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Internet sex sting operation  News 4/1/14 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

An Internet sex sting 

operation nets five men 

from central Wisconsin.  The 

operation, part of a larger 

effort from at least seven 

agencies involving 75 

officers, targeted adults 

who prey on children.  

Arrested were 44-year old 

Todd Jelinski of Schofield, 

36-year old Steve Krall of 

Stratford, 58-year old Dennis 

Rice of Merrill, 19-year old 

Peter Galioto of Wausau 

and 51-year old Jeffrey 

Beckman of Rosholt.  They 

all appeared in Marathon 

county court yesterday 

where bonds were set.  Rice 

is Wausau’s Public works 

equipment director and is 

now on upaid 



administrative leave.  The 

men face child enticement 

charges among others.  The 

nearly statewide operating 

resulted in a total of 19 

arrests as investigators 

passed themselves off as 

minors available for sex, 

concentrating on social 

media sites, with the goal to 

get as many sex predators 

off the street as possible 

Officials estimate a 12% 

voter turnout today…yes, 

it’s the April general 

election and virtually every 

township, school board and 

county has someone or 

something on the ballot.  

Polls are open until 8 

tonight. 

Most of us won’t make the 

trek to Arlington, Texas 

Saturday to watch the 

Badgers take on Kentucky 

in the final four.  The prime 

time match up will be on 

every television and satellite 

receiver in virtually every 



sports bar and tavern in the 

state.  Besides, tickets are 

going for as much as 

$20,000.  Local 

establishments are 

preparing for a big night, as 

are grocery and liquor 

stores who are seeing party 

products fly off the shelves.  

The finals take place 

Monday night. 
 

 Election Day 
 News 4/1/2014 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin voters will go to 

the polls today to elect or 

re-elect almost four-

thousand city, village, 

county board, and school 

board members.  Circuit 

and appellate judges are 

also on the ballot.  The only 

judicial incumbents being 

challenged are circuit 

judges in Forest and 

Jefferson counties.  Many 

local government 

candidates are also 

unopposed, but there are a 

few hot races.  Polls close at 

8 tonight. 

A long-time religion teacher 



and soccer coach in 

Wausau was still in jail last 

night, after a judge 

reduced his bond on 

charges of possessing child 

porn.  50-year-old Michael 

Switalski had his bond 

reduced from 75-thousand 

dollars to 35-thousand.  He's 

on administrative leave 

from Wausau Newman 

Catholic High School, 

where he has coached the 

boys' soccer team for 20 

years.  Prosecutors said they 

caught Switalski with 100 

photos and a dozen D-V-D's 

of child porn.  That's after his 

name was reportedly found 

on a customer list of a 

video pornography firm 

that was shut down in 

Canada.  He was bound for 

over for trial last week on 

eight felony child porn 

possession charges, but he 

has not entered pleas yet. 

 The next scheduled 

proceeding is a pre-trial 



conference on April 17th. 

The regional airport for 

central Wisconsin is about 

to get bigger.  Governor 

Scott Walker approved just 

over seven-million dollars for 

Part Two of a three-phase 

renovation of the Central 

Wisconsin Airport at 

Mosinee.  Check-in areas 

already got work.  Up next 

will be a 24-thousand 

square foot addition with 

upgrades including an 

improved baggage 

handling system.  Work is 

expected to be finished in 

September.   
 

  
Referendums defeated News 4/2/14  6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Among some of the top 

items at the ballot box 

yesterday, narrow margins 

decided two school 

referendums.  The White 

Lake district turned back a 

$250,000 plan by two votes 

while Wabeno approved a 

$750,000 measure by only 

40.   Leon Stenz captured 

the Circuit Court Judge 



race in Forest and Florence 

Counties while Ned Seubert 

won the Multi-Jurisdictional 

spot in Lincoln County.  In 

the Rhinelander School 

Board race, incumbent Ray 

Burgen was defeated, 

elected were Duane Frey, 

Mike Roberts and Merlin 

van Buren.  In the Lakeland 

District, Joe Fahrenbach, 

Shari Nimsgern and Sarah 

Kemp won seats. An upset 

in the Oneida County 

District 11 Supervisor’s Race 

with Robb Jensen beating 

incumbent Bob Martini .   

At least one person was 

arrested and no word this 

morning on a second as 

Marshfield Police 

dispatched a SWAT team to 

a home in the city last 

night.  An area around the 

700 block of Alders Road 

was closed as officers 

worked to remove a 

second suspect, believed 

to be armed and 



uncooperative.  Reports 

indicate the home was part 

of an ongoing investigation. 

The heating season isn’t 

over yet but Wisconsin 

Public Service is looking 

ahead and there’s a rate 

increase in the plans.  The 

utility was able to delay the 

8% increase in the recent 

past but with higher fuel 

and transmission costs and 

inflation, the increase was 

expected.   

The next phase of the 

Highway 51 project in 

Minocqua is underway.  The 

planned work at the 

highways 51/70 intersection 

includes new lighting, 

pavement, signals and 

accommodations for 

pedestrian traffic.   
 

  
People getting immunized News 4/2/14 12p,5p  1:30 

  A coalition hopes to 

increase the numbers of 

people getting immunized. 

 The Northwoods 

Immunization Coalition was 

formed nine years ago, to 



get a handle on the 

numbers of people not 

getting protected from 

major preventable diseases. 

 Laurel Dreger of the Vilas 

County Health Department 

says the group focuses on 

two-year-olds, teens, 

pregnant women, and the 

general adults in several 

Northwoods counties.  She 

said they've had small 

outbreaks of illnesses once 

considered eradicated in 

the U-S.  Dreger says some 

people don't get their kids 

vaccinated these days -- 

and it creates pockets of 

measles, whopping cough, 

chicken pox, and the 

mumps.   

Wisconsin farmers could 

drive heavier equipment on 

state roads, under a bill the 

Senate approved 

yesterday.  The upper 

house endorsed changes 

already made by the 

Assembly then sent it to 



Governor Scott Walker for 

his signature.  Among other 

things, the bill would 

increase the gross weight 

limit for farm equipment to 

92-thousand pounds.  The 

bill lets farmers seek 

permission to exceed the 

axle limits if necessary for 

tillage, planting, and 

harvesting equipment.   A 

state task force studied the 

use the equipment after 

Marathon County officers 

ticketed manure handlers 

last year for having 

overweight equipment on 

town and county roads. 

Four retiring Wisconsin 

senators with almost a 

century of combined 

experience pleaded for 

more compromise after 

making their final regular 

session votes yesterday. 

 Democrats Tim Cullen of 

Janesville, Bob Jauch of 

Poplar, and John Lehman 

of Racine gave their 



goodbye speeches to their 

colleagues yesterday.  So 

did Richland Center 

Republican Dale Schultz. 

 Lehman is running for 

lieutenant governor.  The 

other three are retiring. 
 

  
Shootings at Ft. Hood News 4/3/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Wisconsin contingent 

of soldiers stationed at Ft 

Hood, Texas are safe, after 

a shooting yesterday 

afternoon left three people 

dead and 16 wounded.  

National Guard spokesman, 

Major Paul Rickert says the 

30 members of the 32nd 

Infantry Brigade based at 

Camp Douglas were 

training prior to being 

deployed to Afghanistan.  

He said all are accounted 

for and safe.  News this 

morning identified the 

shooters as a veteran who 

served four months in Iraq 

and was being treated for 

mental health issues. 

Two top officials of Wausau 

Paper are stepping down.  



President and CEO Henry 

Newell, whose been with 

the company more than 30 

years resigned, effective 

immediately and board 

chairman Thomas Howatt is 

retiring.  The moves 

continue a trend of 

changes for Wausau Paper, 

founded in 1899, that have 

included closing mills in 

Brokaw and Brainerd, Minn., 

and selling its mills in 

Rhinelander and Mosinee 

to a New York private 

equity firm.  The company 

announced the changes 

yesterday. 

54-year old Lois Vetterneck 

of Lac du Flambeau and 

her son, 37- year old 

Brandon face up to 20 

years in prison after being 

convicted of selling the 

painkiller Oxydodeone.  

They pleaded guilty 

yesterday in US District 

Court in Madison.  The 

charges are the result of an 



investigation conducted by 

the Wisconsin Department 

of Justice, Division of 

Criminal Investigation; Lac 

du Flambeau Police 

Department; and the Vilas 

and Oneida County 

Sheriffs’ Departments. 

Winter Storm Warnings are 

posted for tonight through 

Friday for the North with a 

snow/sleet/freezing rain mix 

piling up to a foot or more.  

We’ll keep you posted. 

 

 More snow on the way 
 News 4/4/14 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 Forecasters are still calling 

for storm totals to top a foot 

of snow across much of the 

north today.  Heavy snow 

will continue northwest of a 

Rhinelander to Alvin line 

through mid-afternoon.  

Northwest Vilas County 

could get up to 18-inches.  

In general the area snow 

totals should range from 6-

to-10 inches, compacted 

by freezing rain that’s been 

falling from time to time.  



The weather was a factor in 

a two car accident just 

north of Rhinelander in 

Newbold Township shortly 

after 10:00, closing Hwy 47 

for about an hour.  One 

person was hospitalized.   

Sleet, freezing rain and 

some snow will continue in 

Central Wisconsin today.   

All this extra winter weather 

hasn’t hurt the travel 

business as flights out of the 

Rhinelander/Oneida county 

airport are up 20% over last 

year.   

High school athletes are still 

practicing indoors and, like 

last year, the spring season 

for Great Northern 

Conference schools will be 

adjusted.  Athletic directors 

meeting in Tomahawk this 

week, got approval for 

delays.  Baseball will begin 

the 22nd, all softball games 

will be doubleheaders 

beginning the 24th, girls 

soccer opens the 22nd and 



boys tennis matches will be 

rescheduled for mutually 

agreed upon dates. 

Motorists in the Minocqua 

area can still expect one 

lane in each direction as 

work continues on highway 

51project.  Temporary 

traffic signals at the 51/70W 

and county J intersections 

should be up next week.  

Storm sewer and water 

main work will resume once 

the weather breaks, as will 

removing the empty 

buildings on Packing Plant 

Road.  The next 

informational meeting is 

Thursday night at the 

Minocqua town hall. 
 

 Mining opponents vote on 
Tuesday 
 News 4/4/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The head of the state 

Senate's mining committee 

has asked officials to 

investigate the legality of a 

mining opponent's vote on 

Tuesday.  Republican Tom 

Tiffany of Hazelhurst wants 

the Justice Department 

and the Government 



Accountability Board to 

review a vote made in Iron 

County by Nick Vander Puy. 

 He's the administrator of a 

mining protest camp, which 

the Iron County Board 

recently voted to remove 

from public land near the 

proposed Gogebic 

Taconite iron ore mine. 

 Vander Puy wrote on social 

media about voting as a 

homeless person at Upson 

in Iron County.  Tiffany said 

he wanted to know if 

Vander Puy has a 

permanent address, and 

whether he voted from that 

address as well as the 

place where he's been 

camping in Iron County. 

 The protest camp spent 11 

months on the county-

owned property before the 

board evicted them, for not 

following a requirement to 

limit their stay to 14 days at 

a time.  Camp organizers 

said they were in the 



process of setting up a 

camp across the street from 

the old site on private land. 

 A T-V report said structures 

at the old site could stay, 

and the land would still be 

open to people wishing to 

use it. 

Wisconsin's most populated 

towns will soon get the 

same tax incremental 

financing powers as cities 

and villages.  Governor 

Scott Walker will sign the 

measure at noon today, in 

a ceremony in the business-

heavy town of Rib 

Mountain just west of 

Wausau.  The T-I-F powers 

would be extended to just 

over two-dozen urban 

towns giving them the same 

ability as cities and villages 

to expand their tax bases 

with new business growth. 
 

  
Arrest in Merrill traffic stop  News 4/7/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A routine traffic stop in 

Merrill Saturday night ended 

with the arrest of four 

people.  A Lincoln County 



Sheriff’s deputy stopped the 

car on North Sales Street in 

the city and asked called in 

for a K9 unit.  The resulting 

search discovered a 17 

year old Merrill man with a 

syringe and empty drug 

package in his sock.  A 20-

year Merrill man was being 

searched when a meth 

pipe fell out of his pocket.  

Two others, the 23-year old 

female driver and a 29 year 

old passenger, also both 

from Merrill, were also 

arrested.  The woman 

charged with operating 

under the influence of a 

controlled substance while 

the man is on a probation 

hold.  The other two face 

various drug and possession 

charges.   

A Republican Assemblyman 

who promised during his 

2010 campaign to never 

claim any per diem 

payments, received more 

than $10,000 in reimbursed 



living expenses last year.  

Rep. Scott Krug of Nekoosa 

says he didn't intend the 

promise to extend beyond 

his first term.  He kept his 

promise in 2011 and 2012. 

He says in 2013 he spent a 

lot more time in the Capitol, 

meeting with lawmakers, 

negotiating with trade 

groups and running the 

Assembly's Children and 

Families Committee. He 

says it may have been a slip 

to say he'd never collect a 

single cent of per diem 

money. He says his intention 

was to help out in a tough 

budget time.  Per diems 

cover food and lodging 

costs while lawmakers are 

doing state business out of 

their districts in Madison. 

One of the most successful 

seasons in Wisconsin 

basketball history, ended 

Saturday night with a 74-73 

loss to Kentucky. 
 



 Gov. Walker debating on 
signing a bill News 4/7/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker says 

it might take a month to 

decide whether he'll sign a 

bill to legalize a marijuana 

oil extract to treat 

childhood seizures.  The 

Republican Walker says he 

wants to make sure there 

are no unintended 

problems with the way the 

measure's drafted.  Experts 

say cannabidiol (can-uh-

bye'-dee-ol) helps certain 

youngsters avoid up to 100 

seizures a day, so they can 

lead more normal lives.  The 

governor says it's his 

understanding the bill 

would not come close to 

legalizing medical 

marijuana -- which 

lawmakers of both parties 

have opposed. Walker says 

the cannabidiol is a by-

product that would be 

narrowly used.  

Water crews are finally 

getting a breather, after a 

winter filled with broken 



mains and frozen pipes 

throughout Wisconsin.  In 

Rhinelander, city residents 

are still told to keep the 

water running until further 

notice as frost depths are 

still 3-4 feet in some areas.     

The state D-N-R plans to do 

some environmental spring 

cleaning, by burning parts 

of public lands in 20 select 

Wisconsin counties.  The 

controlled-burns are 

designed to prevent 

invasive species and 

unwanted brush from 

crowding out native 

vegetation.  Officials say 

the burning efforts would 

also encourage new grass 

to grow, create more water 

pockets for geese-and-

ducks, and make the 

habitat better for nesting 

birds.  The D-N-R says the 

controlled burns will start 

this month and run into mid-

May, weather permitting. 

The Mega Millions' jackpot 



returns to 15-million dollars 

tomorrow night, after it was 

claimed for the third time 

since March 18th.  A ticket 

sold in Los Angeles won 30-

million dollars Friday night. 

In Powerball, the top prize is 

80-million dollars for 

tomorrow night. 
 

 Opening arguments begin in 
murder trial 
 News 4/8/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Opening arguments began 

yesterday in the murder trial 

of 50-year old Mark Bucki.  

The Lincoln county man is 

accused of killing his wife 

Anita and hiding the corpse 

last May.  Her body was 

discovered by hikers a few 

weeks after she was 

reported missing.  Autopsy 

reports revealed multiple 

stab wounds and bruises 

around her neck.  Today, 

defense attorneys plan to 

show there’s not enough 

evidence to prove the 

charges.  Prosecutors 

maintain Bucki killed her 

after a fight the two had.  

The jury begins hearing the 



case today. 

A main artery through 

Wausau will be tied up this 

summer for road work.  

Later this month work 

begins on Grand Avenue, 

the 2.9-million dollar project 

lasting about six months.  

Resurfacing, upgraded 

lighting and a bike lane are 

included.  The four lane 

road will be limited to one 

lane in each direction and 

access will be limited as 

well unless drivers use 

intersections with traffic 

lights.   

If you have a personal 

computer, odds are it’s 

loaded with Windows 

popular XP operating 

system.  Well, after today 

there’s no more support for 

it and that spells trouble on 

a number of fronts.  For the 

personal user if that 

machine is for online 

purchases, banking or other 

personal reasons all that 



data can be exposed.  The 

risk of spyware, viruses and 

other malicious software is 

also increased.  For business 

it can go as far as being 

non-compliant with some 

state and federal programs.  

The cost, depending on the 

age of the hardware could 

be minimal but many times 

it means a new computer 

because the machines are 

too old to run the new and 

improved systems.   
 

  
Water tower sprung a leak in 
Schofield News  4/8/14` 12p,5p 1:30 

 A nearly 70-year-old water 

tower sprung a leak in 

Schofield.  Public works 

director Kevin King said it 

was probably caused by a 

floating piece of ice inside 

the 75-thousand gallon 

tank.  Water is now running 

down the side of the tower, 

which is 100-feet tall.  King 

says the icy ring is two-feet 

thick and a couple feet 

wide.  It will have to melt, 

and then all the water must 

be drained so the tank can 



be repaired.  That could 

take a few weeks, and 

officials are not sure how 

much it will cost.  In the 

meantime, Schofield is well-

served by other water 

supplies. 

We keep hearing that 

Wisconsin's voting system is 

politically-tattered and 

broken -- but a national 

report says it's still pretty 

good.  According to the 

Pew Charitable Trusts, we 

had the nation's third-best 

voting system in the 2012 

elections, behind only North 

Dakota and Minnesota. 

 Wisconsin's new ranking is 

down one place from 2008, 

when Pew gave the state's 

election system an 80-

percent voter rating.  The 

Badger State was among 

40 state improving  

operations over the four-

year period.  The study 

measured things like voter 

registration and turnout, 



waiting times at the polls, 

and how military ballots are 

handled.  It stayed away 

from the hot-button topics 

of voter I-D and reductions 

in early voting. 

Seven hospitals in the 

ministry Health care system 

have been named 2014 

healthstrong facilities.  The 

healthstrong hospital 

strength index is the 

industry’s most 

comprehensive rating 

system, recognizing the top 

performers, measuring them 

across 66 different metrics 

including quality, 

outcomes, patient 

perspective, affordability 

and efficiency.  Among 

those named are St claire’s 

hospital in Weston, st. 

josephs in Marshfield. 
 

  
Rhinelander man leads 
police on chase News  4/9/14 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

A Rhinelander man is in 

custody after leading 

authorities on a chase 

through the city late 

yesterday morning.  51-year 



old Robert Flick was 

approached by Oneida 

County sheriff’s deputies in 

the parking lot of the 

America’s Best Value Inn on 

Kemp Street shortly before 

11 for questioning about 

some recent burglaries.  

Flick took off through town 

in a vehicle with the chase 

ending on Sugarbush Road 

in the town of Pelican 

where he ended up stuck in 

the snow.  Flick, who was 

armed, held the firearm to 

his head but negotiators 

were able to take him into 

custody without incident.  

Oneida County Sheriff 

Grady Hartman praised 

those involved for their 

assistance in avoiding a 

potentially dangerous 

incident.  Agencies lending 

help included Rhinelander 

and Three Lakes Police, 

State Patrol and Oneida 

county EMS.   

Day two of the Anita Bucki 



murder trial opened in 

Lincoln County Court 

yesterday with prosecutors 

offering up over 70 pieces 

of evidence and testimony 

from more than a dozen 

people in the case against 

her husband, Mark Bucki, 

accused of killing her then 

hiding her body last April.  

The day centered on the 

couple’s rocky marriage 

that she wanted to save, 

despite having already 

moved out, and he was 

already seeing someone 

else.  The couple had been 

married more than 20-

years.  April 25th she 

returned to the rural Merrill 

house to talk with her 

husband.  Her body was 

discovered 18 miles away 

several weeks later.  The 

trial continues today. 

Schools can now extend 

the length of their days to 

meet the required number 

of hours of class time under 



a bill signed by Governor 

Walker yesterday.  That 

Flexibility will help rural 

schools better manage 

costs. 
 

  
Illegal actions in Wis. Rapids 
recall elections News 4/9/14 12p,5p 1:30 

A federal judge has refused 

to drop a legal challenge 

to the John Doe probe into 

alleged illegal campaign 

activities from Wisconsin's 

recall elections.  Yesterday, 

Judge Rudolph Randa said 

he would not approve a 

request by state 

prosecutors to throw out a 

lawsuit from the Wisconsin 

Club for Growth which 

seeks to halt the secret 

John Doe probe.  The 

Milwaukee County D-A's 

office is looking into alleged 

illegal campaign 

coordination between 

conservative outfits, and 

Governor Scott Walker and 

other recall candidates 

from 2011-and-'12. 

With highs approaching 70 

downstate today, it seems 



impossible to believe 

Wisconsinites still face the 

risk of having their water 

pipes freeze.  But there's a 

lot of frost underground 

that's putting pressure on 

those pipes.  Because of 

that, dozens of 

communities, including 

Rhinelander continue to 

order residents to keep a 

tiny stream of water going 

24-7 from one of their 

faucets.  Those orders have 

now ended in some places 

like Mosinee and Thorp. 

Wisconsin milk is in short 

supply at food banks for the 

hungry -- and there's a new 

effort to change that.  The 

Midwest Dairy Council is 

working with farmers, milk 

companies, and the 

Feeding America food 

program on what they call 

"The Great American Milk 

Drive."  Council dietitian 

Stephanie Cundith says milk 

is one of the least-donated 



food items, and it's the most 

requested by food banks 

and their users.  Of course, 

the perishable milk itself is 

not donated.  Instead, 

money donations are 

turned into vouchers which 

recipients can redeem at 

stores. 
 

  
Murder trial moves into it’s 
4

th
 day  News 4/10/14 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 The Bucki murder trial 

moves to its fourth day after 

prosecutors and defense 

attorneys battled over 

several pieces of evidence 

against 50-year old Mark 

Bucki, accused of killing his 

wife last April and dumping 

her body in the woods, 

where she was found 

several weeks later.  In 

Lincoln county court the 

prosecution worked with 

autopsy results and the 

work of cadaver dogs.  

They also continued to 

portray how hard Anita 

Bucki was trying to save 

their broken marriage.  The 

defense push to discredit 



the testimony, especially 

about the dogs since, they 

argued, the victim could 

have walked to various 

locations around the house 

or vehicles.   

Democrats in the Assembly 

are demanding Governor 

Walker call a special session 

to deal with bills they say 

will help the middle class.  

The Legislature's two-year 

session ended last week 

and at a news conference 

yesterday, Assembly 

Minority Leader Peter 

Barca, a Kenosha 

Democrat, demanded 

Walker call lawmakers back 

to Madison to pass two 

dozen Democratic bills that 

majority Republicans didn't 

allow to pass.  The 

proposals include measures 

to increase the minimum 

wage, create a task force 

on clean energy jobs, 

imposing accountability 

measures on private 



voucher schools and 

expand Medicaid 

coverage.  Walker has said 

he would call a special 

session to modify 

Wisconsin's stalled voter 

photo identification 

requirements, but nothing 

further.   

Minocqua’s annual town 

meeting is a week from 

today and voters will be 

asked, among other things, 

to approve spending 

$300,000 to buy the 

property adjacent to Torpy 

Park downtown.  Officials 

say it would add more 

parking and green space 

along with increased lake 

frontage for the park.   

 

  
Flooding in northern 
Wisconsin News 4/10/14  12p,5p 1:30 

The National Weather 

Service doesn’t expect 

major flooding on the 

Mississippi River this spring, 

but smaller rivers could get 

the liquid leftovers from the 

foot-and-a-half of snow 



that fell in far northern 

Wisconsin a week ago.  The 

Wisconsin Valley 

Improvement Company of 

Wausau says flows are 

higher than normal on the 

hydro-electric dams it 

operates along the 

Wisconsin River.  Manager 

Peter Hanson says anglers 

will be tempted to take 

advantage of good fishing 

near the dams, where high 

waters and flows could 

make things risky.  He said 

dams need to be 

respected -- and anglers 

should pay attention to 

their surroundings, and be 

on the alert for official 

warnings.   

And while we talk about 

flooding it’s still a dry start to 

Wisconsin's wildfire season it 

could  run into the 

weekend.  Some grass fires 

have already burned out of 

control due to high winds, 

low humidity, and suddenly-



warmer temperatures. 

 Going into this week, the D-

N-R reported 61 spring 

wildfires burning 227 acres. 

 The risk of wildfires is high to 

very-high in the southern 

half of the state and low to 

moderate in the northern 

half.  A number of counties 

in the south have canceled 

burning permits.  Officials 

say debris-burning is the 

state's top cause of spring 

wildfires. 

Wisconsin gas prices are 

inching up this week.  The 

Triple-"A" reports a 

statewide average of 3.64-

a-gallon this morning for 

regular unleaded.  That's 

almost a penny higher than 

yesterday, and a nickel 

more than both a week 

ago and a month ago. 

 Part of the increase is due 

to a recent spike in prices 

for corn-based ethanol, 

which is used in the most 

popular lower grades of 



fuel.    
 

  
Bucki murder trial continues News 4/11/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Day four of the Bucki 

murder trial in Merrill 

yesterday centered on 

testimony of Clint Bucki, the 

son of 50-year old Mark 

Bucki whose accused of 

killing his wife, Anita, last 

April.  He told the court his 

dad is innocent.  Clint 

testified his mother stayed 

with his family in Minnesota 

last year as she tried to 

piece their failing marriage 

back together, and at first 

believed it was suicide or 

another acquaintance of 

hers who may have 

committed the crime.  He 

said the last time he spoke 

with her was the day before 

she disappeared.  The case 

is expected to go to the jury 

next week.   

An anonymous tip led 

Tomahawk police to their 

biggest drug bust in 

decades.  38-year old 



Jessica Teich and 33-year 

old Jamal Wilson were 

arrested yesterday at a 

home on East Lincoln 

Avenue where officials 

discovered an indoor 

growing operation with 44 

marijuana plants and other 

materials.  They face 

charges of possession, 

manufacture and intent to 

deliver the drug and 

appear today in Lincoln 

County Court.  Police Chief 

Al Elvins said these arrests 

are part of an ongoing 

investigation by his 

department and the North 

Central Drug Enforcement 

Task Force. 

The weather claimed yet 

another pipe in the city of 

Rhinelander yesterday as 

part of Lakeshore Drive 

near Hodag Park was 

closed when a sewer pipe 

ruptured last night.  Officials 

blame frost and an aging 

pipe for the break.  Homes 



in the area still have city 

water and sewer available. 

No winner Wednesday 

night for Powerball, so that 

puts tomorrow night’s 

jackpot at 94-million dollars. 

 

  
Man in prison gets out early News 4/11/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A 20-year prison term 

lasted just eight years for a 

central Wisconsin man who 

reached a new plea deal in 

the death of his daughter 

from shaken baby 

syndrome.  Quentin Lewis of 

Athens pleaded no contest 

yesterday to a reduced 

charge of second-degree 

reckless homicide.  The plea 

deal eliminated a five-week 

trial in Marathon County. 

 He was also given credit for 

jail time he served before 

his conviction.  It means 

that Lewis -- who's now 32 -- 

is starting ten years under 

extended supervision.  He 

was originally convicted of 

first-degree reckless 

homicide in the March 2005 



death of his four-month-old 

daughter Madelyn.   

A federal budget 

alternative crafted by 

Janesville Republican Paul 

Ryan passed the House 

yesterday on a party line 

vote.  Wisconsin's other four 

G-O-P members joined 

Ryan in voting yes.  The 

state's three Democrats 

voted no.  Ryan, the House 

budget chair, said his 

package would put the 

nation on a path toward 

prosperity by balancing the 

budget within a decade. 

 But, the Democrat-

controlled Senate has no 

plans to take up the House 

budget. Some Democrats 

said they'd use it to 

campaign against 

Republican House 

members who are running 

against Senate incumbents 

this fall. 

A state official says 

Wisconsin has made 



significant progress in the 

way it supports individuals 

who start new businesses. 

 The Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporations 

Ryan Murray's comments 

came after a new report 

from the Kauffman 

Foundation showed 

Wisconsin had one of the 

nation's lowest rates of 

entrepreneurial activity over 

the last decade.  It said the 

Midwest had the lowest 

rates of new entrepreneurs, 

while the West did the best. 

  
 

 WPS customers without 
power 
 News 4/14/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Over 1200 Wisconsin Public 

Service customers were 

without power early this 

morning, more than 300 of 

them in the Eagle River 

area.  It was a busy 

weekend for power crews 

as St. Germain firefighters 

helped remove a tree from 

a line that knocked out 

power to just over 100 

customers on the 8000 of 



Leisure Lane Saturday 

afternoon.  And several 

thousand were in the dark 

last night in the Wausau 

area.  Outages there 

began around 9:30 and all 

have been restored. 

Utility crews in Wausau will 

continue working on a 

broken water main this 

morning.  The break 

yesterday morning at 

Prospect Avenue and 

Sumner Street affected 

about a dozen homes.  At 

least one homeowner 

reported more than two 

inches of standing water in 

the basement.  Officials say 

they’ve discovered the 

source, caused by the 

spring thaw.   

A 58 year old Merrill man 

was arrested yesterday 

afternoon after Lincoln 

County Deputies were 

asked to aid the Marathon 

County Sheriff’s Office in a 

theft investigation involving 



brake drums from a salvage 

business.  The hardware was 

found at the man’s home 

on highway 17, where he 

admitted taking the parts.  

He’s now in the Marathon 

county jail awaiting 

charges. 

More hunter education 

courses are taught in the 

spring than any other time 

of year and that’s why the 

DNR is urging people to sign 

up now.    Would-be hunters 

born on or after Jan. 1, 

1973, must successfully 

complete the course to get 

a license.  Both class room 

and online courses 

available and all the details 

are available on the DNR's 

website.   
 

 WPS customers in the dark 
 News 4/14/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 More than five-thousand 

electric customers in 

Wisconsin were in the dark 

this morning.  That's after a 

weekend of high winds, 

heavy rains, and 

waterlogged snow.  We 



Energies had almost 24-

hundred customers out -- 

mostly in the Jefferson and 

Campbellsport regions. 

 Wisconsin Public Service 

utility had just over 15-

hundred outages by 6:30, 

mostly in the Chilton, Crivitz, 

Green Bay, and Plainfield 

areas.  Eagle River had over 

300 without service. 

 Wisconsin Power-and-Light 

reported almost 14-hundred 

outages.  The weather was 

not bad enough to close 

any schools, but over three 

dozen districts started two 

hours late.  Rhinelander had 

over 5-inches by 6:00 and 

there’s more snow 

expected later this week.   

The defense will start 

making its case today in the 

north central Wisconsin 

homicide trial of Mark Bucki. 

 The state rested its case 

late last week in Lincoln 

County Circuit Court in 

Merrill.  The 50-year-old 



Bucki is accused of 

stabbing and strangling his 

48-year-old wife Anita last 

April, then dumping her 

remains in a swamp about 

20 miles away in Taylor 

County.  The defense says 

there's no evidence linking 

Bucki to the crimes. 

 Authorities said he was 

seeing another woman, 

and he stood to gain about 

150-thousand dollars in his 

wife's insurance benefits. 

 Earlier testimony indicated 

Anita was trying to get 

back together with her 

husband.  It's not known 

whether Bucki will testify in 

his own defense.  The trial is 

scheduled to run through 

Thursday. 

Ten people were rescued 

last night, after four small 

fishing boats got stranded 

in the rising Menominee 

River at Marinette.  Three 

children and two dogs were 

among those pulled in. 



 None were hurt.    
 

  
Another broken water main 
in Rhinelander  News 4/15/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 City crews in Rhinelander 

spent most of yesterday 

repairing yet another 

broken water main, this one 

at the intersection of 

Oneida Avenue and 

Lincoln Street, next to 

Burger King.  The rupture 

occurred early Sunday 

morning.   

Defense motions to dismiss 

the murder charges against 

50-year old Mark Bucki were 

denied yesterday.  Bucki is 

accused of killing his wife 

Anita last year at their 

Lincoln County home and 

dumping her body nearly 

20 miles away.  The state 

rested their case late last 

week.  Defense attorneys 

argued there wasn’t 

enough evidence to 

convict Bucki  on any of the 

three felonies but Judge 

Jay Tlusty ruled the case will 

move forward.  And it did, 

with expert defense 



witnesses testifying the DNA 

evidence gathered at the 

home, in vehicles and at 

the site the body was found 

were inconclusive.   

Rhinelander’s city council 

last night tabled discussion 

of a proposed halfway 

house in a residential area 

on the city’s west side.  

Some legal issues were 

brought up by the agency 

looking to house ex-

convicts recovering from 

drug and alcohol related 

crimes.  Residents object to 

the halfway house because 

it’s near homes, a park and 

a school bus stop.  The city 

attorney recommended 

the delay to review the 

matter further and officials 

say the proposal should be 

back on the agenda next 

month.   

The Wausau School District 

now has a specific policy 

dealing with Christmas 

music.  The school board 



unanimously approved a 

proposal last night requiring 

music teachers to work with 

both colleagues and the 

public to choose holiday 

songs.  This comes after the 

district cancelled holiday 

programs last year over 

religious carols. 
 

 Part of the nations corn crop 
is being planted 
 News 4/15/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 It seems hard to believe as 

this long winter continues -- 

but three-percent of the 

nation's corn crop has been 

planted already.  The U-S-D-

A says Wisconsin is among 

10 major corn-growing 

states with nothing 

significant in the ground 

yet.  That stands to reason, 

since much of the state has 

just received a fresh 

coating of snow -- and 

more is in the forecast for 

tonight and tomorrow up 

north.  That's not exactly 

conducive to getting field 

work done.  But it's nothing 

new, either.  At this time last 

year, Wisconsin was among 



nine major corn states with 

virtually nothing planted 

yet.  Nationally, only two-

percent of the corn was in 

by this time in 2013.  The 

average is six-percent in the 

past five years. 

Starting May first, a new 

company will maintain 

those blue freeway signs 

that tell you where to eat, 

stay, and get gas.  The 

Georgia firm of Interstate 

Logos will take over the 

Wisconsin road-sign 

contract which Derse of 

Milwaukee held for 30 

years.  Derse promised to 

cut the rates businesses pay 

to alert freeway motorists to 

their services.  Interstate 

Logos will keep the old 

prices the same, but 

officials said businesses 

would get better signs and 

faster repairs when those 

signs wear down.  Derse 

appealed the D-O-T's 

decision twice -- but both 



the D-O-T and the state 

Administration Department 

found the contract was 

awarded properly.  The 

program does not use tax 

money.  Gas stations, 

restaurants, lodging outfits, 

and attractions pay 30-

dollars a month for signs on 

the highways -- and 10-

dollars a month for signs on 

entrance and exit ramps.   
 

Suspect takes the stand in 
murder trial  
 News 4/16/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The only suspect in the 

Anita Bucki murder trial in 

Lincoln County took the 

stand yesterday.  50-year 

old Mark Bucki, her 

husband, faces three 

felonies in her death last 

April.  The couple’s 

marriage was falling apart 

and he was already seeing 

someone else.  Anita 

returned to their rural Merrill 

home April 26th to talk with 

her husband and he 

testified he hugged her 

several times that night 

when she was crying.  She 



disappeared that night only 

to be found several weeks 

later in a Taylor County 

swamp nearly 20 miles 

away, strangled and 

stabbed.  Lacking direct 

evidence, prosecutors 

believe there’s enough 

circumstantial evidence for 

a conviction.  Defense 

attorneys say that’s not 

enough.  There was also 

vocal disagreement among 

the jurors in the case with 

Judge Jay Tlusty telling 

them to all get along.  

Deliberations continue this 

morning.  

A six year veteran of the 

Minocqua Police 

Department will be the new 

chief.  Lt. David Jaeger will 

take over after a 

background check.  He 

succeeds Andy Gee who 

resigned last October amid 

some internal problems that 

ended up costing the town 

over $100,000 to settle. 



The Rhinelander man 

accused of shooting his 

uncle during an argument 

pleaded guilty to one 

charge yesterday and 

several other charges, 

including attempted 

murder, may be dropped in 

a plea deal.  23-year old 

Marcus Alsteens admitted 

shooting his uncle, Justin 

Alsteens at their Mason 

Street home in the city last 

August.   

Record low maximum 

temperatures were set in 

Rhinelander, Antigo and 

Merrill yesterday and a 

snowfall record could fall 

today with heavy snow.  

Winter Storm Warnings are 

already posted for all of 

Northern Wisconsin into 

tomorrow morning. 
 

  
Weather stll cold in northern 
Wisconsin  News 4/16/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Spring began almost a 

month ago, but you 

wouldn't know it by looking 

outside.  Six places in 

central and northern 



Wisconsin had their coldest 

afternoon highs on record 

yesterday.  It only got up to 

28 degrees in Rhinelander, 

breaking the mark of 29 in 

1935.  Stevens Point and 

Oshkosh had their coldest 

high readings for April 15th 

since 1904.  Similar marks 

were broken in Marshfield 

and Merrill at 32 degrees, 

and at Antigo with 29. 

 Land O'Lakes was the 

state's cold spot this 

morning, with eight-above 

at seven o'clock.  Most 

places were in the 20's and 

30's.  Today's highs are 

expected to be in the 30's 

statewide, with up to 16 

inches of snow in the far 

north. 

Wisconsin's domestic 

violence laws will get 

tougher as Governor Scott 

Walker signs three new bills 

today. One will create a 

more stringent schedule of 

court proceedings, to make 



sure domestic abuse 

suspects under restraining 

orders hand over their 

weapons to law 

enforcement.  Another bill 

creates more standard law 

enforcement procedures 

for handling domestic 

abuse calls, beefs up 

training for police and gives 

victims more access to 

services.  The third adds 

stalking to the legal 

definition of domestic 

abuse. 

Wisconsin anglers could use 

motors to troll for fish 

statewide, under a 

proposal endorsed at the 

annual conservation 

hearings Monday night. 

 The D-N-R announced the 

results.  At least some 

trolling on all lakes 

statewide was endorsed by 

62-percent of the nearly 59-

hundred sporting 

enthusiasts voting on the 

question.  It's been a hot 



topic in the popular fishing 

areas of northern Wisconsin. 

 The hearing votes are 

advisory, and could be 

taken up by the D-N-R later 

in the year.  

 
 

 
Guilty in the Bucki murder 
case News 4/17/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Guilty.  The verdict in the 

Bucki murder case.  50-year 

old Mark Bucki will spend 

the rest of his life in prison, 

being convicted of first 

degree intentional 

homicide, strangulation 

and suffocation and hiding 

a corpse in the death of 

wife, Anita, last April.  He’ll 

be sentenced at a later 

date.  The jury deliberated 

two days before handing 

down the verdict, based 

largely on circumstantial 

evidence.   

Rhinelander set yet another 

new record for this winter 

season when the mercury 

stopped at 9 degrees 

yesterday morning.  That 

broke the old mark of 12 set 



in 1983.  Today, the area is 

just a couple inches, if that, 

away from a new snowfall 

record, totaling over 107” 

for the season.  As of 6:00 

this morning six inches was 

already on the ground from 

the second round of snow 

that began early last night.  

Winter Storm Warnings are 

in effect all morning for the 

North with as much as 16” 

expected in the northwest 

and along the Michigan 

border.  Scattered power 

outages are being reported 

across parts of northern 

Vilas County.   

A drug bust in the town of 

Pine Lake by the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s department 

has four people in jail.  

Investigators say 38-year old 

Gerry Frederick, 55-year old 

Thomas Franz, 40-year old  

Scott Dumpprope and 46-

year old Carrie Steinmetz, 

46, were arrested Monday.  

Potential charges include , 



conspiracy to manufacture 

methamphetamine, 

maintaining a drug 

trafficking place, delivery of 

methamphetamine, 

possession of 

methamphetamine, 

possession of THC, and 

possession of drug 

paraphernalia.   Several 

other arrests are 

anticipated as a result of 

this investigation.  
 

 
Wet heavy snow knocking 
out power in the area News 4/17/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Wet, heavy snow has been 

knocking out power across 

Northern Wisconsin today.  

Over 6000 customers of 

Wisconsin Public Service 

were in the dark stretching 

from Tomahawk to the 

Michigan border this 

morning.  Over a foot’s on 

the ground in the Lakeland 

area and points north and 

it’s up to the National 

Weather Service to 

determine if Rhinelander 

snapped its seasonal 

snowfall record of 107”.  



Burdened school calendars 

and spring sports took 

another step backwards 

with numerous closings.  

Flooding becomes an even 

bigger threat now and 

there’s growing concern 

about the fish populations 

in many of the smaller lakes 

that remain frozen.   

One of Wisconsin's largest 

construction firms has 

agreed to pay four-million 

dollars to settle an F-B-I 

investigation into some of its 

billing practices. The U-S 

Attorney's office in 

Milwaukee said yesterday 

Miron Construction of 

Neenah signed a non-

prosecution agreement in 

February.  Miron was 

alleged to have billed its 

labor costs improperly in 

cost-plus-fee arrangements 

for building projects in five 

Wisconsin school districts -- 

Abbotsford, Marathon, D-C 

Everest, De Pere, and 



Waunakee.  As part of the 

settlement, Miron agreed to 

change some of its 

accounting practices.  It 

also agreed to allow an 

independent monitor 

oversee its operations.  U-S 

Attorney James Santelle 

said his office accepted the 

three-year agreement so 

Miron's employees can be 

protected.  The firm 

employs around 12-

hundred people.  The 

agreement allows Miron 

Construction and its two 

top officials to neither admit 

nor deny the allegations. 

Nobody won the Powerball 

jackpot last night, so it goes 

up to 128-million dollars 

Saturday.  In Mega Millions, 

the top prize is 38-million 

dollars tomorrow night. 
 

 
Person kille din house fire in 
Lincoln Co.  News 4/18/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

One person was killed in a 

house fire in rural Lincoln 

County yesterday 

afternoon.  The Sheriff’s 

office reported the 911 call 



came in shortly after 1:30 of 

the fire on Pine Shore Lane 

in the town of King.  

Tomahawk and Nokomis 

departments were 

dispatched.  No other 

information is available this 

morning.  

It appears downtown 

Minocqua’s Torpy Park is 

going to get bigger.  

Residents at last night’s 

annual meeting approved 

spending $300,000 to buy 

the lot, just over half an 

acre, adjacent to the park.  

Voters were clear they 

didn’t want development 

of the property and 

discussion for some time 

centered on a green 

space, possibly a pier and 

some additional parking.  A 

building on the land has to 

be torn down before any 

work can be done and sale 

is expected to close early 

this summer. 

Businesses in winter weary 



northern Wisconsin are 

beginning to worry about 

how the tourist season is 

going to begin.  Well over a 

foot of snow fell in many 

locations yesterday, with 

Rhinelander breaking not 

only the amount of snow in 

April half way through the 

month, but the most ever, 

107.8”, breaking the old 

mark set 76 years ago by 

nearly an inch.  Mitch Mode 

of Mel’s Trading Post 

downtown said even 

hardcore skiers are tired of 

it.  The opening of the 

fishing season is just two 

weeks away and anglers 

are still ice fishing, with more 

than 18 inches of ice 

reported in many locations.  

The weekend means big 

business to many and area 

Chamber directors say 

everyone’s ready for the 

snow to go and they need 

to adjust.   
 

Fire destroys equipment at News 4/18/14 12p,5p 1:30 Over a million dollars worth 



Marathon Co. Hwy dept.  
 

of heavy equipment was 

destroyed in an early 

morning fire at the 

Marathon County Highway 

Department.  A passing 

motorist reported seeing 

smoke from the building on 

Hwy 97 near Edgar.  The 

cause hasn’t been 

determined. 

Yesterday was the fifth time 

the Rhinelander school 

district cancelled classes 

and the result now, unless 

something else happens, is 

school ending on June 12th.  

Early yesterday the decision 

was only a two hour delay 

until more than two inches 

of snow fell in an hour and 

superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

pulled the plug to shut 

things down for safety’s 

sake.  Athletic teams across 

the North are still stuck 

indoors and time is running 

out to get full seasons for 

spring sports in the books.  



The Potawatomi Indians are 

the latest to seek federal 

approval to regulate water 

quality on their reservation. 

 The Forest County tribe 

asked the federal E-P-A for 

a status known as 

"treatment as state."  The 

Wisconsin D-N-R is looking 

for public input on the 

application -- and those 

comments will be passed 

onto the E-P-A.  If 

approved, communities 

upstream from the 

reservation may have to 

adjust its own water 

standards -- so whatever 

flows onto the tribe's 

property meets the 

Potawatomi regulations. 

 Tribal spokesman George 

Ermert says the application 

does not include new 

standards.  The Bad River, 

Lac du Flambeau, and 

Sokaogon Chippewa 

bands have their own 

water quality agreements. 



 The Bad River tribe is using 

its status to oppose the 

controversial Gogebic 

Taconite iron ore mine 

being considered upstream 

near Mellen. 
 

 
Lincoln Co. deputies arrest 
Oneida Co. man  News 4/21/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Lincoln county deputies 

arrested a 27-year old 

Merrill man wanted in 

Oneida County.  The 

sheriff’s department reports 

a motorist called in a 

vehicle weaving all over 

Hwy 51 north.  The vehicle 

was stopped on county K 

where the driver was found 

to have three outstanding 

warrants on several matters.  

He posted bond and was 

released late Saturday 

night. 

A New London School 

District employee is free on 

a signature bond, following 

her arrest Thursday, 

charged with stealing 

thousands of dollars from 

athletic events over several 

years. Wendy Swinton is 



listed as a payroll and 

accounting specialist at the 

New London district. 

Wisconsin wildlife officials 

are using road-kill and 

radio-tracking data to 

assess the harsh winter's 

effect on the state's deer 

herd.  Department of 

Natural Resources staffers 

are looking for 10 carcasses 

in every county so they can 

check a number of 

biological signs, such as fat 

stores and pregnancy.  

They're also closely 

watching survival rates of 

more than 200 deer with 

radio collars in the northern 

forest and eastern farmland 

areas of the state.  About 

30 percent of the collared 

fawns in the northern forest 

and 15 percent in the 

farmlands have died. Adults 

have fared better, with 6 

percent loses in the north 

and 2 percent losses in the 

farmlands. Causes of death 



include predation, car 

crashes and starvation.   

A sure sign of spring is the 

number of road kill animals 

and bears are now out.  

Two of them were killed last 

night within hours of each 

other and both on Highway 

51in Lincoln county.  One 

near county C and the 

second near Lincoln Drive.   
 

 
Rhinelander residents can 
turn off the water News 4/21/14 12p,5p 1:30 

City residents in Rhinelander 

can turn off their water.  The 

frost line has moved to a 

manageable level and city 

officials lifted the run water 

order this morning.  Credits 

for excess flows won’t be 

honored after today. 

About 500 Wisconsinites are 

registered to run in today's 

Boston Marathon -- which, 

of course, is more than just 

a 26-mile race.  It's also a 

sign of a city's resolve to 

emerge stronger, after a 

pair of terrorist bombings 

killed three people and 

injured 260 at the finish line 



of last year's marathon. 

 Wisconsin runners say they 

share in that resolve. 36,000 

running took off this 

morning. 

This is Tornado and Severe 

Weather Awareness Week 

in Wisconsin.  A statewide 

tornado drill is set for 

Thursday to help schools, 

businesses, and homes 

practice their responses to 

a real twister.   

About 96-thousand pounds 

of Oscar Mayer wieners 

were recalled yesterday, 

because they might 

contain cheese by mistake. 

 Oscar Mayer is based in 

Madison and owned by 

Kraft Foods.  The U-S-D-A 

said Oscar Mayer's "Classic 

Wieners" may have 

ingredients from the 

company's "Classic Cheese 

Dogs."  Officials said the 

product labels were not 

correct. 

For the first time in 22 years, 



anglers in northern 

Wisconsin can keep the 

bass they catch. It’s been a 

catch-and-release bass 

season in the north.  Now, 

the D-N-R says the species is 

doing so well, it can survive 

being removed.  The large-

mouth season runs from 

May third until the start of 

next March.  Small-mouth 

bass must still be returned 

until June 20th.  The daily 

total bag limit of five. 
 

 
Two people die in 
motorcycle crash near St. 
Point  News 4/22/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Yesterday we told you 

Rhinelander residents could 

finally turn off their water as 

the weather is finally 

allowing things to flow freely 

in the city.  The one thing 

that’s not flowing is the 

money to pay for keeping 

those pipes from freezing.  

Public Works Director Tim 

Kingman says cost 

estimates exceed half a 

million dollars and they’re 

looking for state and 

federal aid to help.  The 



coldest and snowiest winter 

on record broke over a 

dozen water mains and 

froze out more than 500 

residents, the most ever.  

Kingman said they used 

75% more water than a 

normal winter and while 

there are means to budget 

for this, in his words, “it 

ultimately becomes the 

utility customer’s cost”.  

Something he says the city 

would like to avoid. 

Two people died after a 

motorcycle crash late 

yesterday afternoon near 

Stevens Point.  The Portage 

County Sheriff’s department 

closed Hwy 66 near County 

PP for nearly two hours as a 

result.  A spokesman said a 

car failed to yield the right 

of way to the bike, turning 

in front of it.  The accident 

occurred just before 5. 

Oneida County Sheriff 

Grady Hartman was 

appointed to the position 



by Governor Scott Walker in 

January of last year and 

yesterday announced his 

bid to run for the office in 

the November election.  

Hartman has been with the 

department 15 years and in 

law enforcement for 20.  His 

background was detailed 

in a news release, stating 

Hartman was the youngest 

to ever become a Sergeant 

in the department and is 

known for his fiscal 

responsibility as a former 

town supervisor and school 

board member.     
 

DNR responds to walleye 
limit 
 News 4/22/14 12p,5p 1:30 

The D-N-R is reducing the 

number of lakes in northern 

Wisconsin where sport 

anglers can take only one 

walleye per day. 

 Yesterday, the agency 

imposed the limit on 173 

lakes where Chippewa 

Indians use their centuries-

old treaty rights to spear 

walleye before the general 

fishing season begins.  Last 



year, the D-N-R imposed 

the limit on 197 lakes -- 

almost 25 fewer than this 

year, even though the 

Chippewa planned to take 

a record number of walleye 

this spring.  The tribal quota 

is 63-thousand, six-percent 

more than the previous 

record in 2010.  The late 

spring was cited as one 

reason, along with the fact 

Indians have less access to 

a popular lake in 

neighboring Minnesota. 

 However, the tribes 

generally take only about 

half their quotas -- so the 

limits for sport anglers are 

normally raised after that. 

 Spearfishing created 

tensions in the 1980's after a 

federal judge reaffirmed 

the Chippewa treaty rights. 

 Tensions rekindled last year 

after the state created a 

new wolf hunt and relaxed 

environmental standards for 

mining.  The D-N-R says a 



new walleye stocking 

program should create less 

tensions now.  However, 

Assembly Tourism 

Committee chair Dean 

Kaufert is still concerned 

about anglers staying home 

in the midst of the one-

walleye limits. 

There's another Democratic 

candidate in Wisconsin's 

gubernatorial race. State 

Representative Brett Hulsey 

(D-Madison) announced 

yesterday he's making a run 

for governor. Fresh out of 

the gate he took aim at the 

front-runner on the 

Democrat side, Mary Burke, 

saying. "We need 

somebody who can take 

on Scott Walker, not some 

spoiled rich kid". Like Burke 

and Republican incumbent 

Scott Walker, Hulsey said his 

focus will be on jobs. 
 

 
Lac Du Flambeau man will 
avoid court  News 4/23/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

No one was hurt and an 

armed man was taken into 

custody yesterday in 



Wittenberg after holding a 

hostage at a fast food 

restaurant.  The Shawano 

County Sheriff’s department 

reports they received an 

alarm call from the 

McDonalds/Shell 

convenience store about 

2:00.  Highway 45 was shut 

down for a couple hours 

and a nearby school was 

put on lockdown as a 

precaution.  The suspect, a 

28-year old Gillett man 

surrendered about two 

hours later after releasing 

the hostage.  Investigators 

are still working on a motive 

for the incident but did say 

the suspect was depressed. 

A Lac Du Flambeau man 

will avoid court and two 

felony charges in a plea 

deal.   31-year-old James 

Peterson faced four total 

charges in connection with 

a fight last year where a 

man was stabbed.  He 

pleaded no contest to two 



lesser charges and was 

convicted of a second 

OWI.  He’s back in court for 

sentencing in August.  

A major part of the 

downtown Rhinelander 

renovation picked up 

funding yesterday with 

grants and loans from the 

Department of Agriculture.  

More than $3.7-million was 

awarded the city for sewer 

work and is a main part of 

the project, projected to 

cost nearly $7-million.  

Planning continues with 

work expected to begin in 

the spring of 2016. 

The U-S Supreme Court 

yesterday upheld 

Michigan's constitutional 

ban on using race in 

deciding who gets 

admitted to public colleges 

and universities.  Voters 

approved that ban in 2006. 

 West Bend Senator Glenn 

Grothman says he’ll push to 

revive a proposal for a 



similar ban in Wisconsin.   He 

says the average person 

doesn't realize, "how 

extensive race and gender 

preferences are in our 

society." 
 

Rhinelander library director 
moving on 
 News 4/23/14 12p,5p 1:30 

The director of the 

Rhinelander District Library is 

moving on.  Ed Hughes will 

be leaving the position he’s 

held for six years to take a 

similar job in Northern 

Mississippi, beginning June 

2nd.  He cited having to 

move to a warmer climate 

for family concerns. 

The Rhinelander Tourism 

Marketing Committee is 

taking applications for the 

summer disbursement of 

room tax community grants.  

The money is available to 

community groups or 

organizations providing 

marketing and a focus on 

bringing visitors to the 

Rhinelander area.  For-profit 

organizations are not part 

of the program.  



Applications are available 

online at explorerhinelander 

dot com. 

One of Wisconsin's hottest 

tickets this spring is for 

something you can see for 

free.  The former Johnson 

Wax research tower -- 

designed by Frank Lloyd 

Wright -- will open two of its 

14 floors to public tours 

starting on May second at 

the S-C Johnson household 

products' complex in 

Racine.  Most of the 

available spaces have 

already been reserved for 

May and into June.  The 

research facility was used 

from 1950-through-'82. 

 Glass tubes circle around 

the tower, showing off its 

original purpose and 

achieving Wright's goal of 

having people work in a 

pleasant-looking 

environment.  Johnson's 

Greg Anderegg said the 

building that drove people 



to be innovative.  Glade air 

freshener, Pledge furniture 

polish, and the Off insect 

repellent were all created 

there during its first eight 

years. 

Radio and television 

stations across Wisconsin will 

take part in a statewide 

tornado drill tomorrow 

afternoon.  The one minute 

test hits at 1:45 and officials 

hope people practice 

emergency plans.   
 

 
Sentencing for Mark Bucki 
will be in July News 4/24/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Sentencing for Mark Bucki 

will be July 3rd.  The 50-year 

old Lincoln County man 

was convicted earlier this 

month of killing his wife, 

Anita and hiding her body 

last year.  He was 

convicted of three felonies 

including first degree 

intentional homicide, which 

carries a mandatory life 

sentence.   

Park in a handicapped spot 

and you’re going to get a 

ticket.  Now, the fine will be 



three times higher in a bill 

signed yesterday by 

Governor Walker.  

Beginning tomorrow the 

penalty increases the 

minimum fine from $50 to 

$150, up to a $300 

maximum.  The new law 

also penalizes building 

owners for not providing 

enough parking for 

disabled drivers.  The 

governor also signed a bill, 

authored by Rhinelander 

assemblyman Rob 

Swearingen, allowing 

handicapped motorcycle 

riders to use the spaces, 

which was not previously 

allowed.  Swearingen said 

the measure received wide, 

bi-partisan support from 

lawmakers and veterans 

groups.   

The Northwoods may get its 

first scenic byway 

designation.  Officials 

meeting in Mole Lake 

yesterday offered a plan to 



recognize a 100 plus mile 

stretch of highway 55 as an 

official scenic byway.  The 

route stretches from central 

Langlade county to the 

Michigan border.  State 

officials said the route 

scored high on the rating 

system used for such 

designations and is more 

scenic than the other four 

roadways already 

recognized.  The Wolf River 

Nicolet Scenic Byway, as it 

would be known, now goes 

into the support and 

marketing stage with 

communities along the 

route needing to get 

behind the project and 

help develop a plan to 

promote it.   Wisconsin 

started designating scenic 

byways in 2005. 
 

The risk of wild fires has 
gone down 
 News 4/24/14 12p,5p 1:30 

The risk of wildfires has gone 

down, and rain stays in the 

forecast.  Even so, the D-N-

R says you should not forget 

it's the worst time of year for 



out-of-control forest and 

brush fires.  This is "Wildfire 

Prevention Week," to 

remember the upcoming 

anniversary of last May's 

blaze in Douglas and 

Bayfield counties that 

blackened 74-hundred 

acres -- the state's largest 

forest fire in 33 years.  It was 

only last week that northern 

Wisconsin had up to 19-

inches of snow.  The D-N-R's 

Catherine Koele said it's a 

misconception things don't 

burn after such a large 

snowstorm melts away.  She 

said it's exactly the opposite 

because the vegetation is 

dead and dry windy 

weather makes for a bad 

combination.  Officials urge 

those burning yard waste to 

make sure their fires are 

completely out when 

they're done -- and get the 

proper permits.  About 150 

wildfires have been 

reported in Wisconsin this 



spring, 

Three Marquette 

engineering students won 

53-thousand dollars, for 

creating a mobile app that 

makes it easier to do Power 

Point presentations. 

 Undergrads Devin Turner 

and Charlie Beckworth, and 

M-B-A candidate Nicholas 

Winninger won an 

entrepreneurial prize in the 

Rice Business Plan 

competition.  They created 

an app called "Focal Cast". 

 It allows users to make 

wireless Power Point 

presentations from their 

smartphones or tablets. 

Saturday is National 

Prescription Drug Take Back 

day across the state.  From 

10-2 you can dispose of 

expired, unused or 

unwanted prescription 

drugs.  Last year nearly 20 

TONS of prescription 

medication was dropped 

off.  All law enforcement 



offices and facilities across 

the state take part in the 

event. 
 

 
Lac Du flambeau couple 
could spend time in prison News 4/25/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Lac du Flambeau couple 

could spend more than 30 

years in prison for selling 

prescription drugs.  28-year 

old Andrew Meshigaud is in 

the Vilas County Jail and 

25-year old Charlie Sunn 

Meshigaud was arrested in 

Milwaukee yesterday, both 

facing nine federal charges 

for possessing and selling 

oxycodone between 

January and june of last 

year.  Three others were 

arrested in connection with 

the case and have already 

pleaded guilty and will be 

sentenced this summer.   

Police in Wausau are 

explaining why they 

reacted like they did to 

reports of, what they call a 

neighborhood disruption 

earlier this week.  Six high 

school seniors were cited 

for disorderly conduct 



Tuesday after police broke 

up a Nerf gun war, an 

annual spring event for 

students at Wausau East 

and West.  According to a 

prepared release the 

department said there was 

enough disruption to cause 

a neighbor’s attention to 

be drawn to see what was 

happening.  Parents aren’t 

happy.  While the students 

weren’t suspended, several 

were placed on athletic 

suspension according to 

the school district.  Police 

say they’ll continue looking 

into the matter. 

Wisconsin Senator Ron 

Johnson is suing the Obama 

administration. At the heart 

of the lawsuit is what he 

says is the Obama 

administration’s special 

treatment of Congress and 

its staff, restoring tax 

preferred congressional 

health care subsidies that 

the Affordable Care Act 



eliminated for everyone 

else.  Thirty-eight 

Republican lawmakers, 

including Senators Ted Cruz 

and John McCain, have 

joined Johnson’s suit 

against the federal Office 

of Personnel Management.  

The Justice Department has 

asked a federal judge in 

Wisconsin to dismiss 

Johnson’s suit. 

 

Two new leaders names to 
lead Wausau Papers 
 News 4/25/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Two new leaders have 

been named to run the 

Wausau Paper Corporation, 

which has been under 

stockholder pressure from a 

New York hedge fund.  The 

company announced 

Michael Burandt will be the 

permanent C-E-O and 

board chairman.  And 

Matthew Urmanski will be 

the new president and 

chief operating officer. 

 Urmanski has held a 

number of management 

posts at Wausau Paper 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-politics/wp/2014/04/22/38-gop-lawmakers-join-ron-johnsons-obamacare-lawsuit/


since 2000.  Burandt has 

been the interim C-E-O 

since April second.  The 

Starboard Value hedge 

fund is Wausau's largest 

shareholder, and was able 

to get Burandt onto the 

company's board in 

2012.  For the last three 

years, Starboard has used 

its minority ownership to 

criticize Wausau Paper's 

management plan.  During 

that time, the 115-year-old 

company shut down mills in 

Brokaw and Brainerd 

Minnesota -- and sold 

operations in Rhinelander 

and Mosinee.  Starboard 

has been publicly trying to 

convince Wausau Paper to 

sell its timber-lands in the 

state, and move its Mosinee 

headquarters -- out of 

Wisconsin. 

Not everyone was 

impressed when Governor 

Scott Walker made Time 

Magazine's list of the 100 



most influential people in 

the world.  Democrats tried 

making political hay, by 

slamming both the 

Republican Walker and 

New Jersey Governor Chris 

Christie -- who wrote a brief 

profile for the magazine's 

listing.  Christie wrote about 

Walker's leadership in 

passing the Act-10 public 

union bargaining limits, and 

facing an aftermath which 

included an effort to recall 

him.  Walker said he was 

humbled by making Time's 

list.   State Democratic Party 

spokeswoman Melissa 

Baldauff said, "The only 

person they could get to be 

an apologist for scandal-

plagued Governor Scott 

Walker was scandal-

plagued Governor Chris 

Christie ... I guess it takes 

one to know one." 
 

Early morning fire in Vilas 
Co.  
 News 4/28/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A fire early Sunday morning 

and Vilas county authorities 

suspect arson in their 



investigation. A sheriff’s 

deputy responded to an 

alarm at St. Peter the 

Fisherman Catholic Church 

on County G near Eagle 

River just before 1:00 and 

discovered a small fire, 

which he extinguished.  A 

window was also found to 

be smashed.   

It’s no secret people are 

restless with the prolonged 

winter weather and the 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

department reminds 

residents of a couple things 

as we continue to thaw out.  

The melting snow is 

revealing garbage and 

other items, many of which 

are illegally dumped.  One 

case in the Harrison Hills 

area was turned over to the 

DNR after a number of bags 

were found.  A town of 

Scott man was cited for 

trespassing after a neighbor 

found over 50 tires on his 

land.  The department also 



cited two Merrill men and 

warn others not to mud run 

on roads or trails.  Violators 

face citations or criminal 

charges and can pick up 

the cost for road repairs or 

other damages. 

Wisconsin wildlife officials 

and the federal 

government created an 

online map showing where 

the state's fish species are 

found.  The DNR and U.S. 

Geological Survey Center 

for Integrated Data 

Analytics built the map 

using results from fish surveys 

dating back 130 years. The 

map allows anyone to 

search for the locations of 

more than 160 species by 

county or habitat types. 

Users also can zoom in on 

specific water bodies to see 

what's in them.  The map is 

available on the USGS 

website. 
 

 
Minocqua police chief in flux News 4/28/14 12p,5p 1:30 

A week ago the city of 

Minocqua announced 



police Lt. David Jaeger was 

the new chief of that 

department.  Today, he’s 

not since the meeting that 

recommended him was 

ruled to have violated the 

state’s open meetings law.  

Notices have since been 

reposted for the review 

committee and town board 

to legally meet and 

presumably hire Jaeger 

officially.   

Wisconsin refuses to let 

voters register online, while 

more states are allowing it. 

 Experts recently told 

lawmakers online systems 

are cheaper, easier and 

more accurate than paper 

systems like Wisconsin's. 

 Government 

Accountability Board 

director Kevin Kennedy says 

his agency has the 

technology to sign up 

voters online -- but 

lawmakers need to 

approve it failing to pass it 



twice in the last three 

sessions.  The Associated 

Press says 18 states have 

online registration, while 

four others have approved 

it.  Wisconsin was among 15 

others considering online 

registration, until lawmakers 

adjourned for the year 

almost a month ago. 

Your house is not the only 

thing getting a spring 

cleaning.  About three-

thousand groups 

volunteered to pick up trash 

along nearly eight-

thousand miles of Wisconsin 

highways.  It's the first of 

three cleanups this year as 

part of the state's long-

running Adopt-a-Highway 

program.  State coordinator 

Christa Wollenzien asks 

drivers to be extra careful 

when they see the roadside 

volunteers.  She says they're 

covered under the state's 

"Move Over Law," which 

requires drivers to slow 



down and veer as far 

enough away from the 

workers as safely possible. 

 Wollenzien is also asking for 

more volunteers.  She says 

about 30-percent of the 

available miles in the 

Adopt-a-Highway 

High winds to blame for 
power outages  
 News 4/29/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

High winds were to blame 

early this morning as nearly 

2000 Wisconsin Public 

Service customers were 

without power in the Eagle 

River, Hazelhurst, Minocqua 

and Rhinelander areas.  

Crews had things restored 

by 5:00.  The winds were 

also a factor in a Price 

County accident that 

closed Hwy 70 near 

Crowley road a couple 

hours yesterday afternoon.  

A semi trailer was blown 

over, blocking the road in 

both directions around 1:30. 

No one was hurt.  Advisories 

for high profile vehicles are 

posted today as gusts over 

40 mph are expected 



again.     

An Eagle River woman 

faces two felony charges, 

accused of stealing more 

than $16,000 from the local 

Jaycees.  37-year old 

Michelle Albaugh admitted 

using the club’s debit card 

the last two years for 

personal items including 

meals, entertainment, gas 

and others.  Ironically she 

was the club’s “Woman of 

the Year” last year.  She 

pleaded not guilty in Vilas 

County Court yesterday 

and has a pre-trial 

conference set for June 

17th.   

Wausau police have a 

news conference planned 

for this afternoon regarding 

that Nerf Wars game last 

week in which six Wausau 

West seniors were cited for 

disorderly conduct.  Police 

were called to reports of 

people with guns near the 

high school last Tuesday 



night and arrived on high 

alert, weapons drawn.  

Now it appears those 

citations will be dropped.  

The game, called the senior 

shoot out has been an 

annual event the last 

several years.  

Administrators said getting 

the citations is an activities 

code violation carrying 

consequences for athletes 

but without them, there 

would be no penalties.    
 

 
Charter to pick up Time 
Warner customers News 4/29/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin's two largest 

cable T-V companies are 

about to become one. 

 Charter Communications  

will acquire most of Time 

Warner's operations in the 

eastern half of Wisconsin 

and will become the main 

carrier in virtually all of the 

Badger State.  Charter tried 

but failed to acquire all of 

Time Warner Cable in 

February.  Now, Comcast is 

buying Time Warner -- and 

Charter is about to pick up 



one-point-four million 

customers that Comcast 

plans to shed to avoid 

regulatory issues.  Charter 

says Time Warner customers 

will get the same services 

they receive now -- cable T-

V, Internet, and phone 

service.  The biggest impact 

will likely be a reduction in 

the total numbers of jobs.   

 Wisconsin's education 

agency is encouraging 

schools to adopt new 

safety regulations.  The 

Department of Public 

Instruction is highlighting 

measures developed jointly 

by education and 

emergency response 

leaders.  They include 

creating local-and-

statewide crisis response 

teams, safety planning 

teams for each school, and 

training so school staffers 

know what to do in the 

event of emergencies. 

 Other recommendations 



include controlled access 

to schools, managing 

visitors, and new security 

technology like surveillance 

cameras and two-way 

radios.  Wisconsin schools 

are already required to 

have their own safety plans. 

  

Officials at Milwaukee's 

Mitchell International airport 

say the road near baggage 

claim is being replaced, 

and a new glass canopy 

will cover the lanes.  That 

will close the road.  It's part 

of a major renovation at 

Mitchell, and the baggage 

claim area is among the 

last to be modernized. 

 Motorists who pick up 

passengers are urged to 

use the hourly parking area 

instead. 
 

 
Voting laws in question News 4/30/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Saying it unfairly burdened 

poor and minority voters, US 

District Judge Lynn 

Adelman struck down 

Wisconsin’s voter 



identification law. The long-

awaited decision came 

yesterday in Milwaukee, 

invalidating the law which 

would have required voters 

to show a state-issued ID at 

the polls.  The law was only 

in effect for a 2012 primary 

before a Dane County 

judge declared it 

unconstitutional.  The ruling 

could lead to lawmakers 

returning for a special 

session and Gov. Scott 

Walker said last month t he 

would call them back if the 

courts ruled against the 

law. 

After two hunting seasons, 

the number of gray wolves 

in Wisconsin has declined, 

according to a preliminary 

report yesterday from the 

DNR.   It’s the first major 

decrease in the wolf 

numbers since the DNR 

began tracking the species’ 

recovery in the state some 

35 years ago, when 



Wisconsin had only 25 

wolves.  That number is now 

near 700 and at a meeting 

in Wausau yesterday the 

department said it should 

be about half that to what 

they call a biologically and 

socially acceptable level.  

A long term plan is 

expected later this summer. 

Two of nine felony charges 

were dismissed against a 

Merrill woman accused of 

being drunk when crashing 

her car, killing two people.  

The trial for 26-year old 

Ashley Baumann begins 

Monday in Lincoln County 

Court over the June 2012 

accident that killed 31-year 

old Misty Glisch and 33-year 

old Jessica Hartwig.  

The recent rain/snow 

combinations have 

delayed opening area ATV 

trails because it’s too wet 

for maintenance.  Both 

Lincoln and Langlade 



county trails remain closed.   

 

Forecast for the opening to 
the fishing season is bleak 
 News 4/30/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin's attorney 

general promises to appeal 

a federal court ruling from 

yesterday which struck 

down the state's photo I-D 

law for voting.  District 

Judge Lynn Adelman of 

Milwaukee issued a 70-

page decision in which he 

said there's virtually none of 

the voter fraud  

Republicans claim the law is 

intended to stop.   To 

restore the original I-D law, 

both the state and federal 

courts would have to 

uphold it. The State 

Supreme Court is expected 

to rule this summer on a 

similar legal challenge. 

A special state program 

helps high school students 

who are about to become 

the first in their families to go 

to college.  The Wisconsin 

Educational Opportunity 

Program identifies 



elementary and middle 

school youngsters who may 

need some extra guidance 

and college prep work. 

 Last night, about 250 

graduates in that program 

were honored at a 

banquet in Wausau.  State 

public school 

Superintendent Tony Evers 

says many of the students 

come from disadvantaged 

backgrounds, or from 

different cultures.  The 

program operates 

statewide, but Evers says it's 

especially successful in 

central Wisconsin. 

The forecast into the 

opening of the state’s 

fishing season is rather 

bleak and there’s more 

shoveling going on up 

North.  Drummond in 

Bayfield County had six 

inches on the ground by 

last night.  Washburn had 

four inches, and Ashland 

three.  Moisture is just now 



soaking into the ground, as 

the winter's heavy 

underground frost 

disappears.  Wausau finally 

lifted its order for selected 

homes and businesses to 

run a light stream of water 

24-7, as the danger of 

frozen pipes is now over.  

Temperatures will remain10-

15 degrees below normal 

through the weekend.  
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Downtown Rhinelander due 
for a facelift News 5/1/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Downtown Rhinelander is 

due for a facelift and that 

topic was brought to the 

public last night.  

Streetscape, as it’s known is 

the work of the city and 

Downtown Rhinelander, 

Incorporated, planning 

everything from major 



water and sewer work to 

possibly redoing the overall 

look of the downtown, 

specifically Brown, 

Davenport and Stevens 

streets.  Some funding for 

the utility work is already 

available but a significant 

amount is still needed and 

that was one of the issues 

discussed.  A first draft of 

the plan was critiqued and 

community development 

specialists, Vierbicher 

Associates will compile the 

feedback and come back 

this summer.    

Three people were arrested 

after a drug bust in Wausau 

netted over 10-thousand 

dollars worth of 

methamphetamines.  The 

Special Investigations Unit 

from the Marathon County 

Sheriff’s Department, 

Everest Metro Police and 

Wausau Police executed a 

warrant at 608 First Street 

Monday, finding 90 grams 



of crystal meth bagged for 

resale, some cash and a 

video surveillance system.  

A 43-year-old man and his 

42-year-old wife and a 27-

year-old man were all 

arrested.  Three minor 

children were also in the 

home, now with social 

workers.  The as yet 

unnamed adults are 

charged with possession 

with intent to deliver.   

Work on a tribal casino 

complex in Shullsburg was 

setback yesterday when a 

referendum vote for 

funding failed.  That vote, 

taken in Lac du Flambeau 

on the initiative to continue 

funding the Gaming Fee-To-

Trust application failed by 

two votes.  The Tribal 

Council will now explore 

alternative means of 

funding for the 

development of the land, 

owned by the tribe in the 

southwestern Wisconsin 



community.  
 

  
Marshfield woman gets jail 
time for transporting 
marijuana from Colo.    News 5/1/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A Marshfield woman is 

getting jail-and-probation 

time for transporting 

marijuana from Colorado -- 

plus chocolate bars laced 

with the main ingredient in 

pot.  23-year-old Alyssa 

Clapper pleaded guilty to 

three Wood County 

charges of maintaining a 

drug trafficking place, plus 

one count of delivering 

marijuana.  Three other 

counts were dropped in a 

plea deal.  Officials said the 

legalization of marijuana in 

Colorado could result in 

people selling pot from 

there in states like 

Wisconsin. 

A northwest Wisconsin man 

will spend six-and-a-half 

years in prison for killing a 

15-year-old boy in a high-

speed S-U-V crash.  Twenty-

three-year-old Wade 

Richey of Spooner must also 

spend just over six years 



under extended supervision 

once he gets out. 

 Authorities said Richey 

drove over 90-miles-an-hour 

and slid around curves in 

Barron County in 2012, 

knowing he had bad 

brakes.  It resulted in a 

crash that killed 15-year-old 

Triston Sager, who was 

riding in the cargo portion 

of Richey's S-U-V. 

Wisconsin utilities are 

counting up the extra 

money we gave them to 

keep our homes and 

businesses warm during the 

bitter cold winter. 

 Wisconsin Energy, the 

parent firm of We Energies, 

reports an 18-percent 

increase in its quarterly 

earnings.  The state's largest 

electric and natural gas 

utility netted 208-million-

dollars from January 

through March, up from 

almost 177-million the year 

before.  Record natural gas 



usage is credited for the 

earnings' increase -- along 

with higher electric sales.  In 

related news, this winter's 

propane heating fuel 

shortage is under the 

microscope today as a U-S 

Senate committee 

examines the reasons for 

the shortage, and how to 

avoid it in the future. 
 

  
Superintendant of Three 
Lakes school facing charges News 5/2/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The superintendent of the 

Three Lakes school district 

faces charges of 

misdemeanor disorderly 

conduct for domestic 

abuse.  60-year old George 

Karling is accused of 

choking his wife during an 

argument last month.  He’s 

back in court three weeks 

from today for an 

adjourned initial 

appearance.   

It appears state lawmakers 

won’t be heading to a 

special session to make 

changes to the voter ID 

law.  Federal Judge Lynn 



Adelman this week struck 

down the law requiring 

voters to present a photo ID 

at the polls.  Governor Scott 

Walker had said he’d call a 

special session if the 

measure was rejected but 

now says it’s best to deal 

with the issue in court 

through the appeals 

process. 

Last year Vilas County Chief 

Deputy Joe Fath was 

appointed sheriff by the 

Governor after the passing 

of Frank Tomlanovich.  Now, 

the 33 year veteran wants 

the job full time and filed for 

candidacy in November’s 

election.  His entire law 

enforcement career has 

been with the Vilas County 

department. 

It’s often said when 

someone leaves a job there 

are big shoes to fill and 

that’s certainly the case at 

the Eagle River Chamber.  

Its longtime director, Connie 



Heeg is stepping down.  The 

membership more than 

doubled in the 13 plus years 

he’s led the organization 

and many signature events 

grew to huge proportions 

during his tenure.  Heeg 

said he thought of retiring 

for a while and now, for 

health reasons, the time 

was right.  The chamber 

board will begin the search 

for a new director soon.   
 

  
Early morning break in leads 
to an arrest News 5/2/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 An early morning break-in 

lead to an arrest today.  

The Vilas County Sheriff’s 

office got a 911 call shortly 

before 4:00 this morning 

from a home on Hwy 70 

east in Arbor Vitae reporting 

a prowler inside the home.  

The caller’s wife heard 

something in the dining 

room and upon checking it 

out was startled when a 

man wearing a hoodie 

jumped up and ran out the 

back door.  A K9 unit 

followed the suspects tracks 



to a neighboring home 

where a 22-year old man 

was taken into custody.  

Charges are pending. 

A Wausau area propane 

dealer told Congress 

yesterday cutting back on 

U-S fuel exports could help 

avoid shortages like the one 

we had this winter.  Gary 

France chairs the National 

Propane Gas Association -- 

and was invited to testify at 

a U-S Senate committee 

hearing on the subject. 

 Senate Democrat Tammy 

Baldwin of Wisconsin 

scolded the Energy 

Department for what she 

called an "insufficient" 

response, after short 

supplies caused propane 

prices to skyrocket in 

January.  She said help 

eventually came for 

struggling Wisconsinites -- 

but it didn't come easy or 

fast enough. 

The brutal winter had 



Wisconsin highway 

departments spending their 

entire year's allotment and 

more on snow-and-ice 

removal.  As a result, the 

state D-O-T will ask for an 

extra 27-million dollars to 

cover the over-runs. 

 Ashland County whipped 

through its entire 350-

thousand dollar snow 

removal budget for the 

year -- plus 20-thousand 

more -- by March 31st.  They 

don't know yet how much it 

will cost to remove April 

snows that were still coming 

down this week -- and 

they've got nothing for next 

fall's snowstorms.   
 

 Prentice firefighters able to 
save a home 
 News 5/5/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Prentice firefighters were 

able to save a town of 

Lynne home last night, but 

there’s enough damage to 

relocate the family.  

Officials believe something 

electrical may have 

sparked the fire in the attic 

of the home around 5:00 on 



Ahola road.  Safety 

concerns prompted the 

decision to not have 

anyone stay there.   

A 21-year old man is in the 

Marathon county jail after a 

weekend shooting injured 

two people.  The sheriff’s 

department responded to 

the incident at a home on 

North 44th Avenue and hwy 

U around 9:30 Saturday 

night.  The suspect, who 

lives there, allegedly fired 

three rounds from a .22 

caliber rifle, hitting two 

family members.  They are 

in stable condition at 

Aspirus Hospital.  

Investigators are still trying 

to determine a motive for 

the shooting, with possible 

charges of attempted 

homicide being weighed 

by the DA’s office.    

A disturbance early 

Saturday morning has a 34-

year old Merrill man in jail.  

City police responded to a 



911 call from a home on 

county W in the town of 

Pine River.  A woman 

complained she and the 

man got into an argument 

when he allegedly grabbed 

her by the throat and struck 

her four times in the face.  

He faces charges of 

disorderly conduct, battery 

and strangulation and will 

be in Lincoln County Court 

today. 

Wisconsin’s opening of 

fishing this weekend drew 

mixed results as ice covered 

lakes in the North kept all 

but the hardiest anglers off 

the water, while fast flowing 

rivers did much of the 

same.  There were 

scattered reports of success 

for walleye but crappie 

were active nearly 

statewide.   
 

  
Trial of Merrill woman begins  News 5/5/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A long-delayed began this 

morning for 26-year-old 

Ashley Baumann of Merrill 

accused of killing two 



friends in a 100 mph, drunk 

driving crash in June of 

2012.  She faces seven 

felony charges in the crash 

that killed 33-year-old 

Jessica Hartwig and 31-

year-old Misty Glitch, both 

of Merrill.  A 29-year-old 

woman survived.  The case 

has had long delays over 

witnesses, evidence, and 

other technical court issues. 

We're starting to see 

greener lawns in much of 

Wisconsin -- but not greener 

trees yet.  D-N-R specialist 

Todd Lanigan said lots of 

evergreen trees have 

turned brown -- while others 

are dropping brown 

needles and dead 

branches.  Lanigan blames 

the high winds, extreme 

cold, and heavy snows that 

were the hallmarks of this 

past winter.  The D-N-R has 

been getting lots of 

questions from folks about 

their evergreens -- so many 



the agency has put out a 

statement urging folks to 

wait before doing anything 

rash, like overly trimming 

their trees or cutting them 

down. 

At least some Wisconsinites 

have found it can pay to 

improve the air quality of 

their homes and 

neighborhoods.  Wisconsin 

Public Service is giving 

grants of one-thousand to 

six-thousand dollars to folks 

who trash their old wood-

heating stoves, in favor of 

more modern equipment. 

 More than 200 customers in 

northeast and north central 

Wisconsin have applied for 

grants in the first six weeks 

of the program, totaling 

around 600-thousand 

dollars.  Public Service 

received funding from the 

American Lung Association 

to encourage people to 

either buy more efficient 

wood-pellet stoves and 



outdoor boilers, or repair 

their old stoves with inserts. 

 More information is 

available at the Wisconsin 

Public Service Web site. 
 

  
Trial began yesterday News 5/6/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Ashley Baumann 

homicide trial opened in 

Merrill yesterday with jury 

selection and the defense 

saying the 26-year old 

Merrill woman wasn’t 

driving the night of June 7th, 

2012.  Two women were 

killed and another injured 

when her car left the road 

at high speed and rolled 

several times.  Baumann 

faces seven felony charges 

including homicide by 

drunken driving.  The trial is 

expected to last a week. 

The Merrill man arrested 

Saturday after an argument 

has been identified.  34-

year old Joshua Wendt was 

in Lincoln County Court 

yesterday facing one felony 

and two misdemeanors 

after arguing with a woman 



about a phone, then 

grabbing her by the throat 

and striking her several 

times in the face.  He’s 

back in court next Thursday.   

A Rhinelander High School 

teacher is on administrative 

leave on two misdemeanor 

charges of disorderly 

conduct and battery.  36-

year old Jason Kremer 

allegedly struck his wife 

during an argument Friday 

night.  He’s back in court 

Monday.   

One man faces drug 

charges and more arrests 

are pending from a 

marijuana growing 

operation in Hayward.  56-

year old Steven Miller of 

Stoddard in Vernon County 

was arrested after 

authorities received 

information of drug 

trafficking involving local 

high school students and 

other leads.  Officials 

uncovered a sophisticated 



indoor hydroponic 

marijuana grow site with 

about 67 plants in various 

stages of growth along with 

processed pot, guns and 

cash.   

The main artery through 

Wausau is under repair and 

businesses on Grand 

Avenue are feeling the 

effects.  Construction 

began two weeks ago and 

lane closures are making 

access difficult for both 

local travelers and 

businesses.  Some have 

already reported a decline 

in business, with the 3-million 

dollar project planned to 

run into October.   
 

  
Large bail set for Wausau 
man News 5/6/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A judge in Wausau set 

bond at a million-dollars 

yesterday for a man 

charged with shooting-and-

wounding an aunt and 

uncle.  Prosecutors said 21-

year-old Kyle Schaefer was 

leaving a basement when 

he opened the door and 



began firing without 

warning.  Three bullets 

struck Patrick and Sandra 

Schmitt, who were still at a 

Wausau hospital at last 

word.  The shootings 

occurred Saturday night at 

a home in the Marathon 

County town of Maine, 

northeast of Wausau. 

 Prosecutors say they're not 

sure about a possible 

motive. 

A Stevens Point man 

pleaded innocent to 

serving up marijuana-laced 

cookies to his former co-

workers.  21-year-old Darren 

Blair is charged in Portage 

County with reckless 

endangerment, placing 

foreign objects in edibles 

and delivering the main 

ingredient in marijuana. 

 Prosecutors said Blair 

brought the cookies to the 

Charcoal Grill in Plover in 

March and a female co-

worker ate two of them 



before getting sick.    

State lawmakers  decide 

today whether to spend 27-

million dollars to pay for 

extra road salt and snow 

removal costs during the 

brutal winter.  If the Joint 

Finance Committee does 

not approve the funding, 

county highway officials say 

they'll have to cut back on 

road maintenance to make 

up for what they spent this 

past season.  The extra 

funds could be provided by 

an unexpected D-O-T 

surplus for the current fiscal 

year. 

Wisconsin’ tax climate and 

ideas for change were 

addressed in a roundtable 

discussion in Wausau this 

morning.  Lt. Governor 

Rebecca Fleefisch and 

Revenue Secretary Rick 

Chandler addressed the 

meeting at NorthCentral 

Technical College with tax 

reform the key issue, along 



with other matters of 

concern to voters heading 

into the November 

elections. 

 

  
Plans for a new pavilion in 
Minocqua debated News 5/7/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Plans for a new pavilion at 

Minocqua’s Torpy Park 

were debated at a public 

meeting last night.  At issue, 

cutting down some of the 

oldest trees on the Island 

City to make room.  The last 

several days town officials 

have been inundated with 

calls and emails from 

people against losing the 11 

trees.  Town Chairman Mark 

Hartzeim said the largest 

and oldest trees would stay, 

even if the project moves 

forward.  Some would be 

removed because they’re 

already dying or decayed.  

The project was proposed 

by the Lions Club, whose 

sharing the cost with the 

town.  Last month the town 

board approved up to 

$50,000 for it.  No formal 



action was taken on the 

project last night. 

After months of traveling to 

school districts across the 

state, the Rural Schools Task 

Force released its 

recommendations 

yesterday.  Led by 

Republican State 

Representative Rob 

Swearingen of Rhinelander, 

the report details nearly two 

dozen points to be 

considered by lawmakers.  

Among them, extending 

high speed Internet access, 

reevaluating the existing 

equalization aid formula, 

more transportation aid, 

allowing local boards to 

exempt districts from 

certain mandates and 

allow districts to share 

grades without 

consolidation.  The first look 

at the recommendations 

wouldn’t come until 

January when the 

legislature returns to 



Madison. 

Rhinelander’s Mock Trial 

Team leaves for the 

National Championship in 

Madison today, familiar 

surroundings for the 

program but only two team 

members have experience 

at the top level.  46 teams 

are competing in the two 

day event that opens 

tomorrow.  Rhinelander 

won nationals in 1989 and 

took second in 2004.  

They’ve captured an 

unprecedented 17 state 

titles.   
 

  
Bible camp in the area in the 
judicial news News 5/7/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The U-S Supreme Court will 

not consider overturning 

local government rejections 

for a long-proposed bible 

camp near Rhinelander. 

 But the Jaros family still 

hopes the state courts will 

pave the way for a large 

Christian camp and 

conference center it's been 

trying to build since 2004 on 

Squash Lake west of the 



city.  Town and county 

panels said no to permits for 

the large facility on family-

owned lakeside acreage. 

 The Jaroses then went to 

the federal courts, claiming 

local agencies broke a 

federal law barring 

government from using 

zoning to discriminate 

against religious groups. 

 They said they were being 

prohibited from exercising 

their religious beliefs. 

 Federal court and both the 

Seventh Circuit Court of 

Appeals in Chicago and 

now the U-S Supreme Court 

all ruled against the family, 

ending the federal case -- 

but there’s still has an 

active state lawsuit 

challenging the Oneida 

County Board of 

Adjustment's rejection of 

the bible camp. 

 

Former state public school 

Superintendent Elizabeth 



Burmaster is the new 

president of a community 

college in Maryland. 

 Burmaster has headed 

Nicolet College in 

Rhinelander since 2009 -- 

and she told officials there 

yesterday she'll become 

the next president of 

Frederick Community 

College starting on August 

18th.  Burmaster was 

recently a finalist for the 

president of Madison 

Edgewood College.  The 

Frederick News-Press said 

she was also a finalist this 

year to head Rochester 

Community and Technical 

College in Minnesota, and 

Rock Valley College in 

Illinois -- but she was passed 

over at all three places. 

 Burmaster  said she looks 

forward to the challenge of 

leading a larger, more 

diverse institution. 
 

  
School Report News 5/8/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Democrats on a bipartisan 

committee studying rural 



schools say the final report 

from eight months of work 

falls short of fixing 

substantial problems.  

Members of the Rural 

Schools Task Force said at a 

news conference yesterday 

the final report doesn't 

address declining 

enrollment and flaws in the 

state funding formula.  The 

committee's four 

Democrats were flanked by 

superintendents from rural 

school districts in Benton, 

Alma and Rhinelander.  The 

superintendents say they 

are grateful for the task 

force's work and legislation 

is needed next session to 

address the problems 

highlighted in the report.  

The report released by 

Republican Rep. Rob 

Swearingen, of Rhinelander, 

calls for more money for 

schools with high 

transportation costs, 

funding for broadband 



Internet access and 

forgiving rural teachers' 

student loans.  Assembly 

speaker Robin Vos said “I 

don’t know how realistic in 

the short run a wholesale 

change to the (school 

funding) formula there is,”. 

“Many people in rural 

Wisconsin would be 

frustrated by the amount of 

money that we spend in 

Milwaukee and the poor 

results that we get. So I think 

there’s frustration in a lot of 

ways. It’s not just with the 

money that goes to rural 

districts, it’s the money 

that’s misspent in other 

districts. The formula has to 

take all of those things into 

account.” 

The Sheriff’s office in 

Marinette county reports 

the pilot of a single engine 

plane that crashed near 

Crivitz Tuesday is 

recovering.  66-year old 

Daniel McGraw of Lena 



was the only one on board 

when the plane developed 

engine trouble and went 

down in a farm field.   

 

  
Tribal police in Lac Du 
flambeau give notices to 
residents about leaving News 5/8/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin lawmakers made 

it clear they'll have partisan 

battles over how the state 

should help its 259 rural 

school districts the next two 

years.  Meanwhile, the 

people who run those 

schools plead lawmakers 

do something in the session 

come January. 

 Rhinelander school 

superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

said her district cut 11-and-

a-half million dollars over 

the last 11 years just to keep 

its budget balanced.  

Democrats say this week's 

recommendations from a 

bi-partisan task force on 

rural schools don't go far 

enough -- and they put out 

their own suggestions. 

 Among other things, they 

said the state's school aid 



formula needs a lot more 

than the minor tweaks 

suggested in the report 

from G-O-P task force 

chairman Rob Swearingen 

also of Rhinelander.  He 

says the ideas are a step in 

the right direction, and they 

could have "serious 

traction" in the next session. 

   
Tribal police in Lac du 

Flambeau began notifying 

28 individuals of a resolution 

requiring them to leave the 

reservation within 48 hours.  

It’s all part of an ongoing 

effort to stem illegal drug 

activity, violence and 

criminal elements on the 

reservation.  None of them 

are tribal members.  Last 

August 53 people were 

removed.  In March of last 

year the tribe declared a 

state of emergency in 

response to a surge in 

crime, violence and drug 

related deaths. 



Twenty-two of the 99 

Assembly members won't 

seek re-election this fall. 

 That's the most in 32 years. 

 Seven of the 33 senators 

are bowing out after this 

year -- the most in about 60 

years.  Most of those 

leaving are getting out of 

public office altogether.   
 

 Summer home in Land O 
Lakes destroyed by fire 
 News 5/9/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A summer home in Land o 

Lakes was destroyed by fire 

late last night.  Officials say 

a downed power line may 

have sparked a grass fire 

near the structure on the 

Cisco Chain just before 

11:00.  No one was home at 

the time. 

For years the state’s 

Chippewa tribes have 

pushed for a night deer 

hunt and have been turned 

back by the courts.  Now, 

leaders have asked the 7th 

Circuit Court of Appeals to 

overturn the ruling, last 

issued by Judge Barbara 

Crabb two years ago.  The 



tribes argued precedent 

was set when the state 

allowed night hunting to 

cull the deer herd to slow 

the spread of chronic 

wasting disease.  The state 

wants to maintain the ban 

on night hunting. 

Some needed work at 

airports in Tomahawk and 

Antigo is getting funded.  

Over 200-thousand dollars is 

headed to the Langlade 

County Airport for new 

snow removal equipment 

while more than 775-

thousand will help the 

Tomahawk Regional Airport 

fix broken pavement.  The 

money comes mostly from 

the Federal Aviation 

Administration with a 

percentage from the state 

DOT and local funds. 

Graduation rates continue 

to improve in Wisconsin. 

Statewide public school 

graduation rates continued 

an upward trend, improving 



2.3 percentage points 

between the 2009-10 and 

2012-13 school years. The 

class of 2013 had a four-

year graduation rate of 88 

percent, five-tenths of a 

point higher than the prior 

year. 

The Packers have selected 

Ha Ha Clinton-Dix in the first 

round of the NFL draft, 

adding a hard-hitting safety 

from Alabama to a defense 

that needs some 

playmakers. 
 

  
Severe weather in 
Minnesota News 5/9/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Most of Wisconsin escaped 

the severe weather 

neighboring Minnesota had 

last night -- but far western 

Wisconsin did get some of 

the spillover.  Almost two-

and-a-half inches of rain fell 

near Hudson.  Highway 29 

near Menomonie had up to 

three-inches of water. 

  Much of Minnesota had 

heavy storms -- including a 

tornado at Gaylord and 80-

mile-an-hour winds at 



Waseca.  Most of those 

storms fizzed out before 

they could head east into 

Wisconsin. 

The defense began making 

its case this morning in the 

trial of Ashley Baumann, the 

Merrill woman accused of 

killing two friends in a high-

speed drunk driving crash in 

June of 2012.  The 

prosecution rested its case 

yesterday in Lincoln County 

Circuit Court.  The state 

brought in more witnesses 

to refute the defense theory 

that the lone survivor of the 

crash took the wheel at the 

last minute and caused the 

mishap.  Authorities said the 

26-year-old Baumann was 

driving at almost 100-miles-

an-hour with a blood 

alcohol level at least twice 

the legal limit when her van 

rolled into a field, killing 

passengers Jessica Hartwig 

and Misty Glisch.   

 The show must go on -- and 



it did, after an S-U-V 

slammed into a building 

where a jazz concert was 

taking place last night at 

the U-W's two-year campus 

in Wausau.  No one was 

hurt -- including the driver -- 

but part of the vehicle 

landed about two-feet 

inside the audio control 

room of the theater where 

250 people were watching 

the show, which never 

stopped.  Wausau fire 

officials said the crash 

damaged heat lines in the 

building, and maintenance 

crews quickly found and 

repaired the leak.  
 

  
Rhinelander boy dies over 
the weekend News 5/12/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A 15-month old 

Rhinelander boy died over 

the weekend.  A 911 came 

in to the Oneida County 

Sheriff’s department about 

1:30 reporting young Kaleb 

Kennedy missing.  His 

mother said she was outside 

with her two children and 

went in to change a load of 



laundry, coming out 

moments later to discover 

he was gone.  The Pelican 

River runs through the back 

yard of the home on River 

Bend Road.  Kaleb was 

found downstream by a 

deputy about a half hour 

later and taken to St. Mary’s 

Hospital where he was 

pronounced dead.   

Former Wisconsin Gov. 

Patrick Lucey, a hard-nosed 

Democratic politician who 

later became ambassador 

to Mexico, died Saturday 

after a brief illness.  Lucey 

was elected governor in 

1970 and won re-election in 

74, but left midway through 

his second term to serve as 

then-President Jimmy 

Carter's ambassador to 

Mexico. 

Schofield firefighters battled 

a car fire early this morning 

in the parking lot of the 

Perkins restaurant.  There’s 

no word on the cause or 



injuries.   

Oneida County has a new 

Chief Deputy in the 

department.  Lt. Dan Hess 

was appointed to the 

position by Sheriff Grady 

Hartman, succeeding the 

retiring John Sweeny.  Hess 

is a 21 year veteran on the 

force.  The sheriff also said 

his deputies will be visiting 

registered sex offenders in 

the county as part of a new 

verification program.  

Developed by Detective 

Sergeant Terri Hook, the 

visits will ensure continued 

compliance with  state and 

federal laws.  The system 

currently has sex offenders 

verify their addresses by 

mail.  There are between 85 

and 90 sex offenders living 

or working in Oneida 

county. 

 Merrill woman on trial  
 News 5/12/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 We could find out today 

whether a Merrill woman is 



guilty of causing a high-

speed drunk driving crash 

that killed two of her friends 

nearly two years ago. 

 Jurors heard closing 

arguments this morning in 

the trial of Ashley Baumann. 

 The 26-year-old Baumann 

faces seven criminal 

charges for allegedly 

driving her van at almost 

100-miles-an-hour before it 

rolled into a field, killing 

Misty Glisch and Jessica 

Hartwig.  The defense 

contends that Hartwig's 

sister was driving the vehicle 

-- and not Baumann. 

 Prosecutors have tried to 

show that Baumann was 

indeed the driver, pointing 

to cell-phone photos before 

the crash which showed her 

behind the wheel.   



 A man killed in a traffic 

crash near Plover that 

knocked out power to 24-

hundred residents has been 

identified as 37-year-old 

Gabriel Migut of Vesper. 

 Portage County sheriff's 

deputies were called to the 

crash site on Highway 54 

about 1:15 a-m yesterday. 

Forty six teams competed in 

the National Mock Trial 

Championship in Madison 

over the weekend, with 

Wisconsin represented by 

Rhinelander, who finished 

eighth overall.  Seattle 

Preparatory School took top 

honors followed by North 

Myrtle Beach high school 

from South Carolina.   

Area police and sheriff’s 

departments with on water 



enforcement details remind 

boaters to make sure all the 

safety equipment required 

is on board.  Lincoln County 

Rec Deputies made several 

stops over the weekend 

and those results prompted 

the reminder.  The most 

common citations are for 

not having enough flotation 

devices or not having or 

using navigation lights.  

They also remind people of 

the zero tolerance for 

drinking and boating.   

 

  
Rhinelander to not allow cell 
phone use while driving in 
the city 
 News 5/13/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Rhinelander will follow 

several other central 

Wisconsin communities and 

not allow drivers in the city 

to use cell phones.  The city 

council approved the 

measure last night.  Hands 

free devices can still be 

used.  The police 

department will allow a 



grace period for warnings 

once the new ordinance 

goes into effect, after that 

it’s a $75 fine.  The PD and 

public works department 

will be placing signs around 

the city alerting drivers to 

the new law. 

The city council also turned 

back a plan to allow a 

halfway house in a 

residential area of the west 

side.  Public reaction was 

strong since ATTIC 

Correctional Services was 

awarded a grant to locate 

a facility for people 

convicted of alcohol or 

drug related crimes as they 

reenter society.  The 

agency has been looking 

for a suitable location for 

over a year.  Residents 

objected because it’s near 

a park, other homes and a 

bus stop.   

More than two dozen 

witnesses and six days of 

testimony are over in the 



case of 26 year old Ashley 

Baumann.  The Merrill 

woman faces seven felony 

charges including homicide 

by intoxicated use of a 

vehicle in a crash nearly 

two years ago that killed 

two friends.  The jury got the 

case yesterday afternoon 

and will resume 

deliberations again this 

morning in Lincoln county 

court.   

Nicolet Area Technical 

College is searching for a 

new president, replacing 

Elizabeth Burmaster who’s 

heading to a similar position 

in Maryland.  In the interim, 

Kenneth Urban will fill in 

beginning July first.  He’s 

currently the vice president 

of teaching, learning and 

student success.   
 

  
Merrill woman found guilty 
on all counts News 5/13/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Guilty of all counts, the 

verdict this morning in the 

case of Ashley Baumann of 

Merrill.  The 26-year old 

woman was convicted on 



seven felony counts 

including two charges of 

homicide after a drunk 

driving accident nearly two 

years ago that killed Jessica 

Hartwig and Misty Glisch 

and injured another 

woman.  She could see a 

prison term of nearly 130 

years.  The jury got the case 

late yesterday afternoon 

after six days of testimony in 

Lincoln County Court.   

Wisconsin's attorney 

general has appealed a 

federal court ruling which 

struck down the 

requirement that voters 

show photo I-D's at the 

polls.  J-B Van Hollen filed 

his appeal yesterday with 

the Seventh Circuit 

appellate court in Chicago. 

 Federal Judge Lynn 

Adelman ruled last month 

that the voter I-D law 

passed by Republicans in 

2011 placed an unfair 

burden on poor and 



minority voters, and was 

therefore unconstitutional. 

 Van Hollen has also asked 

Adelman to delay the 

effect of his ruling while the 

appellate court considers 

the matter.  A second and 

similar case is expected to 

get a ruling from the State 

Supreme Court this summer.   

The Boom Lake Log Jam is a 

new summer event 

sponsored by the 

Rhinelander chamber of 

commerce this June and 

it’s getting an inaugural 

boost with a state grant.  

Tourism Secretary Stephanie 

Klett will present a $10,000 

check at the chamber 

office next week.  The 

event, June 20-22nd  is set to 

celebrate Rhinelander’s 

rich logging history with 

lumberjack shows, 

competitions, kids activities, 

live music and much more.  

The grant will help promote 

the event to markets 



outside the Rhinelander 

area. 
 

  
Four people charged in 
beating case in court News 5/14/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The four people accused 

of beating and torturing a 

man and left him in the 

woods to die back in March 

were in Forest County court 

yesterday and all plead not 

guilty.  Raymond and April 

Jones and Justin Bey, all of 

Wabeno and Samantha 

McClellen of Antigo are 

charged with first degree 

intentional homicide and 

kidnapping among others.  

Two juveniles are also 

involved.  The victim 

allegedly touched a child 

inappropriately, prompting 

the attack.  Trial dates were 

not available.   

A 47-year old Wausau 

woman will spend eight 

years in prison, convicted of 

stealing nearly $200,000 

from an elderly woman in 

her care.  Laurie Goetsch 

pleaded no contest to the 

six felony charges of theft in 



a business setting last 

February.  She was 

sentenced yesterday in 

Marathon County Court. 

Motorists in the Lakeland 

area can expect delays as 

work on Highway 51 

continues.  Underground 

pipe work is in progress on 

the stretch from Hwy 70 

west to county J in 

Woodruff while utility crews 

continue relocating gas, 

electric and phone lines.  

The next public meeting on 

the project is next Thursday 

at the Minocqua town hall.  

A bit further north, a 15 mile 

stretch of 51 is being 

repaved between 

highways M and H in 

Manitowish Waters.  Some 

overdue maintenance on 

the Spider Lake bridge is 

also in progress. 

The state Government 

Accountability Board is 

asking state lawmakers to 

approve permanent rules 



for election observers at 

Wisconsin polling places.  

The rules cover a wide 

variety of behaviors for poll 

watchers, including how far 

from registration tables 

observers must stand and 

what’s considered 

disruptive behavior at a 

polling place.  

 

  
Convicted murderer to spend 
more time in prison for 
attempted escape News 5/14/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A convicted murderer will 

spend another two years in 

prison, for escaping from a 

minimum security lockup during 

a work detail last fall.  55-year-

old Todd Brecht was close to 

having a parole hearing when 

he left a job at the Saint 

Germain Golf Course last 

October first.  Prosecutors said 

friends helped him get to Duluth-

Superior and board buses to 

Orlando Florida, where he was 

captured three days later. 

 Brecht also got an additional 

two years of extended 

supervision, after he had 

pleaded guilty to an Oneida 

County escape charge.   His 

public defender said Brecht had 

a good prison record, and it led 



him to be considered for a work 

term at the McNaughton prison. 

 The state corrections 

department will now decide 

how-and-where Brecht will 

complete his prison time.   

 State transportation officials are 

renewing aerial patrols.   Sixty-

four aerial enforcement missions 

were made a year ago, in which 

an officer radioed troopers on 

the ground who stopped some 

two-thousand vehicles.  About 

13-hundred speeding tickets 

were issued that way.  Officials 

say the best way to avoid 

getting spotted is to slow down. 

An official of the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation is being promoted. 

 Tricia Braun is the new vice 

president for economic and 

community development in the 

state's job creation agency. 

 She'll lead the W-E-D-C's efforts 

to work with businesses and 

communities in expanding their 

job bases.   

Nobody won the Mega Millions 

jackpot last night, so it goes up 

to 136-million dollars for the next 

drawing on Friday.  The 

Powerball jackpot would also 

rise above 100-million dollars if 



nobody wins it tonight.  It's 

currently at 90-m 

  
Rhinelander remembers 
fallen officer News 5/15/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Rhinelander remembers 

some of its own, first with a 

ceremony yesterday 

downtown remembering 

city policeman Steve 

Martin, who died almost ten 

years ago, serving in Iraq.  A 

memorial plaque at the 

department will forever 

honor him for his service to 

the community and his 

country.  On Saturday, the 

city will host another 

ceremony, this one 

changing the name of 

Military Road in Rhinelander 

to Adams Way, in honor of 

Sgt Ryan Adams, a member 

of Wisconsin’s Army 

National Guard, who was 

killed in Afghanistan in 2006.  

The 7th Circuit Court of 

Appeals yesterday ruled 

key aspects of Wisconsin's 

campaign finance laws 

unconstitutional, including a 

ban on direct spending by 

corporations.  The court 



says the state can't ban 

political spending by 

corporations or cap how 

much they raise for 

affiliated political action 

committees. It also struck 

down some rules on so-

called issue advocacy. 

Groups have been required 

to report their donors and 

follow numerous other rules 

if they support or oppose a 

specific candidate. The 

appeals court says those 

rules apply only if the ads 

use phrases such as "vote 

for," "elect" or "vote 

against."  It says merely 

mentioning a candidate is 

not enough. 

Paul and Alvin Sowinski of 

Sugar Camp were in 

Federal court in Madison 

yesterday and pled guilty to 

killing dozens of animals on 

their farm north of 

Rhinelander.  The father 

and son already agreed to 

pay $100,000 in restitution 



and still face the possibility 

of additional fines and 

prison time.  Investigators 

say more than 70 animals 

including two bald eagles 

were poisoned on their 

property since 2007.  They’ll 

be sentenced in August. 
 

  
Investigators still don’t  know 
why a person fired shots in 
the house News 5/15/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Investigators still don’t know 

why 21-year old Kyle 

Schaefer shot his aunt and 

uncle 12 days ago, but he’s 

pleaded innocent to 

attempted homicide and 

reckless endangerment 

charges in Marathon 

County Court.  The Wausau 

man also waived his right to 

a preliminary hearing 

yesterday.  Patrick and 

Sandra Schmitt were shot in 

their home near Wausau 

and have been released 

from the hospital.  Witnesses 

told officers Schaefer was 

distraught over losing his job 

and the recent death of a 

grandmother, but it's not 

known whether those 



events prompted the 

shootings. 

Lac du Flambeau tribal 

members will be briefed on 

the Lakeland ATV Clubs 

plans seeking approval to 

use tribal land for ATV and 

UTV trails and routes within 

the exterior boundaries of 

the reservation.  The May 

29th meeting is in advance 

of a June 5th referendum by 

the tribe whether or not to 

approve use of a trail by 

non-tribal members.  The 

proposed trail would run 

about 23 miles from the 

southwest corner of the 

reservation, east to the 

Woodruff/Arbor Vitae area.  

Wisconsin-based Kohl’s 

Department stores reports a 

15-percent drop in its profits 

for the three months ending 

May third.  Overall sales fell 

by 3.1 percent.  Kohl’s has 

about 11-hundred-60 stores 

across the country including 

one in Rhinelander.    



Another massive recall for 

General Motors as over two 

and a half million vehicles 

are in need of repairs for a 

number of problems 

including a wiring flaw 

that’s prompted hundreds 

of complains and at least 

13 accidents since 2008.  

Affected vehicles include 

the 2004-2012 Chevy 

Malibu, 2004-2006 Malibu 

Maxx, 2005-2010 Pontiac G6 

and 2007-2007 Saturn Auras.   
 

 
Private sector jobs added in 
the state News 5/16/14 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

Figures submitted by the 

state to the U.S. Bureau of 

Labor Statistics show 

Wisconsin added just over 

28,000 private sector jobs in 

2013.  It’s the lowest rate of 

growth since Governor 

Scott Walker took office, 

bringing the total number of 

job created during his first 

three years to just under 

92,000. That’s less than half 

of the 250,000 jobs Walker 

promised to help create 

while running for governor 

http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dwd/news.htm
http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dwd/news.htm


in 2010.  The estimates are 

based on records from 96 

percent of Wisconsin 

businesses.  

An attempted break in at a 

Wausau grocery early this 

morning has one person in 

custody and police after a 

second suspect.  The two 

were reported trying to get 

into Kohlman’s IGA through 

the roof.  One man was 

arrested after crashing his 

car following a brief chase 

while the other took off on 

foot.   

It appears a plea deal may 

end the case against 

Jessica Strom.  The 33-year 

old Merrill woman is 

charged with conspiracy to 

commit first degree 

intentional homicide when 

she offered cash and sex to 

a man to kill her fiancé 

back in February.  She’s in 

Marathon County Court 

today at 2:30 to enter a 



plea. 

Mark Mangerson of 

Rhinelander is looking to 

wind down his legal career.  

The former Oneida County 

Circuit judge and currently 

a judge with the state court 

of appeals will retire this 

summer.  Governor Walker 

will appoint someone to fill 

out the remainder of the 

term that goes to 2016.  The 

65-year old Mangerson 

hasn’t ruled out some part 

time work in the future.  

 

 
Wausau robbery suspects in 
custody News 5/16/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Both suspects in an 

attempted robbery in 

Wausau are in custody.  

Police were notified of a 

break in at Kohlman’s IGA 

with two men on the roof, 

who took off when officers 

arrived around 2:30 this 

morning.  The first suspect, 

an 18 year old, was 

grabbed after he wrecked 

his car after a brief chase.  

The second, a 17 year old, 



ran off only to be picked up 

about an hour later.   

Two men are scheduled to 

be sentenced this 

afternoon, for supplying the 

heroin that killed a 

Marshfield woman. 

 Prosecutors have 

recommended a five-year 

prison sentence for 25-year-

old Trenton Blume, who's in 

the state prison at Waupun 

on other convictions.  The 

state also proposed a four-

year term for 23-year-old 

Justin Drinka of Marshfield -- 

although Wood County 

Circuit Judge Greg Potter 

can impose something else 

if he chooses.  Blume and 

Drinka have both pleaded 

no contest to first-degree 

reckless homicide in the 

death of 20-year-old Kayla 

Vanderwyst.  She died in 

August of 2012, a day after 

she went to Wausau with 

the two defendants to get 

the drug.  An autopsy 



showed that Vanderwyst 

died from overdoses of 

heroin and morphine. 

If you think the cold winter 

reduced your chances of 

getting Lyme disease, think 

again.  U-W Madison 

entomology professor Susan 

Paskewitz said she's heard 

from many people who 

hoped the extreme cold 

might have killed off a lot of 

disease-carrying ticks.  But it 

didn't happen.  Paskewitz 

said the ticks have 

probably adapted to 

colder winters, staying 

warm and cozy even in 

harsh conditions and the 

insects are more likely to 

carry Lyme disease than in 

the past.    
 

 
Lincoln Co. investigators are 
asking for help with a 
burglary News 5/19/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Lincoln County investigators 

are asking for help solving a 

burglary.  A seasonal 

resident reported the family 

cabin on Tower Road near 

Camp 26 Road was broken 

into.  Deputies report 



thieves broke a lock off a 

tool shed and took out a 

window on the cabin to get 

in.  The sheriff’s department 

asks if you have any 

information, to give them a 

confidential call. 

Woodruff’s Howard Young 

Medical Center unveiled its 

new helicopter and 

ambulance facility to the 

public yesterday.  The 

heliport and garage was 

originally delayed for 

months as hospital 

administrators and area 

residents went back and 

forth about the location.  

Serving the community won 

out as the half million dollar 

facility will serve a much 

broader area being based 

at the hospital rather than 

the airport in Rhinelander.   

More Wisconsinites will be 

traveling over the Memorial 

Day extended weekend.  

AAA Travel projects 36.1 

million Americans will 



journey 50 miles or more 

from home during the 

holiday weekend, that’s a 

1.5 percent increase from 

last year. A little over 

700,000 of those travelers 

will be Wisconsin residents, 

that’s a 1.1 percent 

 increase over the number 

of Wisconsinites who 

traveled last year.  Avoiding 

unforeseen developments, 

holiday gas prices are 

expected to be relatively 

similar or even slightly less 

than last year’s average of 

$3.63 per gallon. 

Wisconsin's two biggest 

lotto games both have 

jackpots of 100-million-plus 

going into the new week. 

 The top prize in Mega 

Millions is 149-million-dollars 

for tomorrow night.  The 

Powerball jackpot is at 114-

million for Wednesday 

night.   

 
 



 
Wausau police looking into a 
bomb threat at a local 
building  News 5/19/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Wausau police are looking 

into a bomb threat 

yesterday.  Workers at 

Eastbay were evacuated 

shortly after 5:30 when a 

caller said there was a 

bomb in the bathroom.  

About 60 employees left 

the building for about an 

hour while authorities 

searched but found 

nothing.  That investigation 

continues. 

Wisconsin lawmakers are 

being asked again for 

emergency funding to fix 

the larger number of 

potholes created during the 

rough winter.  The Urban 

Alliance, a coalition of 

Wisconsin mayors, stressed 

many communities are 

struggling to keep up with 

needed.  The group's 

members estimate it will 

cost an extra 12-million 

dollars to fix roads, water 

mains, and other infra-

structure damaged by the 



extreme cold and deep 

frost.  Last week, Governor 

Scott Walker said local 

communities were already 

given more state funds that 

should be used for fixing 

potholes. 

Zoey Brooks of Waupaca is 

Wisconsin’s 67th Alice in 

Dairyland.  She was among 

six finalists who competed 

for the Alice job at the finals 

in Clark County.  Brooks is 

part of the sixth generation 

of her family's dairy and 

grain farm in Waupaca 

County.  For the next year, 

Brooks will travel about 40-

thousand miles for 

interviews, speaking 

engagements, and 

numerous public 

appearances to promote 

the state's 59-billion-dollar 

agriculture industry. 

Law enforcement across 

the state will be on the 

lookout for unbelted drivers 

during the, “Click it or 



Ticket” campaign running 

through June first.  The DOT 

reports nearly one in five 

drivers don’t use their 

seatbelts more than half the 

drivers killed in accidents 

last year didn’t use them.  

Officers will be ramping up 

efforts to spot unbuckled 

drivers and if you’re 

stopped.  You’ll get a 

ticket.   

 

 
Multiple charges filed against 
a Woodruff man News 5/20/14 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

Multiple charges have 

been filed against a 

Woodruff man after an 

alleged road rage incident 

last week.  34 year old 

Michael Schettino 

reportedly pointed a gun at 

another driver on Hwy 51 

Friday morning.  That driver 

pulled into the parking lot of 

MHLT grade school and 

Schettino followed.  He’s 

charged with pointing the 

weapon at a person, 

carrying a concealed 

weapon, disorderly 



conduct and possession of 

a firearm on school 

grounds, which is a felony.  

He’s free ona $1500 bond 

and back in court June 18th. 

There’s been plenty of 

debate in Minocqua over a 

proposed shelter and the 

cutting of nearly a dozen 

trees in Torpy Park, 

downtown.  The town 

board is entertaining a 

scaled-down version of the 

plan and will rekindle the 

discussion a week from 

tonight.  The original 

$100,000 project, half 

funded by the Lion’s Club, 

came under scrutiny 

because of the trees.  

Recommendations to have 

them examined by an 

expert were made by the 

planning commission 

independent of the shelter 

project.   

A similar situation in Wausau 

have people upset as a 

130-year old oak tree was 



cut down at Pleasant View 

Park.  Officials said it was to 

make the sledding hill safer.  

The tree was in the middle 

of the run and there was 

growing concern someone 

would be seriously hurt and 

sue the city.   

The Oneida County 

ATV/UTV trail system opens 

this week.  The Enterprise 

Campground, south of 

Rhinelander opens at the 

same time, Thursday 

afternoon at 5:00.  Officials 

say conditions are unusually 

wet and rough in spots and 

urge riders to stay on the 

marked trails.   
 

Wisconsin starting to dry out 
after a wet night 
 News 5/20/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Things are starting to dry out 

in Wisconsin today, after a 

soggy night in the state's 

mid-section.  A mid-morning 

check of rain totals still 

shows Cedar Falls in Dunn 

County getting the most 

last night -- three-and-a-

quarter inches.   Winchester 

in Vilas County reported 



one-point-two inches. 

 Power outages didn’t seem 

to be a problem today 

except in Rhinelander, 

where about 75 Wisconsin 

Public Service customers 

were out around 7:30. 

A former D-N-R 

conservation warden is due 

in court June 11th on eight 

felony charges.  Sauk 

County prosecutors 

charged 45-year-old David 

Horzewski of Reedsburg 

with six counts of theft, and 

two charges of misconduct 

in public office but the 

exact nature of the 

allegations are unknown.   

The alleged crimes date 

back to 2003.  The D-N-R 

said it appears to be the 

first time since the 

conservation service was 

created in 1879 that a state 

warden has faced felony 

charges.  

Wisconsin hunters might 

shoot fewer grey wolves this 



fall.  At a meeting in 

Wausau yesterday, the 

state's Wolf Advisory 

Committee recommended 

a net harvest of 156 wolves 

-- down from 251 last year. 

 D-N-R carnivore specialist 

Dave MacFarland said the 

proposed harvest is 

designed to reduce the 

state's overall wolf 

population, but not by as 

much as this past year.  The 

proposed quota is only 

advisory as the Natural 

Resources Board will have 

the last say.   

The week before Memorial 

Day is now "Emerald Ash 

Borer Awareness Week" in 

Wisconsin.  As campers get 

ready for their holiday trips, 

they're reminded t the tree-

killing beetle travels most 

extensively in firewood. 

 State campgrounds only 

allow firewood purchased 

no more than ten miles 

away.   
 



 
Wausau police investigating 
suspicious vehicle News 5/21/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

It could be something and 

then again it could be 

nothing but the Woodruff 

Police Department wants to 

make sure.  That’s why 

they’re looking for a man, 

driving a black, four door 

car who pulled up to a 

home Sunday afternoon 

and asked a young boy 

playing there if he’d like to 

go fishing with him.  The 

child ran to the house to tell 

his parents as the vehicle 

sped off.  Officials are 

treating this as an 

attempted kidnapping and 

are looking for an older 

white man with white hair.  

They’re asking him, or 

anyone with information to 

come forward.   

A solemn billboard greets 

motorists entering Lac du 

Flambeau.  A photo and 

phone number for 

information about the 

death of Susan Poupart, 

murdered more than 20 



years ago.  The 29-year old 

was last seen May 20th of 

1990 leaving a party on the 

reservation.  Her body was 

found in the woods of Price 

County five months later.  

While investigators say 

they’ve had persons of 

interest, no solid leads are 

there in this cold case.  

They’re hoping to change 

that and renew their plea 

for help by contacting the 

Vilas Country Sheriff’s 

department if you have 

information.   

Varsity football won’t be 

played in Phillips this fall.  

The school board made the 

decision Monday night 

because of the number of 

underclassmen that 

would’ve made up the 

team.  Administrators say 

it’s a safety issue.  Officials 

say some games will be 

played against smaller 

schools with similar 

inexperience.  They also 



expect the program to 

resume in 2015.  Phillips 

plays in the Marawood 

Conference, made up of 14 

schools stretching from 

Wisconsin Rapids to Park 

Falls. 

 

 
Wisconsin people arrested in 
scam  News 5/21/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin is among the 

places where 16 arrests 

were made, for allegedly 

using stolen data to get 

money and merchandise 

that were shipped to 

Nigeria and South Africa. 

 Charges were unsealed 

yesterday in federal court in 

Gulfport Mississippi.  Neither 

the local U-S attorney's 

office nor southern 

Mississippi online media 

identified the Wisconsin 

persons arrested. 

 According to the charges, 

a New York defendant and 

17 others were part of the 

Yahoo Boys gang from West 

Africa.  They allegedly 

bought people's bank 



account information from 

computer hackers -- then 

stole money and sent cash 

and goods to Africa. 

 Media reports said the U-S 

Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement agency was 

investigating the schemes 

since the fall of 2011 after 

an identity theft victim in 

Mississippi called to 

complain. 

We're learning more about 

what appears to be the first 

felony charges against a D-

N-R warden in the 135-year 

history of the state's 

conservation enforcement. 

 Ex-warden David Horzewski 

of Reedsburg was charged 

Monday in Sauk County 

with eight felony counts -- 

six of theft, and two of 

misconduct in public office. 

 In a newly-released 

criminal complaint, a 

special prosecutor said the 

45-year-old Horzewski 

confronted hunters about 



game-law violations, seized 

their weapons, and never 

returned them or put them 

in evidence.  The complaint 

said Horzewski kept guns in 

his basement, where his 

children could grab them.  

 The D-N-R said he was fired 

last July after 19 years as a 

warden in Sauk County. 

 The agency says he's 

challenging his dismissal. 

A ticket sold in Pennsylvania 

won the 149-million-dollar 

Mega Millions' jackpot last 

night.  Powerball still has a 

big jackpot up for grabs 

tonight, 114-million dollars. 
 

Wausau man could face 
drug charges 
 News 5/22/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Wausau man could serve 

prison time for hiding a bag 

of methamphetamines in 

the Oneida County 

courtroom.  30-year old 

Kurtis Cline was originally 

facing three theft charges 

when he stuck the drugs 

under his chair while in 

court back in April.  He was 

found guilty of those 



charges Monday.  He could 

see more than seven years 

in prison when he’s 

sentenced on the meth 

charge in July.   

Another northern Wisconsin 

drug bust, this one in Vilas 

County early Tuesday in 

Eagle River where the 

sheriff’s department 

executed a search warrant 

at a home on Highway 70 

east.  They ended up 

arresting nine people, 

mostly teenagers.   The 

Wisconsin Department of 

Justice, Oneida County 

Sheriff’s Office and Lac du 

Flambeau Tribal Police 

assisted in the ongoing 

investigation concerning 

the use and distribution of 

illicit drugs.  Investigators say 

they were arrested for drug 

related offenses, probation 

violations and outstanding 

arrest warrants. 

A new poll finds the race 

between Republican Gov. 



Scott Walker and 

Democratic challenger 

Mary Burke a statistical 

dead heat.  The Marquette 

University law school 

released its poll yesterday 

showing. It  46 percent of 

registered voters would 

vote for Walker and an 

equal percent support 

Burke. The margin of error is 

plus or minus 3.5 

percentage points.  Among 

likely voters, Walker leads 48 

to 45 percent, which is still 

within the margin of error.  

A poll eight weeks ago 

found Walker leading Burke, 

48 to 41 percent.  It's the 

second poll since he two 

campaigns started 

advertising in the governor's 

race.  Walker is running for 

re-election in November. 

Burke is a former executive 

with Trek Bicycle Corp.  
 

 
Wisconsin governor Walker 
in the news News 5/22/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Two of every three 

Wisconsin voters say 

Governor Scott Walker 



should give up his White 

House aspirations.  Only 27-

percent of 805 registered 

voters in a new Marquette 

Law School poll want the 

Republican Walker to run 

for president. Republicans 

in the poll are split 50-50 on 

the question.  House Budget 

Chairman Paul Ryan of 

Janesville got a little more 

support for a possible White 

House bid -- but still, a 

majority doesn't favor it. 

 Fifty-one percent in the 

Marquette poll said Ryan 

should not head the G-O-P 

ticket in 2016. 

At least one boy stepped 

up the dare, after Midwest 

authorities repeatedly 

warned against jumping 

into cold waters in a social 

media charity stunt.  The 

"Cold Water Challenge" 

dares people, mostly teens, 

to post videos of themselves 

jumping into cold waters.  If 

they don't post within four 



days, they're told to donate 

100-dollars to a charity.  In 

one of the latest reported 

incidents, police said a 

Marshfield teenager lit his 

clothes on fire before 

jumping into a pond near a 

rural road. A 16-year-old 

from Minnesota died in 

another stunt while another 

in Fond du Lac hit razor 

sharp zebra mussels on her 

dive and was injured so 

badly her high school sports 

are done for the year.    

After a long winter, all 

recreation trails have re-

opened in the 

Chequamegon (Nicolet 

National Forest -- just in time 

for the holiday weekend. 

 Trails for horses, bicycles, 

and A-T-V's were closed for 

a while to prevent ruts and 

erosion due to saturated 

soils.  The U-S Forest Service 

Web site has a map of the 

open trails and roads in 

Wisconsin's only national 



forest. 
 

 
A dozen people arrested in a 
month long investigation News 5/23/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A dozen people were 

arrested this week as the 

Langlade county sheriff’s 

department and Antigo 

police wrapped up a nearly 

month long investigation.  

Among the charges, 

possession and delivery of 

drugs included meth and 

pot, bail jumping, parole 

violations, delivery of 

controlled substances near 

a school and park, 

operating a drug house 

and obstructing an officer.  

Officials discovered various 

drugs and prescriptions at 

an Antigo home along with 

an AR-15 rifle and several 

vehicles.   

An Oneida County drug 

case took a turn for the 

worse for 46-year old Carrie 

Steinmetz of Rhinelander, 

originally charged with 

possession and selling 

methamphetamines.  In 

court yesterday she’s now 



up on charges of trafficking 

a child, enticement, 

soliciting and sexual 

contact with a child.  Two 

other men are charged in 

the case.  She’ll be back in 

court next month. 

Even though there are 

three weeks of school left in 

the Rhinelander district, 

thoughts of summer 

vacation kick into high gear 

this weekend.  Memorial 

Day is the unofficial kickoff 

to the summer season and 

North has been waiting for 

it.  Business owners have 

had great weather the last 

few days to prepare and 

the promise of it continuing 

has both visitors and 

residents ready to get 

outside.  Area chambers of 

commerce are expecting 

above average travel.  

Officials also remind people 

why we celebrate this 

weekend and never to 

forget those who serve. 



Traveling through 

Minocqua will be slowed a 

bit with Hwy 51 down to 

one lane in both directions 

just north of downtown.  The 

biggest bottleneck is the 

intersection with Hwy J 

where the stop lights have 

extended time for left turns.     
 

 
Memorial Day weekend 
kicks off News 5/23/14 12p,5p 1:30 

The Military Support Group 

and AT&T are together to 

support the collection of 

unwanted cellphones 

beginning this Memorial 

Day weekend.  Now 

through the end of June 

Rhinelander area residents 

are asked to donate their 

old cell phones for 

recycling as a way to raise 

funds and send free phone 

cards to deployed military 

around the globe.  There 

are six locations in the city 

including Trig’s, the 

Chamber office, VFW, 

Walmart and the Veteran’s 

Center.   

Speaking of cellphones, the 



city of rhinelander recently 

banned using them while 

driving and set up a $75 

fine.  Now officials say that’s 

too much because with 

court costs it adds up to 

over $200.  The city council 

will entertain a proposal to 

drop the forfeiture to $10, 

bringing the overall amount 

to around $150.   
Lots of people have 

already started their 

Memorial Day weekends -- 

much to the surprise of 

state troopers who dealt 

with a major traffic backup 

near Wausau yesterday. 

 Construction crews were 

placing an anti-slip coating 

on the Interstate-39 

Wisconsin River bridge near 

the Rothschild exit.  And 

with traffic down to one 

lane on the freeway, boats 

and campers heading to 

the Northwoods were 

among the vehicles 

stopped dead in their 



tracks.  State trooper Travis 

Wanless said the 

congestion got so 

dangerous, northbound 

access was closed for a 

time near Rothschild's 

Cedar Creek mall area. 

 After a long winter, Wanless 

figured lots of people were 

anxious to start their long 

holiday weekends early. 

 The D-O-T says most activity 

in work zones ended at 

noon today -- standard 

procedure for holiday 

weekends -- and the work 

will resume early Tuesday. 
 

 
Wood Co. girl assaulted News 5/27/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A 17-year old Wood County 

girl was assaulted and 

another man significantly 

injured Sunday night in the 

Town of Saratoga.  The 

sheriff’s department reports 

several people in a silver 

minivan pulled up to a 

home shortly after 7:00 and 

beat on a vehicle with bats 

and other objects.  They 

then assaulted the girl and 



the homeowner.  Three 

people were arrested with 

pending charges of 

physical abuse to a child, 

substantial battery, burglary 

and criminal damage to 

property. 

A challenge to a Wisconsin 

abortion law is in Federal 

Court today.  The law 

passed by the Legislature 

and signed by Governor 

Walker last summer requires 

doctors performing 

abortions in Wisconsin to 

have admitting privileges at 

a nearby hospital.  

Supporters of the law argue 

it’s intended to protect the 

safety of women, but 

opponents say it’s just 

another attempt to further 

restrict access to abortion 

by making it harder for 

clinics to stay open.  

As spring cleaning gets 

going, many Wisconsinites 

will be looking to get rid of 

old electronics that might 



be sitting around. The DNR 

reminds you it’s against the 

law to put those items in the 

trash.  State law requires 

electronics to be properly 

recycled, usually by being 

dropped off at one of 

numerous collection 

locations around the state. 

Many smaller items, like old 

cell phones, cameras, and 

batteries, can be dropped 

off at many major retail 

stores. Larger items, such as 

older model television sets 

and computer monitors, 

may require the owner to 

pay a fee to properly 

dispose of. You can find a 

list of drop-off locations by 

searching for “e-cycle” on 

the DNR’s website. 

 

 
Stevens Point death mystery News 5/27/14 12p,5p 1:30 

It's been almost 30 years 

since U-W Stevens Point 

student Janet Raasch was 

found dead.  Now, 

investigators hope an 

anonymous letter they 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ecycle/


received a year ago can 

provide some new leads. 

 The letter was sent to 

authorities about a month 

after the Stevens Point 

Journal wrote about the 

case.  At first, Portage 

County sheriff's officials 

were reluctant to say 

anything about the letter -- 

but now, they're using it to 

try and generate new 

leads.  Officials said the 20-

year-old Raasch went 

missing in the fall of 1984, 

after some friends dropped 

her off south of Stevens 

Point.  She was planning to 

head north to her family's 

home at Merrill.  Hunters 

found her body a month 

later about two miles from 

where she was dropped off. 

 After some tips, the state 

exhumed the body in 2002 

in the hopes that modern-

day technology could help 

solve the case.  It didn't. 

Authorities have identified 



at least two people killed in 

separate traffic crashes 

during the Memorial Day 

Weekend.  Marathon 

County authorities said 81-

year-old Herman Krueger 

died after a two-vehicle 

crash late Saturday 

afternoon north of Hatley. 

 The other fatality was in far 

western Wisconsin. 

The Bayfield area's big-top 

musical attraction will open 

the summer season with a 

brand new tent made of 

old-style canvas that's hard 

to get these days.  Big Top 

Chautauqua (shuh-tah'-

kwah) could have used the 

more modern-day vinyl 

material -- but operations 

manager Phil Anich says 

vinyl is poor for acoustics. 

 He says canvas absorbs 

music in a much more 

pleasant-sounding way. 

 The attraction needed a 

new tent after last summer's 

windstorms ripped holes in 



the old one.  
 

 
Off Road park in Argonne 
debates News 5/28/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

While the project hasn’t 

really moved forward, the 

group planning an off road 

park near Argonne had the 

ear of the Forest County 

Board last night.  Wisconsin 

Off-Road Vehicle Park, 

Incorporated detailed a 13-

million dollar plan that 

would encompass some 

10,000 acres developed for 

camping, hiking, hunting, 

fishing and other 

recreational use.   Officials 

with the organization said 

their conservative 

projections show over $15-

million in revenue over the 

first 20 years.  There was 

some discussion about 

taking the plan to 

referendum.  The group is 

looking to the county to 

buy an initial 2000 acres 

and use existing logging 

roads as trails for the park.   

An autopsy is scheduled 

today on the body of a 



man found yesterday 

morning near Lake Wausau.  

Police haven’t released the 

name yet but say the death 

is not suspicious.  A friend 

reported the 33-year old 

missing Monday saying he 

was very intoxicated and 

had substance abuse 

issues.   

Wausau’s City Council 

stepped in to help save the 

struggling Wausau Center 

Mall downtown.  Saying it’s 

a good decision for the city, 

the council unanimously 

backed a five year plan 

worth more than $750,000 

by giving mall owners, 

Tennessee-based CBL & 

Associates, a break on the 

rent in exchange for some 

long term commitments.  

Council members liken the 

deal to a redevelopment 

and revitalization effort for 

the downtown.   

The sudden jump to 

summer weather really 



helped bring visitors North 

over the Memorial Day 

weekend.  Area Chambers 

are all reporting significant 

traffic and business 

increases and on top of 

that the fishing is good.  

Temperatures in the 80s are 

forecast for the rest of this 

week.   
 

 
Northwest Wis. Couple wins 
a lottery prize in Louisiana News 5/28/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Get ready for the crowds -- 

crowd-funding, that is. 

 Wisconsin businesses can 

still stock up online 

beginning  Sunday at the 

start of June.  The governor 

and Legislature paved the 

way last year for 

companies to use sites like 

Kick-starter to seek capital 

from investors.  They said it's 

an easy way to help small 

businesses, by giving them 

access to a wide group of 

potential investors.  Most of 

those investors will be 

limited to ten-thousand 

dollars in a single crowd-

fund offering.  Businesses 



can raise up to a million-

dollars from Wisconsin 

investors -- and two-million if 

the company has a recent 

audit that's shared with 

investors and state 

securities' regulators. 

The Clear Lake school 

district brought in extra 

counselors yesterday to 

help people grieve after 

their own counselor died in 

a lawn-mowing accident. 

 Clear Lake junior-senior 

high school counselor 

Adam Moen was killed 

Saturday in Prairie Farm. 

 Barron County authorities 

said the 34-year-old Moen 

lost control of his riding 

mower on the top of a hill, 

and it landed on top of him. 

 His five-year-old son was 

also on the mower, and he 

was treated at a hospital 

and later released.  Moen 

spent six years at Clear Lake 

as a counselor and 

baseball coach. 



A northwest Wisconsin 

couple won a million dollars 

playing Powerball in 

Louisiana.  57-year-old 

Donald Marek and his wife 

JoAnn are from Frederic in 

Polk County.  They were 

baby-sitting their 

grandchildren near New 

Orleans last week, when 

they bought a Quick Pick 

Powerball ticket that 

matched all five regular 

numbers but not the 

Powerball last week.  They’ll 

end up with 700-thousand 

dollars after taxes. 
 

 
State Natural Resources 
board met yesterday News 5/29/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two big changes came 

from yesterday’s meeting of 

the State Natural Resources 

Board.  First, most counties 

north of Hwy 29 will be a 

bucks-only deer hunting 

zone.  Officials blame the 

last two tough winters and 

the negative impact on the 

herd.  Secondly, beginning 

next year, single line trolling 

will be allowed statewide.  



Currently there are 17 

counties not open to 

trolling,  including Oneida 

and Vilas.  Muskie anglers 

have been divided on the 

issue for years.  The board 

did add a three year sunset 

clause to revert to current 

regulations pending a 

review. 

There’s a movement in 

Crandon to recall the 

mayor.  Rob Jaeger is in his 

second term while petitions 

are being circulated to 

have him recalled.  

Opponents allege a 

number of improprieties, 

mostly wanting to run the 

Forest County community 

by himself.  Jaeger was not 

available for comment. 

State officials warn about a 

new email scam 

supposedly from a 

government agency.  

Recipients of the email are 

informed they owe a 

Wisconsin tax and could 



face additional penalties if 

they do not respond 

immediately.  These emails 

falsely claim to be from the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Revenue.  Consumer 

Protection officials urge 

people to stop and not to 

open any attachments 

because viruses and 

spyware have been 

associated with them and 

can damage computers.   

The emails ask you to open 

the attachments because 

you have fines for your 

income tax and will be 

sued if you don’t.  The 

Revenue Department does 

not initiate taxpayer 

communications through 

email and officials suggest 

you delete questionable 

emails and report scams to 

the Consumer Protection 

office. 

 

Common Core education 
standards being attacked 
 News 5/29/14 12p,5p 1:30 

The Common Core 

education standards are 



being attacked from a 

different front -- this time 

from Catholic school 

parents.  Petitions with a-

thousand signatures were 

submitted yesterday to the 

Milwaukee Archdiocese. 

 They demand that schools 

in the ten-county 

archdiocese drop the 

Common Core math and 

English standards that the 

religious schools began to 

adopt last fall.  A group 

called the "Milwaukee 

Catholic Parents Against 

Common Core" say the 

standards threaten the 

values and independence 

of Catholic schools. 

 Kenosha parent Heather 

Schweitzer said a Catholic 

school's top priority is to "get 

children into Heaven, not 

Harvard."  Wisconsin public 

schools adopted the 

Common Core standards 

three years ago -- much to 

the chagrin of tea party 



conservatives who fear it 

will result in a single national 

educational system. 

The Medical College of 

Wisconsin has taken 

another step toward 

opening its new doctor 

training facility in Wausau. 

 Lisa Grill Dodson was 

named yesterday as the 

first dean of the new school, 

which will open in the fall of 

2016.  She's been the head 

of the Oregon Area Health 

Education Center for the 

last eight years.  The 

Medical College plans to 

partner with area medical 

centers to help train M-D's. 

 For those who attend 

medical schools and 

residencies in the same 

area, Dodson says there's a 

70-percent chance they'll 

stay there -- as opposed a 

50-percent chance for 

either one alone. 

Nobody won the Powerball 

jackpot last night, so it goes 



up to 173-million dollars for 

Saturday.    In Mega 

Millions, the top prize is 26-

million for tomorrow night. 
 

 
Rhinelander to sell off old 
school building  News 5/30/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Rhinelander School 

District is expected to 

announce a potential 

buyer for the South Park 

School building.  The 

building has been vacant 

for two years, last used for 

the Northwoods 

Community Secondary 

School, one of several 

charters in the district.  

While interest has been high 

in the property no firm offers 

have been made until now.  

Officials expect to have a 

final deal this summer. 

Business consolidation 

closed a Tomahawk 

business yesterday but 

expanded another further 

north.  Tomahawk Log & 

Country Homes closed its 

lumber operation to grow its 

construction business and 

opted to sell a lot of its 



supplies and equipment to 

Pukall Lumber in Arbor 

Vitae.  The deal also 

includes keeping their four 

employees working.  They’ll 

maintain the Tomahawk 

property as their 

headquarters.  Pukall 

currently has 75 employees 

and plans to continue 

servicing Tomahawk’s 

customers.     

One of three Republican 

candidates for Wisconsin 

secretary-of-state is 

dropping out of the race. 

 Bill Folk wanted to restore 

the oversight of elections to 

that office -- along with 

state licensing functions. 

 However, Folk doesn’t 

believe the Legislature 

would go along with his 

ideas if he's elected.  A few 

Republicans have long 

called for the secretary-of-

state and state treasurer's 

offices to be abolished.   

 The Merrill Fire Department 



has been doing some 

spring cleaning after 

moving into their new 

building and offer 

everything from old 

uniforms and rubber boots 

to applicances,  pumps 

and generators up for 

auction tomorrow at the 

old building on First Street.  

All money raised will be 

pumped back into their 

operations.   On Sunday, 

the department dedicates 

its firefighter memorial at 

their new facility. 
 

Electric customers in parts of 
Wis. Could pay more for 
electricity next year 
 News 5/30/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Electric customers in much 

of northwest Wisconsin 

could pay more for their 

power next year.  X-cel 

Energy asked the Public 

Service Commission for 

approval to increase its 

revenues by just over 20-

million dollars.  The utility 

says it needs the money to 

upgrade power plants and 

transmission lines.  The 

typical residential customer 



would pay about three-

dollars and 12-cents more 

per month under X-cel's 

proposal.   

To help EMTs provide better 

service during an 

emergency, the Howard 

Young Foundation 

purchased two Lucas 2 

chest compression systems.  

These are automatic CPR 

devices that allow medical 

personnel to perform the 

chest compressions 

manually, which can be 

both difficult and tiring.  

They’re designed to free up 

rescuers so they can focus 

on other life saving tasks in 

an emergency.  The 

Foundation, with the help of 

generous donors covered 

the $24,000 cost of the units. 

Governor Scott Walker is in 

a tight re-election battle this 

fall -- but he still has enough 

star power to help raise 

money for other Republican 

candidates.  Walker will be 



the main speaker at a $500 

a plate fundraiser June 9th 

for New York state 

gubernatorial hopeful Rob 

Astorino.  He's challenging 

Democratic Governor 

Andrew Cuomo this fall.   

Wisconsin's first jet pilot ace 

will be honored in Stevens 

Point this weekend.  A 

ceremony will be held 

Sunday at Point's Air Show, 

to re-name the airfield after 

Conrad "Connie" Mattson. 

 He flew fighter planes in 

World War Two and Korea. 

 Mattson was in the Air 

Force until New Year's Day 

of 1970, when he retired. 

 He died in August of 2001. 

 Many of his family 

members will be at the 

ceremony. 
 

 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 

      
 Station:  Wobt     

 Quarter: 
 2

nd
 quarter 

(June)     



 Year:  2014     

      

ISSUE DESCRIPTION PROGRAM SEGMENT DATE TIME DURATION DESCRIPTION OF SEGMENT 

 
Pilot of plane dies after 
crashing at St. Point airshow News 6/2/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The pilot of a light plane 

died after he crashed 

during the Stevens Point 

Airshow yesterday.  Police 

reported the accident 

happened just before 12:30 

as the 47-year old man was 

performing tricks when it 

dropped into a wooded 

area near the airport 

runway.  The man’s identity 

hasn’t been officially 

released as of early this 

morning. 

The Tomahawk woman 

killed following an accident 

Saturday has been 

identified as 55-year old 

Susan Lane.  The Lincoln 

County sheriff’s office 

reported the one car 

rollover just before 2:00 

Saturday afternoon on 

county E near Greil Road in 

the town of Bradley.   

A rural Merrill home was 

damaged following a 



lightning strike and resulting 

fire Sunday morning.  

Officials say the 

homeowner woke up after 

hearing the strike and 

discovered smoke and fire 

in the house on South Shore 

Drive.  No one was hurt and 

damage is estimated at 

$50,000. 

A panel of scientists and 

scientists, engineers and 

regulators meet in 

Minocqua Thursday to 

discuss a potential iron mine 

in Northern Wisconsin.  

Panelists include Craig 

Benson, a University of 

Wisconsin-Madison 

engineering professor; DNR 

regulatorAnn Coakley; 

Cyrus Hester, the Bad River 

Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa's environmental 

specialist; and Dominic 

Parker, an assistant 

professor in UW-Madison's 

agriculture and applied 

economics department.  



The panel will give a 

presentation on Gogebic 

Taconite's plans for an iron 

mine in the Penokee Hills 

near Mellen. Members also 

will take questions from the 

public. 

Someone’s a million dollars 

richer this morning.  A 

Powerball ticket purchased 

in Kohler matched five 

numbers in Saturday’s 

drawing.  There was no 

overall winner so the 

jackpot jumps to 192-million 

for Wednesday night.  

 

  
We’ll find out tonight who will 
be on fall election ballots News 6/2/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Don't be surprised if the 

place you buy your 

medicines encourages you 

to return pills you don't use. 

 The Great Lakes Clean 

Water Organization will 

encourage pharmacies in 

Wisconsin and four other 

states to take part in its 

"Yellow Jug Old Drugs 

Program."  It started in 2008 

in Michigan and later 



expanded to Wisconsin and 

Illinois.  Indiana and Ohio 

will get on board this 

month.  It's among a 

number of efforts in recent 

years to keep old and 

unused prescription drugs 

from being flushed down 

toilets and thrown into the 

garbage, eventually 

polluting the water.   

Wisconsinites know more 

about their schools than 

folks in most other states.  In 

a recent study, parents said 

Wisconsin was among six 

states that had the most 

readable and useful 

statewide report cards.  The 

Education Commission of 

the States ordered the 

study -- which included 

reviews by 14 parents with 

wide educational, 

economic, and geographic 

backgrounds.  Educational 

experts also reviewed the 

states' report cards, but 

Wisconsin was not among 



the eight best that they 

singled out. 

Barring any petition 

challenges, we'll find out 

tonight who’ll be on 

Wisconsin's fall election 

ballots.  Candidates for 

congressional, state, and 

county offices have until 

five this afternoon to get 

their nomination papers 

filed.  One question is 

whether Assembly 

Democrat Brett Hulsey of 

Madison will have the two-

thousand valid nominating 

signatures required to be in 

an August 12th primary for 

governor against Mary 

Burke.  Hulsey announced 

his long-shot bid just a few 

weeks ago.  Four 

candidates for state 

attorney general are 

expected to file.   
 

 Vilas Co. man reportedly 
dead from a gunshot wound 
 News 6/3/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Police in Stevens Point 

identified 47-year old 

William Cowden of 

Menomonie as the pilot of 



the plane that crashed 

Sunday during an air show.  

The accident happened 

around 12:30 as the light 

plane was performing tricks 

when it plunged into a 

wooded area near the 

airport runway.  The 

national transportation 

safety board is on scene 

investigating the cause. 

A 41-year old Vilas County 

man is reported dead of a 

gunshot wound.  Eagle 

River police got a 911call  

shortly before noon 

yesterday about a man 

found in the parking lot of 

the hospital.  Investigators 

say it appears to be self-

inflicted.   

The Rhinelander school 

district is updating its 

strategic plan and is looking 

for help.  Administrators and 

the school board are 

seeking input from students, 

staff, parents and the 



community in an effort to 

address concerns and 

areas of improvement into 

the future.  A series of 

meetings beginning 

tomorrow will be used to 

gather information to be 

used to develop the vision 

and priorities for the new 

plan.  Short surveys are also 

available on the district 

website.     

There’s one thing 

apparently everyone can 

agree on and that’s how 

bad the mosquito’s are this 

spring.  One gauge is trying 

to find repellent for the 

nasty critters.  Many stores 

are either out of or running 

low on sprays and lotions, 

yard foggers and citronella 

candles and lantern fluid.  

Experts say so much 

stagnant standing water 

from the record snows and 

the recent rains have 

created massive breeding 

grounds the insects are 



taking advantage of.  They 

also hope the dragonfly 

population is just as large to 

help deal with the skeeters.  

 

 Central Wis. Man to go on 
trial in Sep. for supply a fatal 
dose of a drug 
 News 6/3/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 A central Wisconsin man is 

scheduled to go on trial in 

early September for 

allegedly supplying the 

heroin that killed a man in 

Marathon County.  Thirty-

one year old Lucas Zuehlke 

of Coloma is charged with 

five felonies in the death of 

30-year-old Thomas 

Knickerbocker last March. 

 A three-day trial in 

Zuehlke's case is set to 

begin September second in 

Wausau.  Police said 

Zuehlke sold 100-dollars of 

heroin to his girlfriend, who 

then reportedly gave the 

drug to Knickerbocker.  He 

was later found dead by his 

young daughter.   

The Wisconsin state 

treasurer and secretary-of-

state have lost nearly all of 



their powers -- but that's not 

stopping a dozen people 

from running for those jobs 

this fall.  Long-time 

Secretary-of-State Doug La 

Follette and four others filed 

nomination papers by 

yesterday's deadline. 

 Seven people filed for the 

state treasurer's post.  The 

state Government 

Accountability Board will 

decide a week from today 

whether candidates have 

enough valid nominating 

signatures to get on the 

ballot.  Governors and 

lawmakers from both 

parties have stripped duties 

from both offices for a 

variety of reasons.  Some 

candidates have said they 

would fight to restore the 

powers. 

Gas prices appear to be on 

the rise. And  it’s unclear as 

to why the prices are 

spiking.  Industry officials 

aren’t aware of any 



specific outages or 

shutdowns at any refineries 

in the Midwest, but that 

doesn’t necessarily mean 

they aren’t happening.  The 

statewide average is $3.70.  

They say refineries might be 

struggling to keep up with 

the increase in demand, 

now that winter is over and 

people just want to get out.  

 

 Minocqua votes on building 
a building in Torpy Park 
 News 6/4/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Minocqua’s town board 

last night approved a 

proposal to build a smaller 

shelter in Torpy Park, 

downtown.  After public 

reaction to the original 

plan, half funded by the 

Lion’s Club, included 

removing about a dozen 

trees the board started 

over.  The new structure 

would be less than half the 

size of the first one.  It would 

also cause removing only 

one tree and that one isn’t 

healthy.  The board 

delayed a decision on the 



rest of the trees saying they 

want advice from experts 

on their overall condition.   

The final decision will be in 

the hands of the voters, 

which could come yet this 

month. 

An armed fugitive who's 

been the subject of a 

manhunt in northwest 

Wisconsin was identified 

today as 32-year-old Jared 

Brendel of Barron.  He's 

wanted for fleeing police, 

and illegally possessing a 

firearm as a convicted 

felon.  He’s so far evaded 

authorities and was still at 

large at last word. 

Most of the seats up for 

election in the Legislature 

this year will be contested, 

but only a fraction of them 

will have partisan primaries.  

Of the 99 Assembly seats up 

for election, 63 of them are 

contested. Of those 

contested seats, there are 



11 Democratic primaries 

and 18 Republican 

primaries.  In the Senate, 15 

of the 17 seats up this year 

are contested. In those, 

there are four Democratic 

primaries and three 

Republican primaries.  The 

general election is Nov. 4.  

There are seven vacant 

Senate seats and 22 in the 

Assembly.  Republicans 

currently have a majority in 

both houses. 

 

 Subject of a manhunt in 
northwestern Wisconsin has 
been caught  
 News 6/4/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The subject of a manhunt in 

northwest Wisconsin has 

been captured, after he 

exchanged gunfire with 

officers at the end of a 

chase.  Authorities tried 

twice since last Friday to 

arrest 32-year-old Jared 

Brendel of Barron -- but he 

managed to elude officers 

after crashing one vehicle 

in a ditch and getting 

another stuck in a field.  

Shots were fired by both 



Brendel and Barron County 

Sheriff’s deputies but no 

one was hit.   

 A second case of the West 

Nile virus has been 

confirmed -- this one in a 

dead crow discovered 

during annual bird testing in 

Portage County.  The first 

case was also found in a 

dead crow.  It happened 

last month in Dodge 

County.  State health 

officials say it's a sign 

infected mosquitoes are in 

those areas, and people 

are urged to take 

precautions so they don't 

become a human statistic. 

 People, birds and horses all 

get West Nile from mosquito 

bites, and the mosquitoes 

get it by feasting on 

infected birds.  We normally 

don't hear about human 

West Nile cases until later in 

the summer.  Wisconsin had 

16 human West Nile cases 

last year. 



Those who collect and 

study dragonflies will have a 

chance to learn more 

about their hobbies at 

national-and-state 

meetings in northern 

Wisconsin this month.  The 

Wisconsin Dragonfly Society 

co-hosts meetings with the 

Dragonfly Society of the 

Americas in Ladysmith.  The 

gathering takes place next 

weekend at the Rusk 

County Community Library. 

 Trips are also being 

organized to study local 

habitats.  They'll be heading 

to the Beaver Creek Nature 

Center on the Eau Claire 

River. 
 

  
Sex cases in court News 6/5/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Two northwoods’ court 

cases involve sex with minor 

children.  40-year old Jody 

Ann Shepherd of Land o’ 

Lakes is charged with two 

counts of 2nd degree sexual 

assault of a child.  She 

worked as a special ed 

teaching assistant and 



North Lakeland School in 

Manitowish Waters. She’ll 

be in Vilas County Court in 

September.   Meanwhile, as 

the Oneida County Sheriff’s 

department was 

investigating a drug case 

they learned about 

allegations of child 

trafficking.  That led to the 

arrest of four people on 

charges of soliciting child 

prostitution.  55-year old 

Thomas Franz, 53 year old 

Lloyd Apfel and 46-year old 

Carrie Steinmetz, all of 

Rhinelander and 43-year 

old Michael Johnson of 

Manawa allegedly had 

sexual encounters with a 

16-year old girl, brought to 

Rhinelander from the Fox 

Valley area.  Their court 

dates vary over the next 

several months. 

Rhinelander’s South Park 

School has been empty 

nearly two years but the 

district may have a buyer.  



Bethesda Lutheran 

Communities has several 

offices in the city and would 

like to consolidate.  The 

group provides job training 

for people with disabilities.  

The administration and 

school board will have 

details of the sale when 

they meet on June 16th, 

which still must be 

approved by district voters. 

Rhinelander Police Chief 

Michael Steffes has been 

appointed to the state Law 

Enforcement Standards 

Board.  Representing  the 

smaller departments in the 

North, Steffes hopes to help 

guide the policy making 

board to establish rules 

workable for any size 

agency, especially officer 

training.  He’ll serve a four 

year term. 
 

  
Teachers in Wis. Are moving 
on to better deals News 6/5/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 More Wisconsin teachers 

are less hesitant to find 

better deals and move on, 

since the Act-10 collective 



bargaining limits took effect 

almost three years ago.  For 

example, 145 teachers and 

administrators resigned from 

public schools in the Fox 

Valley in the last school 

year.  That's 41-percent 

more than last year and 

almost double from 2011 

just before the controversial 

Republican bargaining 

clampdown took effect. 

 Staffers used to stay put 

until age-55 so they could 

get good retirement 

packages.  That's no longer 

the case, and school 

boards wonder how an 

increased turnover will 

affect schools and their 

students.  With more 

teachers coming-and-

going, Frederick Yeo of U-W 

Oshkosh says it's harder for 

schools to adopt new 

educational practices 

because principals won't 

know what their teaching 

staffs will look like from year-



to-year.  Many school 

districts have still not 

created new 

compensation policies in 

the wake of Act-10, which 

remains under a legal 

challenge in the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court. 

Lots of people are 

interested in a new 

emphasis on recreational 

"silent sports" in far northern 

Wisconsin.  The tourist 

agency in Vilas County says 

more than five-thousand 

people picked up new trail 

maps in the first two weeks 

they were available.  The 

maps show the details for 

over 60 biking, hiking, 

paddling, and ski trails 

throughout Vilas County. 

 The state Tourism 

Department kicked in 40-

thousand dollars for the 

new maps.  An app is also 

being developed, so trail 

users can get helpful 

assistance on their 



smartphones. 

The Powerball jackpot is at 

221-million for Saturday, 

after nobody won the top 

prize last night.   In Mega 

Millions, the jackpot is at 45-

million dollars for tomorrow 

night. 
 

  
Northern Pit Mine in 
Wisconsin discussion 
continues on News 6/6/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The possibility of an open pit 

mine in Northern Wisconsin 

is at least a couple years 

out but it’s still a hot topic.  

A panel discussion in 

Minocqua last night drew 

several hundred people to 

hear expert’s views on a 

number of issues.  Gogebic 

Taconite is in the permitting 

process with the state to 

open an iron ore mine in 

Ashland and Iron counties.  

Environmental, legal, social, 

business and other issues 

were all discussed as part of 

the Science on Tap series.   

The School District of 

Rhinelander will be serving 

meals all summer.  Because 

of the high percentage of 



students taking reduced or 

free lunches, the district 

qualifies for the USDA’s 

Summer Food Service 

Program where students, 18 

and under, can have 

breakfast or lunch during 

the summer vacation.  All 

buildings in the district will 

take part serving the meals 

to not only students but also 

to those 18-to-21 who are 

disabled or enrolled in a 

public or private 

educational program. 

Plans to expand ATV trails in 

the Lakeland area through 

land on the Lac du 

Flambeau reservation will 

have to be adjusted.  In a 

referendum vote yesterday, 

tribal members rejected the 

idea by a 38% margin.  In a 

statement, the Tribal 

Council said they’ll 

continue to explore 

environmentally sound 

options for recreational and 

economic development. 



U-W students won’t pay any 

more for tuition next year -- 

but fees, room and board 

will all go up an average 

2.7% at the four year 

schools.  U-W president Ray 

Cross said the increases 

were needed for student-

initiated programs, dorm 

renovations and 

maintenance, rising food 

costs, and pay for non-

faculty staffers. 
 

  
Merrill woman free on bond News 6/6/14 12p,5p `1:30 

 It appears a Merrill woman 

convicted of killing two 

friends in a drunk driving 

crash will be free on bond 

for about two-and-a-half 

months.  Ashley Baumann 

was released from jail 

yesterday, after a judge 

agreed to stop keeping her 

in jail without bond until her 

sentencing on August 20th. 

 The 26-year-old Baumann 

posted ten-thousand-dollars 

of a 50-thousand dollar 

bond, and she was 

released on special 



conditions.  A jury 

convicted Baumann last 

month on all seven criminal 

charges she was facing.    

U-S railroads have until 

tomorrow night to tell 

Wisconsin and other states 

how much crude oil they 

ship through those places, 

and where.  In response, 

three large railroads are 

asking states to sign 

agreements to keep the 

information secret.  Lori 

Getter of Wisconsin 

Emergency Management 

said her agency would be 

violating the state Open 

Records Law if they did 

that.  She says the 

information will help local 

emergency crews become 

fully prepared for potential 

crude oil spills.  The federal 

government ordered 

railroads to disclose their 

crude oil shipping activity 

after a series of fiery rail-car 

mishaps -- including one in 



Quebec where 47 people 

were killed. 

Mary Burke will ask her 

fellow Wisconsin Democrats 

tonight to unify, and get 

behind her effort to defeat 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker this fall.  The annual 

State Democratic 

Convention will be held 

through tomorrow in 

Wisconsin Dells.  Burke says 

the notion of a divided 

party is "hogwash," as she 

faces a recent primary 

challenge from Madison 

Assembly Democrat Brett 

Hulsey.  Democrats are fired 

up by polls showing that 

Burke's keeping up with 

Walker. 
 

  
Court strikes down Wis. Gay 
marriage ban News 6/9/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 City clerks in Madison and 

Milwaukee were busy over 

the weekend, in the wake 

of a court decision late 

Friday striking down 

Wisconsin’s ban on gay 

marriage.  More than 280 

licenses were granted and 

http://www.wrn.com/2014/06/federal-judge-strikes-down-wisconsin-gay-marriage-ban/


many couples were married 

as ceremonies were 

performed nearby.  Amid 

the celebrations, there 

were some lingering 

concerns about whether 

the marriages would be 

allowed to stand, if an 

appeals court issues a stay 

on Friday’s decision.  

A Lincoln County deputy on 

patrol on Hwy D near Twin 

Lakes Road east of 

Tomahawk early yesterday 

morning noticed a 

motorcycle laying on the 

side of the road.  The driver, 

a 62-year old Waukesha 

County man, was standing 

by the bike and told the 

officer he’d been drinking 

and trying to drive home 

when he dumped the 

machine.  He was arrested 

and charged with OWI and 

spent the night in jail 

because a sober driver 

could not be found to take 

him home.   



Inspection surveys at boat 

landings by the Clean 

Boats, Clean Waters 

program show more than 

90% of boaters say they’re 

aware of Wisconsin’s laws 

to prevent the spread of 

invasive species.  However 

there’s still work to be done 

according to the AIS staff of 

Oneida and Vilas counties, 

whose Drain Campaign is 

on again to inform the 

public about the dangers 

of spreading AIS through 

water transported between 

lakes.  This weekend at 

many landings boaters will 

be given ice packs to keep 

their fish fresh, rather than 

transport them in full 

livewells.  Officials 

recommend all boats, 

trailers and equipment be 

inspected for plants and 

remove them if necessary, 

make sure all water is 

drained and never 

transport fish to another 



body of water.  
 

  
Wis. Technical colleges in 
the news News 6/9/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Legislative 

Council is considering a 

possible state funding and 

control plan for the 16 

regional technical colleges. 

 One lawmaker says a bill 

could emerge in 2015-or-

'16, but it's already getting 

opposition from tech 

schools and the businesses 

for which they help provide 

workers.  Assembly 

Republican Scott Krug of 

Nekoosa says a state 

takeover is in the formative 

stages of a Legislative 

Council committee -- and 

while he's willing to discuss 

it, he sees no reason to 

support it.  State Technical 

College System President 

Morna Foy says the current 

system is not broken, and a 

state takeover would hurt 

the schools' abilities to serve 

their unique local areas. 

Wisconsin has had 55-below 

wind-chills, two-foot 



snowstorms, and four-inch 

rainstorms this year.  But one 

thing we have not seen yet 

is a confirmed tornado.  The 

National Weather Service 

says it's the latest start to a 

tornado season since 1997, 

when it took until June 15th 

for a twister to find its way 

to the ground -- that being 

near Downsville in Dunn 

County.  The Weather 

Service also says this year is 

the ninth-latest without a 

tornado in 64 years of 

keeping records of this. 

The Powerball jackpot has 

risen above a quarter-billion 

dollars.  It's at 257-million for 

Wednesday night, after 

nobody won the top prize 

on Saturday night.    In 

Mega Millions, the jackpot is 

at 55-million for tomorrow 

night. 

Wisconsin's entry in the Miss 

U-S-A Pageant made it to 

the Top-10 last night before 

she was eliminated.  Bishara 



Dorre of Milwaukee was 

among 51 women in a 

competition held in Baton 

Rouge Louisiana.  Miss 

Nevada-U-S-A, Nia 

Sanchez, was crowned the 

new Miss U-S-A. and will 

represent the country at the 

Miss Universe pageant later 

this year. 
 

  
Two vehicle crash on Hwy 
70 News 6/10/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Hwy 70 was closed for a 

couple hours yesterday 

morning following a two 

vehicle crash.  Forest 

County officials report a 

westbound truck collided 

with a car that apparently 

veered into the other lane 

just east of Divide Road 

around 10:00.  The driver of 

the car was airlifted from 

the site and his condition is 

unknown this morning.  The 

truck driver was not hurt.  

First responders from several 

departments responded.  

Another accident, this one 

just north of Rhinelander on 

Hwy 47 near Grills Landing 



Road before 5:00 yesterday 

afternoon involved two 

vehicles.  Newbold first 

responders were 

dispatched but no other 

information is available.   

Some counties in Northern 

Wisconsin are taking 

applications for same sex 

marriages in the wake of a 

court decision striking down 

the state’s ban.  Federal 

Judge Barbara Crabb ruled 

the ban unconstitutional 

late last week.  The Oneida 

County clerk’s office has 

had several inquiries and 

one couple picked up an 

application.  Vilas and 

Langlade counties are also 

issuing licenses.  Attorney 

General JB Van Hollen 

asked the 7th Circuit court 

of appeals for a stay of the 

order to prevent counties 

from granting licenses but it 

was refused.  At last check, 

Forest, Lincoln, Marathon 

and Price counties have 



not yet approved licensing. 

There are enough valid 

signatures on a petition to 

force a recall election for 

Crandon Mayor Rob 

Jaeger.  That could come 

as soon as next month.  

Jaeger, in his second term, 

is the target of a group 

accusing him of wanting 

complete control of the 

city, citing his not allowing 

people to speak in open 

meetings and attempts at 

firing employees.  He has 10 

days to appeal.   
 

 Arbor Vitae woman in jail on 
theft and embezzlement 
charges  
 News 6/10/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Congressman Ron Kind 

says veterans' hospitals 

have the same problem as 

other hospitals -- not 

enough medical personnel. 

 The La Crosse Democrat 

blames a lack of access, 

not the quality of care, for 

the delays in seeing new 

patients at Veterans 

Administration facilities.  An 

audit released yesterday 

showed that the average 



waiting time is 51 days for a 

new patient to see a doctor 

at the V-A hospital in 

Madison -- 24 days in 

Milwaukee, and 17 days at 

Tomah.  The agency's 

target is 14 days.   

An Arbor Vitae woman is in 

the Oneida county jail 

facing charges of theft and 

embezzlement.  47-year old 

Brenda Wigglesworth is 

accused of stealing a large 

amount of money from the 

Northwoods Animal Hospital 

in Minocqua.  City police 

along with the Oneida 

County Sherriff’s office and 

state department of 

criminal investigation have 

been following up on the 

case since April of last year 

when she was working at 

the facility.   

For the second time in 

recent weeks, Wisconsin is 

letting sport anglers take 

more fish from lakes where 

Chippewa Indians did not 



take their full harvest 

quotas.  The D-N-R is using a 

newly-adopted emergency 

rule to let anglers take two 

walleye per day instead of 

one on 21 northern lakes, 

starting today.  Bag limits 

were increased on 447 

lakes in late May, but not 

on the 21 lakes affected by 

the new change.   D-N-R 

Secretary Cathy Stepp says 

they’ll keep talking with the 

Chippewa about more 

flexible long-term fish 

strategies. 
 

  
Hwy 51 project in Minocqua 
behind schedule News 6/11/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Our long winter will be felt 

through the summer in 

Minocqua, as the Wisconsin 

Department of 

Transportation is several 

weeks behind schedule on 

the Highway 51 project just 

north of the city.  Originally 

planned for completion by 

the end of the month, now 

officials are looking to have 

the work from Hwy 70 West 

to County “J” open with 



four lanes by July 2nd.  

Crews will then be off until 

after Labor Day.  Workers 

have battled deep frost 

lines and standing water for 

weeks, even resorting to 

evening and weekend shifts 

in order to catch up.  Some 

work will continue but it 

shouldn’t interfere with 

summer traffic on the well-

travelled highway.   

Probation.  That’s the 

sentence for 54-year old 

Lois Vetterneck of Lac du 

Flambeau, found guilty of 

dealing Oxycodone.  She 

was found guilty of the 

charge in April and was 

sentenced yesterday in 

federal court to a year of 

probation because she’s 

receiving treatment for her 

addiction and has three 

young children.  Her 38-year 

old son Brandon is serving 

three years in federal prison 

as the pair sold the drug to 

informants several times last 



year.   

Democrat Brett Hulsey will 

be able to appear on the 

ballot in the race for 

governor. The state 

Government Accountability 

Board yesterday rejected 

challenges to Hulsey’s 

nominating petitions, 

clearing the way for him to 

run against Democrat Mary 

Burke in an August primary.  

The Democratic Party of 

Dane County challenged 

signatures on Hulsey’s 

nominating petitions and 

the state Representative 

from Madison was recently 

kept from addressing his 

party’s state convention 

over the weekend.  

 

  
Body of a man found in the 
woods in Langlade Co.  News 6/11/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The body of a 24-year old 

Appleton man was 

recovered from Deep 

Woods Lake in Langlade 

County this morning.  The 

sheriff’s department 

reported a 911 call last 

http://gab.wi.gov/sites/default/files/event/74/board_memo_final_2014_ballot_access_challenges_pdf_97768.pdf


night of a possible drowning 

in the lake in the town of 

Upham in northern 

Langlade County.  Search 

efforts with Elcho Rescue 

and Oneida County dive 

team were unsuccessful.  

The DNR joined the search 

this morning and the body 

was discovered about 9:00.  

The identity of the victim 

hasn’t been released as 

authorities look into the 

circumstances of the 

drowning. 

State officials are looking for 

businesses to take part in an 

11-day trade mission to 

Singapore and Indonesia. 

 Deputy Secretary Ryan 

Murray of the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation will be the 

state's lead official on the 

trip in August. The governor 

normally goes on trade 

missions -- but Scott Walker 

is sitting this one out, at a 

time when his re-election 



bid will be heating up. 

 Wisconsin companies will 

have a chance to find new 

business opportunities in the 

Far East -- especially in 

water technology, in which 

Singapore is regarded as a 

worldwide leader.  The 

deadline for businesses to 

apply is July first. 

Wisconsin is about average 

when it comes to being a 

good place to make a 

living.  That's according to 

MoneyRates-Dot-Com.  Its 

annual survey ranks 

Wisconsin as the 24th-best 

state in which to make a 

living, based on things like 

average salaries, cost of 

living, workplace 

conditions, and 

employment rates. 

 Neighboring Minnesota is 

the third best, behind only 

Texas and first-place 

Washington.  Hawaii is 

ranked 50th. 
 

  News 6/12/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30  An argument with his wife 



Antigo man threatens 
officers 

led an Antigo man to 

threaten officers.  42-year 

old Perry Henke 

surrendered after arming 

himself with two rifles and 

leading them on a high 

speed chase yesterday.  

The Langlade County 

sheriff’s department says 

one shot was fired.  He’s 

charged with first degree 

recklessly endangering 

safety and eluding police.  

Nearly 20 officers were 

involved at one point in the 

three hour standoff just east 

of Antigo.   

Two former employees of 

the Tomahawk Bus 

Company are charged with 

embezzlement.  44 year old 

Shad and 46-year old Kim 

Harper are charged with 

theft, fraud and identity 

theft for allegedly stealing 

nearly $90,000.  The 

complaint cites the pair 

used the money for vehicle 

repair, groceries, 



pornography and synthetic 

drugs.  Investigators trace 

the purchases back to 

2007.  Both are free on 

$1500 signature bonds and 

due back in court two 

weeks from today. 

Plans for an off-road park in 

Forest County are counting 

on a heavy investment 

being made with state 

grant money.  But the state 

says while it’s possible, there 

are no guarantees.  Nearly 

30 counties compete for 

over $13-million in the 

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 

Land Acquisition Grants 

and project developers are 

seeking nearly half of it to 

by more than 2000 acres 

just east of Argonne.  A 

sizeable amount would also 

be necessary from the 

county.  Organizers say the 

potential to bring in over 

$300,000 in sales and room 

tax revenue by the third 

year of operating are 



conservative estimates but 

the project may never start 

without state support.  The 

DNR says more study needs 

to be done on the land use 

regarding motorized 

vehicles, which they don’t 

have. 
 

  
Authorities continue to 
investigate death of a man News 6/12/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The state Justice 

Department says it's not out 

of line by asking a federal 

appeals court to put gay 

marriages on hold -- even 

though a lower court has 

not made the decision yet. 

 Attorney General J-B Van 

Hollen has been trying to 

get both courts to put a 

stay on last Friday's ruling 

from Federal Judge 

Barbara Crabb that the 

state's gay marriage ban is 

unconstitutional.  Crabb will 

hold a hearing tomorrow on 

a request by plaintiffs in the 

case to allow same-sex 

marriage licenses to be 

issued, and to let gay 

marriages in other states be 



legally recognized in 

Wisconsin.  The state 

objects, saying Crabb has 

no authority to change 

marriage license forms 

which require that a 

husband and wife be listed. 

 Tomorrow's hearing could 

also determine whether 

Crabb's ruling will be put on 

hold while the state 

appeals it. 

Authorities in north central 

Wisconsin continue to 

investigate the death of a 

24-year-old Appleton man 

who was pulled from a lake 

yesterday.  Rescuers were 

called Tuesday evening to 

Deep Woods Lake near 

Elcho in Langlade County. 

 Divers could not find the 

apparent drowning victim 

before it got dark -- so they 

returned yesterday and 

found the man's body 

around 9 a-m.  The exact 

cause of death was not 

immediately determined. 



Ministry Health Care is 

warning people of a 

collection scam involving a 

company called NCC 

Common Wealth, allegedly 

seeking debt payments for 

one of Ministry’s hospitals.  

Officials say they don’t do 

that type of collection or bill 

processing.  If you are 

contacted by a company 

other than Ministry simply 

contact them for 

information. 

  
High winds causing 
problems locally News 6/13/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 County Clerks could face 

prosecution for issuing 

marriage licenses to same-

sex couples.  60 of 

Wisconsin’s 72 counties are 

granting licenses after the 

state’s ban on gay 

marriage was ruled 

unconstitutional by a 

federal judge last week.  

The problem is the judge 

didn’t provide guidance to 

implement that decision.  

Since then well over 500 

licenses have been issued 



and attorney general JB 

Van Hollen is trying to get 

that decision stayed while 

the state appeals the case.  

In the process he says the 

clerks are violating the law.   

The high winds are causing 

problems.  Most of Boulder 

Junction was without power 

yesterday, affecting about 

1500 customers of Wisconsin 

Public Service.  Reports say 

a tree was blown over 

power lines and service was 

back up a short time later.  

Minocqua and Deerbrook 

also experienced some 

interruptions.  There were no 

problems after a check 

early this morning. 

Wisconsin Senator Ron 

Johnson was one of three 

who voted against a bill to 

reform portions of the 

Veterans Affairs medical 

system, aimed at 

addressing treatment 

delays at VA facilities that 

have sparked a massive 



controversy.  Johnson said 

he wants to make sure vets 

get all the care necessary 

but was concerned how 

the bill was being rushed 

through with no cost 

considerations 

Citing family reasons, the 

executive director of the 

North Lakeland Discovery 

Center in Manitowish 

Waters has resigned.  Sarah 

Johnson headed the facility 

since 2010 that has realized 

major expansion of the 

outdoor education and 

recreation over those years.  

In accepting the 

resignation, the board of 

directors said Johnson was 

responsible for making the 

Center one of the premier 

destinations in the state.  

They plan to officially 

recognize her at the annual 
meeting July 21st.   
 

  
Emerald Ash Borer 
infiltirating area parks News 6/13/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 The tree-killing emerald ash 

borer is getting closer to 

Wisconsin's Northwoods, 



and officials of the state's 

only national forest are 

concerned.  The green 

beetle is commonly spread 

through firewood -- and U-S 

Forest Service properties are 

not as restrictive about 

firewood usage as the D-N-

R state campgrounds.  The 

Chequamegon (sheh-wah'-

meh-gn)-Nicolet National 

Forest covers much of the 

northern quarter of the 

Badger State. 

 Spokeswoman Hilary 

Markin says the federal rules 

allow firewood to be 

brought in from 25-miles 

away -- and campers can 

bring wood from home as 

long as they can prove it 

was from a certified dealer. 

 Also, she says the national 

forest does not sell its own 

firewood like the state parks 

do.  In recent months, the 

D-N-R has tightened its 

restrictions to allow 

firewood from only 10 miles 



of state parks.  Markin says 

the Forest Service has not 

discovered the emerald ash 

borer at the 

Chequamegon-Nicolet site. 

 The beetle has killed 

millions of ash trees in the 

eastern U-S and Canada, 

and it's now in 22 Wisconsin 

counties. 

A stunt plane did not have 

any mechanical problems 

just before it crashed at the 

Stevens Point Air Show, 

killing its pilot June first. 

 Forty-seven year old 

William Cowden of 

Menomonie died while 

performing maneuvers 

during the show. 

 Investigators with The 

National Transportation 

Safety Board said the plane 

rotated more than three 

times before it flew straight 

down and formed a two-

and-a-half foot crater in the 

ground.  Damage to the 

three propeller blades 



indicated that the engine 

was running at the time. 

 What caused the crash is 

still unknown. 
 

  
Theft charges against former 
Wausau area builders assc. 
Director News 6/16/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Fourteen felony theft 

charges were leveled 

Friday against 43-year old 

Christopher Briquelet, the 

former executive director of 

the Wausau Area Builders 

Association.  Nearly 

$170,000 was discovered 

missing during an audit in 

early 2012 and according 

to the complaint, Briquelet, 

used duplicate payroll 

checks and unauthorized 

credit card use to obtain 

the money.  He’s free on a 

$150,000 signature bond 

and is back in Marathon 

County court tomorrow.  

The off and on showers and 

storms yesterday afternoon, 

especially when the winds 

kicked up.  There were 

several reports of trees over 

power lines.  Just before 

4:00 Lincoln County 



deputies and Crescent 

Firefighters responded to a 

call on County D in the 

town of Harrison after 

lightning struck a power 

pole.  WPS customers in the 

area were without service a 

couple hours while crews 

repaired the damage. 

At last check, county clerks 

across the state issued 

nearly 600 licenses for 

same-sex marriages.  

They’re no longer binding 

after US District Judge 

Barbara Crabb late Friday 

ordered a stay, which 

effectively halts the 

marriages one week after 

she declared the state 

prohibition on such unions 

to be unconstitutional.  

Attorney General JB Van 

Hollen said in a statement, 

the judge has confirmed 

that Wisconsin’s law 

regarding same-sex 

marriages remains in full 

force and effect.  The ACLU 



is pressing ahead with their 

challenge of the Wisconsin 

law banning gay marriage. 

Turkey hunters in Wisconsin 

had a good harvest this 

spring.  The DNR reports 10% 

more birds were taken this 

year than last, with nearly 

42,000 registered.  And 

that’s with fewer hunters 

since the agency issued less 

permits is some zones.   
 

  
Rhinelander looking for 
designation award News 6/16/14 12p,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander might try to 

become the fifth Wisconsin 

place to be labeled as a 

"Premier Resort Area," and 

have its own special tax for 

it.  City Administrator Blaine 

Oborn will seek approval for 

the designation.  The resort 

tax could only be used for 

things like streets, sewers, 

and other infrastructure. 

 Oborn said it could bring in 

up to 800-thousand dollars 

a year.  The state considers 

nearby Eagle River  a resort 

area, with a half-percent 

sales tax -- and Oborn says 



it makes sense for 

Rhinelander to have the 

designation.  He says tourists 

in surrounding Oneida and 

Vilas counties spend as 

much as  Door County -- 

which, doesn’t have any 

premier resort designations. 

 The only other such areas 

in the state are Bayfield 

and Wisconsin Dells and 

adjoining Lake Delton. 

 Oborn says Rhinelander is 

in greater need of the 

revenue, because its 

population doubles during 

the daytime hours.  He says 

it results in a larger need for 

things like police services, 

with a tax base made up of 

fewer homes than similar 

places just to the south like 

Antigo and Merrill. 

Take-and-bake pizza lovers 

probably know this already 

-- but Wisconsin recently 

started charging sales taxes 

on them.  The state 

Revenue Department had 



asked the Streamlined Sales 

Tax Governing Board if 

places like Papa Murphy's 

and Kwik Trip should be 

charging the tax on pizzas 

they make at their stores -- 

but are cooked by 

customers at home.  The 

board said the tax applies, 

because they count as 

foods prepared outside the 

home.  The Sales Tax 

Governing Board is a 24-

state organization based in 

Westby.  It seeks to make 

sales tax rules more uniform. 
 

 
Severe weather in Wisconsin  News 6/17/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The same system that 

spawned killer tornados in 

Nebraska hit southern 

Wisconsin hard last night.  

Homes and businesses were 

damaged, cars overturned, 

numerous trees are down 

and reports of injuries.  The 

campus at UW-Platteville is 

closed because of the 

damage.  At least a couple 

of tornadoes apparently 

touched down and if 



confirmed, would be the 

first in Wisconsin this year. 

 Authorities in Lafayette 

County said a possible 

twister caused barn 

damage, tossed cars, and 

twisted trees southwest of 

Mineral Point.  Just after 

midnight, the Weather 

Service reported a tornado 

in Green County with 

damage near 

Blanchardville and New 

Glarus.  Tornado damage 

was also reported in Dane 

County.  To the east, high 

winds took down trees and 

power lines near West Bend 

around two this morning.  

Northern Wisconsin was 

spared from much of the 

stormy weather, and could 

miss much of it later today 

and tonight but there are 

power outages to contend 

with.  As of early this 

morning Wisconsin Public 

Service reported over 6200 

customers without service, 



most in the Pelican Lake, 

Tomahawk and Crandon 

areas.   

38-year old Eric Hall was just 

released from prison when 

he went on a crime spree 

that included burglaries, 

vehicle theft and possessing 

firearms and police in both 

Wisconsin and Minnesota 

want to find him.  He’s 

believed to headed to Vilas 

County where he has an 

ongoing child custody 

dispute with an ex-girlfriend.  

He should be considered 

armed and dangerous as 

he’s eluded authorities now 

for several days.  Hall is 

described as 5-10, 180 

pounds with dark hair, blue 

eyes and numerous tattoos, 

wears glasses and has a 

beard.   
 

More severe weather hits the 
state News 6/17/14 12p,5p 1:30 

More damage reports are 

coming in, after high winds 

and at least one tornado hit 

southern Wisconsin close to 

midnight.  The Dane County 



Emergency Management 

office said it had at least 

350 reports of various storm 

damage -- mainly in 

Verona and into the 

southwest side of Madison. 

 Verona Police said at least 

15 homes had severe 

damage there, and 

Verona's Country View 

Elementary School partially 

collapsed.  At U-W 

Platteville, officials now say 

at least five campus 

buildings were damaged. 

 Only essential employees 

are being allowed there 

today.  Just over 30-

thousand electric 

customers throughout 

Wisconsin began the day 

without power.  Wisconsin 

Power-and-Light reported 

just over 10-thousand 

outages.   Wisconsin Public 

Service utility reported 

almost 63-hundred outages, 

mostly due to wind 

damage.  Just over 23-



hundred outages were in 

Pelican Lake.  Wind gusts 

surpassed 50-miles-an-hour 

in several parts of the state. 

 X-cel Energy reported 46-

hundred outages in western 

and northwest Wisconsin.   

A former state probation 

officer is paying almost 600-

dollars in fines and court 

costs, for stealing lobsters 

from a grocery store in 

Crandon where her 

grandson used to work. 

 Fifty-five year old Karen 

Boodry pleaded guilty to 

disorderly conduct in Forest 

County, and a theft charge 

was dropped in a plea 

deal.  Authorities said 

Boodry stole a pair of 

lobsters from Schaefer's 

Food Mart in Crandon last 

year, while her grandson 

Donald Kilbury looked on. 

 She told officers at the time 

she did not remember what 

happened, because she 

had been drinking. 



 Charges were dropped 

against Kilbury.  State 

officials said Boodry retired 

from her corrections' post in 

late January. 
 

 
Man found dead in a 
submerged car in Schofield News 6/18/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A man was found dead 

inside a submerged car in 

Schofield yesterday.  

Everest metro police say 

the vehicle was discovered 

by a bicyclist by the Eau 

Claire River Dam who 

noticed skid marks on a 

grassy hill down to the 

water.  Divers found all the 

windows up and doors 

locked.  The driver remains 

unidentified as police 

investigate what they’re 

terming a traffic accident 

at this time.   

More damage from 

overnight storms as Central 

Wisconsin got hammered.  

Various warnings for storms 

and flooding are still in 

effect this morning.  A 

home in the town of Scott 

was struck by lightning, 



sparking a fire in the attic.  

One person was inside and 

made it out safely.   

Police in Antigo hope a 

family that supposedly 

trashed their rented home 

will come forward or else 

face charges.  The home, 

according to the landlord 

has to be gutted because 

of the stench of garbage, 

feces, open food 

containers and more.  

Police say most personal 

belongings were left as well, 

suggesting they left in a 

hurry.   There was contact 

with them last month and 

authorities hope something 

can be worked out to assist 

with the cleanup.    

Speaking of cleaning up, 

Rhinelander’s city council 

approved a measure to 

help the police department 

empty their evidence 

storage.  Piles of unneeded 

material from closed cases 

date back to the early 90s 



and now officials can 

contact owners to claim it 

or they’ll auction it off.  All 

money raised heads to the 

city’s general fund. 
 

 
Robo Telemarketers News 6/18/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin's Better Business 

Bureau issued an alert 

about robo-calls from 

foreign telemarketers.  The 

calls themselves are 

nothing new -- but what is 

new is that you might see a 

number with your local 

area code or exchange. 

 The callers might be 

confirming your phone 

number, so they can sell it 

to other foreign 

telemarketers -- or they 

could offer you a credit 

card deal, and hope you'll 

give them personal 

information they can use to 

steal your identity.  Just 

hang up. 

 If you want the best auto 

insurance rates, you'll have 

to start building a credit 

history -- and then be 



responsible in handling your 

debt.  That's according to 

Wallet-Hub, which says 

Wisconsin drivers without 

credit histories pay an 

average of 80-percent 

more for car insurance than 

those with the highest credit 

scores.  The consumer Web 

site says Wisconsin has the 

nation's 12th-highest price 

difference.  The insurance 

industry defends the use of 

credit scores in setting 

coverage rates, saying 

those who are reckless with 

their credit are more likely 

to be more reckless on the 

road. 

Governor Scott Walker says 

he'll seek both federal-and-

state aid to help storm 

victims who don't have 

enough insurance.  The 

Republican governor made 

the comment yesterday 

after touring Platteville and 

Verona -- where three 

tornadoes touched down 



late Monday night.  The 

National Weather Service 

said yesterday that an "F"-

Three tornado hit Verona 

with winds of up to 140-

miles an hour. Meanwhile, 

more heavy thunderstorms 

rumbled through the state 

last night and early this 

morning.  Plover had one-

and-a-quarter inch hail, 47-

mile-an-hour winds, and just 

over an inch of rain in 37 

minutes. 
 

Road rage incident put 
Woodruff man in jail 
 News 6/19/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A road rage incident last 

month put an elementary 

school on lockdown and a 

Woodruff man in jail.  34-

year old Michael Schettino 

pled not guilty yesterday to 

one felony and three 

misdemeanors in the 

incident after he allegedly 

pointed a handgun at 

another driver on Hwy 51 

then drove through the 

parking lot of MHLT Grade 

School.  He was arrested a 

short time later.  He’ll be 



back in Oneida County 

Court in August. 

Guilty pleas were accepted 

in federal court yesterday 

for two Lac du Flambeau 

residents up on drug 

charges.  25-year old 

Charlie Sunn Meshigaud 

and 27-year old Andrew 

Meshigaud were accused 

of distributing Oxycodone in 

a nine-count indictment 

after their arrest in April.  

They’ll be sentenced 

August 22nd. 

A 15-year old Marathon 

county girl is back home 

after authorities got word 

she was missing Tuesday 

night.  That’s when Sharie 

Grubbs was last seen at her 

home in Easton as she left 

on her bicycle.  Last night 

the sheriff’s department 

reported finding her and 

credit social media sites for 

pointing them in the right 

direction.  Where she was 

found has not been 



released.  

Minocqua residents will 

have the last say a week 

from today whether or not 

a new shelter will be built in 

Torpy Park, downtown.  The 

town board scheduled a 

special meeting after 

weeks of wrangling over the 

size of the structure and the 

need to remove trees from 

the park.   

The DNR will ask the Natural 

Resources Board to lower 

the wolf quotas this hunting 

season.  The state's spring 

wolf population has 

dropped after years of 

growth.  That's one reason 

for the lower quota. 
 

 
Theft ring broken up News 6/19/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Authorities say they've 

broken up a theft ring in 

which construction 

equipment was stolen from 

several places in Wisconsin. 

 Thirty-two year old Edward 

Peterson of rural Medford is 

charged in Taylor County 

with 14 criminal counts, 



mostly for receiving or 

concealing stolen property. 

 Eight of those charges are 

felonies.  Twenty-five year 

old Christopher Steig of 

Delavan faces seven similar 

counts.  Both are due back 

in court July first.   Peterson 

is free on bond.  Steig was 

still in jail at last word under 

a five-thousand dollar 

bond. 

About 20 friends and 

relatives of a Wausau area 

man threw flowers into the 

Eau Claire River in Schofield, 

at the spot where the man 

drove in and died early 

Tuesday.  They set up a 

makeshift memorial with a 

cross to remember 27-year-

old Mattheau Chaignot of 

Rothschild.  Authorities 

continue to investigate the 

incident, in which the S-U-V 

driver veered off a road 

and into the river.  Everest 

Metro Police said the same 

man may have been 



involved in a hit-and-run 

crash in Wausau around 

two a-m on Tuesday. 

The Wisconsin Restaurant 

Association claims an 

increase in the minimum 

wage could cost the state 

thousands of jobs. In a 

report released by the 

group, an economist 

argues a push to increase 

Wisconsin’s minimum wage 

to $10.10 an hour could 

result in businesses cutting 

16,500 jobs.  Restaurant 

Association spokesman 

Pete Hanson says that’s 

because businesses would 

have either have to raise 

prices, cut jobs, or reduce 

hours to afford the higher 

labor costs. 

 

Gov. Walker in the news 
 News 6/20/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A special prosecutor 

running a John Doe 

investigation surrounding 

Wisconsin’s recall elections 

argued Governor Scott 

Walker was taking part in a 

http://www.wirestaurant.org/pdf/2014_MinWage_Study.pdf
http://www.wirestaurant.org/pdf/2014_MinWage_Study.pdf


“criminal scheme” 

designed to get around 

Wisconsin election laws.  

The documents were 

released yesterday as part 

of an ongoing federal 

lawsuit against the probe, 

which is investigating 

whether third party groups 

and Republican 

candidates illegally 

coordinated their efforts 

during the 2011 and 2012 

recall elections.  Walker’s 

office called it, “nothing 

more than a partisan 

investigation with no basis in 

state law.  It’s time for the 

prosecutors to 

acknowledge both judge’s 

orders to end this 

investigation.”    Meanwhile, 

a federal judge has 

rejected a request by five 

media groups to unseal the 

entire record in the lawsuit.  

U.S. District Judge Rudolph 

Randa ruled hours after the 

documents were released, 

http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/06197thcirorder_01.pdf


against the media coalition, 

saying releasing the 

documents would subject 

those involved to 

"unwanted public scrutiny." 

 A man released from prison 

just days ago and wanted 

in the theft of three vehicles 

may have been spotted in 

Rhinelander Wednesday.  

38-year old Eric Hall has 

eluded officials since last 

week after going on a 

crime spree since his 

release and he’s believed 

headed to the Eagle River 

area because of a custody 

dispute with a woman 

involving a young child.  He 

should be considered 

armed and dangerous.  Hall 

was last known to be 

operating a tan 2000 

Chevrolet Silverado, with 

Wisconsin plate JE7961,  

If you bought some 

Velveeta cheese from 

Walmart recently, you may 

want to take it back for a 



new one.  Kraft is recalling 

260 cases because they 

lack the preservatives to 

keep it from spoiling quickly 

or causing illness. 

 

 
A trial date has been set for 
a Tomahawk man News 6/20/14 12p,5p 1:30 

A trial date has been set for 

the Tomahawk man 

accused in the attempted 

homicide of his brother in a 

drunken shooting incident.  

A two day trial starts 

October 27 for 68-year-old 

Charles Lawn on attempted 

homicide and other related 

charges. It started as the 

two drunk brothers were 

arguing over a salt shaker.  

Lawn remains jailed on a 

$70,000 bond. 

The two main candidates 

for governor each blamed 

the other, after yesterday's 

report Wisconsin had the 

nation's 14th-slowest job 

growth last year.  However, 

economists warned not to 

take the political spin.  They 

said the state's problems 



are much deeper than the 

magic wand any state 

politician can wave.  The 

federal report said 

Wisconsin increased its 

private sector job base by 

one-point-two percent last 

year, nine-tenths lower than 

the national average. U-W 

Milwaukee labor analyst 

John Heywood says a 

government's tax and infra-

structure policies can help -

- but it's still "notoriously 

difficult" to re-invent a 

state's industrial climate.   

Minnesota has made a new 

offer to Wisconsin, to try 

and restore income tax 

reciprocity between the 

two neighbors.  The amount 

Wisconsin pays each year 

to equalize the tax effects 

would be reduced by a 

million dollars, if the Badger 

State approves the new 

agreement by September 

30th.  Reciprocity allows 

Wisconsinites who work in 



Minnesota -- and vice versa 

-- to file one state income 

tax return in their home 

state, instead of separate 

returns to both states. 

 About 80-thousand 

residents of both states 

have been in that pickle 

since 2009, when former 

Minnesota Governor Tim 

Pawlenty cut off the 40-

year-old agreement 

because Wisconsin was not 

paying its share. 
 

A Rhinelander man is in the 
hospital after coming in 
contact with down power line 
 News 6/23/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A 30-year old Rhinelander 

man is in serious but stable 

condition at UW Madison 

Hospital after coming in 

contact with a downed 

power line.  The Lincoln 

county sheriff’s department 

the as yet unidentified man 

was standing by a tree that 

was tangled in electrical 

wires and on fire Thursday 

afternoon in the town of 

Schley.  Investigators say he 

stopped to check on the 

burning tree when he 



apparently came into 

contact with the wire.  

Deputies did find open 

intoxicants in his vehicle 

and he did show signs of 

impairment.  He was initially 

treated at Aspirus Wausau 

Hospital before being 

airlifted to Madison. 

A wood county motorcycle 

accident has a 34-year old 

Eagle River man in the 

hospital.  The sheriff’s 

department reported the 

mishap about 930 Saturday 

night near the highways 10 

and 186 intersection when 

the bike was struck by 

vehicle, and the unknown 

driver taken to St. Joseph’s 

Hospital in Marshfield.  The 

matter is still being 

investigated. 

The Mississippi and Saint 

Croix rivers could go over 

their banks during the next 

few days along much of 

Wisconsin’s western border.  



The National Weather 

Service says the two rivers 

had not reached their flood 

stages heading into the 

weekend, but they were 

within a few feet at most 

places. Minor flooding is 

projected, as the rivers 

handle heavy rains in the 

region from this week. Three 

other rivers in Wisconsin 

have similar flood warnings; 

the Trempealeau River at 

Dodge, the Baraboo River 

in Baraboo, and the Fox 

River at New Munster in 

Kenosha County.   

 

Eagle River man killed in 
motorcycle accident 
 News 6/23/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin's largest electric 

utility will get a lot bigger by 

this time next year. The 

parent company of We 

Energies announced this 

morning that it's buying the 

parent firm of the Wisconsin 

Public Service utility. 

 Wisconsin Energy of 

Milwaukee is purchasing 

Integrys Energy of Chicago 



for five-point-seven billion 

dollars in cash and stock. 

 Both companies say it will 

create a larger and more 

diverse utility firm, with the 

strength to meet future 

electric needs. 

The first weekend of 

summer had a tragic side 

effect in Wisconsin.  At least 

three motorcyclists were 

killed in separate crashes 

that occurred on Saturday 

night, including a 34-year 

old Eagle River man, who is 

still unidentified.  Authorities 

said 36-year-old Todd 

Hughes of Glenbeulah was 

thrown from his bike when it 

struck a deer near 

Wisconsin Dells on Interstate 

90-94.  In Waukesha 

County, a 21-year-old 

Pewaukee man died after 

his machine left Highway 16 

near County Trunk Double-

"J."   

Summertime is prime-time 

for garage-and-rummage 



sales in Wisconsin -- but, you 

might want to check with 

your local government so 

you do things right. 

 Growing numbers of 

communities limit the 

amount of time garage 

sales can be held and 

where signs can be placed. 

 Many communities ban 

them from utility poles and 

street sign posts and have 

ordinances to back them 

up.  Police say every year 

they get complaints about 

drivers not being able to 

see the signs or they’re 

blocking sidewalks.   

And congratulations to 

Nate Osfar of Marathon 

and Matt Raley of Arbor 

Vitae, winners of the annual 

Professional Musky 

Tournament Trail in Eagle 

River over the weekend. 
 

 
Head on collision near 
Tomahawk injures two News 6/24/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A head on collision near 

Tomahawk yesterday 

afternoon critically injures 

two people.  The Lincoln 



County Sheriff’s office 

reported the accident 

about 3:30 on county 

highway A , just north of 

hwy U.  The drivers were the 

only occupants and one 

had to be extracted from 

the vehicle.  Both were 

flown to Ministry St. Joseph’s 

Hospital in Marshfield.  

Alcohol may have been a 

factor in the crash.   

Another accident early last 

night was reported just 

outside of Rhinelander on 

Hwy K, just west of Highway 

47.  One vehicle left the 

road and rolled over.  There 

were injuries as someone 

was reportedly flown from 

the site, but officials haven’t 

released any more 

information this morning.   

Summer classes at Green 

Bay East High School 

continue today after some 

tense moments yesterday 

morning as police 

responded to reports of a 



gun.  Two people were 

arrested and police 

recovered a pellet gun 

shortly after 9:00.  About 200 

students were in the 

building, which was locked 

down for about ten minutes 

then school was dismissed 

for the day.   

The assistant superintendent 

of the Rhinelander School 

District is retiring.  Dave 

Wall’s last day will be 

Monday.  He had been in a 

contract dispute and his 

leaving is said to be part of 

a settlement with the 

district.  Wall spent 17 years 

with the school system and 

in a joint statement thanked 

everyone he worked with 

over that time.  He filed a 

lawsuit against the district in 

March alleging promised 

salary increases the last 

several years were never 

received.  The terms of the 

settlement were not 

disclosed.   
 



 
Motorcycle crash victim 
identified News 6/24/14 12p,5p 1:30 

One of three motorcyclists 

to die in weekend crashes 

in Wisconsin was identified 

as 34-year-old Brian 

Jovanovic of Eagle River. 

 Wood County authorities 

said his bike collided with a 

vehicle that drove through 

a stop-sign on Highway 10 

at 186 near Auburndale 

Saturday night.  The 

motorcyclist was sent to a 

Marshfield hospital, where 

he died a short time after 

the crash.   

A one vehicle rollover early 

last night just east of 

Rhinelander was a fatality.  

Witnesses said city police 

were pursuing the vehicle 

on River street to hwy K 

where it crossed hwy 47 

and rolled into the ditch at 

a high rate of speed.  No 

other details were 

available.   

Douglas County is the latest 

to endorse a long-running 

effort to create a National 



Heritage Area in the Saint 

Croix River valley. 

 Supervisors in Superior 

recently voted to include 

the southern part of 

Douglas County in a 

proposed National Park 

Service zone.  It would 

recognize the region's fur-

trading and logging 

heritage, and would cover 

17 counties in northwest 

Wisconsin and Minnesota. 

 The Northwest Regional 

Planning agency is 

coordinating a grass-roots 

effort that's been going on 

since 2009.  The goal is to 

highlight the region's 

heritage, with an eye 

toward improving the local 

economy. 

The Milwaukee Brewers will 

see plenty of jerseys with 

the opponents' starting 

pitcher tonight.  That's 

because central Wisconsin 

resident Jordan 

Zimmermann starts for the 



Washington Nationals 

against the Crew. 

 Whenever he pitches at 

Miller Park, it seems half his 

home town of Auburndale -

- population 700 -- makes 

the trip, proudly wearing 

Zimmermann's Number-27. 

 Lots of U-W Stevens Point 

supporters like him too, 

since he starred with the 

Pointers before turning pro. 
 

 
Swat personnel called into 
standoff News 6/25/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A wild afternoon on 

Rhinelander’s west side as 

city and county squads 

along with SWAT personnel 

blockaded Pelican Street 

for several hours late 

yesterday afternoon.  

There’s been no official 

release of information 

about the incident as of 

early this morning.   

Despite enough signatures 

on a petition to recall 

Crandon’s mayor, the city 

council voted not to have 

one…yet.  Rob Jaeger’s in 

his second term and a 



ground of people accusing 

him of micromanaging the 

city, among other things, 

gathered enough 

signatures to force a recall.  

Insiders say there are ulterior 

motives involved.  

Crandon’s city attorney 

explained a recall election 

should have been ordered.  

Wisconsin’s Government 

Accountability Board says 

another vote can be taken, 

or they’ll order it. 

Voters in Minocqua will 

decide tomorrow whether 

or not to build a new shelter 

in Torpy Park, downtown.  

The original plan called for 

a structure over 5300 

square feet and removing 

nearly a dozen trees.  That 

drew swift criticism and the 

plan was tabled until a new 

draft called for a shelter less 

than half the size and only 

five trees, which need to be 

cut down anyway due to 

poor condition, would be 



removed.  The Lions Club 

proposed the project and is 

paying for half of it.   

Congress couldn’t adjourn 

for the year until it passes a 

budget  and other 

spending bills, under a 

proposal from Republican 

Congressman Reid Ribble.  

He says federal lawmakers 

haven’t finished that work 

before leaving, since 1974, 

and he thinks that’s 

unacceptable.  Ribble says 

he’s pushing the proposal 

now, hoping people will put 

pressure on elected officials 

when they’re campaigning. 

 

 
Rhinelander death continues 
to be investigated News 6/25/14 12p,5p 1:30 

State and local authorities 

continue to investigate the 

death of  27-year-old Sean 

O’Corrain of Rhinelander, 

the man who crashed his 

vehicle while police were 

chasing him Monday night. 

 Authorities said a 

Rhinelander officer was 

trying to stop O’Corrain for 



speeding when the chase 

ensued.  He rolled his car 

into a ditch.  He died at the 

scene and injured his 

passenger. 

Wisconsin is one of 15 states 

already meeting new 

academic performance 

requirements for public 

school students with 

disabilities.  The U-S 

Education Department said 

yesterday it would tie 

federal special-ed funding 

to student outcomes, 

instead of just focusing on 

what schools do to 

accommodate kids with 

special needs.  In Wisconsin, 

special needs' students 

perform higher than most 

on math-and-reading tests -

- and they have higher 

graduation rates.  Still, 

groups like Disability Rights 

Wisconsin says the state 

cannot rest on its laurels. 

 State figures show that 14-

percent of Wisconsin public 



schools students, or about 

120-thousand, have 

disabilities. 

Wisconsin's largest county 

might not join others in 

giving voters a say on 

raising the state's minimum 

wage.  Milwaukee County 

Executive Chris (ay-blee) is 

against holding non-binding 

referendums for November 

on the minimum wage and 

two other issues.  That's after 

the county comptroller said 

it would cost up to 120-

thousand dollars to put the 

items on the ballot and 

count the votes.  The 

County Board decides 

tomorrow whether to 

include advisory 

referendums calling for a 

jump in Wisconsin's 

minimum wage to 10.10-an-

hour, to expand federal 

funds for Badger-Care, and 

to let counties appoint their 

executives instead of 

electing them. 
 



 
Body of a St. Point man 
discovered in a pond in Rib 
Mtn. News 6/30/14 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The body of a 49-year old 

Stevens Point man has 

been recovered from a 

pond in Rib Mountain.  The 

Marathon County Sheriff’s 

department got the 911 call 

Saturday afternoon that a 

man was missing while 

swimming with family in a 

two acre pond.  He was 

found about three hours 

later.   

Those traveling during the 

upcoming Independence 

Day weekend could be 

paying the highest holiday 

gas prices in six years.  The 

national average price of 

gas is currently 23 cents per 

gallon more expensive than 

it was on the Fourth of July 

last year. AAA reports the 

statewide average price of 

gas is $3.71 for a gallon of 

regular unleaded. It was 

$3.48 last year on the 

Fourth.  Gas prices have 

declined in the weeks 

leading up to the holiday in 



previous years, but that’s 

not the case this summer. 

Prices have been on the 

rise over the past few 

weeks, due primarily to the 

ongoing violence in Iraq. In 

Wisconsin, about 872,000 

people are expected to 

travel at least 50 miles from 

home during the period 

that runs from Wednesday 

through Sunday. 

Now here’s something you 

don’t hear 

everyday…Appleton police 

say a 52-year-old man was 

bicycling around the Fox 

Cities and stealing parts 

from air conditioning units – 

because he doesn’t like air 

conditioning.  He told 

investigators he had just 

started taking out the 

control switches to disable 

the air conditioning units.  

Police are asking people to 

check their air conditioning, 

if they haven’t used it yet 

this summer, to make sure 



the switches are still there. 

 

 
Storms knock out power in 
parts of the state News 6/30/14 12p,5p 1:30 

Almost 27-hundred electric 

customers in Wisconsin were 

without power early this 

morning  after an apparent 

tornado and heavy rains hit 

the southwest part of the 

state overnight, and two 

waves of hailstorms hit the 

far northwest yesterday. 

 The twister was reported 

around 11in Iowa County, 

with wind damage from 

Highland to near 

Dodgeville. The hailstorms, 

up to one-and-a-half inches 

in diameter, were in 

Douglas, Bayfield, and Iron 

counties. 

Wisconsinites who install 

solar energy systems could 

lose part of their savings on 

their reduced electric 

usage, if they haven't 

already.  Some of the 

state's largest utilities are 

beefing up their fixed 

charges -- the amount all 



customers pay, regardless 

of their energy usage.  We 

Energies has asked the 

state for permission to raise 

its fixed charge from nine-

dollars a month to 16. 

 Wisconsin Public Service 

proposes a doubling of its 

fixed charge to 25-dollars a 

home for home customers, 

and a tripling to 35 for 

businesses.  Falling prices 

and better technology 

have made solar energy a 

much better bargain than it 

used to be -- and the higher 

fixed charges on electric 

bills are designed to have 

those customers pay their 

fair share of things like 

power lines and sub-

stations. 

E-S-P-N says Jason Kidd will 

become the next coach of 

the Milwaukee Bucks -- if 

Kidd's present team in 

Brooklyn agrees to take a 

second-round draft pick as 

compensation.  Several 



media reports said the 

Bucks rejected the Nets' 

apparent demand for a 

first-round pick.   It's the only 

issue left -- and there won't 

be deal if it doesn't happen 

by the end of tonight. 
 

 

 


