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Marquette law school poll  News 10/2/14 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

The latest Marquette 

University Law School Poll 

shows Governor Scott 

Walker with a slight lead 

over his Democratic 

challenger.  For the first time 

since March, the governor 

led Democrat Mary Burke 

by more than the margin of 

error for the poll.  Among 

likely voters, Walker had a 

50-45 advantage over his 

challenger, a change of 

about two points from a 

similar poll released in mid-

September.  A majority of 

voters polled still don’t know 

about the attorney 

general’s race, but 

republican Brad Schimel still 

leads democrat Susan 

https://law.marquette.edu/poll/
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/
http://www.wrn.com/2014/09/race-for-wisconsin-governor-remains-a-dead-heat-2/
http://www.wrn.com/2014/09/race-for-wisconsin-governor-remains-a-dead-heat-2/


Happ. 

Charges may be pending 

against a teenager who 

admitted making a bomb 

threat that cleared out 

Medford High School 

yesterday afternoon.  

Officials said the threats 

came in shortly before 1:00 

when a student reported 

an anonymous post on a 

social media website, of a 

bomb in a locker.  Police 

were able to identify the 17-

year old with interviews and 

working with the site.  All 

after school activities were 

canceled with the 

evacuation.  The Taylor 

County DA is reviewing the 

matter. 

Water on the Wolf River 

outside of Crandon is being 

drawn down as repair work 

begins on the Little Rice 

dam.  The DNR will lower 

the water nearly two feet 

for some major work on the 



dam that was built in the 

1930s and hasn’t been 

looked at in nearly 17 years.  

There are more than 60 

homes on the Little Rice 

Flowage and some people 

are upset about the 

drawdown, since the state 

has asked boats and other 

portable equipment be 

removed.  The project 

should be completed by 

spring.   
 

  
Governors race in the state News 10/2/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's last three 

governors have been 

criticized for the way they 

use state-owned airplanes -

- and it's become an issue 

in the current governor's 

race.   Records released to 

Democrats show G-O-P 

Governor Scott Walker has 

taken 29 flights of 40-miles-

or-less.  U-S House 

Democrat Mark Pocan of 

Madison says Walker has 

also used state aircraft to 

avoid car trips between the 

Capitol and his Milwaukee 



area home, calling the tax-

funded rides a "costly taxi 

service."  The governor's 

office says Walker's short 

flights generally involve 

statewide tours for bill-

signings, or urgent 

inspections of things like 

tornado damage or a 

military member's funeral. 

With 33 days before the 

election, there's still a strong 

gender gap in the 

governor's race.  The latest 

Marquette Law School poll 

released yesterday shows 

male voters give Governor 

Walker a 62-to-34 percent 

lead over Democrat Mary 

Burke.  Women prefer Burke 

54-to-40. Among likely 

voters overall, Walker now 

has a 50-to-45 percent lead 

over Burke -- the first time 

since March either 

candidate has a lead that's 

bigger than the poll's 

margin of error. Walker is 

also getting more support in 



northern and western 

Wisconsin. 

A central Wisconsin man will 

spend five-and-a-half years 

in prison for sex-related 

incidents involving girls as 

young as 12.  Tyler Kollauf of 

Almond was sentenced 

yesterday by Portage 

County Circuit Judge 

Thomas Flugaur.  Once he 

leaves prison, the 19-year-

old Kollauf must spend six-

and-a-half years under 

extended supervision.  He 

was convicted of having 

sex with girls 13-to-15 years 

old.  There were also 17 

other victims who either 

received explicit images, or 

were urged to send them in 

social media. 
 

  
Wis. Health officials have 
confirmed health matters News 10/13/14 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 Wisconsin health officials 

have now confirmed five 

cases of enterovirus in the 

state, a respiratory and 

stomach ailment that has 

hospitalized hundreds of 

kids around the nation.  



Since the cases are 

confirmed through the U.S 

Centers for Disease Control, 

state health officials say 

they do not have 

information about the 

locations, ages, and 

genders of those who have 

contracted the virus.  The 

more dangerous symptoms 

include wheezing and 

breathing difficulties. Less 

severe cases may include 

muscle aches, fever, 

coughs, and runny noses.  

Nationally, the CDC has 

confirmed four deaths from 

the over 500 cases of 

enterovirus 68 in all but 

eight states.  

The Wisconsin Bear Hunters 

Association is hoping the 

DNR’s plan to look into dog-

wolf interactions will put the 

controversy to rest.  The 

DNR will ask wolf hunters this 

fall to let an expert examine 

a harvested wolf as its pelt 



is removed. The goal is to 

look for bite wounds that 

could be signs of fighting 

between dogs and wolves, 

a possibility which critics say 

make wolf hunting with 

hounds unethical.   DNR 

records show wolves have 

killed 22 dogs in Wisconsin 

this year, most of them bear 

hounds.  

Customers of Wisconsin 

Public Service are reporting 

a scam.  Homeowners in 

Green Bay and Oshkosh say 

men posing as WPS 

employees gained access 

to their homes and robbed 

them.  The company says 

legitimate workers carry ID 

cards.  WPS also reports an 

increase in phone scams at 

their call center and remind 

people never to provide 

personal information by 

phone or in person.  

Anything out of the ordinary 

should be reported to 



police. 

 

  
Food prices jump since 
March News 10/3/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 That bacon cheeseburger 

has taken a bigger bite out 

of your wallet.  The 

Wisconsin Farm Bureau 

Federation finds food prices 

jumped by almost four-

percent since March -- and 

historically-high beef and 

pork prices are largely to 

blame.  The total cost of 16 

food items at stores in two 

dozen Wisconsin cities was 

51-dollars- -97 cents last 

month -- three-point-nine 

percent more than six 

months earlier.  All but five 

items went up.  Sirloin tip 

roast had the biggest 

increase, at over eleven-

percent to 5.39-a-pound. 

 Long droughts in western 

and southern states shrunk 

up cattle herds and drove 

up meat prices, with the 

tightest supplies in a 

decade.  Dairy prices are 

also at historic highs, due to 



a stronger international 

demand. 

The weather might not be 

the best, but over 100-

thousand people are still 

expected for a pair of 

weekend festivals in 

northern Wisconsin. 

 Bayfield is holding its 53rd 

annual Apple Festival 

through Sunday, with about 

60-thousand to be on hand. 

 Forty-thousand are 

expected for the Eagle 

River Cranberry Fest 

tomorrow and Sunday, with 

marsh tours today.  The 

Bayfield event has 

traditionally focused on an 

array of locally-grown fruit. 

 This year, organizers are 

also promoting other 

locally-made foods -- 

everything from cabbage 

to Lake Superior whitefish. 

 The Eagle River festival will 

have 300 vendors selling 

food, crafts, and other 

delights.  Folks will also get 



to enjoy the world's largest 

cranberry cheesecake and 

the last weekend of 

colorama in the North as 

most everything above Hwy 

8 is above peak.  Log onto 

this stations website for the 

latest color report. 
 

  
Tribal voters make move in 
Mole Lake News 10/6/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Tribal voters in Mole Lake 

narrowed down the 

November 4th ballot in a 

weekend primary.  

Incumbent Chairman Chris 

McGeshick will face 

Garland McGeshick while 

incumbent Vice Chair Arlyn 

Ackley, Jr is challenged by 

Kenneth Van Zile.  Myra 

Van Zile and Ronald Quade 

square off for the 

secretary’s race and 

incumbent treasurer 

Victoria Ackley faces 

Samantha Van Zile Cotrell.  

There are also two 

challenges to council 

positions. 

A fight at the Office Bar in 

Schofield Saturday night 



ended up with three arrests.  

Everest Metro Police arrived 

shortly after 11 to find seven 

or eight people fighting.  

Charges of disorderly 

conduct and battery are 

pending.  There were minor 

injuries reported. 

Despite Saturday’s weather, 

tens of thousands showed 

up in Eagle River this 

weekend for the 35th 

annual CranberryFest.  The 

event, full of tours, crafters, 

fun runs and more 

celebrates everything 

cranberry and pumps up 

the local economy heading 

into winter.  An estimated 

10,000 pounds of the 

premium select fruit are sold 

in just two days. 

Hall of Fame quarterback 

Bart Starr is recovering from 

two strokes and a mild 

heart attack he suffered 

last month, and is making 

progress in rehab.  The 

update came yesterday 



from his wife, Cherry, on the 

Green Bay Packer Website.  

She said Bart’s progress has 

been slowed by seizures 

which are now controlled 

by medication and the 

family appreciates the 

support and prayers from 

the fans. 

Speaking of the Pack, 

they’re now in a tie with the 

Lions for first in the NFC 

North after Detroit lost at 

home to Buffalo, 17-14.  

Carolina dropped the Bears 

31-24. 
 

 Suspicious political 
canvassers  
 News 10/6/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Marathon County 

Sheriff’s office says they've 

received complaints about 

suspicious neighborhood 

canvassers who claim to be 

from political parties.  The 

canvassers claim to be 

taking surveys and asking 

for personal information -- 

or they want to enter the 

house, perhaps to see what 

could be valuable to steal 

in a burglary later on.  If 



you're concerned about 

any political activists 

knocking on your door, you 

should ask for their ID -- and 

the legitimate ones will be 

happy to provide it for you. 

  

With 29 days to go before 

the Wisconsin governor's 

election, Democrats 

appear to have the bigger 

challenge in getting their 

supporters to vote.  Results 

from the last two Marquette 

Law School polls show 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker leads Democrat 

Mary Burke by five points 

among those certain to 

vote. Meanwhile, Burke 

leads by 11 points among 

those who say they're less 

certain to vote.  Marquette 

pollster Charles Franklin says 

two factors are in play. 

 Republicans have shown 

more enthusiasm about 

voting.  And the G-O-P 

normally has the 



advantage in the major 

non-presidential elections, 

due to their older and 

wealthier demographics. 

Democrats have won the 

last seven presidential 

elections in Wisconsin -- and 

in those same years, 

Democrats have won the 

past five U-S Senate 

contests, while Republicans 

have won five-of-the-last-

seven mid-term contests for 

governor. 

Ashland police sergeant 

Michelle Tutor has been 

named Wisconsin's female 

officer-of-the-year.  The 

award comes from the 

Wisconsin Association of 

Women Police, part of a 

national organization which 

seeks to unite, strengthen, 

and promote women in 

police work.  She joined the 

department as a 

dispatcher in 1990, and 

took extra training to 

become a full-time officer 



in '93.   
 

  
Photo I.D.’s in the political 
world News 10/7/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Showing a photo ID at the 

polls in Wisconsin is 

constitutional.  That’s the 

decision yesterday from the 

7th Circuit Court of Appeals.  

State election officials and 

local clerks have already 

been gearing up for the 

law, which requires voters 

to show a government-

issued photo ID when 

requesting a ballot, to be in 

effect for the November 4 

election. 

Another decision, this one 

from the US Supreme Court, 

rejected Wisconsin’s and 

four other states’ appeals in 

their gay marriage case.  

The action paves the way 

for same-sex marriages and 

now county clerks and 

other public officials in 

Wisconsin are scrambling to 

figure out how to respond.  

Hundreds of couples 

married in Wisconsin in June 



before a federal judge's 

decision overturning the 

state's ban on gay 

marriage was put on hold. 

A former Rothschild police 

officer is free on bond, 

charged with sexual assault.  

22-year old Corey Yolitz of 

Kronenwetter resigned the 

day after the alleged 

assault of a 21-year old 

woman.  He’s charged with 

second degree sexual 

assault of an intoxicated 

victim and burglary. 

A convicted sex offender is 

returning to Rhinelander.  

The police department 

informs us 32-year old Albert 

Chagnon will reside in the 

city on extended 

supervision and the 

electronic monitoring 

program.  He was 

convicted in 2003 of 

possessing and distributing 

explicit images of children.   

The PD also reported the 



death of a child at a 

Rhinelander day care 

center last month.  Foul 

play isn’t suspected 

because of the poor health 

of the young child.  Police 

had no other details 

pending the results of their 

investigation and lab 

reports.   
 

  
Wis. DNR in the news News 10/7/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A federal appeals judge 

doesn’t buy a claim that 

370-thousand Wisconsin 

adults do not have the I-D's 

they'll need to vote next 

month.  In upholding the 

state's photo I-D voter law 

yesterday, the appellate 

court in Chicago 

overturned rulings by District 

Judge Lynn Adelman -- 

who found that 300-

thousand registered voters 

in the Badger State don't 

have the proper I-D's, and 

70-thousand non-registered 

adults don't have them, 

either.  Appellate Judge 

Frank Easterbrook said he 



found those numbers 

"questionable" saying 

people need I-D's to drive a 

car, board a plane, buy a 

beer, open a bank 

account, buy a gun, cash a 

check, buy certain cold 

medicines, and enter a 

federal courthouse. 

Representatives of 

Wisconsin’s native 

American tribes meet with 

officials of the department 

of transportation this month 

at the 8th annual Wisconsin 

tribal transportation 

conference.  Set for green 

bay on the 20th & 21st the 

sessions highlight 

partnerships promoting 

public safety and 

economic growth including 

how to do business with the 

state and tribal labor force.  

It’s hosted by the DOT and 

Lac Courte Oreilles band. 

Trappers who accidentally 

catch grey wolves are 

being asked to hang onto 



the animals, so the D-N-R 

can put radio collars on 

them.  Officials are asking 

trappers to contact the D-

N-R, and they'll decide if 

the wolf is a good 

candidate for the agency's 

monitoring program. 

 Specialist David 

MacFarland says the 

trappers can help improve 

the state's wolf population 

data if they let officials 

collar the animals before 

they're released. 

 Wisconsin's third annual 

wolf hunt begins next week. 
 

  
Ongoing misconduct at the 
Forest Co. jail News 10/8/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 An ongoing investigation 

into alleged misconduct by 

employees of the Forest 

County Jail led to several 

arrests Monday.  

Corrections officer Jeanie 

Pitts and her husband 

Richard, and deputy Melvin 

Donek could face charges 

of theft, receiving stolen 

property, soliciting forgery, 

delivery of articles to 



inmates and misconduct in 

office.  Online records in the 

case have been sealed by 

Judge Richard Stenz.  The 

multi-agency  investigation 

led state and federal 

authorities to execute 

search warrants that also 

led to the arrest of four 

others in Brown and Oconto 

counties.  Formal charges 

are pending. 

There’s new leadership on 

the Lac du Flambeau 

reservation.  Henry “Butch” 

St. Germaine, Sr. was 

elected President in tribal 

elections yesterday, 

winning by 46 votes of 

Joseph Wildcat.  Mike Allen, 

Sr. will serve as vice 

president while Frank 

Mitchell, Sr. John Johnson, 

Charles Burgess and Jamie 

Allen will fill in the tribal 

council.  The election board 

meets today to determine 

how to fill the seat vacated 

by St. Germaine.   



Farmers in Burnett and 

Douglas counties may be 

eligible for federal aid to 

help pay for losses caused 

by the heavy rain, flooding 

and cold weather in May 

and June.  The USDA’s Farm 

Service Agency is making 

low interest emergency 

loans available to eligible 

farms and ranches. 

Two cougar sightings, one 

in Lincoln County have 

been confirmed by the 

DNR.  Trail cameras caught 

images of the big cats east 

of Merrill in July and near 

Middle Inlet in Marinette 

County last Tuesday.  Last 

year the state got dozens of 

reports of cougar sightings 

but only three were verified.   
 

  
Voter I.D. in the news News 10/8/14 12p,5p 1:30 

The state Justice 

Department asked the U-S 

Supreme Court to keep 

Wisconsin's voter I-D 

requirement in place for the 

November fourth elections. 

The federal appeals court in 



Chicago ruled Monday the 

photo I-D mandate is 

constitutional  and meets 

the terms of the federal 

Voting Rights Act. 

 However, the A-C-L-U and 

the Advancement Project 

previously asked the court 

not to impose the law next 

month, saying there's not 

enough time to adequately 

administer the requirement. 

 The response came 

yesterday, saying there's 

been widespread media 

coverage about the law 

going back into.  The state 

said it would create chaos if 

it was blocked again. 

As Ukranian leaders fight 

pro-Russian separatists, 

they're also fighting for a 

better way of life -- and 

they're getting help from 

Wisconsinites to improve 

their higher education 

system.  Four young 

professionals from the 

Ukranian government are 



observing classes at the 

two-year U-W Marshfield-

Wood County college, and 

Marshfield and Pittsville high 

schools this week.  They're 

also visiting the U-W 

Madison Law School and 

the Wisconsin Institute for 

Public Policy and Service in 

Wausau.  Their visit is part of 

the Open World program 

established by Congress in 

1999. 

Wisconsin pheasant hunters 

are gearing up the season. 

Last year, almost 44-

thousand hunters shot just 

over 194-thousand birds. 

 This year, the D-N-R says 

pheasant hunters will have 

their best luck in areas with 

adequate winter cover, like 

cat-tail marshes -- as well as 

dense brush mixed in with 

grasslands, hay, and crop 

fields.  The season begins at 

noon on October 18th 

statewide.  It runs through 

New Year's Eve. 
 



  
Rhinelander man back in 
court News  10/9/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A 26-year old Rhinelander 

man will be back in Oneida 

County court this month 

facing three felony sexual 

assault charges.  Jason 

Mullen, already a registered 

sex offender, convicted in a 

2011 attack, allegedly 

assaulted a 15-year old girl 

several times last month, 

shortly after being released 

from prison.  He plead not 

guilty to the charges 

yesterday and may get a 

competency hearing 

before the court date. 

The first of three people 

facing drug and child 

enticement charges has 

been sentenced.  46-year 

old Carrie Steinmetz of 

Rhinelander could avoid 

prison if she abides by the 

court’s ruling, but will sit in 

jail another 60 days.  She 

was found guilty of having 

sex with a child 16 or older, 

had child trafficking 

charges dismissed and the 



enticement charges 

deferred.  Michael Johnson 

of Manawa and Thomas 

Franz of Rhinelander both 

face similar charges.   

The emerald ash borer has 

been found near 

Rhinelander.  The beetle 

that’s wiped out ash tree 

populations in parts of the 

country was recently 

discovered in a trap 

according to the State 

Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 

Protection.  Officials say a 

widespread infestation 

could have an impact on 

the state’s timber industry. 

Plenty of Wisconsin residents 

took advantage of an 

opportunity last month to 

get rid of their old 

medications.  Initial figures 

from the U.S. Drug 

Enforcement Administration 

show 17 tons of prescription 

drugs were collected 



across Wisconsin last month, 

when the state took part in 

a national drug take-back 

event. The biannual event 

allows residents to drop off 

unwanted, expired, or 

unused prescription drugs 

so they can be destroyed. 

 

  
Wis. Voters to decide about 
state’s transportation fund News 10/9/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin voters will decide 

next month whether the 

state's transportation fund 

should be off-limits for other 

purposes.  Lawmakers from 

both parties endorsed the 

constitutional amendment 

in each of the last two 

sessions.  It was spurred in 

part by the raiding of one-

point-four billion dollars from 

the transportation fund from 

2003-through-2010 when 

Democrat Jim Doyle was 

governor.  The transfers 

covered aid to public 

schools and other items 

aimed at closing budget 

deficits at the time.  Both 

major candidates for 



governor have shied away 

from supporting specific 

transportation measures 

that would raise taxes. 

Wisconsin will get almost 

310-thousand dollars from 

the national settlement of a 

"mobile cramming" case 

against A-T-and-T.  The 

Federal Trade Commission 

announced the settlement 

yesterday, in which A-T-

and-T will refund customers 

80-million dollars they were 

billed for third-party services 

they did not authorize.   

A 64-year old Marathon 

County man died in a 

logging accident.  The 

sheriff’s department 

reported the man, whose 

name hasn’t yet been 

released, was cutting logs 

on a hillside Tuesday night 

on his farm near Hatley 

when one rolled free, 

pinning him beneath it.  He 

was pronounced dead at 

the scene. 



Tribal police on the Lac du 

Flambeau reservation got a 

boost to improve 

community-oriented 

programs and reduce 

criminal activity with a new 

grant.  The office of 

community oriented 

policing services, in 

partnership with the 

department of justice 

awarded the nearly 

$391,000 grant through the 

coordinated tribal 

assistance solicitation.  

Funds will support new 

equipment, technology 

and vehicles to enhance 

the departments work to 

reduce crime in Lac du 

Flambeau. 
 

  
Voter I.D. law turned back News 10/10/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Less than a month before 

Election Day, the U.S. 

Supreme Court late last 

night ruled Wisconsin 

cannot require voters to 

show a government-

issued photo identification 

when they request a ballot.  

http://cdn.wrn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/PhotoID100914.pdf
http://cdn.wrn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/PhotoID100914.pdf
http://cdn.wrn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/PhotoID100914.pdf


Wisconsin’s photo ID law for 

voting was ruled 

constitutional on Monday 

by the federal appeals 

court in Chicago, but the 

American Civil Liberty Union 

immediately went to the 

Supreme Court seeking an 

emergency request to 

block the ruling by the 7th 

U.S. Circuit Court of 

Appeals. The 

ACLU sought to put the law 

back on hold before 

November, arguing there’s 

not enough time to prepare 

voters. In response, justices 

issued the order blocking 

the law from taking effect. 

There was another court 

reversal; 

The 7th Circuit Court of 

Appeals ruled yesterday 

that Wisconsin could no 

longer ban Native 

Americans from hunting 

deer at night in the ceded 

territory of Northern 



Wisconsin.  Courts banned 

Native Americans from the 

night hunt in 1991 for safety 

reasons.  Circuit Judge 

Richard Posner reversed the 

ruling saying Wisconsin 

couldn't prove it was 

dangerous.  Before the 

ruling, tribal members could 

still hunt at night on their 

reservations. The decision 

could mean tribes can hunt 

deer at night in all of the 

ceded territory, which 

covers nearly the upper 

third of Wisconsin.  Lac 

Courte Oreilles Band of 

Lake Superior Chippewa 

Indians submitted the 

appeal in 2012.  The case 

now goes back to District 

Court in Madison. 

Vilas county tourism and 

publicity will boost their 

silent sport trail system with 

the help of a $39,000 state 

grant.  Over $350,000 is 

generated annually from 

the more than 50 land and 



water trails.  
 

 Voter I.D. squabbles 
continue 
 News 10/10/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Now that Wisconsin's voter I-D 

law has been thrown out the 

next step could be a request to 

have the U-S Supreme Court 

make it permanent.  Last night, 

the justices in Washington voted 

6-to-3 to toss aside the state's 

photo I-D requirement for the 

election that's 25 days away. 

 State Attorney General J-B Van 

Hollen said he'll try to address 

the Court's concerns and make 

voters show photo I-D's anyway 

on November fourth. 

Wisconsin's undecided voters 

could get some help tonight in 

deciding which candidate for 

governor to choose. 

 Republican Scott Walker and 

Democratic challenger Mary 

Burke will hold the first of their 

two scheduled debates at 

seven on public T-V, C-SPAN, 

and many local broadcast 

stations. They might want to do 

some homework before the 

debate, especially on job 

numbers and the state's 

employment rankings.  Both 

candidates highlighted different 

segments of vast employment 

data to support their stands -- 



Walker's creation of 100-

thousand private sector jobs, 

and Burke's claim Wisconsin is 

dead last in the Midwest in new 

jobs. 

Don't be surprised to see U-W 

programs get scaled back 

throughout the state's 26 

campuses.  University president 

Ray Cross says the system needs 

to be more efficient, because 

he cannot expect the state to 

approve enough money to 

keep talented faculty members 

from bolting. At a meeting in 

Stevens Point yesterday, the 

university's Board of Regents 

expressed concerns about 

faculty turnover – which went 

over eleven-percent at the 

some schools last year.  Regent 

David Walsh said schools have 

hired a greater number of less 

expensive adjunct lecturers and 

calls it a "cheap way to get by". 
 

  
Ebola outbreak News 10/13/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 While there have been no 

cases of Ebola reported 

anywhere in Wisconsin yet, 

state health officials are 

trying to ease concerns 

about the virus. The state 

Department of Health 



Services says it’s working 

with the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention to 

make sure plans are in 

place, in the event a 

patient infected with the 

Ebola virus appears in 

Wisconsin.  Officials say the 

infrastructure needed to 

respond to this type of 

threat has been in place for 

many years, thanks to 

efforts to plan, prepare, 

and drill for possible 

pandemics.  

A 22-year old Merrill woman 

was injured and later cited 

after a one vehicle crash 

last night.  Just before 6:30 

a rollover was reported on 

Riverview road west of 

County K.  The woman was 

trapped inside and after 

being freed, refused 

medical transport.  She 

failed the field sobriety test 

and taken into custody for 

a first offense of operating 



while intoxicated.   

Three Wisconsin utilities are 

looking to raise rates.  

Wisconsin Public Service 

Corporation wants to jump 

from $10.40 to $25 in its fixed 

monthly rate while We 

Energies wants to go from 

$9.13 to $16; and Madison 

Gas & Electric wants to 

increase from $10.44 to $19.  

The utilities have said they'll 

drop hourly-use charges by 

a few cents, but that would 

not have a large effect on 

an overall electric bill under 

the proposed rates. 

Renewable energy 

advocates say the 

proposals are designed to 

recoup revenue lost 

through conservation.  The 

Public Service Commission is 

expected to decide by the 

end of the year. 
 

 Propane prices should 
decrease 
 News 10/13/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 There's more good news for 

Wisconsinites using propane 

to heat their homes. 

Federal energy officials 



predict a 27-percent price 

decrease for propane users, 

with average bills of 767-

dollars this winter.  That's the 

biggest price drop for all 

heating sources, after a 

bitterly-cold January-and-

February caused record-

high prices for Wisconsin's 

quarter-million propane 

users.  Adam Sieminski, who 

runs the U-S Energy 

Information Administration, 

says people in all parts of 

the country can plan on 

lower heating bills due to a 

warmer-than-expected 

winter.  But even if 

temperatures are ten-

percent lower than 

projected, officials still say 

propane and heating oil 

users will have lower prices -

- while natural gas users 

would get a six-percent 

increase, and electric heat 

would cost two-percent 

more.   

Deputies are searching for 



the driver of a car after a 

vehicle fire late Saturday 

night in the Town of 

Harrison. Oneida County 

reported a 911 call of a car 

fire on Bowman Rd in the 

far northern part of the 

Town of Harrison just before 

midnight. When Deputies 

arrived they found the 2000 

Saturn engulfed in flames. 

The owner of the vehicle 

from Berlin, WI was found 

and reported loaning the 

vehicle to a friend.  

As campaign signs crop up 

near Wisconsin roadways, 

both state and local 

officials remind people it's 

against the law to put them 

in the rights-of-way. That 

means keeping them 

behind shoulders, ditches, 

and fence lines along the 

highways -- and off terraces 

along municipal streets. 

 The D-O-T says signs are not 

allowed on roundabouts 

and medians, either and 



will remove signs which 

pose safety hazards. 
 

  
Rhinelander man in court on 
break in charges News 10/14/14  6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Eighteen various theft and 

burglary charges have 

been filed against a 

Rhinelander man.  35-year 

old Benjamin Marquardt is 

alleged to have broken into 

several restaurants in the 

city back in March.  He’s 

already imprisoned for 

convictions on several 

similar crimes.  He’ll be back 

in Branch 2 of Oneida 

County Court the 24th.   

A statewide sting operation 

nets a Rhinelander man in 

connection to a child 

enticement case.  37-year 

old Ted Wasson and 38-

year old Paul Loucks of 

Weston were arrested in the 

city by Oneida County 

Deputies last week.  27 

arrests were made in this 

undercover operation by 

the Internet Crimes Against 

Children Task Force, a multi-

agency effort.  The men 



face two felony counts with 

Wasson back in court today 

and Loucks next Friday.  Six 

arrests were made in 

Marathon county.   

Wisconsin will recognize 

same sex marriage licenses 

issued earlier this year.  

That’s in the wake of the 

U.S. Supreme Court’s 

rejection of the state’s bid 

to reinstate its constitutional 

ban.  Some 500 couples 

were married during a brief 

window in June, after 

federal Judge Barbara 

Crabb struck down the ban 

and before she stayed her 

decision to allow the state 

to appeal her ruling. 

Another high profile 

change at the Minocqua 

chamber, first a new 

executive director recently, 

now with the resignation of 

community events 

coordinator Beth Wetzler.  

Instrumental in starting the 



Minocqua Farmer’s Market, 

she’s also been up front in 

most of the chamber’s 

signature events.  She’ll 

leave at the end of the 

month after nearly four 

years on the job. 

 

 Gun control comes into play 
in the elections 
 News 10/14/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Democrat Susan Happ 

brought gun control into 

the campaign for Wisconsin 

attorney general.  The 

Jefferson County D-A called 

yesterday for mandatory 

background checks for all 

gun buyers -- including sales 

from individuals as well as 

gun dealers.  She does not 

want to take away people's 

guns -- but believes 

background checks would 

keep them away from 

those who shouldn't have 

them.  Her opponent, 

Republican and Waukesha 

County DA Brad Schimel, 

almost immediately took 

issuesaying the problem in 

Wisconsin is not the gun 



laws -- it's the violations by 

habitual criminals Schimel 

was endorsed yesterday by 

the National Rifle 

Association to replace 

fellow Republican J-B Van 

Hollen, who's stepping 

down at the end of the 

year. 

The captain of the Green 

Bay Preble High School 

football team was among 

two dozen people arrested 

in a sting operation which 

caught adults seeking sex 

with juveniles online. 

 Cameron Batty of Bellevue 

was charged yesterday in 

Brown County with two 

felony counts -- child 

enticement and using a 

computer for a sex crime. 

 37-year old Ted Wasson of 

Rhinelander was also 

charged in the operation 

where undercover officers 

posed as a 15-year old girl 

online.  More than two 

dozen arrests were made. 



Henry St. Germaine, Sr won 

election as chairman of the 

Lac du Flambeau band of 

Chippewa, leaving his tribal 

council seat vacant.  Now, 

the council will have a 

special election November 

12th to fill the seat.  Four 

candidates, Racquel 

Zortman-Bell, Jerome Brooks 

Big John, Carl Edwards and 

Melinda Young face each 

other on the ballot. 
 

  
Man sentenced in Forest Co.  News 10/15/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Fifteen years in prison, the 

sentence handed to 

Brandon Brunette in Forest 

County Court yesterday.  

The 30-year old Wabeno 

man nearly killed a toddler 

last year when he threw the 

child across the room, upset 

with his crying.  Now two 

years old, the youngster will 

have to deal with severe 

brain damage the rest of his 

life, never being able to 

walk or talk.  Brunette will 

have 10 years extended 

supervision after his release. 



Governor Scott Walker is 

thinking of replacing the 

traditional gas tax with a 

sales tax on gasoline and 

alternative fuels for vehicles, 

saying it could help stabilize 

the state transportation 

fund as it faces a $680 

million shortfall in the next 

biennial budget.  

Democratic gubernatorial 

candidate Mary Burke 

doesn’t like the idea, which 

would make fuel taxes for 

motorists go up or down 

based on the fluctuation of 

prices at the pump, rather 

than hinging on the actual 

amount of gas pumped 

into the tank.  The two differ 

widely on a number of 

issues.   Governor Walker 

says, if elected to a second 

term, he will specifically tell 

lawmakers not to pursue 

right to work legislation, nor 

will he expand the Act-10 

collective bargaining 



restrictions to fire fighters 

and police.  He also wants 

to continue the school 

voucher program, which 

Burke says takes resources 

and education dollars and 

puts them into 

unaccountable, taxpayer 

funded private schools.  

After a report earlier this 

week showed the state 

pumped over $100-million 

into failing schools in 

Milwaukee, Burke said 

that’s “not how we’re going 

to improve education here 

in Wisconsin”.   

 

  
Wicked weather in the state News 10/15/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The southwest part of the 

state may have gotten 

most of the rain but it was 

the northeast that was 

hammered by winds up to 

55 miles per hour.  

Thousands were still without 

power this morning, mostly 

in the Crandon and 

Lakewood areas.  WPS 

crews restored over 10,000 



customers overnight. 

Wisconsin propane 

customers filed over 400 

complaints with state 

consumer officials, saying 

they were shorted during 

last winter's fuel shortages.   

Almost two-thirds of the 

complaints involved 

Customer's Gas of Amberg 

in Marinette County. 

 Consumers said they 

obtained prepaid contracts 

for propane fuel going into 

last winter -- but once the 

shortages hit and the prices 

spiked, they stopped 

getting shipments and 

never got refunds later.  A 

check of court records 

found Customer's Gas 

owed AmeriGas over 308-

thousand dollars for fuel 

that was delivered -- and 

most of it was never paid 

for.  The company filed suit 

in 2012 over the alleged 

lack of payment.  The case 

was settled in June, but 



Customer's Gas did not pay 

any of the judgment or 

related legal fees.  The 

state's consumer agency is 

still investigating the matter. 

About 100 National Guard 

troops leave northwest 

Wisconsin today for an 

eventual deployment to 

Afghanistan.  Members of 

the 950th Engineer 

Company of Superior head 

to Fort Bliss in Texas for 

several weeks of training. 

 Then it's off to Afghanistan, 

where they'll make sure that 

military roads and supply 

routes are free of 

improvised explosive 

devices.  Officials say the 

operation is critical for 

moving troops and 

equipment in-and-out of 

Afghanistan. 
 

  
Wisconsin schools to get 
state aid  News 10/16/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 About half of Wisconsin's 424 

public school districts will get 
more general state aid than a 

year ago.  That's according to 
final figures released yesterday 



by the Department of Public 

Instruction.  Schools will share 
almost four-and-a-half billion 

dollars in general state aid -- 
two-point-one percent more 

than last year. Most of the 
state's largest districts will get 

increases.  Independent 
charter schools are private 

voucher schools are also 
getting a bigger piece of the 

pie. In our area, many districts 
will see about 15 percent less 

funding, including Rhinelander, 
Northland Pines, and Lakeland 

Union High School in Minocqua. 

Area school districts seeing an 
increase include Elcho, Lac Du 

Flambeau, and Laona. 
The Wisconsin governor's race 

is back to dead even.  The 
latest Marquette Law School 

poll released yesterday 
afternoon shows that 

Republican incumbent Scott 
Walker and Democrat Mary 

Burke are both at 47-percent 
among likely voters. Two 

weeks ago, Walker jumped out 
to a five-point advantage 

among those who say they're 

likely to vote three weeks from 
today.  Since then, voters 

statewide saw Burke basically 
hold her own in her first 



statewide debate against the 

more politically-experienced 
Walker.  They'll have another 

debate on Friday night in 
Milwaukee.   

The Powerball jackpot is at 
100-million dollars for 

Saturday night.  Nobody won 
the top prize last night, and 

nobody from Wisconsin won 
the second-or-third prizes.   

This is the fifth time this year 
that Powerball has had 

jackpots of 100-million or 
more.  The current jackpot has 

rolled over six times.  It's 

building since September 24th, 
when a 225-million dollar prize 

was won.  Saturday night's 
cash option is just over 62-

million dollars for a single 
winner who chooses the whole 

prize now instead of in annual 
installments.  In Mega Millions, 

the jackpot is at 180-million 
dollars for tomorrow night. 
 

  
Marathon Co. judge sets 
high bond News 1/16/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A Marathon County judge set 
bond at two-million-dollars 

yesterday for a man accused of 
killing a Wausau woman who 

was missing for almost four 

years. Thirty-four year old 
Kristopher "Spider" Torgerson 

is serving time at the state's 



highest-security prison in 

Boscobel for unrelated 
offenses.  He appeared in court 

through a video hook-up after 
being charged last month with 

homicide, attempted armed 
robbery, and hiding a corpse in 

the death of 22-year-old 
Stephanie Low. Officials said 

another person helped him 
bury her body on national 

forest land near Wabeno in 
Forest County.  Wausau Police 

said about a half-dozen people 
provided information about 

Low's death and her remains -- 

and Torgerson agreed last 
month to show officers where 

the body was.  He's due back 
in court November 25th for a 

preliminary hearing. 
 

The head of a Wisconsin 
National Guard unit that's 

heading to Afghanistan says 
his troops are well-equipped 

for their mission.  About 100 
members of the 950th 

Engineer Company of Superior 
will arrive in eastern 

Afghanistan early this winter, 

to find-and-remove improvised 
explosive devices along roads 

and supply routes used by 
Americans.  Captain Andrew 



Redd says that except for the 

Army, his unit is probably the 
best-equipped to discover the 

devices.  Yesterday, friends 
and relatives gave a send-off 

to the troops during a 
ceremony at Superior Middle 

School.   
  

You might have to bring some 
money to see the Apostle 

Islands' ice caves if they're 
open to the public this winter. 

 The National Lakeshore is 
considering a five-dollar fee for 

those 12-and-older.  Last year 

was the first time in five years 
that it was cold enough for 

people to walk safely along a 
two-mile ice path from Meyers 

Beach near Bayfield to the ice-
adorned sea caves. The 

Apostle Islands National 
Lakeshore will hold two public 

meetings next Wednesday at 
Ashland and Thursday at 

Bayfield to explain their plans, 
and take input.   
 

Governor candidates react to 
unemployment drops 
 News 10/17/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin's two major 
candidates for governor had 

predictable reactions to the 

latest drop in the state's 
unemployment rate.  The 

seasonally-adjusted jobless 



rate dropped another two-

tenths of a point in September, 
to a preliminary figure of five-

and-a-half percent.  Republican 
Governor Scott Walker's 

campaign calls it evidence that 
the state's heading in the right 

direction, with "more great 
news for working families." 

 Burke's camp, pointing to 
more complete three-month 

survey data, says Wisconsin 
continues to lag behind others 

in job growth.  Wisconsin's 
unemployment rate has 

dropped more than one-

percent over the past year. 
 

A 55-year-old Wisconsin 
Rapids man is facing a 

homicide charge in the death 
of his brother more than two 

months ago.  Rapids Police 
have asked the Wood County 

district attorney's office to 
charge the suspect with 

second-degree reckless 
homicide in the death of Tracy 

Horan.  Police said the 52-
year-old Horan suffered head-

and-neck injuries in a fight 

with his brother.  Police said 
the suspect tried burying the 

body on his property in 
Wisconsin Rapids, and he 



called Rapids Police the night 

of August seventh to report the 
death.  Officials said the man is 

still custody for a violating a 
previous probation.   

 
Owners of Wisconsin 

waterfront property are being 
asked to check their docks and 

swimming rafts for invasive 
species, as they bring those 

items in for the winter.  State 
law requires people to clean 

animal-and-plant material from 
their boats and other water 

items, before they transport 

them to other places or bodies 
of water.  The goal is to slow 

the spread of the fish-killing V-
H-S virus and other invasive 

species.   
 

 
Wabeno man changes plea News 10/17/14 12p,5p 1:30 

A Wisconsin man now claims 

he was insane when he 
allegedly helped attack a man, 

and left him in the woods 
assuming that wolves would 

maul him. Forty-five year old 
Raymond Jones of Wabeno 

changed his earlier innocent 
pleas yesterday.  He's now 

pleading innocent-by-insanity 

to eight Forest County charges 
that include attempted 

homicide, false imprisonment, 



kidnapping, and aggravated 

battery.   Four people are 
accused of attacking a 40-

year-old man in March at a 
home in Wabeno, apparently 

because they thought he 
inappropriately touched a child. 

 Authorities said the victim was 
left to die in the woods near 

Crandon, and he was later 
found near death with two 

broken ribs, a broken jaw, and 
a frozen foot.  Two other 

defendants in the case have 
taken plea deals.  Justin Bey 

has also pleaded insanity. The 

status of his case will be 
reviewed on November 11th. 

 
Wisconsin voters will get their 

second-and-last chance to 
compare the two major 

candidates for governor 
tonight.  Republican incumbent 

Scott Walker and Democrat 
Mary Burke will debate each 

other in Milwaukee.  The one-
hour debate begins at seven 

o'clock, and will be broadcast 
on T-V and radio stations 

statewide.   

  
If you get an automated phone 

call that says you'll need a 
photo I-D to vote, ignore it.  A 



Milwaukee television station 

said the Milwaukee Election 
Commission gave out a script 

to community groups to help 
remind people that the state's 

voter I-D requirement was 
back in place.  Those scripts 

went out before the U-S 
Supreme Court put the I-D law 

on hold last Thursday night, 
saying it would not be in effect 

at least for the November 
fourth elections.  Nobody 

canceled the robo-calls after 
that ruling came down.    
 

 
Wolf hunting season over News 10/20/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Just days after it started, the 

state’s wolf hunting season 

is over in much of 

northeastern Wisconsin.  The 

DNR closed Zone 2 of the 

hunt on Saturday, after 12 

wolves were taken by 

hunters and trappers in the 

area.  Zone 2 includes all of 

Vilas and Oneida counties, 

and large portions of 

Marinette, Oconto, Forest, 

and Lincoln counties.  

Five other zones still remain 

open in the state. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/hunt/wolf.html


Northern Wisconsin doesn’t 

exist if you listened to the 

final debate between 

Governor Scott Walker and 

Republican challenger 

Mary Burke.  The two 

candidates fielded 

questions about jobs 

numbers, the state budget, 

education costs, taxes, the 

Kenosha casino, the 

economy, and whether to 

criminalize first offense 

drunk driving.  The city of 

Milwaukee got a lot of 

attention, with questions 

about central city violence, 

unemployment among 

African Americans and an 

arena for the Milwaukee 

Bucks.  Nothing came up 

north of Madison. Walker 

and Burke continue to say a 

win in this hotly-contested 

race will depend largely on 

voter turn-out.  

Wisconsin residents can 

start heading to their local 



clerks' offices beginning 

today to vote in the Nov. 4 

election.  It runs through the 

31st.  Municipal clerks can 

set their own hours and 

State election officials say 

voters should check with 

their local clerks for hours.  

The two weeks of voting 

give both Democrats and 

Republicans a chance to 

get more supporters to the 

polls in an attempt to swing 

a tight race between GOP 

Gov. Scott Walker and 

Democratic challenger 

Mary Burke.  The latest 

Marquette University Law 

Poll still has them even with 

two weeks to go. 
 

 
Early voting started today News 10/20/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Early voting startedtoday at 

municipal clerks' offices 

throughout Wisconsin. 

Republicans trimmed it 

down this year, to prevent 

the state's predominantly-

Democratic big cities from 

voting during the hours that 

clerks in smaller G-O-P 



areas don't have the 

resources to run.  Still, early 

absentee voting gives 

parties a chance to rally 

their supporters, and get 

votes in the can for 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker and his Democratic 

challenger Mary Burke. 

 Democrats plan to take 

whatever advantage they 

can, as the latest 

Marquette Law School poll 

had Burke and Walker tied 

at 47-percent.   Clerks' 

offices can hand out ballots 

from 8 a-m to 7 p-m on 

weekdays until the Friday 

before Election Day. 

Shawano County 

authorities continue to 

investigate a weekend 

crash in which a vehicle 

slammed into a house, 

killing a 22-year-old Tony 

Modrzejewski (mod-rah-

sheff'-skee) of.  A 21-year-

old passenger from 

Wittenberg was flown to a 



hospital.  There was no 

immediate word on that 

person's condition.  Three 

people were in the house 

when it was struck early 

Saturday morning on 

Highway 45, just north of 

Birnamwood. None of the 

residents were hurt. 

Five-generation families are 

not all that common in 

Wisconsin -- so a sixth 

generation is really a big 

deal.  Yesterday in 

Rhinelander, 100-year-old 

Bea Kofler met her great-

great-great grandson for 

the first time.  Nine-day-old 

Mason Borowski made his 

first visit to the senior living 

center where Kofler now 

resides.  She grew up in 

Milwaukee and moved 

later to Rhinelander.  She 

has written two books but 

says her biggest thrill is to 

see all of her family 

together. 
 

 News 10/22/2014 6a,7a,8a 1:30 A 77-year old Florida man 



Float plane crash in Price 
Co.  

escaped the crash of his 

float plane yesterday in 

Price County.  The sheriff’s 

department reports the 

unidentified pilot tried to 

land on Big Dardis Lake just 

northeast of Phillips around 

4:00 when it hit the water 

the flipped.  A resident 

canoed out to the plane, 

rescuing the man and his 

dog, both unhurt.   

A deadly crash in Shawano 

County late yesterday 

afternoon killed three 

teenagers.  The sheriff’s 

office there hasn’t released 

all the information yet but 

said a vehicle was heading 

north on Hwy 22 near 

Friendship Road when it lost 

control, hitting a 

southbound SUV.  Two men, 

aged 17 and 18 from 

Shawano and a 15 year old 

girl from Bonduel died in the 

accident.  The highway was 

closed several hours 

following the crash.    



The Milwaukee County 

executive’s office released 

another wave of 

documents yesterday, 

seized during a John Doe 

investigation that resulted in 

the convictions of six 

people tied to Governor 

Scott Walker when he was 

in charge of that office. The 

timing of the release of 

16,000 documents from the 

case is raising questions 

though, coming just two 

weeks before Walker faces 

a tough reelection fight 

against Democrat Mary 

Burke.  Walker released a 

statement yesterday 

morning, saying it’s clearly 

partisan politics at work.  

Four Merrill High School 

football players won’t make 

their first postseason game, 

suspended for what the 

school district calls 

possessing illegal 

substances.  The first game 



is Friday against Hortonville.  

Officials won’t comment 

further on the matter but 

did indicate the students 

admitted to the violation.   

 

Bill Clinton stumping for 
democratic candidates 
 News 10/22 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin is not the only 

place where Bill Clinton is 

helping Democratic 

candidates.  The former 

president and his wife Hillary 

are attending rallies and 

fund-raisers throughout the 

country -- many in states 

where President Obama 

hesitates to go because 

he's strongly unpopular.  Bill 

Clinton will appear at a 

Milwaukee rally on Friday 

for Democratic 

gubernatorial hopeful Mary 

Burke -- who's running 

dead-even with Governor 

Scott Walker.  The fall rush is 

also a chance for Hillary 

Clinton to increase her 

profile, as she considers a 

2016 presidential bid. 

A central Wisconsin man 



who's charged with the 

murder of his step-father is 

now accused of fighting 

with an inmate while in jail. 

 Thirty-three year old 

Andrew Pray of Plover 

made an appearance in 

Portage County Circuit 

Court this week on a new 

felony charge of battery-

by-prisoners.  Prosecutors 

said he elbowed another 

inmate in September, in an 

argument over what should 

be on T-V in the jail's 

common area.  A judge will 

decide November 10th if 

there's enough evidence to 

order a trial for that.  Pray 

has pleaded innocent, and 

innocent-by-insanity to a 

homicide charge in the 

death of 77-year-old 

Christopher Bonnstetter. 

Wisconsin's new county 

deer councils are about to 

announce their 

recommendations for how 

big their local herds should 



be.  Each group will soon 

unveil its initial proposal for 

a three-year objective for 

each county's deer 

population.  The public will 

then have a chance to 

comment on them until 

December fifth.  The 

councils will then finalize 

their recommendations, 

and the state Natural 

Resources Board is 

expected to act on them 

next February.   
 

 
Three teenagers killed in 
Shawano Co.   News 10/23/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Three teenagers killed in a 

head on collision in 

Shawano County late 

Tuesday afternoon have 

been identified as 18-year-

old Tyler Welch and 17-

year-old Cody Boersche, 

both of Shawano, and 15-

year-old Paige Brunette of 

Bonduel. The crash 

occurred on Highway 22 at 

Friendship Road southwest 

of Shawano. 

Grace Lodge, a long time 

assisted living facility in 



Rhinelander has new 

owners.  Dr. Cal Sprik, a 

partner in the Eye Clinic of 

Wausau and Susan Tobin, 

bringing in a wealth of 

community health care 

experience, take over at 

the end of the month.  

Owner Terry Friese said the 

new change will benefit the 

residents and employees.   

Democratic candidate for 

governor Mary Burke is 

getting some presidential 

help on the campaign trail. 

President Barack Obama 

will campaign with the 

Democratic nominee in 

Milwaukee Tuesday. A 

specific time and location 

for the event have not yet 

been announced. The 

president's appearance will 

come just a week before 

Election Day, as Burke 

prepares to face 

incumbent Republican 

Governor Scott Walker in a 



close race.  Former 

President Bill Clinton is also 

scheduled to campaign for 

her during a rally tomorrow. 

The Apostle Islands National 

Lakeshore may start 

charging a fee to visit the 

ice caves this winter, if 

they’re accessible again.  

According to the park, 

more than 138,000 people 

visited the caves over the 

course of 10 weeks in 2014. 

The park is considering a $5 

fee for visitors 12 and up in 

2015. They said it will cover 

the majority of the cost of 

staffing the event. 

 

 
Delavan man in jail News 10/23/14 12p,5p  

A Delavan man is in the 

Oneida County Jail, facing 

charges of reckless and 

inattentive driving and 

negligent operation of a 

vehicle when he struck a 

bicyclist early this morning 

south of Minocqua.  28-year 

old Adam Lynch was 



driving a commercial 

vehicle when he struck and 

killed 55-year old Robin 

Kuzel of Minocqua just 

before 3:00 on Hwy 51 

south.  Additional details 

are not yet available. 

Wisconsin wolf hunters have 

taken almost two-thirds of 

their quota for a season 

that's only eight days old. 

 The D-N-R said 98 wolves 

have been shot-and-

trapped since last 

Wednesday.  That means 

only 52 wolves are still 

available. This season's 

quota is about 100 wolves 

smaller than in 2013, due to 

a 25-percent drop in the 

state's wolf population from 

the year before.  D-N-R 

officials say many of the 11-

hundred licensed wolf 

hunters realize the season 

could be extremely short 

this year -- so they've been 

more active in the early 

going. Four of the six 



hunting zones are already 

closed.  The only ones still 

open are Zone-Three in 

northwest Wisconsin, and 

Zone-Six in the lower three-

fourths of the state. 

With a deadline of 

tomorrow, Wisconsin has 

not applied for up to 60-

million federal dollars to 

help pre-school programs 

help vulnerable kids in 

places with high needs. 

 The state's three U-S House 

Democrats wrote to 

Governor Scott Walker 15 

days ago, urging him to 

apply.  The Republican 

Walker deferred to the 

state's education and 

children-and-families' 

agencies who said in mid-

September they had 

"capacity challenges" in 

preparing another large 

application for an early 

childhood grant in addition 

to its federal Race-to-the-

Top grant. 
 



 
Rhinelander man back in jail  News 10/24/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two weeks ago 32-year old 

Albert Chagnon was 

released into Oneida 

County on probation as a 

registered sex offender.  

That lasted a day.  Now 

he’s back in jail after a 

booklet was found 

containing the photos of 

more than 250 young girls.  

The sheriff’s department 

reports the Rhinelander 

man saved the pictures 

from a local paper and had 

pornographic material 

written next to them.  The 

matter is being investigated 

by Oshkosh police because 

the booklet was discovered 

while Chagnon was in state 

prison there. 

The majority of students 

receiving a taxpayer-

subsidized voucher to 

attend private school this 

year did not go to a public 

school last year.  Figures 

from the state Department 



of Public Instruction show 

just under 20 percent of 

those receiving a voucher 

came from a public school.  

The program is touted by 

supporters as a way to help 

students escape poorly 

performing public schools.  

But the numbers show most 

students were already in 

private school before they 

got the voucher, fueling 

arguments from opponents 

the program is really about 

subsidizing private school 

education. 

There are now four write-in 

candidates for governor in 

the November election as 

state Representative Brett 

Hulsey’s back into the race.  

The Madison Democrat was 

soundly beaten by Mary 

Burke in the primary but 

says the longer the 

campaign goes on, the 

more he sees a need for 

change in Wisconsin.  

http://www.wsaw.com/home/headlines/Most-Voucher-Students-Came-from-Private-Schools-280229712.html


Asked about muddying the 

water in a tight race 

between Burke and 

incumbent Republican 

Scott Walker, Hulsey said it’s 

not his goal to hurt her 

campaign and if that 

happens toward the end, 

he’d pull out as a 

candidate. 

 

Abbotsford man in Marathon 
Co. court  
 News 10/24/2014 12p,5p 1:30 

A former Abbotsford High 

School teacher who's 

awaiting a sexual assault 

trial in Clark County 

appeared in court 

yesterday on two new 

charges in neighboring 

Marathon County. 

 Prosecutors said 26-year-

old Andy Follen was found 

to have sexual contact at 

his Spencer area home in 

January with one of the two 

17-year-old girls listed in his 

Clark County case.  He was 

freed on a signature bond 

on two Marathon County 

charges of sexual assault of 



a student by a school 

staffer. 

Wisconsin's largest airport is 

about to get a new de-

icing unit and a smoother 

runway.  The governor's 

office announced a 14-

million dollar project 

yesterday for Milwaukee's 

Mitchell International 

Airport.  D-O-T project 

manager Wendy 

Hottenstein says the new 

equipment will let airplanes 

de-ice themselves closer to 

their runways -- and it will 

have a more 

environmentally-friendly 

collection system.  She also 

says one of the runways has 

deteriorated, and will be re-

surfaced.  The project is 

supposed to begin soon, 

and be completed by next 

summer. 

President Obama plans to 

bring in some big money for 

the Democratic National 

Committee while he's in 



Milwaukee Tuesday.  The D-

N-C organized a fund-raiser 

at a downtown sushi bar 

and   donors will pay at 

least 16-thousand dollars 

each to share sushi with the 

president -- and they can 

co-host the event by giving 

just over 32-thousand 

dollars.  In an e-mail to 

potential donors, Lauren 

Durham of the D-N-C said it 

would be a one-hour "off-

the-record event with no 

more than 25 people." 

Obama is in the state to 

campaign for Democratic 

gubernatorial hopeful Mary 

Burke . 
 

 
Watersmeet man dies in 
plane crash News 10/27/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A 73-year old Watersmeet, 

Michigan man died in the 

crash of his light plane.  

Richard Schweitzer left the 

Land o’ Lakes airport Friday 

afternoon bound for 

Nebraska.  The wreckage 

was found by the Civil Air 

Patrol in a farm field near 

Eau Claire Saturday night.  



The Pierce County sheriff’s 

department reports the 

Federal Aviation 

Administration and National 

Transportation Safety Board 

are looking into the cause 

of the crash. 

 

A town of Crescent woman, 

reported missing Saturday 

night has been found safe.  

80-year old Carol Johnson 

suffers from dementia and 

according to the Oneida 

County sheriff’s office, 

walked away from her 

home near the intersection 

of South River and Fire 

Tower Roads.  She was 

found safe early Sunday 

morning.  Assisting deputies 

were fire departments from 

Crescent, Russell, Newbold, 

Pelican, Pine Lake, DNR, 

Little Rice Canteen, Spirit, 

Oneida County EMS and 

search and rescue dogs 

from Newbold and Plover. 

 



Gov. Scott Walker proudly 

defends his decision to 

reject hundreds of millions 

of federal dollars to pay for 

expanding Medicaid 

coverage.  But polls show 

most Wisconsin residents 

believe he made the wrong 

choice and his Democratic 

gubernatorial opponent 

Mary Burke decries the 

move as irresponsible.  How 

Walker approached 

Medicaid offers a clear 

contrast with Burke, who 

said she would undo 

Walker's policies and take 

the money.  The most 

recent Marquette University 

Law School poll showed the 

race in next week’s election 

is tied. That same poll 

showed 59 percent of likely 

voters would like the state 

to accept the federal 

Medicaid money, while 30 

percent agree with Walker 

in rejecting it. 



 

 
Wisconsin governors race to 
close to call News 10/27/14 12p,5p 1:30 

With eight days left, the 

race for Wisconsin governor 

is as close as it's been all 

year.  Ever since March, the 

Marquette Law School poll 

has shown both Republican 

Scott Walker and 

Democratic challenger 

Mary Burke have had 

roughly equal support. 

 That's been consistent, 

even when the vast 

majority of Wisconsinites 

had no idea who Burke 

was.  The Center for Public 

Integrity says Burke and her 

supporters have spent 

around eight-and-a-quarter 

million dollars on T-V in 

Wisconsin, while Walker and 

his supporters have spent 

close to seven-and-a-half 

million.  About three-fourths 

of all ads have attacked 

the other side. A recent 

Saint Norbert College-

Wisconsin Public Radio poll 

shows 61-percent of Burke 



voters support her because 

they don't like Walker's 

policies.  Many pundits 

have said next week's 

contest is mainly a 

referendum on Walker.   

A group trying to raise 

Wisconsin's minimum wage 

will file a lawsuit today. 

 Wisconsin Jobs Now wants 

a Dane County circuit 

judge to rule the current 

7.25-an-hour minimum is not 

a "living wage," as required 

by state law -- or at the very 

least, the group wants a full 

state investigation on 

whether 7.25 is enough to 

live on.  Last month, 

Wisconsin Jobs Now used a 

little-known provision in the 

law to either raise the 

minimum wage, or force 

the state to say why the 

current wage is adequate. 

Wisconsin's Army training 

base has gotten busier.  Fort 

McCoy near Sparta, trained 

145-thousand troops in the 



fiscal year ending 

September 30th.  That's 20-

thousand more than last 

year.  Officials say the 

increase is due to more 

frequent training for 

National Guard members.   
 

Property dispute 
 News 10/28/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A property dispute 

between the town of Stettin 

and 75-year old Roger 

Hoeppner resulted in what 

some are calling an 

overreaction.  The 

Marathon county sheriff’s 

department dispatched an 

armored vehicle and some 

two dozen officers to seize 

property the court ordered 

to take.  The happened 

October second.  The 

trouble involves a zoning 

feud over the clutter on the 

property and lawsuits.  He 

owes the town $86,000.  The 

home, just outside Wausau 

is used to repair pallets and 

work on antique tractors.  

Hoeppner was, according 

to deputies, aggressive 



when they arrived and he 

was arrested and cited for 

disorderly conduct.  He did 

pay the debt.   

The Rhinelander School 

District and Oneida County 

Sheriff’s office are 

investigating what they’re 

calling inappropriate use of 

technology and photo 

sharing between students 

using cell phones or other 

personal devices.  While the 

majority of the transmissions 

have been outside the 

school, they’re looking into 

matters taking place during 

the school day.  Authorities 

say students need to know 

the dangers of sharing this 

type of information on 

social media so 

consequences will go 

beyond a reprimand and 

they’ll be held 

accountable.  Even criminal 

charges if the investigation 

warrants it.   



 

The flu season has started 

and state health officials 

urge you to get a flu shot.  

So far elderly patients seem 

to be getting hit the 

hardest.  Since last week 

over 20 cases required 

hospitalization and the 

Wisconsin Dept of Health 

Services expects that 

number to go up as winter 

approaches. 

 

 
Power outages in parts of 
Wisconsin over night News 10/28/14 12p,5p 1:30 

With the governor's election 

just a week away, 

Democrat Mary Burke cast 

the only vote against a tax 

increase last night in her 

post on the Madison School 

Board.  The 6-to-1 vote 

approved a final budget for 

the state's second-largest 

school district.  The 342-

million dollar package will 

raise the district's property 

tax levy by four-point-two 

percent.  Burke also 



supported a one-percent 

pay hike for teachers and 

other employees -- along 

with higher co-payments for 

their health services.  In 

opposing the tax hike, Burke 

said she could not support 

a tax hike for people who 

are being "squeezed." 

 Republican Governor Scott 

Walker said yesterday Burke 

was putting politics ahead 

of principles.  He again 

noted she supported a five-

percent school tax hike in 

2012, before she started her 

campaign for governor. 

Burke told reporters last 

night Walker put Madison 

schools in a pinch by 

cutting state aid in 2012. 

Thousands in Wisconsin's 

mid-section lost their power 

last night, after some rare 

late October thunderstorms 

moved through the region. 

U-W Stevens Point students 

tweeted about having no 

electricity -- and they tried 



finishing their homework on 

smart-phones before their 

batteries went dead.  Up to 

41-hundred Wisconsin 

Public Service customers in 

Stevens Point were in the 

dark for a time -- as well as 

624 in Junction City, plus 

scattered customers as far 

east as Green Bay. The 

northeast had some wicked 

hail after midnight, with 

minor house damage. 

 Peshtigo had golf-ball-sized 

hail up to three-inches 

deep for eight minutes 

straight.  A rain/snow mix 

returns to the north tonight. 
 

 
Merrill man back in court News 10/29/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

In April, 50-year old Mark 

Bucki of Merrill was 

convicted of murdering his 

wife, Anita over a year ago 

and hiding her body.  He 

was sentenced to more 

than 30-years in prison and 

he’s now appealing the 

conviction.  His attorneys 

filed a notice of appeal at 

his sentencing in July.  



There’s no word yet as to 

when the hearing would be 

scheduled. 

Wausau police have a man 

in custody following a 

stabbing last night at a 

home on Townline Road.  

An argument allegedly 

prompted the incident 

between two relatives.  The 

victim is hospitalized with 

non-life threatening injuries.   

The Conover Town Board 

meets tonight on the future 

of a recreation trail.  Several 

years ago the town 

received over $600,000 in a 

grant to build the trail for 

hiking, biking and 

snowmobiles in the winter.  

But Vilas County also 

wanted ATV access, 

something the grant 

excluded.  That’s the 

problem and Conover may 

end up losing what could 

be a major link to the trail 

network in the North, in 



addition to paying back 

the money.   

Last year was one of the 

coldest winters Wisconsin 

has seen in decades and 

officials with Focus on 

Energy, Wisconsin’s 

statewide program for 

energy efficiency and 

renewable energy 

encourages people to 

check their heating systems 

now.   Regularly changing 

the filter can make a big 

difference and keeping 

thermostats at a nominal 

setting can reduce heating 

bills. The Focus on Energy 

program offers incentives all 

year round to residential 

and business customers 

who make efficiency 

upgrades with the goal of 

conserving energy and 

reducing utility bills.   

 

 
Teenager to get more time to 
work out a plea deal  News 10/29/14 12p,5p 1:30 

A teenager accused of 

causing a traffic death in 

https://focusonenergy.com/
https://focusonenergy.com/


near Crandon will get more 

time to work out a plea 

deal.  At a pre-trial 

conference yesterday, a 

Forest County judge was 

told a resolution was not 

imminent in the case of 18-

year-old Austin Ginter.  He 

has pleaded innocent to 

counts of reckless homicide 

and reckless injury for a 

one-vehicle crash July 13th 

on Old Eight Road near 

Crandon.  Fifteen-year-old 

Chance Harcus was killed in 

the mishap, and a 16-year-

old girl was injured along 

with Ginter.  The State Patrol 

estimated Ginter was 

driving over 120 miles an 

hour before the vehicle 

slammed into several trees. 

 He's free on bond, with 

another pre-trial 

conference set for January 

27th.  

The two candidates for 

Wisconsin attorney general 

debate each other for a 



third-and-final time tonight. 

 Republican Brad Schimel 

and Democrat Susan Happ 

take part in a forum in 

Madison, and scheduled to 

be televised three times on 

Sunday in the Madison and 

La Crosse areas.  A 

Marquette Law School poll 

from two weeks ago 

showed Happ and Schimel 

were tied among likely 

voters.  The final Marquette 

pre-election poll is due out 

this afternoon.   

A Boy Scout council for 

north central Wisconsin 

received a three-million-

dollar donation to send 

under-privileged children to 

summer camp.  Chicago 

real estate executive Albert 

Hanna gave the gift to the 

Samoset Council, which is 

based near Wausau.  The 

council announced the 

donation yesterday.  It said 

Hanna was a camper and 

a staffer at the council's 



Camp Tesomas near 

Rhinelander -- and he 

wanted under-privileged 

youngsters to experience 

the place. 
 

Gov. Walker has slight lead 
going into elections  
 News 10/30/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The final Marquette 

University Law School poll in 

the governor’s race has 

Republican Scott Walker 

with a seven point 

advantage over Democrat 

Mary Burke.  That’s among 

likely voters.  Registered 

voters only have Walker at 

a one point advantage.  

The Burke campaign 

maintains the race is too 

close to call while Walker’s 

group says the only poll that 

matters is on Tuesday. 

School districts keep going 

back to referendum to 

survive in this economy.  

White Lake’s an example, 

losing hundreds of 

thousands of dollars in state 

aid each year.  Last spring 

two votes turned back 

asking for more funding.  



Tuesday, they’re asking 

again, seeking to exceed 

revenue limits by $250,000.  

Administration has been 

trimming everything over 

the years to maintain the 

budget, even to the point 

of cutting the number of 

garbage containers.  All 

that’s left now they say, is 

eliminating programs.   

Yesterday we told about 

Conover’s dilemma of 

possibly losing a part of a 

planned recreation trail, 

linking to a network in 

eastern Vilas county.  It’s still 

a problem since the town 

board last night postponed 

any decisions until next 

week to review alternatives.  

In 2010 the town received 

over $600,000 in grant 

money for the trail to 

accommodate hikers, 

bikers and snowmobiles in 

the winter.  Not ATV’s.  But 

since that time the county 

and area businesses 



supported ATV use, which 

would jeopardize the 

project.  The town would 

have to refund the money if 

it backs out or they could 

go as planned or find 

another way to allow 

mixing silent and motor 

sports.   
 

 
Ebola education is on the 
rise News 10/30/14 12p,5p 1:30 

It's not just the state and 

federal governments 

preparing to deal with the 

deadly Ebola virus.  One of 

Wisconsin's largest medical 

communities ran a 

coordinated exercise of its 

own yesterday, aimed at 

protecting emergency 

personnel from the Ebola 

patients they deal with. 

 Ministry Saint Joseph's 

Hospital of Marshfield 

hosted the training with 

members of the city's police 

and fire departments. 

Ministry's Ted Ryan said 

crews went through the 

proper procedures for 

encapsulating an 



ambulance, donning the 

right protective equipment, 

loading patients, and 

getting into the emergency 

room.  State officials have 

said the risk of an Ebola 

case here is very slim.   

An armed standoff with 

police ended with an 

exchange of gunfire that 

injured a 22-year-old 

woman.  Douglas County 

sheriff's deputies said the 

woman pulled a gun on her 

mother during an argument 

yesterday afternoon in a 

home at Lake Nebagamon. 

 The mother got away and 

called 9-1-1.  When officers 

arrived, they said the 

woman opened fire.  They 

retreated and were able to 

reach the suspect by 

phone.  Soon afterward, 

she reportedly started 

shooting again from a 

second-floor window.  The 

deputies shot back and 

struck her right hip.  That 



apparently convinced her 

to surrender. 

With the bow-and-arrow 

deer season underway, the 

D-N-R encourages hunters 

to learn and follow the new 

boundaries for deer 

management units. They 

follow county lines, instead 

of roads and waterways as 

in the past.  As a result, the 

numbers of units dropped 

this year from 134 to 72. 

  The archery season began 

earlier this month.  The nine-

day gun season begins on 

the Saturday before 

Thanksgiving. 
 

 
Snow in northern Wisconsin News 10/31/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Northern Wisconsin woke up 

to several inches of new 

snow, below normal 

temperatures and wind 

gusts over 40 mph this 

morning.  It all added up to 

slippery roads as well on this 

Halloween.  The earlier rains 

froze to the pavement as 

the mercury dropped well 

below freezing overnight.  A 



two – to- four inch blanket 

of snow stretched from 

Ashland to Marinette and 

covered most of the UP.  

Wind chills this morning put 

temperatures in the single 

digits.  County plows were 

out early already salting the 

main roads but it is slow 

going in some locations.   

After being convicted of 

killing his wife last August, 

47-year old William Rambo 

was sentenced to 25 years 

in prison yesterday.  Court 

records indicate the Price 

County man was drunk 

when he stabbed his wife 

Dawn several times during 

an argument at their home 

in Park Falls.  She died a 

short time later at the 

hospital.   

A new state law puts limits 

on how law enforcement 

can use unmanned sky 

cameras to watch over the 

rest of us. But Chippewa 



County sheriff’s officials say 

there are still a lot of useful-

and-legal applications for 

the new drone unveiled 

yesterday.  The department 

paid $1700 for a new 

Phantom-2-Vision camera, 

but it won’t go up in the air 

for at least another month 

while a policy for its usage is 

set-and-approved. In April, 

Governor Scott Walker 

signed a law prohibiting 

Wisconsin law enforcement 

from using drones to obtain 

evidence without warrants.  

The Milwaukee Bucks have 

until 11 o'clock tonight to 

either sign starting point 

guard Brandon Knight, or let 

him become a restricted 

free agent next summer. 

 

 
Cold night for trick or treaters  News 10/31/14 12p,5p 1:30 

The coldest night of the 

season will not make 

Halloween trick-or-treaters 

happy.   Wind-chill factors 

will drop into single digits in 



some places today, with 

gusts of up to 45-miles-an-

hour.   Meanwhile, ghosts-

and-goblins in northern 

Wisconsin will have to 

trudge through snow-and-

slush.  Four-and-a-half 

inches of the white stuff 

were on the ground at Lake 

Tomahawk this morning, 

nearly 8” in Presque Isle. 

 The snowfall went as far 

south as Wausau, which 

had about one-and-a-half 

inches. 

The lawyer for a Wausau 

area man says he'll fight a 

new disorderly conduct 

ticket stemming from an 

October second incident in 

which authorities sent an 

armored vehicle to enforce 

an $80,000 civil judgment. 

 Seventy-five year old Roger 

Hoeppner told a reporter 

he received the ticket in 

the mail just yesterday, 

even though it indicates he 

was served on Sunday.  His 



attorney said he didn't 

know about the ticket until 

reporters told him about it 

and he planned to ask a 

judge to dismiss it for what 

he called "vindictive or 

retaliatory prosecution." 

 Hoeppner has had an 

occasionally-tense dispute 

for years with the Marathon 

County town of Stettin 

(steh-teen') over the 

presence of pallets and old 

tractors on his property.   

 Today marks the final day 

that voters can cast an 

absentee ballot in person 

for next Tuesday's election. 

Early voting hours in local 

municipal clerk’s offices 

end today at 5 p.m. or at 

the close of business, 

whichever is later. The state 

Government Accountability 

Board says hours will vary, 

but you will not be able to 

cast a ballot any later than 

7 p.m. 
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Early ballots cast in state 
elections  News  11/3/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Nearly a quarter million 

ballots were cast as the 

early voting in Wisconsin 

closed last week.  State 

election officials said 

they’ve passed the 

numbers for the 2012 recall 

election.  We’re also on a 

pace to set a November 

record according to the 

Government Accountability 

Board as they project a 57% 

voter turnout tomorrow.  

Historically the highest was 

52.4% back in 1962.   

Both candidates for 

Governor made a swing 

north as the race winds 

down.  Governor Scott 

Walker was in Rhinelander 

Friday with New Jersey 

Governor Chris Christie and 



his challenger Mary Burke 

stopped in Saturday.  Both 

messages were the same as 

they urged people to vote 

tomorrow. 

A family disturbance led to 

a shooting in Marathon 

county yesterday 

afternoon.  The Sheriff’s 

Department confirms one 

person is being treated for 

a non-life threatening 

wound.  The incident 

occurred just after 4:00 at a 

home in the town of 

Frankfort.   

Several central Wisconsin 

fire departments responded 

to a call early yesterday 

morning.  Neighbors 

reported the blaze on River 

Road in Ringle about 6:30.  

The house was fully involved 

when firefighters arrived.  

No one was home at the 

time but the family dog 

perished in the fire.  The 

cause has yet to be 



determined. 

The first sounds of the 

holiday season begin this 

weekend as the 

Rhinelander Salvation Army 

begins its 2014 Kettle 

Campaign.  Last year over 

$29-thousand dollars was 

raised, providing assistance 

to more than 355 adults 

and children.  There’s a 

$35,000 goal this year and if 

you can help, drop an 

email to 

rhinelandersa@gmail.com 

 

  
Fire at town of Scott barn News 11/4/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Damage is estimated near 

three-quarters of a million 

dollars from an early 

morning fire that destroyed 

a milking barn at the 

Golden Dawn Farm in the 

town of Scott, just west of 

Merrill.  Neighbors reported 

the fire on Joe Snow Road 

just before 6 yesterday 

morning.  Some cows 

perished in the blaze when 



a hay loft collapsed, but it’s 

unknown how many.  

Several other nearby 

buildings, including the 

house and garage were 

saved.  Firefighters believe 

a woodburner may be the 

cause.     

Another fire early yesterday 

destroyed a Northern 

Wisconsin landmark.  The 

original Famous Dave’s, the 

first location for the 

successful BBQ Restaurant 

chain in Hayward on Round 

Lake burned to the ground.  

911 calls began coming in 

to dispatchers around 4:30.  

When firefighters arrived 

flames were already 

shooting through the 

building.  Owner Dave 

Anderson said they will 

rebuild.   The restaurant 

opened in 1994 and has 

since expanded to 

locations in 34 states, Puerto 

Rico, and one Canadian 



province. 

The US Postal Service is 

investigating how hundreds 

of campaign-related 

mailers backing Republican 

candidates were found in a 

dumpster in Neenah last 

week.  The mailers, 

supporting GOP candidates 

in the 6th Congressional, 55th 

State Assembly and 19th 

State Senate districts, had 

paid postage on them and 

were to be delivered last 

Thursday.  They were 

recovered and delivered 

Friday.  Authorities are 

looking into allegations a 

letter carrier put them 

there. At this time, the 

agency says they do not 

believe politics was behind 

the move. 

And in sports, the Green 

Bay Packers announced 

the signing of head coach 

Mike McCarthy to a new 

multi-year contract. 
 



 Elections today 
 News 11/4/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Two and a half million 

Wisconsinites are expected 

to vote today and at least 

11-1/2% of those already 

have their ballots in.  Over 

216-thousand early and 

absentee ballots were 

returned to municipalities, a 

number easily surpassing 

the total for the 2012 

governor’s recall.  Officials 

say today’s total turnout will 

be a record.  Meanwhile 

the two main candidates 

for governor are making 

final pitches to voters and 

Wausau is among the 

places both Republican 

Scott Walker and Democrat 

Mary Burke are stopping.  

Polls are open until 8:00 

tonight. 

A Wausau area man has 

been sentenced to three 

months in jail for running a 

cock-fighting and illegal 

gambling ring.  Thirty-five 

year old Bee Her must also 

spend four years on 



probation, after he struck a 

plea deal to a host of 

Marathon County charges. 

 Her pleaded no contest to 

running a cock-fighting 

operation, being a party to 

mistreating animals and 

operating illegal gambling 

machines. Six other charges 

were dropped in the plea 

deal.  Her was arrested 

earlier this year, after police 

said they were tipped off 

about criminal activities at 

his pool hall in Schofield. 

Wisconsin gasoline prices 

continue to inch 

downward.  The Triple-"A" 

said the average statewide 

price was 3.03-a-gallon this 

morning for regular 

unleaded.  That's a half-

cent cheaper than 

yesterday, four-and-a-half 

cents less than last week, 

30-cents cheaper than a 

month ago, and 19-cents 

less than a year ago.  In 

many places, fuel prices 



are at their lowest in four 

years.   The Wisconsin Triple-

"A" says you can expect 

gas to stay at-or-below its 

current level at least 

through next spring. 
 

  
Scott Walker wins re-election News 11/5/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 For the third time in four 

years, Governor Scott 

Walker wins an election, 

beating back a challenge 

from Democrat Mary Burke 

with 52% of the vote.  The 

win also keeps Walker in the 

mix for a potential 2016 

GOP presidential bid. 

Waukesha County District 

Attorney Brad Schimel will 

be Wisconsin's next attorney 

general. The veteran 

prosecutor defeated 

Jefferson County District 

Attorney Susan Happ to win 

the job being vacated by 

Republican attorney 

general, J.B. Van Hollen, in 

a race that drew the 

attention of many voters 

due to the number of 

negative television ads.   

http://www.wrn.com/2014/11/mary-burke-loses-her-bid-for-wisconsin-governor/


Democrat Doug LaFollette 

was re-elected Secretary of 

State, a post he’s held over 

30 years. 

Republican Matt Adamczyk 

won the treasurer’s race. 

Incumbent 7th district 

Republican Congressman 

Sean Duffy easily beat 

Ashland Democrat Kelly 

Westlund while in the 8th, 

Reid Ribble dropped a 

democratic challenge from 

Ron Gruett.   

Bill Greening is still the 

Langlade County Sheriff. 

The Transportation Fund 

Constitutional amendment 

passed by a wide margin. 

The White Lake school 

referendum failed again 

while in Florence, voters 

approved theirs.  And both 

the Lincoln and Oneida 

County referendums on 

Badger Care won support.   

It appears Republicans will 

control the state 



Legislature.  The GOP 

managed to claim multiple 

open seats in the Senate 

with a 19 seat majority while 

in the Assembly, 

Republicans were headed 

toward another session of 

holding at least 60 seats 

with two more possible. As 

of this morning, unofficial 

returns had Republican 

candidates with slight leads 

in the 51st and 85th 

Assembly districts, with 

recounts possible in those 

races. 

 

  
Voter turnout  for state 
election News 11/5/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 About 55 percent of 

Wisconsin's voting-age 

population cast ballots 

yesterday, the highest 

turnout in at least 60 years 

for a non-presidential year.  

With 99 percent of precincts 

reporting, just short of 2.4 

million people voted, giving 

Gov. Scott Walker a win 

over Democrat Mary Burke 

and Republican control of 



the state Legislature. 

 

While state and federal 

offices were being filled 

yesterday, so were tribal 

positions for the Mole Lake 

Band of Chippewa.  

Incumbent chairman Chris 

McGeshick was re-elected, 

in fact all incumbents were 

returned to office with Arlyn 

Ackley, Jr as vice chair, 

Myra Van Zile, secretary, 

Victoria Ackley treasurer 

and council members 

Clinton Fox and James 

Polar.   

Meanwhile another band, 

the lac Courte Oreille in 

Sawyer County, is in trouble 

for reportedly offering free 

food and prizes to those 

who voted yesterday.  It’s 

against the law to offer 

anything of value in 

exchange for a vote.  The 

DA’s office hasn’t said yet if 

they’re checking for 

possible state election law 



violations.  Published reports 

show the tribe was working 

to remove Governor Scott 

Walker for his support of the 

proposed Gogebic 

Taconite mine project. 

A Merrill woman will spend 

seven years in prison for 

killing two friends in a drunk 

driving crash.  Ashley 

Baumann was sentenced 

yesterday, after a jury found 

her guilty of seven felony 

charges in a June 2012 

mishap that killed Jessica 

Hartwig and Misty Glisch. 

 Investigators said Baumann 

was driving about 100-miles-

an-hour when she flipped 

her vehicle - and her blood 

alcohol level was still almost 

twice legal minimum about 

four hours after the crash. 
 

  
Rhinelander H.S., students 
involved in sexting scandle News 11/6/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 More than 35 students at 

Rhinelander High School 

are suspects in a sexting 

scandal as authorities 

continue their 

investigations.  Lt. Terri Hook 



of the Oneida Country 

Sheriff’s Department says it 

could be considered child 

pornography because most 

of the students are under 

age.  Some have already 

been suspended.  The 

school district is also 

involved as some of the 

nude photos were allegedly 

shared during class time.  In 

the course of this 

investigation it was 

discovered several football 

players could face criminal 

charges for drug use.  Five 

varsity players have been 

suspended, believed to 

have taken Oxycontin.  

Superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

said the district is being 

proactive in the 

investigations and want to 

better educate students 

about online safety and the 

dangers of drugs.   

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office is looking for a town 

of Rock Falls man, missing 



since the end of October.  

51-year old Jeffrey Maruska 

didn’t show up for work at 

Badger Evergreen outside 

of Merrill October 27th and 

his family reported him 

missing.  Personal items 

including his vehicle were 

found at his home.  He does 

have some health problems 

and family members are 

concerned.  If you know or 

have seen him you’re 

asked to contact the 

Sheriff’s Office.   

The election is over, but 

there could be recounts in 

two Wisconsin Assembly 

districts.  Preliminary results 

from Tuesday’s election 

show Republican Dave 

Heaton leading 

Democratic incumbent 

state Representative 

Mandy Wright by 86 votes in 

the 85th District in Marathon 

County.  And Republican 

Todd Novak was leading 

Democrat Dick Cates by 59 



votes in the 51st District in 

southwestern Wisconsin.  
 

  
Merrill woman charged in 
scam  News  11/6/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 With the Iowa caucuses 14 

months away, Governor 

Scott Walker and Janesville 

Congressman Paul Ryan 

don't have much more time 

to sit on the presidential 

fence.  A national 

Republican official warned 

yesterday G-O-P White 

House candidates only 

have about three months 

to get in gear -- because 

they'll all be going after the 

same national donors and 

support networks. Walker 

punctuated his potential 

White House bid by winning 

re-election on Tuesday -- 

and then using his 

acceptance speech to 

mention America's 

challenges more than 

Wisconsin's.  Former 

Governor Tommy 

Thompson, who ran for 

president a few years ago, 

says Walker and Ryan owe 



it to themselves to try.   

A Merrill woman will spend 

a year on probation and 

five days in jail for faking 

lung cancer to convince 

people to give her money. 

 Twenty-year-old Celina 

Winchell was originally 

charged in Lincoln County 

with 16 counts of theft-by-

fraud, violating a lease, and 

obstructing authorities. 

 Yesterday, she pleaded 

guilty to one theft charge 

plus obstruction.  The other 

16 counts were dropped in 

a plea deal.  Authorities 

said Winchell and her father 

Edmund arranged to have 

donation jars placed at 16 

Merrill area businesses.  An 

elaborate social media 

campaign noted that 

Celine had third-stage lung 

cancer.   

The Powerball jackpot is 

above 200-million dollars for 

the first time since 

September 24th.  It's 203-



million for Saturday night, 

after nobody won the top 

prize last night.  In Mega 

Millions, the jackpot returns 

to 15-million dollars for 

tomorrow night.  That was 

after a player in 

Schenectady New York 

won a 326-million dollar 

prize Tuesday night. 
 

  
Child killed in Milwaukee News 11/7/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A five-year-old girl was sitting 

on her grandfather's lap when 
she was killed by a bullet that 

pierced into her family's house. 

 It happened on Milwaukee's 
northwest side around 6:20 

last evening.  Police Chief Ed 
Flynn said two people 

approached the house and 
fired numerous shots.  One 

bullet drove through a wall and 
struck the five-year-old in the 

head.  The young victim was 
taken to a hospital with critical 

head injuries, and died later in 
the evening. Flynn said he 

could think of no "conceivable" 
reason for the shootings in 

what he called a "stable 

working-class neighborhood 
where everybody is trying to 

do the right thing."  



 

The parent company of 
Wisconsin Power-and-Light 

wants to build a new natural 
gas-fired power plant just 

north of Beloit.  Alliant Energy 
said yesterday it would ask 

state regulators for approval to 
build a 650-megawatt facility 

on the site of its existing 
Riverside Energy gas-fired 

plant in the town of Beloit. The 
firm also plans to shut down 

coal-burning boilers at its 
Sheboygan plant.  Alliant 

hopes to start construction of 

the new Beloit plant in 2016, 
with an opening in 2019.   

  
October had its second-fewest 

traffic deaths in Wisconsin 
since the mid-1940's. 

According to preliminary 
numbers from the D-O-T, 42 

people were killed in state 
traffic crashes last month. 

 That's eight less than last 
October, and nine fewer than 

the average for the past five 
years.   

  

And next week is ‘Winter 
Awareness Week’ in Wisconsin. 

State agencies remind 
residents to get prepared for 



upcoming winter driving 

conditions. They stress that 
you make sure you have an 

emergency supply kit in your 
car. Tips on how to put 

together that kit are on the 
‘Ready Wisconsin’ website. 
 

 
News on the Rhinelander H. 
S. sexting  case News  11/7/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Officials in Rhinelander are 
bringing in a state Justice 

agent to alert both students 
and parents to the dangers of 

‘sexting’.  Ten Rhinelander 
students were recently 

suspended for sexting on 
school grounds during school 

hours. But Superintendent Kelli 

Jacobi says the problem is 
larger than that. Special 

Justice Department agent Eric 
Szatkowski (zat-cow'-skee) is 

part of the state's Internet 
Crimes Against Children Task 

Force.  He'll be in Rhinelander 
on Tuesday for presentations 

to students and adults about 
the risks involved in sharing 

digital information, and the 
dangers of online predators.  

 
Governor Scott Walker says 

he's committed to supporting 

Wisconsin's 16 technical 
colleges, to make sure they 

can provide well-trained 



employees that businesses 

need.  The Republican Walker 
visited five tech schools 

yesterday, including the ones 
in Milwaukee and Madison. 

 Walker said businesses need 
to have the "certainty" of 

knowing they can find a 
"steady supply of well-trained, 

well-prepared potential 
employees."  The governor 

said Wisconsin tech schools are 
doing what he called a 

"tremendously positive job" of 
that.   

  

A state panel agrees that 
customers who don't use much 

electricity should pay more to 
help maintain power lines and 

poles.  On a 2-to-1 vote 
yesterday, the state Public 

Service Commission approved 
an increase of nine-dollars a 

month in the fixed charges 
paid by W-P-S customers in 

north central and northeast 
Wisconsin.  That's six-dollars 

less than the 15-dollar jump 
the Green Bay utility had asked 

for.  The commission also 

voted to reduce W-P-S usage 
rates by two cents per kilowatt 

hour.  Together, the agency 
says it will mean an average 



monthly rate hike of three-

percent for almost 450-
thousand Public Service 

customers. Opponents say 
they're being punished for 

doing what the government 
and utilities have encouraged 

them to do -- save energy.   
 

  
Wisconsin bracing for a 
major storm News 11/10/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Wisconsin is bracing for the 

first major storm of the 

season with as much as 16-

inches of wet, heavy snow 

forecast.  The snow is 

already moving into the 

listening area from the west 

and will be heavy at times 

this afternoon well into 

tomorrow.  Sleet could mix 

in especially in areas from 

Wausau south.  Stay with 

this NRG media station for 

all the latest weather 

information. 

 

An armed robbery in 

Woodruff last night.  A man 

wearing a dark-colored 

mask held a gun to the 

clerk at the Krist gas station 

around 8:00 and 



demanded money.  He 

reportedly fled on foot.  

Police and the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department say he got 

away with an unknown 

amount of money.   

 

Over a dozen people will 

be cited for underage 

drinking and a 19 year old 

Tomahawk man was 

arrested late Friday night 

after Lincoln County 

deputies, acting on a tip, 

responded to a party at a 

barn in the town of Bradley.  

When contacted, the 

owners said no one should 

be there.  A group of 30 

people, aged 15 to 19, 

were allegedly drinking.  

The 19-year old is held on a 

probation violation.   

 

Lincoln County authorities 

also conducted an 

extensive air and ground 

search over the weekend 



for Jeffrey Maruska, the 

Rock Falls man missing since 

late October.  Assisted by 

aircraft from the State 

Patrol and members of the 

K-9 Emergency Response 

Team, nothing new was 

found.   

 

And in sports, behind six first 

half touchdowns from 

Aaron Rodgers, the Packers 

routed the Bears at 

Lambeau last night, 55-14.   
 

  
Woodruff police have man in 
custody in armed robbery 
case.  News 11/10/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The size of the weather 

system bearing down on 

Wisconsin will not only drop 

significant snow but 

temperatures to the single 

digits by the weekend.  

Several school districts in 

west and northwestern 

wisconsin closed in 

advance of the storm 

forecast to dump anywhere 

from 11-to-22 inches.  Winter 

storm warnings are in effect 

until 6 tomorrow night and 

this is the first winter public 



schools have more flexibility 

to deal with cancellations.  

Lawmakers earlier this year 

ended the 180-day 

requirement for school 

terms but schools must still 

follow their previous 

minimums for class time 

hours. 

Woodruff police have a 

suspect in custody following 

an armed robbery last night 

at the Krist gas station.  The 

lone gunman made off with 

an unknown amount of 

money around 8:00 last 

night and was later 

identified by a tip to 

authorities of a suspicious 

person at the 70 West 

Center.  Charges are 

pending. 

Today is the last day 

Wisconsin veterans and 

their families can fill out an 

online survey, to provide 

feedback on state-and-

federal benefits.  State 

Veterans' Affairs Secretary 



John (sco'-cuss) says the 

information will help his 

agency target programs, 

services, and benefits to 

those who need them. 

Governor Scott Walker went 

on N-B-C's "Meet the Press" 

yesterday, maintaining his 

national profile for a 

possible 2016 presidential 

run.  The Republican 

governor teetered again on 

whether he would serve his 

entire four-year term in. 

 Walker repeated his party 

needs to put up somebody 

outside of Washington, and 

he thought governors 

"make much better 

presidents than members of 

Congress."  He again cited 

Janesville House Budget 

Chairman Paul Ryan as the 

only exception to that.   
 

  
Storms across the state 
affect programs News 11/11/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Despite ample warning of 

the coming storm, dozens 

of accidents were reported 

across the north yesterday 

and authorities say 



conditions won’t change 

today.  Several more inches 

are forecast into tonight 

bringing storm totals over a 

foot in many locations north 

of Highway 8.  Some are 

already there.  Storm 

warnings continue until 6:00 

tonight.  Many schools 

across the North are closed 

and Veterans Day 

ceremonies rescheduled 

along with many other 

activities.  Check this 

station’s Website for all the 

latest information.  And 

snowmobilers are reminded 

the trail systems are 

nowhere near open yet 

and riders will be cited if 

using them.  If you have to 

travel, slow down and turn 

on the headlights.   

You expect to hear more 

about Common Core 

standards next year. The 

Wisconsin legislature took a 

bipartisan vote to adopt 



the educational standards 

for Math and English in 

2011, and they are now fully 

implemented in Wisconsin 

schools. But Republican 

lawmakers and Governor 

Scott Walker made 

Common Core a partisan 

issue, with Walker calling for 

repeal of the standards. 

Despite extensive public 

hearings, no votes were 

taken. 

Democrat Mary Burke 

doesn’t regret spending $5-

million of her own money in 

her attempt to unseat 

Governor Scott Walker.  She 

said that was a given to 

stay competitive in the 

race.  Burke also said she 

won’t run for the US Senate 

in two years or any other 

statewide office.  She is up 

for re-election to the 

Madison school board in 

spring and may seek a 

second term. 
 

http://www.wrn.com/2014/07/walker-calls-on-lawmakers-to-repeal-common-core/


  
Plea for public school state 
aid News 11/11/14  12p,5p 1:30 

 The head of the Wisconsin 

Senate's education 

committee says public 

schools will go backward if 

they don't get at least some 

increase in their state aid. 

However, the conservative 

Legislature can’t be 

expected to make any 

changes in the school 

funding formula over the 

next two years.  Yesterday, 

the Department of Public 

Instruction made a budget 

request for an additional 

613-million dollars in state 

school aid from mid-2015-

through-'17.  The D-P-I also 

wants to increase the state-

mandated school revenue 

limits by over 400-dollars a 

student, with automatic 

future increases for inflation. 

 That's means the prospect 

for higher local property 

taxes, at a time when 

majority Republicans have 

promised to keep reducing 

the combined state-and-



local tax burden. 

Keeping the lights on has 

not been a problem so far 

in northern Wisconsin, 

where up to 14-inches of 

snow and freezing rain fell 

since early yesterday.  The 

state's major utilities 

reported only a handful of 

outages early this morning. 

 Air travel has posed more 

of a problem  With nearly 

200 flights canceled at the 

Minneapolis-Saint Paul 

airport where many 

connections are made.  As 

for the snow, Glidden tallied 

the most with 14” already 

by 7:30 last night.   Parts of 

Vilas and Washburn 

counties also had a foot-or-

more.  The Rhinelander and 

Lakeland areas averaged 

over a foot as the north 

now gets ready for single 

digit temperatures through 

the weekend.   Central 

Wisconsin totals were 

generally less than four 



inches.  The winds will be 

the main problem today, 

gusting from the North at 

over 30-miles an hour. 
 

  
Heavy snow across the 
northern part of the state News 11/12/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 You only have to go back 

to November of 2005 for a 

snow comparable to what’s 

happened the last couple 

days across the North.  

Heavy, wet lake effect 

snow totaling 8-17” fell from 

Kingsford to Langlade to 

Hurley.  Four years earlier, SE 

Bayfield County tallied 20”.  

In 1975, the same storm that 

sunk the Edmund Fitzgerald 

dumped over 20”.  In 1943, 

10-18” fell statewide, 

blocking roads for several 

days.  This past storm is a 

record breaker, with over 

two feet recorded in some 

locations.  The average was 

about 14”.  Schools were 

closed from Merrill north but 

in Prentice it was a fire that 

still has the building empty.  

A student shoveling snow 

yesterday noticed smoke 



coming from a room and 

alerted authorities.  The 

blaze was contained to 

that area but smoke and 

water damage will keep 

students at home the rest of 

the week.  The cause is still 

unknown. 

State Representative 

Mandy Wright officially 

conceded the 85th 

Assembly District race.  The 

official canvass for the Nov. 

4th election was recently 

completed.  Republican 

Dave Heaton defeated the 

Wausau Democrat by 85 

votes after the official 

canvas was complete, 

according to the Marathon 

County clerk.  “Though the 

vote was extremely close, I 

believe that our poll 

workers, the County Clerk's 

staff, and all of those 

involved in making our 

democratic process 

successful, performed their 

duties seamlessly on 



November 4th,” Wright said 

in a news release.  She held 

the position for one term, 

after leaving her position as 

a teacher in the Wausau 

School District. 

 

  
Solar energy comes into play  News 11/12/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A solar energy company 

says Wisconsin will lose out 

on thousands of jobs in its 

industry, if We Energies is 

allowed to prohibit its 

customers from leasing solar 

panels.  The proposal is part 

of a rate-change request 

for the state's largest utility. 

 The state Public Service 

Commission is tentatively 

scheduled to consider it on 

Friday.  Like other utilities in 

the state, We Energies 

wants to increase its fixed 

charges -- so those who buy 

less power will pay their 

share of things like electric 

poles and wires.  But the We 

Energies' request goes a 

step further by banning 

solar energy leases, and 



paying less to customers for 

the power they now 

generate from solar panels. 

  

Don't be surprised if 

Wisconsin's wolf hunting 

season grinds to a halt in 

the next few days.  The 

state D-N-R said hunters 

shot-and-trapped a total of 

141 wolves as of yesterday. 

 That's nine shy of the 

statewide limit of 150.  The 

wolf season began on 

October 15th, and it could 

last only about a month.  It's 

scheduled to run for four-

and-a-half months -- but in 

the first two wolf seasons, 

hunters reached their limits 

in about half the allowable 

time. 

Those wildly popular 

garage sales are 

apparently too much of a 

good thing in one central 

Wisconsin city.  The 

Marshfield Common 

Council voted 6-to-3 last 



night to limit residents to 

four garage sales per year -

- and none can last longer 

than four straight days. 

 Officials said the purpose is 

to end perpetual garage 

sales. 
 

  
Minnesota man in Oneida 
Co. court News 11/13/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A St. Paul, Minnesota man 

was in Oneida County 

Court yesterday, accused 

of robbing a Woodruff gas 

station at gunpoint.  43-year 

old Byron Lewis, already a 

convicted felon for a similar 

crime several years ago, is 

charged with robbing the 

Krist gas station Sunday 

night.  He was arrested 

about two hours after the 

incident when a suspicious 

man was reported by an 

employee at the 70 West 

Shopping Center.  Police 

found Lewis in the Walmart 

along with the bank bags 

and money taken from the 

gas station,  clothes and a 

gun.  He’s held on a $50,000 

cash bond and is back in 



court next month. 

Most Wisconsin residents 

now have access to high-

speed Internet connections 

thanks to expanded 

broadband coverage 

across the state.  Officials 

say grants from both 

federal and state agencies, 

as well as private and 

public partnerships, have 

helped at least one 

broadband provider 

establish service in most 

rural areas.  Minocqua is an 

example as Wisconsin’s 

Public Service Commission 

and local groups put up 

$90,000 for tower upgrades 

to improve service.  Gov. 

Scott Walker committed up 

to $500,000 for rural 

broadband in his last 

budget and this project is 

part of it. 

La Crosse Senator Jennifer 

Shilling is the new 

Democratic minority leader 

http://www.wsaw.com/home/headlines/High-speed-Internet-Covers-Most-of-Wisconsin-282464381.html


in the Wisconsin Senate.  

Shilling, elected three years 

ago after serving in the 

Assembly, succeeds Chris 

Larson of Milwaukee, 

another first term senator 

who chose not to seek the 

leadership post.  State 

Representative Peter Barca, 

a Kenosha Democrat, has 

retained his leadership role 

in the Assembly where 

Republicans enjoy their 

largest majority in more 

than 50 years. 

 

  
Fire damages school in 
Prentice News 11/13/14  12p,5p, 1:30 

 School officials in Prentice 

hope to find out today 

what caused a fire on 

Tuesday that heavily 

damaged the only public 

school in that Price County 

community. The blaze 

heavily damaged the 

school's art room and 

spread down the hallways. 

District Administrator Randy 

Bergman says an inspector 

will come in today to try 



and figure out what 

happened and why. 

 Prentice fire officials had 

said the cause appeared 

to be electrical, but the 

exact reason was not 

known.   About 450 students 

are off until next week. 

A seat on the Lac du 

Flambeau tribal council 

became vacant when 

henry butch st. germaine 

was elected tribal 

president.  A special 

election yesterday has 

Jerome Brooks BigJohn 

taking the position.  He’ll be 

sworn in next week. 

Four of every ten Wisconsin 

shoppers will spend more 

on Black Friday than they 

did a year ago -- and six of 

every ten say they'll 

probably bust their 

budgets. BMO Harris Bank 

released a holiday 

shopping report this 

morning.  It said 

Wisconsinites will spend an 



average of 362-dollars on 

Black Friday -- less than the 

national average of 418-

dollars.  Computer-savvy 

shoppers are projected to 

spend 360-dollars on Cyber 

Monday, right after the 

Thanksgiving weekend. 

That's about 13-dollars less 

than the national 

projection.  the only thing 

holding back shoppers are 

sluggish wage increases. 

Rhinelander’s popular 

“shop with a cop” program 

kicks off soon.  The PD 

teams up with fire fighters in 

taking a group of hard 

working and less fortunate 

area third graders Christmas 

shopping.  The annual 

program relies on donations 

and if you help, contact the 

Rhinelander Police dept. 
 

  
White Lake school district 
state aid continues to shrink News 11/14/14 6a,7a,8a  1:30 

 The White Lake School 

District has seen its state aid 

shrink by 15% for each of 

the last seven years.  That’s 

prompted referendums 



over that time to keep up.  

This year two more have 

failed and that leaves the 

district with two 

choices…try again or cut a 

budget with nothing left to 

cut.  Teachers are handling 

two grades, administration 

positions are half time, and 

now the school board next 

week has to make some 

difficult decisions.  Programs 

are next.  The referendum 

seeking to exceed revenue 

limits by $250,000 for the 

next three years failed last 

week by 25 votes.  In the 

spring, the same question 

lost by two.   

The Oneida County Board 

yesterday approved 

spending $100,000 toward 

a new armored vehicle for 

the Sheriff’s Department.  

Sheriff Grady Hartman said 

their current vehicle is 10 

years old and despite its 

limited use, about eight 

times a year, it is a 



necessary tool.  The funding 

was approved following the 

sheriff’s department cutting 

an additional $21,000 from 

its budget.  There’s also a 

state grant for over 

$100,000 and the money 

from the sale of the vehicle 

to cover the new $275,000 

cost.   

Ministry Health Care has 

new leadership.  Daniel 

Neufelder takes over 

December first, succeeding 

Nick Dessen whose held the 

president and CEO position 

since 1999.  The 

announcement was made 

yesterday by Ascension 

Health, the largest catholic, 

non-profit healthcare 

organization in the country.  

Ministry joined the group 

last year.  Ministry Health 

Care has grown to include 

15 hospitals, 45 clinics, 650 

physicians and more than 

12,000 employees. 
 

  News 11/14/14 12p,5p 1:30  Wausau Congressman 



Congressman Duffy speaks 
out about the Obama 
administration  

Sean Duffy says he's not 

impressed by the Obama 

administration's effort to 

keep the Islamic State in 

check.  The Republican 

Duffy attended a hearing 

yesterday of the House 

Financial Services 

Committee, which looked 

into whether if the Treasury 

Department is doing 

enough to freeze the 

financial reserves of ISIS. 

 Duffy says the U-S and its 

global partners can 

undermine the Islamic 

State's ability to use money 

it brings in from a black 

market in oil. Duffy said he'd 

keep all options open for 

battling the Islamic State -- 

including the possible use of 

special forces. 

A high school student in 

Wausau is claiming victory 

in sending a message 

against the federal law 

requiring kids to healthier at 

lunch-time.  D-C Everest 



senior Meghan Hellrood 

estimates up to 85-percent 

of the students at her high 

school in Schofield may 

have taken part in her 

"Pack-a-Bag" protest 

yesterday.  They brought 

their own lunches to school, 

instead of taking what the 

district offers -- and she was 

told that many elementary 

and middle school kids in 

the Everest district also took 

part.  It was the latest effort 

in Wisconsin to point out 

problems with the 2012 law 

which stemmed from First 

Lady Michelle Obama's 

"Healthy Hunger-Free Kids 

Act." Hellrood's message 

apparently got to 

Washington.  Everest 

Principal Tom Johansen 

says officials have received 

feedback from the district's 

food service manager -- 

who does not plan to 

change the offerings for 

now. 



It's almost been a decade 

since the Milwaukee Bucks 

have won a game at 

Orlando, and they'll try 

again against the Magic 

tonight. 
 

  
Body of Medford man may 
have been found News 11/17/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The body of a 52-year old 

Medford man reported 

missing early Saturday may 

have been found.  The 

Taylor county sheriff’s office 

reports getting the call 

shortly before 2 Saturday 

morning.  A search of the 

property led to deer stand 

that had apparently 

burned and human remains 

were discovered inside.   

From Granite Peak in 

Wausau to Minocqua 

Winter Park, hundreds of 

skiers took to the slopes and 

trails over the weekend.  

This is the upside of having 

all that snow dumped on 

us, business.  Restaurants, 

gas stations, hotels all saw a 

nice spike in early season 



travel.  Right behind in the 

coming weeks are hunting 

and snowmobiling.  There’s 

also enough ice in some 

quiet spots on area lakes 

that fishermen are already 

venturing out.   

A meeting tomorrow night 

in Rhinelander could 

determine the fate of the 

118 year old Oneida 

County Fair.  Over 20,000 

people attended this year’s 

event in August, held at 

Pioneer Park, the popular 

location since 2009.  But the 

lack of funding, most 

notably with budget cuts 

from the county, have 

organizers with only one 

place to turn and that’s the 

community.  The goal is to 

make the event self 

sustaining and that begins 

with tomorrow’s meeting at 

the Quality Inn at 6:00. 

A great weekend for 

Wisconsin football fans as 

the Packers crushed 



Philadelphia 53-20 

yesterday, while Badger 

running back Melvin  

Gordon upped his Heisman 

Trophy potential gaining 

408 yards on 25 carries 

enroute to a 59-24 

thumping of Nebraska.  

That breaks Ron Dayne’s 

rushing record along with 

similar marks in the Big Ten 

and FBS. 

 

  
Another blast of heavy snow 
and cold heading into 
northern Wis.  News 11/17/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Another blast of heavy 

lake-effect snow is heading 

into Iron, Ashland, and 

Bayfield counties in 

northern Wisconsin.  Gile is 

the Iron County hamlet 

where over 50-inches of 

snow fell last week, while 

nearby Hurley got 38-

inches.  Another 5-to-10 

inches is in the forecast 

through tomorrow morning. 

 Just to the east, parts of 

Vilas County expect 8-to-12 

inches of new snow off Lake 

Superior today and early 



tomorrow.  When that goes 

through, forecasters say 

another big batch of lake 

effect snow is due in 

Wednesday and 

Wednesday night 

Just in time for deer hunting,  

the D-N-R has expanded 

hours at a number of its 

service centers throughout 

Wisconsin.  Diane 

Brookbank says a new call-

routing system has helped 

the agency improve 

scheduling at the centers 

with the greatest needs.  As 

a result, a half-dozen 

centers are open longer -- 

including Wausau and 

Woodruff, where the 

counters are now open for 

a full seven-and-a-half 

hours each weekday 

instead of just three.  The 

gun-deer season opens 

Saturday.  In addition to the 

counter service, D-N-R call 

centers are open from 7 a-

m to 10 p-m seven days a 



week.  More information is 

available at D-N-R-Dot-WI-

Dot-Gov. 

Officials are also reminding 

hunters their hats must be at 

least half blaze-orange.  A 

1980 law requires hats to be 

at least 50-percent orange, 

but wardens say they run 

into sizable numbers of 

people who don't meet the 

mandate.  Wardens plan to 

give out orange-knit hats to 

hunters with the phrase, 

"Hunt Safe in Wisconsin."  
 

  
Medford H. S. in court on 
bomb threat case News 1/18/14  6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

office and School District of 

Rhinelander are now 

partnering to educate 

students about the 

inappropriate use of 

electronic media instead of 

prosecuting.  The trouble 

was discovered during an 

investigation of sharing 

explicit photos via cell 

phones.  It was determined 

the majority were taken 

and shared outside of 



school but that doesn’t 

mean it’s not illegal.  It is.  

But no criminal charges 

were filed, instead the 

numerous students involved 

received one day 

suspensions and any 

athletes involved are 

subject to their athletic 

codes.  A special agent 

with the Wisconsin 

Department of 

Justice/division of criminal 

investigation will address 

students and parents in 

sessions on December third. 

A 17-year old Medford High 

School student is in court 

today on a felony charge 

for posting a bomb threat 

to a social media website 

last month.  Jacob Gouza 

of Athens faces more than 

three years in prison if 

convicted.   

A 55-year old man was 

killed in an accident 

yesterday morning at 

Expera Specialty Solutions, 



the former Wausau Paper 

mill.  Authorities say the 

man, not yet identified, was 

installing insulation when he 

fell about 25 feet from the 

bucket of a lift truck.   

The Lincoln County sheriff’s 

department has some tips 

and warnings for deer 

hunters.  The office has 

investigated several 

tragedies at hunting cabins 

over the years involving fire 

or carbon monoxide so 

make sure detectors are 

working.  Permanent stands 

or tree pegs are illegal on 

county or state lands, as 

are off road vehicles in 

many places.  It’s also a 

good idea to carry the cell 

phone.  Good luck this 

weekend. 
 

 
Lake Superior area hit hard 
with snow  News 11/18/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Parts of Wisconsin's Lake 

Superior Snow Belt got 

another blast of the white 

stuff yesterday. Twenty-one 

more inches fell at Gile in 

Iron County -- including five 



inches since midnight in a 

place that recorded 50 

inches last week. At nearby 

Hurley, 16-inches fell since 

yesterday afternoon, on top 

of 38-inches already there. 

 Other parts of the area did 

not get nearly as much 

snow. Madeline Island near 

Bayfield had just over two-

inches.  Other spots in 

Ashland, Bayfield, Iron, and 

Vilas counties had 1-to-5 

inches.  Rhinelander tallied 

a trace. 

We could find out today 

whether Wisconsin's Paul 

Ryan becomes the new 

chair of the House Ways-

and-Means Committee. 

 Majority Republicans were 

hoping to choose several 

top committee leaders 

yesterday -- but some 

members couldn't travel to 

Washington due to bad 

weather around the 

country.  Ryan, a Janesville 

Republican, is running 



against Kevin Brady of 

Texas for the Ways-and-

Means chairmanship  a 

more high-profile post than 

the Budget Committee 

chairmanship Ryan has held 

over the past four.  Even so, 

the Ways-and-Means 

chairmanship could give 

the 2012 vice presidential 

nominee a better platform 

for a possible Republican 

presidential bid in 2016 or 

beyond. 

Wisconsin deer hunters at 

Fort McCoy have a unique 

challenge -- avoiding un-

exploded artillery and 

mortar rounds.   If they find 

it, they're urged to leave 

the area without touching 

it, and call authorities 

immediately. Officials say 

hunters often come across 

loose un-exploded artillery 

at Fort McCoy, which is 

located between Sparta 

and Tomah.  Hundreds of 

deer hunters are expected 



to be on the property when 

the state's nine-day gun 

season begins on Saturday. 
  
 

 
White Lake school district 
asks for help News 11/19/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Administrators in the White 

Lake School District are 

asking board members to 

decide soon what course of 

action to take after a 

second failed referendum.  

A quarter million dollar 

budget deficit doesn’t 

leave the district many 

options and worst case 

scenario could be closing.  

That option along with 

cutting all extracurriculars or 

going to referendum again 

were weighed by the 

board last night with no 

decision.   

For now, Governor Scott 

Walker says he’s focused on 

his duties in Wisconsin but 

he’s also seriously 

considering a presidential 

run in 2016.  The Republican 

Walker said yesterday if he’s 

going to be a GOP 



contender it has to feel like 

a calling, particularly for the 

time, effort and impact it 

would have on family and 

friends.   

Fire destroyed a shed near 

Merrill yesterday.  A wood 

burning stove is blamed for 

triggering the blaze that 

also damaged a pole 

building and a pickup truck.  

Firefighters got the call just 

after 1:00 for the structure 

on Westview Road in the 

town of Schley.  Lawn 

equipment and tools were 

also destroyed in the fire.  

Winter is picking up where it 

left off not that long ago as 

more cold and sloppy 

weather is on the way.  As 

the snow continues to pile 

up, temperatures are 

setting November low 

maximum records with 

Rhinelander dropping to 10, 

eight degrees off the mark 

set in 1989, which was a 



cold year with Antigo and 

Merrill also setting new 

marks from then.  Wausau 

broke the 1903 mark of 14 

with an 11 degree reading 

yesterday. 

 

 
Rhinelander will vote on 
resort area status News 11/19/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Voters in Rhinelander will be 

asked next April if the city 

should join Eagle River, 

Bayfield and several others 

designated as a "Premier 

Resort Area."  The City 

Council voted last night in 

favor of an advisory 

referendum.  If the state 

approves, Rhinelander 

could charge a special 

sales tax of a half-penny for 

every dollar spent in the 

city.  It could only be used 

to help maintain infra-

structure -- and officials 

want tourists, workers, and 

shoppers to help pay for 

new streets.  There's no 

money in next year's city 

budget to pay for road 

repairs -- and without the 



tax, the only way to pay for 

improved streets is to make 

city residents borrow for it. 

 Officials say Rhinelander's 

population doubles during 

the business day -- and its 

trade area has ten times 

more people.  But that's not 

the state's criteria for 

designating resort taxing 

areas.  A premier resort 

area must have at least 40-

percent of its equalized 

property values devoted to 

tourist-related businesses.  

 Forbes Magazine ranks 

Wisconsin the 32nd best 

state for business.  That 

doesn't sound too good, 

but it's the highest ranking 

since Forbes started the 

annual list eight years ago. 

 With only two exceptions, 

the wisconsin’s been in the 

bottom-ten every time.  It 

was ranked 41st last year. 

 Governor Scott Walker 

highlighted Wisconsin's best 

point in the survey -- its 



Number-18 ranking for 

future growth, the highest 

since 2009, when Wisconsin 

ranked 45th in future 

growth, and the third-from-

last overall at Number-48.  

Forbes says the quality of 

life here dropped out of the 

Top-10, and is now 17th.  
 

 
Local business being sold  News 11/20/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Doctor’s Foster and Smith, 

the family-owned pet care 

and supply company 

based in Rhinelander is 

being sold.  Based in 

Rhinelander for 31 years, 

the company is the nation’s 

leading catalong and 

online pet retailer and now 

being acquired by the 

largest pet specialty 

retailer, Petco.  The deal 

had been rumored for 

weeks and was announced 

yesterday in a news 

release.  Petco has over 

1300 retail and specialty 

locations across the 

country, Mexico and Puerto 

Rico.  Company insiders say 



nothing is changing in 

Rhinelander.  The sale is 

expected to be final early 

next year.   

President Obama is 

expected to sidestep 

Congress and sign an 

executive order to protect 

from deportation millions of 

immigrants in the U.S. 

illegally.  Republicans say 

it’s unconstitutional and 

amounts to amnesty.  

Meeting with GOP 

governors in Florida, Scott 

Walker said immigration 

reform has always been a 

political tool for Obama, to 

be brought out when it was 

convenient.   

Businesses catering to 

hunters in the North are 

already noticing increases.  

With the heavy snows and 

cold hunting camps have 

been opening early to dig 

out and warm up.  

Ammunition has been in big 



demand with some calibers 

still hard to find.  Clothing 

has been a big item, not 

only warmer garments for 

layers but the more 

expensive weatherproof 

varieties to help fend off 

what could be rain for the 

opening weekend.  License 

sales have been down and 

the DNR notes deer 

populations are too from 

the lingering winter last year 

and deer moving to where 

there’s less snow in search 

of food now.  Still, that’s not 

deterring this annual 

tradition.   
 

 
Gov. Walker lashes out at 
president Obama News 11/20/15 12p,5p 130 

Wisconsin's Scott Walker 

joined other G-O-P 

governors in lashing out 

against President Obama's 

plan to protect up to five-

million undocumented 

immigrants from being 

deported, as he’s expected 

to announce tonight.  At 

the Republican Governors 

Association conference in 



Florida, state leaders 

disagreed whether 

Congress should threaten to 

shut down the government 

in response.  Walker said he 

would not favor a 

government shutdown. 

 Instead, he supports Texas 

Governor Rick Perry's 

suggestion of a lawsuit to 

block the Obama plan. 

 Walker said immigration 

reform was important -- but 

not as important as taxes, 

the economy, education, 

and energy issues. 

It appears the Iron County 

community of Gile finally 

got a break after recording 

74 inches of snow for the 

eight days ending Tuesday. 

According to the National 

Weather Service, Gile only 

reports they’ve already 

picked up a third of its 

normal snowfall for an 

entire winter.  The season 

norm is up to 217 inches, as 

a lake-effect snow magnet. 



 Cold temperatures 

continued.  Appleton, 

Rhinelander, Stevens Point, 

and Sturgeon Bay all set 

new records for the coldest 

high temperatures. 

 Rhinelander's high of 17 

broke a record dating back 

to 1914.  Below zero 

readings tonight should set 

new marks as well.   

Giving thanks will be a little 

costlier this year, but it 

probably will not empty 

your wallet.  The price for 

putting Thanksgiving dinner 

on the table is expected to 

rise slightly this year, to 

about $49.41.  That's 37 

cents higher than in 2013. 

The increase is blamed on 

the higher price of dairy. 

The good news is a drop in 

fuel prices will keep travel 

expenses down.  

 

 
Budget requests from state 
agencies News 11/21/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Budget requests from 

Wisconsin government 

agencies exceed expected 



state revenues in the next 

two-year budget cycle. 

Those numbers will be a 

starting point for 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker and GOP legislators 

as they begin the task of 

putting together a state 

budget – one they hope will 

include a tax cut.  

According to agency 

requests and revenue 

estimates released Thursday 

by the state Department of 

Administration, the “ask” is 

$2.2 million more than what 

will be taken in through 

state taxes for 2015-2017. 

A few months ago it 

appeared the future of the 

Wausau Center Mall was 

brighter as the city and 

owners, CBL Properties were 

reaching agreement on a 

number of issues.  Now, the 

fate is up in the air as 

members of the Wausau 

Economic Committee said 

http://www.wrn.com/2014/11/tax-cuts-to-be-a-priority-for-governor-scott-walker/
http://doa.wi.gov/Documents/DEBF/Budget/Biennial%20Budget/November20Report.pdf
http://doa.wi.gov/Documents/DEBF/Budget/Biennial%20Budget/November20Report.pdf
http://doa.wi.gov/Documents/DEBF/Budget/Biennial%20Budget/November20Report.pdf


there’s a new contract on 

table but it still hasn’t been 

signed.  Mayor Jim Tipple 

even said there are other 

developers interested in the 

mall.  All new information 

will be available at a public 

forum in mid-January. 

The Rhinelander Salvation 

Army rings in the holiday 

season this afternoon, 

launching their 2014 Red 

Kettle Campaign.  Bell 

ringers will be out in force 

across the city beginning at 

noon.  Nearly $30,000 was 

raised last year locally and 

86-cents of every dollar 

stays in the community.  The 

agency partnered with the 

ACES program, for area 

churches for emergency 

support to use contributions 

in an even more efficient 

and effective manner.  The 

goal this year is $35,000.  

Ringers will set up shop at 

Walmart, Walgreens, Trig’s 



and Shopko. 

 

 
Walkers family on board for 
presidential run News 11/21/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Scott Walker says his family 

is on board with the rigors of 

a presidential campaign, 

should he want to pursue it. 

 The Republican Walker tells 

U-S News and World Report 

his wife Tonette would be 

on board for "just about 

anything," and he couldn't 

run for the White House 

without her support.  Walker 

also said his two college-

aged sons Alex and Matt 

are both "excited about 

that opportunity should it 

become available."  Walker 

is getting a lot of national 

attention this week at the 

Republican Governors 

Association meeting Florida. 

 Yesterday, the online 

Washington news service 

Politico said Walker’s 

started the framework for a 

presidential run. 

Wisconsin now has the 

nation's 12th-highest 



number of people on the 

federal do-not-call list for 

telemarketers.  However, 

residents are still among the 

most hesitant to file 

complaints against 

violators.  According to a 

new databook from the 

Federal Trade Commission, 

less than six of every 

thousand Wisconsinites file 

complaints about robo-

calls, scammers, and 

unwanted sales pitches. 

 The state generates the 

nation's fifth-smallest 

number of complaints per 

capita, about 40-percent 

below the national 

average. 

Rock and Roll Hall-of-Famer 

James Taylor apologized to 

his Wisconsin fans for being 

-- well, boring.  Taylor 

performed his decades of 

hits and more at a concert 

in Milwaukee last week. 

 Two nights later, in Moline 

Illinois, he praised that 



crowd's energy level and 

said they made the 

Milwaukee fans "look like 

they're carved out of 

wood."  Somebody sent a 

video of that to the Journal 

Sentinel -- and Taylor e-

mailed an apology to the 

news outlet this week. 
 

 
Gun deer season is down News 11/24/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Foggy and slow.  The two 

words most associated with 

the opening of wisconsin’s 

gun deer season.  Over a 

foot of snow has kept herds 

mobile and while there 

were reported successes, 

many hunters reported not 

seeing much or if they did, 

passed.  There were some 

tense moments in the 

woods as Lincoln County 

deputies spent much of the 

weekend searching the 

Underdown Recreation 

area for a missing man and 

his 14-year old grandson.  

The first call came at 830 

Saturday night when the 

man stopped at a house 



saying he was lost and 

couldn’t find his truck.  

Earlier in the day he sat his 

grandson down to begin a 

drive.  When he didn’t 

return the teen slept in the 

truck and was discovered 

by other hunters later 

Sunday morning.  Both are 

okay. 

An 18-year old Birnamwood 

woman died in a Marathon 

County crash yesterday 

afternoon.  The sheriff’s 

department reports she was 

driving with two others 

when her vehicle struck an 

oncoming pickup at the 

intersection of Hwys N and 

Y.  The accident happened 

about 1:30.  She was 

pronounced dead at 

Wausau Aspirus Hospital, 

her two passengers injured.   

Wisconsin’s Bad River Indian 

tribe will be part of a new 

federal effort to return 

reservation lands to tribal 



ownership.  Deputy Interior 

Secretary Mike Connor said 

21 Indian communities in 12 

states — including the Bad 

River tribe near Ashland — 

would join the federal land 

buy back program by 2017.  

The government is spending 

$1.9 billion to restore land to 

tribal interests as part of a 

$3.4 billion settlement of a 

class action lawsuit.  

 

 
Black Friday sales News 1/24/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Black Friday won't be as 

black as in the past, thanks 

to the numbers of stores 

opening on Thanksgiving. 

 K-Mart plans to be open 

the entire day Thursday, 

starting at 6 a-m.  Other 

large chains will wait at 

least until late afternoon, 

when families will have had 

a share of their holiday 

meals together -- or 

perhaps a football game. 

 Other chains, like Walmart, 

plan to spread their door-

busters over a five-day 



period.  Some big retailers 

still refuse to open on 

Thanksgiving -- including 

Costco and Cabela's.  Mills 

Fleet Farm is using their 

radio ads to say employees 

will enjoy Thanksgiving with 

their families and the big 

bargains could wait for a 

day. 

Deer hunters in Wisconsin 

got off to a soggy start for 

the state’s nine day gun 

deer season. Rain and 

temperatures that rose into 

the 40s over the weekend 

made for poor visibility, with 

fog requiring hunters to be 

more patient in locating 

targets.  Many hunters who 

came through registration 

stations said the weather 

just “was not that good” for 

hunting.  Registrations were 

down about 20 percent 

from last year but early and 

official numbers from the 

DNR  are expected later 



today. 

It's back to winter in 

Wisconsin.  Two-to-seven 

inches of snow are forecast 

through tonight. Winter 

storm watches and 

warnings begin this 

afternoon and continue 

into early tomorrow. The 

state's mid-section is 

expected to get the most 

snow, south of a line from 

Wisconsin Rapids to the tip 

of Door County.  Places 

along the Lake Superior 

snow belt can also expect 

up to seven inches.   
 

 
Dozens of accidents due to 
road conditions yesterday News 11/25/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Dozens of accidents were 

reported on area roads 

yesterday as the snow 

began piling up.  Police 

and sheriff’s deputies say 

speed and following too 

close contributed to the 

majority.  Many were single 

vehicle crashes where 

drivers simply lost control 

and left the roadway.  A 



semi-tanker overturned on 

Hwy R in Merrill, injuring the 

driver yesterday afternoon.  

Earlier in the day two 

people were hurt when 

their car left Hwy 8 near 

County A in Tomahawk and 

rolled over.    

Numbers were down 

significantly for the opening 

weekend of deer hunting in 

Wisconsin. The DNR reports 

90,281 deer were registered 

on the opening weekend, 

compared to last year’s of 

about 110,000.  Conditions 

varied widely around the 

state, but were far from 

ideal across much of 

central and west Central 

Wisconsin. And in the north, 

where the DNR is trying to 

rebuild the herd, there were 

no doe tags issued this year. 

Nearly 1500 deer were 

registered by hunters 

selected to participate in 

the pilot program for an 



electronic registration 

system that will be available 

to all hunters in 2015. It was 

a safe weekend – there 

were no reports of injuries. 

A coalition of Wisconsin 

business groups are 

questioning a budget plan 

from the state Department 

of Transportation.  The DOT 

is calling for nearly $750 

million in tax and fee 

increases to help fund road 

projects and programs in 

the next biennium. 

Changes are expected, but 

the plan is still raising 

concerns in the private 

sector.  The coalition 

includes Wisconsin 

Manufacturers and 

Commerce, the National 

Federation of Independent 

Business, and the Wisconsin 

Grocers Association. 

 

 
Head on collision near 
Ashland  News 11/25/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Authorities have identified a 

woman killed in a head-on 



collision with a tribal squad 

car near Ashland late 

yesterday morning.  Sixty-

seven year old Karen (nev-

ee-oh) of Odanah died at 

the scene.  The 33-year-old 

driver is hospitalized as is the 

officer, 23-year-old Justin 

Gilbertson of Ashland.  The 

crash happened on 

Highway Two, about seven 

miles east of Ashland.    

Three children died in a 

snow-related crash not far 

from the Wisconsin border 

in Upper Michigan. 

 Menominee County 

authorities said 40-year-old 

Susan Meade of Daggett 

Michigan lost control of her 

van on Highway 41 last 

night, about 20 miles north 

of Marinette.  The van 

drove into the path of a 

semi-truck, which struck a 

side of the woman's 

vehicle.  Fourteen-year-old 

Michael McCue died, 

along with 12-year-old 



Maxwell McCue and 11-

year-old Joelle McCue. 

Meade was critically 

injured.   

U-W Green Bay is among 

the latest to cancel a 

performance by Bill Cosby. 

The university called off the 

April 12th appearance at 

the Weidner Center for the 

Performing Arts.  It's the 

latest cancellation for 

Cosby, who's been 

targeted recently with 

allegations from women 

that he sexually assaulted 

them in the past.  His 

attorney calls the 

accusations 

"unsubstantiated" and " a 

"media vilfiication" of Cosby 

that must stop. 

Wisconsin's deer harvest 

was the lowest in years for 

the opening weekend of 

the nine-day gun season. 

 According to the D-N-R's 

preliminary figures, almost 

90-thousand-300 deer were 



shot -- down 18-percent 

from last year.  As 

expected, northern 

counties had the biggest 

declines with all-or-parts of 

19 northern counties limiting 

their hunting to bucks-only 

this season. 
 

 
Wisconsin teacher’s union 
voting on staying together News 11/26/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The state's largest teachers' 

union says about half of its 

member groups have 

voted to stay in existence 

another year.  State officials 

released results yesterday 

of more than 300 annual re-

certification votes by public 

school unions.  The 

Wisconsin Education 

Association Council said 97-

percent of its groups that 

sought to re-certify were 

successful.  However, just 

over half of WEAC's 

member groups did not 

attempt to re-certify -- and 

while they can still organize, 

those groups cannot 

bargain for limited wages 

as allowed under the state's 



Act-10 public union law. 

 The 2011 law allows most 

public unions to bargain 

only for pay increases at-or-

below inflation -- with no 

bargaining for working 

conditions.  Twelve local 

unions affiliated with 

another statewide group, 

the American Federation of 

Teachers, all voted to re-

certify. 

No bomb-shells emerged 

from the latest release of 

documents involving 

Governor Scott Walker's 

aides when he was the 

Milwaukee County 

executive. Almost 70-

thousand more pages of e-

mails and other records 

were released yesterday -- 

evidence in the now-closed 

John Doe investigation into 

illegal campaigning and 

embezzlement.  This latest 

release gave more 

indications that Walker's 

county aides were more 



focused on getting their 

boss elected governor in 

2010, while taxpayers were 

paying them to serve 

Milwaukee County. 

Two Bayfield County teens 

missing since Sunday were 

found safe yesterday.  16-

year-old Jacob Johnson 

and 17-year-old James 

Ludzak, both of Cable, left 

for Duluth-Superior and 

were not immediately 

heard from after that. 

 Yesterday, officials said the 

boys called their parents, 

and arrangements were 

made to take them home. 

Officers did not elaborate 

on the circumstances.    
 

 
Murder trial moves forward  News 11/26/14 12p,5p 1:30 

The Stephanie Low murder 

trial moves forward.  35-

year old Kristopher 

Torgerson of Boscobel 

pleaded not guilty 

yesterday in Marathon 

County court.  He’s 

charged with first degree 

intentional homicide, 



attempted armed robbery 

and hiding a corpse.  In 

September, Torgerson led 

authorities to a wooded 

area near Wabeno and 

Low’s body.  She was killed 

in October of 2010.  He 

never said he did it, which is 

what prosecutors 

attempted to prove first 

thing yesterday.     

Traffic safety and law 

enforcement officials aim 

for zero preventable deaths 

on Wisconsin roads through 

the Thanksgiving Day 

weekend.  Fewer hours of 

daylight, unpredictable 

deer crossings, and 

changing weather 

conditions can create 

driving challenges this time 

of year. The State Patrol 

reminds drivers need to pay 

attention, slow down, 

buckle up, drive sober, and 

maintain a safe following 

distance.  Last year, 11 



people died in Wisconsin 

traffic crashes during the 

Thanksgiving holiday 

weekend. 

Hundreds of people took to 

the streets of Madison 

yesterday in the wake of a 

grand jury decision not to 

indict Ferguson, Missouri 

police officer Darren Wilson 

in the death of a black 

teen.  An estimated crowd 

of 500 moved onto the 

Capitol Square in a 

peaceful rally, hosted by 

the Young Gifted and Black 

Coalition.   

Green Bay Packers wide 

receiver Jordy Nelson’s 

outstanding season landed 

him on the cover of the 

latest Sports Illustrated.  A 

favorite of the fans and a 

favorite target for 

quarterback Aaron 

Rodgers, Nelson is the NFL’s 

leading deep threat and is 

expected to prove it again 



this weekend against New 

England. 
 

 
Thanksgiving day travel News 11/27/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Travel on this Thanksgiving 

Day shouldn’t be too 

difficult if you’re staying 

rather local.  Trips east, west 

and north however are a 

different story.  Much of 

northern Minnesota is under 

a blanket of new snow as is 

the snowbelt region of 

wisconsin and the UP, 

especially in northwestern 

vilas county.  If you’re flying 

out east, hundreds of flights 

have already been 

canceled as winter set up 

shop there already 

yesterday.  A check of the 

Rhinelander/Oneida 

County airport found 

originating flights all on 

time, connections are 

another story out of 

milwaukee or minneapolis.  

If you’re driving roads for 

the most part should be in 

good shape until later 

tonight and tomorrow when 



we’re expecting another 

couple inches of snow.  Gas 

prices in the area average 

$2.89 a gallon for unleaded 

regular.   

The state Department of 

Natural Resources says it 

has confirmed a new 

invasive algae was present 

in a southeastern Wisconsin 

lake.  The DNR says starry 

stonewort was found during 

routine monitoring in Little 

Muskego Lake in Waukesha 

County in late September, 

marking the first time the 

European algae has turned 

up in Wisconsin. The algae 

was first detected 31 years 

ago in the Great Lakes.  The 

agency is working with the 

Lake Management District, 

the city of Muskego and the 

Southeast Wisconsin 

Regional Planning 

Commission to come up 

with a response.  The group 

believes dedicating a plant 

harvester to the algae's 



location will contain it to 

that section of the lake. The 

team also has planned 

education and monitoring 

efforts to prevent the algae 

from spreading. 

 

 
Thanksgiving day travel News 11/27/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Travel on this Thanksgiving 

Day shouldn’t be too 

difficult if you’re staying 

rather local.  Trips east, west 

and north however are a 

different story.  Much of 

northern Minnesota is under 

a blanket of new snow as is 

the snowbelt region of 

wisconsin and the UP, 

especially in northwestern 

vilas county.  If you’re flying 

out east, hundreds of flights 

have already been 

canceled as winter set up 

shop there already 

yesterday.  A check of the 

Rhinelander/Oneida 

County airport found 

originating flights all on 

time, connections are 

another story out of 



milwaukee or minneapolis.  

If you’re driving roads for 

the most part should be in 

good shape until later 

tonight and tomorrow when 

we’re expecting another 

couple inches of snow.  Gas 

prices in the area average 

$2.89 a gallon for unleaded 

regular.   

The state Department of 

Natural Resources says it 

has confirmed a new 

invasive algae was present 

in a southeastern Wisconsin 

lake.  The DNR says starry 

stonewort was found during 

routine monitoring in Little 

Muskego Lake in Waukesha 

County in late September, 

marking the first time the 

European algae has turned 

up in Wisconsin. The algae 

was first detected 31 years 

ago in the Great Lakes.  The 

agency is working with the 

Lake Management District, 

the city of Muskego and the 

Southeast Wisconsin 



Regional Planning 

Commission to come up 

with a response.  The group 

believes dedicating a plant 

harvester to the algae's 

location will contain it to 

that section of the lake. The 

team also has planned 

education and monitoring 

efforts to prevent the algae 

from spreading. 

 

 
Wisconsin national forest 
looking for people with ideas News 11/28/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin's only national forest 

is looking for people with good 

ideas.  Members are being 
sought for two advisory 

committees run by the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet (sheh-

wah'-meh-gn nick-oh-lay) 
National Forest.  One panel 

focuses on the portion in 
northwest Wisconsin, while the 

other deals with the Nicolet 
part in the northeast.   Their 

goals are to suggest ways to 
improve relationships among 

forest users -- and to offer 
advice on improvement 

projects for each facility.   

A man was killed after being 
hit by a commuter train in 

Kenosha County, which left 



two other trains stuck in the 

process.  It happened 
Wednesday night in Pleasant 

Prairie.   Police are still trying 
to figure out why everything 

happened.  The victim's name 
was not immediately released. 

Madison Police say the wearing 
of body cameras by officers 

might not generate the public 
trust in law enforcement that 

many of us think.  Some 
officers in Wisconsin's capital 

will start wearing the body 
cameras in 2016 in a pilot 

program.  Next week, police 

will give a report to the 
Madison City Council which 

questions whether it would be 
worth the estimated one-

million-dollar price-
tag. Alderman Scott Resnick, 

who introduced resolutions for 
the report and pilot program, 

said he appreciates the 
skepticism -- but he said many 

other police departments have 
"real-world examples" that the 

cameras are worth the 
investment. 
 

 
Shoppers are up for Black 
Friday sales  News 11/28/14 12p,5p 1:30 

If you open it, they will come. 

 That's what numerous 
Wisconsin retailers found out 

yesterday, when shoppers 



filled the stores to take 

advantage of the early Black 
Friday bargains on 

Thanksgiving.  A few stores 
stayed open the entire holiday, 

while most larger chains 
opened around 5-or-6 p-m -- a 

couple hours earlier than last 
year.   Lots of stores waited to 

open until this morning. The 
National Retail Federation says 

the average Black Friday 
shopper spent 407-dollars last 

year. 
 

Black Friday shoppers might 

want to see if they can get a 
deal on snow tires. Much of 

Wisconsin got another light 
coating of the white stuff on 

Thanksgiving night and early 
today. One good thing is that 

the snow warmed things up a 
little.   The National Weather 

Service said temperatures in 
northern Wisconsin dropped 

below zero last evening, and 
rebounded overnight. Antigo 

dropped down to 13-below on 
Thanksgiving.  That shattered 

the record low for the date of 

minus-five set back in 1903. 
Rhinelander got down to 

minus-11, also a record.  
Meanwhile, Gile in Iron County 



now has over 100-inches of 

mostly lake-effect snow this 
season -- almost half of what it 

gets in a normal winter. 
 

The technical college in 
Madison has created a program 

to train law enforcement on 
the proper and ethical use of 

drones.  Earlier this year, the 
governor and Legislature 

approved a bill to let law 
enforcement use drones.  They 

must obtain search warrants to 
gather evidence, but there are 

exceptions for things like 

rescue-and-search 
operations. The American Civil 

Liberties Union says the state 
law is too weak -- and 

lawmakers still need to create 
guidelines to protect people's 

privacy. 
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Gun deer season ends 
quietly News 12/1/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin’s nine-day gun 

deer season ended quietly 

yesterday with hunters 

voicing their displeasure 

about the weather and the 

fact they’re going home 

empty-handed.  It was 

bucks only across most of 

the North and many hunters 

said quality deer were few 

and far between.  That was 

a main reason registration 

stations said their numbers 

were down.  The opening 

weekend was off nearly 

20%.  The hardcore are still 

at it in the woods as the 10-

day muzzleloader season is 

now open.  Deer hunting 

statewide closes January 

4th when the archery and 

crossbow seasons end. 

The hunt didn’t go well for 

two Beloit men who will 

appear in Lincoln County 

Court today.  The Sheriff’s 

Department reports DNR 

wardens, acting on a tip 



found the two convicted 

felons hunting with firearms 

over the weekend.  Officials 

were monitoring an area off 

County Road M in the town 

of Corning after receiving 

information the men were 

hunting there.   

After a busy holiday 

weekend in shopping malls, 

millions of Americans are 

expected to log on and 

keep shopping on this 

Cyber Monday.  The 

Monday after Thanksgiving, 

has been the biggest online 

shopping day of the year 

since 2010. People started 

heavy shopping online for 

holiday deals on 

Thanksgiving and even 

before and haven't slowed 

down.  The shopping day 

could take on added 

importance after a 

Thanksgiving weekend that 

saw fewer shoppers and 

lower spending than last 

year.  Retailers have been 



pushing deals all month 

and particularly all week, 

with Cyber Week deals, 

hoping to spur customers to 

spend.  Research firm 

comScore expects people 

to spend about $2.5 billion 

today. 
 

  
Cold  temps throughout the 
area News 12/1/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The start of winter is still 

three weeks off but it was 

hard to convince people of 

that this morning as 

temperatures dropped well 

below zero with 

accompanying wind chills 

to near 30-below.  

Rhinelander set new 

records for both November 

snowfall and low 

temperatures and things 

don’t look all that good in 

the near future with below 

normal conditions 

expected nearly statewide.   

Authorities are warning 

people about two more 

scams -- one we've seen 

before in other parts of the 

state, and one that's been 



tried-and-true for years. 

 One scam involves fake I-R-

S agents who try to 

convince people they're 

behind on their taxes -- and 

they could be hit with tax 

evasion charges if they 

don't send Green-Dot 

Money Paks.  Those packs 

are nearly impossible to 

track.  The other scam 

targets older people -- one 

that's worked for a long 

time.  The recipient is told 

that a grandchild is in jail, 

and they need two-

thousand dollars to get out 

-- and, oh yes, send a 

Green Dot Money-Pak.  If 

you get calls like that hang 

up and call law 

enforcement. 

It's Cyber Monday time to 

be alert for scams -- or 

becoming identity theft 

victims.  Wisconsin’s 

consumer protection 

agency says Cyber 

Monday shopping is 



generally safe -- as long as 

you stick with respected 

and big-name retailers. 

 Wisconsin's Better Business 

Bureau says if you click 

unfamiliar links, you might 

open yourself to a 

computer virus, and have 

malicious software installed. 

 You can even shop local, 

like using the Northwoods 

Marketplace on the 

website of this NRG media 

station.   
 

  
Right to work legislation in 
the state News 12/2/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker may 

have said right-to-work 

legislation is not something 

he plans to pursue next 

session, but that’s not 

stopping advocates of such 

a law from trying to 

advance that agenda. A 

group calling itself 

“Wisconsin Right to Work” 

officially launched a 

grassroots effort yesterday  

to, in their words, 

“aggressively promote 

sound public policies and 

http://www.wrn.com/2014/10/governor-walker-wont-push-right-to-work-agenda/
http://www.freedomtoworkwi.com/


individual freedoms” and to 

give “Wisconsin workers the 

freedom of choice in 

whether or not they join a 

union.”  A right-to-work law 

would prevent private 

sector employees from 

being required to join a 

union or pay dues.  The 

Wisconsin AFL-CIO said the 

move is a power grab by 

the same people who ship 

jobs overseas and offshore 

their profits to avoid paying 

taxes, shifting the burden to 

the middle class.” 

Plans for a recreation trail in 

Conover will move forward 

but without all terrain 

vehicles.  The Town Board 

last night approved the 

original plan to use more 

than $690,000 in federal 

funding to begin the trail for 

hikers, bikers and 

snowmobilers but not ATV’s.  

Businesses in the area 

support ATV’s having 



access to the trails for the 

money it could bring in, but 

in the process, the town 

would lose the funding for 

the project.  The board will 

still explore ways to 

accommodate the off road 

vehicles.   

An anonymous email 

yesterday prompted an 

inspection of Stevens Point 

Area Senior High School 

yesterday and has police 

inspecting all bags, purses 

and backpacks today.  

That email warned of a 

bomb threat today and 

there’s an increased law 

enforcement presence on 

campus as a precaution.   

 

  
Outgoing lawmakers 
stumping for more state 
funding for schools News 12/2/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Two outgoing Wisconsin 

lawmakers are pushing one 

last time for more state 

school funding.  Assembly 

Democrat Mandy Wright 

and moderate G-O-P 

Senator Dale Schultz held a 



public forum in Wausau last 

night, about a month 

before both walk out the 

door.  Schultz, a Richland 

Center Republican who did 

not seek re-election, said his 

party's budget-and-policy 

actions have created what 

he called "significant 

challenges" for schools, 

especially those in rural 

areas. Wright, who lost her 

re-election bid last month, 

said the G-O-P majority 

does not appear to be 

interested in solving the 

state's school funding 

problems.  And with bigger 

Republican majorities in 

both houses, she expects 

the problems to get worse. 

Twenty-two percent of 

Wisconsin's corn for grain 

remains unharvested -- and 

in the north, some of the 

corn and soybeans might 

stay in the fields through the 

winter.  The weekly crop 



report from the National Ag 

Statistics Service said 

farmers were able to get 

about five-percent of the 

corn out of the fields last 

week.  But that's still 12-

percent less than the 

average for the past five 

years. Early season snow 

has been hampering the 

fall harvest in the north, with 

a couple more doses of the 

white stuff last week. 

 Farmers who received 

seven-dollars a bushel a 

couple years ago are 

getting just half that much 

now, as costs keep rising for 

land, seed, and fertilizer. 

 

The legalization of 

marijuana in four states and 

the District of Columbia has 

led to increased use and 

problems in the other 46 

states. That’s was the focus 

of a meeting in Wausau this 

afternoon. 



 

  
Fire destroys maple syrup 
equipment News 12/3/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Fire yesterday morning 

destroyed thousands of 

dollars worth of processing 

equipment at Cain Creek 

Maple Syrup in the town of 

Pine River.  Four Lincoln 

County departments 

responded to the calls 

shortly before 10 to the 

business on Hwy P.  ATVs 

and several cord of 

firewood fed the blaze that 

gutted the large shed.  The 

cause is still unknown. 

It’s no secret the deer 

harvest numbers were 

down, just how far the DNR 

released yesterday as the 

state’s nine-day gun deer 

hunt was off more than 

15%.  Buck numbers were 

down nearly 60% across the 

North, part of a designed 

effort to increase herd 

numbers.  Overall, the 

preliminary statewide 

antlerless harvest was down 

21% from last year.  The final 



County Deer Advisory 

Council meetings of 2014 

will be held this month in 

each of Wisconsin's 72 

counties where members 

willl talk about various 

impacts of deer in that 

region, hunters' concerns 

and a "population 

objective" for their county. 

Getting government 

regulations out of the way 

of business was the theme 

of a meeting last night in 

Rhinelander.  Nancy Mistele 

with the Wisconsin Office of 

Business Development met 

with owners to listen to 

concerns and ideas she 

can pass on to the 

legislature.  She hears the 

most about tax audits, 

independent contracting 

and other department of 

workforce issue and says 

the goal is to get accurate 

feedback for how 

regulations impact 



businesses like how rules are 

interpreted, the affects and 

problems created so she 

can take them back and 

make good ideas and give 

advice and guidance to 

the legislature. 

 

  
Missing central Wisconsin 
man found safe and sound News 12/3/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A missing central Wisconsin 

man is safe-and-sound. 

 Marathon County 

authorities said 33-year-old 

Andrew Meyer apparently 

crossed the backwaters of 

Lake DuBay -- and they 

feared that he might have 

fallen in.  However, 

somebody spotted the man 

walking on Highway 34 and 

called deputies.  The family 

reported him missing late 

yesterday morning. 

Under a new agreement 

signed yesterday, the state 

would guarantee the 

Potawatomi tribe does not 

lose money from a 

proposed competing 

casino in Kenosha. 



 However, the Walker 

administration's attorney on 

the matter says the 

governor does not have the 

power to create annual 

spending obligations like 

that.  The new agreement is 

part of the tribe's state 

gaming compact, and it 

would require arbitration to 

determine the final 

payment arrangement.   

After some big snowstorms 

last month, you'd assume 

that snowmobile trails are 

wide open in northern 

Wisconsin -- and you'd be 

wrong.  Oneida County 

Forester John Bilagon says 

it's not just the snow that 

dictates when the trails 

open.  First of all, private 

landowners insist  the trails 

not open until after the 

muzzle-loader deer hunt 

that began on Monday. 

 Then there are property 

easements and other legal 

paperwork.  Finally, there 



must be an adequate mix 

of snow cover and frozen 

conditions.  When you add 

all that up, Bilagon says the 

earliest opening date for 

snowmobile trails in Oneida 

County is December 12th. 

 Snowmobile clubs in 

neighboring Vilas County 

are also hoping to open 

their trails that day.  In the 

meantime, officials caution 

snowmobiles not to go on 

lakes -- because they may 

not be adequately frozen 

yet. 
 

  
Investigation into sexting 
scandal News 12/4/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Investigations into a sexting 

scandal at Rhinelander 

High School implicated 

more than 40 students but 

instead of criminal charges, 

the district opted for 

education instead.  

Wisconsin Dept of Justice 

Special Agent Eriic 

Szatowski addressed 

students and parents 

yesterday exposing the 

hidden dangers of social 



media and internet use.  

Nude photos were shared 

among cell phones and 

other devices back in 

October and Szatowski said 

much of the burden falls on 

parents to protect their kids.  

He said kids don’t like it 

when their parents are nosy 

but it’s their job.  Talking 

about issues affecting them 

and caring about the 

school day is just good 

parenting and it all helps.   

Wisconsin Attorney General 

JB VanHollen says President 

Obama exceeded his 

authority with his executive 

action last month on 

immigration as the state 

joins 16 others in a lawsuit 

looking to block the move 

that spares as many as five 

million people living in the 

US illegally from 

deportation.  The suit was 

filed yesterday alleging the 

presidents unilateral action 



is unconstitutional. 

A 21-year old Merrill man 

died after his car left the 

road and rolled several 

times.  The Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s office reported the 

accident shortly before 1:00 

yesterday afternoon on Joe 

Snow Road just west of 

Merrill.  The man, who has 

not yet been identified, was 

not wearing a seatbelt and 

was thrown from the 

vehicle.   

Wisconsin drivers are liking 

the drop in gas prices but 

lawmakers, facing a 

projected $680 million 

shortfall in the 

transportation budget, are 

looking to increase fuel 

taxes on both the state and 

federal level.  Many doubt 

that will happen. 

 

  
Election result breakdowns News 12/4/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin has over 18-

hundred cities, villages, and 



towns -- and Governor 

Scott Walker carried almost 

80-percent of them in last 

month's elections.  The state 

Government Accountability 

Board released its final 

certified results this week 

from the November fourth 

voting.  The governor also 

won in two-thirds of 

Wisconsin villages and 90-

percent of rural and 

suburban towns. 

It's another January-type 

morning in far northern 

Wisconsin.  Manitowish 

Waters in Vilas County was 

down to 10-below at seven 

o'clock, and Land O'Lakes 

was at minus-nine. 

 Fortunately for them, there 

were no winds to speak of -- 

and therefore, no wind chill.  

Milder conditions are 

forecast into the weekend. 

Tommy Thompson once 

called Wisconsin the place 

"where Harleys roar."  But 

only a relative peep could 



be heard yesterday, when 

Harley-Davidson's new 

electric motorcycle rode 

into  the annual meeting of 

the Wisconsin Sustainable 

Business Council at 

Milwaukee's Harley 

museum.  Company 

president Matt Levatich 

rode the quiet "Project Live-

wire" bike into a meeting 

room -- surprising those in 

attendance. The electric 

Harley was first unveiled in 

June.  And while it's getting 

good reviews from riders, 

Levatich says it's too limited 

in its range -- and too high 

in cost -- to put it on the 

market yet. 

Wisconsin outdoor lovers 

already started buying their 

state park admission stickers 

for next year -- but out-of-

state residents will have to 

wait a while.  The D-N-R says 

a printing issue delayed the 

first day of non-resident 

admission sales to 



December 12th.  They 

provide admission to over 

60 state parks, forests, and 

other recreation sites 

throughout the Badger 

State. 
 

  
Fire at McNaughton News 12/5/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Fire late yesterday morning 

destroyed a hay barn at 

the Fort Wilderness Camp in 

McNaughton.  Officials say 

the blaze was started by a 

tractor in the building.  No 

injuries were reported.  

Volunteer firefighters from 

several area townships 

responded to the calls.  

Damage was estimated 

around $75,000.     

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office identified the man 

killed in a single vehicle 

accident early Wednesday 

afternoon.  21-year old 

Matthew Lepak died when 

he was thrown from the 

vehicle after it left Joe Snow 

Road just west of Merrill and 

rolled several times.   

Northern Wisconsin has 



representation on the 

legislature’s powerful 

budget writing Joint 

Finance Committee.  

Senator Tom Tiffany, a 

Hazelhurst Republican was 

appointed by Senate 

Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald yesterday.  In a 

statement Tiffany said he’d 

bring a much-needed 

Northwoods perspective to 

the position.   

The Governor’s annual 

Northern Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Summit wraps up in 

Minocqua today.  Scott 

Walker addressed the 

group yesterday saying his 

office has turned their 

attention from jobs to the 

workforce by educating 

and training people to stay.  

He also said growing the 

Northwoods’ economy and 

improving broadband 

internet access will help 



retain and attract skilled 

workers. 

Wisconsin’s third wolf 

hunting season ends today.  

The DNR reports more 

animals may be taken 

before the noon closing.  

The harvest quota of 150 

gray wolves was exceeded 

by one and wildlife officials 

say that number could be 

higher when final figures are 

available.  The state’s 

Indian tribes haven’t 

reported harvesting any 

wolves.  Zone 6 closes at 

8:00 this morning and zone 

3 at noon. 

 

  
Murder for hire plot in central 
Wisconsin News 12/5/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A judge is expected to 

decide next week whether 

there's enough evidence to 

put a central Wisconsin 

woman on trial in a murder-

for-hire plot.  46-year-old 

Shari Klimmer made her 

initial appearance in Clark 

County Circuit Court 



yesterday on two counts of 

conspiracy to commit 

homicide.  Her daughter, 

21-year-old Porscha Rizzi, 

had a similar appearance 

this morning. Officials said 

they tried to employ a hit-

man to kill two fathers who 

had babies with Rizza -- 

after one of them wanted 

to change his child custody 

arrangement because he 

was about to move to 

Minnesota. 

Al-Qaida is threatening to 

kill a Beloit College 

graduate taken hostage in 

Yemen.  Luke Somers was 

kidnapped in September 

2013 in the Yemeni capital 

of Sanaa, where he had 

been working as a 

freelance photographer. 

The 33-year-old Somers also 

spent time at a recreation 

center in Three Lakes.    

Wisconsin Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos 

generally agrees with his 



Senate counterpart on the 

need to pass a right-to-work 

bill.  But while Republican 

Senate leader Scott 

Fitzgerald wants to get the 

ball rolling in January, Vos 

says his house does not plan 

to take it up that quickly. 

Yesterday, Fitzgerald 

surprised political observers 

saying he wants to get a 

debate going as soon as 

possible on right-to-work -- 

the concept of banning 

union membership or union 

dues as conditions of 

employment in the private 

sector.  Governor Scott 

Walker has repeatedly said 

he'd rather not take up the 

contentious issue, while 

refusing to say whether he'd 

sign a bill if lawmakers pass 

it. 
 

  
State lawmakers considering 
change in john doe law News 12/8/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Republican lawmakers are 

considering changes to 

Wisconsin's "John Doe" law 

after two lengthy 

investigations into Gov. 



Scott Walker's campaign.  

There are worries whether 

the process adequately 

protects citizens' rights to 

due process, privacy and 

free speech and against 

unreasonable searches and 

seizures.  Wisconsin's law 

lays out an often-secretive 

process in which a 

prosecutor, supervised by a 

judge, investigates whether 

a crime has been 

committed and if so, by 

whom.  Prosecutors say the 

investigations are a 

valuable tool for collecting 

evidence and compelling 

testimony when witnesses 

are reluctant or suspects 

uncertain. 

Five fishermen, stranded on 

Lake Winnebago after a 

crack developed in the ice, 

had to be rescued 

yesterday.  The Fond du Lac 

County sheriff's office says 

the anglers, ages 16 to 20, 

http://www.wsaw.com/home/headlines/GOP-Lawmakers-Consider-John-Doe-Law-Changes-285039981.html


became stranded about a 

half-mile out when the wind 

switched and opened the 

50 yard crack.   

University of Wisconsin 

System president Ray Cross 

is proposing changes in 

three main areas in an 

effort to enhance quality 

and affordability like 

reduce the number of 

required credits to 

graduate; create a new 

approval processes for 

capital building projects; re-

examine the need for 

electives and courses with 

lower enrollments; and 

create a new system wide 

hotline to report waste, 

fraud and abuse.  

Some Rhinelander area 

third graders did their 

Christmas shopping with a 

police escort yesterday.  It’s 

part of the annual Shop 

with a Cop program where 

officers pair up with a child 



unable to afford holiday 

presents.  Twenty students 

started with breakfast, 

shopped with $100 

provided by donations and 

had their presents 

wrapped.  City firefighters 

and DNR personnel also 

lent a hand.   
 

  
Merrill man loses money in a 
scam News 12/8/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Should he decide to run for 

president, Governor Scott 

Walker would offer a 

unique election history 

compared to other possible 

G-O-P candidates.  Walker 

has shown he can 

repeatedly win tight 

contests in a highly-

competitive state.  His three 

statewide victories stand 

out in a place that has 

carried Democratic 

presidents since 1988.  No 

other Republican can claim 

that.  Also, Walker does the 

best job of making sure his 

party's own voters show up 

at the polls.  Among 20 

states with exit polls, he 



attracted the highest 

percentage of his party's 

vote, getting support from 

96-percent of Wisconsin 

Republican voters.      

A Merrill man lost 65-

hundred dollars to a scam.  

Lincoln County authorities 

say he was told he’d won 

25-million dollars in the 

lottery and had to pay the 

65-hundred for taxes, which 

he did.  State consumer 

officials repeatedly remind 

people to never pre-pay for 

anything via phone or 

mailing.   

The state Natural Resources 

Board will be asked 

Wednesday to make the 

first changes to Wisconsin's 

invasive species list since it 

was created in 2009.  D-N-R 

staffers want to classify 49 

new species as being 

prohibited -- meaning 

people must destroy them 

when they find them on 

their properties -- and they 



cannot keep, sell, or 

transport them.  Also, the D-

N-R wants to add another 

32 invasive species to the 

restricted list -- which means 

people can possess them, 

but not move or sell them. 

 In Vilas County one plant 

has drawn attention -- the 

Japanese Barberry, which 

could cause a lot of 

damage if it escapes into 

the wild.   
 

  
Fire in Conover that left one 
dead News 12/09/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Vilas County Authorities are 

looking for the cause of a 

fire that left one person 

dead in Conover early 

yesterday morning.  The 

Sheriff’s department 

reported the fire just before 

3:30 on the 3000 block of 

Hwy 45 in the town.  Several 

departments responded, 

finding the home ablaze 

when they arrived.  The 

name of victim has not yet 

been released. 

Police will be searching 



Stevens Point Area Senior 

High School again today 

and screening students 

tomorrow after finding 

another bomb threat at the 

school, the fifth this year.  

This lastest one discovered 

yesterday, written on the 

wall in a boys rest room.  

Another threat was found 

on a social media site just 

last week.   

A Lac du Flambeau woman 

is charged in the death of a 

family dog.  30-year old 

Fayne Vetterneck was in 

Vilas County Court 

yesterday charged with 

mistreating an animal and 

obstructing an officer.  After 

the small dog reportedly bit 

a child she allegedly 

grabbed the animal and 

tossed it down the 

basement stairs.  

Vetterneck is free on a 

$1000 signature bond. 

The number of smokers in 



Wisconsin is down, thanks in 

part to efforts to prevent 

adults and kids from lighting 

up in the first place and 

getting adult smokers to 

quit.  Officials with the UW 

Center for Tobacco 

Research and Intervention 

say the $5-million 

investment is a good one 

for Wisconsin’s health.  Sales 

of tobacco products to 

underage youth are also 

down.  

And in sports, some tense 

moments in the second half 

but the Packers dropped 

Atlanta 43-37 at Lambeau 

last night. 

 

  
State gas prices keep 
dropping  News 12/9/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin gas prices keep 

dropping.  The Triple-"A" 

says the statewide average 

is 2.64-a-gallon for regular 

unleaded.  That's about a 

penny lower than the 

national average of 2.65. 

 The Wisconsin price is one-



and-a-half cents lower than 

yesterday -- 13 cents 

cheaper than last Tuesday -

- and 34-cents less than a 

month ago.   A further drop 

of 10-to-15 cents is 

expected before Christmas, 

and prices should stay 

relatively low until early next 

year. 

The State Claims Board will 

be asked today to give 

over a half-million tax 

dollars to the Canadian 

Pacific Railway.  The firm 

said it deserves to 

compensated for helping 

the former Doyle 

administration apply for a 

federal grant that current 

Governor Scott Walker later 

gave back.  The 

Republican Walker rejected 

a proposed high-speed rail 

passenger line from 

Milwaukee-to-Madison in 

late 2010.  The D-O-T 

returned an 810-million 

dollar federal grant the 



state received for the 

project.  The Canadian 

Pacific said it would be 

compensated for what it 

lost in helping write the 

grant request.  The D-O-T 

said the C-P did not have a 

written contract, and the 

state has no obligation to 

pay the company. 

The state Natural Resources 

Board is scheduled to hear 

a report tomorrow on a wolf 

hunt that exceeded its 

statewide quota for the 

third straight year.  The final 

harvest was 154 by sport 

hunters and trappers -- four 

above the state's limit of 

150.  A season that was 

scheduled to run for four-

and-a-half months ended 

last Friday after just over a 

month-and-a-half.  The cut-

off was announced one 

day before the statewide 

limit was reached.   
 

  
A massive cleanup project  
on the great lakes will News  12/10/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A massive cleanup program on 
the Great Lakes will keep going 



continue for at least another five years. 

 On a voice vote yesterday, the 
U-S House agreed to continue 

the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative.  It has helped pay 

for 22-hundred water quality 
improvement projects in 

Wisconsin and other parts of 
the region -- things like 

sewage plant repairs, 
rebuilding habitat, and keeping 

the bloated Asian carp away.   
The E-P-A oversees the Great 

Lakes initiative.   
 

A waitress died from severe 

head injuries, after she got 
caught in a food elevator at a 

western Wisconsin restaurant. 
 Fountain City Police have 

completed their investigation 
into the death of 21-year-old 

Brooke Baures (bau'-ers) of 
Chetek.  She was working at 

the Wing-Dam Saloon and Grill 
when the mishap occurred the 

night of December first. 
 Investigators said the 

elevator, also known as a 
dumb-waiter, did not have an 

interlock to prevent it from 

running when the door was 
open.  Officials said Baures' 

head was almost entirely inside 
the cab when it began to 



descend -- and part of the 

machinery struck the top of 
her head. Witnesses said 

Baures could have been the 
only person to press the 

elevator's control button on the 
second floor.   

  
The Mega Millions jackpot is 

above 100-million dollars for 
the first time since Election 

Night on November fourth. 
 The top prize rose to 102-

million dollars, after nobody 
won it last night.  Nobody 

around the country won the 

million-dollar second prize, 
either.  The current jackpot is 

the highest since a player in 
New York State won 321-

million dollars on November 
fourth.   
 

  
Jr. high student in St. Point 
arrested for making bomb 
threat News 12/10/14  12p,5p 1:30 

 The E-P-A's Midwest regional 
administrator says she's 

"perplexed" by Wisconsin's 
strong opposition to the federal 

plan for addressing climate 
change. Wisconsin would have 

to cut its emissions by 34-
percent. Republican Governor 

Scott Walker and various state 

regulators said the Badger 
State would be penalized more 

than others, saying its reliance 



on coal would make electric 

customers pay higher rates. 
Susan Hedman said Wisconsin 

has the resources to use 
cheaper forms of power 

generation, like renewable 
energy, that can create new 

economic opportunities.  
 

A junior high school student in 
Stevens Point has been 

arrested for making a bomb 
threat.  Officials said the threat 

was reported by a student who 
was quickly identified as the 

suspect.  In a letter to parents, 

the principal at P-J Jacobs 
Junior High said the threat was 

written in a girls' bathroom 
stall -- and it said a bomb 

would go off today.  After 
speaking with the suspect, 

school officials determined 
there was no real threat to 

others. The Stevens Point 
Journal said there have been at 

least five bomb threats in the 
district since fall classes began 

in September. District 
spokeswoman Sarah O'Donnell 

said it's not exactly known 

what's causing the rash of 
incidents.   

  
Adams County authorities said 



a man tried getting out of his 

10th drunk driving charge by 
claiming that the alcohol on his 

breath was from beer-battered 
fish he ate.  Seventy-five year 

old John Przybyla (perz-bee-
luh) of Friendship was arrested 

in mid-October north of 
Wisconsin Dells on Highway 

13. Przybyla reportedly told 
officers he had just left a fish 

fry, and the alcohol they were 
smelling was from his food. A 

preliminary breath test showed 
a blood alcohol level of point-

zero-six-two -- more than 

three times the limit of point-
zero-two for state drivers with 

three or more O-W-I 
convictions.  
 

  
Other states continue to get 
healthier than Wisconsin News  12/11/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Other states continue to get 
healthier than Wisconsin.  The 

Badger State has fallen to 23rd 
among the 50 states for the 

overall health of its residents. 
 That's down three places from 

a year ago in the annual health 
rankings put out by the United 

Health Foundation. This year's 
decline was blamed in part by 

a sharp rise in whooping cough 

cases.  Binge drinking has 
always been a problem -- but 

the new survey shows that 



Wisconsin reduced those 

binges by 11-percent this year. 
 Also, Wisconsin has 26-

percent more children living in 
poverty now than in 1990. 

  
Wildlife experts say it's a re-

building year for Wisconsin's 
deer herd.  That's what the 

state Natural Resources Board 
was told yesterday, as officials 

explained the reasons for the 
lowest harvest for the 

November gun-deer season in 
32 years. D-N-R wildlife 

management bureau director 

Tom Hauge (hau-ge) told the 
board that hunters in 19 

northern counties could only 
take bucks.  Hauge also said 

hunters had to trudge through 
fog, rain, and deep snows in 

various parts of Wisconsin 
during the season's opening 

weekend.  The board 
authorized public hearings on a 

host of rule changes proposed 
in recent years by "deer czar" 

James Kroll and a group of 
trustees.  Nine public hearings 

will be held in January on the 

rule changes.    
State officials plan to set a new 

target next year for how many 
wolves Wisconsin should have 



-- and state residents will have 

a chance to give their ideas to 
the D-N-R.  The current wolf 

management plan calls for a 
population of 350 -- but that 

was set years ago.  The Badger 
State had around 650 wolves 

last spring, even after a rough 
winter and two years of wolf 

hunting.  D-N-R staffers are 
now working on a draft of a 

new plan to be presented at 
public meetings in January.   
 

  
Snowmobiling best in 
northern Wisconsin  News  12/11/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 If you're itching to ride a 
snowmobile, far northern 

Wisconsin is the place to be. 

Travel Wisconsin-Dot-Com 
says trail conditions are 

generally good in Iron County, 
and fair in Bayfield County. 

 Trails are partially open in 
Douglas and Sawyer counties. 

 Vilas County plans to open its 
trails late tomorrow afternoon, 

even though temperatures are 
expected to rise into the 40's 

during the weekend. 
Meanwhile, in the Rhinelander 

area, Oneida County officials 
say their trails are not frozen 

enough yet.   

  
Local government leaders have 

grumbled for years about a 



lack of state funding to fix their 

streets.  Now, those officials 
have come up with their own 

tax-and-fee hike proposal. The 
Local Government Institute of 

Wisconsin asked the governor 
and Legislature yesterday to 

consider some general 
proposals that would put more 

money into local road budgets. 
 They include a bigger reliance 

on local wheel taxes,  a higher 
state gas tax, and bringing 

back automatic adjustments 
for inflation -- and charging 

fees according to how many 

miles people drive. Governor 
Scott Walker has said he would 

make make significant changes 
to the D-O-T's proposal, when 

the governor's budget goes to 
lawmakers early next year. 

 
Governor Walker said casino 

magnate Sheldon Adelson did 
not promise any funding for his 

possible presidential bid, when 
the two met in Las Vegas this 

week. Walker said yesterday 
he did not directly ask Adelson 

to support him if he runs for 

the White House in 2016.   
Adelson, the owner of the 

Venetian Resort-Casino and 
the head of the Las Vegas 



Sands Corporation, gave a 

quarter-million dollars to 
Walker in his 2012 recall 

election -- and another 650-
thousand to the state G-O-P 

for this fall's contests.   
 

  
Ice caves at the apostle 
islands News 12/12/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 If you did not see the majestic 

ice caves at the Apostle Islands 
last winter, you might get 

another chance this year. 
 Chief planner Julie Van 

Stappen of the Apostles' 
National Lakeshore says 

there's a "very good chance" 
that thick ice can be formed for 

safe walking close to the shore 

of Lake Superior, if cold 
temperatures and light winds 

persist.  Social media and 
international news coverage 

resulted in 138-thousand 
visitors walking the two-mile 

trek from Meyers Beach near 
Bayfield to the ice caves.  It 

put such a strain on security 
and parking personnel, that 

the Park Service proposed a 
five-dollar fee for visitors 16-

and-older, and a 10-dollar 
season pass.  Those fees have 

yet to be finalized. 

 
The state government is not 

obligated to provide health 



care to patients. That's what 

the Fourth District Appeals 
Court in Madison said today.  It 

upheld a circuit judge's ruling 
that threw out a lawsuit from 

2009, which accused five U-W 
Hospital doctors of violating 

the rights of two 
developmentally-disabled 

patients. The doctors said the 
patients' legal guardians told 

them to discontinue care, and 
that's what they did.  One 

patient, a minor, died after he 
failed to get artificial nutrition 

and hydration for his 

pneumonia. The appellate 
judges agreed with Dane 

County Circuit Judge Daniel 
Moeser, who said the state 

does not have a constitutional 
obligation to "provide health 

care, offer services, or act to 
save a person's life." 

 
Governor Scott Walker is not 

saying how he might want to 
expand Wisconsin's school 

voucher program -- the one 
that lets lower-income kids get 

tax money to attend private 

schools.  The Republican 
governor continues to work 

behind closed doors on one of 
the top priorities for Walker 



and the G-O-P-controlled 

Legislature in the coming year. 
 Milwaukee's voucher program 

ran for more than two decades 
before it expanded to Racine in 

2011, and then statewide two 
years on a very limited basis. 

 Enrollment limits were 
removed in the Milwaukee 

County and Racine programs, 
but they're capped at a 

thousand total students 
elsewhere throughout 

Wisconsin.    
 

  
Animal neglect trial reaches 
a plea deal  News  12/12/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The second of two people 

charged with animal neglect 

during January's brutally-cold 
weather has struck a plea deal. 

 Fifty-one year old Mary Morse 
pleaded guilty in Marathon 

County Circuit Court yesterday 
to two misdemeanor charges 

of having an improper outdoor 
animal shelter.  Nine dogs 

were seized from her property 
near Athens on a cold January 

night when the wind-chill 
factor fell below minus-40.  All 

the dogs recovered. Sixty-
seven year old Clark Petitt 

struck a plea deal in 

September on similar charges. 
  

  



Crews will try to break up ice-

jams today on the Wolf River, 
where a dozen homes and 

businesses have been flooded 
at Keshena in Menominee 

County. Ben Warrington, the 
Menominee tribe's emergency 

management director, says a 
mechanical process will be 

used.  Residents and officials 
placed more than a-thousand 

sand-bags along the shore to 
protect buildings.  As 

temperatures warm up this 
weekend, the National Weather 

Service says water-and-ice 

levels might fluctuate more, 
due to increased run-off.  A 

flood warning was supposed to 
expire at eight this morning -- 

but it's been extended until 
tomorrow night at eight. 

 
None of Wisconsin's Indian 

tribes are expected to start 
growing marijuana, after the 

U-S Justice Department 
relaxed enforcement of pot 

laws on sovereign 
lands. Wisconsin has its own 

laws against pot growing and 

selling both on-and-off tribal 
lands -- and Attorney General 

J-B Van Hollen says those bans 
will still be enforced.  The state 



Justice Department has worked 

with tribes for many years on 
their efforts to get rid of illegal 

drugs on reservations. Timothy 
Purdon, who chairs a U-S 

attorney general's sub-
committee on Native American 

issues, says the new guidance 
will be adopted on a case-by-

case basis. 
 

  
Eagle River woman missing, 
found dead News 12/15/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 An Eagle River woman, 

reported missing last week 

was found dead early 

Saturday morning.  71-year 

old Hertha Broecker was 

last seen Sunday, the 7th 

and again a couple days 

later by a neighbor, walking 

down the road.  Around 

2:30 Saturday morning, 

Eagle River Police 

discovered her near 

Riverview Park.  It’s believed 

she entered the river at 

some point and was able to 

get out, only to fall victim to 

the elements.  The Vilas 

Country Sheriff’s office is 

assisting in the investigation. 

It’s a bit ironic that winter 



began in earnest almost a 

month ago, while it doesn’t 

officially begin until Sunday.  

But some of the snowmobile 

trails opened over the 

weekend are already 

closing because of the 

unseasonal temperatures.  

While wooded areas still 

show the heavy, wet snow, 

open spots are in many 

instances bare.  Area 

snowmobile clubs 

maintaining these systems 

advise to wait until it gets 

colder again and we get 

some more snow to do any 

serious riding.   

As the holidays approach, 

state health officials are 

urging the public to get a 

flu shot before heading out 

to parties and family 

gatherings.  Getting a shot 

or a dose of the nasal mist 

version can help ensure 

none of the gifts you give or 

receive this year include 



the virus. It takes about a 

week for the vaccine to be 

effective.  The flu season 

got off to an early start this 

year, with almost 200 

hospitalizations already 

reported.  

And Packer great Fuzzy 

Thurston, starting guard 

under Vince Lombardi in 

the 60s, died over the 

weekend.  He was 80 years 

old. 

 

 
Unseasonably mild weather News 12/16/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The weather lately’s been 

more like March than 

December and the good 

snow base for snowmobile 

trails has diminished greatly, 

as have the ice conditions.  

The unseasonally mild air 

and runoff from the rain 

and snowmelt constantly 

change the ice on area 

lakes and rivers, along with 

the risk of ice jams on the 

moving water.  Officials 

urge extreme caution if 



venturing out on the ice 

until things cool off again. 
 

More than 200 million 

people are on the Do Not 

Call list but the calls keep 

coming.  And it turns out 

because many of the calls 

are coming from local 

numbers - they may not 

actually be illegal. The 

Federal Trade Commission 

says federal law only 

applies to interstate 

commerce.  So they 

generally can't go after 

telemarketers calling from 

within your own state.   Of 

the hundreds of thousands 

of complaints, the FTC has 

only taken action against 

600 illegal telemarketers 

since the list's inception in 

2003.  Enforcement is 

difficult because the 

technology now allows calls 

to originate without being 

tracked. 

Wisconsin state ag officials 



want to help local 

producers do a better job 

marketing their food 

products to the public. The 

Buy Local, Buy Wisconsin 

Local Food Business Seminar 

Series will continue in the 

New Year with marketing 

seminars starting January 

5th.  This low-cost seminar 

gives local producers an 

opportunity to see exactly 

how other people 

succeeded.  Officials say 

having real-world successes 

demonstrated in this public 

format is rare, so growers 

and producers should take 

advantage of the chance 

to learn something new.  In 

this area the seminar is 

January 6th in Stevens Point. 

 

 
An 8 year old from 
Minnesota dies in Wisconsin 
hunting accident News 12/16/14 12p,5p 1:30 

An eighth-grader from Red 

Wing Minnesota has died in 

a western Wisconsin hunting 

accident.  Pierce County 

authorities said Logan 

Hinrichs died from a 



gunshot wound over the 

weekend, while hunting in 

Maiden Rock.  The death 

remains under investigation. 

A new report says Wisconsin 

is getting 756-million dollars 

in the current fiscal year 

from cigarette tax revenues 

and the 1998 lawsuit 

settlement against tobacco 

companies.  However, the 

state will only spend seven-

tenths of one-percent of 

the money on stop-smoking 

programs -- or five-point-

three million dollars.  The 

amount has held steady in 

recent years, and Wisconsin 

spends the 17th-lowest per 

capita.  A annual report 

from the American Cancer 

Society, heart-and-lung 

associations, and other 

groups said the states will 

get almost 26-billion dollars 

in tobacco-related 

revenues this year -- but 

only 490-million will be spent 

to get smokers to quit and 



prevent others from starting.  

79-hundred Wisconsinites 

die from smoking each 

year. 

In person it’s hard to find 

someone more humble 

than Ted Voigt.  But on the 

basketball court he was a 

force for 38 years.  The 

longtime basketball coach 

at Lakeland high school, a 

former chemistry teacher, 

retired in 2012 but not 

before he notched well 

over 500 wins in his career, is 

in the Wisconsin basketball 

coaches hall of fame and 

now will be honored by 

having the court in the 

Lakeland fieldhouse named 

after him.  The school board 

approved the honor last 

night.  His name will be 

painted on the wooden 

floor and unveiled in a 

ceremony January 9th.  This 

reporter broadcast his first 

game…congrats coach.   
 

 News 12/17/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 Wisconsin is the 12th highest 



Taxation in Wisconsin taxed state in the country 

and third highest in the 

upper Midwest, where 

Illinois was the highest taxed 

at 11.7 percent of personal 

income and ninth highest 

nationwide.  New figures 

from the non-partisan 

Wisconsin Taxpayers 

Alliance show the state and 

local tax loads were 11.4% 

of personal income, 

compared to the national 

average of 10.5%.  

Wyoming is the lowest, 66% 

below the national 

average.   

Noting the healthcare 

environment has changed 

dramatically the last few 

years, officials with the 

Marshfield Clinic say they’re 

looking to join other local 

hospitals in the AboutHealth 

clinically integrated 

network.  AboutHealth is a 

recently-formed partnership 

between seven of the 

state's leading health care 



systems, including Aspirus, a 

major competitor for 

Marshfield Clinic.  A 

decision could come by 

March of next year.   

Governor Scott Walker says 

former Florida Governor Jeb 

Bush actively exploring a 

run for president will not 

impact his decision whether 

or not to enter the race.  

While he has not made a 

decision himself and has 

offered no timetable, 

Walker said yesterday the 

news Bush is forming an 

exploratory committee will 

not be adding any pressure 

on him to make one soon. 

The republican Walker 

reaffirmed his past 

statements that he’s more 

focused right now on his 

legislative agenda and the 

budget he’ll introduce early 

next year. 

Published reports indicate 

University of Pittsburgh head 

http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/jeb-bush-actively-explore-possibility-running-president/story?id=27633330
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/jeb-bush-actively-explore-possibility-running-president/story?id=27633330


football coach Paul Chryst 

is in Madison and is 

expected to be named the 

next head coach of the 

Wisconsin Badgers tonight. 

 

 
Parts of northern Wisconsin 
are being pounded by snow News 12/17/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker says 

he'll decide whether 

hunters and anglers should 

have to keep paying for an 

environmental review of 

Gogebic Taconite's 

proposed iron ore mine. 

 We learned this week the 

state used hunting and 

fishing fee revenues, plus 

tax money, to pay 260-

thousand dollars that won't 

be recovered from the 

mining firm.  It paid for 

several aspects of the 

state's oversight of the 

proposed iron ore 

extraction in Ashland and 

Iron counties.  Critics said 

previous mining firms had to 

cover those costs -- but 

Republican lawmakers 

approved a break as part 



of its 2013 law which eased 

environmental rules for 

Gogebic and similar 

projects.  The Republican 

Walker said he'd prefer 

hunting, fishing, and 

trapping license fees be 

used only for those 

purposes -- and he'll review 

the use of those monies for 

the mining project. 

Parts of northern Wisconsin 

are getting pounded again 

by lake-effect snow. 

Cornucopia, the state's 

northern-most community in 

Bayfield County, had nine-

inches Monday night and 

yesterday.  Madeline Island, 

near Bayfield, had almost 

seven inches.  Saxon in Iron 

County had just over five. 

 Up to 11-inches could fall in 

some places, by the time 

the storm clears out tonight. 

  

 

Green Bay can still clinch 

the N-F-C North victories 



against the Buccaneers this 

weekend, and at home 

against first-place Detroit on 

December 28th.  The 

Packers and Lions are both 

10-and-4 but Detroit has the 

tie-breaker at the moment.   

Milwaukee Bucks' rookie 

Jabari Parker is out for the 

season, after he tore an A-

C-L ligament in his left knee 

in Monday night's win over 

Phoenix. 
 

 
Gov. Walker speaks out 
about relations with Cuba News 12/18/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Gov. Scott Walker believes 

normalization of relations 

with Cuba is a "bad idea."  

Walker was asked 

yesterday about the United 

States restoring diplomatic 

relations with Cuba after 

more than a half-century of 

discord.  Walker says he 

doesn't think there's been 

any noticeable change 

toward making Cuba a 

more free or prosperous 

country.  He said without 

sanctions on Cuba "it opens 

the doors to problems."   



Results of an autopsy of a 

one-year-old child found 

unresponsive at a 

Rhinelander day care 

center in September show 

the youngster died of acute 

viral pneumonia  The 

Rhinelander Police 

Department released the 

report yesterday in the 

Sept. 24 death of Brooklyn 

Ohm at Pat's Daycare.  The 

report said the child woke 

up from a nap crying about 

12:30 p.m. then fell asleep 

again about 1 while laying 

on her stomach on a 

blanket on the floor.  When 

a day care worker tried to 

wake her shortly before 3, 

the child was not breathing. 

A Rhinelander High School 

student has been expelled 

for having a weapon on 

school grounds.  The 14-

year old possessed a pellet 

gun, an offense carrying a 

mandatory one-year 

expulsion.  The school 



board unanimously 

approved the order 

Monday until the student 

turns 21.  There were other 

issues investigated including 

misuse of district 

technology.  The parents 

can petition the district to 

reinstate the student after 

the first year.  

Superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

said the student is not 

allowed on school property 

during the expulsion and at 

no time was the student 

body in any danger.  
 

 
Two burglary suspects have 
been caught News 12/18/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Two burglary suspects are 

under arrest, after they 

allegedly shot at officers 

pursuing them during a 

chase.  It all started last 

night, when authorities in 

nearby Upper Michigan 

told Marinette County 

deputies two wanted men 

were staying at a hotel in 

Crivitz.  The two had been 

suspected of busting into 

homes in Pound Wisconsin 



and Stephenson Michigan. 

 Officials said nobody was 

hurt in the episode, and at 

least one weapon was 

recovered and the men 

arrested after crashing their 

car. 

 

Governor Scott Walker says 

he remains committed to 

cutting local property taxes, 

even with a possible two-

point-two billion dollar 

budget deficit on the 

horizon. The Republican 

Walker made brief 

appearances in six 

Wisconsin cities yesterday, 

including Wausau, to 

remind homeowners his 

party cut local taxes by an 

average of 141-dollars since 

2010.  Walker also said the 

state was working with local 

governments on their tax 

levies, to assure more tax 

cuts over the next four 

years.  The tour took place 

as local tax bills show up. 



Veterans taking one-day 

Honor Flights to the nation's 

capital will have fewer 

airport hassles, thanks to the 

federal spending package 

signed into law this week.  A 

temporary administrative 

rule passed in 2011 was first 

suggested by a Wisconsin 

Honor Flight leader, and it's 

now permanent law.  It lets 

veterans on chartered 

Honor Flights pass through 

security just by showing 

valid photo I-D. The flights 

began several years ago to 

let World War Two veterans 

see their national memorial 

in Washington before they 

die.  The program has since 

included veterans from the 

Korean and Vietnam wars. 
 

 
Crandon man busted on 
child porn charges News 12/19/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Policing themselves, the 

technical staff at Google 

notified authorities of a 

Crandon man uploading 

child pornography.  30-year 

old Justin Bula is free on 

$15,000 cash bond, 



charged with 10 counts of 

possessing child porn after 

an investigation by the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Justice, acting on a tip from 

the search engine giant in 

August.  A search warrant 

turned up additional 

images and videos, 

according to court 

documents.  Bula has been 

ordered to have no 

contact with anyone under 

the age of 18 and is back in 

Forest County court 

January 7th.   

 

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

office needs your help to 

identify two people who 

allegedly used a stolen 

credit card at a 

Rhinelander area store.  The 

picture is posted on this 

station’s Facebook page.  If 

you have any information 

you’re asked to contact the 

department at 715-361-

5100. 



 

The Lincoln County Sheriff 

reminds drivers his deputies 

will be out over the holidays 

making sure the roads stay 

safe.  Jeff Jaeger said 478 

people died this year in 

traffic accidents, three in 

Lincoln County.  He says no 

one should have an officer 

knocking at the door right 

before Christmas and urges 

drivers to slow down, buckle 

up use a designated driver 

if drinking.   

 

Highway 47/55 through 

Keshena is still closed this 

morning.  The Wisconsin 

DOT and Menominee tribal 

officials are trying to pump 

flood waters from the Wolf 

River back over barricades 

but the freezing 

temperatures aren’t 

helping.  The main 

thourofare through the 

county’s been closed since 

Tuesday and officials say 



the problem could get 

worse over the weekend. 
 

 
Voting next year on energy 
companies News 12/19/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin utility regulators 

they will not impose a 

further delay in voting next 

year on the proposed 

merger of Wisconsin Energy 

and the Integrys Energy 

Group, parent company of 

Wisconsin public service. 

 Advocates for consumers 

and large factories urged 

the state Public Service 

Commission to delay action 

on the matter -- because 

neighboring Michigan did. 

 Officials there say they 

want to wait until it can be 

decided how much people 

in that state should pay to 

keep operating a large 

power plant in the UP.  We 

Energies wants to close it, 

while a regional group says 

the facility needs to stay 

open.   

The Menominee Indian tribe 

is installing barriers to 

replace sandbags, as they 



and keep more flooding to 

a minimum on the Wolf 

River in Keshena.  More 

than a dozen homes and 

businesses in Keshena are 

flooded and Highway 47/55 

and county double V are 

closed until further notice 

because of it.  Ice jams 

have caused flooding for 

more than a week -- and 

the National Weather 

Service says colder 

temperatures may create 

more ice, and a slow rise in 

the river levels.   Several 

attempts to break up the 

ice jams have failed.  

If you go shopping 

tomorrow, you'll have lots of 

company.  The Saturday 

before Christmas is 

expected to replace Black 

Friday as the busiest 

shopping day of the year. 

 For one thing, much of 

Black Friday's sales now 

take place on Thanksgiving 

night.  Also, gas prices are 



down 30-percent from 

Labor Day.  Several major 

retailers plan to have their 

stores open 24-hours-a-day 

until Christmas Eve. 
 

 
Snowmobile fatality in Forest 
Co.  News 12/22/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Snowmobile trails were 

barely open a week and 

authorities in Forest County 

report a fatality.  The 

Sheriff’s office is 

investigating the crash off 

the shore line of Roberts 

Lake, where it hit a tree 

early Saturday morning.  

The driver, a 22-year old 

Muskego man was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

Freezing rain and a couple 

quick inches of snow 

contributed to a number of 

traffic accidents across the 

North yesterday.  Lincoln 

County alone investigated 

more than 10 of them in less 

than four hours.  One driver 

was shaken up after rolling 

her vehicle on Hwy 51 near 

County H but refused 



medical transport.  A 19-

year old was cited for 

traveling too fast for 

conditions as a deputy 

watched as she tried to 

pass another vehicle on the 

icy road and lost control, 

leaving the pavement and 

nearly striking his marked 

patrol car.   

The body of a Merrill man, 

reported missing by family 

members since late 

October was found 

Saturday afternoon.  

Cadaver dogs discovered 

51-year old Jeffrey Maruska 

in a wooded area just east 

of where he lived in Rock 

Falls.  No other information 

was available from the 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office. 

Social media played a role 

in identifying two people, 

sought in connection with 

using a stolen credit card.  

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

department over the 



weekend arrested 25-year 

old Andrew Washburn and 

23-year old Brieanna 

Persike, both of Wausau.  

They used the card at a 

store in Rhinelander and 

surveillance photos were 

circulated online.  No court 

appearance has been 

scheduled yet. 
 

 
Antigo man under arrest News 12/22/14 12p,5p 1:30 

An Antigo man is under 

arrest, after he allegedly 

fled from a domestic 

disturbance, burned down 

his workplace, and then led 

officers on a high-speed 

chase.  It happened late 

Saturday night and early 

yesterday.  Nobody was 

hurt. Marathon County 

sheriff's officials said the 39-

year-old man tried ramming 

an Antigo police car, then 

fled to a storage building at 

Bushman Trucking near 

Wittenberg where he 

served as a mechanic. 

 Marathon County hostage 

negotiators tried for about 



two hours to get the man to 

surrender.  Instead, he 

allegedly set several fires at 

the trucking firm and drove 

off again before crashing. 

Two Lincoln County men 

have been arrested for 

using duct tape to attach a 

three-year-old child to a 

door.  It happened last 

week near Irma.  Sheriff's 

deputies were called by 

someone who said the 

child's hands and feet were 

bound by heavy-duty tape 

to a house door.  Witnesses 

gave conflicting reports of 

who was responsible. 

 Officials said both suspects 

-- ages 21-and-22 -- face 

possible felony charges of 

physical child abuse.  They 

could also be charged with 

reckless bodily harm, since 

the youngster had an 

allergic reaction to the duct 

tape. 

Residents in the city of 

Rhinelander should be on 



the lookout for notices from 

the Water/wastewater utility 

about opening their faucets 

again this winter.  Unlike last 

year when a blanket 

notification went out, 

residents and business 

owners this year will receive 

individual notices.  Only 

utility customers getting this 

authorization will receive 

the utility cost credit.  While 

it’s not a concern yet, 

officials want people to 

know about the change. 
 

 
A reminder to keep your 
home locked up  News 12/23/14 6a,7a,8a 1;30 

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department reminds you to 

keep homes locked at night 

or whenever you’re are 

away.  The two people 

arrested for using a stolen 

credit card entered a 

home at night and took a 

purse containing the card 

and cash.  Andrew 

Washburn and Brieanna 

Persike, both of Wausau 

were arrested and charged 

with burglary, theft and 



misappropriation of 

identification.  Investigators 

said the media and public’s 

assistance were crucial in 

the case, having identified 

the couple.   

Also in court, three people 

arrested on drug charges.  

30-year old Randy Degner 

of Merrill and 26-year old 

Crystal Dean and 24-year 

old Danielle Zietlow, both of 

Tomahawk were in Lincoln 

County court yesterday 

after police discovered 

marijuana, meth, 

packaging materials and 

other drug paraphernalia 

after a search last Friday.   

The National guard is 

standing by, following news 

a white police officer won’t 

be charged for fatally 

shooting a mentally ill black 

man in Milwaukee.  

Governor Scott Walker says 

people have a right to 

protest, but they don’t have 

http://www.wrn.com/2014/12/milwaukee-co-da-wont-charge-ex-officer-in-fatal-shooting/
http://www.wrn.com/2014/12/milwaukee-co-da-wont-charge-ex-officer-in-fatal-shooting/


the right to put people’s 

lives — or property –at risk.  

The Guard is ready — if 

necessary — to help keep 

the peace at any protests 

over the Dontre Hamilton 

decision, made yesterday 

by the district attorney.    

The majority of the Oneida 

County state funded 

snowmobile trail system 

opens this afternoon at 

5:00.  Officials stress caution 

when venturing on area 

lakes, however and 

reminder riders to stay on 

the marked trails.  Four 

areas remain closed in the 

Minocqua, Three Lakes and 

Willow Region.  Local 

snowmobile clubs can 

provide more information. 
 

 
Looks like a white Christmas 
for northern Wisconsin News 12/23/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Hours after Milwaukee 

County District Attorney 

John Chisholm announced 

his decision to not file 

charges in the shooting 

death of a mentally ill black 



man by a white Milwaukee 

police officer, the U.S. 

Attorney for Eastern District 

of Wisconsin said there will 

be a federal review of the 

case.  The DA ruled ex-

officer Christopher Manney 

acted in self-defense when 

he shot Dontre Hamilton 

during an altercation last 

April.  He was relieved of his 

duties shortly after the 

incident. 

Northern Wisconsin is 

guaranteed a white 

Christmas with yet another 

storm that is intensifying to 

nearly an inch an hour in 

some spots.  Much of the 

North picked up a couple 

quick inches by this morning 

and it hasn’t let up most of 

the day. This has left roads 

snow covered and slippery 

and law enforcement 

reminds drivers to slow 

down.  Much of the south 

will experience a brown 



holiday with just rain in the 

forecast but a system could 

bring some white to the 

southeast corner of the 

state. 

The man who started the 

Famous Dave's restaurant 

chain is making plans to re-

build his original barbeque 

diner near Hayward.  Dave 

Anderson says he has 

insurance matters to settle, 

after a fire destroyed the 

restaurant on November 

third.  He says construction 

will most likely begin 

sometime next year on the 

shores of Round Lake east 

of Hayward -- and the new 

place should open in 2016. 

 In the meantime, Anderson 

says a temporary Famous 

Dave's should open by 

February first at the former 

Canton Garden restaurant 

in Hayward. 
 

 
Tough sledding on area trails News 12/24/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Snowmobilers may find 

some tough sledding on 

area trails.  The Oneida 



County trail system first 

opened yesterday but with 

exceptions.  Similar 

restrictions are found in 

Price Country as well.  

Snowmobilers are 

encouraged to check 

online sources for current 

trail conditions and access.  

Trails in Forest, Langlade, 

Lincoln and Marathon are 

still closed.  Vilas trails are 

open.  Officials do stress 

caution on area lakes and 

urge riders to stay on the 

marked trails.  

One of the major pieces of 

equipment regional airports 

rely on this time of year deal 

with snow removal.  And 

after another batch 

yesterday, flight delays 

were kept to a minimum.  

The Langlade County 

Airport replaced several 

worn out pieces with new 

equipment earlier this 

season with the help of a 



grant and over the last 

several storms it’s come in 

handy.  Airport managers 

say thousands of dollars are 

spent annually on 

maintenance alone. 

Not everyone gets to enjoy 

a holiday meal with family 

and friends, that’s why the 

Rhinelander Lions Club has 

put on the Christmas Not 

Alone dinner the last 29 

years.  The club and 

volunteers serve hundreds 

of full meals, with all the 

trimmings at the 

Rhinelander Armory from 11 

to 1:30.  They’ll deliver many 

more.  Volunteers are still 

needed and if you’re 

interested, call 715-360-

2549.   

And in sports, five Green 

Bay Packers made the Pro 

Bowl, led by quarterback 

Aaron Rodgers.  Also 

selected were linebacker 

Clay Matthews for the fifth 



time in his six year career, 

fullback John Kuhn, and 

lineman Josh Sitton, for their 

second appearance and a 

first time nod for wide 

receiver Jordy Nelson.   

 

 
Traffic death in Three Lakes News 12/26/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Three Lakes Police report a 

traffic death.  It happened 

Tuesday afternoon just 

before 1:00 on Hwy 45 near 

Big Lake Road.  75-year old 

Glenn Hoffman of Three 

Lakes lost control of his pick 

up, striking an oncoming 

car driven by a Michigan 

woman.  Both were taken 

to St. Mary’s Hospital in 

Rhinelander where he died 

that night.  Both drivers 

were wearing seatbelts at 

the time of the accident. 

Gregory Porter is back 

behind bars.  The 58-year 

old Rhinelander man was 

indicted by a federal grand 

jury earlier this month for 

interstate travel without 

updating his sex offender 



status.  He was arrested this 

week for failing to register.   

State Senator Tom Tiffany is 

taking issue with last Friday’s 

ruling by a judge, halting 

Wisconsin’s ability to 

manage the wolf 

population.  The Hazelhurst 

Republican said US District 

Judge Beryl Howell’s 

decision calling the state’s 

program “arbitrary and 

capricious” is out of line.  

Tiffany stated the wolf 

numbers are at all time 

highs and with the judge 

seeking to put the animals 

back on the endangered 

species list, it’s being done 

with no justification, leaving 

sportsmen to pick up the 

tab. 

Merrill firefighters were 

called to reports of an ice 

shack burning last night.  

Crews were dispatched to 

a home on Hwy 17 where 

the structure was in the 



driveway, attached to a 

vehicle, in preparation for 

the trip to the frozen water.  

Family members said they 

started the wood stove to 

prep the shelter and 

something must have gone 

wrong.  The inside was 

destroyed.   

 

 
Two teens missing in 
Waupaca Co. are alive and 
well News 12/26/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin's housing, health 

care, and banking 

industries expect to have 

good years in 2015 -- but 

farmers could see their 

profits go down.  That's 

according to forecasts 

prepared for the state 

Bankers Association, which 

will discuss the New Year's 

economic prospects at a 

luncheon in Madison next 

month. According to 

bankers' group president 

Rose Oswald Poels, it's the 

most optimistic report of its 

kind in the past five years. 

 She says the banking 

industry has "turned the 



corner" after the Great 

Recession, and many 

businesses and consumers 

are starting to take out 

loans again. 

Two teens reported missing 

in Waupaca County on 

Christmas Eve are alive and 

well.  Waupaca Police and 

sheriff's officials said 16-

year-old Jesrael McCourt 

and 14-year-old Solia Thern 

were found a little before 

nine o'clock last night. 

 There were no immediate 

details of the appearances, 

or how the teens were 

found.  Authorities 

expressed gratitude for tips 

they received during the 

search.   

A number of Wisconsinites 

spent part of their Christmas 

watching the controversial 

film "The Interview."  It 

premiered on its originally-

scheduled date at more 

than 300 independent 

theaters including, Eagle 



River, and Ashland.  Folks 

also got to watch it from 

home, as a separate Sony 

Web site sold and rented 

"The Interview" online. You-

Tube Movies, Google Play, 

and Microsoft X-Box were 

among the sites where 

viewers paid at least 5.99 

each to rent the movie for 

up to 48 hours.  Some just 

wanted to see what the fuss 

was about, after Sony 

Pictures canceled a 

nationwide release amid 

threats of violence from 

hackers linked to North 

Korea. 
 

 
Snowmobile fatality in 
Tomahawk News 12/29/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Another snowmobile fatality 

in the North, this one in 

Tomahawk.  Emergency 

crews were dispatched to 

Lake Mohawksin about 

12:30 yesterday morning 

where they found 41-year 

old Jennifer Ambrose lying 

on the ice.  The Lincoln 

County sheriff’s office 

reported she was on the 



back of the first of three 

machines when it hit a 

bump, throwing her off.  The 

second sled struck her.  She 

was pronounced dead at 

Sacred Heart Hospital in 

Tomahawk.  On Saturday, a 

sled went through the ice 

on the Wisconsin River north 

of Lake Alexander, 

according to the Sheriff's 

Office. Two women were in 

the water but were able to 

crawl out.  Another 

dropped through in Oneida 

county where the driver 

and a passenger were able 

to get out.  A truck went in 

near Rothschild as well.  

Officials remind riders that 

while trails may be in good 

shape, many waters are 

not.  In the Eagle River area 

many lake trails are not yet 

open including the Eagle 

Lake Trail and Catfish Lake 

loop.  The cold snap 

forecast this week will help 

with lake conditions but 



caution is advised traveling 

any waterways.   

Look for the debate over 

funding K-12 and special 

education to heat up again 

as the new state budget 

discussions begin early next 

year. Officials with the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Public Instruction say recent 

budgets have focused 

more on property tax relief 

and less on actually paying 

for classroom expenses. 

That is in part because of a 

flawed school aid formula 

mechanism that doesn’t 

work well anymore, 

especially for property rich 

districts in the North. 

 

 
Weather conditions may 
have played a part of death News 12/29/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Authorities in northeast 

Wisconsin say a snow-

covered road might have 

been a factor in a 

weekend crash that killed a 

51-year-old Pembine 

woman.  Marinette County 



authorities said a pick-up 

truck that was pulling a 

snowmobile trailer swerved 

to avoid hitting a dark 

object.  Pauline 

Wallschlager was hit by the 

trailer.  She died at the 

scene.  The truck driver, his 

wife, and three children 

escaped injury.  The crash 

happened early Saturday 

morning on Highway 141 in 

the Marinette County town 

of Beecher.  Alcohol was 

considered to be a possible 

factor on the victim's part. 

 The incident remains under 

investigation. 

The holiday season is the 

most dangerous time of 

year for house fires.  And 

despite what you might 

think, it's not because of 

those Christmas lights and 

candles. Barbara Behling 

(bee-ling) of the American 

Red Cross of Northeast 

Wisconsin says kitchen 

mishaps are top cause of 



holiday fires.  She says we're 

not necessarily bad cooks -- 

but we do tend to leave an 

oven on by mistake, or get 

pot-holders to close to the 

heat.   She says heating 

mistakes also generate 

more fires this time of year -- 

things like using ovens as 

heaters, or misusing space 

heaters.  

 
Wisconsin Assembly 

Republicans will try for a 

second time to prohibit the 

poor from using food 

stamps to buy junk food. 

 The measure passed the 

lower house in the last 

session, but it never made it 

to the Senate floor.  Now, 

Republicans says they’re 

willing to try again -- even 

though the food service 

and grocery industries 

heavily lobbied against the 

measure last time. 
 

  
Gov. Walker continues to News 12/30/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30  Governor Scott Walker 



weigh on proposed Kenosha 
casino 

continues to weigh the 

approval of a proposed 

Kenosha casino and says 

any decision on the project 

will likely come close to a 

rapidly approach deadline.  

Walker has until February 

19th to either approve or 

reject the Menominee 

Tribe’s proposal for a 

multimillion dollar casino at 

the former Dairyland 

Greyhound Park. He’s been 

reviewing it for over a year, 

after it won approval from 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

in the summer of 2013.  The 

proposal has faced stiff 

opposition from anti-casino 

groups and the Forest 

County Potawatomi, which 

own an existing casino in 

Milwaukee. 

There could be a casualty 

from our mild weather 

stretch and the heavy 

snows…the ice castle in 

downtown Eagle River may 



not get built.  The slushy 

conditions have prevented 

adequate ice from building 

and the traditional 

structure, typically put up 

between Christmas and 

New Year’s, may be 

delayed or cancelled 

altogether.  Volunteers are 

waiting into the weekend to 

see if Mother Nature will 

cooperate. 

Gasoline prices have been 

dropping since September 

and they’re still going 

down.  The average price, 

$2.25 for regular unleaded 

in the state, which 

translates to about $2.39 in 

the North.  Experts don’t 

know how low things may 

end up but believe there’s 

still room to fall. 

And in sports, Detroit 

defensive tackle 

Ndamukong Suh was 

suspended for this Sunday’s 

wild-card playoff game 



with the Cowboys for 

stepping on Packers 

quarterback Aaron 

Rodgers…twice.  The NFL 

ruled he violated 

unnecessary roughness 

rules and could appeal the 

decision before heading to 

Dallas. 

 

 
Lac Du flambeau tribe 
speaks out on marijuana 
growing on tribal ground News 12/30/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin's Lac du 

Flambeau Indian tribe has 

come out against letting 

people grow marijuana on 

its reservation.  Earlier this 

month, the U-S Justice 

Department relaxed 

enforcement of pot laws on 

sovereign lands, telling 

prosecutors not to prevent 

growing and selling pot on 

those reservations.  It stems 

from a 2013 decision to end 

most federal marijuana 

prosecutions in states where 

the drug is legal -- like 

Washington State and 

Colorado.  Lac du 

Flambeau spokesman 



Brandon Thoms said his tribe 

is dedicated to getting rid 

of illegal drugs in its territory.  

None of Wisconsin's 11 

Indian tribes have publicly 

said they would relax 

marijuana enforcement. 

Governor Scott Walker says 

he would be reluctant to 

raise Wisconsin's gasoline 

tax without cutting other 

taxes to make up it.    Last 

month, the D-O-T proposed 

750-million dollars in 

transportation tax and fee 

hikes to help pay for new-

and-improved roads.  Gas 

prices have plunged since 

then, and a gas tax hike 

could give Madison more of 

the savings -- but Walker 

says it won't be a factor in 

deciding what he'll propose 

to the Legislature next 

month.   

Santa Claus was too busy 

to give the Green Bay 

Packers an undefeated 

home record this year.  But 



another man with a long 

beard might be the good-

luck charm.  Jeremy Wilcox 

of Wausau works as a 

communications technician 

on the sidelines during 

Packers' home games at 

Lambeau Field and has 

been deluged with 

interview requests after 

national T-V viewers saw 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers 

giving the beard a tug 

during last Sunday's home 

win over Detroit.   
 

 
Rhinelander officials taking 
steps to keep area water 
manes from freezing  News 12/31/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The frigid temperatures 

rekindle thoughts of the 

utility problems 

municipalities had across 

our area.  Rhinelander’s 

taking more of a case-by 

case basis this season 

instead of city residents all 

leaving their taps open to 

prevent freezeups.  Notices 

will be mailed to some initial 

residents to be running 

water beginning tomorrow.  

Subsequent postings will be 



available in the city hall 

and on the city website 

and conditions will be 

monitored by utility crews.  

Questions can be directed 

to the Rhinelander Water 

Utility. 

As he prepares for his 

second term in office, 

Governor Scott Walker says 

making Wisconsin 

government operate more 

efficiently will be among his 

top priorities.  Part of that 

push will likely include 

consolidating or merging 

operations from multiple 

state agencies. Walker said 

the move is not expected 

to save “tens of millions of 

dollars,” but would help cut 

costs associated with 

administrative level staff 

and a few other at-will 

positions. 

You can’t scroll a social 

media page without seeing 

people complaining about 



the aches and pains of the 

flu.  Wisconsin is one of 22 

states with increased 

activity according to the 

State Department of Health 

Services.  Nationally the 

number of cases is being 

called an epidemic.  It’s 

also been reported this 

year’s flu vaccine may not 

provide protection from the 

most common strain of flu.  

Still, getting the shot along 

with hand washing and 

covering coughs and 

sneezes are recommended 

by health professionals. 

In sports, the Wisconsin 

basketball team opens their 

Big Ten run at noon today 

against Penn State , and it’s 

the Badgers and Auburn in 

tomorrow’s Outback Bowl.   
 

 
Alaskan officials on the 
lookout for an Eagle River 
man  News 12/31/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Authorities in Alaska are 

looking an Eagle River man 

who vanished in August. 

 According to state 

troopers, 72-year-old Roger 

Yaeger traveled to Alaska 



this summer to look at 

wildlife.  Family members 

have not heard from him 

since August 8th, when he 

visited a relative in Wasilla. 

 Within two days after that 

visit, Yaeger turned in a 

rental car at Fairbanks. 

 Relatives contacted the 

Alaska State Patrol a few 

weeks ago, saying Yaeger 

had not returned e-mails for 

an extended period.  That 

was after he told them he 

would travel around Alaska, 

and update them around 

Christmas.  Investigators 

said there are no records of 

Yaeger flying within Alaska, 

or leaving the state. 

Oh, what a difference a 

year makes.  The Target 

department store chain 

saw its stock rise to record 

levels this week, a year after 

the Twin Cities-based 

company was hit with a 

data breach.  Target's stock 

price reached almost 76-



dollars a share after trading 

began Monday.  That's 39-

percent more than in 

February, when the firm's 

stock value hit its low for the 

year.  Target was the first of 

several major retailers 

which had major data 

breaches involving buyers 

who swiped cards at the 

check-out counters. 

 Around 40-million Target 

customers were affected. 

The worst of this week's cold 

snap is over, but it won't 

exactly be warm for New 

Year's Eve revelers tonight. 

 Lows are expected to be 

zero-to-six-above in 

northern Wisconsin, and in 

the teens in the south under 

clear-to-partly cloudy skies. 

 There's a chance of light 

snow tomorrow, as a cold 

front slides across the Upper 

Midwest. 
 

 

 


