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 Skeletal remains found  
 News 7/1 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

The Oneida County 

medical examiner and 

sheriff’s department are 

working to identify the 

skeletal remains of a man 

found yesterday near Lake 

Julia, in the town of Pelican.  

A person discovered the 

remains in a wooded area 

shortly before noon 

yesterday.  No other 

information is available at 

this time. 

The convicted felon who’s 

been eluding authorities for 

a couple weeks now was 

spotted last night in Wood 

County.  A tip sent deputies 

to a home is Vesper but Eric 

Hall went back on the run in 

another stolen vehicle, a 

silver 2004 GMC Sierra 



pickup, license number 

GD7687.  Police say he’s still 

armed and dangerous.  He 

was seen in the Rhinelander 

area last week.   

More severe storms tore 

across southern Wisconsin 

yesterday.  Winds near 80 

mph dropped trees and 

power lines, damaged 

buildings and heavy rains 

caused some flooding.  

Nearly 100,000 people were 

without power from 

Madison to Milwaukee. 

As part of the continuing 

drawdown in service, the US 

Postal Service plans to close 

their distribution center in 

Rothschild next year.  It’s 

one of 82 post office 

facilities slated for closure 

as the agency struggles to 

stay in business against the 

likes of social media, instant 

messaging and email.  The 

Wausau operation will 

move to Green Bay.   

Nicolet Area Technical 



College said good bye to 

their president yesterday at 

a reception.  Earlier this 

year Elizabeth Burmaster 

announced she was taking 

a similar position at a school 

in Maryland.  She headed 

the Rhinelander campus for 

five years and begins her 

new duties in mid-August.   
 

   
Fire in Sturgeon Bay News 7/1 12p,5p 1:30 

 Several businesses were 

destroyed in a building that 

caught fire overnight in 

Sturgeon Bay.  Fire-fighters 

were called the Harbor 

Place Shoppes just after 

midnight.  The Steel Bridge 

Cafe and the Ranly 

Maritime Gallery were 

among the shops that were 

damaged.  There were no 

reports of injuries.  Red Cross 

personnel were on hand to 

help emergency crews.  A 

nearby bridge on Michigan 

Street was closed -- but 

reopened a short time later. 

There's a report the Walker 

administration is in the early 



stages of streamlining the 

hiring process for civil 

service employees in state 

government.  That's the 

nearly 110-year-old system 

assuring qualified people 

work in most state jobs, 

without regard to political 

connections.  The 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

said it was told multiple 

times by administration 

officials they're not looking 

to change the civil service 

system -- but the 

newspaper said it obtained 

records of early talks 

toward that end. 

 Administration Secretary 

Mike Huebsch (hipsh) said 

the state needs to respond 

more quickly to fill a 

growing number of posts 

vacated by an older 

workforce with impending 

retirements. 

You say "tomato," I say ... 

well, a Wausau police 

officer said it was pot. 



 Officials said a 60-year-old 

man claimed he was 

growing tomatoes on his 

upper level patio, while an 

officer recognized the 

plants as being marijuana. 

 Police said they were 

tipped off about the 

marijuana patch last 

Saturday -- and a 53-year-

old woman fessed up and 

said the drug was for her 

own use.  The couple faces 

possible charges of 

manufacturing marijuana, 

and possessing drug 

paraphernalia. 
 

   
Wanted felon steals a car News 7/2 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

After again eluding police 

in Wood County, authorities 

say 38-year old Eric Hall, a 

wanted felon, abandoned 

another stolen vehicle in 

Jackson County.  Still 

considered armed and 

dangerous he’s taken 

another vehicle and 

officials say he’s also taking 

license plates.  Spotted at a 

home in Vesper Tuesday, 



he reportedly left out the 

back, got into an 

altercation with a deputy 

who tried her best to stop 

him, but he escaped.  

Another person at that 

home was arrested for 

obstructing an officer. 

Three Lakes School 

superintendent Dr. George 

Karling’s will be cleared 

after completing anger 

management assessment 

and treatment.  The 60-year 

old Karling was charged 

with a misdemeanor for 

disorderly conduct after a 

fight with his wife back in 

May.  He has until mid-

December to complete 

deal reached with 

prosecutors. 

Travelers heading north 

through the Lakeland area 

should expect delays.  Until 

tomorrow, Hwy 51 in 

Minocqua is still one lane in 

each direction from the 

intersection of Hwy 70 to 3rd 



Avenue in Woodruff.  

Weather isn’t helping the 

construction crews, who 

hope to have things to four 

lanes by the Fourth, at 

which time they’ll stop work 

until after Labor Day to 

complete the project.   

The WI Dept of Health 

Services will watch the 

effect of a new law 

requiring some participants 

in the FoodShare program 

to work, or enroll in a 

training program if they 

want to keep what’s known 

as food stamp assistance.  

The test, in Racine, Kenosha 

and Walworth Counties will 

be monitored before the 

law goes statewide at the 

first of the year.   
 

   
Bad weather in the area News 7/2/ 12p,5p 1:30 

 The cleanup continues at 

the public school in Colfax 

in northwest Wisconsin -- but 

this week's rain has made 

the job harder.  A tornado 

caused an estimated one-

million-dollars in damage 



on Friday.  The next day, 

more than two-inches of 

rain dampened some of 

the exposed areas in 

classrooms.  Superintendent 

Bill Yingst says parts of the 

floor are being dried out, 

and only then will officials 

know if it can be salvaged. 

 And it might be a couple 

months before a final 

damage amount is known.    

 

A funnel cloud was spotted 

north of Wausau last night. 

 It didn't touch down, but it 

still marked the fourth day in 

the last five in which 

Wisconsin had at least 

some type of tornadic 

activity.  No damage was 

reported.  Wisconsin Public 

Service utility reported no 

power outages in the 

Wausau area this morning. 

 The same cannot be said 

for southeast Wisconsin, 

where almost 54-hundred 

We Energies are still in the 



dark after high winds on 

Monday. 

Voters in Crandon will 

decide July 29th whether to 

recall their mayor. 

 Incumbent Rob Jaeger will 

run against Dennis Rosa, 

who filed nomination 

papers by yesterday's 

deadline.  About 200 

people signed petitions to 

force the recall vote -- but 

the City Council didn't want 

to hold it originally.  They 

voted against an election 

last week, but state officials 

said Crandon had no 

choice but to proceed with 

the vote.   Recall organizers 

accused the mayor of 

trying to fire certain city 

employees, going around 

committees, and not letting 

people speak at public 

meetings.   
 

   
i
Skeletal remains identified News 7/3 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 The skeletal remains of a 

man found Monday in the 

town of Pelican have been 

identified as 54 year old 



Steven Boron.  The Oneida 

County resident was 

reportedly a parole violator, 

not seen since May of 2013.  

He was identified through 

dental records and 

investigators are still trying 

to determine how he died.  

The remains were 

discovered in a wooded 

area near Lake Julia.   

Following an investigation 

by the FBI into the billing 

practices of Neenah-based 

Miron Construction, five 

school districts in the state 

will get some money back.  

The DC Everest, Marathon, 

Abbotsford, DePere and 

Waunakee districts will 

receive a portion of 

$4million dollars which the 

government says was 

overcharged.  The US 

Attorney General’s office 

found Miron overbilling for 

labor costs, and moving 

costs from less profitable 

projects to unrelated ones 



that could absorb the 

additional costs and still 

appear profitable.  A 

process called cost 

smoothing.  The company 

reached a non-prosecution 

agreement in April and 

paid the money alleged to 

be overcharged.   The 

districts worked with Miron 

on projects between 2003 

and 2008.  In a statement, 

Miron said they didn’t 

intentionally or 

systematically overbill 

hidden profits.  The districts 

are working with legal 

council and the school 

boards as to what to do 

with the refunds.   

The North Lakeland 

Discovery Center in 

Manitowish Waters 

received a grant to fund 

environmental education 

programs for local schools.  

The $1500 Xcel Energy grant 

will help develop a 

curriculum linking surface 



water like wetlands and 

lakes with groundwater, 

allowing students to explore 

the connections between 

them.  Students will also 

examine the effects 

humans have on the 

landscape. 
 

 Walker opponent clarifies a 
point   
 News 7/3 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker's 

main election opponent is 

trying to clear up a critical 

comment she made last 

week about the proposed 

Gogebic Taconite iron ore 

mine.  Democrat Mary 

Burke in a radio interview 

said she would look at 

every tool she'd have in 

considering whether to stop 

the project, with the goal of 

protecting natural 

resources.  Yesterday, Burke 

spokesman Joe Zepecki 

said Burke never indicated  

she wants to "put the 

brakes" on the proposed 

one-and-a-half billion dollar 

mine in Ashland and Iron 

counties.  He said Burke 



wants the state to consider 

its approval of the project 

using the rules that were in 

place before 2013.  That 

was when Republicans 

relaxed environmental 

requirements, in order to 

bring back jobs to the 

region that have been lost 

in recent years.  Burke said 

the new mining rules 

weakened the state's 

environmental regulations 

against the best interests of 

northern Wisconsin and the 

state as a whole. 

In about a month-and-a-

half, you'll be able to walk 

or a ride a bicycle for more 

than 30 miles on The 

Bearskin-Hiawatha State 

Trail. It’s had a missing link of 

about six miles in the 

middle.  That gap is now 

being closed now.  The trail 

follows a former railroad 

bed.  The Bearskin segment, 

opened in the 70s, runs 

about 18 miles from 



downtown Minocqua to the 

south. The Hiawatha portion 

runs from Heafford Junction 

to Tomahawk.  It doubles as 

a snowmobile trail in the 

winter, which gives 

communities the chance to 

promote it as a year-round 

attraction.   
 

   
Gov. Walker speaks out News 7/4 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker 

believes voters will not 

penalize him for failing to 

keep his 2010 campaign 

promise to create a 

quarter-million private 

sector jobs.  The Republican 

Walker told reporters in 

Rhinelander voters would 

give him credit for what he 

called "aiming big." 

 Democrats have said 

Walker's record on job 

creation would be their 

main point of attack this 

fall, as the party tries to win 

back the executive branch 

it lost to the G-O-P four 

years ago.  Just over 100-

thousand private sector 



jobs were created since 

Walker took office at the 

start of 2011.  The federal 

government said Wisconsin 

had the nation's 37th-

slowest job growth during 

2013.  Walker often said he's 

had to make up for 133-

thousand jobs lost during 

Democrat Jim Doyle's eight 

years in office -- which 

included the near national 

financial services collapse 

and the subsequent Great 

Recession. 

A rural central Wisconsin 

family would love to know 

who stopped to save them 

from their burning house 

yesterday.  A passing 

motorist never identified 

himself when he saw flames 

going through the roof of 

Ron and Julie Cooper's 

house south of Colby on 

Highway 13.  Julie and two 

of her grandchildren were 

sleeping at the time. 

 Thirteen-year-old McKayla 



Cooper told a reporter the 

Good Samaritan knocked 

on the door and woke her 

grandmother up.  Next 

thing she knew, grandma 

was yelling to get McKayla 

and her brother out of the 

house.  Four fire 

departments and sheriff's 

officers from Clark and 

Marathon counties 

responded.  The home was 

a total loss.  The cause 

remains under investigation.  
 

   
Storms hit the area News 7/7 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 Strong storms sounded 

warnings again last night as 

Northern and Central 

Wisconsin were rocked by 

high winds, half-inch hail 

and torrential rains.  From 

Wausau north to the border 

came reports of damage 

from downed trees to 

flooding.  At the height of 

the storms, around 7:30, 

Wisconsin Public Service 

reported over 15,000 

customers without power, 

most from Rhinelander, 



Minocqua, Eagle River, 

Sayner, Woodruff and Lac 

du Flambeau.  As of early 

this morning that number 

was well below 500.   A two 

vehicle crash tied up traffic 

on highway 8 at the 51 on 

ramp near Tomahawk 

yesterday.  Shortly after 

noon the Lincoln county 

sheriff’s department reports 

a car was trying to cross 

Hwy 8 to head North on 51 

when it collided with 

another vehicle.  Nine 

people were treated at the 

scene for injuries.  

The annual traffic tie up in 

Pine Lake is something 

residents have grown 

accustomed to over the 

past 37 years as the gates 

opened early Saturday 

morning for campers 

attending the Hodag 

Country Festival.  A few 

thousand people are 

already on the grounds 

preparing their sites for the 



weekend entertainment 

that opens Thursday with 

Kenny Rogers and Craig 

Campbell.   

The state Government 

Accountability Board is 

asking those running voter 

registration drives to make 

sure they are using the 

correct forms.  Groups 

working to register voters 

ahead of the August 

primary should take the 

time to update their forms 

or stop using the old version 

provided by the state.  

Anyone who wants to 

register to vote ahead of 

the primary can also go to 

the state’s voter information 

website. 

 

  
Storms hit area News 7/7 12p,5p 1:30 

 It was north central 

Wisconsin's turn to get hit 

with severe weather last 

night.  A wave of 

thunderstorms dumped 

quarter-sized hail for up to 

https://myvote.wi.gov/
https://myvote.wi.gov/


ten minutes near Boulder 

Junction.  Lac du Flambeau 

had one-and-three-quarter 

inches of rain in less than an 

hour.  Rhinelander almost 

had that much rain.  Trees 

fell at Pine Lake.  Parts of 

Lincoln and Langlade 

counties also had hail.  Up 

to 15-thousand electric 

customers lost their power 

at the peak of the storms. 

 More thunderstorms are in 

the forecast for most of 

Wisconsin late today and 

tonight. 

For the second year in a 

row, Wisconsin could see a 

major decline in the 

number of motorists killed in 

traffic accidents.  Two-

hundred-15 people died in 

crashes during the first six 

months of 2014.  11 fewer 

than last year.  Wisconsin is 

on pace for almost 100 

fewer deaths for this year. 

 The D-O-T credits things it 

controls -- like improved 



highways, safety 

campaigns, and a 

renewed focus for citing 

drunk drivers and speeders. 

 It was the second-safest 

June for traffic deaths since 

the mid-40's. 

A black bear was rescued 

by a logger who saw the 

animal's head stuck in a 

milk can.  It happened a 

few weeks ago near Rice 

Lake and the rescue was 

captured on You-Tube. 

 Garrett Smith said he was 

working in a wooded area 

when he saw the troubled 

bear next to a cornfield.  He 

said the landowner gave 

him permission to drive 

across the field, and use a 

skid-steer to try and remove 

the milk can from the bear's 

head.  It worked after a 

couple tries -- and the bear 

quickly ran off. 
 

  
Man killed in atv crash 
identified News 7/8 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 A man killed in an all-

terrain-vehicle crash on the 

Fourth-of-July has been 



identified as 41-year-old 

Brandon Rindahl of Elcho. 

 Forest County authorities 

said Rindahl's A-T-V veered 

off road and slammed into 

a tree.  Sheriff's deputies 

and the D-N-R continue to 

investigate the crash, which 

occurred Friday night near 

Crandon in the town of 

Nashville. 

A Wausau man pleaded 

innocent to killing another 

man over an argument 

about money.  Thirty-one 

year old John Lewis is 

charged with 26 counts -- 

including homicide for the 

shooting death of K-C Elliott 

January third outside of the 

Sidetracked Bar in Wausau. 

 The other charges include 

possession of heroin and 

marijuana with the intent to 

sell it, and possessing a 

firearm as a previously 

convicted felon.  He’s still in 

jail under a million-dollar 

bond. 



The western half of 

Wisconsin had more 

thunderstorm damage 

yesterday and last night. 

 Tennis-ball-sized hail fell 

near Cornell in Chippewa 

County.  Eau Claire had a 

number of vehicles 

damaged by hail.  Parts of 

Pepin, Taylor, Monroe, 

Trempealeau, and Vernon 

counties also reported hail 

of up to an-inch in 

diameter.  Winds hit 55-

miles-an-hour at Ridgeville 

in Monroe County, and 50 

at Bayfield.  Marquette 

County reported heavy tree 

damage.  Trees and power 

lines fell at Osseo and 

Hatfield.  Gile in Iron County 

had two-and-a-quarter 

inches of rain in just two 

hours.   

If you get an e-mail offering 

you a job to ship and re-

ship products to Russia, it’s 

a scam.  The Better Business 

Bureau of Wisconsin says 



companies calling 

themselves "Send It Off" and 

"Pick-and-Send" are 

recruiting people to work-

at-home, but they don't get 

paid. 
 

  
Tomahawk woman accused 
of stealing money from 
tavern league News 7/9 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 A Tomahawk woman is 

accused of stealing nearly 

10-thousand dollars from 

the local Tavern League.  

51-year old Deborah Smith 

allegedly took the money 

from a savings account 

early last year but told 

league officials she was 

borrowing it to help her 

struggling business and 

intended to pay it back.  

She faces one felony count 

of business theft and has an 

initial appearance set for 

August 14th. 

Police in Wausau are 

looking for information after 

an attempted break in at 

BB Jacks restaurant on 

North Sixth Street.  Someone 

tried to pry open both a 

window and a door of the 



business Sunday night or 

early Monday morning, 

causing a couple hundred 

dollars damage, but didn’t 

get in.  If you have any 

information, Wausau Police 

would like to hear about it. 

It’s called 

StreetScape…and 

ambitious project giving 

downtown Rhinelander a 

facelift.  Utility work planned 

for 2016 will rip up Brown 

Street and Downtown 

Rhinelander, Incorporated 

wants to capitalize on that 

by renovating the business 

district.  Public meetings 

have been detailing plans 

and getting public input 

that could include making 

traffic one-way, changing 

the parking, creating wider 

sidewalks and other 

improvements to make 

things more pedestrian 

friendly.  Downtown 

businesses are also 

surveyed to weigh in on the 



proposals, which will be 

detailed by the contractor 

in a public meeting July 23rd 

at the Hext Theater, 

downtown.   

Lakeland high school is 

getting a new director of 

curriculum instruction and 

assessment, and it’s a 

familiar face.  After 20 years 

at MHLT grade school, Rob 

Way is leaving to take the 

job.  He’s a former teacher 

and was principal the last 

eight years.    
 

  
Wis. Politician call for the 
demise of the ATF News 7/9 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin Congressman 

Jim Sensenbrenner is so fed 

up with the A-T-F, he's 

drafting a bill to eliminate it. 

 The Menomonee Falls 

Republican says the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms, keeps searching 

for a mission, while it's 

plagued by what he calls 

"high-profile blunders."  A 

new report by the General 

Accounting Office said the 

46-year-old A-T-F keeps 



trying to re-define itself, as it 

struggles with high 

employee turnover and 

problems keeping track of 

its criminal investigations. 

 The agency is not 

commenting for now. 

A new international study 

shows U-S students are just 

below average in learning 

how to manage their 

finances when they 

become adults.  The 

Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and 

Development says 18-

percent of U-S school 

students do not meet the 

proficiency level for being 

financially literate.  Ten-

percent of Americans are 

said to be top performers, 

which means they can root 

out things like hidden costs 

in their purchases.  Officials 

say the low numbers are 

caused in part by the lack 

of a uniform effort to 

increase student financial 



literacy.  Wisconsin was a 

national trend-setter back 

in 2006, when a task force 

created academic 

standards for financial 

literacy.  However, public 

schools were not required 

to offer personal finance 

programs -- and less than 

half did. 

The final evidence of an 

extremely snowy winter just 

disappeared in Wisconsin. 

 The Superior-Douglas 

County Chamber of 

Commerce ran a contest 

inviting people to guess 

when the final remnants of 

snow would melt away.   It 

disappeared Monday from 

the huge pile that was 

removed from the city 

streets during the winter. 

 Gerry Olson of Superior 

guessed the correct date. 

 She won a basket of prizes. 
 
 

 Two children hurt in boating 
accident News 7/11 6a,7a,8a 1:30  Two children were hurt in a 



 boating accident 

yesterday.  The Vilas county 

sheriff’s department reports 

a brother and sister, ages 11 

and 12 from Arlington 

Heights, Illinois, were injured 

when the boat tube they 

were riding on struck the 

side of a pontoon boat.  

The accident happened 

about 2:30 on Little Star 

Lake in Manitowish Waters.   

Gogebic Taconite is looking 

to have its two exploratory 

drilling permits renewed.  

The DNR has until Tuesday 

to respond to the request 

from the company, looking 

to open an iron ore mine in 

the Penokee Hills region 

near Mellen.  One permit 

would authorize drilling six 

new holes while the other 

would allow continue work 

on the six they have for 

groundwater investigation.   

Marshfield Clinic has 

scrapped a plan to build 



Wisconsin’s second dental 

school and will return a $10 

million state grant for the 

project. The clinic received 

the funding in 2010 to build 

a new training facility in 

Marshfield for dentists who 

commit to working in rural 

areas.  Marshfield Clinic has 

nine rural dental clinics, 

including facilities in 

Rhinelander and Park Falls.  

The clinic’s health insurance 

arm, Security Health Plan, 

had agreed to put up a ten 

million dollar matching 

grant but those funds will 

also be returned. 

After several delays, a new 

maintenance building is on 

the way for the Lakeland 

Airport.  Expected to be 

finished later this summer, 

the half-million dollar 

project will offer more 

storage for machinery the 

airport needs to keep the 

runway and other areas 



clear.  Most of the cost is 

covered by the Federal 

Aviation Administration with 

the state and taxpayers 

picking up the rest.       
 

  
Fire damages Merrill 
business News 7/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 What could be an 

electrical fire heavily 

damaged Northern Wire 

Manufacturing in Merrill 

early yesterday morning.  A 

nearby business reported 

smoke from the building 

around 1:30 and firefighters 

were able to contain the 

blaze in about 45-minutes.  

But not before it caused 

about two million dollars in 

damage to equipment and 

product at the plant.   

One person died in a Forest 

County traffic accident 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

sheriff’s department 

reported the accident 

around 1:00 on Old 8 road 

in Crandon which involved 

one vehicle.  Two other 

people were seriously hurt 

and taken to St. Mary’s 



Hospital in Rhinelander. 

The number of lakes 

stocked with larger walleye 

will skyrocket the next two 

years, with a $12 million 

funding plan to boost 

populations. Steve 

Avelallemant, Northern 

Fisheries Supervisor with the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources, said 

populations of the popular 

game fish have been 

trending downwards on 

many lakes, for a variety of 

reasons. Under the 

Wisconsin Walleye Initiative, 

the DNR is enlisting 

hatcheries to produce an 

expected 750 to 800,000 

extended growth, or large 

fingerling walleye, for 

stocking in each of the next 

two years. The six-to eight-

inch fish will be stocked in 

275 lakes statewide and 

reach harvestable size in 

about four years. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kPE-MDdBP4&feature=youtu.be&rel=0


It’s moving day in 

Rhinelander as the 

hundreds of remaining 

campers spread out in all 

directions, heading home 

from the Hodag Country 

Festival grounds.  The 37th 

annual show closed last 

night with perennial favorite 

Neal McCoy scaling the 

roof of the massive stage to 

entertain the tens of 

thousands in attendance.  

 

  
Gov. Walker turns down 
rhetoric on gay marriage News 7/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Scott Walker is not the only 

Republican governor toning 

down his rhetoric against 

gay marriage.  At a 

weekend meeting of the 

National Governors 

Association in Nashville, 

both Walker and Iowa 

Governor Terry Branstad 

both said the G-O-P is 

better off focusing on 

economic and fiscal issues. 

 The Associated Press calls it 

a "dramatic turn" for a party 

that has long been defined 



by social conservatism.  On 

Friday, the federal appeals 

court in Chicago combined 

similar appeals from 

Wisconsin and Indiana of 

district court rulings which 

struck down their respective 

states' gay marriage bans.   

Don’t be alarmed if you see 

five foot flames in the air this 

week in the St. Germain 

and Three Lakes areas.  

Wisconsin Public Service will 

be improving their high 

pressure natural gas lines 

beginning today and again 

on Friday.  Workers will burn 

the gas as it leaves the 

pipeline for modifications to 

improve future 

maintenance.  The utility 

says the smell of natural gas 

will be noticed in those 

areas.  More work is 

planned for next week 

around Clear Lake, 

Woodruff and St. Germain. 

If you plan to hunt wolves, 

or catch that elusive 



sturgeon, you have a 

deadline coming up.  You 

have until August first to 

apply for a host of sporting 

licenses for the fall and 

winter.  That includes the 

wolf season beginning in 

mid-October -- plus seasons 

for turkey, bobcat, fisher, 

otter, and sturgeon on the 

up-river lakes from Lake 

Winnebago.  License 

applications are available 

at D-N-R service centers, 

licensing facilities in sport 

stores, on-line at the D-N-R's 

Web site, and by phone.   
 

 State grant awarded to 
Rhinelander 
 News 7/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A state grant of nearly a 

quarter million dollars was 

awarded to Rhinelander to 

ramp up broadband 

Internet services.  Lt. 

Governor Rebecca 

Kleefisch and Public Service 

Commission Broadband 

Director, Dr. Teehe 

Chat/oh/pa/day presented 

the funding to three 

providers, CenturyLink, 



ChoiceTEL and SonicNet to 

install a nine mile fiber line 

and three wireless towers.  

It’s estimates more than 

1200 homes and businesses 

will benefit from high speed 

internet access.  Kleefisch 

said the need for public 

safety, education and 

economic development 

with the services can now 

be met.  The state's Public 

Service Commission will give 

more than $500,000 in 

broadband grants each 

year for the next seven 

years.  The group also 

made stops in Eau Claire 

and Plattville. 

Police in Wausau are 

looking for the driver of a 

car that struck a woman, 

then drove off.  It 

happened yesterday 

morning at north Fifth and 

DeKalb streets by Franklin 

Elementary School.  She 

was treated and released 

for minor injuries.  Police say 



the victim knows the driver 

and believe the incident is 

a domestic dispute.  The 

driver’s name hasn’t been 

released but he’s driving a 

cream-colored Ford Crown 

Victoria with no plates.  

He’s also being sought in 

connection with another 

incident in the area last 

month.  You’re asked to 

contact Wausau Police if 

you have any information. 

Wausau’s Grand Avenue 

revamp project is moving to 

its second phase this week.  

The state DOT says 

everything is on schedule 

with the south section 

finished and beginning 

tomorrow, the work moves 

north from Townline Road to 

Division street.  Most side 

roads will be closed for the  

work with the four 

remaining open clearly 

marked.   
 

  
Tax breaks being revivied for 
some projects News 7/15 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation 



is reviving tax breaks for 

some historic preservation 

projects. W-E-D-C halted 

the tax breaks three weeks 

ago after the amount of tax 

credits handed out hit 35 

million dollars, well above 

the initial estimated 

economic impact of four 

million dollars for the first 

year of the program. Critics 

of the move argued W-E-D-

C should continue 

awarding the tax breaks 

though, because the 

projects they are 

encouraging have the 

potential to create 

hundreds or thousands of 

jobs. 

When responsibility for the 

return of unclaimed 

property was switched from 

the Wisconsin Treasurer’s 

Office to the Department of 

Revenue there were about 

12-hundred requests 

waiting. Now, that number 

of claims is six times that, 



nearly 73-hundred. The 

backlog has built while the 

revenue department 

worked on a new computer 

system to speed responses 

in the future. It’s estimated 

to be at its highest level 

since the 1990s. State 

residents make claims 

through the property 

program on money or 

assets left behind by 

themselves or relatives. 

Nearly 23-million dollars 

worth of cash and property 

has been returned in the 

last 12-months by the state 

Revenue Department. 

A 17 week program is 

underway at Ministry Health 

Care for students in the 

Clinical Pastoral Education 

unit.  Students are required 

to complete 300 hours of 

clinical training by providing 

pastoral services primarily in 

the Ministry facilities with 

chaplains acting as 

mentors.  The program also 



includes 100 hours of 

classroom training designed 

as an experience-based 

theological training for 

pastors, seminarians and 

chaplains to improve their 

skills with patients, families 

and staff.  The program 

includes Ministry facilities in 

Woodruff, Marshfield and 

Green Bay.  
 

  
Manawa man free on bond News 7/16 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 Michael Johnson is free on 

bond as he awaits his trial 

for child trafficking and 

child enticement with 

sexual contact.  The 43-year 

old Manawa man is 

accused of bringing a 

teenage girl to Rhinelander 

for sex.  According to the 

complaint, he met the girl 

online, had contact with 

her in Fond du Lac then 

took her North.  In Oneida 

County Court yesterday 

Judge Michael Bloom ruled 

there is enough evidence 

to move to trial in October.  

Two others are charged in 



connection with the case.   

Sentences were handed 

down in an ongoing drug 

investigation in Lac du 

Flambeau.  28-year old 

Derek Armstrong will serve 

two years in federal prison 

and three years of 

supervised release after 

pleading guilty for selling 

oxycodone in June of last 

year.  54-year old Lois 

Vetterneck was sentenced 

to a year of probation while 

her son, 37-year old 

Brandon Vetterneck will 

serve three and a half years 

behind bars.  According to 

the US Attorney’s office the 

trio sold drugs to an 

informant three times last 

year.   

Marathon county health 

officials are warning people 

to watch themselves 

around mosquitoes.  Two 

dead crows tested positive 

for the insect borne West 

Nile virus.  Those birds were 



discovered in Weston late 

last month.  That brings the 

number of counties where 

infected birds were found 

to nine.  The state had 22 

cases of the disease last 

year and one case is 

unconfirmed this year.  

People getting infected 

typically experience mild 

symptoms like fever, 

headache and muscle 

ache, rash and fatigue.       
 

  
Sentences handed down on 
drug invstigation News 7/16 12p,5p 1:30 
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for sex.  According to the 

complaint, he met the girl 

online, had contact with 

her in Fond du Lac then 

took her North.  In Oneida 

County Court yesterday 

Judge Michael Bloom ruled 

there is enough evidence 



to move to trial in October.  

Two others are charged in 

connection with the case.   

Sentences were handed 
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Flambeau.  28-year old 

Derek Armstrong will serve 

two years in federal prison 

and three years of 

supervised release after 

pleading guilty for selling 

oxycodone in June of last 

year.  54-year old Lois 

Vetterneck was sentenced 

to a year of probation while 

her son, 37-year old 

Brandon Vetterneck will 

serve three and a half years 

behind bars.  According to 

the US Attorney’s office the 

trio sold drugs to an 

informant three times last 

year.   

Marathon county health 

officials are warning people 

to watch themselves 

around mosquitoes.  Two 

dead crows tested positive 



for the insect borne West 

Nile virus.  Those birds were 

discovered in Weston late 

last month.  That brings the 

number of counties where 

infected birds were found 
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cases of the disease last 

year and one case is 
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headache and muscle 

ache, rash and fatigue.       
 

  
Merrill woman’s court date 
postponed News 7/17 6a,7a,8a,  1:30 

 A Merrill woman who killed 

two friends in a drunk 

driving crash will have her 

sentencing delayed, 

because she's about to 

have surgery.  Twenty-six 

year old Ashley Baumann is 

having a medical 

procedure Monday for an 

undisclosed issue, and she'll 

need time to recover 

before appearing in court. 

 As a result, her August 20th 

sentencing was pushed 



back to November fourth.   

The nation's attorney 

general says he'll try to get 

involved in the current 

challenge to Wisconsin's 

photo I-D law for voting. 

 Eric Holder said his agency 

already filed suits against 

the voter I-D laws in Texas 

and North Carolina.  And 

he expected filing suit 

against the Wisconsin and 

Ohio laws.  Federal Judge 

Lynn Adelman struck down 

the Badger State's voter I-D 

law earlier this year, saying 

it violated the U-S 

Constitution and national 

Voting Rights Act. 

 Republican State Attorney 

General J-B Van Hollen has 

appealed the ruling.   

A Wausau man is suing his 

former employer, saying he 

was fired because he had 

a legal gun in his car while 

at work.  The gun rights 

group Wisconsin Carry 

Incorporated is covering 



the upfront legal costs for 

Ethan Shepherd.  He filed a 

wrongful termination suit in 

Marathon County Circuit 

Court against the window-

and-door maker Kolbe-

and-Kolbe Millwork. 

 Shepherd said he has a 

state concealed-weapons 

permit.  He pointed out that 

the concealed carry law 

prohibits employers from 

banning permit-holders 

from storing weapons in 

their vehicles, even on 

company property. 

 Shepherd said he was let 

go in March, after he 

showed a co-worker the 

weapon while inside his 

vehicle.  The company has 

not commented. 
 

 Drug investigation nets 3 
arrests 
 News 7/18 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A nearly two year drug 

investigation nets three 

people in Forest County.  

Court documents show 35-

year old Shandon Tallier, 33 

year old David Tallier and 

29 year old Lindsey Collins, 



all from Laona, are 

accused of trying to 

purchase large quantities of 

pseudoephedrine, a key 

ingredient in manufacturing 

methamphetamine.  

Investigators say the trio, on 

dozens of occasions, 

purchased the drug and 

were stopped from buying 

it because of exceeding 

the federal amount 

allowed by law.  Shandon 

Tallier’s in the Forest county 

jail, facing a number of 

drug charges.  Collins is 

awaiting criminal charges, 

while David Tallier is in 

custody in the Dickinson 

County Jail in Iron 

Mountain, Michigan. 

One person was hurt 

following a two vehicle 

accident south of 

Rhinelander late yesterday 

morning.  The Oneida 

county sheriff’s department 

reports a northbound van 

on hwy 17 turned into the 



path of an oncoming car at 

the intersection of hat 

rapids road around 11:30.  

The car driver was taken to 

St. Mary’s Hospital for 

treatment. 

Acting on a high risk 

warrant, Wausau police 

and the Marathon County 

SWAT team arrested a man 

at the Woodfield Circle 

apartment complex last 

night.  Officials said the 

suspect had three 

outstanding warrants, two 

for felonies.  No other 

information is available. 

Governor Scott Walker 

wants Wisconsin to set its 

own educational standards 

and is calling for the repeal 

of common core, federal 

curriculum standards 

dictating what’s taught in 

state schools.  He joins a 

growing list of Governors 

wanting lawmakers to pass 

a bill next year to drop the 

standards. 
 



 Indian tribes to meet 
 News  7/18 12p,5p 1:30 

 Six Wisconsin Indian tribes 

meet with theE-P-A next 

month, to explain why they 

want an environmental 

review of the Gogebic 

Taconite iron ore mine.   In 

May, the tribes asked the E-

P-A to invoke part of the 

federal Clean Water Act to 

try and stop the proposed 

iron ore mine near Mellen in 

Ashland and Iron counties. 

 Bad River tribal chairman 

Mike Wiggins says the state 

mining laws don't protect 

the environment -- and the 

E-P-A's intervention would 

let regulators gather 

information at the site.   

Governor Scott Walker says 

he's committed to an 

environmentally-safe 

process. The Republican 

Walker said two weeks ago 

the E-P-A would endorse 

the mine if its bases its 

decisions on science 

instead of what he called 

"plain politics."  Gogebic 



Taconite says it will keep 

moving forward with its 

plans. 

After last winter's propane 

fuel shortage, Wisconsin 

officials are urging people 

to plan ahead.  The state 

Department of Agriculture, 

Trade, and Consumer 

Protection has a tip sheet 

for buying propane. 

 Officials say it's good idea 

to start securing fuel now, 

because prices are lower. 

 They offer advice on 

securing contracts, 

scheduling deliveries, and 

more.  It also has a list of 

questions that consumers 

should ask suppliers.  You'll 

find the tip sheet at the Ag 

Department Web site, 

accessible at Wisconsin-

Dot-Gov.   

A dry and comfortable 

weekend is in store for most 

of Wisconsin.  After some 

record cool readings this 

week, temperatures are 



returning to normal.   Storms 

will remain possible from 

Sunday through at least 

Tuesday.  Rhinelander tied 

a record-low with 42 

yesterday, matching a 

record set 103 years ago. 

 
 

 
Rash of thefts north of Merrill News 7/21 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

Lincoln county authorities 

are asking for help solving a 

rash of thefts on Lake 

Alexander, north of Merrill.  

Between the Fourth of July 

and last Friday, residents 

reported items stolen from 

their boats, one victim 

discovered their pontoon 

boat missing that was 

docked at their home.  

Reported stolen were 

tackle boxes, fishing rods, 

hand tools among others.  

You’re asked to contact 

the Lincoln country sheriff’s 

department with any 

information.   

18-year old Austin Ginter of 

Laona faces reckless 

homicide charges in a 



crash last weekend that 

killed one boy and injured a 

16-year old girl.  Fifteen year 

old Chance Harcus died in 

the mishap.  More charges 

are possible, depending on 

toxicology tests.  The crash 

occurred on Old 8 road in 

Crandon about 1:00  last 

Sunday.  Ginter was also 

injured.  He’s still in the 

Forest County Jail on $15-

thousand cash bond. 

A motorcycle driver ended 

up being flown to 

Marshfield after a crash 

yesterday afternoon.  

Oneida County dispatch 

got a 911 report of a 

reckless driver westbound 

on Hwy 8 in woodboro 

about 5:30.  Numerous calls 

followed reporting a one 

vehicle accident near Birch 

Bay Road.  33-year old Jed 

Travis of Weston was flown 

by Spirit Air to St. Joseph’s 

Hospital for treatment.  

Alcohol is believed to be a 



factor in the crash.   

Tomahawk firefighters were 

called to a truck fire 

Saturday night in the town 

of Bradley.  The emergency 

call came in shortly after 10 

about a burning pickup, 

which ended up being put 

out by a neighbor.  Two 

people were firing off bottle 

rockets when one 

apparently landed in the 

bed of the truck.   
 

 
Fire breaks out at restaurant 
at Miller Park  News 7/21 12p,5p 1:30 

A fire broke out overnight at 

a restaurant inside 

Milwaukee's Miller Park 

baseball stadium.  Crews 

were called around two a-

m to Friday's Front Row 

Sports Grill just behind the 

left-field wall at the foul 

pole.  Deputy fire chief 

Aaron Lipski said the blaze 

appears to have started in 

the kitchen of the 

restaurant, and spread 

through duct work. 

 Nobody was hurt.  The 

cause remains unknown. 



Dozens of residents returned 

home in Slinger this 

morning, after two trains 

collided and derailed. 

 Officials in the Washington 

County village evacuated 

more than 100 homes last 

night, mainly due to 

thousands of gallons of 

spilled diesel fuel.  Three 

engines and ten cars of 

both trains derailed, injuring 

two crew members.   Slinger 

is a village of over five-

thousand residents, about 

30 miles north of Milwaukee. 

A former lodge for utility 

employees is being sold in 

St. Germain.  Integrys, the 

parent company of the 

Wisconsin Public Service 

utility, is selling 200 acres of 

its former Awassa Lodge 

along Lake Content in the 

Vilas County community. 

 Kerry Spees of Public 

Service said the site was a 

retreat for employees -- but 

the firm decided a couple 



years ago neither the lodge 

nor the acreage was 

needed.  The land has since 

been sub-divided into 23 

lots, most along the 

lakefront.  A firm began 

marketing the property last 

week, and an auction will 

take place September 18th. 

 Also, Integrys is negotiating 

with a single buyer for 

another 235 acres of the 

lodge site that's not 

adjacent to the lake.  More 

information is available at 

IntegrysGroup-Dot-com.  
 

 
Person injured in Minocqua 
accident News 7/22 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

One person was injured in a 

traffic accident yesterday 

afternoon in Minocqua.  

Just after 3:00 police 

reported 50-year old 

Pennae Biersach of Forest, 

Wisconsin was struck by a 

vehicle on Hwy 51 near the 

North Loop.  She was taken 

to Howard Young Medical 

Center then flown by Spirit 

air to St. Joseph’s Hospital in 

Marshfield.  Her condition 



this morning and 

circumstances surrounding 

the accident are not being 

released. 

 

Both lanes across the Hwy 

51 bridge into Minocqua will 

be closed through Thursday 

as the DOT finishes up some 

maintenance work.  Both 

north and southbound 

lanes will be closed from 

Country Club Road to West 

Park Avenue. 

 

Accused of wrongdoing 

while in office, the city of 

Phillips and police chief 

David Sonntag have 

reached a settlement.  

Mayor Charles Peterson 

filed the initial complaint in 

February and through 

mediation, Sonntag will 

receive $150,000 in 

severance and retire at the 

end of January.  The 10-

year incumbent will remain 

on paid administrative 



leave until that time. 

Between Rhinelander and 

Wausau, the homeless have 

had nowhere to turn, until 

now.  Next summer 

organizers plan to open a 

new shelter in Tomahawk, 

the first of its kind in Lincoln 

County.  The non-profit 

group, Three Rivers United 

Temporary Housing 

recognized the need and 

secured the home, 

originally used by the nuns 

of St. Mary’s Church on E. 

Washington Avenue.  The 

facility is called, “Our Sister’s 

House”.  Project leaders will 

apply for state and federal 

grants and work to raise 

awareness about the need 

for private donations.  An 

August 2nd open house is 

planned for the public. 
 

Wausau boy taken into 
custody 
 News 7/22 12p,5p 1:30 

A 12-year-old Wausau boy 

was taken to a juvenile 

shelter, after police said he 

drank a half-bottle of vodka 

during the weekend.  A 



neighbor called 9-1-1 after 

seeing the boy "staggering 

around."  The boy's 44-year-

old mother faces possible 

child neglect charges. 

Wausau police lieutenant 

Mark Pankow told reporters 

the youngster was 

extremely intoxicated, even 

for an adult. 

A 12-year-old stabbing 

victim in Waukesha 

continues to get purple 

hearts on paper from well-

wishers around the world. 

 This morning, her family 

said an anonymous military 

veteran sent his real Purple 

Heart award to the girl.  He 

said it was the only heart he 

could find, and he told her 

to "Be strong!"  The military 

Purple Heart is given to 

those wounded or killed in 

action.  The girl was 

stabbed 19 times in May, 

allegedly by a pair of 12-

year-old classmates who 

are charged as adults. 



The Wisconsin elections 

panel has said no to letting 

poll observers photograph 

voters.  The Government 

Accountability Board voted 

4-to-2 yesterday to uphold 

a previous ban on observers 

taking pictures of voters -- 

including themselves and 

their relatives.  The updated 

rule was sent to the 

Legislature -- but lawmakers 

won't be able to change it 

until next year, which 

means the photo ban will 

stay in place for at least the 

August 12th primaries and 

the November fourth 

general elections.  Board 

members Tim Vocke and 

Harold Froelich favored 

removing the provision 

temporarily, to see if 

cameras could be used 

responsibly in the primaries 

set for three weeks from 

today. 
 

Nicolet college board looking 
to fill a seat 
 News 7/23 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

The verbal sparring that are 

campaign commercials hit 



high gear yesterday as the 

state Republican Party is 

accusing the Trek Bicycle 

Corporation of using 

corporate tax dollars to 

help the Democratic 

candidate for Governor.  

That would be Mary Burke, 

whose dad started the 

company, she’s a former 

executive and now her 

brother runs it.  Trek ran full 

page newspaper ads 

critical of GOP Governor 

Scott’s Walker’s claim Trek 

outsources jobs to China 

and Burke profited from it.  

A spokeswoman said they 

simply defended 

themselves to an attack on 

the company, a right 

guaranteed by the 

constitution.  In a complaint 

filed with the state 

Government Accountability 

Board, the Wisconsin GOP 

argues the ad violates state 

laws against corporations 

making contributions to 

http://cdn.wrn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/072214WisGOPComplaint.pdf
http://cdn.wrn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/072214WisGOPComplaint.pdf


candidate committees. 

The Nicolet College Board 

of Trustees is looking to fill 

one more seat.  Bob Martini 

and Brian Diel, both of 

Rhinelander were recently 

named to three year terms 

on the board and there’s 

still an open spot to fill a 

term expiring next June.  

Information’s available by 

contacting the Rhinelander 

campus of Nicolet. 

A former television news 

anchor and sports director 

now heads up the 

marketing at Hermening 

Financial Group in Wausau.  

Bryon Graff will coordinate 

media relations on behalf 

of the company for their 

existing and prospective 

clients.  In making the 

announcement, CEO Kevin 

Hermening said Graff’s 

statewide notoriety will be a 

benefit to the business and 

customers.  In business for 



25 years, Hermening 

Financial, an independently 

owned financial consulting 

firm,  has offices in Wausau, 

Manitowoc, Stevens Point 

and Wisconsin Rapids. 

 

 
Woman and young boy 
almost drowned yesterday in 
Vilas Co.  News 7/23 12p,5p 1:30 

A woman and a young boy 

almost drowned yesterday, 

during an attempt to save 

three young swimmers in 

Star Lake near Sayner.  Vilas 

County sheriff's deputies 

said two women were 

apparently trying to save 

the three youngsters who 

were swimming.  A family 

friend in a boat pulled out a 

swimmer and a rescuer 

after they had gone under -

- and they raced to 

paramedics waiting at a 

boat landing.  The eight-

year-old was taken to 

Howard Young Medical 

Center in Woodruff, and the 

47-year-old woman was 

flown to a Wausau hospital. 

 Their conditions were not 



disclosed.  The others 

escaped harm.  No names 

have been released. 

A Wausau man will spend 

four years in prison for 

sharing child pornography 

with others.  Twenty-six year 

old Tyler Vogel had 

pleaded no contest to 

three felony counts of 

possessing child porn. 

 Seven similar charges were 

dropped in a plea deal. 

 Marathon County Circuit 

Judge Greg Grau said 

Vogel was part of a 

network that exploited 

children, and he called it 

unacceptable.   

Brett Hulsey says he wants a 

state park instead of an iron 

ore mine at the proposed 

Gogebic Taconite project 

in northern Wisconsin. 

 Hulsey is a state Assembly 

Democrat from Madison 

who's running a long-shot 

campaign for governor 

against Mary Burke.  In a 



campaign stop in Wausau 

yesterday, Hulsey said the 

market for iron ore is not 

good right now and a state 

park is the only thing that 

makes sense.  He said a 

Penokee Hills State Park 

would help create jobs in 

the north, while the 

proposed mine would only 

create jobs for lawyers.   
 

 
Public info meeting in 
Rhinelander News 7/24 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Downtown Rhinelander, 

Incorporated hosted 

another public information 

meeting as the business 

district moves toward 

renovation.  The city will 

begin major work beneath 

Brown Street in 2016 and 

the organization is putting 

plans together to capitalize 

on putting things back a 

little different.  The 

Streetscape Project has 

been soliciting ideas from 

downtown businesses and 

the public for what the 

area should look like after 

the work.  At a meeting last 



night, Vierbicher Associates, 

the development firm 

designing the new look, 

detailed the latest plans 

keeping two way traffic on 

Brown Street but have 

angle parking on one side, 

parallel on the other.  That 

will provide for wider 

sidewalks for outdoor 

dining, special events or 

store displays.  A bike lane 

may also be added.  A 

follow up meeting is set for 

late September. 

In a connected project, the 

city will begin work 

removing the old Lindy 

Cleaners building on 

Stevens Street.  That’s after 

the EPA finishes cleaning up 

after the chemicals left in 

the crumbling building, 

sitting empty nearly five 

years.  It’s another step in 

providing access to the 

downtown and surrounding 

businesses with a parking lot 

after the building is 



removed.   

Eight Wisconsin counties 

and possibly more are on a 

list seeking federal disaster 

funding.  Governor Scott 

Walker asked for the 

declaration in response to 

an estimated $11.3 million 

damage to utilities caused 

by the extreme cold last 

winter.  FEMA will review the 

request for Chippewa, 

Clark, Fond du Lac, 

Kenosha, Marathon, 

Milwaukee, Winnebago, 

and Wood counties.  Other 

affected counties will be 

checked to see if they are 

eligible to be included. 
 

Wausau man indicted 
 News 7/24 12p,5p 1:30 

A man who used to own a 

Wausau mortgage firm 

heads to prison for 

embezzling over a million 

dollars from clients, bilking 

campground investors, and 

sexually assaulting two 

children.  Fifty-four year old 

Jay Fischer struck plea 

deals in both Marathon and 



Waupaca counties that 

convicted him of 

racketeering, fraud, and 

child sexual assault.  At his 

sentencing yesterday, 

prosecutors asked for a 

maximum prison term, while 

the defense called for 

probation.  Fischer will 

spend nine years behind 

bars and another 18 under 

extended supervision once 

he gets out.  Fischer is the 

former owner of Valley Title 

in Wausau.  He also owned 

Krazy-"J's" Campground 

near Marion, where he was 

accused of committing 

securities' fraud involving 

investors.   

Patrons of Lake of the 

Torches Resort Casino 

expressed concerns about 

smoking at the facility in 

Lac du Flambeau.  In 

response the tribal 

government has taken 

steps to improve the air 

quality in the business.  Now 



the Great Lakes Intertribal 

Council has partnered with 

the Casino to further study 

the issue.  Armed with a 

2011 survey, 75% of 

respondents said they were 

non-smokers with more than 

half indicating they’d be 

more likely to visit the 

casino if it went smoke free.  

The tribal council will 

research what steps to take 

next. 

The world's best lumberjacks 

are in Hayward for three 

days of competition 

beginning today.  Dozens of 

competitors will take part in 

the Lumberjack World 

Championships.  Today's 

events include logging, 

chopping, and pole 

climbing.  More than 12-

thousand spectators are 

expected to look on, as 

competitors go for a total 

prize pool of over 50-

thousand dollars. 
 

 News 7/25 6a,7a,8a 1:30 A 64-year old Minocqua 



Minocqua woman dies in car 
accident 

woman died and several 

others were hurt in a three 

vehicle crash in Arbor Vitae 

yesterday.  Vilas County 

officials reported the crash 

about 10:30 near the 

Northwoods Harley 

Davidson dealership on 

Hwy 51.  The Wisconsin 

State Patrol said the 

accident began with two 

northbound cars colliding, 

sending one of them into 

the southbound lane into 

the path of an oncoming 

tour bus carrying 14 people.  

The driver of that car was 

killed.  Traffic was re-routed 

a couple hours.  No other 

details were available.   

Woodruff Police reported a 

boat accident late 

yesterday afternoon near 

Indian Shores on Lake 

Tomahawk.  A ski boat with 

eight passengers struck an 

anchored fishing boat with 

two people on board 

shortly after 5:00.  Three 



people were taken to 

Howard Young Medical 

Center with injuries. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Public Instruction 

announced awarding over 

17-million dollars in Sparsity 

Aid to school districts.  The 

funding was a 

recommendation of the 

Rural Schools Advisory 

Council and includes 133 

districts.  To qualify a district 

must have fewer than 725 

students with more than 

20% of them eligible for free 

or reduced-price meals, 

among other things.  In this 

area, qualifying districts 

included Elcho, Florence, 

Lac du Flambeau, 

Lakeland, Laona, Mercer, 

Minocqua J1, North 

Lakeland, Phelps, Prentice, 

Three Lakes, Wabeno, 

White Lake and Woodruff 

J1.  Sparsity aid was 

originally created as part of 

the 2007-2009 budget and 



available to districts to ease 

the financial pressure of 

declining enrollment, 

economically 

disadvantaged students 

and unstable property 

values 
 

Wisconsin assembly speaker 
speaks out on border control 
 News 7/25 12p,5p, 1:30 

State Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos wants Wisconsin 

off the list of places where 

the federal government is 

sending unaccompanied 

immigrant children crossing 

the U-S border.  Vos and 

three other Assembly 

Republicans wrote to the 

head of Homeland Security, 

saying it's better for the 

minors to be located near 

the nation's southern border 

-- so families can be 

promptly re-united. 

 Lawmakers said Wisconsin 

is a generous state that's 

willing to help in times of 

emergency but in their 

words, "The federal 

government should not 

prioritize the needs of others 



over our own residents."   

 

Wisconsin’s made a new 

offer to restore income tax 

reciprocity with Minnesota, 

so 80-thousand people who 

work across the border can 

again file taxes with their 

home state instead of both. 

 The latest offer does not 

include the Gopher State's 

request for an extra 

payment of up to six-million 

dollars a year.  Wisconsin 

Revenue Secretary Rick 

Chandler calls that 

unprecedented.   Because 

more Wisconsinites work in 

Minnesota than vice versa, 

the Badger State used to 

make annual payments to 

make the arrangement 

financially equal for both 

states.  Former Minnesota 

Governor Tim Pawlenty cut 

off the 40-year 

arrangement in 2009 

because Wisconsin was 

getting behind on its 



payments. 

Recent polls show the 

property tax is the most 

onerous tax for state 

residents and that impacts 

the Wisconsin Technical 

College System.  The 

president of the system, 

Morna Foy, says they’re 

seeing less state investment 

in it while experiencing an 

increase in demand for 

their services.  The survey 

also found homeowners 

saying income and sales 

taxes were also high. 
 

 
West Bend man drowns in 
area lake  News 7/28 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

A 56-year old West Bend 

man drowned in Lake 

Shishebogama over the 

weekend.  Minocqua Police 

got a 911 call just before 11 

Saturday morning of a man 

struggling in the water near 

a residence on Minch 

Road.  Family members 

were able to pull Russell 

Steiner out of the water as 

responding units arrived 

and began CPR.  He was 



taken to Howard Young 

Medical Center where he 

died the next morning.  

Alcohol may have played a 

role in the incident. 

Deputies in Lincoln County 

are looking for a hit and run 

driver after a crash early 

Saturday morning in the 

town of Merrill.  The driver of 

a dark blue Dodge 

Avenger was traveling east 

on Hillside Drive just west of 

County K about 3:30 when 

it was sideswiped by a 

small, silver vehicle that 

never stopped.  The suspect 

vehicle should have 

considerable driver’s side 

damage and blue paint 

transfer.  Anyone with 

information is asked to 

contact the Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Department. 

Beginning Friday, 

consumers no longer have 

to register their phone 

numbers every two years for 

the Do Not Call list.  New 



registrations will be active 

the next day and state 

enrollees with have their 

numbers made permanent 

with a transfer to the 

federal program. 

Several fairs open this week, 

beginning with the 

Wisconsin Valley Fair, one of 

the largest in the state, 

kicking off Tuesday in 

Wausau.  On Wednesday 

it’s the Lincoln County Fair 

in Merrill with a new tiger 

exhibit.  Then Thursday, the 

Oneida County Fair at 

Pioneer Park in Rhinelander 

opens with a host of family 

activities.  Each fair runs 

through Sunday. 
 

 
Wabeno man changes plea  News 7/29 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

One of four people 

charged with beating and 

leaving a 40-year-old man 

in the woods to die in Forest 

County wants to change his 

plea.  21-year old Justin Bey 

of Wabeno asked to 

withdraw his not guilty plea 

at his pretrial conference 



yesterday and pleaded not 

guilty by reason of mental 

disease or defect. Judge 

Michael Bloom granted the 

motion.  Last March, Bey 

and three others allegedly 

beat a man nearly to 

death, leaving him in the 

woods near Crandon to 

die.  He was discovered by 

ATVers and is recovering in 

the hospital.   

An 18-year old Laona man 

learns tomorrow if he’ll go 

to court.  Austin Ginter is in 

the Forest County Jail after 

a car crash that killed a 15-

year old passenger and 

severely injured a 16-year 

old girl.  The single vehicle 

crash July 13th happened 

on Old 8 road near 

Crandon.  Court records 

indicate the vehicle may 

have been traveling 

around 100 mph before 

leaving the road and 

crashing into trees.  



Deputies found the vehicle 

on its side and burning 

when they arrived.  He’s 

facing charges of first 

degree reckless homicide 

and first degree reckless 

injury. 

A proposal to keep state 

tax dollars from going to 

companies outsourcing jobs 

picks up bipartisan support. 

The plan, at yesterday’s 

board meeting of the 

Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation, 

would require businesses 

receiving state aid to sign a 

document indicating the 

assistance was necessary to 

keep the business open. It 

would also require those 

businesses to notify the 

state if they plan to 

outsource jobs or reduce 

their Wisconsin workforce.  

 

 
Gov. Walker speaks out on 
campaign ad News 7/29 12p,5p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker 

claims in his latest 



campaign ad his 

challenger Mary Burke 

might have cost Wisconsin 

taxpayers 25-million dollars. 

 However, the figure has 

come into question, after 

the A-P said Walker's G-O-P 

campaign used "creative 

math."  Burke ran the former 

state Commerce 

Department when it helped 

attract drug-maker Abbott 

Laboratories to Pleasant 

Prairie in Kenosha County. 

 However, the company 

never moved from its Illinois 

headquarters.  Now, the U-S 

Department of Housing and 

Urban Development is 

ordering the state to pay 

back a 12-point-three 

million dollar federal grant. 

Abbott still has time to carry 

out its original plans -- and 

the grant only has to be 

paid back if 24-hundred 

jobs are not created in 

Pleasant Prairie by 2016. 

 Burke's camp denies she 



made a bad deal -- and 

point to a recent comment 

by Pleasant Prairie 

administrator Mike Pollocoff 

in saying the project is still 

alive. 

An ailing central Wisconsin 

woman could soon find out 

whether her court case will 

be revived in the theft of 

her missing mother's Social 

Security checks.  Seventy-

one year old Delores Disher 

of Almond was accused of 

helping her husband and 

brother steal 175-thousand 

dollars in benefits to Marie 

Jost -- who vanished in 1980 

and is presumed dead. 

 Disher's case was 

suspended last summer 

after she suffered a stroke in 

jail.  She has spent several 

months in a nursing home 

with a number of health 

issues.  Portage County 

prosecutor Cass Cousins 

said a hearing was planned 

yesterday to determine if 



she's now competent to 

stand trial.  But due to those 

health issues, the hearing 

has been pushed back to 

September second. 
 

 
Crandon has a new mayor News 7/30 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

Crandon has a new mayor.  

Dennis Rosa defeated two 

term incumbent Rob 

Jaeger in a recall election 

yesterday by nearly a two-

to-one margin.  Jaeger was 

targeted by a group 

challenging the way he 

conducted business for the 

city.  Rosa could begin his 

new position Friday.   

A mechanical malfunction 

is being blamed when a 

semi truck collided with a 

car yesterday in Irma.  The 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

department reports two 

people were hurt in the 

accident on Hwy 51 and 

County K shortly after 2:30.  

The westbound truck on K 

went through the 

intersection onto the 

highway and was hit by the 



car.  The occupants were 

taken to Aspirus Wausau 

Hospital where none of the 

injuries were said to be 

serious. 

The State Supreme Court is 

expected to rule tomorrow 

on three major issues. 

Opinions are scheduled for 

release dealing with 

challenges to portions of 

Act 10, Governor Scott 

Walker’s controversial law 

that stripped most public 

employee unions of their 

ability to collectively 

bargain.  A federal court 

already upheld that law in 

its entirety.  A law requiring 

voters to show a state-

issued photo ID card at the 

polls was also challenged, 

with opponents claiming it 

created a new class of 

voters, those lacking 

identification.  And finally, 

Wisconsin’s domestic 

partnership registry, created 



in the 2009 state budget 

but was challenged by 

conservatives saying it 

violated the constitutional 

amendment banning gay 

marriage.  A federal judge 

recently struck down the 

ban, although the ruling is 

being appealed. 

In sports, the Brewers fell to 

Tampa Bay 5-1, trimming 

their lead in the NL Central 

to only one game. 

 

Southbound lanes in 
Minocqua closed  
 News 7/30 12p,5p 1:30 

A 21-year old man is 

hospitalized after being hit 

by a trail early morning in 

downtown Marshfield.  The 

Wood County Sheriff’s 

department reported the 

incident near the 

intersection of highways 97 

and 13.  The man’s name 

and condition were not 

available. 

The same weather we had 

late yesterday is forecast 

the rest of the week.   



Several hail-storms roared 

through yesterday but no 

major  damage was 

reported.  McKinley in Polk 

County had hardball sized 

hail.  Pellets covered the 

ground at Fifield in Price 

County.  Smaller and lesser 

hail came down at 

Marshfield, Black Creek, 

Suring, Plymouth, and parts 

of Ashland County.   

Marshfield Clinic will close its 

rural primary care facility at 

Elk Mound, between Eau 

Claire and Menomonie. 

 Clinic officials say a 

reduction in patients is one 

of the main reasons.  It's a 

common concern in the 

industry, as higher 

deductibles and health 

costs are making people 

more careful about 

planning their doctor visits. 

 The center will shut down 

September 19th.   

The southbound lanes of 

highway 51 between Huber 



Lane and Lakeshore Drive 

in Minocqua are down to a 

single lane today.  Utility 

crews are repairing a 

natural gas line in the right 

of way so drivers can 

expect some delays. The 

majority of the work is 

expected to be compete 

about 6:30 tonight.  

Motorists are urged to use 

caution in the work zone 

and allow for more travel 

time.  In related news, as 

the Hwy 51 project moves 

north to woodruff, the state 

DOT announced plans to 

rebuild the intersection at 

hwy 47 and work north of 

Arbor Vitae will be on hold 

at least a year. 
 

 
Reckless homicide case will 
move forward News 7/31 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The reckless homicide case 

for 18 year old Austin Ginter 

will move forward.  The 

Laona man was in Forest 

County Court yesterday 

following a car crash west 

of Crandon earlier this 

month that killed 15-year 



old Chance Harcus and 

injured a 16-year old girl.  

Information during the 

preliminary hearing found 

Ginter only had his driver’s 

license two weeks prior to 

the incident and had been 

traveling over 120 miles an 

hour before losing control of 

the vehicle.  Judge Leon 

Stenz ruled there was 

enough evidence to move 

forward with proceedings 

and the next appearance 

will be in August. 

The Vilas County Sheriff’s 

department got a 911 call 

shortly before 4:00 

yesterday afternoon 

reporting a man in the 

water, apparently hit by his 

own boat.  The incident 

happened on Upper 

Buckatabon Lake in 

Conover.  He was rescued 

and CPR started, then flown 

to Wausau Aspirus Hospital.  

His name and condition 

haven’t been released.   



A new report shows the 

highest rate of suicide in 

Wisconsin is among the 

state’s middle-aged 

residents. The state Division 

of Public Health looked at 

suicide and suicide-related 

cases for a five year period 

that ended in 2011. It found 

those between the ages of 

45 and 54 had the highest 

rate of suicide. A number of 

factors contributed to that, 

such as job situations, 

relationship issues, and 

alcohol use. 

The Aspirus Clinic and 

Ministry Medical Group 

have each donated 

$15,000 for the 2014-15 

training program in the 

Rhinelander School District.  

A check presentation takes 

place next Wednesday at 

the Aspirus Community 

Fitness Center at 

Rhinelander High School. 
 



State Supreme court rules 
on issue 
 News 7/31 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin public school and 

local government 

employees were dealt a 

blow this morning by the 

State Supreme Court.  On a 

5-to-2 vote, the justices 

threw out previous rulings 

from Dane County Circuit 

Judge Juan Colas -- who 

said the Act-10 public union 

bargaining limits did not 

apply to local and school 

unions.  It was among 

several lawsuits challenging 

the constitutionality of Act-

10, Governor Scott Walker's 

signature legislation from 

2011 which banned 

collective bargaining 

except for pay raises at-or-

above inflation.  Today's 

ruling was the final one 

pending in the state and 

federal courts -- and 

Republicans won them all.  

The high Court also upheld 

the state's domestic partner 

registry giving same-sex 

couples about 40-percent 



of the legal benefits of 

married couples and 

upheld Wisconsin's photo I-

D law for voting -- but it 

won't be reinstated unless 

the federal courts also give 

their blessing. 

For about a decade, 

statewide Amber Alerts 

have helped authorities 

track down missing-and-

abducted children.  Starting 

tomorrow, a similar service 

begins to help find missing 

older adults who are at-risk. 

 The Silver Alert program will 

use the state's Crime Alert 

Network to send messages 

to Wisconsin radio and T-V 

stations.  The idea is to 

quickly get out information 

that can help find mainly 

those with dementia, 

including Alzheimer's 

disease. 

There's a major ownership 

change involving 

Wisconsin's largest media 

company.  Journal 



Communications of 

Milwaukee and the Scripps 

Company of Cincinnati 

have agreed to merge their 

radio-and-T-V operations -- 

while spinning off their 14 

newspapers into a separate 

public entity.  The 

newspaper branch will be 

based in Milwaukee while 

Scripps will control the 

broadcast side from 

Cincinnati.   
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Plane crash at EAA News 8/1 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Experimental Aircraft 

Association says a pilot was 

killed and his passenger 

seriously injured when a 

plane crashed at the 

Oshkosh airport, where 

planes taking part in the 

annual AirVenture 



convention land.  EAA 

spokesman Dick Knapinksi 

says the plane went down 

on the southeast side of 

Wittman Regional Airport 

about 9:30 yesterday 

morning.  Names and 

hometowns of those 

involved were not 

immediately released.  The 

airport was closed 

temporarily, but was 

reopened to departures 

about an hour later. 

 

Rhinelander’s business 

climate continues to 

improve with several major 

advancements.  This week 

the newly expanded health 

food store Golden Harvest 

opened to lines of 

customers in twice as much 

space.  The family-owned 

store has been in town 

since 1998.  A member of 

the business community for 

more than 25 years, 

Printpack will introduce its 



new 200-thousand plus 

square foot facility to the 

public with a grand 

opening this month.  The 

new plant and state-of-the-

are equipment are part of 

the company’s aggressive 

reinvestment strategy to 

improve production.  Two 

new stores will also be 

opening soon, with Dunkin’ 

Donuts next week on 

Lincoln Street and Kwik Trip 

on the corner of Hwy 17 

and Eisenhower Parkway on 

September 4th.   

 

Applications for the Dr. 

Henry Ashe Continuing 

Education Scholarships are 

available today for 

Lakeland area college 

students pursuing a career 

in a healthcare field at an 

undergraduate level.  Last 

year $14,000 was awarded 

to seven college students 

and two $1000 scholarships 

to two graduating seniors.  



Funds are provided by the 

Auxiliary of Howard Young 

Medical Center and the 

Auxiliary Gift Shop. 
 

  
Wisconsin senators pass a 
veterans health care bill News 8/1 12p,5p 1:30 

Both of Wisconsin's U-S 

senators helped pass a 

compromise veterans' 

health care reform bill. 

 Republican Ron Johnson 

and Democrat Tammy 

Baldwin were among the 

91-to-3 majority approving 

the bill last night, and sent it 

to President Obama who 

has agreed to sign it.  In 

June, Johnson was one of 

only three senators to vote 

against a larger reform 

package, citing a cost 

figure that's twice as much 

as the current bill.  The new 

measure costs 17-billion 

dollars over ten years. 

A former school custodian 

will spend three years in 

prison for looking at child 

porn on school computers. 

 Sixty-two year old Richard 

Buell used to work in the 



Phelps School District.  He 

pleaded guilty in June to 

two felony counts of 

possessing child porn.  Eight 

similar counts were 

dropped in a plea deal with 

Vilas County prosecutors. 

 After his prison term, Buell 

must spend three more 

years under extended 

supervision. 

If the federal courts restore 

Wisconsin's voter I-D law, 

there might be a problem 

with enforcing it.  The State 

Supreme Court ruled 

yesterday the photo I-D 

requirement is 

constitutional.  But the court 

said the government 

cannot force people to 

show documents that cost 

money -- like a copy of a 

birth certificate -- when 

applying for I-D's. Critics call 

that a poll tax, and lower 

court judges cited the 

concern when they ruled 

the voter I-D law was 



unconstitutional.   

Republican House Speaker 

Robin Vos said the Supreme 

Court decision leaves a 

potential for fraud, because 

it does not give clear 

options in determining who 

a voter claims to be 
 

  
Motorcycle accident near 
Merrill injures two people News 8/4 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 Two people were hurt after 

a motorcycle accident 

about 3:00 Saturday 

afternoon near Merrill. Two 

bikes were traveling 

together on Hwy 17 when 

the lead machine braked 

and swerved to avoid a 

group of deer.  The second 

machine couldn’t avoid 

that action and struck the 

first bike, throwing off the 

driver, 76-year old Dale 

Kilgore and his passenger, 

73-year old Janet Kilgore, 

both of Marion, IL.  They 

were treated and released 

from Good Samaritan 

Hospital in Merrill.     

About an hour later, Lincoln 

County 911got a call about 



a truck and trailer leaving 

the road and rolling several 

times.  The accident 

happened on Hwy 51 just 

north of Crass Road in the 

town of Bradley.  71-year 

old Francis Bennett of 

Rhinelander was flown to 

Aspirus Wausau Hospital 

with head and facial injuries 

after his pickup crossed into 

the median and upon 

correcting the move, lost 

control and abruptly spun 

into the ditch and flipped.  

The cause of the crash is still 

unknown. 

One man is hospitalized 

after a shooting at a 

Rothschild bar early 

yesterday morning.  Police 

say the incident occurred 

at PJs Log Jam just after 

2:00 when a fight resulted in 

a 25-year old man getting 

shot.  Several people were 

involved according to 

witnesses.  No arrests have 

been made and there’s no 



word this morning on the 

condition of the victim. 

And the Green Bay Packers 

are expected to announce  

at a news conference this 

afternoon they’re retiring 

the number 4 jersey of 

quarterback Brett Favre 

and inducting him into the 

team’s hall of fame.   
 

  
Wisconsin troopers out in 
force in pats of the state News 8/4 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin state troopers will 

spend one more day on 

saturation patrols along 

Interstates 90-and-94.  It's 

part of a coast-to-coast 

challenge to make it 

through four straight days -- 

including an entire 

weekend -- without a death 

on two of the nation's 

longest Interstates.  As of 4 

p-m yesterday, no deaths 

were reported anywhere 

along the 56-hundred miles 

of I-90-and-94 from 

Massachusetts to 

Washington State.  The safe 

driving campaign wraps up 

tonight in 15 states, 



including Wisconsin. 

Loons in northern Wisconsin 

are having enough 

problems surviving, without 

boaters trying to chase 

them down.  A Crystal Lake 

Illinois was cited for 

allegedly using his personal 

watercraft to chase both 

adult and baby loons on 

Deer Lake near Tomahawk. 

 A D-N-R warden said the 

birds escaped unharmed. 

 But the same couldn't be 

said for their alleged 

pursuer.  The D-N-R gave 

him a citation for harassing 

wildlife, and Lincoln County 

sheriff's deputies cited him 

for not having a boater's 

safety certificate.   

 Travis Mizejewski of Amery is 

Wisconsin’s new brat-eating 

champion.  He downed 18 

sausages in ten minutes 

over the weekend at 

Sheboygan's annual Brat 

Days Festival.  He won 500-

dollars and a year's supply 



of Johnsonville Sausage. 

 He also won 500-dollars for 

a charity of his choice.   

The Mega Millions' jackpot is 

at 100-million dollars for 

tomorrow night -- the first 

time it's been in the triple-

digits since May 20th. 

 Nobody won the top prize 

on Friday night, and 

nobody from Wisconsin won 

the game's second-prize of 

a million dollars.  In 

Powerball, the jackpot is at 

80-million dollars for that 

game's next drawing on 

Wednesday night.   
 

  
 
Shootings at a Rothschild 
bar News 8/5 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two arrests have been 

made following a shooting 

at a bar in Rothschild early 

Sunday.  Yesterday we told 

you about a 25 year old 

man being shot after an 

argument at PJs Log Jam, 

he’s going to fine.  21-year 

old Eugene Higgins of 

Minot, ND and a 17-year 

old are charged with 

disorderly conduct while 



police continue their 

investigation.  Reports 

indicate a large group was 

in the parking lot as the 

men argued and the victim 

was hit in the thigh.   

A Bowler man died in a 

Langlade county 

motorcycle crash.  The 

sheriff’s department 

reported late yesterday 50-

year old Gary Stevens’ bike 

struck a bear Sunday 

afternoon on Hwy 64 near 

Hill Road.  He was airlifted 

to Aspirus Wausau Hospital 

where he died of his injuries.  

Back in February Alvin and 

Paul Sowinski were charged 

with poisoning animals on 

their farm in Sugar Camp.  

Yesterday they were 

convicted of one 

misdemeanor count in US 

District Court in a plea 

agreement.  78-year old 

Alvin was fined 30-thousand 

dollars and ordered to 

spend 120 days on home 



detention.  46-year old Paul 

Sowinski will pay $10-

thousand and both will split 

the $100,000 in restitution 

and be on probation for a 

year.  They’ll also lose their 

hunting privileges.  The 

probe began in May 2007 

when the DNR discovered 

several poisoned animals 

and birds on their property.  

Three years later at least 

nine bait sites were found 

with even more dead 

animals, including bald 

eagles.  Prosecutors said 

the poisoning used baits 

designed to kill predators in 

order to improve deer 

hunting on their rural 8000 

acre farm. 
 

  
Gay marriage in the state  News 8/5 12p,5p 1:30 

 The A-C-L-U says Wisconsin's 

ban on same-sex marriage 

stigmatizes gay couples, 

and serves no legitimate 

purpose for the 

government.  That's what 

the civil liberties' group 

wrote in a legal brief 



submitted yesterday to the 

Seventh U-S Circuit Court of 

Appeals in Chicago.  That 

court is being asked to 

uphold Wisconsin's 2006 gay 

marriage ban, after 

Madison District Judge 

Barbara Crabb struck it 

down in June.   At least 20 

briefs have been filed in the 

case, many in support of 

keeping both bans.   

Governor Scott Walker has 

more than four times as 

much campaign money as 

his Democratic challenger 

Mary Burke.  New 

campaign finance reports 

show the Republican 

Walker had over seven-

million dollars in the bank at 

the end of July, while Burke 

had one-point-seven million 

on hand.  Burke continues 

to raise more than previous 

gubernatorial challengers, 

but she's still nowhere near 

Walker in the money race. 

 Figures for the other 



Democrat in next week's 

primary, Brett Hulsey, were 

not immediately available. 

The upcoming start of deer 

hunting season in Wisconsin 

means the DNR is once 

again asking state residents 

to help do a head count of 

deer. As part of the 

agency’s annual Operation 

Deer Watch, hunters and 

non-hunters can help 

survey the deer population. 

The DNR is sending out 

14,000 invitations to hunters 

who took part in the deer 

hunt last year to get keep 

track of the deer they see, 

but the public is also invited 

to help.  The DNR wants to 

know how hard the rough 

winter hit the deer herd 

before permits are issued.  

 

  
Forest Co. to determine 
whether to have an off road 
vehicle park News 8/6  6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Forest County Board 

this month will entertain a 

committee 

recommendation to 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/summerdeer.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/summerdeer.html


develop an off-road 

vehicle park.  The 10,000 

acre, 13-million dollar 

project near Argonne was 

sent to the group with the 

unanimous support of the 

Forestry committee in their 

meeting last night.  The 

initial plan calls for 

purchasing some 2000 

acres, funded partially by 

state stewardship grants.  

The DNR has said it needs 

more information to see if 

the project even qualifies.  

The non-profit group 

supporting the park 

maintains tourism and 

timber management would 

help generate revenue and 

provide jobs.  

Pelican Lake, just east of 

Rhinelander has been 

found to contain toxic blue-

green algae.  Health 

officials with the DNR warn 

people not to come in 

contact with the water and 

take precautions if eating 



fish from the lake.  The 

algae can cause a variety 

of flu-like symptoms and 

can be hazardous to 

animals.  They recommend 

a thorough cleaning of fish 

filets and proper cooking 

before eating it.  They also 

advise people to shower 

with a good soap if you’ve 

been in the water. 

After the office manager of 

the Northwoods Animal 

Hospital in Minocqua was 

fired last year, an 

investigation discovered 

tens of thousands of dollars 

missing.  47-year old Brenda 

Wigglesworth of Arbor Vitae 

was charged with 

embezzlement and 

pleaded innocent in court 

Monday.  She worked at 

the clinic from 1999 until 

April of last year as the 

bookkeeper and office 

manager and allegedly 

used company credit cards 

for personal expenses, kept 



money paid at the clinic’s 

service counter and wrote 

excessive paychecks to 

herself.  Her next court 

appearance is mid-

December. 
 

  
Wisconsin gas prices 
continue to take a plunge News 8/6 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Target department 

store chain has filed a legal 

brief in support of same-sex 

marriages in Wisconsin. 

 That's rare, since large 

companies normally shy 

away from hot-button 

political issues so they don't 

turn off customers. 

 However, as polls show 

growing support for gay 

marriage, several large U-S 

companies have publicly 

defended the practice -- 

both in legal briefs, and in 

referendums.  Target filed its 

brief in the federal appeals 

court in Chicago, which is 

considering the 

constitutionality of gay 

marriage bans passed in 

both Wisconsin and 

Indiana.  Federal judges 



overturned those bans, and 

both states filed appeals.   

 Wisconsin gas prices 

continue to take their 

biggest plunge of the 

summer.  The Triple-"A" said 

the statewide average for 

regular unleaded was 3.46-

a-gallon this morning.  That's 

four cents cheaper than a 

week ago, and 22-cents 

less than at this time in July. 

 Gregg Laskoski of 

GasBuddy-Dot-Com says 

the price cuts should 

continue at a slower pace 

over the next few weeks, as 

supplies remain high. 

 Laskoski expects larger 

declines after the middle of 

September.  Most folks have 

their vacations done by 

then, and refineries will start 

switching to winter grades 

of fuel. 

Over a half-million people 

attended last week's E-A-A 

Air-Venture Show in 

Oshkosh.  Organizers said 



the total crowds were up 

five-to-six percent from last 

year -- and up 20-percent 

for this past weekend, when 

the Air Force Thunderbirds 

made their Oshkosh debut. 

 More than ten-thousand 

planes flew into Wittman 

Airport for the week-long 

gathering.  Visitors from 69 

countries attended. 
 

  
Marathon Co. Sherrif’s look 
for man who robbed a bank 
in Hatley News 8/7 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The final link of a 610-mile 

oil pipeline runs into 

northwest Wisconsin and 

the state’s been asked to 

approve the project,  

Enbridge energy is planning 

the $2.6-billion Sandpiper 

pipeline, stretching from 

North Dakota to Wisconsin, 

to give Midwest refiners 

greater access to domestic 

oil.  Construction of the 30-

inch underground pipeline 

is planned for 2016.  

Officials in Minnesota and 

Wisconsin still have to give 

their blessing, which some 

groups say will be hard to 



come by.  In the last four 

years, Enbridge oil lines 

ruptured and spilled over 

850,000 barrels of oil into 

Wisconsin rivers.  A barrel is 

42 gallons.  Since that time 

the company has spent 

over $4 billion to improve 

detection, prevention and 

emergency responses.  The 

DNR scheduled an August 

25th hearing on the request.   

The Marathon County 

Sheriff’s Department is 

looking for a man they say 

robbed a bank in Hatley.  

Shortly before three an 

armed man made off with 

an unknown amount of 

cash from the Banner Bank 

branch near the 

intersection of clark street 

and Kuhlman avenue.  A 

stolen car was found 

abandoned about a mile 

away.  Authorities ask 

people to report anything 

suspicious. 



Six of Wisconsin’s largest 

health care systems are 

forming a statewide 

network to contract with 

insurers, and to share what 

works best for each group. 

The partnership includes 

health systems that serve 

about 90-percent of 

Wisconsinites — including  

Aspirus of Wausau.  Officials 

say it’s not a merger or a 

consolidation. Rather, a 

true partnership which will 

allow each system to learn 

more rapidly from each 

other, and serve patients 

more efficiently.  

 

  
Former Rhinelander grad 
returns to the school district 
in a new position News 8/7 12p,5p 1:30 

Two years ago, Oneida 

County ended its 

consideration of mining in 

northern Wisconsin.  Now, a 

committee wants to know if 

it's legal to hear a proposal 

from a company interested 

in exploring zinc and other 

minerals at a site near 



Tripoli.  The county's forestry 

panel voted to ask the 

corporation counsel 

whether it's proper to invite 

an engineer from Carolina 

Gold Resources to make a 

presentation.  Just the mere 

mention of the idea 

attracted a packed 

meeting room.    The site is 

about a mile from the 

Willow Flowage in the town 

of Lynne.  Several mining 

opponents in the audience 

said the new proposal goes 

against the County Board's 

wishes from 2012.  A couple 

of panel members said they 

should hear the company 

out.   

Wisconsin's latest round of 

tax cuts could make the 

state less open for business. 

 Local governments are 

getting less property tax 

money for tax incremental 

financing districts -- which 

provide additional revenues 

for things like streets that 



directly serve new-and-

growing businesses within 

those districts.  State 

Assembly Democrat Mandy 

Wright of Wausau says it's 

an unintended 

consequence from the tax 

cut bill passed in March, 

which included an extra 

400-million dollars from a 

state budget surplus to 

replace property tax 

payments for technical 

colleges.   

A Rhinelander high school 

grad returns to the district.  

Maggie Peterson joins the 

school district as the new 

director of special 

education and pupil 

services.  The past 15 years 

she’s been in a similar 

position at the Northland 

Pines school district.  

Peterson replaces Dave 

Wall who recently retired.   
 

  
Marathon co. sherrifs with 
help from the FBI are on the 
lookout for a bank robber News 8/8 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

Wisconsin's 11 Indian tribes 

won't appoint a 

representative to the seven-



member Mining Investment 

and Local Impact Fund 

Board.  Members decide 

how local communities 

should be reimbursed for 

the mining industry's 

impact.  Great Lakes Inter-

Tribal Council Mike Allen 

says it's voted against 

sending a representative to 

the board, made up of 

representatives from the 

mining area, including Iron, 

Forest and Bayfield 

counties.  The Bad River 

Band of Lake Superior 

Ojibwe stands to take the 

brunt of impact from what 

would be the largest iron 

ore mine in North America.    

Authorities in Central 

Wisconsin are seeking two 

men, one with the help of 

the FBI.  The Banner Bank in 

Hatley was robbed 

Wednesday by a man with 

a handgun.  He’s described 

as a white male with brown 

hair, about 25-30 years old 



and considered dangerous.  

Rothschild police have an 

arrest warrant out for 27-

year old Alex Hammoc of 

North Dakota, following a 

weekend shooting at a bar 

in the city.  Two others were 

charged in the incident. 

The Department of 

Instruction awarded over 

eight million dollars in grants 

yesterday to 51 charters for 

the upcoming school year.  

State superintendent Tony 

Evers called the schools 

laboratories of innovation 

and said the funds will 

ensure successful charter 

schools will have the ability 

to begin or continue to 

build on their work.  Two 

schools in the Northland 

Pines school district were 

awarded $150,000, the 

Montessori Learning Center 

and School of Options and 

Applied Research.  The 

Wausau Engineering and 

Global Leadership 



Academy received 

$125,000.  Wisconsin ranks in 

the top 10 nationwide for 

the number of charter 

schools. 
  

 
Wisconsin Rapids officials 
are looking into a homicide News 8/8  12p,5p 1:30 

 Police in Wisconsin Rapids 

have one person in custody 

for what they’re calling a 

homicide last night.  Initial 

reports indicate the two 

people involved are 

related.  The incident was 

reported about 11 last night 

on the 1100 block of Baker 

Street.  No other information 

is available. 

Western Wisconsin residents 

who do business in Stillwater 

Minnesota are getting a 

taste of what might happen 

if the Badger State raises its 

minimum wage.  Minnesota 

raised its minimum by 75-

cents an hour last week -- 

and the Oasis Cafe in 

Stillwater responded by 

charging a special fee of 

35-cents per meal.  Owner 

Craig Beemer figures it 



would cost him ten-

thousand dollars more 

each year to pay his servers 

a minimum that's now 

eight-dollars an hour in 

Minnesota.   Beemer says 

he's only trying to keep his 

employees working.  In 

Wisconsin, Democrats at 

both the state and federal 

levels are pushing for a 

10.10-an-hour minimum 

wage. 

Have you ever lost touch 

with somebody in a 

Wisconsin state park or trail? 

 If you have a smartphone, 

you won't have to worry 

about that anymore.  The 

D-N-R unveiled a new app 

letting users keep track of 

each other.  The app also 

provides descriptions and 

amenities for each of the D-

N-R's recreation properties. 

 It also has G-P-S mapping 

features which includes 

park locations, facility tours, 

and a mechanism which 



lets them record the 

distances walked or ridden 

on state trails and their 

times.  It's all in the new 

Wisconsin State Parks and 

Forests' Pocket Ranger -- 

and you'll find it on I-Tunes 

and the Android Market. 
 

  
Drowning east of Eagle 
River News 8/11 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Vilas County authorities 

report a drowning Saturday 

morning east of Eagle River 

in Catfish Lake.  An 

unidentified man having his 

boat towed fell out but was 

not wearing a floatation 

device.  CPR was started at 

the scene.  He was taken to 

Eagle River Memorial 

Hospital where he was 

pronounced dead.   

A Michigan man was 

injured when his light plane 

crashed into some trees at 

the Boulder Junction 

Airport.  The accident 

happened yesterday 

morning during the annual 

Musky Day Fly-In.  The pilot 

was taken to Howard 



Young Medical Center in 

Woodruff with leg and 

facial injuries.   

Two people died and one 

remains hospitalized 

following an accident 

Friday east of Wausau.  The 

Marathon County sheriff’s 

office reports 10 young 

people were in a SUV on 

Hwy 52, headed to the Dells 

of Eau Claire when the 

vehicle left the road and 

rolled over.  12-year old 

Reighlee Stevenson of 

Oshkosh was pronounced 

dead at the scene.  Desirae 

Landowski, also 12, of 

Wausau died a short time 

later.  Another youngster 

remains in St. Joseph’s 

hospital this morning in 

critical condition.  A fourth 

victim has been released 

from Aspirus Hospital in 

Wausau. Six others, all 

under the age of 18, were 

treated and released from 



area hospitals. 

It’s primary day tomorrow, 

with a 15% voter turnout 

expected.  This is a partisan 

primary, meaning you’ll be 

choosing candidates of 

one political party.  The 

contests on the ballot are 

primarily major state offices 

with Democrats Mary Burke 

and Brett Hulsey looking to 

unseat incumbent 

Republican Scott Walker 

and 7th Congressional 

district with three 

candidates looking to beat 

incumbent Sean Duffy.   
 

  
Authorities are investigating 
weekend drowning News 8/11 12p,5p 1:30 

Authorities continue 

investigating three 

weekend drownings in 

north central Wisconsin.  In 

Wausau, an 18-year-old 

man disappeared Saturday 

afternoon in Man-Made 

Lake off shore from the 

city's Sunnyvale Park.  He 

was pulled from the water 

and given C-P-R until 



witnesses could get him to 

a hospital where he died. 

 In Vilas County, a 77-year-

old man fell from his boat 

while it was being towed by 

another boat Saturday 

morning on Catfish Lake 

near Eagle River.  He died 

at a hospital a short time 

later.  Also, authorities said 

a 28-year-old man swam 

across the Saint Croix River 

into Wisconsin, and was 

heading back to the 

Minnesota side when he 

drowned.  He was found 

Saturday evening close to 

where he started at Rush 

City Minnesota.  None of 

the victims' names were 

immediately released. 

The Lincoln county sheriff’s 

department is looking for 

information following  a 

burglary last weekend.  

Workers at the gravel pit on 

the far north end of Pine 

Ridge Avenue in the town 

of Pine River report a trailer 



was entered and several 

items including welding 

equipment and pumps, 

valued over $5000 were 

stolen.  If you have an 

information you’re asked to 

contact the Lincoln county 

sheriff’s office. 

Today is 8/11.  Eight-One-

One is also the number to 

call for Diggers' Hotline. 

 Wisconsin Public Service is 

using the date to remind 

people to "call before they 

dig," to make sure their 

projects don't run into 

underground utility lines.  A 

lot of people assume the 

statewide Digger's Hotline is 

for larger projects.  Actually, 

many utility lines are cut by 

people doing smaller 

projects at home.   
 

  
Charges are pending in car 
crash News 8/12 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 Charges are pending 

against a 16-year old who 

was driving the SUV last 

week that crashed, killing 

two 12-year old girls and 

injuring several others.  The 



girl didn’t have a driver’s 

license.  She appeared in 

Marathon County Court 

yesterday and had her 

initial appearance 

postponed until tomorrow.  

She’s currently under 

electronic monitoring at her 

home.  The accident 

happened Friday morning 

west of Wausau on Hwy 52.   

Hundreds of people 

gathered at the city’s 400 

Block last night in a vigil for 

the victims. 

There was another vigil, this 

one in Antigo for Kayla 

Berg.  The teenager’s been 

missing for five years and 

friends and family met 

under a park shelter 

yesterday and released 

hundreds of pink balloons 

containing pictures and 

information in 

remembrance and hope 

for her safe return.   

A 70-year-old man is in 



custody after threatening 

groups of inner tubers at 

gunpoint. Florence County 

deputies had reports over 

the weekend of a man 

standing on the shore of the 

Pine River, pointing a 

shotgun at tubers, saying 

the river belongs to him and 

that he is the “King of 

America.”  Officials  found 

the man armed with a 

loaded shotgun, a loaded 

rifle, and 280 rounds of 

ammunition.  He’s awaiting 

an initial court 

appearance. His name has 

not been released. 

The public along with local 

and state dignitaries got a 

look at Printpack’s new, 

state-of-the-art facility at 

their grand opening 

yesterday.  The 203,000 

square foot, 80-million dollar 

plant makes packaging for 

the snack food industry.  

Company officials told the 



crowd they’ll be adding 

more than 50 new jobs and 

look to expand the facility 

in the near future. 
 

  
Primary election day in 
Wisconsin News 8/12 12p,5p 1:30 

It's primary election day in 

Wisconsin.  The statewide 

contests have not 

generated much 

excitement, and officials 

predict a 15-percent voter 

turnout.  The biggest item 

on the ballot is a three-way 

Democratic primary for the 

open attorney general's 

post. There are also G-O-P 

primaries for state treasurer 

and secretary-of-state -- but 

there's been little interest, 

after lawmakers have 

stripped both jobs of 

virtually all their duties. 

 There are also numerous 

primaries for state 

Legislature and county 

offices.  All polls close at 

eight tonight. 

A northwest Wisconsin 

sheriff's deputy saved a pair 

of 12-year-old girls whose 



kayaks overturned on the 

Minong Flowage in Douglas 

County.  Media reports said 

deputy Steve Olson was 

patrolling the area Saturday 

when he saw something 

afloat in a large bay -- and 

his binoculars helped him 

see two kayaks upside-

down and two heads 

bobbing.  Olson raced to 

the girls on his jet-ski 

watercraft -- and he found 

their heads barely out of 

the water, and neither 

wearing life-jackets.  He 

took them about four miles 

to shore on his watercraft. 

 They were tired and 

scared, but otherwise okay. 

Both girls are from Bruce in 

Rusk County. 

Wisconsin's largest annual 

farm show begins today in 

Portage County.  Close to 

80-thousand people are 

expected for Wisconsin 

Farm Technology Days just 

east of Plover at the Blue 



Top and Feltz Family farms. 

 The three-day show is 

being held a month later 

than normal, to allow for 

unique field 

demonstrations.  The show 

features the latest in farm 

equipment and 

technology, plus numerous 

demonstrations and around 

600 exhibitors in a tent city. 
 

  
Mary Burke chosen to run for 
governor News 8/13 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Five-of-every-six 

Democratic voters 

yesterday chose Mary Burke 

to run for governor against 

Scott Walker.  Assembly 

Democrat Brett Hulsey lost 

with 17-percent of the vote. 

 Racine Senator John 

Lehman will be Burke's 

running mate, with a ten-

point victory over Mary Jo 

Walters for lieutenant 

governor. Wisconsin voters 

chose Susan Happ to run 

against Waukesha 

prosecutor Brad Schimel for 

state attorney general. 

 Happ, the Jefferson County 



district attorney, received 

52-percent of over 275-

thousand votes in a three-

way Democratic primary 

yesterday. Incumbent 

Wausau Republican Sean 

Duffy easily won a primary 

challenge from Don 

Raihala.  Duffy will face 

Ashland City Council 

member Kelly Westlund in 

November for the 7th District 

Congressional seat.  She 

won her primary with 78-

percent of the vote.  

The Lac du Flambeau Band 

of Lake Superior Chippewa 

Indians and Wisconsin 

Department of Children 

and Families entered into 

an agreement to 

strengthen the Tribe’s ability 

to protect Tribal children 

and families.  The 

agreement was formalized 

with a ceremonial signing 

yesterday.  The agreement 

will allow federal aid to flow 

directly to the Tribe, plus 



help to increase staff and 

delivery of services to 

children and families in 

need of intensive support 

and monitoring.  

Some tense moments at a 

Lake Thompson 

campground yesterday 

morning as a power line 

was knocked loose by a 

tree branch and landed on 

a propane truck making a 

delivery. The Pelican Fire 

Department and Wisconsin 

Public Service responded to 

West Bay Campground 

around 11:00.   
 

 More crossbow hunters 
could be out in the woods 
this fall. 
 News 8/13 12p,5p 1:30 

As voters were nominating 

her for governor, Mary 

Burke was in Rhinelander 

spelling out an agenda for 

northern Wisconsin.  She  

vowed not to change her 

campaign strategy after 

getting 83-percent of 

yesterday's Democratic 

primary vote over long-shot 

candidate Brett Hulsey.  The 

latest Marquette poll shows 



Burke in a dead heat with 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker -- who was in central 

Wisconsin yesterday, kicking 

off the state's Farm 

Technology Days near 

Plover.  Burke sounded an 

alarm about people 

leaving the north saying it's 

vital to keep more young 

people in rural areas.  She 

also cited a need to reform 

education -- specifically the 

state aid formula which 

Burke says is hurting most 

rural schools, due to 

declining enrollments and 

the impact of vacation 

homes which make a 

school district appear 

wealthy on the surface. 

More hunters using 

crossbows could be out in 

the woods this fall, with the 

Natural Resources Board 

voting today on rules 

clearing the way for more 

people to use the weapons 



in Wisconsin. Crossbows 

were previously limited to 

disabled hunters or those 

over the age of 65, but a 

change in state law last 

year now means any 

qualified hunter can buy a 

license to use one. Scott 

Loomans, Wildlife 

Regulation Policy Specialist 

with the state Department 

of Natural Resources, 

believes it will prove to be a 

popular option this fall, 

when crossbows are 

allowed at the same time 

as the archery deer season 

that starts on September 

13th.  

 

  
16 year old girl back in court News 8/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The 16 year old, unlicensed 

driver of a SUV that crashed 

and killed two young girls 

last Friday was back in 

Marathon County Court 

yesterday.  At the closed 

door hearing, the petition 

alleging the charges 

against the girl was not 



made public.  A petition is 

the equivalent of a criminal 

complaint in adult court.  

One other child remains 

hospitalized in critical 

condition.  Ten young 

people, all under 18, were 

in the truck when the girl 

lost control, left the road 

and rolled it several times.  

The accident happened on 

Hwy 52 west of Wausau.  

Oneida County Judge 

Michael Bloom with preside 

over the case since 

Marathon County Judge 

Greg Grau removed himself 

since he knows the family.   

More hunters using 

crossbows could be out in 

the woods this fall, after the 

state Natural Resources 

Board voted yesterday 

to clear the way for more 

people to use the weapons 

in Wisconsin. Board 

members meeting in 

Hawyard  approved 



a  recommendation that a 

crossbow deer hunting 

season be run concurrently 

with the archery season this 

fall.  That season opens 

September 13th.   

The Rhinelander School 

District will take over 

operation of the Aspirus 

Community Fitness Center 

and Heck Family 

Community Pool next week.  

Both facilities are in the high 

school, where a grand 

opening is planned for 

Monday.  Open to the 

community, the fitness 

center will offer personal 

and athletic trainers and 

fitness coaches will be on 

staff during the week.  Use 

of the facility during the 

month of September is free 

to sample the newly 

reorganized center. 
 

  
Gov. Walker defends 
environmental policies News 8/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker is 

defending Wisconsin's 

environmental policies, as 



Chippewa Indians try to get 

the federal E-P-A to 

intervene in Gogebic 

Taconite's mining plans. 

 Leaders of six Chippewa 

tribes in northern Wisconsin 

meet Saturday with E-P-A 

officials in Traverse City 

Michigan.  They filed a 

petition in May to have the 

federal government invoke 

part of the Clean Water Act 

and consider federal 

vetoes of state decisions on 

things like dredging and 

digging close to waterways. 

 The tribes say Wisconsin's 

mining laws don't do 

enough to protect water, 

wild rice, and fish 

downstream -- all of which 

are federally-protected in 

agreements on and around 

reservations.  Lac du 

Flambeau tribal chairman 

Tom Maulson says he's seen 

no evidence which proves 

that a mine could be 

environmentally safe. 



Governor Walker said in 

Rhinelander this week the 

state takes a science-

based and consistent 

approach to protecting 

natural resources.  Walker 

said he hoped the E-P-A 

would use science instead 

of politics to base its 

decisions involving the 

proposed iron ore mine.  

A central Wisconsin man will 

spend ten years in prison for 

supplying the heroin that 

killed another man in 

Marathon County.  Thirty-

one year old Lucas Zuehlke 

of Coloma struck a plea 

deal this week.  It convicted 

him of reckless homicide in 

the death of 30-year-old 

Thomas Knickerbocker in 

March of last year.  Four 

other drug-related counts 

were dropped.   

You didn’t have to travel 

too far for one of the 

coldest temperatures in the 

nation this morning.  Land 



O’ Lakes hit 32-degrees. The 

record was 34 set last year. 
 

 Park Falls man enters plea 
 News 8/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The man accused of 

stabbing his wife to death in 

Park Falls last August is 

looking to avoid a trial.  47-

year old William Rambo 

entered an Alford plea in 

Price county court 

yesterday in which he 

admits there’s enough 

evidence for a conviction 

but wouldn’t admit guilt.  

However the court could 

convict him as if he’d 

pleaded guilty.  Judge Ann 

Knox-Bauer now has to 

decide whether to accept 

the plea and consider 

sentencing on the first 

degree intentional 

homicide charge.  The trial 

was scheduled to begin 

next week.  37-year old 

Dawn Rambo died of 

multiple stab wounds after 

an argument August 22nd.   

Residents in Wausau will 

have a say in how the city’s 



government should 

change.  But any 

referendum on the issue 

won’t be on the November 

ballot as some city council 

members would’ve liked.  

After active discussion 

earlier this week the body 

voted to put an advisory 

referendum before voters in 

April.  Last month Wausau 

Mayor Jim Tipple called for 

an evaluation of the way 

things are run, possibly 

resulting in having a city 

administrator instead of a 

mayor.   

Nearly 100 soldiers with the 

Superior-based 950th 

Engineer Company of the 

Wisconsin National Guard 

will deploy to Afghanistan 

this fall to assist in the troop 

drawdown in the war-torn 

country.  The group 

specializes in route 

clearance and combating 

threats posed by 

improvised explosive 



devices.  They’ll primarily 

work in the east on the 

region’s main supply routes 

and advise, assist and train 

Afghan forces.  The 950th 

hasn’t been to Afghanistan 

before but has deployed to 

Iraq in both 2003 and 2010.   
 

  
Lobbyists maybe knocking at 
your door.   News 8/15 12p,5p 1:30 

 Don't be surprised to see a 

lobbyist knock on your door, 

to try and get you to vote 

Republican in November. 

 G-O-P Assembly leaders 

are recruiting lobbyists to 

help with door-to-door 

campaigns aimed at 

boosting the party's 

already-considerable 60-to-

39 majority.  The effort is 

called "Leggie-palooza," a 

take-off on the long-running 

Lolla-palooza music 

festivals.  It's a second major 

effort by Republicans to get 

the people who ask them 

to pass legislation to help 

those same politicians stay 

in control and  some 

lobbyists are not happy with 



being asked to knock on 

doors for Republicans -- 

because if they don't, they 

might not get the bills 

passed that their clients 

want.  Other lobbyists said 

they didn't have a problem 

with it. 

If you don't think write-in 

campaigns work, think 

again.  Two sheriffs in 

Stevens Point have been 

elected as write-ins since 

1996 -- and a third 

candidate is thinking about 

going the same route. 

 Kevin Sorenson finished 

second on Tuesday in a 

four-way Democratic 

primary for Portage County 

sheriff.  The winner of the 

primary, Mike Lucas, will be 

the only name on the ballot 

in November since there is 

no Republican candidate. 

 Sorenson lost by 230 votes. 

 He says he'll wait until the 

ballots are canvassed next 

week before deciding if 



he'll wage a write-in bid in 

the fall.   

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

officials are searching for 

whoever is shooting 

federally protected raptors 

in Wisconsin. At least one 

osprey and one barred owl 

were shot in Bayfield 

County in recent weeks. 

Both species are protected 

under the Migratory Bird 

Treaty Act.  

 

 
Drive sober or get pulled 
over News 8/18 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

About 125 people gathered at 

a downtown Milwaukee park 
yesterday to call for justice in 

the aftermath of the police 
shooting death of Michael 

Brown in Ferguson Missouri. 
 The group yelled "No justice, 

no peace" and "Hands up, 
don't shoot" -- what's become 

a common phrase in Ferguson 
after witnesses said Brown had 

his hands up when an officer 
shot him.  Among those 

speaking at the Milwaukee rally 

was Craig Stingley, father of a 
black West Allis teen who died 

after being held down by three 
white convenience store 



customers.  Also at the rally 

were relatives of Dontre 
Hamilton, who was shot more 

than 10 times by an officer in 
late April after getting info a 

confrontation with the 
patrolman at Red Arrow Park -- 

where yesterday's rally took 
place.  The crowd also 

marched to Milwaukee's 
downtown police station. 

 
Law enforcement agencies 

throughout the state are 
joining in on the ‘Drive Sober 

or Get Pulled Over’ campaign 

to crack down on drunken 
driving. In Vilas county, 

Captain Dave Garner of the 
county sheriff’s department 

reminds those who plan on 
drinking while out to make 

sure there’s a designated 
driver to avoid arrest. The 

‘Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over’ campaign runs through 

Labor Day. 
 

The Mega Millions' jackpot is 
the largest since March 18th. 

 It's at 160-million dollars for 

tomorrow night, after nobody 
won the top prize on Friday 

night and nobody from 
Wisconsin claimed the one-



million-dollar second prize. 

 The jackpot is the largest 
since players in Maryland and 

Florida split a 400-million 
dollar Mega Millions' prize on 

March 18th.  Tomorrow's cash 
option is 95-million dollars for 

a single winner who takes the 
whole prize now instead of in 

yearly installments.  In 
Powerball, the top prize is at 

60-million dollars for 
Wednesday night. 
 

 
Wausau man arrested in 
Chicago News 8/18 12p,5p 1:30 

A Wausau man who authorities 
say is a suspect in a shooting 

at a Rothschild bar has been 

arrested in the Chicago area. 
27 year old Alex Hammoc is a 

suspect in the shooting at PJ’s 
Log Jam in Rothschild on 

August third. Hammoc will be 
brought to Wisconsin after 

determining if he faces any 
charges in Chicago. He’s 

expected to be charged with a 
variety of counts in Marathon 

County, including first degree 
recklessly endangering safety. 

Authorities continue to 
investigate a weekend crash in 

Shawano County, where a 

motorcyclist died after hitting a 
deer.  It happened late Friday 

night on a town road near 



Tigerton.  Sheriff's deputies 

said the 23-year-old biker died 
a short time after vehicle 

struck the deer.  The name of 
the Tigerton man was not 

immediately released. 
Wisconsin is on a pace to have 

record agricultural exports this 
year.  According to state 

officials, companies exported 
one-point-nine billion dollars in 

farm-related products during 
the first half of this year. 

 That's 17-percent more than 
the same time a year ago. 

 Dairy derivatives and other 

dairy exports increased by 30-
percent from the year before. 

 Wisconsin had the nation's 
highest exports in bovine 

genetics, whey, processed 
sweet corn, ginseng, and mink 

fur skins.  The state ranked 
second in the exporting of 

cheese and processed 
cranberries.   

More Wisconsin public school 
teachers will be paid according 

to their performance this fall. 
 That's the apparent result of a 

new statewide teacher 

evaluation system which takes 
effect in the coming school 

year -- plus the near-
elimination of collective 



bargaining as the state's Act-

10 begins its fourth year. 
 Wauwatosa was among the 

school districts approving the 
move toward the type of 

performance incentives often 
seen in the private sector.  The 

Journal Sentinel says 
compensation in the 'Tosa 

schools will now be based on 
the leadership roles teachers 

take, the levels of their 
professional development, and 

incentive bonuses.  Act-10 has 
caused school districts to be 

less reliant on previously-

negotiated pay plans that are 
based on mainly on experience 

and years of service.    
 

Central Wisconsin pounded 
by rain and heavy winds News 8/19 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

A central Wisconsin man claims 

he was insane when he 
allegedly killed his step-father 

with a baseball bat.  Andrew 
Pray of Plover pleaded innocent 

by reason of mental disease 
yesterday to a Portage County 

charge of first-degree 
intentional homicide.  Pray, 

who turned 33 last Friday, will 
now get a mental competency 

exam. Pray is accused of 

striking 77-year-old 
Christopher Bonnstetter three-

or-four times with the bat, as 



the victim was resting on his 

living room floor May 
26th. Authorities said Pray's 

mother tried calling for help, 
and she was forced to go to a 

neighbor to get assistance. 
 Pray was arrested a short time 

later. 
 

Central Wisconsin was 
pounded by rain yesterday and 

last night.  Wisconsin Rapids 
had three-point-six inches The 

National Weather Service said 
Rapids also had marble-sized 

hail and 54-mile-an-hour 

winds.  In nearby Nekoosa, 
trees and power lines fell. 

 They also had street floods 
and dime-sized hail.  Storms 

also hit far southern Wisconsin, 
where 12-hundred We 

Energies' customers were 
without power this morning. 

 More than  200 Wisconsin 
Public Service customers were 

in the dark in the Green Bay 
area. More showers and 

isolated storms are in the 
forecast today.  There's a 

chance of rain in the statewide 

forecast every day into the 
weekend. 

 
A special deer hunt begins in 



early October for Wisconsin's 

disabled residents.  The D-N-R 
is reminding those hunters that 

the deadline to sign up is 
September first.   Disabled 

hunters must enroll with a 
property owner -- and a list of 

those owners, plus more 
information, are available on 

the D-N-R's Web site 
accessible at Wisconsin-Dot-

Gov. 
 

The way beer is regulated, you 
might think it's impossible to 

buy it from vending machines. 

 But baseball fans in 
Minneapolis are doing it -- and 

the food vendor for the 
Milwaukee Brewers wants to 

offer it, too.  Sports-Service 
Incorporated has filed an 

application with Milwaukee's 
licensing division for the okay 

to install two self-service beer 
vending units in Miller Park.  A 

city panel will consider the 
request next month.  
 

 
Multi Co. chase leads to 
arrests  News 8/20 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

A multi-county chase resulted 
in the arrest of three teens last 

night in Price County. A Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s deputy 
attempted to investigate a 

suspicious vehicle last night at 



a Tomahawk business, when 

the vehicle sped off. Thirty-one 
miles later, the chase ended 

safely in Price County. 
According to the press release, 

deputies found marijuana and 
other drug paraphernalia in the 

car. Two 17 year olds and a 16 
year old teen will face charges. 

(Thanks, Ch. 7) 
 

A federal appeals court has 
scheduled a hearing for 

September 12th on the 
Wisconsin Justice Department's 

effort to get the state's voter I-

D law re-instated. Earlier this 
Spring, Federal Judge Lynn 

Adelman said the photo I-D 
voting requirement was 

unconstitutional and a violation 
of the federal Voting Rights 

Act.  State Attorney General J-
B Van Hollen has asked the 

appellate court to overturn 
Adelman's ruling -- and while 

it's considering that, Van 
Hollen has asked that the voter 

I-D mandate be put in place 
for the November 4th 

elections.  In July, the State 

Supreme Court ruled that the 
Republicans' 2011 voter I-D 

law was constitutional -- but 
the law remained blocked until 



the federal courts resolve the 

issue.   
 

A Southern California woman 
who was ticketed for climbing 

into the giraffe exhibit at the 
Madison zoo says she'll fight 

her citation.  Twenty-four year 
old Amanda Hall of San Luis 

Obispo tells the Los Angeles 
Times she was not trying to 

hurt the animal, and she 
doesn't believe a 686-dollar 

fine for harassing zoo animals 
is fair. The incident happened 

last Saturday afternoon at 

Madison's Vilas Park Zoo. 
 Madison Police said she 

climbed over one fence and 
was scaling another, when a 

12-foot-tall giraffe named 
Wally licked her face, then 

turned and kicked her in the 
face.  Zoo officials said giraffes 

are capable of killing lions -- 
and Hall was lucky not to be 

seriously injured.  
 

The Mega Millions' jackpot is 
up to 180-million dollars for 

Friday night.  That's after 

nobody won the top prize last 
night.  No Wisconsin players 

won the million-dollar second 
prize.  Friday's Mega Millions 



jackpot is the largest since 

March 18th, when players from 
Florida and Maryland split a 

400-million-dollar prize.  In 
Powerball, the top prize is 60-

million dollars for tonight. 
 

Wisconsin Senators make 
trip to the Northwoods.   
 News 8/20 12p,5p 1:30 

Both of Wisconsin's U-S 

senators made separate visits 
to the Northwoods this week, 

to call for policies to expand 
timber harvesting in the state's 

only national forest. 
 Republican Ron Johnson 

joined members of the Great 
Lakes Timber Professionals 

yesterday on a tour of Forest 

County and part of the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National 

Forest.  He said the national 
forests should be self-financed, 

so they can use revenue from 
timber sales to manage the 

land better and create more 
opportunities for harvesting A 

ten-year plan allows the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet to 

harvest 131-million board feet 
per year, but a report from last 

year said only about 60-
percent of that amount was 

being harvested.  On Monday, 

Senate Democrat Tammy 
Baldwin appeared in Crandon 

and Laona, to endorse timber 



harvest levels which are closer 

to the forest plan goals. 
 

A man who's awaiting trial for 
a 2008 murder in Wisconsin 

Rapids pleaded innocent 
yesterday to killing his wife 

Pamela 30 years ago.  Fifty-
five year old Joseph Reinwand 

made his initial court 
appearance on a first-degree 

murder charge filed late last 
week in Portage County. 

 Circuit Judge Thomas Pflugar 
set a 100-thousand dollar 

bond.  Reinwand won't be 

going anywhere, since he's in 
prison at Portage for previous 

convictions that include 
identity theft, burglary, 

forgery, and marijuana 
possession.  He's accused of 

killing his wife at their home in 
Plover, not along after she 

gave birth to a 
daughter. Prosecutors said 

Reinwand confessed to 
relatives and others that he 

killed his wife.  Officials said 
new technology produced the 

evidence they needed to 

charge her husband with 
murder.  In the meantime, 

Reinwand faces a two-week 
trial in mid-October in Wood 



County for the Meister killing.   

 
Wisconsin gas prices are at 

their lowest since mid-
February.  The Triple-"A" says 

the statewide average is 3.46-
a-gallon this morning for 

regular unleaded. That's 
eleven-cents cheaper than a 

month ago, and seven-cents 
less than on this date a year 

ago.  Gail Weinholzer of Triple-
"A" says crude oil prices have 

stabilized, and the demand for 
gas has dropped this month. 

 She and other experts predict 

that fuel prices will keep 
falling, as we head into the 

Labor Day weekend.   
 

James Foley killed in Syria 
 News 8/21 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

President Obama sent special 

operations' troops to Syria this 
summer to rescue Marquette 

graduate James Foley and 
other hostages -- but they 

didn't find them.     The 
operation was revealed one 

day after the Islamic State 
released a video showing a 

beheading of the 40-year-old 
Foley, with threats to kill a 

second hostage if Obama did 

not call off airstrikes against 
militants in Iraq.  The U-S 

responded with a new barrage 



of airstrikes yesterday -- and it 

would not rule out a military 
operation in Syria to bring 

those responsible for Foley's 
death to justice.  Foley, a 1996 

Marquette grad, will be 
honored at a vigil on the 

Milwaukee campus next 
Wednesday. 

 
Wisconsin public school 

superintendent Tony Evers said 
last year's seniors "did a fine 

job" on the A-C-T college 
entrance exam.  The state 

Department of Public 

Instruction released district-
by-district results yesterday. 

 That was after the statewide 
totals showed that Wisconsin 

had the nation's second-
highest composite score on the 

A-C-T test -- 22-point-two of a 
possible 36.  Starting this 

school year, all Wisconsin 
students will be required to 

take the A-C-T.  Evers said the 
system wants students to 

pursue rigorous coursework, so 
they can be prepared for the 

next steps -- whether it's 

college, military service, work, 
or job training. 

 
The U-W Board of Regents 



could decide today whether to 

ask for 95-million more tax 
dollars in the next two-year 

state budget.  Governor Scott 
Walker told state agencies last 

month not to expect any 
increase in tax funding in the 

budget he would propose in 
February, if he gets re-elected 

this fall.  The Regents will meet 
today at the Oshkosh campus, 

and they could decide whether 
to ask the Republican Walker 

for additional funding.  U-W 
System officials say they need 

it to help pay for the 

university's new Talent 
Development Initiative -- 

which will seek to create new 
science and technology jobs. 

 The U-W also says it needs to 
boost the numbers of 

graduates, and put more 
students in internships. 

 System officials also say the 
26 campuses need to preserve 

academic quality, in the face of 
another tuition freeze that 

Walker has proposed.  
 

 
Federal appeals court asked 
for documents News 8/21 12p,5p 1:30 

A coalition of media and open 

government groups has asked 

a federal appeals court to 
release 34 more documents 

from the John Doe probe into 



the state's recall elections. 

 The court was planning to 
unseal the documents on 

Tuesday. That move was held 
up, after prosecutors and 

targets of the probe asked that 
all or some of the records 

remain secret.  In a new brief 
filed yesterday, the media 

coalition said there's no 
compelling reason to keep the 

items secret anymore.  The 
investigation was halted by a 

federal judge in May, but 
prosecutors continue to appeal 

to try and revive it. The probe 

involves illegal campaign 
coordination between Governor 

Scott Walker, G-O-P state 
senators, and outside 

conservative groups in the 
recall elections from 2011-and-

'12.  The Republican Walker 
has denied wrongdoing. 

 
A man shot by a Plover police 

officer on August 8th has been 
moved out of a hospital and 

into a jail cell.  Investigators 
said 33-year-old Brett 

Lieberman of Manawa was 

carrying a knife as he charged 
toward an officer who stopped 

his vehicle for driving 
erratically.  While he was in the 



hospital, he was charged with 

attempted homicide. 
 Yesterday, Lieberman 

appeared on video at a bond 
hearing in Portage County 

Circuit Court where a judge set 
bail at 100-thousand dollars.   

Plover Police officials said 
officer Andrew Hopfensperger 

acted justifiably in shooting the 
suspect.  The State Justice 

Department has yet to give its 
opinion, as it continues to 

investigate. 
 

A joint tribal-and-county drug 

court in far northern Wisconsin 
has received a federal grant of 

almost 900-thousand dollars. 
 The Zaagiibagaa (Zah-gee--

bah-gah) Healing-to-Wellness 
Court is run by Vilas County 

and the Lac du Flambeau 
Indian tribe.  It helps certain 

drug suspects with chronic 
addiction problems get 

treatment instead of 
incarceration. The three-year 

federal grant will provide more 
staffing and equipment for the 

wellness court. 
 

 
Voter I.D.’s  News 8/22 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

A federal appeals court in 
Chicago agreed yesterday to 

unseal twenty-four documents 



related to the John Doe 

investigation into Governor 
Scott Walker and the state's 

recall elections.  The Seventh 
Circuit Appellate Court said ten 

other documents should be 
sealed. The records involve the 

two-year-old John Doe probe 
into allegations that the 

governor and other top 
Republicans worked illegally 

with outside conservative 
groups on campaigns for G-O-P 

Senate candidates, plus Walker 
himself.  The governor denies 

such a thing.  The John Doe 

was halted by a judge in May, 
but prosecutors are appealing 

that decision.   
 

Wisconsin voters will have to 
wait awhile to find out if they'll 

have to show photo I-D's at 
the polls on November fourth. 

 Yesterday, the federal appeals 
court in Chicago said it would 

not act on the state's request 
to restore the voter I-D law, 

until after the court hears oral 
arguments in the case on 

September 12th.  The state is 

appealing a ruling from Federal 
Judge Lynn Adelman which 

found the Wisconsin I-D law 
unconstitutional.  Attorney 



General J-B Van Hollen asked 

the court to at least 
temporarily put the law back 

into place while the appeal is 
being considered -- thus 

requiring voters to show I-D's 
in the November fourth 

elections. 
 

U-W Madison researchers are 
getting three-million federal 

dollars to perform research 
involving nuclear power.  The 

U-S Energy Department said 
today it's giving out 67-million 

dollars for 83 projects around 

the country.  The U-W has 
three of them.  The largest one 

is designed to create advanced 
sensors for safety tests in 

advanced nuclear reactors. 
 That project covers about two-

million dollars, or two-thirds of 
the university's federal grant. 

 Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz 
says the research reflects "the 

key role of nuclear energy in 
helping ensure America's low-

carbon future."   
 

 
Wausau police chief home 
broken into. News 8/22 12p,5p 1:30 

A Michigan man is accused of 

breaking into the home of 

Wausau's police chief, and 
stealing his pick-up truck.  A 

Marathon County judge set 



bond at 20-thousand dollars 

yesterday for 39-year-old 
Jason Warner.  He's charged 

with felony counts of burglary 
and vehicle theft, and 

misdemeanor counts of theft 
and criminal damage.  The 

break-in was reported Tuesday 
at Wausau Police Chief Jeff 

Hardel's home in the town of 
Maine.  He's due back in court 

next Wednesday in Wausau for 
a preliminary hearing. 

 
Consumer scams against 

Wisconsinites keep growing. 

 Sandy Chalmers of the state's 
consumer protection agency 

says there are new scams and 
variations of old ones -- but 

the one constant is that there's 
always somebody trying to 

scam folks by phone and 
online.  This year, Chalmers 

says the most prevalent scams 
involve callers claiming to be 

with the I-R-S -- either to con 
people into thinking they owe 

back taxes, or they can get 
refunds if they provide their 

bank account numbers.   

Chalmers says folks always 
have to be vigilent because 

there are so many scams right 
now.  She says those getting 



suspicious calls should hang-

up, not open suspicious e-
mails, and contact the state 

Ag, Trade, and Consumer 
Protection agency to report the 

scams. 
 

A Wisconsin Rapids native has 
died in Afghanistan.  The 

Pentagon said 39-year-old 
Army Sergeant Matthew 

Leggett died Wednesday after 
he was attacked near Kabul's 

airport.  A relative said Leggett 
was born in Wisconsin Rapids, 

and his father grew up in 

nearby Nekoosa before moving 
to Texas.  He served three 

tours of combat duty, and had 
won numerous awards -- 

including a Purple Heart for 
being wounded. 
 

 
Overnight fire damaged a 
Birnamwood lumber yard News 8/25 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

An overnight fire damaged 

Kersten Lumber in 

Birnamwood.  Automatic 

alarms went off just before 

10 and sprinklers were 

activated in the back of 

the saw mill, which 

controlled most of the 

blaze.  Authorities say it was 

a large fire but it appears 



no lumber was damaged.  

The cause appears to be 

electrical. 

Governor Scott Walker will 

take part in two debates 

with his Democratic 

challenger Mary Burke, but 

not a third. The Wisconsin 

Broadcasters Association 

will sponsor debates with 

both candidates October 

and October 17th. 

However, Walker’s camp 

says it will not participate in 

a debate on Thursday, 

October 16th. Burke has 

committed to that forum, to 

be held at U-W Stevens 

Point.  

A 46 year old Tomahawk 

man was arrested early 

yesterday morning on a 

theft charge after Deputies 

investigated a complaint in 

the Town of King. Video 

surveillance showed the 

man taking the wallet off 

the bar after the victim 



briefly left.  Both the wallet 

and the money were 

recovered and returned. 

The suspect was brought to 

the Lincoln County Jail 

where he was released 

after a cash bond was 

posted. 

Ten years ago voters in Vilas 

County turned back 

referendum allowing ATVs 

on county land.  They may 

see another one in 

November.  The Vilas 

County Board meets 

tomorrow to discuss putting 

an advisory referendum on 

the November 4th ballot.  

Last month the board 

approved an amendment 

to the county’s 15 year 

Comprehensive Land Use 

Plan allowing ATVs and 

UTVs to be included in the 

process of planning 

recreational trails on county 

land.   

 



 
Power outages due to 
storms in the area  News 8/25 12p,5p 1:30 

Over 11,000 people were 

without power this morning 

from a series of storms that 

moved through much of 

northern and central 

Wisconsin.  Hardest hit, the 

area from Stevens Point to 

the UP.  More than 1400 

were in the dark in 

Rhinelander.  High winds 

dropped trees in Granton 

and Sparta.  Forecasters say 

we’re in for calmer and 

cooler weather the rest of 

the week. 

The state Transportation 

Department is writing new 

administrative rules on how 

it would provide free I-D's if 

people need them to vote 

in November. Governor 

Scott Walker officially 

assigned the task to the D-

O-T last week. Department 

Secretary Mark Gottlieb 

says his agency will 

implement whatever's 

required -- but at this point, 

he's not saying how. 



Rescuers in Merrill are 

getting a rare opportunity 

to practice saving people 

who might get hurt in the 

obscure confined sections 

of a hydro-electric dam. 

 Wisconsin Public Service 

partially shut down the 

Merrill Hydro facility for 

routine maintenance this 

week.  The utility had 

discussions with fire 

department officials about 

training for rescues in the 

dam's more remote and 

confined spaces.  Kelly 

Zagrzebski of WPS said 

they'll go in one of the 

dam's water wheels -- and 

because the water has 

been removed, it provides 

for a unique rescue training 

opportunity as far as 20-feet 

down.   

The Mega Millions' jackpot is 

back to the minimum of 15-

million dollars for tomorrow 

night.  That's after a ticket 

sold in California won the 



180-million dollar prize on 

Friday night.  In Powerball, 

the jackpot is at 80-million 

dollars for Wednesday 

night. 
 

 
Rural Rhinelander home 
gutted by fire News 8/26 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A rural Rhinelander home 

was gutted by fire 

yesterday morning.  Several 

departments responded to 

the blaze shortly after 10:00 

on Boyce Drive.  The 

unoccupied home was fully 

involved when volunteers 

arrived as flames began 

spreading into the trees 

and threatening another 

structure.  The cause is still 

unknown.   A couple hours 

later several of the same 

departments were 

dispatched to a garage fire 

on Hwy 17 south of the city.  

Flames were contained to 

the attached garage 

before they could spread 

to the house.      

The Thomas Street 

redevelopment project in 

Wausau has been dangling 



out there over a decade 

but one small part is seeing 

life.  Several proposals for a 

bike path were discussed 

yesterday at committee 

level to show the heavily 

traveled route into the city 

can be used by more than 

just vehicle traffic.  The city 

council will ultimately 

choose the final plan.  

Meanwhile, a bike path is 

still in the plans for 

Rhinelander’s Streetscape 

project on Brown Street, 

downtown.  Officials are still 

discussing parking changes 

and how that would affect 

bicycle and pedestrian 

traffic.  There are still several 

options under review and 

the city council may make 

a decision at their meeting 

next month.   

Speaking of roads, signs 

and detours went up over 

the weekend in Rhinelander 

for continuing road work.  

The Kemp Street bridge is 



closed this week as crews 

finish paving.  The work is 

being done on the west 

side of the bridge, from the 

stop lights at Arbutus Street 

back to the Wisconsin River 

and Boyce Drive out to 

Shepard Park. Work is 

expected to be complete 

before the Labor Day 

holiday.   
 

 
Merrill woman faces 
sentencing  News 8/26 12p,5p 1:30 

A Merrill woman faced 

sentencing today after she 

allegedly offered a ex-lover 

one-thousand-dollars plus 

sex if he would kill her 

fiancee.  Thirty-three year 

old Jessica Strom pleaded 

no contest in May to a 

reduced Marathon County 

charge of soliciting 

homicide.  Officials said the 

ex-lover went to police 

after the first meeting, and 

officers recorded the 

second encounter. 

 Prosecutors said Strom, a 

mother of two, was trying to 

get out of a "bad 



relationship."  

A 59-year-old woman was 

killed in northwest 

Wisconsin, after she was hit 

by a train while walking a 

dog.  Douglas County 

sheriff's deputies said the 

woman had just left a 

grocery store in Solon 

Springs when she walked 

around a railroad crossing 

arm that was lowered, and 

was hit by a train on the 

Canadian National tracks. 

 That was about 6:15 last 

evening.  Officials said lights 

and bells were running at 

the time.  Deputies are 

investigating, along with the 

Douglas County medical 

examiner's office and 

railroad police. 

Ashley Furniture of Arcadia 

now says it plans to add 

jobs -- not cut them, as 

allowed under an 

arrangement for a state tax 

break.  Senior executive Bill 

Koslo says the company is 



looking to fill 200 vacancies 

at its Arcadia plant, and 

wants to add more jobs. 

 The state's Economic 

Development Corporation 

approved a deal in January 

in which Ashley would get 

up to six-million dollars in tax 

breaks to expand its 

headquarters.  The deal 

also allowed the firm to cut 

its four-thousand member 

Wisconsin workforce by up 

to half in 2018.   
 

 
Patriot Center in Schofield 
gets a new name News 8/27 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Monday we told you Vilas 

County voters may see 

another referendum on the 

November ballot for 

allowing ATVs on county 

lands.  That won’t happen.  

The County Board 

yesterday overwhelmingly 

rejected the idea.  The 

same thing was tried ten 

years ago.  Individual 

townships will make their 

own decisions. 

Gogebic Taconite’s plans 

to develop an iron ore mine 



in the north will be pushed 

back.  The company 

planned to submit an 

application next spring for 

the $1.5-billion dollar 

project in Ashland and Iron 

counties but not all the field 

work was finished and more 

environmental work needs 

to be done.  A company 

spokesman says that 

application may now come 

later next fall.   

The former Patriot Center 

and Cedar Creek Mall in 

Rothschild got a new lease 

on life yesterday.  The 

facility, more than $15-

million in debt was near 

foreclosure last year but at 

a news conference 

yesterday it was 

announced Midland 

Management of Milwaukee 

will take over operations 

and it will be run by Dale 

Elliott, owner of Dale’s 

Weston Lanes.  It will now 

be called the Central 



Wisconsin Convention and 

Expo Center.  Mall 

renovations are already 

planned and talks with new 

stores for the mall are 

continuing.  Dick Barrett, 

executive director of the 

Wausau Visitor’s Bureau 

says the new ownership will 

make the mall and center a 

destination spot once 

again. 

ArtStart, Rhinelander’s 

downtown art center has a 

new director of 

development.  Melinda 

Childs of Minneapolis brings 

a decade of arts 

organization experience to 

the position and will 

immediately help with 

programming, grant writing 

and fundraising.  Hiring an 

executive director is the 

next step. 
 

Gay marriage ban in 
Wisconsin 
 News 8/27 12p,5p 1:30 

After a terse court hearing 

on Wisconsin's gay 

marriage ban, state 

Attorney General J-B Van 



Hollen said there's too 

much federal overreach 

into state affairs.  A three-

judge federal appeals 

panel in Chicago heard an 

hour-and-a-half of 

arguments yesterday on 

the efforts by Wisconsin and 

Indiana to preserve their 

bans on same-sex 

marriage.   Van Hollen says 

the 10th Amendment of the 

U-S Constitution gives states 

the power to regulate their 

own policies on marriage, 

divorce, and child custody. 

  The A-C-L-U and eight 

Wisconsin gay couples 

convinced Federal Judge 

Barbara Crabb to strike 

down the same-sex 

marriage ban in June.  That 

order's on hold while the 

state's appealing it. 

 

A Gillett man has been 

committed to a mental 

institution for 26-and-a-half 

years, after he held a 



McDonald's manager 

hostage in Wittenberg. 

 Twenty-nine year old Travis 

Keiler struck a plea deal 

that found him innocent-by-

insanity on two felony 

charges in Shawano 

County.  Keiler surrendered 

after a two-hour-long 

standoff April 22nd at a 

combined McDonald's and 

Shell gas station off 

Highway 29.  Keiler told 

officers he had just quit a 

job, and was driving around 

depressed with a stolen gun 

before stopping in 

Wittenberg.  

 

As the fall hunting seasons 

are about to begin, the D-

N-R is urging outdoor 

enthusiasts to use the 

agency's atlas for access to 

public lands.  The atlas has 

almost 450 maps, plus 

contact information to help 

hunters and others identify 

accessible public lands. 



 State, federal, county, and 

other public lands are 

identified.  The atlas is 

available in both hard 

cover and D-V-D formats. 

 More information is 

available at the D-N-R's 

Web site, accessible at 

Wisconsin-Dot-Gov. 
 

Wausau woman dies in car 
crash in Lincoln Co.  
 News 8/28 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

A 30-year old Wausau 

woman died in a Lincoln 

County crash yesterday 

morning.  Jamie Berna’s 

vehicle left County Road G 

in the town of Pine River 

near French Ridge Road just 

after 6 and hit a stump.  A 

passerby called 911 and 

first responders found her 

dead at the scene.   

Another accident, this one 

in Three Lakes injured an 

unidentified 29-year old 

man.  A 911 call just before 

1:00 yesterday afternoon 

reported a possibly 

impaired driver.  Police 

found the vehicle left 

Highway A near Steve 



Javenkowski road and 

rolled over.  Ministry Spirit Air 

2 flew the driver to Wausau 

Aspirus Hospital and his 

condition is unknown at this 

time.   

There’s been little change 

in the race for Wisconsin 

governor, with incumbent 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker and Democratic 

challenger Mary Burke still 

neck and neck in the latest 

Marquette University Law 

School poll.  According to 

results released yesterday, 

Walker leads 48-44 among 

registered voters, while 

Burke leads 49-47 among 

likely voters.  

President Barack Obama 

will be in Wisconsin 

Monday.  The White House 

confirmed the trip last night 

for an appearance at 

Laborfest at the Summerfest 

grounds in Milwaukee.  

More details are expected 

https://law.marquette.edu/poll/
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/


soon. 

If you’re headed anywhere 

toward Green Bay today 

here’s a subtle reminder of 

what to expect…a football 

game.  The DOT 

recommends leaving early 

as they’re expecting 

significant traffic problems 

on Highways 41 and 172 

into the city.  The Packers 

play Kansas City in the 

preseason finale and it’s a 

6:00 start.  Add Labor Day 

travel and road 

construction to it and 

significant delays will be the 

norm. 
 

 
Wausau woman sentenced 
to prison News 8/28 12p,5p 1:30 

An apparent national effort 

to extort money from C-V-S 

pharmacies has come to 

northwest Wisconsin.  Media 

reports said C-V-S outlets 

across the country have 

been targeted with false 

bomb threats to try and get 

money from the chain.  In 

Superior, police were called 



to a bomb threat at that 

city's C-V-S Pharmacy 

around 2:30 yesterday 

afternoon.  The store was 

closed for a short time while 

officers checked the 

building, and found nothing 

suspicious. 

A Wausau woman has 

been sentenced to two 

years in jail for killing a 

toddler while backing out 

of a driveway four years 

ago when she was 17. 

 Shanice Stands, who's now 

21, was also put on five 

years of probation with a 

long list of conditions she 

has to follow -- and if she 

doesn't, she'll go to prison 

for three-to-eight years.  The 

incident happened in 

September of 2010 in Forest 

County.  Stands was leaving 

a driveway when her 

vehicle ran over a three-

year-old boy, who died the 

same night at a 



Rhinelander hospital. 

 Authorities said Stands was 

high on marijuana at the 

time, and she did not have 

a driver's license. 

Wisconsin's newly-extended 

mourning dove hunting 

season will begin on Labor 

Day.  Officials agreed to let 

hunters shoot the cooing 

doves from September first 

through November 29th. 

 That's 20 days longer than 

in the past.  The D-N-R says 

Monday is also the start of 

the early teal and goose 

hunts.  The early teal season 

will run through September 

seventh.  The early goose 

hunt goes through 

September 15th. 

 

 
School buses get ready for a 
new school year. News 8/29 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

School buses returned to 

the roads for the first time 

yesterday as kids prepare 

for the coming school year.  

Teachers on the other hand 

have been preparing for 



some time, mostly because 

they’re brand new.  Earlier 

this week the staff of the 

Rhinelander school district 

met for their annual pep 

talk with the administration 

and 17 new faces among 

them.  Superintendent Kelli 

Jacobi encouraged them 

to reconnect with old 

friends, make new ones 

and support each other. In 

the Antigo district, there 

were 26 new hires.  Fifteen 

positions were filled in the 

Lakeland district.   

The public works 

department in Schofield is 

asking residents to limit their 

water use today.  A major 

sewer line running from 

Schofield to Wausau broke 

and repairs on the line 

begin this morning.   

Tribal leaders in Lac du 

Flambeau face primary 

challenges next week.  

Elections are set for Tuesday 

and on the primary ballot, 



four council members and 

offices of president and 

vice president will face 

voters at the William 

Wildcat Sr. Community 

Center.  Incumbent 

president Tom Maulson 

faces three opponents 

while VP Mike Allen, Sr has 

two.  The general election is 

in October.   

The North Lakeland 

Discovery Center in 

Manitowish Waters has a 

new executive director.  

Interim Director Azael Meza 

was promoted to the 

position this week by the 

board.  The facility is a non-

profit environmental 

education center, offering 

a variety of community 

programs throughout the 

year.   

The Green Bay Packers 

closed out a 3-and-1 

exhibition season with a 34-

to-14 home win over Kansas 

City last night. They open 



the regular season next 

Thursday night at Seattle. 
 

 
Police still looking for a man 
who allegedly stole a dozen 
cars News 8/29 12p,5p 1:30 

Police are still looking for 

Eric Hall.  He's the man who 

allegedly stole a half-dozen 

vehicles in central and 

western Wisconsin in the 

days after he left prison on 

June 10th.  The 38-year-old 

Hall was almost captured in 

July at a home in Vesper in 

Wood County but escaped. 

 One of the first vehicles 

stolen had a shotgun and 

rifle in it, plus hundreds of 

rounds of ammunition. 

  Since then, Hall stole more 

vehicles, committed several 

burglaries, assaulted a 

police officer and was 

involved in a high-speed 

chase.  Officials warn 

people not to confront him, 

since he's considered 

dangerous.   

The wild rice harvest is 

running late this year. 

 Biologist Peter David of the 

Great Lakes Indian Fish-



and-Wildlife Commission 

says hardly any rice is 

mature enough for picking, 

even though Labor Day 

Weekend is normally a busy 

harvest time.  The cool 

summer and this year's long 

winter are both to blame 

for the delay but the overall 

quality of the wild rice crop 

appears to be better than 

expected.  Meanwhile, 

harvesters might run into 

more waterfowl hunters. 

 The D-N-R is starting an 

early teal season on Labor 

Day.   

Labor Day Weekend will not 

be ideal for campers and 

other outdoor enthusiasts in 

Wisconsin.  Rain is in the 

forecast every day.  The 

National Weather Service 

says up two-inches could 

fall in central and northern 

Wisconsin between now 

and Monday.  The best 

chance of thunderstorms is 

from this afternoon through 



tomorrow -- and again from 

Sunday night into Monday 

night.  Dry and warmer 

weather is due in Tuesday, 

of course. 
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Tomahawk man in custody News 9/1 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

Tomahawk Police have a 

man in custody after finding 

several packages of 

methamphetamines at his 

home.  The arrest of the 27-

year old resulted from a 

nearly four month 

investigation into the sale 

and distribution of the drug 

by local police and the 

North Central Enforcement 

Task Force. 

Tomahawk firefighters 

responded to a reported 

explosion yesterday 



afternoon in the town of 

Bradley.  The 911 call shortly 

before 1:00 came from a 

seasonal resident on Loop 

Road saying they heard an 

explosion beneath their 

cabin.  When officials 

arrived, no smoke or fire 

was found and gas 

detectors didn’t find a leak.  

They believe a gas pocket 

may have caused an 

explosion but no dangerous 

levels were detected. 

What started as a fund 

raiser ended up being a life 

lesson for the Leadership 

Academy.  The Woodruff 

martial arts class collected 

nearly 20,000 aluminum 

cans, worth about $600 with 

the proceeds going to the 

Wildwood Wildlife Park to 

help feed the animals.  The 

bagged cans were stolen.  

Gary Engels, who runs the 

academy says the students 

will be out again 

September 20th collecting 



cans in the hopes of 

gathering even more.   

The race season ended at 

the Crandon International 

Off Road Race track 

yesterday with the 

crowning of series 

champions, Jarret Brooks of 

Alpine, CA in pro light, CJ 

Greaves in pro 2 and his 

dad, Johnny Greaves in pro 

4.  Both hail from Abrahms, 

WI.  Kyle LeDuc of 

Beaumont, CA won the 

2014 Amsoil Cup Challenge.  

Driver Mark Kvamme of 

Columbus, Ohio, involved in 

a serious wreck during the 

race and was treated at a 

local hospital. 

 

  
Atv driver killed in Marathon 
Co.  News 9/2 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

 A late night accident killed 

the driver of an ATV in 

Marathon County. The 

sheriff’s department reports 

this morning the accident 

happened around 9:40 on 

Hwy 29 near Edgar and 

involved the ATV and two 



vehicles.  One of those 

drivers was injured.  The 

highway was closed and 

westbound traffic detoured 

nearly five hours.   

A one car accident on 

North Shore Drive in 

Rhinelander injured the 

driver yesterday.  The 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

department reported only 

one person was in the car 

when it left the road about 

4:00.     

When thinking of Wisconsin 

tourism, you may not think 

of the state’s 11 sovereign 

tribal nations. However, 

Wisconsin Tourism Secretary 

Stephanie Klett says Native 

American tourism is a lot 

more than  gaming and 

pow wows. While she says 

those are important to their 

culture and tourism, bison 

farms, fish hatcheries, and  

festivals are just a few of the 

many other activities 



Wisconsin’s tribes offer to 

visitors.  

As the fall semester gets 

underway on college 

campuses, students are 

reminded to keep a close 

eye on their personal 

information.  The state 

Division of Trade and 

Consumer Protection says 

physical security is 

important when protecting 

yourself from identity theft, 

so it’s best to either find a 

way to destroy or safely 

store those documents. As 

a result, a paper shredder 

or safe may be items to 

consider for the back-to-

school shopping list.  

Students should  avoid using 

unsecured Wi-Fi hotspots to 

shop or do their online 

banking. Frequent checks 

of bank statements and 

other online accounts, as 

well as conducting regular 

credit checks are helpful in 



catching identity theft early 

on. 

 

  
Taylor Co. officials identify 
man who fired gun at a 
house 
 News 9/2 453p 1:30 

Taylor County officials 

identified the man arrested 

for firing a gun at a house 

over the weekend, 

prompting the evacuation 

of a nearby football game.  

19-year-old Harrison Davis 

of Medford was arrested 

Saturday afternoon on 

charges of first degree 

recklessly endangering 

safety, discharging a 

firearm within a school zone 

and discharging a firearm 

into a building. Police say 

Davis fired a handgun at a 

home just after 3 p.m. on 

Saturday. The shooting took 

place within 1000 feet of 

the Holy Rosary Catholic 

School and caused the 

lockdown and evacuation 

of the football game 

between Chippewa Falls 

and Medford.  He remains 

in custody awaiting an 



initial appearance and 

formal charges. 

Most Wisconsin public 

schools started their fall 

classes this morning. Almost 

880-thousand youngsters 

attended nearly 23-

hundred school buildings in 

the last school year.  We 

won't know this fall's 

enrollment until later this 

month.  Governor Scott 

Walker was scheduled to 

be on hand for the first 

ringing of the bell at a 

school in Milwaukee.  State 

school Superintendent Tony 

Evers says the new year 

holds a lot of promise.  New 

tests will be given on the 

state's tougher Common 

Core standards for math 

and English.  A new teacher 

evaluation system will also 

be used statewide.  

The Powerball jackpot is at 

100-million dollars for 

tomorrow night.  It's the first 



time it's been in nine figures 

since early July.  Nobody 

won the jackpot over the 

Labor Day weekend.  In 

Mega Millions, the jackpot 

tonight is 25-million. 

And after losing their 

division lead yesterday, the 

Brewers take on the Cubs 

again tonight at Wrigley. 
 

  
Fatal accident in Shawano 
Co.  News 9/3 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

 Another fatal accident on 

Hwy 29, this one in 

Shawano County last night 

when a car collided with a 

school bus full of volleyball 

players.  The driver, a 27-

year old Marathon man is in 

serious condition at a 

Green Bay hospital.  His 

passenger, a 24-year old 

Athens woman, died at the 

scene.  Fourteen people on 

the bus were hurt.   

The name of the ATV driver 

and circumstances around 

that accident Monday 

night are still not available.   

Officials with Home Depot 

are looking into what they 



call “unusual activity” as 

they investigate a possible 

credit card data breach.  A 

security firm reported the 

company may be the 

source of a massive new 

batch of stolen credit and 

debit cards, and the group 

responsible may be the 

same one suspected in last 

year’s breach at Target 

stores.   

Governor Scott Walker has 

no regrets over his biggest 

campaign promise. It was 

the signature statement of 

his 2010 campaign for 

governor – a promise to 

create 250,000 new private 

sector jobs in Wisconsin 

during his first term as 

governor. That never 

panned out – but Walker 

said yesterday he has no 

regrets. Walker’s 

Democratic opponent 

Mary Burke has focused her 

campaign on the economy 

http://burkeforwisconsin.com/


– and Walker’s failure to 

deliver on that jobs promise. 

Voters in White Lake will see 

a familiar referendum 

question in November.  The 

school board is asking for a 

quarter million dollars a year 

for the next three years to 

handle operating costs.  

Earlier this year the request 

was denied by only two 

votes.   
 

  
Propane co’s. don’t see a 
shortage of gas this winter News 9/3 453p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's propane 

industry does not expect 

the kinds of shortages we 

saw last winter -- when 

people struggled to heat 

their homes as prices 

skyrocketed.   Both 

customers and their dealers 

are being more pro-active 

with customers filling their 

tanks earlier, to take 

advantage of lower prices. 

 Suppliers, meanwhile, are 

increasing their storage 

capacities.  

A day after President 



Obama spoke in Milwaukee 

for a higher minimum 

wage, and chided 

Republicans for not passing 

it, House Budget Chairman 

Paul Ryan of Janesville told 

a Milwaukee luncheon 

yesterday a higher Earned 

Income Tax Credit would 

do more to keep people in 

the workforce than raising 

the minimum wage.  Ryan 

pointed to a Congressional 

Budget Office study which 

said a hike in the minimum 

to 10.10-an-hour could lead 

to the loss of a half-million 

jobs nationwide.  Ryan 

countered, "Let's focus on 

economic growth ... Let's 

focus on job creation." 

Meanwhile, Wisconsin Jobs 

Now is planning another 

round of protests by fast-

food workers tomorrow. 

Tomorrow's rallies are at 

fast-food places in 

Milwaukee, Madison, and 

Wausau.  Episcopal church 



pastor Dean Einerson of 

Rhinelander will speak in 

Wausau.  He helps host a 

monthly free meal and says 

he's seen firsthand how 

working families are having 

a hard time making ends 

meet. 

Votes in Lac du Flambeau’s 

tribal primary are certified 

and incumbent president 

Tom Maulson will face 

challenges from Henry St. 

Germain and Joseph 

Wildcat, Sr in October.  Vice 

president Mike Allen, Sr will 

meet Melissa Christensen.  

Eight others will vie for the 

four council member spots.  

The general election is 

October 7th 
 

 Two people hurt in a rollover 
in the town of Bradley 
 News 9/8 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

 Some of the starkest 

differences between Gov. 

Scott Walker and 

Democratic challenger 

Mary Burke are on hot-

button education policies 

like expanding private 

school vouchers and 



implementing the Common 

Core academic standards.  

With two months to go until 

the election, both Burke 

and Walker are trying to 

influence voters by drawing 

sharp contrasts in how they 

would lead the state.  

Walker supports aggressive 

expansion of the 2-year-old 

statewide private school 

voucher program and 

repeal of the Common 

Core standards dictating 

what students should learn 

in English and math.  Burke 

wants to roll back the 

voucher program and 

supports implementation of 

the Common Core 

standards, which most 

schools have already put in 

place in advance of new 

tests tied to them this spring. 

Two people were hurt after 

a one vehicle rollover last 

night in the Town of Bradley.  

Just after five Lincoln 



County Deputies were 

called to the accident just 

south of highway 8 on hwy 

51.  The jaws of life were 

needed to remove one of 

the victims who was taken 

to Ministry Sacred Heart 

Hospital.  Neither of the 

injures were serious 

Raingear and snowsuits 

may be in order this week 

for bikers in Tomahawk’s 

annual Fall Ride.  More than 

40,000 motorcycle riders are 

expected this week when 

the 33rd annual event opens 

on Wednesday and runs 

through the weekend.  The 

four day event is a major 

fundraiser for the Muscular 

Dystrophy Association.  

Headquartered at Sara 

Park, the event includes 

entertainment, demo rides, 

vendors, raffles and 

motorized barstool and 

lawn tractor races.  The Fall 

Ride has raised several 



hundred thousand dollars 

for the charity. 

 

 

  
Rough summer on 
Wisconsin rivers News 9/8 453p 1:30 

With high waters and rapid 

currents, it's been a rough 

summer on many Wisconsin 

rivers.  Storms last week's just 

added to the problems, as 

two kayakers and a horse 

escaped close calls in 

Lincoln County.  The two 

kayaks overturned Friday 

afternoon on the swollen 

Pine River.  Both were found 

safe.  The horse incident 

also happened on the Pine 

River earlier the same 

afternoon.  A woman was 

walking the horse when it 

got spooked, lost its footing 

and went into the river.  The 

horse lost its footing, and 

floated with the current 

before officials found the 

animal safe.  Much of 

northern Wisconsin had 3-

to-7 inches of rain Thursday. 



 We’re expecting another 

two plus inches tomorrow 

afternoon into Wednesday. 

A malfunctioning valve 

caused a weekend 

explosion at the Expera 

Thilmany paper mill in 

Kaukauna.  One employee 

suffered minor burns in the 

blast late Saturday night, 

and was treated at the 

scene.  A valve improperly 

allowed gas to come in 

contact with coal dust -- 

and formed an internal 

eruption.    Expera has 

several Wisconsin paper 

mills including facilities in 

Rhinelander. 

A new Miss America will be 

crowned Sunday -- and Miss 

Wisconsin will be among 

several candidates whose 

platforms deal with the 

effects of drugs-and-

violence on families. 

 Twenty-four year old 

Raeanna Johnson of 

Holmen said her family had 



no idea her teen brother 

Tyler was addicted to meth-

amphetamines, until a 

toxicology report came out 

after he committed suicide. 

 If Johnson wins, she plans 

to draw on her experience 

to focus on the effects of 

substance abuse on 

families. 
 

 
Rhinelander man gets more 
jail time News 9/9 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

 Convicted earlier this year 

on drug charges and theft, 

a former Rhinelander High 

School teacher gets more 

jail time for stealing from 

Ministry St. Mary’s Hospital.  

36-year old Joshua 

Juergens entered a no 

contest plea for taking 

equipment from the 

hospital.  His girlfriend 

discovered the items and 

returned them.   

A crash on Hwy 107 near 

Marathon City yesterday 

afternoon sent one person 

to the hospital.  Police 

report a collision between a 

car and a semi-tractor  just 



after 3:00.  The car’s driver 

was treated for non-life 

threatening injuries.  

Investigators are still looking 

for the cause of the 

accident. 

Four people escaped injury 

when the light plane they 

were in made an 

emergency landing at 

Wausau’s downtown 

airport.  The pilot of the 

single engine plane 

reported smoke in the 

cockpit about 4:30 

yesterday afternoon and 

was diverted from his 

original flight plan to make 

the precautionary landing.  

Wausau firefighters were on 

the scene and mechanics 

inspected the craft.   

Projections released 

yesterday by the Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau show  the 

shortfall for the next two-

year state budget now 

stands at almost $1.8 billion. 



That’s still about half of 

what it was when Governor 

Scott Walker took office in 

2011, but it’s also nearly 

three times what was 

forecast earlier this year.  

Political parties were both 

quick to pounce on the 

cause and effect.   

The Milwaukee Brewers 

slipped further out of 

playoff contention with a 6-

to-4 home loss to Miami last 

night. They’re six out in the 

National League Central 

and one-and-a-half games 

back for the final Wild Card 

with 18 to play. 

 

 Veterans take honor flight to 
DC 
 News  9/9 453p 1:30 

 Wisconsin has not had any 

confirmed cases of a 

severe respiratory illness 

that has made hundreds of 

children sick in a dozen 

other states.  It's called the 

"Enterovirus-68," and it sent 

almost 500 children to a 

hospital in Kansas City 



alone.  Some of those 

youngsters had intensive 

care.  Officials said the 

disease might be caused 

by a rare virus similar to one 

that spreads the common 

cold.  State officials are 

beefing up their 

surveillance and urging 

health care providers and 

parents to watch for it.   

 

Wisconsin's older veterans 

continue to take one-day 

Honor Flights to their 

national memorials in 

Washington.  Yesterday, 86 

more vets made the 17th 

trip from the Central 

Wisconsin Airport in 

Mosinee.  Hundreds of 

people welcomed them 

home -- including a couple 

who've been on Honor 

Flights before.  Korean War 

veteran Richard Belknap 

said he was most impressed 

with the rousing welcome 

he received when he 



landed after his trip.  Former 

Honor Flight participant and 

V-F-W commander Bob 

Coleman urged veterans 

who haven't taken the one-

day excursions to do so. 

 Veterans fly free, while 

relatives and chaperones 

pay nominal fees. 

 

Most of central and 

northern Wisconsin and the 

UP are in line for significant 

rainfall amounts again.  

Flash flood watches have 

been in effect since last 

night and extend into late 

tomorrow.  Most of the area 

will pick up between 1 to 

nearly 3 inches of rain.  

Many streams and rivers 

remain high from last 

weeks’ storms so the 

additional water could lead 

to some flooding.   
 

  
Police stop leads to arrest of 
4 people in marathon Co.   News 9/10 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

 Wisconsin attorney general 

JB Van Hollen filed a 

petition yesterday with the 

US Supreme Court asking it 



to reverse an appeals court 

ruling last week striking 

down the state’s ban on 

gay marriage.  It’s unclear 

how soon the court will 

respond to the requests. 

Same-sex marriages remain 

on hold while the appeal 

works its way through the 

system. 

A Marathon County traffic 

stop led to the arrest of four 

people and the discovery 

of a drug operation.  Three 

men were arrested 

yesterday after crack 

cocaine was found in the 

vehicle.  A resulting search 

warrant of a home netted 

more drugs and cash, 

totaling over $15,000.  A 

woman was taken into 

custody there.  Investigators 

said citizen complaints set 

up the operation.  Initial 

appearances are set for 

today. 

Two state lawmakers will 



host a public forum on 

education in Rhinelander 

tomorrow.  Republican 

Senator Dale Schultz of 

Richland Center and 

Wausau democratic 

representative Mandy 

Wright will share a 

presentation and take 

questions on the future of 

rural schools and funding 

process.  The forum opens 

at 7 tomorrow night at the 

James Williams Middle 

School Auditorium, 

sponsored in part by the 

League of Women Voters of 

the Northwoods.  

Flash flood watches remain 

in effect for much of 

Northern and Central 

Wisconsin this morning as a 

large band of showers and 

storms moves through.  As 

much at three inches of rain 

is expected in some areas.  

On top of that look for a 

good chance for frost and 



freezing temperatures 

across the area Thursday 

night into Saturday.  

Temperatures will average 

10-15 degrees below 

normal for the next week. 

 

 Wisconsin AARP Chapter 
taking issue with fees being 
raised 
 News 9/10 453p 1:30 

Wisconsin’s AARP chapter is 

taking issue with plans by 

utilities to raise the fixed 

charges on monthly bills. 

 They’re fighting plans by 

three major utilities to raise 

fixed charges next year 

between 75 and 140-

percent.  The state's utility 

regulating panel is holding 

a public hearing today on 

a proposed eight-percent 

revenue hike for Wisconsin 

Public Service who maintain 

low-income customers 

should not be affected 

because higher fixed 

charges would be off-set by 

lower energy costs.  Critics 

say utilities nationwide are 

raising their fixed costs to 

cover revenue reductions 



caused by people using 

solar power and other 

alternative energy sources. 

One of Wisconsin's most 

famous beer executives is 

about to retire.  Jacob 

Leinenkugel is stepping 

down at the end of the 

year as president of the 

brewing company that 

carries his name.  The 62-

year-old Leinenkugel 

headed the Chippewa Falls 

business for about 25 years. 

 Jake's brother Dick, who's 

56, will become the new 

president.  He's been the 

head of sales-and-

marketing, and was mainly 

responsible for introducing 

Leinenkugel's popular 

Shandy products.  During 

Jake Leinenkugel's watch, 

the company said its sales 

grew from 60-thousand 

barrels a year to almost a 

million barrels for 2014. 

 Miller Brewing bought 

Leinenkugel's in 1988.  Jake 



plans to keep a hand in the 

business as a consultant 

and company 

representative. 

The Rhinelander school 

district’s building trades 

program and Habitat for 

Humanity Northwoods will 

partner again to build a 

home in the city.  Students 

gain valuable experience 

and skills in the program, 

which breaks ground on 

Sunday.  This is the 19th 

home built by the students 

through the collaboration. 
 

  
Gogebic taconite mine may 
scale back mining News 9/11 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

 Earlier this week we told 

you Gogebic Taconite may 

scale back its mining 

operations to only one 

county.  Now there may be 

a redesign of their plans 

after discovering more 

wetlands.  State law 

requires avoiding impact to 

such areas and the 

company says it found 

more than the DNR 

originally had shown.  An 



environmental impact 

statement has been in 

development for some time 

and GTac expected to 

have it complete this spring.  

Officials say that now looks 

like the fall of next year 

before applying for permits 

to open a four mile open pit 

mine in Ashland and Iron 

Counties.   

Nearly 1000 people in 

northeast wisconsin were 

without power again early 

this morning thanks to 

yesterdays wind and rain.  

There were numerous 

reports of flooded 

basements and streets as 

some areas picked up over 

3” of rain on top of the 7” 

that fell last week.  The 

weather’s also put a major 

crimp in the Hwy 51 

construction in Woodruff as 

many areas are under 

water.   

Wisconsin’s Department of 



Workforce Development is 

encouraging the 

unemployed having to file 

work search reports to use 

their online site.  A 

spokesman said it will speed 

up the process and do 

away with scanned, faxed 

or mailed documents.  The 

automated phone system 

will still be in operation. 

Packer great Bart Starr is 

recovering from a mild 

stroke it was reported 

yesterday.  The Hall of Fame 

quarterback is resting 

comfortably and doctors 

expect a full recovery.  

Starr, who’s now 80, led the 

Pack to five NFL titles and 

two Super Bowl wins.   

 

  
Power outages after heavy 
storms hit News  9/11 453p 1:30 

 Two days of intense 

rainstorms have finally left 

Wisconsin -- but not before 

delivering one final punch 

in the form of strong winds 

and power outages. 



 Wisconsin Public Service 

had up to six-thousand 

customers out last night in 

north central and northeast 

Wisconsin.  That number 

was down to about 300 by 

seven this morning.  Almost 

half those were in the Eagle 

River area.  A killing frost is 

likely in the north tomorrow 

night, but that's not unusual 

for this time of year.   

The head of a Wisconsin 

anti-domestic violence 

group says there's a silver 

lining to the video release 

showing N-F-L running back 

Ray Rice hitting his then-

fiancee.  The National 

Domestic Violence Hotline 

reports a 72-percent 

increase in calls following 

Monday's video release. 

 Patti Seger, the director of 

End Domestic Abuse 

Wisconsin, says she's not 

surprised.  She says it's good 

that many women realize 

there's someone they can 



call for help. 

State officials say they've 

come up with a system to 

make sure voters who need 

photo I-D's can get them 

without having to pay for 

proof of their existence. 

Starting Monday, those who 

need I-D cards but don't 

have the required birth 

certificates can supply their 

information at D-O-T offices 

-- and officials will have the 

state vital records' office 

confirm their birth data for 

free.  The State Supreme 

Court upheld the 

Republicans' voter I-D 

requirement earlier this 

summer.  But the justices 

ordered the state to make 

sure nobody has to pay for 

it.  The law is still not in 

effect, because it's being 

challenged in a federal 

appeals court. 
 

  
Wisconsin voter ID law put 
under the microscope News 9/12 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

 Wisconsin's voter I-D law will 

be put under the microscope 
today, when the federal 



appeals court in Chicago hears 

oral arguments for-and-against 
it.  The state is challenging a 

ruling from Federal Judge Lynn 
Adelman, which struck down 

the photo I-D requirement this 
past spring.  State Attorney 

General J-B Van Hollen wants 
the court to put the 2011 law 

back in place for the November 
elections, while the judges 

decide on a final ruling. Van 
Hollen said in a federal court 

brief that 90-percent of 
Wisconsin voters already have 

acceptable I-D's, and race has 

nothing to do with the 
likelihood that a person would 

have proper identification. 
 Katherine Culliton-Gonzalez of 

the Advancement Project says 
the Wisconsin law is one of the 

nation's strictest. The Badger 
State has only been allowed to 

use its voter I-D law once, that 
being in a February 2012 

primary. 
 

Two motorcyclists were 
involved in a crash yesterday 

afternoon in Lincoln county. 

The sheriffs department 
reports that a female driver 

rear-ended another 
motorcyclist on highway 107 



after the lead driver slowed 

down to avoid turkeys in the 
highway. The injured biker was 

eventually taken to St. Josephs 
hospital in Marshfield. No 

report on her condition. 
 

 
Half of Wisconsin's 72 counties 

are now under a state 
quarantine to fight the spread 

of the emerald ash borer. 
 That's after the tree-killing 

beetle was confirmed in 
Calumet County for the first 

time.   Thirty-six counties are 

now under quarantine for the 
emerald ash borer, which 

made its first official 
appearance in Wisconsin in 

Ozaukee County in 2008.   
Virtually the entire southern 

half of the state is affected by 
the ash borer quarantines, 

along with Douglas County at 
Superior.  They prohibit 

individuals from moving 
firewood and ash-wood 

products to places which are 
not quarantined.   
 

  
Deer hunting gets going  News 9/12 453p 1:30 

 Deer hunting begins in 

Wisconsin tomorrow, and state 
officials want to get a better 

handle on what's happening in 



the woods.  Bow-and-arrow 

hunters will open their season, 
and cross-bow hunters will join 

them for the first time.  The D-
N-R is asking them to write 

down their observations of 
hunting activity and wildlife -- 

and submit them to the 
department's Web site.  Also, 

the D-N-R plans to create an 
online gallery of photos taken 

by trail cameras.  More 
information is available at the 

D-N-R's Web site, accessible at 
Wisconsin-Dot-Gov. 

 

One person was killed and two 
others were hurt in a crash at 

a flat intersection on the 
Highway 29 expressway in 

Shawano County.  Sheriff's 
deputies said a mini-van was 

trying to cross the eastbound 
lanes of 29 to get onto Old 29 

Road -- and it was struck from 
the side by an S-U-V on the 

expressway.  The mini-van 
driver died at the scene.  Two 

people in the S-U-V went taken 
to a hospital with non-life-

threatening injuries.  No 

names were immediately 
released.  The crash is still 

under investigation.   
 



Wisconsin House members of 

both parties are skeptical 
about President Obama's plan 

to expand air strikes in Iraq 
and Syria to keep Islamic State 

terrorists in check.  G-O-P 
Budget chairman Paul Ryan of 

Janesville said Obama was 
right to ask for congressional 

input -- but he said the use of 
ground troops should not have 

been ruled out. Republican 
Sean Duffy of Wausau said 

he's glad Obama proposed a 
strategy, but it doesn't seem 

like his heart's in it. Democrats 

have their own concerns.  La 
Crosse Congressman Ron Kind 

wants to know the cost and 
length of the operation, and 

the "exit strategy."  Yesterday, 
Secretary of State John Kerry 

said he secured commitments 
from several nations for 

funding and stopping Islamic 
State fighters. 
 

  
Lincoln Co. man in jail News 9/15 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

 A 45-year old man is in the 

Lincoln County Jail after 

deputies discovered a 

campsite where marijuana 

was growing.  The arrest 

was made yesterday 



following up on a complaint 

about possible illegal 

camping in the town of 

Wilson.  He faces charges of 

possession and 

manufacturing drugs, 

among others. 

Three people were hurt in a 

motorcycle crash yesterday 

morning.  The 911 call came 

in about 9:20 reporting the 

accident on County Hwy A, 

just west of county H.  The 

lead bike, driven by a 54 

year old Elkhorn man, 

slowed down for an animal 

in the road when the bike 

was struck from behind by 

another machine, driven by 

a 51 year old Walworth 

woman.  She was 

Medivac’d to Wausau 

Aspirus Hospital with head 

injuries.  The man and his 

female passenger were 

taken to Sacred Heart 

Hospital in Tomahawk 

where he was later flown to 

St. Joseph’s in Marshfield.  



None of the riders were 

wearing helmets.   

Newly approved changes 

to the way the federal 

government handles drug 

take back boxes may 

complicate things for local 

solid waste departments.  A 

rule passed earlier this year 

allows those drop boxes in 

more places than just 

police stations, making it 

easier to turn in unwanted 

medications.  Pharmacies, 

clinics and hospitals could 

be added to the list when 

the rules go into effect in 

October, after a collection 

already scheduled for 

September 27th across the 

state.  The Drug 

Enforcement Agency now 

pays for the program but 

will not fund the pickup and 

disposal at the new 

locations.   

 

  
President Obama bestows News 9/15 453p 1:30  President Obama will 



military honor on state civil 
war veteran  

bestow the nation's highest 

military honor to a 

Wisconsin Union Army 

officer who died in the Civil 

War.  The Medal-of-Honor 

will go to descendants of 

Lieutenant Alonzo Cushing 

of Delafield who died while 

standing his ground under 

artillery fire and assaults 

from nearly 13-thousand 

advancing Confederate 

soldiers in the Battle of 

Gettysburg.   The White 

House said his actions 

made it possible for the 

Union Army to rebuff the 

Confederate assault. 

 Descendants and Civil War 

buffs lobbied for over 30 

years to award Cushing the 

Medal. 

A day after Heineken 

rejected a takeover bid 

from S-A-B Miller, another 

brewing giant is said to be 

taking a step toward 

buying Miller.  Anheuser-

Busch is talking to banks 



about a 122-billion dollar 

bid to buy the parent firm of 

Milwaukee's Miller Brewing 

Company.  The possible 

merger has been rumored 

for a number of years.   

 Anheuser-Busch is the 

world's largest brewer. 

 Miller is second, and 

Heineken third. 

Wisconsinites who need I-D 

cards to vote in November 

can start applying for them 

today.  The state D-O-T will 

begin a new system to 

accept birth information 

and pass it on to the state 

Vital Records Office so in 

essence, it won't cost 

anything for people to vote. 

 More information about 

that is on the D-O-T's Web 

site, accessible at 

Wisconsin-Dot-Gov.  On 

Friday, the federal appeals 

court in Chicago allowed 

the state to require photo I-

D's for the November fourth 

elections. 



No weekend winner so the 

Powerball jackpot is at 171-

million dollars for 

Wednesday night.  In Mega 

Millions, the top prize for 

tomorrow night is 62-million 

dollars. 
 

  
Plea deal reached in Forest 
Co. court News 9/16 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

 The first of four people 

accused of beating and 

torturing a man who was 

left in the woods to die 

reached a plea deal 

yesterday in Forest County 

Court.  28-year old April 

Jones of Wabeno had three 

felonies dismissed, pleading 

guilty to misdemeanor 

battery.  She was 

sentenced to nine months 

in jail with credit for time 

served.  Last March two 

ATVers found the 40-year 

old man after two days in 

the woods near Crandon, 

almost dead.  Investigators 

said the attackers believed 

he inappropriately touched 

a child.  The other three 



have pending court dates.  

Governor Scott Walker 

wants more, from recipients 

of unemployment 

assistance and food 

stamps. In a second term, 

Walker would require drug 

testing for those requesting 

unemployment assistance. 

At a stop in Wausau on 

yesterday, Walker said 

that’s what employers want 

saying they have basic, 

entry level jobs, where 

they’d be happy to hire 

people and train them 

except for two problems. 

They have people with 

basic employability skills, 

and they have people that 

can’t pass drug tests.  The 

requirements are part of 

Walker’s “Continuing 

Wisconsin’s Comeback” 

outline for the next four 

years. 

Deer hunters are asked to 

save deer heads or use 



partnering taxidermists so 

they can test animals for 

Chronic Wasting Disease, 

especially in Portage, 

Adams, and Juneau 

counties where the DNR is 

trying to determine if the 

disease is spreading or has 

developed any patterns.  

Last year, five CWD-positive 

wild deer were discovered 

in Central Wisconsin.   

Officials say the disease is a 

rare occurrence, but there 

are precautions hunters 

need to take with the meat. 

 

  
Most state schools met 
achievement goals last year.  News 9/16 453p 1:30 

All but two-percent of 

Wisconsin's 424 school 

districts met or exceeded 

the state's achievement 

expectations during the last 

school year.  The state 

released its annual report 

cards for public schools this 

morning, and 88-percent of 

individual schools met or 

surpassed their 

expectations.  It's the third 



year the Department of 

Public Instruction has issued 

report cards for each 

building, and the second 

year for districts as a whole. 

 They're evaluated by their 

math-and-reading scores in 

statewide tests -- student 

growth -- getting students 

ready for college and 

careers -- and reducing 

racial-and-ethnic 

achievement gaps.  A 

check of area districts finds 

similar results with districts in 

Mercer and Eagle River 

exceeding expectations. 

The Milwaukee district was 

the only one failing to meet 

the state's expectations. 

Wisconsin could soon have 

its first confirmed cases of a 

respiratory-and-stomach 

virus that has hospitalized 

hundreds of children 

throughout the nation. Nine 

suspected cases of the 

Enterovirus have been 

found in Madison.  Test 



results are expected later 

this month. 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

asked a federal appeals 

court to revive his lawsuit 

against part of the 

Affordable Care Act. 

 Green Bay District Judge 

William Griesbach ruled a 

few weeks ago Johnson did 

not have the legal standing 

to file suit over Obama-

care.  Johnson asked the 

Seventh Circuit Appeals 

Court in Chicago to 

overturn that ruling.   He 

said he was being forced to 

take part in a program he 

believes is illegal -- and he 

looks bad to voters 

because some of his staff 

get health care subsidies 

that the general public 

doesn't get. 
 

 Langlade Co. DA asks for 
more time in a case 
 News 9/17 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

The Langlade County 

district attorney’s office is 

asking for more time to 

review a competency 

exam for a man charged in 



the August beating of a 

teen. 18-year old Dylan 

Madderom, is facing 

charges of recklessly 

endangering safety, child 

abuse, aggravated battery 

and delivery of marijuana.  

Madderom is accused of 

covering the head of a 16-

year old boy with his shirt 

and clubbing him with a 

baseball bat.  Police claim 

Madderom intended to rob 

the boy for allegedly not 

paying for marijuana he 

had sold him. Madderom is 

still in the Langlade County 

jail on a $10,000 cash bond. 

Thousands of Wisconsin 

voters who’ve already 

requested absentee ballots, 

or already turned them in, 

will have to provide a copy 

of a valid photo ID for 

voting before the 

November 4th election. 

Otherwise, state election 

officials say no ballots will 

http://gab.wi.gov/elections-voting/photo-id


be issued to them or 

counted on Election Day. 

The Government 

Accountability Board 

yesterday laid out its 

response to a recent court 

order, which lifted an 

injunction blocking 

Wisconsin’s Voter ID law 

from being enforced. 

Agency director Kevin 

Kennedy says officials plan 

an “extraordinary response” 

in the remaining days 

before the election, as they 

work to educate local 

clerks and voters about 

what will be required of 

them at polling places 

across the state. 

While still serving over 400 

families a month from its old 

location downtown, the 

Rhinelander Food Pantry is 

getting ready to open its 

expanded location in the 

old Golden Harvest building 

on Coon Street.  



Renovations are nearly 

complete and executive 

director guy Hansen says 

they should be open early 

next month.   

 

  
Voters will need photo id’s to 
vote News 9/17 453p 1:30 

 Most Wisconsin voters 

already have the photo I-

D's they'll need to vote on 

November fourth.  State 

Government Accountability 

Board director Kevin 

Kennedy says the I-D's do 

not have to exactly match 

the names listed on their 

voter registrations, 

accounting for name 

differences like Bob-and-

Robert. Voters can show 

drivers' licenses for up to 

two years after they've 

expired, and addresses on 

the I-D's do not have to be 

current -- although the 

residences they use for their 

voter registrations must be 

up-to-date.  A federal 

appeals court allowed 

Wisconsin to use its 2011 



voter I-D law until it can rule 

whether-or-not it's 

constitutional.  The law 

allows people to show 

driver licenses, state I-D's, 

passports, military cards, 

naturalization certificates, 

tribal I-D's, and certain 

student I-D's. 

Leaves are not the only 

things falling in Wisconsin as 

autumn gets closer.  Gas 

prices are dropping, too. 

 The state's Triple-"A" said 

the average statewide 

price was 3.43 a gallon this 

morning for regular 

unleaded.  That's a nickel 

cheaper than a month 

ago, and almost 14-cents 

less than last year at this 

time.  The demand for fuel 

normally drops about ten-

percent from August to 

September, when summer 

vacations are over and kids 

are back in school. 

A Marathon County sheriff's 

captain was hospitalized in 



good condition at last 

word, after he accidentally 

shot himself in the hand at 

a shooting range.  Captain 

Greg Bean was cleaning his 

handgun yesterday 

afternoon when it went off 

and wounded his left 

hand Sheriff Scott Parks said 

Bean was alert, and was 

talking with his family at a 

Wausau hospital late 

yesterday afternoon.   
 

  
Race for Wis. Governor 
remains in a dead heat News 9/18 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

 With less than seven weeks 

to go before the election, 

the race for governor in 

Wisconsin remains a dead 

heat. According to the 

latest Marquette University 

Law School Poll released 

yesterday, Republican 

Governor Scott Walker and 

Democratic challenger 

Mary Burke were tied  at 46 

percent among registered 

voters in the state. Among 

likely voters, Walker held a 

slight lead at 49-46.  Voter 

ID continued to have strong 

https://law.marquette.edu/poll/
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/


support among voters, with 

65 percent of respondents 

supporting a requirement to 

show a government-issued 

photo ID card at the polls. 

In June, 21-year-old Kristine 

Woellner of Merrill was 

convicted of three felonies 

in connection with a drug 

investigation.  Yesterday 

she was sentenced to four 

years in prison.  Court 

records show Woellner 

helped provide heroin to a 

friend last October, then left 

her in a gas station 

bathroom after she fell 

gravely ill from an overdose.  

She did survive.  Woellner 

was found guilty of 

participating in delivering 

heroin, second-degree 

recklessly endangering 

safety and operating a 

vehicle without the owner's 

consent.   She’ll  also spend 

five years on extended 

supervision after serving her 



sentence. 

A farm bill signed by 

President Obama in 

February attempted to 

save money by scaling 

back what lawmakers 

called a loophole in the 

food stamp program that 

entitles low-income families 

to more food aid if they 

take part in a federal 

heating assistance 

program. It's called "heat 

and eat."  Wisconsin is one 

of the four states making 

cuts and it’s not known how 

many people will be 

affected because they 

don’t track that number. 

 

 
Governors race dead even News 9/18 453p 1:30 

A new poll shows Governor 

Scott Walker is still in a dead 

heat with his Democratic 

challenger Mary Burke. 

 And it's got Walker's 

biggest financial supporters 

pumping out more ad 

money.  The National Rifle 



Association and a 

Wisconsin arm of the 

Republican Governors 

Association are spending 

over a half-million dollars on 

T-V ads this week alone. 

 Republican groups have 

spent close to seven-million 

dollars this year trying to get 

Walker re-elected -- while 

Democrats and their allies 

spent five-point-four million.   

A Wausau man accused of 

beheading a Minnesota 

man struck a plea deal in 

which he escaped a 

possible life prison 

sentence.  28-year old Kou 

Thao pleaded no contest 

yesterday to Marathon 

County charges of second-

degree intentional 

homicide, hiding a corpse, 

and illegal firearm 

possession.  Thao, was 

originally charged with first-

degree homicide in the 

death of 58-year-old Tong 

Pau Hang of Saint Paul. 



 Authorities said Hang 

visited Wausau last April, 

and was soon reported 

missing.  His body was 

found a week later in 

Milwaukee.  He's still jailed 

under a million-dollar bond, 

with sentencing set for 

January 21st. 

We could soon find out 

whether almost 600 

Wisconsin same-sex couples 

who tied the knot in June 

are still legally married.  The 

A-C-L-U filed a federal 

lawsuit in Madison 

yesterday on behalf of four 

couples who were married 

after Judge Barbara Crabb 

struck down the state's gay 

marriage ban -- then put 

the ruling on hold a week 

later pending appeals.  The 

new lawsuit seeks a legal 

declaration the weddings 

were valid.  Attorney 

General J-B Van Hollen says 

they’re not. 
 

 News 9/19 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 Home Depot estimates a 



Home Depot Cyber attack cyber attack earlier this 

year affected 56 million 

credit and debit cards. The 

Atlanta-based home 

improvement retailer said 

yesterday it’s eliminated the 

malware behind the 

attacks that took place 

over the last six months.  The 

company also completed a 

"major" payment security 

project that provides 

enhanced encryption of 

customers' payment data in 

the stores. 

Non-profit organizations are 

in a constant struggle for 

survival, existing on 

donations and grants to 

keep the doors open. That’s 

where Rhinelander’s Kids in 

Need program is right now, 

just learning they’re losing 

an annual $16,000 grant.  

Despite winning $5000 a 

couple weeks ago in an 

online promotion, 

organizers say it’s not 



enough to run the after 

school program to the end 

of the year.  The center 

downtown provides a 

place for kids to do 

homework, make friends, 

eat, play games and stay 

safe.  It also does school 

outreach, runaway 

education, community 

service projects and more.  

Fundraising will begin soon. 

Wausau’s Economic 

Development Committee 

has been busy, meeting 

behind closed doors 

yesterday with developers 

of the Wausau Center Mall 

and reviewing plans for a 

new riverfront 

entertainment complex 

downtown.  While little 

information came out of 

the meeting with the city 

and CBL & Associates, 

speculation is they’re 

expanding efforts to fill 

vacant stores and continue 

negotiations with the city, 



who owns the land, for 

financial concessions.   

The proposed $1.3-million 

entertainment complex 

would occupy the former 

FedEx building on first street 

and offer arcade and 

video games for kids and a 

restaurant and patio for 

riverfront dining.  The plan is 

now before the city’s 

finance committee. 
 

 
Rib Lake woman to get an 
early release News 9/19 453p 1:30 

The computers that put out 

Wisconsin drivers' licenses 

and voter I-D's were shut 

down for a time yesterday. 

 The A-C-L-U says it will try to 

point out the incident to an 

appellate court, as the 

group seeks to prevent the 

voter I-D law from being 

used in November.  The 

state's motor vehicle 

division lost its computers 

statewide from 1:30 to 

around 2:50 p-m yesterday. 

 And officials said the 

system was running slow 

before that.  It happened 



six days after a three-judge 

appellate panel temporarily 

restored the voter I-D 

requirement, and four days 

after the D-O-T adopted a 

system for giving free I-D's to 

those who need them. 

 

A north central Wisconsin 

woman accused of trying 

to suffocate four of her six 

kids last year will not get an 

early release from a mental 

institution.  Thirty-eight year 

old Heidi Mann of Rib Lake 

was in Taylor County Circuit 

Court for a six-month review 

of her mental competency. 

 She was rejected for a 

supervised release, but can 

try again in six months. 

 Mann was found innocent-

by-insanity on four counts of 

attempted homicide and 

committed to 25 years of 

treatment.  Authorities said 

Mann put her four youngest 

kids in an S-U-V and let it run 

in a garage for two hours, 



saying she wanted to spare 

them the grief of dealing 

with her divorce. 

Mary Burke's campaign for 

governor fired a consultant 

who copied parts of her 

job-creation plan from 

Democrats in three other 

states.  The Buzz-Feed Web 

site said one of Burke's main 

campaign planks had long 

passages written almost 

word-for-word from other 

plans. 
 

 
Rhinelander man dies 
following crash News 9/22 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

A Rhinelander man died 

Saturday night following the 

crash of his UTV.  The 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

department reports the 52-

year old and a female 

passenger were riding on 

Gobbler lake road in the 

town of Little Rice just after 

10:30 when the machine 

missed a curve and left the 

road.  The woman is in 

intensive care at a Wausau 

hospital.  The identities have 

not yet been released. 



A hunting accident has a 

man in the hospital in 

serious condition.  A family 

of four was turkey hunting in 

the woods along Alpine 

Road and Hwy B near 

Marathon just before six last 

night when the man was 

shot.  He was airlifted to 

Aspirus Wausau Hospital 

with a wound near his 

heart.  Circumstances 

around the accident 

remain under investigation.   

The Democratic challenger 

for governor is standing 

behind her plan to create 

jobs and grow the 

economy. Republicans 

Friday hurled accusations of 

plagiarism against 

Democrat Mary Burke, 

following an online report 

that found paragraphs in 

her jobs plan matched 

language in proposals 

offered by Democratic 

candidates for governor in 



other states in previous 

elections.  Governor Scott 

Walker says the “doesn’t 

change much” about the 

real discussions of the 

campaign.  During a stop in 

the Green Bay area over 

the weekend the governor 

said while it was 

disappointing to hear about 

the situation, he’ll be, in his 

words, “talking about the 

positives of our plan, rather 

than who may or may not 

have been involved in 

writing our opponent’s 

plan”. 

In sports, the Brewers are 

out of the running for a 

division title while the Lions 

dropped the Packers 19-7.    

 

Rhinelander crash victim 
identified 
 News 9/22 453p 1:30 

A weekend accident 

claimed the life of a 

Rhinelander businessman.  

52-year old Rick Johnson 

died after the UTV he was 

driving missed a curve on 



Gobbler Lake Road in the 

town of Little Rice Saturday 

night and crashed.  He and 

his wife Debbie own 

Concrete Products in 

Rhinelander.  She was 

injured in the accident and 

is in critical condition at a 

Wausau hospital.   

Most of the focus on 

November’s election for the 

governor’s office has been 

on which candidate can 

create jobs.  Neither 

incumbent Republican 

Governor Scott Walker nor 

Democratic challenger 

Mary Burke has revealed 

any new plans for 

environmental or outdoor 

policies.  Walker has spent 

his four years in Madison 

reversing environmental 

regulations to help business 

development.  Burke has no 

record on environmental 

issues.  Despite that, the 

Sierra Club has come out in 

support of the former 



member of the Madison 

Board of Education.   

 

As high school seniors plan 

their senior 

portraits, Wisconsin railroad 

officials are urging them to 

keep the tracks off their list 

of potential backdrops.  The 

symbolism can be very 

effective for reflecting the 

life of someone looking to 

move on. Those pictures  

however are the result of 

trespassing though, and 

State Railroad 

Commissioner Jeff Plale 

says “it’s incredibly stupid.”  

He says police have been 

making more of an effort to 

address the issue, with some 

departments asking high 

school yearbook 

committees not to accept 

senior photos involving 

railroad tracks. There have 

also been instances of 

police seeing photos 

posted on social media , 



then writing a ticket for 

both the student and the 

photographer. 
 

Charges expected in death 
of Wausau woman 
 News 9/23 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

Charges are expected 

soon in connection with the 

death of 22-year old 

Stephanie Low.  The body 

of the Wausau woman, 

missing since 2010, was 

found in a shallow grave in 

Wabeno last week.  

Kristopher Torgerson of 

Wausau, already in prison 

on other charges, led 

investigators to a wooded 

area off Hwy 32 in the Forest 

county community and 

Low’s body.  The 34-year 

old man was questioned 

several times in prison 

about the case and 

Wausau Police Chief Jeff 

Hardel said yesterday he 

wouldn’t call Torgerson’s 

action a confession but it 

was his desire to in his 

words, “come back here 

and show them where the 

body was”.   



Wisconsin’s race for 

governor hits the national 

spotlight next week.  First 

Lady Michelle Obama will 

be in Milwaukee Monday 

campaigning for Democrat 

Mary Burke.  That same day, 

New Jersey Governor Chris 

Christie will be in the state 

on behalf of incumbent 

Republican Scott Walker.  

No other details were 

immediately available.  

Polls continue to show the 

race a dead heat. 

Because of construction at 

Lambeau Field, the Green 

Bay Packers' home stadium 

hasn't hosted a concert or 

major event since Kenny 

Chesney visited in 2011.  

That could change next 

year. The Green Bay-Brown 

County Professional  

Stadium District is expected 

to take up the possibility this 

week.  Team president Mark 

Murphy had said in the past 

because the Chesney 

http://www.wsaw.com/home/headlines/Lambeau-Field-Concert-Likely-in-2015-276194901.html


concert was successful, the 

Packers are hoping to host 

another concert in 2015. But 

the dates would be limited 

from mid-May to late June 

to give the organization 

plenty of time to get the 

field ready for the season. 

 

Howard Young medical 
donates a gift of money 
 News 9/23 453p 1:30 

There were 467 pairs of 

empty shoes lining the stairs 

outside the state Capitol 

building yesterday – each 

representing a life taken in 

Wisconsin by a gun in an 

average year.  Jeri Bonavia 

with the Wisconsin Anti-

Violence Effort, or WAVE, 

says it should serve as a call 

to action for the people of 

the state. She told a crowd 

of supporters “one death 

from gun violence is too 

many…467 is a crisis that 

demands meaningful and 

decisive actions.”  WAVE is 

traveling the state this week 

to display those empty 

shoes in several 

http://www.waveedfund.org/
http://www.waveedfund.org/


communities, including 

Wausau today.  Bonavia 

said they are calling on gun 

owners to safeguard their 

weapons, and for 

politicians to pass laws that 

can help reduce gun 

violence. 

Oshkosh Corporation 

reports its prototype Joint 

Light Tactical Vehicle has 

completed a set of 

Department of Defense 

reviews to replace the 

military Humvees.  Oshkosh 

is one of three companies 

bidding on the 31-billion 

dollar contract.  The Army 

plans to buy 50-thousand of 

the J-L-T-Vs at a quarter-

million-dollars each.  The 

Marines would buy another 

55-hundred.   Another 

bidder, Lockheed-Martin 

Corporation, referred to the 

intense competition as, 

quoting here, “a knife fight 

in a phone booth.” 



The auxiliary of Howard 

Young Medical Center in 

Woodruff, through its 

fundraising efforts, donated 

$21,000 to the Howard 

Young Foundation Special 

Gift Initiative.  The funds will 

head to the new Heart 

Care Center at the facility 

and future emergency 

department and operating 

room projects.  For years 

the volunteers of the 

auxiliary have funded the 

purchase of state-of-the-art 

equipment enabling 

patients to receive the 

finest care possible at a 

local hospital. 
 

 
Merrill father will spend time 
in jail for Cancer scam News 9/24 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

Attorneys representing the 

Government Accountability 

Board are asking a judge to 

drop a lawsuit challenging 

a new state ballot design.  

Republicans claim the new 

layout gives preference to 

Democratic candidates 

and could confuse voters.  

Attorneys for the state 

http://www.wrn.com/2014/09/republicans-detail-lawsuit-over-ballot-redesign/


argue the case should be 

dropped because 

lawmakers failed to take 

their complaint directly to 

the GAB or ask a prosecutor 

to investigate the issue, 

options required under the 

law before a legal 

challenge can be filed.  The 

court hearing is this 

morning.   

The father of a 19-year old 

Merrill woman who faked 

having cancer to obtain 

donations will spend five 

days in jail.  58-year old 

Edmund Winchell was 

charged with 17 counts of 

theft by fraud and 

obstructing an officer when 

he and his daughter, 

Celina, placed donation 

jars at 16 Merrill business 

and were in the process of 

having a benefit breakfast.  

The fraud charges were 

dropped in exchange for a 

guilty plea to the 



obstruction charge.   Celina 

was convicted of similar 

charges last August and is 

serving 12 months 

probation. 

Transportation services in 

Forest, Oneida and Vilas 

counties primarily service 

the elderly and disabled.  

But the need for a broader 

reach brought about the 

forming of a transit 

commission to offer services 

to everyone.  Routes will be 

established using smaller 12-

14 passenger buses 

beginning in the Crandon, 

Eagle River, Rhinelander 

and Lakeland areas.  The 

need for more public 

transportation options is 

growing as people need 

ways to travel that don’t 

have the resources.  

Officials hope to have a full 

time director and the 

program in place by next 

spring. 
 



 
DNR to get more info from 
wolf hunters News 9/24 453p 1:30 

U.S. Senator Ron Johnson 

was at the United Nations 

yesterday, as our military 

launched airstrikes against 

ISIS in Syria, saying he was 

very encouraged by the 

fact 5 Arab states were not 

only participating, but were 

willing to go public with 

their participation.  He 

believes that’s the most 

important and significant 

part saying this is going to 

be a long-term threat that 

we’re going to have to 

deal with well after this 

administration and 

beyond,” said Johnson.  

Earlier this month, President 

Barack Obama tapped 

Johnson, a Republican who 

has often been a critic of 

the U.N., to serve on the U.S. 

delegation to the 69th 

General Assembly.  In New 

York, Johnson took part in 

forums on gender-based 

violence and global 



counter-terrorism. 

The DNR will ask wolf 

hunters and trappers for 

more information about 

their kills.  Documents the 

agency sent to the natural 

resources board state the 

information will be used to 

evaluate harvest methods 

and compliance will be 

voluntary.   No other details 

were available.  Animal 

rights advocates have 

complained for several 

years about a provision in 

state law allowing hunters 

to use hounds to chase 

down wolves, saying the 

measure will lead to bloody 

dog-on-wolf fights in the 

woods. 

Wisconsin doctors say the 

nasal flu spray is actually 

much more effective than 

the flu shot for children age 

two-to-eight.  The Centers 

for Disease Control and 

Prevention says that age 



group needs two doses at 

least four weeks apart if 

they were immunized last 

year.  The spray can be as 

much as 50-percent more 

effective than the shot.  
 

 
Eagle River woman 
sentenced to jail News 9/25 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

Six months in jail, the 

sentence handed down to 

37-year old Michelle 

Albaugh of Eagle River for 

stealing nearly $16,000 from 

the local Jaycees, where 

she was treasurer and 

honored by the Chamber 

as Eagle River’s Woman of 

the Year, last year.  An 

audit discovered the 

embezzlement after the 

club discovered its bank 

account was much smaller 

than it should have been.  

She’ll also serve five years 

probation and be allowed 

to continue working.   

As the finishing touches are 

being put on Rhinelander’s 

StreetScape plan 

downtown, a price tag is 

finally attached.  Details 



were spelled out to the city 

council last night and an 

estimated $1.2 million was 

put on the project that will 

revamp the business district.  

The project will take 

advantage of scheduled 

utility work by the city as 

Brown Street will be torn up 

beginning in 2016.  With 

Downtown Rhinelander 

Incorporated working with 

businesses, plans call for 

parking changes, larger 

sidewalks and new lighting 

among other things.  The 

group has also been 

meeting to update its 

strategic plan as an 

organization, keeping the 

changes in mind.   

The massive data breach 

for credit and debit cards 

at Home Depot has a local 

financial institution reacting.  

Ripco Credit Union, with 

branches in Rhinelander 

and Eagle River, are re-

issuing cards to customers 



of the home improvement 

business.  Over 900 

accounts were already 

affected according to 

Ripco officials as immediate 

steps were taken to protect 

their customers’ 

identification and accounts 

by closing them and 

providing new cards.  

Nationwide over 54-million 

cards were affected by the 

breach.  
 

 
Families try to reach a 
settlement with Gm over 
deaths.  News 9/25 453p 1:30 

The families of two 

Wisconsin teenagers who 

died in a car crash say they 

will try to reach a 

settlement with General 

Motors.  The 2006 crash 

which killed Natasha Weigel 

and Amy Rademaker was 

among the first tied to the 

faulty ignition switches.  

Evidence from that fatal 

accident exposed how G-

M and federal regulators 

missed clues which could 

have resulted in cars being 

recalled seven years ago.  



They weren’t recalled until 

last year.  The girls’ deaths 

are among 21 deemed 

eligible for payments from 

G-M.  The first cash 

compensation offers of 

three-million dollars each 

were just made. 

Candidates for Wisconsin 

attorney general have 

agreed to two more 

debates next month.  Brad 

Schimel and Susan Happ 

square off October 12th in 

Milwaukee and October 

29th in Madison.  They had 

already agreed to an 

October 24th debate in 

Madison.  Closer to home, 

central Wisconsin assembly 

candidates will debate in 

Wausau.  Participants 

include 85th Assembly 

District incumbent 

democrat Mandy Wright of 

Wausau, and Republican 

challenger David Heaton, a 

Wausau businessman.  In 

the 86th Assembly District, 



incumbent Republican 

John Spiros of Marshfield 

faces Democrat Nancy 

Anne Stencil, a Wausau 

mental health worker.  The 

debates take place at the 

UW Center for Civic 

Engagement in Wausau 

next Wednesday. 

Nearly half of all the bear 

nuisance complaints in the 

state last year came from 

northwestern Wisconsin and 

the DNR is trying to deal 

with it.  That corner of the 

state, or Zone-D, has an 

estimated 7000 bear and 

now the hunting quota is 

going up for the animals.  

Officials hope 1600 bear will 

be brought in for 

registration.   
 

 
Merrill police confirm the 
death of a baby boy News 9/26 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

Democratic gubernatorial 

candidate Mary Burke 

responds to more 

accusations of plagiarism in 

her jobs plan and other 

initiatives. In her defense, 



Burke says she wants to 

bring the best ideas to 

Wisconsin and doesn’t care 

where they come from.  

She says, “I’ll be clear 

about this.  As governor, I 

am going to welcome 

ideas from other places — 

the best ideas, the best 

practices. That’s what we 

did at Trek Bicycle and 

that’s how we’re going to 

make sure Wisconsin has a 

thriving economy.”  Burke 

dismissed three new 

instances of copying, as 

reported by BuzzFeed, 

saying her consultant 

duplicated his own words 

from other plans he worked 

on; but if she were to use 

someone else’s words, 

she’d certainly give proper 

attribution. 

Merrill police confirmed the 

death of a five year old 

boy, two days after he was 

pulled unresponsive from a 

http://www.buzzfeed.com/andrewkaczynski/more-copied-text-in-mary-burkes-rural-communities-plan#cdoikz


motel swimming pool.  

Anthony Moser was 

attending a family party last 

Saturday afternoon at the 

AmericInn when he was 

spotted in the water and 

CPR started.  He was flown 

to Marshfield where he died 

Monday.   

As work continues on Hwy 

51 in Woodruff, drivers 

should be aware of delays 

this weekend as nearly 

20,000 people converge on 

the Lakeland area for the 

50th annual Beef-A-Rama in 

downtown Minocqua.  The 

highway will be down to 

two lanes because of the 

construction and re-routed 

through the city, allowing 

southbound traffic to use 

one of the northbound 

lanes.  Shuttle buses will be 

running from the high 

school, ice arena and 

Island City Lanes to Torpy 

Park, the hub of activity 

tomorrow.   
 



 
Cdc confirms case of 
Entrovidus in Door Co.  News 9/26 453p 1:30 

The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

confirmed a case of 

Enterovirus in Door County.  

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services says a 

sickened child tested 

positive for Enterovirus D-

68.  That virus can make 

breathing difficult and 

cause wheezing in its 

victims.  D-H-S says children 

with underlying conditions 

like asthma are at much 

higher risk than others.  

State Health Officer Karen 

McKeown says E-V-D-68 

isn’t a reportable illness so it 

will have to wait to find out 

if C-D-C testing confirms 

any more Wisconsin cases. 

Meanwhile, The 

Department of Health 

Services says it has sent out 

26-thousand letters to adults 

who lost Medicaid 

coverage earlier this year.  

The letters will inform them 

they have more time to sign 



up for private subsidized 

insurance.  The federal 

government announced 

the special enrollment 

period would last through 

November 2nd.  Those 

affected were among 63-

thousand people kicked off 

Wisconsin’s BadgerCare 

Plus program.  The D-H-S 

says they have yet to sign 

up for the subsidized 

insurance plan under the 

new federal law. 

Wisconsin Department of 

Public Instruction 

Superintendent Tony Evers 

says a new education plan 

to address the 

achievement gap between 

white and minority students 

has four main areas.  Evers 

formed a task force last 

April to study the issue and 

come up with some 

recommendations.  The four 

areas of emphasis are 

improving instruction, 

student-teacher 



relationships, family and 

community engagement, 

and school and 

instructional leadership.  

Those areas were chosen 

based on 20 years of 

studying the achievement 

gap.  The state is launching 

a new website as part of 

the effort to narrow that 

gap. 
 

 
Hazardous weekend roads 
in the north News 9/29 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

A hazardous weekend on 

roads in the North…A Plover 

man died in an Oneida 

Country crash late Friday.  

The Sheriff’s department 

reports 54-year old Daniel 

Boehn was the only one in 

the car when it collided 

with a truck towing a trailer 

on Hwy 51, just south of 

County “L” in Nokomis 

about 11:00.  The two 

people in the truck were 

treated and released from 

Sacred Heart Hospital in 

Tomahawk.  Investigators 

say the northbound car 

crossed into the oncoming 



lane and hit the truck. 

Also Friday night, deputies 

in Lincoln County reported 

a single motorcycle crash 

on Hwy “Y” near Nokomis 

Road in the town of 

Bradley.  A 41-year old 

Grafton man lost control of 

the bike on some loose 

gravel and crashed.  He 

wasn’t wearing a helmet 

and was transferred to 

Aspirus Wausau Hospital 

with facial injuries, which 

were non-life threatening.   

A 20-year-old Wrightstown 

woman is dead after the 

driver of a motorcycle went 

off Hwy 55 north of Argonne 

and struck a tree.  The 

Forest Co. Sheriff's Office 

says the crash happened 

around 1:30 Saturday.   The 

driver, a 24-year old 

Appleton man was also 

hospitalized but his 

condition is unknown.   

 

A routine residence 



verification operation for 34 

registered sex offenders in 

Vilas County found two to 

be non-compliant.  The US  

Marshal’s office along with 

the State Department of 

Corrections and Vilas 

County Sheriff conducted 

the compliance check this 

month and the two cases 

will be investigated and, if 

warranted, will refer the 

matters to the district 

attorney.  The program 

monitors nearly 23,000 sex 

offenders across the state. 
 

 
Oct. is cyber security 
awareness month News 9/29 453p 1:30 

October is just two days 
away -- and officials plan a 
month-long campaign to 
make you smarter when 

you go online.  Next 
month is "Cyber Security 
Awareness Month."  Tod 
Pritchard of Wisconsin 
Emergency Management 
says the scope of online 

breaches is alarming. 
 State residents lost 
almost six-and-a-half 



million dollars to cyber 
scams last year -- and the 
average victim lost 19-
hundred dollars.  You’re 
reminded not to open 
unfamiliar e-mails, or 
clicking on strange links 

when opening an e-mail. 
ReadyWisconsin-Dot-Gov 
has more information on 
cyber security. 
This is the 40th 
anniversary of Wisconsin's 
Rustic Roads, and the D-

O-T is highlighting those 
scenic views by holding a 
photo contest.  Actually, 
the contest started in mid-
June, but the fall colors 
are expected to attract 

lots of new entries.  State 
program coordinator Jane 
Carrola says the purpose 
is for more of us to check 
out the state's Rustic 
Roads, which are lightly-
traveled country roads for 
use by motorists, bikers, 
and hikers.  They have 
speed limits no higher 



than 45-miles-an-hour so 
folks can enjoy the views. 
 Folks can submit photo 
entries through January 
15th, and the D-O-T will 
pick winners in six 
categories. More 

information is available at 
the D-O-T's Web site, 
accessible through 
Wisconsin-Dot-Gov.   
The market for wood 
products appears to be 
improving, based on 

record timber sales from 
state-owned properties. 
 The D-N-R sold almost 
eleven-and-three-quarter 
million dollars worth of 
timber during the year 

ending June 30th.  That's 
over 900-thousand dollars 
more than the previous 
year, when ten-point-eight 
million in timber sales 
were reported from state 
forests, parks, wildlife 
lands, and other state-
owned properties.   
 



 
Marathon jail inmate back in 
custody News 9/30 6a,7a,8a,857a 1:30 

There was high-profile help, 

for the candidates for 

Governor in Wisconsin 

yesterday. First Lady 

Michelle Obama stumped 

for Democrat Mary Burke at 

a rally in Milwaukee, while 

earlier in the day, New 

Jersey Governor Chris 

Christie joined Republican 

Governor Scott Walker on 

the campaign trail in 

Hudson. The locations 

couldn’t have been farther 

apart, but the message was 

essentially the same: with 

most polls showing a close 

race between the two 

candidates, their supporters 

will need to turn out every 

potential vote between 

now and November 4th. 

A Marathon County jail 

inmate is back in custody.  

20-year old Tommie 

Rothenberger of Antigo, a 

registered sex offender, 

took off last Friday after 



attending a class at 

NorthCentral Technical 

College.  He was found last 

night at a hotel in 

Clintonville. 

Madison is the center of the 

dairy universe this week, as 

the World Dairy Expo begins 

its five-day run.  State 

Agriculture Secretary Ben 

Brancel calls the event a 

“gem” for Dane County 

and Wisconsin, attracting 

up to 70,000 people to 

various activities during the 

week. Visitors come from 

across the country and 

from more than 90 foreign 

countries. 

Gas prices in the state are a 

dime lower than last year at 

this time and expert expect 

that trend to continue.  The 

average of $3.35 is down 

four cents from a week ago 

and eight cents from last 

month.  Domestic oil 

production is a big part of 

https://www.worlddairyexpo.com/


the drop, which may go 

down another 10-to-15 

cents a gallon by the end 

of the year, however history 

shows it will go back up in 

January. 

 

 
Anniversary of Lincoln Co’s 
911 center News 9/30 453p 1:30 

Brian Howard made his first 

court appearance 

yesterday on charges he 

started last Friday's fire at an 

air traffic control center 

that canceled thousands of 

flights in Wisconsin and 

elsewhere.  He was 

charged with destruction of 

aircraft facilities.  Repairs 

are expected to be in two 

weeks.  In the meantime, 

units in Wisconsin and other 

states are controlling traffic 

at both Chicago airports 

and at Milwaukee's Mitchell 

International.   

Wisconsin’s Silver Alert 

program is already 

successful in its first two 

months of operation 



according to Joseph 

Libowsky from the Wisconsin 

Department of Justice, 

which administers the 

program.  Libowsky says the 

program helps find people 

that are usually lost and 

alone. it’s very similar to the 

Amber Alert program, but 

it’s for vulnerable, generally 

elderly people. He believes 

because people were 

familiar with the Amber 

Alert program, they were 

more than willing to jump 

on board.”  The Silver Alert 

program utilizes several 

ways to get the message 

out to the public, including 

radio and television, 

electronic media, and a 

network of businesses. Six 

Silver Alerts go out and four 

of those people have been 

safely recovered.  

Today marks the 20th 

anniversary of Lincoln 

County’s E911 center.  In 



the early days the calls 

were taken at the 

Tomahawk Police 

Department and a year 

later the enhanced system 

moved to the Sheriff’s office 

in Merrill.  Since then nearly 

75,000 calls to 911 provided 

life saving instructions to 

callers using state of the art 

computer and mapping 

systems.  Sheriff Jeff Jaeger 

praised those involved with 

the daily use of the service.   

 

 

 

                                                 
 


