off. The shooting happened Saturday night near the 

intersection of Todd Lane and Pleasant Valley Road in southeast 

Austin. Twenty-one-year-old Miranda Lopez, a passenger in the 

car involved, died yesterday. Today Austin Police explained what 

led up to the incident. Filemon Zamora / APD Homicide 

Detective: “We believe it was a road rage incident where the 

suspect was swerving in and out of traffic causing the victim to 

slam on her breaks to avoid a collision and it escalated from 

there." If you have any information about this crime call APD. 

 


