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Station KWCH –DT is a CBS Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

There are three primary satellites of KWCH-DT which simulcast most of the 

programming. KBSD-DT, KBSH-DT, and KBSL-DT do insert local segments and are 

listed in the Supplemental Issues and Programming report for each station.  

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in any of five daily newscasts, Monday through Friday,  

and on three per day newscasts on Saturday, and on two per day newscasts on 

Sunday, ranging in length of 45 seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime - Channel 12 reports regularly on criminal activity throughout the entire Channel 

12 viewing area as well as the rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just 

a few of the stories that were included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Events impacting the quality of life, including community caring and 

involvement. 

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education - Channel 12 has updated its method of covering educational issues in its 

viewing area, with the assignment of one reporter to focus solely on education. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest to the Channel 12 

viewing area and are aired regularly in our newscasts to keep our viewers as informed as 

possible of the latest in Environmental technology, treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - The well-being of Channel 12 viewers is always our top concern and 

the Channel 12 News Team is on top of every issue from traffic hazards to severe 

weather warnings, school closings, fire safety, disaster preparedness and emergency 

situations.  And, with severe weather season, storm spotter training meetings are held 

several times a week in locations throughout the Channel 12 viewing area all over the 

state. 

 

Politics - Channel 12 makes sure to convey to viewers how the issues and decisions by 

city, county and state government can affect them.     
 

 



 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 

 

Program    Day   Time 

 
Eyewitness News This Morning Monday – Friday 4:30 - 7:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News at Noon  Monday – Friday  12:00N - 12:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 5:00  Monday – Friday 5:00 - 5:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:00  Monday – Friday 6:00 -   6:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Monday – Friday 10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Saturday Morning Saturday  8:00 – 10:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Saturday  6:00 -   6:30 pm 

     Saturday  10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Sunday  5:30 -   6:00 pm 

     Sunday  10:00 – 11:00 pm 

 

All of KWCH-DT News programs are locally produced live news 

programs that present a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue 

related stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 

two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Public Service   All Days  Any times 

 

KWCH-DT broadcasts local and national public service 

announcements of varying lengths throughout its broadcast 

schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on 

one subject. 



 

 

CBS Network Programming 

 Program   Day   Time 

 

 
60 Minutes   Sundays  6:00 pm 

This is a CBS public affairs program featuring investigative reporting on issues facing the 

American public.  

 

48 Hours Mystery  Saturdays  9:00 pm 

This CBS program is an hour-long investigation on one current issues with a different 

topic each program. 

 

Sunday Morning  Sundays   8:00 am 

Produced by CBS News, this hour and a half program presents news and current issue 

stories as well as human-interest features. 

 

Face The Nation  Sundays  9:30 am 

A weekly half hour CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

CBS Up To The Minute Monday - Friday 2:00am - 4:00am 

Overnight Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, 

health tips and general interest items. 

 

CBS Morning News  Monday – Friday 4:00am – 4:30am 

Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, health tips and 

general interest items. 

 

CBS This Morning  Monday – Friday 7:00 – 9:00 am 

 

The CBS Evening News  Monday – Friday 5:30 – 6:00 pm 

 

CBS Saturday Morning Saturdays  6:00 - 8:00 am 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Features in Newscasts 
 

 

Newstalk  
Monday through Friday Morning & Noon Newscasts 

 

Locally produced segment that runs approximately 2-4 minutes during the 

Noon and morning Newscast with live call-ins answering questions about 

healthcare, pet care, plant care, and home economics. 

 

Daily Birthdays  
Monday through Friday Morning Newscasts 

 

Community Involvement  

Viewers send in their birthday announcements for any relative or friend 

and the birthday person’s picture is shown. A daily winner of the Channel 

12 Morning Newscast coffee mug is awarded to one of the birthday 

persons. 

 

Answerback 12 

 Sundays 10:00pm  

 

Locally produced feature including viewer’s comments and answering 

viewer’s questions about programming and other general questions about 

KWCH 12. 

 

FactFinder 12  Investigations 

  Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced investigative reports of consumer complaints. 

 

Crime Watch 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced reports on local/state crime and safety. 

 

Education 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state schools and education issues 

 



 

 

Economy 

Newscast on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state economy and on issues that affect 

viewers’ economic livelihood. 

 

Consumer Watch 
5pm Newscast Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 

Various other times 

 

Stories on new products available and whether they work.   

Also anything related to product recalls, and other consumer-type 

situations.  

 

Does It Work 

10pm Wednesdays 

 

Locally produced reports on retail items and if they work as advertised. 
 

 



 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 

 

Program    Day   Time 

 
Eyewitness News This Morning Monday – Friday 4:30 - 7:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News at Noon  Monday – Friday  12:00N - 12:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 5:00  Monday – Friday 5:00 - 5:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:00  Monday – Friday 6:00 -   6:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Monday – Friday 10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Saturday Morning Saturday  8:00 – 10:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Saturday  6:00 -   6:30 pm 

     Saturday  10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Sunday  5:30 -   6:00 pm 

     Sunday  10:00 – 11:00 pm 

 

All of KWCH-DT News programs are locally produced live news 

programs that present a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue 

related stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 

two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Public Service   All Days  Any times 

 

KWCH-DT broadcasts local and national public service 

announcements of varying lengths throughout its broadcast 

schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on 

one subject. 



 

 

CBS Network Programming 

 Program   Day   Time 

 

 

60 Minutes   Sundays  6:00 pm 
This is a CBS public affairs program featuring investigative reporting on issues facing the 

American public.  

 

48 Hours Mystery  Saturdays  9:00 pm 

This CBS program is an hour-long investigation on one current issues with a different 

topic each program. 

 

Sunday Morning  Sundays   8:00 am 

Produced by CBS News, this hour and a half program presents news and current issue 

stories as well as human-interest features. 

 

Face The Nation  Sundays  9:30 am 

A weekly half hour CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

CBS Up To The Minute Monday - Friday 2:00am - 4:00am 

Overnight Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, 

health tips and general interest items. 

 

CBS Morning News  Monday – Friday 4:00am – 4:30am 

Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, health tips and 
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CBS Saturday Morning Saturdays  6:00 - 8:00 am 

 

 
 



 

 

Features in Newscasts 

 

 

Newstalk  
Monday through Friday Morning & Noon Newscasts 

 

Locally produced segment that runs approximately 2-4 minutes during the Noon and morning Newscast 

with live call-ins answering questions about healthcare, pet care, plant care, and home economics. 

 

Daily Birthdays  
Monday through Friday Morning Newscasts 

 

Community Involvement  

Viewers send in their birthday announcements for any relative or friend and the birthday person’s picture is 

shown. A daily winner of the Channel 12 Morning Newscast coffee mug is awarded to one of the birthday 

persons. 

 

Answerback 12 

 Sundays 10:00pm  

 

Locally produced feature including viewer’s comments and answering viewer’s questions about 

programming and other general questions about KWCH 12. 

 

FactFinder 12  Investigations 

  Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced investigative reports of consumer complaints. 

 

Crime Watch 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced reports on local/state crime and safety. 

 

Education 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state schools and education issues 

 

Economy 

Newscast on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state economy and on issues that affect viewers’ economic livelihood. 

 

Consumer Watch 
5pm Newscast Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 

Various other times 

 

Stories on new products available and whether they work.   

Also anything related to product recalls, and other consumer-type situations.  

 

Does It Work 

10pm Wednesdays 

 

Locally produced reports on retail items and if they work as advertised. 
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FIRST QUARTER 

2016 

  

CRIME 

 

1/1/16   5pm 

Officers also responded to another shooting in Wichita last night. Police say a man and woman were 

arguing in a home near 26th and Madison around 1:30 this morning. At some point the woman shot the 

man in the chest. He was taken to the hospital in serious condition and is expected to survive. The woman 

was taken in for questioning. Investigators say alcohol may be involved. 

 

1/2/16   8am 

A New Year’s Eve party turns fatal in Hutchinson after one man stabs and kills another. Police got a call 

about a large disturbance near 8th and Madison yesterday morning. When they got to the scene, officers 

found Deshamus Luckey on the front porch of a house, stabbed.  He was taken to the hospital where he 

later died. Luckey's friends didn't want to speak on camera, but they said he would be missed as a friend, 

boyfriend and father. They didn't say what led to the stabbing.  

 

1/3/16   10pm 

I spoke with district attorney Marc Bennett over the phone... He tells me his team is close to wrapping up 

the case, but couldn't give me a timeline. The f-b-i office in Kansas City just tells me theirs is an open 

investigation. Quintero's father says he's hoping for justice - and change. 

 

1/4/16   5am 

I spoke with district attorney Marc Bennett over the phone... He tells me his team is close to wrapping up 

the case, but couldn't give me a timeline. The f-b-i office in Kansas City just tells me theirs is an open 

investigation. Quintero's father says he's hoping for justice - and change. 

 

1/5/16   5am 

Derek Schmidt hopes to get those answers through two questionnaires. One has been sent to all county and 

district attorneys in Kansas. Another went to sheriffs and police chiefs. More than 500 of the surveys went 

out last week. There are questions like....how many seizures of Colorado marijuana have occurred in your 

jurisdiction since January first... 20-14. Also... How would you characterize the overall effect of Colorado 

marijuana legalization in your jurisdiction. Schmidt says that since the drug was legalized in Colorado, 

Kansas law enforcement agencies have consistently reported encounters involving marijuana from 

Colorado. “There are many anecdotal accounts of marijuana acquired in Colorado illegally transported in 

Kansas causing harm here. What we're trying to do is gather more comprehensive information of what is 

actually happening in Kansas as the result of Colorado’s experiment.” these surveys will be compiled in the 

spring. Schmidt says he will make them available to you and others so you can evaluate them. Last year... 

Ten sheriff's from three states, including Kansas, sued Colorado governor John Hickenlooper over the 

state's marijuana laws. The lawsuit asks for financial relief for the burden that sheriff's say marijuana is 

putting on their offices. 

 

1/6/16   6am 

A man is found dead in an apartment in West Wichita. It happened at the aspen park apartments on west 

central. Police say, the man's roommate came home and found him dead after 8 last night. Police went door 

to door talking to neighbors trying to figure out what happened. At this point... Police are calling the man's 

death, suspicious. “There's some things that appeared might have been suspicious. So we're in the early 

process of investigating those details at this time." We hope to find out more details in the case later this 

morning during the daily media briefing. As soon as we get more details, we will let you know on air... 

Online at k-w-c-h dot com... And on our app. 

 

1/7/16   6am 

Former miss Kansas Theresa Vail will pay a fine after she pleads guilty to illegally killing a grizzly bear in 

Alaska. In a conference call with the judge, Vail's attorney said she inadvertently shot a female bear, while 



 

 

trying to finish the kill on a male. Vail had only one tag for the hunt... and says the professional guides she 

was using convinced her to falsify information to make it appear she had two tags. Vail says she reported 

the mistake after the hunt. Vail agreed to testify against the guides, if needed. 

 

1/8/16   6am 

Newton police are looking for a serial home burglar.... They say hit another home Wednesday night. 

Someone entered the house on country lane.... after homeowners accidentally left the garage door open. In 

just a matter of seconds, the homeowner's purse was gone... and so was the burglar. Investigators are 

convinced it's the same burglar who has done this several times over the past few months. Their advice.... 

make sure you close and lock all your doors. Also leave lights on outside. “Dogs are good. He has not 

entered a house with a dog at this point, lots of lights. Make him force entry...that's going to make him 

make noise. That’s gonna make him be there longer and he will probably find another target" the newton 

police department says... officers are going to start waking-up homeowners to tell them their garage doors 

are open. And they ask neighbors to keep an eye out for unusual activity or vehicles, especially at night. 

 

1/9/16   8am 

A Sumner county judge dismissed charges against south haven's police chief. Jason Boyd *was charged 

with theft... That's after he was accused of pocketing part of a donation that was destined for the city's 

police department. But a judge didn't buy the prosecutor's argument... The judge says, there was *no 

evidence the city of south haven possessed the money....Or had any ownership interest in the check - or the 

fund. Boyd *was suspended due to the investigation. We haven't heard yet if he's back on duty. 

 

1/10/16   5:30pm 

A wrongful death lawsuit has been filed- against the driver accused of running over and killing a state 

representative's wife.  Last February -- Annette Hedke fell in a Dillon’s parking lot in Wichita and was hit 

by an s-u-v. The driver -- Christopher Schrader -- was later arrested on charges including involuntary 

manslaughter and driving under the influence. He's set to be sentenced tomorrow. The lawsuit -- filed on 

behalf of Representative Dennis Hedke -- seeks 75-thousand-dollars from Schrader and the woman who 

owned the car. 

 

1/11/16   5am 

A wrongful death lawsuit has been filed against the driver accused of running over and killing a state 

representative's wife. Last February -- Annette Hedke fell in a Dillon’s parking lot in Wichita and was hit 

by an s-u-v. The driver -- Christopher Schrader -- has pleaded no contest to involuntary manslaughter and a 

drug charge. He's set to be sentenced today. The lawsuit -- filed on behalf of Representative Dennis Hedke 

-- seeks 75-thousand-dollars from Schrader and the woman who owned the car. 

 

1/12/16   Noon 

Here’s what we know right now... One vehicle is involved in the crash at harry and Broadway... Two 

people were possibly hurt in the crash... And one person was taken to the hospital in critical condition... 

Dispatchers say the crash happened after a police chase... That started after the report of an armed robbery 

on north Washington - near 2nd street. If you're driving in the area of Harry and Broadway - police want 

you to avoid it if you can. “The suspects to and the employee’s purse but also several lottery tickets from 

this business. With the help of the Kansas lottery we throughout the night kept getting hits that the suspect 

in the robbery continued to cash the tickets that were stolen during the robbery.” 

 

1/13/16   Noon 

An update to a story that was breaking news yesterday at noon. Wichita police say a man involved in a 

chase and crash is out of the hospital - And in jail - Accused of evading police. No charges have been filed 

against the other man in the car. We don't know if he's still in the hospital. The Kansas Lottery told police 

the men were trying to cash stolen lottery scratch-off tickets. When officers approached them - they took 

off - triggering the chase. Police say, they were also investigating a convenience store robbery from 

Monday - which they believed was connected. “At this point... what investigators are working on is tying 

these two individuals to the robbery and the suspicious character call and whether they were trying to cash 

the stolen lottery tickets.” There an innocent person also involved in yesterday's crash. The suspects hit 

their car - sending that person to the hospital with injuries that were not serious.     



 

 

 

1/14/16   5am 

Breaking news overnight... A Wichita woman is shot in the knee goes to the hospital in serious condition. It 

happened around 11-30 last night on north Volusia near 21st. Witnesses told police they saw someone 

running from the area at the time of the shooting. One person was detained. Police have not identified the 

suspect or the victim. 

 

1/15/16   4:30am 

An Abilene student is in trouble.... After he brought a gun to school. The school district says... the middle 

school student showed the gun to a pair of classmates. They later told staff. Police arrested the student... as 

he was walking home. School officials say... the student never intended to use the gun. He was eventually 

released into his parent's custody. 

 

1/16/16   8am 

Wichita police are investigating an armed robbery near the intersection of 31st street south and hillside... 

That's not far from spirit aerosystems and the turnpike... Dispatchers say nobody was hurt... No word yet if 

police have made any arrests. 

   

1/17/16   10pm 

<sot verbatim: 30:45 we knew, hey if we continue to do this we were putting patients at risk > That's why a 

wichita pharmacist says her pharmacy started refusing to fill prescriptions made by Steven Henson -- more 

than a year ago. Henson is accused of selling thousands of prescription drugs -- and aiding in an overdose 

that killed one of his patients. Tonight -- we hear first-hand from a pharmacist who says Henson’s arrest 

was not a surprise. It's an interview you'll only see on eyewitness news. 

 

1/18/16   5am 

<sot verbatim: 30:45 we knew, hey if we continue to do this we were putting patients at risk > That's why a 

wichita pharmacist says her pharmacy started refusing to fill prescriptions made by Steven Henson -- more 

than a year ago. Henson is accused of selling thousands of prescription drugs -- drugs that were linked to an 

overdose that killed one of his patients we are now hearing from a pharmacist who says Henson’s arrest 

was not a surprise. It's an interview you'll only see on eyewitness news. 

 

1/19/16   4:30am 

Vandals target nearly 30 mailboxes in Butler County ... Bending and breaking some... And knocking others 

over.  The first case was called in to the butler county sheriff's office yesterday morning... and dozens more 

followed. Many of those hit are along butler road between Benton and Andover... Our crews pulled up just 

as one homeowner in the area discovered her mailbox was one of the ones targeted. it wasn't ruined... but 

she still has a message for the people responsible... <sot verbatim: 23:12 You're all idiots for hurting a 

harmless mailbox. 23:29 I hope they get caught but odds are against it. 3 > vandalizing mailboxes is a 

federal crime. And if caught, a person could be fined up to 250-thousand dollars... or face up to three years 

in person for each single act. 

 

1/20/16   5am 

You may have seen this photo on our Facebook page. DEPUTIES need your help finding the person who 

shot and dumped three dozen geese. A captain with the saline (SUH-LEAN) county sheriff's office told our 

news partners at the "salina journal"... they were thrown over a culvert on east Humbargar road. The birds 

appear to be Snow Geese... which game officials say... can be hunted without limits until March. A game 

warden says... the person responsible could face charges for illegal dumping. If you know anything about 

this, you're asked to call 'operation game thief'. You can find that number in this story at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

1/21/16   5am 

The Carr brothers will stay on death row. Reginald and Jonathan Carr killed five people in a crime spree in 

2000. The u-s Supreme Court ruled their sentences were *incorrectly overturned last year. Pilar Pedraza 

explains what this means for the case. 

 

1/22/16   10pm 



 

 

"We’re just heartbroken -- we can replace everything but those."  A couple's trailer is stolen from their 

driveway -- inside -- two urns with the ashes of their father and their beloved dog. Jade DeGood talked with 

the family today -- they hope for your help in finding their belongings -- especially those they say are 

irreplaceable.  

 

1/23/16   8am 

A Wichita family is asking for your help -- after someone stole the family's trailer from its driveway. The 

family just moved here from Oklahoma -- Jade DeGood talked with them and explains why some of those 

items cannot be replaced. 

 

1/25/16   6am 

Three inmates who escaped a California jail remain on the loose this morning. And officers fear they could 

be armed. The Orange County Sheriff's office says the men were last seen at the maximum security jail in 

Santa Ana around five Friday morning. Officials released new details yesterday about how they escaped.  

<"Based on the information that we have it seems the inmates cut through half inch steel bars to facilitate 

their escape. The information also suggests the inmates cut their way through the plumbing tunnels and 

gained access to an unsecured area of the roof." > The U-S Marshals Service is offering a 30-thousand 

dollar reward for information that leads to the inmates' re-capture. 

 

1/26/16   5am 

Kansas secretary of state Kris Kobach announces three new voter fraud cases. All three cases involve 

accusations of double voting. One is against a Sedgwick county man accused of double voting in elections 

in 20-12 and 20-14. Another case is against an Ellis county man accused of voting more than once in 20-12. 

The third case is against a Johnson county man accused of double voting in 20-12. These three new cases 

are in addition to three others Kobach filed since July. So far one person has been found guilty...the other 

cases are still ongoing. 

 

1/27/16   5am 

A high speed crosses Sedgwick County overnight and ends in park city. This morning viewers are helping 

us tell the story. Take a look at this video - people who saw it all say the drive was out of control. This 

morning police say they arrested the man behind the wheel... But people say he left his mark on their 

neighborhood. Hannah Davis joins us live with more 

 

1/28/16   4:30am 

A Wichita business hopes you can identify this vehicle and the person getting out of it. Since October the 

business has been hit more than a dozen times by thieves. The owner says thieves have taken car 

parts...equipment and even drilled holes in the gas tanks of his work trucks to steal gas. Emily Griffin 

talked to him about what's he's doing to keep it from happening again. 

 

1/29/16   5am 

Hutchinson police are asking for help finding the men who robbed a Kwik shop and attacked the clerk. 

Police say the store at 43rd and plum was robbed Wednesday morning... and the clerk was severely beaten 

by three men. 

 

1/30/16   8am 

It is an honor to be here. I am very excited to get started. There are tremendous opportunities here. New 

Wichita Police Chief Gordon Ramsay wants to hit the ground running. Ramsay says... he wants to get the 

rest of a federal grant to pay for the department's body cameras. He also wants to get out there and talk with 

people around town. <really my 30 days... 60 days will be a lot of listening. I'm going to be doing a lot of 

listening and meeting with people internally and externally and really focus on building a plan for the 

future. Ramsay previously served as Duluth, Minnesota’s chief of police. 

 

1/31/16   5:30pm 

Wichita police say a man- tried to rob a south Wichita subway restaurant at gunpoint last night. Police say 

an employee was trying to take out the trash behind the store near Pawnee and Oliver... When a man 



 

 

approached and pointed a gun at her. That's when she ran back into the restaurant and closed the door 

behind her. She was not hurt. 

 

2/1/16   Noon 

New at noon... Wichita native and former Dallas cowboy joseph Randle has been arrested again Randle 

was arrested early this morning in Irving Texas on an outstanding warrant for speeding. Randle showed up 

at his ex-girlfriend’s house, looking for a place to sleep before his drive back to wichita he was not 

welcome there, and the people living there called police found Randle nearby, ran his info, found the 

warrant and arrested him Randle's bond is set at a few hundred dollars 

 

2/2/16   Noon 

Wichita police arrest a man they believe is connected to three robberies at a-t-m's... The 25 year old is 

charged with aggravated battery, aggravated assault, kidnapping, attempted robbery. He's currently in the 

Sedgwick county jail. Police say they're still looking for another suspect. 

 

2/3/16   5am 

A hunting lodge in the flint hills is under investigation - accused of illegal hunting and baiting. Court 

documents accuse eagle head outfitters lodge of incidents that include hunting out of season - killing more 

waterfowl than allowed and illegal baiting. A search warrant was executed last week. Authorities seized 

cameras - phones - pictures - guns - ledgers - waterfowl and a laptop. This is a shot of eagle heads website. 

The company employs several guides to provide outfitters services for hunters. No federal charges have 

been filed. In cases like this prosecutors typically do not make charging decisions until months and 

sometimes even years after a search. The lodge's owner has not commented on the raid. 

 

2/4/16   5am 

<sot verbatim: "so you just came from wichita tonight?"  > That’s video of former cowboy Joseph Randle's 

latest arrest. T-m-z sports obtained this video. It’s from Monday. In it Randle is in his car...talking to an 

Irving, Texas police officer saying "this is the end of my career." Randle was taken into custody on an 

outstanding warrant for speeding he's since been released from custody. This is the latest problem for the 

Wichita native who was released by the cowboys this past season. 

 

2/5/16   4:30am 

Officers arrest a second person featured in a sex offender registry photo. "Crime-stoppers of wichita and 

Sedgwick County" say... a tip helped law enforcement find Kevin a rivers. A handful of law enforcement 

agencies are working together to find people in violation of the state's sex offender registry. Many of you 

have seen this picture on your Facebook feed... featuring the mugshots of people with active warrants. 

That's because they haven't registered with the state sex offender registry. We’ve posted the photo on k-w-

c-h dot com. look there to see if *you* recognize their faces... 

 

2/6/16   9am 

People in one Wichita neighborhood are battling a graffiti problem. Spray paint like this... is common along 

south Broadway. Officers say they don't think it's gang-related. Instead, they say the spray paint is likely 

from someone trying to make a name for themselves. Wichita officers haven't tracked-down who's 

responsible just yet. They do say they've received several credible tips. 

 

2/7/16   10pm 

Eleven to go. Tips from the public helped track-down these criminals..... Just days after the sheriff's office 

released this poster of "15 wanted sex or violent offenders." it’s part of a new offender registration warrant 

program...Emily griffin went on a ride-along with a team of officers who say it’s working exactly like they 

had hoped. 

 

 

 

2/8/16   5am 

The Sedgwick county sheriff's office has released a list of the "15 most wanted sex or violent offenders" in 

the county. It’s part of a new offender registration warrant program...and if they don't register like they're 



 

 

supposed to... They get tracked down and taken back to jail. Emily griffin went on a ride-along with a team 

of officers who say, keeping track of all 27-hundred is a job they can't do alone. 

 

2/9/16   5am 

Factfinder 12 investigators uncover new information.... about the arrest of a Wichita high school teacher. 

Steven Thompson is charged with sexual exploitation of a child. Court documents show police found 

nearly 50-thousand photos of child pornography on Thompson’s computers and hard drive after first being 

alerted by his employer, garden city community college. The college says it put him on paid leave pending 

a "due process" hearing, but Thompson resigned before it took place. Police didn't arrest Thompson for two 

years. During that time, the Wichita school district hired Thompson as a teacher. The district says it didn't 

know he was under investigation. Thompson continues to be on paid leave from Wichita public schools. 

We asked garden city police and the Finney county attorney why it took two years to arrest Thompson. We 

have not heard back from either. 

 

2/10/16   5am 

Again, Thompson’s arrest came- more than two years after the investigation began. The arrest affidavit 

claims the first child pornography picture was found on his work computer in September of 2013. Garden 

city police executed a search warrants the next day, and seized portable hard drives and other equipment. 

Police interviewed him the following January, and he resigned from the community college the next month. 

A year and a half later, he was hired in Wichita... And last month, Thompson was arrested. Thompson’s 

attorney released this statement, saying there is misrepresentation in the affidavit... And that files can exist 

on a computer without the user being aware of the image. 

 

2/11/16   5am 

Sound you have evaded the tax and you are under the criminal records right now.> you may have gotten the 

call and didn't fall for it but that's not the case for everyone. The i-r-s scam has affected thousands of 

Americans. People have been scammed out of more than 27-and a half million dollars of that 

amount....more than 155-thousand comes from victims in Kansas. This is from October of 20-13 to today. 

36 people in Kansas have fallen victim to the scam. The losses average out to about 43-hundred dollars 

apiece. Again the i-r-s will never contact you by phone to tell you that you owe taxes. You can call the real 

i-r-s to find out if you truly owe money. And the best thing you can do if you get this call...hang up. 

 

2/12/16   5am 

An employee of the Arkansas city school district is arrested in a drug search. Nicole bass is an academic 

coach at Frances Willard elementary school she was arrested on drug charges and child endangerment. The 

school district says it was notified of her arrest and for now, she remains an employee of the district. Bass 

was one of two arrested yesterday afternoon as part of a drug enforcement operation in an ark city 

neighborhood. Her bond is set at 110-thousand dollars. 

 

2/13/16   8am 

Factfinder 12 found neither the coach nor the bus driver reported the incident to police.... Or the 

"department for children and families." we wanted to know whether that violated mandatory reporting 

policies. The language in the policy says, "A report must be made by a mandated reporter if there is reason 

to suspect that a child has been harmed as a result of physical, mental, emotional, or sexual abuse." Any 

school employee is considered a mandated reporter... And if abuse is suspected, he or she is required to 

report to either the department of children and families, or law enforcement.  The policy says, *even if a 

mandated reporter believes the situation has already been reported, there is still a requirement to file a 

report. The law's main purpose is to help detect child abuse or neglect is happening within the home... But 

we asked if mandatory reporting is required, when the abuse is happening between students. It just depends. 

It just depends on the circumstance. That's why we encourage the teachers, the school administrators to 

have a good relationship with the agency and law enforcement, so if they have a question if something 

warrants a call to the reporting hotline, that they have that connection and can work through that > a former 

school bus driver told us there are policies in place for drivers... That if followed, would've prevented the 

situation in great bend from happening. 

 

2/14/16   5:30am 



 

 

A Kansas house committee wants to limit the access you have to police body camera video current law says 

most footage recorded by police cameras is public record. The new proposal would limit access to people 

in recorded video and their attorneys. Anyone else would have to ask a judge to release the footage. 

Supporters of the legislation say it'll help maintain the right to privacy. 

 

2/15/16   5am 

A Wichita woman wakes up early Sunday morning -- to find a bullet hole in her front door.  It happened 

near zoo and West Street. The woman says she heard a gunshot, woke up...and immediately noticed a bullet 

had struck her door. There were seven people home at the time -- including a 10-year-old. No one was hurt 

-- police are still searching for who is responsible. 

 

2/16/16   Noon 

Wichita police say the victim of an overnight shooting... Is *not cooperating with investigators... IT'S an 

update to breaking news we brought you on eyewitness news this morning. The shooting happened at the 

Eastgate apartments in southeast Wichita... The victim initially told officers he was throwing away his 

trash... When he was shot in the back... Wichita police say... They do not have any details on a possible 

suspect at this point... They say they'll continue their investigation throughout the day... 

 

2/17/16   5am 

There was an increased... police presence at great bend high school because of Monday’s demonstration. 

The students were protesting the school district's response to accusations of a sexual assault on a school bus 

earlier this month. The district says it handled the situation appropriately and the superintendent says he 

doesn't believe serious criminal activity occurred. The Ellsworth county sheriff's office is investigating the 

case. The sheriff tells us, they do believe a crime happened. 

 

2/18/16   5am 

Wichita police continue... to look for a suspect involved in an amber alert. Police say David hatcher took 

his two daughters yesterday morning from a Wichita hotel. The girls were found at a home just before 

noon. They are now with family. Hatcher’s car was located but he has still not been found. If you have any 

information on his whereabouts you're asked to call police. 

 

2/19/16   5am 

A Wichita p-e teacher... Has been arrested on child sex charges. Mayberry middle school teacher... terry 

couch... was booked into the Sedgwick county jail last night. He had been put on leave from the school last 

week. District officials sent a message to parents, today saying... Couch will not be returning to Mayberry. 

He faces two counts of aggravated indecent liberties with a child. Earlier this month, we told you about a 

"Mayberry middle school" teacher who was placed on leave... After concerns from a student were raised. 

We do not know if that's connected to couch. 

 

2/20/16   9am 

A fundraiser to help a Harvey county couple arrested on child abuse charges is over. Paige and Jim 

Nachtigal (KNOCK-TI-GALL) were arrested after two of their adopted children were found bruised and 

dehydrated. The couple had planned on returning to Peru - the country where their children were born. We 

talked to world outreach ministries about the organization's connection to the Nachtigals. They say they 

previously helped the couple fundraise for a trip to Peru. The group also says the Nachtigals have not 

received any donation money yet. 

 

2/21/16   5:30pm 

Police are investigating- the shooting death of a 26-year-old man in north Wichita. Officers were called to 

the area of north Erie and Elm Street just after five this morning... Where they found the man in the street 

with a gunshot wound. He was pronounced dead at the scene. No arrests have been made. Police say they 

hope to give us more information about the shooting during tomorrow's police briefing. That's when we 

will be updated on the fatal fire as well. Look for updates tomorrow on k-w-c-h dot com and during 

eyewitness news at noon. 

 

2/22/16   5am 



 

 

Wichita native and former Dallas Cowboys running back Joseph Randle is in the Sedgwick county jail this 

morning. He faces aggravated battery charges. Police arrested him Sunday morning in a neighborhood near 

rock and Pawnee. Neighbors tell us he'd been at a party at a home. Police say Randle hit a woman and two 

men with his car... Then, he forced his way into the house. In addition to the battery charges, Randle also 

faces charges of possessing marijuana, and criminal property damage. It's the fifth time Randle has been 

arrested in the last 17 months...  three weeks ago he was arrested in Texas for an outstanding warrant... In 

November, he was arrested at the Kansas star casino, when he police say he tried to fight a security officer 

at the blackjack table. A year ago he was arrested in Wichita after a domestic disturbance complaint. 

Domestic violence charges were never filed... Randle's bond is set at 100-thousand dollars. We were told he 

can't bail out until after his first court appearance which could take place today or tomorrow. 

 

2/23/16   5am 

These changes come as a second family comes forward with accusations of their son being assaulted by his 

teammates. The saline county sheriff's office says a 15 year old team member and parent came to salina on 

Saturday to make a report. They claim the teen was assaulted earlier this month while the team was 

traveling back from a meet in salina on February third. The parent says the assault happened shortly after 

the team left a salina restaurant where they stopped to eat on the way home. The saline county sheriff's 

office is working with the Ellsworth county sheriff's office and great bend police to get more information. 

<sot verbatim: Great bend and Ellsworth, see what the circumstances were with the case they had reported 

and what they know about this case. 47:23   > as far as the first incident goes. The Ellsworth county 

sheriff's office hopes to present its investigation to the county attorney tomorrow. There are still many 

questions we're trying to answer - including if the students at the center of the allegations were punished - 

and if any of those students competed this past weekend in the state swim meet. Factfinder 12 will continue 

to ask those questions for you. 

 

2/24/16   5am 

The Ellsworth county sheriff's office could finish its investigation today....into accusations that a student on 

the great bend swim team was sexually assaulted on a team bus. The student's mother says it happened 

while the team was returning from a swim meet in Manhattan. Once the investigation is complete the 

sheriff will hand the case over to the county attorney. A second incident was reported in Saline County. 

The investigation in that case is still ongoing. be the first to hear about any potential charges by 

downloading our kwch app. 

 

2/25/16   5am 

If you've used your debit or credit card in gray county... Officials want you to keep a close eye on your 

account. The gray county sheriff’s office says it's worked as many as 22 skimming cases since Monday. 

The victims noticed the changes in their accounts last week. Most have been for small amounts. Deputies 

want you to be alert and if you see suspicious activity at a gas pump or a-t-m call 9-1-1. Skimming cases 

are nothing new to Kansas. We told you about several that happened in Wichita and salina this past 

summer. No arrests were made in those cases. 

 

2/26/16   6am 

We continue our coverage this morning - of the mass shooting in Hesston. We know 4 people were killed - 

including the shooter Cedric ford.... Several others were hurt. It happened around 5 yesterday afternoon at 

excel industries where Cedric worked as a painter. That’s where we start our team coverage with Jenn 

bates. 

 

2/27/16   8am 

A woman who says she was attacked by ford called him violent and depressed. That woman asked for 

protection from him. The sheriff believes that protection order triggered the shooting. As we were first to 

tell you on eyewitness news this morning, that protection from abuse order was served to ford on Thursday 

around 3:30 at the excel plant where he worked. Ford left the plant. An hour and half later, the shootings 

began. The woman who filed the p-f-a against ford said ford choked her during an argument. She said he 

was in need of desperate psychological help. 

 

2/28/16   5:30pm 



 

 

An army officer stationed at the pentagon is arrested in connection with the death of a Virginia police 

officer. Police in suburban Washington d-c arrested 32-year-old Ronald Hamilton today. They say he's 

responsible for killing a police officer yesterday. It was Officer Ashley (gwen-don) Guindon's first day on 

the job when she responded to a domestic violence call at Hamilton’s house. That’s where investigators say 

she was shot. Two other officers also suffered non-life threatening injuries. 

 

2/29/16   6am 

An army staff sergeant assigned to the pentagon... Is arrested on murder and other charges in the shooting 

death of a Virginia police officer. Ashley Guindon and 2 other officers were shot while responding to a 

domestic dispute Saturday night in the Washington d-c area. Police say Ronald Hamilton opened fire on the 

officers after killing his wife. Guindon was killed in the shooting. It was her first day on the job. The other 

two officers are expected to be okay. Hamilton’s 11-year old son was home at the time of the shooting. He's 

since being taken care of by relatives. Hamilton is expected to be in court today. 

 

3/1/16   5am 

An Arkansas city man is arrested, accused of more than 30 sex crimes. Darren lee Williams was booked 

into jail on a long list of charges, including rape and aggravated indecent liberties with a child. Police said 

they were tipped off last week about a man having an inappropriate relationship with a girl. While 

investigating they identified another possible victim. Williams was arrested during a traffic stop in 

Arkansas City. 

 

3/2/16   5am 

A grand jury indicts a woman on gun charges related to last week’s shooting at Hesston’s excel industries. 

Sarah Hopkins made her first appearance in court Monday where she was released on a conditional bond 

Tuesday’s indictment means a preliminary hearing scheduled for next week won't be needed. Hopkins is 

accused of providing the guns found with Cedric ford when he was killed at the plant last Thursday. She 

faces up to ten years in prison if convicted. 

 

3/3/16   4:30am 

For the first time since two sexual assaults were reported on board great bend school buses... We're learning 

what steps the district is taking to keep students safe. Eyewitness news has been asking for details for 

weeks now... Factfinder 12 investigators filed a Kansas open meetings act complaint against the district... 

To find out if the school board made some changes behind closed doors in executive session. on February 

6, a mother of a great bend high school student made a complaint to police saying her child was sexually 

assaulted on a great bend school bus on the way back from a swim meet. on February 8, the district says 

school administrators interviewed students who were on the bus. Superintendent William Reed says 

appropriate actions against those students was taken. On the same day, reed says the district created new 

practices for coaches and sponsors to sit in the front - the middle and back of the bus to observe students. 

On February 17 - reed claims that change in practice was written down and handed to the coaches and 

sponsors. According to him - this policy change is not final. Reed says the board will consider the proposed 

changes at its next meeting on March 14. 

 

3/4/16   4:30am 

A Wichita infant that's been missing for several months...had his first birthday. Baby Vincent was last seen 

near the intersection of hydraulic and Tulsa in south Wichita. His family gathered near that intersection 

yesterday to remember him. A Sedgwick county court declared him dead last fall. But that hasn't stopped 

his family. They've continued to reach out to police to find out what they're doing to find baby Vincent they 

say they haven't received any new information on the investigation, but they're optimistic <no leads, no 

tips, but we pray that he comes to surface soon.  BUTTED TO someone knows something. Someone has 

him somewhere, they're just hiding him. > We’ve shared his image on our Facebook page... Be sure to 

share it if it pops up in your feed. 

 

3/5/16   9am 

Breaking news overnight.... Dispatch confirms a fight in old town ended with four people injured. Police 

say it happened around 1-30 this morning. Officers were walking near north Mosley and north rock hyland 

when they heard gunshots coming from a nearby parking lot. They found four victims with gunshot 



 

 

wounds. Those injuries are *not life-threatening. Witnesses tell police a fight broke out, and that sparked 

the shooting. 

 

3/6/16   5:30am 

Jail records show joseph randle's most recent arrest happened early Sunday morning... Just before 2. The 

former Dallas cowboys running back was booked for "failure to appear." this makes the sixth arrest in less 

than two years for the Wichita native. Randle's legal problems started in October 2014 when he was 

arrested for shoplifting in Texas. A few months later he was arrested after an alleged altercation at a hotel 

in Wichita. Then in November of 2015 the football player was arrested at the Kansas star casino for 

assaulting a law enforcement officer. Now in 2016 he's been arrested three times. Once in Texas for 

speeding warrants... Once in Wichita for aggravated assault and again this morning for failure to appear. 

We expect to get more information on this most recent arrest at Monday’s police briefing. 

 

3/7/16   5am 

Wichita native Joseph Randle is back in jail this morning court records show the former Dallas cowboy and 

Oklahoma state running back was taken into custody early Sunday morning for failing to appear in court. 

This is his sixth arrest in less than two years. He was just arrested in February after police say he hit three 

people with his car... and then broke into a home. 

 

3/8/16   4:30am 

The Kansas Fire Marshal... is investigating another grass fire... as arson. The fire burned about 12-hundred 

acres in Marion County just south of Florence Sunday. If you have any information, you're asked to call 

800-K-S CRIME. 

 

3/9/16   5:30am 

Breaking news out of Missouri this morning. The man wanted for the murders of five people in 2 states is 

caught. The manhunt began late Monday night when police say Pablo Serrano shot and killed three people 

inside a home in Kansas City. A fourth victim died at the hospital. Then hours later... Police say Serrano 

shot and killed a fifth victim at his home in Missouri... About 170 miles away. Serrano was found and 

arrested without incident early this morning. 

 

3/10/16   5am 

The woman accused of providing the weapons used in the excel attack... appeared in federal court. Sarah 

Hopkins entered a plea of "not guilty". She could face up to ten years if she's convicted of giving guns to 

Cedric Ford. Court documents show that Hopkins says she gave the weapons to ford last summer because 

he threatened her. 

 

3/11/16   6am 

Employees are back to work at excel industries in Hesston. 2 weeks ago yesterday - an employee walked 

into the plant and opened fire killing 3 co-workers and injuring more than a dozen others. Police shot and 

killed the gunman. Now we are hearing 9-1-1 calls and the reaction by emergency responders to the mass 

shooting. We want to warn you - for some - they can be difficult to hear. <:04 *ringing* "Harvey County 

911." "Ya there's a guy on meridian headed north shooting at cars." > there were three people staffing the 

Harvey County 9-1-1 dispatch center on February 25th - which is normal for a Thursday evening. Law 

enforcement officers were already responding to other reports of shootings on two Harvey County roads - 

when calls started to come in from the plant. In all - dispatchers took about 40 calls reporting an active 

shooter. <(sheriff) 58:24 "normally if we know a storm is coming in they'll man, they'll staff the 

communication center with more people. This is a storm no one seen coming." 0:15 "I need some help. My 

son was shot." "Your son was shot? Okay calm down." > the shooting ended 26 minutes after it began - 

when Hesston police chief Doug Schroeder shot and killed Cedric Ford. Eleven minutes later, paramedics 

were allowed to move in and help the victims. 

 

3/12/16   8am 

Flint hills high school went into lock-down when this shooting happened. Every door at the school was 

locked... to keep everyone inside safe. The superintendent says no one was allowed in or out of the 

building. There were 210 students in the building at the time along with 40 to 50 staff members. The 



 

 

superintendent says the school followed active shooter protocol. <sot verbatim: sot Jeremy Boldra USD 

492 Superintendent we do active shooter training. We make sure kids are safe, and we do have drills and 

procedures in place to make sure they are because they're our number one priority.  > The lock-down was 

lifted about 30 minutes later. 

 

3/13/16   10pm 

A Wichita kitten -- shot twice and left for dead -- is scheduled to have surgery tomorrow. The *Wichita 

animal action league* says it raised the 35-hundred dollars needed for the surgery. Athena still has a bullet 

lodged in her back near her spine -- causing her back legs to be paralyzed. Her rescuers hope that the 

surgery to remove the bullet -- will mean Athena will be able to walk once again. We first told you 

Athena’s story last night -- you can watch that right now on our website -- kwch.com 

 

3/14/16   4:30am 

A man is in jail this morning...accused of attacking another man with a machete. Police say there were a 

couple witnesses on scene that said the attack was unprovoked. It happened around 5 Friday night near 

north Broadway. The victim was not hurt -- and police found the suspect a short time later and arrested him 

for aggravated assault. 

 

3/15/16   5:30am 

New this morning. The Wichita animal action league says... It is postponing surgery for a cat found shot. 

It's a story we first told you about over the weekend. The Wichita animal action league says... the bullet has 

moved away from her spine and into the soft tissue around it. Specialists at k-state say with time and rest... 

she could regain the use of her legs without surgery. The action league is following k-state's advice... and 

waiting for four weeks to reevaluate options. 

 

3/16/16   4:30am 

Multiple threats to schools and students in Hutchinson have the city's public schools wanting to take action 

they're considering doing active shooter drills superintendent Shelly Kiblings says her district already has 

policies in place to protect students from a threat like an active shooter. They also train staff on what to do, 

with live drills happening twice per year. But Kiblings says, the number of those drills and what they do to 

keep students safe are up for review... < We’re going to sit down with the experts and say what can we do 

better?  > The school district has ruled out doing a live-action simulation, like a mock shooting. 

 

3/17/16   4:30am 

New video is released showing what two Wichita state students call a hate crime. There isn't any audio - so 

we don't know what was said... But the two students are at a convenience store near campus, when the other 

man pulls up on a motorcycle. One student appears to put one hand to the man's chest... That's when it turns 

violent. After several pushes, the man turns back to his motorcycle. The student follows him, and 

something causes the man to turn back around. It escalates until the man knocks the student to the ground 

and walks back to his motorcycle. The student goes after him again, but the man is eventually seen riding 

away. This video is part of an ongoing police investigation. Wichita police officers say they want to talk to 

everyone involved. <sot verbatim: 33:36 the gentleman that was on the motorcycle, please give us a call. 

We'd like to hear his side of the story so to speak and make sure we have all the facts. > 

Police also ask you to call investigations at the number on your screen if you know anything about what 

happened. 

 

3/18/16   4:30am 

A Wichita advocacy group says the community has failed victims of human trafficking. The WSU center 

for combatting human trafficking will hold a rally outside the Sedgwick county courthouse today. Rachel 

Skytta explains what the group would like to see happen. 

 

3/19/16   8am 

A shooting in south Wichita sent one man to the hospital. Officers say...an 18 year old and a 14 year old 

were walking down a street near harry and Broadway...when someone fired 3 shots at them. Officers say 

the 18 year old was shot in the head, the 14 year old wasn't hurt. Both of them were able to run to a house 

where a friend lives... that's where they called 9-1-1. The 18 year was taken to the hospital in critical 



 

 

condition. Police say now they're interviewing neighbors in the area and the 14 year old about what might 

have caused the shooting... they're still looking for the shooter or shooters. <SOT VERBATIM: 27:23 I 

guess you could call it a drive by, more of a walk by if you will. Because I think the suspects were on foot 

when the shooting occurred, they ran to a car and sped away.> police describe the suspect vehicle as a teal 

green... 80's Camaro with a black hard top. They’re asking anyone with information about that vehicle, or 

this shooting... to call police. 

 

3/20/16   10pm 

The two teens in Friday’s plane crash... Revisit the scene where they were forced to make an emergency 

landing after their plane's engine failed. Deedee sun first talked to the teens yesterday... She caught up with 

them again today as they visited the tallgrass country club. 

 

3/21/16   6am 

A tip is being credited for helping the *Kansas department of corrections* find a man who escaped a 

minimum security prison in Winfield. Bradley Struble left the facility sometime between Wednesday night 

and Thursday morning. We're told he was taken into custody Saturday night in Arkansas City he was 

staying with a family member. Struble is currently at the Cowley county jail. 

 

3/22/16   5am 

A shooting in north Wichita puts a 19 year old in the hospital in critical condition police say a disturbance 

was reported near 25th and Waco. When they went to check things out they found a man hurt in the street. 

Dispatchers tell us he was shot... but police will only confirm he was taken to the hospital in critical but 

stable condition. Several kids who were playing in the neighborhood told us what they heard. <sot 

verbatim: We were playing basketball, then we heard that gunshot. Then we looked over there and seen that 

guy with the yellow shirt. And he ran down the alley, and that's when our neighbor came over here and told 

us to help him because somebody got shot. > The victim's name has not been released.... Police say there's a 

possibility two other men may be involved. 

 

3/23/16   5am   

Law enforcement officers around Kansas... Fired from one department... Then re-hired at another. Are their 

backgrounds being vetted? Or... Are some agencies just ignoring what they find... To save money. 

Factfinder 12 investigator Lauren Seabrook looks into how these officers... are able to move from badge to 

badge. 

 

3/24/16   5am 

Surveillance camera video shows.... an a-t-m theft in hays. Someone broke into the Cervs on Hall Street 

early yesterday morning... You can see that person places a chain around an a-t-m... They use a vehicle to 

break the a-t-m free from the bolts in the floor... It happened in just two or three minutes... We've posted 

the video on our website and Facebook page so you can see if you can identify the thieves 

 

3/25/16   5am 

A group in southwestern Missouri is trying to find out why dozens of cats are turning up dead. Crime 

stoppers in Springfield, Missouri is offering a 1-thousand dollar reward to find the person responsible for 

the deaths. The group says the believe the attacks are happening between 9 p-m and midnight. Police say a 

man has been seen cradling cats in the area... 

 

3/26/16   9am 

Isis is claiming responsibility.... For a suicide bombing at a football match south of Iraq’s capital. 29 people 

killed and 95 others were hurt in Friday’s attack. Isis has been suicide bombing cities in and around Iraq’s 

capital for weeks... as Iraqi forces and their allies battle the militants in the north and west of the country. 

 

3/27/16   5:30pm 

Pilar: these firefighters are on standby with the snow and Blackhawk helicopters from the National Guard 

doing most of the work today. But that doesn't mean the job is over for these firefighters who came from all 

over Kansas and even out-of-state. --nats of dripping water-- Snow overnight was a welcome sight for those 

battling the fires in Barber County. Sunday that snow gave these firefighters a little bit of time to relax and 



 

 

catch their breath. They come from all over, from Cheyenne County, Celine County, Harrington and 

chaparral. There's even a firefighter from Iowa. Sot- we were in hutch for training Kody Wohler’s is from 

Council Bluffs. But he helps fight fires all across the country. Sit -- go out west to fight wildfires Even he is 

amazed at the number of people showing up to help with this fire. Sot -- cool so many people here, crew 

drove six hours overnight through snow to get here but the break and the chance to share stories is soon 

over. More hotspots need needed putting out. Pilar: meanwhile, over at the command center, they say while 

the snow helped fighting the fire it was still be several more days before it's out. And months before this 

community recovers. 

 

3/28/16   6am 

Officials in Pakistan have ordered three days of mourning after a suicide bomber blew himself up in a 

crowded park Easter Sunday. It happened while women... children... and their families were out celebrating 

Easter in one of Pakistan’s largest cities... More than 60 people were killed. 300 more were hurt. A Taliban 

group has since claimed responsibility initial reports say... they intentionally targeted Christians. 

 

3/29/16   6am 

The U-S Capitol Visitor center reopens this morning after some tense moments yesterday.  Capitol Police 

opened fire on Larry Dawson during a security screening. They say he pulled a gun at officers. Dawson, 

who remains hospitalized from injuries, faces assault charges. In October, Dawson was arrested in the 

chamber of the House of Representatives after an outburst claiming he was a 'prophet of god'. 

 

3/30/16   5am 

The Barton County Sheriff's office ... will release new information today about an assault investigation on a 

great bend high school bus. A source close to the investigation tells us the sheriff is expected to recommend 

a felony charge in the case. The investigation started when a member of the swim team reported that he had 

been assaulted on the bus while the team was on its way back to school from a meet in February. This was 

the second case reported by a member on the team ... another teen reported a similar incident to Ellsworth 

county officials that happened about a week after the first one. The Ellsworth county sheriff recommended 

misdemeanor charges in that case ... but the Ellsworth county attorney is still investigating. The Barton 

county sheriff will hold a news conference this morning at 10-30. Eyewitness news will be there. You can 

watch it live on our website k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

3/31/16   5am 

A jail corporal loses his job at the Sedgwick county jail... A female inmate is accusing him of improper 

sexual relations. Sheriff Jeff Easter says... the 45-year-old man is charged with two counts of unlawful 

sexual relations... and one count of attempted unlawful sexual relations. An inmate - who has since been 

released - told deputies the first incident occurred back in January. With more incidents happening since 

then. 

 

 

 

4/1/16   4:30am 

Wichita police are investigating two possible human trafficking cases Wednesday morning police took a 

fifteen- year- old girl into custody at a hotel on north Broadway.  Police suspect two men were selling her 

for sex. Later that day - there was another case involving a sixteen-year- old female run-away wichita 

police talked about the investigations during a police briefing... <sot verbatim: you have some people, 

including the juvenile, that's uncooperative at this time. But there's enough red flags that we're going to go 

ahead and investigate that. > Police say the number of human trafficking cases tripled in 20-15...most of 

those cases involve girls being sold for sex. 

 

4/2/16   9am 

Chicago police are investigating a Facebook live video...that shows a man getting shot. We want to warn 

you - this video is graphic. The live stream shows 31-year-old Brian Fields broadcasting with his cell phone 

Thursday afternoon. He's talking about a store behind him re-opening after a shooting. That's when 

someone starts firing, and Fields falls to the ground. People in the neighborhood say violence is so 

frequent, residents are numb to this disturbing footage. <"Youth are really desensitized to stuff like that. A 



 

 

lot of people posted that through Facebook, it went viral and kids were watching that and posting it and 

then right after that went and played video games or did whatever they wanted to do."> Fields is in critical 

condition at the hospital.  The cell phone video kept streaming after he was shot, and shows a gunman step 

into frame. Police are zooming in on that video to try to identify the shooter. 

 

4/3/16   5:30pm 

A man has serious injuries after a fight outside of a Wichita sports bar.  Wichita police were called out to 

bourbon street sports bar on south Seneca -- after a man says he was hit over the head with a beer bottle and 

knocked unconscious. No arrests have been made. 

 

4/4/16   4:30am 

A Texas police officer is hurt and a suspect is killed following a suspected burglary. Austin Police say a 

security guard saw a man burglarizing vehicles Saturday morning. When he approached the suspect ... 

Police say the man took off. After a brief chase, the security guard was able to catch the man but he 

managed to break free. Police arrived and that’s when they say the suspect pulled out a semi-automatic 

pistol and shot the officer. The officer fired back, killing the suspect. <sot verbatim: I mean as to our officer 

who was able to after being shot reacted so quickly, professionally and ended the threat before that 

innocent person or anybody else got hurt. > The officer remains in the hospital ... But is expected to be 

okay. The shooting is under investigation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY 

 

1/1/16   5pm 

Wichita police are investigating after a truck drives into a pond. Employees at the best western on west 

Kellogg say they noticed the truck in nearby pond this morning and called 9-1-1. Firefighters checked it out 

and no one was inside. Police are now working to track down the owner to find out how it ended up in the 

water. 

 

1/2/16   8am 

The victims in this case don't believe this was a random crime ... They estimate the damage in their home 

will cost tens of thousands of dollars to repair...but all they care about is getting their pets home safely. 

Bethany Freeman and Stephanie Urban found their back door open and window smashed when they arrived 

home. But the real damage was inside... They say their clothes were cut up, beer bottles shattered 

throughout the house, and their TV screen had been cut with a knife. Nothing was stolen besides their 

pets...which is why they believe this was a targeted attack. “I was devastated. I fell to the floor balling. This 

is everything we have and it's all destroyed. But all we care about is getting our babies back home.” 

Freeman and Urban have put up flyers around the city asking anyone with information to contact them. 

Hailey is a ten-year-old lab with a pink collar, and a scar on her front right leg. One of the guinea pigs is 

brown and the other is tan and white. 

 

1/3/16   10pm 

New at 10.... A special treat for one star wars fan in Wichita. The new movie is wildly popular - already 

raking in more than 1-point-4 billion dollars world-wide. You may have heard about the fan in Texas who 

got a private screening a few months ago as a dying wish. As Hannah Davis found out, the director also 

brought the premiere to a living room *not too far away* 

 

1/4/16   5am 

Family and friends of john Paul Quintero gathered for a candlelight vigil last night to honor him. Quintero 

was killed in an officer involved shooting in Wichita -- one year ago. Both the Sedgwick county district 

attorney and the f-b-i continue to investigate what happened the night Quintero was killed. On January 3rd, 

2015, police were called to a home for a domestic disturbance involving a knife. John Paul ended up 

getting into a confrontation with police, and one officer used a stun gun. Another officer shot him twice 

when police say it appeared he was reaching for his waistband. The vigil was also a time to remember 

others killed in officer involved shootings. The family's attorney, is demanding change, like more police 

department transparency, accountability, and body cameras. “When their hands are up and their back is to 

you... What's the delay in getting a camera that would be able to prove you have a justified shooting? It's 

hard you know, thinking about it, Christmas, New Years, his birthday, it all just piles up in one big old 

pain. I just want justice, that's all I want, that's all I’m looking for.” The f-b-i is investigating if any civil 

rights were violated in the shooting...the Sedgwick county d-a's office is investigating if the shooting was 

justified. The d-a tells us his team is working on the final assessment and close to wrapping up the case. In 

the last thirteen months, the da has filed rulings on five officer involved shootings. 

 

1/5/16   5am 

The k-b-i is investigating a Kansas county sheriff. A special prosecutor has been assigned to look into an 

incident involving barber county sheriff Justin Rugg. That special prosecutor, Jess Hoeme (HEY-mee)... 

won't say what happened... Only that the incident took place December 20th in barber county... He says the 

county attorney reached out to the k-b-i to investigate...  And avoid a conflict of interest. Hoeme (HEY-

mee) expects the investigation to wrap-up sometime this week... And he'll make any charges necessary... 

Rugg says he is still serving as sheriff, and he plans to remain on the job until he's otherwise notified. He 

says he cannot comment on the investigation. 

 

1/6/15   6am 

Good morning Jenn, Kansas ranks 6th on this list just released this month. It comes from a national moving 

van company that asked all of its customers... Where they were going... And for how long. According to the 

study more than half the customers in Kansas said they were leaving the state for good. While 6th place 

isn't good... At least Kansas isn't number one... like New Jersey where 67 percent of customers said they 



 

 

were moving. In Wichita we wanted to know what local leaders thoughts of the stats... and what they're 

doing to change them. The greater Wichita partnership says it's all about jobs... and they're promoting a 

new program to help business owners come here and succeed. The goal... create and keep jobs in Wichita... 

and keep people. “We also want to keep a close eye on things like public transportation. Making sure 

people have options to not drive their own car all the time. Ways to live in the downtown area and not have 

to rely on personal transportation as much.” This program will pick startup businesses in Wichita... And 

help them succeed here in the state. Now if you're wondering where everyone leaving is going... You may 

want to look west. Oregon clocked in at the number one spot for the state where most people are moving to. 

 

1/7/16   6am 

New this morning. The united geological survey is reporting three more earthquakes in Oklahoma... Bring 

the overnight total to 18. The strongest earthquake was a 4-point-eight magnitude felt around 10-30 last 

night. Hannah Davis has been tracking the tremors... she joins us from downtown Wichita. 

 

 

1/8/16   6am 

The health and wellness coalition of Wichita found that if just 5 percent of our food that we buy is local, 

nearly 55 million dollars would stay in our local economy. Wichita native and ict food circle creator, 

Michael Bowyer, wants to make sure that happens by taking the shopping experience right to our local 

farmers. He’s created a website called the ict food circle. It connects communities with local farmers 

through the use of Facebook, twitter, and the web. Bowyer says right now they have an online directory for 

all farmers within a 150 mile radius of Wichita. for example, if you're looking for eggs or grass fed beef, 

you can click on the link and see all the farmers around here that are offering those products. it helps 

everyone involved, .. Both you and the farmer. “And then the, of course, people eating it, the benefits that 

they get, help lives and the economic benefits,  the famers being more sustainable, expanding that capacity 

for that, allowing them to produce more.” Moving forward, bowyer says the want to put an actual market in 

downtown Wichita. They also have plans to create a mobile market to get food into communities that 

otherwise wouldn't see fresh local produce. You can find a link to bowyers' website this morning at our 

website, kwch dot com. 

 

1/9/16   8am 

Powerball sales in Kansas have already passed 1-point-4-million dollars since the last drawing Wednesday 

-- and places like quick trip are gearing up for an even busier day today. So many people are buying tickets 

for the record 800-million-dollar Powerball jackpot -- that it's likely we'll have one or more winners 

tomorrow.  But if that doesn't happen... The jackpot could soar -- to get this -- 1-billion-dollars. So we 

asked people what they would do with that kind of money. <sot verbatim: (Steven bailey/Texas) 46:45 

probably donate some, invest some. Not go crazy. (Jessica smith/ park city) 48:19 we have three kids and 

we just want to live the dream by winning the Powerball and be able to travel and do stuff with the kids 

instead of working every day Rachel and Susan Johnson/wichita) 45:18 I would share with my family... 

Hopefully she will because she's my mom.  (Jessica) 48:55 I purchased some on Wednesday -- no luck on 

that.  (Steven) 46:13 decided to buy one in every state coming back from Colorado 45:03 because it's 800 

million dollars. "The opportunity of a lifetime." You never know... someone’s gotta win." so far -- Kansas 

has had a total of 11 Powerball jackpot winners. The highest back in 2009 -- winning 96-million-dollars. If 

you'd like to *press your luck* -- you have until 9 o'clock tonight to pick up your ticket. 

 

1/10/16   5:30pm 

One-point-three billion dollars... That's the current jackpot *if you're the lucky winner of Wednesday’s 

Powerball... Nobody won the big prize last night... Setting up *another record drawing -- this week. 

 

1/11/16   5am 

The Thomas county sheriff... is making headlines again for something he did with an official car. Our news 

partners at the salina journal say Sheriff Rodney Taylor backed into a moving car in Colby... It's the fourth 

non-injury accident sheriff Taylor has been involved in since November 20-14... He's currently the subject 

of a recall petition, after he was accused of showing up to a crime scene smelling of alcohol - and cut the 

seat belt out of his squad car. 

 



 

 

1/12/16   Noon 

The Kansas City chiefs head to Foxborough to take on the New England patriots Saturday in the divisional 

round of the playoffs. Kickoff is at 3-35 our time. You can watch the game right here on k-w-c-h. We will 

have crews in Foxborough and Denver - where the Broncos play the Stealers on Sunday - also here on 

KWCH. Our coverage begins Thursday afternoon, Dani welniak and Deedee sun will cover the chiefs... 

Will Kunkel and Reggie Wilson will be in Denver to cover the Broncos. Watch for their live reports and 

follow them on twitter for updates and behind the scenes information. 

 

1/13/16   Noon 

It's a big night... That could end with a new *billionaire... the next Powerball drawing is tonight! The 

jackpot is at one-point-five billion dollars... You can get that paid out to you over 29 years or get a lump-

sum cash pay-out right now of 930-million-dollars. After federal taxes of 25 percent - and a state tax at 5 

percent - that puts 651 million dollars in your pockets. Lottery officials say - if ticket sales continue to 

exceed expectations, the jack-pot will get even bigger before tonight's drawing. We’ll give you the winning 

numbers tonight on eyewitness news at 10. We’ll also send you a push alert through our k-w-c-h app. 

 

1/14/16   5am 

Many people living near Woodlawn and k-254 are upset about a proposal to build an asphalt plant in the 

area. A planning committee voted Tuesday night *not to recommend approval of the plant. But that's only 

the first step in the process. The metropolitan area planning commission will meet later this month to talk 

about the issue. Then it goes Sedgwick county commissioners who have the final say. Kechi’s city 

administrator says he heard from frustrated people during Tuesday’s meeting - and will consider their 

concerns. “It would be nice to have additional jobs and an economical boost to the city but certainly not if 

it's going to be a problem for people who live in the immediate area and it’s going to adversely affect 

them.” if the plant is built it's estimated to bring in between 20 and 30 jobs. People against the plant say the 

noise and smell just aren't worth it.  

 

1/15/16   4:30am 

Thomas county has hired a private attorney to investigate the allegations...nothing has been released from 

that investigation. And the county attorney has approved a recall petition being circulated...it would need 

more than 1,500 valid signatures. The election would be held later this spring.  Taylor’s term is up at the 

end of this year. He says he does not plan to run for office again, but doesn't plan to step down early. 

 

1/16/16   8am 

Wal-Mart says it’s closing nearly 270 stores across the nation. The retailer says the stores shutting down 

are generally poor performers. Nine of these stores are in Kansas. That includes three in Wichita. This one 

at 13th and Oliver is one of those closing down. A quick trip across the street is also closing. Here are other 

locations around the state. Including Clearwater...Rose Hill, Ellsworth and Hillsboro. 

 

1/17/16   10pm 

Three vehicles stolen from an El Dorado neighborhood... all left unattended while they were warming up. 

El Dorado police say the thefts happened within an hour and a half of each other ... Something they're not 

used to seeing. Rachel Skytta spoke with one of the victims and police today. She's live with more on how 

you can protect your vehicle. 

 

1/18/16   6am 

One million cups is an idea that started in Kansas City... And is now across the country. I talked to 

organizers here about what the program is... And what they say it means for this city. One million cups is a 

weekly gathering... Where business owners, start-ups or anyone with an idea they want to "make happen" 

comes to meet and talk. Organizers say it's more than just networking... Similar to "ted talks" people will 

present their ideas to the audience... Followed by a question and answer section. It's basically an 

opportunity to share ideas and trouble shoot ideas for prospective business. Representatives for one million 

cups in Wichita say this is a huge win to get this program in the city... And they say it's greatly improved 

business life across the country and that's what they want to see here. <@00:50:32 we're going to be able 

see the people behind the businesses doing well, people who need help and more than anything the q and a 

format ends with the same questions "what can we do as a community to support your business?" that 



 

 

question alone has changed cities around the nation, around the US. @00:51:02> this program kicks off 

February 10th. The weekly meetings will be every Wednesday from 9 to 10 am. It’s open to the public and 

free at the Wichita state university old town location. 

 

1/19/16   4:30am 

A Mystery boom in south Wichita Saturday ... still has a lot of you asking what happened. A lot of you 

have told us.... the boom was so loud, you thought a car was crashing into your home. But Wichita police 

checked out the boom... and didn't find anything. We checked the U-S-G-S website... but no earthquakes 

happened at that time. We also called McConnell and the F-A-A to rule-out the possibility of a sonic boom. 

One theory we heard about is called a "Cryo-seismic boom"... that happens when temperatures rapidly drop 

and water in the ground freezes with no room to expand. We cannot confirm whether that's what happened 

Saturday. Hundreds of you commented on our Facebook post about the boom Saturday... Within an hour of 

us posting it. If you have an idea about what might have caused it, post it on our Facebook page. 

 

1/20/16   5am 

Some Wichitans are upset by what the mayor calls a "mistake." A homeowner says she didn't realize she 

was in a historic district until someone complained about her metal roof. The city issued her a roofing 

permit, but she says she never received a list of approved materials to use. <sot verbatim: 41:27 i didn't 

ever hear from them i didn't get any information and i certainly didn't know the process to go through. > 

Mayor Jeff Longwell says it was a mistake to issue that permit... But the city council voted that the roof 

does *not comply with historic preservation guidelines. Maxwell will have 60 days to find a solution with 

the historic preservation board. 

 

1/21/16   5am 

If you are going to carry a gun on a college campus in Kansas, we now know the rules you're going to have 

to follow THE law allowing guns on campus was passed in 2012 but the Kansas board of regents just 

adopted their official guideline policy yesterday it takes effect in July of next year. That’s when state law 

no longer allows universities to bar concealed weapons from buildings unless security measures are in 

place. This new policy prohibits the open carrying of guns on state university campuses. It also says that 

when guns are kept in cars or dorms...they must be secured. The policy also requires each university to 

come up with detailed plans on the safe storage of guns. 

 

1/22/16   6am 

Because of the snow and high winds - the national weather service has issued a blizzard warning for the d-c 

area - for later today - through Sunday morning. Here is a live look at what the roads look like right now. 

You can see - they are clear. But that won't be the case once the snow begins to fall. Some Wichita students 

and their chaperones are in d-c for the annual march for life. We spoke with father Dan Duling who is there 

with the students. He says they are getting excited about the possibility of a snowball fight on the national 

mall. Duling says the storm has his team re-thinking their weekend plans. “We're evaluating whether or not 

we should continue go o that march, but we're keeping in mind this is the reason why these kids have made 

this pilgrimage and spent 28 hours on the bus to get here.” Duling says.. They are keeping in touch with 

staff in Wichita and with the national weather service to figure out a way to get back home safely. If your 

child is among those in d-c - or if you have friends and family in the storm's path - you can track the storm 

with our free storm team 12 weather app. It has an "interactive radar" that shows you conditions anywhere 

in the country. 

 

1/23/16   8am 

The Red Cross says it's in desperate need of your donation. One look at this shelf and it shows you the 

demand... This is normally where the Red Cross keeps its blood supply. Since the beginning of the month 

more than 60 blood drives in a dozen states have been canceled because of bad weather. <sot verbatim: we 

are currently in critical appeal for blood so we are urging everyone in Wichita to find a blood drive close to 

them. The Red Cross is partnering with waste connections and the Wichita thunder for a blood drive today. 

The first two hundred donors get in free to tomorrow night’s thunder game. 

 

1/24/16   10pm 



 

 

Jade, the source of this weekend's "mystery boom"... Much easier to figure out.  We now know it's not from 

an earthquake... And it’s not a sonic boom...  We did happen to find the source of an explosion and a 

boom... Apparently, caused by five pounds of tannerite. The source of this weekend's "mystery boom"... 

Much easier to figure out.  We now know it's not from an earthquake...  And it’s not a sonic boom...  We 

did happen to find the source of an explosion and a boom... Apparently, caused by five pounds of tannerite. 

9) ** alls i heard was one solid, 'boom'. 1) 17:14:28 i was putting up some shelves and then all of a sudden 

i heard this big loud boom, and it actually felt like a jarr. 17:14:25 the second weekend in a row, people in 

south Wichita, hear and feel... A mysterious "boom."  But this time, someone has answers.  

1) It’s just tannerite 17:27:12 Travis Ferris and friends... Shared these videos of them shooting tannerite 

Saturday. ((NATS - BOOM!)) 3) Yeah you can feel the shock wave. Depends on how much you mix 

together. + All it is is ammonium nitrate and aluminum power essentially. And when you mix the two 

together and shoot it with a high powered rifle, it explodes. 17:49:58 people who live nearest to the private 

field, were close enough to see the smoke.  2) It rattled the house 17:25:17//1) I actually was just trying to 

take a nap, sleep on the couch, and there was a very big loud boom. I looked out the back door and there 

was a puff of smoke. 17:25:07 we mapped out your comments on our Facebook page... and it seems like 

people within about three miles of the explosion, heard or felt the boom. One person driving, said thought 

he blew a tire. Others say, the boom knocked things off the wall.  The explosion, is enough to make a hole 

in the ground... but how far the shockwaves seem to carry, *does surprise the people shooting the tannerite. 

// It don't really make your clothes move, so it couldn't shake a car. 17:48:55 + 5) you shoot it off and it 

makes a boom and a little shockwave, I know they say it rattled their houses but I don't know what to tell 

them. 17:48;18 + 4) 

 

1/25/16   6am 

It’s a fourth super bowl for Peyton Manning... As Denver fans get ready to head west. The Carolina 

panthers will take on the broncos in San Francisco in less than two weeks right here on kwch! While this is 

definitely chief's territory...there are many bronco's fans in our midst. If you want to travel to the historic 

Superbowl 50 - Hannah Davis is here to help you plan. And if you're looking for more reasons to go to the 

game - there are some Kansas ties. 

 

1/26/16   6am 

Jenn... I'm standing in front of the reason experts say Wichita is quote "hot bed" for human trafficking... 

Our location and interstates make this the perfect place to pick up victims... And move them across the 

country. And the victims they're targeting... The average age 12 to 14 years old. It’s a big problem... And 

wichita is working on big solutions. January is human trafficking awareness month... And we went to talk 

to the men and women who say they're dedicating their lives to fixing and preventing this problem. Ict sos 

recently hosted a tattoo removal and cover-up event for human trafficking victims... Who are often branded 

by their abusers. Ict-sos says the number of victims keeps going up every year in Wichita... In part because 

of reporting... But their goal is to work with police to bring those numbers down. 

<@03:27:17 we've seen the number of cases climb the last few years and there are some good reasons for 

that. We're getting better and better at id ing victims. And the hospital setting as well. But as we see those 

numbers climb we know more and more people are getting help and that's a good thing.> advocates say the 

biggest weapon against this crime.... Is conversation... Still people don't want to believe children are being 

targeted here...and moved through the interstates behind me every day. 

 

1/27/16   5am 

Wichita state is looking to put an end to complaints... About lack of parking on campus. We first brought 

you this story yesterday. The school says... it asked the "Kansas Board of Regents" to approve a plan for a 

new parking garage on campus. The parking garage would replace the parking lot next to the "Rhatigan 

Student Center." Right now ... That lot has about 200 parking spots. The proposed parking garage would 

double that number...and students say they love that plan. <sot verbatim: 40:01 I love the idea. I think they 

should have done that a long time ago. 40:04-MEGAN // 38:16 it would encourage more students to buy 

parking passes. 38:18 it will also save students time. 38:21-SAMUEL NAVA > Officials say... the parking 

garage would likely be the first of several on campus.  If approved, the school hopes to have the garage 

finished by the end of 20-17 or early 20-18. 

 

1/28/16   4:30am 



 

 

A Wichita business hopes you can identify this vehicle and the person getting out of it. Since October the 

business has been hit more than a dozen times by thieves. The owner says thieves have taken car 

parts...equipment and even drilled holes in the gas tanks of his work trucks to steal gas. Emily griffin talked 

to him about what's he's doing to keep it from happening again. 

 

1/29/16   5am 

After a number of community meetings and safety walks... members of the Fairmount neighborhood meet 

again to talk about ways to make the area safer. Officers with w-p-d gave a community safety update about 

what crime is* actually happening... versus what people *believe is happening in their neighborhood. The 

Fairmount neighborhood association and officials with Wichita state share a 250-thousand dollar 

grant....aimed at facilitating community discussion and ways they can make the area safer. People who live 

there say they think it's already working. “The wheels are beginning to turn and the community is 

beginning to come together.” “I'm optimistic, I am optimistic. I think things are going to get better.” this 

big push for safety and security around Fairmount park started more than a year ago after a woman was 

raped and set on fire in the park. Since then, lighting has been a big concern. Community leaders say the 

city and Westar have already helped improve lighting in some parts of the neighborhood. 

 

1/30/16   8am 

Construction is nearly complete--and soon nine agencies will join a multi-million dollar effort to help 

abused children in Sedgwick County. We got a look inside the new child advocacy center. The center's 

director Diana Schunn says they now have the money they need...about seven million dollars...to renovate 

the old Lincoln elementary school. Police, social workers, prosecutors, even medical staff for sexual assault 

exams...will be under one roof.  “The entire purpose of this building is to become more effective helping 

children when they have experienced abuse.” every year...the c-a-c helps about two thousand children. 

Schunn says sex abuse accounts for about 70 percent of cases. 

 

1/31/16   10pm 

The first mystery boom from two weeks ago is still unsolved... But the people shooting tannerite tell me, 

they *don’t think it was caused by shooting exploding targets, because of how widespread that boom was 

heard. 

 

2/1/16   5am 

The first mystery boom from two weeks ago is still unsolved... but the people shooting tannerite tell me, 

they *don’t think it was caused by shooting exploding targets, because of how widespread that boom was 

heard. 

 

2/2/16   6am 

Good morning Jenn. For the first time ever... The humane society says it saved more than 10 thousand 

animals last year. It's a new record... And a trend the people here say they want to continue. Let’s take a 

look at the numbers. In 2015 83 percent of the animals that came here were adopted or placed in new 

homes.... That's up from 79 percent the year before. KHS also says its euthanasia rate was down in 2015... 

They say they put down nearly 500 few animals. The humane society says more and more dogs are being 

placed in homes... In part due to a new program that helps dogs that are scared or stressed out in the shelter. 

It's called "canine courage" and the humane society calls it a game changer.. <05:19 with the increased 

donations, there's some things that we really want to implement. Our kennel staff cleaned 85,000 kennels 

last year, that's a lot of kennels, so they could use some help as well as some tools to help with the 

cleaning.> i want you to take a look at these changes on paper... This graph shows the save rate her at KHS 

from 2003 to last year. In 2003 KHS saved just 23 percent of the animals that came in... That means just 1 

in four left alive.  Today that number is drastically different. Will 83 percent going to homes... And the 

humane society says they want to see this line keep going up. 

 

 

2/3/16   5am 

It was sink or float... For some north high students. The students participated in the annual "card-board 

regatta." Students built boats out of card-board and duct tape. Then... they raced them. The students rode in 

the boats and used paddles to move across the school's pool. <sot verbatim: 5.57.02 students learn about 



 

 

fluid and how much pressure they can put in the boat based on the size of the boat. They do calculations 

based on their weight to figure out how big they need to make the boat for them to float in it. > The 

students are part of the physics classes at north high school. 

 

2/4/16   6am 

Crews got the call around 330 in the morning. When they arrived three people were standing outside the 

home. One person, a 19-year-old woman went to the hospital for smoke inhalation. Crew say the family 

will not be able to stay at the house, the Red Cross is assisting. Crews faced several challenges fighting this 

fire. First, some of the fire trucks couldn't get here because of trains blocking roadways. Second, the house 

was under remodel and the construction made it difficult for them to get inside and fight the fire. Third, the 

bitter cold. Firefighters believe the fire started outside the home and caught the building on fire. We're 

focusing the investigation on the rear. They had some portable generators out back. Gasoline powered 

portable generators. 

 

2/5/16   4:30am 

This morning, you won't be able to stop by a northeast Quik trip... because it has officially closed its doors. 

Declining sales and a newer Quik trip a few blocks away prompted the company to shut down this location 

at 13th and Oliver. It’s the second business in less than a month to close in the neighborhood. The Walmart 

just across the street closed last week. And the closings have neighbors worried about what's next. <For 

people that don't have cars or that walk up here, I think it's gonna be pretty bad butted to there's no place to 

go, we're just stuck > the neighborhood association and city councilwoman Lavonta Williams say they're 

looking for new tenants to take both empty storefronts 

 

2/6/16   9am 

A Wichita teen who was told she needed to wear spanx while trying-on a dress at a local department store... 

Is getting the chance to model. Lexi Harris' story went viral last month after she was told she needed to 

wear a "body shaper"... while trying on a dress at a Wichita Dillard’s. Now Lexi is one of the models for 

"prom girl's real girl campaign." The magazine has girls of all shapes, sizes and backgrounds model for it. 

Lexi and her mom flew to New York City for the photo shoot. Her Mom wrote on her Facebook page... 

they were honored Lexi was included. 

      

2/7/16   10pm 

Cutting down crime in your neighborhood. Communicating with you.  And... Addressing the use of force. 

Three key initiatives.... New Wichita police chief... Gordon Ramsay wants to focus on. Rachel Skytta 

explains what the chief... noticed about our community... in his first week on the job. 

 

2/8/16   6am 

Good morning - a wind and fire danger advisory is on the way... But you can already see the gusts this 

morning. Mark says they'll only get worse... And the national weather service says so will the risk of grass 

fires getting out of control. Monday’s fire watch is set to start at noon and run through seven tonight... At 

the same time a wind advisory for much of the state. This comes after winds whipped up grass fires in Rice 

County Sunday. Because of the gusts... And the dry conditions fires like this can quickly spread and get out 

of control. In Sunday’s case... The fire quickly approached homes and buildings. <Ryan Sutton: it's just 

about on us. It's out on the other side of the road for now. Ryan Sutton: I was going to watch the super 

bowl. But instead we've been hosing the place down. We've got valuables loaded in the vehicles and aiming 

that way. Here is a look at all the counties under the fire danger warning in Kansas this morning. Rice-

Reno-Harvey-butler-Kingman-Sedgwick-harper-Sumner- and Cowley- all under that warning today. Crews 

are asking people to avoid controlled burns... And be careful of *any* activity that could start a fire... One 

example throwing out cigarette butts. Because they say if this grass were to catch on fire... It could get out 

of control in matter of minutes. 

 

2/9/16   5am 

It’s one of the larger parks in Wichita and bicyclists are hoping it can be shared. Bikes are currently banned 

at Pawnee Prairie Park. The park allows horseback riding and some are concerned that allowing bikes will 

scare the horses. Those on horseback say this is the only place they have to go in the city whereas bicyclists 

have other places. Both sides came together to voice their concerns and try to find a compromise. <sot 



 

 

verbatim: 15:07 if you look at central park in New York City, you look at parks in Colorado they're able to 

coincide with horseback riders, with bicyclists with hikers, we want the most amount of people that can 

utilize this park. 15:19 > the park board is looking at a long term study of its options before it makes any 

decision. 

 

2/10/16   5am 

Soon, you'll be able to skip the wait time at the Sedgwick county tag office.... And reserve your spot in line 

before ever leaving the house. A program called "q-less" will let you get in line virtually using your cell 

phone or iPad. It’s the same system used by the d-m-v. It’s been so convenient for users there, Sedgwick 

County worked out the costs to get a system of its own. Once it's up and running, the system will be 

available at all four tag offices in the area... and, you can see the wait times at each place on the county's 

website. You have to pick just one - you can't get in line at all four. County employees are training on the 

new system this week, and the equipment will be installed next week. Officials hope the system will up and 

running a few days after that. You'll be able to save a spot for ADA... Renewals... Or titles. If you don't 

have a phone, you can still go down to the office... And take a ticket to reserve your spot that way. 

 

2/11/16   5am 

An air force re-fueling jet based out of McConnell... Is credited with saving the life of a fighter pilot. a 

statement from the air force says.... the "k-c one-35"... helped keep an f-16 in the air over part of i-sis 

controlled territory... after a technical glitch prevented the fighter pilot from accessing fuel inside the plane. 

Both the tanker and the jet... Were in the air conducting missions against Isis. 

 

2/12/16   5:30am 

Many people are signing this petition started by a woman who lives in great bend. According to the 

petition, more than 150 people have signed asking the district to ban the accused boys from an upcoming 

state championship meet. The woman claims two of the boys have already been taken off the list but two 

remain. The district hasn't said anything to us regarding punishment for any of the accused. The petition 

says this isn't the first case of sexual assault...we know the Ellsworth county sheriff says eight people may 

be involved. And people are upset... *read a few posts* the mother of the boy says the incident has strongly 

affected her son. <24:04 my son has been afraid to go back to school. We have him in counseling. He's 

been crying all the time. He's scared. He goes to work with me. He's humiliated. 4:55:08 you know he 

looked up to these kids. These were kids that he looked up to. > Again, we haven't heard from the district 

regarding any punishment. 

 

2/13/16   8am 

Factfinder 12 is still asking questions about this case. Like what charges could those involved face? Were 

parents at the school told about what happened? Were faculty and staff? Many of you have reached out to 

us, asking factfinder 12 to keep asking questions about what happened. We'll be sure to tell you what 

school officials tell us. Look for those updates here on-air. And by downloading our free k-w-c-h app. 

 

2/15/16   5am 

Saturday’s 5-point-1 quake in Oklahoma could be felt all the way to Kansas City -- and many described it 

as the biggest one they've ever felt here. Rod Trowbridge lives in Haysville and he says the quake caused 

his chimney to crack on two places. We spoke with a few architects and a design engineer, who say the 

strength of the quake, wasn't big enough to cause serious damage...and most of the cracks in homes are just 

cosmetic. <sot verbatim: there's enough flexibility in the systems that we're not going to see a lot of it.. 

You're going to have to see a higher number on the earthquake to see major damage for us here, or it's 

going to have to hit a lot closer to home.  > Trowbridge says, his biggest concern is another, much bigger 

quake happening and his grandchildren getting hurt. As far as insurance coverage for homeowners... fact 

finder 12 found out... most insurers do not cover earthquake damage... it's a separate policy or option that 

you'll have to buy. 

 

2/16/16   Noon 

The McPherson police department is teaming up with the McPherson sheriff's department to help curb 

fraud for internet buyers and sellers. Both departments have created safe space commerce zones. The police 

department says, as buy and sell trade sites increase in popularity, it wanted to provide increased security 



 

 

for face-to-face transactions among citizens. Police are warning citizens, there has been an increase in the 

number of scams occurring nationally. The commerce zone is in the shared parking lot for the McPherson 

Joint Law Enforcement Center. There are two designated places for the transactions, which is monitored by 

video 24/7. 

 

2/17/16   5am 

If you're driving south - good news. Your k-tag will soon work in one more state. The Kansas turnpike 

authority now has an agreement with Texas, in addition to its agreement with Oklahoma... That means your 

k-tag will work through both states. The change could go into effect by the early part of 2017. 

 

2/18/16   6am 

This kind of weather will have many of you outside today... Enjoying temperatures nearing 80 in February. 

But there is a danger... Take a look at this grass... It's dry... Because of the winter... And fire officials say it 

takes very little for this to catch fire and spread. Conditions were similar yesterday... And we saw grass 

fires across the state. Several popped up... Like this one in Wichita at i-235 and Broadway. 

These grass fires can quickly turn destructive. Across the state in Ark city... Grass fires destroyed three 

trailers, three out buildings and two cars. Nobody was hurt. In these conditions it doesn't take much to start 

these fires... Yesterday a spark from a passing train started a grass fire in west Wichita. So what can you 

do? We talked to a lawn and soil expert about watering in these conditions. <The areas you need to me 

most concerned about are protected areas. Areas up against @02:13:26 a building or under overhangs. Also 

newly planted greens, shrubs, evergreens and grasses. @02:13:36> there is also a good side to this weather. 

It’s what everyone is talking about. You'll see a lot of people in Wichita’s parks this week... Especially 

today... The warmest of the week. Restaurant owners say the good weather puts people in good moods... 

Which is good for business especially the patios. You know we talk about bad weather so often... Today's 

forecast is so nice we think it deserves a story of its own. We do want to hear from you... How will you 

enjoy the day? If you're a business owner... What does this mean for your bottom line? Hop on your 

phone... Tweet us... Facebook us... And we may just have to come by and visit. 

 

2/19/16   6am 

The principal of this school...Mayberry middle school in Wichita sent a message to parents last night 

regarding the incident. It says there's a Mayberry teacher who is the subject of a law enforcement matter 

and has been arrested. We’ve learned that teacher is Mayberry physical education teacher Terry Couch. The 

Wichita school district confirms couch was arrested on two counts of aggravated indecent liberties with a 

child. He's in jail this morning with a 75-thousand dollar bond. The district says couch is on administrative 

leave pending the outcome of the law enforcement investigation. That is protocol with these kinds of 

situations. The Mayberry principal Eric Holdeman sent the message to parents Thursday evening regarding 

the incident. Here's a look at part of that message. It says... Quote: While I can't share more information 

because it is a personnel issue, be assured that we are doing what we can with the safety of our students in 

mind. The teacher will not be returning to Mayberry. The principal also says the district is cooperating fully 

with law enforcement. We'll continue to ask questions regarding the allegations against couch and his 

employment. 

 

2/20/16   6pm 

It looks like an older two story home.  It’s been non-stop for crews who are out here. One second it looks 

like this fire is under control and then you see flames shoot out of the roof. When i first got on scene, i 

heard a buzzing noise coming from the house. As i got closer i noticed it was a power line that was 

connected to the house that was on fire. We know Westar was able to shut off the power to this house. I 

spoke with a valley center police officer and he says a woman and her husband who live in the home both 

made it out <sot verbatim:  I’m thinking you know this is definitely a dangerous situation to anybody 

around here, and anybody around here needs to get out, and there were people stopping in the street, just 

watching, and I’m like you have to get out of here. I mean a propane tank could be on fire. This place 

blows, you're all gone... > there's not been any time for the fire chief to come speak with us, but we stay out 

here to find out what happened... And once we do, we will be sure to bring that information to you. 

 

2/21/16   5:30pm 



 

 

Hundreds of men and women boarded buses in downtown Wichita this morning. They are part of the army 

reserves... and they're being deployed to countries across the Middle East and Africa. It's a sacrifice they 

say they're honored to make... But as Hannah Davis shows us... The soldiers aren't the only ones paying a 

price for our country. 

 

2/22/16   5am 

A Reno county baseball player finds out the pain in his hip wasn't because he spent so much time behind 

the plate as a catcher. It turned out to be cancer. I took a look at his story and how some new technology 

helped him become bionic. It’s a story you'll only see on eyewitness news 

 

2/23/16   5:30am 

Good morning. The device that patients and nurses say is making trips to the hospital less painful. It's 

called the j-tip... It's needless and numbs the skin before an immunization or blood draw. We talked to 

nurses... Pediatric patients and parents about how the j-tip is changing their experience. Tiahna Hernandez 

is a 17 year old cancer patient... She calls herself a "frequent flier" at the hospital... She says before blood 

draws... And shots were some of the most painful part of her day. Now with the j-tip she says the procedure 

is pain free... A huge improvement to the quality of her life. <1.48 "The J tip they put it on your skin and it 

just pressurizes your skin. It's a loud sound, a loud booming sound kind of. It just numbs the whole area 

they're about to poke. They poke me and I don't feel anything. It doesn't poke you, it just pressurizes 

everything and numbs everything." 2.16> so here is a further look at this device... the j-tip uses pressure to 

insert lidocaine... or a local numbing agent under the skin. Then there is a second device that uses 

technology to find the vein before the syringe goes in... That way there aren't several sticks before they find 

their vain. As for Tiahna... She says before it would take 6 or 7 tries... Now it's usually one. 

      

2/24/16   5am 

The police response to a 9-1-1 call will make you Kansas proud.... Wichita officer Chris Robinson and his 

partner responded to a call for help... And found a man in a home with bare cupboards and an empty 

refrigerator. He had no money to get food and hadn't eaten for three days. So they decided to help - Buying 

him food with their own money. They bought him groceries three times, then worked to set him up with a 

food program at the first metropolitan church... So he'll get weekly deliveries of free food. <10:10:19 you're 

helping somebody to live. You can always catch somebody who robbed a store or maybe vandalized 

something. But you're helping a guy who's having trouble living and it feels good.   10:32> the officers say 

being able to help out people out like this is one of the best parts of their job. 

 

2/25/16   5:30am 

A factfinder 12 alert for you this morning. Doctors across the country including here in Kansas are seeing 

more cases of what they call "super lice." the lice is resistant to traditional treatments. Hannah Davis joins 

now with what you can do to protect your family. 

 

2/26/16   6am 

Scott... Amanda.... It was here... At excel industries the Harvey county sheriff's office says.... 38-year old 

Cedric ford opened fire... Killing 3 people. Ford was also shot and killed by the first responding officer. 15 

others were shot and taken to hospitals in Wichita and newton. Right now... The Harvey county sheriff t. 

Walton says... Law enforcement knows about something that may have triggered the mass shooting... But 

they are not ready to release that information. He did say... This is not an act of terrorism. We talked to 

employees at excel industries who were there when the shooting happened. Hannah Davis continues our 

team coverage with what they had to say. 

 

2/27/16   8am 

But first, we want to show you a clip that thousands of you shared on our Facebook page. It happened 

during our coverage Thursday night. Our own Michael Schwanke was interviewing a woman whose 

husband works inside excel. You can share it with your friends too - take a listen. 

 

2/28/16   5:30pm 

People are starting to find their seats - there is enough room here for a few thousand people. And it's 

expected to be full. The entire excel staff was invited - that company alone employs a thousand people. But 



 

 

i want to direct you attention the candles up front. The 14 gold candles represent the 14 people who were 

injured in the shooting. The four white candles are for the four people who died. And that includes the man 

responsible for all this pain. 

 

2/29/16   6am 

Hesston wakes up this morning... Preparing to start its first full week after a mass shooting shattered the 

peaceful reality of this town. Excel industries is still closed... A crime scene where 4 people lost their lives. 

On Sunday hundreds of people gathered for a prayer vigil in Hesston high school. Candles were lit for each 

life lost... Including the man who police say is responsible.... The shooter Cedric ford had a candle too. This 

largely Mennonite community says it's important to choose peace and love in these difficult times. And to 

turn to faith when life seems impossible to understand. <"Where was God? His was the body who fell dead 

to the floor. God was here in Hesston." "God is here this very hour, in every tear, in every lump in the 

throat. God is here."> 

 

3/1/16   5am 

Today people who work in human resources and payroll at excel are meeting to make sure employees get 

paid at the end of the week. An employee meeting is being held at the meridian center in newton today. 

First shift employees will meet at one p-m. Office employees at two-30. And second shift employees at 

four. Employees got to collect their things yesterday. They had to give their names to a member of 

management... who then went inside the plant to try and find their belongings. We spoke to one worker... 

who like many... HAS mixed feelings about being back at the plant. <sot verbatim: It's going to be very 

difficult to step foot into where this incident happened. 18:16 Almost feel like I'm in their steps…it's going 

to be very odd. 18:21  > that employee tells us... he appreciates everything the company is doing for its 

employees right now. He says with no indication of when the doors will re-open...he is focused on staying 

distracted. 

 

3/2/16   5am 

Excel employees met five days after a mass shooting at the plant in Hesston.  Excel held meetings in 

Newton for all of its employees. Employees tell us... they're hoping to head back to work next week. In the 

meantime... the company is paying them as if they were still working, and maintaining their benefits. 

Employees say... Excel is trying to get things back to normal ... And taking care of them during this time. 

<sot verbatim: 39:59 it's nice to be part of something because I never had a job that treated you like you're 

one of them, no matter if you were there or not > Counseling is still being offered for Excel employees -- 

but the location has changed. Sessions will now be held from nine to five at the "Whitestone Mennonite 

Church" in Hesston, and the "Salem United Methodist Church" in Newton. 

 

3/3/16   4:30am 

We get a lot of requests to try hair products for does it work. This hair tool promises to stand out from the 

rest. It’s a heated brush... That claims to do more than just glide through your hair. Melissa Scheffler tested 

it out for does it work. 

 

3/4/16   4:30am 

< How’s your husband doing because you were able to talk to him? Yeah he said somebody next to him got 

shot...you can come in here... > That was one of the happier moments from last Thursday. It's been just 

over a week since Brian Sadowsky, Renee Benjamin and Josh Higbee were killed inside excel industries in 

Hesston.. 14 people also were hurt. The gunman was killed by Hesston police Chief Doug Schroeder. 

 

3/5/16   9am 

Donald trump just finished speaking to a huge crowd here in Wichita. We have multiple crews out this 

morning bringing you the coverage of today's rallies and caucuses. Deedee Sun is joins us live with what 

you need to know about today's historic events. 

 

3/6/16   5:30pm 

Police in maize say... A woman reported missing yesterday has been found. We're told Kathryn Partida has 

since made contact with her family. And is safe. 

 



 

 

3/7/16   5am 

Broncos quarterback and future Hall-of-Famer Peyton manning is retiring... the two-time super bowl 

winner walks away a champion after winning super bowl 50... Manning is expected to announce his 

retirement today at noon. After 18 years in the national football league and two super bowl titles... the five 

time league m-v-p has decided to step away from the game. Manning will retire as the NFL's all-time leader 

in passing touchdowns (539), passing yards (71,940) and quarterback wins, which ties Brett Favre. 

 

3/8/16   4:30am 

The Great Bend school board will hold its monthly meeting today. The school board usually meets on the 

second Monday of each month, but because of spring break ... The meeting was re-scheduled. We hope to 

hear from school board members about what's being done after two reports of assault on a school bus used 

by the swim team. One of those is being investigated by the Barton County Sheriff's Office, the other has 

been turned-over to the Ellsworth County Attorney. Eyewitness news will have a crew at that meeting, look 

for updates on air and online. 

 

3/9/16   5:30am 

For the first time since these plans were revealed...students will return to school this morning from 

Hutchinson high school. Police say to students here plotted to kill students and faculty and build pipe 

bombs. Officer say those plans could've become a reality... If it weren't for these (holds up phone.) on 

Tuesday police arrested two students at Hutchinson high school... 15 year old Carson Cabral and 14 year 

old Ayton Alex Marroquin. police say this time... they found detailed plans to kill students and staff at the 

school... even parts to build pipe bombs for the attack... down to surveillance logs of staff members police 

say were to be the first targets. On Marroquin’s profile we found he had a surveillance still from the 

columbine attacks as his cover photo...  in the comments... someone writes: people last year got in a lot of 

trouble at our school... started with this... Marroquin wrote back... well, i could get away with having it as 

my background if **** would stop giving out dates.  That’s really going to get us arrested beside all else. 

Police have not said if this is how they discover the plot but they do say one student was brave enough to 

speak up. Heitschmidt: these plans, along with handwritten instructions on the construction of a pipe bomb 

were obtained by investigators from these two students. One of the students arrested is brothers with 

another student Hutchinson high school who was arrested last year for similar threats to attack the school. 

This morning both students in this case are in custody at the juvenile detention center. Police say they 

released the juvenile’s names because of the severity of the crime. 

 

3/10/16   6am 

Excel is back open for business. It's been two weeks to the day since a gunman opened fire inside excel 

industries in Hesston Kansas. In all 14 people were hurt and four lost their lives. Hannah Davis joins us 

from excel to show us how the event has changed the people of Hesston and excel. 

 

3/11/16   6am 

Jenn, there are 17 African elephants on the Boeing 747 that landed in Dallas overnight. The Dallas zoo will 

keep five of them. Omaha's Henry Doorly zoo and Sedgwick county zoo will each get six. The elephants 

were removed from Africa after Swaziland declared a State of Emergency due to widespread drought. 

Swaziland's conservation management plan called for the removal of 18 elephants to help ease 

overpopulation of elephants and increase resources for critically endangered black rhinos. The urgency of 

the situation increased after one of those 18 elephants died in December while awaiting transportation of 

the United States.  The habitat here the Sedgwick County Zoo will be called The Elephants of the Zambezi 

River Valley. It will be the third largest elephant exhibit in the country made up of 5 acres of sprawling 

outdoors space, plus indoor facility and world's largest elephant pool at 550,000 gallons. The zoo says the 

habitat was specifically designed to ensure the physical, mental, and social well-being of the elephants. The 

elephants of the Zambezi river valley exhibit here at the zoo is scheduled to open on Memorial Day 

weekend. The zoo raised more than ten million dollars to build it. The veterinarians on the flight with the 

elephants says the animals have been eating, drinking, and some of them sleeping. We don't know when the 

elephants will arrive in Wichita. We'll keep track of the plane they're on throughout the morning. Right 

now it's still in Dallas. We'll let you know when it takes off again. 

 

3/12/16   8am 



 

 

The Sedgwick county zoo's new elephants are here in Wichita... By way of Dallas and Africa... The six 

pachyderms had a long trip to get there - spending hours in the air. But now that they're at their new home 

in the sunflower state, people around town are excited. The animals arrived at the Wichita Dwight D. 

Eisenhower National Airport Friday afternoon.  Zoo staff say the animals first have to get used to where 

they're living, so they know where to find all the doors, water and food. Then, they have to get used to all 

the new zookeepers. After that, they'll be able to go outside. We talked to zoo staff who were overwhelmed 

by emotions. They say this move saved these six elephant's lives. <SOT VERBATIM: Ryan Gulker it’s 

been a long trying time to get them here, and I am confident in saying that if we did not move these animals 

here, they would not be alive.  > The six elephants brought to Wichita include five females and one male. 

 

 

3/13/16   10pm 

New at 10... The Wichita city council is set to cut the number of *free airport parking passes from more 

than a hundred --- to less than 30. Only the members of the city council - who also serve on the airport 

advisory board - would get regular access to the free passes. This -- according to a plan on the council’s 

Tuesday agenda. The city manager's office would also get no more than 20 passes, given to staff when 

needed. Current policy gave passes to local businesses - like Wichita state and spirit - and members of the 

Kansas delegation to congress. 

 

3/14/16   4:30am 

Gregg Marshall and the shockers talked to media after the announcement. There were some mixed 

emotions from the players about heading to Dayton, Ohio... But, overall they say they're confident heading 

into the match-up. Senior Fred Vanvleet says they're just ready to play again, after a loss in St. Louis. He 

said the team really didn't care who or where they were playing in the tournament, they just wanted to be 

in. coach Gregg Marshall said there really wasn't much of a reaction from the team when they were 

selected... Everyone is just happy to be in. <sot verbatim:  15:51"I thought we were a little under seeded. 11 

seed I thought we'd be a 10 or 8 or 9 that was my guess 24:42 at this point we're not going to change the 

way we play. 24:44 we're just going to see if we can get better performances. 24:47 > Marshall also talked 

about the seniors on the team... saying their next loss will be the last one of their college careers... and he 

hopes they can prolong that as much as possible. 

 

3/15/16   5:30am 

The statewide tornado drill will happen at six thirty today and it is a great opportunity to go over your 

safety plan with your family.  One important thing to remember is you can't rely on outdoor sirens to warn 

you of an approaching tornado. Sirens are meant to be an outside warning tool only, but even then have 

limited range, and they are not effective of reaching people inside a home, business, school or church. That 

is why you need to have multiple ways to get warnings and information for your area. You can always turn 

on the TV or the radio.... You can download our storm team 12 app and warnings will pop up on your 

screen another great tool is a NOAA weather radio... ...sirens and social media is also a great way to stay 

informed but you have to be careful because timelines like Facebook may not always be timely.  It would 

be my suggestion that you have at least two or three of these ready during severe weather season. Stay 

tuned throughout the week for more tips on how to be prepared for severe weather season. 

 

 

 

3/16/16   4:30am 

A rail line near Cimarron is back open this morning eyewitness news was there to see the train roll into 

Dodge City. But this train...didn't have any passengers when it arrived...and no one boarded it at the station 

a greeter at the station says that's because people were told train service wouldn't resume until later today. 

<"I've been doing this opening the Amtrak station for the night train for five and a half years, and this is the 

33rd time that nobody got on or off the train that I've worked."> Investigators say they found tire tracks 

leading up to an area of damaged tracks. Those tire marks match an agricultural truck belonging to 

Cimarron crossings feeder. Investigators believe, the truck may have hit the rail shifting it about a foot. 

Some investigators will remain on scene through this week. It could take up to a year before the final report 

is released. 

 



 

 

3/17/16   5:30am 

Between KU... Wichita state... And of course St. Patrick's Day. It's going to be a busy... Busy... Day at local 

bars and restaurants. They say they're ready... And so are fans. Fans from the state of Kansas are spread out 

across the country. Jayhawks in Des Moines... And Wichita state fans even further away in providence 

Rhode Island. Most of the shocker fans say they've never been to providence... Some call it a "mini Boston" 

a smaller city with a big city feel. And how do all the locals feel about thousands of rabid basketball fans 

taking over their town...?  We asked. <SOT Nancy & Ron Shockers are a good team. Good defense this 

year - road trips ehhhh  for both teams. It’s a little rough. 'Is that what you're going to be watching out for?' 

yeah. > It will be just as... Or even crazier here in Wichita... And of course in Lawrence today. One thing is 

for sure... Fans from Kansas want to see their team continue to dance. 

 

 

3/18/16   6am 

Both Shockers and Jayhawks fans are fiercely loyal to their teams... But that doesn't always translate to 

filling out a bracket. Fans - for the most part - are realistic - even if that means keeping their team out of the 

top spot. Devon Fasbinder found out what those brackets look like. 

 

3/19/16   8am 

In: the players really weren't surprised bill self was coach of the year...saying it's well deserved. The 

number one seed team also has the number one coach this year... "He deserved it, i mean when i think of 

coach of the year i think people think you team is that good and you guys performed well." "Not matter 

how well we playing, we can always play better that’s what we love about him. He coaches us hard and we 

love that." it’s not just about who he is on the court... But also off the court. "He’s very personable, easy to 

get along with on and off the court, and he wins a lot so fans obviously like that." "To be honest I’m not 

surprised i mean, he’s my coach so I’m biased." "Because he wins, at the end of the day, everyone loves a 

winner." out: KU is on its way to possibly having not only the coach of the year but also the team of the 

year... In Des Moines. 

 

3/20/16   10pm 

West Wichita drivers will see... Construction starting tomorrow on I-235 k-dot says they'll begin work to 

replace five bridges between Zoo Boulevard and k-96... It's the first phase of a three-part project that will 

last into late-next year... do you drive that stretch of highway on your way to work? Join us on eyewitness 

news tomorrow morning. Amanda Jaeger will have travel times through that stretch of interstate. 

 

3/21/16   6am 

The Kansas Department of transportation says this project is a must because these bridges are starting to 

break down. And think about this every day thousands of cars go over them. So today a $20 million project 

begins with construction on this bridge. Kaydot says it will replace several bridges like this one over the 

next couple years. For now they're working on two bridges. While construction is going on traffic will be 

slow down to 50 mph for a 3 mile stretch. The men and women behind the project no it's going to create 

traffic problems but say it's a must with the aging infrastructure. <HEIN: 16:55:51 when you drive over a 

bridge you want to know that it's going to stay there. And that's our goal.  55:56 Henderson: 17:27:32 in the 

long run, yes. But it's going to be a pain in the neck to actually have to suffer through one lane traffic. 

27:41> this is just the first round of these bridge replacements... and is expected to be finished by the end of 

2017. The next round will involve seven bridges further south along eye-235. 

 

3/22/16   5am 

Changes are coming to how you use the Kansas turnpike... At least in three locations along the interstate. 

The turnpike authority says, it’s all designed to make your commute faster and safer. The changes will also 

automate more of the turnpike's tollbooths... As more toll workers retire. Pilar Pedraza takes a look at what 

these changes are... And how they'll affect you. 

 

3/23/16   5am 

We talked with two Kansans who are on a five week trip to Europe. Dustin McChesney and Kevin mason 

left Brussels, just hours before the attack. They noticed increased security at the train station-and can't 

believe how close they came to being caught up in the terrorism...  <sot verbatim:’s a relief we made it out 



 

 

when we did..... It was a beautiful city. It’s a shame everything happening over there and how quickly it 

changes > we checked with Kansas universities and colleges to see if they have students studying in 

Belgium. K-state has one student in the country, but not in Brussels. A Washburn student is in Belgium, but 

the school has not heard if that student was anywhere near the attacks. 

 

3/24/16   5:30am 

The state has now declared this a state of emergency... Pledging to send help to SW Kansas. Right now the 

main threat has moved north of medicine lodge. Crews say almost miraculously the fire missed the 

community of medicine lodge...  instead going around to the north and south. we know crews worked 

tirelessly to protect homes in the area... right now we have heard of one home being destroyed... and loss of 

livestock... but those numbers are expected to go up. Right now crews from across the state... including 

Wichita are here... helping exhausted crews who started fighting this fire Tuesday at noon. <that's really 

scary when you get into a situation like that it's a wildfire and you can't ever predict what direction it's 

going to go and it's a really dangerous place to be. i worry about the firefighters down there. > Now they're 

asking for more help... If you have emergency experience call this number (620) 930-0100 

 

3/25/16   5am 

The large wildfire has affected a lot of ranchers and right now they have an immediate need for hay. You 

can donate hay to the farmers...there are two locations that are receiving donations- including here at the 

farmer's coop equity at medicine lodge. It expects up to 20 semi loads of hay through the weekend. The 

Kansas livestock foundation is also accepting donations. We have all that information right here on our 

kwch under this relief effort story on the kwch app. 

 

3/26/16   9am 

Sam’s club locations in Wichita are collecting donations. The store is also donating water and food for the 

firefighters in Barber County. We have a page at kwch dot com where you can learn more about what's 

needed and how you can help. Just look in our Kansas wildfires section. 

 

3/27/16   5:30pm 

Many of you woke up this morning to snow! We caught some kids here in Wichita out enjoying the three 

inches or so that fell across the city... And they weren't the only ones excited. Drivers we caught up with 

say, they were surprised by how much snow there was... But they say, that doesn't mean it's a bad thing... <i 

think it's awesome, you need the precipitation right? Lots of wildfires.....  > There was one accident this 

morning due to the snow... Near k-96 and Greenwich... Kansas highway patrol says one person was taken 

to the hospital... Troopers haven't said what caused the wreck. We do know all lanes have since reopened... 

 

3/28/16   6am 

Every day thousands of drivers come through this east side intersection in Wichita. This morning the drive 

will be a little different... As everyone gets ready to go back to school and work. There are three main 

changes to be aware of.  First... The speed limit is dropping here while crews continue to work. Kellogg 

drops to 40 and Webb 30 miles per hour in construction areas.  Also... Left turns for all directions of 

traffic... EXCEPT eastbound Kellogg will be prohibited here at the Kellogg and web intersection...  And 

one last change... Overnight you'll see lane closures right here... From 8 pm to 5 am... So crews can get 

their work done more quickly.  This is an intersection where we see some traffic issues even when there 

isn't construction. It is one of the busiest roadways in the city... Connecting to highways and local 

businesses. Ultimately the city says the goal here is to make this an easier commute... But in the short term 

they urge you to be careful... And maybe consider another route while work is being done. 

 

3/29/16   6am 

This is a multi-million dollar project... Paid for by state, federal and private industry backers. And if you 

think the east end of campus is unrecognizable this morning... School officials say just wait a few more 

months... we called Wichita state to get a sneak peek at how this huge project is going. Project managers 

say it's an enormous task - overseeing so many projects on a busy campus... But right now they say they're 

on time and expect to be done with most of the campus by fall of this year. The project includes 

headquarters for local industry - like airbus- something the school says will give its students professional 

experience an advantage in a competitive job market. And it's not just students... Wichita state says 



 

 

businesses will benefit from the technology and talent coming here too. <@00:07:06 there are several 

advantages to what we're doing here on campus. One of them being we're being advanced manufacturing 

tech. On campus so the manufacturing industry can test and work and implement in their companies.   > 

there is also discussion of bringing the law enforcement training center to this campus - and organizers say 

many more businesses are expected to join. The last project to be added - a food truck plaza - for students 

and the public alike... That's expected to be done first... You can see it this June. 

 

3/30/16   5am 

The Islamic society of Wichita opens its doors to a group of Christians. The Christian group's pastor is 

hoping this tour will cultivate a better understanding between the two religions just recently, the Islamic 

society canceled a fundraising event because of a threat by anti-muslim protesters. <if we can get rid of 

fear, fear is based on ignorance. The more we understand the better we can work together and eliminate 

that fear. > The Islamic society says they are happy the group took the initiative to come out. They 

encourage others in the community who are curious about Islam to come and visit. 

 

3/31/16   5am 

We want to show you a photo that thousands have shared... From our Facebook page. And it'll make you 

Kansas proud... It's a convoy of trucks heading into south-central Kansas, full of aid for ranchers who were 

affected by last week's wildfire... The trucks were full of everything from hay to wire for fences.. We've 

posted ways you can donate to the wildfire relief... It's in Brenda Carrasco's story on k-w-c-h dot com. Just 

search "trucks" in the search bar to find it.  

 

4/1/16   4:30am 

Recent weather has caused the windshield business to pick up. Changes in temperatures can cause existing 

rock pits on windshields to expand and crack. Experts say it can interfere with line of sight. Rock chips 

happen all year long from driving on the highway or hitting potholes. If they're not treated, they can make 

the windshield crack out. Moisture and heat can increase the spread of smaller chips, creating defects in 

your windshields.  <sot verbatim: if you have rock chips try to get them filled, try to get them repaired 

before they have the opportunity to run or spread on you.> experts say windshields are like tires...they wear 

out over time. 

 

4/2/16   9am 

A crisis intervention trainer with Sedgwick county sheriff's office says there are steps officers take in these 

situations. First, they determine danger. Does the person have a weapon? In this case, the danger is the 

person's location - 25 stories up on a ledge of the epic center. Then, officers try to de-escalate the 

situation...  deciding whether the person is rational or not. They talk with that person and try to understand 

what lead them to this crisis. Officers talk about what resources could help the person. Trainers say this 

equips police to help people in their lowest moments. <SOT VERBATIM: 3:47 "the time for us to figure 

out what to say and how to say it isn't during an incident or crisis... But prior to that. If you have a plan, you 

are much more effective if you can put that plan into action." > Law enforcement in Sedgwick County 

started this type of training in 2007. Since then -- 450 officers have gone through the program. There are 

options for people feeling depressed or suicidal. There's a 24-hour hotline in Sedgwick County -- the 

number is 6-6-0-75-hundred. Or state wide -- 1-800-2-3-7- talk. You can find those numbers in this story 

on our website -- kwch.com. 

 

4/3/16   10pm 

These tires don't belong to the people who live on this property...and they don't know how the tires got 

here. The neighborhood association president says the tires showed up hours after dozens of volunteers 

came out to clean up the neighborhood. 

 

4/4/16   4:30am 

We’re getting another view of that massive wildfire in Barber County. The fire is now 95 percent 

contained, but this is an image taken from space of the burn scar it left behind. The fire burned nearly 400-

thousand acres in Kansas and Oklahoma ... more than 270-thousand acres in Barber County alone. 11 

structures were destroyed in Barber County ... Some ranchers lost livestock and several acres of land. There 

are a couple of ways you can help ... You can find all the information on our website k-w-c-h dot com. 



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMY 

 

1/1/16   5pm 

One of the most popular New Year’s resolutions is to lose weight, and the means exercise equipment sales 

peak this time of year. But with some elliptical and treadmills costing thousands of dollars, consumer 

reports wanted to make sure you get a good machine. Scott Evans takes a look. 

 

1/2/16   8am 

Drivers paid the second cheapest gas prices in a decade during 20-15. Triple-A reports prices haven't been 

that low since 2009. The annual average price of gas was 2-40 per gallon last year. That's about 94 cents 

cheaper than in 20-14. Today's average gallon of gas is down to just two dollars. 

 

1/4/16   6am 

Gas prices in 2015 were the second cheapest in 10 years. According to triple-a - drivers saw the lowest 

prices in 2009. The annual average price of gas in 2015 was 2-dollars 40-cents. That’s 94 cents drop from 

2014. Today’s average is down to two dollars. For the cheapest gas near you - log onto our website k-w-c-h 

dot com. just look for the gas prices section under the news tab. 

 

1/5/16   5am 

State tax revenue numbers come up short in December. Kansas came in 27 million dollars less than 

expected for the last month of 20-15. This puts the state more than 19 million dollars short for the fiscal 

year that began in July. The new legislative session begins next week. Top republicans say they hope to 

deal with continued budget troubles quickly. 

 

1/6/15   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is down 213 at 16-9-44. And the NASDAQ is down 45 

at 48-45. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

1/7/16   6am 

He numbers are in and you did not win. There were no winners in last night's 524-million dollar Powerball 

drawing. But there were some who won smaller prizes. In case you missed it... Here are the numbers. 47, 2, 

63, 62, 11 and the Powerball is 17. Since there were no winners... The jackpot will continue to grow. The 

next drawing is Saturday. The jackpot is now an estimated 675-million dollars with the cash option of 413-

point-1 million dollars. Of course, that number will only go up in the coming days. 

 

1/8/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is down 4 at 12-1-86. And the NASDAQ is up 2 at 26-

88. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

1/9/16   8am 

If you've made a financial resolution for the year, experts say technology may be your best chance to reach 

those goals. There are tried and true tracking apps like Mint, You Need a Budget, Level Money or Acorns. 

If paying off debt is on your list, the Vertex-42 debt reduction calculator shows you how different strategies 

could affect your overall costs. To manage cash flow, use online banking and establish monthly bill paying 

for recurring expenses. You can also create a small auto draft to the credit card you use most frequently, to 

avoid late payments. If you're trying to boost savings, set up automatic drafts with your bank…and enroll in 

the auto rebalance and auto-escalation features in your retirement plans. Those keep asset allocation in 

check so you can increase future contributions. You can also use the Lift, which operates on the premise 

that we achieve our goals when we're accountable to others. Using crowd sourced encouragement, you can 

hire a coach, get tips from other users and set up reminders to do tasks.  

 

1/10/16   10pm 

The debate over Kansas' struggling finances moves back to your local grocery store. A Wichita republican -

- wants to overturn that controversial *business income tax exemption*- to pay for a drop in sales tax on 

groceries. It's an unusual move to file a budget bill before the session even starts. Statehouse reporter Pilar 

Pedraza learned --- this is a sign of a possible change of mind for some lawmakers. 



 

 

 

1/11/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is down 5 AT 16-3-40 and the NASDAQ is down 27 

at 46-16. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

1/12/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow jones is up 2 at 16-4-01. And the NASDAQ is up 13 at 46-

51. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

1/13/16   Noon 

The state's budget director outlines the governor's plan to balance the state budget - for the current and next 

fiscal years. It involves moving money from highways - and some children's programs. We’re following 

development happening now in Topeka... Devon Fasbinder is in the newsroom - with some of the budget 

details we have seen so far... 

 

1/14/16   5am 

Governor Sam Brownback unveils his plans to fix the state's budget shortfall for this fiscal year and the 

next. The plan is an adjustment to a two-year budget passed last session. Some of the money will come 

from borrowing more from the highway fund - selling the "Kansas bio-science authority" to the private 

sector - and, moving tobacco settlement money used to pay for a series of early childhood programs from 

its own account to the state's general fund. 

 

1/15/16   4:30am 

America's once-booming oil industry is suddenly in deep financial trouble. 

The epic price drop has wiped out tens of thousands of jobs, caused dozens of bankruptcies and spooked 

global markets. One analyst says why not have the federal government bail out the energy industry like the 

banks in 2009. Demand for chocolate is stronger than ever, especially now that more consumers in china 

and India are buying bars and bonbons long considered an unaffordable luxury. But cocoa production is 

down, including a steep slide last year in Ghana, the second-largest cocoa-growing country. Cocoa prices 

have jumped nearly 40 percent since the start of 2012.  Food companies are working with farmers to make 

their operations more efficient.  ******** Deere’s CEO got a pay cut last year.  Sam Allen is taking home 

only 18 point 7 million this year. The farm equipment company saw revenue and profits each fall by at 

least 20 percent in 2015. ********* Tesla is making a 'vegan' car.  Synthetic leather, in a shade tesla calls 

ultra-white, is available as an option for the new model x sport utility vehicle. Tesla is responding to 

criticism from fans who said using real leather didn't mesh with its environmental friendly electric engines.  

******** From the NASDAQ market site in Times Square, I’m Jane king with your Ag and energy report. 

 

1/16/16   8am 

Wall Street ended the week with a major sell off. The stock market plunged hundreds of points right from 

the opening. Investors say plunging oil prices sparked the deep declines. Crude fell below 30 dollars a 

barrel - its lowest level in 12 years. Volatility in Chinese markets also rattled u-s stocks. The Dow dropped 

390 points, while the NASDAQ lost 126... 

 

1/18/16   6am 

Iran will soon release oil into the global market. Over the weekend, the u-s and Europe lifted sanctions on 

the country. Now economists believe... Gas prices will begin to fall again. The sanctions were lifted after 

Iran was believed to have complied with the terms of a nuclear deal. But more oil on the market and 

cheaper gas prices is not all good news for the u-s economy. <22 it's good for the, you know normal 

consumer 26 but for the local oil producers here in America it does hurt. So for those guys it's not so good 

but for the consumer it's a good thing.> the average price for a gallon of gas here in Wichita is about a 

dollar 60. However, you can find it cheaper in some areas. For the cheapest gas near you... Log onto our 

website k-w-c-h dot com. Look for the gas prices under the news tab. You can also find our gas tracker 

with our free k-w-c-h app. 

 

1/19/16   Noon 



 

 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow jones is UP 42 AT 16-0-31 and the NASDAQ is down 1 at 

44-87. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

1/20/16   Noon 

Oil continues to dive and it's taking Wall Street with it. Crude oil dropped another 4 percent today - and the 

markets responded with a nose dive The DOW - NASDAQ and the S&P are down more than 3 percent. It's 

the latest blow to what has been the worst start to a year on record. The DOW is down more than 10 

percent in 2016. We'll check back in on the markets in about 10 minutes. 

 

1/21/16   6am 

Your summer road trip will cost a little more if you drive the Kansas turnpike. The turnpike authority says 

it's raising rates. Fees will go up ten percent. Now, .you will get a discount off the base rate if you pay 

electronically. The increase takes effect may first. 

 

1/22/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is up 157 at 16-0-40. And the NASDAQ is up 93 at 

45-65. We'll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

1/23/16   8am 

The only grocery store in the town of Saint John is closing.  It’s a Dillon’s store that serves the town's 13-

hundred people... and more in surrounding towns. The closing means residents will have to drive to great 

bend or Pratt to find a major grocery store... but as Deedee sun reports, people there plan to put up a fight. 

 

1/24/16   10pm 

People in the small town of Saint John aren't happy the county's only Dillons is closing in less than two 

weeks. The Hutchinson news says neighbors offered ides during a town hall meeting to lure another big-

box store to town... like partnering with k-state or lowering utility rates. Dillons' says customers there 

weren't able to get the products they wanted, prompting the closure. The nearest grocery store will soon be 

about 12 miles away. The closest big-box store is nearly twice the distance from town. 

     

1/25/16   6am 

People in the small town of Saint John are not happy the county's only Dillon’s is closing in less than two 

weeks. The Hutchinson news says neighbors offered ides during a town hall meeting like partnering with k-

state or lowering utility rates - to lure another big-box store to town. Dillons' says they chose to close the 

store because customers were going to other Dillons stores to buy products the St. John store did not have 

room to sell. The nearest grocery store will soon be about 12 miles away. The closest big-box store is 

nearly twice the distance from town. 

 

1/26/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is up 269 at 16-1-54. And the NASDAQ is up 50 at 

45-69. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

1/27/16   6am 

If you have not signed up for health care - Your time is running out. Sunday - January 31-st - is your last 

day to sign up to avoid tax penalties. The Obama administration says - this time - there will not be an 

extension. If you fail to sign up you will be forced to pay either 2-and-a-half percent of your income - or 

695-dollars whichever is higher. The affordable care act requires all Americans to have health insurance. 

 

1/28/16   4:30am 

Your donations to a veteran's charity group might not *all* be going to helping vets. A c-b-s news 

investigation revealed... The "wounded warrior project"... Is only spending 60-percent of your donations on 

programs that help veterans. That’s compared to other groups, like fisher house, that puts 91 percent of its 

donations towards programs. According to former employees of the organization, the wounded warrior 

project would spend millions on things like alcohol and fancy conferences. Veterans groups here in Wichita 

call the report upsetting. < 32:15 it hurts. It hurts. In today’s time we're really realizing this living in a state 

that's under a whole lot of pressure moneywise and everything else. FLASH TO 14:38? When you hear 



 

 

about somebody getting paid absorbent amounts for salaries, it just doesn't make sense to us. 52 we're in 

this for a reason. Our hearts in the right place. > The wounded warrior project's c-e-o declined to comment 

on the full c-b-s news investigation... 

 

1/29/16   6am 

H-E-B is recalling its stainless steel cookware. About 41-thousand units are involved. The company says... 

Metal disks that cover the cookware rivets can pop off hitting you. There's been at least seven reports of 

this happening. No one has been hurt. You are asked to stop using the cookware and return it for a full 

refund. 

 

1/30/16   9am 

It happened here...now it's happening in New York. Uber is cutting prices. The ride-sharing company says 

fares for its popular uber-x service have dropped by 15 percent. That makes taking Uber in Manhattan 

cheaper than a typical taxi ride. The minimum fare is now seven dollars. In a blog post, Uber says it's 

cutting prices because ride requests are down in winter months. Uber experimented with a rate cut in 20-14, 

and saw passenger hours double. Prices went down in more than 100 North American cities earlier this 

month...including Wichita. 

 

1/31/16   5:30pm 

The city of Wichita will start offering incentives if you buy a water-efficient appliance. Starting tomorrow, 

Wichitans can apply for rebates ranging from 50 to 100 dollars to help offset the cost of water efficient 

toilets and dishwashers. The city council approved the program at its meeting earlier this month. If you're 

interested -- you'll be able to get five coupons each year. And - if your rebate is approved - you could see 

the credits on a future water bill. 

 

2/1/16   5am 

The city of Wichita will start offering incentives if you buy a water-efficient appliance. Starting today, 

Wichitans can apply for rebates ranging from 50 to 100 dollars to help offset the cost of water efficient 

toilets and dishwashers. The city council approved the program at its meeting earlier this month. If you're 

interested -- you'll be able to get five coupons each year. And - if your rebate is approved - you could see 

the credits on a future water bill. 

 

2/2/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow jones is down 268 at 16-1-80. And the NASDAQ is down 80 

at 45-39. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

2/3/16   5am 

The super bowl is already a big win for some small businesses who get work with the NFL in bay area. 

Last week, one baker found out the N-F-L would give her the biggest order of her life - 24 hundred baked 

goods! More than 3 million dollars went to hundreds of San Francisco businesses, through the N-F-L's 

business connect program. This baker says the game isn't just a win for one team, but for her community.  

<are you rooting for the panthers or Broncos? Yvonne: I'm rooting for San Francisco. (We high five.) > To 

be eligible for the program, businesses had to register as women, minority, veteran or LGBT owned. They 

also get to take a course with Google to further the benefits of their contracts. 

 

 

2/4/16   6am 

A lucky winner is about to lose out on a 63-million dollar lottery prize. Today is the day... If the lottery 

ticket is not turned in... The money will be forfeited to the state's school. The ticket was sold in august. 

Lottery officials say... No one has claimed the prize. On man disagrees and is taking the lottery to court to 

prove it. He filed a lawsuit yesterday claiming, he turned the ticket in... But it was rejected because lottery 

officials say, it was too damaged. Now he wants a judge to declare him the winner. 

 

2/5/16   4:30am 

A string of recent earthquakes is costing the city tens of thousands of dollars in repairs... The public works 

department says about 60 percent of the money spent fixing earthquake related problems went toward 



 

 

fixing a damaged water main. Public works director Alan King says crews looked through city buildings 

and other structures after a string of mid-January earthquakes. They were all centered in Oklahoma and 

greater than 4-point-0 magnitude. The tremors damaged foundations and drywall at several buildings - 

including a police substation. That has the city changing its earthquake response plan. <sot verbatim: 

43.33.25 what needs to be changed. We’ll try to figure out what gaps there are.  And make the changes to 

our plan primarily in the form of communications.> cosmetic repairs to the damaged buildings were made 

last week. 

 

2/6/16   9am 

Does hosting the Super Bowl make financial sense? The Bay Area shelled out nearly $5 million dollars in 

additional police, fire and transportation services. But visitors are expected to spend $220 million dollars 

during the week...but that's just the beginning. Last year's Super Bowl in Glendale, Arizona brought in 

nearly $720 million for the entire state. That's according to research from Arizona State University. The 

state of California could do even better. It stands to collect millions from the so-called "Jock Tax", which is 

calculated by the number of "duty days" a player spends in any game function. That includes practice, 

training, playing, or meetings…Even an injured player who travels with the team has to pay up! California 

has the highest "jock tax" rate in the nation and will levy a 13.3 percent tax on the nearly 200 active 

Broncos and Panthers players, coaches, and other personnel. 

 

2/7/16   10pm 

One Wichita restaurant nearly ran out of chicken wings today. We told you Friday wings in things in east 

Wichita was prepping for a busy day. And boy, did they have a day. The restaurant set aside 10-thousand 

wings for today ... And sold out before halftime. The General Manager of Wings and Things said today was 

the busiest day for the restaurant since it opened. 

 

2/8/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is down 334 at 15-8-70 and the NASDAQ is down 119 

to 42-43. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

2/9/16   6am 

The national average price of gas is down to a dollar 74 a gallon. That's according to triple-a. It's the 

cheapest gas has been nation-wide since January 2009. For the cheapest gas prices... You need to drive 

down to Oklahoma City, where the average gas price is 1-dollar-11 cents a gallon. Triple-a says crude oil 

inventories are at their highest level for this time of year in almost eight decades. And gas prices are likely 

to stay low in the near term - unless there's a major disruption in supply. 

 

2/10/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is up 39 at 16-0-53. And the NASDAQ is up 71 at 43-

40. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

2/11/16   5am 

Lower gas prices are causing pain for some in Kansas. Who make a living in the oil industry--don't have 

much work right now. Producers say low prices are making it almost impossible to run their wells--let 

alone get them fixed by companies like golden-b hydra drilling in Ellis County. <sot verbatim: almost half 

the trucks in back aren't even running anymore.(edit) all the bills keep coming whether the trucks run or 

not. >the company doesn't know when it'll see its next job. It's already cut back on staff...from 22 to just 

four. 

 

2/12/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is up 224 15-8-84. And the NASDAQ is 40 43-06 

we'll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

2/13/16   8am 

A Wichita woman fell victim to a scam in a store parking lot... when she thought she was giving to a good 

cause. Janessa Meuli (my-lee) says some teenage girls approached her in this Walmart parking lot at 



 

 

Pawnee and Broadway. They were selling valentines baskets with a stuffed animal and boxes inside for 20 

dollars--all to raise money for a church. She only had 16 dollars, but they said they would take it. 

But when she opened the box...it wasn't what she thought. <sot verbatim: 31:00 the bag was empty the box 

was empty. The stuffed toy was old they made it look like something was in there. Janessa says she saw the 

girls selling to several people that day and wants to warn you before the weekend so you don't fall for it. 

She wishes she would have asked more questions about the church and where the money was going.  

 

2/14/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is down 4 at 12-1-86. And the NASDAQ is up 2 at 26-

88. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment      

 

2/15/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is up 211 at 16-1-84. And the NASDAQ is also up 87 

at 44-25. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

2/17/16   6am 

Crowdfunding is a trend more and more people are turning to to help save their four legged family 

members. Crowdfunding sites are exploding in popularity. In many cases people are launching a campaign 

to help save a pet. In the past few years the company - go-fund-me - says its users have raised more than 

36-million dollars to help animals. Another crowdfunding site called - you-caring - is also becoming 

popular. <"it's become a bigger deal over the last couple years-we've used it several times when we have an 

animal that's had to have emergency surgery." > There are scams out there - so before you donate - make 

sure the money is going to the animals. 

 

2/18/16   6am 

Kansas lawmakers send the governor a budget plan-that eliminates the projected 200 million dollar deficit 

for the next fiscal year. The compromise plan includes most of the governor's proposals- to close the gap, 

including moving money around from other funds. It does not add funds to address the court ruling on 

school finance, but includes 50-thousand dollars for the legislature to hire its own attorneys on school 

finance issues. Some corrections officers at state prisons also get a 2 and a half percent raise. 

 

2/19/16   6am 

Time is slowly running out if you still have not filed your taxes. You now have less than 2 months to get 

them filed. And be warned - the i-r-s wants you to know of a new trend of e-mail scams. The agency says 

it's seen a 400-percent increase in phishing and malware incidents this tax season. More than one thousands 

of these scams were reported last month. That’s 250 more than last year. We're about two-thirds of the way 

through March - and there's been more than 360 incidents reported. The emails are designed to trick you 

into thinking they are official e-mails from the i-r-s or other tax software companies. They may ask you to 

verify your PIN or your filing status. When you click on a link you'll be redirected to fake sites - designed 

to look like i-r-s dot Gov. There they'll ask you to provide personal information. Variations of the scam that 

use text messages are also being reported. Remember - the i-r-s will never initiate contact with you by e-

mail or phone - to request personal or financial information. 

 

 

2/20/16   9am 

Last year, lawmakers increased the state sales tax to six and a half percent. Now, two separate bills 

introduce different ways to lower the state's sales tax on groceries. The first would ask you to vote on a 

constitutional amendment that would reduce the sales tax to four percent in 20-17...two percent in 20-18 

and zero by 20-19. The second would reduce the grocery sales tax to two point six percent. It would also 

end the income tax exemption for more than 300-thousand businesses championed by Governor Sam 

Brownback and passed by lawmakers in 20-12. If your bill was 100 dollars this would mean about four less 

dollars at the grocery store. Critics say Kansas' sales tax rate on groceries is high compared to other states. 

In Colorado grocery taxes are exempt. In Missouri it's at a reduced rate of just over one percent. We caught 

up with shoppers who are open to the idea but they still have questions.  <sot verbatim: SIVA-  15:46:48 

where's the money going to come from? It really depends on who you're getting the money from and who 

you're giving too. > The chairman of the house taxation committee says the committee plans to hold a 



 

 

hearing on the proposals. He does see some problems with it and says there's no evidence large numbers of 

Kansans are driving to other states to buy groceries. 

 

2/22/16   4:30am 

Gas prices drop 5 cents over past 2 weeks. And a major car company is forcing its managers to drive 

hybrids. Jane king is at the NASDAQ with those stories and more in today's Ag and energy report. 

 

2/23/16   6am 

"Free shipping" just got a little harder to come by for amazon's non-prime shoppers. If you spend enough 

money on the web retailer, you get free shipping. But amazon just raised the minimum amount -- so now 

you'll have to shell out 49 dollars before an order ships for free. That’s a 40-percent increase from the 

previous minimum of 35 dollars. Amazon prime memberships -- which cost 99-bucks a year -- are not 

affected. 

 

2/24/16   5am 

A bill to increase how much you pay to register your vehicle passes the senate. The bill will boost your 

vehicle registration fee by three-dollars and 25-cents. Of that increase ... Two-dollars will go to the Kansas 

highway patrol to help with trooper shortages across the state. The remaining one-dollar and 25-cents will 

go to the state's center for training law enforcement officers in Hutchinson. The measure will now go to the 

house. 

 

2/25/16   Noon 

Financial analyst are reporting, 272-thousand people filed for jobless benefits last week. That may sound 

like a lot, but analyst say it really isn't considering that it was a holiday week. They also say, this is another 

sign that the economy is improving. More people are spending too, which is also came as a surprise. Some 

of the big ticket items people recently purchased were airplanes, computers and cars. 

 

2/29/16   Noon 

Seasonal gas prices hit the lowest point in a decade. And could shopping woes be traced to pure boredom? 

Jane King is at the NASDAQ with those stories and more in today's "business update." 

 

3/1/16   Noon 

The owner of the New York stock exchange confirmed today that it is considering making an offer to buy 

the London stock exchange. The intercontinental exchange or "ice" says it will make a decision by the end 

of the month. And when it comes to the stock exchange, financial analysts say the month of March is 

historically a good time for stocks. But, according to bespoke April is the strongest month. bespoke says, 

the S&P had its best two-month gain - an average 2-point 6-6 percent - over the two month span. 

 

3/2/16   5am 

New revenue numbers are out for the state... and again....Kansas falls short of projections. The department 

of revenue says the state collected 57 million dollars less in revenue last month. This puts the state under 

about 20 million dollars for the fiscal year beginning back in July. Governor Sam Brownback says he plans 

to take three percent out of the budget for Kansas universities for the current year to help make up the 

difference. Wichita State president john Bardo issued this release regarding the cuts saying..."because this 

will be difficult to manage in a short period...i have instructed our leadership to freeze all non-critical 

spending." 

 

3/3/16   4:30am 

The former CEO of major energy dies in a fiery crash a day after he is indicted. And US solar energy 

production is getting a big boost this year. Jane king has our Ag and energy report. 

 

3/4/16   4:30am 

Natural gas is the cheapest it's been in nearly two decades, and it could get even cheaper. And Ikea is 

growing new eco-friendly mushroom packaging. Jane king has our Ag and energy report. 

 

3/7/16   6am 



 

 

Check this out. A pair of Pennsylvania brothers win the lottery. However... their winnings have made them 

go viral. One brother won a 291-million dollar jackpot... while the other won 7-dollars. The brothers were 

driving home for a vacation when they stopped to buy lottery tickets. The Florida lottery noted the double 

winners by giving both brothers giant winner's checks. 

   

3/8/16   4:30am 

Thinking of opening a new checking account? Turns out credit unions are more than twice as likely as 

banks to offer free checking accounts. Bank rate dot com surveyed 50 of the nation’s largest credit unions. 

They found 76 percent of them have no service or transaction fee regardless of the account balance or 

activity. Only 37 percent of banks offer that same service. The report did find the average credit union 

overdraft fee is a hefty $27. 

 

3/9/16   6am 

Notice anything different about your mac and cheese? It appears no one else did either. Kraft Heinz 

removed artificial preservatives... And dyes from its mac and cheese recipe late last year with the newer... 

Less artificial ones. The company has sold more than 50 million boxes of the new mac & cheese so far. 

 

3/10/16   6am 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow jones is down 4 at 16-8-. And the NASDAQ is also down 2 

at 46-. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

3/11/16   Noon 

The white house is launching a new program to make diapers more affordable to low-income families. 

Under the program ... low-income families can buy diapers at an up to 25 percent discount. The White 

House is working with online retailer jet-dot-com, cuties diapers and several non-profits for the initiative. 

President Barack Obama says one in three families has trouble affording diapers ... And they are not 

covered by federal assistance programs. 

 

3/14/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is up 28 at 17-2-42 and the NASDAQ is up 6 at 47-54. 

We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

3/15/16   4:30am 

The Wichita eagle is moving its printing and packaging operations to Kansas City. The plan includes 

selling its downtown buildings, and eliminating dozens of jobs. In a statement, the paper's president and 

publisher Roy Heatherly said the decision comes as the eagle's digital readership increases. The eagle's 

Sunday circulation dropped from 174-thousand in 1998… to 62-thousand today… and daily circulation 

down by nearly 65 percent since 1998. Union leaders will meet with eagle management, as soon as possible 

to figure out how to best move forward… but they say they know the future could be difficult. < 28:58 at 

my age, I'm 47, I'm going to have to go out and look for another job which is tough 29:03 for anyone that 

age, but hopefully I can find something. 29:07 > we asked publisher Roy Heatherly if this change will 

impact delivery times for customers. He told us, no comment. 

 

3/16/16   4:30am 

A recent e-coli outbreak is cutting into chipotle's bottom line. The restaurant chain says it will likely record 

its first quarterly loss *ever for the first three months of this year. Chipotle hasn't posted a loss since it first 

started trading on Wall Street a decade ago. But the restaurant faces growing legal expenses linked to a 

federal criminal investigation into the e-coli scare. It’s also considering raising prices to account for 

additional food safety protocols in its restaurants. 

 

3/17/16   4:30am 

Expect St. Patrick’s Day to generate a whole lot of green. A Wallet hub survey found Americans are 

expected to spend about 4.4 billion dollars on the holiday this year. Getting into the spirit also means 

people will drink an estimated 13 million pints of Guinness worldwide. 

  

3/18/16   4:30am 



 

 

FIFA suffered its 'first' financial loss since 2002 last year. Soccer's embattled governing body reported a 

loss of 122 million dollars after a year rocked by a corruption scandal. FIFA's total income for 2015 was 

one point one five billion - less than its expenses of almost one point three billion. Included in those 

expenditures was nearly 28 million in executive pay and 61 million in legal costs. 

 

3/21/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is up 3 at 17-6-05. And the NASDAQ is down 2 at 47-

92 we'll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

3/22/16   6am 

The idea is to move the k-tag electronic lanes to the center of the tollway... And take the gates out... So 

people don't have to slow down. There will also be cameras... to track who's using those lanes. On the 

outside, there will be slow lanes and a cash payment option, also with cameras. The changes will speed 

traffic up at three of the state's busiest tollways... Those are the south terminals near wellington, and the 

terminals in Topeka and Kansas City. This should start sometime next year. 

 

3/23/16   5am 

It’s been a busy fire season across Kansas... as dry conditions and high winds combine to spread grass fires 

quickly. Making sure those fires don't reach your home... Is starting to cost some rural fire departments 

more money than they have. Pilar Pedraza learned, a single run can cost 15-thousand dollars. 

 

3/24/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is down 61 at 17-4-41. And the NASDAQ is also 

down 14 at 47-54. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

3/25/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow jones is down 4 at 12-1-86. And the NASDAQ is up 2 at 26-

88. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

3/26/16   9am 

Amazon pay is nearly equal between men and women. The online retail giant reviewed its entire u-s 

staff...and found women were paid 99-point-9 percent of what men made in the same jobs. Now an 

investment firm in Boston is urging tech companies to disclose and improve what women are paid.  That 

firm has pushed e-bay, apple, Intel, Facebook, Expedia, google, adobe and Microsoft to release their gender 

pay information. So far Intel and apple have complied. The firm says closing the wage gap will strengthen 

companies and increase profits. 

 

3/28/16   Noon 

Many of you are still keeping a tight lid on spending. The commerce department says consumer spending 

rose by just point 1 percent in February. It could be because paychecks aren't getting much bigger. Personal 

income... Which includes wages... Rose just point 2 percent last month. That's the smallest monthly rise 

since September. 

 

3/29/16   6am 

California could become the first state to approve a 15-dollar minimum wage. A source tells c-n-n - 

lawmakers - the governor and labor unions have reached a deal to raise the state-wide minimum wage. 

Small increases would begin next year and would increase until it reached 15-dollars per hour by 2022. 

Workers would also receive three paid sick days each year. 

 

3/30/16   5am 

The organization "young professionals of wichita" says the city is doing a lot to make Wichita more 

attractive for younger workers. The group says the downtown area has MADE a lot of changes in recent 

years that includes the Douglas design district and Intrust bank arena. <sot verbatim: it's changing rapidly, 

there's so much going on downtown, there's so many great local businesses that are popping up, we've got a 

great river, we've got a very beautiful city in a lot of respects, OEOE we've got a lot of work left to do but 



 

 

there's a lot of people helping to change the landscape of the city > the organization says each young 

Wichitan who leaves the community costs 300-thousand dollars in lost investments. 

 

3/31/16   6am 

Westar customers will receive a refund of more than 14 million dollars. The Topeka capital journal says a 

settlement between Westar and the Kansas corporation commission has been approved. The decision 

retroactively lowers the "transmission delivery charge" on your bill. The capital journal says it will be a 

while before anyone sees the refund because there are still steps to be completed. 

 

4/1/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is up 21 at 17-7-06. And the NASDAQ is up 10 at 48-

80. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

4/2/16   9am 

Thousands of teachers in the Wichita public school district... Want their summer pay in a lump sum, instead 

of being paid over the summer... last year, about 15-percent of teachers took it all in one payment... This 

year - that number is about 80-percent. That’s because there's a lot of uncertainty with the state's budget 

situation... There's a chance schools statewide will close if the state Supreme Court doesn't approve a new 

school funding plan by June 30th. 

 

4/3/16   10pm 

It could cost you more to use Wichita’s public golf courses. The city council is being asked to approve a fee 

increase for almost everyone looking to hit the links... According to its agenda, the staff are asking the 

council to approve a 20 dollar increase for five and seven day passes... And 25 dollars for seniors... We're 

told the increase will bring in about 64 thousand dollars this year... 

 

4/4/16   4:30am 

Donald trump predicts he could rid the united states of its 19-trillion-dollar debt in two terms as president. 

The republican presidential front-runner says he would do it by re-negotiating all of the big trade deals. He 

says it would spur economic growth. But, a recent wall street journal survey shows most economists 

disagree. They say trump's economic proposals could actually damage the u-s economically. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

1/1/16   5pm 

As many of you are making New Year’s resolutions to lose weight, a school program is helping low-

income students in Los Angeles make physical fitness a life-long goal. It's called sound body-sound mind. 

It provides underserved schools in l-a with state of the art fitness equipment along with lesson plans 

designed to make fitness fun. 40 percent of teens in l-a are obese or overweight. “What it's actually doing is 

setting them up to be active for a whole life… for their whole lives.” Studies show the program is having an 

impact on California’s standardized physical fitness test. The percentage of students who passed tripled 

after taking part in the sound body-sound mind program. 

 

1/5/16   5am 

Changes to make your kids' school lunches healthier are working. A study led by the University of 

Washington...found students are getting more vitamins and minerals in their meals than before the changes 

in 20-12. Schools are now required to cap the calories per meal, and provide at least one serving of fruits or 

vegetables. The study also shows there hasn't been a change in the number of students eating school 



 

 

lunches. The study didn't look at how much students actually consumed, but researchers say there is no 

evidence that students are throwing away more food.  

 

1/6/15   Noon 

Lawmakers still trying to find a way to pay for your child's education. Last year, lawmakers decided to set 

up a new funding formula for public schools. Tuesday... Those who have been working on ideas for the 

new formula met to discuss their first report back to the legislature. The committee chairman wrote it 

himself and didn't include most of the testimony the committee heard. Instead, it included several 

conservative suggestions like privatizing school lunches... Giving up federal money for schools and even 

ending the practice of putting special education students in regular classrooms. The committee sent the 

report back to be re-written by the state's non-partisan legislative research office. Stability. We want to 

have a formula that's stable so that we're able to plan and put into place programs which are going to be 

beneficial to students over a number of years. Lawmakers return to Topeka Monday for the beginning of 

the 2016 session. Tuesday... the governor will deliver his state of the state address. Pilar Pedraza will be in 

Topeka.... bringing you live reports. 

 

1/12/16   4:30am 

The two-thousand students transported to derby schools every day - could soon ride a different bus with a 

different driver. Tom Snodgrass, the Director of Operations for the district, says - they asked the school 

board to approve looking for other busing options. The district hopes to hear back from bus companies - to 

determine whether the school district can save money by out-sourcing its transportation services. Snodgrass 

says... the district started considering the idea because of budget cuts. <sot verbatim: 3627 it was totally 

driven by the shortage of dollars for schools, and it forces you to look in every corner, and every crack and 

crevasse for where you can find savings. Snodgrass says if the move only means saving a few dollars, it 

will likely be rejected. The recommendation on whether to out-source buses - will be taken to the board 

sometime in March. 

 

1/13/16   5am 

Andover students and staff - don't try to access your school network. The district sent an email to parents - 

saying the network has been infected with a virus. They're asking you not to access any network share or 

home directory files until further notice. The letter says no personal data is at risk. 

 

1/15/16   4:30am 

A Wichita principal bans a substitute teacher from his school. Students accused the sub of grabbing them... 

and scratching a student's arm. Sarah Finney says.... her daughter was scratched at Price-Harris elementary. 

In a letter sent home to parents... the school's principal recommends the teacher... who was not named... not 

work for the district any more. The school district is currently investigating the allegations. 

   

1/20/16   5pm  

<Lonnie summers: 13:25:11 our education for our children should be priority number one.25:15> at least 

one lawmaker thinks the best way to improve your child's education.. *and* save the state money... Is by 

moving control of your child's school from a local district... To a county wide district. He's not calling it 

consolidation... But re-organization... And says the move could save the state 173-million dollars over the 

next decade. Education reporter Pilar Pedraza breaks down how the plan would work... 

 

1/22/16   4:30am 

A Kansas lawmaker- wants to reorganize the state's school districts. Representative John Bradford is 

proposing most Kansas counties lump all schools into one district. Bradford says your student's 

superintendent might change, but where they go to school would not. We spoke with some parents about 

the proposal and they have a lot of questions. <LONNIE 13:24:10 I don’t think that 's a good 

idea.//13:24:25 one person can't be in one place all the time.  DALE 14:55:21 I don't know. I’d think there'd 

be a lot of conflict. 55:23//14:55:35 different needs and a lot of opinions. A lot of opinions. :  > schools in 

larger counties, like Sedgwick and butler, would be exempt from the plan. If passed, lawmakers would 

have to vote to approve the plan again in ten years. 

 

1/23/16   6pm 



 

 

We checked back in today with a group of students and their chaperones from Wichita -- in Washington d-

c. The group is from the *Wichita catholic diocese*.  Father Dan Duling tells me the kids have been taking 

full advantage of the weather -- taking part in a snowman building contest and not letting the cold dampen 

their spirits. <they are having way too much fun to be stuck in a hotel in my opinion, they are having a blast 

and morale is good. They went across the street in the parking lot and tried having a snowball fight but the 

snow has not been packable. The group went to d-c for the *March for life* event yesterday. Their plan 

was to come home tomorrow -- father Duling says they are taking it 8 to 12 hours at a time -- trying to get 

the most up-to-date information on the storm before making a decision on their travel plans home.  We'll 

check back in with them tonight. 

 

1/24/16   5:30pm 

We’ve got a new picture of a Kansas group in d-c... All 600 of them got together outside of the hotel to take 

a photo today. They've been stuck in d-c all weekend due to this winter storm. Most of them are catholic 

students from Wichita, hutch and Dodge City -- all a part of the catholic diocese of Wichita.  They were 

there for the *March for life* event Friday -- and were supposed to head home today -- but now they aren't 

sure when they'll be able to make the trip back. 

 

1/25/16   5pm  

Now to the latest on the Kansans stuck in our nation's capital. The 600 Kansas students are finally on their 

way home. The group was in Washington D.C. for the March for Life rally. The snow storm kept them 

there longer than planned. As Scott Evans reports - the delay ended up being a blessing for the group 

 

1/26/16   6am 

Increasing costs - and flat revenue. That’s what the Wichita school board says it faces as it begins to put 

together next year's budget. Early estimates show costs will go up by at least 15 million dollars and could 

be as much as 27 million. The district says it will have to pay more next year for things like utilities, 

textbooks, software and health insurance. With the current block grant funding, the district does not expect 

to get any additional money from the state, so the money will have to come from somewhere else. 

 

1/27/16   5am 

Wichita state is looking to put an end to complaints... About lack of parking on campus. We first brought 

you this story yesterday. The school says... it asked the "Kansas Board of Regents" to approve a plan for a 

new parking garage on campus. The parking garage would replace the parking lot next to the "Rhatigan 

Student Center." Right now ... That lot has about 200 parking spots. The proposed parking garage would 

double that number...and students say they love that plan. <sot verbatim: 40:01 I love the idea. I think they 

should have done that a long time ago. 40:04-MEGAN // 38:16 it would encourage more students to buy 

parking passes. 38:18 it will also save students time. 38:21-SAMUEL NAVA > Officials say... the parking 

garage would likely be the first of several on campus. If approved, the school hopes to have the garage 

finished by the end of 20-17 or early 20-18. 

 

1/29/16   6am 

An after school coach in New York gets fired not for what he did - but for what he did not do. the decision 

to fire the coach came after video surfaced showing two 12-year old boys fighting. In the video - recorded 

earlier this month - You see the coach standing by - Doing nothing to stop it. <(Kevin Jones/ parent) "It's 

very unacceptable - you're a grown man you're supposed to be a role model for these kids..."> The father of 

one of the boys in the video learned about the fight when his son came home complaining about pain. The 

boy was taken to the hospital. The doctor said, the boy suffered a little muscle problem in his head. That 

night, the boy's father saw the video posted on Facebook by another boy. The department of education says 

- The coach is not one of their employees and was fired from the after-school program. 

 

1/30/16   9am 

There's a bill lawmakers say will cut school districts in the state by more than a half. Next week the house 

education committee is scheduled to begin discussing the topic of school district realignment. Any county 

with 10-thousand or fewer students would have one countywide district. The department of education says 

that would apply to 98 counties...22 of which are already single district counties. Superintendents are 

gearing up to give their opinion on the bill 



 

 

 

2/1/16   Noon 

New at noon... parents... If your kid goes to school in the Brewster school district... It's dismissing today at 

12:30. Again... Brewster school district u-s-d 314 is dismissing in about 30 minutes. 

 

2/3/16   4:30am 

A bill to consolidate school districts will be discussed today at the state-house. The proposed bill would 

combine small districts with fewer than 15-hundred students with nearby districts. Representative John 

Bradford - who proposed the bill says - it would save the state 173-million dollars in the next decade. Pilar 

Pedraza will be at that meeting. You can follow her on twitter at k-w-c-h Pilar - and look for her live 

reports later today on Eyewitness News. 

 

2/4/16   6am 

A big day for high school athletes across the country. Wednesday was national signing day. Here's a 

breakdown of k-state football's recruiting class by position.. 

22 total in this class 

4 wide receiver 

1 quarterback 

3 tight ends 

2 defensive ends and backs 

2 d tackles 

4 running backs (includes fullbacks) 

And for Kansas... 

12 recruits out of the lone star state 

2 from Kansas 

2 from Oklahoma 

1 from Florida, Hawaii, Louisiana, and West Virginia... 

And you can see where local athletes will continue their athletic careers like Wichita east's... Xavier Kelly 

signing to play at Clemson... On catch it Kansas dot com. 

 

2/5/16   4:30am 

"Our schools, our schools, our schools, our schools". Chicago public school teachers are targeting big 

banks tonight in their fight for a new contract. The union blames the bank for what it calls a series of bad 

investments that could ultimately cost teachers their jobs. About a thousand people gathered outside bank 

of America in the loop yesterday for a huge rally. Police arrested 16 demonstrators who entered the 

building's lobby. C-p-s says it's still committed to an agreement that protects both teachers and students. 

 

2/6/16   8am 

A group of Oklahoma students are spending time outside of the classroom to get their fellow students 

educated about what to do if an earthquake hits during school. Christy Lewis has their story, new at nine... 

 

2/9/16   5am 

Melissa 19:59:17 they come m home and you know they're bouncing off the walls because they haven't had 

the time to move. 59:23 Melissa frock says... Ever since her kids started attending Wichita public schools 

this year... She's seen a difference in their behavior... And attitude toward school.  Especially when they 

lose recess because of things like forgetting to get an agenda signed. Melissa frock, concerned parent 

19:59:07 i just feel like if they lose that break, you know, that lowers their morale, it lowers their 

motivation, it lowers their ability to focus. 59:15 other parents say... She's not alone. They say kids aren't 

getting enough free time for play and socialization in school. Amanda 20:03:42 spending more time on 

academics doesn't necessarily correlate to better test scores. But oddly enough spending more time playing 

and having recess does. They're demanding the school board give their kids more recess time. The district 

says... It follows the national recommendations for physical activity...  Alicia 20:27:08 we include the 

physical education classes that they take. We included the lunch period that they have. And we also include 

the before and after school latchkey program. 27:17 but parents say... That's not enough. Most of that time 

isn't free time that allows kids brains to decompress properly. John: we haven't extended the number of 

days. We haven't extended the number of hours in the day. So with all the things that our students are being 



 

 

held accountable for, how do we best balance that? And that will be part of the discussion moving forward. 

Pilar: the parents i spoke with say they plan to continue coming back to the board here in the Wichita 

schools until they get more recess for their kids. In Wichita, Pilar Pedraza, eyewitness news. 

 

2/10/16   5pm 

In just the last 10 minutes... The Kansas supreme court... Said it plans to issue its decision in the on-going 

school finance case... Tomorrow around 9-30... This is the case that argues the state is not fairly and 

equitably funding public schools... As required by the state constitution. The case has been subject to 

multiple appeals over the years... New parts of the challenge have included the state scrapping its old 

school funding formula... And replacing it with new block grants... We're following the impact of the 

decision... And what could happen... We'll bring you new details as we get them. 

 

2/13/16   8am 

It’s a story you first heard on eyewitness news. The west high athletic director is being relieved of his 

duties as athletic director. Phil Daignault (dag-nalt) will remain employed by the district. This follows an 

investigation into v-i-p passes. We spoke to Daignault (dag-nalt) he says he copied five passes and gave 

them to parents who were unable to pay to see their child play in a sports event. The district is not 

commenting any further on the case. 

 

2/14/16   5:30pm 

Teachers at Heartspring say one of their colleagues is connecting with special needs students like they've 

never seen. Hannah Davis went to Heartspring to find out the secret to Thomas rains' success. 

 

2/15/16   Noon 

Students in great bend are organizing a march     today from the high school to the district's offices. It's all 

in support of a student whose mother says he was sexually assaulted on a school bus coming home from a 

swim meet more than a week ago. <i didn't think it was right the punishment for them...i think the 

consequences should be for everybody...not just the two that got out> Members of the swim team and their 

parents met with the swim coach Sunday afternoon... Though it is not known what they talked about. 

The Ellsworth county sheriff's office is investigating the case. Eyewitness news will be in great bend for the 

march today. Look for reports from Lauren Seabrook and Pilar Pedraza tonight on eyewitness news... And 

at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

2/16/16   Noon 

About 50 university of Kansas students are being screened for tuberculosis. A student... Who lives off 

campus... Has been diagnosed with the disease. He has started therapy and will be quarantined until he tests 

negative. He contracted the disease outside the u-s. None of the students who were possibly exposed have 

had symptoms. 

 

2/17/16   5:30am 

South Dakota could soon become the first state to tell transgender students... Which bathrooms they must 

use. State senators approved a bill yesterday. That bill has already passed the house. It would require public 

school students to use bathrooms that correspond to their birth-assigned gender... Not the gender they 

identify with. <"I still remember the first time in high school when I had to disrobe in front of a group of 

guys and it was a little disconcerting. How would you feel walking into any sort of facility that you want in 

the state of South Dakota and you had to use the bathroom and there is a guy in there?"> The bill now goes 

to the governor who is expected to sign the bill into law. 

 

2/19/16   6am 

A Wichita school teacher is in jail...arrested on child sex crimes. Devon Fasbinder is live where the teacher 

taught - and with how the district has responded. 

 

2/20/16   8am 

An Oregon school district is investigating how an entire high school was sent pornographic e-mails. The 

sexually explicit e-mails left school leaders scrambling to try and stop the messages. It got so out of 

control, school leaders deactivated the network students use to complete homework assignments. School 



 

 

officials say the emails were spam, and no one hacked into the district's computer system. Students say 

they'll be frustrated if it turns out to be a prank from one of their peers. < "Pretty much just grow up, you're 

almost an adult, start acting like one and just be mature."> Students also received spam emails about 

marijuana, online gaming, and politics. 

 

2/22/16   Noon 

The saline county sheriff's office says... It's looking into a *second assault on a great bend swim team bus... 

We've just learned about the investigation in the last hour... Rachel Skytta’s at the breaking news desk... 

 

2/23/16   6am 

There is now a second report of sexual assault involving the great bend swim team. This time in salina. The 

saline county sheriff's office says... A 15-year old swim team member and his parent filed the report this 

weekend claiming he was assaulted earlier this month while the team was traveling home from a meet in 

salina. The parent says the assault happened February third - shortly after the team left a salina restaurant 

where they stopped to eat on the way home. The saline county sheriff's office is working with the Ellsworth 

county sheriff's office - where the allegations of the other assault occurred - as well as great bend police - to 

get more information. <Great bend and Ellsworth, see what the circumstances were with the case they had 

reported and what they know about this case. 47:23   > as far as the Ellsworth county accusations goes. The 

sheriff's office hopes to turn over its investigation to the county attorney by tomorrow. There are still many 

questions we're trying to get answers for... Including if the students accused of assault were punished and if 

any of those students competed this past weekend in the state swim meet. Factfinder 12 will continue to ask 

those questions for you. 

 

3/2/16   6am 

Classes will resume today at one Ohio school district 2 days after police say... A 14-year old boy shot 

students in a school cafeteria. 2 students were shot, 2 others were hurt by shrapnel while running away. No 

one was killed. <"I saw the gun so I duck under the table and I grab my friend so we're laying under the 

table and then he ran out after he shot the 2 kids next to me."> School officials say... Staff members will 

ride on busses and be outside the school complex today as students return. Crisis counselors will be on 

hand and extra staffers will join students for lunch in the cafeteria where the shootings happened. The 14-

year old accused in the shooting remains in juvenile detention after denying charges Tuesday. 

 

3/3/16   Noon 

We're following breaking news from great bend... With new details in the on-going bus assault 

investigation... Pilar Pedraza’s at the breaking news desk... 

 

3/8/16   4:30am 

The great bend school board will hold its monthly meeting today. The school board usually meets on the 

second Monday of each month, but because of spring break ... The meeting was re-scheduled. We hope to 

hear from school board members about what's being done after two reports of assault on a school bus used 

by the swim team. One of those is being investigated by the Barton County Sheriff's Office, the other has 

been turned-over to the Ellsworth County Attorney. Eyewitness news will have a crew at that meeting, look 

for updates on air and online. 

 

3/9/16   5:30am 

A big budget gap has the Wichita school district talking about staff cuts. Flat funding from the state and 

rising costs... Means the district could be facing a 30-million-dollar shortfall next school year. The biggest 

increases come from health insurance costs and transportation. The district says.... past budget cuts have 

forced IT to become more efficient. But this year... The budget hole is big enough that the district's C-F-O 

is calling staff cuts a "likely" outcome. <If I could get our cost increases down to the bottom end, that 16 

million, then we might have a shot at not having staff cuts, but it's going to be really really hard to do that. 

11:31:23   > the school board will meet later this month to discuss the types of staff cuts... and other ways 

to balance the budget. 

 

3/10/16   6am 



 

 

The Ways and Means Committee will hear testimony today on a bill to change school finance operations in 

Kansas. The bill would transfer control of school finance from the department of education to the 

department of administration. Senator Michael O’Donnell is on the committee - which introduced the bill 

late last session. He says it would not impact how much funding schools receive. O’Donnell says he 

understands the goal of the bill, but does not support right now. < It seems like we're taking away authority 

from the state board of education. 4:05> O’Donnell says he'd like to see a bill that allows the department of 

education and administration to work together to allocate school funds. 

 

3/11/16   6am 

Many of you have asked up about Wright Career College and why the school is no longer accepting new 

students. Factfinder 12 found out... the school is in a transitional period. The not-for-profit college has 

several locations including one at Towne East mall in Wichita. The school issued a press-release last night. 

In it... The school says... The transition includes recent layoffs of administrative staff. No class have been 

cancelled and they are not enrolling new students at this time. School officials say they are in conversations 

with other career colleges and universities about the possibility of teaching out the current students. That 

plan is still in the works and they aren't providing any other details at this time. 

    

3/12/16   5am 

PILAR: it's a long walk from some Kansas classrooms to the statehouse, but these teachers, parents and 

students made it because they have message that supports public education. They came from all over 

Kansas... Walking more than 20 miles a day... Through sun, rain, wind and even hail... To make a point. 

Their point?  Kansas' public education system needs fixing.  They say it needs more money after years of 

cuts... And support for teachers who feel under attack. Republican leaders at the statehouse say schools are 

getting more money than ever. But these walkers say... That money isn't helping schools and kids. This the 

fourth year they've made this walk... Growing from two people the first year... To dozens this year. They're 

hoping to convince lawmakers to come up with bills they consider friendlier to public education. Krieger-

zook: I am simply one vote, one voice, joining others to speak to our reps and senators that this is what's 

happening in your territory and this is what we think you need to be paying attention to. PILAR: despite the 

exhaustion and the blister’s these folks still have one more walk ahead of them, from here to the statehouse 

on Monday morning. 

 

3/16/16   4:30am 

multiple threats to schools and students in Hutchinson have the city's public schools wanting to take action 

they're considering doing active shooter drills superintendent Shelly Kiblings says her district already has 

policies in place to protect students from a threat like an active shooter. They also train staff on what to do, 

with live drills happening twice per year. But Kiblings says, the number of those drills and what they do to 

keep students safe are up for review... < We’re going to sit down with the experts and say what can we do 

better?  > The school district has ruled out doing a live-action simulation, like a mock shooting. 

 

3/18/16   5am 

School officials in Newark, New Jersey have started offering voluntary blood tests for 17-thousand students 

to check for the presence of lead. Elevated levels of lead were found in the drinking water of 30 Newark 

schools. Parents recently learned that school administrators were aware of higher than acceptable levels of 

lead four years ago. But fountains and faucets in those schools were only turned off last week. <"I blame 

the people who knew about it and didn't do anything about it. It's their fault. So at the end of the day, 

they're going to have to live with this."> Lead is known to severely affect a child's development. 

 

3/19/16   9am 

Nearly 47-thousand Louisiana students go to college tuition-free because of a state scholarship program. 

Another three-thousand students get a partial scholarship from the state program. But that could soon 

change as a massive 800-million-dollar budget shortfall puts funding in jeopardy. None of the recipients 

know for sure if they'll be getting that money again next year. Lawmakers have introduced 17 different bills 

that would make it harder to be eligible for the scholarship. None of the proposals have been voted on yet. 

 

3/21/16   6am 



 

 

The Wichita school board will meet tonight to talk about potential cuts it may have to make next year - and 

that could include staff. Flat funding from the state and rising costs - means - next year - the district could 

face a 30-million-dollar shortfall. The school board will meet tonight at six. We’ll let you know what 

happens. 

 

3/22/16   5am 

Cindy... It's important to note... These are just options and there's nothing final at this moment. These are 

some things the district looked at tonight to balance the budget. They include... Eliminating "all day 

kindergarten." district leaders estimate... This would save more than five-million-dollars by eliminating 

staff.  There's also the thought of "reducing utility usage." this could have a potential savings of 200-

thousand-dollars. It would mean establishing temperature set points at 70-degrees in the heating season... 

And 76 in the cooling season. Another option... Is a "10-percent reduction in non-full-time employee 

account lines." this includes... Purchasing supplies and equipment and could save the district... Five million 

dollars. There were 55 options discussed tonight. Others include... reductions to athletics and fine 

arts/extra-curricular programs. Looking at a four-day work week year round. And... Eliminating student 

resource officers at the high schools. tonight's budget meeting <sot verbatim: 4:45 with the funding as flat 

as it is right now is what's creating this we have to be able to balance our budget we don't have any way to 

raise revenue so we have to lower our expenditures. 4:57 >     the biggest cost increases for the district 

come from health care and transportation. chief financial officer Jim Freeman says... with the state being in 

a tough position right now with its own balances... the district really doesn't know what's going to happen. 

He says... it has to plan for the worst... and hope for the best. 

 

3/23/16   4:30am 

Wichita state university is making it easier for students living on campus to get to the grocery store. The 

university extended its shuttle service to take students to Walmart at 29th Street and Rock Road. Now... 

Students living on campus or nearby... can take the evening shuttle service between five and 10 on days 

when the shuttle service runs. The bus will be marked with a sign... and has stops near Shocker Hall and 

Fairmount Towers. 

 

3/25/16   5am 

Republicans say, they have a plan that will keep schools open. Democrats say it doesn't get needed money 

to the classroom. A school funding plan is headed to the governor- in the plan, 83 million dollars would be 

redistributed to the state's school districts. Total school spending doesn't increase, but no district will lose 

money promised for next school year. The state Supreme Court ruled last month, poorer districts weren't 

getting their fair share and told lawmakers to fix the problem by June 30th or face schools shutting down. 

 

3/26/16   9am 

Some educators in Canada think robot fights could get more girls interested in science. The university in 

British Columbia says it's a problem that men outnumber women in science and engineering classes. So the 

school teamed up with a local school district to get elementary-school girls to build fighting robots. The 

female students design and make the battle-bots...and the machines duke it out with other robots in a ring. 

So far, the idea seems to be working. <"This program allows opportunities for girls that may not have it in 

their home or outside their school, so it gives them a safe place to learn something new."> A robot built by 

those students won its first battle in the ring. One student says she used to hate science, but now she's 

looking forward to constructing robots. 

 

3/28/16   5am 

Tonight, the Wichita school board will talk about cuts it may have to make next year, and that could 

include staff. Flat funding from the state and rising costs... means the district could be facing a 30-million-

dollar shortfall next school year. The biggest increases come from health insurance costs and 

transportation. The district says.... past budget cuts have forced it to become more efficient. But this year... 

the budget hole is big enough that the district's c-f-o is calling staff cuts a "likely" outcome. The school 

board will meet tonight at six. 

 

3/29/16   6am 



 

 

Wichita state's innovation campus is beginning to take shape. Construction on the multi-million dollar 

project is well under way. Hannah Davis joins us live this morning with an exclusive look. 

 

3/30/16   6am 

The surprise of a lifetime for one Wichita teacher. Stephanie Feuerborn (fear-born)... was surprised at an 

assembly at "saint Catherine of Siena school" with a new car. The single mom's mini-van was barely 

getting her and her kids to and from school every day. Father Dan from the school says... The teacher came 

up in a conversation with the family who owns the Eddy's dealerships in town. The owners say they knew 

they could help out, even giving Feuerborn (fear-born) a choice of 13 different vehicles to choose from. 

  

3/31/16   5am 

A California school re-opens...but only to vaccinated students. Recently the charter school confirmed a case 

of the measles. Health officials say the infected child was not vaccinated. The student contracted the virus 

while traveling overseas. The child has fully recovered, but officials are concerned that other students may 

have been infected earlier this month. <"There were 255 students present that day of which 124 did not 

have documentation of MMR receipt per their school records."  > Children who are not vaccinated will 

have to stay away from school for three more weeks. Only 77-percent of kids in that county are vaccinated 

- compared to 92-percent state-wide.  

 

4/1/16   Noon 

Chicago public school teachers are walking off the job today. The move is getting sharp criticism from 

Illinois governor Bruce Rauner. He slammed Chicago’s teacher union, calling its planned one-day walkout 

an abuse of power. Teachers say they are protesting unfair labor practices, including the removal of some 

raises from their contracts. 

 

4/2/16   9am 

Voters in maize passed a 70 million dollar bond project last June. Now, we're seeing that money get put to 

use. Maize middle school is being renovated and expanded. This is one of the bigger projects under the 

bond. The superintendent says it's exciting seeing things progress. <sot verbatim: 51:04 so to see dirt 

moving and to hear that we're reaching different deadlines being able to use the bus path here in the next 

few weeks is pretty exciting so we're seeing progress. 51:14> the bond project will also pay for tornado 

safe rooms, and a career and professional center at maize high school. 

 

4/3/16   Noon 

Your property taxes could go up, depending on what happens this week in Topeka. It has to do with 

funding Kansas schools. Republican lawmakers passed the bill last month - in an effort to comply with a 

state Supreme Court order to improve funding for poor schools. Lawmakers are working on a tough 

mandate - fix the funding or the courts will shut down schools - statewide - by June 30th. The bill would 

redistribute 83 million dollars - already promised to 286 school districts for the next school year. Governor 

Brownback has until Friday to act on the bill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

1/1/16   5pm 

Parts of Illinois and Missouri are still flooded from storms earlier this week. Two dozen people are dead, 

and some rivers are still rising. Marlie Hall is in Arnold Missouri with the latest. 

 

1/2/16   9am 

A cold start to the morning across Kansas, but nothing unusual for January.  A tranquil weather pattern 

over the weekend with temperatures near normal and relatively light winds.  A good day to take down some 

of those Christmas decorations.  Under sunny skies, current temperatures range from the teens across 

western Kansas to the lower 20s central and east.  Winds are generally less than 10 m.p.h., however are 

creating wind chills in the single digits and teens.  Temperatures will warm up into the middle and upper 

40s through the afternoon, so cool but not too bad for January.  A look at the forecast for tonight and 

Sunday along with the 7 Day forecast coming up in a few minutes. 

 

1/3/16   10pm 

Typical January cold will be in place for the start of the new week. The weather pattern will turn active, but 

the better chances for moisture won't arrive until mid-late week. Look for a mostly clear sky into the night. 

Some low clouds may move in from the northeast, but dry conditions should continue for the state. Lows 

will fall into the teens with light winds statewide. Some sunshine is expected on Monday with afternoon 

highs in the upper 30s to near 40. The winds will be increasing across western Kansas. South winds may 

gust over 25 mph. Clouds will increase on Tuesday, but dry weather should continue. The chances for 

drizzle and light rain will increase during the middle of the week. Although we don't expect a big winter 

storm, the chances for some wintry weather will be back toward the end of the week. 

 

1/4/16   5am 

Also new this morning... A 6-point-7 magnitude earthquake hit a remote part of northeast India early this 

morning. At least four people are dead. Another 100 people are hurt. Several buildings are damaged. Police 

say, the deaths and injuries were caused by falling debris. They also say, it will take investigators more 

time to get any information about other injuries in nearby cities because the area is so remote. 

 

1/5/16   5am 

Stronger winds, cloudy skies and more chilly temps. Early Tuesday, skies are mostly cloudy, temps are in 

the teens and 20s with a fresh breeze. Look cloudy to mostly cloudy skies Tuesday with gusty south winds 

and highs ranging from the upper 30s across eastern Kansas to the mid-40s in the northwest. Future Track 

shows us: mostly cloudy skies, gusty winds and chilly temps Tuesday afternoon. Tuesday night into 

Wednesday morning: patchy drizzle/freezing drizzle for southwestern then eastern Kansas. Wednesday 

afternoon: cloudy east, some sun for the west. Wednesday night to Thursday morning: widely scattered rain 

showers/sprinkles. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs in the 40s this week then colder 30s this weekend with 

patchy drizzle/freezing drizzle early Wednesday then rain showers Thursday along with gusty winds 

 

1/6/15   5am 

Another earthquake reported in northern Oklahoma yesterday. This one a two point six magnitude quake 

near the town of Helena. Many of the earthquakes in Oklahoma have been felt here in Kansas. And many 

of those earthquakes are centered in areas where injection wells pump salty wastewater deep into the earth. 

One oil company is denying a request to shut down some of their wells. Emily griffin tells us why. 

 

1/7/16   6am 

Early Thursday, flurries are flying along the Colorado state line while others are seeing areas of light rain. 

Temps are in the 30s for most and winds are light. Expect occasional light rain or showers Thursday over 

central and eastern Kansas with a wintry mix of rain and snow possible northwest of a Wakeeney to Garden 

City line.  Highs will range from the mid-30s around Goodland to the mid to upper 40s near Wichita.  

Winds will be shifting to the north across western Kansas later in the day. 

 

1/8/15   4:30am 



 

 

This cluster of earthquakes has many of you asking questions -- why so many? Are they getting stronger? 

And this question from Shirley - why does it seem they happen at night? We went to the head of Kansas 

geological survey for an answer. Rex Buchanan says they can happen at any time of day, but there's a 

difference in when people notice them. “Typically at night there are fewer appliances going and there's less 

traffic so there isn't that sort of competition for that kind of shaking. So you might be more prone to feel 

them in the evening, but they don't necessarily occur more often in the evening.” As far as the number of 

earthquakes, Buchanan says Oklahoma now leads the continent in seismic activity. He says the frequency 

of earthquakes is not a sign that a bigger one is coming. He says no one can predict that with any certainty. 

 

1/9/16   8am 

A few flurries across the state this morning.  No accumulating snow with activity across central Kansas, 

however snow accumulations of 1-4" have already been reported across northern and western Oklahoma.  

So if you are traveling south into Oklahoma today, there could be some slick spots and snow-packed roads.  

Flurries are possible until midday, then clouds will begin to break during the afternoon with some areas of 

northern Kansas seeing mostly sunny skies late in the day.  An Arctic surge of cold air will push frigid 

temperatures and bitter wind chills into the region through the afternoon into Saturday night.  Temperatures 

will remain nearly steady or even fall throughout the day.  Tonight will be very cold with temperatures 

dropping into the teens and single digits.  Wind chills will be coldest during the early morning hours 

Sunday. Stick around for more details on how long this frigid weather will last and a look at the 7day. 

 

1/10/16   10pm 

More big temperature swings are in store for the upcoming week. Skies will be mostly clear during the 

overnight hours with lows falling to around 20. Light west winds can be expected for most of the area. It 

will not be as cold Monday even with high clouds moving in from the northwest. Highs will still reach the 

low to mid 40s, and there could be some upper 40s in the far west. Look for west to northwest winds in the 

afternoon. Some colder air will push back south Monday night and early Tuesday. Highs will be in the 30s 

and low 40s with sunny skies for Tuesday afternoon. Expect a midweek warming trend that could get some 

areas back into the upper 50s by Thursday. This week should be mainly dry. 

 

 

1/11/16   4:30am 

Ready to ride the temperature roller coaster? Early Monday, skies are mostly clear, temps are around 20 

degrees and winds are light. It will not be nearly as cold Monday as it was over the weekend.  Monday 

afternoon we'll see a mix of clouds and sun with highs topping-out in the low to mid 40s. Future Track 

shows us: a mix of sun and clouds and warmer temps Monday afternoon. Monday night into early Tuesday: 

clear skies south and west, scattered clouds northeast, chilly everywhere. Tuesday afternoon: sunny but a 

bit colder. Tuesday night to Wednesday morning: clear and cold. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs around 45 

Monday then near 40 Tuesday but much warmer Wednesday through Friday followed by another weekend 

cold snap. The week looks dry with gusty winds Thursday through Saturday. 

 

1/12/16   4:30am 

Colder today but there's a quick, midweek, warm-up on the way. Early Tuesday, skies are mostly clear, 

temps are in the 20s and winds are light. Look for sunny to mostly sunny skies Tuesday afternoon with 

highs ranging from the lower 30s northeast to the mid-40s across western Kansas. 

 

1/13/16   5am 

Snow is pummeling parts of New York. This storm system is expected to develop in the area throughout 

the week. Parts of western New York have two feet of snow since Monday, and the snow continues to fall. 

The state has a lot of equipment to clear the roads. Right now, between buffalo and Syracuse, that 

equipment is out in force to try and stay ahead of the snow. 

 

1/14/16   5am 

Even warmer Thursday then temps will tumble hard this weekend. Early Thursday, skies are mostly clear, 

temps are in the 20s and 30s along with a fresh southwest wind. We'll see plenty of sunshine again 

Thursday and the last day of highs in the 50s because a weak cold front will be pushing in from the west 

later in the day.  Future Track shows us: sunny skies and even warmer temps Thursday afternoon. Thursday 



 

 

night into Friday morning: winds shift to the north, scattered clouds arrive and turning colder. Friday 

afternoon: a mix of clouds and sun, 10-15 degrees colder. Friday night into Saturday morning: increasing 

clouds with light snow/flurries across western Kansas. Our 7-Day forecast... Warm again Thursday 

followed by another weekend cold snap with highs in the 30s through Monday then a bit warmer Tuesday 

and Wednesday. We'll stay dry but winds will gusty at times. 

 

1/15/16   4:30am 

Say so long to the 50s, hello 20s and 30s as a cold push of Canadian air plows this weekend.  Early Friday, 

skies are partly cloudy, temps are in the 20s and 30s with a fresh northwest breeze. We'll see a mix of 

clouds and sun and you'll notice much cooler temps Friday along with a stiff northwest breeze.   Afternoon 

highs will be 10 to 15 degrees colder than Thursday, only topping-out in the low to mid 40s for most of our 

state.  Future Track shows us: a mix of clouds and sun, temps 10-15 degrees colder and a fresh northerly 

winds Friday afternoon. Friday night into Saturday morning: increasing clouds with light snow/flurries 

across parts of central and western Kansas. Saturday afternoon: decreasing clouds but chilly. Saturday night 

into Sunday morning: scattered clouds, a few flurries and colder. Our 7-Day forecast... Cooler again Friday 

with a high near 45, then much colder by Sunday with a high near 30 followed by temps warming back to 

around 40 by midweek. Winds will gusty at times and we'll see a chance for moisture Tuesday and or 

Wednesday. 

 

1/16/16   8am 

No major winter storm are forecast for this weekend. It has some of you wondering why crews were out 

treating the roads yesterday...factfinder 12 has your answer. Both Wichita and k-dot were out treating 

bridges. It was mainly for precautionary reasons. K-dot says they do this a lot of times during the winter on 

Fridays for frost control. Next Monday is also a holiday. With the chance of snow on Tuesday crews say 

they want to be ahead of any situation that may arise. The brine that is put on the roads can last for several 

days. 

 

1/17/16   10pm 

After a very cold Monday morning, temperatures will begin warming back up. Although we don't have any 

major storms on the horizon, we do have chances for light moisture heading our way. Overnight, the 

chance for flurries will end with decreasing clouds and diminishing winds. Lows will fall into the single 

digits for most of the state with wind chills running a little below zero. Sunshine on Monday will give way 

to more clouds in the afternoon. Highs will range from the upper 20s in the east to near 50 around 

Goodland. The winds will turn to the south/southeast. Monday night will be dry, but clouds take over on 

Tuesday with some light drizzle or light snow developing in the afternoon. It shouldn't be very heavy, but 

Tuesday evening will have a chance to see some light wintry precipitation around the state. The best chance 

for snow accumulation will be in Nebraska Tuesday night. Kansas will be between storms on Wednesday, 

with another system rolling in Thursday that will bring another chance for some light wintry precipitation. 

 

1/18/16   6am 

After a frigid weekend, not quite as cold, with chances for snow this week.  Early Monday, skies are mostly 

cloudy, temps are in the teens and winds are fairly light but wind chills are in the single-digits. We'll see a 

mix of clouds and sun Monday with highs ranging from the upper 20s for parts eastern Kansas, to near 50 

around Goodland. 

 

1/19/16   5am 

Another chilly day on the way with light snow or flurries Tuesday. Early Tuesday, skies cloudy with patchy 

light snow and flurries for some.  Temps are in the 20s and winds are fresh with wind chills in the teens. 

We'll see gray skies Tuesday with areas of light snow and flurries.  The best bet to see an inch or two of 

snow will be over northeastern Kansas.   

 

1/20/16   Noon 

Some school districts have delayed start times today because of the winter weather. You'll find them 

running at the bottom of your screen. We also expect more closings tonight. You can find them with our 

kwch and storm team 12 apps, and on kwch dot com. 

 



 

 

1/21/16   6am 

A storm system plows away from Kansas Thursday but winter's chill sticks around.  Early Thursday, an 

area of light snow is still spinning through northeastern Kansas with patchy freezing fog and drizzle 

elsewhere. Temps are in the teens and 20s and winds are light. Look for gray skies and a few flurries east 

and a mix of sun and clouds for western Kansas Thursday afternoon.  Highs will be in the 30s with gusty 

northerly winds. Future Track shows us:  patchy light snow/flurries over the east with some peeks of sun 

and gusty winds for western Kansas by Thursday afternoon. Thursday night into Friday morning: mostly 

cloudy and chilly. Friday afternoon: decreasing clouds, still chilly. Friday night into Saturday morning: 

mostly clear and cold. Our 7-Day forecast... highs will warm into the 40s this weekend, then fall back into 

the 30s again Monday-Tuesday then warm-up again later next week. We'll see another chance for light 

rain/snow Sunday night into Monday morning with gusty winds at times. 

 

1/22/16   6am 

A welcome chance to thaw-out this weekend as warmer temps arrive.  Early Friday, skies are partly to 

mostly cloudy with patchy freezing fog over parts of the west. Temps are in the teens and 20s, winds are 

fresh from the north. We can expect decreasing clouds Friday afternoon with highs ranging from the lower 

30s east to the mid-40s for parts of western Kansas. Future Track shows us: decreasing clouds, but still 

chilly, Friday afternoon. Friday night into Saturday morning: mostly clear to partly cloudy skies, cold. 

Saturday afternoon: mostly sunny and warmer. Saturday night into Sunday morning: increasing clouds but 

dry. Our 7-Day forecast... highs warming into the upper 40s by Sunday, then falling back into the 30s again 

Monday-Tuesday then warm-up again later next week. We'll see another chance for light rain/snow Sunday 

night into Monday morning with gusty winds at times. 

 

1/23/16   9am 

While the blizzard continues to pound the Northeast, weather conditions across Kansas remain tranquil.  

The low clouds will hang around most of the day with a few breaks possible by afternoon across central 

Kansas.  Western Kansas will see more sunshine by late afternoon allowing temperatures to warm up into 

the 40s and 50s.  Central and eastern Kansas will only top out in the upper 30s to near 40.  Temperatures 

will be warmer tomorrow, despite the clouds, allowing for more thawing.  A weak weather system will 

develop by Sunday evening and move across the state overnight into Monday.  A few sprinkles or flurries 

are possible, otherwise turning windy and colder as it moves through.  More details on a potential "major" 

warming trend headed our way and another look at the East Coast blizzard in a few minutes. 

 

1/24/16   5:30pm 

A fast moving storm system will cross the area early Monday, producing some light wintry precipitation for 

central and northern Kansas. Lows will fall into the 20s across the west with low 30s in central Kansas. 

Light freezing drizzle or flurries may create some slick conditions in central and northern Kansas Monday 

morning. Road conditions will likely improve Monday afternoon with mostly cloudy skies and much cooler 

temperatures. Highs will be in the 30s and lower 40s. Northwest winds will be gusty, keeping wind chills 

lower through the day. Expect more chilly weather Tuesday with sunshine throughout the day. A big warm 

up is on the way for late week with highs rebounding into the 60s 

 

1/25/16   5am 

Colder with a few slick spots Monday then temps surging into the 60s later this week. Early Monday, 

patchy freezing drizzle and flurries are moving east across parts of Kansas. Temps are in the 20s and 30s 

with gusty northwest winds for some. Road conditions will improve Monday afternoon, after a few 

morning slick spots, under a mostly cloudy sky.  It will be much cooler Monday with highs in the 30s and 

lower 40s along with gusty Northwest winds. Future Track shows us: decreasing clouds, gusty winds and 

colder temps late Monday afternoon. Monday night into Tuesday morning: mostly clear and cold. Tuesday 

afternoon: mostly sunny, still chilly. Tuesday night into Wednesday morning: clear and chilly. Our 7-Day 

forecast... highs in the lower 40s Monday and Tuesday, warming into the lower 60s Friday and Saturday. 

Right now our week looks storm-free and dry with tame winds. 

 

1/26/16   6am 

Winter's chill today then temps surging into the 60s by week's end.  Early Tuesday, skies are mostly clear 

to partly cloudy, temps: teens and 20s, winds are light. Despite mostly sunny skies, expect more chilly 



 

 

weather Tuesday with highs in the 40s. Northwest winds will back-down by afternoon but wind chills will 

be in the 30s. Future Track shows us: mostly sunny skies but still chilly Tuesday afternoon. Tuesday night 

into Wednesday morning: clear and chilly. Wednesday afternoon: sunny and warmer with tame winds. 

Wednesday night to Thursday morning: mostly clear, chilly again. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs in the lower 

40s Tuesday, warming into the lower 60s Friday and Saturday then falling back to around 45 again Monday 

with a chance for rain. 

 

1/27/16   6am 

The Donald says... He out of tomorrow's g-o-p debate. The debate is the last one before Monday’s Iowa 

caucuses. Trump has criticized fox news for "playing games" and for including anchor Megyn Kelly as a 

debate moderator. Trump calls Kelly a third-rate reporter who is bad at her job and shouldn't be allowed to 

participate. 

 

1/28/16   6am 

Look for more sunshine, light west to northwest winds and highs close to 60 by Thursday afternoon. Our 7-

Day forecast... Highs in the lower 50s Thursday, then 60s Friday and Saturday followed by temps tumbling 

into the lower 30s by the middle of next week. Winds will be gusty winds early next week, ushering in the 

cold air, and we'll see scattered rain showers Monday then blowing snow Tuesday. 

 

1/29/16   6am 

A few more warm days followed by a windy, cold, white winter storm early next week.  Early Friday, skies 

are clear, temps are near 30 and winds are light. The wind will freshen-up a bit Friday and Saturday, 

especially and we'll see more blue skies and very warm temps with highs in the mid to upper 60s. 

Future Track shows us: mostly sunny and warmer Friday afternoon. Friday night into Saturday morning: 

scattered clouds move in but we'll stay dry. Saturday afternoon: partly cloudy and warm. Saturday night 

into Sunday morning: scattered clouds and a few passing rain/snow showers along the Kansas - Nebraska 

state line. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs in the 60s Friday and Saturday followed by temps tumbling into the 

lower 30s by the middle of next week. Winds will be gusty winds early next week, making it feel even 

colder, with rain showers likely Monday then light snow and blowing snow Tuesday. 

 

1/30/16   9am 

Firefighters in butler county hope today won't be a repeat of yesterday. This is what they were dealing with. 

Windy weather helped fuel several brush fires. Jade DeGood talked with crews about the difficult, dry 

conditions. 

 

1/31/16   10pm 

A winter storm moves into Kansas Monday, we will see rain and snow chances increase around the state. 

Skies will be turning cloudy with some fog developing in northwest Kansas by early Monday. Lows will 

range from the mid-20s in the northwest to mid-30s around Wichita. Snow will begin by mid-morning in 

northwest Kansas, with some rain developing in the southwest by mid to late afternoon. Highs will still 

reach the 50s around central and eastern Kansas, but it will be colder in the far west where highs will be in 

the 30s and lower 40s. The most dangerous driving conditions will be Monday night into early Tuesday 

across western and northern Kansas with blizzard conditions possible. Heaviest snow accumulations will be 

north of I-70 with some amounts between 6-9 inches. Much colder air will be moving south into the state 

Tuesday afternoon. Highs will be in the 20s and 30s. Wind chills by Wednesday morning will fall below 

zero for western Kansas with single digits elsewhere. 

 

2/1/16   6am 

A winter storm will make travel difficult tonight over northern Kansas due to blizzard conditions.  Early 

Monday, skies are mostly cloudy with an area of light rain moving through central Kansas. Temps are in 

the 30s and 40s with light winds. Snow will crank-up by mid-morning across northwest Kansas, with rain 

showers developing in the southwest later in the day. Highs will reach the 50s around central and eastern 

Kansas but it will be much colder over the far west where highs will be only be in the 30s and lower 40s. 

Future Track shows us: snow moving into western Kansas with rain for the east Monday afternoon. 

Monday night into Tuesday morning: heavy snow and blowing snow to the north, rain ending south and 

east. Tuesday afternoon: light snow winds down to flurries, windy and colder. Tuesday night into 



 

 

Wednesday morning: decreasing clouds and wind, much colder. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs in the 50s 

Monday falling into Tuesday-Wednesday then warming back to around 50 Sunday. Winds will be gusty 

through Wednesday and again Sunday. We'll be dry after Tuesday. 

 

2/2/16   5:30am 

A powerful winter storm moves away from Kansas leaving Gusty winds and cold temps behind.  Early 

Tuesday, blizzard-white out conditions over northwest Kansas with rain lifting north across the east. Temps 

range from the 20s northwest to the lower 40s southeast with gusty winds. Tuesday afternoon will be windy 

and much colder. The snow and blowing snow in northern and western Kansas will taper off to flurries by 

sunset. Elsewhere, the rain will end but clouds will stick around with nearly steady temperatures and gusty 

northwest winds. 

 

2/3/16   4:30am 

The winter storm plows away from Kansas leaving us with gusty winds and cold temps.  

Early Wednesday, temps over the deepest snow cover have fallen into the single-digits with teens and 20s 

elsewhere.  Winds are still gusty over the east and wind chills range from near zero northwest to the single 

digits and teens for the rest. Look for decreasing clouds Wednesday afternoon with highs in the 20s over 

snow-packed northwest Kansas with mid to upper 30s where there isn't any snow on the ground.  

Northwest winds will back-down this afternoon but wind chills will stay bitter most of the day. Future 

Track shows us: decreasing clouds and wind but much colder Wednesday afternoon. Wednesday night to 

Thursday morning: clear skies, cold, light winds. Thursday afternoon: sunny and warmer.  Thursday night 

into Friday morning: increasing clouds, a few flurries/snow showers west. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs near 

40 Wednesday, warming back to around 50 Friday-Sunday then turning colder again early next week. 

Winds will be gusty early Wednesday and again Monday and Tuesday. Right now our forecast looks dry. 

 

2/4/16   6am 

Bright and calm but brisk Thursday then warmer Friday and Saturday. Early Thursday, skies are clear, 

winds are light. Temps over the snow cover have fallen to near 5 degrees in the northwest to near 20 around 

south-central Kansas. Look for sunny skies Thursday with a westerly wind that could get a bit gusty around 

western Kansas later in the day. Highs will range from the 30s over the snow-pack to the mid and upper 40s 

across southern parts of our state. 

 

2/5/16   4:30am 

Gray skies, a few flakes today, then brighter, warmer Saturday. Early Friday, skies are mostly cloudy with 

a few flurries over northwest Kansas. Temps are in the teens and 20s with light winds. Flurries will fade by 

midday and central and eastern Kansas won't see a lot of sun Friday afternoon but the northwest corner of 

our state will likely have some late-day clearing. Highs will range from around 30 in the northwest to the 

upper 40s near Wichita. Future Track shows us: partly to mostly cloudy skies but dry Friday afternoon. 

Friday night into Saturday morning: chilly with decreasing clouds. Saturday afternoon: sunny to mostly 

sunny and mild. Saturday night into Sunday morning: scattered clouds, chilly. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs 

in around Friday-Sunday then turning colder again early next week only to warm again by Wednesday and 

Thursday. Winds will be gusty Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. Right now our extended forecast looks dry. 

 

2/6/16   8am 

A cold start to the day across Kansas with temperatures in the teens and 20s.  Coldest areas are located 

across northwest Kansas, where snow is still on the ground.  A few clouds in the northwest, however 

sunshine will prevail statewide through the afternoon.  Winds will remain light with temperatures warming 

up into the 40s and 50s.  A cold front moves in tonight with gusty northerly winds expect Sunday.  The 

front will usher in cooler air too.  Highs on Sunday will be in the 40s to lower 50s before the front moves 

through, then expect steady or falling temperatures.  The wind will make it feel considerably colder, 

especially during the afternoon.  More details on the windy Super Bowl Sunday and a look at the 7 day in a 

few minutes. 

 

2/7/16   10pm 

Expect the windy weather to continue for a few more days with cooler temperatures arriving for Monday. 

Wind gusts from the northwest will end up close to 30 mph during the night. Lows will fall into the 20s for 



 

 

most of the state, but due to the gusty winds, wind chills will be down in the teens. Look for a much cooler 

day Monday. Highs will be in the 40s, except in northern Kansas where some remaining snow on the 

ground will keep highs in the 30s. Northwest winds will gust over 40 mph and the fire danger will be very 

high. Expect more wind again Tuesday with an increase in clouds. Highs will range from 40s east to some 

50s in the west. It looks like the wind will start backing down Tuesday night and especially by Wednesday. 

Dry weather is very likely for the upcoming week. 

 

2/8/16   6am 

Wicked winds will blow in cooler temps. Early Monday, skies are mostly clear, northwest winds are gusty 

and temps are in the 20s. Monday will be much cooler than it was over the weekend with highs in the 40s 

except for northwest Kansas where there's still snow on the ground.  Northwest winds will gust over 40 

mph and the fire danger will be high under a mostly sunny sky. 

 

2/9/16   5am 

A grass fire in Rice County is being investigated as suspicious. The sterling fire chief tells us there are 

several places it could have started Sunday afternoon. Meanwhile another grass fire yesterday burned 160 

acres in Butler County. Crews there were able to put it out in a matter of hours. Nobody was hurt and no 

homes were damaged by either fire. 

 

2/10/16   5pm 

70 degree temperatures will be traded in for some cooler weather on Thursday. A cold front will slip 

through the state overnight and bring the winds around to the north. Lows will fall into the 20s with light 

northwest winds. There will be a few more clouds Thursday as afternoon highs fall into the 40s for central 

and eastern Kansas. It will be a little milder in the west with highs still climbing into the 50s. Winds will be 

variable around Kansas and should be under 20 mph. Look for another cold front to arrive Friday. It will 

remain dry despite the increase in clouds. Highs will be in the 40s and 50s with north winds. It will turn 

colder Friday night and Saturday should have highs mainly in the 30s. The next chance for measurable 

moisture isn't until the last week of February. 

 

2/11/16   5am 

Early Thursday, skies are mostly clear to partly cloudy, winds are fresh and temps are in the 20s and 30s. 

Look for a mix of sun and clouds Thursday afternoon and cooler temps behind a cold front. Highs will 

range from the mid-50s west to the 40s east with wind speeds under 20 mph. 

 

2/12/16   6am 

Early Friday, skies are clear to partly cloudy, winds are light, and temps are in the 20s. Behind another cold 

front Friday, central and eastern Kansas will see highs in the 40s, but low clouds north of I-70, could mean 

a few chilly 30s.  Highs around 50 are possible over southwest Kansas with more sunshine. 

 

2/13/16   8am 

Storm Team 12 Meteorologist Molly McCollum says expect this afternoon to be quite a bit colder than the 

past few days. Afternoon highs will be in the 30's and 40's but factor in the gusty wind and it will feel bitter 

outside. The winds will start to back off by the late evening hours and lows tonight will drop into the upper 

20's and low 30's. It will be a chilly start to Valentine's Day but by afternoon temperatures will soar into the 

low to mid 50's. There is a slight chance of seeing a few light showers or flurries Sunday night into Monday 

morning. Sunday will be the start to a warming trend that will bring Spring-like weather next week. We 

might even break a few record highs on Thursday.  Wichita Area Forecast: Today:  Becoming mostly 

sunny, breezy.   Wind: E 10-20; gusty.  High: 38. 

Tonight:  Increasing clouds.  Wind: SE 10-20.  Low: 30. 

Valentines Day:  Patchy freezing fog early, then becoming mostly cloudy.   Wind: SE/NW 5-10.  High: 54. 

Sunday night:  Becoming partly cloudy.  Wind: NW 5-10.  Low: 33. 

Mon: High: 59  Partly clouyd to mostly sunny.   

Tue: High: 60  Low: 37  Mostly sunny, a bit breezy.   

Wed: High: 64  Low: 35  Sunny. 

Thu: High: 73  Low: 42  Mostly sunny, breezy, warm.  

Fri: High: 69  Low: 49  Becoming mostly sunny.  



 

 

Sat: High: 60  Low: 34  Mostly sunny. 

 

2/14/16   5:30pm 

A huge warmup is on the way for this week with record highs likely by Thursday. High clouds will 

continue to move in from the northwest through the night. Dry weather is expected with lows in the low to 

mid-30s. The winds should remain fairly light. On Monday, skies will be turning mostly sunny with breezy 

northwest winds, gusting to just over 20 or 25 mph. A cold front will drop through the area Monday night, 

but it won't change the temperatures too much. Highs will be back close to 60 once again Tuesday 

afternoon under mostly sunny skies. It will be a little windy for central and eastern Kansas. Highs will be 

close to 70 for Wednesday and a record setting day is on the way for Thursday with afternoon temperatures 

close to 80. The only downside is that the fire danger will be extreme. 

 

2/15/16   5:30am 

A series of earthquakes shake Oklahoma over the weekend.... With the strongest a 5-point-1 magnitude. 

The United States geological survey says... The earthquake could be felt in seven other states including 

here in Kansas. It was the third strongest earthquake ever recorded in the state. The u-s-g-s says... At least 

10 other earthquakes ranging from a 2-point-5 to a 3-point-9 magnitude were recorded in the same area. 

 

2/16/16   Noon 

The south was hit pretty hard last night, as at least 16 tornadoes swept through Florida, Mississippi, and 

Alabama. In Florida, the storms downed trees, power lines and damaged several homes. Marlie hall reports 

on the aftermath of this latest round of storms. 

 

2/17/16   5:30am 

Warm Wednesday; Record highs and wicked winds Thursday. Early Wednesday, skies are mostly clear, 

winds are fairly light and temps are in the 30s. Wednesday afternoon, look for mostly sunny skies with 

afternoon highs in the mid to upper 60s.  Winds will be out of the south but should stay under 20 mph most 

of the day. Future Track shows us: mostly sunny skies, warm temps and tame winds Wednesday afternoon. 

Wednesday night into Thursday morning: getting breezy, pretty mild. Thursday afternoon: sunny, VERY 

windy and VERY warm.  Thursday night into Friday morning: passing highs clouds, winds back-down, 

still mild. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs near 65 Wednesday, warming to near 80 Thursday then falling back 

into the 40s by Tuesday. The next 7 days still look dry with gusty winds Thursday and Friday. 

 

2/18/16   5:30am 

Record highs, howling winds and an extreme fire danger Thursday. Early Thursday, skies are mostly clear, 

winds are gusty already and temps are in the 30s and 40s. Look for highs around 80 degrees Thursday 

afternoon under a mostly sunny sky.  Several cities and towns will see record highs by day's end and it will 

also be VERY windy. 

 

 

 

2/19/16   6am 

Hays looked a lot different yesterday than it did just a little over two weeks ago. It wasn't that long ago that 

hays was dealing with blizzard conditions. It forced part of eye 70 to be shut down....the high temperature 

that day...36 degrees. Yesterday, it got up to a record-breaking 91 degrees. Hays came in a four way tie for 

the warmest place in the u-s along with Roswell, New Mexico...Canadian, Texas and buffalo Oklahoma 

with that 91 degrees. Other places in Kansas weren't that far behind. Folks in garden city - you saw a high 

temperature of 89 degrees. Just look at how that compares to other places you usually think of as being hot. 

In phoenix Arizona, the high was 82 degrees. The high temperature in El Paso Texas came in at 85 degrees. 

And Miami Florida only got up to 78 degrees...nowhere near garden city or hays. Besides the heat you 

probably noticed something else outside. The strong winds. A viewer sent us this photo near Cheney Lake. 

They say the wind was strong enough to blow over her above ground pool. 

 

2/20/16   8am 



 

 

You could see it from miles away. Crews battled a house fire in Sumner County, not far from Belle Plaine. 

It started around seven last night. Crews were still on the scene three hours later. So far, we don't know if 

anyone was inside the home when the fire started, or what caused the fire to start. 

 

2/21/16   5:30pm 

Fire crews from butler and Greenwood County are fighting a grassfire we're told it started earlier this 

afternoon east of Leon. Rachel Skytta joins us now live with what we know. 

 

2/22/16   Noon 

A little moisture is in the forecast for parts of Kansas tomorrow. Mostly some light rain but some snow 

could mix in early tomorrow in the southwest. That storm could bring severe weather to parts of the Gulf 

coast. Here are the current conditions and forecasts. 

 

2/23/16   6am 

Nearly 30 people were killed when a powerful cyclone hit the island nation of Fiji. A government 

spokesperson says... The island had been pretty much flattened... And there are few buildings left. Cyclone 

Winston tore through the island Saturday and Sunday with winds up to 177 miles per hour - Making it the 

strongest storm ever - to hit the island. 

 

2/24/16   Noon 

People in the Carolinas and along the east coast brace for a round of the severe weather.... That already 

slammed the Gulf States last night. At least three people were killed and dozens hospitalized after 

tornadoes swept across Louisiana, Mississippi, Florida, and Georgia. Kenneth Craig is in Atlanta with the 

latest. 

 

2/25/16   Noon 

The same deadly storm system that brought tornadoes to the gulf coast moved into the northeast, causing 

major damage and cutting power for thousands. From the Carolinas, to Virginia...on up to 

Pennsylvania...the storms have killed at least eight people. Jamie Yuccas has the latest from New York. 

 

2/26/16   6am 

Spring-like temps and gusty winds this weekend. Early Friday, skies are clear, winds are light and temps 

are in the teens and 20s. Look for a few high clouds, shifting winds and warmer temps Friday afternoon. 

Highs will top-out in the upper 50s and mid-60s Friday afternoon. Future Track shows us: sunny skies, a 

fresh breeze, and much warmer temps Friday afternoon. Friday night to Saturday morning: clear but not so 

chilly. Saturday afternoon: sunny, breezy and even warmer. Saturday night to Sunday morning: clear, cool 

and quiet. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs around 60 Friday, around 70 Saturday, then turning cooler through 

the middle of next week. Winds will be gusty this weekend and again Tuesday and Wednesday. Look for 

rain chances late Tuesday to early Wednesday. 

 

 

2/27/16   8am 

A chilly start to the morning with temperatures in the 20s and 30s, so a jacket will be needed for the next 

couple of hours, however a big warm-up is in the forecast today.  Highs will reach the 70s statewide with 

temperatures close to 80 in extreme southwest Kansas.  The warm temperatures, dormant vegetation and 

dry, breezy weather conditions expected this afternoon means there is an extreme fire danger across 

Kansas.  A Red Flag Warning will go into effect at Noon and continue through 6 P.M., for portions of 

central and western Kansas.  Wind gusts between 30-40 M.P.H., are possible, contributing to the extreme 

fire threat.  How long will this warm weather last and when is our next chance of moisture?  Those 

questions answered and a look at the 7 Day forecast in a few minutes. 

 

2/28/16   5:30pm 

Most of Kansas will have wind and warm temperatures for Monday afternoon. Skies will be mainly clear 

overnight with decreasing winds and lows falling into the 30s. Clouds will begin to increase Monday as a 

fast moving storm system approaches from the west. Wind gusts will be up around 30 mph with highs into 

the 70s during the afternoon. There will be a chance for some rain showers Monday night, and it could mix 



 

 

with some very light snow for central and northern Kansas. No snow accumulation is expected, and even 

the rain showers will be pretty light. As the storm system exits on Tuesday, gusty northwest winds will help 

to push in cooler weather. Highs will drop back into the lower 50s with decreasing clouds. Another storm 

could approach for the middle of the week, but it's not expected to produce much more than just a few 

sprinkles. 

 

2/29/16   Noon 

Just some slight chances for any rain or snow tonight. If it's snow there shouldn't be any accumulations. HD 

Future Track shows just some spotty showers tonight. Here are the current conditions and forecasts. 

 

3/1/16   5am 

Clouds move out, but cooler temps and gusty winds, blow back into Kansas Tuesday. Early Tuesday, 

sprinkles/patchy freezing drizzle, moving east; Clear skies west. Temps are in the 30s with a fresh northerly 

breeze and wind chills in the 20s. We can expect seasonal highs in the 50s on this March 1st but gusty 

northwest winds will make it feel much cooler despite mostly sunny skies by Tuesday afternoon. 

Future Track shows us: decreasing clouds, gusty winds and cooler temps Tuesday afternoon. Tuesday night 

to Wednesday morning: mostly clear, calmer, colder. Wednesday afternoon: passing clouds but much 

warmer.  Wednesday evening: passing showers northeast, dry elsewhere. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs near 

55 Tuesday then bouncing between the mid 60ss and 50s the rest of the week; Mild mid to upper 60s this 

weekend. Winds will be gusty at times and we'll see scattered storms late Sunday and again Monday. 

 

3/2/16   6am 

Check this out. Part of a car falls into a sinkhole in Kansas City Missouri. People in the area say... City 

crews left the hole uncovered when they went home for the day... But taped the area off. Last night... A 

woman got out of a car and took the tape down. That's when a different woman who was driving drove into 

the hole. The passenger says... It was too dark for her to see the hole. The driver was taken to the hospital 

with a possible broken nose. 

 

3/3/16   Noon 

Things will warm up over the next couple of days. Then comes the chance for showers and thunderstorms. 

There are indications that there could be some isolated severe storms on Monday. HD Future Track shows 

mostly clear and dry conditions for the next couple of days. Here are the current conditions and forecasts. 

 

3/4/16   5am 

Early Friday, skies are mostly clear with temps in the 30s and light winds. Skies will be mostly sunny 

Friday afternoon and winds will get stronger as the day grows longer. A dry front will shift winds to the 

north over northwest Kansas but the rest of us will have gusty southerly winds topping 35 mph at times. 

Most of the state will see highs around 70 and the fire danger will be extreme once again because we've 

been so dry. 

 

3/5/16   6pm 

Expect clouds to increase overnight and a chance of few Sunday morning rain showers in the Wichita area. 

A wind advisory and red flag warning for extreme fire danger will be in effect from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 

Sunday. We could see strong southerly wind gusts up to 45 mph in the afternoon. Expect a warm Sunday in 

the 70's with a few areas in southwestern Kansas reaching 80.   

 

3/6/16   5:30pm 

A windy and warm day is coming up Monday with a small chance for some severe weather Monday 

evening. The main threat will be some large hail. Sunday night-Monday morning will be windy with lows 

ranging from 40 degrees near Goodland to around 60 for Wichita. Extreme fire danger shows up once again 

Monday as much of the state is looking at gusty south winds. Temperatures will warm to 75-80 degrees. 

Strongest winds will be over central and eastern Kansas. Isolated strong storms may develop after 5 p.m. 

Monday with large hail up to quarter size expected. Late Monday night, the severe threat will diminish but 

the chance for rain will continue. There will be a lingering chance for some rain and isolated thunder into 

Tuesday, especially from southwest into central and eastern Kansas. Severe weather is not likely Tuesday 

as temperatures cool into the 50s and 60s. Dry weather and lighter winds return for the middle of the week. 



 

 

 

3/7/16   6am 

Windy and warm with an extreme fire danger Monday. Early Monday, skies are clear west, cloudy east 

where winds are gusty. Temps are in the 40s-50s. We'll have an extreme fire danger again Monday with 

most of Kansas enduring another day of gusty south winds. The strongest winds will be found over central 

and eastern parts of our state where gusts will to 40 mph at times. Monday highs will range from 75 to 80 

degrees with mostly sunny skies west and mostly cloudy skies for the east. 

 

3/8/16   4:30am 

Winds ease-up, rain chances rise. Early Tuesday, skies mostly cloudy, winds are fresh and temps range 

from the 30s northwest to near 60 southeast. After a windy, warm Monday with several record highs, 

Tuesday afternoon will be cooler, with lighter winds, statewide.  Highs will be in the 60s with winds 

shifting to the northeast under 25 mph.  Parts of eastern Kansas could see a few passing showers. Our 7-

Day forecast... Highs around 65 Tuesday, then low to mid 60s through Sunday. Winds will be gusty again 

Thursday and Friday and we'll see a few rain showers Wednesday and possibly, Friday night. 

 

3/9/16   5:30am 

Spotty sprinkles for some, mild for everyone. Early Wednesday, skies are partly to mostly cloudy, winds 

are light and temps range from the 20s northwest to near 40 southeast. We can expect light northeast winds 

Wednesday afternoon with highs in the low to mid-60s. Look for mostly blue skies west but clouds, and a 

few sprinkles, the farther east you go. Future Track shows us: sun west, clouds and spotty sprinkles east 

Wednesday afternoon. Wednesday night into Thursday morning: decreasing clouds and cooler. Thursday 

afternoon: sunny and mild. Thursday night into Friday morning: mostly clear and chilly. Our 7-Day 

forecast... Highs in the low to mid 60s through Sunday then warming into the 70s early next week. We 

could see a few rain showers Friday night. Winds will be gusty again Tuesday and Wednesday. 

 

3/10/16   6am 

A couple nice days then another chance to get wet. Early Thursday, skies are partly to mostly cloudy with a 

few showers over northwestern Kansas. Winds are light; Temps are in the 30s and 40s. Look for mostly 

sunny skies Thursday afternoon with highs in the mid-60s along with light north to northeast winds. Future 

Track shows us: lots of sunshine and a few high clouds Thursday afternoon. Thursday night into Friday 

morning: mostly clear and chilly. Friday afternoon: increasing clouds south, sun north. Friday night into 

Saturday morning: mostly cloudy skies with a few sprinkles/showers east, dry west. Our 7-Day forecast... 

Highs in the low to mid 60s through Saturday then warming into the mid-70s by Tuesday. Look for a few 

rain showers Friday night into Saturday morning. Winds will be gusty again Tuesday and Thursday. 

 

3/11/16   6am 

A fine Friday then Saturday showers. Early Friday, skies are clear to partly cloudy, winds are light and 

temps are in the 30s and 40s. Look for mostly sunny skies Friday except for southeastern Kansas where 

clouds will be moving in later in the day.  Highs will top out in the mid to upper 60s and winds will be a 

little gusty across western Kansas by afternoon. Future Track shows us: increasing clouds southeast, mostly 

sunny skies elsewhere Friday afternoon. Friday night into Saturday morning: mostly cloudy skies with 

showers/light rain east but dry weather west. Saturday afternoon: gray but dry and a bit cooler. Saturday 

night into Sunday morning: cloudy skies, spotty sprinkles. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs in the 60s today and 

Saturday then warming into the mid-70s Monday followed by tumbling temps later nest week. Look for a 

few rain showers tonight and Saturday morning. Winds will be gusty again at times next week. 

 

3/12/16   8am 

A Dense Fog Advisory until 10 A.M.  Visibility less than 1/4 of a mile across sections of central Kansas.  

An upper level disturbance over Texas will lift northeast today, keeping clouds thick for most areas of the 

state.  Another wave of upper level energy, moving in from the west, will bring more chances of 

precipitation (rain) to western and central Kansas again tonight and Sunday.  Showers will be scattered and 

not everyone will see them, however those that do might pick up 0.10" to 0.25" of rain before the system 

moves out Sunday afternoon.  Rainfall last night and this morning has been light with most areas picking 

up about 0.10" of moisture. Today highs will only reach the 60s with cloudy skies and light winds for 

central and eastern Kansas.  Wind speeds will get gusty across western Kansas late in the day.  Tonight 



 

 

scattered showers for the west moving into central Kansas by morning.  Temperatures will remain above 

freezing overnight and warm into the 60s and low 70s on Sunday. The atmosphere will be a little more 

unstable through the Sunday afternoon, so some of those showers may develop into thunder showers or 

storms.  No severe weather is expected.  We begin to dry out and warm up significantly on Monday with 

plenty of sunshine, temperatures will reach the 70s to near 80.  A great start to "spring Break" for many 

students.  Unfortunately the nice weather will only last a couple of days as the wind will pick up and 

temperatures will get progressively cooler through the week.  By Friday high will only reach the 40s and 

50s across Kansas.  There is also a slight chance of showers by Thursday night into Friday. 

 

3/13/16   10pm 

Fog should develop over central and eastern Kansas early Monday, but then sun returns for the afternoon 

along with a big warmup. Morning temperatures Monday will be in the 30s and 40s, but should all be 

above freezing. Winds will be very light. Look for sunshine Monday afternoon and that will warm up 

southern Kansas into the lower 80s. Farther north, temperatures will be in the upper 70s. It will turn windy 

heading into Tuesday as temperatures begin to cool down gradually. Highs will slip back into the 60s for 

the middle of the week. We will be watching a storm late in the week that will interact with some colder 

weather. Chances for some light rain and snow will return by Friday, and even overnight lows will likely 

drop below freezing for a couple of mornings. Stay tuned. 

 

3/14/16   5am 

Dense fog early, sunshine and warm temps this afternoon but a late week storm is brewing. Early Monday, 

dense fog blankets eastern Kansas with clear skies west. Winds are light and temps are in the 30s and 40s. 

Look for a mix of sun and clouds Monday with a fresh southerly breeze and temps soaring into the upper 

70s to lower 80s. Future Track shows us: fog is gone by mid-morning then mostly sunny skies and much 

warmer Monday afternoon. Monday night into Tuesday morning: passing clouds with a front moving 

through but dry. Tuesday afternoon: mostly sunny, windy and cooler. Tuesday night into Wednesday 

morning: mostly clear and colder. Forecast Today - Tonight forecast - Tomorrow's forecast Our 7-Day 

forecast... Highs near 80 Monday then cooling to around 60 by week's end; Even colder Saturday. Look for 

a few rain/snow showers Friday night, otherwise dry. Winds will be gusty Tuesday through Thursday. 

 

3/15/16   5am 

A Tuesday cold front brings gusty winds, cooler weather and an extreme fire danger. Early Tuesday, skies 

are mostly clear to partly cloudy, northerly winds are fresh with temps in the 30s and 40s. Look for a mix 

of sun and passing high clouds Tuesday with a gusty northwest winds topping 40 mph at times.  Afternoon 

highs will be in the 60s statewide. 

 

3/16/16   4:30am 

"Cooler" temps Wednesday and a fresh breeze but nothing like Tuesday's howling winds. Early 

Wednesday, skies are mostly clear east and mostly cloudy west. Winds are light and temps are in the 20s 

and 30s. It will be breezy Wednesday with northwest winds gusting to around 30 mph at times under a 

partly cloudy sky. Afternoon highs will range from the upper 50s to the mid-60s. Future Track shows us: 

thinning clouds, a fresh northwest winds and cooler temps Wednesday afternoon. Wednesday night into 

Thursday morning: mostly clear and chilly. Thursday afternoon: mostly sunny to partly cloudy skies. 

Thursday night into Friday morning: increasing clouds, a few rain showers possible for eastern Kansas. Our 

7-Day forecast... Highs near 65 Wednesday, cooling to near 50 Friday and Saturday then warming up again 

Sunday and Monday. Look for a few rain showers Friday, otherwise dry. Winds will be gusty Wednesday 

and again early next week. 

 

3/17/16   5:30am 

Storm Team 12 Meteorologist Molly McCollum says that we will see a break from the wind today with 

temperatures staying pretty mild. We are in for a nice St. Patrick's Day with highs in the low to mid 60's. 

We will see a few more clouds in the afternoon and evening hours. If you're headed out for St. Patrick's 

Day festivities this evening it will on the chilly side taking a slow tumble back into the upper 30's. A few 

light showers are possible in central and southeastern Kansas through the overnight hours. Those scattered 

showers will continue for southeastern Kansas on Friday while northern and western Kansas has a chance 

to see some light snow. In the areas that snow does fall, we expect accumulations to be limited thanks to 



 

 

the warm ground temperatures. Otherwise, Friday will be one of the coldest days we've seen since late 

February with afternoon highs struggling to reach the 40s in places. The colder air won't stick around for 

long. We will be back right back into the 60s on Sunday with 70s on the way for Monday.  

Wichita Area Forecast: St. Patrick’s Day:  Mostly sunny and mild.  Wind: W 5-10.  High: 66. 

Tonight:  Increasing clouds, a few light showers late.  Wind: N/NE 5-10.  Low: 39. 

Tomorrow:  Cloudy, much colder. A few scattered showers. Breezy.  Wind: NE 15-25;gusty.  High: 45. 

Tomorrow night: Decreasing clouds.  Wind: NW 15-20; gusty.  Low: 29. 

Sat: High: 52  Mostly sunny.  

Sun: High: 60  Low: 27  Sunny, warmer.  

Mon: High: 70  Low: 38  Sunny, warmer, breezy. 

Tue: High: 79  Low: 50  Mostly sunny, breezy, warm.  

Wed: High: 71  Low: 51  Becoming partly cloudy. A few nighttime showers.  

Thu: High: 58  Low: 46  Mostly cloudy. Isolated showers. Breezy. 

 

3/18/16   5am 

Much of the state will see either rain or snow Friday. Snow accumulations will be light, but an inch or two 

will be possible for western Kansas. Most of it will melt as it falls. Central and eastern Kansas will have 

chances for rain showers where highs will be in the 40s. Gusty northeast winds will make it feel colder. 

Chilly temperatures continue into the first half of the weekend. Although some sunshine will be back 

Saturday, highs will still be in the 40s to near 50. A hard freeze is likely early Sunday before the next 

warming trend kicks in for the start of next week. 

 

3/19/16   9am 

Spring has not arrived yet. Some of you woke up to some snow on your lawn yesterday. This is some video 

from ransom where they got a nice coat of snow. Other places like Wichita saw rain. That has come to an 

end but the cooler temperatures may be here for a little bit longer. Dean, what's the rest of this weekend 

look like? 

 

3/20/16   10pm 

The Kansas wind will be cranking up and very warm temperatures are about to return to much of the area. 

Fire danger will be a problem for the next few days. Skies will remain clear overnight with lows falling into 

the upper 20s and low 30s. Winds will be coming around to the south. Windy conditions return Monday 

afternoon with highs in the 70s. High clouds will return later in the day and the fire danger will be elevated. 

Near record highs can be expected on Tuesday with windy conditions ahead of a storm system that will 

bring changes to our state. A strong storm system coming from the west will push a cold front through on 

Wednesday. Chances for rain and snow will return to western Kansas, followed by much cooler weather by 

Thursday. Another big storm could impact the Plains next weekend. Chances for rain and snow look to 

increase by Saturday. Stay tuned. 

 

3/21/16   4:30am 

Wicked winds, very warm temps, low humidity and an extreme fire danger. Early Monday, skies are clear, 

winds are light and temps are in the 20s and 30s. Look for gusty southerly winds Monday with highs in the 

70s and few passing high clouds later in the day. 

 

3/22/16   6am 

More wicked winds, some record heat and another day with an extreme fire danger. Early Tuesday, skies 

are partly to mostly cloudy, winds are fresh and temps are in the 30s, 40s and 50s. Tuesday will be toasty 

with a few record-setting highs possible as temps soar into the 80s.  Southerly winds will once again gust 

over 35 mph at times. Future Track shows us: a mix of clouds and sun, gusty winds and very warm temps 

Tuesday afternoon. Tuesday night into Wednesday morning: increasing clouds across the west with 

rain/snow showers for northwest Kansas. Wednesday afternoon: rain/snow winds-down as it pushes east, 

breezy and colder too. Wednesday night to Thursday morning: decreasing clouds, and much colder. Our 7-

Day forecast... Highs near 85 Tuesday then 50s and 60s through the weekend. Looks like it could be a wet 

Eater weekend along with gusty winds nearly every other day through early next week. 

 

3/23/16   4:30am 



 

 

Weather Alert Day for Northwest Kansas as due to expected blizzard conditions in blowing snow making 

travel difficult later today around Goodland, St. Francis, Atwood and Colby. Early Wednesday, skies 

mostly clear to partly cloudy, winds are gusty; Temps; 40s, 50s, and 60s. A cold storm system plow into 

Kansas Wednesday bringing major weather changes to our area.  A strong cold front will make its way 

across our state, shifting winds to the north and causing temps to tumble as it passes. Future Track shows 

us: snow and blowing snow over northwest Kansas Wednesday afternoon with powerful winds and falling 

temps elsewhere, Wednesday afternoon. Wednesday night to Thursday morning: evening sprinkles/flurries 

east then decreasing clouds, much colder. Thursday afternoon: mostly sunny, cooler with decreasing winds. 

Thursday night to Friday morning: mostly clear and quiet, our 7-Day forecast... Highs near 75 Wednesday 

then 50s and 60s through early next week. Still looks like it could be a wet Eater weekend along with gusty 

winds almost every day through early next week. 

 

3/24/16   5am 

It’s not fire but snow that's a problem in far northwest Kansas. This is video earlier from Denver. 

Westbound eye-70 is shut down right now at Wakeeney mainly because of the conditions in Colorado. 

Mark, what's the latest on this storm. 

 

3/25/16   Noon 

Gusty winds return Friday and we'll also see some decent rain chances this weekend. Look for increasing 

clouds, and wind speeds Friday, with highs warming back up into the 60s to around 70 degrees.   A fresh 

southerly breeze will gust to around 30 mph later today over central and eastern Kansas. A cold front will 

pass through the eastern half of our state Friday night into Saturday morning bringing rain and few 

thunderstorms. Another shot of rain will ride into Kansas from our southwest Saturday night when it could 

be cold enough for a brief changeover to light snow for parts of western Kansas. Snow totals will be 

minimal, less than an inch. Rain and snow chances will plow away from our area by Sunday afternoon. 

 

3/26/16   9am 

Good morning... Thanks for joining us on eyewitness news Saturday morning. Light rain continues to move 

out of south-central Kansas, spreading northeast towards Kansas City this morning.  Rainfall amounts 

range from a Trace to less than a quarter of an inch across the viewing area.  Current temperatures are in 

the 30s and 40s.  A cold front is moving through Kansas today and gusty winds are expected on the back 

side of this system.  Wind speeds are generally light this morning, except in the west where northerly winds 

are gusting to 25-30 m.p.h.  Sunshine will be limited with most areas staying mostly cloudy.  Highs will 

reach the 40s and 50s with a few areas in the south and east reaching the low to mid 60s by late day.  More 

rain, even some snow in the forecast for tonight.  More details on the cold weather and a look at your Easter 

Sunday forecast in a few minutes. 

 

3/27/16   10pm 

As we mentioned earlier- a lot of you woke up to see snow this morning. Here's how the National Guard 

dealt with the powder... You can see them prepping their black hawk helicopters after medicine lodge got 

about three inches... We also caught up with some kids here in Wichita out in the snow... it wasn't on the 

grass for long - much of it melted before noon. Many of you sent us your photos showing the snow... 

 

3/28/16   5:30am 

The wind will crank-up again this afternoon and we'll see storm chances by midweek. Early Monday, skies 

are clear, winds are light and temps are mostly in the 30s. Look for increasing high clouds and gusty 

southerly winds Monday along with afternoon highs soaring back into the 60s and 70s. 

 

3/29/16   6am 

Gusty winds, warm temps and a severe storm threat for parts of Kansas Wednesday. Early Tuesday, skies 

partly to mostly cloudy, there's a fresh breeze and temps are in the 50s. It will be very windy Tuesday with 

a mix of sun and clouds by afternoon and highs in the 60s and 70s. Future Track shows us: partly cloudy 

skies, gusty winds and warm temps Tuesday afternoon. Tuesday night to Wednesday morning: increasing 

clouds as a cold front arrives bringing a few showers. Wednesday afternoon: a few storms east, decreasing 

clouds and cooler west. Wednesday night to Thursday morning: more clouds but dry, cooler too. Our 7-Day 



 

 

forecast... Highs climbing into the upper 70s Wednesday then cooling into the 50s by Friday followed by a 

weekend warm-up. Winds will stay gusty through week's end. 

 

3/30/16   6am 

More gusty winds, warmer temps for some, and a severe storm threat for eastern Kansas. Early Wednesday, 

skies mostly cloudy, winds are gusty and temps are in the 50s. Winds will stay gusty Wednesday as a storm 

system plows into our area from the west. A passing cold front will spark a few scattered, strong or severe, 

thunderstorms along and east of I-135 later in the day. Highs will range from the 50s northwest to the upper 

70s southeast. Future Track shows us: gusty winds and a few storms east with decreasing clouds and cooler 

temps west Wednesday afternoon. Wednesday night to Thursday morning: passing clouds but mainly dry, 

shifting winds, cooler. Thursday afternoon: partly to mostly cloudy, breezy, cooler, a few 

sprinkles/showers. Our 7-Day forecast... Highs in the upper 70s Wednesday then cooling into the 50s by 

Friday followed by a weekend warm-up that continues into next week. We'll be dry after Wednesday and 

winds will be gusty Thursday and again Tuesday. 

 

3/31/16   5am 

Storms passed through eastern Kansas yesterday evening hail was the biggest concern in our area this is 

video from storm team 12 chaser tony Laubach. He was at the Mattfield green service area along the 

turnpike when it started to hail. MARK, do we need to worry about any storms today? 

 

4/1/16   Noon 

It will be breezy and a bit cooler today but there's a weekend warm-up on the way. We'll see mostly sunny 

skies for the first day of April but it will be breezy, and a little on the chilly side, with highs in the 50s. 

Look for more sunshine and a warming trend this weekend when highs climb back into the upper 70s by 

Sunday. High temps will stay in the 70s early next week and our next chance for showers and isolated 

thunderstorms will be Tuesday. 

 

4/2/16   9am 

More progress is made... as crews continue to contain a wildfire in barber county. This morning, that fire is 

95 percent contained. Efforts are still underway to calculate the damage. A meeting is planned for next 

Wednesday in medicine lodge to help connect farmers and ranchers with federal assistance. 

 

 

4/3/16   10pm 

Gusty winds will be backing down through the night and into Monday. Some nice weather is expected on 

Monday, followed by thunderstorm chances returning for a few by Tuesday. Look for some high clouds to 

drift in during the early morning hours of Monday. The winds will be shifting back to the north behind a 

front that is sliding on through. Lows will range from near 40 in the northwest to close to 50 around 

Wichita. Highs will be in the 70s on Monday with some high clouds passing through. Winds will be turning 

to the east/southeast, but they should remain below 20 for most of the day. Just ahead of the next storm 

system, warmer weather will arrive with windy conditions on Tuesday. Afternoon highs will get back into 

the 80s for central and eastern Kansas. South winds will gust to near 40. The best chance for scattered 

storms will be over north central and eastern Kansas Tuesday evening. The chance for severe weather is 

low with some hail and wind possible with stronger storms. Look for a cooler, but dry Wednesday. It will 

be quite windy with northwest winds throughout the day. 

 

4/4/16   6am 

"Lighter" winds, not so warm Monday; Storm chances Tuesday. Early Monday, skies are mostly clear, 

winds are light and temps are in the 30s, 40s and 50s. Look for passing high clouds Monday afternoon with 

highs in the 70s. Winds will shift to the east-southeast and pick-up a bit later in the day but should stay 

under 20 mph. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 

 

1/1/15   5pm 

Authorities in Sedgwick County spent New Year’s Eve making sure everyone stayed safe. Dispatchers tell 

us they responded to 19 driving under the influence calls since yesterday morning. They also received 38 

calls of people reporting hearing gunfire, and responded to 30 noise complaints overnight. Dispatchers 

setup up a special non-emergency line last night as well. It was used 5 times. 

 

1/2/16   8am 

New data shows gestational diabetes affects almost 10% of pregnant women. The cause is unknown, but a 

patient's race and background can determine their likelihood of developing the disease. Those kinds of risk 

factors can't be avoided - but others, like a mother's weight going into pregnancy, can be controlled. “I hear 

often in my practice say "oh I'm eating for two" or I have to gain a certain amount of weight for the baby - 

but that's actually a common misconception. The average caloric intake we recommend additionally a day 

is only 300 calories." doctors say patients should generally gain approximately 30-45 pounds during 

pregnancy. Gestational diabetes often goes away once a baby is born, but can return later in life. 

 

1/3/16   5am 

“When I first heard about it I really didn't want to believe it.” Twice, in less than a month... Cattle, found 

mutilated. Now the butler county sheriff wants to make sure ranchers in his county aren't the next victims. 

Rachel Skytta has the latest on the problem that's got law enforcement concerned... 

 

1/4/16   5am 

“When I first heard about it I really didn't want to believe it.” twice. In less than a month... Cattle, found 

mutilated... Now the butler county sheriff wants to make sure ranchers in his county aren't the next victims. 

Butler county sheriff Kelly Herzet says he's been in touch with all the major ranchers in the area, asking 

them to keep a close eye on their cattle. This all comes after two incidents in Harvey and McPherson 

County. The latest incident in McPherson involved someone gauging a cow's eyes out. Herzet says 

everybody needs to be more proactive and get the word out. We put it on Facebook, I’ve made phone calls 

to the different ranchers around the north half of the county warning them that this has happened. Cattle are 

expensive and we need to get these people caught. Sheriff Herzet is asking anyone who notices a suspicious 

vehicle or person to contact the sheriff's department immediately. If you would like to see our interview 

with the farmer whose steer lost an eye... it's online *right now at k-w-c-h dot com... 

 

1/5/16   5am 

Kansas health officials say... There hasn't been a *single* case of the flu reported this season. But doctors 

say this shouldn't lull anyone into a false sense of security. Data from the K-D-H-E shows about 9 percent 

of all hospital visits, coming from influenza-like illness last January. Designated cites throughout the state 

report flu cases to the K-D-H-E... And so far this season, there've been zero reported cases. “We’re hoping 

it's a combination of the vaccine being good and people choosing to get it. The more people who choose to 

get it, the harder it is for influenza to get a start in the community. Very surprising to see it at such a low 

level. Would love to have it stay there but am just waiting for it to start up. Doctors are encouraging people 

to get their flu shots as soon as possible, because it *does take about two weeks to take effect. Last flu 

season, 95 deaths were directly attributed to influenza... Making it the highest number of flu deaths in 

Kansas, in 20 years. The Sedgwick county department of health says there *have* been increased reports of 

vomiting and diarrhea in our area... Likely caused by the norovirus. There’s no vaccination for that, but one 

of the best ways to stay safe is to frequently wash your hands.  

  

1/6/16   5:30am 

For the first time... A full repeal of President Barack Obama’s healthcare law makes its way to the white 

house. There have been several votes to repeal the law... This is the first time it’s reached the president's 

desk. Past bills have been blocked in the senate. The bill also cuts funding for Planned Parenthood. 

President Obama is expected to veto the bill. 

 

1/7/16   6am 



 

 

President Barack Obama will hold a town hall meeting today to discuss his plans to expand background 

checks for those purchasing guns and other executive actions to reduce gun violence in the u-s. Among 

those attending... A Wichita gun store owner. Ryan Pennock owns "thunderbird firearms academy." he's 

also on the board of the "American firearms retailers’ association." the group focuses on issues that may 

impact the firearms industry. The a-f-r-a was invited by c-n-n to be a part of today's town hall meeting in 

Virginia and given five seats. They were also allowed to submit questions. One of Pennock's questions 

revolves around implementation of the background check portion. When it will go into place?  And 

whether federally licensed dealers will have to start doing background checks for those who aren't... 

including when a gun is sold between friends or is handed down in the family. "That means if you want to 

sell a gun to Joe over here. You have to come in to our facility and we have to implement the background 

check. Well that creates a bigger load on us and also there's liability involved with that.” Pennock says it's 

his understanding one of the group's questions *will* be answered by the president. He’s also hoping he 

will be allowed to give some feedback afterward. 

 

1/8/16   4:30am 

Handbags and accessories go hand and hand with high fashion, so it's no wonder there is a healthy market 

for goods. But that market is attracting online scam artists searching for their next victims. Here's what you 

can watch out for, so you don't fall for it. 

 

1/9/16   8am 

A semi-driver lost control and rolled-over at Kellogg and k-96. It happened on the on-ramp to east-bound 

Kellogg last night. The driver was not hurt. It did not cause any major traffic delays. 

 

1/10/16   5:30pm 

For the homeless... The cold can present a threat to their health... Even their lives. As temperatures dip to 

the single digits... Hannah Davis shows a local church opening its doors and sharing its warmth. It's a story 

that'll make you, Kansas proud! 

 

1/11/16   4:30am 

Seventeen accidents like this one over the past five years - has the city of Wichita making safety changes to 

the underpass on Waterman Street. That's just east of the Intrust bank arena. We spoke with city engineers 

about what changes are coming. 

 

1/12/16   4:30am 

A water main break in downtown Wichita - opens up a sinkhole. The area near Topeka and English is 

closed - as crews work to repair the damage. It left 16 businesses without water. Workers are installing 

about eight-feet of new pipe to fix the main. Crews have not determined what caused the break. They hope 

to have the area back open today. 

 

1/13/16   5am 

Four people hurt during ... multiple explosions at a trucking company in Southwest Kansas. The Seward 

County fire chief says the explosions happened yesterday afternoon at (grahn-dike) Groendyke Transport 

south of Liberal. He says one truck on fire had liquefied gas inside its trailer. Liberal Mayor Joe Denoyer 

says the tanker was in the wash bay when the explosion happened.  Three employees were flown to a 

Wichita hospital with second and third degree burns. They're in serious condition. A fourth suffered minor 

burns to the hand. <sot verbatim: 2:20 we'll have to explore how much damage there is, what kind of 

cleanup there will be, and certainly we'll talk about what happened that is a safety incident. The Kansas 

Fire Marshal's office is investigating.  

 

1/14/16   5am 

Last year - the KBI received roughly 500 cases from departments around the state.  It turned away 106 

because it did not have the staff to investigate them.  Akeam Ashford found smaller departments often don't 

have the people or resources to investigate cases and depend on the k-b-i. 

 

1/15/16   5am 



 

 

Breaking news overnight... A body has tested positive for Ebola in Sierra Leone. This comes less than a 

day after the World Health Organization said transmission of the virus in West Africa had ended. Sierra 

Leone had been declared free of the virus since November 7. 

 

1/16/16   8am 

A national task force offers its final recommendations on breast cancer screening. The US Preventive 

Services Task Force recommends women get a mammogram every other year starting at age 50. The group 

says screening can be effective for women in their 40s, but women should make a decision with their 

doctors. The American Cancer Society recommends women start getting yearly mammograms at age 45.   

 

1/17/16   10pm 

“We knew, hey if we continue to do this we were putting patients at risk,” That's why a Wichita pharmacist 

says her pharmacy started refusing to fill prescriptions made by Steven Henson -- more than a year ago. 

Henson is accused of selling thousands of prescription drugs -- and aiding in an overdose that killed one of 

his patients. Tonight -- we hear first-hand from a pharmacist who says Henson’s arrest was not a surprise. 

It's an interview you'll only see on eyewitness news. 

 

1/18/16   Noon 

Taking a look at your markets now... the Dow Jones is down 4 at 12-1-86. And the NASDAQ is up 2 at 26-

88. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

1/19/16   5am 

In just the last few days we've taken more than two dozen calls from you...warning about the i-r-s scam 

where con artists pose as i-r-s agents. Here's what it may sound like if you get the call. <sot verbatim: this 

message is for you. "This message is from the criminal investigation department of the internal revenue 

service."  > The best thing you can do if you get a call like this...hang up. Remember the i-r-s will never 

contact you by phone about unpaid taxes. If you do get a phone call....and if you know you owe taxes....you 

can call the i-r-s at their 1-800 number. They can help you with a payment issue. 

 

1/20/16   5am 

Round one of the winter storm caused roads to become slick, causing several accidents. In Reno County, 

Storm team 12 saw multiple accidents across the county yesterday, some of them leaving people injured. 

We spoke with the superintendent of streets who says it may not look icy out, but a mixture of rain and cold 

can make roads slick. <sot verbatim: Sot Kreg Luman Hutchinson superintendent of streets I'd always 

recommend drivers take prudent caution. Keep an eye on the weather like we do, and make plans 

accordingly so they're not rushed, and make decisions based on the severity of the storm. Make decisions 

on what they think is important. Always be prepared and have safety equipment and emergency equipment 

in their vehicles. > The city of Hutchinson is monitoring conditions again today and will put trucks out on 

the roads if necessary. 

 

1/21/16   6am 

If you are heading out to work or school this morning... Your vehicle's windshield may be covered in ice. 

And you have to give yourself time to clear it off, there’s just no way around it this morning. A driver in 

Reno County didn't take the time yesterday and ended up crashing into another car. Police say, the driver 

cleared off only a portion of their windshield and didn't end up seeing a car. The driver swerved to miss a 

car and ended up in on-coming traffic. One person was taken to the hospital from the crash. 

 

1/22/16   6am 

You all know to slow down in slick conditions and not to slam on your brakes when the road is icy. But did 

you know you should dress in synthetic material instead of cotton to stay warm? Cotton steals much of 

your body heat. You should also make sure your kids coats are off when putting them in a car seat. It's the 

safest choice. Now, Devon Fasbinder explains why your pets need to stay inside. 

 

1/23/16   9am 



 

 

Breaking news overnight.... Fire crews in Hutchinson were called to the 900 block of East 5th Avenue just 

after 2 this morning. They found light smoke inside, caused by an outside fire at the back of the building. 

Crews put out the fire quickly and no one was hurt. Investigators don't know what caused the fire. 

 

1/25/16   4:30am 

The butler county *judicial center* already has security measures in place... Like cameras, metal detectors 

and on-staff security personnel. This proposal would expand the system to more buildings. The idea is still 

in its very early stages and has not been fully approved yet. 

 

1/27/16   5am 

You’ve probably seen- things like this popping up on your Facebook feed. it's one of the latest crazes on 

social media...called "be like bill." it's a way for you to passive-aggressively call out social media behavior 

that annoys you... but there is a warning we want you to know about. The "be like Bob” meme is 

considered clickbaiting. Clickbaiting is a meme or quiz that generates a lot of buzz and entices you to 

click... And some of these are scams. <sot verbatim: 00:32 "what the scammer will do is they'll put maybe 

an outlandish article or something to generate some buzz to get you interested in reading a little bit more 

about whatever the topic is, you click on it and it could potentially download malware and virus on to your 

phone and computer. > The better business bureau says you can look for signs of a scam for before you 

click.. Make sure you check to see how the application is going to take your information. For the 'be like 

bill' memes...the generator says in its terms "you will allow us to use, edit your content with our service 

permanently...no limit and no recover." also stay away from promotions that use words like "exclusive" or 

"shocking" to describe pictures or video. If it sounds too outlandish to be true...it's probably a scam. One 

thing you can do before clicking a link is hover over the link to see if there is a real destination. Don't click 

on it if it takes you to an unfamiliar site. 

 

1/28/16   5am 

There’s a scam the department of revenue wants you to know about.... It's a threat saying you owe on your 

taxes and need to pay up now. Scammers are now taking this a step further. This tax scam targets Kansans 

specifically. The scammer says you have a tax debt with the state. They push you to pay the debt using a 

debit card or money order. The interesting part of this scam. They say you failed to file a form 61. There is 

no such thing as a form 61 for the state of Kansas. The caller i-d will say it's coming from the department of 

revenue but again scammers can mask these numbers. If you get a call like this the best thing you can do is 

hang up. The number on your screen is a customer service line you can call if you have any questions about 

owed taxes. 

 

1/29/16   4:30am 

People on the northern California coast, are as startled as they are fascinated by the monstrous waves 

crashing over the sea wall. Coastal erosion continues as homes that are now unlivable teeter on the edge of 

a cliff. The Pacifica pier has even been hit, and is now closed to the public. The pounding waves are so big, 

the National Weather Service has issued a high surf advisory for coastal parts of the Bay.  <"I wouldn't be 

surfing right now, when I'm walking and running I have to watch myself because I don't want to get wet." 

"Mother Nature always wins, so hopefully she goes a little more gentle for the rest of the year."> That high 

surf advisory is set through tomorrow afternoon. The waves are expected to hit 16 feet. 

 

1/30/16   8am 

A k-state student has the mumps. The university says staff is hoping to get in touch with people who may 

have been in contact with the sick student. We now know the student lived off campus. Common mumps 

symptoms include fever, aches and tender salivary glands. If you have any questions, you can call the k-

state health department. You'll find that info in our web story online at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

2/1/16   5am 

A winter storm packing inches of snow and potential blizzard conditions is slowly creeping into our state 

and by afternoon will really cause issues for people living in western Kansas meteorologist Mark Larson is 

in the storm center with the latest on what you can expect where you live... 

 

2/2/16   Noon 



 

 

Interstate-70 is still closed westbound at hays.... To as far away as Denver because of blowing snow. We're 

hearing reports that there's not much movement traffic-wise... In Goodland a lot of people were forced to 

stay overnight. Our Deedee sun stayed in Goodland overnight too Deedee how have things changed since 

this morning 

 

2/3/16   4:30am 

A man is killed in an accident in Butler County - involving a van and a semi-truck. Butler county officials 

say this white van - was driving east - attempt to pass several cars on a two lane highway - when it hit the 

semi head-on. The driver of the white van was pulled out and flown to a Wichita hospital where he was 

pronounced dead. The driver of the semi and his passenger were not hurt. Officers have not released the 

name of the driver of the van - but told us he was from Missouri. 

 

2/4/16   6am 

Colorado police are investigating whether a former surgical technician stole pain medication intended for 

patients - And possibly exposed nearly 3-thousand people to h-i-v - Hepatitis b or hepatitis c. Medical 

licensing records say the technician swapped a syringe - while in an operating room - and used it to inject 

himself. <"Our concern with this individual is just the nature of the crimes that we were informed about. 

More so that the risk that he has other patients that may be out there."> Now the hospital is contacting 29-

hundred patients who may have been exposed in the last six months. His employment ended last month. 

 

2/5/16   5am 

Carbon monoxide is known as the silent killer. But it was the sound of an alarm...that saved one Wichita 

man's life Tim Garroutte (gah-roote) was working on his computer when his carbon monoxide detector 

started beeping. He reset it and went back down stairs. Three minutes later it went off again. This time he 

took it off the wall and took the alarm downstairs with him. Where it went off *again. Garroutte called 9-1-

1 and the fire department showed up within minutes along with black hills energy. They found a *major 

carbon monoxide leak. <sot verbatim:  41:52 the black hills guy and the fire department said what will 

happen to lot of people is they got to bed, they don't have that and they never wake up. 42:00// 42:04 "i 

think it is super important to have that carbon monoxide detector and to know to call 911 i wouldn't have 

thought of that, i thought well go outside and get a heating and air conditioning person, .> e-m-s checked 

Garroutte and told him to get a blood test to see if there was any exposure. He says he's feeling fine. It's 

believed that the carbon monoxide leak came from the furnace. 

 

2/6/16   8am   

A single strand of hair almost cost one Wichita baby one of her toes. Now her parents are warning others 

about what's called a "hair tourniquet". This picture posted on Facebook didn't take long to go viral. 

Although doctors say they only see the worst of these cases... Hair tourniquets are fairly common and don't 

just happen on toes. 

 

2/7/16   10pm 

A south Wichita neighborhood went dark about five months ago - and a man who lives there has been 

fighting to light the streets up again. He's worried about his safety -- so he called Factfinder 12 for help 

Investigator Lauren Seabrook’s live near Pawnee and hillside to show us the problem...and how one phone 

call from us -- got results. 

 

2/8/16   6am 

High winds... Low moisture and dry grounds make for a high fire danger in parts of the state today. This as 

people in rice county clean up from wind fueled weekend fires. Hannah Davis - Joins us live this morning 

with a look at the warning being whipped up by the wind. 

 

2/9/16   6am 

<(karen) 20:07 i just beg people to quit texting and driving to stop...it's not worth it it's not worth it.  

(atchler) 30:45 your phone.. It’s designed to grab your attention whether you want it to or not.  

(scott) 15:32 I’m a father...i can't start to think about what's it's like...i can't go there.> one out every four 

crashes on the road is now blamed on cell phones - but experts say - the real number is likely higher.  



 

 

Behind those crash numbers are victims and their families. Factfinder 12 Investigator Michael Schwanke 

has part one of his series digital distraction. 

 

2/10/16   6pm 

Now to a breaking news update from four... a Wichita woman's still in the hospital... After she's critically 

burned in a cooking fire... She was burned around 3-15 at the falcon point apartment on south hydraulic... 

Investigators say the flash fire was started by a pilot light near a flammable liquid... The fire was already 

out when crews arrived. 

 

2/11/16   5am 

Police detained two people after a chase in southeast Wichita...and it may be connected to a deadly 

shooting. The chase ended near sunny-brook and Davidson.  Officers were searching for a car that matched 

a description of a vehicle.... that was involved in a deadly shooting yesterday morning on north Fairview. 

One person was killed in that shooting. Officers are not saying whether the 2 detained people are suspects 

in the shooting. They say more information will be released at this morning's police briefing. 

 

2/12/16   6am 

A factfinder 12 alert this morning for those with small children. More than 56-hundred baby chairs are 

being recalled this morning. The recall involves Nuna Baby Essentials high chairs. The company says... 

The arm bar can bend or detach putting your child at risk of falling. So far there have been at least 50 

reports of the arm bar detaching... And 6 reports of children falling. Four kids have been hurt because of the 

problem. If you have one... Stop using it... Call the company for a new arm bar and instructions on how to 

replace it. 

 

2/13/16   8am 

The world health organization says vaccines for the zika virus are at least eighteen months away from large 

scale testing. W-h-o reports the link between the mosquito-borne virus and a severe head birth defect in 

newborns is more and more probable.  Pregnant women are advised to delay travel to impacted areas. At 

least 33 countries are now affected. 

 

2/14/16   10pm 

People still finding damage after yesterday's earthquake. The 5-point-1 quake in Oklahoma could be felt all 

the way to Kansas City -- and many described it as the biggest one they've ever felt here. Deedee Sun spoke 

with an architect -- about what the recent earthquake activity means for your home. 

 

2/15/16   5:30am 

Here in Kansas... Many people are still finding damage left behind Saturday’s earthquake. Architects we 

talked to say... It wasn't big enough to cause any serious damage. Architect randy phillips says.. Building 

designs in Kansas focus more on strong winds... But building codes nation-wide are required to withstand 

some earthquake activity. However... Homeowners who are now seeing cracks in their houses are 

concerned. <i had never felt an earthquake in my life until like last year, but now they're much more often. 

19:19:29 and getting worse> You can check our free storm team 12 weather app anytime you feel an 

earthquake. You can find where the quake was centered and how strong it was all from your smart phone. 

 

2/16/16   Noon 

We're following the latest... as the city of Wichita evaluates possible damage from the weekend 

earthquake... The 5-point-1 magnitude quake was centered near Fairview, Oklahoma Saturday morning... It 

was enough for the city to activate its earthquake emergency response plan... Wichita's public works 

department says all damage that's been found has been cosmetic... Those include some minor cracks in the 

14th floor of city hall... And at the Alford branch public library. So far there's no cost estimate for the 

damage. 

 

2/17/16   5:30am 

A new strand of the dog flu... Could turn deadly for your pet.  The h-three-n-two strain mutated out of birds 

in Asia. Veterinarian doctor Dan Thompson says... symptoms include a harsh cough ... Often confused for 

kennel cough, but it's more severe. There is about a 10-percent mortality rate. Doctor DAN says... there 



 

 

haven't been any cases reported here ... But there could be in a matter of time. <20:21 it all depends on 

what the virus is up to. Viruses when they mutate out into a new species to become very severe and then 

weaken over a period of time so it just depends on what this virus is up to > 

Doctor Dan says ... Keep an eye out after your dog has been at a boarding kennel or animal hospital. He 

says... Any time there's a concentrated population of dogs, there's a chance for the illness to spread. 

 

2/18/16   6am 

Wichita police are still looking for the man involved in Wednesday’s amber alert. Police say... David 

hatcher rammed his car into an east Wichita hotel... And took his two-year old and five-year-old daughters. 

The girls were found safe hours later at an east Wichita home. Many of you reached out to us asking why 

an amber alert was not issued. Here's what police had to say. <44.42.05: "We were working with the 

attorney general office all morning, they are the one that actually authorize the amber alert, that's something 

we just don't do it has to meet certain criteria in this case we believe it does."> Police say.. Hatcher should 

be considered armed and dangerous. If you see him... You are asked to contact police. We have posted his 

picture on our Facebook page. You can go there and share it with your friends. 

 

2/19/16   4:30am 

Crews across Wichita also battled several small fires. One fire was a sim park golf course. 

 We’re told about 50 feet worth of brush was burned there another fire was behind a home south of the 

turnpike near McConnell. Fire crews there say nobody inside that home was hurt. We're told the deck and 

some of the siding were damaged. Another home near Pawnee and hillside had its backyard scorched. 

Nobody there was injured either. We spoke with firefighters responding to the fires about what you should 

do when there's a high fire risk <21:03:22 We are really asking people, if you notice a fire call 911 

immediately so that we can be out here and get started. We really want to prevent fires from spreading” > 

 

2/20/16   8am  

A factfinder 12 alert for Reno county parents... Hutchinson public schools says it's seen an increase in 

students playing the choking game. It's a game where- one student chokes another until they pass out. 

Sometimes students do it to themselves. There are some warning signs that your son or daughter is playing 

the game. Those include bloodshot eyes....marks on the neck...and things like belts tied to bedposts or 

doorknobs. 

 

2/21/16   5:30pm 

A man is dead after an apartment fire at a senior living complex in Wichita. Fire crews were called to 

*shady way plaza towers* a little after noon today -- a person who lived on the 4th floor had called to 

report a fire. When crews got into the apartment -- a man in his 70s was already dead.  A woman was taken 

to the hospital for treatment of smoke inhalation. The fire marshal says fires in buildings like this one can 

be challenging.  <sot verbatim: 8:55 it's always a challenge when it’s a high rise and you add to the fact that 

it's apartment building so there's a lot of people in this particular building that needs to be evacuated. When 

fire crews arrive their priority is obviously the safety of the people but they also need to put the fire out.  > 

Crisp also says there were several people inside who have limited mobility who needed to be evacuated for 

their own safety. The cause of the fire is still under investigation. 

 

2/22/16   Noon 

Smoking and home oxygen... Were factors in a deadly weekend fire in east Wichita... Police say around 

noon yesterday, a man called 9-1-1 to report his apartment was on fire. When crews arrived at Shadyway 

plaza living community, they saw smoke coming from the man's apartment.  He was pronounced dead at 

the scene. The Wichita fire department says the man was a smoker and using an oxygen thank they say the 

combination of the two caused the fire. <sot verbatim: 1.56 "Oxygen is an oxidizer, so although oxygen 

doesn't necessarily burn, it helps things that it's in contact with burn better. And the tubing appeared to have 

caught on fire and actually burned its way back to where the oxygen generator was located." 2.09 > one 

other person suffered minor injuries from smoke inhalation. No other units were threatened.       

 

2/23/16   4:30am 

We’ve shown you scenes like this a number of times already this year. To combat the problem - the Kansas 

Fire Marshal dubbed this week - "wildfire awareness week". The fire marshal says fire departments in 



 

 

Kansas responded to nearly six-thousand wildfires fires last year. Factfinder 12 has some tips to help keep 

you safe - if you have plans to burn soon. Know state and local fire restrictions and check with the county 

before burning. Postpone burning if you're unsure of weather conditions. Have adequate resources and 

equipment in case the fire gets out of control. And - make sure you set boundaries. Keep the fire off fence 

rows to prevent out-of-control burning. 

 

2/24/16   Noon 

New at noon... A four-month-old is in the hospital... As police investigate a possible case of child abuse... 

Police say, the parents took the child to the hospital after noticing the baby was acting strangely doctors 

told the parents, the baby had a skull fracture and bleeding on the brain. Wichita police say, they do not 

know if the baby was dropped or was abused by the babysitter... investigators say the parents are *not 

suspects. 

 

2/25/16   5am 

We told you about this fire at a north Wichita home. A Kansas highway patrol trooper helped save three 

people and a dog that were in this house on north meridian. They weren't the only ones saved yesterday. 

Check out this photo from Craig hacker a photographer for the Wichita fire department. Firefighters also 

rescued this tortoise from the home. The picture was posted on twitter last night with the caption "we've 

saved people...dogs...cats...horses...today it was a tortoise." 

 

2/26/16   6am 

Excel industries says... Its facilities will be closed today. The company will provide counseling service 

today at Hesston high school gym. Starting at 9 to 12 noon. Counselors... Pastors... And management team 

members will be available to provide comfort to employees and their family members. 

 

2/27/16   8am 

So what exactly is a p-f-a? It’s a court order designed to protect people from being victimized by a 

significant other. Here’s how that works. First, a victim files the order with their local district court. Then, a 

judge will decide if the case merits what's called a temporary order - that keeps the victim away from an 

individual until a formal hearing. That final hearing happens within 20 days -where a judge decides 

whether to make the order permanent again, Harvey county sheriff t Walton says investigators believe that's 

what sparked Ford's shooting. 

 

2/28/16   5:30pm 

There are several shooting victims... still in the hospital... Last time we checked - one patient is in critical 

condition. Another is in serious condition while six remain in fair condition. 

 

2/29/16   Noon 

The n-t-s-b report says the flight that crashed into the flight safety building in 2014 only got 120 feet off the 

ground. Newly released surveillance video shows the final nine seconds of the king air 200's flight.... The 

n-t-s-b just released *two pieces of surveillance video... Where you can see the plane flying low... Then the 

fire emerge from the flight safety building... The pilot told air traffic controllers he lost the left engine, and 

right before the impact he said "we're going in, we're dead." the accident killed the pilot and three people 

inside the building. N-t-s-b photos of the aftermath show a portion of the left winging hanging of the top of 

the building. The cockpit, fuselage, and tail section were found scattered across the roof. the report found 

the left engine was likely operating but producing low to moderate power at the time of impact. 

Maintenance records found no discrepancies that would have affected the airplane. Investigators say the 

pilot was on medications that may impair mental or physical ability to perform hazardous tasks, like 

operating heavy machinery. The n-t-s-b releases this type of factual report before issuing a probable cause 

determination... we have a link to the full report... including the videos and pictures... at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

3/1/16   5am 

The n-t-s-b releases a report... About the crash of a Beechcraft king air into the flight safety building in 20-

14. The agency also released this new surveillance video. Although the pilot mark Goldstein told air traffic 

control his left engine failed ... the report says it likely went to low power. Photos of the aftermath show a 

portion of the left wing hanging from the top of the building. The cockpit. Fuselage and tail section were 



 

 

found scattered across the roof. Investigators say the pilot was on medications that may impair mental or 

physical ability to perform hazardous tasks. The pilot and three people in the building died. 

 

3/2/16   6am 

A construction site in hays collapses killing 2 people. Officials say three workers were trapped when the 

trench collapsed. One worker was rescued - another was pronounced dead at the scene. Crews brought 

heavy machinery to search for the third - but eventually had to resort to removing the dirt bucket by bucket. 

The body of that worker was recovered late last night. People stopped to watch - one woman telling us 

prayer was the only way she knew how to help. <i was concerned and wanted to come down here because i 

had heard there were workers trapped down there i just felt the need to come down and pray for all those 

involved, the ones that are trapped and those that are working to try and rescue and recover them. My heart 

just goes out to them > the person who was rescued was taken to the hospital to be checked out. 

 

3/3/16   Noon 

A micro burst is being blamed for a semi roll over this morning on i-35 in Lyon County. The Lyon county 

sheriff's office says a microburst lifted the driver side of the truck before eventually blowing it onto its side 

and off the roadway. More information is available on kwch dot com. 

 

3/4/16   5am 

We're seeing what was lost in a grass fire that spread to several homes in northeast wichita 3 homes are not 

livable after the fire. De-lors Kirkendoll and her husband got to step back inside their home to look around. 

Furniture is now charred and many irreplaceable antiques are lost. Still their attitude remains positive. <sot 

verbatim: (10) 19:04 oh my poor little house. That's okay it's just a house. 

11:36 you can replace earthly things, I'm not worried about that. It's just things. I just know God is 

sufficient. Whatever I need, he will supply. > Investigators say a discarded cigarette started the fire. The 

strong winds and dry conditions helped spread it still dry out there today mark...what's the fire risk right 

now? 

 

3/5/16   9am 

<Why are we testing this three months later> people who live near a gas leak in California are furious.  

They say even though so-Cal gas capped the leak, the company should pay for cleanings inside affected 

homes. Many people returning home say they still smell gas from the leak, and found residue throughout 

their homes. But so-call gas say it's not their job to pay for cleanings. < The public health department has 

said folks should air out their houses.  Open up their windows.  Open up their doors > So-Cal Gas says it 

has sent out 36-million dollars in reimbursement checks. But many people say they haven't seen any 

money. 

 

3/7/16   6am 

Applegate farms has recalled its naturals chicken nuggets in 8 ounce packages. There may be small pieces 

of plastic in the product. The packages have a "best before" date of September 27, 2016. You can return 

your package to the store where you purchased it for a full refund. 

 

3/9/16   Noon 

Wichita fire marshal brad crisp has extended a "burn ban" in the city, but also lifted the ban for Sedgwick 

County. Crisp says, even with the recent rain....fires can still be started by discarded cigarettes. 

 

3/11/16   6am 

The Kansas house approves a bill banning minors from indoor tanning beds. The bill now heads to the 

senate. If the bill becomes law... Salon owners could be fined up to 250-dollars for allowing people under 

18-years-old to use tanning devices. Supporters say... It would protect young people from ultraviolet lights 

that can cause melanoma. Critics argue... The bill prevents parents from deciding what's best for their 

children. 

 

3/12/16   8am 

In a factfinder 12 health alert... the zika virus is now in Kansas. KDHE confirms an adult in southwest 

Kansas has the virus. Doctors say the person contracted the virus while visiting another country. It's linked 



 

 

to a birth defect that causes babies to be born with abnormally small heads. The virus is typically spread 

through mosquitoes. But it has not been detected in any mosquitoes here in the United States. <sot 

verbatim: 7.51.28: we would not expect it to spread in Kansas, although the public health will keep an eye 

on that and make sure, currently there are no known mosquitos in Kansas that carry this virus  > About 80 

percent of the people who become infected never show any symptoms. 

 

3/13/16   10pm 

Three people are seriously hurt in an accident on Kellogg. The Sedgwick county sheriff's office says a car 

crossed into the eastbound lanes, and hit another car near 135th street west around five-45 this afternoon. 

The stretch of Kellogg was closed for more than an hour while law enforcement were investigating. 

 

3/14/16   5am 

It says multiple injuries in Amtrak derailment 

*128 passengers & 14 crew on board 

* 26 people injured 

*2 critically hurt 

According to officials on the scene, the train was operating out of Los Angeles and heading to Chicago. 

Initial reports, show at least five rail cars came off the track. These are pictures sent to us by passenger. 

There were approximately 128 passengers and 14 crew members on board.  There are reports of at least 20 

people being taken to hospitals in Dodge City and Garden City, but none of the victims have life- 

threatening injuries. The Red Cross and other relief agencies are on-site providing assistance to the other 

passengers, who will then be provided alternate transportation to their final destination.  Amtrak is working 

with B-N-S-F to investigate a cause. We’ll continue to update you as we get more information. < We have 

taken and evacuated all the patients > 

 

3/15/16   5am 

Here's another look at what we know now ... The Amtrak train crashed near Cimarron around midnight this 

morning ... Causing six cars to tip over. 145 people were on the train at the time of the derailment ... 32 

were hurt. Investigators say an engineer pulled the emergency brake when he saw a curve in the track... 

Officials say an unreported car accident could have caused the damage to the track. The N-T-S-B is looking 

at several factors ... The agency is expected to be on scene for about a week. We will continue to ask 

questions during the investigation... 

 

3/16/16   5am 

The Kansas human rights commission says there is probable cause to believe allegations of sexual 

discrimination in the hiring process by the saline county health department. Our news partners at the salina 

journal report, Suzette Brotton was passed over for the director's job in 20-14, which went to Bronson 

Farmer instead. Farmer had previously been fired from the department for misrepresenting mileage. The 

commission says there is evidence to support the discrimination complaint. 

 

3/17/16   6am 

We’re waiting to get more answers this morning from the Harvey County sheriff's office about a toddler 

that found alone along highway 50, deputies do tell us the child is ok. We’re told the child was reported 

missing around 7:30 last night in the city of Walton. What we don't know is how long the child was 

missing when they were found along the highway. We're told those answers will have to come from the 

sheriff later this morning. 

 

3/18/16   6am 

If you have any canned tuna in the house... make sure to check the u-p-c codes before eating it. Bumble bee 

and tri-union seafood are recalling thousands of their chunk light tuna cans. Bumble bee says some 32-

thousand cases may have been contaminated during a factory sterilization process. The company says 

eating the tuna could be life-threatening... but there are no reports yet of anyone getting sick. Tri-union 

seafood recalled about three-thousand cases of its "chicken of the sea" brand that may be undercooked. 

 

3/19/16   9am 



 

 

A local woman calls factfinder 12... Warning of a scam... so you don't fall for it. She says she received a 

call from a man claiming to be from "cox communications." he said... her computer was sending cox "error 

messages". He wanted her to give him permission to remotely control her computer. She knew immediately 

this was wrong... since it sounded similar to the "Microsoft scam." she hung-up and called cox. Factfinder 

12 reached-out to cox communications. A spokesman says this would-be victim did the right thing. Cox 

will never solicit personal, sensitive, or account information that way... If you have any doubts about a 

caller, you can call 888-952-32-78 to verify the call is really coming from cox communications. 

 

3/20/16   10pm 

Jason Lumpkin’s friends and family tell me... He looked forward to driving at the import face off in 

maize... Every year. That he loved racing... And would help out other drivers every chance he had. His loss 

Sunday... One that's being mourned throughout the racing community. 

 

3/21/16   4:30am 

A woman is killed when near ark-city when she turned in front of a semi. It happened around noon Sunday 

-- on highway 1-66.  The Kansas highway patrol says the 79-year-old woman from Oklahoma -- was 

attempting to do a U-turn on the highway. She turned in front of the truck -- and the driver was unable to 

avoid hitting her car. She died on scene. 

 

3/22/16   6am 

The wreckage from a plane... That crash landed at the tallgrass country club golf course last Friday still sits 

at the 14th hole and it may stay there for several more days. The plane's owner says, insurance adjusters 

and in Texas and won't be in Wichita until the end of the week. They’re still trying to figure out the best 

way to remove the plane. The plane's owner says the best option might be taking it apart, or finding 

equipment strong enough to carry it out without damaging the course. The club closed the back nine holes 

on the course after the crash. 

 

3/23/16   4:30am 

Dozens of grass fires just in the last couple of weeks.... have had small town fire departments running 

practically non-stop. And they're starting to pay the price for all that hard work. Some smaller departments 

in rural Kansas have already spent more on equipment repair and maintenance... than they had budgeted for 

the *entire* year. And there's still a second fire season in the fall to deal with. Each time a truck is sent on a 

call... It costs upwards of 50 dollars in gas alone... And many are coming back with flat tires, from running 

through ditches and across gravel roads. Those cost some departments three hundred dollars, each to 

replace. Many of the water pumps are starting to break down as well... From overuse. <sot verbatim: those 

pumps are not made to run six, eight, ten hours straight with no break. And the dusty weather from it being 

dry plugs up the air cleaners and makes it run hotter. It just creates an atmosphere that's a lot harder on 

equipment. > Firefighters say... The best thing *you* can do to help out... Is be careful of any activity that 

could cause a fire-starting spark... And if you see something that even looks like flames, call it in 

immediately. Small fires are much easier to put out... Than big ones. 

 

3/24/16   5am 

Governor Sam Brownback declared a state of disaster emergency for the area affected by the wildfire. 

What this does is authorize state resources to assist the communities affected. The Kansas division of 

emergency management is monitoring the situation and working with local...state and federal agencies. 

 

3/25/16   10pm 

A wildfire in Barber County continues to burn. Right now the fire remains 15 percent contained. It’s burned 

nearly 400-thousand acres of land in Kansas and Oklahoma. Tonight we're learning of some new relief 

efforts underway. Kansas National Guard black hawk helicopters will aid in the fire effort tomorrow. Each 

helicopter has a four person crew and can carry 660 gallon of water in a bucket to dump on the flames. 

 

3/26/16   9am 

That wildfire in Barber County continues to burn. Right now the fire remains 15 percent contained. It’s 

burned nearly 400-thousand acres of land in Kansas and Oklahoma. Today, Kansas National Guard black 



 

 

hawk helicopters will join the fire effort. Each helicopter has a four person crew and can carry 660 gallons 

of water in a bucket to dump on the flames. 

 

3/27/16   10pm 

As we mentioned earlier- a lot of you woke up to see snow this morning. Here's how the National Guard 

dealt with the powder... You can see them prepping their black hawk helicopters after medicine lodge got 

about three inches... We also caught up with some kids here in Wichita out in the snow... it wasn't on the 

grass for long - much of it melted before noon. Many of you sent us your photos showing the snow... 

 

3/28/16   5:30am 

Fire departments from across the state... And state lines will leave barber county today. They've been 

helping to contain the wildfire. Some firefighters travelled from out of state ... Including one from Iowa 

who helps fight fires across the country. <to have this many local resources this close is a pretty amazing 

thing. We've got guys right behind me that are from five and six hours away that drove all night last night 

through the snow storm to get here for today's shift.> we posted videos and pictures on our Facebook page - 

to thank the first responders working around the clock to put out the fires and keep you safe. If you want to 

thank the first responders - head over to our Facebook page and share this post. 

 

3/29/16   6am 

Many of you are waking up to the smell of smoke. The smoke has nothing to do with the wildfires burning 

in barber county. Dispatchers tell us - the smell is coming from controlled burns in the flint hills and one 

here in Sedgwick County. Let's bring meteorologist Mark Larson in on this. Mark - you see strong winds 

today - that what - might bring more smoke to the Wichita area? 

 

3/30/16   6am 

A new study illuminates a potential problem with your car's headlights. The insurance institute of highway 

safety finds - out of more than 30 midsized car models it tested - only one model received a "good grade" 

for its headlight performance. It’s the first time the agency tested headlight performance. the i-i-h-s says - 

of the rest models it tested - about a third are rated "acceptable" - another third received a "marginal grade" 

and the remaining third was graded "poor" <David Zuby/ Insurance Institute for Highway Safety/ IIHS 

Chief Research Officer)) "Over half of the fatal crashes that occur every year occur at night or at dusk or at 

dawn. Uh, helping drivers see the road better at night// (COVER) can help cut into those deaths and 

injuries."> The Toyota Prius V L-E-D headlights - available only in the top trim line - are the only 

headlights to get a "good" rating. At the bottom are the halogen headlights in the B-M-W 3 series.    

 

3/31/16   5am 

The FDA approves a new label for a common abortion-inducing drug. The label will now say it's safe to 

take up to 70 days after the woman's last menstrual cycle, instead of 49 days. Mifeprex was previously 

known by the name RU-486. 

 

4/1/16   5:30am 

Starting today... Controlled burns will be restricted in Wichita. It’s an effort to prevent this alert from 

popping up on the digital billboards you see during your drive. This will be in effect for the entire month of 

April. Open burn permits will not be issued. Outdoor cooking is still allowed as well as some agricultural 

burning. Burning trash... brush... and yard waste isn't. 16 counties in Kansas have burn bans beginning 

today as part of a statewide plan to reduce air pollution in urban areas. 

 

4/2/16   9am 

It’s a factfinder 12 health alert for one... Reno county town... The state health department says pretty prairie 

residents need to boil their water finding e-coli in the city's water supply... If you live in pretty prairie, 

health officials say you should boil your water for a minute.... Get rid of ice cubes in your freezer... And 

turn off your automatic ice maker. Finally, if you're doing the dishes, you should submerge what you're 

cleaning in water and bleach for about a minute. Health officials say most e-coli bacteria are harmless, so 

this is just a precaution. 

 

4/3/16   10pm 



 

 

Take a look at this... The damage from the Anderson creek fire is so bad, you can see it from space... A 

NASA satellite caught a glimpse of the fire scar... We're told at this time, the fire is 95 percent contained. 

 

4/4/16   5:30am 

Federal investigators are trying to piece together what led to a deadly train derailment outside Philadelphia 

Sunday. Amtrak Train 89 was on its way from New York City to Savannah, Georgia Sunday morning... 

when it slammed into a backhoe on the tracks. Officials say two Amtrak workers were killed... more than 

30 passengers were hurt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS 

 

1/1/16   10pm 

In his weekly address today president Obama said that because congress won't act on gun control -- he will. 

Chip Reid tells us what the president plans to do. 

 

1/2/16   6pm 

A Wichita lawmaker says... his bill expanding the state's anti-discrimination law will get a hearing within 

the first few weeks of the legislative session... Representative john Carmichael’s bill would ban 

discrimination towards Kansans who identify as a member of the l-g-t-b-q community. It was introduced 

last year after Governor Sam Brownback’s decision to repeal an executive order protecting gay and lesbian 

state workers from discrimination. The hearing is scheduled for January 14th -- inside the statehouse in 

Topeka. 

 

1/3/16   10pm 

President Obama will meet- with the attorney general tomorrow... to discuss what actions he can take to 

reduce gun violence. The president is expected to use *executive action to strengthen background checks 

required for gun purchases. Previous calls for stricter background checks were met with opposition from 

republicans - and mixed feelings from democrats. The white house is expected to unveil details of the 

executive actions as early as this week.  

 

1/4/16   5am 

State lawmakers are getting ready to return to Topeka for the 2016 legislative session...  And some have 

already filed bills they want to work on. Statehouse reporter Pilar Pedraza takes a look at what lawmakers 

are working on so far. 

 

1/5/16   6am 

President Obama will deliver remarks from the White House today outlining new executive actions he 

intends to take to tackle gun violence. The measures include plans to close background check loopholes and 

keep people with mental health restrictions from possessing guns. Republicans in Congress and on the 

presidential campaign trail are already criticizing the move. 

 

1/6/16   4:30am 

Yesterday, president Obama reflected on the mass shootings in America during his tenure in the white 

house....  While announcing proposals to expand background checks and increase staffing. The president's 

proposal to reduce gun violence includes requiring gun dealers, including those at gun shows and online, to 

be licensed and to conduct background checks. Right now ... About 40 percent of gun sales do not have a 

background check. President Obama wants to increase funding for mental health care, and hire more A-T-F 

agents.  That action would require approval from the congress. “This is not a plot to take away everybody's 

guns. You pass a background check, you purchase a firearm." 

 

1/8/16   4:30am 

President Barack Obama hosted a town hall - taking and answering questions about gun control and his 

recently proposed executive actions. Many of the names and faces who were at the town hall may be 

familiar. Taya Kyle -- the widow of Chris Kyle -- the soldier portrayed in the movie *American sniper*. 

Kyle was shot and killed in 2013 at a Texas gun range. She and others say the background checks won't 

stop those who want to kill. On the other side -- Gabby Giffords' husband spoke out as an advocate of gun 

control.  Giffords was shot in 2011 - in an assassination attempt - while meeting with constituents in a 

supermarket parking lot. Throughout last night's town hall -- the president reiterated he is not going take 

away the guns of law-abiding Americans. The owner of a Wichita gun academy was at the town hall. "The 

way it is described, is that we are trying to take away everybody's guns. Our position is consistently 

mischaracterized." the *national rifle association* was invited -- but declined to send anyone. The president 

said he would be happy to sit down with them. 

 

 

1/9/16   8am 



 

 

Governor Sam Brownback expanded an executive order to block *any* refugee who tries to come into the 

state.  This order affects all refugees... Not just refugees from Syria, who the first order blocked back 

November. The order says state agencies cannot help resettle any refugees who are deemed security risks to 

Kansas. So, how does the state know a person's risk level? We asked the state and didn't get a direct answer 

but a spokesperson tells us... it has to do with the federal government not sharing information... saying... 

"For any refugee the federal government wants to relocate to Kansas, we have asked to see the vetting and 

security documents used by the federal government in making its decision.  To date, they have refused to 

share that information with the state." a local refugee resettling group says it's working through the order 

now to see how it will affect those it serves. “As a resettlement agency we're not in a position to address his 

concerns and we urge him to raise his concerns with the state department.” The governor says the expanded 

order comes after two Iraqi refugees were arrested in Texas and California on suspicion of helping the 

Islamic state. Brownback says in a statement "this is evidence that the Obama administration is 

disregarding the safety of our citizens through a refugee vetting system that is clearly inadequate." the 

governor's order goes on to say Kansas will remain welcoming to refugees that the state can be assured 

pose no risk. 

 

1/10/16   5:30pm 

We’re one day away from the start of this year's legislative session... it's shaping up to be a big year inside 

the statehouse in Topeka.. State leaders say they'll head back to the drawing board in an attempt to fix the 

state's budget woes. They'll also look into re-doing the education funding formula. Statehouse reporter Pilar 

Pedraza will be inside the capitol on opening day... Look for her coverage all day on eyewitness news... 

And on her twitter account, k-w-c-h Pilar. 

 

1/11/16   4:30am 

Democratic presidential front-runner.... Hillary Clinton has released a new ad titled "incredible" - taking 

aim at her republican rivals. It features clips from Donald trump, Ted Cruz, Chris Christie and Jeb bush. A 

narrator calls the g-o-p candidates dangerous - and points to Hillary as the only candidate to stop them. The 

republican national committee criticized the ad - saying under president Obama - we've become less 

prosperous - and less safe, and Hillary Clinton wants to expand on this legacy of failure. 

 

1/12/16   4:30am 

Lawmakers returned to Topeka and say they do not expect the drama we saw last year. Senator ty 

masterson says Kansas is collecting more taxes than last year and the budget comes down to balancing 

income with expenses. He's waiting for results of an efficiency study on "state government and spending" 

that should come out today. <sot verbatim:-all that's really needed this year are some tweaks to the budget 

that would allow it to balance out this year, and I’m fairly optimistic about that (edit) maybe something 

good will happen, maybe the carry-over from December when it was down a lot more the last ten days of 

the month than we thought it was going to be, maybe that will turn into a positive for January > neither 

lawmaker got a preview of the governor's state of the state address. Donovan does not expect any surprises, 

Masterson said he expects to hear optimism. 

 

1/13/16   5am 

Governor Sam Brownback gave his state of the state address. the governor put a couple of proposals out 

there on education and finding alternatives for health care - rather than expanding Medicaid, he also called 

for a constitutional amendment to change the way Kansas supreme court justices are selected. <sot 

verbatim: The current selection method used for the Supreme Court removes the people of Kansas from the 

process of selecting judges. It places the process in the hands of those lawyers who regularly appear in front 

of the judges they select. Well, enough is enough. 

 

1/14/16   5am 

The governor also followed through - on an order to de-fund Planned Parenthood. He spoke about doing 

this during his "state of the state address." in the order, he says... "Kansans deserve a higher quality of 

services, more transparency and more fiscal responsibility than has been shown by the P-P-F-A, and, either 

directly or by association, by Planned Parenthood of Kansas and mid Missouri..." we talked to a spokes-

person with planned parenthood who says this an attempt to divert attention from Brownback’s policy 



 

 

failures. She says the move will hurt women who need services provided by Planned Parenthood. The 

governor says - there are other clinics that provide the same services. 

 

1/15/16   5am 

Since September, the Constitution hasn't changed.// but the poll numbers have. The fact is there's a big 

overhang. There’s a big question on your head and you can't do that to the party. > Donald trump claimed 

Ted Cruz isn't qualified to run for president because he was born to a u-s citizen on Canadian soil. Cruz and 

trump are neck-and-neck for the top spot in the g-o-p race. Marco Rubio and Chris Christie went head to 

head, while the rest of the candidates struggled to grab the spotlight.  The candidates get another chance to 

faceoff in two weeks.... just days before the Iowa caucuses. 

 

1/16/16   9am 

President Obama has announced a new push to find a cure for cancer. He put vice president Biden in 

charge of what Obama called a "moonshot" for the nation. As Erin Burnett reports, Biden already the ball 

rolling. 

 

1/17/16   10pm 

How fast do you drive? The state is thinking about letting you go a bit faster on some roads. Raising the 

speed limit was one of the ideas suggested in Topeka this last week... statehouse reporter Pilar Pedraza 

takes a look at why. 

 

1/18/16   4:30am 

Another bill proposed in the House would prohibit school districts in Kansas from banning air guns on 

school property. The bill suggests allowing air guns on school campuses for the use in organizations or 

school activities. In September, the Derby school district voted to prohibit a B-B gun club from using 

Oaklawn Elementary school for meetings, events and practices.  

 

1/19/16   Noon 

It’s just two weeks until the Iowa caucuses and the two leading republican candidates in the state - are 

taking aim at each other. Craig Boswell has new details on the "Trump versus Cruz" battle in campaign 

2016... 

 

1/20/16   6am 

Sarah Palin is now team Trump. The former vice presidential candidate will campaign with Donald Trump 

in Iowa and Oklahoma today. Yesterday she officially endorsed his bid for the White House. Pundits say 

the move presents a setback Texas Senator Ted Cruz, who is in a close race with Trump in Iowa. On the 

Democratic side -- a recent poll shows Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders beating frontrunner, Hillary 

Clinton, 2-to-1, in New Hampshire. 

 

1/22/16   4:30am 

Political mailers like this one... Filling the homes of mailboxes across the 63 counties, Kansas' first 

congressional district. Take a close look, and you'll find a disclaimer: "This mailing was prepared, 

published, and mailed at taxpayer expense."  It’s called "the frank"...  A privilege for congress that dates 

back to 1775... Created as a means to educate constituents. In 20-14, an election year.... Congressman Tim 

Huelskamp spent more than $61-thousand taxpayer dollars on mass mailings... That's more than Kansas' 

other three members of congress spent - combined. In the first three quarters of 2015, Huelskamp spent 

nearly *$69-thousand dollars. Representative Yoder, spent only $80 dollars... While Pompeo and Lynn, 

didn't spend a dime. Fourth quarter numbers weren’t available yet on public record, but in December, 

Huelskamp's office, sent out two more mailers, to homes across district one.  Some Kansans... Question if 

Huelskamp’s mailers are appropriate. 5) I don't think it's right to use taxpayer money to send that kind of 

information in the mail, esp. during an election year. It just looks like they're misusing taxpayer funds to 

promote themselves. Huelskamp office sent eyewitness news this statement... “ “Families in the First 

District of Kansas deserve to know how I am working for them in Congress. Communicating with Kansans 

is one of my highest priorities… It is what Kansans expect and deserve."" Some Disagree.. 4) I think they 

should use campaign contributions to pay for that and not taxpayer money. I think that money could be 

better used for something else 6) it still doesn't seem quite right. There are plenty of other ways that he can 



 

 

educate constituents without having to mail individuals.//7) the fact that he spent more than the three others 

is a shock. I'm surprised he's still in office. 

 

1/23/16   9am 

The top senate republican in Topeka says a senate committee chair is probably going to re-visit a rule about 

appropriate attire. Based on the number of comments on our Facebook post.... Many of you have seen this 

story about a Stafford county lawmaker senator Mitch Holmes' has a rule for a committee he chairs... 

asking those who appear in his committee to dress appropriately. The rule doesn't give specifics as to what 

men should wear. But it does say what women should *not wear. 

 

1/24/16   10pm 

Provide long-term birth control to uninsured women in Kansas. That's the purpose of a new bill meant to 

bring down the number of teen pregnancies *and abortions around the state. It's based on a program in 

Colorado that helped do exactly that. We take a look at what some say this would do for Kansas. 

 

1/25/16   4:30am 

The Iowa caucuses are one week from today and the Des Moines register has decided on who it will 

endorse from both parties. Senator Marco Rubio and democratic frontrunner Hillary Clinton... reacted to 

the news. 

 

1/26/16   4:30am 

A new bill proposed in the state house ... would penalize employers for knowingly hiring undocumented 

workers at the state level.  The bill was proposed by the committee on federal and state affairs. it would 

allow the attorney general to investigate an employer, and notify the district or county attorney, who could 

then take civil action. A first violation would lead to a three year probation and force the employer to fire 

all undocumented employees. A second violation would lead to 10 years probation, and a third would 

suspend the employer's licenses. 

 

1/27/16   5am 

There’s a renewed push.... to change marijuana laws in Kansas. A senate panel approved a bill that lessens 

the penalties for marijuana possession. The panel also legalized hemp oil for those with epilepsy. We’ve 

told you before about Kiley and Gavin Klug’s efforts to legalize hemp oil. Their son has five to 20 seizures 

every day. They understand hemp oil isn't a cure for seizures but they say it can treat them. <sot verbatim: 

"The Hemp Oil would at least not have any side effects. It could possibly reduce his seizures and give him 

better quality of life and improved cognition,"  > if the bill to reduce marijuana penalties is passed,  it's 

estimated to cut the number of prisoners in Kansas by 57 in its first year. 

 

1/28/16   5am 

Instead of fighting off republican presidential candidates tonight.... Front-runner Donald Trump is at war 

with fox news. Trump announced he's skipping tonight's g-o-p debate in Iowa hosted by fox. He says... He's 

unhappy with the way the network is treating him. Instead... He will host a benefit for veterans across town. 

Trump had already demanded fox news replace moderator Megyn Kelly... Who he says treated him 

unfairly in previous debates. Now he's blaming a fox new press release for his decision to drop out. <I was 

not treated well by FOX they came out with this ridiculous PR statement, drawn up by a child.> the press 

release mocked trump, saying he couldn't handle foreign adversaries and should replace his cabinet with 

twitter followers. Trump's main rival, Ted Cruz, took advantage of the boycott and launched a "ducking 

Donald" page on his campaign website. He's even selling a new hat that reads, "Make trump debate again." 

< "If she asks him mean questions, I mean, his hair might stand on end.> tonight's debate is the last debate 

before Monday’s Iowa caucuses. 

 

1/29/16   4:30am 

Should the government know who you call on the phone? Congressman Mike Pompeo is calling on mass 

surveillance to be reinstated. He's introducing a bill to restore the n-s-a's bulk metadata collection program. 

We talked to Pompeo about the plan. Under his plan the government could get information about who you 

call, how many times you talk with that person...and the length of your conversation. The government 

would not be able to listen or know the content of your calls or e-mails. That would take a warrant. His plan 



 

 

has divided republicans....but he says it necessary to keep Americans safe. <sot verbatim:  19:37 i think 

when people understand the facts of what the program does there is a vast concerns democrat and 

republican that it's the right thing to do. > Americans learned about the national security agency program in 

2013 when former n-s-a contractor Edward Snowden revealed thousands of classified NSA documents to 

the public.  

 

1/30/16   8am 

The Kansas highway patrol needs to find 34 people to work in southwest Kansas. K-h-p says a combination 

of retirements and a lack of funding created the shortage. Troop E - which covers nearly a quarter of the 

state including garden city - only has 21 troopers. That means some counties don't have a trooper at all. 

And that could affect you the next time you call 9-1-1. <"It just makes our response times longer, we also 

don't get to cover as many roads as we'd like to, if there's a stranded motorist, and we don't happen to be by 

it could increase our times to get them."  > Troopers hope visits to local schools and area job fairs will 

attract people to apply for those open jobs. 

 

1/31/16   5:30am 

A proposal at the statehouse in Topeka could make it easier for you to vote. The bill would let voters 

register *and cast a ballot on Election Day. 10 states and the District of Columbia already have similar 

laws. However, secretary of state Kris Kobach says he's against the proposal. Kobach argues same-day 

registration could cause people to vote more than once. 

 

2/1/16   5am 

< 22:54:25 as a very patriotic person, I looked up and saw the flag hanging by one grommet. Realizing that 

is a signal, and the international signal for distress. > A Wichita veteran reaches out to factfinder 12... After 

seeing an American flag improperly hanging outside a government office. The flag is outside the 

department of child and family services building in south Wichita. It's hanging upside down, and is secured 

to the pole by a single grommet. <sot verbatim: 24:34 it's very disgraceful and very discouraging. We've 

lost too many people, and too many people who've come home, and we are home still and are not fully 

home. We don't want to see this. And that shows us that it's just being disrespectful, and not taken care of. 

> Eyewitness news called d-c-f to ask them about the flag...but their offices are closed on Sundays we will 

call again today. 

 

2/2/16   Noon 

While the focus is now on New Hampshire... Kansas will have *it's say march 5th... With the Kansas 

caucus... You can go to k-w-c-h dot com slash elections to find out where you can take part... How the 

process works... And to see bios for all the candidates. 

 

2/3/16   5am 

Kansas lawmakers.... Put immigration issues on the agenda with a pair of bills targeting so-called sanctuary 

cities. A sanctuary city is one where policies are in place to not prosecute undocumented people. One bill 

would force local law enforcement to cooperate with federal immigration officials. Another bill would ban 

sanctuary cities and withdraw state funding from cities with sanctuary policies. Kansas is one of at least a 

dozen states discussing measures like this. Lawmakers are also considering a bill that would cut the number 

of Kansas school districts in half. There will be a hearing on the school re-alignment proposal *today. Pilar 

Pedraza will be at that hearing. She’ll have updates throughout the day. Make sure you follow her on 

twitter at kwch Pilar. 

 

2/4/16   5am 

Kansans hear about a pair of bills.......that target so-called sanctuary cities. The bills would ban sanctuary 

cities and withdraw state funding from cities with sanctuary policies. Sedgwick county sheriff Jeff Easter 

says he's not for this type of legislation. But he's also not for allowing people to come into our community 

illegally...commit crimes and then get released. These type of bills are popping in several different states. 

Proponents of sanctuary communities say people need to be able to call on police for help without fear of 

deportation. Six Kansas counties including Sedgwick have such policies. Those in favor of the bill say it 

would protect citizens from incidents like one in San Francisco where a woman was killed. The man 

charged in her death was living in the country illegally and had been released from jail even though federal 



 

 

agents wanted him detained for deportation. Sheriff Easter says that would not happen here in Kansas but 

there are other things to consider with this bill. <sot verbatim: i ask that you consider my testimony today 

before making any haste decision on this bill that could potentially could cause taxpayer money being 

given to illegal immigrants do to lawsuits. No action has been taken on the bill yet.   

 

2/5/16   5am 

A house committee approves a bill that would eliminate a projected deficit of nearly 200 million dollars in 

the state budget. The measure does include proposals Governor Sam Brownback suggested for closing the 

state gap. It also would add nearly two and a half million dollars to the next budget. That money will give 

corrections officers at state prisons a pay raise. The turnover rate at state prisons is almost 30 percent. The 

bill goes to the house for debate next week.  

 

2/6/16   8am 

Another bill to make it out of the house... one that allows underage drinkers to avoid charges if they call for 

medical help. We first told you about it last night. Supporters say it's designed to prevent alcohol poisoning 

and deaths of college students. Some Wichita State students drove to Topeka this week to speak in favor of 

the bill. <sot verbatim: I think it could potentially save lives i don't know of too many situations where 

people find themselves in a medical emergency while a minor but the possibility is always there and it just 

removes that fear of calling for help. Opponents say this removes consequences for underage drinkers. The 

senate passed the measure last year...they must do so again before it goes to the governor. 31 other states 

have similar laws already in place. 

 

2/7/16   10pm 

Democrats Hillary Clinton and Bernie sanders say... they'll debate next month in flint, Michigan. The event 

will be carried live on c-n-n.... two days before the state's primary election. The decision to hold the debate 

in the Michigan town.... comes after testing revealed unsafe levels of toxic chemicals in the city's drinking 

water. 

 

2/8/16   6am 

Presidential candidates are focused on New Hampshire. The granite state will host the nation's first primary 

election tomorrow. Candidates are investing a lot of time and effort to win over voters. A recent poll shows 

Donald trump leading the republican field followed by Marco Rubio.. And Ted Cruz. <(Donald Trump/ (R) 

Presidential Candidate) "I picked up a lot of delegates in Iowa and in New Hampshire I think I'm going to 

do very well.  I have a great relationship between the vets and all of the people in New Hampshire.  They 

just seem to be very positive for me.  > The same poll shows Bernie sanders leading former secretary of 

state Hillary Clinton 58-to-35-percent. 

 

2/9/16   6am 

Voters in New Hampshire have already begun taking to the polls... in the first in the nation primary contest. 

Republican frontrunner Donald Trump has his sights set on a win today -- while rival contenders Ted Cruz, 

Marco Rubio, John Kasich and Jeb Bush are locked in a battle for second place. Democrat Bernie Sanders 

could come away with a win in the Granite State...after losing Iowa to Hillary Clinton by a small margin. 

 

2/10/16   6pm 

Is your child's school funded as fairly...as another school across the state... We'll have the answer to that... 

Tomorrow... In an update to breaking news from five... When we learned *tomorrow* the Kansas supreme 

court will rule on *part* of the on-going Kansas school finance case Pilar Pedraza is live with what we 

could expect. 

 

2/11/16   6am 

The Kansas Supreme Court is expected to rule today - on an on-going school finance lawsuit. The decision 

deals with the equity of funding - whether every school is getting its fair share of money schools argue the 

state has *not met its constitutional obligation to fairly and adequately fund schools. In past decisions - 

Lower courts agreed with the schools behind the lawsuit - saying the state is not fairly funding schools. One 

of the lawyers arguing for the schools believes the decision will follow previous rulings. <I think it's likely 

that they will follow what the trial court did and find the reneging on the equalization payments to be 



 

 

unconstitutional, and we would expect them to order the legislature to make the payments as required by 

the Kansas Constitution.  > Education reporter Pilar Pedraza will be in Topeka today to speak with 

lawmakers about the ruling. We'll have complete coverage throughout the day on air and online at k-w-c-h 

dot com. 

 

2/12/16   6am 

Donald Trump is making a new campaign promise. He's cleaning up his mouth. The republican front-

runner says - He will no longer use foul language. Trump received criticism - earlier this week - for 

repeating what an audience member yelled during an event - calling Ted Cruz an offensive term for lacking 

courage. <I won't use foul language, I'm just not going to do it. I'm not going to... they're all saying, do it, 

do it.  I'm not.> republicans are now focusing on the South Carolina primary - held one week from 

tomorrow. Then they will head to Nevada to caucus one week later - on February 27th. 

 

2/13/16   8am 

"I won't use foul language, I'm just not going to do it." less than 24 hours after pledging to stay positive -- 

trump threatened ted Cruz with a lawsuit tweeting: "if ted Cruz doesn't clean up his act, stop cheating, & 

doing negative ads, i have standing to sue him for not being a natural born citizen" Cruz returned fire. 

<There is more than a little irony in Donald accusing anyone of being nasty given the torrent of obscenities 

and vulgarities that come out of his month." > In South Carolina where voters will cast ballots later this 

month -- the airwaves are full of spiteful ads. This one backfired on Cruz - his campaign pulled it after 

finding out this actress is an adult film star. Cruz’s team says it's re-focusing with a new spot spoofing the 

move office space. 

 

2/14/16   10pm 

There will not be an autopsy performed on the body of Justice Antonin Scalia. He died yesterday while on 

vacation, starting a fight over his replacement. Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell says, he won't 

allow a vote on a potential nominee until after the election. However, president Obama insists he'll pick 

someone before then. 

 

2/15/16   5:30am 

Former president George w. bush hits the campaign trail today --to help his brother. Bush will appear with 

Jeb at a rally in South Carolina. Jeb bush says George W. can vouch for his readiness to be commander in 

chief. Jeb bush is hoping to gain more momentum after a fourth place finish in New Hampshire. South 

Carolina’s primary is Saturday. 

 

2/16/16   6am 

A Kansas lawmaker is trying once again to put together a statewide law for body cameras on law 

enforcement officers. Part of the proposed bill addresses who gets access to video from the body cameras. 

The bill highlights who should have access to the video and under what circumstances it would be released. 

Senator David Haley sponsored the bill. The current version would allow the subject of the video or their 

parents if they're a minor - A victim - An attorney or someone with written permission access to the video. 

Other than that - You would need a court order to get access... That includes media outlets like eyewitness 

news. Haley says the restrictions are all about privacy. "we don't want to let those who, in fact, may be 

perpetrators, or who may in fact not be supportive of a full investigation have ready access to the 

information."> Haley says details of the bill are still being worked out. He says he would like to see the 

video be readily available to the media. This bill is still in committee and has no hearing date set. 

 

2/17/16   5:30am 

Just days before the South Carolina primary... Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump is fending 

off a direct attack from President Barack Obama. <(SOT Obama) "I continue to believe that Mr. Trump 

will not be president//And the reason is because I have a lot of faith in the American people." (SOT Trump) 

"You're lucky I didn't run last time when Romney ran because you would've been a one-term president." > 

Despite the prediction... Trump still commands a double digit lead in South Carolina. South Carolina will 

hold its republican primary Saturday. 

 

2/18/16   6am 



 

 

Republican presidential candidate ted Cruz is daring Donald trump to go through with his threats to sue him 

for defamation. A Cruz t-v ad shows trump in a 1999 interview speaking in support of abortion rights. 

Trump now says he opposes abortion. Trump’s attorney sent Cruz a letter Tuesday charging the ad was 

filled with outright lies... false... defamatory... and destructive statements. during a town hall meeting last 

night... Cruz said this is how he reacted when he saw the letter <"I'll confess, I laughed out loud. This has 

not been a typical race by any sense. And I don't think anyone is surprised that Donald is threatening to sue 

people. He's done that most of his adult life. But this letter really was -- look, I've practiced law 20 years, 

and this letter really pressed the bounds of the most frivolous and ridiculous letters I've ever seen.> and 

new this morning. Donald Trump falls behind in a new national poll of republican primary voters. The n-b-

c wall street journal poll shows Ted Cruz leading the republican field with 28-percent of support. He's 

followed by trump with 26-percent... however a new c-b-s poll show Donald trump leading the republican 

field. 

 

2/19/16   4:30am 

A proposal at the statehouse would take common core out of Kansas classrooms at the cost of nearly nine 

million dollars. The plan would also get rid of a-p, dual credit and i-b courses inside classrooms *if they 

don't align with the new standards developed by the state's education department many lawmakers inside 

the statehouse - and some parents groups - oppose common core standards. But educators we spoke to say 

the plan could cause major problems for Kansas schools. <"but their scope is so broad, to expect it to ever 

be in line with a certain state's standards would never be practical."  > The plan passed a Kansas house 

committee. It still needs several votes and the governor's signature before becoming law. 

 

2/20/16   8am 

Lawmakers and the governor hiked the state sales tax during last year's record-long session... In Kansas... 

There are still *no exemptions on sales tax for groceries... As Roger Cornish reports, now two plans would 

change that.... 

 

2/21/16   10pm 

Next up - Nevada for republicans and South Carolina for democrats. After that - super Tuesday. That's next 

week, when voters in all of these states go to the polls. Hundreds of delegates are up for grabs, but not 

enough for any candidate to win the nomination. The Kansas caucuses will be that Saturday along with four 

other states. As we've told you before... If candidates come here - it will likely be in the days right after 

Super Tuesday. We're already seeing campaign offices opening in Wichita. Pilar Pedraza shows you why 

the Kansas caucuses are an important step of this year's campaign. 

 

2/22/16   Noon 

Tomorrow republicans will caucus in Nevada... And the race is beginning to focus on just a few candidates 

Danielle Nottingham is in Las Vegas with the latest from the campaign trail. 

 

2/23/16   4:30am 

Former Kansas senator bob dole endorses Senator Marco Rubio for the g-o-p presidential nomination. Bob 

Dole is just one of several endorsements Rubio has racked up. This came after Jeb Bush dropped out of the 

race. On A-B-C's Political Powerhouse podcast - Dole said quote "now that my good friend Jeb Bush is no 

longer running, I'm supporting Rubio." 

 

2/24/16   5am 

Presidential candidates vying for the White House are turning their focus to Super Tuesday 

states....following last night's Republican caucus in Nevada. Donald Trump picked up a third-consecutive 

victory in last night's Nevada Caucuses. The billionaire frontrunner got a lot of support from voters who 

say they're dissatisfied with the government.  <"there's a lot of politicians that say a lot of things, but they 

don't have the ability to go out in the real world and make things happen - he's done that. "> In the battle for 

second place, the race between Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio is still too close to call They'll face Trump in 

their next debate tomorrow night in Texas...before voters in 11 states pick their choice for commander in 

chief. 

 

2/25/16   5am 



 

 

Former g-o-p presidential candidate mitt Romney says he believes there is a "bombshell" in Donald trump's 

tax history. Romney told fox news that trump and other g-o-p presidential candidates need to release all 

their tax information for the sake of the voters. The 20-12 g-o-p nominee suggested that trump is not as 

wealthy as he claims, and is not paying certain taxes. Trump fired back. <Nobody's been bringing it up 

except Mitt Romney and the reason he brings it up is because he lost in the last election and he lost very 

badly.  > Trump says his tax returns are massive and complicated, and would take some time to release. 

 

2/29/16   Noon 

We are less than a week away from the Kansas republican and democratic caucuses. Those will be held this 

Saturday. The deadline for republican voters in Sedgwick County to pre-register is tomorrow at noon. The 

republican causes will be at century two beginning at 10 a-m. And registration for democratic voters will 

begin at 1 Saturday. Caucuses will begin at 3 p-m... At several locations. 

 

3/1/16   Noon 

Republicans are not the only candidates with planned visits to Kansas. Senator Bernie Sanders will be here 

for the next two days. Tomorrow he'll hold a rally in Kansas City. And, according to the Kansas City 

star....he'll be in Lawrence on Thursday, either on or near the KU campus. 

 

3/2/16   6am 

Donald trump takes home 7 states in Super Tuesday contests. Those include... Alabama... Arkansas.... 

Georgia... Massachusetts... Tennessee. Vermont...  And Virginia. While Ted Cruz won in Alaska... 

Oklahoma... And Texas... His home state. Marco Rubio won in Minnesota. < (Donald Trump/ (R) 

Presidential Candidate): "I am a unifier. Once we get all this finished, I am going after one person - that's 

Hillary Clinton." (Ted Cruz/ (R) Presidential Candidate): "As long as the field remains divided, Donald 

Trump's path to the nomination remains more likely. And that would be a disaster for Republicans, for 

conservatives and for the nation."> C-b-s news reports... Trump leads with 315 delegates... Cruz has 216... 

Rubio has 105... Kasich has 24... And Carson has 6. It takes 12-hundred 37 delegates to win the Republican 

nomination. 

 

3/3/16   Noon 

Cruz was the first candidate to make a stop in Kansas, but now it's Bernie’s turn. Today, the Vermont 

senator will be speaking in Lawrence. He’ll be at the Douglas county 4-h fairgrounds. Doors for this event 

open at four. And, on Friday, Wichita will get a visit from Marco Rubio. Rubio will hold a rally at Jabara 

airport from 1:45 to 2:30 in the afternoon. Doors will open at 12-45. We will be live streaming this event 

on k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

3/4/16   5am 

Democratic presidential candidate... Senator Bernie Sanders spoke in Lawrence last night. He held a rally at 

the Douglas county fairgrounds. Lines stretched in front of the fairgrounds hours before sanders spoke one 

thing sanders talked about was what makes his campaign different from others. <sot verbatim: 29:33;00 

"now this campaign, this campaign is a different type of campaign, because we're doing something very 

radical, we're telling the truth." 29:46;20 > sanders is considerably behind in delegates so far. Hillary 

Clinton has nearly 50 percent of what she needs to get the nomination...compared to sanders who has 18 

percent. 

 

3/5/16   9am 

Here's a look at what's at stake today in Kansas. 37 delegates for the democrats. 40 for the republicans. 

Kansas is one of four states the republican candidates will be fighting for today. Louisiana...Maine and 

Kentucky are the others. On the democratic side Nebraska and Louisiana are also up for grabs bringing the 

total to 113 delegates at stake. As soon as we start getting results you can find out about them first with our 

kwch app. We'll be updating things throughout the day on there. If you're signed up for our alerts we'll send 

you one once a winner is decided. 

 

 

3/6/16   10pm 



 

 

On the republican side - Marco Rubio picked up his second primary win today. He won Puerto Rico's 23 

delegates in the territory's primary election. It's the first contest in this race where any G-O-P candidate 

took more than 50 percent of the vote. 

 

3/7/16   Noon 

Ted Cruz hopes to ride a big win in Kansas this weekend into victories in Michigan and Mississippi. Voters 

in those states head to the polls tomorrow. Mark albert tells us the two republican front runners are pushing 

to be the only ones left in the race. 

 

3/8/16   6am 

Four states hold their primaries and caucuses today. Republicans will be competing for votes in Hawaii and 

Idaho. They will join democratic voters for primaries in Mississippi and Michigan. Michigan is the state 

with the most at stake especially for democrats with a total of 148 delegates on the line. Both Bernie 

sanders and Hillary Clinton were in Michigan taking part in a town hall in Detroit. <"I voted against the 

war In Iraq. She voted for the war in Iraq." (white flash) "She has a super Pac. Collected a whole lot of 

money from Wall Street. I've got 5 million individual contributions averaging 27 dollars apiece." > for the 

republicans both Donald Trump and Ted Cruz hope today will be the start of a knock-out blow to Marco 

Rubio. After winning Puerto Rico Sunday... Rubio vows he's not going anywhere. Ted Cruz won the most 

the most delegates this weekend and now trails trump by just 81. 

 

3/9/16   Noon 

Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton... will take the debate stage once again tonight, as they face off in 

Florida. Sanders defeated Clinton in last night's Michigan primary, which many people are considering an 

upset. Clinton did however pick up a win in Mississippi. On the republican side... Ted Cruz won in Idaho, 

while Donald Trump continued to cement himself as the definitive g-o-p frontrunner. Not only did the 

billionaire win in Hawaii, he won two of the night's biggest prizes... Michigan and Mississippi. <sot 

verbatim: I think it's time to unify, we have something special going on in the republican party and 

unfortunately, the people of the party, they call them the elites or they call 'em whatever they call 'em, but 

those are the people that don't respect it yet > the next contest for the g-o-p is march 15th, when five states 

hold primaries.. Including the winner-take-all primaries in Ohio and Florida. 

 

3/10/16   6am 

Republican Presidential candidates will square off tonight - in Florida for their 12th debate. Latest Polls 

show Donald Trump leading Ted Cruz, John Kasich and Marco Rubio in the winner-take-all states of Ohio 

and Florida. Both states - along with Illinois - Missouri and North Carolina - hold Republican and 

Democratic primaries next Tuesday. 

 

3/11/16   6am 

Just days before the Florida primary... Four republican presidential candidates squared off in their latest 

debate. Last night’s debate lacked the fireworks and the name-calling... of the previous debates in Houston 

and Detroit. Donald trump at one point said he couldn't believe how civil it was. The most tweeted moment 

of the night came when Marco Rubio talked about climate change. <(SOT pipe 6-cnn gop debate Sen. 

Marco Rubio/R-Presidential Candidate 2:12:19) "there's never been a time when the climate has not 

changed- I think one of the fundamental questions for a policy maker is the climate changing because of 

something we're doing and if so is there something we can do to fix it?" (-:29)> Voters in Illinois... 

Missouri... and North Carolina... Florida and Ohio head to the polls Tuesday. During the debate, Donald 

Trump said the G-O-P candidate with the most delegates at the end of primary season... even if it's not a 

majority... should be the nominee. 

 

3/12/16   8am 

Violence erupts before Donald Trump's Chicago rally, eventually getting it cancelled. Thousands of 

protesters and trump supporters clashed -- sparking shouting matches, fights, and marches. Crowds grew 

both outside and inside the event. Police tried to keep the peace as people got physical, throwing punches. 

One man even jumped on stage and had to be forcefully removed. Donald Trump tells M-S-N-B-C he met 

with police for half an hour before shutting the event down. < "I felt like it was just safer. I don't want to 



 

 

see anyone get hurt." "I think it was the right thing to do under the circumstances." > Trump has already 

cancelled a rally in Cincinnati scheduled for Sunday. 

 

3/13/16   10pm 

They've been walking since Friday morning... Covering more than 20 miles a day... All to raise awareness 

about the state of Kansas schools. These teachers, parents and students are hoping their weekend marathon 

of walking will help them when they visit the statehouse on Monday... They're trying to win lawmakers 

over to their way of thinking about the Kansas education system. Statehouse reporter Pilar Pedraza 

followed their trail... To Topeka. 

 

3/14/16   5am 

The 2016 Presidential candidates continue to criss-cross states holding critical primaries 

Tuesday...including Florida, Ohio, and Illinois. On Sunday - Democrats Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton 

both accused Donald Trump of inciting the violence that has overshadowed his rallies in recent days. The 

Republican frontrunner is favored to win in the winner-take-all state of Florida...but trails Ohio Governor 

John Kasich in his home state. Overseas -- more than 30 people are dead after a car bombing in the Turkish 

capital of (on-car-uh) Ankara. The blast targeted civilians at a bus stop on the city's main boulevard. It was 

the third devastating attack in Ankara in five months. Another attack in the Ivory Coast claimed more than 

a dozen lives. Armed men opened fire on beach-goers in a popular resort town. The gunmen were killed. Al 

Quaida's North African affiliate is claiming responsibility. 

 

3/15/16   5am 

<sot verbatim: dog, fat pig - real quotes from Donald trump about women > a new ad against Donald trump 

highlights the GOP front-runner's sharpest verbal attacks on women. The our principles pac spent a half-

million-dollars on the spot that started airing this week in it, women read harsh comments trump has made 

about women over the years...including bits from a trump interview on the Howard Stern show over a 

decade ago. 

 

3/16/16   5am 

Donald Trump won the majority of Super Tuesday states... taking home Florida, North Carolina and 

Illinois. Meanwhile Governor john Kasich made good on his promise to won his home state of Ohio < "I 

have to thank the people of the great state of Ohio. I love you that is all I can tell you, I love you."  "We are 

going to make our country rich again, we are going to make our country great again. And we need the rich 

in order to make the great. I'm sorry to tell you." > senator Marco Rubio ended his bid for president -- after 

a crushing loss in his home state of Florida Rubio is the first sitting senator to lose a primary in his home 

state since 1960. 

 

3/17/16   5am 

Senators are expected to take a final vote today on adding a provision to the state constitution's bill of 

rights. It would declare that people have a right to hunt, fish and trap. It also says public hunting and fishing 

are a preferred means of managing and controlling wildlife. The house passed the measure last month. -- 

Also headed to the governor's desk - a bill called the religious freedom act. It allows faith-based groups on 

college campuses to restrict their membership to people who believe as they do. Opponents say, the way 

the bill is written leaves the door open for any club to claim to be a religion and set any rules it wants for 

membership...leading to discrimination, potential lawsuits, even a loss of federal funds for universities in 

Kansas. <sot verbatim: Ward: there are federal silos of money that come into universities that help our 

students learn. And they all prohibit discrimination. Whitmer: they can choose... I mean membership is 

open. But really what this does is it is designed for the leadership of the organization. And it makes sense. 

If someone doesn't share your faith how can they adequately represent you in the public.> state lawmakers 

are also working on the supreme court order to fix school funding by June 30th or schools will shut down. 

The senate and house each have a bill, and they are nearly identical. Lawmakers are moving forward, but 

still waiting to learn if the court ruling means a fix for just next year, or to make up for the lost funds from 

last year. 

 

3/18/16   6am 



 

 

On the campaign trail - calls to stop Donald Trump from becoming the G-O-P Presidential nomination are 

growing louder. Marco Rubio stressed Trump's nomination would fracture the party - while former 

Republican Presidential candidate Lindsay Graham threw his support behind Ted Cruz. <((Sen. Lindsey 

Graham/ (R) South Carolina): "If you kill Ted Cruz on the floor of the Senate and the trial was in the 

Senate. Nobody could convict you."> On the Democratic side - Bernie Sanders conceded defeat to Hillary 

Clinton in Missouri's Primary - earning her a five-state sweep in Tuesday's contests. 

 

3/19/16   9am 

"When i say dump, you say trump. Dump trump, dump trump!" an intense scene in downtown salt lake...as 

hundreds of protesters gathered outside a Donald Trump rally last night. Police in riot gear blocked the 

entrance to the event center where the republican front runner was speaking. Protesters were seen tearing 

down a security tent that the secret service used to screen attendees before they entered the building. Trump 

supporters were pelted with rocks. About 150 people attended the rally. 

 

3/20/16   10pm 

It's a historic day for u-s -- Cuba relations. President Barack Obama has landed on the island nation - it’s 

the first time a sitting president has been on the island since the 19-20s... Chris Martinez is in Havana with 

that story. 

 

3/21/16   5am 

Republican presidential frontrunner Donald Trump meets with party leaders in Washington today ...before 

delivering remarks at a pro-Israel conference. The events come ahead of crucial nominating contests for 

both Republicans and Democrats in Arizona, Idaho and Utah tomorrow. Trump's goal is to rally party 

leaders behind him. He's projected to beat Ted Cruz and John Kasich in the winner-take-all state of Arizona 

tomorrow. <sot verbatim: "If we bring our party together we will win by numbers you've never seen 

before." > On the Democratic side, Bernie Sanders is counting on wins out west to slow Hillary Clinton's 

momentum. Clinton leads Sanders by nearly 800 delegates. 

 

3/22/16   6am 

President Obama addresses the Cuban people and sits down with dissidents...on the third and final day of 

his historic visit to the island nation. On Monday - the President met with Cuban leader Raul Castro and 

pressed him to improve human rights. Later today - President Obama will attend a baseball game between 

Cuba's national team and the Tampa Bay Rays. 

 

3/23/16   6am 

Former Alaska governor Sarah Palin may make a comeback to the reality t-v world. She recently signed a 

deal with a production company for a judge-Judy type show. Palin does not have a law degree but if the 

show is picked up, it would premiere next year. You may remember this is not Palin’s first reality show 

venture. She starred in t-l-c's "Sarah Palin’s Alaska" back in 20-10. Most recently, Palin was back in the 

spotlight for endorsing republican candidate Donald trump. 

 

3/24/16   6am 

President Barack Obama continues his visit to Argentina - despite criticism from Republicans - for not 

returning home following the attacks in Brussels. The President and First Lady danced the tango last night - 

at a state dinner in Buenos Aires. The day before - they attended a baseball game in Cuba. Speaking at a 

news conference with Argentina's President - President Obama maintained defeating ISIS is his top 

priority. 

 

3/25/16   10pm 

Identical bills before the Kansas house and senate are receiving national attention. The bills would allow 

students to sue schools and colleges if a transgender student was in what is deemed the "wrong" bathroom. 

The bills are described as privacy protection for students, and limit accommodations for transgender 

students. It says group bathrooms...locker rooms and showers must be limited to a single sex, and gender 

would be defined by a person's chromosomes." critics call it a bounty on transgender students. 

 

3/26/16   9am 



 

 

"Let me be clear this National Enquirer story is garbage. It is complete and utter lies. It is a tabloid smear 

and it is a smear that has come from Donald Trump and his henchmen." Presidential candidate Ted Cruz is 

talking about a story claiming he cheats on his wife. Cruz says his rival Donald trump planted the tabloid 

story. But the republican front runner says he has nothing to do with the report. All this comes after trump 

re-tweeted an unflattering photo of Cruz’s wife Heidi next to a flattering picture of his own wife Melanie. 

Trump’s response -- Cruz started it after an anti-trump super pac released an ad showing Melanie posing 

nude 16 years ago. But the ad -- meant to turn off conservative voters in Utah -- was not affiliated with the 

Cruz campaign. 

 

3/27/16   5:30pm 

Bernie sanders says his campaign... Is gaining momentum after sweeping all three democratic caucuses last 

night... Sanders won in Washington, Alaska, and Hawaii... Political observers say, that's not surprising... 

His campaign has done well in caucuses and out west... Sanders is still behind Hillary Clinton in the 

delegate count... But he says he can still beat the former secretary of state. <"I think every vote is pivotal.  

We are now winning in state after state.  > Here’s a look at the delegate count, including yesterday's 

caucuses... Hillary is still ahead of sanders by a little less than 300 delegates... but - if you count super 

delegates - her lead grows... 

 

3/28/16   6am 

Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders- sweeps three western states this weekend. Sanders won 

caucuses in Washington... Hawaii... and Alaska over the weekend. Speaking at a rally in Wisconsin... 

Sanders told supporters his campaign has the momentum. <"I think every vote is pivotal.  We are now 

winning in state after state.  The Latino vote, we're doing better now that we're out of the South with the 

African American vote.  We're doing extraordinarily well with young people.  And we are. We think we do 

have a path toward victory." > The Clinton campaign has not publicly addressed the results from this 

weekend's contests. Clinton still leads Sanders in delegates by about 7-hundred... That's including super 

delegates. Democrats will vote tomorrow in Wisconsin... where 96 delegates are up for grabs. 

 

3/29/16   5am 

Democrats in the Kansas legislature..... File a formal protest against a bill that addresses spending for 

public education in the state. The bill passed last week in response to a state Supreme Court ruling that the 

current school finance formula is inequitable. Democrats say the bill benefits wealthier districts over poorer 

districts. The move could draw the Supreme Court’s attention and get them to review the legislation. 

 

3/30/16   6am 

The three Republican presidential candidates appear to be back tracking from their pledge to support the 

eventual party nominee. Donald Trump... Ted Cruz... and John Kasich attended a town hall event in 

Wisconsin last night... < (SOT Cruz) "I think nominating Donald Trump would be an absolute train wreck." 

(SOT Kasich) 'If the nominee is somebody that I think is really hurting the country or dividing the country, 

I can't stand behind him.'> Voters in Wisconsin will head to the polls next week for the state's primary 

election. 

 

3/31/16   4:30am 

< (Host): "Do you believe in punishment for abortion, yes or no? As a principle..." 

(Donald Trump/ (R) Presidential Candidate): "The answer is there has to be some form of punishment." 

(Host): "For the woman?" 

(Donald Trump/ (R) Presidential Candidate): "Yes. There has to be some form." 

(Host): "Ten, ten years?" 

(Donald Trump/ (R) Presidential Candidate): "That I don't know, that I don't know." 

(Host): "Why not?" 

(Donald Trump/ (R) Presidential Candidate): "I don't know...” 

(Host): "You take positions on everything else..." 

(Donald Trump/ (R) Presidential Candidate): "I don't know I do take positions on everything else. It's a 

very complicated position."> Donald trump ignites a new political fire storm - with that comment on 

abortion. The republican front-runner said if abortions were made illegal, women who get one should be 

punished. Hours later, after getting major criticism - he switched his position. He issued a statement saying, 



 

 

quote, "the doctor or any other person performing this illegal act upon a woman would be legally 

responsible, not the woman." he added: "the woman is a victim in this case as is the life in her womb." 

 

4/1/16   Noon 

Tensions on both sides of the ticket are becoming frayed after months of campaigning. Weijia jiang is at the 

white house... with how republican and democratic presidential hopefuls are showing signs of wearing on 

each other. 

 

4/2/16   9am 

All eyes are on Wisconsin. Voters there head to the polls today. The democratic primary is getting more 

intense. More protesters are confronting Hillary Clinton at rallies. <"Will you act on your words and reject 

fossil fuel money from your campaign?" (Hillary Clinton/ (D) Presidential Candidate): "I have money from 

people who have worked for fossil fuel companies. I have never -- I am so sick, I am so sick of the Sanders 

campaign lying about me. I am sick of it." "If people receive money from lobbyists of the industry, I think 

you're receiving money from the industry."> Clinton has far more delegates than sanders. But after a string 

of western victories, sanders promises to stay in the race. His campaign says it raised $44 million dollars in 

March. And in Wisconsin -- polls show him with a narrow lead before Tuesday’s primary. 

 

4/3/16   5:30pm 

A new c-b-s news poll is good news for... Texas senator ted Cruz... It has him with a six-point lead in 

Wisconsin before Tuesday’s primary. That’s ahead of front-runner Donald trump - and Ohio governor john 

Kasich. And that could be bad news for trump, especially if there's an open convention. The R-n-c 

chairman talked about that earlier today. <The nomination is won on the floor in Cleveland by the majority 

of delegates that get empowered and by the vote of the people  > on the democratic side, the same c-b-s 

poll now has Bernie Sanders ahead of Hillary Clinton by two points in that state. 

 

4/4/16   6am 

The 2016 presidential contenders make their final push for Wisconsin - ahead of tomorrow's primary. At a 

campaign rally - Republican front-runner Donald Trump said - It is time for John Kasich to get out of his 

way. Meanwhile - Ted Cruz insists - He gives republicans best chance to win the white house. <SOT 

Donald Trump / Republican presidential candidate) "You shouldn't be littering up the process because that's 

what he's doing. It's literally a disgrace, I'll tell you." SOT/ Ted Cruz / Republican presidential candidate) 

"Nominating Donald Trump would be a train wreck and that's not fair to train wrecks."> 

After Wisconsin - New York is the next state to hold primary contest - on April 19th. 



 

 

 

Community Calendar: 

Sunflower Broadcasting provides a beneficial service for our community by 

providing an online Community Calendar to our viewing public. The 

Community Calendar is available for local groups and individuals to 

promote their events free of charge. It can be accessed through three of our 

websites: kwch.com, fetchtoto.com and kansascw.com. We’ve designed our 

calendar to be used by the public and monitored by our staff. Each month we 

list hundreds of events that happen throughout our viewing area that services 

nearly the entire state of Kansas. Some of these events include, but are not 

limited to, non-profit events, fine arts events, civic club meetings, city hall 

meetings, family celebrations, church functions, movie screenings and local 

music performances.  

 



 

 

FCC Report 

First Quarter 2016 

 
Tours 

KWCH offers tours to groups interested in learning how a television station operates.  

Tours are tailored to the individual needs of the group, which usually consists of school-

age children.  It focuses on the history of the broadcasting facility and explains the types 

of jobs offered in each department.  Tours are conducted by the Promotions Department 

and questions are welcome throughout. 

 

DATE   TIME        NUMBER TYPE______________ 
January 2016 

1/5   6PM   20  Girl Scouts 

1/12   10AM   20  Middle School 

1/20   Noon   15  High School Journalism Class 

1/21   6PM   18  Girl Scouts 

 

 

February 2016 

No tours 

 

March 2016 

3/28   6:30PM  12  Boy Scouts 



 

 

KWCH, KBSD, KBSH, and KBSL air public service announcements that address community issues 
free of charge for various nonprofit organizations.   
 

 
PSA Title Length KWCH KBSD KBSH KBSL 

900 NAB We are Broadcasters :60 48  12 19 

901 Goodwill “Eye Check” :30 38  14 30 

902 NAB We are Broadcasters :30 78  24 18 

907 Amber Alert :30 40 11 24 19 

908 NAB For Those Who Serve :30 36 12 18 16 

909 NAB Help a Hero :30 29 13 16 24 

910 Bike Lesson :30 27 25 17 36 

911 AHA – Ceiling Crasher :30 22 9 13 40 

912 World of Autism :30 21 12 14 46 

913 KS Humane Soc Spay/ Neu :30 20 14 21 51 

914 Pet Adoption :30     

915 Pet Adoption :30     

916 Special Olympics :60 11 19 15 50 

917 Special Olympics :30 9 22 16 49 

918 AHA Real Women :30 5 26 13 47 

919 Dog Doogity/ Bag It UP :30 36 9 19 36 

920 NAB We are Broadcasters :60 24 9 15 33 

934 AHA “Super Hero” :30 20  21 57 

935 AHA “American Heart” :30 9 17 17 44 

936 AHA “Waiting” :30 3 27 17 37 

937 Safe Firearm Storage “The List” :30 1 29 19 31 

938 Wildfire Prevention “Smokey’s 70th B-Day :30 3 30   

940 ADA/Diabetes “A Toast” :60 3    

941 Shelter Pet Adoption “Palace Pets” :30 6 20 17 16 

943 Hunger Prevention “Jeremy Renner” :30 2 32 28 29 

944 Seat Belt Safety “Battlefield” :30 2 14 17 15 

945 Diversity “Love has no labels” :60 16 13 15 18 

946 Recycling “Smile” :30 4 27 29 30 

947 Adoption from Foster Care “Suitcase” :30 6 24 34 30 

950 Making Home Affordable :60 2 26 23 34 

951 NAB “Ok2Talk” :60 18 25 25 74 

954 Hunger Prevention “song” :60 12 12 20 25 

955 Friends of the Libraries :30 1 22 26 22 

956 Domestic Violence “father & son” :60 8 8 18 27 

961 Discovering Nature :30 6 10 13 29 

962 Red Cross “1st Time Giving” :30 2 21 34 25 

966 Minority Education “sydni-anthem” :60 4 11 10 25 

967 Focus on Family “help center” :60 4 12 16 26 

968 Just Play “Music: Social Meida” :60   14 23 

969 VA “transition from the service” :60 4 9 15 21 

970 My Wish :60  10 11 23 

971 College :60 2 10 10 22 



 

 

972 Special Athlete :60  9 6 19 

973 Not on my Watch :60  7 14 20 

974 Safe Sleep :60  10 7 17 

978 AA “in Control” :60 9 17 36 24 

979 Texting/ Driving Prevention  :60  12 9 13 

981 AA “In Control” :30 8 10 14 19 

985 Discover Nature “deer staring contest” :30 2 15 32 22 

986 Fatherhood involvement :30  12 28 24 

987 Shelter Pet Adoption “Garfield” :30 1 14 29 21 

988 US Forest Service “Redwood” :30 4 17 24 18 

989 Child Passenger Safety “Chairs” :60 8 12 12 17 

990   1 21 28 48 

991 Texting/ Driving Prevention “Penguins” :30  14 23 22 

992 Wildfire Prevention “Neighbor” :30  11 22 20 

993 Neon Signs :15 221 388 376 370 

994 Solitary Confinement :30 1 14 21 21 

995 Bad Daters :60 2 11 23 23 

996 Viral Consequences :60  12 11 9 

997 Life’s Doors :60  8 16 7 
 



 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Operations 

Newton Rotary Club Member 

Newton Chamber of Commerce Member 

Harvey County Farm Bureau Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Member AMS local chapter 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team member 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Confirmation Guide 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Middle School Sunday School teacher 

Volunteer food server Falcon Fellowship, Christ Lutheran Church 

Volunteer carpool driver for the blind/visually impaired 

Wichita Heights High School Booster Club concessions stand volunteer server/worker 

Love Wichita Volunteer and coordinator  

 

Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children’s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

Member Us Too Prostate Cancer Awareness Group 
 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 

 

Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 

 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Member 

Wichita Arts Council, Trustee and Chair, Marketing Committee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Usher 

Wichita Art Museum, Member 

City of Wichita Cultural Funding Committee, Vice Chairman 

 

Dominic Gauna, Production Manger 

USD 259’s Digital Production Advisory Committee 

Kansas Hispanic Education and Development Foundation, Board of Directors 



 

 

Wichita Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Board Member 

American Red Cross, Board Member 

Advance Kansas Participant 2012 

 

John Salem, Account Executive 

Ballet Wichita – Board of Directors (ex oficio) 

Higher Ground (Tiyospay, Inc.) – Board of Directors (ex oficio) 

SER – Board of Directors 

Tallgrass Film Festival – Programmer/Screener 

Fraternal Order of Oddfellows – Lodge Member 

Miracles, Inc., Wichita – Volunteer/Santa Claus 

Wichita Jazz Festival – Member/Supporter 

Friends University Jazz Festival – Volunteer/Supporter 

 

Eddie Gilmer 

Big Brothers Big Sisters - Bowl for Kids Sake Participant 

 

Shelby Downing 

Executive Leadership Committee Member – American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women 

 

Shawn Hilferty, Director of Marketing and Digital Media 

Wichita State University Marketing Advisory Board 

 

Ross Janssen, Meteorologist 

National AMS Broadcast Board Chairman 

AMS/NWA Wichita Chapter Treasurer 

HOA President 

Volunteer at Kechi United Methodist Church 

 

Rodney Price, Meteorologist 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

Parish Unity Pillar - Saint Thomas Aquinas Church  

Volunteer - Saint Thomas Aquinas School; Meals on Wheels; Gift bearers 

 

Robert Marin, Executive Producer 

Volunteer organist – Meridian Ave. Baptist Church, Wichita, KS 

Volunteer pianist – Lakepoint Nursing Home, Wichita, KS 

 

Jillian Blackburn, Max Relevance Project Manager 

Kansas K-9 ResQ, volunteer 

 

Sean Robinson 
Church of the Blessed Sacrament, Altar Server instructor, choir member 

Knights of Columbus, Pope John Paul the Great Council, Trustee and Past Grand Knight 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity, Alumni Association member and volunteer 

 

Bailey Jacobs 

Central Community Church, Praise and Worship Team 

 

Amanda Jaeger, Reporter 

Miss Kansas Organization, Sponsor Relations Chair 

First Evangelical Free Church, New Family Check-In Team volunteer 

First Evangelical Free Church, Women’s Ministry volunteer 

 



 

 

Public Engagements 

KWCH, KBSD, KBSH, KBSL serves the community by attending various special events where our 

employees emcee, educate, entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special 

appearances to the following organizations. 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE 

 EMPLOYEE  

January 2016 

9 Hometown Heroes Wichita Bridal Expo 150 Amanda Jaeger 

12 Black Traditional Magnet  3rd grade WX talk 90 Mark Larson 

16 Hope Net Demi Docent Society – 

Guest Presenter 

20 Amanda Jaeger 

19 Wichita Public Schools Battle of the Books 30 Mark Larson 

20 Wichita Public Schools Battle of the Books 30 Devon Fasbinder 

22 Earhart Elem. USD 259 Environmental Bee 400 Mark Larson 

26 Great Bend Public Schools Digital Media Classes 

Guest Speaker 

50 Devon Fasbinder 

26 Augusta Elem  3-5 grade WX talk 250 Mark Larson 

29 Berean Academy, Elbing KS K-6 WX talk KS Day 450 Mark Larson 

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

  

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE 

 EMPLOYEE  

February 2016 

2 Sunflower Elem Andover 2nd grade WX talk 90 Mark Larson 

3 Linwood ES Weather talk 75 Rodney Price 

3 Anderson Elem. USD 259 2nd grade WX talk 120 Mark Larson 

9 Irving Elem. USD 259 3rd grade WX talk 110 Mark Larson 

18 Wichita Collegiate Mentor Breakfast 50 Eddie Gilmer 

18 Holy Spirit Catholic School 3rd grade WX talk 90 Mark Larson 

23 Nickerson ES Weather talk (via Skype) 20 Rodney Price 

23 USD 259 All City Choir Emcee 2000 Mark Larson 

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE 

 EMPLOYEE  

March 2016 

1 Isley Elem.  2nd grade WX talk 125 Mark Larson 

12 CityArts Grant writing panel 25 Joe Miller 

29 Independent School Kindergarten WX talk 30 Mark larson 

    

If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

 


