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McKenzie River Broadcasting Co., Inc. 
 

Each quarter, on January 10, April 10, July 10 & October 10, we place in our 
public inspection file a list of what are considered to be the most significant 
Problems, Needs and Issues of the Springfield-Eugene, Oregon, community. 
 
Along with this list are the programs that were aired to deal with these problems, 
needs and issues. 
 

ASCERTAINMENT METHODS 
 

To ascertain these problems, needs and issues, McKenzie River Broadcasting 
Co., Inc., employs a Public Affairs Director who, within the natural course of news 
gathering, is made aware of problems, needs and issues in the community. The 
views of citizens of the community and civic leaders regarding community 
problems, needs and issues are also ascertained during meetings and 
interviews. Problems, needs and issues are also ascertained during interaction 
with members of the public. 

 
PROGRAMMING 

 
To air information about these problems, needs and issues, McKenzie River 
Broadcasting Co., Inc., relies on the following methods: 
 

1. Bona Fide Newscasts: These include news stories and segments that 
target these problems, needs and issues. 

 
2. Community Forum: This is a 15-30 minute weekly program that offers 

in-depth examinations of community problems, needs and issues. 
  



McKENZIE RIVER BROADCASTING 4Q, 2020, ISSUES LIST: 
KKNU-FM / KMGE-FM / KEUG-FM 

 
Quarter October 1 through December 31, 2020 
 *Note: Major breaking news stories during the quarter that fall under these categories will 

be added as is appropriate and reflected in daily news and public service postings 
1-
tie 

HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH: COVID-19; Mental health; Opioid epidemic, drug abuse; Legal 
cannabis products; Oregon Health Plan (Medicaid) and CCOs, ACA battles; Prescription drug 
prices; Obesity, diabetes & healthy eating; Food and product recalls; Legal battles over abortion 
and reproduction; Women’s health; Flu, STDs; Measles, other outbreaks, debate over vaccines; 
Immunizations; Environmental health, wildfire smoke, overall air quality; Safe water; Assisted 
suicide. 

1-
tie 

DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, WEATHER, AGRICULTURE, WILDLIFE, FISHERIES, 
RECREATION: McKenzie wildfire and other fires; Disaster preparedness; Air quality; Climate 
change, COVID-19; Snowpack, drought; Legislative “cap & trade” debate; Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Sustainable landscaping; Earthquake, “Climate Kids” lawsuit; Cannabis & hemp; 
Pollinators; Pesticides, herbicides; Cougar, wolves; Ocean health, Fisheries; Forest, wildlife, 
habitat; Power generation; Alternate energy; Hazardous materials. 

3 RACIAL JUSTICE, RACISM, BLACKS, LATINX, NATIVE AMERICANS, IMMIGRATION, CIVIL 
RIGHTS, CIVIL LIBERTIES, HUMAN RIGHTS, DISABILITIES, LEGAL, COMMUNITY, FAMILY, 
YOUTH, ELDERS, RELIGION, WOMEN, LGBTQ, SEXUAL HARASSMENT: Racial equality 
and administration of justice; Civil rights, Civil liberties; COVID-19; Older adults; Families and 
children; Youth programs & protection; Domestic-sexual violence; Immigration-DACA, LatinX 
community; LGBTQ; Fair housing; Privacy, cybersecurity; Religion, churches; Community and 
charitable events; Older adults; Pets, animal rights. 

4 CRIME, SAFETY, POLICING, LAW ENFORCEMENT, ILLEGAL DRUGS: Police funding and 
policing guidelines; Community enforcement, social service funding shift; protests, rioting; 
COVID-19; Drug & alcohol abuse, treatment; Mental health; Traffic safety; Human trafficking; 
Youth protection; School safety; Child abuse; Gangs; Cybersecurity; Severe weather, storms, 
natural disasters; Terrorism. 

5 SCHOOLS, EDUCATION: COVID-19 & post-wildfire home learning; Local-state budgets for 
higher ed, community colleges, K-12 education; College affordability; Curriculum, academic 
standards; Student honors; Student activism; Teacher contracts; New schools; Knight Science 
Complex. 

6 ECONOMY, BUSINESS, GROWTH, DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING, UTILITIES, COLLEGE & 
PRO SPORTS, EVENTS: COVID-19; Unemployment, workforce training; Rioting; Economy; 
Economic, downtown development, urban renewal, urban density; Affordable housing; UO-OSU 
Athletics teams, funding; Sports events; Hayward Field & UO Science construction; rebuild, Civic 
Park; Rural development, urban growth boundary; Road improvements; Local tech; Personal 
finance; Consumer prices; Legal cannabis; Immigration economics; Retirement concerns; County 
courthouse, city hall; Agriculture and farms; Technology; Energy prices, development; 
Cybersecurity and breaches. 

7 SOCIAL SERVICES, LOW-INCOME, HOUSING, HOMELESSNESS: Wildfire housing; COVID-
19; Debate over police funding shifts to social services; Affordable housing; Homeless veterans, 
individuals, families, youth; Homeless “rest stops”; “The Working Poor”; Minimum wage and living 
wages; Community agencies; Mental health; Older adults: Protection, health, housing, finances /  

  



8 POLITICS, ELECTIONS, GOVERNMENT: COVID-19; Special legislative session & emergency 
funding; Federal stimulus, state and local programs; Racial justice & policing; School funding; 
Elections; Timber Unity, climate change bills; Trump administration, Congress, Federal and state 
courts; Immigration and border; Health care; Women; Offshore drilling, pipelines, oil trains, other 
environmental matters; Gun control, mass shootings, school violence; Mental health treatment; 
Marijuana and cannabis enforcement; Opioid epidemic; Low-income, affordable housing; 
Cybersecurity, data breaches /  

9 TRANSPORTATION: COVID-19; Infrastructure needs and projects, I-105, Franklin Blvd., Local 
repaving; Road and gas fees and taxes; Pedestrian, biker, rider safety; Hiking-biking trails; 
Airlines; Eugene’s airport; Lane Transit District; Hybrid, electric vehicles; Airline disruptions; 
Boeing 737 investigations; Spring-summer travel; Rail safety. 

10 MILITARY, VETERANS, WAR ON TERRORISM: COVID-19; Veterans, jobs, mental health 
(PTSD, suicide, etc.) and homelessness; Military families; Homeland and local security; 
Balancing terrorism with civil rights; National Guard deployments; Oregonians in the military; 
hacking and privacy. 

The 4th Quarter, 2020, Issues List was formulated at a virtual public meeting on Wed., Oct. 7, 
2020, by Tracy Berry - KKNU-FM, Mary Reilly - KMGE-FM, and from previous quarters’ 
ascertainments, conversations, phone calls, and emails with listeners. 

  



A Note About This Quarter’s Top Issues 

An extraordinary year came to a close, but its extraordinary issues continue. 

We started 2020 with the pandemic arriving in Lane County. It became the 
dominant issue in our First Quarter filings as the most significant public health 
crisis of our lifetimes. We focused on education, public health, public safety, and 
assessed local needs and resources. 

Our Second Quarter postings reflected expanded concerns as the pandemic 
widened and our region struggled under the economic closures and 
unemployment driven by the rapid rise in infections and the evolving 
understanding of the virus. Added to that, a new major issue: The generational 
debate over racial equity and the administration of justice, coupled with protests, 
counterprotests, a handful of riots and local curfews, public discussions of 
government spending, policing, mental health treatment, and more. 

The Third Quarter of 2020 opened with both major issues still at the forefront of 
our coverage. Then on Labor Day, they were joined by a staggering local 
disaster as an unusually strong weather event packing hot, dry east winds helped 
spark a series of wildfires. They included the Holiday Farm Fire, which swept 
down the scenic McKenzie River Valley causing devastation for close to 13 
miles. It forced thousands to evacuate and sent our air quality indexes to 
dangerously unhealthy levels, choking much of Western Oregon with thick smoke 
for close to two weeks. Hundreds of homes were destroyed. The burn zone 
includes ten miles of some of the most iconic stretches of the McKenzie River 
that are a mainstay for local tourism and economic activity. A string of once 
picturesque communities lies in ruins as residents and neighbors work to rebuild. 

As the Fourth Quarter of 2020 arrived, McKenzie River Broadcasting stations 
continued their expanded coverage of the pandemic, the economy, wildfire 
recovery, racial equity, and the administration of justice These issues were 
covered far beyond the ordinary scope of our public affairs programming and 
daily newscasts as they touched on every facet of life, from education to 
recreation. 

Our commitment to our communities remains strong and we remain a leader 
among local broadcast organizations in serving our listeners during these 
extraordinary times. 

Tracy Berry 
Public Affairs Director, McKenzie River Broadcasting 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Disasters, Environment, Health, Safety, Community 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 10/04/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST:  
Name, Title, Organization: Kevin Bladon, Chris Dunn, David Blunck and Jeff 
Hatten, Professors and scientists in water & soil quality, wildfires & embers, 
erosion. Oregon State University 
Contact information: via sean.nealon@oregonstate.edu , 541-737-0787 
City and State: Corvallis, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
This morning, we’re talking about water and soil and embers in the wake of the 
devastating Labor Day wildfires across Oregon, including the Holiday Farm Fire 
up the McKenzie Valley. As experts assess the damage, we speak with four 
experts from Oregon State University about the implications for public and private 
forestlands, habitats, soil and water quality, and erosion. We also learn more 
about embers, which are the focus of increased study for their role in rapidly 
spreading fires during high winds. We talk about how homeowners and property 
owners can work to safeguard their land and homes. And we also learn about the 
implications of erosion and wildfire ash in streams and rivers for those far outside 
the fire zone, including for customers of the Eugene Water & Electric Board, for 
years to come. 
  



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: HEALTH, COMMUNITY 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 10/11/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST:  
Name, Title, Organization: Dr. Tom Jean, Epidemiologist with the Oregon Health 
Authority; Robb Cowie, Communications Specialist with the Oregon Health 
Authority; Michelle Neice of DHM Research, Victoria Lara of Lara Media 
Contact information: via Robb.Cowie@state.or.us , 503-421-7684 
City and State: Portland and Salem, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
Two new statewide surveys find a large majority of Oregonians are taking steps 
to limit their exposure to COVID-19. But there remain those who don’t take 
precautions, often because they don’t think that they’re at risk. State officials 
shared the results of those surveys this week. We hear from leaders with the 
Oregon Health Authority, the pollster, and health marketing experts about what 
the numbers mean and how to persuade those who are disregarding COVID 
precautions to protect themselves and others—and get a vaccine when it 
becomes available. 
  



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: HEALTH, COMMUNITIES, EVENTS, BUSINESS, FAMILIES 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 10/18/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Dr. Patrick Allen, Director; Dr. Dean Sidelinger, State 
Health Officer; Robb Cowie, External Communications – all from the Oregon 
Health Authority 
Contact information: via Robb.Cowie@state.or.us , 503-421-7684 
City and State: Portland and Salem, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
Surging cases, rising deaths, and concerns about what the rest of the year might 
bring. This morning on Community Forum, another update from experts with the 
Oregon Health Authority, who discuss everything from Halloween safety to the 
coming flu season. We start with the situation here in Lane County, which on 
Friday joined four other counties—Benton, Clatsop, Malheur, and Umatilla—on 
the state’s COVID-19 “Watch List.” County officials said on Thursday there has 
been an alarming, 760 percent increase in the number of weekly cases since 
mid-August. Lane County’s positivity rate among those being tested has climbed, 
from 6.1 percent to 8.6 percent. At the same time, contact tracers are having a 
difficult time tracing the source of some transmissions or getting hold of some 
who might have been exposed to the coronavirus. They say there are a growing 
number of people who either are “not available to be reached” or, when reached, 
are not willing to complying with isolation and quarantine. With 155 people who 
currently either cannot be reached or are considered non-compliant, and with 
health investigators unable to determine the source of infection for just shy of half 
of our recent cases, Lane County met the criteria to be placed on the state’s 
“COVID-19 Watch List.” When a county is placed on the state’s Watch List, the 
Oregon Health Authority increases monitoring and communication, and deploys 
additional technical assistance and resources to help with case investigations 
and contact tracing, as well a clinical support. Leaders of the Oregon Health 
Authority, including Director Patrick Allen, State Health Officer Dr. Dean 



Sidelinger, and Director of Communications Robb Cowie, emphasized the 
importance of Oregonians being more careful—wearing masks, physically 
distancing, not holding a lot of gatherings with people from outside your 
household. But Patrick Allen says for whatever reason, that message still is not 
resonating with everyone. There’s plenty of alarm about the possibility of the 
“twindemic,” which is why Sidelinger and Allen are urging everyone six months 
and older who do not have other health considerations such as recent 
chemotherapy or radiation treatment, an organ transplant, or autoimmune 
disease to get their flu vaccine now. They note the flu vaccine may take up to two 
weeks to become effective. COVID-19 is reshaping how Oregonians celebrate 
holidays, including Halloween. Health officials say there are ways to celebrate 
safely. But they discourage traditional trick-or-treating. That seems 
counterintuitive to some, since the activity often takes place outdoors. But health 
experts say there are other considerations. As we head toward the end of the 
year, we’re heading into the holiday travel season—and more warning about the 
increased risk of transmitting the virus to those might become desperately ill or 
die. 

  



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: HEALTH, EDUCATION, COMMUNITY, EVENTS, FAMILY 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 10/25/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Jason Davis, Communications Specialist, and Patrick 
Luedtke, Senior Public Health Officer – both from Lane County Public Health; 
Kay Jarvis, Public Affairs Specialist, University of Oregon. 
Contact information: via jasondavis@lanecountyor.gov , 541-682-8707 
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
Another challenging week trying to contain the spread of the coronavirus in Lane 
County and across Oregon. Lane County Public Health officials said this week 
they continue to see a growth in cases among young adults, including the 
college-age population which accounts for more than one-third of cases in recent 
outbreaks. Public health communications specialist Jason Davis discusses those 
and other outbreak trends and the challenges of persuading young adults to 
change their behaviors to protect others. The University of Oregon’s Kay Jarvis 
discusses similar efforts on campus, including through residence halls and 
affiliated fraternities and sororities, as well as expanded testing efforts. 
  



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: ELDERS, HEALTH, LOW-INCOME, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 11/01/20 and 11/08/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Brian Price, SHIBA Volunteer, Oregon Senior Health 
Insurance Benefits Assistance program (Oregon SHIBA) 
Contact information: via shiba.oregon.gov 541-736-4421 
City and State: Lane County, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
If you or someone you know is on Medicare, they are right in the middle of the 
open enrollment period for Medicare Part D and prescription drug plans. 
Medicare plans and drug formularies change each year. So it’s important to 
evaluate your plan options and individual medical needs each year and make 
changes, if needed. The Oregon Senior Health Insurance Benefits Assistance or 
SHIBA program has trained volunteers who can help you with your research. 
They don’t sell insurance. They help you make the choice that is the best fit for 
your needs. And it’s while the program is operating by phone and online this 
year, the volunteers and their advice remain as useful as ever. Brian Price, a 
longtime SHIBA volunteer, provides an overview of everything from Medicare 
Advantage and MediGap plans, to changes in local insurer offerings. He also 
offers tips on protecting your personal information from scammers. 
  



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: COMMUNITY, EVENTS, YOUTH, FAMILIES, SPORTS, BUSINESS, 
IMMIGRATION, LATINX, EDUCATION 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 11/15/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Clare Feighan, Director, Downtown Languages 
Contact information: clare@downtownlanguages.org  
City and State: Springfield, Oregon 
Name, Title, Organization: Derek Johnson, Director, Eugene Civic Alliance 
Contact information: info@eugenecivicalliance.org  
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
We focus on two major fundraisers for two local organizations. First, we learn 
about Downtown Languages, which provides English-language instruction to 
local residents, many of whom are in the workforce. Others are students or family 
members. Clare Feighan says these are motivated students who are to be a full 
member of the community as they work in various jobs, pay taxes, and learn 
languages to help them better use their set of skills in appropriate jobs. The 
organization started in 2004 when Lane Community College moved its English as 
a Second Language program to its main campus. Downtown Languages 
provides not just language course, but citizenship classes, drivers’ license 
classes, even family literacy courses. While the majority of students are from the 
Latinx community, they have served immigrants from dozens of countries. Then, 
we get an update on the fundraising efforts for Eugene Civic Park. The multisport 
facility on the former site of Eugene’s Civic Stadium is hosting indoor activities in 
its new fieldhouse and outdoor activities on its new playing fields. Derek Johnson 
with the Eugene Civic Alliance talks about the next phase of fundraising—a major 
matching grant, as well as youth sports activities and how the project is the 
culmination of a lot of dreams and a lot of hard work. The McKenzie Oaks Ranch 
Fund, the charitable arm of the Jaqua Family, is pledging $1 million if the 
foundation raises $2 million. Johnson says the response has been great. And he 



says the need is great. Eugene has a chronic shortage of sports fields and 
courts. He says children with healthy bodies have healthier habits and minds. He 
also talks about the importance of having this facility in the community, even 
during the pandemic, and how children learn important skills to help them 
navigate life. 
  



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, COMMUNITY, EVENTS 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 11/22/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Kelly Bell, Coordinator, Lane County Master 
Recyclers 
Contact information: Kelly.bell@lanecountyor.gov  
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
The pandemic has altered how we celebrate the holidays, as well as how we 
handle decorations and gift-giving. But with the rise in online ordering and 
shipping, plus all of the packaging, how do you create a holiday season that isn’t 
clogging the landfill or overfilling your recycling bin? How do you adjust to smaller 
gatherings and perhaps a greatly reduce budget because of changes in family 
income and employment? We chat with Kelly Bell, Lane County’s Master 
Recycling Coordinator, who has ideas about food recycling, gift giving, and ways 
to spend more time with the family that do not involve buying something but 
instead giving the gift of your time—whether to your children and family, your 
friends, or community organizations and those in need. 
  



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: BUSINESS, ECONOMY, HEALTH, EDUCATION 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 11/29/20 and 12/06/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Robert Killen, Director, Lane Small Business 
Development Center 
Contact information: killenr@lanecc.edu , 541-463-6200 
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
The Lane Small Business Development Center (SBDC) provides services to 
small-and mid-sized businesses throughout Lane County. During the pandemic, 
those services are needed more than ever. We chat with Robert Killen from the 
SBDC about how the effort has changed since the start of the pandemic. Them, 
businesses were scrambling to retain customers and needed advice on safe 
ways to remain open; how to close with minimal disruption; how to shift to online, 
phone and curbside orders and delivery; even how to close cleanly or file for 
bankruptcy protection. Longer-term, there’s been an increased effort to connect 
businesses with grants and loans to help them through the later phases of the 
pandemic. The SBDC has shifted its training, classes, and counseling to be 
accessed online and by phone. He discusses outreach to businesses throughout 
Eugene-Springfield, as well as the importance of assisting businesses in rural 
Lane County, from Veneta to Coburg, Cottage Grove to Oakridge, Junction City 
to Florence. He talks about the importance of technology for doing business and 
connecting and educating the workforce. And Killen offers advice for holiday 
shoppers and consumers year-round about how to help local businesses. It starts 
with shopping locally. He outlines the significant economic impacts. 
  



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: EDUCATION, FAMILIES, YOUTH, HEALTH, DISASTERS, 
COMMUNITY, EVENTS 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 12/13/20 and 12/20/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Austin Nieve, Kari Rosenfeld, SMART Reading 
program, South Valley Area 
Contact information: krosenfeld@smartreading.org   
City and State: Springfield, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
The pandemic ahs posed such a challenge for families, especially for those with 
younger children who would ordinarily be in school learning critical skills such as 
reading. The SMART Reading program, which once placed volunteers in schools 
to read with children, quickly became an online program to service many more 
youngsters across Lane County. Now, the sessions are delivered online, with 
stories recorded by various longtime volunteers, “pen pal” programs to help 
children and volunteers remain in touch; and tips for parents on not only helping 
their child to learn to read, but to develop a love of reading. But where once only 
a single copy or two of a book was needed at each school, the virtual version of 
SMART Reading requires books for every child to have at their home. That’s 
where the World Read Aloud Day fundraiser on Feb. 5 and current donations 
now make the difference. They purchase copies of those books for kids. We also 
learn about how the program quickly put together close to 400 backpacks of 
books for children up the McKenzie Valley in the wake of the Holiday Farm Fire. 
For many who lost their homes, these are the only books the family owns. And 
we receive tips for families on how to read with your children and learn about 
related fun activities. 
  



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: LOW-INCOME, HOUSING, FAMILIES, COMMUNITY, BUSINESS, 
ECONOMY, EDUCATION 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 12/27/20 AND 01/03/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Ross Kanaga, Financial Innovation Manager, DevNW 
Contact information: ross.kanaga@devnw.org  
City and State: Springfield, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
As we ring out 2020 and ring in 202, isn’t it time for some New Year’s financial 
resolutions? As he does every year, Ross Kanaga joins us from Dev NW. The 
local non-profit teaches financial literacy and financial independence, offering 
classes on topics ranging from saving and responsible spending to first-time 
homebuying, starting a business or side hustle, and eliminating debt. The 
organization has moved to all online or by-phone operations during the pandemic 
but still offers financial and debt counseling. Dev NW offers an annual pass: $75 
gives your entire household unlimited access to its classes and counseling. 
Some of the course target young adults ages 16-24 and people preparing for 
retirement. Kanaga says many people are wondering this month what to do with 
those $600 stimulus payments: reduce debt, build savings, or both? He suggests 
first putting some money into an emergency savings fund to help tide you over 
for at least a month should you have a disruption to your life or employment. 

  



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
10/01/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

DISASTERS, HEALTH: If you evacuated during the Holiday Farm Fire, Lane 
County Public Health is holding three days of COVID-19 testing opportunities. 
Health experts say they know the evacuations, move to shelters and hotel rooms, 
transporting animals, and picking up relief supplies might have put some 
evacuees in close contact with others. While many events and activities took 
place outdoors with physical distancing, this is a way to learn whether you were or 
were not exposed. The testing is being conducted in partnership with the Oregon 
Health Authority and takes place next week, on: Wednesday, October 7, from 
2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Thursday, October 8, 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Friday, 
October 9, 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. All testing takes place in the Fairgrounds 
Parking Lot outside the Lane Events Center. That’s at 796 West 13th Avenue in 
Eugene. Please bring your insurance card if you have insurance.  The test is free 
regardless of insurance status, but insurance reimbursements can help the 
county fund future testing events. If you have any questions, contact Lane County 
Public Health at 541-682-4041. Public health officials also are working to 
schedule additional testing in some rural communities and among the LatinX 
population starting as early as October 10 and October 11. They say this sort of 
COVID-19 testing helps health experts get a better sense of how widespread the 
virus is in various groups and communities. That, in turn, allows faster isolation of 
patients to reduce the spread of the coronavirus. / HEALTH: Lane County Public 
Health on Wednesday reported 34 new cases of COVID-19 and one new case 
associated with a long-term care facility. Officials say there are 185 people 
considered infectious and isolating at home. Eleven people are hospitalized, up 
one from the day before. Eighteen people have died since mid-March. New 
numbers from the Oregon Health Authority indicate ten of those deaths are tied to 
an outbreak that began last month at Evergreen Memory Care in the Bethel area. 
Lane County’s newest case tied to a long-term care setting is a staff member at 
the Good Samaritan Society facility on West 10th Avenue in Eugene. Health 
investigators say the person does NOT provide direct patient care. They add that 
managers of the facility are working closely with Lane County health experts to 
prevent additional spread. / COMMUNITY, EDUCATION, HEALTH: It is an 
indirect way to test for the presence of COVID-19 but researchers say it can help 
communities track and pinpoint cases in neighborhoods and even individual 
buildings. Scientists with Oregon State University have been sampling and testing 
wastewater at locations in Corvallis and elsewhere across the state to help 
officials detect possible outbreaks. They’ve also done extensive sampling on 



campus. This week, investigators said they have detected moderate genetic 
signals of the virus that causes COVID-19 in sewer outflows from a residence hall 
on OSU’s campus, as well as from a privately owned student apartment building 
just north of campus. Now the TRACE Team, as it’s known, is following up by 
conducting rapid-response diagnostic testing to determine if students living in 
those buildings carry the virus. The students in both buildings have the option of 
being tested or quarantining for 14 days. The on-campus students would 
quarantine in a university residence hall designated for COVID-19 isolation or at 
home; off-campus students would quarantine in a single room at the private 
building or at home. Each week, the OSU TRACE team conducts routine, random 
COVID-19 testing of up to 1,000 faculty, staff and students and wastewater 
analysis to monitor the presence of the virus at Oregon State’s campuses in 
Corvallis and Bend and at the Hatfield Marine Science Center in Newport. / 
DISASTERS, WEATHER: A warning this week from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers: Last month’s devastating Oregon wildfires might lead to increased risk 
of flooding in the Willamette Valley, the Umpqua River Basin, and along the 
Rogue River. Wildfires strip hillsides of protective vegetation including trees, 
shrubs, grasses, and mosses that normally absorb rainfall and slow its journey to 
nearby streams and rivers. Burned root systems no longer help secure soil. The 
result: The rain strikes the exposed soil harder, leading to faster erosion and 
runoff laden with sediment. What does that mean downstream? Hydrologists say 
this Fall and Winter—and for the next few years—even smaller storms have the 
potential to cause flooding, debris flows and mudslides, and to add extra 
sediment to rivers and waterways downstream of burned areas. If you live 
downstream, now is the time to think about protecting yourself, your family, and 
your property: Now is a good time to clean out draws and drainages around your 
property. This includes brush and other debris that could keep water from flowing 
into a culvert or drain. Consider purchasing flood insurance. Even areas not 
normally prone to flooding can flood after a wildfire. Should the risk of flooding 
occur, take steps to protect yourself and your property: Secure outdoor items or 
store them inside. Prepare a “go bag” and have a plan in case of evacuation 
notices. See www.ready.gov/kit for more. Monitor weather forecasts and flood 
warnings on www.weather.gov ; Have questions about wildfires and insurance? 
The Oregon Department of Consumer & Business Services is hosting a virtual 
town hall today (Oct. 1) at noon. Oregon Insurance Commissioner Andrew Stolfi 
will be joined during the virtual Wildfire Insurance Town Hall by representatives 
from the Oregon Division of Financial Regulation to answer common questions 
about wildfire insurance, the claims process, and how the division can help 
Oregonians. “Our goal for the wildfire town hall is to provide Oregonians with 
important information they can use right now to take some initial steps toward 
recovery,” said Stolfi, who is also the director of the Department of Consumer and 
Business Services. “Recovery will take time, but we are here to help Oregonians 
through every phase of their insurance claim.” Oregonians may submit questions 
online ahead of time. The commissioner and division representatives will answer 
as many questions as possible during the event. The town hall will be recorded 
and captioned in both English and Spanish for people who have difficulty hearing, 
as well as many of those who are not native English speakers. That recording will 
be made available as soon as the captioning is complete. ; The Holiday Farm Fire 
now is 65 percent contained and remains at slightly more than 173,000 acres. 



Incident managers say many hazards remain in the fire area. These include fire 
weakened trees, stump holes, ash pits and more. Additionally, heavy equipment, 
trucks and other firefighting apparatus remain active in the fire area. Staying off 
the roadways and out of the fire area allows these personnel to be 
effective. Firefighters are continuing to detect and mop up hot spots, and patrol 
fire lines. In areas where the fire line is secure, restoration work has begun. This 
includes constructing water bars on roadways and fire lines and knocking down 
berms along dozer lines. Smoke continues to be visible from within the fire 
perimeter and will be well into the winter. Firefighting efforts are concentrated on 
the perimeter to prevent further spread. That means some unburned trees might 
continue to catch fire, but officials say they are located well within the perimeter 
and should not be reported to 9-1-1. For fire information inquiries, call (541) 357-
9729 or visit https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7170/. The Holiday Farm Fire 
Facebook page will also continue with updates.; Pilot cars operated by the 
Oregon Department of Transportation are scheduled in the closure zone of the 
McKenzie Highway at limited times this week during the following hours: Morning: 
8 a.m. west to east / 9 a.m. east to west. Evening: 4 p.m. west to east / 5 p.m. 
east to west / 6 p.m. west to east. The pilot cars are being operated from two 
miles east of Vida at milepost 27.55 to east of Finn Rock at milepost 38. This 
allows residents to travel safely through multiple work zones where hazard trees 
are being removed. ; Oregon Department of Transportation crews continue to 
make progress clearing and repairing roads damaged by wildfire around the state, 
but say there still is a lot of work to do before roads are fully reopened in parts of 
Oregon. Roughly 47 miles of highway remain closed, down from a peak of 244 
after the outbreak of the Labor Day fires. About 43 miles of roadway are open to 
traffic only traveling in convoys led by pilot vehicles. During the past week, ODOT 
crews removed trees that were considered an imminent threat to roadways, fire 
crews, and drivers along 95 miles of fire-damaged areas. Crews also are 
assessing and repairing burned and damaged culverts, guardrails, pavement, 
slopes, traffic signs and other equipment. Along Oregon Highway 126-E in the 
McKenzie Valley, transportation crews have cleared “imminent threat” trees along 
24 miles of roadway. They have assessed 19 bridges and 32 out of 134 culverts. 
They say none of the bridges or culverts were damaged, although some needed 
to be cleared of debris. Of the 494 traffic and other signs they assessed up the 
McKenzie, 424 need to be replaced. Crews also inspected all 45 miles of 
guardrails. Slightly more than one-and-one-third miles will need to be replaced. 
While Oregon Highway 126 remains closed through the heart of the burn zone, 
U.S. Highway 20 to the north and Oregon Highway 58 to the south remain open 
across the Cascades with no restrictions. One other note from the Oregon 
Department of Transportation: Even after roads are fully reopened, heavy rain this 
fall and winter will be a concern in fire-scorched areas. ODOT might need to 
conduct further work to stabilize hillsides or clear debris that falls. Possible slides 
and debris flows are a particular concern – especially after it rains – in areas 
where fire has stripped away vegetation, tree roots and underbrush. Drivers 
should check TripCheck.com for updates on closures. / ANIMALS, COMMUNITY, 
DISASTERS: Lane County Animal Services is hosting a thank-you event for 
volunteers who assisted with animal care at the Lane County Fairgrounds in 
response to the Holiday Farm Fire on Friday at the Lane Events Center Livestock 
Pavilion. “The volunteers who gave their time to help care for the animals 



evacuated to the Lane County Fairgrounds are incredible,” said Lane County 
Animal Welfare Officer Elyse Larkin. “We could not have provided shelter, food 
and veterinary care to more than 500 animals without their assistance and I am 
so awed by how supportive our community is when others are in need.” 
Volunteers included the Sheriff’s Office Mounted Posse, local 4H groups, local 
veterinarians, and several others – including people who had themselves been 
evacuated. “This event will give us an opportunity to express our gratitude for 
their hard work and support over the past three weeks,” said Larkin. The event is 
limited to volunteers and their families to ensure adequate physical distancing 
space. Pizza is being provided by The Hope Project and Roaring Rapids Pizza. / 
COMMUNITY, ANIMALS: Lane County Parks has opened a small dog park at 
Armitage Park north of Eugene for dogs weighing less than 25 pounds. The 
original Armitage dog park is an incredibly popular spot, but small dog owners 
wanted a place where their pets could play safely away from larger dogs. The 
small dog park was funded primarily through community donations. It was 
christened the “Archie’s Small Dog Park” in memory of a little dog with a big 
dream whose owner wishes to remain anonymous. Armitage Park remains home 
to its original existing dog park that serves dogs of all sizes. / CRIME: A Cheshire 
man who is a former Eugene-Springfield Fire Department paramedic is facing 
federal charges of illegally obtaining controlled substances from a local pharmacy 
and using them to drug and rape multiple women. 44-year-old Edward Augustus 
Blake was named in the federal complaint with conspiring to possess with intent 
to distribute fentanyl, morphine, ketamine, and midazolam. Blake was charged 
earlier in Lane County Circuit Court with first degree rape and sodomy, 
strangulation, causing another person to ingest a controlled substance, and 
unlawful delivery of a controlled substance. Blake remains in state custody 
pending trial in Lane County. In the coming weeks, he is expected to make his 
first appearance in federal court. In court documents, prosecutors say that, as a 
paramedic, Blake had access to controlled substances from PeaceHealth’s 
pharmacy in Springfield. They allege that between January of 2016 and 
September of 2019 he took approximately 343 vials of the drugs from the 
pharmacy but did not enter them into his ambulance’s inventory. Instead, they say 
Blake used the drugs to sexually assault at least three local women. In 
September of last year, Springfield Police officers responded to McKenzie 
Willamette Hospital after a female victim reported being sexually assaulted by a 
man claiming to be a Eugene-Springfield firefighter. The woman said she began 
communicating with the man through Craigslist. Before they agreed to meet, 
Blake allegedly sent the victim pictures of various medical supplies including 
medications he claimed to have taken from the ambulance in which he worked. 
On September 10, 2019, Blake and the victim agreed to meet at a Springfield 
motel. The woman told police Blake choked her from behind until she lost 
consciousness and that when she regained consciousness, she found an 
intravenous (IV) needle in her arm. She said Blake forced her to take several 
medications including fentanyl and sexually assaulted her while she was 
unconscious. Investigators learned that Blake, using his Oregon driver’s license, 
rented rooms at the motel on 17 separate occasions. Law enforcement spoke 
with Blake who confirmed that he was employed as a firefighter and admitted he 
posted personal ads on Craigslist. He further admitted he had sexual intercourse 
with the victim and placed an IV in her arm. As part of the investigation, detectives 



identified two additional victims who reported receiving controlled substances 
from Blake. One of the victims was hospitalized several times while she knew 
Blake. Each time she was hospitalized, prosecutors say Blake would show up at 
her hospital room and administer drugs to her through her IV. She recalled Blake 
telling her to sell the drugs but warned her not to let anyone keep the vials, 
because they could be traced back to him. The case was investigated by the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration with assistance from the FBI and the Springfield 
Police Department. Investigators also are seeking the public’s help to identify 
additional potential victims who might have had contact with Blake. If you have 
any reason to believe you or someone you know may be a victim or have 
additional information about other potential crimes, contact the FBI at (503) 224-
4181 or submit a tip online at https://tips.fbi.gov / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: The 
Oregon Employment Department this week began paying out new federal 
assistance for unemployed workers. The funding is being delivered through the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency and is known as Lost Wages 
Assistance or L-W-A. Under the effort, which was authorized in an executive 
order, qualifying unemployed Oregonians will receive $300 per week in addition to 
their regular unemployment benefit for an estimated three to five weeks. Most 
payments will be automatic and are retroactive to the week ending August 1. 
Qualifying Oregonians include those who were receiving regular unemployment 
insurance (UI) benefits, Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation 
(PEUC), and Extended Benefits (EB), along with those receiving Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance (PUA) benefits. LWA claimants will receive the 
individual $300 payments for each week they are eligible via their current method 
of payment. Claimants with electronic deposit—such as direct deposit or 
ReliaCard—should see funds in their accounts within three business days. 
Yesterday, on the first day payments were issued, the state employment agency 
sent $225 million in LWA money to close to 148,000 people. Officials say the 
benefits will be issued to newly eligible claimants as they are received until the 
LWA funds run out. But to receive these benefits, you must go online to the 
Oregon Employment department’s Online Claim portal and complete a quick 
process to “self-certify.” When you self-certify, you are indicating that you are 
receiving unemployment benefits for COVID-19-related reasons. If you have not 
yet self-certified, you can still do so. There is no cut-off date for self-certification. 
But since funds are limited, Employment Department officials encourage anyone 
who has not self-certified certified to do so immediately. Oregonians automatically 
qualified for LWA if they: Received unemployment benefits from July 26, 2020, 
through September 5, 2020; and Were either receiving PUA benefits during that 
time or they self-certified they were unemployed or partially unemployed due to 
disruptions caused by COVID-19. Claimants receiving regular unemployment 
insurance (UI) benefits, Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation 
(PEUC), and Extended Benefits (EB) may self-certify for LWA using the Online 
Claim System. Individuals receiving Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) 
do not need to certify because they certified when first applying for PUA benefits. 
LWA was retroactive to eligible claimants for weeks ending: August 1, 2020; 
August 8, 2020; August 15, 2020; August 22, 2020; August 29, 2020; and 
September 5, 2020. LWA payments are taxable under federal law, just like 
regular unemployment insurance (UI) or Pandemic Unemployment Assistance 
(PUA) benefits. If taxes are withheld from other benefits, they will also be withheld 



from the LWA benefits. / DISASTERS, COMMUNITY: Beleaguered firefighters in 
the western United States have a new force on their side: Baby Yoda. In early 
September, A 5-year-old Oregon boy named Carver and his grandmother 
delivered a toy version of "The Mandalorian" alien to a donation center for 
firefighters. The toy came with a handwritten note from Carver saying the toy was 
meant to be "a friend" in case they got lonely. Since then, Baby Yoda has been to 
four wildfires in two states, ridden in helicopters and checked people's 
temperatures for COVID-19 symptoms. Baby Yoda's adventures are chronicled 
on a Facebook page, and firefighters say the toy has given them a much-needed 
morale boost as they battle flames that have claimed homes and lives. / LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, RACIAL JUSTICE, GOVERNMENT: U.S. authorities 
on Wednesday rejected a request from the mayor of Portland, Oregon, to end the 
federal deputation of dozens of police officers as part of the response to ongoing 
protests. Deputizing Portland officers gives federal prosecutors the option to 
charge those they arrest with federal crimes, which often have more severe 
penalties. Portland has seen violent protests almost nightly for more than four 
months since George Floyd was killed by police in Minneapolis. Fifty-six city 
police officers were deputized before a rally in the city last weekend by the far-
right Proud Boys group. / ELECTIONS, GOVERNMENT: Twelve Democratic 
governors have issued a joint statement defending American democracy, vowing 
that every ballot will be counted in the election after President Donald Trump 
sowed distrust during the first presidential debate. Trump claimed without 
evidence Tuesday night that mail voting is ripe for fraud, and he refused to say 
whether he would accept the results. The governors said Wednesday that efforts 
to toss ballots or refuse a peaceful transfer of power "are nothing less than an 
assault on democracy." Signing the statement were the governors of Oregon, 
Washington, California, Nevada, New Mexico, Michigan, Illinois, New Jersey, 
Virginia, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Delaware. / ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH: Daily 
“Home Wood Heating” advisories begin today (October 1), for residents of 
Eugene, Springfield, and Oakridge and continue through the end of May. These 
advisories apply to solid fuel devices such as wood stoves, pellet stoves and 
wood burning fireplaces in Eugene, Springfield, and Oakridge. Green day 
advisories indicate that the air quality is good and burning is allowed. Yellow day 
advisories indicate that the air quality is deteriorating and burning is discouraged; 
residents are urged to use alternative sources of heat if possible. Red day 
advisories indicate that the air quality is unhealthy, and any visible smoke is 
prohibited. Failure to adhere to the daily advisories can result in hefty fines, 
including a fine for residents’ first citation. Opacity limitations exist on Green and 
Yellow days that limit how thick your smoke can be. Home Wood Heating 
advisories are posted at 2 p.m. every day and go into effect at 4 p.m. that day for 
24 hours. Lane County residents are required to check the daily advisory before 
starting a fire. Please visit www.lrapa.org or call the advisory line at 541-746-
4328. Residents may also sign up for text messages alerts to be notified of a red 
advisory day by texting: “LRAPAHWH” to 313131. Financial need-based 
exemptions from red days are available in Eugene and Springfield; for more 
information, call LRAPA at 541-736-1056. Oakridge exemptions are available 
through Oakridge City Hall, 541-782-2258. Smoke from wood stoves and 
fireplaces are the main source of air pollution in Lane County in the fall and 
winter. To help Lane County meet the federal clean air standards every year, 



residents are encouraged to burn smart and clean. LRAPA advises people to 
make sure they only burn wood that has been seasoned for a minimum of six 
months to prevent excessive smoke. Additionally, use a certified wood stove and 
make sure your chimney is clean and free of creosote. ; A reminder: The fall 
outdoor burning season has been delayed from tomorrow (October 1) to October 
15 for many Lane County Residents. The Lane County Fire Defense Board 
postponed the opening of the season due to drier weather conditions and 
heightened fire danger present in Lane County. Officials with L-RAPA, the Lane 
Regional Air Protection Agency, say our recent rainfall has been beneficial, but 
there are still concerns about wildfires. The Fire Defense Board will reassess the 
situation in mid-October. It is not unusual for fall outdoor burning season to be 
delayed after dry and hot summers. Outdoor burning, also known as “open” or 
“backyard” burning, allows some Lane County residents to burn dry woody yard 
debris that was generated on their own residential property. But burning is always 
prohibited on properties of less than two acres inside Eugene’s Urban Growth 
Boundary. L-RAPA encourages residents to explore alternatives to burning. 
Residents may dispose of woody yard debris for a minimal charge at one of Lane 
County’s various collection depots. Chipping and composting are also good 
alternatives. / CRIME, LEGAL: A court has approved a settlement totaling $800 
million from casino company MGM Resorts International and its insurers to more 
than 4,400 relatives and victims of the Las Vegas Strip shooting that was the 
deadliest in recent U.S. history. The action makes final a deal settling dozens of 
lawsuits on the eve of the third anniversary of the mass shooting that killed 58 
people and injured more than 850 at an open-air concert near the Mandalay Bay 
resort. "By the grace of God, myself and my family are going to be OK," said 
Stephanie Fraser, a plaintiff in the lawsuit from La Palma, California. "I needed to 
be able to protect our kids." Clark County District Court Judge Linda Bell, in her 
brief order, cited "near-unanimous participation in the settlement among potential 
claimants." More than  22,000 people were attending an outdoor music festival 
when a gunman firing military-style weapons from windows on the 32nd floor of 
the Mandalay Bay rained rapid-fire bullets into the crowd. Fraser's husband of 13 
years, Brian Fraser, a vice president at a mortgage company, died after being 
shot in the chest as they danced while country music singer Jason Aldean 
performed. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, DISASTERS: Oregon Highway 126-E reopens to general 
traffic through the Holiday Farm Fire burn zone today at noon. But prepare for 
slow travel and delays. This morning until noon, drivers continue to be grouped 
into convoys led by pilot vehicles between the road closure points. Those closure 
points are two miles east of Vida at Milepost 27.55 on the west end, and just past 
Finn Rock at Milepost 38 on the east end. The convoys will run only one direction 
at a time. That continues until noon when general traffic resumes on that stretch 
without pilot vehicles or convoys. The reopening comes after a prolonged effort by 
crews and contractors with the Oregon Department of Transportation. That work 
is continuing, so prepare for lengthy delays at multiple spots. Understand that 
there is the potential for falling trees and rocks. Debris remains on the side of the 
road, guardrail is missing, and more than 400 signs need to be replaced. The 
speed limit has been reduced to 45 mph between Mileposts 28 and 38. Extra 
patrols will enforce the new speed restriction. While this stretch of the McKenzie 
Highway is reopening, drivers should consider alternate routes to get over the 
mountains. Oregon Highway 58 and U.S. Highway 20 both are open without 
restrictions. For the latest information on road conditions, visit TripCheck.com or 
call 5-1-1. / DISASTERS: As crews continue to increase containment lines around 
Oregon’s wildfires, the state fire marshal is deploying a task force to help protect 
homes and other structures threatened by one of the devastating blazes in 
Northern California. Firefighters and equipment from Lane County and Linn 
County make up two of the strike teams that headed south this morning and will 
spend the next two weeks working the Zogg Fire south of Redding. It is the 
second time this season Lane County has deployed a fire task force to California, 
where firefighting resources are stretched thin after months of blazes. Two dozen 
major wildfires continue to burn. Since summer, the California fires have scorched 
a record 3.9 million acres, destroyed thousands of structures, and forced 
hundreds of thousands of residents to evacuate. Coburg Fire Chief Chad Minter is 
leading Lane County’s 22-member strike team. It includes personnel from Coburg 
Fire, Junction City, Mohawk Valley, Lane Fire Authority, and Eugene Springfield 
Fire. ; Improved communications for residents returning to the McKenzie Valley 
after the Holiday Farm Fire. Lane County officials say Verizon, AT&T, and T-
Mobile have placed equipment in the McKenzie Bridge area to help provide 
cellular coverage and Wi-Fi while repairs to communications infrastructure 
continue. As part of the relief effort, McKenzie Valley residents, firefighters, work 



crews, and others are not required to be subscribers to access the Wi-Fi hotspots. 
They may connect using a smartphone, tablet, or computer. / HEALTH: Local 
leaders sounded the alarm yesterday about the surge in coronavirus cases in our 
communities. They remain concerned that if people do not take precautions and 
limit social gatherings, the surge might eventually force Lane County to return 
Phase One closures. Their comments came as officials with Lane County Public 
Health announced 18 additional positive COVID-19 cases. They include one new 
case associated with a long-term care facility, one new workplace cluster, and 
three new social clusters. The workplace cluster affects five staff members at the 
Nile Gentleman’s Club on Highway 99 in Eugene. The social clusters include an 
outbreak tied to a back-to-school party and two outbreaks associated with two 
separate weddings. The latest case related to a long-term care facility involves a 
resident at Valley West Health Care Center on Warren Street in Eugene. 
Managers of that care facility are working with Lane County Public Health to 
contain the spread of COVID-19. If there is any good news from yesterday’s 
update, it is that fewer people are considered infectious. That number is down to 
161. Someone is considered infectious when they are within 10 days of first 
showing symptoms and are considered capable of transmitting the virus. But 
eleven of those patients remain hospitalized. Eighteen Lane County residents 
have died since mid-March, more than half of those during the past two months. 
Lane County Public Health officials say despite the drop in infectious numbers 
they remain deeply concerned about the continuing surge in cases. They say 
there has been a 117 percent in positive tests over the past seven days. 
Spokesman Jason Davis calls that, “staggering,” adding that, since August, cases 
have increased by 700 percent. Adding to that is the strain those cases are 
placing on Lane County’s health care system. Davis says there has been an 
increase both in primary care visits and hospitalizations. He also notes that Lane 
County’s testing positivity rate currently is at 6.3 percent. That is well above the 
five percent threshold that would allow local schools to reopen for in-person 
instruction. / DISASTERS, COMMUNITY: The Lane County Emergency 
Operations Center is hosting another Multi-Agency Resource Center (MARC) for 
those whose homes are affected by the Holiday Farm wildfire. The MARC will be 
open Friday, October 2, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Lane Events Center at 796 
West 13th Avenue in Eugene. The Resource Center will include representatives 
from: Utility companies; Lane County Elections; Insurance companies; Housing 
support agencies; Senior and Disabled Services; Environmental Health; Lane 
County Assessment and Taxation; Waste and debris disposal coordinators; 
Permit and land management staff; Faith-based services and support; Mental 
health and medical support.  There also is support available for those who have 
been affected by the Holiday Farm Fire: Emotional Support Line: 1(800)923-
HELP (4357). Disaster Stress Helpline: 1(800)985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 
66746. This line is available in 100 languages, 24 hours a day 7 days a week. In-
person crisis support with Lane County Behavioral Health: The Graduate Hotel 
(66 E. 6th Ave Eugene, OR 97401), Monday-Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. / BUSINESS, LEGAL, UTILITIES, DISASTERS: Three 
Pacific Northwest law firms have filed a class action lawsuit against the Pacific 
Power utility and its parent company, claiming they failed to shut down its power 
lines despite historically high winds and extremely dangerous wildfire conditions. 
The Oregonian and OregonLive reported the lawsuit was filed in Multnomah 



County Circuit Court. The lead plaintiffs are a couple from the town of Lyons who 
lost their home, garage and cars during a wildfire that raced through the Santiam 
Canyon last month. The blaze was one of multiple fires that burned across the 
state starting on Labor Day. The wildfires destroyed several thousand homes and 
killed nine people in Oregon and two in northern California. The lawsuit alleges 
the high winds also toppled energized power lines that sparked some of the 
blazes. A spokesman for utility parent company PacifiCorp said the company 
does not comment on pending litigation. Officials with the Portland-based utility 
previously said they did not know if the utility’s equipment caused any fires.  Fire 
officials have not yet cited an official cause of the fires. But the Northwest 
Interagency Fire Coordination Center that tracks and coordinates firefighting 
efforts across the northwestern states said in a report last month that downed 
power lines were responsible for 13 separate fires along a 30-mile stretch of 
Oregon’s Santiam Canyon. California’s largest utility, Pacific Gas & Electric, filed 
for bankruptcy after one of its transmission lines sparked the Camp fire in 2018. 
That fire devastated the town of Paradise, destroying 11,000 homes and claiming 
85 lives. PG&E’s equipment has been found to have set dozens of fires in recent 
years, and it faced $30 billion in claims before filing for bankruptcy protection. The 
utility agreed in May to pay $13.5 billion in cash and stock to settle those claims. / 
CRIME, SAFETY, COMMUNITY: A lowkey and virtual day of remembrance on 
the fifth anniversary of the mass shooting at Umpqua Community College in 
Roseburg. A brief ceremony followed by a moment of silence was held online 
Thursday to honor the nine victims of the attack. Invited guests visited a 
temporary memorial set up outside the school. The event was closed to the 
public. Work continues on a permanent memorial at U-C-C. ; Las Vegas is 
marking the third anniversary of the deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. 
history. Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak told a sunrise ceremony Thursday that 
victims and families “will forever be in our hearts." The names of the 58 dead are 
slated to be read at a nighttime memorial at the time the shooting started. 
President Trump’s press secretary marked the date by saying the victims and 
their families were in their prayers today. Democratic presidential hopeful Joe 
Biden issued a statement describing the shooting “an act of pure malice" and 
calling the state “resilient.” / AGRICULTURE, HEALTH: Might the pandemic boost 
demand for Oregon Christmas trees? The Capital Press reports growers are 
preparing for that possibility. With many Americans staying close to home this 
year, reporter Mateusz Perkowski writes that a new survey by the Christmas Tree 
Promotion Board that a growing number of consumers are looking at creating new 
traditions by focusing on “simple pleasures.” Among them: Real trees. Among 
those who expect the pandemic to alter their celebrations, 39 percent say they 
are more likely to buy a real Christmas tree. Oregon is the nation's No. 1 supplier 
of Christmas trees, with more than 380 licensed growers who sell roughly 4.6 
million trees a year. Most of those trees are sold in the Pacific Northwest, 
California, Nevada, and Arizona. Mexico is the top international importer of 
Oregon trees. Last year, tight supplies led to higher prices. This year, there will be 
more mature trees, but prices might remain higher with the increased consumer 
demand. About three-quarters of those surveyed described real trees as an 
experience rather than a product. Far fewer felt that way about artificial trees. 
Those consumers also told pollsters that real trees were one way to create happy 
memories and, quote, “salvage the year.” The expectation of stronger demand for 



real Christmas trees is not entirely surprising, according to industry officials. They 
say during previous times of trouble or economic hardship, many consumers 
turned toward things that made them feel comfortable and happy. They point to 
activities such as gardening and baking, which many previously saw as 
inconvenient, but quickly became considered enjoyable hobbies in the early 
months of the pandemic. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH, ELECTIONS: President 
Trump announced last night that he and first lady Melania Trump have tested 
positive for the coronavirus, and a White House official says the president is 
experiencing “mild symptoms” of COVID-19. The two are quarantining at the 
White House. A spokesman says Vice President Mike Pence and his wife Karen 
tested negative for the virus this morning and “remains in good health.” Trump’s 
positive test came just hours after the White House announced that senior aide 
Hope Hicks came down with the virus after traveling with the president several 
times this week. Hicks began feeling mild symptoms during the plane ride home 
from a rally in Minnesota on Wednesday evening, according to an administration 
official. She was isolated from other passengers aboard the plane, the person 
said. Hicks had been with Trump and other senior staff aboard Marine One and 
Air Force One en route to that rally and had accompanied the president to 
Tuesday’s presidential debate in Cleveland, along with members of the Trump 
family. They did not wear masks during the debate, in violation of the venue rules. 
The New York Times is reporting that Trump attended a fundraiser yesterday 
evening at his New Jersey golf club. One attendee says the president came in 
contact with about 100 people. New Jersey’s governor this morning urged those 
who attended the fundraiser to be tested and said that state contact tracers were 
trying to find them. Trump was last seen by reporters returning to the White 
House on Thursday evening and did not appear visibly ill. He is 74 years old, 
which medical experts say puts him at higher risk of serious complications from a 
virus that has now killed more than 207,000 people nationwide. The White House 
physician said the president is expected to continue carrying out his duties 
“without disruption” while recovering. The president’s stunning announcement 
came slightly more than one month before Election Day. /  
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DISASTERS: Incident managers leading the battle against the Holiday Farm Fire 
up the McKenzie say the blaze is now 75 percent contained. The fire has 
scorched more than 173,000 acres but its growth has been largely halted. Over 
the weekend, firefighters saw more active fire behavior on some parts of the 
fire. The increase was due to the warm and dry weather pattern.  Firefighters 
were prepared for this activity and acted to keep the fire within containment lines. 
In addition to the 20 hand crews, 39 fire engines, 4 dozers, and 7 water tenders, 
there are another 18 pieces of heavy equipment assisting with the restoration 
work on the fire. The suppression restoration work is led by specially qualified 
personnel called Resource Advisors. Resource Advisors on the fire determine 
areas that need special attention to prevent erosion or return the area back to its 
pre-fire condition. Other restoration effort includes pump site repair, where stream 
beds are assessed and repaired if needed.  Roads that might have seen heavy 
use will be re-shaped and graded if necessary, and ditches will be cleaned of all 
debris to ensure they continue to function and minimize erosion on the roadways. 
Additional heavy equipment was brought in to begin the restoration work, 
including road graders, excavators, log skidders, dump trucks, and numerous 
other vehicles. A reminder that several area and road closures remain throughout 
the area.  These closures are subject to change as the need for them 
evolves.  Please check with the appropriate sources prior to leaving for your trip. ; 
Over the weekend, incident managers working with the Holiday Farm Fire asked 
the public to respect various area and road closures in the burn zone. It came as 
Highway 126 through the fire area reopened on Friday to general traffic and 
hunting season began on Saturday. In a statement, officials noted that fire and 
the windstorm that preceded it changed a lot of things across the landscape and 
added many hazards that were not there previously. Please stay out of closed 
areas for your safety and the safety of our firefighters. There are more than 450 
firefighters still working to secure fire lines against further spread, and special 
teams are working to assess and reduce the potential for erosion in those areas. 
Resource professionals have been assessing things such as recreation sites, 
bridges, and roadways. This work will continue even after the fire suppression 
work is completed. Some areas may be closed for the long-term. Closure orders 
are evaluated frequently and are subject to change. It is important to check the 
status of closures prior to leaving to visit the forest. Fire managers also request 
that no one park on the shoulders of the road and follow the newly reduced speed 



limit through the area.  While Highway 126 is open, most adjacent roads remain 
closed and travelers should not try to turn off and utilize these roads. ; Lane 
County and its state and federal partners continue to encourage residents who 
are cleaning up burned structures after the Holiday Farm Fire to WAIT. FEMA and 
the State of Oregon have reached agreement on a plan that will allow residents to 
opt in to have EPA crews remove household hazardous waste from affected 
structures at no cost to the property owner. It is expected that FEMA will agree in 
early October to extend the same sort of disaster relief assistance to bulk debris. 
When that happens, property owners will again be able to opt into an agreement 
to have burned debris removed at no cost to the property owner. Lane County’s 
McKenzie Bridge transfer station can accept normal garbage and recycling, 
including spoiled food. It cannot accept ash or bulk debris from burnt structures. 
But Oregon Department of Environmental Quality guidelines operate on the 
assumption that ash from burned structures constructed before 2004 might 
contain asbestos. For the same reasons, landfills and transfer stations in Oregon 
are prohibited from accepting bulk deliveries of presumed asbestos-containing 
material. The Oregon DEQ may choose to amend its waste-handling 
requirements at some point but has not done so to date. ; FEMA, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, on Saturday opened another Lane County 
assistance center for wildfire victims. The location offers specialists who can 
provide information on the status of any assistance applications you have already 
filed and details on any new programs and paperwork. The new FEMA Center is 
located at the Lane Events Center, 796 West 13th Avenue in Eugene. It operates 
daily from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. ; From one of our listeners, posted on Facebook 
Sunday morning: “My dad had a trail cam set up on his property that burned on 
Gate Creek in hopes to find his cat. Last night someone came down and took his 
trail cam, broom, 2 shovels, 2 buckets and a live trap. Thank goodness we 
haven't left any other clean up tools there. Please be vigilant and aware.” / 
HEALTH: The local surge in coronavirus cases continued over the weekend in 
Lane County. This morning’s numbers on the Lane County Public Health COVID-
19 website indicate 104 new diagnosed cases since officials released Friday’s 
update. The webpage notes that 237 people are considered infectious—up 50 
from Friday morning. Eleven people are hospitalized, an increase of one. There 
was also one new death reported over the weekend, which puts our local death 
toll since mid-March at 20. More than half of those deaths have occurred in recent 
weeks. Local leaders remain concerned that if people do not take precautions and 
limit social gatherings, the surge might eventually force Lane County to return 
Phase One closures. They warn the surge in cases is placing a strain on Lane 
County’s health care system, leading to an increase both in primary care visits 
and hospitalizations. / DISASTERS, HEALTH: Once again a reminder: If you 
evacuated during the Holiday Farm Fire, Lane County Public Health is holding 
three days of COVID-19 testing opportunities later this week. Health experts say 
they know the evacuations, move to shelters and hotel rooms, transporting 
animals, and picking up relief supplies might have put some evacuees in close 
contact with others. While many events and activities took place outdoors with 
physical distancing, this is a way to learn whether you were or were not exposed. 
The testing is being conducted in partnership with the Oregon Health Authority 
and takes place on: Wednesday, October 7, from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, October 8, 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Friday, October 9, 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 



p.m. All testing takes place in the Fairgrounds Parking Lot outside the Lane 
Events Center. That is at 796 West 13th Avenue in Eugene. Please bring your 
insurance card if you have insurance.  The test is free regardless of insurance 
status, but insurance reimbursements can help the county fund future testing 
events. If you have any questions, contact Lane County Public Health at 541-682-
4041. Public health officials also are working to schedule additional testing in 
some rural communities and among the LatinX population starting as early as 
October 10 and October 11. They say this sort of COVID-19 testing helps health 
experts get a better sense of how widespread the virus is in various groups and 
communities. That, in turn, allows faster isolation of patients to reduce the spread 
of the coronavirus. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Oregon will open its abbreviated Pac-12 
college football season in Eugene on November 7 against Stanford. Oregon State 
will kick off against Washington State in Corvallis. Those are among the details 
from the Pac-12 Conference schedule released Saturday morning. The season 
runs through December 19 with each team playing a seven-game schedule. Each 
team will play its five divisional opponents and one crossover opponent from the 
other division. The matchups for the Pac-12 championship game on Dec. 18 and 
for the final Saturday of the season on Dec. 19 will be determined based on 
standings after Week 6. The North division rivalry games will be played on Friday, 
Nov. 27. They include the Oregon-Oregon State match-up. The crossover games 
include Oregon hosting UCLA on Friday, November 20, and Oregon State at Utah 
on Saturday, December 5. All games in the first six weeks of the season will be 
nationally televised by either ABC, ESPN, ESPN2, ESPNU, Fox or FS1. The Pac-
12 championship will be televised on Fox. Broadcast times and channels will be 
announced later. ; The Oregon Ducks do not kick off their new season until 
November 7, but they moved up two notches from Number 14 to Number 12 
yesterday in the weekly Associated Press poll. They are the only Pac-12 team in 
the Top 25. It came after Oklahoma and UCF dropped out of the rankings. 
Meantime, Oregon safety Brady Breeze became the fifth Duck to opt out of the 
2020 season to prepare for the NFL draft. Breeze was named the defensive MVP 
for the 2019 Rose Bowl and scored 62 tackles last season, as well as two 
interceptions and three fumble returns—one of which resulted in a touchdown. / 
SPORTS: Rookie Justin Herbert completed 20 of 25 passes for 290 yards and 
three touchdowns for the Los Angeles Chargers on Sunday. But it was not 
enough to overcome a rally by Tom Brady and Tampa Bay, who won 38-31 in 
NFL action. Herbert, the sixth overall pick in this year’s draft, was making his third 
career NFL start as quarterback Tyrod Taylor recovers from injuries. ; Former 
Springfield High School star Mercedes Russell and the Seattle Storm are one win 
away from the WNBA title. The Storm defeated the Las Vegas Aces Sunday in 
Game Two of their best-of-five championship series. Game Three is Tuesday. / 
BUSINESS, RECREATION, HEALTH: The company that owns the Regal 
Cinemas Is planning to temporarily close its venues after the postponed release 
of the latest James Bond film left it with few blockbusters to attract customers 
during the pandemic. Parent company Cineworld Group said this morning that 
536 Regal cinemas in the U.S. would close on Thursday. Some 45,000 
employees are affected, including those at the Regal Cinemas at Valley River 
Center. The company says studios have been reluctant to release their pipeline of 
new films as coronavirus-related closures continue in New York and other major 
cities. Without the releases, the companies say they do not have the schedule to 



attract enough customers to keep doors open for now. The release of James 
Bond thriller “No Time to Die” has been delayed from November until April 2021 
because of the effect of the coronavirus pandemic. Other major studios have 
made similar decisions over the past few weeks. Universal has delayed 
“Candyman” to next year, and the Walt Disney Co. has postponed a handful of 
major movies to 2021, including Marvel’s “Black Widow” and Steven Spielberg’s 
“West Side Story.” / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, ELECTIONS: President Trump 
was hoping for a discharge later today from the military hospital where he is being 
treated for COVID-19, one day after he briefly ventured out while contagious to 
salute cheering supporters by motorcade. White House officials said Trump was 
anxious to be released after three nights at Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center, where doctors revealed on Sunday that his blood oxygen level dropped 
suddenly twice in recent days and that they gave him a steroid typically only 
recommended for the very sick. Still, the doctors said Trump’s health is improving 
and volunteered that he could be discharged as early as today to continue the 
remainder of his treatment at the White House. White House chief of staff Mark 
Meadows told Fox News this morning that the president continues to improve and 
is ready to get back to a normal work schedule. But he added that the 
determination on whether Trump would leave the hospital will not be made until 
later in the day after the president is evaluated by his medical team. /  
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DISASTERS, SAFETY: Incident managers leading the fight against the Holiday 
Farm Fire say warmer and drier air began arriving yesterday and that means a bit 
more smoke visible inside the fire area. But rain is in the forecast this weekend, 
which could help aid the firefighting effort. The blaze is now 78 percent contained. 
Officials say the fire has not grown and remains at slightly more than 173,000 
acres. And they used a bit of sports comparison to put that in perspective: One 
acre is roughly the size of three-quarters of a football field. Work the math and 
that means the Holiday Farm Fire is the size of approximately 129,821 football 
fields. That helps explain why battling the blaze is such a massive effort. 
Firefighters continue to seek out and douse hot spots but remind you there will 
continue to be areas of smoke and heat until enough rain falls this winter. In the 
meantime, the focus is on the perimeter of the blaze and areas immediately 
adjacent to the fire line, as well areas around structures. They remind you that 
smoke located deep within the fire area is no threat to the containment lines and 
should not be reported to 9-1-1. For boaters who are looking for availability of 
boat ramps, launches, and other river access, information can be found from the 
Oregon State Marine Board’s website at 
https://www.oregon.gov/OSMB/Pages/index.aspx Remember to check the status 
of boating access before heading to the river.  Many launches remain closed due 
to fire activity and many hazards remain in the waterway. Road and area closures 
also remain in place for public and firefighter safety. ; An update yesterday for 
residents looking to rebuild after the Holiday Farm Fire. There now is a form they 
may sign that will opt them into a no-cost hazardous waste clean-up and removal 
service. But affected property owners will need to sign an access agreement, 
known as a “Right of Entry” form, by Friday, October 16, to allow crews to clean 
up hazardous waste on their properties. The form is available online at Lane 
County Government’s McKenzie Fire webpage at 
www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire Officials say removing fire debris is a two-step 
cleanup process: Step One involves clearing properties of household hazardous 
waste to minimize exposure to the public. This effort is being offered to property 
owners at no cost, although their insurance might be billed, if applicable. Experts 
with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will assess and oversee removal 
of the household hazardous waste from burned properties. This work will be 
funded by FEMA and the State of Oregon. Step Two then involves the removal of 
ash, debris, and burned-out structures. State, county, and federal partners are 



working to develop options for ash and debris removal. They anticipate this step 
also will be available at no cost to property owners but are awaiting FEMA 
approval of that funding. As the work gets underway, crews that specialize in 
identifying and removing hazardous substances will visit affected properties, 
determine what hazardous materials need to be removed, and remove them for 
safe disposal. Commercial or industrial properties also are included in the 
hazardous waste and debris removal efforts. The rough timeline includes that 
Friday, October 16, deadline for property owners to sign the “Right of Entry” form. 
EPA teams would begin work October 20. The goal is to have the first two phases 
of cleanup completed in the McKenzie Valley by December 31. ; Officials with the 
Oregon Department of Forestry continue to track the six major fires burning in 
Oregon. They note that five of the six have burned at least 100,000 acres. One of 
those is the massive Lionshead fire before burning west over the crest. At more 
than 204,000 acres, the Lionshead Fire now Oregon’s sixth-largest fire in the past 
century. Forestry officials remind Oregonians that fire season is not over. 
Backyard burning and other restrictions are still in effect on Oregon Department of 
Forestry-protected lands. / CRIME, YOUTH, HEALTH: Four people between the 
ages of 18 and 20 were cited in connection with a large party involving between 
100 and 150 people in South Eugene on Saturday night. Eugene and University 
of Oregon Police Department say while those who threw the party and were citied 
were not college students, many of those attending were young adults who were 
college-age. Alarmed by the risk that such gatherings are spreading COVID-19 
locally, Eugene Police and University of Oregon Police for the next few weekends 
will conduct "party patrols" on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights. The 
Saturday night party was in the 3300 block of Donald Street and police said they 
received many complaints from neighbors, including some blocks away. KEZI and 
The Register-Guard reported that when officers responded shortly before 
midnight on Saturday, there were reports of fireworks, loud noise, and intoxicated 
people lying in or urinating in neighborhood yards. Eugene has a Social Host 
ordinance which makes party hosts liable for unruly gatherings. Additionally, Lane 
County remains in Phase Two for reopening during the pandemic. That limits all 
indoor parties and gatherings to no more than 10 people. While those throwing 
the party were not college students, University of Oregon officials say students 
who violate state and local laws can be subject to academic discipline. / HEALTH: 
Lane County’s surge in COVID-19 infections continues. Public health officials said 
after receiving some Monday morning updates that the total number of new 
weekend cases was 130 since Friday with one new reported death, and one new 
workplace cluster. Eighty-one of those cases were reported on Friday after 
county’s the morning update. Officials say 236 people are currently Infectious. 
Four of those are hospitalized. The county’s 20th COVID-19 death was an 83-
year-old man from the Eugene-Springfield area who died in a hospital on 
September 30 from complications of the coronavirus. The new workplace cluster 
is associated with eight staff members of the Eugene Water and Electric Board 
and six of their contacts. But health investigators say the EWEB staffers do not 
have jobs that require interactions with the public. Health experts continue to warn 
that many of our new COVID-19 cases are among young adults in their 20s. But 
as those infections spread to friends, family members, and community contacts, 
there have been new surges among those in their 30s and young people in their 
teens. They continue to encourage everyone to limit or cancel in-person social 



gatherings, wear masks, and practice physical distancing to reduce the spread of 
infection. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: During the past week, 80 new COVID-19 
cases were connected to the University of Oregon. But the vast majority—77 of 
them—were among students living off-campus. Only two were living on-campus. 
One case involved a U-of-O employee. The University of Oregon maintains 
webpages detailing any new cases and outlining precautions for students, faculty, 
and staff to prevent the spread of the virus. The Oregon Athletic Department 
declines to share its COVID-19 testing results for athletes, coaching and support 
staff. The U-of-O also maintains a corps of student contact tracers who assist 
Lane County Public Health. County officials say the student tracers often have 
good success speaking with their peers about the importance of isolating if 
infected and taking other precautions to stop the spread of the coronavirus. ; 
Blame the continued surge in COVID-19 cases for the delayed return to in-person 
classes at Oregon State University in Corvallis. OSU leaders announced 
yesterday that remote learning will continue to be the primary mode of instruction 
during Winter Term. Oregon State University officials say it remains the best way 
to contribute to student wellness and educational success, while also protecting 
Corvallis community members. As is the case with Fall Term, those courses 
offered on-site by OSU in Winter Term will be primarily those that require 
substantial hands-on work, such as labs, field courses and some graduate 
courses. Those classes will operate with COVID-19 precautions in place. Officials 
will announce plans for Winter Term at the OSU-Cascades campus in Bend in the 
next week. OSU’s Winter Term runs from Jan. 6 to March 20. Winter term tuition 
and fees will be the same as fall term. Student fees for the academic year will be 
based upon recommendations from student leaders in Corvallis and at OSU-
Cascades. For spring term, university leaders will closely monitor the COVID-19 
situation and, if possible, provide increased in-person instruction and additional 
on-site extracurricular and experiential learning opportunities for students. A 
decision about spring term will be made after winter term starts. / EDUCATION. 
COMMUNITY, CHARITABLE: They have a tradition of community service and it 
continues this afternoon. Students with Eugene’s Bushnell University—the former 
Northwest Christian University—are donning masks and heading for 20 locations 
around the Eugene-Springfield area today to perform volunteer work. It is part of 
their “Embrace the City” activities. They will be out between 1:00-3:00 p.m. at 
locations ranging from Catholic Community Services and the Relief Nursey, to the 
Springfield Youth Farm and a handful of Eugene Parks. On group of students is 
heading for the historic Luper Cemetery, university co-founder James Bushnell 
and his family are buried. Campus historians say James Addison Bushnell was 
the first president of the institution’s Board of Regents when the school was 
founded in 1895. They describe Bushnell as an abolitionist with deep Christian 
faith who emigrated across the Oregon Trail and settled in what is now Junction 
City. He founded the county’s first bank, chamber of commerce, opera house, 
grain co-op, and three churches. Two of those— Alvadore Christian Church and 
First Christian Church in Junction City—still hold regular church services today. / 
HEALTH, ELECTIONS: President Trump last night staged a dramatic return to 
the White House after leaving the military hospital where he was receiving an 
unprecedented level of care for COVID-19. He immediately ignited a new 
controversy by declaring that despite his illness the nation should not fear the 
virus that has killed more than 210,000 Americans — and then he entered the 



White House without a protective mask. Trump’s message alarmed infectious 
disease experts and suggested the president’s own illness had not caused him to 
rethink his often-cavalier attitude toward the disease, which has also infected the 
first lady and several White House aides. Landing Monday night at the White 
House on Marine One, Trump gingerly climbed the South Portico steps, removed 
his mask, and declared, “I feel good.” He gave a double thumbs-up to the 
departing helicopter from the portico terrace, where aides had arranged American 
flags for the sunset occasion. He entered the White House, where aides were 
visible milling about the Blue Room, without wearing a face covering. The 
president left Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, where his doctor, 
Navy Cmdr. Sean Conley, said earlier Monday that the president remains 
contagious and would not be fully “out of the woods” for another week but that 
Trump had met or exceeded standards for discharge from the hospital. Trump is 
expected to continue his recovery at the White House, where the reach of the 
outbreak that has infected the highest levels of the U.S. government is still being 
uncovered. “Don’t be afraid of it,” Trump said of the virus. “You’re going to beat it. 
We have the best medical equipment, we have the best medicines.” His remarks 
were strong, but he was taking deeper breaths than usual as he delivered them. 
Trump’s nonchalant message about not fearing the virus comes as his own 
administration has encouraged Americans to be careful and take precautions to 
avoid contracting and spreading the disease as cases continue to spike across 
the country. For more than eight months, Trump’s efforts to play down the threat 
of the virus in hopes of propping up the economy ahead of the election have 
drawn bipartisan criticism. Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden, who spent 
more than 90 minutes on the debate stage with Trump last week, said during an 
NBC town hall Monday night that he was glad Trump seemed to be recovering 
well, “but there’s a lot to be concerned about -- 210,000 people have died. I hope 
no one walks away with the message that it’s not a problem.” Biden tested 
negative for the virus on Sunday. Trump’s arrival back at the White House raised 
new questions about how the administration was going to protect other officials 
from a disease that remains rampant in the president’s body. Press secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany announced she had tested positive for the virus Monday 
morning and was entering quarantine. There were also lingering questions about 
potential long-term effects to the president — and even when he first came down 
with the virus. / YOUTH, HEALTH: Fewer children are getting scheduled 
vaccinations for diseases such as measles in Washington state since the 
coronavirus pandemic began. The Seattle Times reports the number of children 
18 and younger being vaccinated in Washington dropped by 31 percent in August 
compared to the August average from 2015 to 2019. The downward trend began 
in February then fell sharply in March with a 33 percent drop compared to the 
March average from 2015 to 2019 and bottomed out with a 39 percent drop in 
April. Professor of pediatrics at the University of Washington School of Medicine 
Dr. Beth Ebel says childhood vaccines are highly effective and safe, and parents 
need to keep their children on track with immunizations. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: 
Shares in the company that owns the Regal, Cineworld and Picturehouse 
cinemas in the U.S. and Britain fell as much as 58 percent after the 
announcement that it will temporarily close its venues. The move comes after 
release of the latest James Bond film was postponed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Cineworld Group Plc said that left it with few blockbusters to attract 



customers. The company said Monday that 536 Regal cinemas in the U.S. and 
127 Cineworld and Picturehouse venues in the U.K. will close on Thursday. Some 
45,000 employees are affected.  The company says that with major markets such 
as New York closed and no guidance on when they will reopen, “studios have 
been reluctant to release their pipeline of new films.” ; Add last-minute holiday 
shopping to the list of time-honored traditions being upended by the coronavirus 
pandemic. Retailers are kicking off the holiday season earlier than ever this year 
in hopes of avoiding big in-store crowds and shipping bottlenecks in November 
and December. Stores like Best Buy, Macy’s, and Target typically offer their 
biggest Black Friday deals over Thanksgiving weekend, but now they’re starting 
them in October so people don’t crowd their stores later, creating a potentially 
dangerous situation during a pandemic. And with more people expected to shop 
online, retailers are trying to avoid a rush of orders closer to Christmas, which 
could lead to late packages and more expensive shipping. / CRIME: Police in 
Portland, Oregon, arrested six people during protests that began Sunday night as 
unruly demonstrations in the city continue. KOIN reports that dozens of people 
organized at a park near downtown for a march. Authorities say several people 
spray-painted a building and people marched to the Justice Center and Portland 
Police Bureau Central Precinct. Arrests were made on charges like disorderly 
conduct, assaulting a public safety officer and criminal mischief. Often violent 
protests have roiled Portland for more than four months since George Floyd was 
killed by police in Minneapolis. / ENVIRONMENT, FISHERIES: Environmental 
groups are vowing to continue their fight to remove four dams on the Snake River 
in Washington state they say are killing salmon that are a key food source for 
endangered killer whales. But instead of working with federal agencies, 
conservationists intend to seek removal of the dams through the political or legal 
systems. The four dams are part of a vast and complex hydroelectric power 
system operated by the federal government in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and 
Montana.  The 14 federal dams on the Columbia and Snake rivers together 
produce 40 percent of the region’s power — enough electricity for nearly 5 million 
homes. /  
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SAFETY, ELDERS, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: A Monday night traffic accident 
might have indirectly led to the Tuesday afternoon evacuation of 42 residents 
from a Junction City assisted living facility. It started when police investigated the 
crash late Monday night where a vehicle struck a power pole in the 300 block of 
East First Avenue. Junction City Police say the driver, 22-year-old Ashley Collier, 
was not injured but was cited for DUII and Reckless Driving. But the crash took 
down power to a big section of Junction City. Among those locations still affected 
Tuesday morning: Junction City Retirement & Assisted Living. Yesterday at 10 
a.m., police were contacted by an investigator from Lane County Adult Protective 
Services who has been notified by a visiting hospice nurse that the facility had 
been without power since approximately early that morning after a power surge 
caused its equipment to fail. The county investigator said they had been told that 
Junction City Retirement & Assisted Living was without lights, heat, needed first-
aid supplies, refrigeration for medication, and the ability to provide lifesaving 
oxygen. The Adult Protective Services investigator had also learned that the only 
registered nurse on staff had quit a couple weeks earlier and there was 
insufficient staff to handle the needs of residents. It was later learned the facility, 
while wired years ago for an emergency backup generator, had never been 
equipped with one. Shortly before 2:30 yesterday afternoon, Junction City Fire 
Rescue, Lane Fire Authority Ambulance, and Junction City Police responded to a 
report of a resident having difficulty breathing because they lacked needed 
oxygen. While fire personnel attended to the resident, police personnel began 
working with county investigators to find a solution to protect the residents. The 
police department brought portable lighting and a gas-powered generator to 
power a refrigerator for medication and to power computers to access medical 
records.  The police department also provided a mini-refrigerator for medication. 
The Junction City Fire Department made arrangements with Bi-Mart Pharmacy to 
obtain useable medication to replace that which had been destroyed by 
heat. With more hours needed to perform safety checks before reenergizing the 
building’s transformer, and in consultation with the facility’s management, officials 
decided to evacuate the facility. Forty-two residents were relocated. Seventeen 
went to other facilities and the remaining 25 went home with family 
members.  Lane Transit District supplied two buses and drivers to help with the 
transfer of patients to other facilities. The investigation is continuing. / HEALTH: 
Expanded testing for COVID-19 is arriving in Oregon this week. State officials 



announced yesterday that the federal government is sending tens of thousands of 
new tests each week between now and the end of December to help locate cases 
of the coronavirus and slow the spread of the illness. Officials with the Oregon 
Health Authority say Oregon the new tests will nearly double Oregon’s testing 
capacity. They say the state will receive between 60,000 and 80,000 of the rapid 
point-of-care antigen tests per week through the end of the year. The tests are 
produced by Abbott under the name “BinaxNOW.” The first 15,000 tests were 
distributed this week to counties and long-term care facilities affected by recent 
wildfires. The next allotment of tests target groups hit hard by outbreaks of 
COVID-19, including residents of long-term care communities and other 
congregate-care settings; migrant and seasonal farmworkers; and communities of 
color and tribal communities. The rapid antigen tests yield quick results, in as little 
as 15 minutes. But there are limitations. The tests must be administered by a 
medical professional or at a location that meets certain lab testing standards. As 
in other forms of COVID-19 testing, positive results from antigen tests are 
considered reliable. However, false negative results are common, even among 
asymptomatic individuals. With more tests available, the Oregon Health Authority 
is expanding its recommendations for who should be tested. State health officials 
now recommends testing for anyone who has symptoms of COVID-19, regardless 
of severity, and all close contacts of those individuals, even if they have no 
symptoms. With the expanded testing availability, Oregon health officials plan 
eventually to expand testing to students and staff at schools, colleges and 
universities through school-based health centers and other community partners. 
At the same time, some tests will be maintained as a strategic reserve to ensure a 
supply beyond December, when the current allocation is scheduled to end, and to 
help contain major outbreaks in counties. ; A milestone in COVID-19 testing 
across Oregon. State health and human services officials say they have 
completed testing consenting staff and residents in all 683 of Oregon’s long-term 
care facilities. The baseline testing found that the overall rate of COVID-19 
infections in nursing, assisted living and residential care facilities is 2.2 percent 
based on preliminary results. Facilities were required to complete administration 
of tests by September 30. With baseline testing complete, the plan calls for 
facilities to test all staff at least once a month on a continuing basis. The broad 
testing push is part of Oregon’s plan to help re-open the state’s nursing, assisted 
living and memory care facilities to visitors without risking further outbreaks. Long-
term care facilities have been hit hard by the virus. They are home to older and 
medically fragile residents. Close to 300 have died in outbreaks across the state, 
accounting for close to half of Oregon’s coronavirus deaths. Facilities are required 
to report any positive test result immediately to their local public health authority 
and the Oregon Department of Human Services. ; Lane County Public Health 
officials were notified of another 54 additional cases of COVID-19 yesterday and 
one new death—a 94-year-old woman from the Eugene-Springfield area. That 
brings our local death toll to 21—the majority of those coming in the past month. 
Officials say 262 people are considered infectious and that ten of those are 
hospitalized. But in a larger reflection of how much the virus is spreading in the 
community, they say they are monitoring 606 people for possible symptoms 
because those people had contact with someone who has COVID-19. It comes 
amid a steady climb in cases since Labor Day weekend. County health officials 
say many of those are tied to nine separate outbreaks, one of which resulted in 



14 infections. Health investigators expect more cases to result from those 
outbreaks as more of their contacts are tested. While small social gatherings were 
a big source of transmission early last month, public health officials say large 
college-age parties and workplace outbreaks are fueling many of the current 
cases. They repeated their urging for residents to avoid holding social gatherings, 
reminding people of the importance of wearing masks and physically distancing. 
Cases are rising across the state, as well. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 301 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases and nine new 
deaths. That raises the state’s pandemic death toll to 581. ; They are still not 
certain of the source. But there were no positive COVID-19 results among the 
280-plus people tested at a residence hall at Oregon State University. It comes 
after testing of wastewater from Sacket Hall revealed a high marker for the 
presence of the coronavirus. Experts theorize it might have been related either to 
a visitor or someone who later left the hall to isolate elsewhere. OSU has a 
specialized TRACE team that samples wastewater at locations around Corvallis 
and has conducted door-to-door testing in the community. They say the 
prevalence of the virus remains relatively low in areas where they have tested. ; 
How would you react if someone you know was diagnosed with COVID-19? 
Would you be supportive? Or would you try to shame them—and perhaps even 
shun them after they recover? What if you knew a particular group of people was 
seeing a surge in cases? Would you criticize the entire group? Mock their 
behavior and paint them with a broad brush? Lane County Public Health officials 
say they are concerned by what they are hearing from some current and former 
coronavirus patients, who say they have been targets of a practice known as 
“COVID Shaming.” In some cases, they say they are being criticized for the 
behavior or activities that might have exposed them to the virus. Others say 
someone revealed their diagnosis on social media, prompting others to share 
critical posts and tweets and unleash online verbal attacks. Much of this is 
happening in connection with younger adults, including college students and 
those in that age group who saw cases surge last month. But others say they 
have become targets or fear they will because they are part of an infection traced 
to a social group or a workplace. But here’s the problem with “COVID Shaming”: It 
is making people less likely to take calls from public health contact tracers. Some 
of those who do might be less than honest about the activities that potentially 
exposed them to the virus. That, in turn, makes it harder for health investigators to 
locate those patients’ contacts and get those people tested. The result: More 
COVID-19 cases and a harder time tracking the path of transmission. If you don’t 
know how and where the virus is spreading, you don’t know who to test and who 
to isolate. Health officials fear some patients, fearful of “COVID Shaming” are not 
seeking medical care or testing when they get sick and are not isolating or 
quarantining. They are asking you to back off on publicly dishing judgment and 
instead focus on what you can do in your social circle and your family to reduce 
the risk of exposure. That includes wearing masks, physically distancing, and 
avoiding social gatherings. / DISASTERS: The close to 450 personnel working to 
contain the Holiday Farm Fire are making daily progress. Incident managers say 
the blaze up the McKenzie is 78 percent contained and remains at slightly more 
than 173,000 acres. A key part of that effort is locating and extinguishing hot 
spots. Each night, officials say crews use handheld infrared cameras along the 
fire’s perimeter, up and down Highway 126, and around structures to identify any 



pockets of heat. If they do, engine crews come in to douse the flames and 
embers. Fire managers also are monitoring an area on the northeast corner of the 
fire where steep terrain dotted with overhead snags has made it too dangerous to 
send in ground crews. They say the fire has been creeping and smoldering in this 
area and poses low risk to the fire line. Helicopters are dropping water in this area 
during the days and while there is smoke coming from that corner of the blaze, 
officials say fire managers are closely monitoring it. A reminder for property 
owners who have been affected by the Holiday Farm Fire: Now is the time to “opt 
in” for free hazardous waste removal services. Property owners must sign a 
“Right of Entry Form” by Friday, October 16, to do so. For more information or to 
access the form online, please visit: www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire ; Lane 
County also has modified its Multi-Agency Resource Center (MARC) for residents 
affected by the Holiday Farm Fire from a weekly event to a daily offering. Now 
known as Recovery Assistance Services, it offers one-on-one sessions to connect 
residents with specific services as well as offer mental health support. The 
Recovery Assistance Services location is at the Lane Events Center, 796 West 
13th Avenue in Eugene, in Meeting Room #2. The services are available 
Monday–Thursday from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Right next door at the Lane Events 
Center is FEMA’s External Outreach Center where residents may receive 
information about their application, ask questions about letters they receive from 
FEMA, and have their documents scanned into their case file. The hours of 
operation for the FEMA Center are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., seven days a week. / 
COMMUNITY, DISASTERS: There is more assistance available for victims of the 
Holiday Farm Fire. Catholic Community Services of Lane County has received 
additional funds to distribute to individuals or families who have not already 
received this assistance and have been evacuated due to the Holiday Farm Fire 
in Lane County. It is a first-come, first-served offering and it takes place tomorrow 
(Thurs., Oct. 8) between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. outside Catholic Community 
Services’ Springfield Service Center. That is at 1025 G Street. The distribution will 
continue tomorrow until funds run out. Who is eligible? Adults living at the same 
address who have not already received this assistance. You are eligible to 
receive a $250 Visa Gift Card after you show government-issued ID showing your 
residence is or was in one of the fire’s Level 2 or Level 3 evacuation zones. If you 
have not been able to replace your ID, Speak with CCS staff onsite if unable to 
provide verification. Due to COVID-19, social distancing requirements and masks 
are required. Distribution will be happening outside, so dress accordingly & bring 
umbrellas if needed. Additional CCS services are available. On Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, the food pantry is open to anyone who needs food. 
Hours are 8:00 a.m.  to noon at both the Springfield and Eugene CCS Community 
Service Centers. For updated info on wildfire response fund availability, call 
541.345.3628, ext. 326. www.ccslc.org ; Another $50,000 distributed this week to 
agencies that are assisting victims of the Holiday Farm Fire. Officials with United 
Way of Lane County made the announcement yesterday. The recipients are ten 
local organizations that deal with everything from medical and mental health 
needs to family services and animal welfare. United Way’s Wildfire Response 
Fund has collected close to $475,000 over the past month. The initial allotments 
went to agencies providing immediate relief to displaced families and individuals. 
Going forward, United Way’s disbursements will focus on complex longer-
term needs including access to school and health care. Donations to the United 



Way’s Wildfire Response Fund may be made online at 
egiving.unitedwaylane.org/wildfires or call 541-741-6000. If you prefer to write a 
check, send it to United Way of Lane County, 3171 Gateway Loop, Springfield, 
OR 97477. Please put the word “Wildfires” in the memo line. / DISASTERS, 
HEALTH: Lane County Public Health today holds the first of three days of free 
COVID-19 testing for evacuees of the Holiday Farm Fire. Health experts say they 
know the evacuations, move to shelters and hotel rooms, transporting animals, 
and picking up relief supplies might have put some evacuees in close contact with 
others. While many events and activities took place outdoors with physical 
distancing, this is a way to learn whether you were or were not exposed. The 
testing is being conducted in partnership with the Oregon Health Authority and 
takes place on: Wednesday, October 7, from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Thursday, 
October 8, 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Friday, October 9, 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. All 
testing takes place in the Fairgrounds Parking Lot outside the Lane Events 
Center. That is at 796 West 13th Avenue in Eugene. Please bring your insurance 
card if you have insurance.  The test is free regardless of insurance status, but 
insurance reimbursements can help the county fund future testing events. If you 
have any questions, contact Lane County Public Health at 541-682-4041. / LOW-
INCOME, HEALTH, DISASTERS: Increased food benefits for SNAP recipients 
are continuing this month after the Oregon Department of Human Services 
received approval from the federal government. The additional $30 million in 
assistance brings all households to the maximum SNAP benefit. Households that 
already receive the maximum benefit will not receive any additional benefits. 
SNAP households will automatically receive the additional allotment in the same 
way they receive their current benefits. For most customers this is an EBT card. 
Oregonians already enrolled in SNAP do not need to take any additional action. 
This allotment will not permanently change a household’s monthly benefit 
amount. It is a temporary supplement to help during the current health crisis. The 
Oregon Department of Human Services will not be sending individual notices to 
households about the emergency allotments. The additional $30 million for 
eligible Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP recipients bring the 
total increased benefits in Oregon since the start of the pandemic to $180 million. 
/ SAFETY, CRIME, HEALTH: New concerns from local emergency responders 
about dangerous illegal drugs. In recent days, crews with Eugene Springfield Fire 
EMS and Eugene Police say they have encountered individuals having more 
severe reactions to a street drug of unknown origin, possibly methamphetamine. 
They say patients who have taken the drugs exhibit behavior is more erratic and 
frequent than usual. The drug users often appear confused, unpredictable and 
have sometimes-violent outbursts. Medical symptoms include profuse sweating, 
elevated vital signs, and unusual verbal statements. First responders say the 
severe drug reaction is putting patients at risk of harm to themselves or others, 
and if you see someone experiencing the symptoms you should call 9-1-1. / 
CRIME: Two more arrests in connection with the riots in late May that led 
extensive vandalism and looting of several Eugene businesses. 29-year-old Tyler 
James Hendry of Eugene was arrested yesterday for Riot and Criminal Mischief 
in the Second Degree. 25-year-old Cheyenne Mariah Bull of Eugene was arrested 
on September 25 following a traffic stop and charged with Burglary in the Second 
Degree, Theft in the First Degree, and Riot. They are the latest arrests in the 
investigation into the incident, which occurred on the night of May 29 into the 



early-morning hours of May 30. It came after a rally for racial justice devolved into 
the overnight riot and looting of businesses located near West Seventh Avenue 
and the Washington Street Bridge. Police analyzed hundreds of hours of security 
and cellphone cameras videos from the scene along with hundreds of 
photographs and matched them to witness accounts to develop a list of suspects. 
There were a number of earlier arrests and investigators say more arrests are 
anticipated. / POLITICS, ELECTIONS: He was part of the “Watergate Class” of 
1974, one of close to 75 Democrats elected to Congress in the wake of President 
Nixon’s resignation. He served six terms as Oregon’s Fourth District 
Representative and inspired a generation of younger adults to spend their lives in 
public service. Former Fourth District Congressman Jim Weaver died yesterday in 
Eugene. He was 93. Weaver sponsored the 1984 Oregon Wilderness Act; 
spearheaded an effort to federally recognize the Coos, Lower Umpqua, and 
Siuslaw tribes; worked for limits on herbicide and pesticide spraying; and was a 
longtime opponent of the construction of nuclear plants in the Washington Public 
Power Supply System. Oregon Congressman Peter DeFazio, who served on 
Weaver’s staff and later succeeded him in the Fourth District seat, released a 
statement yesterday. It praised Weaver for being, quote, "a tireless advocate for 
the environment, a passionate wilderness conservationist, a voice for peace in the 
midst of the Vietnam War, and a principled lawmaker.” / HOUSING, LOW-
INCOME, DEVELOPMENT: Rents might climb again next year in Oregon, as the 
state’s housing crunch continues. But the state is limiting rental increases to no 
more than 9.2 percent. The Oregon Department of Administrative Services 
recently published its 2021 rules for landlords, using a formula to calculate the 
upper limit for rent hikes. It is a result of a law passed by last year’s legislature to 
prevent extreme increases in rent. The formula sets the base amount at seven 
percent plus the Western region’s Consumer Price Index. / SPORTS: The Seattle 
Storm won their second WNBA championship in three seasons, sweeping the Las 
Vegas Aces with a 92-59 rout Tuesday night. It is the fourth title in franchise 
history for the Storm, who were led by Brenna Stewart, Sue Bird, and Jewell 
Lloyd. It was a second WNBA Championship for former Springfield High School 
standout Mercedes Russell, who was in her first year with the team when it won it 
all in 2018. Breanna Stewart set a WNBA record by scoring more than 20 points 
for the sixth consecutive finals game. She has 26 points last night and was 
named the league’s MVP for the second time in her career. ; The Eugene 
Marathon is returning to Hayward Field in 2021. Organizers yesterday unveiled 
details for the popular race, which was hiatus this year during the pandemic. The 
Eugene Marathon events will take place April 24-25, 2021, and include the 
Marathon, Half Marathon, 5K, and Kid’s Duck Dash. For participants, it is a 
chance to see and run on the track at the new Hayward Field. Last year, with 
Hayward Field construction in full swing, the Eugene Marathon reconfigured its 
course and moved the finish line to Autzen Stadium. Not a bad way to end: 
Runners celebrated as they crossed the 50-yard line. But organizers know the 
chance to finish at the new Hayward Field offers an exhilarating experience. The 
2021 race courses are still being developed. But because the pandemic might still 
be a factor, organizers say they also will offer a virtual option that includes cutting-
edge virtual race technology, a live-streaming virtual expo, sponsor benefits, and 
traditional Eugene Marathon swag. Should the in-person event not be able to take 
place, all 2021 registrants will be transferred to the 2021 virtual event. / EVENTS, 



COMMUNITY, HEALTH: Halloween is a popular American holiday, both for kids 
and families who trick-or-treat and the adults who hold parties. But federal, state, 
and local health officials say the pandemic makes Halloween a “problematic 
holiday” this year. Traditional gatherings could lead to another surge infections. 
The CDC, Oregon Health Authority, and Lane County Public Health encourage 
families to avoid traditional door-to-door “trick-or-treating” or “trunk-or-treating” 
events this year and not hold or attend Halloween parties. Instead, they suggest 
holding activities at home where everyone in the family can wear costumes, carve 
jack-o-lanterns, watch fun or scary movies, play games, and share treats. If you 
take part in a group activity with those outside your household, officials urge you 
to make sure a good-quality face mask is part of your attire instead of a flimsy 
Halloween mask. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Have you noticed the smooth driving through the 
Washington-Jefferson Street Bridge construction zone on the western end of 
Interstate 105? The work is almost complete! Crews with the Oregon Department 
of Transportation have about three weeks of finish work, primarily seismic 
reinforcement under the bridge. Drivers might encounter a few nighttime lane 
closures. But much of what they’ll see is cleanup. Work on the Beltline / Delta 
interchange remains on schedule. A new sound wall is taking shape and the new 
bridge heading to westbound Beltline is well underway, with concrete pours set 
for this week. / ELECTIONS: The November 3rd, 2020 General Election is less 
than one month away and over the next few days Oregonians will start seeing 
Voters’ Pamphlets arriving at their residences. Every election is important and the 
decisions we make on Election Day affect our future. Take the time to get 
registered if eligible, ensure registration information is correct at 
https://sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/registration.aspx?lang=en , and become 
familiar with key dates for this year’s General Election. Key Dates: Voters’ 
Pamphlets Arrive October 7th-9th; Last Day to Register October 13th; Ballots 
Start Mailing Out October 14th; Last Day to Mail in Ballots October 27th; Election 
Day November 3rd. The devastating wildfires have impacted many Oregonians. 
For any Oregonians displaced from their home and concerned about voting in the 
General Election this November, rest assured our office is working closely with 
local election officials to ensure voters receive their ballot. More information 
specific to the wildfires and voting is available at https://sos.oregon.gov/voting-
elections/Pages/fires.aspx Oregon’s Vote by Mail system provides a convenient 
way to vote, and voters may also track their ballot. Voters can see where their 
ballot is in the process through My Vote at 
https://sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/myvote.aspx?lang=en Voters with disabilities 
or who need assistance or accommodation have options to help ensure their 
voices are heard. Voters may receive assistance or accommodation with 
registering to vote, voting, and returning their ballot. We have information for 
those who may need assistance or accommodation online at 
https://sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/disabilities.aspx “Our vote by mail system is 
safe, secure and convenient,” said Secretary Clarno. “I challenge all eligible 
voters to vote in this General Election so that Oregon can lead the nation in voter 
turnout. Oregon has and continues to blaze new trails in expanding access to 
voting. Other states are beginning to follow our Vote by Mail example, but let’s 



prove to the nation that our citizens are engaged and committed to democracy.” 
Remember, your ballot must be received by election officials by 8:00 p.m. on 
November 3rd to be counted! Postmarks do not count.  Please return your ballot 
as early as possible. If you are returning your ballot through the mail, we 
recommend you send it in no later than October 27th. / HEALTH: Lane County 
Public Health officials were notified of another 63 additional cases of COVID-19 
yesterday. Officials say 288 people are considered infectious—up 22 from the day 
before. Hospitalizations also increased, from ten to 15. Since mid-March, the 
pandemic has claimed the lives of 21 Lane County residents—13 of those tied to 
outbreaks at local long-term care facilities. County health officials hold a briefing 
later this morning to discuss the rising infection rate. While small social gatherings 
were a big source of transmission early last month, they say large college-age 
parties and workplace outbreaks are fueling many of the current cases. Health 
experts continue to plead with you to avoid holding social gatherings, and to wear 
masks and physically distance when around people who are not members of your 
household. Cases are rising across the state, as well. The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 305 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 
cases and two new deaths. That raises the state’s pandemic death toll to 583. 
Yesterday’s weekly report from the Oregon Health Authority noted that last 
week's 2,055 new cases of COVID-19 represented a three percent increase in 
infections from the week before. Deaths were also up last week, from 18 to 25. 
The percentage of positive tests also increased slightly to 6.3 percent. / 
DISASTERS, WEATHER, SAFETY: Rain is in the forecast on Saturday. That is 
good news for crews working to secure the perimeter of the Holiday Farm Fire. 
With cooler weather and containment now at 80 percent, fire behavior is expected 
to ease. Close to 630 personnel are battling the blaze. But as the number of hot 
spots diminishes, some will be released and head home over the next few days—
either to enjoy a few days off or be transferred to work other fires around the 
nation. You might see crews and engines departing some fire camps, even some 
aircraft heading for other destinations. Fewer and smaller fire camps mean a 
return to more normal operation for several locations around Springfield. During 
the next few days, you will see fewer fire crews at places like Willamalane’s Bob 
Artz Memorial Park off Thurston Road, as well as the Springfield School District’s 
Thurston Middle School and Thurston High School. Back up the McKenzie Valley, 
firefighters continue to search for hot spots and mop up smokes along the 
perimeter and near structures and roadways. Suppression repair work also is an 
important focus. With the weekend rains in the forecast, crews are working to 
place some erosion controls, known as “water bars.” Among those conducting 
such assessments are members of the U.S. Forest Service’s Burn Area 
Emergency Response team and the Bureau of Land Management’s Emergency 
Stabilization and Restoration group. Their focus is on things like stabilizing soils 
and starting rehabilitation efforts across federally owned lands.   A reminder for 
property owners who have been affected by the Holiday Farm Fire: Now is the 
time to “opt in” for free hazardous waste removal services. Property owners must 
sign a “Right of Entry Form” by Friday, October 16, to do so.  ; Crews with the 
Oregon Department of Transportation continue to clear and repair sections of 
state highways through wildfire burn zones. Drivers should continue to expect 
potentially long delays of between 20 minutes and two hours in work areas. 
Roughly 43 miles of highways remain closed, down from a peak of 244 during the 



height of last month’s wildfire battles. While general traffic is allowed on Highway 
126, the McKenzie Highway, pilot vehicles continue to guide traffic along a 
combined 32 miles of roadway. This includes sections of Oregon highway 22 in 
the Santiam Canyon and Highway 138-E along the North Umpqua. ODOT crews 
and contractors have removed more than 10,000 trees that pose an immediate 
hazard along a combined 97 miles of highway through the fire zones. Hazard 
trees are those whose roots and trunks were severely damaged during the fires 
and are most likely to fall or drop limbs on the roadway. Crews are also assessing 
culverts, pavement, slopes, signs, and equipment for damage. They have 
wrapped up their work assessing guardrail and bridges. So far, most spans 
survived the blazes but one bridge along Oregon Highway 22 along the Santiam 
was damaged and more than 10 miles of guardrail statewide burned. ODOT may 
have further work to do to stabilize hillsides or clear debris. Slides and debris 
flows are a particular concern – especially after rains – in areas where fire has 
stripped away vegetation, tree roots and underbrush. Traveling over the 
mountains from the southern Willamette Valley? Oregon Highway 58 over 
Willamette Pass and U.S. 20 from the mid-valley remain open with no restrictions. 
Drivers should check TripCheck.com for updates on closures. ; There is more 
assistance available today for victims of the Holiday Farm Fire. Catholic 
Community Services of Lane County has received additional funds to distribute to 
individuals or families who have not already received this assistance and have 
been evacuated due to the Holiday Farm Fire in Lane County. It is a first-come, 
first-served offering and it takes place today (Thurs., Oct. 8) between 8:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. outside Catholic Community Services’ Springfield Service Center. 
That is at 1025 G Street. The distribution will continue tomorrow until funds run 
out. Who is eligible? Adults living at the same address who have not already 
received this assistance. You are eligible to receive a $250 Visa Gift Card after 
you show government-issued ID showing your residence is or was in one of the 
fire’s Level 2 or Level 3 evacuation zones. If you have not been able to replace 
your ID, Speak with CCS staff onsite if unable to provide verification. Due to 
COVID-19, social distancing requirements and masks are required. Distribution 
will be happening outside, so dress accordingly & bring umbrellas if needed. 
Additional CCS services are available. On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 
the food pantry is open to anyone who needs food. Hours are 8:00 a.m.  to noon 
at both the Springfield and Eugene CCS Community Service Centers. ; Lane 
County Public Health today holds a second day of free COVID-19 testing for 
evacuees of the Holiday Farm Fire. Health experts say they know the 
evacuations, move to shelters and hotel rooms, transporting animals, and picking 
up relief supplies might have put some evacuees in close contact with others. 
While many events and activities took place outdoors with physical distancing, 
this is a way to learn whether you were or were not exposed. The testing is being 
conducted in partnership with the Oregon Health Authority and takes place on: 
Thursday, October 8, 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Friday, October 9, 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. All testing takes place in the Fairgrounds Parking Lot outside the Lane 
Events Center. That is at 796 West 13th Avenue in Eugene. Please bring your 
insurance card if you have insurance.  The test is free regardless of insurance 
status, but insurance reimbursements can help the county fund future testing 
events. If you have any questions, contact Lane County Public Health at 541-682-
4041. ; A reminder while you drop by the Lane Events Center for that free testing: 



Lane County also has modified its Multi-Agency Resource Center (MARC) for 
residents affected by the Holiday Farm Fire from a weekly event to a daily 
offering. Now known as Recovery Assistance Services, it offers one-on-one 
sessions to connect residents with specific services as well as offer mental health 
support. The Recovery Assistance Services location is at the Lane Events Center, 
796 West 13th Avenue in Eugene, in Meeting Room #2. The services are 
available Monday–Thursday from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Right next door at the 
Lane Events Center is FEMA’s External Outreach Center where residents may 
receive information about their application, ask questions about letters they 
receive from FEMA, and have their documents scanned into their case file. The 
hours of operation for the FEMA Center are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., seven days a week. 
/ CRIME: Springfield Police this morning arrested 28-year-old James Sydney 
Smith and charged him with Unlawful Use of a Weapon and Unlawful Use of a 
Short-Barreled Shotgun. It came after numerous callers dialed 9-1-1 to report 
hearing multiple shots being fired in the area of U St and V Streets east of 
Pioneer Parkway shortly after 1:30 this morning. As officers arrived and 
approached the driveway of the Smith’s residence, they heard a shot fired and the 
sound of debris falling around them. Officers could not determine whether the 
suspect was shooting at them so took cover and a short time later could hear 
more rounds being loaded. The good news? Officers began giving Smith 
commands on how to safely exit the property so he could be taken into 
custody. He listened and followed their orders. Investigators say Smith was 
arrested without further incident and that it does not appear he was intentionally 
shooting at officers or anyone in particular. During the investigation, Springfield 
Police located the shotgun along with seven spent casings. Investigators say the 
shotgun had a sawed-off barrel, which is a felony. As police interviewed a woman 
at the scene, she said when she saw the officers arrive, she was confident they 
would talk Smith down and resolve the situation without anyone getting hurt. This 
incident highlights potential lethal force encounters Police Officers face, but use 
their instincts, training, and tactics to carry out their duties without injury. ; Another 
arrest yesterday in connection with the extensive vandalism and looting in late 
May that included several Eugene businesses near Seventh and Washington 
Streets. 19-year-old Courtney Nicole Hallett of Springfield was arrested yesterday 
for Riot, Burglary in the Second Degree, and Theft in the First Degree. The 
incidents occurred on the night of May 29 into the early-morning hours of May 30. 
It came after a peaceful rally for racial justice devolved into the overnight riot and 
looting of businesses located near the base of the Washington Street Bridge. 
Police have been analyzing hundreds of hours of security and cellphone camera 
videos from the scene along with hundreds of photographs to matched them to 
witness accounts to develop a list of suspects. There were a number of earlier 
arrests. Investigators say more arrests are expected. ; Eugene Police this week 
made an arrest in connection with a late August stabbing in the 1100 block of 
West Seventh Avenue. 30-year-old Brent William Roberts was arrested at the 
downtown bus station Assault in the First Degree and Unlawful Use of a Weapon. 
Investigators say the male victim was stabbed early on the morning of August 27 
after a confrontation led to a dispute outside a convenience store. The victim was 
hospitalized with serious injuries. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Number 12 Oregon has 
been picked by the media as the preseason favorite to win the Pac-12 
championship when the conference resumes its season. The Ducks received 21 



votes. The title game is set for December 18. Others receiving votes to win the 
crown in a poll released Wednesday include USC with 15, along with Arizona 
State and Utah with one apiece. The media has successfully selected the 
conference champion in 31 of the last 59 polls. Oregon also picked up 35 of the 
38 first-place votes to repeat as the Pac-12 North division champion, followed by 
California with three. The rest of the predicted order of finish went Washington, 
Stanford, Oregon State and Washington State. On the Pac-12 South side, USC 
earned 32 first-place votes. The Trojans were followed by Arizona State, Utah, 
UCLA, Colorado, and Arizona. The league voted last month to resume the season 
after postponing it due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The seven-game, conference-
only schedule will begin Nov. 7. /  
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HEALTH: Lane County Public Health officials say they were notified yesterday of 
40 new COVID-19 cases, one new death, and three new outbreaks in 
workplaces. It comes as they continue to sound the alarm about the rise in our 
local infection rates. Thirteen of the 279 people considered infectious are 
hospitalized. Lane County’s 22nd COVID-19 death is an 82-year-old man from the 
Eugene-Springfield area. He tested positive on September 25 and died on 
Wednesday. Public health officials say the new workplace clusters include: There 
are 15 cases among workers and their close contacts associated with the Oregon 
Beverage Recycling Cooperative facility in the 2100 block of West Broadway in 
Eugene. County spokesman Jason Davis says there are no cases among 
customers and officials continue to monitor the situation. Davis noted that such 
facilities do carry a higher potential risk for infection with the numbers of 
frequently touched surfaces and buttons. There are 17 cases among workers and 
their close contacts associated with Seneca Sawmill in Noti. Fourteen of those 
cases involved Lane County residents, the remaining three reside in another 
county. And there currently are six cases among workers and their close contacts 
associated with Kingsford Charcoal in Springfield. Officials say all three 
workplaces are following all public health protocols to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. They add that with the growth in cases across Lane County, it is not 
surprising that more workplaces are being affected. Health investigators say 
employers and their workers are doing a good job of following safety procedures 
when they are on the job, whether working alone, in groups, or dealing with 
clients and customers. But they say the coronavirus often spreads when workers 
go on break or to lunch and meet in groups in small spaces and remove their 
protective masks or socialize outside of work. Officials say local transmission also 
is occurring during social gatherings and parties, including among groups of 
young adults, or as a result of out-of-area travel. ; The Oregon Health Authority 
reported 484 new confirmed COVID-19 cases on Thursday, the state’s largest 
daily total since the start of the pandemic. In addition, there were 11 new deaths, 
increasing Oregon’s death toll to 594. More than 36,100 people have tested 
positive for COVID-19 in Oregon since the start of the pandemic. The Oregon 
Health Authority yesterday released results of a recent survey on coronavirus 
precautions: It found eight in ten Oregonians are wearing masks nearly all the 
time in public and indoor spaces. More than two in every three people are 
avoiding crowded places. And six in ten of those surveyed are staying at least six 



feet away from others when in public. But during a time when social gatherings 
are one of the big contributors to the virus’ spread, people are continuing to take 
their chances: Half of those surveyed reported attending four or more social 
gatherings in the previous two weeks. There were also some who were 
surveyed—slightly more than one in every six—who said they took part in 11 or 
more social gatherings in the previous two weeks. One in five said at least one of 
the gatherings they attended brought together ten or more people—which is 
above state guidelines. State and local health officials say many of our recent 
cases are tied to gatherings over Labor Day weekend, as well as get-togethers 
and parties involving young adults, and the return of college students to 
campuses. Other cases are tied to recent workplace outbreaks and find that while 
employers and their workers are doing a good job when on the clock, they are 
often spreading the virus during break- and lunch-time when they crowd into small 
spaces and remove their masks, or when they socialize outside of work. The 
survey found different levels of concern about COVID-19 among respondents 
based on age, geography, political views, and their race and ethnicity. Latinos—
who work in many service sector, agricultural, and food processing jobs and have 
seen higher rates of infection—expressed higher levels of concern than whites 
and reported wearing masks more frequently. Members of the Latinx community 
have accounted for nearly 40 percent of Oregon’s COVID-19 cases. / SAFETY, 
BUSINESS, HEALTH: Investigators say they visited multiple times over two 
months, offering education and issuing warnings. But last week, then Oregon 
Liquor Control Commission suspended the license of a nightclub in Drain. They 
say operators and employees of “Top of the Bowl” violated state face covering 
and social distancing requirements and served food and drink—including 
alcoholic beverages—after the state’s 10 p.m. closure time. The OLCC began its 
inspection in July. Inspectors returned twice in August, then again in September. 
Officials say they spoke with Top of the Bowl’s licensee about the violations and 
met with the nightclub’s licensee and bar manager in early September to discuss 
ways to get them into compliance. Two weeks later, the OLCC made another 
inspection and found more violations. The “Top of the Bowl” licensee has 
requested a hearing to challenge the immediate suspension of its liquor license. 
In the meantime, the business may serve food and non-alcoholic beverages only. 
/ BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Small business owners: There is a new 
round of State of Oregon COVID-19 Emergency Small Business Grants available. 
But you need to apply as soon as possible, because the funds are being 
disbursed on a first-come, first-served basis.  According to the folks at the Lane 
Small Business Development Center, businesses with 25 or fewer employees that 
received less than $100,000 in federal CARES act funds are eligible to apply for 
this grant. This is a change from previous rounds of state funds, in which 
businesses that had received any Payroll Protection program (PPP) or EIDL 
funds were not eligible. There are two different applications: one for businesses 
that have not previously received an award from the State's COVID fund; and 
another for those that have. And again, if you are interested in applying, please 
act quickly. ; SAIF, Oregon's not-for-profit workers' compensation insurance 
company, this week declared a $100 million dividend for policyholders. It is good 
news for many businesses, who continue to face the revenue challenges 
associated with the pandemic. More than $9.7 million of that is being returned to 
Lane County employers. SAIF officials say the dividend is an indication that 



employers and their employees are working together to prevent workplace injuries 
and illnesses. The dividend will be based on premiums for policies whose annual 
term ended in 2019 and will be distributed in October. This is the eleventh year in 
a row SAIF has been able to offer a dividend, and the 23rd dividend in the past 31 
years. During the pandemic, SAIF has added to its offerings, taking steps to help 
injured workers who faced challenges accessing care and working to reduce the 
financial burden on businesses. SAIF also created the $25 million coronavirus 
worker safety fund, making more than 3,400 awards to Oregon businesses to 
help cover expenses tied to making workplaces safer against the virus. / 
DISASTERS: The Holiday Farm Fire now is 82 percent contained. It remains at 
slightly more than 173,000 acres and has not experienced any growth in the past 
two weeks. Incident managers say marine air began settling over the western 
portion of the fire yesterday, bringing areas of morning fog and drizzle. At the 
same time, the eastern portion of fire area remained drier with clear skies. But 
cooler weather was a relief to all fire crews. Humidity is climbing ahead of 
Saturday morning’s expected rain. A reminder that there are numerous closure 
orders in the fire area. They bare for your safety and that of fire, utility, and roads 
crews. Many hazards remain, from dead or fire-weakened trees, ash pits, stump 
holes, and rolling or falling logs and other debris. Please respect road closures, 
as well as property closures posted by residents and landowners. And once 
again, a reminder for property owners who have been affected by the Holiday 
Farm Fire: You have one week remaining to “opt in” for free hazardous waste 
removal services. Property owners must sign a “Right of Entry Form” by Friday, 
October 16. / DISASTERS, HEALTH: Lane County Public Health today holds its 
third and final day of free COVID-19 testing for evacuees of the Holiday Farm 
Fire. Health experts say they know the evacuations, move to shelters and hotel 
rooms, transporting animals, and picking up relief supplies might have put some 
evacuees in close contact with others. While many events and activities took 
place outdoors with physical distancing, this is a way to learn whether you were or 
were not exposed. The testing is being conducted in partnership with the Oregon 
Health Authority and takes place today from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in the 
Fairgrounds Parking Lot outside the Lane Events Center. That is at 796 West 
13th Avenue in Eugene. Please bring your insurance card if you have 
insurance.  The test is free regardless of insurance status, but insurance 
reimbursements can help the county fund future testing events. If you have any 
questions, contact Lane County Public Health at 541-682-4041. / LOW-INCOME, 
DISASTERS: Affected by last month's wildfires? SNAP recipients in Lane, 
Douglas, Linn, Benton, Marion, Clackamas, Columbia, Coos, Deschutes, 
Jackson, Jefferson, Josephine, Klamath, Lake, Lincoln, Tillamook, Wasco, 
Washington, and Yamhill counties now have until October 19 to apply to replace 
food purchased with their SNAP benefits. The Oregon Department of Human 
Services received federal approval for the additional extension for Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program for SNAP recipients in 20 counties to request the 
replacement of benefits if they lost food during the power outages or wildfires that 
began on Labor Day, September 7. There is no need to visit an office to request 
replacement SNAP benefits. SNAP recipients may call their local office and 
submit the required information by email, fax, or regular mail. Recipients can use 
either the official affidavit for such losses or submit a signed and dated written 
request that includes details on how and what food was destroyed, the date it 



happened, and the amount paid for each item. / GOVERNMENT, DISASTERS: 
The Oregon Department of Revenue will provide relief to victims of Oregon 
wildfires and the Labor Day windstorm that preceded them. This covers 
individuals and households reside in or have a business located in Lane, 
Douglas, Linn, Marion, Clackamas, Lincoln, Klamath, or Jackson counties. If more 
counties are added later to FEMA’s individual assistance disaster areas, their 
individuals and households will be eligible to receive the same relief. The relief 
will waive any penalty and interest for late filing or late payment related to due 
dates that fall on or after September 7 of this year and before January 15 of next 
year—as long as you pay your taxes by January 15. The Oregon relief applies to 
all affected taxpayers who are filing any income, payroll, and excise taxes 
originally due during the relief period. If you receive a billing or adjustment notice 
from Revenue related to a late filing or late payment caused by a disaster 
situation, you may follow the instructions in the notice to request a waiver of 
penalty and interest. / HOUSING, GOVERNMENT, DISASTERS: Officials with 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, FEMA, this week approved a plan 
to help provide temporary housing for hundreds of Oregonians displaced by last 
month’s wildfires in some of the hardest-hit parts of the state. So far, that does 
NOT include Lane or Douglas Counties. But FEMA officials are continuing to 
evaluate. The assistance targets residents in Linn and Marion Counties affected 
by the fires in the Santiam Canyon, as well as those in Southern Oregon’s 
Jackson County whose neighborhoods were devastated by the blaze that tore 
through the communities of Phoenix and Talent. The Direct Housing Assistance is 
being based on the individual needs and situations of survivors based on how 
quickly their homes can be repaired to a safe, sanitary and secure condition, and 
the availability of rental housing options in their communities.  It provides up to 18 
months of support. State officials say they continues to work directly with the Red 
Cross and other public and private partners to ensure every impacted Oregonian 
has a safe place to stay. The wildfires across Western and Southern Oregon 
already have burned more than one million acres and destroyed more than 4,100 
homes. Thousands more suffered major damage. / COMMUNITY, EVENTS, 
HEALTH: Family fun but with plenty of physical distancing and other precautions. 
Willamalane Park and Recreation District is panning expanded opportunities for 
safer Halloween celebrations this month with its “Halloween Extravaganza — a 
Spooktacular October.” Willamalane is hosting a Drive-thru Haunted Hayride and 
two Ghostly Golf mini golf events. These are low-contact events that meet current 
safety guidelines. Groups should be limited to household members only. 
Registration opens for all events on Monday, October 12, at 8 a.m. Willamalane 
will hold a modified version of its annual Haunted Hayride Oct. 22-24 at Dorris 
Ranch. The event has historically offered a group hayride through the trails of 
Dorris Ranch with hands-on activities for families. This year, riders will remain in 
their own vehicles to meet safety guidelines. Attendees will drive their vehicle 
through a loop at Dorris Ranch, stopping at entertainment stations featuring local 
circus-themed performers, take-home goodies, and more. Ghostly Golf is a two-
night, after-hours event at Camp Putt. The miniature golf courses will be covered 
in lights, gravestones, and spooky ambience. Safety considerations will be 
familiar to anyone who has recently visited Camp Putt and pre-register ensures 
adequate space between groups as well as enough time to enjoy the decorated 
course. / RECREATION: Hey, campers. We all know there's pent-up demand to 



enjoy the Great Outdoors. So, too, do the folks at Lane County Parks. Here's 
today's (10/8) update: Richardson Park, located at the northwest end of Fern 
Ridge Reservoir, is extending the camping season through the end of October. 
Located at 25950 Richardson Park Road, the 115-acre Richardson Park is the 
largest developed park in the County Parks system. With 88 sites, a large day use 
area, and three picnic shelters, it is one of the most visited County parks. 
Richardson has a 212-slip marina, a swimming area, play structures, game areas, 
and an outdoor amphitheater. “Generally, the season ends in September,” said 
Lane County Parks Supervising Analyst Michelle Hunt. “But this year there has 
been such a strong local demand for camping and other outdoor activities that we 
felt it made sense to accept reservations for a few more weeks and reevaluate the 
seasonal closure date at that time.” Lane County Parks also operates two year-
round campgrounds: Harbor Vista Campground in Florence and Armitage Park 
north of Eugene. / CHARITABLE, HEALTH, COMMUNITY: The pandemic 
delayed things a bit, but the combined PeaceHealth Heartfelt House and Ronald 
McDonald House holds its first anniversary “birthday” celebration today (Friday, 
October 9), from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. The “drive thru” party is a chance to donate 
items and wave greetings to some of the facility’s staff and guests. Thanks to 
Kendall Cares, Black Rock Coffee Bar, and the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Oregon & SW Washington for coordinating this “Stuff the Truck” 
event—along with McDonald’s, which is providing each donor with a coupon for 
free fries. The PeaceHealth Heartfelt House and Ronald McDonald House 
opened on Sept. 10, 2019, in Springfield—adjacent to PeaceHealth Sacred Heart 
Medical Center at RiverBend. It offers free lodging and other assistance for 
families who have been referred to the program and whose adult members, 
youngsters and teens are receiving specialized medical care at either 
PeaceHealth’s RiverBend or University District Medical Centers. / LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, CIVIL RIGHTS: Portland police have referred nearly 
1,000 protest-related cases to the Multnomah District Attorney’s Office since late 
May and prosecutors have declined to file charges in nearly 70% of them, 
according to an online dashboard unveiled Wednesday. The 
Oregonian/OregonLive reports prosecutors have so far fielded 974 criminal cases 
against people in the ongoing demonstrations against racial injustice and police 
use of force. Data provided by the office shows they have dropped 666 of them 
without filing charges. Prosecutors have issued charges in 95 felony and 33 
misdemeanor cases, according to the dashboard. Another 182 cases are under 
review. / ENVIRONMENT: The Willamette Falls fishway near Oregon City, 
including its fish ladders, reopened this week. Biologists with the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife say fish once again can pass through the 
fishway. Hundreds of Coho and Chinook have already been spotted swimming 
past the counting window. Staff then review video files to update the count. The 
fishway was closed in late August. Coho salmon, which are not listed as 
threatened, are the primary fish species using the ladder in the fall. The Coho that 
normally start to pass through the ladder around this time of year stayed 
downstream of the falls and now are moving upstream through the reopened 
ladder. Based on the 10-year average run timing, about half of the Coho salmon 
run does not migrate over the falls until after Oct. 1. Peak spawning of Coho in 
upper Willamette tributaries typically occurs between mid-November and mid-
December, meaning Coho still have time to reach their spawning grounds. By 



waiting until late August to begin the work, crews avoided the time of year when 
upper Willamette steelhead and spring Chinook—both threatened species— use 
the fishway. Nearly 95 percent of the hatchery summer steelhead has migrated 
upstream of the falls by late August. / SPORTS, HEALTH: A season unlike any 
other ramps up today when Oregon and Oregon State open their fall football 
camps. They begin with daily testing for COVID-19 for players, coaches, and 
staff. Pac-12 athletic departments are counting on the rapid testing machines 
produced by Quidel (QWHEYE’-dehl) to keep practices and other team activities 
virus-free and allow them to quickly sideline anyone who might test positive. 
Oregon opens its abbreviated Pac-12 college football season in Eugene on 
November 7 against Stanford while Oregon State kicks off against Washington 
State in Corvallis. Number 12 Oregon has been picked by the media as the 
preseason favorite to win the Pac-12 championship when the conference 
resumes its season. The seven-game, conference-only schedule calls for each 
team to play its five divisional opponents and one crossover opponent from the 
other division. The North division rivalry games will be played on Friday, Nov. 27. 
They include the Oregon-Oregon State match-up. The crossover games include 
Oregon hosting UCLA on Friday, November 20, and Oregon State at Utah on 
Saturday, December 5. The Pac-12 championship game is set for December 18. 
The ten teams that don’t make it into that game will play one final contest on 
December 19 with the matchups based on standings after Week 6. All games in 
the first six weeks of the season will be nationally televised by either ABC, ESPN, 
ESPN2, ESPNU, Fox or FS1. The Pac-12 championship will be televised on Fox. 
Broadcast times and channels will be announced later. / SPORTS: Los Angeles 
Chargers coach Anthony Lynn has named quarterback Justin Herbert the starter 
for the rest of the season, beginning with Monday night’s game at New Orleans. 
That is great news for Oregon Duck fans, who have seen the U-of-O’s former 
quarterback start the last three Charges games. Tyrod Taylor was the starter 
going into the season and directed the Chargers to a Week 1 win over Cincinnati. 
But the 10-year veteran suffered a rib injury during the game and then suffered a 
punctured lung while receiving a pain-killing injection before LA’s Sept. 20 game 
against Kansas City. Taylor was taken to the hospital, which cleared the way for 
Herbert. Herbert has thrown for over 290 yards in all three starts and gained 
praise from coaches and his teammates. /  
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EDUCATION, HEALTH: Winter Term at the University of Oregon is going to look 
a lot like Fall Term: Mostly remote and online courses with limited in-person 
instruction. Campus leaders made the announcement yesterday. Oregon State 
University made a similar decision last week. It comes as new COVID-19 cases 
continue to surge across Oregon and Lane County. In a message to students, 
University of Oregon President Michael Schill and Provost Patrick Phillips noted 
that the Winter Term class schedule will be released November 16 and that tuition 
and fees will be the same as Fall Term. Many classes will be delivered entirely 
online. Some will include online interaction during scheduled class periods. A 
limited number of courses will include in-person instruction with pandemic 
precautions in place. That includes reduced class sizes, increased classroom 
airflow, required wearing of masks, and physical distancing. Those offerings 
include things like lab sessions, studio or creative classes, physical education, 
and the like. Students living in the residence halls will be notified by email later 
this fall about the Winter Term coronavirus testing and move-in process. As is the 
case during Fall Term, many buildings, including Knight Library, Student 
Recreation Center, Erb Memorial Union, research facilities, and some classroom 
spaces will be open to the campus community but will remain closed to members 
of the public. / SPORTS, HEALTH: They were a popular addition to major league 
ballparks during the pandemic season. Now, they’re coming to Autzen Stadium. 
For either $50 or $75, Duck fans have a chance to purchase a cutout of 
themselves or someone else to adorn a seat in Autzen when Oregon kicks off its 
conference-only season on November 7. Duck Athletics officials have the details 
on their ticket site at GoDucks.com For $50, football season ticketholders will be 
able to submit your favorite photo of themselves, a family member, or a pet to 
show their team pride. Those cutouts will be in high-visibility spots in the stadium. 
Fans who do not have season ticket subscriptions may purchase a cutout for $75 
that will be placed in one of the end zones. University of Oregon students may 
purchase a cutout for $50 to hang out in the student section. All proceeds from 
fan cutout sales will go directly to Oregon Athletics as we continue to support our 
student-athletes in the best way possible. Each cutout purchase by ticket holders 
and fans will be entered to win prizes from The Duck Store and North Fork Public 
House in Eugene, presented by OCCU. Students will be entered in a drawing to 
win a $2,500 scholarship to the U-of-O, sponsored by American Campus 
Communities. ; The return of football in the Pac-12 in November will bring some 



much-needed relief to cash-strapped athletic departments trying to weather the 
coronavirus pandemic. But will really make a big difference? Athletic directors 
around the league say it probably will not make much of a dent as most of the 
damage has already been done. Faced with large budget shortfalls, most schools 
in the league have already resorted to layoffs, furloughs, and cutting some sports 
entirely. None of the Pac-12 football games will have fans in attendance. Still, 
potential television revenues are welcomed as football teams prepare for an 
abbreviated season. Oregon President Michael Schill, chairman of the Pac-12 
CEO group, echoed that the return of football is by no means going to make up 
the shortfall. “The losses that our schools are encountering — particularly in our 
athletic department —— are huge. The amount of money that will be paid as a 
result of going back to play is tiny in comparison to the losses,” Schill said. At 
Oregon State, the athletic department laid off nearly two dozen employees in 
June because of the hit the school was taking without football. Those employees 
will not likely be rehired, athletic director Scott Barnes said. He said possible 
television revenue looked healthy, but it is still uncertain how it will all shake out. 
“I’ll tell you this, that as it relates to television, we’re close to being able to max out 
with the games we’re playing -- not quite there, but very close to the max for the 
ESPN/Fox dollars based on the schedule that we’re looking at,” Barnes said. 
“Obviously, there’s all sorts of revenue gaps because we’re not going to have 
fans, we’re not going to have concessions, parking, donations. All that, I haven’t 
put a pencil to it.” The pandemic shut down sports in March, including the NCAA 
basketball tournaments. With no March Madness, the NCAA was short $375 
million in the money scheduled to be distributed to its member schools, which 
were already facing questions about enrollment levels and tuition shortfalls. 
Following the cancellation of all spring sports, the league decided on Aug. 11 to 
postpone all fall and winter sports until after the first of next year. But a deal with 
Quidel, a California-based diagnostic healthcare manufacturer, for a daily rapid-
results coronavirus testing program helped put the football season — by far the 
biggest revenue generator in college sports — back on track. The league will 
open a seven-game, conference-only football season on Nov. 7. / ELDERS, 
GOVERNMENT: Social Security recipients will receive a modest 1.3 percent cost-
of living-increase in 2021, but that might be small comfort amid worries about the 
coronavirus pandemic and its consequences for older people. Government 
estimates released Tuesday show the increase amounts to $20 a month for the 
average retired worker. The estimated average Social Security payment for a 
retired worker would be $1,543 a month. The cost-of-living adjustment, or COLA, 
affects the personal finances of about 1 in 5 Americans. The economic fallout 
from the virus reduced tax collections for Social Security and Medicare. But there 
has been no real discussion of either program in the election contest between 
President Trump and Joe Biden. / HEALTH: Oregon marked a grim milestone on 
Tuesday as state health officials announced the state had surpassed 600 deaths 
from COVID-19 since the pandemic began. The Oregon Health Authority says six 
more people have died, bringing the statewide total to 605 fatalities. Health 
officials say there were also 321 new cases diagnosed statewide, bringing the 
total number of cases in Oregon to 37,780. The deaths were in Malheur, 
Multnomah, Yamhill, and Marion counties. The counties with the highest number 
of new cases Tuesday are all in the Portland metropolitan area: Multnomah, 
Washington, and Clackamas. ; Lane County Public Health officials yesterday 



received reports of another 29 additional COVID-19 cases. They say 210 people 
are considered infectious, 14 of whom are hospitalized. The county’s death toll 
remains at 22. / SAFETY: Eugene Police say the drivers of two vehicles involved 
in a crash yesterday morning on Highway 99 at Barger were taken to the hospital 
for treatment of non-life-threatening injuries. It happened shortly before 11:00 
a.m., when investigators say the driver of a Chevy Silverado headed south on 
Highway 99 struck a Ford Fiesta that was turning off Barger onto 99 in the same 
direction. Police say the truck went up onto a sidewalk and struck a control box 
for the intersection lights. The crash investigation is continuing. / DISASTERS: A 
reminder for property owners affected by the Holiday Farm Fire: Friday is the 
deadline to sign up for free household hazardous waste cleanup. You need to 
sign an access agreement, known as a “Right of Entry” form, to allow crews to 
clean up hazardous waste on their property. The form is available online at 
www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire Paper copies of the form are also available at 
the McKenzie Fire Station in Leaburg and at the Upper McKenzie Fire Station in 
McKenzie Bridge. Forms also may be returned to those locations by the end of 
the day on October 16. Debris removal teams are set to begin work next week 
with the goal of wrapping things up by the end of the year. Your household 
hazardous waste cleanup will be entirely covered by state and federal funds. 
Household hazardous waste includes fuel and petroleum, pool chemicals, car 
batteries, antifreeze, used oil filters, solvents, fertilizers, pesticides, propane 
tanks, disinfectants, aerosols, paint, bleach, and ammunition. Crews will also 
safely identify and dispose of large pieces of asbestos materials. Officials remind 
you that if the government is handling clean-up you may not collect insurance 
payments for the same activity. ; Starting Friday, Recovery Assistance Services 
for victims of the Holiday Farm Fire are relocating to the old McKenzie Fish 
Hatchery near Leaburg. The resource center is intended to help residents 
affected by the Holiday Farm Fire connect to various services and plan their next 
steps. Assistance ranges from rebuilding to mental health resources. Today and 
tomorrow, Recovery Assistance Services will continue to be offered in Eugene 
each afternoon from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Lane Events Center off West 
13th Avenue. The relocated Lane County Recovery Assistance Services will 
operate on Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The old McKenzie Fish 
Hatchery located at 44643 Highway 126—near Milepost 24. Look for the signs. 
The access is via the gravel service entrance drive just west of the main entrance. 
the parking lot off the main entrance is being used for another purpose and 
currently is closed. This location is hosted by the McKenzie Community 
Development Corporation. / DISASTERS, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: It 
suffered the worst damage of last month’s wildfires, with tens of thousands of 
trees burned and heavy debris on the roadway. But Oregon Department of 
Transportation crews yesterday evening reopened Highway 22 through the 
Santiam Canyon. It came after workers cleared the damage from the September 
7 windstorm and series of wildfires that devastated communities and creating a 
series of hazards for travelers. ODOT officials estimate more than 30,000 hazard 
trees were removed along a 40-mile stretch of the highway. They say drivers 
along Oregon Highway 22 will see reduced speed limits to 40 miles per hour in 
many areas and watch for work crews as significant recovery efforts continue in 
Santiam Canyon. Utility companies still are repairing and replacing power lines. 
Hazard tree removal also continues. With fall and winter rains beginning, slides 



and debris flows are a particular concern, especially in areas where the 
vegetation, tree roots and underbrush have been stripped away. Since many 
businesses and other facilities were damaged or destroyed by the fires, there are 
limited services available throughout the Santiam Canyon. Fill your gas tank, pack 
enough water, food, and other supplies for the journey. Travelers are urged to use 
extreme caution while traveling through the burn area. Add extra travel time or 
consider using an alternative route. / ENVIRONMENT: The fall outdoor burning 
season opened yesterday (Tues., Oct. 13) for many Lane County residents. The 
season was originally set to start October 1 but was delayed by continued dry 
weather and elevated fire danger. The recent rains helped reduce that risk. 
Outdoor Burning, also known as open or backyard burning, allows some Lane 
County residents to burn only dry woody yard debris generated on their 
residential property. Residential outdoor burning is always prohibited within the 
City limits of Eugene and Florence. Rules for outdoor burning differ across the 
county. Burn barrels are prohibited countywide. The fall Outdoor Burning season 
will end October 31 and resume on March 1, 2021. Allowable burn material is 
limited to “woody” yard trimmings. No leaves may be burned. The outdoor burning 
of grass clippings is always prohibited throughout the county. Additionally, the 
outdoor burning of leaves is prohibited within the city limits of Coburg, Cottage 
Grove, Creswell, Dunes City, Junction City, Veneta, Lowell and Westfir. Before 
igniting a fire, all residents must check the daily burning advisory, which indicates 
if weather conditions allow for burning. The advisory also indicates what time fires 
must be extinguished by. The daily burning advisory can be found on the Lane 
Regional Air Protection Agency’s Outdoor Burning Advisory page at lrapa.org or 
by calling 541-726-3976. All outdoor burns must be constantly attended until 
extinguished. A detailed description of outdoor burning rules by location can be 
found in LRAPA’s Outdoor Burning Booklet. Although burning is an option for 
some Lane County residents, LRAPA encourages alternatives to burning. Woody 
yard debris can be disposed of – for a minimal charge – at one of Lane County’s 
various collection depots or with Rexius and Lane Forest Products. Chipping and 
composting are also alternatives to burning. / TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: 
Facing a deep, pandemic-caused budget shortfall and an accompanying drop in 
ridership, Amtrak continues to trim its schedule and furlough staff. This week, the 
passenger railroad reduced its once-daily Coast Starlight long-distance train from 
seven days a week to three days a week. The Coast Starlight runs between 
Seattle and Los Angeles and serves Eugene. Next week, a similar service 
reduction affects the Empire Builder, which departs Portland and Seattle for 
Chicago. Earlier in the pandemic, Amtrak trimmed the number of runs of its 
Cascades commuter train between Eugene and Seattle. Amtrak officials hoped 
Congress would come to agreement on a new stimulus plan that would include 
cash for the rail-passenger service. Rail advocates are critical of efforts to provide 
a standalone bailout supporting the nation’s for-profit airlines but not for public 
transit such as Amtrak. Amtrak has reduced capacity on its trans and added extra 
cleaning and airflow as well as distanced seating to protect passengers. Amtrak 
officials also are planning for the Thanksgiving season and urge passengers to 
book tickets early. / RACIAL JUSTICE, BLACKS, HUMAN RIGHTS, CIVIL 
RIGHTS, CRIME, GOVERNMENT, COMMUNITY: For more than a century, it has 
served as Oregon’s official attic and a repository for our collective memories. The 
Oregon Historical Society in Portland reopens its doors this morning after vandals 



shattered windows, applied graffiti, and tossed lit flares into the building. There 
was extensive damage to the exterior of the building but only minor damage to 
the interior. It came on the same night that police say vandals toppled historic 
statues of Abraham Lincoln and Teddy Roosevelt on Portland’s Park Blocks, 
broke windows at Portland State University, and fired gunshots into an empty 
Southeast Portland restaurant. Museum officials say Sunday night’s vandalism 
did not harm any exhibits or its archive. An historic quilt stitched by 15 Black 
women in the mid-1970s to celebrate the United States' bicentennial was taken 
from the lobby but found a few blocks away, wet and with some damage. It is 
being cleaned and restored. Oregon Historical Society officials say they are 
gratified by the outpouring of support and donations from across the state. 
Damage is estimated at $25,000. While much of the building’s exterior remains 
boarded up, the Oregon Historical Society begins welcoming visitors later this 
morning. Museum officials said they were troubled by the vandalism, especially 
given the institution’s recent efforts to tell a full and complete version of Oregon’s 
history, including many ugly instances of white supremacy. In 2019, the Oregon 
Historical Society opened our new cornerstone exhibition, Experience Oregon, in 
collaboration with many community partners, including communities of color and 
the state’s nine federally recognized Tribes. It tells Oregon history — the good, 
the bad, and the ugly. That includes Oregon’s “exclusion rule,” which was written 
in the state’s Constitution and prohibited Blacks from residing in the state. It was 
not repealed until 1926. / DISASTERS, EDUCATION, COMMUNITY: Get ready to 
drop, cover and hold for one minute on Thursday (Oct. 15). It's time for the annual 
“Great Oregon ShakeOut.” Hundreds of thousands of Oregonians have already 
registered for the ShakeOut and will join more than 64 million people worldwide. 
You don’t have to do anything special: Just take a moment wherever you are to 
“Drop, Cover and Hold!” to practice your emergency skills. This is also a good 
time to think about emergency planning and chat about it with family, friends, and 
co-workers. After all, we live in an active earthquake zone that scientists say is 
overdue for a big temblor. Earthquakes are one of the natural hazards we face in 
Oregon and “The Great Oregon ShakeOut” is a safe and fun way to practice what 
to do when seismic activity occurs. Many Oregon school students are taking part 
virtually this year, as are many businesses. Oregon's Office of Emergency 
Management also reminds you of the importance of being "2 Weeks Ready" for 
earthquakes and other disasters. Other earthquake safety tips include strapping 
down your home’s water heater and locating your home’s gas and water lines to 
shut them off quickly should it be necessary. Meet with members of your 
household to take a walk around your home and identify heavy objects that are on 
high shelves that could fall; relocate those items to lower shelves and make sure 
that heavy furniture items are braced for safety. Discuss the best place to meet 
should you become separated during the event and make a plan to communicate 
with loved ones. Identify the best place for your preparedness items and make 
sure everyone in the household knows where those items are located. /  
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CRIME, ELDERS: Junction City Police say they arrested a caregiver at a local 
assisted living and retirement facility an charged her in connection with the theft of 
money, jewelry, and prescription drugs and other medications from residents of 
the facility. 25-year-old Noelle R. Jendraszek was taken into custody yesterday in 
connection with the alleged crimes at the Junction City Retirement and Assisted 
Living Facility. Investigators say Jendraszek was extremely cooperative and 
apologetic during the investigation and spoke openly with investigators about her 
wrongdoings. They say she also admitted withholding vital medication from forty-
four vulnerable and elderly residents who were in her care. The investigation 
began last month after the son of one resident reported cash had been stolen 
from this elderly father. Officers spoke with Jendraszek, a med-tech who joined 
the facility in October of 2018. Within hours of the start of the initial interview, 
investigators say Jendraszek surrendered approximately 275 pieces of jewelry 
she admitted she had stolen from residents of various assisted living and care 
facilities over the past five to six years. Police believe that included six facilities in 
Salem; along with the River Grove Memory Care facility in Eugene; and the 
Junction City Retirement and Assisted Living Facility. Police say they are working 
to return stolen items to victims, but that the effort is complex because many of 
the alleged victims died in the months and years since the thefts occurred. The 
Junction City Police Department is seeking help from family members and 
potential victims in identifying the pieces of recovered jewelry. The facilities in 
which Jendraszek has been employed during the past five years, in alphabetical 
order include: Cedar Village Assisted Living Community – Salem; Capital Manor 
Retirement Community – Salem; Four Seasons Residential Care – Salem; 
Junction City Retirement and Assisted Living – Junction City; Gibson Creek by 
Bonaventure – Salem; Prestige Senior Living Orchard Heights – Salem; Redwood 
Heights Retirement and Assisted Living Community – Salem; and River Grove 
Memory Care – Eugene. If you have had a friend or relative who was a resident of 
any of these facilities within the last five years and believe the resident has 
jewelry gone missing or may have been stolen, you are urged to visit the following 
website where all the recovered jewelry is displayed and available for review. 
Jendraszek was lodged at the Lane County Jail on 55 Counts of Criminal 
Mistreatment I; 44 Count of Tampering with Drug Records; 5 Counts of Theft II; 
and 6 Counts of Theft III. Anyone with information on incidents of abuse or other 
crimes that have been committed at the Junction City Retirement and Assisted 



Living Facility are urged to contact the Junction City Police Department at 541-
998-1245. / DISASTERS, DEVELOPMENT: Good news for some residents and 
businesses in the Blue River are up the McKenzie Valley. Officials with Lane 
Electric say crews from the Bonneville Power Administration are ahead of 
schedule in restoring the primary feed to the Blue River Substation. Power will be 
restored the afternoon around 2:30 p.m. after a five-minute planned outage. Lane 
Electric has been using a massive temporary generator to provide power through 
the substation. But work by the BPA, Army Corps of Engineers, local utility crews, 
Peterson Cat, and others have created an electrical “island” that provides local 
power to the Blue River area from nearby Cougar Dam. The “island” is separate 
from the regional grid and is critical in times like these when longer-distance 
powerlines are damaged, degraded or destroyed. / HEALTH: Lane County Public 
Health notified on Wednesday of an additional 63 positive COVID-19 cases and 
one new death. Officials say the county’s 23rd coronavirus death involved a 91-
year-old woman from the Eugene-Springfield area who died on October 10th. 
Health officials say 212 people currently are infectious. Sixteen of those are 
hospitalized, up two from one day earlier. Additionally, health investigators say 
they are monitoring 669 people. These are household and other contacts of 
people who have tested positive for COVID-19 and are at risk of developing an 
infection. ; Oregon health officials announced 390 new and presumptive COVID-
19 cases on Wednesday and three additional deaths from the pandemic. The 
numbers bring the state's case tally to 38,160 and the number of deaths to 608. 
The deaths were in Multnomah, Wasco, and Washington counties. The counties 
with the highest number of new cases Wednesday were Multnomah, Lane, and 
Washington counties. ; Outbreaks of COVID-19 in care facilities, senior living 
communities, and congregate living settings have taken a heavy toll on some of 
Oregon’s most vulnerable residents. The coronavirus has sickened at least 1,788 
of these residents as well as some staff. Statewide, at least 163 died. We say “at 
least” because the Oregon Health Authority only releases numbers for facilities 
where there have been three or more confirmed cases or one or more deaths. So 
small facilities and foster homes are not included. In Lane County, a weekly state 
report indicated the infection has spread to at least 81 residents of care facilities, 
senior living communities, and congregate living settings and killed 16. That 
accounts for more than one-third of our local COVID-19 deaths. Lane County 
Public Health officials say care facilities instituted strong measures early to 
prevent the spread of infection. But as is the case with local workplace outbreaks, 
they note that because the coronavirus is widespread in our community it can 
make its way into facilities by staff or vendors who do not realize they are 
infected. / SPORTS, ECONOMY: The University of Oregon will host the NCAA 
Division One Outdoor Track and Field Championships from 2024 through 2027. 
Officials with the NCAA made the announcement yesterday. The added 
competitions mean Hayward Field and the University of Oregon will serve as the 
host site for six of the next seven NCAA Championships. Hayward was previously 
awarded the meets for 2021 and 2022. The Ducks most recently hosted the 
NCAA Division One Outdoor Track and Field Championships in 2018, marking 
the 16th time the national meet was held in Eugene. Oregon first hosted the 
NCAA competition in 1962. University of Oregon athletic director Rob Mullens 
says the Eugene-Springfield community and the organization TrackTown USA 
provide unparalleled support for track and field championships. He noted we have 



passionate track fans who provide, quote, “an unrivaled atmosphere for elite 
competitors.” The 2021 NCAA Division One Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships will mark the Ducks’ first national hosting duties at the newly 
renovated Hayward Field. Between 2010 and 2018, Oregon hosted the NCAA 
Championships at Hayward Field seven times and drew more than 40,000 fans 
over the four-day event on each occasion. In addition to upcoming NCAA 
Championships, Hayward Field is set to host the U.S. Olympic Team Trials in 
2021 (June 18-27) and the World Athletic Championships in 2022 (July 15-24). ; 
Oregon State University athletics officials announced yesterday that the NCAA 
has named the school as the host of four major postseason events. OSU will host 
a 2024 Women’s Basketball Regional; the First and Second Rounds of the 2026 
NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament; a 2026 Men's Golf Regional; and a 2026 
Women's Gymnastics Regional. Oregon State Vice President and Director of 
Athletics Scott Barnes says coordinators look forward to working with their 
partners at Sport Oregon, the Rose Quarter, and Travel Portland in planning the 
events. OSU hosted the 2019 Women’s Basketball Regional at Portland’s Moda 
Center. The Beavers were also slated to host a 2020 Regional in Portland before 
the NCAA Tournament was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 2026 
Gymnastics Regional will mark the 17th time the event has taken place at Gill 
Coliseum. The 2026 Men’s Golf Regional will be played at Trysting Tree Golf Club 
in Corvallis. / EMPLOYMENT, ECONOMY, HEALTH: We are buying a lot more 
home and garden supplies during the pandemic, as well as food and beverages. 
But we are not traveling or dining out as much or buying a lot of new clothing. 
Those are some of the trends analysts see in September’s Oregon employment 
report, which found employers added a net 5,100 jobs. The unemployment rate 
dropped to 8.0 percent—down from 8.5 percent in August. But numbers 
crunchers with the Oregon Employment Department say over the past three 
months the rate of job growth slowed. In May and June, as counties entered 
Phase Two economic reopenings, employers statewide added more than 83,000 
jobs. But July, August, and September only saw the addition of 39,000 jobs. Still, 
Oregon’s employers have added jobs in each of the past five months. Analysts 
say despite the recent slowdown, Oregon has recovered 45 percent of the jobs 
cut in March and April. But the recovery remains uneven. Leisure and Hospitality 
continues to be the industry most impacted by the economic effects of the 
pandemic. Its employment bounced back substantially in May and June, but job 
gains have slowed over the past three months. The sector’s employment totaled 
more than 163,000 in September, but that is down close to 25 percent from its 
peak month of February. Manufacturing lost a substantial number of jobs this 
spring and has not rebounded. Employment stood at 180,000 jobs in September, 
close to its level of the past five months but down more than 18,000 jobs from one 
year ago. Some of the biggest drops were in primary metals manufacturing, 
transportation equipment manufacturing, food manufacturing, and electronic 
instrument manufacturing. In contrast, retail trade rebounded rapidly, adding 
4,700 jobs over the past two months. Retail trade now is down only 4,800 jobs, or 
2.3 percent, from its pre-pandemic levels. Food and beverage stores led the way, 
up 900 jobs or 2.1 percent, from one year ago. Similarly, building material and 
garden supply stores added 900 jobs, or 5.4 percent compared to the same time 
last year, while general merchandise stores added 1,100 jobs or 2.7 percent. 
State employment analysts say consumer preferences and demands have shifted 



substantially. Clothing stores, for example, clothing stores, which cut 8,100 jobs, 
or 51 percent of employment, over the past year, and miscellaneous store 
retailers shed 2,800 jobs or 16.5 percent. / CRIME: Witnesses and police say he 
was yelling and agitated, at one point used racial epithets, tried to force his way 
into one business, and resisted arrest—leaving an officer with minor injuries. 
Now, 28-year-old Aaron James Drake faces multiple charges in connection with 
yesterday afternoon’s incident. Police say it started around 3:00 p.m. when they 
received a call from the manager a retail store in the 5700 block of Main Street 
about a man who was screaming and yelling unintelligibly in the parking lot, then 
came into the store and yelled more, including that the store was “about to blow 
up.” scaring the customers. Police say the manager was able to coax Drake out of 
the store but when the suspect tried to return and appeared aggressive toward 
staff and customers, they closed the door and hung onto it to keep him out. Police 
say Drake left and headed toward another retail store and was yelling at 
customers in that parking lot as officers arrived and tried to contact him. Police 
say Drake yelled racial slurs at least three times and resisted arrest as officers 
tried to subdue him. A Police K-9 unit arrived and deployed, which ended the 
struggle. Springfield Police say one officer sustained minor scrapes and 
contusions. They say if you have any information regarding the case, they would 
like to hear from you. Contact Springfield Police at 541-726-3714. / ELECTIONS: 
Elections officials yesterday began mailing ballots to Oregon voters for the 
November 3rd General Election. Lane County’s ballots begin going in the mail 
today. They say now is the time to review your Voters’ Pamphlet and other 
resources and decide how you will return your ballot. Voters’ pamphlets were 
mailed to registered voters across the state but also are available online at 
OregonVotes.gov If you are returning your ballot by mail, no postage stamp is 
necessary. The state pre-paid your postage. Officials recommend mailing ballots 
no later than Tuesday, October 27. All ballots must be received in an official 
dropbox or at county election offices by 8 p.m. on November 3. Postmarks do not 
count. Dropbox locations across the state can be found on the Oregon elections 
website at OregonVotes.gov Oregon’s vote-by-mail system also provides an 
online method for voters to track their ballot. When you go to OregonVotes.gov , 
click on “My Vote” to check its progress. Voters with disabilities may find detailed 
information about accessible voting options through local county election officials 
or on the state website. Additionally, the state offers digital audio, and accessible 
text, versions of the statewide voters’ pamphlet online.  Officials remind you that 
your trusted source of election information is OregonVotes.gov or your local 
county election officials. / DISASTERS, EDUCATION, COMMUNITY, EVENTS: 
Get ready to drop, cover and hold for one minute today. It's time for the annual 
“Great Oregon ShakeOut.” Hundreds of thousands of Oregonians have already 
registered for the ShakeOut and will join more than 60 million people worldwide. 
You don’t have to do anything special: Just take a moment wherever you are to 
“Drop, Cover and Hold!” to practice your emergency skills. This is also a good 
time to think about emergency planning and chat about it with family, friends, and 
co-workers. After all, we live in an active earthquake zone that scientists say is 
overdue for a big temblor. Earthquakes are one of the natural hazards we face in 
Oregon and “The Great Oregon ShakeOut” is a safe and fun way to practice what 
to do when seismic activity occurs. Many Oregon school students are taking part 
virtually this year, as are many businesses. Oregon's Office of Emergency 



Management also reminds you of the importance of being "2 Weeks Ready" for 
earthquakes and other disasters. Other earthquake safety tips include strapping 
down your home’s water heater and locating your home’s gas and water lines to 
shut them off quickly should it be necessary. Meet with members of your 
household to take a walk around your home and identify heavy objects that are on 
high shelves that could fall; relocate those items to lower shelves and make sure 
that heavy furniture items are braced for safety. Discuss the best place to meet 
should you become separated during the event and make a plan to communicate 
with loved ones. Identify the best place for your preparedness items and make 
sure everyone in the household knows where those items are located. /  
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DISASTERS: Good news for some residents and businesses in the Blue River 
area up the McKenzie Valley. Officials with Lane Electric say crews from the 
Bonneville Power Administration yesterday restored the primary feed to the Blue 
River Substation. Lane Electric has been using a massive temporary generator to 
provide power through the substation. But work by the BPA, Army Corps of 
Engineers, local utility crews, Peterson Cat, and others have created an electrical 
“island” that provides local power to the Blue River area from nearby Cougar 
Dam. The “island” is separate from the regional grid and is critical in times like 
these when longer-distance powerlines are damaged, degraded or destroyed. ; A 
reminder for property owners affected by the Holiday Farm Fire: Today is the 
deadline to sign up for free household hazardous waste cleanup. You need to 
sign an access agreement, known as a “Right of Entry” form, to allow crews to 
clean up hazardous waste on their property. The form is available online at 
www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire Paper copies of the form are also available at 
the McKenzie Fire Station in Leaburg and at the Upper McKenzie Fire Station in 
McKenzie Bridge. Forms also may be returned to those locations by the end of 
the day today. Debris removal teams are set to begin work next week with the 
goal of wrapping things up by the end of the year. Your household hazardous 
waste cleanup will be entirely covered by state and federal funds. Household 
hazardous waste includes fuel and petroleum, pool chemicals, car batteries, 
antifreeze, used oil filters, solvents, fertilizers, pesticides, propane tanks, 
disinfectants, aerosols, paint, bleach, and ammunition. Crews will also safely 
identify and dispose of large pieces of asbestos materials. Officials remind you 
that if the government is handling clean-up you may not collect insurance 
payments for the same activity. ; Starting today, Recovery Assistance Services for 
victims of the Holiday Farm Fire are relocating to the old McKenzie Fish Hatchery 
near Leaburg. The resource center is intended to help residents affected by the 
Holiday Farm Fire connect to various services and plan their next steps. 
Assistance ranges from rebuilding to mental health resources. Lane County 
Recovery Assistance Services will operate every Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. The old McKenzie Fish Hatchery located at 44643 Highway 126—near 
Milepost 24. Look for the signs. The access is via the gravel service entrance 
drive just west of the main entrance. the parking lot off the main entrance is being 
used for another purpose and currently is closed. This location is hosted by the 
McKenzie Community Development Corporation. / HEALTH: Lane County was 



notified of 21 new COVID-19 cases on Thursday. But officials say while the 
numbers are far too high, it might be a new, lower benchmark for infection rates 
after some recent big spikes. Seventeen patients are hospitalized of the 175 
people currently considered infectious. Health experts are monitoring 652 people 
who might have been exposed to someone who has tested positive. The county’s 
pandemic death toll stands at 23, with many deaths tied to outbreaks at long-term 
care facilities. County officials say they have seen an alarming, 760 percent 
increase in the number of weekly cases since mid-August. The positivity rate 
among those being tested also has climbed, from 6.1 percent to 8.6 percent. At 
the same time, contact tracers are having a difficult time tracing the source of 
some transmissions or getting ahold of some who might have been exposed to 
the coronavirus. They say there are a growing number of people who either are 
“not available to be reached” or, when reached, are not willing to complying with 
isolation and quarantine. County public health spokesman Jason Davis says 155 
people currently either cannot be reached or are considered non-compliant. In 
other instances, contact tracers say some of those who recently tested positive 
for COVID-19 cannot recall having contact with another person with a positive 
case. In others, health investigators have been unable to link their infection to a 
known outbreak. That creates a potentially dangerous dynamic for continued 
rapid spread of the coronavirus. These sporadic cases fall under the category of 
“community spread.” With their growth, Lane County Public Health spokesman 
Jason Davis says Lane County has met the metrics to be placed on the state’s 
“COVID-19 Watch List.” When a county is placed on the state’s Watch List, the 
Oregon Health Authority increases monitoring and communication, and deploys 
additional technical assistance and resources to help with case investigations and 
contact tracing, as well a clinical support. The Watch List is intended to help 
counties avoid a return to Phase One closures. If Lane County winds up on the 
state Watch List, it will remain there for Counties remain on the Watch List for a 
minimum of three weeks until the number of sporadic cases drops. ; Lane County 
Public Health officials say they are monitoring 59 new and continuing outbreaks of 
COVID-19, three more than last week. There are 420 cases associated with those 
outbreaks. Close to one-third of the outbreaks are associated with college-age 
young adults. Another one-quarter of the outbreaks are tied to workplaces. 
Twenty percent are associated with long-term care facilities—which also account 
for the bulk of the county’s 18 recent deaths. The average age of patients is also 
going down, from 33 earlier this fall to slightly more than 30 years of age. Public 
health officials say they continue to see growth in infections among young adults, 
but also among children and teens in the kindergarten through 12th grade age 
group. Since most youth and teens are involved in distance learning, health 
experts say it appears transmission of the coronavirus is happening through get-
togethers and sports—including local rec leagues. Now, health experts are taking 
a closer look at those activities to better understand how transmission is 
occurring. They say rec leagues are offering non-contact sports and conditioning. 
They believe some participants either are not following the guidelines or, during 
the excitement of playing sports, forget to distance and come in contact with 
others. At the same time, county officials say parents and other adults sometimes 
crowd the sidelines. They say they are working to contact parents and others 
when investigating infections to urge them to make facilities and events as safe 
as possible. It comes amid concerns that with the coming of the rainy season, 



many activities are starting to move indoors, increasing the risk of transmission. 
Lane County Public Health officials say they also remain concerned about events 
that bring in large numbers of teams from outside the Eugene-Springfield area. 
They say they know that travel from outside the area is related to a rise in 
infections. And they know that being indoors, not wearing masks, and not 
distancing can increase the risk. /  HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, HEALTH: Lane 
County is preparing to distribute another round of federal renter relief money. 
Starting this morning at 9:00 a.m., the county begins accepting applications and 
you will want to apply early because response is expected to be strong. You may 
go to a Lane County webpage to determine whether you are eligible at 
www.lanecounty.org/rent Eligible households that complete an application will be 
assisted through local social service agencies and may be eligible to receive 
assistance through the end of the year. To be eligible, you must be renting a unit 
located in Lane County and there must be an active rental agreement or lease in 
your name. You must be able to document: A loss of income as a direct result of 
COVID-19; --OR-- have compromised health status or an elevated risk of infection 
and vulnerability to impacts to your health related to COVID-19 under which a 
loss of housing would place your health in jeopardy. Your household income must 
be at or below 80 percent of the Lane County’s Area Median Income Level. The 
rent assistance may be used for rent payments and arrearages, manufactured 
home rental space (“lot rents”), housing relocation assistance and more. Eligible 
applications will be forwarded to local social service agencies. The agency will 
follow up with the renters to process their application and distribute funds directly 
to landlords or utility companies. Applicants will need to provide documentation 
for identification (ID), income documentation, housing status documentation and, 
if needed, health status documentation. Applicants will also be asked to provide a 
written notice from their landlords showing amounts owed. Applicants can upload 
the required documents into the online application form at the time they apply, or 
later by editing their application. / LOW-INCOME, EDUCATION, YOUTH, 
HEALTH: How significant an effect has the pandemic had on local families? 
Officials with the Eugene School District have been preparing and distributing 
meals to children since mid-March and this week hit a milestone: 750,000 meals 
served. The Eugene district offers free meals seven days a week, not just to all its 
students but youth age 18 years old and younger who reside within the district’s 
boundaries. The Eugene Schools offer grab-and-go meals at ten sites each 
school day with distribution taking place between 10:45 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Breakfast 
and lunch are provided together, and extra meals for the weekend are available 
on Fridays. This week, both the Eugene and Springfield Districts began offering 
free delivery of school meals to families who do not reside near a meal pickup 
location or who need assistance accessing meals. Eugene District nutrition 
services staff and bus drivers say they have delivered close to 1,600 meals to 800 
children each day this week. Families wishing to sign up for home delivery may fill 
out a request form online at the Eugene School District website or telephone the 
district’s Nutrition Services staff if they do not have internet access. That number 
is 541-790-7654. New requests should be added to delivery routes within 7–10 
school days. Delivery is not available outside of the district. Children do not have 
to be 4J students to receive meals, but capacity for delivery is limited and priority 
will be given to students attending 4J schools, students eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals, households in rural areas, and students not living near a 



meal distribution site. / DISASTERS, HOUSING, COMMUNITY: The American 
Red Cross and local partners have served more than 210,000 meals to evacuees 
of Oregon wildfires during the past five weeks. Since September 7, when the 
wildfires sparked, the Red Cross along with community- and faith-based 
organizations provided meals for up to 2,200 people each day who were staying 
in shelters and other temporary housing. Red Cross officials estimate roughly 
2,000 wildfire survivors are still sheltering in local hotels or staying in RVs and 
other vehicles outside venues such as county fairgrounds and community 
centers. Local partner agencies and the Oregon Department of Human Services 
now are taking over coordination of those emergency meals. / CRIME: Another 
arrest yesterday in connection with the extensive vandalism and looting in late 
May that included several Eugene businesses near Seventh and Washington 
Streets. 20-year-old Kylee Ann Holstad was arrested yesterday afternoon 
following a traffic stop in Springfield. She was lodged in the Lane County Jail for 
Riot and Trespass. The incident occurred on the night of May 29 into the early-
morning hours of May 30. It came after a peaceful rally for racial justice devolved 
into the overnight riot and looting of businesses located near the base of the 
Washington Street Bridge. Police have been analyzing hundreds of hours of 
security and cellphone camera videos from the scene along with hundreds of 
photographs to matched them to witness accounts to develop a list of suspects. 
There were a number of earlier arrests. Investigators say more are expected. / 
EDUCATION, COMMUNITY, SPORTS, DEVELOPMENT: When crews began 
dismantling historic Hayward Field, they saved many items. Now, officials at the 
University of Oregon are accepting proposals on how to use those salvaged 
materials. Many items were already incorporated into the new Hayward Field. 
They include bench made from historic bleachers from the East Grandstand, as 
well as items included in a new, 4,000-square-foot museum under the new East 
Grandstand. But other items will be distributed to community groups and others, 
based on their proposals. These include signs, equipment, track material, 
furniture, and other materials. An advisory committee made up off campus and 
community members will review the proposals and make its recommendations by 
early December. The committee has representatives from organizations including 
the Lane County and Historical Societies; Cities of Eugene and Springfield; Lane 
County government; Travel Lane County; and the University of Oregon. The U-of-
O representation includes representatives from the campus faculty, running club, 
track and field team, and the U-of-O Libraries’ Special Collections and University 
Archives. / COMMUNITY, LOW-INCOME, BUSINESS, DISASTERS, POLITICS: 
Good news for the communities of Oakridge and Mapleton: They are receiving a 
share of $1.7 million in funds earmarked for economic development in eight rural 
Oregon communities. Oregon U.S. Senators Jeff Merkley and Ron Wyden 
announced the details yesterday. They say the funding through the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development program will help create jobs, 
upgrade essential facilities, and improve quality of life. The senators say 
$600,000 will go to Oakridge High School—which is the town’s designated 
emergency shelter—to purchase an emergency generator and convert unused 
athletic facility space into an 8,500-square-foot multi-purpose room that can serve 
as a shelter during emergencies. The multipurpose room also will provide space 
to host community meetings, after-school activities, and other events throughout 
the year. The Mapleton School District will receive two grants—$200,190 in 



Community Facility Disaster Grants and $103,298 in Community Facilities Direct 
Loans and Grants—to renovate and re-open the aquatic center that serves 
Mapleton and Florence. To the south of us in Douglas County, The City of 
Winston will receive $137,200 to update their police department facilities. And the 
City of Reedsport will receive $36,300 to purchase a new police vehicle. / 
TRANSPORTATION, POLITICS, ECONOMY: Money is in the works to improve a 
121-mile-long rail line between Eugene and Coos Bay. Oregon Congressman 
Peter DeFazio joined U.S. Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley this week in 
announcing that the Coos Bay Rail Line has secured a $9.9 million federal grant 
to rehabilitate and replace ties and resurface the track. It is part of an effort to 
boost economic development on the coast and expand Oregon’s transportation 
infrastructure. The International Port of Coos Bay is working to expand its 
business along the West Coast and with overseas ports. Backers say that will 
help regional businesses, including smaller companies. DeFazio says the most 
recent grant economy is part of more than $40 million in infrastructure 
investments along the Coos Bay Rail Line. The $9.9 million U.S. Department of 
Transportation grant will replace 67,000 crossties, resurface the main line, 
sidings, an industrial lead, rail yard and spur tracks with ballast. / BUSINESS, 
HEALTH: Digital banking is up during the pandemic. It was already growing 
before the arrival of the coronavirus. But now that more customers are conducting 
business online and fewer are going to their local branches, many banks are 
cutting costs by closing selected locations. Among them: U.S. Bank, which 
announced last year it was planning to close between 10 and 15 percent of its 
branches nationwide by 2021. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that this 
week officials released a list of affected branches in the Northwest. Most are in 
the Portland area, but others are scattered across Oregon. They include the U.S. 
Bank branch at 7th and Chambers Streets in Eugene, which closes on November 
1. The U.S. Bank Branch on Crescent Avenue will close on January 2. The bank 
will be laying off employees at the affected branches. Many will be allowed to 
reapply for new roles within the company. Employees that are being laid off will 
have the option to remain in their current roles until January, even if their branch 
is closing before then. / ELECTION: Lane County’s ballots for the November 3rd 
General Election began going in the mail yesterday. Voters’ pamphlets were 
mailed last week to registered voters across the state and are available online at 
OregonVotes.gov If you are returning your ballot by mail, no postage stamp is 
necessary. The state pre-paid your postage. Officials recommend mailing ballots 
no later than Tuesday, October 27. All ballots must be received in an official 
dropbox or at county election offices by 8 p.m. on November 3. Postmarks do not 
count. Dropbox locations across the state can be found on the Oregon elections 
website at OregonVotes.gov You may track your ballot online by going to 
OregonVotes.gov and clicking on “My Vote.” Voters with disabilities may find 
detailed information about accessible voting options through local county election 
officials or on the state website. Additionally, the state offers digital audio, and 
accessible text, versions of the statewide voters’ pamphlet online.  Officials 
remind you that your trusted source of election information is OregonVotes.gov or 
your local county election officials. / BUSINESS, ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT: It 
was one of the largest sources of greenhouse gas emissions in Oregon. But the 
Boardman Generating Station in Eastern Oregon—the only coal-fired power plant 
in the state—has permanently shuttered. Officials with the Department of 



Environmental Quality and private utility Portland General Electric—which is the 
plant’s majority owner—made the announcement yesterday. The closure fulfills a 
groundbreaking agreement PGE reached with stakeholders, customer groups and 
regulators in 2010 to significantly reduce air emissions. It ends operations at 
Boardman 20 years ahead of schedule as the utility transitions to cleaner energy 
resources. No single generator will replace the facility. Instead, PGE will use a 
mix of electricity from other suppliers including the Bonneville Power 
Administration and a nearby utility in Washington state. Another significant 
resource is Wheatridge – a facility PGE is building with NextEra Energy 
Resources just south and east of Boardman. It will offer 300 megawatts of wind 
and 50 megawatts of solar, augmented by 30 megawatts of battery storage. The 
Wheatridge wind farm is currently in the final stages of construction and will be 
online this year. The solar and storage resources will be constructed in 2021 and 
are expected to be online before the end of next year. Some Boardman 
employees will continue with the plant during 2021 to conduct environmental 
cleanup and ready the facility for demolition and removal beginning in 2022, while 
others will retire, move to other positions with PGE, or leave the company. PGE 
has a 90 percent ownership share of the plant. Idaho Power owns the remaining 
10 percent. / LAW ENFORCEMENT, LEGAL: The cities of Portland, Oregon, and 
Oakland, California, have sued the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and 
the Justice Department, alleging that the agencies are overstepping constitutional 
limits in their use of federal law enforcement officers to tamp down on protests. 
The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court, cites the deployment of U.S. agents this 
summer to quell protests and also accuses the U.S. Marshals Service of acting 
unlawfully by deputizing dozens of local Portland police officers as federal agents 
despite objections from city officials. The federal deputations have meant 
protesters arrested by local police could face federal charges, which generally 
carry stiffer penalties. / SPORTS: The Pac-12 becomes the last Power Five 
conference to play football next month. That has raises questions about whether 
a conference team could possibly make the College Football Playoff. The Pac-
12's coaches believe there's a chance, but many things would have to fall into 
place. A Pac-12 team would have to dominate opponents to be considered, and 
the games would have to go on as scheduled, an uncertainty amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. ; Justin Herbert has accomplished many things during his 
first four NFL starts. But he still has not done the one thing that ultimately defines 
quarterbacks — lead his team to victory. The Los Angeles Chargers rookie has a 
68.8 percent completion rate and 107.1 passer rating, which are the highest since 
the merger for a rookie QB with a minimum of 100 attempts. Statistically, he has 
held his own with former league MVPs Patrick Mahomes, Tom Brady and Drew 
Brees on the opposite sideline in three of the games, only to see them lead 
comebacks from double-digit deficits. With Los Angeles’ bye moved up to this 
week, Herbert is hoping to rest up along with reviewing past games. In recent 
interviews, Herbert says his rookie season reminds him of his freshman year at 
the University of Oregon, when the Ducks went 4-8 before turning things around 
the next year to go 12-2. /  

 
  



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
10/19/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: On Friday, Lane County was added to 
the state’s “Watch List” because of its continued surge in coronavirus cases since 
mid-August. Friday’s announcement came the same day county public health 
officials said they were notified of 82 additional positive coronavirus cases. Over 
the weekend, there were at least an additional 67 cases—43 reported on 
Saturday, 24 on Sunday—but more are expected to be added to that number 
once weekend reports are tallied this morning. The Lane County Public Health 
website lists 212 people as currently infectious with 19 of those hospitalized. At 
the end of last week, more than 600 people were being monitored and asked to 
isolate because they had been exposed to someone who tested positive. We 
have had 23 deaths in Lane County since the start of the pandemic, many tied to 
outbreaks at long-term care facilities. With Friday’s announcement, Lane County 
joined four other counties—Benton, Clatsop, Malheur, and Umatilla—on the 
state’s COVID-19 “Watch List.” It came after an alarming surge in recent cases 
and a soaring positivity rate among those being tested for the virus. At the same 
time, contact tracers are having a difficult time tracing the source of some 
transmissions or getting hold of some who might have been exposed to the 
coronavirus. They say there are a growing number of people who either are “not 
available to be reached” or, when reached, are not willing to complying with 
isolation and quarantine. With health investigators unable to determine the source 
of infection for close to half of our recent cases, Lane County met the criteria to 
be placed on the state’s “COVID-19 Watch List.” When a county is placed on the 
state’s Watch List, the Oregon Health Authority increases monitoring and 
communication, and deploys additional technical assistance and resources to 
help with case investigations and contact tracing, as well a clinical support. The 
Watch List is intended to help counties avoid a return to Phase One closures. 
Counties remain on the Watch List for a minimum of three weeks until the number 
of untraceable cases drops below a certain level. Social gatherings continue to 
drive our local infections. Close to one-third of Lane County’s outbreaks are 
associated with college-age young adults. One-quarter are tied to workplaces. 
Twenty percent are associated with long-term care facilities. Public health officials 
also continue to see a growth in infections among children and teens in the 
kindergarten through 12th grade age group. It all comes amid concerns that with 
the coming of the rainy season, many activities are starting to move indoors, 
increasing the risk of transmission. / HEALTH: As COVID-19 continues to spread, 



there are concerns about a possible double wave of illnesses this fall and winter 
as flu season arrives. Experts say it is another reminder to get your flu vaccine 
early in strengthen your immune system. Flu vaccine is available from health care 
providers, local health departments and many pharmacies. The vaccine is free or 
low cost with most health insurance plans. To find a flu vaccine clinic, visit 
http://www.flu.oregon.gov/ and use Oregon Health Authority’s flu vaccine locator 
tool. State and county health officials are urging everyone six months and older 
who do not have other health considerations to get their flu vaccine now because 
it might take up to two weeks to become effective. They say you are not only 
protecting yourself, but those who are unable to receive the vaccines, including 
newborns, people receiving chemotherapy, those who have had organ 
transplants, and others with weakened immune systems. / ELECTIONS: Many 
Lane County residents received their ballots for the November 3rd General 
Election in the mail last week and voted and returned them over the weekend. If 
you are returning your ballot by mail, no postage stamp is necessary. The state 
pre-paid your postage. Officials recommend mailing ballots no later than Tuesday, 
October 27. All ballots must be received in an official dropbox or at county 
election offices by 8 p.m. on November 3. Postmarks do not count. Dropbox 
locations across the state can be found on the Oregon elections website at 
OregonVotes.gov You may track your ballot online by going to OregonVotes.gov 
and clicking on “My Vote.” Voters with disabilities may find detailed information 
about accessible voting options through local county election officials or on the 
state website. Additionally, the state offers digital audio, and accessible text, 
versions of the statewide voters’ pamphlet online.  Election information is online at 
OregonVotes.gov or via your local county election website. / GOVERNMENT: 
Lane County taxpayers will receive their 2020-2021 property tax statements 
beginning on Wednesday, October 21. The statements are available online now, 
along with information about county value trends, levy changes, and individual 
property tax account information. Go to  www.lanecounty.org/AT  The first 
payment is due on November 16. If your house, garage, or outbuilding was 
damaged or destroyed by the recent wildfires, you might be eligible for property 
tax relief. For details go to www.lanecountyor.gov/at and click on the 
McKenzie/Holiday Farm Fire Property Tax Proration link. Lane County 
Assessment and Taxation collects property tax on behalf of 85 separate taxing 
districts, including cities, schools, education service districts, water districts, rural 
fire districts, urban renewal districts and other taxing districts such as park and 
recreation, library and ambulance districts. The total property tax certified for all 
tax levies combined in 2020–2021 is $605.10 million. This is approximately 4.13 
percent more than in 2019. The total amount of taxes billed changes each year as 
a result of the addition of new or renewed local option and bond levies; the 
expiration of local option and bond levies; the three percent statutory increase in 
Maximum Assessed Value (MAV); the addition of new properties to the tax roll; 
the number of exemptions granted; and the number of properties being taxed on 
their lower market values instead of their Measure 50 Maximum Assessed Value. 
Lane County’s January 1, 2020 Real Market Value increased to $70.1 billion from 
$66.1 billion, an overall increase of approximately 6 percent from January 1, 
2019. The total taxable value for all properties combined in Lane County 
increased by 3.9 percent over last year, from $35.5 billion in 2019 to $36.9 billion 
in 2020. Additionally, 2.51 percent of residential properties in Lane County now 



have a market value below their Measure 50 MAV that is down from 3.7 percent 
in 2019. Most properties will continue to see the 3 percent statutory increase in 
their Maximum Assessed Value. On average, residential property owners will pay 
tax on 65.1 percent of their Real Market Value in 2020. Oregon’s constitution 
limits the increase in Maximum Assessed Value of each property to three percent 
per year, unless there have been changes made to the property, such as new 
construction or additions, new partitions or subdivisions, removal from special 
assessment or exemption programs, or changes in zoning and use of the 
property. ; The end of the year is approaching. Officials with the Oregon 
Department of Revenue remind you that this is a good time for taxpayers to 
review their Oregon tax withholding and payments. The goal is to avoid any 
surprises when you are filing next year. Not withholding enough this year could 
lead to an unexpected tax bill in 2021. The Oregon Department of Revenue offers 
an online withholding calculator at www.oregon.gov/dor Using that and Oregon’s 
version of the W-4 form, you may determine the correct amount to withhold for 
Oregon personal income tax. It has been a challenging year for many taxpayers, 
between the economic challenges posed by the pandemic and last month’s 
wildfires. But even in a typical year, wage earners should periodically review their 
withholding. Recent personal or financial changes might affect your tax situation, 
whether it is to your income, filing status, or number of dependents. This year, 
thousands of Oregon taxpayers filed for unemployment benefits, many of them for 
the first time. Unemployment compensation is taxable, and withholding is not 
done automatically. If you received these benefits and did not have state income 
tax withheld when applying for them, there is a version of Oregon’s 1040 form—
Form 1040WH—available from the Oregon Employment Department’s website. If 
you still are receiving benefits, you may fill it out and submit it to the Employment 
Department to authorize withholding. / DISASTERS, LOW-INCOME: Residents of 
Lane, Douglas, Linn, and five other Oregon counties who were hit hard by recent 
wildfires qualify for emergency food benefits through the Oregon Department of 
Human Services. It comes after the federal government approved the Disaster 
Supplemental Assistance Program or “D-SNAP” benefits for affected residents. If 
you live or work in an affected county and suffered disaster losses because of the 
wildfires, you might be eligible to receive one month of temporary D-SNAP 
assistance. D-SNAP benefits are provided via an electronic benefits transfer card 
(EBT card), like a debit card, and may be used to purchase food items at grocery 
stores and other authorized SNAP retailers. Qualifying residents might have 
experienced damage or the destruction of their home or self-employment 
business; a loss of income for the same reasons; or incurred disaster-related 
expenses—including home or business repairs, temporary shelter, evacuation, 
food loss, etc.—that are not expected to be reimbursed during the disaster benefit 
period. Eligible residents began registering over the weekend. The pre-
registration period closes on Thursday, but applications will be accepted through 
October 28. The first benefits are being paid on Friday. / EMPLOYMENT, 
DISASTERS: A reminder from the Oregon Employment Department: If you lost 
your job, your work hours were reduced, or your self-employment was hard-hit by 
the recent wildfires or the damaging windstorm that preceded them, you qualify 
for compensation under the federal Disaster Unemployment Assistance or “D-U-
A” program. Lane County, Douglas, and Linn Counties are among eight Oregon 
counties that qualified for the aid. But the deadline for filing a DUA claim related to 



these fires is Friday, October 23. Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) is a 
federal program that provides temporary unemployment assistance benefits to 
individuals whose employment or self-employment has been lost or interrupted or 
had their work hours greatly reduced as a direct result of a major disaster. The 
Oregon Employment Department administers the DUA program on behalf of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Individuals eligible for regular 
unemployment benefits or Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) are not 
eligible for DUA. This round of DUA benefits are available to eligible individuals 
for weeks of unemployment that began September 13. The benefits for this 
disaster will be available until March 20, 2021, if your unemployment continues to 
be a direct result of the major disaster. Among the reasons for disaster-related 
unemployment: You were unable to reach your job because of closures or the 
business was destroyed. Others who qualify might work for an employer or be 
self-employed and have received at least a majority of its revenue or income from 
a business in the major disaster area that was damaged or destroyed in the 
disaster or an entity in the disaster area closed by the federal, state, or local 
government. The Oregon employment Department website can provide you with 
details on whether you qualify and on how to file. /  
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WEATHER: After a mild stretch of weather, forecasters with the National Weather 
Service say Northwest Oregon will see its coldest Fall temperatures (so far) later 
this week. The first taste of cold arrives Wednesday night with overnight lows 
dropping into the 30s. This will be cold enough to support patchy frost across the 
valleys, particularly in the southern and mid-Willamette Valley. Another front will 
push even colder air into the region on Friday and Saturday. This will bring snow 
levels down into the 1,500 to 3,000 feet range late Friday night into Saturday. It is 
still too early to predict exact snow amounts yet, but there is potential for 3 to 6 
inches of snow across the Cascades, particularly above 3,000 feet. Once that 
storm system passes, skies will clear during the second half of the weekend. 
Overnight temperatures will likely drop into the upper 20s to mid-30s across much 
of the region. This will likely result in widespread frost Saturday and Sunday 
nights across much of northwest Oregon. Now is a good time to pick your 
remaining vegetables and to cover other frost sensitive plants. It is also a good 
time to winterize your outdoor pipes and hoses for the upcoming winter. / 
ELECTIONS: Ballots for the 2020 election began to be mailed to Oregonians last 
week and on Friday alone, more than 88,000 people returned them to official 
dropboxes or they arrived in the mail at county elections offices. Lane County 
Elections officials reported on Monday that they have received more than 29,000 
ballots—a return so far of roughly 10.7 percent. Voters using the drive-up dropbox 
outside Lane County Elections reported a steady stream of cars yesterday. The 
numbers are in line with what is being seen across the nation as early voting 
begins in many states. Ballot returns were far slower early on during the previous 
two presidential general election rounds in 2016 and 2012. Officials expect overall 
turnout to be high this election. In 2016 and 2012, slightly more than 80 percent of 
registered voters returned their ballots. Oregonians still have two weeks until 
Election Day. Officials remind you that next Tuesday, October 27, is the last day 
to mail your ballot in time for its to arrive at your local elections office. After that, 
you will want to deliver it to an official dropbox. A list of those near you is available 
at OregonVotes.gov ; A reminder from Elections officials: Before you return your 
ballot, some important things to keep in mind: Review both sides of your ballot. All 
ballots in Lane County contain a mix of candidate races and ballot measures. Not 
all are able to fit on the front of the ballot. If you do not check the back of your 
ballot, you will miss the opportunity to vote in some of those contests. Sign the 
back of your return envelope using the signature you used on your voter 



registration card. Elections officials compare those signatures to determine 
whether your ballot is valid. Some people have more than one style of signature 
or their handwriting has changed over time because of age or illness. If you are 
concerned about whether your signature still matches, contact your local 
Elections office. Registered voters anywhere in Oregon who have changed their 
address still have time to update their registration and qualify for a full ballot. 
Those with election-related questions should contact Lane County Elections at 
541-682-4234. Voters may drop off their ballots at one of many official drop box 
locations listed in the insert included with their ballot. Drop boxes are now open 
and will remain open until 8:00 p.m. on Election Day (November 3). ; Some 
advice from the nation’s elections officials: Do not sanitize your ballot. Already, 
some U.S. voters have reported spraying or wiping down their ballots with 
disinfectant because they are concerned about the coronavirus. Not only is that 
sort of disinfection not necessary, it can smear the ink and render your ballot 
invalid. We have also seen warnings from some other states about voters who 
placed their ballot in the microwave and either damaged their microwave or the 
ballot. Or both. The ballots, which arrived inside mailing envelopes, have not been 
touched by human hands for days or likely more than a week by the time they 
arrive in your mailbox. / HEALTH: Monday’s update from Lane County Public 
Health officials wrapping up the weekend’s COVID-19 number was grim: Since 
Friday morning, the county logged 102 additional positive cases and three deaths 
over the three-day period. That brings the local pandemic death toll to 26. 
Officials say they include two 89-year-old women and a 61-year-old man. All three 
are from the Eugene-Springfield area. All three were hospitalized at the time of 
their deaths. County health officials say nine patients remain hospitalized among 
215 people considered infectious. There are another 617 individuals being 
monitored because they were exposed to someone who now has COVID-19. On 
Friday, Lane County was added to the state’s “Watch List” because of its 
continued surge in coronavirus cases since mid-August and the growing number 
of cases where the source of infection cannot be traced. Counties remain on the 
Watch List for a minimum of three weeks until the number of untraceable cases 
drops below a certain level and receive assistance from the Oregon Health 
Authority to trace sources of transmission. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: Officials in 
the Fern Ridge School District said Monday evening that Veneta Elementary is 
closed today after a member of that school community tested positive for COVID-
19. District officials say they are working with Lane County Public Health to 
respond. The school had been offering limited in-person instruction a couple of 
days each week for younger students but that will move online today. Officials say 
Veneta Elementary will be fully sanitized today by the custodial staff. They add 
that the last time the individual that tested positive was at the school was on 
Friday morning. Officials anticipate classes at Veneta Elementary will resume 
tomorrow. This only effects Veneta Elementary School. ; Health experts continue 
to learn more about how the coronavirus spreads and the risks of close contact 
with others outside your household. Yesterday, with COVID-19 cases surging 
across the state, the Oregon Health Authority updated its guidance for the use of 
face coverings, expanding where they should be worn and recommending face 
coverings rather than face shields. Face coverings were already required in all 
private and public workplaces including classrooms, offices, meeting rooms and 
workspaces, unless someone is alone in an office or in a private workspace. The 



revised guidance also requires the wearing of face coverings in outdoor and 
indoor markets, at street fairs, private career schools and public and private 
colleges and universities. Finally, the revised guidance also recommends wearing 
a face covering instead of a face shield, except in limited situations when a face 
shield is appropriate such as when communicating with someone who is deaf or 
hearing impaired and needs to read lips. ; Officials say at least 19 students in 
Greater Albany Public Schools attended a gathering without masks, spurring new 
COVID-19 cases and setting back progress made toward holding in-person 
classes. The Albany Democrat-Herald reports at least three positive cases have 
been traced to a gathering with students from West Albany High School, South 
Albany High School and Lebanon High School. Schools Superintendent Melissa 
Goff says in addition to the large gathering, another six students should be 
quarantining. The students' families have been contacted by health authorities but 
according to Goff, some may not be cooperating with efforts to trace the potential 
outbreak. / HEALTH: As Oregon’s total number of COVID-19 cases since the start 
of the pandemic nears 40,000, health officials announced Monday that face-
covering requirements are being expanded. Currently, Oregonians are required to 
wear masks at indoor public spaces and outside where they cannot maintain six 
feet of space between others. Health officials are once again expanding the 
guidance to include all private and public workplaces, including classrooms, 
offices, meeting rooms, colleges, universities, outdoor markets, and private career 
schools. / SPORTS, HEALTH: The Pac-12 has established cancellation and 
tiebreaker policies for its virus-truncated football season. The conference 
announced Monday that a minimum threshold of at least 53 scholarship players 
— with various position minimums — must be available for any team to 
participate in a game. If a school does not elect to play the game shorthanded, 
the game will be rescheduled or declared a no contest. The Pac-12′s seven-
game, conference-only season is scheduled to begin Nov. 7 and the conference 
is taking potential cancellations into account in its tiebreaker policies. To be 
eligible for the Pac-12 Championship game, teams must play no less that one 
game fewer than the average played among all Pac-12 teams. Division winners 
will be determined by best winning percentage for all games and head-to-head 
results will take precedent in the event of a tie in the loss column if there is an 
unbalanced schedule. If two teams that played the same number of games tie, 
the representative for the conference title game will be determined by head-to-
head results, record in division games and record against the next highest-placed 
team in the division. Multiple team ties with an unbalanced schedule will be 
broken by head-to-head results, followed by record in common conference 
games, then College Football Playoff ranking. ; Buy a cutout, plant a tree. Oregon 
State University is offering Beaver Football fans a chance to purchase a stadium 
cutout and do a little reforestation. Oregon State partnered with local Toyota 
Dealers and the organization One Tree Planted. Fans who purchase a stadium 
cutout will also ensure seedlings are planted on forest land damaged by the 2017 
Umpqua North Complex fire. The project is part of an effort to planting 22,000 
seedlings across 135 acres on the Diamond Lake Ranger District. The Reser 
Stadium cutouts are priced from $30 to $1,000, depending on location. There are 
discounts for football season ticket holders and Oregon State University students. 
One pricing option even comes with an autograph on your cutout by Beavers 
Head Coach Jonathan Smith. Every fan will be emailed a picture of their cutout in 



the stadium and fans will have the opportunity to have their cutout sent to them 
after the Pac-12’s abbreviated conference-only season. Purchase your cutout by 
November 2 to have it in the stands for Game One on November 7 against 
Washington State. / GOVERNMENT: No interim mayor for the rest of this year in 
the City of Springfield. Instead, a replacement will be named in January to fill the 
new, two-year term. That is the upshot of yesterday evening’s Springfield city 
Council meeting. It comes after Christine Lundberg stepped down during the 
summer. Council members considered appointing an interim mayor to serve the 
remainder of her term through 2020 but instead agreed to hold off and appoint 
someone to coincide with what would have been the start of Lundberg’s new term 
in January. That person will serve until voters select a new mayor for the term that 
begins in 2022. If the person who is appointed comes from the Springfield council, 
the remaining members would then select someone to fill that vacancy. / 
EVENTS, COMMUNITY, CHARITABLE: The zombies will be lurching a bit farther 
apart this year but Thrill The World Eugene is planning its annual October event. 
THRILL THE WORLD began as an annual global attempt to break the world 
record for the Largest Simultaneous Dance to the song, “Thriller,” using the 
choreography from the original music video. Many of the events are fundraisers 
as local charities or involve community performances in several locations across 
several dates. Eugene’s first “Thrill The World” performance took place in 2012 
with 213 dancers and included several flashmobs and special appearances. 
Since then, the number of participants has grown as people join the social media 
group and go to the official website and stream videos to learn the dance moves. 
During the pandemic, there will not be any informal classes to teach the 
choreography. But organizers are working to plan for a few performances, using 
smaller groups, masks, and lots of physical distancing. The first performance is 
set for Saturday. Details will be shared online at 
https://www.thrilltheworldeugene.com/ / TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: If you 
have not yet seen this, it is worth driving. Eugene Public Works crews are putting 
the finishing touches on a reworking of traffic along 13th Avenue through 
downtown all the way to campus. The project has multiple features intended to 
slow vehicles through town and improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
Most significantly, it creates a separate two-way bikeway with traffic signals for 
cyclists heading through downtown and on- and off-campus. The 13th Avenue 
bikeways runs for 12 blocks between Lincoln and Alder Streets. It includes 
protected lanes and better protection for riders, such as a low concrete barrier 
between the bike and vehicle lanes and new traffic signals to protect cyclists 
making turns onto nearby streets. There are also some improvements to the 
original bike route on 12th Avenue. An Opening Week celebration begins on 
Saturday. / BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: It was a popular effort to give 
a boost to some downtown Eugene businesses. And that popularity is keeping it 
around for another six months. The City of Eugene is extending its outdoor café 
seating or “Streatery” program. The idea is to support local businesses and 
provide a safe and physically distanced social gathering spot. Restaurants may 
expand their serving areas onto sidewalks and on-street parking spaces with a 
free, temporary “Streatery” permit, which allows café seating in the public right of 
way. Eugene’s restaurant owners have been enthusiastic about the new, 
temporary program, with two dozen restaurants and brewpubs in downtown and 
elsewhere receiving permits for outdoor seating. The permits were set to expire 



on Halloween, but business owners may fill out a new application for a free 
extension good through the end of April. As we head into the Fall and Winter, 
many Streatery participants also are working on ways to add coverings to their 
seating areas and outdoor heaters. / RECREATION, EVENTS: Lots of popular 
autumn events are adapting and going online during the pandemic. Among them, 
two big annual activities at Buford Park and Mt. Pisgah. The Fall Plant & Seed 
Sale benefitting the Friends of Buford Park & Mt. Pisgah take place online rather 
than in-person. You will be able to order various native plants and seeds. 
Proceeds help maintain and preserve habitat at one of the Lane County’s most 
popular parks. Also, the popular Mt. Pisgah Arboretum Mushroom Festival is 
taking place virtually on Sunday, October 25. It will include presentations, cooking 
demonstrations, and virtual mushroom forays. The event is co-sponsored by the 
Mount Pisgah Arboretum, Cascade Mycological Society, and Lane Community 
College. /  
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ELECTIONS: Ballot returns continue at a fast clip here in Lane County. Elections 
officials reported yesterday they have received more than 47,300 ballots since 
late last week. That is a roughly 17.3 percent return rate—far ahead of the 
numbers for previous general elections. There are close to 273,000 registered 
voters in Lane County for the November 3 election. In 2016 and 2012, slightly 
more than 80 percent of registered voters returned their ballots. Officials say they 
would not be surprised to see higher rates this time around. / HEALTH: Lane 
County Public Health say they received reports yesterday of 39 new COVID-19 
cases. County health officials say nine patients remain hospitalized among 209 
people considered infectious. There are another 664 individuals being monitored 
because they were exposed to someone who now has COVID-19. The county 
continues to see a growth in cases among young adults, including the college-age 
population. Many of those cases are tied to social gatherings. There are also 
continued cases in workplaces. On Friday, Lane County was added to the state’s 
“Watch List” because of its continued surge in coronavirus cases since mid-
August and the growing number of cases where the source of infection cannot be 
traced. Counties remain on the Watch List for a minimum of three weeks until the 
number of untraceable cases drops below a certain level and receive assistance 
from the Oregon Health Authority to trace sources of transmission. ; Last week, 
Lane County Public Health officials said their contact tracers were having difficulty 
persuading some people who have tested positive for the coronavirus or might 
have been exposed to isolate or quarantine. Often, those people are reluctant to 
share details about where they have been and who might have been exposed. 
Wondering why? Public health officials say it appears to be a mix of reasons, 
including shame and embarrassment at contracting the virus, and not wanting 
their friends, family, or co-workers to know. Some tell contact tracers they are 
afraid they will be shunned or judged, be kicked out of school, or lose their jobs. 
Public health experts say this kind of behavior is not uncommon during disease 
outbreaks, but it makes it difficult to control the spread of the virus if they do not 
know who might be at risk. They say while some people did engage in behavior 
that put them at risk, others were trying to do everything right and still became 
infected. Public health experts say if people withheld judgment and did not 
stigmatize those who have been exposed, it would be easier to trace these cases. 
They add that COVID-19 is widespread in our community, which means it is going 
to infect people during social gatherings, at work, and in long-term care facilities 



and other congregate care settings. ; Veneta Elementary reopens this morning 
after yesterday’s deep cleaning. It comes after a staff member tested positive for 
COVID-19 on Monday evening. According to updates posted on the district’s 
website by Fern Ridge School District officials, the person had not been in the 
building since Friday morning and did not begin showing minor symptoms until 
the weekend. Veneta Elementary has been offering in-person instruction for its 
younger students a couple of days each week. All students and families that 
might have been exposed have been notified, with one teacher, one instructional 
aide, and one classroom of students isolating. The students will study from home. 
; Health officials say Oregon has surpassed 40,000 confirmed coronavirus cases 
since the start of the pandemic. The Oregon Health Authority on Tuesday 
reported 346 new confirmed and presumptive cases, bringing the state's case 
tally to 40,135. Officials say 633 people have died. It comes as state health 
experts saw an 18 percent rise in cases the week of October 5-11. They are 
awaiting final numbers but are concerned the trend continued last week. Oregon’s 
most recent positivity testing rate is 6.4 percent. Small social gatherings continue 
to be a big driver of new infections, where participants often transmit the virus 
unknowingly when they ignore social distancing and protective face covering 
guidelines. Late last week, the Oregon Health Authority received some troubling 
new projections for the spread of the virus. They found that if the rate of infections 
continues as they have, the state could see 570 new reported cases a day and 40 
hospitalizations by the end of the year. The projections estimated that even if 
transmission decreases by 10 percentage points, there still will be 290 daily 
reported cases and 20 new daily hospitalizations. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY: A big 
local blood donation event is back on track today at the Lane Events Center after 
yesterday’s setback put things on hold. Someone stole the battery from a truck 
used by Bloodworks Northwest, our local blood bank, to support the 
organization’s pop-up events. The theft required planners to reschedule 
appointments as they scrambled to get the vehicle back up and running. The 
pandemic has made it more challenging for Bloodworks Northwest to provide 
critically needed blood to hospitals and clinics across the region. The donations 
are used to treat emergency patients and provide for less-urgent procedures. 
Blood transfusions are used for surgeries, for the treatment of diseases, for 
victims of accidents, and for critically ill newborns. The donation event is now 
running today and tomorrow at the Lane Events Center. More opportunities are 
planned next week. If you are able to donate, appointments are required and may 
be made at BloodworksNW.org or by calling 800-398-7888. / COMMUNITY, 
CRIME, HEALTH, SAFETY: The City of Eugene’s Community Court is holding an 
outdoor Social Services Provider Fair today. The event runs tomorrow from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. on the East Park Block in Downtown Eugene. It will include a wide 
variety of local service providers, ranging from assistance finding healthcare to 
housing, therapy, and other services. The goal of Eugene’s Community Court is 
to improve public safety and reduce misdemeanor activity downtown. The court 
works with those who appear before it to assign them to a combination of 
supervised community service and connect them with social service providers. 
But that is challenging during the pandemic, since those providers are unable to 
set up in the Community Court building because of physical distancing rules. It is 
hoped this outdoor Social Services Provider Fair will reestablish those 
connections between the providers and clients. Attendees should wear a mask 



and practice physical distancing. Disposable masks are available for those who 
do not have one. / DISASTERS, COMMUNITY: A group of volunteers from across 
the state are working to create temporary Wi-Fi networks in areas burned by last 
month’s wildfires. The members of the Oregon Internet Response team have 
been installing orange public Wi-Fi boxes in the upper McKenzie Valley, for 
example, in areas burned by the Holiday Farm Fire. The effort relies on donated 
equipment and labor from dozens of individuals and organizations. It’s kind of 
remarkable how creative the volunteers got when they daisy-chained the Wi-Fi 
connections into the Blue River, Rainbow, and McKenzie Bridge area: The 
informal network originates in Bend, with the signal connecting to the Hoodoo Ski 
Area, from there on to Carmen Smith Dam, then to Belknap Bluff and Castle 
Rock, and finally down to the communities. The free public Wi-Fi is available in 
three parking lot locations up the McKenzie. They include: the McKenzie Bridge 
Christian Church parking lot; Takoda's Restaurant and Blue Sky Market in 
Rainbow; and McKenzie High School in Blue River. In some locations, the 
bandwidth is limited because the signal must find its way through trees or other 
obstacles. But it provides a stopgap while traditional communication providers 
rebuild their networks, which burned during the fire, including close to 20 miles of 
fiber optic cable. Those include providers such as CenturyLink, Charter, ATT, 
Verizon, T-Mobile, and others. In some locations, those private companies have 
brought in portable cellular towers with satellite uplinks. But demand for those 
portable towers is heavy across parts of Western Oregon as people return to 
burned areas and bandwidth is limited. Priority for some installations is being 
given to first responders and other critical services. The cellular providers 
provided service to the Rainbow, McKenzie Bridge, and Belknap Springs area 
with installations on Mt. Hagan. But the building at that site burned and is being 
rebuilt. / HOUSING, DISASTERS: In the wake of the Holiday Farm Fire, many 
residents who lost homes are struggling to find temporary housing. This week, 
members of the Springfield City Council made it a bit easier, by passing a 
resolution temporarily allowing recreational vehicles to be parked on private 
property. It comes as many businesses, churches, community groups, and 
residents have stepped up to offer longer-term parking spots for those evacuee 
RVs. Springfield officials say there still will be safety and health guidelines to keep 
those temporary RV campers secure. among the guidelines: The RV must be 
roadworthy. No structures can be connected to the RV. All personal items must 
be kept in the RV or otherwise screened from view from any public right-of-way. 
RVs may be parked on property developed with a single-family house or a duplex. 
Only one RV is allowed on the property. Property owners may not charge rent but 
may ask RV occupants to contribute toward utilities. RVs are not allowed on 
vacant lots.  RV must be parked in a legal parking area, such as a driveway, or 
parked behind the front facade of the house. And residents providing the parking 
spot must make sanitary facilities available within their existing structure.  The RV 
occupants may use holding tanks within the RV that are then emptied off-site. A 
certified vendor may go to the site to pump out RV holding tanks. The property 
owner may allow an RV connection to an existing sanitary sewer line, contact the 
City for applicable requirements. Portable toilets are not allowed. An extension 
cord may be extended from an approved outlet. The use of generators is not 
allowed. Residents must have regular garbage service and allow RV occupants to 
use this service. / DISASTERS, EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENT: Talk about a 



class project! Juvenile Coho salmon from the state’s Rock Creek Hatchery in 
Douglas County are being raised by students at Roseburg’s Eastwood 
Elementary School. How many elementary schools have their own fish-rearing 
facility? Eastwood Elementary does and the kids, teachers, and staff have worked 
with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to raise steelhead in the past. 
The young Coho were saved from last month’s Archie Creek wildfire, along with 
about 700 adult spring Chinook and summer steelhead. The adult fish were 
transferred to another ODFW hatchery. The juvenile salmon arrived at the school 
this week. They will be released this spring as smolts in Cow Creek, just below 
Galesville Reservoir. Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife biologists say it is a 
great opportunity for the students to learn more about Oregon’s native salmon. It 
also means the fish don’t have to be released early. The Rock Creek Hatchery 
and ODFW staff fin-clipped the young Coho salmon last week at the hatchery. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY: Northwest Oregon are seeing cool temperatures from 
overnight, with lows into the lower to middle 30s. This will be cold enough to 
support patchy frost developing across the interior lowlands. According to the 
National Weather Service in Portland, colder air is expected late tonight into 
Saturday, which will bring rain to lowland areas. Snow levels will lower to around 
1,500 feet, with minor accumulations above that point. As this system passes, 
skies will clear later Saturday. Expect freezing temperatures this weekend, with 
overnight temperatures from the upper 20s to middle 30s across lower elevations. 
This will result in widespread frost, Saturday night into Sunday morning, and 
again Sunday night into Monday morning across much of northwest Oregon. / 
CRIME, DISASTERS: The man who started the Sweet Creek Fire near Mapleton 
in late August will serve 10 years in prison and must complete three years of post-
prison supervision. Officials with the Lane County District Attorney’s Office say 
44-year-old Elias Pendergrass of Mapleton was sentenced on Wednesday after 
pleading guilty to first-degree arson. He also must pay restitution. That amount 
will be set during the next six months. The Sweet Creek Fire sparked evacuations 
in late August and grew to more than 300 acres before it was contained. / CRIME, 
SAFETY: Eugene Police say they are trying to determine who fired shots 
yesterday morning in a neighborhood off Goodpasture Island Road west of the 
Delta Highway. Officers responded to the call shortly before 7:00 a.m. on the 
3300 block of Riverplace Drive. Occupants of one home said they heard shots 
being fired and that one round broke a glass window at the residence and caused 
damage inside a room. Police say they also received information of several shots 
that were fired in rapid succession and canvassed the neighborhood for 
information. But they were unable to locate a suspect. If you know anything about 
the case or observed any suspicious behavior at the time, investigators would like 
to hear from you. Contact Eugene Police at 541-682-5111 (Case Reference 20-
17578). / ELECTIONS, DISASTERS: It’s not often you hear the original backers 
of an election bond issue urging voters to vote “no.” But that’s what happened at 
last night’s meeting of the McKenzie School Board. Its members approved a 
resolution urging a “no” vote on the district’s $15 million bond measure to build a 
new elementary school and update the gymnasium. Members say in the wake of 
the Holiday Farm Fire, asking for that kind of money from property owners who 
have lost homes and possessions is not appropriate. Many, they say, are families 
of district students, teachers, and staff. Instead, members of the McKenzie School 



Board will consider a smaller bond measure next May, if $4 million in state 
matching funds are still available. / ELECTIONS: The wave of early ballot returns 
continued yesterday in Lane County. Elections officials reported they have 
received more than 71,700 ballots (71,715) since late last week. That is a better 
than 26 percent return rate—far ahead of the numbers for previous general 
elections. There are close to 273,000 registered voters in Lane County for the 
November 3 election. In 2016 and 2012, slightly more than 80 percent of 
registered voters returned their ballots. Officials say they would not be surprised 
to see higher rates this time around. Oregonians have less than two weeks until 
Election Day. Next Tuesday, October 27, is the last day to mail your ballot in time 
for its to arrive at your local Elections office. After that, you should deliver it to an 
official dropbox. A list of those near you is available at OregonVotes.gov Lane 
County’s 20 official dropboxes remain open until 8:00 p.m. on Election Day 
(November 3). A map of drop box locations is also available online. ; With less 
than two weeks until the 2020 election, more that 16 percent of Oregon’s 
registered voters had already returned their ballots by the end of the day 
Tuesday. By comparison, at this time during the 2016 presidential election, 12.8 
percent of registered voters in Oregon had mailed in their ballots, according to 
data from the Elections Division of the Oregon Secretary of State. / RACISM, 
LATINX, BLACKS, RELIGION, CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT: Even with fewer 
incidents, officials say even one case if far too many. The City of Eugene 
released its annual report on Hate and Bias Crimes yesterday. It showed a 
decrease in cases from 2018 to 2019. But officials add there has been an uptick 
in reported incidents so far this year. The study detailed 66 reports of bias and 
non-criminal incidents in 2019. Forty-four of those were classified as “hate crimes” 
and the remaining 18 as “non-criminal.” Vandalism was the most common type of 
incident followed by intimidation, then assault. At the same time, officials say 
there are other instances where victims feel targeted but choose not to report the 
crime out of fear. Incidents are reports to the Eugene Police Department and the 
city’s Office of Human Rights. Experts say bias crimes may include targeting 
victims based on their actual or perceived race, ethnicity, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or disability. Officials say African Americans were the 
primary target of both physical violence and non-criminal incidents, while the 
Jewish community was the primary target of criminal vandalism. The LatinX and 
LBGTQ communities are also targeted in a number of reported incidents. Officials 
say by tracking the numbers, they are better able to address community needs 
and consider policies to target those responsible for hate and bias crimes. / LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, SAFETY: It can help turn a high-pressure, fast-developing 
situation into a safer resolution for suspects, victims, and police. The techniques 
are known as “de-escalation” and they are in demand as law enforcement officers 
across the country respond to potentially volatile situations that might require 
police use of force. This week, the Eugene Police Department hosted a regional 
De-Escalation Instructor Training session over two days. There were 55 spots. 
They filled quickly. The science-based course is designed for law enforcement 
trainers, whether they deal with street officers, field supervisors, investigators, 
attorneys, administrators, or any other group within law enforcement. Long-term, 
those trainers will share the techniques they’ve learned with current and future 
generations of law enforcement. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health say they 
received reports yesterday of 40 new COVID-19 cases and one death. Officials 



say a 64-year-old woman from the Eugene-Springfield area died from coronavirus 
complications on October 14. She was not hospitalized prior to her death. New 
numbers in the Oregon Health Authority’s Weekly report underscore the deadly 
toll the pandemic is taking on older adults in long-term care facilities and other 
congregate care settings. In Lane County alone, outbreaks in recent months have 
sickened at least 93 residents and staff and claimed 18 lives. Of the eight 
outbreaks in Eugene-Springfield and Florence being monitored by state officials, 
six still are classified as “active.” The county continues to see a growth in cases 
among young adults, including the college-age population. But they say cases are 
spread across all age groups. Many local infections continue to be tied to social 
gatherings. There are also continued cases associated with workplaces. Lane 
County Public Health officials say nine local COVID-19 patients remain 
hospitalized among 204 people considered infectious. There are another 668 
individuals being monitored because they were exposed to someone who now 
has COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported another 331 new 
coronavirus cases statewide and two more deaths. Earlier this week, Oregon 
passed the 40,000-case mark. The pandemic death toll stands at 635. But there 
was one piece of encouraging news: Officials say last week’s new COVID-19 
cases, while still high at more than 2,300, represented a four percent decline from 
the previous week. However, testing positivity rates were up a notch, to 6.5 
percent and last week’s deaths were up from 27 to 25. According to the Oregon 
Health Authority, the age group with the highest incidence of reported infection 
are those ages 20 to 49. They represent 39 percent of Oregon’s population but 
account for 56 percent of COVID-19 cases. Hospitalization and death rates 
increase with age, with persons 80 years and older accounting for 51 percent of 
COVID-19 associated deaths. ; People with COVID-19 in parts of Idaho soon 
might have to be sent to Portland, Willamette Valley, or Seattle medical facilities 
because hospitals across parts of Idaho are nearing capacity. In the southern 
Idaho city of Twin Falls, officials with St. Luke’s Hospital say they have had to 
cancel all elective surgery for the month to accommodate an influx of coronavirus 
patients. They say one in every four patients there is sick with COVID-19. In 
Northern Idaho, officials with Kootenai Health say their hospital is at 99 percent 
capacity for patients. They add the facility is also short-staffed, as demand for 
nurses grows with the rise in COVID-19 cases throughout the country. For now, 
data from the Oregon Health Authority data indicates our state’s hospitals have 
the capacity to accept new patients, particularly near Portland and in parts of the 
Willamette Valley. About one-quarter of Oregon’s intensive care hospital beds are 
unoccupied this week. Idaho is seeing its largest coronavirus spike since the 
pandemic began, with new cases increasing statewide by 46 percent over the 
past two weeks. Idaho Republican Governor Brad Little has declined to take steps 
such as requiring the wearing of protective masks or face shields in public to slow 
the spread of the virus. For most people, the new coronavirus causes mild or 
moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. 
But for some, especially older adults, and people with existing health problems, it 
can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia and death. / WILDLIFE, 
EVENTS: Big congratulations to Buck Spencer of Junction City, who had two 
pieces of art selected for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 2021 
Habitat Conservation, Upland Game Bird and Waterfowl Stamps. He will receive 
an award of $4,000 for winning the two contests. Spencer’s artwork featuring 



Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep was selected for the Habitat Conservation 
Stamp. His rendering of Spruce Grouse will adorn the Upland Game Bird Stamp. 
Sales of the stamps and other promotional items benefit Oregon’s native wildlife 
and their habitats. / COMMUNITY, YOUTH, FAMILIES, CHARITABLE: Good 
news for the Eugene Family YMCA as its leaders yesterday announce several 
gifts totaling $450,000 for the Y’s Capital Campaign. The gifts are pledges of 
$250,000 from Steve Stewart, $100,000 from the Sunderland Foundation, and 
$100,000 from Larry and Diane Tardie. As planning progresses for work on the 
new facility at 24th and Hilyard Streets in South Eugene, YMCA officials say 
progress continues on key construction documents and design details. Among the 
features will be a new splash pad in the Aquatics Center; an indoor, circular track 
above the gym; maker spaces; a teaching kitchen that focuses on nutrition; and a 
dedicated cycle studio. During the early months of the pandemic, the Eugene 
Family YMCA partnered with local cities and health care agencies to offer 
childcare for first responders and essential workers. It also offered free childcare 
and free 3-month memberships to those displaced by the Holiday Farm Fire. The 
Y offers full-day youth programs and outdoor exercise spaces with pandemic 
safety measures in place to allow for physical distancing, as well as live virtual 
classes. / EMPLOYMENT, DISASTERS: A reminder from the Oregon 
Employment Department: If you lost your job, your work hours were reduced, or 
your self-employment was hard-hit by the recent wildfires or the damaging 
windstorm that preceded them, you qualify for compensation under the federal 
Disaster Unemployment Assistance or “D-U-A” program. Lane County, Douglas, 
and Linn Counties are among eight Oregon counties that qualified for the aid. But 
the deadline for filing a DUA claim related to these fires is tomorrow – Friday, 
October 23. Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) is a federal program that 
provides temporary unemployment assistance benefits to individuals whose 
employment or self-employment has been lost or interrupted or had their work 
hours greatly reduced as a direct result of a major disaster. The Oregon 
Employment Department administers the DUA program on behalf of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Individuals eligible for regular 
unemployment benefits or Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) are not 
eligible for DUA. This round of DUA benefits are available to eligible individuals 
for weeks of unemployment that began September 13. The benefits for this 
disaster will be available until March 20, 2021, if your unemployment continues to 
be a direct result of the major disaster. Among the reasons for disaster-related 
unemployment: You were unable to reach your job because of closures or the 
business was destroyed. Others who qualify might work for an employer or be 
self-employed and have received at least a majority of its revenue or income from 
an business in the major disaster area that was damaged or destroyed in the 
disaster or an entity in the disaster area closed by the federal, state, or local 
government. The Oregon employment Department website can provide you with 
details on whether you qualify and on how to file. Applications for DUA are 
available online at www.oregon.gov/EMPLOY/Disaster For additional questions or 
to request an initial application, please call: 503-570-5000. / DISASTERS, 
AGRICULTURE: Last month’s devastating wildfires not only resulted in heavy 
smoke that fouled our air quality for the better part of two weeks; The smoke also 
threatened Oregon’s crop of wine grapes. Oregon is one of the nation’s top wine-
producing states. But grapes on the vine can absorb smoke from fires. At high 



enough levels, that “smoke taint” ruins the flavor of the wine, meaning potentially 
big economic losses for grape growers and winemakers. In the aftermath of this 
year’s fires, Oregon State University wine researchers Elizabeth Tomasino and 
Michael Qian and their colleagues began accepting samples of smoke-impacted 
grapes and wine. The two are members of the Oregon Wine Research Institute 
and have processed more than 500 samples already. The researchers are using 
lab equipment to analyze the compounds in the samples. That provides grape 
growers and winemakers a sense of how severely their grapes or wine have been 
impacted by smoke. The analysis can help determine whether it is even worth 
harvesting the grapes or processing wine. The OSU researchers also are working 
to understand what compounds in smoke contribute to a smoky tasting wine and 
to what degree those compounds can be present in a vintage without harming its 
taste. The researchers, along with their grant partners at U.C. Davis and 
Washington State University, also want to understand, long-term, whether and 
how those compounds might be removed without impacting the quality of wine. 
The effort started last year and has the support of some big national partners, 
including the American Vineyard Foundation, Northwest Center for Small Fruits 
Research, and the USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture. / 
EDUCATION: What if you could use an app on your phone to order a meal, then 
have it delivered by a robot? They’re doing it up on the campus of Oregon State 
University in Corvallis. This week, OSU’s food service folks deployed a fleet of 20 
small Starship delivery robots to carry food orders to students, staff, and faculty 
across the more than 500-acre campus and beyond. It’s handy in the pandemic. 
But the work began well before that. Officials with Oregon State University’s 
Housing & Dining Services and Memorial Union Retail Services worked with San 
Francisco-based Starship Technologies—the brainchild of two co-founders of 
Skype. They Starship Technologies’ robots have completed more than 500,000 
autonomous deliveries at various test and operational sites. The boxy robots are 
small, with six wheels and a rounded white body, topped with a bright orange flag 
to make more visible as they roam the campus. The robots use GPS and can 
carry up to 20 pounds of food. Using a combination of machine learning, artificial 
intelligence, and sensors, they can travel on sidewalks and navigate obstacles—
mapping their environment as they proceed. OSU officials say the robots can 
cross streets, climb curbs, travel at night, and operate in rain and snow. A team of 
humans remotely monitor their progress and can take control, if needed. When a 
customer places an order using the delivery app, they can select a location to 
meet their delivery robot. The customer will also receive a code in the app to 
unlock the robot when it arrives, so their order will not be taken by hungry 
passersby. The robots can keep food hot or cold. After the delivery, the robot is 
sanitized before its next trip. Starship Technologies owns the robots and is 
responsible for maintenance and IT support. There is no cost to the university for 
the robots. Instead, a small delivery fee is added to orders. The robots are 
already popular with many of the 2,210 students living in OSU residence halls on 
the Corvallis campus. Starship also is providing services to more than 10 
campuses across the country, including George Mason University, Northern 
Arizona University and Purdue University. /  

 
  



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
10/23/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

ELECTIONS: More than one-third of Lane County’s registered voters have 
returned their ballots. That is according to the latest numbers from county 
elections officials. Totals posted on our local elections’ website indicate more than 
93,800 ballots (93,869) were received by the close of business yesterday. That is 
a better than 34 percent return rate (34.36)—far ahead of the numbers for 
previous general elections and far ahead of return rates for recent general 
elections. There are close to 273,000 registered voters in Lane County for the 
November 3 election. In 2016 and 2012, slightly more than 80 percent of 
registered voters returned their ballots. Next Tuesday, October 27, is the last day 
to mail your ballot in time for its to arrive at your local Elections office by 8 p.m., 
November 3. After that, you should deliver it to an official dropbox. Lane County’s 
20 official dropboxes remain open until 8:00 p.m. on Election Day (November 3). 
A map of drop box locations is also available online. ; Lane County Elections 
officials say if you have not received your ballot, now is the time to take a couple 
of steps. Lane County’s ballots were mailed on Thursday, October 15. If you 
believe you are registered for this election, first go online to 
www.OregonVotes.gov to confirm you are, in fact, registered. If you have moved 
to any new address, even the apartment next door, you need to update your 
registration. By law, the Postal Service cannot forward ballots. You may update 
your address online at www.OregonVotes.gov provided you have a valid Oregon 
Driver’s License, identification card or permit number. The same website may be 
used to update or remove a mailing address. You may also complete a 
registration card and mail or deliver it to Lane County Elections. If you are not 
going to be at your regular residence or mailing address because of wildfire 
evacuations or other issues, you must submit a request for an absentee ballot at 
your temporary location. If you are unsure how to do that or have other questions, 
call Lane County Elections at 541-682-4234. / HEALTH: Lane County Public 
Health officials say they received reports yesterday of 20 new COVID-19 cases. 
Fourteen local COVID-19 patients remain hospitalized with 176 people 
considered infectious—a number that is down by 28 from Wednesday. But 
another 734 individuals are being monitored because they were exposed to 
someone who now has COVID-19. That figure is up by 66 from one day earlier. 
Lane County continues to see a growth in cases among young adults, including 
the college-age population, which accounts for 38 percent of those in recent 
outbreaks. More than half of last week’s new cases were among those age 18-27. 



Public health spokesman Jason Davis said during a Thursday media briefing that 
they are monitoring 75 active outbreaks involving 525 associated cases and that 
the average age of those tied to the outbreaks is 31. But officials say local cases 
are spread across all age groups: There was a surge in infections tied to social 
gatherings during the late summer and in the two weeks after Labor Day. There 
are also continued cases associated with workplaces. Lane County officials 
added yesterday that they are starting to see more cases tied to faith-based 
outbreaks, as people gather to worship and either do not physically distance or 
wearing masks throughout worship services and other activities. County and state 
officials say they are contacting religious groups to offer health recommendations. 
The county recently surveyed more than 600 residents by telephone to assess 
attitudes about the pandemic and safety precautions. The survey, produced by 
Patinkin Research Strategies, found that 75 percent believe the coronavirus 
poses a serious health threat and more than two-thirds are worried about their 
own health should they become infected. Roughly six in every seven people 
consider the wearing of protective masks and limiting social gatherings to be 
effective public health strategies. Three out of four surveyed consider physical 
distancing effective. But county health officials add that more surveys are needed 
because those reached during the random poll were disproportionately white and 
from the Eugene-Springfield metro area. Meantime, the Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday reported that COVID-19 has claimed 11 more lives, bringing the state’s 
pandemic death toll to 646. Officials also reported another 373 new coronavirus 
cases statewide. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: University of Oregon officials continue 
to monitor local COVID-19 cases among their students and staff. A campus 
website indicates that, since Labor Day, there have been 425 cases. The vast 
majority of those, 386 cases, involve students who live off-campus. They include 
those who live in their family’s home, independently in their own apartment or 
house, and those in off-campus fraternities and sororities. Thirty-two cases since 
Labor Day have involved students living on-campus residence halls. Those who 
have positive COVID-19 tests are isolated in separate dorm rooms. Those who 
might have been exposed are also told to quarantine. Another seven cases during 
the past seven weeks involve faculty or staff. At yesterday’s media briefing, U-of-
O Public Affairs director Kay Jarvis said the on-campus testing program has 
expanded its capacity to handle up to 4,000 weekly coronavirus tests. The 
university initially used those tests to screen and monitor students moving into the 
residence halls. But Jarvis says the increased capacity provides an opportunity to 
offer free voluntary testing to some students and workers who live off-campus. 
Jarvis says that could include those living in fraternity and sorority houses or 
larger apartment complexes that have high numbers of student tenants. / 
HEALTH, SAFETY, CRIME: While the coronavirus was grabbing most of the 
headlines during the spring, officials with the Oregon Health Authority say the 
state saw an alarming spike in opioid overdose deaths compared to one year 
earlier. Analysts say there was a nearly 70 percent increase in the number of 
overdose deaths during April and May of 2020 compared to the same time in 
2019. There also was a nearly eight percent rise in the number of overdose 
deaths during the first quarter of 2020 compared to the same period one year 
earlier. What is unclear is what effect the pandemic might be having on opioid 
misuse in Oregon. The analysis of opioid-involved deaths finds that fentanyl and 
heroin continue to be the drugs most frequently involved, with fentanyl-involved 



deaths accounting for close to 40 percent of overdose deaths in the month of 
May. But experts with the Oregon Health Authority also uncovered a continuing 
alarming trend in methamphetamine use: Methamphetamine- and amphetamine-
involved deaths accounted slightly more than 40 percent of May’s overdose 
deaths. State public health experts say it is premature to attribute the spike in 
overdose deaths to stress surrounding the arrival of COVID-19 in Oregon. But 
they acknowledge that stress related to jobs, school and social isolation can 
increase feelings of anxiety and depression and say those factors can lead to 
harmful levels of drug and alcohol use. Health officials remind you that opioid use 
disorder can be successfully treated. Those who need help to stop using opioids 
can talk to their health care providers or view the Oregon Health Authority’s list of 
resources at https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ Oregon-based nonprofit Lines for Life 
and the Oregon Health Authority recently launched the Safe + Strong Helpline at 
1-800-923-4357 (800-923-HELP). The line offers free, 24-7 emotional support 
and resource referral to anyone who needs it—not only those experiencing a 
mental health crisis. Callers are routed to a counselor who can provide emotional 
support, mental health triage, drug and alcohol counseling, crisis counseling or 
just connection. Learn more about Lines for Life at https://www.linesforlife.org/ / 
CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE, POLITICS: New York, 
Seattle, and Portland — three cities recently labeled “anarchist jurisdictions” by 
the U.S. Justice Department — are suing to invalidate the designation and to fight 
off the Trump administration’s efforts to withhold federal dollars. The lawsuit, filed 
Thursday in U.S. District Court in Seattle, ridiculed Trump's action as offensive to 
the Constitution and common sense, but said the consequences of withholding 
federal money during a pandemic “are deadly serious.” President Trump issued a 
memorandum last month that sought to identify localities that permit “anarchy, 
violence and destruction in American cities” following riots that took place during 
protests after George Floyd’s killing by Minneapolis police. / ENVIRONMENT, 
LEGAL: Another big legal setback for two Lane County youth climate activists. 
Justices on the Oregon Supreme Court yesterday rejected their claims in a 
climate change case. Attorneys for Kelsey Julianna and Ollie Chernaik filed the 
lawsuit nine years ago in Lane County Circuit Court. The suit focused on a legal 
principle known as the “public trust doctrine,” which can be used to compel the 
government to preserve natural resources for public use and for future 
generations. The plaintiffs wanted to include more natural resources and to 
compel the state to do more to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and ocean 
acidification. More than 175 individuals and groups representing government, law 
professors, communities of color, public health, young people, faiths, businesses, 
conservation and education, backed the youth plaintiffs with “Friend of the Court” 
briefs. A similar case involving 21 youth plaintiffs is being considered by justices 
on the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. That case claims actions by the U.S. 
government are depriving them of their constitutional rights to life, liberty, and 
property, and have failed to protect essential public trust resources. / 
EDUCATION: Congratulations to Eugene School District board member Alicia 
Hays. She was just named the 2020 Oregon School Board Member of the Year. 
The award from the Oregon School Boards Association. Hays is the Eugene 
Schools’ longest-serving board member. She joined in 2007 and served as board 
chair three times. As the former director of Lane County Health and Human 
Services, colleagues say Alicia Hays provided key insight as the Eugene School 



Board engaged in strategic and long-term planning. They say she is focused on 
equity, the needs of underserved students, and overall student success. She also 
has helped shape and campaign for passage of three Eugene school construction 
bonds and three local option levies. / RECREATION: Want to learn how to ski or 
snowboard but you’re nervous about those first trips on a ski lift? Good news, 
beginners: Hoodoo Ski Area is adding a new, 200-foot-long “carpet lift” adjacent 
to the resorts’ Easy Rider lift. The covered ride is like a slow conveyor belt for 
novice skiers and snowboarders that allows them to focus on building skills, not 
building anxiety. Hoodoo officials say the carpet lift is particularly useful for 
younger guests taking lessons, as well as others of all ages who are learning how 
to move on the snow. /  
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HOMELESSNESS, HEALTH: Lane County opened emergency shelter beds at 
the Lane Events Center overnight. The shelter, part of the Egan Warming Centers 
that normally operate during the winter months, opened ahead of last night’s cold 
snap with strict COVID-19 protocols in place. It comes as officials worked to find a 
safe place for members of the local homeless and unhoused community ahead of 
temperatures dropping into the mid-20s. The emergency shelter beds will be 
available again tonight between the hours of 6:00 PM and 8:00 AM. Those who 
are homeless or unhoused who wish to stay at Lane Events Center should check 
in with site volunteers at the Expo Hall. Emergency shelter beds are more 
challenging to set up this year due to COVID-19. Providing adequate space 
reduces the capacity of each location and many Egan volunteers are in higher-
risk categories and cannot serve this year. Under COVID-19 safety protocols, 
there is limited emergency shelter capacity and spaces are assigned on a first-
come, first-served basis. Any guests with symptoms are being offered space 
offsite to protect all guests. The St. Vincent de Paul Society of Lane County, 
under contract with Lane County, is staffing the emergency shelter. / 
ELECTIONS: More than two in every five Lane County registered voters have 
returned their ballots. That is according to the latest numbers from county 
elections officials. Totals posted on our local elections’ website indicate more than 
116,000 ballots (116,447) were received by the end of the day on Saturday. That 
is a better than 42 percent return rate (42.6 percent)—far ahead of the numbers 
for previous general elections and far ahead of return rates for recent general 
elections. There are close to 273,000 registered voters in Lane County for the 
November 3 election. In 2016 and 2012, slightly more than 80 percent of 
registered voters returned their ballots. Tomorrow, October 27, is the last day to 
mail your ballot in time for its to arrive at your local Elections office by 8 p.m., 
November 3. After that, you should deliver it to an official dropbox. A list of those 
is available at www.OregonVotes.gov Lane County Elections officials are 
reminding you to vote early this election. They say large turnout and heavy 
volumes of mailed-in ballots mean it is critical to allow extra days for your vote to 
arrive. Lane County’s 20 official dropboxes remain open until 8:00 p.m. on 
Election Day (November 3). A map of drop box locations is also available online. / 
SPORTS, HEALTH: The Oregon Football squad canceled its Saturday 
scrimmage after five positive antigen tests for COVID-19. Officials did not say 
whether the tests were among players or other personnel. But on Sunday, the 



entire squad, along with coaches and support staff, were tested for the 
coronavirus. Oregon Athletics officials said that all five individuals were 
asymptomatic and were in isolation while being monitored by medical staff. Head 
coach Mario Cristobal said this was the first time the Ducks have had positive 
tests in their football program. Members of the team, along with coaches and 
staff, have been tested daily. The Ducks are scheduled to begin their shortened 
conference-only season on November 7 at Autzen Stadium against Stanford. / 
HEALTH: New coronavirus cases continue to surge locally and across Oregon. 
Since Friday morning, Lane County Public Health has received close to 70 
reports of new COVID-19 cases—a number that will grow once additional 
numbers from the past three days are tallied. Eighteen local COVID-19 patients 
remain hospitalized with 197 people considered infectious. On Friday, Lane 
County Public Health officials said 738 individuals were being monitored because 
they had been exposed to someone who now has COVID-19. Lane County 
continues to see a growth in cases among young adults, including the college-age 
population. And while some outbreaks continue to be associated with social 
gatherings, officials say workplaces clusters are occurring when people let their 
guard down during breaks or other off-the-job activities. Public health spokesman 
Jason Davis said during a Thursday media briefing that officials were monitoring 
75 active outbreaks involving 525 associated cases and that the average age of 
those tied to the outbreaks is 31. But officials say local cases are spread across 
all age groups and that they are starting to see more cases tied to faith-based 
outbreaks, as people gather to worship and either do not physically distance or 
wearing masks throughout worship services and other activities. ; Meantime, the 
Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported a record single-day number of new 
COVID-19 cases on Friday: 550, along with three deaths. On Saturday, the state 
reported 399 new cases and on Sunday tallied 366. Health officials called the 
number of cases "troubling." Leaders of the Oregon Health Authority said that 
based on current COVID-19 modeling in the state, if Oregon remains on the path 
it is now, hospitals could reach capacity by mid-December. On Friday, out of 
Oregon's 723 intensive care unit beds, 22 percent were still available for all types 
of injury and illness, based on data on the Oregon Health Authority's website. Out 
of the non-ICU adult hospital beds in the state, 14 percent are still available. ; The 
U.S. coronavirus caseload has reached record heights with more than 83,000 
infections reported in a single day on Friday. It was the latest ominous sign of 
COVID's firm grip on the nation, with impacts being felt in every section of the 
country. This morning’s death toll stands above 225,000 Americans. The latest 
developments include a lockdown at the Oglala Sioux Tribe's reservation in South 
Dakota and a plea by a Florida health official to stop children's birthday parties. 
One hospital in northern Idaho continues to consider whether to airlift patients to 
Portland or Seattle as its intensive-care unit beds fill. The surge in the U.S. 
mirrors a similar spike in Europe. / SPORTS: The Oregon Ducks are Number 14 
in the Associated Press sportswriters’ football poll and Number 15 in the coaches’ 
poll two weeks ahead of the Pac-12 Conference’s season kick-off. Clemson 
remains a rock-solid No. 1 and Alabama is second. The Tigers received 52 first-
place votes and the Crimson Tide got the remaining 10. Ohio State, Notre Dame 
and Georgia round out the top 5 and are followed by Oklahoma State, Cincinnati, 
Texas A&M, Wisconsin, and Florida. Indiana entered the AP Poll at Number 17 
after pulling off the weekend’s most dramatic upset, defeating then-Number 8 



Penn State in overtime. Penn State slipped 10 spots to No. 18. ; Former Duck 
quarterback Justin Herbert threw for 347 yards and three touchdowns and rushed 
for a score as the Los Angeles Chargers snapped a four-game losing streak with 
a 39-29 victory over the Jacksonville Jaguars on Sunday. Herbert, a Sheldon 
High School graduate and the sixth overall pick in April’s draft, completed 27 of 43 
passes. He also ran for a touchdown while notching 66 yards in rushing, a single-
game high for a Chargers QB. More importantly, it was Herbert’s first win as an 
NFL starting quarterback. / SAFETY: Oregon State Police are investigating a fatal 
motorcycle crash on Highway 126 near Goble Lane. The crash was discovered 
around 6:35 a.m. Saturday morning but had happened sometime earlier. The 
motorcycle’s operator, 34-year-old Nickolas White of Eugene, sustained fatal 
injuries and was pronounced deceased. Officials say White had been reported to 
Lane County Sheriff's Office as a missing person. / DISASTERS, 
TRANSPORTATION: More restrictions were lifted on Friday on another Oregon 
highway affected by last month’s wildfires. The Oregon Department of 
Transportation lifted 24-hour lane closures on Oregon Highway 138-E, the North 
Umpqua Highway, between Idleyld and Steamboat. That is the stretch between 
Mileposts 19 and 39. Cleanup work related to the Archie Creek Fire continued 
over the weekend. Multiple work zones will be in place through this area. Flaggers 
will provide traffic control as needed. All forest lands in the area remain closed 
within the burn area. Motorists are asked to remain in their cars and avoid parking 
along the shoulder due because of hazardous conditions. / AGRICULTURE: 
Heavily protected crews in Washington state have worked to destroy the first nest 
of so-called “murder hornets” discovered in the United States. Workers with the 
state Agriculture Department had spent weeks searching, trapping and using 
dental floss to tie tracking devices to Asian giant hornets, which can deliver 
painful stings to people and spit venom but are the biggest threat to honeybees 
that farmers depend on to pollinate crops. Crews wore thick protective suits as 
they vacuumed the invasive insects from the cavity of a tree into large canisters 
Saturday. The nest found near the Canadian border is about the size of a 
basketball and contained an estimated 100 to 200 hornets. Now, crews are 
searching nearby to see whether there are other nests. /  
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HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT: The Lane Regional Air Protection Agency (LRAPA) 
on Monday afternoon issued a YELLOW smoke advisory for Eugene-Springfield 
and Oakridge. This advisory continues at least through this afternoon but likely 
will extend through Thursday. Outdoor burning of woodsy yard debris is prohibited 
today in Oakridge and Lowell for Tuesday, October 17th. Check L-RAPA’s 
outdoor burning advisory webpage for daily updates. / ELECTIONS: Close to one-
half of all Lane County registered voters have returned their ballots. That is 
according to the latest numbers from county elections officials. Totals posted on 
our local elections’ website indicate more than 133,000 ballots (133,268) were 
received by the end of the day on Monday. The 48.7 percent return rate remains 
far ahead of the numbers at this point for previous general elections. There are 
close to 273,000 registered voters in Lane County for the November 3 election. In 
2016 and 2012, slightly more than 80 percent of registered voters returned their 
ballots. Today is the last day to mail your ballot in time for its to arrive at your local 
Elections office by 8 p.m., November 3. After that, you should deliver it to an 
official dropbox. / HEALTH: Lane County’s continued COVID-19 infections affect 
the ability of public and private schools to widely reopen for in-person instruction. 
For a school district to offer instruction on-site for all kindergarten through 12th 
grade students, Lane County’s coronavirus rates must be below 10 cases per 
100,000 population for one week. According to the latest numbers from the 
Oregon Health Authority, we remain well above that total, with 264 cases per 
100,000 population last week. That is down a bit from the week before but still is 
more than 26 times the state’s allowable limit. Additionally, Lane County’s positive 
testing rate needs to drop below five percent for one week. Our positive testing 
rate has climbed—from 6.4 percent the week of October 11 to 7.2 percent last 
week. Most local districts have already announced plans to begin Winter Term 
with mostly online teaching. Some Lane County elementary schools were able to 
begin in-person classes a couple of days each week for their youngest students 
before local COVID-19 numbers climbed. But many reverted to all-remote 
teaching when infection rates climbed in their area. ; Lane County Public Health 
officials yesterday updated their COVID-19 numbers from the weekend, which 
included 81 new cases since Friday at 8 a.m. Fifteen local COVID-19 patients 
remain hospitalized with 181 people considered infectious. Those numbers have 
dropped a bit from Friday morning. Health investigators say 708 people are being 
monitored after being exposed to someone who has since tested positive for the 



coronavirus. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 339 new COVID-19 
cases and two deaths, raising the state’s pandemic death toll to 655. Lane County 
continues to see a growth in cases among young adults, including the college-age 
population. And while some outbreaks continue to be associated with social 
gatherings, officials say workplaces clusters also are occurring when people let 
their guard down during breaks or other off-the-job activities. Last week, county 
health officials also encouraged members of faith-based communities to wear 
masks and physically distance because they have seen some cases tied to those 
activities. ; The United States saw more than 481,000 new cases of COVID-19 
last week, setting a single-week record. Oregon was among 20 states that set 
records for new cases last week. Five states also tallied a record number of 
weekly deaths: Montana, Wyoming, South Dakota, Wisconsin, and North 
Carolina. The country has seen 8.7 million infections and more than 225,000 
deaths. A new analysis from Johns Hopkins University finds the U.S. is logging a 
new case of COVID-19 every 1.26 seconds. / SAFETY: Lane County Sheriff’s 
officials say investigators are working to determine what led to yesterday 
afternoon’s fatal crash involving a pedestrian and a train. It was reported shortly 
before 1:00 p.m. on Jasper Road near Mount Vernon Road in 
Springfield.  Deputies responded with Pleasant Hill Goshen Fire and Rescue and 
located a man lying near the tracks who was pronounced dead at the scene. The 
Lane County Sheriff's Office is investigating the death with the Lane County 
Medical Examiner's Office. The man’s identity has not been determined. The 
incident temporarily closed the Bob Straub Parkway at Jasper Road during the 
investigation, but it reopened later in the afternoon. / CRIME: It took an hour to 
talk him into surrendering, but Eugene Police say members of their Crisis 
Negotiation team were able to assist officers dealing with an agitated 48-year-old 
man holding a knife at a makeshift campsite under the Beltline Highway near 
Roosevelt Boulevard. Police were called to the location around 1:30 p.m. 
regarding some stolen property. When officers arrived, they observed a large 
amount of property and the male subject, Jason Bild, whom they recognized as 
someone with a warrant out for his arrest. Police say Bild was holding a knife and 
became aggressive as officers approached. Police say they kept their distance 
and summoned the Crisis Negotiation Team as well as additional duty patrol 
officers. After close to an hour, police say they were able to safely take Bild into 
custody on the warrant. He was evaluated at the hospital before being 
transported to jail. / SPORTS, HEALTH: A late-afternoon kick-off for the Ducks 
and the Cardinal one week from Saturday. The Pac-12 Conference yesterday 
announced kick-off times for the opening games of its seven-game, conference-
only season. Number 14 Oregon will host Stanford at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
November 7, at Autzen Stadium in a game that will be broadcast on ABC (KEZI). 
Oregon State will play later that evening, with a 7:30 p.m. kick-off against 
Washington State at Reser Stadium. The contest will be on FS1. ; The Pac-12 
Conference and its television partners ESPN & FOX Sports last week announced 
potential kickoff times for all “special date” football games occurring on Fridays 
this coming season. The Conference previously announced its 2020 football 
schedule, featuring a seven-game Conference-only lineup commencing on 
Saturday, Nov. 7, will culminate the weekend of Dec. 18-19 with the Pac-12 
Football Championship Game, presented by 76®, and a full slate of Pac-12 
games for all teams. While television selections for the 2020 “special date” games 



have been made, all remaining television game selections and start times will be 
made 12 or six days in advance. Every football game through the first six weeks 
of the season will be televised nationally by a combination of ABC, ESPN, 
ESPN2, ESPNU, FOX and FS1. FOX will televise the 2020 Pac-12 Football 
Championship Game on Friday, Dec. 18. / RECREATION: Lane County Parks’ 
popular Hendricks Bridge boat ramp has reopened after major improvements with 
assistance and funding from the Oregon State Marine Board and the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. The park closed in early June for the project. 
Hendricks Bridge boat ramp is located on the McKenzie River below Leaburg 
Dam. It is part of the larger 18-acre Hendricks Bridge Park east of Springfield on 
Highway 126. The ramp typically averages 8,000 users per year; however, those 
numbers had decreased as the ramp deteriorated. Among the improvements you 
will see: A reconstructed and realigned boat ramp and an expanded parking area 
to reduce congestion and increase maneuverability. Lane County Parks officials 
say the upgrades at Hendricks Bridge Park enhance safety and provide a 
dramatically improved recreational experience. If you used the boat ramp prior to 
the work, you saw how badly deteriorated it was and experienced the steep drop-
off at the end of the ramp, which could damage boat trailers. The boat ramp’s 
original alignment, combined with strong McKenzie River currents, also could 
make it difficult to launch and retrieve boats. This section of river is popular with 
anglers, as well as floaters and paddlers and offers two popular river runs: 
Leaburg Dam to Hendricks Bridge, and Hendricks Bridge to Hayden Bridge. / 
BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION: Local electric vehicle manufacturer Arcimoto 
(say: ARK’-uh-moh’-toh) now has a nationwide shipping partner to deliver its 
three-wheeled rides directly to customers’ homes and businesses. The company 
has partnered with DHL Global Forwarding to deliver Arcimoto’s FUV—short for 
“Fun Utility Vehicle.” The two-seat “Evergreen” FUV model lists a top speed of 75 
miles per hour and an in-town driving range of just over 100 miles per charge. 
The vehicles are ordered online with prices starting at $17,900. The company 
also offers business models designed for local deliveries or emergency rapid 
response. Arcimoto officials are working to expand the rollout of their vehicles, 
which are currently available for preorder only in Oregon, Washington, and 
California. Company officials say the DHL delivery partnership allows them to 
expand to the contiguous 48 states. / AGRICULTURE: They have completed their 
count: Scientists removed 98 so-called murder hornets from a nest discovered 
near the Canadian border in Washington state over the weekend, including 13 
that were captured live in a net. Officials with the Washington State Department of 
Agriculture said Monday they suspect there might be more Asian giant hornet 
nests nearby and will continue efforts to eradicate them. The agency says the 85 
Asian giant hornets were vacuumed into a special container when the first nest 
discovered on U.S. soil was eradicated on Saturday. While the hornets have been 
known to kill people in Asia, officials in the United States are primarily concerned 
they will destroy honeybee populations that are needed to pollinate crops. / 
ELECTIONS, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE, POLITICS: Is legal marijuana 
growing in popularity across the country? Voters in four states from different 
regions of the country are considering making cannabis legal. Analysts say if all 
pass, the sweep would highlight how public acceptance of marijuana and related 
products is cutting across geography, demographics, and the nation’s deep 
political divide. The Nov. 3 contests are in Arizona, Montana, South Dakota, and 



New Jersey. It comes as the battle for control of Congress and the White House 
could determine whether marijuana remains illegal at the federal level. In 
conservative Mississippi, voters will consider competing ballot proposals that 
would legalize medicinal marijuana, which is allowed in 33 states. Many 
supporters are focused on the campaign in New Jersey, where legalizing 
cannabis could be the first step to expansion in the populous Northeast, including 
in New York and Pennsylvania. Oregon is one of 11 states where cannabis is fully 
legalized, and most Americans live in states where marijuana is legal in some 
form. Despite the spread of legalization in states and a largely hands-off approach 
under President Trump, the Republican-controlled Senate has blocked cannabis 
reform. Under federal law, marijuana remains illegal and in the same class as 
heroin or LSD. That discourages major banks from doing business with marijuana 
businesses, which also were left out of federal coronavirus relief packages. 
Familiar arguments are playing out across the states: Opponents fear children will 
be lured into using, roads will become drag strips for stoned drivers and 
widespread consumption will spike health care costs. Those backing legalization 
point out the market is already here, though in many cases still thriving 
underground, and argue that products should be tested for safety. They say legal 
sales mean tax money for education and other services. In New Jersey, voters 
are considering a constitutional amendment that would legalize marijuana use for 
people 21 and over. It has attracted broad support in voter surveys. If approved, it 
is unclear when shops would open. The amendment also subjects cannabis to the 
state’s sales tax, and lets towns and cities add local taxes. The Arizona measure 
known as Proposition 207 would let people 21 and older possess up to an ounce 
or a smaller quantity of concentrates, allow for sales at licensed retailers and for 
people to grow their own plants. Retail sales could start in May. State voters 
narrowly rejected a previous legalization effort in 2016. If Montana voters 
approve, sales would start in 2022. Montana passed a medicinal marijuana law in 
2004 and updated it in 2016. The proposed law would allow only owners of 
current medical marijuana businesses to apply for licenses to grow and sell 
marijuana for the broader marketplace for the first year. Perhaps no other state 
epitomizes changing views more than solidly conservative South Dakota, which 
has some of the country’s strictest drug laws. The sparsely populated state could 
become the first to approve medicinal and adult-use marijuana at the same time. 
However, legalizing broad pot sales would be a jump for a state where lawmakers 
recently battled for nearly a year to legalize industrial hemp, a non-intoxicating 
cannabis plant. Meanwhile, a confusing situation has unfolded in Mississippi, after 
more than 100,000 registered voters petitioned to put Initiative 65 on the ballot. It 
would allow patients to use medical marijuana to treat debilitating conditions, as 
certified by physicians. But legislators put an alternative on the ballot, which 
sponsors of the original proposal consider an attempt to scuttle their effort. /  
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HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT: The Lane Regional Air Protection Agency (LRAPA) 
on Tuesday afternoon issued a RED smoke advisory for Oakridge. This advisory 
continues at least through this afternoon but likely will extend through Thursday. 
Eugene-Springfield remains under a YELLOW smoke advisory. During a RED 
advisory, no visible smoke is allowed from a chimney at a residential home. 
People are asked to use alternative heating devices. Officials with L-RAPA say 
they are sensitive to the fact that many Oakridge residents rely heavily on wood 
for their primary heat. They say economic exemptions are available through 
Oakridge City Hall and Economic exemptions at the L-RAPA office or online at 
www.lrapa.org Particulate matter from wood smoke poses a health threat, 
particularly for children, pregnant women, seniors, and those who suffer from 
respiratory or cardiovascular diseases. Those sensitive groups should avoid 
strenuous exercise or time outside in the smoke. Wood combustion is the biggest 
cause of winter-time air pollution in Lane County, especially in Oakridge. 
Degraded air quality can trigger asthma attacks or increase negative long-term 
health impacts including cancer and heart disease. LRAPA reminds Oakridge 
residents that during a RED advisory any visible smoke from a chimney can result 
in enforcement action and a fine from the city. Air quality officials encourage 
people to burn clean with small, hot fires. Use dry, seasoned wood and open 
dampers. Or use other forms of heat such as electric, propane, or natural gas.  
Check for updates on L-RAPA’s webpage at www.lrapa.org Call the Home Wood 
Heating Hotline, 541-746-4328, or check LRAPA’s Home Wood Heating Advisory 
webpage for current advisories. Outdoor burning is also prohibited during a RED 
home wood heating advisory. The YELLOW advisory for the Eugene-Springfield 
area is a cautionary warning, predicting poor ventilation and stagnant air. Using 
fireplaces and woodstoves is allowed on yellow days but air quality analysts say 
this week’s cold is creating an inversion that is trapping smoke from chimneys 
and woodstoves close to the ground, especially in the morning hours. / 
ELECTIONS: Less than one week before the November General Election, Lane 
County Elections officials have more than half of all ballots returned. According to 
the latest numbers, more than 144,000 ballots (144,802) had been received by 
the close of business Tuesday. That puts the overall ballot return rate at 53 
percent (53.01 percent). It is now too late to mail your ballot in time to guarantee it 
will arrive at your local Elections office by 8 p.m., November 3. Between now and 
Elections Day, you need to deliver it to an official dropbox. A list of those is 



available at www.OregonVotes.gov Remember to sign the back of your ballot 
return envelope before mailing or returning your completed ballot to Lane County 
Elections. Your signature is a security measure used to verify identity. County 
personnel who have received training in handwriting analysis compare it to 
signatures in the voter registration record. A ballot may only be counted if the 
signatures match. If your signature does not match or the return envelope is 
unsigned, someone from Lane County Elections will notify you and you will have 
until 14 days after the election to address the issue or the ballot will not be 
processed. One of the most common reasons a signature does not match is an 
injury or medical condition that has affected a person’s motor skills. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, the Lane County Elections Office is handling most 
business online and by phone. But the Election Office will be open to the public 
on Friday, October 30; Monday, November 2; and on Election Day—Tuesday, 
November 3.  When open, visitors will be required to observe physical distancing 
guidelines; masks are required. The Elections Office has a small quantity of 
masks available for visitors that do not have their own. / SPORTS, HEALTH: They 
were false positives. Contact practice has resumed. That was the word yesterday 
evening from Oregon Athletics. On Saturday, Duck Football officials announced 
that five players had received positive COVID-19 tests. That was based on results 
of rapid testing known as “antigen” testing. But more sensitive testing, known as 
“PCR testing,” came back negative—twice—as did another round of antigen tests. 
Oregon Athletics officials said yesterday that cleared the way for a full resumption 
of practice on Tuesday for all players. During a Tuesday evening online media 
briefing, Duck Head Coach Mario Cristobal said coaches and players learned a 
lot from the experience and appreciated the precautions. At the same time, he 
said everyone is grateful to move forward. And he added that the pause in contact 
practices was a reality check because it shows how positive tests can affect any 
team in the country. Oregon and other Pac-12 squads began contact practices 
after the conference secured the rapid-testing coronavirus antigen machines for 
daily screenings. After Oregon’s false positives forced the cancellation of 
weekend contact scrimmaging, the Ducks reverted to a schedule of team 
meetings and walk-throughs, with the five players who had the false positives 
participating online. The Number 14 Ducks open their abbreviated seven-game, 
conference-only season on Saturday, November 7, against Stanford at Autzen 
Stadium. / HEALTH: Is our local surge in COVID-19 cases easing? Lane County 
Public Health officials are cautiously optimistic but warn against letting our guard 
down. After an alarming climb in case numbers and hospitalizations in recent 
weeks—as well as several additional deaths—public health officials yesterday 
reported 26 new cases of the coronavirus. Twelve people remain hospitalized and 
175 are infectious. But that is down a bit from earlier this week. And the number 
of people being monitored for possible exposure to someone with COVID-19 also 
dropped, from more than 700 to around 640. Lane County Public Health 
spokesman Jason Davis called it all “fantastic news,” saying there was a 26 
percent decrease new cases last week and that the slow drop in coronavirus 
numbers continued during the early part of this week. ; Even while COVID-19 
cases are easing a bit in Lane County, public health officials say they continue to 
see some trends that concern them. They are monitoring 77 active outbreaks 
involving more than 560 people (563). There are 19 deaths associated with those 
outbreaks—most involving older adults in assisted-living and memory-care 



facilities. Virus spread also remains high among college-aged young adults. And 
one in every five people who test positive for COVID-19 are either not returning 
calls from contact tracers or are declining to isolate, quarantine, or share 
information on where they have been and with whom they came in contact. Public 
health officials say if they cannot trace the spread of the coronavirus, they do not 
know who to test or who to advise to isolate or quarantine. Officials say some 
people have engaged in risky behaviors, but that many of those with COVID-19 
took precautions yet still were exposed to the highly contagious virus. Lane 
County Public Health spokesman Jason Davis reiterated that we need to reduce 
the stigma associated with the coronavirus so people will speak with contact 
tracers. He says some patients fear being judged or shunned by friends and 
families. Others, he says, are concerned about repercussions at work. But Davis 
says anyone can contract the coronavirus and that Oregon law prohibits 
workplace discrimination such as discipline or termination based on illness. / 
HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Oregon is among a handful of Western states that 
have joined a pact to independently review the safety and efficacy of any 
coronavirus vaccine that is ultimately approved by the FDA before any distribution 
occurs in those states. Last week, California was the first to announce such a 
plan. Washington state and Nevada are also part of the work group announced 
Tuesday. The governors of Oregon and other participating states stress that 
public health experts in the group will be reviewing officially released data at the 
same time experts with the federal Food and Drug Administration are doing the 
same. They say that means the decision by the group of Western states should 
come within days of federal approval. ; Governor Kate Brown has extended 
Oregon's declaration of a state of emergency until Jan. 2, as COVID-19 cases in 
the state continue to rise. The Oregon Health Authority reported 391 new 
confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19 Tuesday, bringing the state total 
to more than 42,800 (42,800). There were nine new deaths, which puts Oregon’s 
pandemic death toll at 664. Extending the state of emergency declaration allows 
the governor’s earlier executive orders to remain in effect. Health officials say the 
state’s recent surge in cases is "troubling." Unless the trend reverses, they point 
to new projections which warn Oregon’s hospitals could reach capacity by mid-
December. / DISASTERS, SAFETY, CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT: Expanded 
sheriff’s patrols for the McKenzie Valley. Members of the Lane County Board of 
Commissioners yesterday unanimously approved the addition of four Full Time 
Equivalent deputy sheriff positions to enhance rural patrols over the next five 
years. Two of the new full-time equivalent positions will be assigned to work in the 
McKenzie River Valley as those communities recover and rebuild in the wake of 
the Holiday Farm Fire. The other two will be assigned to West Lane 
County. Sheriff Cliff Harrold says it is an important step after reduced funding in 
recent years. He says residents in the McKenzie Valley need added support and 
a sense of security from rural sheriff’s patrols as they begin the rebuilding 
process. Harrold says added patrols in West Lane County are equally valuable 
because that is an area that is geographically spread out. Harrold says the 
additional staffing will help reduce response times and improve the department’s 
overall presence in those communities. Prior to this, Lane County only had 
enough personnel to provide three deputies at any given time to respond to calls 
throughout the county. That could mean very long response times for life safety 
calls, and often no response to property crime calls. While the funding only covers 



five years of expanded patrols, Sheriff Harrold says he hopes it leads to more 
conversations about how to fund public safety in the long term for Lane County 
residents and visitors. / DISASTERS, LOW-INCOME: Today is the last day for 
residents in Lane, Douglas, Linn, and five other Oregon counties affected by last 
month’s wildfires to apply for emergency food benefits through the Disaster 
Supplemental Food Assistance or “D-SNAP” program. If you live or work in an 
affected county and suffered disaster losses because of the wildfires, you might 
be eligible to receive one month of temporary D-SNAP assistance. D-SNAP 
benefits are provided via an electronic benefits transfer card (EBT card), like a 
debit card, and may be used to purchase food items at grocery stores and other 
authorized SNAP retailers. Qualifying residents might have experienced damage 
or the destruction of their home or self-employment business; a loss of income for 
the same reasons; or incurred disaster-related expenses—including home or 
business repairs, temporary shelter, evacuation, food loss, etc.—that are not 
expected to be reimbursed during the disaster benefit period. The Oregon 
Department of Human Services is distributing the emergency food aid. 
Applications are being accepted online only. If you need assistance with filling out 
the online form, please call 2-1-1 or contact the Aging and Disability Resource 
Connection at 1-855-ORE-ADRC. After submitting your application, you will be 
contacted over the phone to complete your required interview. You will need to 
provide information on your household members, income, resources, and 
disaster-related expenses. Please note, an Oregon Department of Human 
Services worker will never ask for your debit or credit card number. /  
DISASTERS, SPORTS: A fresh round of wildfires have been burning in parts of 
Southern California this week, sparked amid high winds and dry conditions. Close 
to 100,000 residents were forced to evacuate their homes. Among them: Former 
Oregon quarterback Justin Herbert. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports he 
was among several Los Angeles Chargers players and staff who were told to 
evacuate their homes. He and others temporarily moved into hotels and the 
Sheldon High School graduate confirmed yesterday morning he was still awaiting 
the “all clear” to return to his home. / LOW-INCOME, COMMUNITY, HEALTH: 
The pandemic has ended a three-decade tradition in Eugene’s Whiteaker 
neighborhood. Organizers of the Whiteaker Community Thanksgiving Dinners say 
they had to cancel this year’s event. And they say that changes in support and 
coordination mean they will not resume the free holiday meal in future years. In a 
post on their website, organizers note that there are many community non-profits 
who continue to serve the neighborhood and those in need, providing food, 
shelter, and other essential supplies. They write that they will cherish the 
memories of the last 31 years of Whiteaker Community Thanksgiving Dinners, 
which included more than 2,000 meals served in 2019. And they offered a sincere 
“thank you” to all the volunteers, guests, and donors who hand a role in the 
annual event. / RECREATION, HEALTH: The pandemic is taking a toll on 
longtime Oregon theme park, Enchanted Forest. The attraction, just south of 
Salem off Interstate Five, was unable to fully open this year because of the 
coronavirus. Now, The Oregonian and OregonLive report the owners say their 
business—which was debt-free at the start of 2020—is struggling to survive. The 
Tofte family, which owns and runs Enchanted Forest, has launched a GoFundMe 
page at https://www.gofundme.com/f/enchanted-forest-family-owned-theme-park-
survival in hopes of raising $500,000. Enchanted Forest got the go-ahead in June 



to sell visitor tickets that kept the park at about 10 percent of capacity. Even 
though they sold out, it was not enough to make ends meet. Along with the 
GoFundMe page, the family is raising cash by selling memorabilia and artwork -- 
such as an original drawing of an English Village for Enchanted Forest -- on eBid 
at https://www.ebid.net/us/stores/Enchanted-Forest-Store / CRIME: Springfield 
Police say a man who was arrested in connected with several local business 
burglaries that involved a blowtorch is back in custody. 28-year-old Joseph Ryan 
Belecz of Springfield was arrested on Monday after Police Detective Brian Antone 
recognized Belecz on video surveillance from a break-in last week at the Kwiki 
Car Wash in the 1500 block of “J” Street. Investigators say Belecz was captured 
on the video using blowtorch to try to break into coin-operated machines. Police 
say he was unsuccessful but caused at least $1,000 to the business. Springfield 
Police Detective Antone had previously arrested Belecz for burglarizing Northwest 
Welding School in July and Hutch’s Bicycle Shop in May.  Investigators say 
during the bike shop burglary, Belecz also utilized a blowtorch, with both previous 
incidents also recorded on surveillance video. In each case, police say Belecz 
attempted to sell stolen items, some of which have been recovered. Detective 
Antone continues to investigate local area business burglaries to connect Belecz 
to additional crimes. If you have any additional information, please contact 
Detective Antone at 541-726-3721. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT: Eugene 
Police say they are investigating the vandalism of a controversial new mural. The 
damage was spotted yesterday morning at West 7th Alley and Willamette Street. 
An out-of-town artist included an image of a local man, Charles Landeros, who 
pulled a gun and fired at officers during a struggle in January of last year outside 
Cascade Middle School. The officers returned fire, killing Charles Landeros. The 
inclusion of Landeros’ image on the mural divided his family and some members 
of the community who said a situation where a suspect fired first at police should 
not be grouped with other cases across the country of officer-involved shootings. 
Eugene Police Chief Chris Skinner issued a statement yesterday, noting that, 
quote, “We are aware there has been heightened emotions surrounding the 
imagery depicted on the mural, regardless, the defacing of the mural is a crime 
and only serves to further divide this community at a time when we need to be 
coming together.” / SAFETY: Eugene Police are working to determine what 
caused the death of a person whose body was found under a footbridge shortly 
after 3:30 p.m. yesterday afternoon near East 39th Avenue and East Amazon 
Drive. Emergency crews responded to the location along Amazon Creek near 
Kincaid Park after a report of an explosion and fire. They discovered the body and 
summoned police. Investigators say if you know anything about the incident or 
observed anything at the location during the afternoon, they would like to hear 
from you. Call Eugene Police at 541-682-5111. /  
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HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT: The Lane Regional Air Protection Agency (LRAPA) 
yesterday extended its RED smoke advisory for Oakridge through this afternoon. 
Eugene-Springfield remains under a YELLOW smoke advisory. During a RED 
advisory, no visible smoke is allowed from a chimney at a residential home. 
People are asked to use alternative heating devices. Officials with L-RAPA say 
they are sensitive to the fact that many Oakridge residents rely heavily on wood 
for their primary heat. They say economic exemptions are available through 
Oakridge City Hall and Economic exemptions at the L-RAPA office or online at 
www.lrapa.org Particulate matter from wood smoke poses a health threat, 
particularly for children, pregnant women, seniors, and those who suffer from 
respiratory or cardiovascular diseases. Those sensitive groups should avoid 
strenuous exercise or time outside in the smoke. Wood combustion is the biggest 
cause of winter-time air pollution in Lane County, especially in Oakridge. 
Degraded air quality can trigger asthma attacks or increase negative long-term 
health impacts including cancer and heart disease. LRAPA reminds Oakridge 
residents that during a RED advisory any visible smoke from a chimney can result 
in enforcement action and a fine from the city. Air quality officials encourage 
people to burn clean with small, hot fires. Use dry, seasoned wood and open 
dampers. Or use other forms of heat such as electric, propane, or natural gas.  
Check for updates on L-RAPA’s webpage at www.lrapa.org Call the Home Wood 
Heating Hotline, 541-746-4328, or check LRAPA’s Home Wood Heating Advisory 
webpage for current advisories. Outdoor burning is also prohibited during a RED 
home wood heating advisory. The YELLOW advisory for the Eugene-Springfield 
area is a cautionary warning, predicting poor ventilation and stagnant air. Using 
fireplaces and woodstoves is allowed on yellow days but Air quality analysts say 
this week’s cold is creating an inversion that is trapping smoke from chimneys 
and woodstoves close to the ground, especially in the morning hours. / 
DISASTERS, SAFETY: Up the McKenzie Valley, teams are making progress 
removing hazardous materials from homes and land damaged by the Holiday 
Farm Fire. A website created by the Environmental Protection Agency notes its 
crews and contractors have completed the clean-up of 40 properties—most of 
those between Blue River and Rainbow. Another 267 properties are awaiting 
assessment. The Holiday Farm Fire destroyed 431 residences and secondary 
structures. Federal and state funds are paying for hazardous waste cleanup for 
property owners who signed access forms. Work started earlier this month with 



the goal of wrapping things up by the end of the year. That will clear the way for 
residents to rebuild. Waste collected from burned homes and properties can 
include hazardous materials, such as asbestos, fuel and petroleum, pool 
chemicals, car batteries, antifreeze, used oil filters, solvents, fertilizers, pesticides, 
propane tanks, disinfectants, aerosols, paint, bleach, and ammunition. The clean-
up also removes burned vehicles, appliances, and what is left of gutted homes. 
Crews hope to finish the bulk of their work before the rainy season settles in to 
prevent toxic runoff. Other agencies are working to reduce erosion on fire-
damaged soil and prevent debris flows on nearby hillsides. The situation is 
playing out in other recent Oregon wildfire zones. Officials say more than 4,000 
homes burned in last month’s blazes. As part of the effort, Governor Brown 
yesterday extended the state of emergency declaration for Lane and seven other 
wildfire-impacted counties to continue focusing added resources on the recovery 
effort. / HEALTH: The Oregon Health Authority released its COVID-19 Weekly 
Report on Wednesday. The more than 2,600 new cases recorded last week was 
a jump of 14 increase and a record weekly count. The state’s positive testing rate 
held steady at 6.5 percent. Twenty-seven Oregonians died last week. While 
younger adults between the ages of 20 and 49 account for more than half of all 
infections, three out of four deaths are among those age 75 and older. / ELDERS, 
FAMILY, HEALTH: Families and friends have waited more than seven months for 
this: Starting Monday, licensed nursing, assisted living and residential care 
facilities that qualify may begin allowing limited indoor visitation for residents. 
Residents may have up to two visitors at a time and the meetings will take place 
in a dedicated visiting area that will be sanitized frequently. In order to 
accommodate all requested visits, there might be time limits at some facilities. To 
qualify, a licensed nursing, assisted living, or residential care facility must: Have 
no suspected or current COVID-19 cases; Follow visitation requirements set out 
by state health officials, which include health screenings before entering and 
wearing personal protective equipment; And be located in a city or a community 
with a low or medium rate of COVID-19 exposure. Facilities in communities with 
high incidents of COVID-19 may only allow visitors indoors who qualify under the 
compassionate care policy in cases of bereavement or to provide emotional 
support for someone who has just moved into a licensed care facility. Facilities 
will keep a log of both indoor and outdoor visitors to be used if contact tracing is 
needed. State officials say they worked to strike a balance between safety and 
the essential need for families and friends to connect. They say widespread 
availability of COVID-19 testing in the facilities, as well as faster turnaround time 
on results, made it possible to loosen restrictions. / HEALTH: Numbers of new 
local COVID-19 cases continue to be lower than recent weeks, adding cautious 
optimism that our local surge in coronavirus cases might be easing. But they say 
numbers remain too high. But Lane County Public Health officials say there still 
were 35 additional positive cases reported to them yesterday. Fourteen people 
are hospitalized, up two from the day before. Close to 170 people are considered 
infectious. More than 670 are being monitored for possible exposure to someone 
with COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 424 new cases 
of COVID-19 and seven additional deaths. / CRIME: Eugene Police say a serial 
sex offender will spend the rest of his life in prison after being sentenced for his 
latest crime. 48-year-old Christopher Ray Hare of Eugene was found guilty this 
month on seven charges stemming from a July incident where investigators say 



he grabbed a four-year-old girl at the Saturday Market. The child’s grandmother 
was able to pull the girl away. Witnesses said the suspect fled. Investigators say 
Hare also made verbal contact with a minor female on an LTD bus, in violation of 
his parole. Hare is listed as a Class III predatory sex offender and qualified for the 
long sentence as a three-time sex offender, with prior convictions involving girls in 
Multnomah and Lane Counties. / SAFETY: They have determined the person’s 
identity and say the death does not appear to be criminal in nature. But the 
Eugene-Springfield Fire Marshal and Eugene Police Arson detectives continue to 
investigate the circumstances surrounding the body found under a footbridge 
Tuesday afternoon near East 39th Avenue and East Amazon Drive. Emergency 
crews responded to the location along Amazon Creek near Kincaid Park after a 
report of an explosion and fire. While the person’s name has not been released, 
officials say relatives are being notified and the Medical Examiner is working to 
determine the cause of death. ; Lane County Sheriff’s officials say investigators 
continue working to determine what led to Monday afternoon’s fatal crash 
involving a pedestrian and a train on Jasper Road near Mount Vernon Road in 
Springfield. Yesterday, they identified the man as 70-year-old Armand Gagnon of 
Springfield. ; We’ll start by saying he’s all right and the lights are back on in the 
Central Oregon community of Tumalo, north of Bend. But investigators with the 
Deschutes County Sheriff’s Office say Tuesday evening’s outage occurred when 
a man flying a powered paraglider crashed into utility lines just above the 
Deschutes River. The 41-year-old was flying along the river just before he 
became entangled. He managed to free himself from the paraglider. No word on 
whether he landed on land or in the water. But Pacific Power crews were called in 
to repair damage to the powerlines and removed the paraglider. They restored 
power to nearby homes several hours later. The Federal Aviation Administration 
and National Transport Safety Board were notified of this incident. The paraglider 
pilot was cited for Criminal Mischief because of the damage caused to the power 
lines. / CRIME, SAFETY: Federal agencies warned yesterday that a gang of 
Russian-speaking cybercriminals are unleashing a wave of data-scrambling 
extortion attempts against the U.S. healthcare system designed to lock up 
hospital information systems, which could hurt patient care just as nationwide 
cases of COVID-19 are spiking. Four healthcare institutions have been reported 
hit by ransomware so far this week, including one in Oregon: Sky Lakes Medical 
Center in Klamath Falls. Sky Lakes officials acknowledged the ransomware attack 
in an online statement, saying they had no evidence that patient information was 
compromised. They added that emergency and urgent care “remain available.” In 
a joint alert, the FBI, Homeland Security, and Department of Health and Human 
Services warned that they had “credible information of an increased and imminent 
cybercrime threat to U.S. hospitals and healthcare providers.” The alert said 
malicious groups are targeting the sector with attacks that produce “data theft and 
disruption of healthcare services.” The cyberattacks involve ransomware, which 
scrambles data into gibberish that can only be unlocked with software keys 
provided once targets pay up. Charles Carmakal, the chief technical officer of the 
cybersecurity firm Mandiant, in a statement called the attacks by the Eastern 
European criminal gang brazen and heartless, adding that it is the most 
significant cyber security threat he’s ever seen in the United States. He says the 
cyberattacks deliberately target and disrupt U.S. hospitals, forcing them to divert 
patients to other healthcare providers and producing prolonged delays in critical 



care. Alex Holden, CEO of Hold Security, said the group was demanding ransoms 
well above $10 million per target and that criminals involved on the dark web are 
discussing plans to try to infect more than 400 hospitals, clinics and other medical 
facilities. The U.S. has seen a plague of ransomware over the past 18 months or 
so, with major cities from Baltimore to Atlanta hit and local governments and 
schools targeted. In September, a ransomware attack hobbled all 250 U.S. 
facilities of the hospital chain Universal Health Services, forcing doctors and 
nurses to rely on paper and pencil for record-keeping and slowing lab work. 
Employees described chaotic conditions impeding patient care, including 
mounting emergency room waits and the failure of wireless vital signs monitoring 
equipment. / ELECTIONS: Ballots continue to flood county elections offices 
across Oregon and returns continue to set records. By yesterday evening, Lane 
County voters had mailed or delivered to official dropboxes more than 158,000 
ballots, a 58 percent return rate. Across Oregon, almost two in every five 
registered voters have already cast their ballots—a return rate of more than 52 
percent. That compares to fewer 38 percent at this point during the past three 
presidential elections. Nearly 3 million people are registered to vote in Oregon. 
Americans' rush to vote is leading election experts to predict that a record 150 
million votes might be cast, and turnout rates could be higher than in any 
presidential election since 1908. / CRIME: State fraud investigators are warning 
you to hang up on unsolicited phone calls that sound like they are from Apple. It is 
a SCAMMER calling. The Oregon Department of Justice has received several 
reports of scammers spoofing or impersonating Apple Support. Callers who 
answer the call hear someone say that they are with Apple iCloud Security and 
that their personal information has been compromised - that’s when the scammer 
goes after your information, asking for your Apple ID password, iCloud credentials 
or verification codes. Officials say if you get an unsolicited call from someone 
claiming to be from Apple, just hang up the phone. Apple will never ask you for 
you for your Apple ID password, iCloud credentials or verification codes to 
provide you with support. That is not how legitimate businesses operate. If you 
have been a victim of the Apple Support scam, please file a complaint with the 
Oregon Department of Justice online at www.oregonconsumer.gov or call the 
Oregon Attorney General’s Consumer Hotline at (877) 877-9392 and ask that a 
complaint form be mailed to you. /  
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COMMUNITY, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE, GOVERNMENT: Most people 
across the country will see their clocks roll back an hour this weekend as nearly 
eight months of Daylight-Saving Time come to an end. It is part of a twice-a-year 
ritual that most want to stop. A poll taken last year found that 7 in 10 Americans 
prefer not to switch back and forth to mark Daylight Saving Time. But there's no 
agreement on which time clocks ought to follow—spring and summer’s Daylight-
Saving Time or fall and winter’s Standard Time. In recent years, close to ten state 
legislatures have backed asking Congress to allow year-round Daylight-Saving 
Time in the past few years. Bills to ditch the time change have passed in Oregon 
and Washington and been endorsed by California voters. That means the West 
Coast is fully on board with permanent Daylight-Saving Time. Even President 
Trump weighed in last year, tweeting that making Daylight Saving Time 
permanent is "O.K. with me!" Arguments about whether later sunsets or earlier 
sunrises are better for business or safety aren't what matter to some people. 
Some just see the clock changes as just "messing things up" and he doesn't 
really care which time gets picked. The sun-splashed states of Hawaii and 
Arizona are the only ones where clocks don't change each spring and fall. / 
CRIME: Prosecutors say it was a major international drug trafficking organization 
that operated out of Lane County. Now, 35 defendants, including one of its 
ringleaders and suppliers from Mexico, have been charged with distributing 
methamphetamine, heroin, and fentanyl in Oregon between 2018 and this year. 
During its investigation, law enforcement agents say they seized more than 260 
pounds of methamphetamine, 16 pounds of heroin, 6 pounds of fentanyl in the 
form of 4,000 fentanyl pills, 76 firearms, 1 grenade, multiple vehicles, and more 
than $760,000 in cash. Prosecutors say a federal grand jury in Eugene returned a 
one-count indictment charging 30-year-old Victor Díaz-Ramirez, who was residing 
in Mexico, with Conspiracy to Distribute Methamphetamine. Investigators say the 
Lane County cell was headed by 36-year-old José Manuel Cadabas and 34-year-
old Rodolfo Arroyo-Segoviano. According to court documents, the Diaz drug 
trafficking organization imported drugs from Mexico by hiding them inside 
vehicles, then distributed them throughout Oregon from Lane County. From there, 
they say the drugs were divided and prepared for distribution in large pound 
quantities and delivered to local distributors in Eugene, Springfield, and Salem, 
then on to customers. U.S. Attorney for Oregon Billy J. Williams says the 
takedown represents a major disruption of that pipeline of drugs into our 



community. He adds that it shows the large-scale distribution of drugs is not 
limited to Portland. Williams says the organization used Lane County as its base 
and from there sent drugs across the entire state. The Drug Enforcement 
Administration, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Internal Revenue Service, and 
U.S. Marshals, were joined by local law enforcement agencies in Lane, Douglas, 
and Linn Counties, including Springfield Police, Eugene Police, and the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office. / HEALTH: Numbers of new Lane County COVID-19 
cases continue to be lower than recent weeks, adding cautious optimism that our 
local surge in coronavirus cases might be easing. But it comes amid a continued 
surge nationally and across Oregon. Lane County Public Health officials say there 
were 13 positive COVID-19 cases reported to them yesterday. Fifteen people are 
hospitalized; 148 people are considered infectious; and 614 are being monitored 
for possible exposure to someone with the coronavirus. Health officials say this 
week’s series of lower cases numbers are encouraging after a big surge the past 
few weeks. But they warn the threat of COVID-19 has not passed. Twenty-seven 
local residents have died during the pandemic, older and more vulnerable 
residents of assisted living and long-term care facilities. The state currently is 
monitoring six active outbreaks in facilities here in Lane County. Those plus two 
recently resolved outbreaks sickened at least 96 residents and staff and led to 18 
deaths. Health investigators say facilities were taking precautions to prevent the 
spread of the virus, including screening staff as they arrived for their shifts, 
isolating residents from one-another, and frequently cleaning high-touch surfaces. 
But officials say the virus remains widespread in our community, with many cases 
tied to younger adults. Health investigators continue to track close to 80 active 
outbreaks. They say with the virus widespread; it is very difficult to keep it from 
reaching our most vulnerable residents. ;  Oregon set another record yesterday 
with 575 reports of new COVID-19 cases. That was the most ever reported in a 
single day since the outbreak began. The state also reported two new deaths on 
Thursday, bringing the total to 673. Additionally, officials with the Oregon Health 
Authority reported 179 people infected with the coronavirus are hospitalized 
statewide. That is the highest hospitalization total since the state began releasing 
figures in April. State health experts say the rise new cases indicate widespread 
community transmission across Oregon. The infections mostly are linked to small 
clusters and outbreaks. It is the main reason health officials are asking 
Oregonians to avoid trick-or-treating in large groups and not attend Halloween 
parties. Instead, they encourage you to hold Halloween events and activities 
within your household. / EDUCATION, COMMUNITY, HEALTH: The weekend of 
November 7-8, researchers and students with Oregon State University and the 
University of Oregon are conducting a random study to determine the spread of 
COVID-19 here in Eugene. It is called “TRACE COMMUNITY.” Next weekend, 
teams of three will fan out across the city, knocking on doors and asking whether 
households wish to participate in free voluntary random confidential testing. If you 
do, the TRACE team will not enter your home. Nor will they make any physical 
contact with residents. Instead, you and any other participating household 
members—including children—will collect your own samples while the TRACE 
team waits outside. You will use the test kit swabs to collect samples from your 
own nasal passages. Once you place the swabs back in the test kit, you leave 
them outside your front door for the waiting team. You will be mailed your results 
in five to ten days. If you have a positive test, you will be referred to Lane County 



Public Health officials for confidential contact tracing and assistance. Those who 
choose to take part will be asked to provide information such as their name and 
date of birth; fill out a simple consent form; and answer a few confidential, health-
related questions. Oregon State University teams have conducted similar efforts 
in recent months in Corvallis, Newport, Bend, and Hermiston. The random 
community sampling gives officials a better send of how widespread the virus is in 
a community and whether certain neighborhoods are seeing higher levels of 
infection. Each crew will consist of an Oregon State student, a University of 
Oregon student and a health professional. The researchers and students hope to 
collect up to 600 samples from up to 30 neighborhoods in Eugene the weekend of 
November 7-8. Again, participation is voluntary. Testing is free. Coordinators say 
sampling by TRACE teams is important because Eugene with a population of 
172,000 is home to close to of Lane County’s population of 382,000. At the same 
time neighborhoods throughout Eugene are sampled on November 7-8, 
researchers from OSU and the U-of-O also will collaborate wastewater samples 
from various locations in Eugene and Springfield to further gauge the prevalence 
of the virus. / ELECTIONS, POLITICS: Close to two-thirds of the ballots sent to 
registered voters in Lane County have been returned for Election Day counting. 
Another flood of ballots is expected over the weekend as last-minute voters make 
their selections and deliver them to official dropboxes. By yesterday evening, 
officials with Lane County Elections say voters have returned more than 169,000 
ballots (169,086), a close to 62 percent return rate. Almost 11,000 of those were 
delivered by mail or left at official dropboxes yesterday. Across Oregon, almost 
three in every five registered voters have already cast their ballots—a return rate 
of more than 57 percent. That compares to fewer 38 percent at this point during 
the past three presidential elections. Nearly 3 million people are registered to vote 
in our state. A reminder: It is too late to mail your ballot in time for it to arrive at 
your local Elections office by 8 p.m., November 3. Once you have voted, you 
need to deliver your ballot to an official dropbox. Remember to sign the back of 
your ballot return envelope. Your signature is a security measure used to verify 
identity. County personnel who have received training in handwriting analysis 
compare it to signatures in the voter registration record. A ballot may only be 
counted if the signatures match. If your signature does not match or the return 
envelope is unsigned, someone from Lane County Elections will notify you and 
you will have until 14 days after the election to address the issue or the ballot will 
not be processed. One of the most common reasons a signature does not match 
is an injury or medical condition that has affected a person’s motor skills. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, the Lane County Elections Office is handling most 
business online and by phone. But the Election Office will be open to the public 
today, Monday, and Tuesday for limited hours: 9:00 a.m. to noon, then 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Visitors must physically distance and masks are required. The 
Elections Office has a small quantity of masks available for visitors that do not 
have their own. / LOW-INCOME, HEALTH: More federal relief money is coming to 
local utility customers hit hard by the pandemic. The Eugene Water & Electric 
Board and the City of Eugene are partnering to distribute $150,000 in federal 
CARES Act dollars, in the form of $250 utility bill credits on qualifying EWEB 
accounts. Another $100,000 is being set aside for qualifying nonprofit agencies 
and childcare providers in a new grant program. EWEB residential customers 
qualify if they reside in Eugene and are pre-approved for the Energy Assistance 



Stability CORONAVIRUS Relief Program. The program, known as “EASCR,” is a 
federal effort administered by Lane County that provides financial assistance to 
income-qualifying households for home heating and energy bills. If your 
household qualifies, the $250 CARES credit will be automatically applied to your 
EWEB bill. For EWEB customers who already are qualified for the Energy 
Assistance Stability Coronavirus Relief Program, the $250 credit will be applied 
retroactively. Licensed childcare providers and nonprofit agencies qualify if they 
provide direct services to clients impacted by COVID-19. Those organizations 
may apply for a utility grant equal to $4,000 or their average monthly EWEB bill, 
whichever is smaller. / DISASTERS: Some good news this week for victims of last 
month’s wildfires: The deadline to apply for Disaster Unemployment Assistance 
(DUA) has been extended. The new deadline to apply for DUA is Friday, Nov. 27. 
You may qualify for DUA if you became unemployed, had your work hours 
substantially reduced, or are unemployed self-employed because of the 
September wildfires. Make sure to apply if you have not done so already and 
believe you qualify. / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: The Oregon Employment 
Department is working to clear one of its most challenging backlogs: Applications 
for unemployment benefits that were sidelined for adjudication. If you're among 
those waiting, state employment officials this week announced the launch of 
Focus Adjudication, an initiative to process 100 percent of claims on the waiting 
list. It is similar to the effort the agency made during the summer to clear the 
backlog of pandemic-related initial unemployment benefits. Officials say Focus 
Adjudication allows the Employment Department to track progress of the 52,000 
people with claims in adjudication since Sept. 30. Today, approximately 41,700 
people have claims in adjudication, a nearly 20 percent decrease. ; It's called Lost 
Wages Assistance or LWA. This is the $300 in added federal unemployment 
benefits for people unemployed between the weeks of July 26 and September 5. 
If you think you qualify but are not yet receiving it, go to the Oregon Employment 
Department online claims system and fill out the form to "self-certify." Equally 
important, if you already have received an LWA payment, you still must self-
certify. That ensures the payments are coded correctly and you don’t 
inadvertently get a letter you received an overpayment that you might have to pay 
back. / SPORTS: It is happening today in an undisclosed location. Will there be a 
record set? Maybe. Maybe not. Two of the world’s top distance runners: Former 
Oregon standout Galen Rupp and Japanese standout Suguru Osaka are taking 
part what track-and-field observers anticipate will be a fast half-marathon. 
Organizers of the Eugene Marathon are hosting the event at a site somewhere 
near Eugene. They set up the 13.1-mile course and say it is certified and 
relatively flat—which could yield fast times if weather conditions cooperate. Both 
men are based out of Portland and were teammates in the former Nike Oregon 
Project. Rupp last raced in February, when he won the U.S. Olympic Marathon 
Trials in Atlanta. Organizers say they’ll post updates about the double-secret half 
marathons late today on the Eugene Marathon’s social media channels. / 
POLITICS, ELECTIONS, SAFETY, CRIME: Law enforcement officials in Portland 
say they are preparing for potential unrest on Election Day and beyond. The 
Portland Police Bureau, Multnomah County Sheriff's Office, Oregon State Police, 
and the Multnomah County District Attorney held a joint news conference 
Thursday to outline how they will cooperate to deal with protests or voter 
intimidation. Oregon is a universal vote-by-mail state and Multnomah County’s 



sheriff says there are no known external threats to Portland during election week. 
Portland has been the scene of near nightly racial injustice protests. Right-wing 
groups also have held rallies in Portland to condemn the racial equity protests 
and support President Trump. / WILDLIFE, ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE, 
GOVERNMENT: The Trump administration has removed gray wolves in most of 
the U.S. from the federal Endangered Species List. Thursday's action ends 
longstanding federal safeguards for the predators in the Lower 48 states, except 
for a small population of Mexican gray wolves in the Southwest. The wolves lose 
protection 60 days after the decision is published on Tuesday in the Federal 
Register, although the wildlife service will continue monitoring their populations for 
five years. Gray wolves have recovered from near extinction in parts of the 
country but remain absent from much of their historical range. Biologists who 
reviewed the administration's plan to strip protection from wolves say it lacks 
scientific justification. This is the latest attempt in the past two decades to return 
management authority to the states. Courts have frequently rejected such moves 
after opponents filed lawsuits. Environmental groups said protections are still 
needed to shield small populations of wolves in West Coast states, including 
Oregon, and to help them expand to new areas. More than 2,000 occupy six 
states in the Northern Rockies and Pacific Northwest after wolves from Canada 
were reintroduced in Idaho and Yellowstone National Park beginning 25 years 
ago. Wolves were wiped out across most of the U.S. by the 1930s under 
government-sponsored poisoning and trapping campaigns. A remnant population 
in the western Great Lakes region has since expanded to some 4,400 animals in 
Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin. The announcement, just days ahead of the 
election, could allow hunting of the animals to resume in Great Lakes states -- a 
battleground region in the presidential race between President Trump and former 
Vice President Biden. ; There was a meager return of Sockeye salmon to central 
Idaho this year despite high hopes and a new fish hatchery intended to help save 
the species from extinction. Fisheries managers are trying to determine what went 
wrong. The Idaho Department of Fish and Game plans to form a working group to 
understand why only 27 of 660,000 juvenile fish raised in the hatchery and 
released in central Idaho in 2018 survived the two-year, 1,800-mile trip to the 
ocean and back to return as adults. Fisheries managers expected closer to 800. 
On a more positive note, 125 fish reared in the wild in Redfish and Pettit lakes 
near Stanley returned this year. / COMMUNITY, EVENTS, HEALTH: Planning 
observances and celebrations of Halloween, Día de Los Muertos, and 
Thanksgiving are complicated this year by the coronavirus. Halloween Activity 
recommendations Activities with members of your household – low risk: 
Carving/decorating pumpkins. Movie night. Trying Pinterest Halloween crafts, 
baking or cooking. Decorating. Halloween scavenger hunts. Halloween Piñata. 
Virtual Activities – low risk: Halloween costume contest. Halloween scavenger 
hunts. Watch parties. Small Group Activities that can be done outside where 
physical distance can be maintained and face coverings worn. – moderate risk: 
Costume Parade. Carving/Decorating Pumpkins. Outdoor Movie Night. Open-air 
Halloween/Fall Attractions where appropriate face covering use is enforced and 
people can remain more than 6 feet apart. – moderate risk: Walk-through haunted 
forest. Pumpkin patches or Orchards. Walking tour of decorated houses. One-
way trick-or-treating – moderate risk. Individually wrapped goodie bags are lined 
up for families to grab and go while continuing to physically distance such as at 



the end of a driveway or at the edge of a yard. If you are preparing goodie 
bags, wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds before 
preparing the bags. Día de los Muertos activities: Activities with members of your 
household – low risk: Preparing traditional family recipes for family and neighbors 
and delivering them in a way that doesn’t involve contact with others. Playing 
music in your home that your deceased loved ones enjoyed. Making and 
decorating masks or making an altar for the deceased. Setting out pillows and 
blankets in your home for the deceased. Joining a virtual get-together celebration 
– low risk: Small Group Activities that can be done outside where physical 
distance can be maintained and face coverings worn. – moderate risk. Parade. 
Visiting and decorating graves of loved ones. Small dinner with local family and 
friends outdoors – see social gathering recommendations. It is NOT 
recommended to travel or gather with family or friends from outside of your 
community. Thanksgiving activities: Activities with members of your household – 
low risk: Cooking at home. Decorating and crafts. Take a family walk or go on a 
scavenger hunt. Preparing traditional family recipes for family and neighbors and 
delivering them in a way that doesn’t involve contact with others – low risk: Virtual 
watch party – Parades, Sports or a favorite movie – low risk. Shopping online 
rather than in person on the day after Thanksgiving or the next Monday – low risk. 
Small Group Activities that can be done outside where physical distance can be 
maintained and face coverings worn. - moderate risk. Having a small 
outdoor dinner with family and friends who live in your community – see social 
gathering recommendations above. Open-air Fall Attractions where appropriate 
face covering use is enforced and people can remain more than 6 feet apart. 
moderate risk. Pumpkin patches or Orchards. Attending a small outdoor sports 
events with safety precautions in place. It is NOT recommended to travel or 
gather with family or friends from outside of your community. /, COMMUNITY: 
Greenhill Humane Society Shares Halloween Safety Tips for Pets: No Trick, all 
Treat to help keep pets safe this Halloween. Halloween is usually filled with 
candy, parties and scary costumes and although this year might look a little 
different, for pets Halloween can be a tough day. Greenhill Humane Society urges 
the community to keep their pets’ safety in mind when planning their festivities 
this October 31st. Greenhill experts say Halloween is a wonderful time to enjoy 
treats and get dressed up but make sure it is not at the expense of your pet’s 
safety. When having fun, it is easy to leave a door open or drop candy on the 
floor. These small mistakes can put your pet in danger. Be cautious by making 
sure your pets are safe inside and free of stress. Stash candy safely away. 
Several holiday favorites are toxic to pets. Some kids love to keep their treats all 
over the house. If your pet ingests candy, especially chocolate, contact your 
veterinarian right away. Watch out for the decorative plants and candles. Curious 
pets may knock over a lit jack-o-lantern or candle and start a fire or get burned. 
It’s better to keep these decorations away from pets, especially corn cobs which 
can be dangerous to dogs. Don’t leave glow sticks out. Pets (especially cats) tend 
to love these and often bite into it leaving a bitter taste in their mouth and can 
cause severe drooling. Keep your pets in a safe place indoors, including outdoor 
cats. Halloween can be stressful for dogs and cats due to strange masks and 
noises. Keep your pets in a closed room where they can relax away from the front 
door. This will not only help them remain calm, but also prevent them from darting 
out the door. If your animals are outside, make sure they are properly secured, 



have collars, tags and are microchipped. Make sure pet costumes are the right fit. 
Check the costume does not limit their ability to walk, breath, bark or meow. Any 
extra fabric may cause a choking hazard if chewed on. Wearing costumes can 
also increase your dog’s feeling of discomfort and make them more stressed and 
anxious. If your pet looks uncomfortable or stressed while wearing the costume, 
it’s best to keep them in their birthday suit for the night. If you have lost or found a 
pet, immediately contact your local animal control office. /  
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ELECTIONS, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: More than two-thirds of the ballots 
sent to registered voters in Lane County have been returned for Election Day 
counting. And those return numbers should jump when elections officials add 
weekend ballots returns to the total later today. The numbers at the close of the 
day on Friday indicated that close to 65 percent of registered voters (64.99 
percent) had returned their ballots. The total, of more than 177,000 (177,455), 
continues the trend of record returns. Across Oregon, close to two-thirds of 
registered voters had a returned their ballots as of Friday evening. The return rate 
of 61 percent is well above previous recent general elections, as well. Nearly 3 
million people are registered to vote in our state. If you have not returned your 
ballot and want it counted, it must be in an official elections dropbox by 8:00 p.m. 
tomorrow night. A list of those locations is available at www.OregonVotes.gov or 
on the back side of the information page on state and local measures that arrived 
with your Lane County ballot. Remember to check the back of your ballot so you 
do not miss any candidates or measures. Sign the back of your ballot return 
envelope. Your signature is a security measure used to verify identity. County 
personnel who have received training in handwriting analysis compare it to 
signatures in the voter registration record. A ballot may only be counted if the 
signatures match. If your signature does not match or the return envelope is 
unsigned, someone from Lane County Elections will notify you and you will have 
until 14 days after the election to address the issue or the ballot will not be 
processed. One of the most common reasons a signature does not match is an 
injury or medical condition that has affected a person’s motor skills. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, the Lane County Elections Office is handling most 
business online and by phone. But the Election Office will be open to the public 
today and Tuesday for limited hours: 9:00 a.m. to noon, then 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Visitors must physically distance and masks are required. The Elections 
Office has a small quantity of masks available for visitors that do not have their 
own. Assistance is available over the phone at 541-682-4234 (weekdays from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on Election Day from 
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.) and via email at elections@lanecountyor.gov ; Over the 
weekend, there election-related were rallies and protests in several Lane County 
cities and communities. Police say in some cases convoys of vehicles briefly 
slowed traffic. There also were dueling rallies in some locations involving issues 
including the election and the Black Lives Matter movement. ; A federal judge has 



ordered the U.S. Postal Service to take “extraordinary measures” to deliver ballots 
in time to be counted in Wisconsin and around Detroit, including using a priority 
mail service. Chief U.S. District Judge Stanley Bastian in Yakima, Washington, 
issued the order on Friday after being presented with data showing on-time 
delivery of ballots sent by voters were too slow in the battleground states of 
Michigan and Wisconsin. Washington state Attorney General Bob Ferguson’s 
office says delivery of ballots in the USPS Detroit district, for example, has dipped 
as low as 57 percent over the past week. National on-time delivery has been at 
93 percent or higher. ; Oregon has several statewide ballot measures before 
voters. One that is receiving some national attention would be a first in the U.S. if 
approved. Oregon’s Measure 110 would decriminalize possession of small 
amounts of heroin, cocaine, LSD and other hard drugs. Measure 110 would 
drastically change how the justice system treats people arrested in possession of 
small amounts of the drugs for their personal use. Instead of going to trial and 
facing possible jail time, people caught with the drugs would have the option of 
paying $100 fines or attending new “addiction recovery centers.” The issue has 
divided the law enforcement and recovery communities. / SAFETY: Not a lot of 
detail yet about the chemical leak from a Springfield facility that closed nearby 
roads for the better part of 90 minutes. Springfield Police say it was called in from 
the Hexxion Specialty Chemicals plant in the 400 block of South 2nd Street 
shortly before 2:30 p.m. Sunday. Multiple police and fire units responded. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: Oregon officials on Friday announced new COVID-19 
metrics to determine when students can return to Kindergarten through 12th 
Grade schools for in-person learning. But even under the new, relaxed metric 
requirements, about 80 percent of Oregon students—including Lane County—still 
are not be eligible for additional in-person learning because of high local infection 
rates. The new state guidelines came after some educators and parents 
complained the original limits were too restrictive. Under the loosening of the 
guidelines, Oregon education officials estimate up to 130,000 elementary 
students might be able to return to some in-person instruction in the near future. 
But 12 counties, including Lane County, remain ineligible for expanded in-person 
learning or a hybrid mix of in-person and distance learning because their 
coronavirus case rates are too high. But local school officials say the loosened 
guidelines make it more likely that many students will be able to resume in-person 
learning in a hybrid model after winter break. / HEALTH: Another Lane County 
resident has died from COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority reported the 
patient was a 75-year-old man who tested positive on October 8 and died 
Thursday at the hospital. Officials say he had contributing health issues. Lane 
County’s daily infection numbers eased a bit last week. But public health experts 
warn the virus remains widespread in our communities and they continue to track 
dozens of outbreaks. Lane County Public Health’s website notes this morning that 
181 people remain infectious, with 17 hospitalized and 28 deaths since the 
pandemic began. The county has seen slightly more than 2,000 cases of the 
coronavirus since the pandemic began. Oregon has recorded more than 45,000 
(45,429) confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19 over the past eight 
months. On Friday, state health officials recorded the highest daily total so far: 
600 cases. Another 555 were reported on Saturday and 524 on Sunday. The 
state’s death toll stands at 691. ; Last week, Oregon health officials delivered a 
concerning message: If the state remains on the path it is now with increasing 



daily COVID-19 cases hospitals in Oregon could reach capacity by mid-
December. Out of Oregon’s 721 listed intensive care unit beds, only about one in 
four are available, based on data on from the health authority’s website. Out of 
the non-ICU adult hospital beds in the state, it is closer to one in eight. Those 
numbers include all ICU patients, whether they are battling the coronavirus, 
influenza, cancer or other illnesses, or are recovering from surgery, an accident, 
or other injury. As of this morning, there are 211 COVID-19 patients in Oregon’s 
hospitals. Sixty-one are in intensive-care units and 23 are on ventilators. What 
happens if beds continue to fill? Hospitals might look at postponing elective 
procedures, using hospitals beds or wings that are currently unused, or adding 
staffing capacity to their inpatient units.  In addition, Oregon hospitals have 
worked on a regional plan that could involve sending patients to facilities in other 
states, if needed. / ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT, DISASTERS: Federal 
agencies have fallen short of President Trump’s goals for making forests and 
rangelands they oversee less vulnerable to wildfires. Trump set targets in 2018 
for measures such as removing dead trees, underbrush and other potentially 
flammable materials. But government data shows the U.S. Forest Service and the 
Department of Interior treated just over half of the area the president sought. It 
was only slightly better than their average annual performance over nearly two 
decades. Trump has blamed poor state forest management practices for the 
worsening problem of catastrophic fires in the U.S. West. But state officials say 
while forest management is an issue, many lands that burned are privately owned 
or in rural communities. In California, officials say many large fires sparked and 
burned in brushy areas and in zones that did not include forests. / FISHERIES, 
RECREATION: If you’re looking to dig for razor clams along the Oregon coast this 
week, you’ll need to do it south of the Siuslaw River. The Oregon Department of 
Fish & Wildlife on Friday closed beaches to razor clam harvest from the north jetty 
of the Siuslaw River all the way to the mouth of the Columbia River. It comes after 
testing revealed a high concentration of domoic acid found in clams on Clatsop 
County beaches. But you may still dig for razor clams all the way from the 
Siuslaw’s south jetty to the California border. Bay clamming, crabbing and mussel 
gathering also remain open along the entire Oregon coast. / SPORTS: He didn’t 
get the record he wanted but he set another mark. Former Oregon standout 
Galen Rupp and Japanese standout Suguru Osaka on Friday took part in a pop-
up half-marathon in south Lane County. Organizers of the Eugene Marathon 
hosted the out-and-back event along the Row River Trail near Dorena. They set 
up a flat, certified, 13.1-mile course in hopes fast times if weather conditions 
cooperated. The event was not publicized, in an effort to discourage spectators 
during the pandemic. The two were aiming for half-marathon records and while 
they missed those marks, Rupp’s 10-mile split beat the 1983 U.S. best for that 
distance by 20 seconds. Both men are based out of Portland and were 
teammates in the former Nike Oregon Project. Rupp last raced in February, when 
he won the U.S. Olympic Marathon Trials in Atlanta. ; The Oregon Ducks moved 
up two spots yesterday in the Associated Press sportswriters’ college football poll. 
Oregon is Number 12 as the team prepares to kick off its season on Saturday. 
The Ducks host Stanford at Autzen Stadium. Kick-off is 4:30 p.m. on ABC (KEZI). 
Clemson remains No. 1 in The Associated Press college football poll, but not by 
much. Trevor Lawrence’s absence because of COVID-19 and the Tigers’ narrow 
victory over Boston College created a divide among the 62 sports writers and 



broadcasters on the voting panel. Clemson is just two points ahead of No. 2 
Alabama. The rest of the top five remained the same, with Ohio State at No. 3, 
followed by Notre Dame and Georgia. Sixth-ranked Cincinnati is followed by 
Texas A&M, Florida, BYU and Wisconsin. ; Drew Lock hit rookie KJ Hamler from 
a yard out and no time on the clock before Brandon McManus nailed the extra 
point to give the Broncos a shocking 31-30 win over former Duck quarterback 
Justin Herbert and the Los Angeles Chargers. The Chargers fell to 2-5 after 
appearing primed to end their seven-game AFC West losing streak behind 
another great performance by rookie Justin Herbert, who joined Deshaun Watson 
as the only QBs in NFL history with four straight games with three TD passes. But 
the Chargers became the first team to lose three games they led by 17 or more 
points in the same season since the Atlanta Falcons did it in 2003. /  
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ELECTIONS, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: Close to three in every four Lane 
County ballots have been returned to elections officials for counting later today. It 
came after a staggering 13,300 ballots were returned to Lane County Elections 
drop boxes and arrived in the mail between Friday evening and the end of the 
afternoon on Monday. With turnout running at more than 73 (73.28 percent) 
percent and more than 200,000 local ballots (200,755) on hand, officials expect 
another surge today as last-minute voters return their ballots to official drop 
boxes. Close to two million Oregon voters have returned their ballots as interest in 
the election, particularly the presidential race, continues to run high. Numbers 
from the Oregon Secretary of State’s office, which collects and reports county 
totals, show turnout as of Sunday stood at close to 67 percent (66.8 percent). If 
you have not returned your ballot and want it counted, it must be in an official 
Elections drop box by 8:00 p.m. tonight. A list of those locations is available at 
www.OregonVotes.gov or on the back side of the information page on state and 
local measures that arrived with your Lane County ballot. Remember to check the 
back of your ballot so you do not miss any candidates or measures. Sign the back 
of your ballot return envelope. Your signature is a security measure used to verify 
identity. County personnel who have received training in handwriting analysis 
compare it to signatures in the voter registration record. A ballot may only be 
counted if the signatures match. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Lane County 
Elections Office is handling most business online and by phone. But the Election 
Office will be open to the public today for limited hours: 9:00 a.m. to noon, then 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Visitors must physically distance and masks are required. 
The Elections Office has a small quantity of masks available for visitors that do 
not have their own. ; The legal director of a national constitutional advocacy group 
has written to state and local officials saying her organization has received reports 
of attempted voter intimidation near a ballot drop box at Lively Park Swim Center 
in Springfield on Sunday. But Lane County elections officials say they have 
received no complaints about intimidation associated with the rally of President 
Trump’s supporters. The Oregonian and OregonLive quote Springfield Police and 
Willamalane Parks representatives who were on-hand and say they did not see 
any instances of intimidation. The “Patriotic Trump 2020 / Make Oregon RED” 
rally was held at Lively Park on Sunday. Willamalane Parks and Recreation 
District Superintendent Michael Wargo said the rally was held in a rented pavilion 
behind the swim park building but many vehicles were parked in the adjacent lots 



and decorated with pro-Trump flags and banners. There is an official Lane County 
Ballot Dropbox outside Lively Park’s aquatic facility known as “Splash!” But 
Willamalane’s Wargo said the rally was on another side of the building; that ten 
parking spaces were cordoned off near the ballot drop-box; and that he and four 
other parks district staff were at the park and watched the drop box during the 
event. Officials told multiple media sources said that while they did see a lack of 
mask-wearing and social distancing, they did not observe anything that warranted 
a police call. Willamalane’s Michael Wargo said when the rally ended shortly 
before 3 p.m. Sunday there was a 20-minute back-up of cars leaving the parking 
lot. A Springfield Police lieutenant (Lt. Tom Rappe) said Monday there were 
several people carrying firearms at the rally, which is legal, but said that none of 
them was close to the ballot box. Mary McCord, of Georgetown University Law 
Center’s Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection, claimed in a letter to 
Oregon officials that some voters were confronted and questioned by armed 
individuals wearing military attire and blocking their way. She said some voters 
left without depositing their ballots. State police Superintendent Terrie Davie 
acknowledged the incident, saying local law enforcement was aware of it and was 
working with state police. A coalition that includes the ACLU is asking state 
officials to positioning election officials or county volunteers at the drop box 
location today to monitor for potential voter intimidation. ; Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown has put the National Guard on standby for a 48-hour period around 
Election Day and used her executive authority to form a unified command of state 
troopers, sheriff's deputies and Portland police to handle any protests. Portland 
has seen near nightly protests for five months. President Trump's call for a 
crackdown on demonstrations that often end in vandalism has brought right-wing 
groups to the city for "law and order" rallies. The unified command began Monday 
evening and ends at 5 p.m. Wednesday. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health 
was notified of another 105 cases of COVID-19 over Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday. That is in addition to the previously announced death of a 75-year-old 
man who was the 28th local resident to die from complications of the virus. While 
Lane County’s daily infection numbers eased a bit last week, public health experts 
warn the virus remains widespread in our communities and they continue to track 
dozens of outbreaks. Public health officials say that 158 people remain infectious, 
down more than 20 from yesterday’s numbers. Fifteen people remain 
hospitalized, a drop of two. The county has seen slightly more than 2,600 cases 
of the coronavirus since the pandemic began. But cases continue to surge across 
the state: The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 557 new confirmed 
and presumptive cases of COVID-19. Over the span of three days — Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday — state officials reported more than 1,600 new confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in the state. It comes after Oregon set a daily record with 600 
new cases on Friday. Health experts say the rise in case numbers, transmission 
and positivity rates began in mid-September. The death toll is 692. As of Monday, 
the state's total COVID-19 case count, since the start of the pandemic, has 
reached 45,978. Four counties remain on the state’s Watch List because of the 
recent surge in coronavirus infections: Lane County, Portland’s Multnomah 
County, and Eastern Oregon’s Umatilla and Malheur counties. ; For weeks, public 
health officials expressed concerns that large Halloween parties near the 
University of Oregon campus might fuel a fresh wave of coronavirus infections. 
But it sounds like things were fairly low-key, with one exception. Members of the 



Party Patrol—a combination of Eugene Police and University of Oregon Police—
kept an eye out in neighborhoods near the U-of-O campus on Saturday night into 
early Sunday morning. Three people were cited for Loud Noise at a large 
gathering in the 900 block of Patterson Street. It came during a large party of 
more than 50 people that had been underway for at least three hours. Police say 
the location was the site of a warning earlier this year and has been an ongoing 
problem location for parties. / SAFETY, RACIAL JUSTICE, CRIME: Federal 
officers have been ordered not to engage in crowd control enforcement more than 
one block away from Portland’s federal courthouse under a federal judge's court 
order. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports U.S. District Judge Michael 
Mosman issued the restrictions Monday for officers near the Mark O. Hatfield 
United States Courthouse after granting a preliminary injunction Friday. He found 
that federal officers' actions have chilled First Amendment's rights of free speech 
and right to assembly for plaintiffs who sued the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security and other federal law enforcement agencies. The judge underscored that 
federal agents "cannot individually target protesters in retaliation for their speech, 
anywhere or anytime." / CRIME: Eugene Police say they are investigating a 
kidnapping reported yesterday evening around 6:30 p.m. on Spring Meadow 
Avenue in north Eugene. Police say they received information that an unknown 
male grabbed a juvenile female victim and forced her into his vehicle. Police were 
told the victim was able to escape from the vehicle a short distance away. The 
suspect is described as a male with white or tan skin and is believed to be in his 
40s. The suspect vehicle is described as a red 4-door sedan. Detectives from 
Eugene Police Department’s Violent Crimes Unit responded and ask that anyone 
who has information about the incident contact them. The number is 541-682-
5111. / SPORTS: Former Oregon Women’s Basketball star Sabrina Ionescu had 
minor surgery on her left ankle last week to remove some scar tissue that had 
formed. Ionescu missed most of her rookie season with the WNBA’s New York 
Liberty after suffering a Grade 3 sprain on that ankle in her third game as a pro. 
She avoided needing surgery to repair that injury but had to do some clean up on 
it last week. Doctor Martin O’Malley of the Hospital of Special Surgery performed 
the surgery. Ionescu is expected to soon be cleared by the Liberty’s medical staff 
to return to physical activity. The league’s top draft pick discussed on a Zoom call 
last month that she was considering playing overseas this offseason. It wouldn’t 
be a financial decision for her, but more that she is concerned about her time 
away from competitive basketball, having not played since she was injured July 
31. The former Oregon star said that if she headed overseas it would not be until 
2021 in January or February and that she most likely would head to Europe. / 
RECREATION: The Oregon State Marine Board has emailed boat registration 
renewals to boaters who have an email on file for boats with registration expiring 
December 31. Boaters without an email on file will receive a mailed Boat 
Registration Renewal Notice next week. Marine Board officials encourage you to 
renew online, adding that after completing such transactions, you may print a 
temporary permit and go boating right away. Registrations are printed the next 
business day for mailing. Another renewal option is by mail. Registration dollars 
help pay for boating facility improvement projects and on-the-water marine law 
enforcement. Your fees also support the aquatic invasive species prevention and 
abandoned derelict vessel programs. A reminder: Any watercraft with a motor or 
sailboats 12 feet or longer are required to have a title and be registered with the 



Marine Board. Registration fees vary based on boat length. The average boat 
length in Oregon is 16 feet, so the cost of a two-year registration is about $100 
($100.20). Also, remember to contact the Marine Board if you’ve sold your boat 
so the boat record may be updated. This is important because the last owner on 
record is the person who is contacted if a boat is deemed abandoned or derelict. 
That means the person whose name is on the title may be held liable for the 
removal, storage, dismantling, and disposal costs. Access the online store, view 
the registration fee table, and find other forms, such as a courtesy Bill of Sale in 
the forms library on the agency’s website at 
https://www.oregon.gov/OSMB/pages/index.aspx / FAMILY, BUSINESS, 
AGRICULTURE: For the turkey industry, this Thanksgiving is a guessing game. 
Millions of Americans are expected to have scaled-down celebrations amid the 
pandemic, heeding official warnings against travel and large indoor gatherings. 
That leaves anxious turkey farmers and grocers scrambling to predict what 
people will want on their holiday tables. Kroger – the nation’s largest grocery 
chain and the parent company of Fred Meyer stores – said its research shows 43 
percent of shoppers plan to celebrate Thanksgiving only with those in their 
immediate household. It has purchased more turkeys than usual – in all sizes – 
but it’s also predicting an increase in demand for alternatives, including ham, pork 
roast and seafood. Kroger also expects to see more demand for plant-based 
meats, like a vegan roast stuffed with mushrooms and squash. Walmart says it 
will still carry plenty of whole turkeys, but it will also have 30 percent more turkey 
breasts in its stores to accommodate shoppers who don’t want to cook a whole 
bird. Some farmers are making changes based on what they think customers will 
be looking for. Some harvested turkeys early this year. It’s a gamble, because the 
birds gain a lot of fat and flavor in their final few weeks, but it gives customers 
smaller birds. Butterball – which typically sells 30 percent of America’s 40 million 
Thanksgiving turkeys – is expecting more gatherings, but company officials are 
not convinced people will want smaller turkeys. Butterball’s research shows that 
75 percent of consumers plan to serve the same size turkey or a larger turkey 
than last year. Butterball says about half its turkeys will be in the 10-16 pound 
range and half will be in the 16-24 pound range, the same as usual. The 
uncertainty may well see a repeat at Christmas – both in the U.S. and beyond. 
Christmas turkeys are a staple in Britain, where turkey farmers are also bracing 
for slimmed-down festivities after the U.K. government told people not to meet in 
groups of more than six. /  
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ELECTIONS, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: Last-minute voters delivered their 
ballots to official drop boxes across Lane County and Oregon yesterday, fueling 
turnout of close to 80 percent as they focused on issues ranging from the 
presidential election to groundbreaking statewide measures. In Lane County, 
people drove up, rode up, rolled up, and walked up to drop boxes. Some finished 
filling out their ballots while they were there. At Lane County Elections, which has 
one of the most-used official drop boxes just outside, staff accompanied by law 
enforcement escorts frequently emptied the box so shuttle the votes inside for 
preparation for counting. Staff and temporary elections workers compared 
signatures and scanned bar codes on the outside of the envelopes to record that 
the votes were received. ; The outcome in the vote for President hangs in the 
balance this morning, as President Donald Trump and Democratic challenger Joe 
Biden battle for three familiar battleground states — Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Pennsylvania — that could prove crucial in determining who wins the White 
House. It is unclear when or how quickly a winner could be determined. A late 
burst of votes in Wisconsin gave Biden a small lead in the state, but it was still too 
early to call the race. Hundreds of thousands of votes were also outstanding in 
Michigan and Pennsylvania. The high stakes election was held against the 
backdrop of a historic pandemic that has killed more than 230,000 Americans and 
wiped away millions of jobs. Both candidates spent months pressing dramatically 
different visions for the nation’s future and voters responded in huge numbers, 
with more than 100 million people casting votes ahead of Election Day. ; Oregon 
remained as divided as the rest of the country over the presidential race. But its 
strong numbers of Democratic registrations gave former vice-president Joe Biden 
the early polling edge over President Trump. Despite strong support in some 
regions for Trump and other GOP candidates, Oregon is considered part of the 
“Blue Wall” of west Coast states that includes California and Washington. 
PRESIDENT: Democrat Joe Biden won Oregon’s seven electoral votes in the 
race for president. In this morning’s totals, Biden has roughly 57 percent of 
Oregon’s vote compared to 39 percent for Trump. Biden won in some of Western 
Oregon’s more populous counties, including Lane, Benton, Marion, the Portland 
tri-county region, Hood River and Clatsop counties, and Central Oregon’s 
Deschutes County. But Trump was the leader across the rest of the state, 
including Linn, Yamhill, Polk, and Tillamook counties; Douglas County and across 
Southern Oregon, and the rest of Central and Eastern Oregon. Oregon has not 



voted for a Republican presidential candidate since Ronald Reagan carried the 
state in 1984. ; Oregonians cast ballots for all five Congressional districts, as well 
as one Senate seat. U.S. HOUSE: Longtime Democratic U.S. Congressman 
Peter DeFazio was reelected after facing a challenge from Republican Alek 
Skarlatos. DeFazio was first elected to Oregon’s 4th District seat in 1986 and is 
the powerful chairman of the House Transportation Committee. The last time a 
Republican was elected to the seat that represents the southern half of Oregon’s 
coastal counties was in 1972, and the GOP is eager to deal a blow to Democratic 
control of a district that includes swaths of rural, conservative areas as well as 
more liberal bastions in the college towns of Eugene and Corvallis. In 2015, 
Skarlatos was one of three Americans on a Paris-bound train when a gunman 
entered their compartment. He and others tackled the gunman. Skarlatos played 
himself in the movie Clint Eastwood made about the incident. Oregon’s three 
other Democratic U.S. House incumbents also won. Kurt Schrader has the 
closest race in the mid-Willamette Valley’s 5th Congressional District. He defeated 
Republican Amy Ryan Courser 54 percent to 43 percent. But fellow Democrats 
Earl Blumenauer and Suzanne Bonamici cruised to victory in the 3rd and 1st 
Districts, respectively. In Oregon’s open 2nd U.S. House District, which 
represents much of Eastern and Southern Oregon, Republican Cliff Bentz—a 
former state senator—won the seat being vacated by the retiring longtime 
Congressman Greg Walden, who is also a Republican. U.S. SENATE: Democrat 
U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley has won the Oregon seat that he was first elected to in 
2008. Merkley defeated Republican Jo Rae Perkins, 58 percent to 49 percent. 
The incumbent Merkley’s win keeps Democrats holding both of the state’s Senate 
seats, along with Oregon U.S. Senator Ron Wyden. Perkins made national 
headlines this year for her support of the wide ranging and baseless QAnon 
internet conspiracy theory and so-called “science denialism” during the pandemic. 
; Three statewide offices also were on the ballot. OREGON SECRETARY OF 
STATE: Democrat Shemia Fagan edged Republican Kim Thatcher, 51 percent to 
42 percent, in a battle between two Oregon state senators. Fagan will replace 
Republican Bev Clarno, who was appointed to the post following the 2019 death 
of Dennis Richardson. ATTORNEY GENERAL: Incumbent Democrat Ellen 
Rosenblum was re-elected as Oregon Attorney General over Republican Michael 
Cross, 57 percent to 40 percent. OREGON TREASURER: Democrat Tobias 
Read was re-elected as Oregon’s State Treasurer, defeating Republican 
challenger Jeff Gudman by a 53 percent to 40 percent margin. ; There were some 
contested local races, as well. LANE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – 
SOUTH LANE: In the run-off for the South Lane seat on the Lane County Board 
of Commissioners, Laurie Trieger has a lead over Joel Iboa with 54 percent to 46 
percent of the vote. Incumbent Pete Sorenson is retiring. EUGENE CITY 
COUNCIL – WARD ONE: Amy Semple won her run-off against Eliza Kazinsky in 
Ward One of the Eugene City Council. SPRINGFIELD CITY COUNCIL – WARD 
THREE: Kori Rodley appears the winner over Johannis Tadeo (yoh-HAW’-nihs 
tuh-DAY’-oh) for the Ward Three seat on the Springfield City Council. ; Lane 
County voters cast ballots in seven legislative districts. OREGON SENATE – 
District 5: A close battle for one contested state senate race in Lane County. 
Oregon Senate District 5 stretches along the Central Coast. Republican Dick 
Anderson has a narrow lead over Democrat Melissa Cribbins, 49 percent to 47 
percent. OREGON HOUSE – District 7: In Oregon House District 7, which 



includes portions of Lane and Douglas counties, incumbent Cedric Hayden is 
leading democratic challenger Jerry Samaniego (saw’-muhn-YAY’-goh) by a two-
to-one margin. OREGON HOUSE – District 8: Incumbent Paul Holvey (HOLE’-
vee) is cruising to victory in Oregon House District 8. OREGON HOUSE – District 
9: In coastal Oregon House District 9, Republican Boomer Wright is well ahead of 
his challenger, 57 percent to 42 percent. OREGON HOUSE – District 11: In 
Oregon House District 11, which includes portions of Lane and Linn counties, 
incumbent Democrat Marty Wilde is leading Republic Kate Boshart Glaser, 52 
percent to 48 percent. OREGON HOUSE – District 12: Democratic incumbent 
John Lively is leading Republican Ruth Linoz 57 percent to 43 percent. OREGON 
HOUSE – District 13: In Oregon House District 13, incumbent Democrat Nancy 
Nathanson has a wide lead over GOP challenger David Smith, 71 percent to 29 
percent. OREGON HOUSE – District 14: And in Oregon House District 14, 
incumbent Democrat Julie Fahey is ahead of Republican Rich Cunningham, 49 
percent to 41 percent. ; In local ballots measures across Lane County: In 
Springfield, the Fire and Life Safety Levy was passing by a 55 percent to 45 
percent margin. In Oakridge, the public safety levy was failing by a two-to-one 
margin (66 percent to 34 percent). Voters in the Bethel School District approved a 
bond measure to repair and replace aging school facilities. It passed by a margin 
of 66 percent to 34 percent. The bond issue for the Mckenzie Schools was failing. 
But that was according to plan. Last month, school board members took the 
unusual step of asking voters to defeat the issue because they knew many 
property owners are struggling to make ends meet after losing homes or 
businesses in the wake of the Holiday Farm Wildfire. A bond measure for the 
Alsea Schools—which serves families in Benton and Lane counties—was 
narrowly passing, 52 percent to 48 percent. Two library levies were on 
yesterday’s ballot: Voters approved the City of Eugene’s five-year library renewal 
levy by a better than three-to-one margin (77 percent to 23 percent). Voters were 
approving the Fern Ridge Library District levy 58 percent to 42 percent. Several 
other fire districts also had money or organizational issues on the ballot: The Lane 
Fire Authority’s general operation levy was failing 62 percent to 38 percent. And 
they’ll have to sort this out: A measure to annex Pleasant Hill Fire to the Goshen 
Rural Fire Protection District is passing, but the companion measure to dissolve 
Pleasant Hill Fire is failing. Finally, the funding measure for the Upper Willamette 
Soil & Water Conservation District passed, 60 percent to 40 percent. The district 
helps improve water and soil quality and protect and restore habitat. ; Oregon has 
become the first state in the U.S. to decriminalize possession of small amounts of 
“street drugs.” Those are hard drugs like heroin, cocaine, methamphetamine, and 
some other substances. Voters also legalized the controlled, therapeutic use of 
psilocybin mushrooms. Both ballot measures passed by large margins Tuesday. 
MEASURE 110 (Decriminalization): Measure 110 decriminalizes possession of 
small amounts of heroin, cocaine, methamphetamine LSD, oxycodone and some 
other drugs. It passed 59 percent to 41 percent. Measure 110 completely 
changes how Oregon's justice system treats those who are found with personal-
use amounts of the hard drugs. Instead of going to trial and facing possible jail 
time, a person will have the option of paying a $100 fine or attending new 
"addiction recovery centers." The backers of Measure 110 say drug addiction is a 
health issue and should not cause people to be imprisoned and saddled with 
criminal records. Close to two dozen district attorneys in Oregon had urged a no 



vote on Measure 110. The measure reclassifies “personal non-commercial 
possession of certain drugs under specified amounts,” by adults or juveniles, from 
misdemeanor/felony status to Class E violations subject to either a $100 fine or “a 
completed health assessment” at a series of new “Drug Treatment and Recovery 
Services” centers, one in each coordinated care organization area of the state. 
The addiction recovery centers would be required to be operational by next Oct. 
1. The limits on drugs allowed under the measure to avoid a criminal arrest would 
be 1 gram of heroin; 2 grams of cocaine or methamphetamine; less than 40 
“units” or LSD, methadone or oxycodone, and less than 12 grams of psilocybin. 
Individuals who manufacture or distribute illegal drugs would still be subject to 
current criminal penalties. The measure also reduces possession of a controlled 
substance other than a “commercial drug offense,” in amounts greater than 
specified, to a misdemeanor with less than a year in prison, a $6,250 fine, or both. 
The health assessments would include a “substance use disorder screening” by a 
certified alcohol and drug counselor and would have to be completed within 45 
days of the violation. The measure would require that a temporary telephone 
addiction recovery center be established by Feb. 1 and be in operation until the 
recovery centers are established. An Oversight and Accountability Council would 
be established by the director of the Oregon Health Authority to give grants to 
government or community-run organizations to create the recovery centers, which 
would be required to provide free, immediate medical or other treatment 24 hours 
a day in addition to the health assessments, “intervention plans, case 
management services, and peer support and outreach.”  Measure 110 will 
redistribute state marijuana tax revenue above $11.25 million per quarter—
estimated to be $61.1 million in 2019-21 and $182.4 million in 2021-23—to the 
new recovery centers, thus reducing revenue to the State School Fund, state 
police, mental health/alcoholism/drug programs and alcohol and drug abuse 
prevention and intervention. The reduced revenue—$90 million from the State 
School Fund, $45 million from mental health programs, $11 million from alcohol 
and drug abuse prevention and intervention—would be made up for by estimated 
savings from reduced arrests, incarceration and criminal supervision, which would 
be updated by the Legislature every two years (the Oregon Criminal Justice 
Commission estimates that convictions for possession of a controlled substance 
would decrease by 91 percent if the measure is approved). It’s also expected that 
the state Department of Corrections would save $300,000 in 2019-21 and $24.5 
million in 2021-23 if the measure is approved and that that money, along with 
higher future savings, would be transferred to local corrections programs. 
MEASURE 109 (Psychedelic Mushrooms): Oregon voters legalized the 
controlled, therapeutic use of psilocybin mushrooms by a margin of 56 percent to 
44 percent. Backers of Measure 109 say the state, which was the first in the 
nation to decriminalize marijuana, should lead the way in legalizing regulated use 
of psilocybin, often referred to as “magic mushrooms.” The therapy would be used 
to treat potential suicides, treatment-resistant depression and anxiety, PTSD, and 
addiction to drugs, alcohol and nicotine. The drug would be administered only in 
“psilocybin service centers,” to be established by the measure, under the 
supervision of a “trained facilitator.” The measure allows cities and counties to put 
referendums on local ballots to prohibit or allow psilocybin-product manufacturers 
or “psilocybin service centers” in unincorporated areas within their jurisdictions. It 
prohibits psilocybin service centers within 1,000 feet of an elementary, middle or 



high school. The measure calls for a tax on psilocybin products at 15 percent of 
their retail value, with the money to go to the Oregon Health Authority, which 
would administer the program at an estimated cost of $3 million per year. The 
program calls for a two-year “development” period, meaning the use of the drug 
would not begin before 2023. The law would create an Oregon Psilocybin 
Advisory Board that would consist of 14-16 members—most of them medical and 
legal experts working for the state or for organizations that contract with the state. 
The board would meet every two months during the development period and at 
least quarterly thereafter. While Oregon is the first U.S. state to legalize the use of 
psilocybin products, the cities of Oakland and Santa Cruz, California; Denver, 
Colorado; Washington, D.C.; and Ann Arbor, Michigan have already 
decriminalized it. The FDA has declared psilocybin use as a “breakthrough 
therapy,” which means it can be used to "expedite the development and review of 
drugs that are intended to treat a serious condition," but has not yet approved its 
full use for medical treatment. ; Oregon voters on Tuesday also approved 
measures to increase cigarette taxes and limit political contributions. MEASURE 
108 (Cigarette tax): Measure 108 passed by a two-to-one margin—66 percent to 
33 percent. It increases Oregon’s cigarette tax by $2 per pack — from $1.33 to 
$3.33 — bumps up the cap on wholesale cigar taxes to $1 per cigar and tax 
electronic cigarettes or “e-cigarettes” and vaping products for the first time at 65 
percent. It is estimated the measure would raise $111 million in the remainder of 
the 2019-21 biennium and more than $331 million in the 2021-23 biennium. 
Ninety percent of that money would go to the Oregon Health Plan and other 
medical assistance programs, which would be eligible for federal matching funds, 
and 10 percent to smoking prevention and cessation programs. The Oregon 
Health Authority now receives state cigarette tax revenue but would not share in 
the additional taxes raised by Measure 108. Because it is expected that passage 
of the measure will reduce the number of cigarettes sold, OHA revenues from 
cigarette taxes are expected to decline. The most common argument in support of 
the measure is that taxing e-cigarettes for the first time would help reduce 
teenage vaping. Second-most is that it would reduce health care costs while 
shoring up the Oregon Health Plan. Proponents say that (1) 8,000 Oregonians die 
preventable deaths every year from smoking, (2) young people who “vape” are 
three times more likely than those who don’t to take up smoking (Journal of the 
American Medical Association), (3) the Oregon Health Plan provides health 
insurance for one of every four Oregonians (62 percent of them women), (4) the 
measure would bring Oregon’s tobacco taxes in line with those of other West 
Coast states, (5) smoking costs Oregon $1.5 billion per year in unnecessary 
health care expenses, (6) the measure would triple the amount of money 
available for smoking prevention and cessation programs, (7) the percentage of 
young people who vape increased by 80 percent between 2017 and 2019 
(Oregon Health Authority), (8) smoking causes 96 percent of lung cancers (U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services), (9) nine of 10 people who smoke 
daily smoked their first cigarette by age 18, and (10) one in four high school 
students has vaped. There was no organized opposition to Measure 108. 
Proponents of the measure have raised more than $13 million to support its 
passage. Among the measure’s many supporters are Oregon doctors and nurses, 
the American Lung Association, the Oregon Nurses Association, the American 
Heart Association, Planned Parenthood, some chambers of commerce and small 



business organizations, the Oregon Education Association, the Oregon Medical 
Association, the American Federation of Teachers of Oregon, the Oregon ALF-
CIO, the National Alliance on Mental Illness (which says 25 percent of Americans 
have a “mental condition” and 40 percent of them smoke), Kaiser Permanente, 
the Oregon Association of Family Physicians, a unit of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees, and the state Democratic Party. 
Oregon’s current cigarette tax ranks 32nd in the nation. Washington state is 
eighth at $3.03, California ninth at $2.87. New York and Connecticut have the 
highest tax at $4.35 per pack, followed by Rhode Island at $4.25. MEASURE 107 
(Political contributions): Measure 107, which limits political contributions, passed 
by a wide margin with better than three out of every four ballots in favor (78 
percent to 33 percent). Measure 107 allow state and local governments to put 
limits on campaign contributions and expenditures. The measure also requires 
public disclosure of the contributions and expenditures, and of the groups or 
individuals who pay for the campaign advertising. It applies to all laws and 
initiatives proposed since Jan. 1, 2016. The state Constitution currently does not 
permit limits on spending and says limits on contributions are allowed only if they 
don’t “target expression.” But political committees spending $3,500 or more are 
required to report to the state the name, address and occupation of donors for 
contributions and expenditures exceeding $100. In 1997 the state Supreme Court 
ruled that campaign contributions are a form of free speech and limiting them 
would be a violation of the state’s constitutional protection of speech. The 
Constitution says, "No law shall be passed restraining the free expression of 
opinion, or restricting the right to speak, write, or print freely on any subject 
whatever; but every person shall be responsible for the abuse of this right." In its 
ruling, the court said a political campaign donation “depends in no way on the 
ultimate use to which the contribution is put,” meaning it could be spent on 
something only indirectly supporting a candidate or a measure. ; Several Oregon 
counties had measures on the ballot that are part of the “Redraw the Oregon-
Idaho border” movement. Backers, largely in rural Southern and Eastern Oregon, 
say they are fed up with liberal policies enacted mostly by politicians from 
Western Oregon and would like to see their counties become a part of the state of 
Idaho. They are failing in Douglas County, 57 percent to 43 percent; and narrowly 
failing in Wallowa County, 50.4 percent to 49.5 percent. But the measures are 
narrowly passing this morning in Jefferson County, 51 percent to 49 percent; and 
Union County, 52 percent to 48 percent. Meantime, in Coos County, a “Second 
Amendment Sanctuary Ordinance” was failing, 54 percent to 46 percent, as was 
an issue that prohibited enforcement of certain firearms regulations in Northwest 
Oregon’s Clatsop County, 61 percent to 29 percent. But in Columbia County a 
similar measure is narrowly passing, 51 percent to 49 percent. And voters in 
Eastern Oregon’s Umatilla County are passing their “Second Amendment 
Sanctuary” measure 63 percent to 37 percent. ; Marijuana and cannabis products 
were on the minds of voters in a number of Oregon cities and counties. Voters in 
Central Oregon’s Deschutes County will continue to prohibit the establishment of 
additional marijuana businesses in unincorporated areas. Cities including 
Reedsport, Winston, Myrtle Point, Port Orford, Sherwood, Chiloquin, Joseph, and 
Grant County voted to add local taxes on the sale marijuana on cannabis 
products. ; In the Douglas County coastal community of Lakeside, residents are 
rejecting a measure allowing all-terrain vehicle access citywide. It was failing 55 



percent to 45 percent. But they approved the continuation of Lakeside’s All-
Terrain Vehicle Access Route. ; A few more Oregon election notes: PORTLAND 
MAYOR: Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler was facing a challenge from the left from 
Sarah Iannarone. Months of protests against racial injustice and police violence 
have made Portland national news and President Trump routinely derides 
Wheeler as a weak liberal unable to stop unrest in his “anarchist” city. Iannarone 
supports $50 million in law enforcement cuts and slams her opponent for what 
she describes as an aggressive police force. Wheeler was leading in early returns 
late Tuesday but the contest remains too close to call. VOTE COUNTING ISSUE: 
In Clackamas County, a Portland suburb, a machine that opens ballots broke, 
preventing elections officials from opening ballots. Elections officials said they 
were still on track to release results from 165,000 ballots at 8 p.m. The machine 
would be fixed overnight, and ballot opening would resume at 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health was notified of another 27 
cases of COVID-19 on Tuesday. Public health officials say that 142 people 
remain infectious, down a bit from the day before. Eighteen people remain 
hospitalized, up three from Monday. While Lane County’s daily infection numbers 
have remained relatively steady during the past week, public health experts warn 
the virus remains widespread in our communities and they continue to track 
dozens of outbreaks. The county has seen slightly more than 2,600 cases (2,634) 
of the coronavirus since the pandemic began. The Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday reported 495 new confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19 and 
nine new deaths. Health experts say the rise in case numbers, transmission and 
positivity rates began in mid-September. The death toll yesterday topped 700 
(701). Lane County is one of four counties that remain on the state’s Watch List 
because of the recent surge in coronavirus infections. The others are Portland’s 
Multnomah County, and Eastern Oregon’s Umatilla and Malheur counties. / LOW-
INCOME, EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: More than 2,000 people already have been 
approved to receive benefits under a new state program that helps people who 
work in Oregon and need to quarantine or isolate due to COVID-19 exposure, but 
do not have access to COVID-19-related paid sick leave. More than $2 million 
dollars have been dispersed through this program, and more money is available. 
The program was created with $30 million received from the federal government 
to help Oregon respond to the coronavirus pandemic. Employees who work in 
Oregon may apply online for the COVID-19 Temporary Paid Leave Program. 
People who qualify will receive a $120 per-day payment for up to 10 working 
days—a total of $1,200—to cover the time they need to quarantine. Because the 
available funds are limited, the program is available only to quarantine periods 
that were in place on or after Sept. 16. Applicants may claim only one quarantine 
period. Applicants must meet certain requirements to be eligible for the program. 
This includes that you work in Oregon and file a state personal income tax return. 
You must have been directed to quarantine by a local or tribal public health 
authority or health care provider because of exposure to someone infected or with 
COVID-19-related symptoms. There are additional requirements. For example, 
you also must work for an employer who does not provide COVID-19-related paid 
sick leave, or you must have exhausted available COVID-19-related paid sick 
leave. You cannot be self-employed. And you must not have applied for 
unemployment insurance or workers compensation benefits for the time off due to 
quarantine or isolation. The Oregon Department of Consumer and Business 



Services is administering the program. For more information or to apply, go to 
oregon.gov/covidpaidleave or call 833-685-0850 (toll-free) or 503-947-0130 
between 7:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Those who need help in a 
language other than English, Spanish, or Russian may call 503-947-0131. The 
website also contains an eligibility quiz to help people who are not sure if they 
qualify. / HEALTH: More Americans said they’re on diets to lose weight or for 
other health reasons compared with a decade ago. That's according to a report 
Tuesday by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that found 17% 
of American adults surveyed during 2017 and 2018 said they were on special 
diets, compared with 14% a decade earlier. Experts say the increase isn't 
surprising given the prevalence and increase of obesity and obesity related 
diseases. The report notes that about half of American adults have diet-related 
chronic conditions, such as diabetes and heart disease. / DISASTERS, LEGAL: 
Additional plaintiffs in Oregon have joined a $600 million lawsuit against power 
utilities, alleging that the companies let electrical equipment spark wildfires that 
ravaged the state in September. Three of the region’s law firms that are behind 
the class action lawsuit announced an amended complaint on Monday that 
includes more people who said they were impacted by the wildfires. The law firms 
say PacifiCorp and Pacific Power were negligent in properly maintaining their 
electrical infrastructure, which caused deadly wildfires after a windstorm on Labor 
Day weekend. PacifiCorp and Pacific Power told KATU-TV that they don’t 
comment on pending litigation. / TRANSPORTATION, WEATHER: Oregon’s 
historic Highway 242, the “Old McKenzie Highway,” is closing for the season 
tomorrow. The route winds through Oregon’s scenic Cascade mountains from 
Highway 126 near Belknap Springs to U.S. Highway 20 near the Central Oregon 
community of Sisters. But with snow in the forecast for the Cascades later this 
week, the Oregon Department of Transportation is closing the Old McKenzie 
Highway until next spring when the road is fully plowed. The roadway is part of 
the McKenzie Pass - Santiam Pass National Scenic Byway. The pavement 
follows much of the first route over the McKenzie Pass, “Craig's McKenzie Salt 
Springs/Deschutes Wagon Road,” which was completed in 1872. The scenery 
includes forests—predominantly Douglas fir on the west and Ponderosa pine and 
Lodgepole pine on the east. Along the way, there are lava beds, topped by the 
historic Dee Wright Observatory at McKenzie Pass. The winding road with a 
number of tight, almost hairpin turns, is popular with motorists, bicyclists, and 
pedestrians but vehicles longer than 35 feet are prohibited from using the 
highway. According to state transportation officials, the earliest closure of the Old 
McKenzie Pass Highway was on October 18, 1996. The season’s latest closure 
happened on January 10, 1939. /  
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ELECTIONS, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: Democrat Joe Biden was pushing 
closer to the 270 Electoral College votes needed to carry the White House, 
securing victories in the “blue wall” battlegrounds of Wisconsin and Michigan and 
narrowing President Donald Trump’s path. With just a handful of states still up for 
grabs, Trump tried to press his case in court in some key swing states. It was 
unclear if any of his campaign’s legal maneuvering over balloting would succeed 
in shifting the race in his favor. Two days after Election Day, neither candidate 
had amassed the votes needed to win the White House. But Biden’s victories in 
the Great Lakes states left him at 264, meaning he was one battleground state 
away — any would do — from becoming president-elect. Trump, with 214 
electoral votes, faced a much higher hurdle. To reach 270, he needed to claim all 
four remaining battlegrounds: Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Georgia and 
Nevada. With millions of votes yet to be tabulated, Biden already had received 
more than 71 million votes, the most in history. At an afternoon news conference 
Wednesday, the former vice president said he expected to win the presidency but 
stopped short of outright declaring victory. It was a stark contrast to the approach 
of Trump, who early Wednesday morning falsely claimed that he had won the 
election. Trump’s campaign engaged in a flurry of legal activity to try to improve 
the Republican president’s chances and cast doubt on the election results, 
requesting a recount in Wisconsin and filing lawsuits in Pennsylvania, Michigan 
and Georgia. Statewide recounts in Wisconsin have historically changed the vote 
tally by only a few hundred votes; Biden led by more than 20,000 ballots out of 
nearly 3.3 million counted. It was unclear when a national winner would be 
determined after a long, bitter campaign dominated by the coronavirus and its 
effects on Americans and the national economy. But even as Biden’s prospects 
improved, the U.S. on Wednesday set another record for daily confirmed 
coronavirus cases as several states posted all-time highs. The pandemic has 
killed more than 233,000 people in the United States. / HEALTH: Another grim 
milestone in the pandemic: The United States yesterday reported more than 
100,000 new coronavirus cases. That included record daily numbers in 17 states 
and record hospitalizations in seven as hospital capacity in several regions is 
stretched thin. Nationwide, the U.S. will go over 9.5 million cases later today—
well ahead of any other nation. Experts say we have four percent of the world’s 
population but roughly 20 percent of all cumulative global COVID-19 cases as the 
autumn surge in infections continues. Daily new confirmed coronavirus cases in 



the U.S. have surged 45 percent over the past two weeks. And deaths related to 
the virus have increased by close to 20 percent across the country during the 
same period. More than 233,000 (233,734) Americans have died from the 
coronavirus and its complications.  New numbers from the COVID Tracking 
Project indicate more than 50,000 people are currently hospitalized with the 
coronavirus as hospitals experience capacity strain. There is no cure for the 
coronavirus, although a handful of treatments are helping to cut recovery times 
among those who are hospitalized and survive. Federal health officials have said 
they believe at least one vaccine will receive emergency-use authorization before 
the end of the year. The first limited supplies of doses would be immediately 
distributed frontline health care workers and vaccinations would begin among the 
most vulnerable populations. Doses would gradually become more widely 
available sometime next year. ; Lane County Public Health was notified of 23 
additional positive cases of COVID-19 on Wednesday. Public health officials say 
that 126 people remain infectious. Twenty people remain hospitalized. In addition, 
557 local residents are being monitored because they might have been exposed 
to someone who has since tested positive for the coronavirus. While Lane 
County’s daily infection numbers have remained relatively steady during the past 
week, public health experts warn the virus remains widespread in our 
communities and they continue to track dozens of outbreaks. They say that 
includes small social gatherings, although those cases have dropped a bit 
recently. There continue to be infections associated with workplace outbreaks—
where co-workers might be letting their guard down during breaks and mealtimes. 
Additionally, there are continued outbreaks in long-term care facilities, childcare 
facilities, and there have been at least a half-dozen outbreaks tied to churches 
and other faith-based gatherings. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 597 new confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19 and four new 
deaths. The state has now surpassed 47,000 coronavirus cases since the start of 
the pandemic. The death toll is 705. Oregon last week posted its highest weekly 
case count since the pandemic began, with more than 3,500 new cases (3,542) 
and the number of infections up 34 percent from the previous week. It also was 
the second consecutive week that daily case counts set a record high for the 
pandemic. The percentage of positive tests rose sharply last week to 8.4 percent. 
Experts say that is another example of how widespread the virus has become. 
Thirty-seven Oregonians died of COVID-19 or its complications last week—up 
from 27 the previous week. Last week, 160 coronavirus patients were 
hospitalized. This morning, the number is 181. People between the ages of 20 
and 49 accounted for the largest percentage of infections: 56 percent. But the 
virus hits older and more vulnerable adults harder than younger ones. People 
over the age of 80 accounted for 50 percent of COVID-19 associated deaths and 
people over age 70 accounted for 74 percent of deaths associated with the 
illness. / AGRICULTURE, HEALTH: Organic foods are experiencing record sales 
nationwide during the pandemic. Experts say organic food sales skyrocketed 
during the run on grocery stores in March, but even as things settled down, sales 
remain strong. The Organic Trade Association’s report for the third quarter finds 
organic fresh produce sales are 16 percent higher than the same time last year. 
The West is leading in terms of growth rate, with organic produce sales up 20 
percent. The Capital Press quotes analysts who say that in some cases, return 
customers are buying larger volumes, but that new customers are also part of the 



totals. Packaged salads, fruits and herbs are among the bestsellers, along with 
berries, apples, and bananas. Experts say consumers also are purchasing larger 
volumes of organic meat, poultry, eggs and milk. At the same time, many 
appliance stores say they have seen increases in sales of refrigerators and 
freezers, with some models backordered, as people stock up on locally sourced 
meat and freeze meals they prepared in advance. Organic produce is still a small 
segment of the overall produce sector, but experts say the numbers of organic 
farms and acres are growing and certifiers say more farms are going organic. / 
DISASTERS, SAFETY: A reminder for property owners affected by the Holiday 
Farm Fire: Tomorrow is the extended deadline for the sign-up for free household 
hazardous waste cleanup. You need to sign an access agreement, known as a 
“Right of Entry” form, to allow crews to clean up hazardous waste on their 
property. The form is available online at https://www.mckenzierebuilds.org/ Debris 
removal teams are continuing their work up the McKenzie Valley with the goal of 
wrapping things up by the end of the year. An EPA website monitoring the 
cleanup notes that crews have completed Phase One work on 192 properties but 
165 are awaiting assessment. The household hazardous waste cleanup is entirely 
covered by state and federal funds. Household hazardous waste includes fuel 
and petroleum, pool chemicals, car batteries, antifreeze, used oil filters, solvents, 
fertilizers, pesticides, propane tanks, disinfectants, aerosols, paint, bleach, and 
ammunition. Crews will also safely identify and dispose of large pieces of 
asbestos materials. Officials remind you that if the government is handling clean-
up you may not collect insurance payments for the same activity. / CRIME: Three 
quick notes from Eugene Police: On Tuesday afternoon, officers responded to a 
home in the 400 block of East 46th Avenue after being contacted about a death. 
They arrested a suspect, 44-year-old George Michael Alvergue, and charged him 
with Murder. The investigation is continuing. ; On Wednesday morning, shortly 
after 7:30 a.m., Eugene Police responded to reports of a stabbing in the vicinity of 
a tent located off the bike path behind the McMenamin’s at 22 Club Road. The 
victim was hospitalized, and police were searching for the male suspect. ; Shortly 
before 8:30 yesterday morning, Eugene Police were called to a possible hostage 
situation in the Santa Clara area. They say the standoff ended without incident 
later in the day. EPD’s SWAT, Crisis Negotiation, and Drone Teams responded. 
The 32-year-old female victim was the first to exit the residence with a young 
child. The 29-year-old male suspect, who was reported to be suicidal and have 
access to multiple firearms, was persuaded to leave the home and was taken into 
custody. During the course of negotiations, an emergency alert message was 
sent to nearby areas to shelter in place. / TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Days 
are getting shorter; nights are growing longer. Be Safe, Be Seen if you are waiting 
for a Lane Transit District bus. Transit Riders: Stand up as the bus approaches 
your stop. Use a cell phone or light to signal the bus operator. Wear light-colored 
or reflective clothing. Cyclists and Pedestrians: Wear bright and/or reflective 
clothing. Use a light or bike light so that drivers can see you. When walking, face 
oncoming traffic. For those people who need a light to be seen when walking, 
waiting at a bus stop, or need a bike light, please visit the LTD Customer Service 
Center at 1080 Willamette St., Mon - Fri, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. to pick one up for 
free, while supplies last. / WEATHER, HOMELESSNESS, COMMUNITY, 
HEALTH: Cold weather has arrived, and the Egan Warming Center needs 
volunteers. The Egan Warming Center is a coalition of community members from 



service providers, nonprofits, churches and local government who work to ensure 
homeless people have shelter during extreme cold weather. The centers operate 
whenever temperatures drop below 30 degrees between November 15th and 
March 31st. The Egan Warming Center is almost entirely volunteer-run and many 
of its regular volunteers are in COVID-19 high-risk categories and are taking the 
year off to keep themselves and their families safe. That means coordinators 
need many new, younger volunteers to take their place. Anyone interested is 
encouraged to join in one of the Egan Warming Center’s upcoming Zoom or in-
person orientations. You will learn about the program, how it works, what 
volunteers do, what COVID safety protocols are in place, and what it means to 
help in an emergency winter shelter. There are no obligations or long-term 
commitments. The Egan Warming Center is named in honor of Major Thomas 
Egan, a local homeless man who froze to death during a cold spell in 2008. / 
TRANSPORTATION, WEATHER, SAFETY: Winter driving ahead: Winter weather 
begins arriving in the Cascades and on the mountain passes of Interstate 5 this 
weekend. With the return of wet and cold conditions, watch for dirt and grime on 
road surfaces that might cause slick conditions, especially on mountain passes. 
Safety tips for driving in winter conditions: Slow down and don’t use cruise control 
in wet, icy or snowy weather. Choose main routes; do not rely on GPS. Be rested 
and alert. Always wear your seat belt. Drive with your lights on and reduce your 
speed. Use extra caution when driving on bridges or concrete highways. Ice 
forms first on these surfaces. Carry chains and know how to install them or use 
traction tires. Oregon's chain law applies to all highways throughout the state. 
When you drive in winter conditions, you may see signs telling you to carry chains 
or traction tires and when you are required to use them. In some areas, lighted 
message signs also will advise you about chaining up. Traction tires may be used 
in place of chains on vehicles rated at 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight or less 
and that are not towing or being towed. Studded tires are legal in Oregon from 
November 1 through March 31. Because of the damage caused by studded tires, 
the Department of Transportation encourages motorists to use studded tires only 
when necessary. Delaying putting on studded tires or using other traction tires 
helps preserves Oregon’s highways. /  

 
  



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
11/06/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

HEALTH: Thirty-seven new cases of COVID-19 and two new outbreaks. That’s 
the word from Lane County Public Health officials, who say 136 people remain 
infectious. Of those, 18 are hospitalized with ten of those patients in the Intensive-
Care Unit. Health experts say 568 Lane County residents are being monitored 
because they might have been exposed to someone who has since tested 
positive for the coronavirus. The new outbreaks are: Twelve Eugene-Springfield 
Fire Department staff members who recently tested positive for COVID-19. 
Officials say the outbreak is not specific to one fire house or location. At this time, 
Lane County Public Health believes there is little to no risk of public transmission 
because Eugene-Springfield Fire personnel use Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) and a large number of other protective measures while out in the 
community. A statement from the City of Eugene notes that it is believed one staff 
member contracted the virus while off-duty and unknowingly brought it to work. 
Eugene-Springfield Fire officials say they conducted a rapid risk assessment after 
learning of the diagnosis. They say the department has access to rapid COVID-19 
testing and continues to regularly rest its staff. Eugene-Springfield Fire has been 
working closely with Lane County Public Health to prevent further spread and is 
following all public health recommendations and guidelines. The other new 
outbreak involves 11 residents and one staff member at Avamere Riverpark in 
Eugene, a long-term care facility. The cases were detected during regular 
screening. Officials say the facility’s managers are working closely with Lane 
County Public Health to prevent further spread and are following all public health 
guidelines and recommendations. ; Lane County’s daily infection numbers are not 
surging the way they did a few weeks ago, which landed us on the state’s Watch 
List. Health experts say our situation is improving a bit but there are still some 
areas of concern. Lane County now meets four of six criteria to get off the Watch 
List, with “downtrends” in Emergency Department visits; hospitalizations over the 
past 14 days; overall positive test results; and the percentage of new cases. But 
Lane County is not currently meeting state criteria for quickly tracing the source of 
infections. Also, more than one in five people last week either did not take calls 
from contact tracers or hung up when they received word they might have been 
exposed. Health officials urge you to answer the phone and stay on the phone 
with contact tracers to help them protect others. Local contact tracers will call 
from a phone number with a 682- or 681- prefix. If you are uncertain whether the 
person calling is a legitimate contact tracer, hang up, Google Lane County Public 



Health’s phone number, and call to get more information. The number is 541-682-
4041. Health experts say our ability to open schools and resume our Phase Two 
status depends on everyone working together to stop the spread of the 
coronavirus. ; New coronavirus infections in Oregon are shattering previous daily 
records. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 805 new COVID-19 
cases. The previous single-day high was 600. State health officials describe the 
rapid spread of the virus as “unprecedented,” saying it is occurring “more rapidly” 
than they expected, driven by small indoor social gatherings among family and 
friends more than at workplaces and other locations. They say it is another sign 
that Oregonians are letting their guard down as the weather turns colder and they 
are spending more time indoors. They remind you of the importance of not 
gathering or attending parties of any kind. And the emphasize taking precautions 
including wearing face coverings when outside the household and physically 
distancing at all times.” The Oregon Health Authority reports last week’s 
percentage of positive COVID-19 tests was 8.5 percent. State officials also said 
yesterday that COVID-19 has claimed five more lives in Oregon, raising the 
state’s death toll to 710. / COMMUNITY, EDUCATION, HEALTH: On Saturday 
and Sunday, researchers and students with Oregon State University and the 
University of Oregon are conducting a random study to determine the spread of 
COVID-19 here in Eugene. It is called “TRACE COMMUNITY.” The teams of 
three will fan out across the city, knocking on doors and asking whether 
households wish to participate in free voluntary random confidential testing. If you 
do, the TRACE team will not enter your home. Nor will they make any physical 
contact with residents. Instead, you and any other participating household 
members—including children—will collect your own samples while the TRACE 
team waits outside. You will use the test kit swabs to collect samples from your 
own nasal passages. Once you place the swabs back in the test kit, you leave 
them outside your front door for the waiting team. You will be mailed your results 
in five to ten days. If you have a positive test, you will be referred to Lane County 
Public Health officials for confidential contact tracing and assistance. Those who 
choose to take part will be asked to provide information such as their name and 
date of birth; fill out a simple consent form; and answer a few confidential, health-
related questions. Oregon State University teams have conducted similar efforts 
in recent months in Corvallis, Newport, Bend, and Hermiston. The random 
community sampling gives officials a better send of how widespread the virus is in 
a community and whether certain neighborhoods are seeing higher levels of 
infection. Each crew will consist of an Oregon State student, a University of 
Oregon student and a health professional. The researchers and students hope to 
collect up to 600 samples from up to 30 neighborhoods in Eugene om Saturday 
and Sunday. Again, participation is voluntary. Testing is free. Coordinators say 
sampling by TRACE teams is important because Eugene with a population of 
172,000 is home to close to of Lane County’s population of 382,000. At the same 
time neighborhoods throughout Eugene are being sampled, researchers from 
OSU and the U-of-O also will collect wastewater samples from various locations 
in Eugene and Springfield to further gauge the prevalence of the virus. / ELDERS, 
HEALTH: If you have Medicare, you have until Dec. 7 to make changes to your 
health plan and prescription drug coverage to meet your health care needs for 
2021. Medicare’s open enrollment period for 2021 benefits started Thursday, Oct. 
15. There are several changes for the 2021 plan year. They include: 29 



prescription drug plans; More than 100 Medicare Advantage (MA) plans, including 
a new Medicare Medical Savings Account MA option, available in all Oregon 
counties; Part D senior savings model for diabetic supplies; Acupuncture, 
telehealth, and other virtual services; End-stage renal disease (ESRD) patients 
can enroll in Medicare Advantage plans for 2021. Visit Medicare.gov/Plan-
Compare to find 2021 health and drug plans, compare coverage options, or 
estimate Medicare costs. For more details, check out the 2021 Medicare and You 
book at https://www.medicare.gov/Pubs/pdf/10050-Medicare-and-You.pdf or 
Medicare.gov The Oregon Senior Health Insurance Benefits Assistance (SHIBA) 
program is available to help beneficiaries understand their options. To find free, 
local Medicare counseling help, go to dcbspage.org/SHIBALOCAL or call 800-
722-4134 (toll-free) to speak to a state-certified Medicare counselor. SHIBA 
counselors can help Oregonians navigate the Medicare.gov Plan Finder tool to 
enter prescriptions and compare the cost and benefits of individual drug plans, 
provide enrollment guidance, and answer any other questions related to Medicare 
benefits. All of these services are available remotely statewide to ensure the 
safety of both clients and counselors. Find local help by calling 800-722-4134 
(toll-free) or visiting SHIBA.Oregon.gov / LOW-INCOME, HEALTH: Oregonians 
are looking for ways to protect their household budgets during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Health care needs are not always something people can predict, but 
unexpected costs for care can cripple a budget. However, a window-shopping tool 
allows Oregonians to see how much they can save on private health insurance 
coverage through the Oregon Health Insurance Marketplace. Oregonians can get 
quality coverage and financial savings through the Marketplace. The window-
shopping tool is now available at OregonHealthCare.gov/WindowShop for 
consumers to preview plan options and receive estimates to lower costs for 2021 
to prepare for open enRollment. Open enrollment runs from Nov. 1 through Dec. 
15 and is the only time of year many people can buy private health insurance. In 
2020, more than 70 percent of Oregonians who purchased individual health 
insurance qualified for financial help, lowering the average premium to just $142 
per month. Visiting OregonHealthCare.gov/WindowShop can help you answer 
these questions: What coverage do I qualify for? How much financial help can I 
get? What would my health plan cover? What are my next steps? “Health 
insurance through the Marketplace is quality coverage that protects Oregonians 
from current and future health issues,” said Chiqui Flowers, Marketplace 
administrator. “The updated tool can help Oregonians find the true cost of 
coverage available to them.” For 2021, Oregonians will have more options than 
they had in the past few years. Regence and BridgeSpan join Providence in 
providing statewide coverage, and all Oregonians will be able to choose from at 
least 15 health insurance plans. / CRIME: Eugene Police have released the name 
of the victim in Tuesday’s death investigation at a home in the 400 block of East 
46th Avenue. She is 78-year-old Florence Alvergue. The suspect in the case, 44-
year-old George Alvergue, was arrested Tuesday afternoon and charged with 
Murder. The investigation is continuing. / SAFETY: Investigators in Douglas 
County say human remains discovered in the mountains near Lake Timpanogas 
on Monday are believed those of a missing Eugene man. 37-year-old Roscoe 
Casita disappeared in early September of last year. His vehicle was located two 
days later by family members near the lake. But multiple searches failed to locate 
him. On Monday, a man visiting Timpanogas Lake contacted officials after 



discovering skeletonized remains in the forest. It is believed they are Casita’s. 
The Douglas County and Oregon State Medical Examiner’s offices are working to 
make a positive identification and determine the cause of death. Foul play is not 
suspected. / SPORTS: A late-afternoon kick-off for the Ducks and the Cardinal on 
Saturday as the Pac-12 Conference opens its seven-game, conference-only 
season. Number 12 Oregon will host Stanford at 4:30 p.m. Saturday at Eugene’s 
Autzen Stadium in a game that will be broadcast on ABC (KEZI). Oregon State 
will play later that evening, with a 7:30 p.m. kick-off against Washington State at 
Reser Stadium in Corvallis. The contest will be on FS1. / SPORTS, HEALTH: You 
know how football teams can be penalized for having too many players on the 
field? Don’t have too many players in your TV viewing room when you watch the 
Ducks and Beavers this weekend. And avoid crowding if you’re watching the 
game at your favorite restaurant or sports bar. State health experts say small 
indoor social gatherings are driving many of our new COVID-19 cases. ; Stanford 
visits 12th-ranked Oregon in the opening game of the coronavirus-shortened 
season for both teams on Saturday. Oregon has won 10 straight games at Autzen 
Stadium, the seventh longest active streak in the nation. The Ducks have won 15 
straight home openers. But Stanford has won two straight at Autzen Stadium, 
including an overtime victory in 2018:  Stanford rallied from a 24-7 halftime deficit 
to win 38-31. Oregon won last season’s meeting 21-6 in Palo Alto. ; The Pac-12, 
the final major college football conference to begin its season, gets going 
Saturday. Things kick off at 9 a.m. with Arizona State at No. 20 Southern 
California. Instead of Pac-12 after dark it’s Pac-12 for lunch. The Trojans are the 
favorites in the South Division, with each league team scheduled to play six 
games against division rivals plus one crossover game. The favorite in the North 
is No. 12 Oregon, which kicks off in primetime, in a game against Stanford at 
Autzen Stadium. Oregon State hosts Washington State at Reser Stadium in 
Corvallis. Of course, nothing is certain anywhere this season and one of the 
biggest games on the docket won’t even be played after a California player tested 
positive for COVID-19. The Golden Bears’ home game Saturday against 
Washington was canceled and will be declared a no-contest. California does not 
have the minimum number of scholarship players available as a result of the 
positive test and the need for other players to isolate under contact tracing 
protocols, the Pac-12 said in a statement. The rest of the nation’s college football 
schedule is highlighted by top-10 matchups, with No. 1 Clemson at No. 4 Notre 
Dame, and No. 8 Florida vs. No. 5 Georgia. ; The season opener between 
California and Washington has been canceled due to a positive coronavirus test 
for one of their players. The Pac-12 says Cal does not have the minimum number 
of scholarship players available for the game as a result of the positive test and 
the need for other players to isolate under contact tracing protocols. Pac-12 
guidelines require at least 53 scholarship players to be available for a game to be 
played. The conference says the game will be declared a no-contest. The Pac-12 
is kicking off its shortened season this weekend and there is no room to 
reschedule canceled games. / WILDLIFE, ENVIRONMENT: Two hypothermic, 
stranded Olive Ridley sea turtles were found on Oregon beaches within the past 
month, indicating a change in ocean conditions and the potential for more 
strandings as winter approaches. One severely emaciated, hypothermic adult 
female Olive Ridley sea turtle was spotted on a beach in Lincoln City earlier this 
week and died shortly after arriving at a marine mammal rescue facility. Her body 



temperature was 58 degrees, compared to 75 degrees, which is normal. Another 
weakened, cold-stunned female Olive Ridley sea turtle was found in early 
October on a beach in Lincoln County. It, too, died several hours later. Strandings 
this far ahead of winter are unusual along the Oregon Coast. Experts fear 
changes in ocean currents are pushing the turtles far north of their usual areas 
into colder water, preventing them from eating or navigating effectively. If you find 
a sea turtle on the beach, immediately note its location, remain nearby to observe 
it, and contact the Oregon State Police Tipline at 800-452-7888 or the Marine 
Mammal Stranding Network (MMSN) in Oregon, Washington, and California at 1-
866-767-6114. The Oregon Coast Aquarium also refers calls to these 
organizations and assists in assessment of marine animals. / FISHERIES, 
HEALTH: A federal court judge ordered the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
on Thursday to conduct an environmental assessment of genetically modified 
salmon that he said was required for the agency’s approval of the fish. But the 
judge did not vacate the FDA’s approval of the salmon for human consumption in 
the meantime, because he said the risk for near-term environmental harm is low. 
The ruling by a U.S. District Court judge in San Francisco centers on 
AquaBounty’s salmon, which are genetically modified to grow faster than normal 
salmon. In 2015, the fish became the first genetically modified animal approved 
for human consumption in the U.S. After clearing other regulatory hurdles. 
AquaBounty began growing the fish in indoor tanks at an Indiana plant last year. 
In an email Thursday, the company said the salmon are not yet being sold in the 
U.S.; it had previously said the fish could be in the market by late this year. 
AquaBounty fish are Atlantic salmon injected with DNA from other fish species 
that makes them grow faster. The salmon already has been sold in limited 
quantities in Canada, where it doesn’t have to be labeled as genetically modified, 
the company has said. To ensure the fish do not escape and breed with wild fish, 
Massachusetts-based AquaBounty says its salmon are raised in tanks and bred 
to be female and sterile. But advocacy groups maintain the company’s own tests 
have shown it’s not 100% certain the fish would be sterile, and that the risk of fish 
escaping into waters could grow if the company were to expand operations. /  
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ELECTIONS, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: Over the weekend, Joe Biden crossed 
the winning threshold of 270 Electoral College votes with a win in Pennsylvania. 
Biden used his first national address as president-elect to vow to heal a deeply 
divided nation, declaring “let this grim era of demonization in American begin to 
end here and now.” His calls for reconciliation at a Saturday evening victory 
celebration came even as President Trump continued to argue that the election 
had been stolen from him, an indication that the divisive politics that have gripped 
the U.S. over the past four years are far from over. It also suggested that even as 
Biden seeks to build out a government during his transition to the White House, 
the president has little interest in helping him do so. ; Vice president-elect Kamala 
Harris paid tribute to the women, particularly Black women, whose shoulders she 
stands on as she shatters barriers in American politics. Harris addressed the 
nation as the next vice president on Saturday. She is the first woman to be 
elected vice president in America, but she says she will not be the last. The 56-
year-old California senator is also the first Black woman and first person of Indian 
heritage elected to the vice presidency. She wore a white pantsuit on stage in 
tribute to women's suffrage. ; As he begins his transition to the presidency, Joe 
Biden is focusing on the fight against the coronavirus, which has hit the U.S. 
harder than any other. Biden today announced a task force of public health 
experts to help his administration prepare to take on the virus. He named a former 
surgeon general, Dr. Vivek Murthy, and a former Food and Drug Administration 
commissioner, David Kessler, as co-chairs of the coronavirus working group. 
Biden says dealing with the pandemic is “one of the most important battles” his 
administration will face. The U.S. is averaging more than 100,000 new infections 
a day. The death toll is soaring. Health experts hope Biden can provide a restart 
and get past political divisions that slowed the U.S. response to the virus. 
Transition team officials say Biden this week will also launch his agency review 
teams. They're the transition staffers with access to key agencies in the current 
administration to help smooth the transfer of power. / WILDLIFE, SAFETY, 
ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION: What do you do with the carcass of a 45-foot, 
8-ton whale on the beach outside Florence? Fifty years ago this week, state 
highway crews decided to blow it up using half a ton of dynamite. Officials figured 
the leftover whale bits would be small enough that seagulls and other critters 
would take care of the cleanup. The results were unintended and attracted 
worldwide attention: Massive chunks of blubber and a rain of whale gore 



launched more than a quarter mile away. One vehicle was damaged. Onlookers 
were covered with disgusting rotted whale bits and goo. Today is the 50th 
anniversary of when the whale washed up on the beach in 1970. Thursday is the 
anniversary of the explosion. It was one of the more unusual chapters in Oregon's 
coastal history and over the summer inspired the naming of the City of Florence's 
newest recreational offering: “Exploding Whale Park.” A KATU television news 
crew from Portland was among those recording the event. Reporter Paul Linnman 
and photojournalist Doug Brazil were on the scene and their video has been 
shared worldwide—especially each year as the anniversary approaches. / 
CRIME. SAFETY: Portland Police say they arrested and jailed 14 people last 
night; cited one; detained three juveniles in a stolen car; issued eight traffic 
citations; disabled two vehicles with spike strips; and towed 16 others. It came 
after hundreds of people and vehicles from Oregon, as well as some from 
Washington and California, were involved in speed racing events throughout 
Portland yesterday evening, including multiple street takeovers. It came after 
investigators learned the speed-racing events were being advertised on social 
media and organizers were inviting participants from other states. Around 8 p.m., 
Portland Police responded to reports of 400-plus vehicles gathering for speed-
racing events east of Portland Airport in a commercial and industrial district east 
of Interstate 205. Throughout the evening, Portland Police officers made 
numerous traffic stops and repeatedly prompted participants to move. During the 
event, those involved in the illegal street racing activity briefly took over the top 
deck of the Fremont Bridge, the Interstate Bridge, Sunset Highway tunnel and 
multiple intersections throughout Northeast and North Portland. At one point, 
police say there were people riding on the hoods of vehicles as they drove 
recklessly around one parking lot. While the dangerous and illegal speed racing 
events have been a problem for years in Portland, especially on Sunday 
evenings, Portland Police say that participants and spectators have been more 
aggressive during recent incidents. Police say there has been an uptick in street 
takeovers, where participants block traffic to perform stunts. Additionally, officers 
say they have noticed a more aggressive response to police, including items 
thrown at officers. / HEALTH: New coronavirus infections in Oregon continue to 
shatter daily records. The Oregon Health Authority on Saturday reported 988 new 
COVID cases and 874 on Sunday. The previous single-day high was 805 on 
Thursday. Those numbers took Oregon above 50,000 cases (50,399) for the 
pandemic. Lane County Public Health’s website listed a combined 117 new 
confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID over the weekend—69 on Saturday 
and 48 on Sunday. The web site noted on Sunday that 256 local residents remain 
infectious, 23 of whom are hospitalized. There also were 14 new deaths reported 
over the weekend, one of them in Lane County. State health officials say he was 
a 79-year-old man in Lane County who tested positive on October 5 and died on 
October 19 at his residence. He had underlying conditions. It brings our local 
death toll to 29. On Friday, state officials announced new restrictions that will be 
implemented on Wednesday in at least five of the state’s counties as part of a 
two-week pause on social activities. These pause measures affect Multnomah, 
Marion, Jackson, Umatilla, and Malheur counties—which have seen some of the 
largest per-capita surges and whose officials have had a tough time tracing the 
source of infections. The updated safety measures include halting visitations to 
long-term care facilities, reducing the capacity of indoor dining at restaurants to 



50 people, encouraging all business to mandate work from home, and urging 
Oregonians not to gather with people who do not live in their household, but if 
they do to limit it to six people. Lane County is NOT affected by the new 
restrictions. But state health officials warned on Friday that if Oregonians do not 
stop the spread—and infection and death numbers continue to soar—further 
closures are imminent. As Dr. Dean Sidelinger (SIDE’-leeng-ur) with the Oregon 
Health Authority said, if “we don’t do it now, we’ll have to do it again and again.” 
Leaders of the Oregon Health Authority late last week described the rapid spread 
of the virus as “unprecedented,” saying it is occurring “more rapidly” than they 
expected, driven by small indoor social gatherings among family and friends even 
more than at workplaces and other locations. They say it is another sign that 
Oregonians are letting their guard down as the weather turns colder and they are 
spending more time indoors. They remind you of the importance of not gathering 
or attending parties of any kind. And they emphasize taking precautions including 
wearing face coverings when outside the household and physically distancing at 
all times. Oregon’s totals come as the U.S. set another record for the daily 
number of coronavirus cases Saturday, reporting more than 126,000 positive 
cases and more than 1,000 deaths. The United States is expected to log its 10 
millionth case of the virus later today. More than 237,000 Americans (237,584) 
have died from COVID. The U.S. has about four percent of the world’s population 
but accounts for close to 20 percent of all reported cases. The global COVID total 
hit a sobering new mark over the weekend: more than 50 million positive cases 
worldwide since the pandemic began. Johns Hopkins University’s coronavirus 
tracker reported more than 50.2 million COVID-19 cases globally as of Sunday. 
There have been more than 1.2 million deaths from the disease worldwide since 
the pandemic started. ; Officials with pharmaceutical giant Pfizer said this morning 
that an early look at the data on its coronavirus vaccine suggests the shots may 
be a 90 percent effective at preventing COVID-19. That robust number puts the 
company on track to apply later this month for emergency-use approval from the 
Food and Drug Administration. The announcement was a rare and major piece of 
encouraging news in the battle against the virus that has killed more than 1.2 
million people worldwide, including almost a quarter-million in the U.S. alone. But 
while it is an encouraging sign of progress, today’s announcement doesn't mean 
a vaccine is imminent. Authorities have stressed it’s unlikely any vaccine will 
arrive much before the end of the year, and initial supplies will be rationed. The 
coronavirus shots, made by Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech, are among 
10 possible vaccine candidates in late-stage testing around the world — four of 
them so far in huge studies in the U.S. Another U.S. company, Moderna Inc., also 
has said it hopes to be able to file an application with the FDA later this month. 
Pharmaceutical companies and various countries are in a global race to develop 
a vaccine against the virus. Earlier this year, Dr. Anthony Fauci, the government’s 
top infectious-disease expert, said he would be happy with a COVID-19 vaccine 
that was 60 percent effective. Scientists have warned for months that any COVID-
19 shot may be only as good as flu vaccines, which are about 50 percent effective 
and require yearly shots. / SPORTS: Tyler Shough (say: shuck) picked up where 
Justin Herbert left off, throwing for 227 yards and a touchdown and running for 
another score to lead No. 12 Oregon to a 35-14 victory over short-handed 
Stanford on Saturday night in the opener for both teams. Shough completed 17 of 
26 passes with one interception and ran for 85 yards. Stanford was hurt before 



game even kicked off when it was announced that starting quarterback Davis 
Mills was unavailable because of COVID. Receiver Connor Wedington and 
defensive end Trey LaBounty were also listed as unavailable because of COVID 
testing results and contact tracing protocols. Stanford did not specify whether the 
players had tested positive. Oregon moved up to Number 11 in the Associated 
Press’ sportswriters’ poll and Number 12 in the USA Today coaches’ poll. The 
Ducks visit Washington State on Saturday at 4 p.m. for a prime-time conference 
match-up on FOX that will be carried locally by KLSR. Oregon defeated the 
Cougars last season at Autzen Stadium, but Washington State won the four 
previous meetings. ; Washington State defeated Oregon State 38-28 in Corvallis 
on Saturday in the Pac-12 opener for both schools. Tristan Gebbia passed for 
329 yards and a touchdown, and Jermar Jefferson ran for 120 yards and three 
scores, but it wasn’t enough for the Beavers, who haven’t had a winning season 
since 2013. The Beavers meet Washington on Saturday in Seattle at 8:00 p.m. in 
a game being broadcast on FS1. ; The Los Angeles Chargers suffered another 
heartbreaking loss yesterday, this time at the hands of the Las Vegas Raiders. 
Justin Herbert’s pass to Donald Parham Jr. for a 4-yard touchdown on the final 
play of the game was overturned after a replay review, and Las Vegas held on to 
beat LA 31-26. Herbert was 26 of 42 for 326 yards and two touchdowns for the 
Chargers, who have lost six games, all by seven points or less. Herbert's 
apparent touchdown pass to Parham was overturned when it was determined the 
tight end did not maintain possession throughout the catch. The Chargers have 
lost all six of those games by a combined margin of 24 points. ; Jake Luton’s first 
NFL start won’t be his last. The Jacksonville Jaguars don’t think it will be his best, 
either. The sixth-round draft pick from Oregon State could end up supplanting 
Gardner Minshew for the rest of the season. Coach Doug Marrone certainly liked 
what he saw from the rookie in a 27-25 loss to Houston on Sunday. Luton 
completed 26 of 38 passes for 304 yards, including a perfectly placed, 73-yard 
touchdown pass to DJ Chark on the game’s opening possession. His strong arm 
was evident. His athleticism was surprising. / SPORTS, HEALTH: It was a 
challenging opening weekend for the Pac-12 Conference as two of the six games 
were canceled because of positive COVID tests. The season opener between 
California and Washington was called off due to a positive coronavirus test for 
one Cal’s players, who no longer had the minimum number of scholarship 
athletes available for the game because a number of other players needed to 
isolate. The season opener between Utah and Arizona in Salt Lake City also was 
canceled following a request from the Utes due to what the Pac-12 said were a 
number of COVID cases among Utah players. In both instances, the games were 
declared a “no-contest” because during the Pac-12’s shortened seven-weekend 
season there is no room to reschedule canceled games. / RACIAL JUSTICE, 
CIVIL RIGHTS, SAFETY: Citing a weekend of mostly peaceful protests and 
demonstrations, Oregon Gov. Kate Brown has rescinded an executive order that 
put state troopers, sheriff’s deputies and police under a unified command 
structure in Portland to handle election-related unrest. Brown cited a weekend of 
mostly peaceful protests and demonstrations in her Sunday announcement. The 
order had authorized the use of the Oregon National Guard to help local law 
enforcement if necessary. After election polls closed on Nov. 3, protesters in 
Portland had smashed windows at businesses and hurled objects at officers. 
Police arrested at least 10 people. ; At the same time Portland Police were 



dealing with a massive illegal street racing event last night, officers were 
responding to a political march that turned violent in east Portland. They arrested 
three people after the marchers gathered outside the Multnomah County 
Democrats’ building, broke several windows, and began tagging the building with 
graffiti. ; Police declared a Salem protest an “unlawful gathering” on Saturday 
after members of a pro-Trump rally briefly clashed with counter-protesters in 
Salem. They arrested four people. Investigators say it happened as people began 
to gather after the announcement that Joe Biden was the projected winner of the 
presidential election. The larger group, whose organizers called it a "Stop the 
Steal" rally, marched from a nearby park to the state Capitol building where they 
were met by counter-protesters. Oregon State Police released a statement later in 
the day saying they were "aware of other criminal behavior" that they will continue 
to investigate. / CRIME: Ever been in heavy traffic on a freeway when someone 
comes racing up on your rear bumper, trying to get you to move out of their way? 
It happened Saturday morning in east Portland. A pack of traffic was moving west 
on Interstate 84 when the driver of an orange Scion came up behind a vehicle in 
the fast lane. When that didn’t happen immediately, the driver of the Scion looked 
for another way around. But there was a car nearby in the middle lane, so he did 
what a lot of jerks do: He whipped across two lanes to the far right, floored it 
around the other vehicles, and swerved back into the fast lane and sped off. Bad 
news from him: The vehicle in the middle lane was an unmarked Portland Police 
car. The officer accelerated to catch the driver but when his own speedometer hit 
118 miles per hour decided to activate his emergency lights and sirens, which 
prompted the speedball to pull over. He’s 22 years old, was arrested, and spent 
some time this weekend at the Multnomah County Jail for Reckless Driving. / 
WILDLIFE, CRIME: In Douglas County and in Central Oregon, Oregon State 
Police Fish and Wildlife Troopers are asking for your tips as they investigate 
cases of elk that were shot and left to waste. In the Douglas County case, a 6x6 
bull elk was shot and left to waste in the 3000 block of Reuben Road on the 
outskirts of Glendale sometime late Thursday night. Investigators say the bull was 
shot and killed by small-caliber rifle. Residents reported seeing a full-sized white 
Chevy crew cab pickup with a white canopy in the area. It is estimated to be 
around the 2014 – 2015 model year. A cash reward amount is pending in addition 
to the preference point/cash option listed below. If you have any information, 
contact the Oregon State Police Southern Command Center at 1-800-442-2068 
or *OSP and leave information for Trooper Aaron Baimbridge. You can also 
contact the TIP Hotline or email. In Central Oregon, Oregon State Police are 
seeking leads as they investigate three elk shot and left them to waste near 
Highway 126 and Quail Tree Drive in the Dry Canyon area east of Sisters. 
Investigators determined all three elk were most likely shot on opening day of the 
East Central Cascade elk season (Wednesday, October 28 through Sunday, 
November 1, 2020). All three elk were located in fairly close proximity. One 
mature bull elk had the head and antlers removed and only the two front 
shoulders salvaged.   A spike bull elk and cow elk were shot and left to waste 
approximately 40 yards apart. Anyone with information on this incident is 
encouraged to contact the Oregon State Police TIP number at 1-800-452-7888 or 
*OSP and leave information for Senior Trooper Creed Cummings. / 
COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT: Lane County and the cities of 
Eugene and Springfield today begin their annual leaf pick-ups. Eugene and Lane 



County allow residents to pile leaves in the street, while Springfield only allows 
bagged leaves to be set out for collection. Leaves are the only items collected. 
Piles with branches, pine needles, trash, grass and other lawn debris are not 
accepted and will not be collected. Removing slippery leaves from streets and 
sidewalks makes travel safer for people walking, biking and driving. It also clears 
catch basins, grates and gutters, allowing stormwater to run off—preventing street 
flooding. EUGENE: The City of Eugene’s leaf collection and delivery program 
begins today (Nov. 9). Crews begin in the heart of town, then will break into three 
groups to focus on different sections of the city in the coming weeks. A second 
round begins January 4. People should place their leaves in the street the 
weekend before crews are scheduled to be in their neighborhood. Make sure your 
leaf piles do not block streets, bicycle lanes, sidewalks, or gutters and storm 
drains. Eugene’s leaf pick-up website includes a map that shows where crews will 
be each week. If you need leaves for mulch, you can even go online to order leaf 
deliveries. The webpage also allows residents to report hazards such as leaves in 
a bike lane. LANE COUNTY: Lane County Public Works begins its annual leaf 
pick-up today (Nov. 9), as well. The County collects leaves in two rounds in two 
general areas: Santa Clara north of Beltline Highway and in several locations just 
outside the Springfield city limits. Lane County crews may be working in some 
zones prior to official collection dates if time allows; however, crews will return to 
those zones, as scheduled. SPRINGFIELD: In Springfield, leaves are collected in 
two rounds in two areas -- the west and east sides of town with 28th Street / 31st 
Street serving as the dividing line. The first round of Springfield’s leaf collection 
starts November 30 west of 28th Street / 31st Street, then December 7 east of 
28th Street / 31st Street. The second round starts January 11 west of 28th Street 
/ 31st Street, then January 18 east of 28th Street/31st Street. Sanipac is 
contracted to pick up, haul, and recycle bagged leaves for residents within the city 
limits. Leaves must be put in medium-sized bags that contain only leaves. Bags 
containing other yard debris cannot be used for compost and will not be picked 
up. Bags need to be placed curbside, not in the street, by 7:00 a.m. on Monday of 
the scheduled week for collection in that area. Not all bags will be picked up first 
thing Monday; it may take several days. Additionally, severe weather may cause 
delays. Landscaping, yard maintenance companies, property management 
companies and residents are not allowed to blow or rake leaves into the streets. / 
ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, SAFETY: They say there is no immediate danger to 
people or aquatic life. But a new report from the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality identifies hundreds of toxic chemicals in samples taken 
from 16 rivers and creeks in the Willamette River Basin. Officials say the 
summary provides a better understanding of where discharges, runoff and other 
activities might be affecting water quality. The DEQ’s Willamette River Basin 
Water Toxics Summary, released Thursday, details the results of water quality, 
sediment and tissue sampling conducted in 2016. The study did not find evidence 
of toxins that pose an immediate risk to human health or the environment. 
Officials note that as population, agriculture and industry have increased in the 
Willamette River Basin, the state has increased its sampling to include river and 
creek sediment as well as water—and expanded the number of collection sites. In 
2015, DEQ released a survey of all of Oregon’s water basins, showing toxic 
chemicals ranging from pesticides to metals present in every basin. Some had 
levels above state criteria or benchmarks for human health and aquatic life. In 



2016, DEQ conducted additional sampling across the Willamette River Basin. It 
tested for 460 chemicals, of which 318 were detected. They included current-use 
and legacy pesticides; consumer-use products; combustion by-products; dioxins 
and furans; flame retardants; industrial chemicals; PCBs; and metals. Among the 
report’s findings: DEQ detected 152 chemicals in sediment collected at a 
stormwater outfall near Maurie Jacobs Park in Eugene. Concentrations of DDT in 
sediment exceeded the benchmark at every sampling location in the Mid-
Willamette Sub-Basin. DDT is banned in the United States but is used elsewhere 
in the world. Mercury found in crayfish in the river near Marion Street in Salem 
and near the St. John’s Bridge in Portland exceeded DEQ’s human health 
criterion. Evidence of the pesticide diuron was found in every sub-basin of the 
Willamette. Diuron is an herbicide used to control weeds and mosses. DEQ 
officials say it is safe to swim in the Willamette River and that they issue fish 
advisories about when it is safe to eat fish. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: Forecasters with the National 
Weather Service say a deepening low-pressure system has the potential to 
produce hazardous weather across northwest Oregon later this week. Details in 
the strength and timing of this system might change over the next few days, but 
forecasters warn the storm will be capable of producing strong winds along the 
coast and inland on Friday. These winds could down trees, disrupt power, 
challenge drivers of large vehicles, and possibly damage or move unsecured 
property. Additionally, very high, powerful surf is expected along the Oregon 
Coast that could cause strong rip currents, dangerous sneaker waves, beach 
erosion, and move large logs. This surf, paired with high tides, might also result in 
coastal flooding with ocean water possibly spilling onto portions of some coastal 
highways and roads, and into low-lying areas near the beaches. Heavy rain and 
Cascade mountain snow is also expected with this storm. The rain does not look 
particularly hazardous at this time, but heavy snow or blowing snow may result in 
dangerous driving across the passes. Because there is uncertainty in the details 
of the wind, surf, and precipitation, the forecast is likely to change in coming days. 
/ HEALTH: Lane County’s pandemic-related death toll soared over the weekend. 
Public health officials yesterday say they were notified of four new deaths, along 
with a combined 105 confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday. The coronavirus-related deaths include two people who 
died on Friday—an 80-year-old woman and an 84-year-old man—along with a 50-
year-old man who died on Saturday. All three lived in the Eugene-Springfield 
area. All were hospitalized prior to their deaths. Additionally, officials offered more 
detail on the October 19 death of a Eugene-Springfield man. His death was 
added to Lane County’s pandemic tally after a review of vital records that tied his 
condition to COVID. This brings the local death toll from the coronavirus to 32. 
Local health officials say 244 people remain infectious. Sixteen of those patients 
are hospitalized, with six of those in intensive-care unit beds. Another 565 people 
are being monitored after possible exposure to someone who tested positive for 
the virus. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday morning reported 723 new 
confirmed or presumptive cases of COVID. Yesterday, the United States recorded 
its ten-(m)millionth case of coronavirus as infection numbers soar across the 
country. This morning, the total stands at more than 10.1 million with more than 
238,000 deaths since the pandemic began. / BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, 
HEALTH: On Friday, state officials announced new restrictions that will be 



implemented on Wednesday in a number of Oregon counties as part of a two-
week pause on social activities. On Monday, four additional counties were added 
to the list. The counties include the three that contain the Portland metropolitan 
area, as well as Marion and Jackson counties on the west side of the Cascades 
and four Eastern Oregon counties. All have seen some of the largest per-capita 
surges in COVID cases and whose officials have had a tough time tracing the 
source of many new infections. For those nine counties, the updated safety 
measures include halting visitations to long-term care facilities; reducing the 
capacity of indoor dining at restaurants to 50 people; encouraging all business to 
mandate work from home; and urging Oregonians not to gather with people who 
do not live in their household—but if they do, to limit it to six people. The pause 
measures take effect tomorrow and continue through November 25. Lane County 
is NOT affected by the new restrictions. But state health officials warned on 
Friday that if Oregonians do not stop the spread—and if infection and death 
numbers continue to soar—further closures are imminent. As Dr. Dean Sidelinger 
with the Oregon Health Authority said on Friday: If, quote, “we don’t do it now, 
we’ll have to do it again and again.” Leaders of the Oregon Health Authority late 
last week described the rapid spread of the virus as “unprecedented,” saying it is 
occurring “more rapidly” than they expected, driven by small indoor social 
gatherings among family and friends even more than at workplaces and other 
locations. They say it is another sign that Oregonians are letting their guard down 
as the weather turns colder and they are spending more time indoors. They 
remind you of the importance of not gathering or attending parties of any kind. 
And they emphasize taking precautions including wearing face coverings when 
outside the household and physically distancing at all times. / GOVERNMENT, 
LOW-INCOME, HOUSING, HEALTH: Members of the Legislative Emergency 
Board on Monday approved more than $128-million to assist Oregonians 
impacted by the pandemic. Officials say $35 million of that will go to what’s known 
as Project Turnkey, to support the acquisition, retrofitting and potential operation 
of hotel and motel properties as emergency shelters for the unhoused during the 
pandemic. The funding is in addition to $30 million approved last month by the 
Emergency Board to begin Project Turnkey in wildfire-affected areas. Other E-
Board funding includes $45 million for Childcare Provider Assistance, to support 
childcare providers facing economic and operational challenges during the 
pandemic. Another $20 million is going to the Oregon Community Foundation for 
the Oregon Worker Relief Fund, which makes additional payments to workers 
who are ineligible for wage replacement payments from traditional unemployment 
insurance programs. It is the third such grant for that program. Officials say $20 
million to provide additional financial assistance to small businesses, on top of 
$25.6 million approved in July. Five million dollars will help long-term care 
providers pay for routine COVID-19 staff testing, with $2.4 million for one-time 
baseline testing of long-term care facility staff and residents. And $1 million is 
being set aside to support victims of domestic and sexual violence. Analysts say 
the pandemic has led to increased domestic and sexual violence. This is in 
addition to $2 million set aside to domestic and sexual violence survivors in April. 
/ TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: A safe Thanksgiving during a pandemic is 
possible, but health experts know their advice is as tough to swallow as dry 
turkey: Stay home. Don’t travel. If you must gather, do it outdoors. With a fall 
surge of coronavirus infections gripping the U.S., many Americans are forgoing 



tradition and getting creative with celebrations. On Monday, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention updated its holiday guidance, noting the virus 
crisis is worsening and that small household gatherings are “an important 
contributor.” The CDC said older adults and others at heightened risk of severe 
illness should avoid gathering with people outside their households. Experts point 
to Canada, where Thanksgiving was celebrated Oct. 12. Clusters of cases tied to 
family gatherings followed. There’s no need to cancel the holiday. Spending time 
with loved ones is important for health, too. But because the coronavirus spreads 
more easily when people are crowded together inside, experts encourage new 
outdoor traditions such as hiking as a family. Guest lists for indoor feasts should 
be small enough so people can sit six feet apart while unmasked and eating. 
Open the windows to keep air circulating. The more people who attend a 
gathering, the greater the chances that someone in the party will be carrying the 
virus, even someone that you know and love. Some families and friends plan 
simultaneous dinners in different homes, linked online or through group phone or 
video calls. Others are considering a pre-family quarantine of their extended 
Thanksgiving group. If you are thinking of doing that, the day to begin your pre-
Thanksgiving quarantine is this Friday, November 13. A strict quarantine would 
mean no grocery shopping, no working outside the home and no in-person school 
for 14 days. What about testing? The best day to test would be as close to Turkey 
Day as possible while still leaving enough time to get results. But a test might not 
catch a still brewing infection so the best plan is the quarantine for two weeks — 
the time it can take for symptoms to show up. / EDUCATION: She’s spent more 
than three decades working in education—the past five as superintendent of the 
Bethel Public Schools. But Chris Parra says she’s going to retire at the end of the 
school year. Parra shared the news at last night’s Bethel School Board meeting. 
During her years in the Bethel district, Parra served as a middle and elementary 
school teacher, elementary and middle school principal, Special Services 
Director, Human Resources Director, Bethel’s Director of Teaching and Learning, 
and Assistant Superintendent. When she was named superintendent, Chris Parra 
not only became the seventh person to hold the top job with the Bethel Schools 
but the first woman to be the district’s leader. Officials and colleagues say Parra 
was instrumental in the expanding the district’s early childhood and parent 
education opportunities and has worked to improve academic achievement for all 
students. Members of the Bethel School Board will form a search committee and 
seek candidates both inside and outside the district. A timeline for hiring Parra’s 
replacement will be set at a future meeting. / SPORTS: Always great when three 
years of hard work as a walk-on is rewarded with a scholarship spot last week 
and Pac-12 honors this week. Plus, he's a Sheldon High School grad. 
Congratulations to Oregon Football’s Ryan Walk. The junior was named the Pac-
12 Offensive Lineman of the Week for his work during the Ducks’ game against 
Stanford. Walk split between right and left guard on 58 plays Saturday at Autzen 
Stadium. He currently is the top-graded Pac-12 Conference offensive lineman 
and the No. 1 rated guard in the country. / GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION, 
DEVELOPMENT: It is not intended to be Eugene’s new City Hall, but for three 
years it will provide a temporary home. Officials with the City of Eugene yesterday 
announced that they have reached a deal to lease space in Lane Community 
College’s downtown center. Officials say later this year, many city offices 
scattered across town will consolidate in the LCC Downtown location at 10th and 



Olive Streets, which already hosts LCC classes and some Eugene School District 
4J offices. Lane’s downtown center will become home to an interim Eugene City 
Council chamber and work session space for Council meetings; Mayor and City 
Councilor offices; the City Manager’s Office; City Attorney offices; and the Office 
of Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement. The offices and workspaces will 
occupy portions of the building’s ground, second and third floors. Eugene officials 
say the space is not designed to be a permanent City Hall. But they hope the 
three-year lease will provide interim space until a future City Hall is funded and 
takes shape at the park blocks. LCC’s downtown center was developed in 2011 in 
partnership with the city and with $8 million in Urban Renewal funding. / CRIME: 
Eugene Police say the suspect in Wednesday morning’s stabbing along the 
riverfront bike path off Club Road that sent a man to the hospital has turned 
himself in. 34-year-old Delmare James Monical was arrested and jailed on 
charges of First-, Second-, and Fourth-Degree Assault, and Unlawful Use of a 
Weapon. Investigators say the stabbing occurred near a tent located off the bike 
path. ; Eugene Police say a man who early Thursday morning threatened an 
officer with a knife faces multiple charges, including Elude by Vehicle, Disorderly 
Conduct, Interfering with Police, and Resisting Arrest. The incident occurred when 
police responded to a reported dispute involving a man and a woman at an 
apartment complex on the 2700 block of Oak Street. Investigators say 27-year-old 
Kyle Irvin Wayne Jones ignored the officer’s commands and instead fled in a 
vehicle at a high rate of speed and without headlights. The officer said Jones 
returned a short time later with both his hands shoved behind him in the back of 
his waistband. When commanded to put his hands up, the officer said Jones 
would do so briefly, then drop his hands back toward his waistband, where there 
was a fixed-blade sheath. Jones also allegedly ignored the officer’s commands, 
walked back toward the apartment complex, where he yelled that he had a knife 
and for police to shoot him. Another officer arrived and used a less-than-lethal 
sponge round which struck Jones in the stomach but had only modest effect. As 
Jones turned to run to his vehicle, the first officer said they deployed a Taser, 
which had no visible effect. Jones allegedly ran into as alley where multiple 
officers gave chase. One officer was able to tackle Jones and he was taken into 
custody with the help of several officers, but he allegedly continued to spit at them 
and struggle and banged his head repeatedly on a partition in the back of a patrol 
vehicle. Jones was evaluated first at the hospital, then at the jail. / WILDLIFE, 
GOVERNMENT: Wildlife advocates and environmental groups are challenging 
the removal of federal protections for gray wolves across most of the U.S. Two 
coalitions of groups have filed notice that they plan to sue the U.S. Interior 
Department in federal court unless protections are restored. The Trump 
administration last week ended longstanding federal safeguards for gray wolves 
in the Lower 48 states. That put states and tribes in charge of overseeing the 
predators and opens the door to more hunting. Gray wolves have recovered from 
near extinction in parts of the country but remain absent from much of their 
historical range. Colorado wildlife officials plan to reintroduce wolves in coming 
years. /  
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HEALTH: Lane County Public Health was notified of 44 new confirmed and 
presumptive cases of COVID-19 on Tuesday. Officials say 251 people remain 
infectious. Eleven patients are hospitalized—six of them in intensive care. The 
local death toll stands at 32. Health experts say 251 people are considered 
infectious. Another 578 are being monitored and are quarantining because they 
might have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for the 
coronavirus. But county officials say the number of people under monitoring—
578—is low because they are aware of more than 100 others who have not yet 
been officially added to the total. Public health spokesman Jason Davis said 
yesterday the county is monitoring 81 active outbreaks affecting 572 individuals. 
While outbreaks among college-age individuals still account for two of every five 
cases, Davis says those numbers are slowly falling. But he says the outbreaks 
tied to workplaces are up a bit, as are those in long-term care facilities. There are 
three social outbreaks associated with Halloween parties. Because those parties 
had a large number of attendees, public health officials are expecting those case 
numbers to grow. Health investigators say those were not just parties involving 
college-age individuals. They say some of the parties tied to recent COVID cases 
were ones where adults were present and were not engaging in proper physical 
distancing and not wearing masks. One new workplace outbreak this week affects 
five people—both initial and secondary cases, including household contacts—at 
Rosboro Sawmill in Springfield. On Tuesday, Lane County’s COVID-19 case 
counts stood at 506 cases for the past seven days. That end up a bit from the 
previous seven days. There was also a slight increase in the number of sporadic 
cases, which are cases where officials have been unable to tie someone’s illness 
to a known outbreak. If there’s a bit of good news, it’s that more people are 
answering the phone and staying on the line when contact tracers call. After 
climbing in recent weeks, what is known as the “non-compliance” rate is down to 
13 percent. It comes as health officials remind you that there should be no stigma 
associated with catching the coronavirus: it is widespread this month in our 
communities. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday morning reported 771 new 
confirmed or presumptive COVID cases and three new deaths. It came as the 
governor and state health officials warned of capacity challenges facing hospitals 
as COVID-19 case counts continue to spike. On Tuesday, the Oregon Health 
Authority reported a record 285 COVID-19 patients hospitalized — a 57 percent 
increase in the past week and an 83 percent increase over the past four weeks. 



By one measurement, Oregon now has the fourth-highest rate of COVID 
transmission in the U.S. Health officials say if hospitals do reach capacity, 
facilities could manage things short-term by postponing elective procedures; 
using hospital beds or wings that are currently unused; adding staffing to their 
inpatient units; or sending patients to other hospitals, both in-state and in other 
states where there is availability. Officials warn it could take weeks of added 
vigilance to reverse the trend because infections tied to Halloween parties and 
other social gatherings along with workplace infections and those in long-term 
care facilities are continuing to rise. The United States now has 10.2 million cases 
of the coronavirus, according to numbers compiled by Johns Hopkins University. 
One million of those cases came during the first ten days of November. Later 
today, the U.S. will tally its 240,000th death. You do not need to provide 
insurance or financial information, just basic contact information. Lane County 
Public Health will have between 500 and 600 doses of the flu vaccine available 
and will provide them, free of charge until the supply runs out. ; Free COVID 
testing comes to Florence this Saturday, November 14. Lane County Public 
Health is hosting a free testing opportunity from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm. at 
Florence Food Share, which is located at 2190 Spruce Street. It is part of an effort 
to determine the spread of the virus in outlying communities. The testing is free, 
regardless of your insurance status. But please take your insurance card if you 
have one. Lane County Public Health can receive reimbursement from insurers 
that helps pay for future testing. ; Lane County Public Health is holding a free flu 
shot clinic next Tuesday, November 17, at the Lane County Fairgrounds. This 
drive-through event is intended for those who have difficulties in scheduling flu 
vaccine appointments because of their work life, those who have no primary care 
provider, and those who are low-income without insurance and cannot otherwise 
pay for a flu vaccine. / SAFETY: Fast work by Eugene-Springfield Fire crews 
prevented a major house fire overnight. Officials say responders were able to 
quickly douse a blaze that started with a car fire in the 2400 block of Harris Street 
and began to spread to a nearby two-story home. Crews quickly stopped the 
flames, limiting damage to small portions of the building’s exterior and attic. No 
residents or firefighters were injured. The cause of the car fire is being 
investigated. / VETERANS: Our local American Legion Post #40 and the City of 
Springfield at holding an online Veterans Day Celebration at 11 a.m. The 
ceremony will be streamed on the American Legion Post #40 Facebook page. 
Springfield City Council President Joe Pishioneri will provide remarks and 
Musician Tom Schwetz will lead everyone the National Anthem. The virtual event 
will be emceed and hosted by American Legion Post #40 Commander Nick 
Gillaspie. Limited space in-person space is available at American Legion Post 
#40, located at 344 8th Street in Springfield. Face masks and physical distancing 
must be observed. ; The State of Oregon is hosting a Virtual Statewide Veterans 
Day Celebration. It will feature remarks by state and VA officials and others. Miss 
Oregon USA 2020, Katerina Villegas, will sing the National Anthem. The event 
begins at 11 a.m. on the Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs Facebook page. 
; Douglas County’s annual Veterans Day Parade is being held as a “reverse 
parade” this year. It takes place beginning at 11 a.m. at the Douglas County 
Fairgrounds in Roseburg. In a reverse parade, you drive past stationary floats and 
displays in your vehicle. Admission is free. In Linn County, the annual 2020 
Albany Veterans Day parade was canceled because of the pandemic, but small 



reverse parades are being planned in some parts of town. ; The Oregon Air 
National Guard is conducting Veterans Day flyovers for ceremonies at several 
locations throughout the state. Members of the 142nd Wing out of Portland’s Air 
National Guard Base will pilot their F-15 Eagle fighter jets over the Douglas 
County Fairgrounds in Roseburg at 11 a.m. Then they’ll head north and be over 
Albany at 11:15 a.m. All passes will be approximately 1,000 feet above ground 
level and at about 400 miles per hour airspeed. Flights could be canceled or flight 
times changed due to inclement weather or operational considerations. The 
Portland Air National Guard Base employs 1,500 Airmen who provide an 
economic impact of nearly $500 million to the region. The 142nd Wing guards 
Pacific Northwest skies from northern California to the Canadian border as part of 
Air Combat Command and the North American Aerospace Defense Command 
(NORAD). / SPORTS: The Oregon women’s basketball team will open its 2020-
21 season as the Number 10-ranked team in the nation. That’s according to the 
Associated Press’ preseason top-25 poll. The Ducks have now been ranked in 
the AP “Top 25” for 60 straight polls, the eighth-longest active streak in the nation. 
That includes 59 consecutive top-10 rankings, with just one week where Oregon 
was ranked Number 11. Last year, the Duck women were ranked Number 1 in the 
AP pre-season poll. They went on to win the Pac-12 title, but the NCAA 
tournament was canceled by the pandemic. Oregon is one of four Pac-12 teams 
in the preseason top-10, along with No. 2 Stanford, No. 7 Arizona and No. 9 
UCLA. Oregon State gives the conference five teams in the top-25 at No. 18. / 
COMMUNITY, YOUTH, SPORTS, HEALTH: There’s a new push to finish Phase 
One of Civic Park—that new recreation facility on the former site of Civic Stadium. 
The complex includes the Kidsports fieldhouse and a multi-sport playing field. 
Leaders of the Eugene Civic Alliance say they have received a $1 million 
challenge grant from the McKenzie Oaks Ranch Fund of Oregon Community 
Foundation. The fund will match $1 for every $2 raised through the end of the 
year, up to $1 million dollars. That means the Eugene Civic Alliance needs to 
raise $2 million to receive the full $1 million match. Civic Park opened earlier this 
year to provide a place to stay active while maintaining proper physical 
distancing, face masks, and other precautions. The outdoor multi-sport field is 
being used for sports and other activities allowed under state guidelines. Emerald 
Kidsports is offering activity-based P.E. Fusion classes four days a week to 
children in Grades 1-5 as well as volleyball and basketball activities indoors. 
There also are weekly outdoor youth flag football and soccer activities. Learn 
more about the project and contribute to the challenge match at 
eugenecivicalliance.org or call 541-525-6601. Contributions also may be sent to 
the Eugene Civic Alliance, 2077 South Willamette Street, Eugene, OR 97405. / 
DISASTERS, HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT: Monday, November 16, is the 
deadline for those affected by the Holiday Farm Fire to register for assistance 
from FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency. FEMA’s Individual 
Assistance Program provides those who are eligible with help in covering the cost 
of key expenses and other serious needs that cannot be met through insurance or 
other forms of assistance. This might include rental assistance; lodging expense 
reimbursement; home repair or replacement; personal property replacement; as 
well as moving and storage expenses. Lane County Emergency Manager 
Patence Winningham encourages everyone affected by the fire to register, even if 
you have insurance. Doing so means you remain eligible for FEMA aid that your 



own insurance might not cover. She adds that if you are uninsured, you should 
register because FEMA assistance is considered a critical safety net for wildfire 
survivors. Registrations must be submitted at www.disasterassistance.gov or by 
calling 1-800-621-3362. Again, the deadline is Monday, November 16. Residents 
who submit their information to FEMA will then receive a letter detailing any 
assistance for which they are eligible. Homeowners and renters who register for 
FEMA disaster assistance should stay in touch with FEMA to ensure the process 
stays on track. Let FEMA know as soon as possible of any changes to your 
contact information or banking information: FEMA disaster assistance checks 
cannot be forwarded. If you register with FEMA, you may update your contact 
information online at DisasterAssistance.gov, by downloading the FEMA app or 
by calling 800-621-3362 or (TTY: 800-462-7585). Should you receive a denial 
letter, you are encouraged to contact FEMA to determine what information might 
be missing from your registration. There is a process for appealing denials of 
assistance. ; Oregon’s state Insurance Commissioner is hosting a second 
statewide online Wildfire Insurance Town Hall on Thursday (Nov. 12), at 11 a.m. 
Andrew Stolfi will be joined by representatives from the Oregon Division of 
Financial Regulation to answer questions about wildfire insurance, the claims 
process, and how the division can help Oregonians. A representative from the 
Federal Emergency Management Association will also be available to answer 
questions about the importance of having flood insurance after a wildfire. 
Oregonians can submit questions before the town hall. The commissioner and 
division representatives will answer as many questions as possible during the 
event. The town hall will be recorded and captioned in both English and Spanish 
for people who have difficulty hearing, as well as many of those who are not 
native English speakers. That recording will be made available as soon as the 
captioning is complete. Last month’s town hall may be viewed on the Oregon 
Division of Financial Regulation’s webpage. Go to dfr.oregon.gov The site, 
available in English and Spanish, has resources and contact information to help 
answer many wildfire insurance questions. / BUSINESS, SAFETY, LATINX: 
Oregon OSHA has launched a free training resource as part of PESO, a bilingual 
program that helps English-speaking employers train and talk about workplace 
safety and health with Spanish-speaking workers. Oregon OSHA, a division of the 
Department of Consumer and Business Services, enforces the state’s workplace 
safety and health rules and works to improve workplace safety and health. The 
resource, “Residential Construction Building Safety,” encompasses six training 
modules in a bilingual format that makes it simple for employers to train their 
employees. The images of the training course are paired with English and 
Spanish text. Employers can deliver the training at the job site in about an hour. 
The “Residential Construction Building Safety” focuses on six keys topics: site 
preparation; framing; roofing; exterior finishing; interior finishing; and specialty 
work. Go to https://osha.oregon.gov/edu/peso/Pages/modules.aspx to access the 
program. / COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT: We spend a lot of 
time during the autumn talking about the City of Eugene’s Leaf Pick-up Program, 
which got underway this week. But did you know the City of Eugene also will 
DELIVER leaves to your property? Sure, a lot of property owners want leaves off 
their property. But others use them for mulch and compost. Your neighbor’s 
leaves could wind up protecting and fertilizing you yard, garden, and flower beds. 
Leaf delivery is available within Eugene's city limits and is based on availability, 



haul distance, adequate dump space, overhead clearance, and hard surface 
accessibility. The loads vary in size but are approximately seven cubic yards. The 
minimum delivery request is one load. Deliveries are typically scheduled to 
correspond to zone pick-up areas. Most loads of leaves are of mixed species, and 
delivery of specific species is not possible. Delivered leaves will be placed so they 
do not block streets, alleys, or sidewalks. If the specified delivery area below is 
not accessible because there is a vehicle blocking access, low-hanging branches 
or overhead wires, crews might not be able to make the delivery. While an 
attempt is made to fill all requests, delivery is not assured. Lane County has a 
similar program, only you need to swing by the lot behind the Public Works offices 
on North Delta Highway to collect leaves and wood chips. The lot is open during 
daylight hours, seven days a week, while supplies are available. Bring your own 
tools. /  
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HEALTH: Seventy-three new cases and one additional death. That’s the change 
in COVID numbers reported yesterday on Lane County Public Health’s website. 
Officials will provide more detail during this morning’s media briefing. According to 
the public health webpage, 279 local residents remain infectious and 17 of those 
are hospitalized. Lane County’s death toll now stands at 33.  Health experts said 
Tuesday more than 600 local residents are quarantining and being monitored for 
possible symptoms because they might have been exposed to someone who has 
tested positive for the coronavirus. ; If you are asked to quarantine because of 
possible exposure to the coronavirus, you have people who can assist you. Lane 
County Public Health offers “case management” for those who receive calls from 
contact tracers and might need to quickly isolate themselves for the better part of 
two weeks. To date, more than 1,200 (1,231) local residents have taken 
advantage of the free assistance. Case management workers help those who are 
quarantining with basic needs. This can include finding places to stay, shopping 
for groceries, picking up medication, and other essential tasks. ; Earlier this week, 
Lane County Public Health officials discussed three outbreaks tied to Halloween 
parties where adults did not wear masks or physically distance. But health experts 
say Halloween was the least of their concerns in terms of the upcoming holidays. 
As the weather gets colder and rainier, they know more people are gathering 
indoors, giving the coronavirus more opportunity to spread. They are concerned 
about additional surges in infections tied to Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas, 
Kwanzaa, New Year’s Eve, Football Games and Bowl Games, Basketball 
viewing, and more. Thanksgiving and other events where people gather, remove 
their masks, and share meals are especially problematic. For weeks, health 
officials across the country have urged people not to travel for the holidays and to 
limit gatherings to those in their households. They say for those who insist on 
larger gatherings, please prioritize health by ensuring there is enough distance 
between attendees. Clean hard surfaces, wash hands frequently, wear marks, 
keep your distance, avoid hugs and handshakes. And rather than have visitors 
stay at your home, encourage them to find other accommodations. Local hotels, 
say officials, also could use the business. ; Free COVID testing comes to 
Florence this Saturday, November 14. Lane County Public Health is hosting a 
free testing opportunity from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm. at Florence Food Share, 
which is located at 2190 Spruce Street. It is part of an effort to determine the 
spread of the virus in outlying communities. The testing is free, regardless of your 



insurance status. But please take your insurance card if you have one. Lane 
County Public Health can receive reimbursement from insurers that helps pay for 
future testing. ; Lane County Public Health is holding a free flu shot clinic next 
Tuesday, November 17, at the Lane County Fairgrounds. This drive-through 
event is intended for those who have difficulties in scheduling flu vaccine 
appointments because of their work life, those who have no primary care 
provider, and those who are low-income without insurance and cannot otherwise 
pay for a flu vaccine. You do not need to provide insurance or financial 
information, just basic contact information. Lane County Public Health will have 
between 500 and 600 doses of the flu vaccine available and will provide them, 
free of charge until the supply runs out. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 876 new presumptive or confirmed cases of COVID-19 and five new 
deaths. That continues Oregon's trend of high case tallies as the state struggles 
to contain a surge in coronavirus transmission mostly fueled by small indoor 
gatherings. The new numbers came as nine of 36 counties with high COVID 
spread rate begin a two-week pause on social activities to attempt to control the 
virus. Lane County is NOT among them, but local health officials say we remain 
on the state’s Watch List and recent case numbers might keep us there and 
further postpone the resumption of in-person classes for all school students. ; The 
Oregon Health Authority recorded 285 confirmed COVID-19 patients in hospitals 
on Tuesday. That is a 57 percent increase over the same time last week and 83 
percent higher than four weeks ago. State health officials have warned rising 
hospitalizations can crunch capacity in intensive-care units and regular hospital 
beds. This morning, The Oregonian and OregonLive report three major Portland 
area hospital systems have begun postponing elective surgeries in anticipation of 
the continued surge. Legacy Health, Oregon Health & Sciences University and 
Kaiser Permanente Northwest are instituting new limits on elective surgeries in 
the tri-county Portland metropolitan area to clear the decks for additional COVID 
cases. Reporter Jeff Manning writes that, unlike last spring when the governor 
ordered hospitals to halt all elective procedures, this is a voluntary step. It gives 
hospital administrators flexibility to pick and choose which procedures to perform, 
helping manage overall capacity without blasting another huge hole in facility 
budgets. Two other health systems, Providence Health & Services and 
PeaceHealth, say they have not made any decisions to limit surgeries. Hip and 
knee replacements are examples of the kinds of voluntary procedures that will be 
curtailed at some hospitals under the current plan. The procedures they typically 
require at least a one-night stay. They also normally provide a large share of 
revenue to hospital systems. Hospitals suffered deep financial wounds last spring 
when elective surgeries were banned. Some claimed their revenue plummeted as 
much as 60 percent. In response, some hospitals cut workers' pay, laid off 
employees, or put them on furlough. Analysts say net patient revenue is still down 
from normal levels, largely because candidates for some kinds of elective 
surgeries are avoiding hospitals for fear of being exposed to COVID. But health 
experts say hospitals have many safety and screening protocols in place and 
strong sanitation and disinfection measures. / EDUCATION: After 18 years at the 
helm, The Register-Guard is reporting that Junction City Superintendent Kathleen 
Rodden-Nord plans to retire at the end of the school year. She made the 
announcement at last week’s Junction City School Board meeting and will step 
down at the end of June. Rodden-Nord has spent 33 years in public education, 26 



of those in the Junction City district. She says she loves the community and its 
close connections. Earlier this week, longtime Bethel Superintendent Chris Parra 
announced her retirement at the end of the school year. The Eugene School 
District is continuing its search for a new superintendent while longtime 
administrator Cydney Vandercar serves in an interim role. / ELECTIONS: 
Oregon’s Secretary of State-elect Shemia Fagan says she will examine the 
"critical warnings" voiced by the state's former elections director before he was 
fired last week by the outgoing secretary of state. In a blunt memo to Fagan and 
her Republican challenger on the eve of 2020 vote-counting, now-former Oregon 
Elections Director Stephen Trout said some of the state's election systems are 
running on an operating system that Microsoft stopped supporting last January, 
pointed out an absence of multifactor authentication to access those election 
systems. He also raised other issues about outdated technology. Republican 
Secretary of State Bev Clarno fired Election Director Stephen Trout last Thursday 
in the wake of the letter. Clarno’s action shocked county clerks, who are 
responsible for running elections in their respective counties and sending results 
to the state. Fagan, a Democratic state senator who won election as Secretary of 
State last week, says she will review the concerns. The secretary of state’s office 
planned to accept competitive bids last month for a new election computer 
system. But that effort was paused for unspecified reasons involving project 
management. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: A Winter Storm Warning remains in 
effect for the Oregon Cascades until 8 p.m. this evening above 4,500 feet. 
Additional snow accumulations of 6 to 12 inches at pass level, with 12 to 24 
inches above 5,500 feet in elevation. Winds gusting up to 45 mph, likely causing 
blowing and drifting of snow. Travel across the Cascade passes will be very 
difficult at times. Gusty winds and heavy snow may bring down tree branches. If 
you must travel, keep an extra flashlight, food, and water in your vehicle in case 
of an emergency. Obtain the latest road conditions from TripCheck.com or by 
dialing 5-1-1. ; With sneaker waves predicted Nov. 13-14 on the northern Oregon 
Coast, followed by a "king tide" event Nov. 15-17, the Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department is urging beachgoers to be safe. The National Weather 
Service forecasts sneaker waves today and Saturday on northern Oregon 
beaches. Sneaker waves can surge up the beach, traveling much farther inland 
than normal waves. The common adage to “never turn your back on the ocean”? 
It is even more important at this time. The sneaker wave warning ushers in the 
first of three extreme high tides, also called "King Tides," on Nov. 15-17. King 
tides occur when the orbits and alignment of the Earth, moon, and sun combine to 
produce the greatest tidal effects of the year. King tides bring huge waves, and 
naturally people want to come watch. But officials are asking beachgoers to 
respect closures and barricades, stay off the sand and watch the waves from an 
elevated location well above the action. ; Winter driving ahead: A reminder that 
with the arrival of winter weather in the Cascades means drivers should take extra 
precautions: Safety tips for driving in winter conditions. Slow down and don’t use 
cruise control in wet, icy or snowy weather. Choose main routes; do not rely on 
GPS. Be rested and alert. Always wear your seat belt. Drive with your lights on 
and reduce your speed. Use extra caution when driving on bridges or concrete 
highways. Ice forms first on these surfaces. Carry chains and know how to install 
them or use traction tires. Oregon's chain law applies to all highways throughout 
the state. When you drive in winter conditions, you may see signs telling you to 
carry chains or traction tires and when you are required to use them. In some 
areas, lighted message signs also will advise you about chaining up. Traction 
tires may be used in place of chains on vehicles rated at 10,000 pounds gross 
vehicle weight or less and that are not towing or being towed. Studded tires are 
legal in Oregon from November 1 through March 31. Because of the damage 
caused by studded tires, the Department of Transportation encourages motorists 



to use studded tires only when necessary. Delaying putting on studded tires or 
using other traction tires helps preserves Oregon’s highways. ; If you are heading 
to the mountains after the storm to play, remember to purchase your Sno-Park 
permit. A Sno-Park permit is required for all Sno-Parks and must be displayed in 
your vehicle from November 1 to April 30. Funds from Oregon’s Sno-Park 
program help provide snow removal at nearly 100 Sno-Parks across the state. 
There are Sno-Parks in most of Oregon’s mountain passes. For a list of Sno-
Parks, visit www.tripcheck.com under Travel Center. Whether you are a winter 
enthusiast who goes to the Sno-Parks all season or someone who enjoys the 
snow occasionally, there is a permit that meets your needs. They include a $25 
seasonal permit; a $9 three-day permit (good for three consecutive days); or a $4 
one-day permit. Permits can be purchased online at the Oregon DMV’s website. 
In person from permit agents at various resorts, sporting goods stores and other 
retail outlets. Sales agents may charge an additional service fee for each permit 
they sell. Due to COVID-19, Sno-Park permits are not available at DMV offices 
this season. If you buy a one-day or three-day permit online, allow time for the 
permit to be mailed to you. If you buy an annual permit online, a printable interim 
permit is emailed to you immediately. You can use this interim annual permit for 
up to 14 days until you receive the annual permit in the mail.  Sno-Park permits 
issued by California and Idaho are honored in Oregon and Oregon permits, other 
than the temporary seasonal permit, are honored in those states. ; The Mapleton 
Schools canceled classes today because of a number of power outages affecting 
student and staff homes, as well as school buildings. ; Residents of the McKenzie 
Valley and other recent wildfire “burn zones” will be keeping an anxious eye on 
nearby hillsides through the weekend. The storm that is dumping all of today’s 
rain is the latest big test of short-term erosion control measures on hillsides now 
covered with incinerated trees and damaged soil. Experts say unburned soil, 
covered with forest duff and debris, slowly absorbs water as its falls from the sky. 
But burned soil has less absorbency, meaning runoff can increase, leading to 
erosion and elevating the risk of debris flows. Water quality experts say it also 
sends more wildfire ash and silt into nearby streams and rivers, which can pose a 
challenge for communities that draw their drinking supplies from those waterways. 
Experts say water supply managers have gotten good over the years at removing 
silt. They say the water remains safe to drink, but there can be some minor 
differences with how water tastes and smells after such heavy rainstorms. / 
GOVERNMENT, TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: As COVID-19 cases continue to 
increase across the country, the governors of Oregon, Washington, and California 
this morning issued travel advisories urging visitors entering their states and 
residents returning home from travel from other states to self-quarantine for 14 
days to slow the spread of the virus. These travel advisories urge you to avoid 
non-essential out-of-state travel and instead “stay local.” The advisories define 
essential travel as travel for work and study, critical infrastructure support, 
economic services and supply chains, health, immediate medical care, and safety 
and security. Health experts say COVID-19 does not respect state lines. As 
hospitals across the West are stretched to capacity, officials are urging you to 
take steps to ensure you are not bringing the virus home with them. Health 
experts and state leaders say if you do not need to travel, please do not. They 
encourage you to reconsider any Thanksgiving travel or hosting visitors in your 
home who are from outside the area. Health experts are pleading with you to limit 



your interactions to your immediate household. The travel advisory comes as 
California yesterday passed a sobering threshold – one million COVID-19 cases – 
with no signs of the virus slowing down. Texas crossed the same threshold one 
day earlier. Oregon’s coronavirus cases are up 46 percent from last week, 
according to the Oregon Health Authority. The state yesterday set a daily record 
after tallying more than 1,100 new cases. COVID cases doubled in Washington 
state the past two weeks. And coronavirus cases are surging in most U.S. states. 
Health officials and the governors say those Increased cases are adding pressure 
to our hospital capacities and threatening the lives of seniors and others with 
vulnerable health conditions, as well as the health of essential workers. / 
HEALTH: With 116 new confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19 in the 
past two days, Lane County Public Health officials are concerned we’re on an 
upward trend for infections. Spokesman Jason Davis says there were 73 cases 
reported on Wednesday, another 43 yesterday. He says 253 people are currently 
infectious with 17 patients in hospitalized—seven of those in intensive-care unit 
beds. Lane County’s death toll climbed by two this week. Public health officials 
were notified of the death of an 87-year-old man from the Eugene-Springfield 
area who died on Sunday and a 62-year-old man from the Eugene-Springfield 
area who died on Wednesday. That puts our local pandemic-related death toll at 
34. Public health officials say they are seeing double-digit increases in cases 
fueled by three major Halloween party-related outbreaks and smaller social 
gatherings. This includes a rise in cases among non-college aged adults. They 
are renewing pleas for everyone to rethink their holiday plans and no gather with 
anyone outside your household. They say some of those who were infected or 
exposed during the Halloween parties have been, quote, “less than willing to 
share information on events they attend.” That is making it difficult for contact 
tracers to pin down the source of some infections or locate those who might have 
been exposed. ; Oregon tallied 1,122 new confirmed or presumptive cases of 
COVID-19 on Thursday, shattering its previous daily record. The previous daily 
record was 988 on Saturday. Officials say four more people have died. State 
health officials attributed some of the new cases this week to at least five 
Halloween parties across the state, including one that had 100 guests. The 
governor and state health officials yesterday renewed their warnings that the rise 
in cases might fill Oregon’s hospital beds in the coming weeks. They say the 
added cases are already taking a toll on doctors, nurses, and other health care 
workers in many parts of the state and that if Oregonians do not act immediately 
the health care system could reach a breaking point that affects not just hospitals 
but communities and local economies. Several major hospitals in Portland are 
now curtailing elective surgeries amid the surge. State health data shows that 
about 20 percent of intensive care unit beds remain free statewide, but 290 
people remain hospitalized with the virus. The Oregon Health Authority is urging 
you to limit social gatherings to those people your household, or to no more than 
six people if the gathering includes those from outside your household. Officials 
also encourage you to limit your social circle to no more than those same six 
people and to reduce the frequency of your social gatherings. While the majority 
of Oregonians are now socializing three or fewer times every two weeks, a survey 
last month by the Oregon Heath Authority found a number of Oregonians 
socializing close to one dozen times every two weeks with different groups of 
people. / SPORTS, HEALTH: The game is still on for Saturday according to 



officials with both schools. But there will be another round of coronavirus testing 
about eight hours before kick-off. Oregon State Athletics officials yesterday 
announced that one OSU football player tested positive for COVID-19 on Monday 
and three others are in quarantine because they were in close contact that player. 
All of the players impacted must remain in isolation for at least 10 days. The 
names of affected Oregon State players and their on-field assignments were not 
released. None of the four will take part in Saturday’s game against the 
Washington Huskies in Seattle, which kicks off at 8:00 p.m. on FS1. OSU Athletic 
Director Scott Barnes said yesterday that, quote, “We are absolutely playing 
Saturday, so no issue there.” Washington’s head coach told The Seattle Times 
yesterday, quote, “We prepare like we are going to play the game.” The Huskies 
saw last week’s season opener against Cal canceled because of a positive 
COVID test among a Golden Bears player. The Utah-Arizona game was the other 
Pac-12 opener canceled because of positive coronavirus cases. The Beavers 
played Washington State last Saturday in Corvallis. After the game, WSU’s coach 
revealed that close to 30 players did not suit up for unspecified reasons. He 
declined to answer a reporter’s question about whether it was related to 
coronavirus. Two days later, it was reported the Cougars had one player with an 
active case of COVID-19. The Oregon Ducks meet Washington State on 
Saturday in Pullman for a 4 p.m. game being broadcast on FOX. ; The Number 
20-ranked Oregon Men’s Basketball team will play two games at the start of its 
2020 season “in the bubble.” It’s part of an 11-day tournament planned for later 
this month at the Mohegan Sun resort casino in Connecticut. The event has been 
dubbed “Bubbleville” and will include 40 men’s and women’s teams playing 45 
games. The idea is to take a number of tourneys that were scheduled for 
locations across the country and move all to a modified COVID heath bubble at 
the Connecticut location between Nov. 25 and Dec 5. The Duck men will play 
Missouri either Dec. 2 or Dec. 3 and a yet-to-be-determined second opponent on 
the other day. Sports bubbles worked successfully for the WNBA, NBA, and some 
other sports this year. For the Bubbleville tournament, each team will be tested 
upon arrival and will have its own secured floor in the resort’s 34-story tower 
hotels along with dedicated meeting area and assigned catered dining areas. In 
addition to the Duck men, second-ranked Baylor, third-ranked Villanova, fourth-
ranked Virginia, and No. 18 Arizona State will take part. The Oregon men open 
their 2020-21 season hosting Eastern Washington on November 25 at Matthew 
Knight Arena. / POLITICS, ELECTIONS, GOVERNMENT: Oregon's Democratic 
lawmakers will fall short of winning enough state legislative seats to prevent 
Republicans from staging the walkouts that have halted action at the Capitol in 
recent years. Following the unofficial results of the 2020 election, Oregon 
Democrats are predicted to hold onto their three-fifths supermajority in the state 
Senate and House. However, the party did not pick up enough seats to expand to 
a quorum-proof majority, which would prevent work from halting in the Capitol if 
Republicans leave Salem again. ; Governor Kate Brown’s Chief of Staff is leaving 
his post to accept a position with the Biden-Harris Transition Team. Nik Blosser 
will serve in President-Elect Biden’s intergovernmental affairs office during the 
transition. In that role, he’ll work with the incoming administration as its 
coordinates with state and local governments. Blosser became Brown’s Chief of 
Staff in 2017. Blosser’s vacancy will be filled by Deputy Chief of Staff, Gina 
Zejdlik. Zejdlik is an attorney who served as Oregon’s Interim Elections Director 



and as Brown’s Chief of Staff when Brown served as Secretary of State. Prior to 
that, she was the Deputy Legislative Counsel. ; A coalition of federal and state 
officials says it has no evidence that votes were compromised or altered in last 
week's presidential election. The declaration rejects unsubstantiated claims of 
widespread fraud advanced by President Donald Trump and many of his 
supporters. The statement from cybersecurity experts declared the November 3 
election the most secure in American history. It amounts to the most direct 
repudiation to date of efforts to undermine the integrity of the election and echoes 
repeated assertions by election experts and state officials that the vote unfolded 
smoothly without any broad irregularities. The statement said, "While we know 
there are many unfounded claims and opportunities for misinformation about the 
process of our elections, we can assure you we have the utmost confidence in the 
security and integrity of our elections, and you should too." The statement added 
that those with questions should see elections officials "as trusted voices."  The 
statement was distributed by the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency, which spearheaded federal election protection efforts. Its leaders have 
been vocal on Twitter in reassuring Americans that the election was secure and 
that their votes would be counted. The officials who signed the statement said 
they had no evidence that any voting system had deleted or changed votes or 
was in any way compromised. / SPORTS: The 11th-ranked Oregon Ducks play at 
Washington State in the Cougars' home opener on Saturday. Oregon has won 17 
of its past 18 Pac-12 games, including a 35-14 win over Stanford on Saturday. 
The Ducks are hoping to keep alive their hopes for the Pac-12 North title. 
Washington State wants to prove its 38-28 win at Oregon State last weekend was 
no fluke. The Cougars won despite missing more than 30 players for unspecified 
reasons. The game is being broadcast at 4:00 p.m. on FOX. The weather will 
likely be cold in Pullman with a chance of snow on the ground. ; The Oregon 
State Beavers meet Washington Saturday night at Husky Stadium. Kick-off is at 
8:00 p.m. The game is being carried on FS1. ; UCLA is the preseason pick to win 
the Pac-12 men’s basketball title for the first time since 2011-12. The No. 20 
Bruins received nine first-place votes and 251 points from a panel of media 
members who cover the league. No. 18 Arizona State was second. No. 22 
Oregon, which is the defending conference regular-season champion, is picked to 
finish third after receiving seven first-place votes and 241 points. Stanford finished 
fourth. / SAFETY: Everyone escaped safely, but an RV parked near the West 
Eugene industrial area went up in flames yesterday morning and was a total loss. 
The blaze was reported around 7:30 a.m. on Cap Court near West First Avenue—
that’s about midway between Seneca and Bertlesen. Eugene-Springfield Fire 
crews doused the flames. The cause of the fire is under investigation. / CRIME: 
Roseburg Police say contrary to earlier rumors and reports, NO pipe bombs were 
found yesterday afternoon in the parking lot of Roseburg high School. But they 
are investigating several suspicious objects spotted by a custodian. Investigators 
say the objects appeared to be some type of small, homemade device, possibly 
altered fireworks. According to school district officials there were approximately 
20 staff and 60 children on the Roseburg High School campus at the time and all 
were safely evacuated. None of the objects were found inside any buildings, or 
past the front parking lot of the high school. / RACISM, CRIME: Tom Metzger, the 
notorious former Ku Klux Klan leader who rose to prominence in the 1980s while 
promoting white separatism and stoking racial violence, has died at age 82. The 



Riverside County Public Health Department said Thursday that Metzger died Nov. 
4 of Parkinson's disease. As a Klan leader in the 1970s and later as founder of 
the White Aryan Resistance, Metzger organized rallies and cross burnings. But he 
was pushed into the shadows after skinheads connected to his group beat a 
Black man to death in Oregon in 1988. The victim's family won a $12.5 million 
judgment against Metzger, his organization and others. ; The San Diego attorney 
who collected money from white supremacist Tom Metzger to pay off a judgment 
for his role in the fatal beating of Ethiopian immigrant formed an unusual bond 
with the victim’s son. Civil rights lawyer James McElroy delivered the money to 
the family of 1988 murder victim Mulugeta Seraw, who was killed in 1988 in 
Portland, Oregon. Those deliveries to Ethiopia allowed McElroy to meet Seraw’s 
young son. They hit it off and McElroy ended up adopting him. Metzger died Nov. 
4 at age 82 in Hemet, California, from complications of Parkinson’s disease. / 
WILDLIFE, SAFETY: The Port of Astoria has obtained city approval for nighttime 
hunts to kill deer causing a danger to aircraft at the Astoria Regional Airport. The 
Astorian reports airport manager Gary Kobes says the Port has 10 kill permits 
from the state Department of Fish and Wildlife and more are available if needed. 
Deer are considered dangerous to aircraft when inside a fence surrounding the 
runways. A Learjet from the Canadian military struck an elk in the early 2000s and 
caught fire. The hunts could happen over several weeks and the meat will be 
distributed to food banks. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: A series of extreme high tides known as “king tides” 
continue through Tuesday on the Oregon Coast. The Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department is urging beachgoers to be safe. King tides occur when 
the orbits and alignment of the Earth, moon, and sun combine to produce 
the greatest tidal effects of the year. King tides bring huge waves, and naturally 
people want to come watch. But officials are asking beachgoers to respect 
closures and barricades, stay off the sand and watch the waves from an elevated 
location well above the action. / BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT HEALTH, 
TRANSPORTATION: Oregon Governor Kate Brown and state health officials on 
Friday announced a statewide two-week “freeze” to slow the spread of the 
coronavirus. It takes effect on Wednesday and continues through December 2. 
The Freeze will limit restaurants and bars to take-out and delivery, and close 
gyms, indoor and outdoor recreational facilities during that period. It also restricts 
social gatherings to no more than six people. Multnomah County, Oregon’s most 
populous and home to Portland, will have at least a four-week Freeze. As part of 
the freeze: Grocery stores, pharmacies and retail stores are limited to 75 percent 
of their maximum capacity. Faith-based organizations will see their capacity 
reduced to 25 people indoors and 50 people outdoors. Restaurants and bars, 
which had a capacity limit of 50-100 people depending on the county, will now be 
limited to take-out and delivery. But other facilities — including gyms and fitness 
centers, museums, pools, sports courts, movie theaters, zoos, gardens, 
aquariums and venues — will have to close their doors completely for the two 
weeks. The freeze does not apply to barber shops, hair salons, congregate 
homeless sheltering, outdoor recreation and sports, youth programs, childcare, 
and K-12 schools that are already open. Under the new orders, all businesses will 
be required to close their offices to the public and mandate work-from-home “to 
the greatest extent possible.” Both indoor and outdoor social get-togethers are 
limited to six people, total, from no more than two households. After months of 
asking people to voluntarily meet COVID restrictions and law enforcement 
agencies trying to educate offenders, violation of the latest mandates would be a 
Class C misdemeanor and people could face a citation, fine or arrest. Just ten 
days ago, Brown announced a two-week “social activity pause” for nine counties 
— but on Friday, officials said that more needed to be done. ; In addition, Brown, 
along with the governors of California and Washington state, issued travel 
advisories on Friday. They ask residents returning home from travel from other 



states to self-quarantine for 14 days to slow the spread of the virus. These travel 
advisories urge you to avoid non-essential out-of-state travel and instead “stay 
local.” The advisory also urges visitors entering the West Coast states to do the 
same. The advisories define “essential travel” as travel for work and study, critical 
infrastructure support, economic services and supply chains, health, immediate 
medical care, and safety and security. Health experts say COVID-19 does not 
respect state lines. As hospitals across the West are stretched to capacity, they 
are pleading with residents to take steps to ensure they are not bringing the virus 
home with them. Health experts and state leaders say if you do not need to travel, 
please do not. They encourage you to reconsider any Thanksgiving travel or 
hosting visitors in your home who are from outside the area and to limit your 
interactions to your immediate household. ; Hospital officials across Oregon said 
they support the Two-Week Freeze.  Becky Hultberg, the president and CEO of 
the Oregon Association of Hospitals and Health Systems, noted that community 
hospitals across the state have stepped up during the pandemic, forcing front-line 
health care workers to work long hours and put their own health at risk. Hultberg 
says the freeze is necessary to preserve hospital capacity statewide. Other 
Western states are instituting similar measures, including Washington and New 
Mexico. ; Oregon’s Republican party leaders say that by instituting a Two-Week 
Freeze, Governor Brown is vastly overreaching her authority and driving the 
economy into the ground. Courts have backed Brown to date, saying she is acting 
within her executive authority when issuing coronavirus edicts statewide. But 
GOP leaders say they continue to believe the governor’s orders are 
unconstitutional and that further restrictions on businesses and the economy were 
misplaced. / HEALTH: Wednesday’s start of the Two-Week Freeze comes as 
Oregon experiences a strong spike in coronavirus infections and reached record 
high positivity rates and hospitalizations in November. During Friday’s news 
conference, officials described the coming weeks as likely the most dangerous 
time in the pandemic. On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, Oregon recorded 
1,122, 1,076 and 1,097 new confirmed or presumptive cases of COVID-19, the 
first time our state tally had surpassed 1,000 cases. There were 868 cases 
reported on Sunday. Oregon’s cumulative case count will go over 55,000 later 
today. The death toll is 753, including one new death reported on Saturday out of 
Lane County. State health officials say the 87-year-old man tested positive on 
September 29 and died last Monday at his residence. The percent of Oregonians 
testing positive for the virus is nearly 12 percent statewide, more than double 
what it was in the summer, according to data from the Oregon Health Authority. 
The rising case count does not bode well for hospitals. For the past two weeks 
officials have expressed concerns about hospitals across the state reaching 
capacity. ; Lane County saw a continued surge in coronavirus cases over the past 
few weeks. The three-day total from Friday through Sunday was 210 new 
confirmed or presumptive cases in addition to one new death. The county’s death 
toll now stands at 35. Public health officials said last week they were seeing 
double-digit increases in cases fueled by three major Halloween party-related 
outbreaks and smaller social gatherings. This includes a rise in cases among 
non-college aged adults. They renewed pleas for everyone to rethink their holiday 
plans and not gather with anyone outside your household. Health experts noted 
the added cases are already taking a toll on doctors, nurses, and other health 
care workers in many parts of the state and that if Oregonians do not act 



immediately the health care system could reach a breaking point that affects not 
just hospitals but communities and local economies. Several major hospitals in 
Portland last week announced they are curtailing elective surgeries. ; Officials 
with pharmaceutical company Moderna said this morning their COVID-19 vaccine 
is proving to be highly effective in a major trial. That is a second round of good 
news this month in the global race for a coronavirus vaccine. The company said 
its vaccine appears to be 94.5 percent effective, according to preliminary data 
from Moderna’s ongoing study. One week ago, competitor Pfizer Inc. announced 
its own COVID-19 vaccine appeared similarly effective — news that puts both 
companies on track to seek permission within weeks for emergency use in the 
U.S. A vaccine cannot come fast enough, as virus cases topped 11 million in the 
U.S. over the weekend — one million of them recorded in just the past week. The 
pandemic has killed more than 245,000 Americans and 1.3 million people 
worldwide. Health experts say the virus is killing 8,000 each day across the globe. 
If U.S. regulators allow emergency use of Moderna’s or Pfizer’s candidates, there 
would only be limited, rationed supplies before the end of the year. Both require 
people to get two doses, several weeks apart. The reaction in global financial 
markets was immediate. The Dow opened up close to 400 points. Shares of 
Moderna opened higher. Moderna’s vaccine was created with the National 
Institutes of Health and is being studied in 30,000 volunteers who received either 
the real vaccination or a placebo or “dummy” shot. On Sunday, an independent 
monitoring board to examine 95 infections that were recorded starting two weeks 
after volunteers’ second dose — and discovered all but five illnesses occurred in 
participants who got the placebo. The study is continuing, and Moderna 
acknowledged the protection rate might change as more COVID-19 infections are 
detected and added to the calculations. Also, it’s too soon to know how long 
protection lasts. Both cautions apply to Pfizer’s vaccine as well. But Moderna’s 
independent monitors reported some additional, promising tidbits: All 11 severe 
COVID-19 cases were among placebo recipients, and there were no significant 
safety concerns. Moderna expects to have about 20 million doses, earmarked for 
the U.S., by the end of 2020. Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech expect to 
have about 50 million doses globally by year’s end. The main side effects were 
fatigue, muscle aches and injection-site pain after the vaccine’s second dose, at 
rates that Hoge characterized as more common than with flu shots but on par with 
others such as shingles vaccine. The Cambridge, Massachusetts, company’s 
vaccine is among 11 candidates in late-stage testing around the world, four of 
them in huge studies in the U.S. Both Moderna’s shots and the Pfizer-BioNTech 
candidate are so-called mRNA vaccines, a brand-new technology. They aren’t 
made with the coronavirus itself, meaning there’s no chance anyone could catch it 
from the shots. Instead, the vaccine contains a piece of genetic code that trains 
the immune system to recognize the spiked protein on the surface of the virus. 
The strong results were a surprise. Scientists have warned for months that any 
COVID-19 shot may be only as good as flu vaccines, which are about 50 percent 
effective. The vaccine doses that must be kept very cold. Both the Moderna and 
Pfizer shots are frozen but at different temperatures. Moderna announced today 
that once thawed, its doses can last longer in a refrigerator than initially thought, 
up to 30 days. Pfizer’s shots require long-term storage at ultra-cold temperatures. 
/ EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: The Oregon Employment Department is preparing for 
an increase in unemployment claims during the Two-Week Freeze. If your 



employment is impacted, you might need to either file an initial claim or restart a 
stopped claim. As was the case during the late spring, the Employment 
Department is shoring up its phone response by supplementing staff with 
members of the National Guard. The department is also developing an option that 
allows impacted employers to submit employee information in bulk. That would 
minimize the need for employees to locate key information that might not be 
easily accessible. Oregonians whose employment is impacted by the Two-Week 
Freeze should take the Employment Department’s Eligibility Quiz at 
https://unemployment.oregon.gov/workers/eligibility-quiz to determine the benefit 
program for which they are eligible. If a claimant has returned to work and their 
employment is impacted by the Two-Week Freeze, they will need to restart their 
claim. Claims may be restarted by going to the Online Claim System at 
https://secure.emp.state.or.us/ocs4/index.cfm and selecting Restart Your Claim 
(the eighth button down). Those unable to restart their claim this way should 
contact the Employment Department via the Contact Us form at 
https://unemployment.oregon.gov/contact-us and select the Restarting my claim 
option. / SAFETY, BUSINESS, HEALTH: New rules from Oregon OSHA—the 
state’s workplace safety regulator—go into effect today and remain in place 
through early May. The rules require Oregon employers to take additional steps to 
keep their workers safe. That includes notifying them if they have been exposed 
to someone else in the workplace who has contracted the coronavirus. It comes 
as workplace outbreaks continue to spread. In most cases, state health officials 
say employees are doing a good job of wearing masks and maintaining distance 
when they are on the clock. But many larger outbreaks since the spring have 
been tied to food processing facilities where distancing has been difficult. Other 
workplace outbreaks have occurred when workers remove their masks and let 
their guard down during breaks and at mealtimes. Under the new rules, 
employers must: Notify affected workers within 24-hours of a work-related 
coronavirus infection and must cooperate with public health officials in any 
subsequent testing. Ensure at least six-feet distance between people, although 
there is an exception in some cases where such distance isn’t feasible. Ensure 
workers are wearing face coverings and provide them, free of cost. The rule 
covers the workplace and other places under an employer’s control, and vehicles 
where employees are being transported for work-related reasons. Maintain and 
clean current ventilation systems, though the rule does not require employers to 
install anything new. Develop an infection-control plan to govern when workers 
must use personal protective equipment and describes specific hazard controls. 
Employers must also conduct a risk assessment, with feedback from employees, 
to gauge potential hazards. Those mandates don’t take effect until Dec. 7. Inform 
and train workers about infection risk in the languages understood by their 
workers. / HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: More rent 
assistance money is available through the state of Oregon and Lane County. But 
the application window is open only for one hour this morning. The funding comes 
from the federal CARES Act. It is intended for households affected by the 
pandemic who either lost income as a direct result of COVID-19 or have 
compromised health or an elevated risk of infection and vulnerability and their 
health would be in jeopardy if they lost their housing. Eligible applicants will have 
a household income at or below 80 percent of the Lane County’s Area Median 
Income Level. The application window opens at 9:00 a.m. this morning. Go to 



www.lanecounty.org/rent for details. The applications will be processed on a first-
come, first-served basis. Eligible households that complete an application and are 
selected will be assisted by local social service agencies. / TRANSPORATION, 
HEALTH: As Oregon heads toward the start of Wednesday’s Two-Week Freeze, 
officials with Lane Transit District are reminding passengers to make only 
essential bus trips buses for groceries, medical appointments, and other vital 
services. LTD will continue to operate on its current schedule. The bus system 
cleans its vehicles nightly with strong disinfectants and buses are cleaned 
throughout the day, as well. Passengers continue to be required to enter and exit 
through the rear door of the bus unless they need boarding assistance. Riders 
must wear hands-free face masks or covers over their nose and mouth. Lane 
Transit continues to limit capacity on its buses to provide physical distancing. Bus 
rides continue to be free. Fares are expected to resume once LTD finishes 
installing protective barriers around the bus driver’s seat. ; The Oregon 
Department of Motor Vehicles on Friday opened roughly 200,000 new customer 
appointment slots for dates into January and February of 2021. Many DMV 
services remain available online. But if some require in-person appointments. You 
may go online to DMV2U.oregon.gov to determine whether you need an 
appointment and, if you do, schedule one. Most services that require in-person 
visits are for the issuance of driving privileges or identification cards, including the 
Real ID option. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: Effective today, Costco stores are no 
longer allowing shoppers with a medical condition to be exempted from wearing a 
face mask. Only children under the age of 2 will be exempt. It comes amid a 
surge in cases across the U.S. and applies to all Costco stores. / MILITARY: 
Oregon National Guard citizen-soldiers continue to return home from overseas 
mobilizations. On Sunday, there was a demobilization ceremony for Oregon Army 
National Guard Soldiers of 1-186 Infantry, 41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team. 
The event recognized and honored their nearly yearlong deployment as part of 
Task Force Guardian. The ceremony took place at the National Guard armory in 
Roseburg. The 1-186 served in Kenya, Somalia and Djibouti. This deployment 
was a part of the second largest mobilization of Oregon National Guard Citizen-
Soldiers since World War II. / CRIME: More than 82,000 people have filed sexual 
abuse claims against the Boy Scouts of America as a deadline looms in the 
organization’s Chapter 11 bankruptcy case. The victims' lawyers say those 
numbers might grow before a court deadline this afternoon. The Portland attorney 
taking the lead in the case said the 82,000-filing total already exceeds the number 
of abuse claims brought in the U.S. against the Catholic Church. The Boy Scouts 
faced a flood pending lawsuits when the organization filed for bankruptcy 
protection in February. The Boy Scouts kept files of abuse allegations, letters and 
newspaper clippings: a system to raise red flags and get rid of child molesters. 
They called these men “ineligible volunteers.” In 2010, lawyers in Oregon forced 
the scouts to disclose about 1,000 of the files tracing back to the 1960s. The 
lawyers published the records online and they became known as the “Perversion 
Files.” A jury also awarded $19.9 million damages to a Portland man abused as a 
Scout. It was the largest verdict against the group in its long history. The abused 
boys said they suffered shame and guilt and sometimes sexually transmitted 
diseases. Later, many say they became alcoholic, addicted, or experienced 
issues with anger and problems with relationships. According to the lawyers, 
some men committed suicide. / POLITICS: Supporters of President Donald 



Trump gathered in several Oregon cities over the weekend to hold rallies to 
protest what they perceived as flawed or fraudulent results of the Nov. 3 election. 
The events, billed by organizers as a “Defeat the Steal,” coincided with similar 
protests across the U.S. The crowd of 100 to 200 people gathered at the state 
Capitol, where many demonstrators said they do not believe the election results 
naming Joe Biden as the nation’s president-elect. Several dozen gathered in 
Eugene-Springfield. Many attendees said they want courts to decide the election 
outcome. / WILDLIFE, CRIME: A decapitated black bear recently joined a growing 
list of animals from what investigators say is a “frenzy” of poaching in Lane 
County in recent weeks. The crimes appear random and opportunistic, and 
officials are looking for leads in multiple cases. Oregon State Police Senior 
Trooper Josh Wolcott, who works with the state’s only conservation K9, a yellow 
lab named Buck, is the lead investigator. He calls the incidents, quote, “the worst 
I’ve ever seen,” adding that he receives new reports almost daily. Reports include 
the bear and multiple deer and elk. Wolcott takes Buck to poaching sites where 
the dog detects shell casings, gunpowder residue and human scent; all of which 
can lead to a forensic bonanza. Now, he hopes someone might be able to provide 
suspect names or vehicle descriptions. When Wolcott discovered the black bear, 
he found a scene of carnage. The bear’s head, claws, backstrap and some leg 
meat were removed. The majority of the carcass was left to waste. Poachers 
target black bears for their paws, claws, head and gall bladder. The gall bladder is 
an ingredient in some traditional medicine even though a synthetic version of bear 
bile is readily available. Wolcott said it is very possible the gall bladder had been 
harvested, but because of the condition of the carcass, he was unable to tell for 
sure. Oregon State Police Fish & Wildlife troopers say they need public 
information in the following cases: A black bear discovered on Roseburg Forest 
Products property outside of Veneta. The bear was likely poached about Oct 13. 
The head, claws, portions of backstrap meat and portions of leg meat were 
removed. The remainder of the bear was left to waste. Wolcott and K9 Buck 
located the carcass on Oct 15, in response to a call to the Turn In Poachers (TIP) 
Line. A doe deer discovered on National Forest Property near Fall Creek. The 
deer was likely poached on or about Oct 14. No meat was taken; the doe was left 
to waste. Wolcott and K9 Buck located the carcass on the morning of October 15 
in response to a call to the Turn In Poachers (TIP) Line. A doe deer discovered 
along US Forest Service Road 2118 near Hills Creek Reservoir. The deer was 
likely poached on Oct 14 or 15. No meat was taken; the doe was left to waste. 
Oregon State Police Senior Trooper Marshall Maher located the carcass on the 
evening of Oct 15, in response to a call to the TIP Line. A buck deer discovered 
on private property near Lowell. The deer was likely poached during the night of 
Oct 15 or early morning hours of Oct 16.  No meat was taken; the buck was left to 
waste. Sr. Trooper Maher located the carcass on the evening of Oct 16 in 
response to a call to the TIP Line. A spike buck deer discovered near High Pass 
Road. The buck was likely poached on or about Oct 16. The buck was field-
dressed and left to waste. Wolcott and K9 Buck located the deer on Oct 17, in 
response to a call to the TIP Line. A doe discovered in the Veneta area. It was 
likely poached on or about Oct 18. ODFW Wildlife Division Administrator Doug 
Cottam says the poaching is disappointing. He notes there are inexpensive 
opportunities to legally harvest a deer or bear to eat in Oregon. He adds that he is 
very concerned about people who kill wild animals just to satisfy their desire to kill 



something. Have a lead in the case? Contact Oregon State Police Fish and 
Wildlife. / SPORTS: Oregon remains at Number 11 in the Associated Press 
College Football Top 25 after Saturday’s win at Washington state. The Ducks are 
Number 13 in the USA Today-Amway Coaches’ Poll. Tyler Shough threw for 312 
yards and four touchdowns and No. 11 Oregon came back to beat Washington 
State 43-29 on Saturday night. Travis Dye caught two second-half touchdown 
passes to help Oregon improve to 2-0. The Ducks piled up 582 yards of total 
offense. Oregon hosts UCLA on Saturday. The game was originally schedule for 
Friday but was moved as the Pac-12 shifted schedules after postponements 
involving other conference teams. ; A heartbreaker for the Oregon State Beavers 
on Saturday. A short spot late in the game contributed to a missed touchdown 
opportunity and led to a tough 27-21 loss to Washington in Seattle. The Beavers’ 
Jermar Jefferson rushed for 133 yards and a TD for Oregon State, his 12th career 
100-yard rushing game. But the Beavers lost their second straight after falling to 
Washington State in their season opener. /  
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HEALTH: Lane County received reports yesterday of 37 new confirmed or 
presumptive cases of COVID-19. Officials say 283 people remain infectious with 
15 of those hospitalized—four of whom are in the intensive-care unit. The 
county’s death toll now stands at 35. Additionally, 638 people remain “under 
monitoring,” which means they have been asked to quarantine because they were 
exposed to someone who has tested positive for the coronavirus. The Oregon 
Health Authority yesterday reported 781 new confirmed or presumptive cases of 
the coronavirus and four new deaths. Oregon’s pandemic death toll stands at 
765. / BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: As COVID-19 cases surge across 
Oregon a series of new restrictions are being implemented in the state beginning 
Wednesday, part of the Two-Week Freeze on virus-spreading social activities. 
Restaurants are once again being limited to take-out or delivery only. But some 
owners are worried that without an economic backstop their businesses will not 
be able to survive. Since the start of the pandemic close to 200 restaurants, or 
two percent of Oregon's eateries, have permanently closed. One month into 
Oregon's March shutdown, an estimated 81 percent of Oregon restaurant workers 
had been laid off or furloughed — impacting 127,000 restaurant workers, 
according to a national survey conducted by the National Restaurant Association. 
This closure is far less severe and of shorter duration but will still have an impact. 
State employment officials say they are ramping up to quickly respond to an 
expected short-term increase in jobless benefits claims. ; In an open letter to 
Governor Kate Brown and other state leadership signed by more than 300 
restaurant and bar industry members, the Independent Restaurant Alliance of 
Oregon is asking for various relief measures including financial assistance, 
COVID-19 testing and clearance to sell cocktails to-go. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report the letter asks the state for support, noting that before the start 
of the pandemic, the restaurant industry employed an estimated nine percent of 
the state’s workforce. It adds that an estimated 75 percent of Oregon’s more than 
10,000 restaurants and bars are in danger of closing permanently. Reporter 
Michael Russell notes that the letter calls for a plan that supports the health of 
restaurant guests, employees and communities. It calls for immediate financial 
assistance. The letter from the Independent Restaurant Alliance of Oregon notes 
that its member businesses, quote, “don’t operate like hardware stores.” It notes 
restaurant can’t just, quote, “flip a switch and walk away.” Each time such 
businesses close, the letter notes that operators lose perishable inventory, and 



we have to maintain payroll to properly shut down the business. Ongoing delays 
at Oregon’s Employment Department have meant that many of the state’s nearly 
200,000 service industry workers have yet to receive funds from the state’s first 
round of restaurant closures in March. Those closures, which also impact bakers, 
fishers, butchers, delivery drivers and Oregon’s 34,000 small farms, are estimated 
to cost around $40,000 per location, according to the letter. / HEALTH: Lane 
County Public Health is holding a free flu shot clinic today in the Lane Events 
Center parking lot off West 13th Avenue in Eugene. It begins at 2 p.m. and 
continues until 7 p.m. Lane County Public Health will have between 500 and 600 
doses of the flu vaccine available and will provide them, free of charge until the 
supply runs out. This drive-through event is intended for those who have 
difficulties in scheduling flu vaccine appointments because of their work life, those 
who have no primary care provider, and those who are low-income without 
insurance and cannot otherwise pay for a flu vaccine. You do not need to provide 
insurance or financial information, just your basic contact information. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: On Friday, Officials with Oregon State University 
announced that they would step up COVID testing of thousands of students 
considering travel over the Thanksgiving holiday. This week, OSU is encouraging 
all students living on or near its campuses in Corvallis, Bend and Newport to be 
tested, with results expected within 72 hours and by Tuesday, November 24, at 
the latest. Campus leaders also remind students considering travel over the 
Thanksgiving holiday to remember to physically distance and wear masks during 
family and small social gatherings. Testing will also be available to students, 
faculty and staff return to Oregon State’s Corvallis, Newport, and Bend 
campuses. That testing will take place the week of November 30, with results 
expected within 72 hours. The testing is part of the OSU TRACE program which 
has conducted random testing in Corvallis, Bend, Hermiston, and most recently in 
Eugene. / DISASTERS, HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT: FEMA, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, has again extended the deadline for those 
affected by the Holiday Farm Fire and other Labor Day wildfires in Oregon to 
register for assistance. The new deadline is Monday, November 30. FEMA’s 
Individual Assistance Program provides those who are eligible with help in 
covering the cost of key expenses and other serious needs that cannot be met 
through insurance or other forms of assistance. This might include rental 
assistance; lodging expense reimbursement; home repair or replacement; 
personal property replacement; as well as moving and storage expenses. Officials 
encourage everyone affected by the fire to register, even if you have insurance. 
Doing so means you remain eligible for FEMA aid that your own insurance might 
not cover. She adds that if you are uninsured, you should register because FEMA 
assistance is considered a critical safety net for wildfire survivors. Registrations 
must be submitted at www.disasterassistance.gov or by calling 1-800-621-3362. 
Residents who submit their information to FEMA will then receive a letter detailing 
any assistance for which they are eligible. Homeowners and renters who register 
for FEMA disaster assistance should stay in touch with FEMA to ensure the 
process stays on track. Let FEMA know as soon as possible of any changes to 
your contact information or banking information: FEMA disaster assistance 
checks cannot be forwarded. If you register with FEMA, you also may update your 
contact information online at DisasterAssistance.gov, by downloading the FEMA 
app or by calling 800-621-3362 or (TTY: 800-462-7585). Should you receive a 



denial letter, you are encouraged to contact FEMA to determine what information 
might be missing from your registration. There is a process for appealing denials 
of assistance. ; To help speed the wildfire recovery effort, officials yesterday 
announced that the State of Oregon will provide no-cost wildfire ash and debris 
cleanup for all homes and businesses in Lane and seven other counties affected 
by the disastrous September wildfires. This cleanup includes mobile home parks, 
second homes, businesses, and other structures. Home and business owners 
that opt into this government-led wildfire cleanup program will pay no upfront 
costs for any cleanup work. Additionally, no government agency – state, federal 
or government-hired contractor – will seek payment from any insurance policy 
unless it is specifically designated for debris removal or left over after the home or 
business is completely rebuilt. Members of the Oregon Debris Management Task 
Force know some of those affected by the fire have had trouble qualifying for 
FEMA aid or are concerned about how taking part in the federal cleanup effort 
might affect their insurance policies. They hope this helps solve some of those 
issues and encourages more people to sign up for cleanup before the winter rains 
settle in. Property owners need to sign a Right of Entry form to allow cleanup 
crews onto their property. Cleanup crews will remove ash and structural debris, 
hazard trees, concrete foundations, and burned vehicles. To submit your Right of 
Entry form and for more information, visit wildfire.oregon.gov/cleanup or call the 
wildfire debris cleanup hotline: 503-934-1700. FEMA will reimburse the state for a 
portion of eligible costs. The State of Oregon will fund the remaining costs, 
regardless of FEMA reimbursement. Initial estimates put the debris cleanup tally 
at over $600 million, including $326 million for ash and debris removal and $295 
million to remove damaged trees. The September wildfires were the largest and 
most expensive disaster in Oregon history. Nine people died, more than one 
million acres burned, and more than 5,000 homes and businesses were 
destroyed. Wildfire cleanup is a two-step process. Step 1 is removal of household 
hazardous waste, which is dangerous to people, communities and the 
environment. This work is nearly completed in all fire-impacted counties. Step 2 is 
removal of ash and debris. The state is currently hiring contractors to carry out 
this work, scheduled to begin in December. Given factors such as weather 
impacts, property access limitations and the large area to be covered, Step 2 is 
estimated to take approximately 6 to 18 months to complete statewide. As the 
state task force gets contractors on board, more clarity on timing will be provided. 
/ CRIME: Close to 90,000 sex abuse claims have been filed against the Boy 
Scouts of America by yesterday afternoon’s deadline for submitting claims in the 
organization's bankruptcy case. The number filed by Monday far exceeds initial 
projections of lawyers who have been signing up clients since the Boy Scouts 
filed for bankruptcy protection in February in the face of hundreds of lawsuits 
alleging decades-old sex abuse by Scout leaders. The total exceeds the number 
of abuse claims brought in the U.S. against the Catholic Church. Eventually, the 
proceedings in federal bankruptcy court will lead to the creation of a 
compensation fund to pay settlements to abuse survivors whose claims are 
upheld. The potential size of the compensation fund isn't yet known and will be 
negotiated. The Boy Scouts kept files of abuse allegations, letters and newspaper 
clippings: a system to raise red flags and get rid of child molesters. They called 
these men “ineligible volunteers.” In 2010, lawyers in Oregon forced the scouts to 
disclose about 1,000 of the files tracing back to the 1960s. The lawyers published 



the records online and they became known as the “Perversion Files.” A jury also 
awarded $19.9 million damages to a Portland man abused as a Scout. It was the 
largest verdict against the group in its long history. The abused boys said they 
suffered shame and guilt and sometimes sexually transmitted diseases. Later, 
many say they became alcoholic, addicted, or experienced issues with anger and 
problems with relationships. According to the lawyers, some men committed 
suicide. /  
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BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Oregon’s Two-Week Freeze to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus. It takes effect today and continues through December 
2. The Freeze limit restaurants and bars to take-out and delivery. It closes gyms, 
fitness centers, pools, sports courts, movie theaters, museums, zoos, gardens, 
aquariums and other venues. Grocery stores, pharmacies and retail stores are 
limited to 75 percent of their maximum capacity. Faith-based organizations will 
see their capacity reduced to 25 people indoors and 50 people outdoors. 
Businesses must close their offices to the public and mandate work-from-home 
“to the greatest extent possible.” The Freeze also restricts social gatherings to no 
more than six people from no more than two households. The freeze does not 
apply to barber shops, hair salons, congregate homeless sheltering, outdoor 
recreation and sports, youth programs, childcare, and K-12 schools that are 
already open. After months of asking people to voluntarily meet COVID 
restrictions and law enforcement agencies trying to educate offenders, violation of 
the latest mandates would be a Class C misdemeanor and people could face a 
citation, fine or arrest. ; Governor Kate Brown announced yesterday that the state 
will commit $55 million in financial assistance to support Oregon businesses 
impacted by COVID-19 restrictions. The funds will be allocated to counties to 
distribute to local businesses with priority given to those in the hospitality industry; 
businesses impacted by the Two-Week Freeze; small businesses; and 
businesses owned by women and people of color. Each Oregon county will 
receive at least half-a-million dollars in business relief funds, with additional 
money allocated based on a county’s population. The counties will handle 
applications for aid and distribution of the money. The Governor’s Office 
anticipates that funds will be distributed to counties within the next several weeks. 
The state earlier in the pandemic distributed more than $100 million to Oregon 
businesses. / LAW ENFORCEMENT, HEALTH: They say they recognize that we 
cannot arrest or enforce our way out of the pandemic. But they say we all can 
work together to make our communities a safer and healthy place. The Oregon 
State Sheriffs' Association, the Oregon Association of Chiefs of Police and the 
Oregon State Police yesterday issued a call for Oregonians to comply with the 
Two-Week Freeze. As law enforcement professionals, the statement from the 
organizations emphasizes that their primary objective throughout the pandemic 
has been “education first,” encouraging voluntary compliance, and taking 
enforcement action only as a last resort. The policing groups say they recognize 



the inconvenience the pandemic and subsequent restrictions have caused. But 
they also know that the risk to our most vulnerable populations is extremely high 
and urge everyone to follow these restrictions in order to protect others. Business 
and workplace violations should be reported to Oregon OSHA. Violations in 
restaurants and bars should be reported to Oregon OSHA or the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission. / SAFETY, BUSINESS, HEALTH: Oregon is putting a two-
week freeze on requirements that grocers and other retailers accept various 
empty beverage containers for their 10-cent redemption. In the interim, you might 
need to take your empties to your local BottleDrop redemption site. Officials with 
the Oregon Liquor Control Commission say the temporary change is intended to 
better protect grocery and retail workers during the surge in coronavirus cases. 
The freeze does not ban retailers from taking in bottles for redemption, some 
might still accept your empties between now and December 2. But check before 
you go. The OLCC encourages you to store your bottles at home until the 
enforcement reprieve is lifted. / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: Oregon’s 
unemployment rate dropped a full point last month, to 6.9 percent in October from 
7.9 percent in September. That’s in line with the national jobless picture. Oregon 
employers added 14,200 jobs in October. Over the past four months, our state’s 
rate of job growth has averaged 14,400 per month, after that big rebound in May 
and June. Oregon now has recovered close to half of the 46 percent of the jobs 
cut in March and April. The largest gains were in construction (+6,100 jobs), 
professional and business services (+4,300), and leisure and hospitality (+4,300). 
Declines were largest in the government sector (-7,400 jobs). Leisure and 
Hospitality continues to be the industry most impacted by the economic effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Its employment bounced back substantially in May and 
June, but job gains have slowed over the past four months and overall 
employment remains 25 percent pre-pandemic levels. Most schools in Oregon 
were impacted by a combination of distance learning and declining enrollment this 
fall, which resulted in job cuts at all levels of education averaging between 15 and 
20 percent. ; The Oregon Employment Department is preparing for an increase in 
unemployment claims during the Two-Week Freeze. If your employment is 
impacted, you might need to either file an initial claim or restart a stopped 
claim. The Employment Department is shoring up its phone response by 
supplementing staff with members of the National Guard. The department is also 
developing an option that allows impacted employers to submit employee 
information in bulk. That would minimize the need for employees to locate key 
information that might not be easily accessible. Oregonians whose employment is 
impacted by the Two-Week Freeze should take the Employment Department’s 
Eligibility Quiz at https://unemployment.oregon.gov/workers/eligibility-quiz to 
determine which benefit program they are eligible for. If a claimant has returned to 
work and their employment is impacted by the Two-Week Freeze, they will need 
to restart their claim. Claims may be restarted by going to the Online Claim 
System at https://secure.emp.state.or.us/ocs4/index.cfm and selecting Restart 
Your Claim (the eighth button down). Those unable to restart their claim this way 
should contact the Employment Department via the Contact Us form at 
https://unemployment.oregon.gov/contact-us and select the Restarting my claim 
option. / TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: Officials with Lane Transit District are 
reminding you to make essential bus trips only for groceries, medical 
appointments, and other vital services. LTD will continue to operate on its current 



schedule. The bus system cleans its vehicles nightly with strong disinfectants and 
buses are cleaned throughout the day, as well. Passengers continue to be 
required to enter and exit through the rear door of the bus unless they need 
boarding assistance. Riders must wear hands-free face masks or covers over 
their nose and mouth. Lane Transit continues to limit capacity on its buses to 
provide physical distancing. Bus rides continue to be free. Fares are expected to 
resume once LTD finishes installing protective barriers around the bus driver’s 
seat. Learn more at www.ltd.org ; Officials at Eugene’s Airport are working to 
reassure those who must travel during the pandemic that they are doing 
everything they can to keep things safe. This week, they announced that Eugene 
Airport has achieved a “gold standard” accreditation from the Global Bio-risk 
Advisory Council. In doing so, the worldwide cleaning industry association notes 
that Eugene Airport has implemented the most stringent protocols for cleaning, 
disinfection and infectious disease prevention in the passenger terminal building. 
Acting Eugene Airport Director Cathryn Stephens is a member of the 
organization’s airport executive working group that helped develop the guidelines 
for airport cleaning and precautions. / HEALTH: Lane County received reports 
yesterday of 80 new confirmed or presumptive cases of COVID-19. Officials say 
306 people remain infectious with 14 of those hospitalized—four of whom are in 
the intensive-care unit. Additionally, 639 people remain “under monitoring,” which 
means they have been asked to quarantine because they were exposed to 
someone who has tested positive for the coronavirus. The county’s death toll now 
stands at 36 after health officials received word yesterday of the most recent 
victim of the virus: A 70-year-old woman from Eugene-Springfield. On Monday, 
they announced the COVID-related death of a 30-year-old man. Public health 
officials say they continue to see cases tied to a handful of large Halloween 
parties and remain concerned about another surge after Thanksgiving. They say 
there has been a slight drop in infections among college-age adults but an 
increase in workplace-related cases. The spread of the coronavirus in long-term 
care facilities remains a major concern. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 935 new confirmed or presumptive cases of the coronavirus and 13 new 
deaths. Oregon’s pandemic death toll stands at 778. ; Yesterday’s stormy 
weather forced Lane County Public Health to cancel its drive-up outdoor free flu 
shot clinic yesterday in the Lane Events Center parking lot in Eugene. County 
officials apologize for that an say they will reschedule as soon as weather allows. 
/ CRIME: Eugene Police say a former music ministry leader at a local church was 
sentenced to 125 years in prison after being found guilty during a jury trial of 
repeatedly sexually assaulting a minor under the age of 12. 40-year-old Edward 
Samuel Thompson of Eugene was arrested on multiple counts of Rape, Sodomy, 
and Sex Abuse. Investigators say the sexual assaults occurred over a six-year 
period. At the time of his arrest, it was reported that Thompson was a long-term 
member and a music ministry leader at Christ Fellowship Church in Eugene and a 
former member of Eugene Faith Center. Police also received information that 
Thompson had traveled outside of Oregon during the timeframe that the charges 
occurred, to include locations in Montana, Idaho, California and Arizona and were 
concerned about the possibility there might be additional victims. / SAFETY: 
Oregon State Police say a 78-year-old Springfield man died yesterday morning in 
a single-vehicle crash on Highway 126-E near Milepost 14, east of Walterville. 
Investigators say shortly before 9:00 a.m., a Jaguar sedan operated by Albert 



Lundberg was westbound when it left the roadway and crashed. Lundberg was 
pronounced deceased at the hospital. / DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, 
HOUSING, POLITICS: Oregon’s entire congressional delegation is urging the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to assume 100 percent of the 
cost for debris removal and emergency protective measures from the Labor Day 
wildfires that ripped through the state this year. In a letter to FEMA, Oregon’s two 
U.S. Senators and five congressional representatives declared their support for a 
similar state request. Oregon Emergency Management experts predict clean-up 
costs will total more than $1 billion—a burden for the state while it also responds 
to the pandemic. The letter noted the damage assessment from the 2020 fire 
season in Oregon now exceeds the regulatory threshold for FEMA to support an 
increased federal cost share from 75 percent to 100 percent. / ENVIRONMENT, 
BUSINESS, TRIBES: A new agreement is paving the way for the largest dam 
demolition in U.S. history to try to save salmon that are critical to tribes and have 
dwindled to almost nothing in recent years. If the deal goes forward, it will revive 
plans to remove four massive hydroelectric dams on the Klamath River along the 
Oregon-California border, emptying giant reservoirs and reopening potential fish 
habitat that's been blocked for more than a century. The new plan makes Oregon 
and California equal partners in the demolition with a nonprofit entity, easing 
concerns from regulators. It still must be approved by the U.S. government. 
Previous efforts to address problems in the Klamath Basin have fallen apart amid 
years of legal sparring that generated distrust among tribes, fishing groups, 
farmers and environmentalists, and the new agreement could face more legal 
challenges. Some state and federal lawmakers criticized it as a financially 
irresponsible overreach by leaders in Oregon and California. The Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission must approve the deal. If accepted, it would allow 
PacifiCorp the utility’s owner, Berkshire Hathaway, to walk away from aging dams 
that are more of an albatross than a profit-generator, while addressing regulators' 
concerns. Oregon, California and the nonprofit Klamath River Renewal 
Corporation would jointly take over the hydroelectric license from PacifiCorp. The 
nonprofit will oversee the work to remove the four southernmost dams in a string 
of six constructed in southern Oregon and far Northern California beginning in 
1918. The dams were built solely for power generation and are not used for 
irrigation or managed for flood control. /  
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HEALTH: Lane County received reports yesterday of 116 new confirmed or 
presumptive cases of COVID-19. Officials say 375 people are considered 
infectious—and increase of 71 from the day before. Sixteen patients are 
hospitalized with three of those currently being treated in the intensive-care unit. 
Additionally, 665 people remain “under monitoring,” which means they have been 
asked to quarantine because they were exposed to someone who has tested 
positive for the coronavirus. The county’s death toll now stands at 37 after health 
officials received word yesterday of the most recent victim of the virus: A 76-year-
old man from the Eugene-Springfield area from complications of the coronavirus. 
He had been hospitalized at the time of his death. Lane County’s total infections 
since the start of the pandemic hit 3,500 yesterday—the same day the total 
number of cases in the United States exceeded 11.5 million and the total number 
of U.S. deaths hit more than 250,000. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 1,099 new confirmed or presumptive cases of the coronavirus and 10 
new deaths. Oregon’s pandemic death toll stands at 788. And the number of 
people hospitalized with COVID-19 in Oregon yesterday surpassed 400, the 
highest number since the pandemic began and a 137 percent increase since the 
beginning of November. State health officials said Wednesday that 406 people 
were hospitalized, with 94 in intensive care. On November 1, by comparison, 
Oregon had less than half those numbers with 171 people in the hospital with 
COVID-19. The largest surges in coronavirus patients at hospitals are in the 
Portland area, followed by the Willamette Valley, and Oregon’s Jackson and 
Josephine counties. Oregon began a statewide "freeze" on social activity 
Wednesday in an attempt to slow the spread of the virus and reduce the strain on 
hospitals across the state. ; Oregon last week set a new record for the number of 
weekly COVID cases. With close to 6,500 cases in seven days, the number from 
last week was 25 percent higher than the previous record. The percentage of 
positive tests for the coronavirus also increased last week from 11.9 percent to 
12.5 percent—another record. People between the ages of 20 and 49 accounted 
for slightly more than half of last week’s cases. And while medical care providers 
have reduced COVID death rates slightly in recent months as they learn more 
about treating those with severe cases of the virus, people age 70 and older 
remain the most vulnerable and account for three of every four Oregon deaths. / 
BUSINESS, HEALTH: If you own a small business, another round of emergency 
funding is available on a first-come, first-served basis today. Business Oregon is 



going to release $20 million in Emergency Small Business Assistance Funds. 
This round is intended to target businesses that have not received funds through 
previous rounds of State funding. That includes those with 26-100 employees that 
have received $100,000-$1,000,000 in federal funding or 25 or fewer employees 
that received $100,000-$1,000,000 in federal funding (either through the 
Paycheck Protection Program and / or the Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
program). This will be Round 5 of Business Oregon's Emergency Small Business 
Assistance Fund. But it is important that you apply immediately if you are 
interested, because the money will go fast. Businesses should apply directly 
through Business Oregon. Also, keep in mind for later this month: $55 million in 
additional small business assistance funds will be coming from the State of 
Oregon. Lane County officials are waiting to learn how much they will receive for 
local businesses and any eligibility criteria. / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: 
Thanksgiving or perhaps a few days before or after. That’s when the Oregon 
Employment Department hopes to pay hundreds of millions of dollars in delayed 
federal “waiting week” money to Oregonians who lost their jobs or saw hours cut 
during the pandemic. Oregon is the only state in the nation that has not paid 
“waiting week” money to jobless residents. Newly unemployed workers must 
typically wait a week before being eligible for benefits, but Congress waived that 
requirement in March. The money has been delayed while programmers work to 
update the Employment Department’s aging computers. It was not an easy task 
because they needed to update the software without risking taking the whole 
system offline and interrupting regular weekly unemployment payments. You 
qualify for the “waiting week” payment if you applied or apply for regular 
unemployment insurance benefits between March 8 of this year and January 2 of 
next year. The amount of money you will receive depends on when you filed your 
first week of benefits. If you first filed during the weeks when the federal 
government boosted state benefits, you will receive that amount as well. But if 
your first week was before those programs went into effect or after those 
programs expired, your payment will not include that money. And again, the 
“waiting week” payment is for those who qualify for regular unemployment 
benefits. You will not receive this payment if you sought benefits through the 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program, which provides money to self-
employed, contract, or "gig" workers. While officials with the Oregon Employment 
Department hope to get payments to most of those who qualify by Thanksgiving, 
Interim Director David Gerstenfeld says about one-quarter of those who qualify—
including those receiving extended benefits or in the WorkShare program—might 
have to wait a bit longer while the agency finalizes some details on their claims. 
They are expected to be paid by the end of December or sometime in January, at 
the latest. ; The Oregon Employment Department has paid out benefits to close to 
380,000 people since the wave of pandemic-related layoffs and furloughs. It’s 
estimated the state might receive another 51,000 new or restarted claims from 
workers impacted by the Two-Week Freeze. The Employment Department last 
week still had a backlog of 34,600 claims awaiting “adjudication,” a process to 
determine whether some workers with complex employment histories qualify for 
benefits. Officials hope to adjudicate those claims by year’s end. The department 
revealed in a deposition last month that as many as 90,000 other people have 
pending claims that may also require adjudication. And an unknown number of 
self-employed workers continue waiting for benefits under the newer federal 



Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: 
Should Oregon lawmakers meet in special session next month to allot more 
money for pandemic relief? House Speaker Tina Kotek (KOH’-tehk) is calling for 
that, saying Oregonians continue to struggle financially. She would like to see 
another $100 million spent to help keep Oregonians housed and stabilize the 
rental market as the pandemic continues into 2021. Kotek's push for a special 
session came as the state's latest revenue forecast was released Wednesday. It 
was essentially unchanged from the September estimate by the Oregon Office of 
Economic Analysis, showing lawmakers would likely have $124 million more in 
tax revenue for this two-year budget period compared with the forecast three 
months ago. / LOW-INCOME, HEALTH: If you’re struggling during the statewide 
Two-Week Freeze, a reminder that the State of Oregon offers a wide range of 
services. You may apply for food, cash and childcare assistance provided through 
the Oregon Department of Human Services (DHS) online. Visit 
https://govstatus.egov.com/or-dhs-benefits for information on how to apply for 
assistance using the DHS online application, email, mail, telephone or application 
drop-off. Oregonians who need urgent and ongoing food assistance may visit 
https://needfood.oregon.gov Older adults or people with disabilities who need 
additional information about resources available to help may call 1-855-ORE-
ADRC (1-855-673-2372) or visit www.adrcoforegon.org Information on how to 
apply for domestic violence assistance can also be found at 
https://govstatus.egov.com/or-dhs-benefits While many Department of Human 
Services offices remain open to the public for essential business, you are 
encouraged to apply online, by email, by phone, or to call before coming in. In 
most cases, you do not need to visit an office in person to get assistance. For 
more ways to connect with DHS or to find other types of assistance, contact 
211info: By dialing 2-1-1 from any phone; Text your zip code to 898211; By email 
at help@211info.org ; 211info.org ; Covid19.211info.org / DISASTERS, 
BUSINESS: In the wake of September’s destructive wildfires, one of the many 
challenges facing returning residents is a lack of reliable phone service. At a 
board meeting this week, member of Oregon’s Public Utility Commission ordered 
the companies serving wildfire-impacted communities to provide a temporary 
voice service option no later than December 1 and to restore their facilities by 
January 1. The order applies to Lumen, the parent company for CenturyLink; 
United Telephone Company of the Northwest; and Qwest Corporation. Megan 
Decker, the PUC chairperson, says telecommunications service is a necessary 
utility for Oregonians, and is especially important to those living in more rural 
areas without a range of communication alternatives. She noted that many 
residents affected by the wildfires have been without phone service for more than 
two months. With winter approaching, Decker says that is a safety concern. If you 
have questions or concerns about your telecommunications or other utility 
services, contact the Oregon Public Utility Commission at 
puc.consumer@state.or.us or 503-378-6600 or 800-522-2404. The PUC also 
accepts all relay calls. / CRIME: A 62-year-old Springfield man will spend 12-and-
a-half years in prison without possibility of early release plus four years of post-
prison supervision after pleading guilty and being convicted of sexually abusing 
two youths over the past several years. Detectives with the Springfield Police 
Department arrested Richard Dale Evarts in September after the youths, ages 10 
and 15, reported the repeated sexual abuse. Court records revealed that Evarts 



had been convicted in a 1993 case involving another young person. He was 
sentenced to 18 months in prison in that case. After Evarts’ arrest this year, 
investigators learned of several earlier abuse allegations that were never reported 
to law enforcement. The Lane County District Attorney’s Office yesterday thanked 
Springfield Police for their thorough investigation and commended the victims for 
their courage in coming forward to report the crimes. Springfield Police 
investigators say any additional victims of Richard Evarts are encouraged to 
contact them. ; Two brothers in their early 20s have been charged in connection 
with this month’s incident where several suspicious devices were found in the 
parking lot of Roseburg High School. Police say the two live near the school and it 
is believed they tossed the items over the fence into the parking lot sometime on 
November 12. When the objects were spotted it prompted a rapid response by 
the Roseburg Police Department and Oregon State Police Explosives Unit. At the 
time, it was suspected they were potentially altered fireworks. Investigators are 
awaiting confirmation on what the devices contained. Investigators say there 
currently is nothing that leads them to believe the brothers, 22-year-old Jonathan 
Long and 21-year-old Tyler Ganieany, were trying to harm anyone or damage any 
property. However, the two men now face charges of Unlawful Manufacture of a 
Destructive Device, which is a Class C felony in Oregon. They also are charged 
with violating terms of their probation. ; Roseburg Police this week filed charges 
against a 38-year-old man in connection with numerous instances of damage to 
the Douglass County Republican Headquarters building. Investigators say Sean 
Michael O’Grady of Roseburg is accused of Criminal Mischief and remains lodged 
at the Douglas County Jail. During the past several months, police say they 
investigated multiple cases of someone breaking some of the office windows and 
spraying graffiti on the outside of the building. / SPORTS: Former Oregon point 
guard Payton Pritchard is joining the Boston Celtics. The Celtics selected 
Pritchard, the National Point Guard of the Year and Pac-12 Player of the Year, as 
the 26th overall pick in yesterday’s first round of the NBA draft. Pritchard became 
the sixth Duck in the last four years selected in the Draft. His selection on 
Wednesday also made Oregon the only college in the country with first round 
picks in the 2020 NBA, NFL and WNBA drafts. Pritchard is the eighth NBA Draft 
pick during coach Dana Altman’s tenure at Oregon and the 53rd all-time pick in 
UO history. Celtics general manager Danny Ainge was born and raised in Eugene 
and was a multi-sport star at North Eugene High School. ; Justin Herbert made 
sports headlines yesterday when he showed off his new haircut. The Los Angeles 
Chargers’ rookie quarterback and former Oregon Duck star created a buzz on 
social media when he showed off his buzzcut. The Sheldon High School graduate 
was known for his shaggy locks. Herbert told reporters he is not superstitious and 
didn’t do it to try to snap the Chargers’ three-game losing streak going into 
Sunday’s game against the New York Jets. Instead, he simply said it was time. / 
SPORTS, HEALTH: Pac-12 teams are doing everything they can to make sure 
they get enough games in to legitimately be considered for a bowl. UCLA and 
California even got together and scheduled their own Sunday morning game at 
the Rose Bowl. But time is quickly running out as the league enters its third 
weekend with coronavirus cases spiking across the nation. Cal, Washington, 
Arizona and Arizona State have played just once. Five Pac-12 games have been 
canceled, including Colorado’s meeting with the Sun Devils that was set for next 
Saturday. / RECREATION: Quick note for people on the coast during the next two 



weeks: The formal garden area in Shore Acres State Park, near Charleston, is 
closed through December 2. The rest of the park remains open including the 
viewpoint and trails outside the garden area. The annual Shore Acres Holiday 
Lights event usually scheduled from Thanksgiving to New Year’s and held in the 
garden was canceled earlier this year because of the ongoing pandemic. If you 
visit this park or any other state park and wayside, officials remind you to wear a 
face covering, limit social gatherings (including outdoors) to no more than six 
people and two households, and maintain at least 6-feet physical distance from 
anyone not in your household. Day-use parking fees are in effect at Oregon’s 
state parks. / BUSINESS, LEGAL: Thousands of Les Schwab Tire Centers 
employees in Oregon will receive $2,500 checks this month as part of a 
settlement over a lawsuit that said the chain hadn't given workers enough time for 
lunch. The Oregonian and OregonLive report the 2017 lawsuit alleged the 
Schwab employees hadn't received the full, 30-minute lunch breaks that Oregon 
law requires for hourly employees. The Bend-based company continues to 
maintain that it provides the requisite lunch breaks but agreed to pay $16 million 
to over 3,700 employees to settle the case. Les Schwab is one of Oregon's 
biggest companies, with annual sales of $1.8 billion. The court will mail the 
checks directly to eligible employees and former employees. /  
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HEALTH: A big surge in new coronavirus cases and deaths in Oregon. The 
Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 1,225 new confirmed or presumptive 
cases of the coronavirus and 20 new deaths. Both are grim new daily records. 
Oregon’s pandemic death toll stands at 808. Just three weeks ago, the state 
counted its 700th death. Dr. Patrick Allen, the director of the Oregon Health 
Authority, said yesterday that he has heard frequently from those who refused to 
believe this pandemic is serious if we aren’t seeing increased hospitalizations and 
deaths. Allen says those hospitalizations and deaths are here and are only likely 
to go up. He is pleading with Oregonians to take the virus seriously and do what 
you can to slow the spread: wash your hands, wear a mask, and limit the number 
of people with whom you come in close contact. Oregon began a statewide 
"freeze" on social activity Wednesday in an attempt to slow the spread of the virus 
and reduce the strain on hospitals across the state. But the number of people 
hospitalized with COVID-19 in Oregon yesterday reached 414, another new 
record. At the start of the month, the number was less than half that: 171. Officials 
say 96 patients were being treated statewide in intensive-care units. The largest 
surges in coronavirus patients at hospitals are in the Portland area, followed by 
the Willamette Valley, and Oregon’s Jackson and Josephine counties. ; Lane 
County received reports yesterday of 94 new confirmed or presumptive cases of 
COVID-19. Officials say 416 people are considered infectious—and increase of 
41 from the day before. Twenty-four patients are hospitalized—a big jump from 
Wednesday—with four of those people currently being treated in the intensive-
care unit. Additionally, 665 people remain “under monitoring,” which means they 
have been asked to quarantine because they were exposed to someone who has 
tested positive for the coronavirus. The county’s death toll now stands at 37. / 
BUSINESS, RELIGION, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Some pushback in a number 
of Oregon counties to the governor’s order of the Two-Week Freeze that took 
effect on Wednesday. To the south of us, members of the Douglas County Board 
of Commissioners say they do not agree with the statewide order, nor with asking 
counties to enforce any violations. They say they support recommendations from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and local health officials. But the 
statement says the commission members cannot in good conscience get behind 
citing or potentially arresting people for gathering with family on Thanksgiving or 
for attending church services. Similarly, members of the Linn County Board of 
Commissioners yesterday issued a statement saying they understand the realities 



of COVID-19. But they say they draw the line when dealing with decisions relating 
to individual residences, businesses, or religion. Since the start of the pandemic, 
law enforcement agencies across the state have worked to educate those in 
violation of health guidelines and state executive orders and policies. In some 
counties, law enforcement agencies have said they will issue citations or consider 
arrests, but only in cases of flagrant violations of the Two-Week Freeze, such as 
large parties and other big gatherings where people are not wearing masks and 
not physically distancing. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: In a move to expand local 
capacity, the University of Oregon is offering free COVID-19 to Lane County 
residents on three days this month. It requires signing up at least one day ahead 
to book an appointment, then arriving at the Matthew Knight Arena for the test. 
The tests are available to community members who are not showing symptoms of 
the virus. You’ll be provided a nasal swap to collect your own sample, which will 
then be tested by UO experts. The next testing availabilities are on Monday and 
Tuesday, November 23-24. Participants must be 18 years of age or older, wear a 
mask and present some form of identification. All participants must sign up in 
advance on the UO’s website. Allow 15-30 minutes from arrival to completion of 
the sampling process. U-of-O officials estimate they can process up to 4,000 
nasal swabs each week. Those who test positive for COVID-19 will be notified of 
the results by a telephone call within four days after the test. Those who consent 
to receive a negative result via secure email will receive results within four 
business days. Next week’s testing availabilities are: Monday, November 23:  
8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday, November 24:  8:00 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. University of Oregon officials say they anticipate making additional 
testing opportunities available in December. If you believe you have been 
exposed to or are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, do not go to the testing 
site. Instead, contact your medical provider for immediate diagnostic testing and 
treatment. ; Two weekends ago, teams of students and health researchers from 
the University of Oregon and Oregon State University fanned out across 30 
Eugene neighborhoods. They offered residents free, voluntary testing for the 
coronavirus. Now we have the result, and it is relatively good news. The TRACE 
Community field teams received samples from 304 households and 463 people. 
There were no positive results, but researchers using additional modeling data 
estimated the likely rate of infection and estimated it at roughly five people per 
1,000 in Eugene during the survey weekend. Experts say the numbers are 
encouraging and indicate, at least among those surveyed, that people are 
working to keep themselves and members of their households safe. They say that 
is especially important now that the cool, wet weather is here, people are 
spending more time inside ahead of the holidays. Eugene has a population of 
172,000 and makes up nearly half of Lane County’s population of 382,000. Lane 
County has reported 37 COVID-19 fatalities and 3,594 cases, according to the 
Oregon Health Authority. Negative tests in Lane County number 91,967. But while 
five cases in 1,000 may seem like a low number, experts say it is important to 
remember that prevalence is not the same as COVID-19 risk. Prevalence 
indicates how relatively widespread the virus is in a target population but does not 
tell you your likelihood of getting the virus based on your work or school setting or 
household contacts. They say the more people you encounter, the greater the 
likelihood that you will be in contact with someone who has the virus. Social 
distancing, wearing a mask and washing your hands will help, but it is a numbers 



game: The more people you are around, the greater the odds of encountering an 
infected person. / HOUSING, HEALTH: The Oregon Homeownership Stabilization 
Initiative (OHSI) has launched a mortgage relief program to help homeowners at 
risk of losing their homes due to COVID-related financial hardship. The $20 
million program provides assistance to homeowners who have experienced a 
financial hardship to help them avoid foreclosure. It comes in form of a one-time 
payment directly to mortgage servicers to bring delinquent first-lien mortgage 
accounts current. The state program uses federal pandemic relief funds and was 
first used during the Great Recession, helping more than 16,000 families keep 
their homes by invested more than $300 million in direct assistance to 
Oregonians since 2011. To be eligible for the program, you must have: Become 
past due on mortgage payments after Jan. 1, 2020; Experienced a financial 
hardship such as job loss, reduced income, high medical costs, disability, death in 
the family, or divorce; And youR mortgage payment is no more than 45 percent of 
your household monthly income. More eligibility requirements and a FAQ, as well 
as the application portal, are available on the Oregon Homeownership 
Stabilization Initiative website at https://www.oregonhomeownerhelp.org/  
Housing counseling partners are also available to assist homeowners with the 
application process. The assistance is offered through a no-interest, forgivable, 
five-year loan that requires no payment from the recipients so long as they do not 
sell or refinance their home for cash for at least five years. Because funds are 
limited, homeowners in need are encouraged to apply as soon as possible. / 
HEALTH, SAFETY, WILDLIFE: Can it get any more 2020 than this? Now, we 
have rats. Across the United States, households are reporting an increase in rats 
and mice since the coronavirus pandemic began, according to a survey by a pest-
management company. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
acknowledging the nation’s pandemic-related rodent problem, notes that 
restaurants have reduced service, which means fewer food scraps are ending up 
in the dumpsters on which rats and mice often feed. And, according to Smith’s 
Pest Management, a California service that commissioned the survey via Google 
Surveys, our houses are the perfect substitute. Because we’re home more, we’re 
producing more garbage. Nationwide, 1 in 3 households report a notable increase 
in garbage accumulation, the Smith’s survey said. We’re also cleaning less, with 1 
in 4 households across the nation reporting they’re not cleaning as thoroughly as 
they did before the pandemic. Experts say if you have stored food products, make 
sure you keep the storage area clean and sanitized to prevent pest 
contamination. Clean up spills immediately and make sure to stay up to date with 
the trash removal schedule, so you don’t have an overflow on your hands. In 
addition, the CDC recommends taking preventive actions to reduce your home’s 
attractiveness to rats. That includes sealing rodent-friendly entrance points to 
your home, removing debris and vegetation, keeping trash in tightly covered cans 
or bins and not leaving pet or bird food in the yard. / HOMELESSNESS, SAFETY, 
WEATHER: Cold weather is returning tonight, prompting the activation of the 
Egan Warming Center. It also is on standby for Saturday. The Egan Warming 
Center is a coalition of community members from service providers, nonprofits, 
churches and local government who work to ensure homeless people have 
shelter during extreme cold weather. The centers operate whenever temperatures 
drop below 30 degrees between November 15th and March 31st. The Egan 
Warming Center is named in honor of Major Thomas Egan, a local homeless man 



who froze to death during a cold spell in 2008. Tonight, the Lane Events Center at 
the county fairgrounds off West 13th Avenue will host those needing shelter in the 
Wheeler Pavilion, which opens at 7:00 p.m., and Expo Hall #2, which opens at 
9:00 p.m. With COVID distancing in place, there is only space for 80 guests plus 
volunteers. But pets are welcome. The Egan Warming Center also is opening a 
Youth Site at First United Methodist Church, located at 1376 Olive Street in 
Eugene. This site opens at 6:00 p.m. and pets are welcome. Coordinators are still 
working to secure a site in Springfield for future cold nights. / WEATHER, 
SAFETY: He was missing for close to 36 hours but was being rescued overnight. 
Search and Rescue crews say they have located a missing hunter in the Rock 
Creek Wilderness Area in northwestern Lane County. 30-year-old Tyler Saxon of 
Creswell was dropped off in the area on Tuesday morning and was supposed to 
meet up with someone a few hours later. But he never showed, leading family 
members to report him missing a short time later. The Lane County Sheriff's 
Office Search and Rescue leaders deployed a team that searched all night 
Tuesday, all day Wednesday and into Thursday. They were joined by Search and 
Rescue teams from Linn County, Lincoln County, and Benton County, along with 
a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter crew. Yesterday afternoon, crews located Tyler 
Saxon in a heavily wooded area near where he was dropped off.  They say he 
has non-life-threatening injuries and searchers were working overnight to get him 
out safely.   / CRIME: They say he somehow survived crashing a Tesla on 
Tuesday night while speeding at close to 100 mph. But in the process, the out-of-
control vehicle left a heavily traveled Corvallis roadway (800 block of NW Walnut) 
and traveled close to 300 feet, shearing a power pole, and striking and knocking 
over two trees and a telephone junction box. The damage destroyed the 2019 
Tesla Model S, sending batteries from the vehicle flying. Some shattered windows 
of two nearby residences, with one landing on a person’s lap and the second 
landing on a bed, catching the bedding on fire. A tire ripped from the car struck 
the second story siding of a nearby apartment complex with such force that it 
ruptured the water pipes within the wall, destroying the bathroom to the apartment 
and flooding the downstairs portion of the apartment as well. Corvallis Police say 
the driver fled on foot and was located approximately three blocks away. He was 
hospitalized with minor injuries. Investigators say the suspect, 21-year-old Dylan 
Milota of Corvallis, was impaired by marijuana. He was cited at the hospital for 
DUII, Hit and Run, Criminal Mischief, Reckless Driving and Reckless 
Endangering. Corvallis Police also urged nearby residents to remain alert for 
hundreds of potentially hazardous small batteries from the vehicle that could be in 
the area. Because they were damaged in the wreck, the batteries are potentially 
flammable. They say the batteries can reportedly stay hot to the touch for up to 24 
hours and could cause burns if handled; can release toxic fumes that may harm 
people and animals if inhaled; and can leak substances that may harm people 
and animals if they are exposed. / ECONOMY, EDUCATION, DEVELOPMENT: A 
major local construction project is wrapping up this fall in Eugene and on 
December 2, the University of Oregon will stream online its grand opening of the 
Phil and Penny Knight Campus for Accelerating Scientific Impact. The state-of-
the-art research facility took shape on the north side of Franklin Boulevard and 
will house faculty and student teams whose work to date focuses on spinal 
injuries, strokes, macular degeneration, rheumatoid arthritis and diabetes. 
Launched in 2016 with a $500 million lead gift from the Knights — the largest ever 



to a public flagship university — and augmented with $70 million in state bonds 
and additional philanthropy, the mission of the Knight Campus is to accelerate the 
cycle of translating scientific discoveries into innovations that improve quality of 
life for those in Oregon and beyond. The 160,000-square-foot first building 
connects to existing UO science facilities with a sky bridge over Franklin 
Boulevard. The building and research efforts are designed to dramatically reduce 
the time it takes for discoveries to enter the market, where they can improve lives 
as new procedures, medical devices or treatments. The building combines under 
one roof labs, classrooms, an innovation center and cutting-edge core facilities. 
Campus leaders say the focused collaborative approach is already fueling 
success. Faculty members recruited from around the world have launched three 
start-up companies, moving new technologies into the marketplace. The campus 
is moving into graduate programming in bioengineering. The Knight Campus 
Graduate Internship Program, which offers an accelerated master’s degree, 
places 90 percent of its graduates into careers within three months of graduation. 
/ ENVIRONMENT: The Trump administration announced plans that ease 
protections for sage grouse in the West, prompting an outcry by critics who say 
the move paves the way for widespread mining and drilling and ignores a federal 
court ruling. U.S. officials plan to publish the plans Friday in the Federal Register 
as part of a process that could allow the plans to take effect shortly before Trump 
leaves office. The ground-dwelling greater sage grouse is at the center of a bitter 
conflict between the administration and conservationists involving how much of 
the West's public lands should be opened to development. The six plans cover 
Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Nevada/northeastern California, and Oregon. /  
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HEALTH: AstraZeneca says that late-stage trials showed its coronavirus vaccine 
was up to 90 percent effective, giving public health officials hope they may soon 
have access to a vaccine that is cheaper and easier to distribute than some of its 
rivals. The results announced this morning are based on interim analysis of trials 
in the U.K. and Brazil of the vaccine. Dr. Andrew Pollard said if people were given 
a half-dose followed by a full dose, protection was about 90 percent. Two other 
drugmakers, Pfizer and Moderna, this month reported preliminary results showing 
that their vaccines were almost 95 percent effective. Unlike those, the 
AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine does not have to be stored at ultra-cold 
temperatures, making it far easier to distribute in developing countries. It also is 
cheaper. ; Three days, three daily records for rising coronavirus infections in 
Oregon: On Friday, the Oregon Health Authority reported 1,306 new confirmed or 
presumptive cases of COVID-19 and four new deaths. On Saturday, the state 
reported 1,509 new cases and seven new deaths. On Sunday, health officials 
reported 1,517 new infections and one new death. That is more than 4,300 cases 
over the past three days. Lane County accounted for 259 of those and one new 
death. That bring Lane County’s death toll since the start of the pandemic to 37. 
Oregon’s death toll now stands at 820. Oregon health officials have joined the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in asking people to cancel indoor 
Thanksgiving plans as well as any involve large groups of family and friends. 
Hospitalizations continue to remain high, with at least 458 people occupying beds 
across the state while they are being treated for the coronavirus. Officials say 99 
of those patients are in intensive-care units with 38 of those on ventilators. 
Hospitals across Oregon are making plans to expand bed capacity for COVID 
patients. Some already have begun to postpone elective surgeries. The U.S. has 
seen more than 12.2 million cases of COVID since the start of the pandemic and 
is nearing 257,000 deaths (256,798). / GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, HEALTH: 
Oregon began a statewide "freeze" on social activity Wednesday in an attempt to 
slow the spread of the virus and reduce the strain on hospitals across the state. 
Late last week, nearly three dozen current and incoming Oregon lawmakers sent 
a letter to Governor Kate Brown demanding an immediate increase in COVID-19 
testing statewide as case numbers spike. The letter emphasized that California 
and Washington outrank Oregon in testing but noted Oregon's test positivity rate 
— the percentage of tests that are positive — is much higher. Meantime, the 
Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association is seeking a court order from a federal 



judge to block the governor’s Two-Week Freeze, which restricts restaurants and 
bars to take-out and delivery, only. The association represents 10,000 food 
service and 2,000 lodging businesses across the state. Its legal filing argues the 
new restrictions will cause devastating effects for its members and their 
employees. The lawsuit was filed on Friday in U.S. District Court in Portland. The 
suit alleges that the governor’s order violates due process and equal protection, 
and that Brown has exceeded her power in issuing it. The filing from the Oregon 
Restaurant & Lodging Association urges a judge to grant a temporary injunction 
that would bar the order’s enforcement, in whole or in part, while the case is 
pending. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports Several restaurant owners have 
filed supporting statements to the court. Among them, Chad West—the co-owner 
of Eugene-based Mucho Gusto Mexican Kitchen, as well as DickieJo’s Burgers, 
DickieYo’s Frozen Treats, and Bill & Tim’s Barbeque and Tap House. West said 
in the statement supporting the legal filing that his businesses were closed for 
nine weeks starting in mid-March due to the pandemic. He says they began 
reopening in May, but sales have dropped. And West estimated he’s lost about $1 
million in revenue, according to court records. West notes he plans to maintain 
delivery through online ordering through the two-week freeze, and has reduced 
labor by 340 hours a week, adding, quote, “This model is not sustainable.” The 
governor’s office, through spokeswoman Liz Merah, declined to comment on the 
suit, but pointed to Brown’s announcement this week in which she announced 
$55 million in financial assistance to support Oregon businesses impacted by 
pandemic restrictions. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: Like many colleges across the 
country, the University of Oregon has taken steps to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 among students, faculty, staff, and the community after the 
Thanksgiving holidays: After this week, the remainder of Fall Term is taking place 
entirely online. At the U-of-O, most instruction was already some form of distance 
learning. There had been some small seminars, labs, and other sessions held 
with limited numbers of students. But those sessions will not resume until Winter 
Term. That helps reduce the chance that someone returning from Thanksgiving 
holiday who might be infected with COVID will transmit the virus to others. / 
FISHERIES, BUSINESS: Fresh Oregon Dungeness crab will not be available for 
sale on December 1. The commercial Dungeness season has been delayed until 
at least December 16 along the entire Oregon coast because testing shows the 
crabs still do not have enough meat filling their shells. Regular testing is 
underway to ensure that when the crabs are harvested for consumers, they will 
contain enough high-quality meat. When that is not the case, the commercial 
Dungeness season is delayed making sure a high-quality product is available for 
consumers and to avoid wasting the resource. A second round of crab quality 
testing will happen after Thanksgiving and results will be used to determine if the 
season should open on December 16 or be delayed a bit longer. / SPORTS: The 
Oregon Ducks are ranked Number Nine this morning in the Associated Press Top 
25 College Football Poll. It comes after the close game against UCLA, which the 
Ducks won 38-35. Tyler Shough (say: shuck) threw for 334 yards and three 
touchdowns on Saturday at Autzen as Oregon remained undefeated. The Ducks 
now are 3-0 on the season and solidly atop the standings in the Pac-12 North. 
Devon Williams had six catches for 123 yards, including a 19-yarder for a score 
and a 49-yard reception that helped set up a third-quarter score. ; Alabama is now 
a unanimous No. 1 in The Associated Press college football poll, and 



Northwestern has moved up to No. 11 for its best ranking in 24 years. For the 
second straight week, the top eight teams in the poll held their spots. The 
Crimson Tide received all 62 first-place votes after beating Kentucky 63-3, making 
Alabama the first unanimous No. 1 this season and the first team to do it in the 
regular season since 2018. Notre Dame was No. 2, followed by Ohio State, 
Clemson and Texas A&M. Florida was No. 6 and No. 7 Cincinnati and No. 8 BYU 
also held their spots. The rest of the top 10 saw a tie for No. 9 between Oregon 
and Miami. ; How are things shaping up for the bowl season? Tomorrow, the 
College Football Playoff committee releases its first round of Top 25 rankings. 
The announcement will be carried live on ESPN at 4 p.m. Tuesday. The panel is 
looking to fill spots in six New Year’s Day bowl games, including the four teams 
that will compete for the national title. Those top four teams will participate in 
semifinal games in the Rose Bowl and the Sugar Bowl on January 1. The national 
championship game will be played Monday, January 11, at Hard Rock Stadium in 
Miami Gardens, Florida. Tomorrow’s unveiling of the preliminary standings is the 
first of four sets of rankings during the regular season. On December 20, the 
committee will announce its official pairings. ; Oregon State grabbed a win 
Saturday in Corvallis as quarterback Tristan Gebbia passed for a touchdown, ran 
for a touchdown and was on the receiving end of a score in the Beavers’ 31-27 
victory over Cal. Gebbia is the first Pac-12 quarterback since 1996 to account for 
touchdowns via the air, ground and as a receiver. Gebbia’s 1-yard touchdown run 
with 4:30 remaining, set up by Jesiah Irish’s blocked punt, gave Oregon State its 
final lead. California drove to the Beavers’ 10 late in the fourth quarter, but on 
first-and-goal Chase Garbers’ pass was tipped by Hamilcar Rashed Jr. and 
intercepted by fellow linebacker John McCartan. ; Former Duck quarterback 
Justin Herbert threw for 366 yards and three touchdowns and Los Angeles held 
on for a 34-28 victory over the winless New York Jets to snap a three-game losing 
streak. Keenan Allen set a Chargers franchise record with 16 receptions. Herbert 
tied George Ratterman for the fourth fastest to reach 20 career touchdown 
passes during the second quarter of the Los Angeles’ Chargers game against the 
New York Jets. Herbert had the best first half by a rookie quarterback since at 
least 1991 to give the Los Angeles Chargers a 24-6 lead over the New York Jets 
at halftime. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Cases of the coronavirus continue to plague 
Washington State’s football team. Yesterday, Pac-12 officials announced that 
Friday’s Apple Cup—the annual showdown between the Cougars and the 
Washington Huskies- has been canceled. WSU officials said they cannot field 
enough scholarship players to meet the league’s 53-player minimum. There is no 
opportunity to reschedule, so under Pac-12 policy, the game is being declared a 
“no contest.” On Friday, Washington State was forced to cancel its game two 
days ago against Stanford. / CRIME: Neither driver was injured. But a wrong-way 
vehicle crash early Sunday morning on Interstate Five just north of the junction 
with Highway 38 in Douglas County closed the southbound lanes for close to 
three hours. It was reported shortly after 1:30 a.m. Sunday, when Oregon State 
Police received reports of a commercial truck driving north in the southbound 
lanes. An officer from the Cottage Grove Police Department located 
and attempted to stop the driver but said the suspect drove onto the shoulder and 
continued northbound in an attempt to elude the officer. About one mile south of 
the exit onto Main Street in Cottage Grove, investigators say the truck—operated 
by 53-year-old Tylor Stafford of Shelbyville, Texas—crashed into a southbound 



commercial truck operated by a Portland man. The wrong-way driver’s truck them 
slammed into a concrete barrier and burst into flames. Officials say Stafford 
attempted to run away but was captured by an officer from the Cottage Grove 
Police Department. Stafford was arrested on multiple charges including DUII, 
Reckless Driving, and Reckless Endangering. /  
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EMPLOYMENT, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: After months of uncertainty and a 
rush to write new software, leaders of the Oregon Employment Department 
yesterday announced they have begun paying what are known as “Waiting Week” 
benefits to hundreds of thousands of eligible Oregonians. Oregon is the final state 
to make the payments. They come one month before a year-end deadline to 
distribute the federal money or possibly lose it. Waiting Week falls during the first 
week of a regular unemployment insurance claim for those who meet all eligibility 
requirements. Traditionally, claimants do not receive benefits that week. But the 
federal money meant states could waive the Waiting Week for regular 
Unemployment Insurance initial claims filed between March 8 of this year and 
January 2 of 2021. Oregonians who received Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance (PUA) or Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) will not receive a 
waiting week payment, because those programs already pay claimants' first 
eligible week. The Oregon Employment Department estimates 246,300 
Oregonians were issued payments on Monday totaling $176 million. Most 
claimants can expect to receive that Waiting Week benefit by their typical method 
of payment within three business days. Payments for an estimated 170,000 
people will be delayed because officials say they must be manually processed. 
Most of those recipients will receive their waiting week benefit by the end of 
December. But it might take until the end of January for claimants receiving 
Pandemic Unemployment Emergency Compensation, Extended Benefits, or 
benefits through WorkShare to receive their Waiting Week payment. Eligible 
claimants whose Waiting Week falls between March 29 and July 25 also will 
receive the $600 Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation payment in 
addition to their weekly benefit amount. Eligible claimants whose waiting week 
falls between July 26 and Sept. 5 and who have certified that they are COVID-
impacted will receive the $300 Lost Wages Assistance payment in addition to 
their weekly benefit amount. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: If Oregon lawmakers 
meet in another special session next month, one of the key issues they’ll consider 
is whether to extend the state’s pandemic-related moratorium on evictions for six 
months and provide more assistance to landlords. Lane County lawmaker Julie 
Fahey, a Eugene Democrat, has been leading the push. She says she’s heard 
from many constituents who still are dealing with lost income and increased 
expenses during the pandemic. The proposal calls for lawmakers to extend the 
state’s eviction moratorium through the end of June and allocate $100 million of 



general fund money to existing rental assistance programs and a new fund for 
landlords whose tenants have fallen behind on rent. Under the current eviction 
moratorium, tenants have until March 31 to pay back rent accumulated between 
April 1 and Sept. 30 of this year but must pay back any rent accumulated in the 
final three months of the year on Jan. 1. The new proposal would extend the 
moratorium until June 30 and require tenants to pay back all accumulated rent by 
July 1. Fahey said the new deadline would give families and children certainty 
and stability through the school year. Unlike the sweeping eviction moratorium 
that the Legislature enacted in June, the new proposal would require tenants to 
show they have experienced financial hardship since the start of the coronavirus 
pandemic to receive protections. The previous moratorium did not require tenants 
to prove they were experiencing hardship. Landlords would need to forgive one-
fifth of the amount of rent due to qualify for the state aid. That’s drawn opposition 
from the Oregon Rental Housing Association, which represents rental property 
owners. The head of the organization says a plan to create a $100 million fund to 
help landlords does not go far enough. The association noted that some landlords 
are pulling rental properties from the market and either selling them, converting 
them to vacation rentals, or increasing rental requirements. Oregon already has 
paid more than $60 million in rent assistance directly to tenants. / HEALTH: Lane 
County received reports yesterday of 60 new confirmed or presumptive cases of 
COVID-19. Officials say 469 people are considered infectious. Eight patients are 
hospitalized—that’s a big drop from the 20 being cared for over the weekend. 
Additionally, 835 people remain “under monitoring,” which means they have been 
asked to quarantine because they were exposed to someone who has tested 
positive for the coronavirus. That’s up 60 from one day earlier. The county’s death 
toll remains at 37. The Oregon Health Authority on Monday reported 1,174 new 
confirmed or presumptive cases of COVID-19. That’s down from the Sunday’s 
record-breaking total of more than 1,500 but remains dangerously high—
especially when compared to the start of the month. The number of coronavirus-
related hospitalizations continues to rise. There were a record 456 people being 
treated for COVID and its complications in hospitals across Oregon yesterday, 44 
more than on Friday. State health officials say 109 of those patients in intensive 
care unit (ICU) beds, which is an increase of 18 from Friday. / SPORTS, 
HEALTH: The Oregon Men’s Basketball team hoped to open its 2020 season 
against Eastern Washington on Wednesday. But the game has been postponed 
amid concerns over whether Eastern Washington has enough scholarship players 
available for the game because of some recent positive COVID-19 tests. The 
Oregon-Eastern Washington game might be rescheduled at a later date. / 
CRIME: A repeat sex offender is serving a life sentence in prison after being 
sentenced on Friday in Lane County Circuit Court to two counts of felony public 
indecency. According to the announcement from the Lane County Attorney’s 
Office, Michael Dale Cambron pleaded guilty in October. The charges were based 
on a disturbing incident where investigators say Cambron followed a teenage girl 
onto two different public buses and masturbated while staring at her from across 
the aisle on each bus. Prior to that, prosecutors say Cambron had a history of 
felony sex crime convictions spanning from 1989 to 2016, including two prior 
convictions for Sex Abuse in the First Degree and six prior convictions for Felony 
Public Indecency, all in Lane County. In addition to felony sex crimes, the 
Defendant’s criminal record includes convictions for Escape in the Second 



Degree, Felony Failing to Register as a Sex Offender, Violating a Court’s Stalking 
Protective Order, Private Indecency, and three convictions for Misdemeanor 
Public Indecency.  The District Attorney’s Office thanked Lane Transit District and 
the Eugene Police Department for their swift action and professionalism in the 
investigation. Prosecutors said they were especially grateful to the victim in this 
case, who had the courage to speak up in the midst of this traumatic experience, 
as well as for the bravery of each of the young women and girls who had 
previously come forward about being targeted by Cambron over the past five 
decades. ; He was released from prison in November of last year after serving 
time for drug and property crimes. But now, 31-year-old Max James Trezona 
faces new charges after Springfield Police say they served a search warrant on 
his residence and three storage units. Police were seeking a stolen trailer, quads, 
and a motorcycle. But over the course of the investigation, they recovered 
property from numerous burglaries and thefts from Springfield, Eugene, Lane 
County, Linn County and North Bend. Detectives say the large volume of 
recovered property in the storage units included eight firearms. Numerous items 
already have been returned to the crime victims upon proper identification. 
Detectives are working to identify additional victims and property. If you have any 
additional information, investigators would like to hear from you at 541-726-3721. 
; A Noti man is facing charges of Second-Degree Assault, Menacing, and 
Strangulation after investigators say he injured an older male family member, then 
refused to leave a home where the victim’s wife was still inside on hospice care. 
Lane County Sheriff’s deputies responded to the incident on the 22000 block of 
Fisk Road in Noti late Sunday night. The victim had significant facial injuries and 
had been able to get out of the house. But officials said 44-year-old Shawn 
Stilwell of Noti remained inside and appeared agitated, possibly intoxicated, and 
had access to weapons. They said Stilwell’s vehicle was parked on the long 
driveway to the home, which complicated access. After attempting to make verbal 
contact with the suspect—including hailing him from their patrol cars—officials 
summoned additional resources, including an armored vehicle to move the 
suspect’s car. That allowed deputies to get close enough see that the victim's wife 
appeared to be uninjured and that the suspect was pacing inside the home. 
Yesterday morning around 7:00 a.m., they say Stilwell came out voluntarily and 
was arrested. / CRIME, BUSINESS: With many retail businesses already 
struggling heading into the holiday shopping season, Eugene Police say they are 
increasing their crackdown on shoplifters. Eugene Police Chief Chris Skinner 
says the department is working with loss-prevention specialists at local stores and 
conducting outreach through the Eugene Police Community Engagement Team 
to offer prevention efforts and security tips. Skinner says police also will make 
frequent patrol checks, post their Guardian Trailers near high traffic areas, and 
take other steps to focus on those who shoplift at local businesses. Police say 
thieves sometimes work on their own, but others are highly coordinated groups 
from out-of-town. All shoplifters harm local businesses and raise the price of 
goods for everyone. Police say shoplifting increases during the holidays and that 
investigators already have seen incidences of shoplifting teams coming from 
outside the area with highly coordinated techniques. / CRIME, TRIBES: Oregon 
and five other states will participate in pilot projects to better coordinate 
investigative efforts surrounding cases of missing or murdered Indigenous 
peoples. Those cases sometimes stall when they are being handled by 



investigators across multiple jurisdictions. Federal prosecutors announced the 
project Monday. It comes after the U.S. Department of Justice project created 
guidelines for all investigative agencies to work together and with victims' families 
when American Indian or Alaska Native jurisdictional boundaries are crossed. 
Similar projects are planned in Alaska, Montana, Oklahoma, Michigan, and 
Minnesota. / CRIME, ENVIRONMENT, TRIBES: A Central Oregon man convicted 
of what prosecutors say was flagrant and repeated poaching of protected and 
Tribally significant bull trout was sentenced yesterday in federal court in Eugene 
to five years of federal probation and prohibited from angling or hunting anywhere 
in the United States during that time. Judge Ann Aiken also ordered 29-year-old 
Thomas R. Campbell of Culver to pay a $6,000 criminal fine to the Lacey Act 
Reward Fund and $649.95 in restitution to the Oregon State Police for his 
destruction of a trail camera designed to catch poachers. Campbell was also 
ordered to perform 300 hours of community service with a non-profit either 
focused on conservation or with a collaborative relationship with the Confederated 
Tribes of Warm Springs. Bull trout are an iconic species of the Pacific Northwest 
whose populations are suffering from habitat degradation, and are protected by 
Tribal, State and Federal laws. According to court documents, on multiple 
occasions in 2017 and 2018, Campbell poached bull trout from the Metolius 
River, fishing from both U.S. Forest Service lands and while trespassing on the 
“Eyerly Property,” which is held in trust by the United States for the Confederated 
Tribes of Warm Springs. Campbell also encouraged others to do the same. The 
Metolius River requires catch-and-release for all species of fish, including bull 
trout.  Although one may legally angle for bull trout on the Metolius River and in 
Lake Billy Chinook, bull trout are not legal to target elsewhere in Oregon. This 
makes the Metolius River one of the Oregon’s crown gems of 
angling. Prosecutors say Campbell targeted, kept, and grossly mishandled bull 
trout despite admittedly knowing the laws protecting the species and how to 
properly handle fish to immediately release unharmed. Investigators said he 
committed the crimes despite numerous warnings from those who saw his social 
media posts boasts about his poaching. Campbell repeatedly posted photos of his 
bull trout poaching exploits to his social media platforms where he had more than 
1,000 followers. Bull trout are listed as threatened under the Endangered Species 
Act.  The species has been depleted by a range of factors, including 
overfishing.  Today, bull trout inhabit less than half of their historic range.  Central 
Oregon’s Metolius River helps serve as a prized spawning ground, and it is used 
to help repopulate other waters where bull trout numbers have dwindled even 
lower.  These magnificent fish are revered by anglers and are a cherished Tribal 
resource.  Poaching represents a lethal threat to their recovery. / BUSINESS, 
RECREATION: The Florence Chamber of Commerce recently wrapped-up its 
month-long Chowder Trail. The ballots have been counted and a delicious clam 
chowder offered by Lovejoy’s Restaurant and Tea Room, 195 Nopal St., was the 
named the area’s best chowder by votes from hundreds of participants. Other 
competitors included The Beachcomber Pub, The Firehouse, Homegrown Public 
House, Hukilau, Nosh Eatery, Mari’s Kitchen, Three Rivers Casino Resort, and 
last year’s winner Novelli’s Seafood. Heather Burnem, owner of Lovejoy’s, says 
her “secret,” what she got the most comments on, was her abundance of clams, 
her mix of herbs and spices, and the lack of corn and bacon. “People said it has 
just the right thickness and a nice mouth feel, and they liked that it’s gluten-free.” 



This year’s version included the traditional passport/chowder ballot so tasters 
could sample and vote for their favorites all month long. Participating chowder-
makers offered a cup of their finest for only $3. Florence Chamber leaders say the 
community is home to amazing chowders featuring clam, crab, other seafoods. 
The Chamber’s annual Wine & Chowder Trail, and Great Glass Float Giveaway 
weekend, traditionally held during the October long weekend, was cancelled this 
year due to the pandemic. But businesses owners are encouraged by the 
response to the pandemic-modified events, including the Florence Chowder and 
Glass Float Trail. The Glass Float Trail was a variation on the annual Great Glass 
Float Giveaway in which shoppers visited nearly 30 merchants in Historic Old 
Town Florence, and many other places around town, to spot the opulent objets 
d’art placed in plain sight. Upon spotting the gorgeous glass globes, participants 
received a shopkeeper’s stamp on their map before submitting their list to the 
Chamber for a drawing to win one of five. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: A high surf advisory remains in effect 
for today through late tonight. Hazardous surf conditions with breaker heights of 
22 to 26 feet expected. Heights will gradually decrease tonight. Destructive waves 
may wash over beaches, jetties, and other structures unexpectedly. People can 
be swept off rocks and jetties and drown while observing high surf. Minor beach 
erosion may damage coastal properties and buildings. Unpredictable sneaker 
waves will run up farther onto the beaches, lifting or rolling large heavy water-
soaked logs which can lead to serious injury or death. A High Surf Advisory 
means that high surf will affect beaches, producing rip currents, sneaker waves 
and beach erosion. Stay well back from the water`s edge and be alert for 
exceptionally high waves. Keep away from large logs on the beach. Water 
running up on the beach can easily lift or roll logs which can injure or kill someone 
caught in their path. ; A cold front associated with low pressure from the Gulf of 
Alaska continues to push east today, bringing snow to much of the Cascades. 
Snow will slowly taper off overnight into Thursday morning. Prepare for winter 
weather driving conditions through the Cascade Passes and nearby alternative 
routes. ; Additional snow accumulations of up to 6 - 10 inches above 3,500 feet. 
Additional accumulations possible above 4,500 feet. Travel could be very difficult. 
Use caution especially if traveling through the Santiam and Willamette Passes. 
Slow down and use caution. Be prepared for snow-covered roads and limited 
visibilities. Go to Tripcheck.com or call 5-1-1 for the latest state road conditions. / 
TRANSPORTATION: There will be no Lane Transit District bus service on 
Thanksgiving. LTD’s Customer Service Center also will be closed for the holiday. 
LTD will operate a Sunday-level of service on Friday and the Customer Service 
Center staff will be answering phones from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. But the Lane Transit 
lobby will be closed. For more information, got to www.LTD.org/hours-holiday-
service or contact Lane Transit Customer Service at 541-687- 5555. / HEALTH: 
Lane County yesterday logged its 4,000th COVID-19 case of the pandemic. 
There were 88 new confirmed or presumptive cases of coronavirus reported to 
public health officials on Tuesday, bringing the cumulative total to 4.001. Officials 
say 473 people are considered infectious. Ten patients are hospitalized. Eight of 
those are in the intensive-care unit. Additionally, 792 people remain “under 
monitoring,” which means they have been asked to quarantine because they were 
exposed to someone who has tested positive for the coronavirus. The county’s 
death toll climbed by two, to 39 since the start of the pandemic. County health 



officials say they are seeing the virus widespread across our communities. But 
are having a tough time tracing the source of many cases now. The surge in 
infections has raised Lane County’s rate of cases to more than 200 for every 
100,000 in population. ; Officials say they are tracking 78 active outbreaks and at 
least 614 cases associated with them. In September, many outbreaks were 
associated with college-age young adults. But two months later, we’re seeing a 
shift to workplaces and long-term care facilities. This week, 28 percent of our 
overall cases are college-age adults, but 22 percent now are in workplaces. 
Thirty-one percent are in long-term care facilities, compared to 18 percent a few 
weeks ago. Officials anticipate an added surge after Thanksgiving because they 
know that, despite pleas to remain home and celebrate only with people in their 
own households, some residents are planning to travel and will bring the virus 
home with them or become infected while hosting gatherings in their homes. 
Public health officials say they are expecting an increase not only in new cases 
but in deaths. The Oregon Health Authority on Tuesday reported 1,011 new 
confirmed or presumptive cases of COVID-19. The agency also received word of 
21 new deaths—a grim single day record. Officials say the number of COVID-
related hospitalizations across Oregon also continued to rise. ; Lane County 
Public Health officials say they have received reports of a large party near the 
University of Oregon campus over the weekend that was attended by more than 
200 people—many of whom were not wearing masks nor physically distancing. It 
took place in the 600 block of East 14th Avenue but there reports of smaller 
weekend gatherings near campus, as well. Public health spokesman Jason Davis 
says it’s clear that kind of behavior is irresponsible, ignores the facts, and is not 
community minded. At the same time, Davis says contact tracers are dealing with 
cases tied to a recent wedding that also had a large number of people and has 
resulted in a number of infections. He says health officials also have investigated 
COVID cases stemming from other recent social gatherings by people of all ages. 
Officials say they know people are tired of the restrictions, want to see their 
friends and family, and get on with their lives. But unfortunately, that desire does 
not align with the reality we’re in and where we are in the pandemic. Davis notes 
that there was great news this month about promising developments in 
coronavirus vaccines. But those vaccines are not available yet. In order to prevent 
further business shutdowns and get our school reopened, health officials say 
everyone needs to do their part and prevent the virus from spreading. / 
BUSINESS, LEGAL, HEALTH: A federal judge yesterday rejected a request by 
two associations representing thousands of Oregon restaurants and bars. They 
wanted the judge to block or alter the governor’s Two-Week Freeze on indoor and 
outdoor dining. The freeze took effect one week ago to slow the increasingly rapid 
spread of the coronavirus by limiting some social activities. Through December 2, 
restaurants and bars may only offer takeout and delivery. Many have temporarily 
closed during the freeze, affecting owners and staff. But the U.S. District judge 
denied the temporary restraining order sought by the Oregon Restaurant & 
Lodging Association and Restaurant Law Center. The judge recognized the heavy 
burdens the pandemic is placing on those businesses but wrote that the burdens 
are outweighed by the benefits to all Oregonians from restrictions designed to 
keep as many people alive and healthy as possible. Several restaurant owners 
filed supporting statements to the court, including local restauranteur Chad 
West—who said his four local eateries have lost an estimated $1 million in 



revenues since mid-March under pandemic restrictions and slowdowns. 
Representatives of Oregon’s hospitals and state health authorities argued for the 
freeze amid concerns the surge in COVID cases is straining hospital capacity in 
some regions. / AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS, HEALTH: The Thanksgiving 
holiday weekend is traditionally a big time for Oregon’s wineries. The Wine 
Country Weekend draws tens of thousands of visitors who sample and purchase 
Oregon vintages. But because of the pandemic and the Two-Week Freeze, 
wineries are limited to takeout sales. Yesterday, representatives of the Oregon 
Wine Council and the Oregon Winegrowers Association sent a letter to Governor 
Brown, asking as they did last week for the ability to offer limited outdoor on-site 
tastings with additional safety measures in place. Oregon’s wineries already 
planned to spread their Thanksgiving Wine Country Weekend over this and the 
next three weekends to meet COVID safety measures and try to attract more 
revenue. / SPORTS: The Oregon Ducks have their work cut out for them if they 
hope to make the College Football Playoffs. The Playoffs’ selection committee 
yesterday revealed their first CFP rankings. Oregon, with an undefeated 3-0 
record, is at Number 15. They are the highest-ranked Pac-12 team. While 
committee members say Oregon is playing at a high level, the Playoff committee 
chair noted the Ducks have yet to play or beat a ranked team. Oregon meets 
Oregon State in its big rivalry game on FRIDAY at Reser Stadium in Corvallis. 
The game is being carried on ESPN. The broadcast begins at 4:30 p.m. Alabama 
is No. 1 in the first College Football Playoff rankings of the season, followed by 
Notre Dame, Clemson and Ohio State. The panel is looking to fill spots in six New 
Year’s Day bowl games, including the four teams that will compete for the 
national title. Those top four teams will participate in semifinal games in the Rose 
Bowl and the Sugar Bowl on January 1. The national championship game will be 
played Monday, January 11, at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida. 
Yesterday’s unveiling is the first of four sets of rankings during the regular 
season. On December 20, the committee will announce its official pairings. ; The 
Pac-12 now has two conference games canceled because of COVID infections 
this weekend: the previously announced Washington versus Washington State 
“Apple Cup,” and now Utah at Arizona State. It came after both Washington State 
and Arizona State saw a surge in coronavirus infections and were unable to field 
the minimum number of scholarship players for the contests. Instead, Washington 
and Utah will meet on Saturday in a 7:30 p.m. game on ESPN. / RECREATION: 
Looking to enjoy a bit of fresh air on Friday? You’ll be able to park free on 
November 27 at the 25 Oregon State Parks that normally charge a five-dollar day-
use fee. It’s part of “Green Friday”—which provides an alternative to Black Friday 
shopping by encouraging people to enjoy the outdoors. Parking is free year-round 
at most of the state’s 250-plus park properties. Wherever you head to play 
outdoors, remember to wear a mask and keep your distance from people who are 
not part of your household. / CRIME: Eugene Police Tuesday morning responded 
to a report of gunshots on the North Bank Path. The call came in shortly after 8:15 
a.m. in the area of the Autzen bike bridge. Initial details indicated a man, unknown 
to the 911 caller, had been shot. But when police arrived, patrol officers learned 
the man had not been shot, but was the victim and apparent target of the fired 
gunshots. Police received information about a still-unidentified male jogger who 
had been in the area and who told the caller to call 911 after he witnessed the 
event. The jogger is described as wearing all grey and as having grey sideburns. 



Police ask that any person who was in the area Tuesday morning around 8:15 
a.m. who might have observed the incident on the North Bank Path under the 
Autzen bike bridge contact them. /  
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SPORTS: Oregon needs to remain undefeated in college football during the short 
season to even have a chance at the College Football Playoffs. This afternoon, 
the Ducks take on traditional rival Oregon State at Reser Stadium in Corvallis. 
The game broadcast begins at 4:30 p.m. on ESPN. The Ducks are ranked No. 15 
in the CFP rankings released Tuesday. Oregon struggled a bit against visiting 
UCLA and former coach Chip Kelly last weekend but still emerged with a 38-35 
win. The Beavers are coming off a morale-boosting 31-27 victory over California 
at home last weekend. Oregon’s offense is one of the Pac-12′s best: The Ducks 
rank first or second among conference teams in scoring, total and passing 
offense. Quarterback Tyler Shough (say: shuck) is making his fourth career start. 
He passed a combined 646 yards and seven touchdowns in wins over 
Washington State and UCLA. Shough has also run for at least 80 yards in two 
different games. Oregon State’s strength is its ground game. The Beavers’ former 
Pac-12 Freshman of the Year, Jermar Jefferson, has rushed for at least 100 
yards in each of OSU’s three games, including 196 yards last weekend against 
Cal. ; You can cross another game off this weekend’s Pac-12 college football 
schedule. No. 19 Southern California’s scheduled home game Saturday against 
unbeaten Colorado has been canceled due to positive COVID-19 tests for the 
Trojans. The Pac-12 said USC did not have the minimum number of scholarship 
players available at a specific position group. It is the result of at least two positive 
COVID-19 cases and the resulting isolation of additional players under contact 
tracing protocols. Colorado immediately booked a replacement game against San 
Diego State in Boulder on Saturday afternoon. San Diego State had an opening 
after its game at Fresno State was canceled. Nine Pac-12 football games now 
have been canceled because of COVID-19 issues during the first four weeks of 
the pandemic-shortened season. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: Today is Black Friday, 
the traditional beginning of the Christmas shopping season. It is when retailers 
offer big savings to entice shoppers and sales put them back “in the black” for the 
year. But this is a Black Friday unlike any other. For many small businesses, it 
means the difference between remaining open or closing for good. Tomorrow is 
Small Business Saturday, where shoppers show their support for small 
businesses and the communities they help to keep thriving. But retail analysts say 
without sustained spending at small businesses, it will be difficult for many to 
continue operating and keep their workers employed. They say if you want to 
invest in your community, now is the time. / FISHERIES, RECREATION: Fish, 



clam and crab for free in Oregon on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 27-28. No fishing 
licenses or tags (including a Combined Angling Tag or Columbia River Basin 
Endorsement or Two-Rod Validation) are required to fish, crab or clam in Oregon 
on Nov. 27-28. These two days have been set aside for free fishing for several 
years, as part of the #OptOutside movement encouraging people to get outdoors 
after Thanksgiving. Oregon State Parks also waives parking fees to provide free 
day-use entry on “Green Friday” the day after Thanksgiving. All fishing and 
hunting seasons also remain open as scheduled. While fish hatcheries are closed 
to visitors, all ODFW wildlife areas are open to visitors for hunting, fishing and 
viewing (though some hunt areas may be closed to protect migrating waterfowl 
and visitor centers are closed). Fish hatcheries will allow access to fishing 
grounds off-site as they are able during normal working hours (8 a.m.-5 p.m.) But 
parking may be more limited at some hatcheries; call the hatchery ahead of time if 
you have questions about access. Although no licenses or tags are required Nov. 
27-28, all other fishing regulations apply including closures, bag limits and size 
restrictions. See the Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations to find out more and 
remember to check for any in season regulation changes, especially for salmon 
and steelhead fishing. Check the Recreation Report for the best fishing 
opportunities this time of year. Currently, razor clamming is closed along the 
entire coast due to domoic acid levels. The Oregon Department of Agriculture 
regularly tests shellfish and closes areas when naturally occurring biotoxins get to 
levels that make crabs and clams unsafe to eat. Dungeness crab is also closed in 
ocean waters until Nov. 30 but open in bays, beaches, estuaries, tide pools, piers 
and jetties along the entire Oregon coast. Please remember to follow ongoing 
precautions in place due to the virus: Practice social distancing. Keep six feet 
between you and anyone who doesn’t live in your immediate household, including 
while on a boat or at a fish cleaning station. Wear a mask. Recreation areas can 
get more crowded during Free Fishing Weekend. Wear a mask outdoors when 
you can’t maintain six feet of distance from someone who doesn’t live in your 
household. Wash your hands often. Keep up on personal hygiene and bring your 
own water, soap, and hand sanitizer with you. Stay home if you are sick. Be 
prepared. Restrooms and other facilities may be more limited. Bring your own 
soap, water, hand sanitizer, toilet paper, food, etc. Avoid crowds. Go someplace 
else if your destination looks crowded. Pack out what you pack in. Take any 
garbage with you. Check for access before you go. ODFW does not control 
access to land or facilities (such as boat ramps) that it doesn’t manage, so check 
with the land manager or facility owner where you want to go about what’s open 
before you leave home. / HEALTH: The coronavirus has claimed 15 more lives in 
Oregon, according to yesterday’s update from state health officials. They say that 
includes another Lane County resident. The Oregon Health Authority also 
reported 1,514 new confirmed or presumptive COVID cases. That’s just three less 
than Sunday’s daily record and another indication the surge in cases is 
continuing. The state now has seen more than 70,000 coronavirus cases since 
the start of the pandemic. Lane County did not report updated numbers over the 
Thanksgiving holiday. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
announced Wednesday that she’s loosening many restrictions she had placed 
just a week ago on bars, restaurants, gyms, stores and religious organizations in 
order to stem the unprecedented, out-of-control spread of COVID-19. Starting 
Thursday, December 3, the state’s Two-Week Freeze ends and many restrictions 



will be lifted in Oregon counties that have not been as hard hit by the coronavirus. 
But most of restrictions likely will still remain in place in Lane and 20 other 
counties – including many in the Willamette Valley and the Portland area. The 
governor and state health officials have deemed these counties at “extreme risk” 
of rampant viral spread. Among the new, somewhat lighter restrictions: Outdoor 
dining will be allowed at bars and restaurants, and large religious institutions will 
be able to quadruple their indoor gathering sizes. The governor said at a 
Wednesday media briefing that the loosening of restrictions is part of an effort to 
preserve businesses. Many counties east of the mountains will see fewer 
restrictions, reflecting their smaller populations and more rural settings. Brown 
said it was clear a “one-size-fits-all approach” going forward did not make sense. ; 
Starting on Thursday, December 3, in Lane and 20 other “extreme risk” counties: 
Restaurants and bars will be allowed to reopen for outdoor dining only. Capacity 
will be limited to 50 people per establishment, and group size to six people. State 
public health officials are still strongly encouraging takeout. Gyms will be allowed 
to lead outdoor fitness activities. Capacity will be limited to 50 people outdoors, 
per establishment. Religious organizations will be able to hold services at 25% 
capacity or with up to 100 people indoors, whichever results in a smaller number. 
Outdoors, up to 150 people will be allowed to gather. The restrictions under the 
Two-Week Freeze limit faith-based organization to gatherings of no more than 25 
people indoors or 50 people outdoors. Social get-togethers will continue to be 
limited to six total people, with a recommendation that no more than two 
households gather at a time. Grocery stores, retails stores and malls will be 
limited to 50 percent capacity. Currently, stores are limited to 75 percent capacity. 
This new restriction will mark one area where requirements are tightening. Public 
health officials will use COVID-19 numbers for Monday, November 30, to finalize 
which counties fall into the “extreme risk” category and are subject to the most 
aggressive restrictions. Other counties will be designated “high risk,” “moderate 
risk” and “lower risk” -- and they will face varying degrees of lesser restrictions. / 
HEALTH: Meantime, Patrick Allen—the director of the Oregon Health Authority—
said on Wednesday the state expects to receive its first shipments of COVID-19 
vaccines in December. Allen said it will be enough to vaccinate 30,000 frontline 
healthcare workers, who will be the first in line to receive the doses. They will 
need a second dose in January. Governor Brown said there are roughly 300,000 
healthcare workers in Oregon, so it will take a while to allocate doses to all of 
them. Allen said Oregon probably will prioritize people living in long-term care 
facilities and essential workers, then the general population. Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
the nation’s top infectious disease expert, estimates the healthy general public will 
start receiving vaccines as early as April and that it will take into July to vaccinate 
everyone who’s willing. Convincing a large majority of Americans to receive the 
vaccines could be tough. Allen said “the end of COVID-19 is in sight” and it is 
important for people to stick with public health restrictions, such as keeping their 
distance from others outside their households and wearing masks, for now. / 
ECONOMY, BUSINESS, HEALTH: Oregonians who are out of work will receive 
fewer unemployment benefit checks as a result of decreasing unemployment 
rates, the state announced on Wednesday. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report that instead of receiving 20 weeks’ worth of extended benefits, those 
needing unemployment assistance will receive 13 weeks’ worth. The change 
takes effect December 13. At the beginning of the pandemic, Oregon’s 



unemployment rate increased to 14.2 percent in April — a historic high for the 
state. It’s since dropped below 6.9 percent. If the state’s average unemployment 
rate is between 6.5 percent and 8 percent, then beneficiaries can get up to 13 
weeks of additional benefits. If the unemployment rate is higher than 8 percent, 
then they can get 20 additional weeks of benefits. David Gerstenfeld, the acting 
director of the Oregon Employment Department, says officials know the benefit 
extension has been a critical safety net for many Oregonians, and this reduction 
in available benefits will be painful. He called on Congress to pass legislation that 
would allow Oregon to resume providing extra weeks of benefits to those who are 
out of work during the pandemic. / TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: Millions of 
Americans took to the skies and the highways ahead of Thanksgiving, 
disregarding increasingly dire warnings that they stay home and limit their holiday 
gatherings to members of their own household. Now, they are beginning to head 
home. Those who flew witnessed a distinctly 2020 landscape at the nation’s 
airports: plexiglass barriers in front of the ID stations, rapid virus testing sites 
inside terminals, masks in check-in areas and onboard planes, and paperwork 
asking passengers to quarantine on arrival at their destination. While the number 
of Americans traveling by air over the past several days was down dramatically 
from the same time last year, many pressed ahead with their holiday plans amid 
skyrocketing deaths, hospitalizations and confirmed infections across the U.S. 
Some are tired of more than eight months of social distancing and determined to 
spend time with loved ones. The U.S. has recorded more than 12.8 million 
coronavirus infections and more than 263,000 deaths. A new government report 
says the country is still missing about eight infections for every one counted. 
Many people don’t get tests, especially if they don’t have symptoms. / 
COMMUNITY, HEALTH, CHARITABLE: Even in the time of COVID, people 
stepped up to safely provide Thanksgiving meals and goodwill to those in need: 
Fifty local veterans with physical disabilities or financial challenges, along with 
some families who lost their homes during the Holiday Farm Fire had a special 
Thanksgiving meal delivered. It was thanks to a continuing partnership between 
the Eugene Police Department, Elk Horn Brewery and Alma Catering. The 
Veterans Administration and other groups identified families who could use the 
assistance. Volunteers collected donations of turkeys, pies, gas-station fuel cards, 
greeting cards, scarves and other items from businesses and individuals. There 
also were holiday meals dropped off at community centers in Leaburg, Blue River, 
and Rainbow to assist those impacted by the Holiday Farm Fires. And here in 
town, after the cancellation of the large Whiteaker Thanksgiving Dinner some 
smaller community groups and volunteers stepped up to provide meals for those 
in need. Thanks to everyone for making this year's Thanksgiving meal a reality. / 
CRIME: Sunday after, Eugene Police responded to The Village Inn, 1875 
Mohawk, where Springfield Police officers were already investigating a 
kidnapping report. The suspect, 55-year-old Phillip Michael Robbennolt-
O`Connell, was reported to have kidnapped an adult woman in her 40s by 
threatening to shoot her as she waited at a bus stop near West 1st Avenue and 
Jefferson Street. The victim said she was forced into the vehicle. Robbennolt-
O’Connell is reported to have driven onto I-105 and traveled east before losing 
control of the vehicle and crashing off the roadway.  When the vehicle came to a 
stop, investigators say Robbennolt-O`Connell got out of the vehicle. The victim 
fled, running nearby to The Village Inn where staff called police. Robbennolt-



O`Connell was found by Springfield Police walking away from the vehicle. Eugene 
Police Violent Crimes detectives were called to the scene and say Robbennolt-
O’Connell is being charged with Sex Abuse in the First Degree and Attempted 
Sodomy in addition to Kidnapping with the Intent to Rape. Due to the nature of the 
crime, Eugene Police are concerned there might be other potential victims who 
may have had any similar incidences. They say the vehicle associated with 
Robbennolt-O’Connell is a white 1999 Subaru Legacy. If you have any tips in this 
case, contact Detective Sean Kelley at 541-682-5170. ; Police in Portland have 
arrested three people following damage to at least 10 businesses. Police say they 
responded to reports of a group of people smashing windows and spray-painting 
graffiti on buildings early Thursday morning. Police say businesses sustaining 
damage include banks, an auto service center, a shipping store and other 
storefronts. Taken into custody were 24-year-old Chester Hester, 38-year-old 
Nicole Noriega and 23-year-old Bailey Willack. They were booked into the 
Multnomah County Jail, and each face 10 counts of first-degree criminal mischief. 
It's not clear if they have attorneys. Authorities didn't provide a cost estimate of 
the damage. / RECREATION: Looking to enjoy a bit of fresh air today? You’ll be 
able to park free at the 25 Oregon State Parks that normally charge a five-dollar 
day-use fee. It is part of “Green Friday”—which provides an alternative to Black 
Friday shopping by encouraging people to enjoy the outdoors. Parking is free 
year-round at most of the state’s 250-plus park properties. Wherever you head to 
play outdoors, remember to wear a mask and keep your distance from people 
who are not part of your household. /  
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SPORTS: They’re still celebrating this morning in Corvallis and throughout Beaver 
Nation after Oregon State’s big upset of Oregon on Saturday, 41-38. The win puts 
the Beavers at 2-2 on the season with a Saturday evening game at Utah. It airs at 
7:30 p.m. on ESPN. The Ducks now are 3-1. They fell to Number 21 in the 
Associated Press Sportswriters’ poll and Number 20 in the USA Today / Amway 
Coaches’ Poll. After being placed in the Number 15 spot on last week’s first 
College Football Playoffs rankings, they are expected to take a similar drop. The 
Ducks and the Pac-12 are now out of the CFP Playoffs discussion. Oregon visits 
Cal on Saturday for a game broadcast at 4:30 p.m. on ESPN. ; The Oregon 
Women’s Basketball team is at Portland tonight for a game that tips off shortly 
after 8 p.m. on NBC Sports Northwest. The Duck women opened their season 
Saturday with a 116-51 win over Seattle at Matt Knight Arena. The Oregon State 
Women’s Basketball team hosts Carroll College at 6 p.m. in Gill Coliseum. The 
game is being live-streamed by OSU. Oregon State opened its season Saturday 
afternoon with an 88-54 win over Montana Western. ; The Buffalo Bills held off 
Justin Herbert and the Los Angeles Chargers for a 27-17 win Sunday. Herbert, 
the former Oregon Duck quarterback, finished 31 of 52 for 316 yards, upping his 
season total to 3,016 and joining Kansas City’s Patrick Mahomes as the only 
players to top 3,000 yards passing in their first 10 career starts. Herbert was 
limited to one touchdown, a 5-yarder to Keenan Allen. The game was the first in 
the NFL’s Super Bowl era to feature quarterbacks 24 or younger entering Week 
12 with a 100-plus passer rating with a minimum of eight starts. Herbert ranks first 
among NFL QBs 24 and younger with a 104.7 passer rating, while Allen is second 
at 103.2. Up next: The Chargers host New England on December 6. / BUSINESS, 
HEALTH: Over the weekend, shoppers took part in Small Business Saturday. It is 
the national kick-off for the local holiday retail season. Our local merchants need 
your business now more than ever and they offer wonderful items for you, your 
family, and everyone on your holiday gift list. Shop locally, not just during the 
holidays but throughout the year. You help keep businesses operating, people 
employed, your money in the community, and can purchase all sorts of items and 
services. Your local Chambers of Commerce maintain updated lists on members' 
and other local businesses. / AGRICULTURE, HEALTH, FAMILY: The pandemic 
appears to be boosting demand for Oregon Christmas trees. With many 
Americans staying close to home this year, a September survey by the Christmas 
Tree Promotion Board found a growing number of consumers are looking at 



creating new traditions by focusing on “simple pleasures.” Among them: Real 
trees. Among those who expected the pandemic to alter their celebrations, 39 
percent said they are more likely to buy a real Christmas tree. That’s already 
increasing sales at local farms, as many flocked this weekend to get their holiday 
trees. About three-quarters of those surveyed described real trees as an 
experience rather than a product. Far fewer felt that way about artificial trees. 
Those consumers also told pollsters that real trees were one way to create happy 
memories and, quote, “salvage the year.” The expectation of stronger demand for 
real Christmas trees is not entirely surprising, according to industry officials. They 
say during previous times of trouble or economic hardship, many consumers 
turned toward things that made them feel comfortable and happy. They point to 
activities such as gardening and baking, which many previously saw as 
inconvenient, but quickly became considered enjoyable hobbies in the early 
months of the pandemic. Oregon is the nation's No. 1 supplier of Christmas trees, 
with more than 380 licensed growers who sell roughly 4.6 million trees a year. 
Most of those trees are sold in the Pacific Northwest, California, Nevada, and 
Arizona. Mexico is the top international importer of Oregon trees. Last year, tight 
supplies led to higher prices. This year, there will be more mature trees, but 
prices might remain higher with the increased consumer demand. / HEALTH: 
Oregon saw a continued surge in coronavirus cases over the weekend. On 
Saturday and Sunday, the state reported a combined 3,268 new confirmed and 
presumptive cases and 20 additional deaths. The state now has seen more than 
74,000 cases since the start of the pandemic and hit another grim milestone 
yesterday—more than 900 cumulative deaths. Lane County reported 172 new 
cases on Saturday and 77 on Sunday. According to numbers from Lane County 
Public Health, 26 patients are hospitalized with seven of those in intensive care. 
One ICU patient is on a ventilator. Our death toll increased by two over the 
Thanksgiving holiday weekend, to 43. ; The number of hospitalized COVID-19 
patients across Oregon on Sunday increased to 539, 10 more than on Saturday. 
There are 107 coronavirus patients in intensive care unit (ICU) beds. Oregon still 
has ICU capacity, but the ICU bed inventory has grown tighter east of the 
mountains as case numbers have climbed in some rural counties. / 
GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Wednesday is the final day of the state’s Two-Week 
Freeze. On Thursday, many restrictions will be lifted in Oregon counties that have 
not been as hard hit by the coronavirus. But many restrictions likely will remain in 
place in Lane and 20 other more populous counties that have seen a case surge. 
The governor and state health officials have deemed the counties at “extreme 
risk” of rampant viral spread. Among the new, somewhat lighter restrictions that 
begin on Thursday: Restaurants and bars will be allowed to reopen for outdoor 
dining only. Capacity will be limited to 50 people per establishment, and group 
size to six people. Public health officials still strongly encourage takeout. Grocery 
stores, retails stores and malls will be limited to 50 percent capacity. Currently, 
stores are limited to 75 percent capacity. This new restriction will mark one area 
where requirements are tightening. Religious organizations will be able to hold 
services at 25 percent capacity or with up to 100 people indoors, whichever 
results in a smaller number. Outdoors, up to 150 people will be allowed to gather. 
Gyms will be allowed to lead outdoor fitness activities. Capacity will be limited to 
50 people outdoors, per establishment. Social get-togethers will continue to be 
limited to six total people, with a recommendation that no more than two 



households gather at a time. / DISASTERS, HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, 
SAFETY: The rebuilding process continues up the McKenzie Valley and in other 
parts of Oregon affected by the Labor Day wildfires. “Phase Two” of the clean-up 
begins later this week in many locations. Since mobilizing in late September, 17 
recovery teams from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency have retrieved 
and removed household hazardous waste from more 2,300 fire-ravaged parcels 
in eight Oregon counties. In addition, EPA teams stabilized and consolidated ash 
and debris from more than 230 parcels along Oregon waterways to help protect 
water quality from toxic runoff. In all, EPA mobilized over 250 responders, both 
virtually and in the field, from all over the country to support response operations. 
That’s in addition to other public and private efforts. Step 2 cleanup crews are 
expected to begin clearing properties throughout wildfire impacted areas in mid-
December, removing more hazard trees, ash and debris. EPA crews also will 
back up the Oregon Department of Transportation’s contractors as they begin 
removing heavy debris, cars and appliances and find and dispose of any hidden 
household hazardous waste, cylinders, ammunition, or other hazardous materials. 
; U.S. officials have released a plan for removing or changing vegetation over a 
huge swath of the U.S. West to stop devastating wildfires on land used for cattle 
ranching, recreation and habitat for imperiled sage grouse. The plan released 
Friday by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management aims to limit wildfires in a 
350,000-square-mile area of mainly sagebrush habitat that includes parts of 
Idaho, Oregon, Washington, California, Nevada and Utah. The plan does not 
authorize any specific projects. Instead, its analysis can be used to OK treatments 
for projects involving prescribed fires, fuel breaks and other measures to prevent 
or limit massive blazes that have worsened in recent decades. /  
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HEALTH: COVID-19 has claimed seven more lives in Oregon, raising the state’s 
death toll to 912. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday also reported 1,314 new 
confirmed and presumptive cases of the coronavirus. That pushed the state’s 
case numbers since the start of the pandemic to more than 75,000 (75,431). The 
Health Authority’s director, Patrick Allen, says it is part of a disturbing trend, 
noting that COVID-19 is spreading faster in all parts of Oregon. Allen says it took 
six months before 25,000 Oregonians had become sick with COVID-19 and two 
months more until the state reached 50,000 total COVID-19 infections. But he 
says it only took three weeks to go from 50,000 cases to 75,000. Over the 
weekend, Oregon also crossed another grim threshold: More than 900 deaths 
since the start of the pandemic. Yes, vaccines are on the horizon. But state 
officials note they remain months away for most Oregonians. Allen says the 
proven, science-based way to keep people from getting sick and dying is to wear 
masks and physically distance. The number of hospitalized COVID-19 patients 
across Oregon increased to 584, 45 more than yesterday. Since the start of the 
month, the number of hospitalized coronavirus patients has increased by 240 
percent. Out of those patients hospitalized 117 are in intensive care unit beds, ten 
more than yesterday. Oregon still has ICU capacity, but the ICU bed inventory 
has grown tighter east of the mountains as case numbers have climbed in some 
rural counties. Statewide, about 25 percent of Oregon’s staffed adult ICU beds 
are available and 16 percent of all staffed non-ICU beds are open. ; Lane County 
reported 44 new cases on Monday and offered additional detail on two deaths 
recorded in the previous week, which pushed the local pandemic death toll to 43. 
They were a 62-year-old man who died a week ago Monday and 64-year-old man 
who died on Saturday. Both were from the Eugene-Springfield area. Both were 
hospitalized at the time of their deaths. According to numbers from Lane County 
Public Health, 211 people currently are considered infectious. Officials say 25 
patients are hospitalized with eight of those in intensive care—two of whom are 
on ventilators. While more than two-thirds of Lane County’s hospitalized patients 
are over the age of 60, other age groups are falling seriously ill. One of every five 
patients in the hospital are in their 40s. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY, EDUCATION: 
An effort to trace the spread of the coronavirus in Oregon is going national. 
Oregon State University researchers recently received a $2 million grant from the 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation expand their “TRACE COMMUNITY” effort 
and create a national center. The center will harness the power of public health 



departments, universities and other institutions around the country to help 
measure the prevalence of the virus. Early last month, TRACE COMMUNITY 
came to Eugene as volunteers knocked on doors and asked residents to take part 
in free, voluntary COVID testing. Oregon State University teams conducted 
similar efforts in recent months in Corvallis, Newport, Bend, and Hermiston. The 
random community sampling gives officials a better send of how widespread the 
virus is in a community and whether certain neighborhoods are seeing higher 
levels of infection. OSU Trace researchers combine that community sampling with 
combining with other data, including wastewater analysis, viral sequence data, 
and mathematical models. TRACE leader Ben Dalziel, a population biologist in 
the OSU College of Science, says that in most communities across the country, it 
is still very hard to get reliable estimates of how many people are actually 
infected. He hopes the national TRACE Center will improve monitoring and, 
ultimately, pandemic response. He says more than 100 research universities 
across the nation have the capacity to help scale up the TRACE project. / 
BUSINESS, HEALTH: State officials say cases of COVID-19 continue to remain 
low on construction jobsites in Oregon, thanks to the industry’s commitment to 
safety practices created by the Joint COVID-19 Construction Safety Task Force. 
Construction activity has remained open throughout the pandemic. But keeping 
workplaces safe required an effort by a number of state organizations, as well as 
private companies and their workers. Oregon OSHA recently adopted temporary 
rules to strengthen the guidelines, which are supported by the Oregon State 
Building and Construction Trades Council. Industry officials say construction 
companies and crews were already accustomed to carrying out the best practices 
to increase worker safety. Officials say the effort underscores how labor, 
management, industry organizations, and regulatory agencies can come together 
with a common goal. / HEALTH, LOW-INCOME: For the eighth consecutive 
month, the Oregon Department of Human Services will issue emergency 
supplemental allotments to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
recipients. The new aid arrives on December 11. SNAP recipients do not have to 
take any action to receive these additional benefits. The benefits will be deposited 
directly on their Oregon EBT cards. Households receiving SNAP benefits will see 
the additional supplement to their benefits based on a maximum allotment scale. 
For example, if there are four individuals in a household and that household is 
currently receiving $500 in benefits, the supplement will raise their benefits to the 
maximum allowed for households of four, which is $680 per month – or an 
increase of $180. Total benefits will be different based on each household’s 
regular monthly allotment for the month of December. Households already at the 
maximum allotment will not receive an additional benefit supplement. A second 
release of emergency supplemental allotments will take place on December 31 
for anyone who began receiving SNAP benefits after December 11. Households 
only receive one allotment. SNAP is a federal program administered by the 
Oregon Department of Human Services that provides food assistance to 
approximately 1 million eligible, low-income families and individuals in Oregon, 
including many older adults and people with disabilities. / HEALTH, SAFETY, 
TRANSPORTATION: Americans returning from Thanksgiving break are facing 
strict new coronavirus measures around the country as health officials brace for a 
disastrous worsening of the surge because of holiday gatherings over the long 
weekend. Los Angeles County imposed a stay-at-home order for its 10 million 



residents, and Santa Clara County, in the heart of Silicon Valley, banned high 
school, college and professional sports and decreed a quarantine for those who 
have traveled more than 150 miles outside the county. On top of that, officials 
have decreed a quarantine for those who traveled more than 150 miles outside 
the county. In Hawaii, some officials are requiring that travelers arriving without a 
negative COVID-19 quarantine for 14 days — with some travelers getting spot 
tests on arrival. And in New Jersey, authorities have stopped all youth sports.  
Health experts pleaded with Americans to stay home over Thanksgiving and not 
gather with anyone who was not part of their household. But almost 1.2 million 
people passed through U.S. airports Sunday, the most since the pandemic 
gripped the country in March. ; Nearly 1.2 million people passed through U.S. 
airports on Sunday, the largest number since the pandemic gripped the country in 
March. The influx of travelers comes despite pleas from health experts for 
Americans to stay home over Thanksgiving. The Transportation Security 
Administration screened at least 1 million people on four of the last 10 days 
through Sunday. While it's a big spike for the pandemic era, that's still half the 
crowd recorded last year at airports. With new reported cases of coronavirus 
increasing across the country, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention had issued a warning against Thanksgiving travel just a week before 
the holiday. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: New research shows students have fallen 
behind in math since the pandemic disrupted school, while most are progressing 
at a normal pace in reading. The findings released by the not-for-profit NWEA 
show that, compared to last year, students in grades 3-8 scored considerably 
lower on standardized math tests this fall.  English language arts scores were 
largely the same. But the researchers caution they may be underestimating the 
pandemic's impact on minority and economically disadvantaged students. That is 
because a sizable number of those students were missing this fall when the 
standardized testing was done. ; Suggestions for parents to help increase their 
children’s at-home learning—from researchers at the University of Maryland: Play 
games: Games often teach reading and math skills, but more importantly, they 
allow for social development. Model turn-taking for the child and how to handle 
losing. Take nature walks: Identifying objects and thinking about sounds, shapes 
and colors helps with early academics. But also take the time to have 
conversations. Talking about feelings is important, especially right now. Read: It’s 
widely accepted that reading helps children, well, learn to read. But it also gives 
them world knowledge and makes for enjoyable interactions with others. And it 
can be used as time to work on math skills like counting and shapes. From a 
social aspect, it’s a good time to talk about a character’s feelings and ask the 
child questions like, “How would you feel?” and “What would you do if you were 
this character?” / CRIME: It started as a call about a domestic violence incident, a 
violation of a restraining order, and a suspect who had left the scene and was 
armed with a knife. It ended late yesterday morning near West 2nd Avenue and 
Madison Street with an officer-involved shooting and the suspect being rushed to 
the hospital with life-threatening injuries. Police say there is body-worn camera 
video, in-car video, and third-party video taken from an adjacent building that 
suggests the suspect had been advancing on officers during a confrontation when 
the person was been shot. Lane County’s Interagency Deadly Force Investigation 
Team is leading the investigation into the incident. Two Eugene Police officers 
were placed on administrative leave, as is standard during such investigations. 



Officers first responded shortly before 10:30 yesterday morning. Officials say 
officers spotted the suspect, who was running down an alley, and that the officer-
involved shooting came during the confrontation that followed. Once the scene 
was secure, officials say officers began administering emergency medical aid, 
and the suspect was taken to the hospital. ; She was allegedly armed with a can 
of pork and beans, which might not sound that dangerous until you learn that she 
was threatening to throw it at the head of a Douglas County Sheriff’s Deputy. A 
Florence woman was taken to the Douglas County Jail after resisting arrest and 
assaulting a deputy on Sunday afternoon. It happened in Reedsport, where 
officials say the deputy conducting a traffic stop of a passenger vehicle learned 
that its female passenger, 54-year-old Holly Lynne Sigmund, had a warrant for 
her arrest. That’s when the deputy said Sigmund exited the vehicle and became 
confrontational. When the deputy attempted to place her into handcuffs, Sigmund 
allegedly began to resisting arrest, retrieving the can of pork and beans and 
threatening to throw it at him. The deputy said he attempted to use his TASER but 
it was ineffective. That’s when he said Sigmund did throw the can at the deputy's 
head and missed him. As the deputy worked to take Sigmund into custody, he 
said she continued to resist and kicked him twice in the ribs and scratched his 
arms, forehead, and right ear. The deputy was treated for those injuries and was 
expected to return for his next shift. / SPORTS: The Number 10 Oregon Women’s 
Basketball team defeated Portland last night, 85-52. The Duck women open Pac-
12 play on Friday against Colorado at Matt Knight Arena. Erin Boley had 25 
points and nine rebounds as Oregon extend its winning streak since last season 
to 21 games. That matches the Oregon record set in 1978-79. Sedona Prince 
added 13 points and seven rebounds for the Ducks, who at one point led by as 
many as 37. The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team’s game last night 
against Carroll College was canceled because of coronavirus issues affecting the 
Fighting Saints’ program. Oregon State opens its Pac-12 season on Sunday 
when it hosts Colorado at Gill Coliseum. ; Gonzaga and Baylor remain the top two 
teams in the first Associated Press men’s college basketball poll of the regular 
season. The Oregon Ducks are Number 21 and take on Missouri Wednesday 
evening at 6 p.m. our time in Omaha, Nebraska. The game will be broadcast on 
FS1. The Oregon State men’s basketball team travels to Pullman for a game 
against Washington State on Wednesday evening. Tip-off is shortly after 7 p.m. 
and the contest is being carried by the Pac-12 Networks. / TRANSPORTATION, 
ECONOMY: Gas prices climbed a bit in the days since Thanksgiving, but still 
remain well below last year’s numbers. A survey by AAA, the automobile club, 
puts the average price for a gallon of regular in Oregon at $2.59. Things are less 
expensive in Lane County, where the average this morning in Eugene-Springfield 
is slightly more than $2.45 per gallon, up a penny from last week and four cents 
from one month ago. That is well below the average of $3.15 this time last year. 
Diesel prices average $2.68 per gallon in Eugene-Springfield this morning, a one-
cent increase from one week ago. Diesel is also a lot cheaper compared to 12 
months ago, when prices averaged $3.39 per gallon the week after Thanksgiving. 
Analysts say motorists can expect gas prices to mostly decrease in the days 
ahead, especially with demand showing its lowest reading since June. / CRIME, 
BUSINESS: The holiday shipping season is here. The United States Postal 
Inspection Service is offering tips for those mailing and receiving gifts to ensure 
packages arrive at their destination safely: Don’t leave your delivered mail and 



packages unattended. Packages left on front porches and in mailboxes are a 
tempting target for thieves. Don’t help them by making sure you bring all 
packages inside your home in a timely manner. Going out of town? Hold your mail 
at the post office. Sign up for Hold Mail service on usps.com if you plan on being 
away from home for a few days. Your letters and packages will be held securely 
at your post office until you pick them up or request they be delivered to your 
home. Plan ahead and ship packages using Hold for Pickup. If you are sending 
packages, you can choose the Hold for Pickup option on usps.com The packages 
will be safely held at the recipient’s local post office until they can pick it up. If you 
are expecting a package, you can redirect it to your post office by selecting Hold 
for Pickup using Intercept a Package under Track & Manage on usps.com 
Customize the delivery. If you are expecting something you know will not fit in 
your mailbox and you won’t be home to receive it, you can authorize the carrier to 
leave it in a specified location. Visit usps.com and enter the tracking number in 
Track a Package and select Delivery Instructions. Secure the shipment using 
USPS Special Services. Signature Confirmation helps ensure the package ends 
up in the right hands by requiring a first initial and last name at the time of 
delivery. For your most valuable packages, you can opt for Registered Mail 
service. Registered Mail receives special handling from the time it’s mailed until 
the time it’s delivered. Monitor your front door. If you have a home security 
camera system and you catch any mail thieves in the act, save the video and 
contact the Postal Inspection Service at 877-876-2455.  / CHARITABLE: Today is 
“Giving Tuesday,” a global day dedicated to giving something back, and 
encouraging charities, families, businesses, community centers, and students 
around the world to celebrate generosity. Giving Tuesday was founded in 2012. 
This year, charitable groups say they desperately need your donations and 
support. If you have a favorite charity or non-profit organization, today is an 
excellent day to go to their website and make a donation. / RECREATION: 
Looking for a holiday stocking stuffer? Give the gift of unlimited access to 
Oregon's state parks with an annual day-use parking permit. This month, annual 
parking permits are on sale for $25 each, $5 off the regular price. This is the only 
time each year that the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department offers a 
discount on its annual pass. Passes may be purchased online at 
store.oregonstateparks.org Parking permits are also sold at some state park 
friends' group stores and at selected local outdoor and tourism businesses. The 
permits are transferable from vehicle to vehicle. Single-day parking costs $5 at 25 
of Oregon’s most popular state parks unless you have a 12- or 24-month parking 
permit or a same-day camping receipt. The 24-month pass is $50 and are also 
available online. The Oregon State Park system is funded by camping and day-
use fees, the Oregon Lottery, and a portion of state recreational vehicle 
registrations. The park system’s revenues have fallen during the pandemic. If you 
would like to donate when purchasing a permit online, look for the Donate button 
at the top of the webpage. /  
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HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Today is the final day of the state’s Two-Week 
Freeze. Tomorrow, some restrictions will be lifted in 11 Oregon counties that have 
not been as hard-hit by the coronavirus. But many restrictions will remain in place 
or be loosened only slightly in Lane and 24 other Oregon counties that have seen 
a recent surge in cases. The governor and state health officials say the counties 
are at “extreme risk” for rampant viral spread. Among the new restrictions that 
begin tomorrow: Restaurants and bars will be allowed to reopen for outdoor 
dining only. Capacity will be limited to 50 people per establishment, and group 
size to six people from no more than two households. Public health officials 
strongly encourage takeout. Closing time is 11 p.m. Grocery stores, convenience 
stores, pharmacies, retail stores, indoor and outdoor shopping malls, along with 
street fairs and markets will be limited to 50 percent capacity. Currently, stores 
are limited to 75 percent capacity. Curbside pick-up is recommended. Indoor 
recreation and fitness establishments, along with indoor entertainment 
establishments such as theaters, arenas, concert halls, and museums are 
prohibited from holding indoor activities and events. Outdoor fitness activities and 
offerings will be allowed. Capacity will be limited to 50 people outdoors, per 
establishment. Personal services are allowed. Long-term care facilities may allow 
outdoor visits, only. Faith institutions such as churches, along with funeral homes, 
mortuaries, and cemeteries may hold services at 25 percent capacity or with up to 
100 people indoors—whichever number is smaller—and up to 150 people 
maximum outdoors. It is recommended that services are limited to one hour. 
Offices should be closed to the public with remote work required, if a business is 
able. Social get-togethers should be limited to six total people, with a 
recommendation that no more than two households gather at a time. / HEALTH: 
Oregon reported 24 more deaths from COVID-19 on Tuesday, a record high for a 
single day in the state. Officials with the Oregon Health Authority said deaths are 
a grim reminder of the importance of wearing masks, physically distancing, and 
keeping gatherings small. The state’s known death toll now stands at 936. Most of 
the deaths announced yesterday occurred in the final two weeks of November. 
Some died within a day or two of testing positive and one died the same day. The 
coronavirus victims ranged in age from 56 to 96. State officials also reported 
1,233 new confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19, bringing the known 
total in Oregon to 76,654. There might be many more cases that authorities don’t 
know about because people either had fewer symptoms or were never tested. ; 



Lane County reported 76 new COVID cases on Tuesday and said there was a big 
leap in the number of people hospitalized for treatment. Public Health officials say 
217 residents are infectious. Thirty-nine of those individuals are hospitalized, up 
by 14 from yesterday. Nine of those patients are in the intensive-care unit, with 
two of them currently on ventilators. According to Lane County Public Health, 663 
people remain “under monitoring,” meaning they are quarantining after being 
exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. Outbreaks at long-
term care facilities account for more than one-third of all COVID infections—as 
well as a large number of local deaths. County public health spokesman Jason 
Davis says the large number of coronavirus infections is not surprising given how 
quickly rates have climbed in the community at large. He says it is difficult to 
combat the virus one it gets into such settings. Workplace outbreaks now are the 
second-largest driver of COVID infections locally, with more than 24 percent of all 
cases tied to businesses. Outbreaks tied to college-age adults have slowly 
declined but remain a close third, at slightly more than 23 percent of Lane 
County’s recent cases. / EDUCATION, BUSINESS, ECONOMY, 
DEVELOPMENT: A major local construction project is wrapping up this fall in 
Eugene and at 5:30 this evening, the University of Oregon will stream online its 
grand opening of the Phil and Penny Knight Campus for Accelerating Scientific 
Impact. It may be viewed at https://accelerate.uoregon.edu/grand The state-of-
the-art research facility took shape on the north side of Franklin Boulevard and 
will house faculty and student teams whose work to date focuses on spinal 
injuries, strokes, macular degeneration, rheumatoid arthritis and diabetes. 
Launched in 2016 with a $500 million lead gift from the Knights — the largest ever 
to a public flagship university — and augmented with $70 million in state bonds 
and additional philanthropy, the mission of the Knight Campus is to accelerate the 
cycle of translating scientific discoveries into innovations that improve quality of 
life for those in Oregon and beyond. The 160,000-square-foot first building 
connects to existing UO science facilities with a sky bridge over Franklin 
Boulevard. The building and research efforts are designed to dramatically reduce 
the time it takes for discoveries to enter the market, where they can improve lives 
as new procedures, medical devices or treatments. The building combines under 
one roof labs, classrooms, an innovation center and cutting-edge core facilities. 
Campus leaders say the focused collaborative approach is already fueling 
success. Faculty members recruited from around the world have launched three 
start-up companies, moving new technologies into the marketplace. The campus 
is moving into graduate programming in bioengineering. The Knight Campus 
Graduate Internship Program, which offers an accelerated master’s degree, 
places 90 percent of its graduates into careers within three months of graduation. 
/ GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, HEALTH, BUSINESS, DISASTERS, ECONOMY, 
HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, RACIAL JUSTICE: In a year where Oregon has 
weathered a global pandemic that has killed more than 900 residents, forest fires 
that ravaged 1 million acres and ongoing protests in the state’s largest city, 
Governor Kate Brown’s budget proposal attempts to mitigate the effects of the 
turmoil. The Democrat’s 2021-2023 proposed budget and policy agenda, which 
was released Tuesday, relies heavily on securing additional federal coronavirus 
relief funds. Current federal funding expires at the end of the year. For months, 
Brown has urged Congress to immediately reinstitute the $600 supplemental 
benefit for unemployment and enhance federal employment compensation. That 



and other items are still being debated in Washington, D.C. Brown said the 
pandemic has created a state budget shortfall that not only forces the scrapping 
of some plans for long-needed investments, but also makes what she describes 
as small but difficult cuts in services and programs that affect Oregonians’ daily 
lives. A significant portion of the cuts falls on public safety and included the 
closure of three prisons in the next two years. In addition, Oregon faces a $718 
million budget gap for the Oregon Health Plan, largely due to the pandemic. The 
governor says closing that gap will require cost savings and asking the already-
stressed health system to share in the sacrifice. Brown says this could include 
lower-than-anticipated compensation for healthcare providers. The Oregon 
Association of Hospitals and Health Systems is already criticizing that budget 
proposal. Becky Hultberg, the group’s CEO, warns cuts of that magnitude could 
force hospitals to reduce service to Oregonians during the pandemic. As 
lawmakers wait to see if Congress will pass another COVID-19 relief package, 
Brown’s proposed budget calls for federal funds for COVID-19 testing, health 
services, rent forgiveness, targeted mortgage relief, additional $600 payments in 
Federal Pandemic Unemployment Insurance, a renewal of the Paycheck 
Protection Program for small businesses, childcare support and more flexible 
Coronavirus Relief Fund support for local and state governments. In addition to 
applying federal funds towards pandemic response, the governor’s budget invests 
$30 million in public health modernization “to better prepare Oregon’s public 
health system to respond to events like the current pandemic. The budget also 
includes $17.9 million in investments in a range of strategies to protect seniors 
living in assisted living and nursing homes, where there have been a series of 
deadly COVID-19 outbreaks. Oregonians who are 80 or older account for more 
than half of the state’s COVID-19 deaths. Those also struggling during the 
pandemic are small business owners and workers. Restaurants have been forced 
to close their doors, only allowing takeout, as an effort to slow the spread of the 
virus and sometimes results in closing their doors for good. Since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, about 200 restaurants, or roughly two percent, have 
permanently closed in the state. The governor’s budget also seeks to maintain 
funding for the Oregon Worker Relief Fund, Oregon Worker Quarantine Fund, 
and the COVID-19 temporary paid leave program, to continue to support Oregon 
workers during the pandemic. In addition, the budget maintains funding for the 
Oregon Employment Department to ensure Oregon workers are paid the benefits 
they are owed, as well as for Oregon OSHA, to ensure workplace protections 
continue to be enforced. As people have lost their jobs, their housing at times has 
also been at risk. Brown is proposing that $65.9 million be invested into housing 
and homelessness, $350 million be used for rent assistance, and $250 million for 
affordable housing development funds. The governor is working to tackle the 
issues of wildfires, which burned a million acres, destroyed hundreds of homes 
and killed at least nine Oregonians this year. Brown’s budget dedicates $189.5 
million to rebuild communities impacted by the fires. In addition, the governor’s 
Wildfire Economic Recovery Council will also have access to an additional $170 
million of community development resources. Funds will support debris cleanup, 
tree removal, sheltering and housing, food assistance, and community 
infrastructure. The proposed budget invests $30 million in the Oregon Department 
of Forestry and sets aside $40 million to address recommendations from the 
Governor’s Council on Wildfire Response. The budget also invests $73.7 million 



in fire preparedness, response, and prevention resources. While COVID-19 has 
put economic stress on Oregonians, Portland has also been rocked by ongoing 
protests over police issues. The governor is calling for reforms in the justice 
system, from expanding police accountability measures, reforming courts and 
stabilizing the Department of Corrections budget going forward. In addition, the 
pandemic has exacerbated disparities in education. One of the largest challenges 
for rural and impoverished students is access to the internet. Brown is proposing 
an investment of $118 million in broadband expansion statewide will connect an 
additional 50 urban and rural communities that currently lack access. Brown’s 
budget would keep the state’s main school fund relatively unchanged at $9.1 
billion. In addition, the governor’s budget stabilizes education funding by drawing 
$215 million from a state fund for public schools. The governor’s recommended 
biennium budget spending plan is $100.2 billion in total funds spending, including 
$25.6 billion in General Fund and Lottery Funds. It will be considered by 
lawmakers when they convene in Salem in January. The Legislature is controlled 
by Brown’s fellow Democrats. /  
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HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: The state’s Two-Week Freeze has 
ended. Today, Lane and 24 other counties determined to be at “extreme risk” for 
rampant spread of the coronavirus will see some restrictions lifted and a few new 
ones in place. Among them: Restaurants and bars will be allowed to reopen for 
outdoor dining only. Capacity will be limited to 50 people per establishment, and 
group size to six people from no more than two households. Public health officials 
strongly encourage takeout. Closing time is 11 p.m. Grocery stores, convenience 
stores, pharmacies, retail stores, indoor and outdoor shopping malls, along with 
street fairs and markets will be limited to 50 percent capacity. Curbside pick-up is 
recommended. Indoor recreation and fitness establishments, along with indoor 
entertainment establishments such as theaters, arenas, concert halls, and 
museums are prohibited from holding indoor activities and events. Outdoor fitness 
activities and offerings will be allowed. Capacity will be limited to 50 people 
outdoors, per establishment. Personal services are allowed. Long-term care 
facilities may allow outdoor visits, only. Faith institutions such as churches, along 
with funeral homes, mortuaries, and cemeteries may hold services at 25 percent 
capacity or with up to 100 people indoors—whichever number is smaller—and up 
to 150 people maximum outdoors. It is recommended that services are limited to 
one hour. Offices should be closed to the public with remote work required, if a 
business is able. Social get-togethers should be limited to six total people, with a 
recommendation that no more than two households gather at a time. / HEALTH: 
Oregon reported 18 more deaths from COVID-19 on Wednesday and Lane 
County reported five. It comes as coronavirus cases continue to surge across 
parts of Oregon. And officials warn It could get worse once we start seeing a fresh 
wave of infections relating to Thanksgiving gatherings. The state’s known death 
toll now stands at 953 and Lane County’s at 48. And while many victims of 
COVID are older adults, one of the newly announced Lane County deaths was a 
30-year-old man who died on Monday. Another 30-year-old from the Eugene-
Springfield area died late last month. Locally, 45 COVID patients are hospitalized, 
up six from one day earlier. Ten of them are in intensive-care unit beds, with two 
of those patients on ventilators. In all, 339 Lane County residents are currently 
infectious. That’s up 122 from the day before. Another 649 people are 
quarantining and under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who 
later tested positive for the virus. Lane County Public Health officials say many of 
the 72 recent outbreaks of COVID are occurring at long-term care facilities, at 



workplaces, and among college-age adults. But they say cases are resulting from 
social gatherings, as well, involving people of all ages. Officials say among the 
coronavirus outbreaks that are active or still being monitored, 27 occurred in 
workplaces; 15 in long-term care facilities and nursing homes; with others 
stemming from social gatherings; University of Oregon residence halls, dorms, 
and Greek houses; child care facilities; religious facilities; and college athletics. ; 
Officials with the Oregon Health Authority said the state set new weekly highs for 
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations last week, for a second consecutive week. 
There were 9,100 new daily COVID cases statewide, a 5 percent increase over 
the previous week, as well as 86 reported COVID-19 deaths, up from 61. Weekly 
hospitalizations associated with COVID-19 rose by 9 percent, to 398—the highest 
weekly total reported during the pandemic. People between the ages of 20 to 49 
account for 55 percent of all Oregon COVID cases. But people age 70 and older 
account for three out of four deaths. ; Officials say the nation is setting some grim 
coronavirus records this week as the surge in cases continues: The U.S. recorded 
over 3,100 COVID-19 deaths in a single day, obliterating the record set last 
spring. The number of Americans hospitalized with the virus has eclipsed 100,000 
for the first time. And new cases have begun topping 200,000 a day. The three 
benchmarks, taken together, show a country slipping deeper into crisis, with 
perhaps the worst yet to come. Millions of Americans disregarded warnings to 
stay home over Thanksgiving and celebrate only with members of their 
household. The surge in infections from those gatherings is expected over the 
coming week. ; U.S. health officials say staying home for the upcoming winter 
holidays is the best way to stay safe and protect others. But for those who ignore 
that advice, COVID-19 testing before and after trips is an option. Many Americans 
didn't follow CDC guidance against traveling over Thanksgiving, so the agency 
announced the testing option during a Wednesday briefing. The health agency 
also announced new guidelines that shorten recommended quarantines after 
close contact with someone infected with coronavirus. Now people can resume 
normal activity after 10 days, or seven days if they receive a negative test result. 
That's down from the 14-day period recommended since the pandemic began. ; 
The coronavirus might have been circulating in the United States undetected 
weeks before the first case was reported in 2020. A new government study bases 
the conclusion on an analysis the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
performed on blood samples collected in December 2019. Researchers say they 
found COVID antibodies in more than 100 samples taken from blood donations 
collected as early as mid-December in nine states by the American Red Cross. 
The first coronavirus patient, a Washington state man, was not diagnosed until 
mid-January. / HOMELESSNESS, GOVERNMENT, SAFETY: Eugene officials 
say there was a large-scale clean-up yesterday at a large homeless encampment 
beneath and adjacent to the Washington-Jefferson Streets Bridges off West 1st 
Avenue. Officials say it came amid significant health and safety issues at the site, 
including piles of garbage, human waste, rotting food, drug paraphernalia, 
violence and criminal behavior. The problems developed even while the city 
provided scheduled trash pick-up and a portable restroom to help improve 
sanitation. Neighbors had complained repeatedly about the camp, which was 
located on Oregon Department of Transportation property. Officials said the 
encampment was not safe for people who were staying in it. Last week, ODOT 
officials signed a new lease agreement with the City of Eugene’s Parks and Open 



Space Division that cleared the way for the clean-up. On Friday, Parks staff spoke 
to people camping there about the upcoming cleanup and handed out trash bags. 
On Monday, the site was officially posted for cleanup, which included giving 
campers a handout about the time frame and how to retrieve any personal items 
left. Yesterday, campers were provided additional trash bags and information on 
the opening of the Egan Warming Centers. Officials estimated 25 campsites 
remained with over 40 people. By the end of the month, officials say Eugene’s 
parks will host four new Rest Stops for the unhoused managed by the local non-
profit Community Supported Shelters. Each site can hold up to 20 people and will 
offer a clean and safe place for people to be as well as social services. The rest 
stops will be located at: Skinner City Farm (Washington Street and West 1st); 
Empire Pond (Highway 99 and Empire Park Drive); Westmoreland Park (North 
side of 18th Avenue); Parking Lot 9 off Leo Harris Pkwy (Leo Harris Parkway at 
Walnut Drive); For more information about the City of Eugene’s efforts around 
homelessness such as winter warming strategies and microsites, please visit 
www.eugene-or.gov/3470/Homelessness / HEALTH, ECONOMY, BUSINESS, 
LOW-INCOME: The Oregon Employment Department, already challenged by the 
high number of jobless claims during the pandemic, is dealing with an 11-person 
outbreak in its Wilsonville office. Now, officials say they are working to further 
physically distance workers and make arrangements for more to work from home. 
But the adjustments and response to the outbreak will likely cause further delays 
in the handling of claims. Gerstenfeld says it might take some time for some 
Oregon Employment Department specialists to transition to working from home. 
He says agency techs must set up secure systems for those logging in remotely. / 
SPORTS: A setback yesterday for both the Oregon and Oregon State men’s 
basketball teams: Missouri overcame a mid-game lull and a late Oregon flurry to 
beat the No. 21 Duck Men 83-75 in Omaha. Washington State beat the Oregon 
State men in Pullman, 59-55. / BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE, HEALTH: Oregon 
State University and the National Academy of Sciences are hosting a virtual 
national conference on hemp in February. It comes as OSU continues to assist 
those in the industry through the university’s Global Hemp Innovation Center. The 
first-ever National Hemp Symposium is set for Feb. 9 and 10. The symposium will 
include presentations about hemp’s global economic outlook. Coordinators say 
hemp is already making an impact in agriculture, health, energy, manufacturing, 
food and beverage, transportation, and construction. OSU’s College of 
Agricultural Sciences launched the Global Hemp Innovation Center last year. It is 
the largest, most comprehensive hemp research center in the nation. The launch 
coincided with hemp being removed from the federal list of controlled substances, 
paving the way for the crop to potentially become a major agricultural commodity. 
Coordinators say this is a critical time for the newly emerging American hemp 
industry. They say growers and product innovators depend on research to guide 
their decisions on production and finding dependable markets. /  
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HEALTH: COVID-19 has claimed 21 more lives in Oregon, raising the state’s 
death toll to 973. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 1,151 new 
confirmed and presumptive cases of the coronavirus. Lane County reported 64 
new COVID cases yesterday and three new deaths. That puts our local pandemic 
death toll at 51. Locally, 39 COVID patients are hospitalized, a drop from one day 
earlier. But eight of those people are in intensive-care unit beds, with two patients 
on ventilators. In all, 327 Lane County residents are currently infectious. Another 
651 people are quarantining and under monitoring because they were exposed to 
someone who later tested positive for the virus. But county health officials say the 
number of those who have been exposed and should quarantine is low because 
they are dealing with so many infection reports they now must prioritize calls by 
contact tracers in order to reach those considered most vulnerable. ; Oregon 
health officials anticipate receiving at least three times as many initial doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine as originally expected. The availability will depend on the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration giving special, emergency use authorization for two 
new vaccines. Oregon Public Broadcasting reports that Joe Sullivan, an Oregon 
Health Authority senior health adviser, said Wednesday the agency is expecting 
to receive approximately 35,100 doses of the Pfizer vaccine on Dec. 15 and then 
another 71,900 doses from Moderna on Dec. 22. These first vaccines have been 
earmarked for health care professionals. The number of doses far exceeds the 
30,000 that OHA said last week it was expecting to get in December. The 
100,000 doses are enough to give about one-third of the state’s health care 
workforce the first of two doses they’ll need to be protected against COVID-19. 
Sullivan said Oregon will get enough doses to provide the second shots to all 
100,000 of those who received a first round, “and then we’ll also vaccinate the 
rest of the health care workers in January.” Oregon is prioritizing health care 
workers — nurses, doctors and others working with or near COVID-19 patients for 
the first available vaccinations. The state has cautioned that it will take months 
before doses will be available to vaccinate members of the general public. ; 
Across the country, state leaders and health experts are drafting plans for how 
vaccines will be distributed once they are available. With initial supplies of the 
vaccine certain to be limited, governors and other state officials are weighing both 
health and economic concerns in deciding the order in which the shots will be 
dispensed. States face a deadline today to submit their requests for doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine and specify where they should be shipped. Many states appear to 



be heeding nonbinding guidelines adopted this week by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention to put health care workers and nursing home patients first. 
But they’re also facing a multitude of decisions about other categories of residents 
— some specific to their states; some vital to their economies. Many are putting 
fire responders, including firefighters and police officers, at the head of the list. 
Some also want teachers to receive priority in order to open schools or keep them 
operating. ; Americans couldn’t resist the urge to gather for Thanksgiving. That's 
according to data from roadways and airports provided to The Associated Press. 
Americans drove only slightly less than a year ago and largely ignored the pleas 
of public health experts, who begged them to forgo holiday travel to help contain 
the coronavirus pandemic. The nation’s unwillingness to tamp down on travel 
offered a warning in advance of Christmas and New Year’s as virus deaths and 
hospitalizations hit new highs. U.S. deaths from the outbreak eclipsed 3,100 on 
Thursday, obliterating the single-day record set last spring. Vehicle travel in early 
November was as much as 20 percent lower than a year earlier, but it surged 
around the holiday and peaked on Thanksgiving Day at only about 5 percent less 
than the pandemic-free period in 2019, according to StreetLight Data, which 
provided an analysis to The Associated Press. Airports also saw some of their 
busiest days of the pandemic, though air travel was much lower than last year. 
The Transportation Security Administration screened more than 1 million 
passengers on four separate days during the Thanksgiving travel period. Wide 
swaths of the country saw a sudden influx of people arriving from university 
campuses in the days leading up to the holiday, according to a data visualization 
of anonymous cellphone data from a firm called Tectonix. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention has urged people to stay home for the holidays, 
but officials acknowledged that many people would not heed that advice and 
advised them to get tested before and after trips. One CDC official said this year’s 
holidays presented “tough choices” for many families. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: 
Lane County is offering $3.6 million in grant funding to help support small 
businesses affected by COVID-19 that have 25 or fewer full-time equivalent 
employees. Grant amounts will range from $7,500 for a sole proprietor to $25,000 
for businesses with 16-25 full-time equivalent employees. The grant funding 
comes from the State of Oregon. In order to be eligible, businesses must meet 
the following requirements: The business was adversely affected in either one of 
the following two ways: The business was prohibited from operating as directed 
by Executive Orders 20-12 or 20-65; Or the business can demonstrate a one-
month decline in sales of 25 percent or more due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
between March 1, 2020 and November 30, 2020, as compared against the same 
period of time in 2019; Be located within Lane County, is headquartered in 
Oregon and has its principal operations in Oregon; If required by Oregon law to 
be registered with the Oregon Secretary of State to do business in Oregon, the 
business is so registered and holds any other required licenses to do business; 
Businesses that have received federal dollars, through the Paycheck Protection 
Program or the Economic Injury Disaster Loan, are able to apply for and receive 
these grant funds; 501(c)(3) nonprofits are eligible. 501(c)(6) entities are NOT 
eligible. The business had 25 full-time employees (FTE) or fewer as of December 
31, 2019. Grant recipients will be selected via lottery in two rounds after the 
application window closes. Round 1 (for 75 percent of the funding) will include 
businesses that meet the general eligibility requirements AND any of the following 



criteria: are in the tourism, hospitality, and event sectors including (defined as 
restaurants, bars, wineries, breweries, lodging, caterers, and event rental 
companies); had to close due to either of the Governor’s ordered Freezes 
(gyms/fitness, indoor recreation, museums, indoor/outdoor entertainment, 
indoor/outdoor pools, sports courts, event venues, zoos, gardens, aquariums); 
identify as minority-owned, women-owned, service-disabled veteran-owned with 
control of 51 percent or more; are rural businesses (outside of the Eugene and 
Springfield city limits). Round 2 (for 25 percent of the funding) will include 
businesses that meet only the general eligibility requirements. Any businesses not 
selected in Round 1 will also be included in the Round 2 lottery. The application is 
available through Sunday, December 13. The application is at the Community 
LendingWorks website at communitylendingworks.org/emergency-grants/ 
Community LendingWorks anticipates that businesses will receive grant funds 
during the last week of December through mid-January. / BUSINESS, SAFETY, 
HEALTH: Have you been quarantined or isolated due to a workplace exposure to 
COVID-19? Or have you contracted COVID-19 in the workplace? Workers who 
have been exposed to COVID-19 at work may be entitled to have their lost wages 
and medical expenses covered by their employer’s workers’ compensation 
insurance. Employers cannot retaliate or discriminate against a worker for filing a 
workers’ compensation claim or for raising workplace safety concerns. For more 
information, call 800-452-0288 (toll-free) or go to 
https://wcd.oregon.gov/COVID/Pages/index.aspx / HEALTH, RECREATION, 
DISASTERS: Owners of Oregon’s Enchanted Forest theme park says they will 
not have to close their doors. The Oregonian and OregonLive report a post on the 
park’s GoFundMe page this week announced more than 6,500 people have 
donated more than $360,000. Operators of the family-owned theme park just 
south of Salem say that will allow them to open for the 2021 season and to 
celebrate their 50th anniversary on August 8. For nearly 50 years, visitors have 
experienced the storybook-themed attractions near Salem. But like many Oregon 
businesses, the park has struggled during the coronavirus pandemic. Enchanted 
Forest got the go-ahead in June to sell visitor tickets that kept the park at about 
10 percent of capacity. Even though they sold out, it was not enough to make 
ends meet. Along with the GoFundMe page, the family raised cash by selling 
memorabilia and artwork -- such as an original drawing of an English Village for 
Enchanted Forest. Tofte family, which owns the park, is also recovering from a 
pair of tragic deaths during September’s wildfires. The founder’s 13-year-old 
great-grandson and the boy’s grandmother were killed while trying to flee the 
Beachie Creek Fire. His mother was seriously burned. / COMMUNITY, 
CHARITABLE, DISASTERS, YOUTH, HOMELESSNESS, LOW-INCOME: Kudos 
to members of the Emerald Valley Rotary. Last month, Rotary members 
presented a $7,000 donation check to Nightingale Hosted Shelters, which 
operates a transitional respite shelter and Rest Stop for unhoused local residents. 
The donation will help Nightingale assist those who are transitioning off the street 
into stable living. Emerald Valley Rotary also donated a new refrigerator to the 
shelter. Residents apply to join the Nightingale community. They are interviewed, 
trained and supervised by on-site resident managers. The community’s 
population is capped at 20 residents with camp rules strictly enforced. Residents 
are required to attend camp meetings, participate in cleanup and take turns at 
gate duty. / HEALTH, ELDERS: If you or a family member is on Medicare, there's 



a deadline arriving on Monday. Medicare’s open enrollment period for 2021 
benefits ends Monday, Dec. 7. Between now and then, you may make changes to 
your Medicare health plans and prescription drug coverage for 2021. The 2021 
plan year includes many new features or multiple options, including: 29 
prescription drug plans; A variety of Medicare Advantage (MA) plans, including a 
new Medicare Medical Savings Account MA option, are available in all Oregon 
counties; Part D senior savings model for diabetic supplies; Acupuncture, 
telehealth, and other virtual services; End-stage renal disease (ESRD) patients 
can enroll in Medicare Advantage plans for 2021; Visit Medicare.gov/Plan-
Compare to find 2021 health and drug plans, compare coverage options, or 
estimate Medicare costs. For more details, check out Medicare.gov or the 2021 
Oregon Guide to Medicare Insurance Plans viewed online at 
dcbspage.org/2021guide. The Oregon Senior Health Insurance Benefits 
Assistance (SHIBA) program is available to help beneficiaries understand their 
options. To find free, local Medicare counseling help, go to SHIBA.Oregon.gov or 
call 800-722-4134 (toll-free) to speak to a state-certified Medicare counselor. 
SHIBA counselors can help Oregonians navigate the Medicare.gov Plan Finder 
tool to enter prescriptions and compare the cost and benefits of individual drug 
plans, provide enrollment guidance, and answer any other questions related to 
Medicare benefits. All of these services are available remotely statewide to 
ensure the safety of both clients and counselors. / ECONOMY, BUSINESS, 
HEALTH: America’s employers sharply scaled back their hiring last month as the 
viral pandemic accelerated across the country, adding 245,000 jobs, the fewest 
since April and the fifth straight monthly slowdown. At the same time, the 
unemployment rate fell to a still-high 6.7 percent, from 6.9 percent in October as 
many people stopped looking for work and were no longer counted as 
unemployed, the Labor Department said. November’s job gain was down from 
610,000 in October. Today’s report of another hiring slowdown provided the latest 
evidence that the job market and the economy are faltering in the face of a virus 
that has been shattering daily records for confirmed infections. Economic activity 
is likely to slow further with health officials warning against all but essential travel 
and states and cities limiting gatherings, restricting restaurant dining and reducing 
the hours and capacity of bars, stores and other businesses. Most experts say the 
economy and job market won’t be able to fully recover until the virus is controlled 
with an effective and widely used vaccine. Before the pandemic, last month’s job 
gain would have been considered healthy. But the U.S. economy is still nearly 10 
million jobs below its pre-pandemic level, with a rising proportion of the 
unemployed describing their jobs as gone for good. Faster hiring is needed to 
ensure that people who were laid off during the pandemic recession can quickly 
get back to work. Most of November’s job growth came from temporarily laid-off 
people being recalled to their former jobs. For others, finding a new job has 
become increasingly difficult. People who have been out of work for six months or 
more — one definition of long-term unemployment — now make up nearly 40 
percent of the jobless, the highest such proportion in nearly seven years. The 
long-term unemployed typically face a harder time finding work. Today’s jobs 
report also reflects how the coronavirus has transformed the holiday shopping 
season. Transportation and warehousing firms added 145,000 jobs in November, 
more than half the total job gain for the month. That reflected rapid hiring by 
shipping and logistics firms that are benefiting from the surge in online purchases 



by consumers shopping at home. Retailers, by contrast, shed 35,000 jobs — a 
reflection of fewer consumers shopping in physical stores. The impact of the 
pandemic was particularly visible on a category that includes restaurants, bars 
and hotels. This group added just 31,000 jobs in November. That’s only about 
one-tenth of the gains of the previous two months and suggests that the virus 
spread, new business restrictions and colder weather are forcing many 
businesses to closer their doors or limit hours. / CRIME, YOUTH: They say he 
had a position of trust treating vulnerable children in our community, many of 
whom had suffered the trauma of sexual abuse. This week, former child 
psychologist Craig Steinberg was sentenced to 15 years in state prison after 
previously pleading guilty to 15 counts of Encouraging Child Sexual Abuse in the 
First Degree. Investigators said Steinberg had a private psychology practice at 
the time of his arrest, but had previously worked in the Bethel schools, Springfield 
Schools. and at SCAR Jasper Mountain. The Springfield Police Department led 
the investigation after officials learned that Dr. Steinberg had been downloading 
and then sharing a significant volume of child sexual abuse images and videos for 
a number of years. The collection and distribution of child sexual abuse images 
impacts the children whose sexual abuse becomes a permanent part of the 
internet. / CRIME: Two people are dead after a shooting at a home in West 
Eugene. Calls to 9-1-1 about the incident prompted a massive emergency 
response yesterday afternoon to the residence in the 2600 block of Hawkins 
Lane. But investigators say there is no threat to the neighborhood. The names of 
the two people have not been released, but it came after a possible domestic 
incident reported shortly after 2:30 p.m. The Eugene Police Crisis Negotiation 
Team attempted to contact those in the home without success. Members of the 
SWAT team along with a robot from the Metro Explosives Disposal Unit and the 
agency’s Drone Team, Animal Services, and K-9 Teams also responded. 
Eugene-Springfield Fire EMS was called to stage for possible medical needs. But 
crisis negotiators were unable to reach anyone inside the residence, although a 
family member living in the basement exited safely. Because of concern people 
might be injured inside, SWAT team members entered the home shortly before 5 
p.m. and located the two deceased individuals. / SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: 
The Lane County Sheriff’s Office received grant funding for seat belt enforcement 
as part of the annual “Click It or Ticket” campaign during the second half of 
November. Among the enforcement contacts with drivers: Seat belt: 54 Citations / 
16 Warnings; Speeding: 15 Citations / 12 Warnings; Driving While Suspended: 24 
Citations / 4 Arrests; Interlock Device related: 2 Citations / 0 Warnings; Distracted 
Driving: 9 Citations / 11 Warnings; Equipment related: 2 Citations / 25 Warnings; 
Other: 27 Citations / 54 Warnings. / HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT: The Lane 
Regional Air Protection Agency on Thursday afternoon a “RED” Home Wood 
Heating advisory for Oakridge. The Eugene/Springfield area will remain under a 
“YELLOW” advisory for the same period. These advisories are expected to 
continue through Saturday. Officials say this week’s weather pattern has trapped 
us in a mass of colder, stagnant air, meaning we all will be breathing any smoke 
pollutants added to it. During a red advisory, no visible smoke is allowed from a 
chimney at a residential home. People are asked to use alternative heating 
devices. L-RAPA is sensitive to the fact that many Oakridge residents rely heavily 
on wood for their primary heat and economic exemptions are available through 
Oakridge City Hall. A Red advisory is a health advisory: Children, pregnant 



women, seniors, and those who suffer from respiratory or cardiovascular diseases 
should avoid strenuous exercise or time outside in the smoke. Outdoor burning is 
also prohibited across all Lane County, aside from coastal locations. Wood 
combustion is the biggest cause of winter-time air pollution in Lane County, 
especially in Oakridge. Degraded air quality can trigger asthma attacks or 
increase negative long-term health impacts including cancer and heart disease. 
During a red advisory, any visible smoke from a chimney in Oakridge can result in 
enforcement action and a fine from the city. The yellow advisory for the 
Eugene/Springfield area is a cautionary warning, predicting poor ventilation and 
stagnant air. Using fireplaces and woodstoves is allowed on yellow days but 
LRAPA urges people to use other forms of heat such as electric, propane, or 
natural gas. If air quality continues to degrade a red advisory may be issued in the 
Eugene/Springfield area prohibiting fireplace and woodstove use. Help prevent a 
red advisory by burning clean with small, hot fires. Use dry, seasoned wood and 
open dampers. LRAPA is sensitive to the fact that many Lane County residents 
rely heavily on wood for their primary heat and economic exemptions are 
available in the LRAPA office or online. The agency forecasts pollution levels 24/7 
and provides the community with a daily home wood burning advisory. Call the 
Home Wood Heating Hotline, 541-746-4328, or check L-RAPA’s Home Wood 
Heating Webpage for current advisories and up-to-date air quality information. / 
HEALTH, SPORTS: No spectators will be allowed at the Rose Bowl for the 
College Football Playoff semifinal on Jan. 1 because of state, county and city of 
Pasadena COVID-19 restrictions. The Tournament of Roses says it requested 
special permission to allow for a limited number of spectators or a select number 
of guests of players and coaches at the 90,888-seat stadium but was denied. Los 
Angeles County is under a stay-home order that took effect this week and runs 
through mid-December. Pasadena has its own public health department and can 
set its own rules but has mostly followed the county's lead during the pandemic. 
The Rose Parade, traditionally held the morning of the game, is off, too. ; The Las 
Vegas Bowl has been canceled because of the ongoing pandemic. The decision 
comes as Nevada state officials ordered a statewide pause that includes smaller 
public and private gatherings. The game was slated to be the first bowl game 
played in Allegiant Stadium and was to feature a new matchup between the Pac-
12 Conference and Southeastern Conference as part of a rotating cycle that also 
includes the Big Ten.  / CHARITABLE: Organizers say donations on Giving 
Tuesday, the campaign to encourage people to give money to charities, rose 25 
percent from last year. Nearly $2.5 billion was donated in the U.S. on Tuesday, 
according to estimates by GivingTuesday, the nonprofit behind the campaign. 
That's up from last year's total of about $2 billion. Giving Tuesday was launched 
in 2012 as a way to get people to donate on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, 
when people are already opening their wallets for the kickoff of the holiday 
shopping season. Charities and businesses use the hashtag #GivingTuesday on 
social media to spread awareness and ask for donations. / SPORTS: Weekend 
sports notes: The Oregon Women’s Basketball team begins its quest for a fourth 
straight Pac-12 regular-season title this afternoon: The Number 10 ranked Ducks 
open their 22-game conference schedule against Colorado at Eugene’s Matthew 
Knight Arena. The game is being broadcast at 2 p.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. 
Oregon enters league play having tied the program record with 21 straight wins 
dating back to last season. The Duck women host Utah on Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 



in a game that also is being broadcast by the Pac-12 Networks. The No. 17 
Oregon State Women's Basketball team moved to a 2-0 record with an 89-80 win 
over San Francisco Thursday afternoon at Gill Coliseum. The Beavers open Pac-
12 play Sunday when Colorado visits Corvallis. The Oregon Football team is 
looking to tighten its defense and eliminate offensive turnovers when it visits Cal 
this weekend. The game is being broadcast from Berkeley on ESPN with kick-off 
at 4:05 Saturday afternoon. The Ducks are coming off their loss to Oregon State. 
But Oregon is still chasing a Pac-12 title, even though their College Football 
Playoff hopes were dashed. The Ducks are ranked 23rd in this week’s CFP 
rankings. Still buzzing over a big win over the rival Ducks, Oregon State now 
visits Utah without one of the players that helped the Beavers claim that victory. 
Quarterback Tristan Gebbia (JEB’-bee-uh) is still recovering from a potentially 
season-ending hamstring injury sustained at the end of the Oregon game. Backup 
quarterback Chance Nolan will start. The OSU-Utah game is being carried by 
ESPN. The broadcast begins at 7:30 Saturday evening. / SAFETY: Crews from 
Junction City, Harrisburg, and Lane Fire Authority yesterday afternoon and 
evening battled an industrial fire at Eagle Veneer, off West 16th Avenue in 
Junction City. Firefighters said flames were in one building’s roof, rafters, and 
inside some walls. No word on cause of the blaze or the damage estimate. There 
were no reports of injuries. / RECREATION: The 2021 river lottery season is now 
open on www.Recreation.gov, providing the opportunity for you to enter for the 
chance to be awarded river permits for access to rafting, kayaking, and paddling 
on some of the most scenic and exhilarating waterways in the country. The lottery 
process is used for popular destinations and activities like river permits to help 
manage the large volume of interest and deliver an enhanced experience on the 
river. If you’re interested in applying, submit your application at 
https://www.recreation.gov/lottery/available or in the "Lotteries" section in the 
Recreation.gov mobile app. /  
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HEALTH: Another brutal weekend for COVID-19 cases and deaths across the 
state. The Oregon Health Authority reported 1,847 new confirmed or presumptive 
cases of the coronavirus on Saturday and another 1,290 cases on Sunday. That 
put the weekend total at more than 3,100 (3,137). And there were a combined 30 
weekend deaths. In Lane County, public health officials reported a combined 251 
new cases over the weekend—138 on Saturday and 111 on Sunday. Fifty-four 
local patients remain hospitalized with 12 in intensive-care units. Three of those 
ICU patients are on ventilators. In all, 495 Lane County residents are currently 
infectious—that’s up more than 100 from Friday. Hundreds more are quarantining 
and under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested 
positive for the virus. But county health officials say the number of those who 
have been exposed and should quarantine is low because they are dealing with 
so many infection reports they now must prioritize calls by contact tracers in order 
to reach those considered most vulnerable. ; On Friday, Lane County Public 
Health announced that McKenzie-Willamette Medical Center was dealing with an 
outbreak of COVID-19 affecting two patients and seven staff members. The staff 
members are isolating at home. Since the start of the pandemic, officials say the 
hospital has carefully followed Oregon Health Authority and CDC guidance. They 
add that with a community infection rate of 12 percent, and amid concerns over 
increasing cases from Thanksgiving weekend, the hospital has been restricting 
visitation and testing all employees out of an abundance of caution. ; The 
coronavirus was likely circulating in Oregon in December 2019, weeks earlier 
than the first case was publicly identified in the United States and before any 
countries had officially declared the virus as contagious, according to a federal 
study. Researchers from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
analyzed nearly 7,400 blood samples collected across nine states by the 
American Red Cross between mid-December and mid-January. Of those, 106 
showed antibodies for the virus, according to the study. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report more than 570 donor samples came from Oregon, with 11 
containing antibodies to the virus. The study’s authors say those samples were 
collected Dec. 13 to Dec. 16. The first case in the U.S. wasn’t confirmed until Jan. 
20 in Washington. Oregon’s first case wasn’t identified until Feb. 28. The World 
Health Organization’s first public acknowledgment of the disease came Jan. 5, 
when the agency put out a press release noting the presence of a cluster of 44 
“cases of pneumonia of unknown etiology” in Wuhan, China, that were thought to 



have originated in a market. The study also found antibodies in blood samples 
collected from residents of California, Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Rhode Island and Wisconsin. The presence of antibodies in a blood 
sample means that person was exposed to the virus and produced an immune 
system defense against it. Antibodies typically develop within one to three weeks 
after exposure. Oregon data shows that visits to hospitals for influenza and 
respiratory illness rose around mid-December, but it was unclear what impact the 
presence of coronavirus may have had on the spike in hospital visits, if any. The 
state saw a similar spike in March, when coronavirus was spreading rapidly but 
testing was largely unavailable. / SCHOOLS, HEALTH: The first report cards of 
the new school year are arriving with a lot more Fs than usual, and it’s not just 
parents who are getting distressed. School districts from coast to coast have 
reported the number of students failing classes has risen by as many as two or 
three times — a sign of the struggles many students are having with distance 
learning, particularly English language learners, those with disabilities and other 
disadvantaged students. Educators see a number of factors at play: Students 
learning from home skip assignments — or school altogether. Internet access is 
limited or inconsistent, making it difficult to complete and upload assignments. ; 
Parents in the United States who are unhappy with distance learning are taking 
increasingly vocal roles in calling for more in-person instruction through 
grassroots organizing and legal challenges. The recent surge in coronavirus 
cases has brought a new round of school closings. Those have been followed by 
lawsuits brought by parents in states including New York, California and 
Pennsylvania. They argue remote learning is falling short of state standards and 
causing harm to students. The movement has gained substantial traction in 
Oregon. Parents have organized protests including one at the state Capitol in 
October that drew hundreds. / BUSINESS, FISHERIES: What's for dinner this 
week? The Oregon Department of Agriculture, the Oregon seafood industry, and 
Oregon Sea Grant hope it includes local seafood. Oregon's seafood sector 
includes people who fish, clam, crab, process, market and sell, along with the 
related businesses and families that rely on them. But the pandemic and related 
restaurant closures have reduced demand. There’s a renewed push this holiday 
season by the campaign Eat Oregon Seafood that encourages you to purchase 
and prepare Oregon seafood at home. The campaign has also enlisted some of 
the region’s top chefs, foodies, bloggers, and influencers to post recipes, photos, 
and cooking videos of their favorite seafood-themed dishes on social media. They 
share recipes and tips to make seafood at home. Some Oregon’s fishing families 
also are sharing their favorite recipes. To find fresh, local seafood in your area, 
consumers can use Oregon Sea Grant’s webpage called “Eat Oregon Seafood” at 
https://seagrant.oregonstate.edu/eat-oregon-seafood In addition to showing 
where to buy local seafood, the webpage offers tips on when and what types of 
fish and seafood to purchase, how to freeze, smoke and prepare seafood at 
home, and has a selection of recipes for making various seafood-themed dishes. 
This initiative is a collaboration of the Oregon Dungeness Crab Commission, 
Oregon Albacore Commission, Oregon Trawl Commission, Oregon Salmon 
Commission, Oregon State University Extension Service, Oregon Sea Grant, 
Positively Groundfish and the Oregon Department of Agriculture. / HEALTH, 
ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, BUSINESS: State environmental regulators said this 
month they are continuing to investigate elevated levels of dioxins found, a group 



of toxic chemical compounds, in soil samples near residential properties close to 
the J.H. Baxter facility in West Eugene. A news release Friday afternoon from the 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality and Oregon Health Authority noted 
the levels of dioxins do not pose an immediate health risk to residents of the 
neighborhood. However, the agency officials say the results do indicate the need 
for more investigation to better understand the source and extent of the 
contamination, determine next steps, and decide whether cleanup may be 
needed. Data collected so far indicates Baxter is a potential source of the dioxins, 
but the DEQ and OHA news release added that additional sources might be 
identified during the investigation. Additionally, the Department of Environmental 
Quality has served Baxter with a pre-enforcement notice for several violations of 
hazardous waste and water quality regulations. Officials say it is currently unclear 
if these violations contributed to the elevated levels of dioxins in soil near the site 
but say it will be part of the investigation. The DEQ’s Cleanup, Hazardous Waste, 
and Water Quality programs have formed a technical work group with the Lane 
Regional Air Protection Agency (LRAPA), the City of Eugene, and the OHA to 
oversee a comprehensive investigation of environmental concerns at Baxter. 
Additionally, the agencies are forming a community engagement group to 
understand and address concerns from those living near the facility. This group 
will have its first meeting this month. The DEQ has mailed residents in the 
neighborhood where soil samples were collected informing them of the elevated 
levels of dioxins as well as ways to participate in future community engagement. / 
RECREATION: A standard nine-month window for campground reservations at 
Oregon state parks could become a thing of the past. The Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department announced a proposed rule change last week, which if 
approved would give the agency more flexibility in deciding both the campground 
reservation window and the transaction fees charged to campers. For years, the 
agency has allowed people to book campsites, cabins and yurts from one day to 
nine months in advance, but this year’s pandemic led to the initial closure all 
parks and canceling of reservations. State park campgrounds began to reopen in 
May. Reservations were initially limited to two weeks in advance, and the window 
eventually broadened to 30 days. Parks on the Oregon coast added an additional 
restriction, barring same-day registration to cut back on crowds circling 
campgrounds looking for an open site and keeping most state park yurts and 
cabins closed until recently. Now, the state parks department wants to change its 
rules to allow more flexibility in deciding those reservation windows. Future 
reservations could range from same-day registration to 18 months in advance, 
depending on the campground, the agency said. And instead of a standard $8 
transaction fee for each reservation, the agency would have the flexibility to 
charge between $0 and $15 to make, change or cancel a reservation. The public 
has until Jan. 15, 2021, to comment on the proposal. Comments may be made 
online at https://www.oregon.gov/oprd/PRP/Pages/PRP-rulemaking.aspx or by 
email or mail. A virtual hearing will be conducted at 6 p.m. Jan. 7. Registration is 
required to attend. / VETERANS: Flags are flying at half-staff across Oregon and 
the U.S. to mark the anniversary of Pearl Harbor Day. It marks the date in 1941 
when the United States military bases at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, were targeted in a 
surprise attack by Japan. Seventy-nine years later, the pandemic is preventing 
many of the remaining survivors from attending an annual ceremony 
remembering those killed in the attack that launched the United States into World 



War II. The National Park Service and Navy, which jointly host the event, also 
have closed the ceremony to the public to limit its size. The gathering, featuring a 
moment of silence, a flyover in missing man formation and a speech by the 
commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, will be livestreamed instead. Altogether, 
more than 2,300 U.S. military personnel died in the attack. Among the losses, the 
USS Arizona which saw the deaths of 1,177 Marines and sailors as it quickly sank 
after being pierced by two bombs. More than 900 men remain entombed on the 
ship that rests on the seafloor in the harbor. / SPORTS: Weekend sports notes: 
The Number 21 Oregon Men’s Basketball team hosts Eastern Washington this 
afternoon at 4 p.m. at Matthew Knight Arena. The contest will be carried by the 
Pac-12 Network. Erin Boley and Te-Hina Paopao (tuh-HEE’-nuh POW’-pow) each 
scored 17 points as the tenth-ranked Oregon Women’s Basketball team defeated 
Utah 85-43 Sunday afternoon in Pac-12 action. Aleah Goodman scored 24 points 
as the Number 17 Oregon State Women’s Basketball team rolled past Colorado 
70-53 in its Pac-12 opener. The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team lost Sunday 
to Wyoming, 76-73. The Oregon Ducks football team dropped its second straight 
game and dropped out of the national standings after losing on Saturday at Cal, 
21-17. The Oregon State football team had a late rally but dropped a close on at 
Utah on Saturday, 30-24. /  
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HEALTH: U.S. health regulators say in their initial review that the vaccine from 
Pfizer is 95 percent protective against COVID-19. The review posted online this 
morning by the Food and Drug Administration offers the world the first detailed 
look at the evidence behind the shot, which was co-developed with BioNTech. 
The FDA review comes before a Thursday meeting where a panel of independent 
experts will scrutinize the data and vote on whether to recommend use of the 
vaccine. The vote isn’t binding but the FDA usually follows the group’s guidance. 
A U.S. decision to allow use of the vaccine is expected within days.  If given the 
green light, the first recipients would be health care workers and nursing home 
residents, according to plans laid out by each state. ; COVID-19 has claimed 12 
more lives in Oregon, according to yesterday’s report from state health officials. 
The victims included a 37-year-old man from Portland’s Multnomah County. 
Health investigators say he had no underlying conditions. It puts the state’s 
pandemic death toll at 1,045. The Oregon Health Authority on Monday reported 
1,331 new confirmed or presumptive case of the coronavirus. In Lane County, 
public health officials reported 51 new cases on Monday and one new death. He 
was a 50-year-old man from the Eugene-Springfield area who died on Saturday in 
a local hospital. Forty-five local patients remain hospitalized with 10 in intensive-
care units. Those numbers are both down a bit from the weekend, but officials say 
three ICU patients are on ventilators. In all, 487 Lane County residents are 
currently infectious. Hundreds more are quarantining and under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. / 
SPORTS, HEALTH: Another postponement for the start of high school sports in 
Oregon, as cases of COVID continue to surge across the state. During a Monday 
virtual meeting, board members with the Oregon School Activities Association—
the governing board for state high school sports—voted unanimously to postpone 
the start of the high school sports season to February. Winter sports had been set 
to begin on December 28. Fall sports were already postponed until after the New 
Year. Under the new schedule, Fall Sports including football, soccer, volleyball 
and cross country will begin practices in February with the first contests in March 
if the pandemic eases. Spring Sports such as softball, baseball, track and field, 
golf and tennis, would begin practice in March. Winter Sports would take place in 
the spring, starting in May. They include basketball, wrestling, and swimming. / 
SPORTS: The Oregon Women’s Basketball team moved up two notches to 
Number Eight this week in the Associated Press Top 25 poll. Oregon State also 



climbed two spots, to Number 15. The Ducks and Beavs meet for a Sunday 
rivalry game in Corvallis. Tip-off is shortly after 4 p.m. Sunday and the game will 
be broadcast by the Pac-12 Networks. And talk about a power conference: 
Stanford is this week’s top team in the poll. The Arizona women are Number Six. 
UCLA is Number 11. ; Oregon State quarterback Tristan Gebbia is finished for the 
season as the junior will have surgery on a damaged left hamstring this week. 
Coach Jonathan Smith didn’t have details on the severity of Gebbia’s injury, 
sustained late in the fourth quarter of Oregon State’s 41-38 win over Oregon on 
Nov. 27. But he said that surgery is the best course of action for Gebbia to be 
able to come back and play this game healthy. Redshirt sophomore Chance 
Nolan, who started last Saturday at Utah, will take over the position. / 
DISASTERS, GOVERNMENT: People rebuilding after the Holiday Farm Fire are 
being invited to participate in a virtual question and answer session regarding 
property cleanup tomorrow at 6:00 p.m. Representatives from the Oregon Wildfire 
Recovery Debris Management Task Force will provide updates about how the 
state is assisting with the removal of wildfire debris, ash, and other materials from 
private properties. During the next several weeks, property owners who have 
signed Right of Entry Forms for cleanup will be asked for more specific 
information on their properties. Once cleanup is completed, the properties will be 
ready for rebuilding. Lane County Waste Management representatives also will 
take part in tomorrow evening’s virtual session to answer questions about debris 
disposal. The event will stream on Lane County Government’s Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/LaneCountyGovernment / CRIME, SAFETY: The Register-
Guard is reporting that the man Eugene police shot during an arrest last week has 
been charged with four felonies, including allegedly strangling a woman and 
threatening an officer with a knife. Eugene police shot Muhsin Sharif on 
November 30 in a Whiteaker neighborhood alley before he was taken to the 
hospital with life-threatening injuries. Sharif is accused of advancing on an officer 
with a knife during a confrontation before the shooting, court documents said. On 
Friday, authorities charged Sharif with strangulation and fourth-degree assault, 
both charges constituting domestic violence. He also was charged with first-
degree criminal mistreatment for injuring his child and for unlawful use of a 
weapon, regarding the knife. Eugene police have said there is body-worn, vehicle 
and third-party security footage of the shooting. Oregon State Police and the Lane 
County District Attorney's Office are investigating the officer's use of deadly force. 
Sharif's attorney, Brian Michaels, said Sharif was arraigned on those charges 
from a hospital bed Friday afternoon. Sharif later was taken to the Lane County 
Jail, he said. Local racial justice and police reform activists rallied for more 
transparency about the investigation last week in response to officers shooting 
Sharif, who is Black. ; Eugene Police yesterday released the names of the two 
people killed after Thursday’s apparent murder-suicide at a home in West 
Eugene. They say the bodies of 43-year-old Sheila Marleen Phillips and her 21-
year-old son, Hunter Ray Phillips, were found in a bedroom in the residence in the 
2600 block of Hawkins Lane. Investigators have not said which person had been 
holding the gun used in the incident. Calls about shots fired prompted a massive 
emergency response in the neighborhood and ended several hours later when a 
police SWAT team entered the residence and located the bodies. / 
RECREATION, COMMUNITY: If there's one thing Oregonians value during the 
pandemic, it's parks and open space. A new park is taking shape in Eugene and 



the final design drafts of the Santa Clara Community Park will be discussed at this 
evening's virtual public meeting presented by the City of Eugene and its Engage 
Eugene team. The session runs from 6-8 p.m. on Facebook. You’ll get a closer 
look at a draft plan for the 35 acres of parkland that features sport courts, a 
playground, dog park, event space, parking, community gardens and natural area 
trails. The design concept is based on feedback received from the first two public 
workshops and surveys. Santa Clara Park will be located on what currently are 
two open fields on the north and east sides of Madison Middle School, off Wilkes 
Drive. The land features a 1,000' stretch along a back channel of the Willamette 
River, close to the confluence of the Willamette and McKenzie Rivers. The 
developed park will help enhance riverfront access and natural areas in North 
Eugene. There will also be an opportunity after the presentation to ask questions. 
Community will help prioritize what is completed during the first phase of park 
construction.  Phase 1 of the Santa Clara Community Park development is funded 
by the voter approved 2018 Parks and Recreation bond and levy. /  
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DISASTERS, BUSINESS: State officials say they have reached an agreement 
with 25 insurers to extend the rebuilding timeline for victims of Oregon’s Labor 
Day wildfires by at least two years from the date their homes burned. It also 
extends the timeline for replacing damaged personal property. The Oregon 
Division of Financial Regulation says the extension gives wildfire victims more 
time to effectively address safety hazards in the area and deal with any supply 
slowdowns because of increased demand on construction materials, contractors, 
and workers. Extending the rebuilding timeframe also can help control the cost of 
construction. Many insurance policies limit the time a person has to rebuild their 
home after it is damaged and require that homes be rebuilt at the address listed 
on their policy’s declarations page. This new agreement between the state and 
more than two dozen insurers also provides wildfire victims with the ability to 
rebuild their homes at a different location. But the agreement does not extend the 
amount of additional living expense benefits available under a policy, nor does it 
alter any other terms of the policy contract. ; People rebuilding after the Holiday 
Farm Fire are being invited to participate in a virtual question and answer session 
regarding property cleanup this evening at 6:00 p.m. Representatives from the 
Oregon Wildfire Recovery Debris Management Task Force will provide updates 
about how the state is assisting with the removal of wildfire debris, ash, and other 
materials from private properties. During the next several weeks, property owners 
who have signed Right of Entry Forms for cleanup will be asked for more specific 
information on their properties. Once cleanup is completed, the properties will be 
ready for rebuilding. Lane County Waste Management representatives also will 
take part in tomorrow evening’s virtual session to answer questions about debris 
disposal. The event will stream on Lane County Government’s Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/LaneCountyGovernment You’ll have the opportunity to type in 
questions during the event. No special log-in is needed. And again, that session 
takes place this evening at 6 p.m. Want to know more about the state’s wildfire 
cleanup process? Go to wildfire.oregon.gov/cleanup and see Lane County 
updates at www.mckenzierebuilds.org/cleanup / HEALTH: State health officials 
reported three dozen new deaths from COVID-19 yesterday, four of which were 
Lane County residents. The numbers, from the Oregon Health Authority, set a 
new daily record. It came as the state tallied another 1,341 new confirmed and 
presumptive cases of the coronavirus. That puts Oregon’s pandemic death toll at 
1,080. Lane County’s death toll now stands at 59. The four women ranged in age 



from 65 to 87. All lived in the Eugene-Springfield area. All died at their residences. 
Lane County Public Health yesterday reported 105 new COVID cases. Forty-six 
patients are hospitalized, including nine in intensive care. Officials say 494 Lane 
County residents are currently infectious and close to 600 (598) are quarantining 
and under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested 
positive for the virus. ; Lane County Public Health officials continue to track 
dozens of active coronavirus outbreaks. While many are tied to workplaces, the 
largest number of cases continues to be among residents and staff in local long-
term care facilities and residential nursing homes. Public health officials say it is 
not surprising since the virus is widespread in Lane County communities. But 
much of the county’s deaths have been among residents of those facilities, who 
are often older or have additional health conditions and weakened immune 
systems. Residents and staff of those congregate care facilities will be among the 
first to be vaccinated when doses arrive in Oregon later this month or early next 
year. ; Meantime, Lane County’s contract tracers continue to be busy with the 
large numbers of new daily COVID cases. When local case numbers were low, 
contact tracers worked to reach those with positive tests and people they might 
have exposed within 24 hours. But as cases and possible exposures have 
surged, officials say it can take up to three days to reach everyone potentially 
connected to a new infection. As part of the effort, county spokesman Jason 
Davis says contact tracers first will try to reach those who might be most 
vulnerable to complications from the coronavirus. They also encourage those who 
test positive to contact those they might have exposed to the virus. / MILITARY, 
HEALTH: More than 200 Oregon Army National Guard Citizen-Soldiers returned 
home yesterday following their ten-month deployment to Kosovo. The Oregon 
Citizen-Soldiers are members of the 2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry Regiment, 
headquartered in Springfield and Gresham. They arrived at Portland International 
Airport, were greeted by senior national guard leaders, then boarded buses to 
connect with family and friends at Camp Withycombe in Clackamas and Lane 
Community College in Eugene. The deployments of the 41st Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team are part of the second-largest mobilization of Oregon troops since 
World War II. The last mobilization of Oregonians this size was in 2009 through 
2010. Since earlier this summer, Oregon Army National Guardsmen have been 
returning home after serving in diverse locations, ranging from Djibouti (say: juh-
BOO’-tee) in northeastern Africa, to Middle Eastern countries including Jordan, 
Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates. Each group of returning soldiers spends two 
weeks in quarantine at their demobilization site in Fort Bliss, Texas, prior to their 
return home to Oregon. ; But not everyone in the most recent group of Oregon 
National Guard returnees is back home yet. Some are remaining at Fort Bliss, an 
Army installation near El Paso, Texas, for another two weeks amid a coronavirus 
outbreak on the base. It is unclear how many cases have been recorded there. 
But the base is under a 10 p.m.-to-5 a.m. curfew due to the pandemic. And while 
an Oregon Military Department spokesman declined to answer specific questions 
about contact tracing, he did say the unit was working through Army protocols. A 
statement from the Oregon Military Department notes that officials anticipate 
having the remaining National Guard members from the 2-162 home before 
Christmas Eve. The issue came to light when members of the New Mexico 
congressional delegation, some of whose constituents are based at Fort Bliss, 
raised questions about the COVID outbreak among the group of Oregon Army 



National Guard soldiers. The base is about 45 minutes from Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, and 20 miles from a New Mexico community which has shooting ranges 
and other training facilities used by soldiers and law enforcement officers. In a 
letter to the Pentagon, the New Mexico delegation wrote that 70 infantry soldiers 
had tested positive for the coronavirus as of Tuesday, a jump from just 10 on 
Friday. They also said they had learned that dozens were showing symptoms 
consistent with coronavirus. The Congressional delegation raised concerns about 
what sorts of self-isolation and quarantine conditions that the Army has put into 
place while monitoring and treating the service members and how it will conduct 
contact tracing. / FISHERIES: Fresh Oregon crab is back on the menu. The 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery opens along most of Oregon’s coast one 
week from today, on December 16. That means the popular Dungeness crab will 
be ready to harvest just in time for the holidays. To prepare for the opener, crab 
vessels will begin setting their gear beginning on Sunday, December 13, ahead of 
next Wednesday’s first pull of ocean crab pots. Oregon’s season was postponed 
in order to allow crab shells to fill with more meat. The season will open from the 
California border north to Cape Falcon. The area north of Cape Falcon to the 
Columbia River will open when Washington state opens its commercial 
Dungeness crab fishery. The crabs in that region still are testing for higher-than-
allowed levels of domoic acid. But all crab tested from all Oregon’s crab harvest 
areas have been well below alert levels and all Oregon Dungeness products on 
the market are safe to eat. The Oregon Department of Agriculture regularly tests 
crab and shellfish to ensure levels in all areas remain below alert levels. The 
recreational crab fishery is already open along the entire Oregon coast. / 
SPORTS: The Oregon Men’s Basketball team hosts the Rattlers from Florida 
A&M this evening at Eugene’s Matthew Knight Arena. Tip-off is shortly after 8 
p.m. in a game being broadcast by the Pac-12 Networks. The Duck men have 
won 23 straight home games. Oregon heads to Seattle this weekend for a 
Saturday evening game with the Washington Huskies. The Oregon State Men’s 
Basketball team hosts Portland on Thursday evening in Corvallis. Tip-off in Gill 
Coliseum is just after 5 p.m. Tomorrow’s game is being carried by the Pac-12 
Networks. ; Brynna Maxwell scored 28 of her career-high 34 points in the second 
half and Utah bounced back from a 42-point loss in its season opener to beat No. 
15 Oregon State 85-79. Maxwell made 10 of 15 from the field, 4 of 7 from 3-point 
range and 10 of 10 from the free-throw line. / BUSINESS, CRIME: Shopping 
online this holiday season? Don’t get scammed! The Portland Division of the FBI 
this week warned shoppers to use caution and common sense: If a deal sounds 
too good to be true, it probably is. Fraud investigators say criminals are using 
social media to advertise fake online stores. They look high-end with great 
websites, but the website and the scammer tend to disappear pretty quickly after 
hooking enough people and stealing their payment information. So how do you 
protect yourself from all of these kinds of scams? Be wary if 
someone requires you to pay by purchasing and transferring gift cards to them, by 
using virtual currency, or by using wire transfers. All are huge red flags. Watch out 
if the seller tries to move you away from established payment portals – like 
PayPal or an online platform’s secure payment system – for a “private” 
transaction. Do check a website’s reviews before purchasing, particularly if it is 
one you haven’t used before. Check the site’s return and refunds policy. 
Reputable platforms will have detailed dispute handling processes listed as 



well. Make your purchases using a secure portal – look for the lock symbol and 
HTTPS (with the “s” at the end) – in the website’s address. That’s not a guarantee 
of safety, but it is a safer bet. Also consider using a credit card that has good 
consumer fraud protection benefits. If you bought something through a local buy-
and-sell website and are doing a local meet to pick up or deliver the item, make 
sure you pick a very public place— such as a police station parking lot – during 
the day. Do not pre-pay. Instead, make arrangements to pay through a bank-
backed electronic system that has consumer protections. If you have been 
victimized by a cyber fraud, file a report with local law enforcement and with the 
FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center at www.ic3.gov or call your FBI local office. 
/  
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HEALTH: Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine faces one final hurdle before an expected 
decision to greenlight the shot for use in millions of Americans. Food and Drug 
Administration advisers are meeting this morning to scrutinize the company's data 
for any red flags or oversights. The public review comes as U.K. regulators 
investigate two apparent cases of allergic reaction to the vaccine. Safety will be 
top of mind for the panel of medical experts, who will vote on whether to endorse 
the vaccine. They will also address unknowns about the vaccine's effectiveness in 
certain groups. A final FDA decision and the first vaccinations could follow within 
days. ; State health officials reported 30 new deaths from COVID-19 yesterday, 
four of which were Lane County residents. The numbers, from the Oregon Health 
Authority, came as the state tallied another 1,243 new confirmed and presumptive 
cases of the coronavirus. That puts Oregon’s pandemic death toll at 1,110. Lane 
County’s death toll now stands at 63. The four who died were between the ages 
of 69 and 83 and included two women and two men, all of whom lived in the 
Eugene-Springfield area. Lane County Public Health yesterday reported 86 new 
COVID cases. Thirty-three six patients are hospitalized, including five in intensive 
care. Both numbers are down a bit from the day before. Officials say 500 Lane 
County residents are currently infectious and close to 613 are quarantining and 
under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested 
positive for the virus. That’s up a bit from the previous day. ; A state analysis of 
last week’s COVID cases found new weekly highs for infections and 
hospitalizations for the third consecutive week. The Oregon Health Authority 
reported more than 10,300 (10,355) new daily cases during that time, which was 
up 14 percent over the previous week. Hospitalizations associated with COVID-19 
increased by 24 percent to 494 and an average of 70 per day. There were 133 
reported COVID-19 reported deaths, up from 86 the previous week and an 
average of 19 per day – the highest since the pandemic began. Health experts 
say people between the ages of 20 to 49 account for more than half (55 percent) 
of Oregon’s COVID cases, but people ages 70 and older account for three out of 
every four deaths. Officials say 8.1 percent of those Oregonians being tested last 
week tested positive for the coronavirus. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Oregon’s football 
game against Washington on Saturday might be on hold after the Huskies paused 
all team activities yesterday because of an increase in the number of positive 
COVID-19 tests in the program. The Seattle Times reports Washington will 
receive another round of test results today, which will help finalize a decision 



about the game. The Ducks are set to host the Huskies at 1 p.m. Saturday at 
Autzen Stadium in a contest set to be broadcast by FOX. If the game is played, 
the winner will represent the Pac-12 North in the conference title game next 
Friday, December 18. Should the game be canceled, Washington — which has 
the highest winning percentage in its division — would win the Pac-12 North by 
default. But should the Huskies be unable to play this weekend, their status for 
the Pac-12 championship game might also be in doubt because of the number of 
players and staff who might be forced to isolate and quarantine. The Pac-12 
Conference requires each program to have 53 scholarship players available — 
including one quarterback, seven offensive linemen and four defensive linemen 
— to participate in a game. Oregon Football coaches and players say they 
continue to practice for the game. Huskies Head Coach Jimmy Lake said during 
an interview yesterday with a Seattle radio station that his team’s affected players 
have been, quote, “almost 100 percent asymptomatic.” Washington had two 
earlier football games canceled after Washington State and Cal had positive 
COVID tests in their programs. Instead, the Huskies scheduled a replacement 
game in Utah, which also had an opponent cancel due to positive COVID tests. ; 
Oregon State hosts Stanford Saturday night in Corvallis. The game is being 
broadcast starting at 7:30 p.m. on ESPNU. OSU running back Jermar Jefferson 
ahs been cleared to play after emerging from COVID-19 protocol and has 
returned to practice. But starting quarterback Tristan Gebbia (JEB’-ee-uh) is out 
for the season after surgery to repair the hamstring injured near the end of the 
Oregon-Oregon State game. Chance Nolan will start again this weekend. / 
CRIME, SAFETY, HEALTH: Eugene Police sent out an advisory yesterday, 
concerned about a rash of overdoses that affected at least three people in a six-
hour period. Investigators believe the cases might be related to heroin. 
Emergency responders used Narcan to revive the patients. In a news release, 
Eugene Police ask that you call 9-1-1 if you see someone who appears to be 
suffering from an overdose. / DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, SAFETY: 
Crews working for the Environmental Protection Agency have wrapped up their 
removal of household hazardous waste from burned-out properties damaged or 
destroyed by the September wildfires in Lane and seven other Oregon counties. 
EPA officials say crews identified and removed approximately 300,000 pounds of 
hazardous waste from 2,285 properties. Among the items: thousands of propane 
tanks, ammunition, oil, gasoline, solvents, paints, pesticides, and bulk asbestos. 
Removing these items helps ensure the safety of workers who are beginning to 
remove wildfire ash and other fire debris as part of the second step in cleanup. 
Crews and contractors working with the State of Oregon are beginning that larger 
task and also will remove hazardous waste from assistance-eligible properties not 
cleared by EPA. The more than 250 EPA staff and contractors also conducted 
bank stabilization, erosion control, and fire debris removal work on 226 riverfront 
properties along seven vulnerable rivers including the McKenzie, North Umpqua, 
and North Fork of the Santiam. The focus was on reducing toxic runoff to protect 
water quality and sensitive fish and wildlife habitat. / ENVIRONMENT, 
GOVERNMENT: The state is moving forward with an effort to transfer 
management of the Elliott State Forest to Oregon State University as a research 
forest. Members of the Oregon Land Board, which consists of the governor, 
secretary of state, and state treasurer, affirmed the effort again this week. It 
comes two years after state officials began the process of converting the 82,000-



acre forest, which stretches across some coastal portions of Douglas and Coos 
counties. For decades, proceeds from its harvests contributed to the state’s 
Common School Fund. Oregon State University’s proposal for the Elliott State 
Research Forest would focus on topics including forestry’s role in supporting 
economic growth and rural communities while mitigating climate change and 
protecting and restoring endangered species. The plan would create the largest 
forest reserve on the Oregon Coast and provide recreational access to the public 
and learning opportunities for schoolchildren. Advisory committees whose 
membership included state and local governments, tribes, members of the public, 
and others, took part in the early planning effort. / CRIME: A man from Bend 
allegedly robbed two businesses at gunpoint, stole a car, and led police on a 
chase before being shot and killed by law enforcement officers late Tuesday night 
off Oregon Highway 22 in the mountains near the town of Gates. Investigators 
say the man first robbed a coffee kiosk, then a pizza business—stealing one of 
the employee’s cars. During the police chase, officers say the suspect drove at 
high speeds and was finally stopped after spike strips were deployed. Police say 
three troopers and one deputy fired at the suspect after what was described as a 
confrontation. Salem Police are leading the third-party investigation into the 
shooting. /  
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HEALTH: Help is on the way. That’s the message from members of a U.S. 
government advisory panel that yesterday endorsed the widespread use of 
Pfizer’s vaccine. The decision puts the country just one step away from launching 
a massive vaccination campaign. The Food & Drug Administration is expected in 
the next couple of days to clear the way for the start of vaccinations, likely as 
early as next week. The FDA panel concluded the vaccine from Pfizer and its 
German partner BioNTech appears safe and effective for emergency use in 
adults and teenagers 16 and older. That endorsement came despite questions 
about allergic reactions in two people who received the vaccine earlier this week 
when Britain became the first country to begin dispensing the Pfizer-BioNTech 
shot. The decision came as COVID-19 cases surge to ever-higher levels across 
the U.S., with deaths hitting an all-time, one-day high of more than 3,100 on 
Wednesday. More than 292,000 Americans have died from the coronavirus or its 
complications. Pfizer has said it will have about 25 million doses of the two-shot 
vaccine for the U.S. by the end of December. But initial supplies will be limited 
and reserved primarily for health care workers, nursing home residents, and first 
responders, with other vulnerable groups next in line until the shots become 
widely available on demand, something that will probably not happen until the 
spring. With final approval of Pfizer’s coronavirus vaccine expected in the next 
few days, how long will it take to turn the corner on the pandemic? Experts 
estimate at least 70 percent of the U.S. population will have to be vaccinated to 
achieve what’s known as “herd immunity.” With the phased rollout of vaccines 
and the need for those receiving the shots to get two doses, it could be several 
months before things start get back to normal and Americans can put away their 
masks. There are still some unknowns about the Pfizer vaccine because it 
remains in final-stage testing. For example, while the vaccine is more than 90 
percent effective in blocking the symptoms of COVID-19, it is not yet clear if it can 
stop the silent, symptomless spread that accounts for up to half of all coronavirus 
cases. Pfizer must still show whether the vaccine works in children younger than 
16 and in pregnant women. On the safety front, as widespread vaccinations 
begin, the first recipients will be closely tracked by government health authorities 
since studies in tens of thousands of people can’t detect rare risks that strike 1 in 
a million. Hanging over the meeting were the British allergic reactions and a 
warning from authorities there that people with a history of serious reactions 
shouldn’t get the vaccine for now. Pfizer representatives said they have seen no 



signs of allergic reactions in their trial. But some of the FDA advisers fear the 
British warning will deter millions of Americans with allergies who might benefit 
from the COVID-19 vaccine from giving it a try and urged additional studies to try 
to settle the issue. The FDA next week will review a second vaccine, from 
Moderna and the National Institutes of Health, which appears about as protective 
as Pfizer’s. A third candidate, from Johnson & Johnson, which would require just 
one dose, is working its way through the pipeline. Behind that is a candidate from 
AstraZeneca and Oxford University. ; State health officials reported 13 new 
deaths from COVID-19 yesterday, five of which were among Lane County 
residents. The numbers, from the Oregon Health Authority, came as the state 
tallied 1,586 new confirmed and presumptive cases of the coronavirus. That puts 
Oregon’s pandemic death toll at 1,123. The state is expected to surpass 90,000 
total COVID cases later today. Lane County’s death toll now stands at 68. The 
five who died were between the ages of 75 and 97. The three women and two 
men all lived in the Eugene-Springfield area. Lane County Public Health 
yesterday reported 77 new COVID cases. Thirty-six patients are hospitalized, 
including five in intensive care. Officials say 428 Lane County residents are 
currently infectious and close to 613 are quarantining and under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. ; 
Lane County Public Health officials say they continue to track 73 active local 
outbreaks of COVID-19. Currently, 727 people are associated with those clusters 
of cases. The majority of the outbreaks—44 percent—are in long-term care 
facilities where many patients and residents are older with fragile health 
conditions. Spokesman Jason Davis says that’s why we’re seeing such high 
death numbers right now: Most cases might be among younger and middle-aged 
adults, but most deaths are among people over the age of 60. Twenty-right 
percent of the active outbreaks are tied to workplaces. The number of college-
aged outbreaks has fallen to 11 percent with many students no longer on 
campus. ; Lane County Public Health officials say they are aware of the 
Springfield restaurant that is openly violating state COVID-19 guidelines and 
seating diners indoors. Spokesman Jason Davis acknowledges it is a complex 
situation and that business owners are hurting. But he says officials are working 
to communicate the risks and implications of the restaurant’s decision. While no 
outbreaks have been traced to local restaurants, there have been cases of 
transmission among diners who did not follow guidelines and there’s the risk they 
can spread COVID to restaurant staff. He says Lane County Public Health is not 
trying to fine or shut down the business. But he thinks there will be some action in 
the short term, probably from Oregon OSHA. ; State health officials this week 
updated this guidance for when you should quarantine after possible exposure to 
someone with COVID-19. It calls for you to stay home for 14 days if you have 
been exposed an infected person in close proximity—less than six feet away—for 
more than 15 minutes over a 24-hour period. If you have not had any symptoms, 
you may consider ending quarantine after 10 days, without any testing, 
or after seven days, if you have a negative result from an antigen or PCR test—
provided you are tested less than 48 hours before you end your quarantine. If you 
choose to shorten your quarantine period, there still is a small chance you 
might spread the disease to others post-quarantine, so it is critical that you 
continue monitoring your symptoms for the full 14 days. If you do develop 
symptoms, you should continue to avoid contact with others and call your 



healthcare provider to discuss testing. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Pac-12 conference 
leaders yesterday made it official: Oregon’s football game against Washington on 
Saturday has been canceled because of an increase in the number of positive 
COVID-19 tests in the Huskies’ program. The game cannot be rescheduled so it 
is being officially listed as “no contest.” The two teams hoped to play to determine 
who would represent the Pac-12 North in the conference title game next Friday, 
December 18. But with the game canceled, Washington — which has the highest 
winning percentage in its division — wins the Pac-12 North by default. But with 
the Huskies dealing with COVID cases, it’s unclear whether they will be cleared to 
participate in the Pac-12 championship game. The Pac-12 Conference requires 
each program to have 53 scholarship players available — including one 
quarterback, seven offensive linemen and four defensive linemen — to participate 
in a game. On Wednesday evening, UW reported 11 active positive COVID-19 
within its athletics department — six more than a week ago. A source told The 
Seattle Times not all 11 cases can be traced to the football program but offered 
no additional detail. / SPORTS: Oregon State hosts Stanford Saturday night in 
Corvallis. The game is being broadcast starting at 7:30 p.m. on ESPNU. OSU 
running back Jermar Jefferson has been cleared to play after emerging from 
COVID-19 protocol and has returned to practice. But starting quarterback Tristan 
Gebbia (JEB’-ee-uh) is out for the season after surgery to repair the hamstring 
injured near the end of the Oregon-Oregon State game. Chance Nolan will start 
again this weekend. ; The Number Eight Oregon Women’s Basketball team heads 
to Corvallis Sunday for a rivalry game against 15th-ranked Oregon State. The 
teams tip off shortly after 4 p.m. in Gill Coliseum. The contest is being broadcast 
by the Pac-12 Networks. ; In Pac-12 Men’s Basketball action: The Oregon Men’s 
Basketball team heads to Seattle this weekend for a Saturday evening game with 
the Washington Huskies. Portland stunned Oregon State with an 87-86 win in 
overtime. Despite a 7-61 record in the West Coast Conference in the last four 
years, the Pilots never trailed in overtime. Ethan Thompson led the Beavers with 
a career-high 31 points. / RECREATION, SAFETY: Cars and trucks driving on the 
beach at Cape Kiwanda might become a thing of the past. Oregon’s State Parks 
and Recreation Department unveiled a new proposal Thursday that would limit 
motorized vehicle access on beaches around the sandstone headland on the 
northern Oregon coast. It would include the popular day-use site in Pacific City. If 
approved, motor vehicles would no longer be able to drive onto the sand at the 
Cape Kiwanda beach access point in Pacific City unless they are launching boats 
at the foot of the cape. It comes amid safety concerns about the growing numbers 
of vehicles and pedestrians using that popular stretch of sand. The beach has 
been closed to driving during the pandemic. The public will have until Feb. 12 to 
comment on the proposed rule changes. /  
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HEALTH: The largest vaccination campaign in U.S. history got underway today as 
health workers in various hospitals began rolling up their sleeves for shots that 
will help protect them from COVID-19. It marks a significant turning point in the 
pandemic — a day of optimism even as the nation’s death toll nears 300,000. 
Shipments of precious frozen vials of vaccine made by Pfizer and its German 
partner BioNTech began arriving by aircraft and shipping truck across the country 
and are expected today in Oregon, as well. Front-line health care workers, 
nursing home residents, and first responders are first in line for vaccination. But 
for many, hope is tempered by grief and the sheer exhaustion of months spent 
battling a coronavirus that still is surging in the U.S. and around the world. The 
first of nearly 3 million doses being shipped in staggered batches this week. The 
vials are boxed and packed in dry ice to stay at ultra-frozen temperatures. They 
were manufactured at Pfizer’s Kalamazoo, Michigan, factory. Once they arrive at 
distribution centers, each state directs where the doses go next. Some hospitals 
across the country spent the weekend tracking their packages, refreshing FedEx 
and UPS websites for clues. More of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine will arrive each 
week. And later this week, the FDA will decide whether to green light the world’s 
second rigorously studied COVID-19 vaccine, made by Moderna. The goal this 
month is to rapidly get vaccine into the arms of millions of not just doctors and 
nurses but other at-risk health workers such as janitors and food handlers — and 
then deliver a second dose three weeks later. Officials say the vaccines can 
cause temporary fever, fatigue and aches as they rev up people’s immune 
systems. That is prompting hospitals to stagger employee vaccinations. ; The 
director of the National Institutes of Health is that stressing the first doses of a 
COVID-19 vaccine being distributed this week are safe and effective and is urging 
Americans to put aside any skepticism so that as many people can be vaccinated 
as possible. Dr. Francis Collins tells NBC’s “Meet the Press” he hopes people will 
get past the “noise” and “conspiracy theories” about the Pfizer vaccine’s safety 
because approval was based on rigorous science. He says the virus could be 
significantly stunted by June if 70 percent to 80 percent of Americans are 
vaccinated, the level most experts believe is needed to reach “herd immunity.” ; 
The first of many special shipping containers packed with COVID-19 vaccine vials 
made their way to distribution sites across the United States on Sunday, as the 
nation’s pandemic deaths approached the horrifying new milestone of 300,000. 
The rollout of the Pfizer vaccine, the first to be approved by the Food and Drug 



Administration, ushers in the biggest vaccination effort in U.S. history — one that 
health officials hope the American public will embrace, even as some have voiced 
initial skepticism or worry. Shots are expected to be given to health care workers 
and nursing home residents beginning today. Quick transport is key for the 
vaccine, especially since this one must be stored at extremely low temperatures 
— about 94 degrees below zero. Early Sunday, workers at Pfizer — dressed in 
fluorescent yellow clothing, hard hats and gloves — wasted no time as they 
packed vials into boxes. They scanned the packages and then placed them into 
freezer cases with dry ice. The vaccines were then taken from Pfizer’s Portage, 
Michigan, facility to the airport in Grand Rapids, where the first cargo plane took 
off amid what airport officials called a “jubilant” mood. Tracked with GPS-enabled 
sensors, the initial shipments were expected to contain about 3 million doses, with 
many more to come. Federal officials say the first shipments of Pfizer’s vaccine 
will be staggered, arriving in 145 distribution centers today, with another 425 sites 
getting shipments Tuesday, and the remaining 66 on Wednesday. Doses of the 
vaccine, co-developed by German partner BioNTech, are given out based on 
each state’s adult population. Then the states decide where they go first. A survey 
from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that 
about half of Americans want to get the vaccine as soon as possible. Another 
quarter aren’t sure, while the remaining quarter say they aren’t interested. Some 
simply oppose vaccines in general. Others are concerned that the vaccines have 
been rushed and want to see how the rollout goes. The Moderna vaccine will be 
reviewed by an expert panel Thursday and soon afterward could be allowed for 
public use. ; State officials say they expect to receive 35,100 initial doses from 
Pfizer this week. By month’s end, Oregon’s total vaccine allotment could be 
between 197,500 and 228,400 doses. Those totals include the second doses of 
the Pfizer vaccine and doses of the vaccine from Moderna that is being 
considered for federal approval this week. Officials say December’s allotment 
should be enough to vaccinate 100,000 residents. Healthcare workers and 
residents in long-term care facilities will be the first Oregonians to receive the 
vaccine, and that process is expected to take several months. A schedule for 
making the vaccine more widely available is still being determined based on the 
shipping schedule from vaccine makers. It could take well into the fall to vaccinate 
70 percent of Oregon’s adults, the threshold officials say would be necessary to 
effectively curtail the virus through herd immunity. ; Oregon is part of a consortium 
of four Western states that created their own scientific review panel for the new 
Pfizer vaccine. Yesterday, members confirmed it for use, saying that it is safe and 
effective. Oregon, Washington, California, and Nevada are member of the review 
group. The panel will continue to evaluate other COVID-19 vaccines after they 
make their way through the FDA authorization process. The panel members 
include nationally acclaimed scientists with expertise in immunization and public 
health. ; Gov. Kate Brown says she expects 100,000 Oregonians to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 by the end of 2020. Brown said Friday that healthcare workers, 
who make up about 360,000 people in Oregon, will be the first to be vaccinated. 
An expected 147,000 doses of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines will arrive by the 
end of the year, but there are no other commitments from the federal government. 
Brown says hospitals will be the primary sites of immunizations. Some hospital 
groups confirmed they expect to see doses arrive as early as this weekend. It 
may not be until the middle of next week before they start to be administered.  ; 



Over Saturday and Sunday, state health officials reported 19 new deaths and a 
combined close to 2,500 new confirmed or presumptive cases of COVID-19. Lane 
County’s death toll stands at 72 after three more deaths were tallied over the 
weekend. The county’s Public Health website over the weekend reported a 
combined 179 new cases of the virus. Thirty-seven patients are hospitalized, 
including nine in intensive care. Officials say 488 Lane County residents are 
currently infectious. Hundreds more are quarantining and under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. / 
LOW-INCOME, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Oregon’s Legislature’s Emergency 
Board on Friday approved another $2.9 million in emergency food assistance 
through the Oregon Food Bank Network. Our local food bank, FOOD for Lane 
County, will be among the recipients. The money will help purchase supplies for 
distribution at food pantries and meal sites over the next three months.  It came 
as officials say close to 1 in 5 state residents are facing hunger—many because 
of job losses or income reductions during the pandemic or disruptions caused by 
the Labor Day wildfires. Oregon Food Bank officials also called on Congress to 
approve the next round of COVID relief to shore up safety net programs for 
struggling individuals and families. ; Just last week, researchers with Oregon 
State University estimated one (m)million Oregonians — close to 1 every 4 — 
experienced food insecurity this year. That means there was a disruption in their 
ability to feed themselves or their family. The report finds that the pandemic and 
accompanying employment crisis erased any gains in food stability made during 
the past decade after the Great Recession. The study also finds that food 
insecurity is at least double what it was one year ago, with Black, Hispanic and 
Latino, and Indigenous households especially hard-hit. Researchers measure 
food insecurity by asking people questions such as if they have to cut down the 
size of their meals to stretch their food budget, or if they ever have to skip meals 
or go a day without eating. Low-income households, households struggling with 
unemployment or reduced hours, and single-mother households are most likely to 
experience food insecurity. Though more people are struggling to put food on the 
table, the study also noted that Oregon’s safety net programs worked quickly to fill 
hunger gaps when the pandemic first struck. That included state agencies like the 
Department of Human Services and nonprofit organizations like the Oregon Food 
Bank and Partners for a Hunger-Free Oregon working to encourage anyone 
eligible for SNAP (the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) get signed up 
and began receiving food assistance quickly. / HEALTH, CRIME, SAFETY: Lane 
County Public Health officials on Friday issued a warning about last week’s 
single-day spike in the number of heroin overdoses. On Wednesday, there were 
at least 13 incidents in 24 hours. None of the overdoses were fatal. But Eugene 
Police said one of the victims was a 14-year-old girl. Public health officials say 
there has been an increase in substance use and abuse nationally. The reasons 
are varied. But health experts fear some are using illegal substances as coping 
mechanisms during the chronic stress caused by the pandemic. They say 
overdoses often are more severe among those who use after a period of drug 
abstinence. Lane County Public Health notes that there are community resources 
available to help people navigate this health crisis. And they add that the HIV 
Alliance regularly offers trainings for Naloxone, a potentially lifesaving medication 
that when administered can reverse an overdose. HIV Alliance also offers testing 
strips and syringe exchange programs. Public health officials say the distribution 



of Naloxone by their agency, as well as HIV Alliance, law enforcement and 
pharmacies has contributed to a reduction in deaths from overdose when spikes 
occur in our community. Officials hope that leads to some drug users to seek help 
and recovery. / CRIME: He tried to flee in a stolen car, then on foot, and finally by 
swimming for it. Portland Police say a 23-year-old Portland man led them on a 
vehicle pursuit near Portland’s airport that reached speeds of 100 miles per hour 
before officers broke off the chase for safety reasons. But they spotted the vehicle 
a short time later after the suspect reportedly drove it down a gravel path to the 
edge of the Columbia River, got out, ran, and jumped into the 42-degree water. 
Police say the man tried to swim toward the middle of the river but changed his 
mind and eventually came out of the water. He was taken to the hospital for 
treatment for possible hypothermia, then charged with Unlawful Use of a Motor 
Vehicle, Attempt to Elude, and Reckless Driving. / SPORTS: Oregon plays 
Colorado in Los Angeles on Saturday in Pac-12 Conference Football. Probably. 
Much is still up in the air as the conference heads for its final weekend of play. 
The game between the Ducks and Buffaloes is set for Saturday at 6 p.m. on FS1. 
On Friday, Washington and USC are set to play for the conference title. But if 
either team is unable to field a minimum roster because of positive COVID-19 
tests, Oregon could be tapped to step in for Washington and Colorado could wind 
up filling in for USC. Last weekend’s Duck-Husky game was canceled because of 
Washington’s recent COVID cases. Friday night’s Pac-12 Championship Game 
broadcast begins at 5 p.m. on FOX. COVID has already scrapped another 
upcoming Pac-12 contest: Conference officials announced last night that Arizona 
and Cal will not play their Saturday game because both teams have too many 
players affected by the coronavirus. (AP) – A 43-yard field goal as time expired 
lifted the Los Angeles Chargers past the Atlanta Falcons, 20-17 on Sunday. 
Quarterback Justin Herbert was 36 of 44 for 243 yards with two touchdowns and 
an interception as help Los Angeles moved to 4-9 on the season and ended a 
two-game skid. ; Te-Hina Paopao scored 22 points, Taylor Mikesell had 21 and 
the No. 8 Oregon Women’s Basketball team beat No. 15 Oregon State 79-59 on 
Sunday for its 24th consecutive victory. Mikesell and Paopao combined to make 
eight of the Ducks’ nine 3-pointers in the first half and scored 15 points apiece to 
help Oregon take a 45-24 lead. The Beavers never got closer than 18 points in 
the second half. Oregon has won five of the past six matchups against Oregon 
State. It was the largest margin for Oregon in the series since an 82-58 victory 
during the 2004-05 season. Taylor Jones led the Beavers with 14 points. Scoring 
leader Aleah Goodman was held to seven points. ; Chris Duarte and Eugene 
Omoruyi scored 14 points apiece, Eric Williams Jr. added 14, and the Oregon 
Men’s Basketball team held on Saturday to beat rival Washington 74-71. N’Faly 
Dante had his first career double-double for the Ducks, who have won four in a 
row against Washington. /  
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HEALTH: Oregon’s first doses of the Pfizer vaccine went to a handful of Portland-
area hospitals and a hospital in Eastern Oregon. But shipments are headed for 
Eugene-Springfield later this week. Officials with PeaceHealth and McKenzie-
Willamette estimate each will receive a first allocation of 975 doses in the coming 
days. That will not cover everyone working on the front lines in the health care 
facilities, but it’s a start. The shipments will be part of more than 30,000 (30,225) 
Pfizer vaccine doses arriving over the next few days. In addition to going to 
hospitals, more than 10,000 (10,725) of those doses are headed for skilled 
nursing facilities for vaccinations that will begin next week. In the Portland area, 
Legacy Health was the first registered provider in the state to receive the vaccine, 
receiving two packages of 975 doses each. Additional doses are expected today 
at three other Oregon locations: at Oregon Health & Science University and 
Kaiser Permanente in Portland; and at Eastern Oregon’s St. Alphonsus Medical 
Center in Ontario. Additional shipments are expected in the coming weeks, both 
from Pfizer and from Moderna—should its vaccine be approved later this week. 
Oregon officials estimate up to 400,000 people could qualify for the first phase of 
vaccinations, including health care workers, nursing home and other long-term 
care facility residents, and first responders. It could take months to get all of those 
people vaccinated. ; COVID-19 has claimed six more lives in Oregon. The 
Oregon Health Authority also reported yesterday another 1,180 new confirmed or 
presumptive cases of the virus. Lane County Public Health officials say there 
were no new deaths reported yesterday. Our local pandemic death toll remains at 
32. Forty-two patients are currently hospitalized locally, nine of whom are in 
intensive care. Officials say 440 Lane County residents are currently infectious. 
Another 600 people are quarantining and under monitoring because they were 
exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. ; Officials with the 
Food and Drug Administration announced this morning that Moderna’s 
coronavirus vaccine offers high levels of protection for adults and prevents severe 
cases of COVID-19. The data was released ahead of the FDA’s planned 
Thursday review of the vaccine, which could lead to its emergency approval as 
early as Friday. If that happens, Moderna could begin shipping an estimated six 
million doses over the weekend, adding to the number of available vaccines for 
front-line health care workers and some of the nation’s most vulnerable residents. 
The FDA review confirms Moderna’s assessment that its vaccine has an efficacy 
rate of slightly more than 94 percent in a trial of 30,000 people. Moderna’s 



vaccine is based on the same technology as the Pfizer vaccine. It includes the 
same possible side effects, include occasional cases of mild fever, headache and 
fatigue. ;  Need health insurance and you are not covered by an employer, 
Medicare, or the Oregon Health Plan? Today is the deadline to sign up for 
coverage next year through the Oregon Health Insurance Marketplace at 
HealthCare.gov Even if you are temporarily uninsured, you can sign up. 
Individuals making up to $51,040 per year and families of four making up to 
$104,800 can qualify for help paying for coverage. In 2020, more than seven in 10 
Oregonians who chose plans through HealthCare.gov received financial help for 
monthly premiums and out-of-pocket costs. These savings lowered the average 
premium to just $145 per month. If you need help completing your enrollment 
application, you may find an insurance agent or community partner organization 
that can assist you at OregonHealthCare.gov/GetHelp These insurance agents 
and community partners provide local, one-on-one assistance at no charge to 
you. This help is available virtually and over the phone. / HEALTH, POLITICS: 
Governor Kate Brown is calling Oregon lawmakers back to Salem on Monday for 
a special legislative session. She says she wants the legislature to address the 
continued budget and other issues tied to the pandemic and the Labor Day 
wildfires. The Governor is asking the lawmakers to consider $800 million in relief 
during what she anticipates will be a one-day special session. Brown says many 
Oregon families continue to struggle with unemployment, housing, food insecurity, 
and paying their bills. She says the effects are felt across the state but especially 
in rural communities and communities of color. The Governor’s proposed budget 
for the next two years includes aid for tenants and landlords, funding for vaccine 
distribution and contact tracing, wildfire prevention and community preparedness, 
and support for reopening schools. But much of that depends on funding from the 
federal government. This week, however, Congress is stalled on that aid to state 
and local governments. Legislative leaders are working with officials at the 
Oregon Health Authority to determine the safest way to conducting the special 
session and protect lawmakers and staff from the coronavirus. / SPORTS: The 
Oregon Ducks are back in contention for the Pac-12 Football Title. Conference 
officials announced yesterday that Washington was withdrawing because it is 
unable to field enough players on Friday. The Ducks will take their place as 
representative of the Pac-12 Northern Division in the game against USC. Kick-off 
is shortly after 5 p.m. Friday from Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, in a game 
being broadcast by FOX. The pandemic has caused havoc this fall in college 
football, with games canceled across the country each weekend. Oregon’s game 
against Washington in Seattle was scratched last Saturday after the Huskies 
announced an increase in positive COVID-19 tests. The Ducks started yesterday 
preparing for a Saturday game against Colorado in Los Angeles, knowing things 
might change if the Huskies had too many players isolating or quarantining. The 
Ducks are 3-2 on the season. Number 13 USC is undefeated at 5-0. With Oregon 
shifting to Friday’s match-up with USC, Colorado is left without an opponent but 
might try to schedule a last-minute non-conference game. Another Pac-12 game 
planned for this Saturday, Arizona at Cal, was canceled after neither team could 
meet the conference’s minimum roster requirements because of positive 
coronavirus tests. ; Auburn this week fired its head football coach and there are 
rumors that those heading a search for a replacement have discussed Oregon 
head coach Mario Cristobal. But during an online media briefing yesterday, 



Cristobal sought to dispel those rumors, saying that he had not been contacted 
and did not know of his agent being contacted. He added that he trusts longtime 
Oregon donor Phil Knight and Ducks Athletic Director Rob Mullens, as well as 
others at Oregon. Cristobal called the progress in the Ducks’ football program 
“awesome” and that he has, quote, “full trust in the administration here that things 
are going to be worked out and that I’ll be coaching here.” ; The Oregon Women’s 
Basketball team up one notch to tie with Baylor at Number Seven in the 
Associated Press poll after Sunday’s big win over rival Oregon State. The 
Beavers slipped to Number 21. The Ducks are undefeated with a 5-0 record 
heading into Saturday’s game at Washington. Tip-off time has not been 
announced but the game will be carried by the Pac-12 Networks. The Oregon 
women head to Pullman for a game against Washington state on Sunday morning 
at 11:00 a.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. Stanford remains Number 1 in the AP poll, 
with two other Pac-12 teams also in the Top 25. Arizona is Number 6 and UCLA 
is Number 11. / HOUSING, VETERANS: The Oregon Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs (ODVA) has decreased the interest rates on all new loan applications for 
its home loan products. The result: historically low rates, the lowest in the 
program’s 75-year history. The quarter-point cut in interest rates for all new home 
loan applications with the Oregon Veteran Home Loan Program was effective on 
Monday, December 14. The home loan program is a non-expiring, lifetime benefit 
for any eligible Oregon veteran and may be used up to four times. The program 
cover purchases only, not refinancing. The program has been one of ODVA’s 
core veteran services since the agency was created in 1945. This Oregon benefit 
is separate and distinct from the federal VA Home Loan Guarantee. The ODVA 
has lent approximately $8.2 billion in low-interest home loans to more than 
336,000 veterans over the past 75 years. To be eligible, a veteran must have 
served on active duty with the U.S. Armed Forces, as documented on his or her 
DD-214, and must meet one of the service criteria outlined on ODVA’s website. 
The ODVA offers eligible veterans fixed-rate financing for owner-occupied, single-
family residences up to the Federal Housing Finance Agency Limit. That financing 
limit currently is $510,400 through the end of this year and up to $548,250 after 
January 1. / DISASTERS, HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, BUSINESS: Three months 
after the devastating Labor Day wildfires, the Oregon Department of Human 
Services is taking over for the American Red Cross in handling day-to-day 
management of shelter for the thousands of people who lost their homes. More 
than 1,000 Red Cross volunteers and staff from across Oregon and the U.S. 
stepped up to help manage the aid. That allowed state teams to focus on the 
immediate effort of coordinating the battle against the wildfires and planning for 
long-term recovery. At its peak in October, more than 2,000 people were 
sheltering in 79 hotels. As of Monday, slightly more than 1,000 (1,023) people are 
sheltering in 558 rooms at 54 hotels throughout the state. The evacuees also 
receive food assistance. The Oregon Department of Human Services will 
continue working with the affected individuals and families, in coordination with 
local and Tribal governments and nongovernmental organizations. The effort will 
continue until all have transitioned into permanent housing. ; If you have an 
Oregon business and or your household has been impacted by the Labor Day 
wildfires and have been considering applying for a special Small Business 
Administration loan, today is the deadline. Lane is one of a number of counties 
where qualifying residents may fill out an SBA application. You do not need to 



own a business to qualify for one of the loans. Homeowners may apply for up to 
$200,000 to replace or repair their primary residence. Renters and homeowners 
may borrow up to $40,000 to replace or repair personal property — such as 
clothing, furniture, cars and appliances — damaged or destroyed in a disaster. 
The loans are intended to cover disaster losses not fully covered by insurance or 
other sources.  Proceeds from insurance coverage on home or property may be 
deducted from the eligible loan amount. For more information on the SBA 
program and resources available, go to sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-
assistance/physical-damage-loans / SAFETY TRANSPORTATION: No injuries, 
but a number of police and emergency vehicles were damaged early Sunday on 
icy roads the shoulder of U.S. 97 near Klamath Falls. Officials say two 
commercial trucks struck several Klamath Falls police SUVs and one Klamath 
County Fire District # 1 engine parked on the shoulder of the highway to respond 
to an earlier crash. Investigators say the first commercial truck hit one police 
patrol car and the fire engine, then kept going without stopping. Police are still 
seeking the truck and its driver. A second truck hit all three police SUVs and the 
fire engine and then pulled over. / CRIME: Federal and state authorities say they 
are cracking down on a wave of illegal schemes that have proliferated during the 
pandemic and prey upon the desperation of people who have lost jobs in the 
outbreak’s economic upheaval. The scams have ranged from the work-from-
home reselling of luxury products, to pyramid schemes soliciting cash and that 
play on cultural norms in immigrant communities, to fraudulent investment rackets 
promising quick profits. Regulators on Monday unveiled a year-long nationwide 
law-enforcement sweep targeting scams estimated to have bilked consumers of 
more than $1 billion. Especially vulnerable targets are seniors, immigrants, Black 
and Latino people, students and military families. The FTC says during the first 
nine months of 2020, losses reported through such schemes totaled $150 million, 
the highest level ever. Learn more at the Federal Trade Commission website. /  
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CRIME: Investigators say he violated a restraining order when he allegedly beat 
and strangled a woman in front of a child. Later, police say he ran from officers, 
only to turn on them several blocks later, closing in with a raised knife as officers 
repeatedly ordered him to stop and drop the weapon. Lane County’s District 
Attorney says an independent review has determined Eugene Police officers were 
justified when they shot and wounded the armed man in the Whiteaker 
neighborhood on November 30. D-A Patty Perlow says the officers’ use of deadly 
force was lawful. The District Attorney said the review included footage from the 
officer’s body-worn cameras, in-car video, police and other witness statements. 
Officers said they began looking for the suspect, Mushin Sharif, that morning after 
receiving a report from a Lane County Deputy District Attorney that a domestic 
assault victim sent a text message that said, quote, “He beat me up. He’s here.” 
Investigators said she had a Restraining Order against Sharif out of 
Pennsylvania. Officers who spoke with the victim believed Sharif had again 
violated his restraining order and committed the assault and strangulation while 
their child, a minor, was present. Perlow said Oregon law provides for mandatory 
arrest of a suspect under these circumstances. The suspect had left the 
residence when officers arrived, but he was spotted around noon at Washington-
Jefferson Park. Police say Sharif ran several blocks, into a dead-end parking lot, 
and was heard yelling, quote, "I will kill you," repeatedly as he ran. One officer 
repeatedly ordered Sharif to drop the knife, warning that otherwise he would 
shoot. The footage shows the suspect instead running in the officer’s direction 
with the knife in hand. A second officer who quickly got out of his vehicle also saw 
Sharif running toward police. The video then shows Officers Ryan Trullinger and 
Bo Rankin firing shots at the suspect. Officials say Sharif was struck twice, once 
in the upper left chest and once in his left hip. Sharif was treated at the hospital, 
then charged with four felonies in connection with the alleged domestic assault of 
the woman and their child and the incident involving the officers. ; The fifth and 
final member of a robbery crew that stole drugs and money in a series of violent 
robberies of marijuana traffickers operating in Oregon was sentenced to more 
than nine years federal prison yesterday. 38-year-old Marcus Cox of Eugene 
previously pleaded guilty to interfering with commerce by robbery and using, 
carrying, and brandishing a firearm during and in relation to a crime of violence. 
After he is released from federal prison, he will spend three years on supervised 
release. The crew’s leader, 37-year-old Jorge Rubio of Reedsport, was sentenced 



in to more than ten years federal prison and five years’ supervised release for the 
same charges. Three other crew members have also been sentenced for their 
roles in the robbery scheme. 39-year-old Shawn Dunaway of Veneta and 37-year-
old Jason Brooks of Eugene were each sentenced to more than eight years in 
federal prison. The other defendant, 30-year-old Antonio Vizcaino of Austin, 
Texas, was sentenced to 5-1/2 years. U.S. Attorney for Oregon Billy J. Williams 
called the felons a, quote, “gang of thugs,” saying they preyed on people they 
believed would not report their crimes. But in doing so, prosecutors say they 
callously threatened the lives of their targets and risked the safety of the entire 
community. Investigators say the men used assault rifles and other firearms to 
violently rob individuals set up to sell or purchase large quantities of marijuana or 
invest in marijuana operations in Oregon. The crimes dated back to 2017. The 
case was investigated by the FBI, U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, Eugene 
Police Department, and Austin Police Department. / HEALTH: COVID-19 has 
claimed 54 more lives in Oregon—five of them in Lane County. The state’s record 
daily death toll reflected both a recent surge in cases and a delay in processing 
some death certificates, which are reviewed by the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention before the cause of death is ultimately determined. Lane 
County Public Health officials say the local deaths were among residents ranging 
in age from 73 to 95. Our local pandemic death toll stands at 77. Lane County 
reported 117 new confirmed or presumptive cases of COVID-19. Fifty-five 
patients are hospitalized locally, 13 of whom are in intensive care. Officials say 
464 Lane County residents are currently infectious. Another 567 people are 
quarantining and under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who 
later tested positive for the virus. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday another 
1,129 new confirmed or presumptive cases of the virus statewide. / HEALTH, 
DISASTERS, POLITICS: Gov. Kate Brown is calling Oregon lawmakers back to 
the Capitol for a one-day special session, asking them to approve hundreds of 
millions of dollars to aid people and communities struggling with the pandemic 
and the effect of this summer’s devastating wildfires. Some of the bills expected 
to be discussed at the Dec. 21 session include renter and landlord relief, a 
restaurant bill that will allow to-go cocktails, school liability protections and an 
additional allocation to the state’s Emergency Fund. Brown says Oregon’s 
families are struggling with unemployment, housing, food insecurity, and paying 
their bills. Since the start of the pandemic in Oregon, more than 96,000 COVID-19 
cases have been confirmed and more than 1,200 people have died. Shutdowns 
and restrictions imposed because of COVID-19 have also caused widespread job 
losses and business closures. In addition, deadly wildfires in late summer 
destroyed thousands of residences in Lane and many other counties. These 
devastating events have financially impacted Oregonians across the state. In a 
statement Tuesday, Brown said the Legislature would consider $800 million in 
relief funding. One of the main proposals that lawmakers have been discussing 
this month is a $200 million package for landlord and tenant relief — providing 
$50 million for rental assistance to tenants for the months ahead and $150 million 
to small landlords for previously unpaid rent. Advocates for housing also implored 
lawmakers to extend an eviction moratorium, saying up to 40,000 households 
faced eviction. Senate President Peter Courtney said the eviction issue has 
dominated discussions among lawmakers and is what drove the immediate need 
for a special session. Whether or not the current proposal will pass, or if it will 



change, is still up for debate. Another topic, long discussed, would allow 
restaurant and bar owners to offer to-go cocktails.  The business owners say 
cocktails-to-go would provide an additional revenue stream to stay afloat.  More 
than 30 states have moved to allow to-go cocktails, but despite support from 
Oregon lawmakers, the issue has never made it on the agenda in Salem. 
However, Courtney said he foresees the proposal moving forward. One topic 
noticeably missing from the special session is relief for people with unemployment 
benefits that are expiring soon. Courtney said the reason proposals for further 
unemployment benefits not being included was because it simply “did not come 
up”, the focus was on evictions and because the session is a single day during a 
deadly and pandemic. Like previous special sessions this year, lawmakers will 
adopt special rules in an attempt to accelerate the process. They will also be 
required to follow COVID-19 related safety protocols, such as wearing a mask. / 
ECONOMY, BUSINESS, HEALTH: Oregon’s unemployment rate dropped to 6.0 
percent in November from 6.8 percent in October. This put Oregon’s rate below 
the U.S. rate of 6.7. The improved numbers came a few weeks before Oregon 
implemented a “freeze” in mid-November to combat the rise of COVID-19 in the 
state. Analysts say the freeze affected employers and tens of thousands of 
workers in recent weeks and those numbers will be reflected in the state’s next 
jobless report. Oregon’s total nonfarm payroll employment rose by 4,200 jobs in 
November, following a revised gain of 9,800 jobs in October. Oregon employers 
added jobs in each of the past seven months, and the state has recovered 46 
percent of the jobs cut in March and April. But job growth slowed the past five 
months. November’s largest job gains were in transportation, warehousing, and 
utilities (+3,100 jobs); professional and business services (+2,600); manufacturing 
(+1,700); and health care and social assistance (+1,500). Monthly losses were in 
construction (-2,300 jobs); government (-1,800); and retail trade (-1,100). 
Transportation, warehousing, and utilities was the only major industry to add jobs 
since November 2019. Online shopping is booming, and the industry has hired 
thousands of workers to meet demand in warehouses and for delivery drivers. 
The industry is up 7,500 jobs, or 10.3 percent, since November 2019. Leisure and 
hospitality added 300 jobs in November, following a revised gain of 3,300 in 
October. However, these gains recovered only a fraction of the 110,500 jobs cut 
in March and April. The industry—which is includes restaurants, bars, motels, and 
arts, entertainment, and recreation employers—has been the hardest hit industry 
due to the pandemic. In November, it employed 161,300 in Oregon, nearly 25 
percent fewer than in November 2019 when it employed 214,900. /  
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HEALTH: Oregon hospitals administered the first coronavirus vaccines in the 
state Wednesday to nurses, respiratory therapists, housekeeping workers and 
other health care employees in high-risk jobs, marking the beginning of a broad 
vaccination campaign in a state that’s seen more than 1,200 COVID-19 deaths 
since the pandemic began. Those vaccinated during the coordinated event — 
streamed live over the internet — were from Legacy Health System and Oregon 
Health & Science University in Portland and Saint Alphonsus Medical Center on 
the Oregon-Idaho border. Vaccine shipments to other hospitals will continue to 
arrive this week, including in Lane County. The Oregon Health Authority has said 
it will receive 35,100 initial doses of the Pfizer vaccine that has been approved by 
federal and Western state authorities. Another vaccine made by Moderna is 
expected to receive federal approval soon and Oregon officials estimate there will 
enough of the two vaccines to initially inoculate about 100,000 people statewide. 
On Wednesday, the vaccinations kicked off at Legacy Health in Portland with five 
health care workers, including an emergency room nurse, an intensive care unit 
nurse, a respiratory therapist, the head of housekeeping services and a 
radiologist. After a countdown, the recipients’ colleagues burst into cheers and 
applause as the needles pierced their arms. Some gave high fives. One ICU 
nurse said that in receiving the vaccine she hoped to lead by example and protect 
her family and her community. At OHSU, the first COVID vaccine was 
administered to an ICU nurse by a dental resident under a new Oregon law that 
allows dentists and dental students to administer shots. And far to the east, along 
the Oregon-Idaho border, the chief of nursing at Saint Alphonsus Hospital in 
Ontario, Oregon, rolled up her sleeve for one of the initial vaccines at her facility. 
Dina Ellwanger, who is also the hospital’s president, said after receiving the shot, 
she would return to a COVID-19 vaccination clinic the hospital had set up to allow 
nurses and other health care workers to get their shots without missing too much 
work. The vaccine comes at a critical time for rural communities like Ontario, 
which has been hit hard by the coronavirus. ; On a day when health care workers 
began receiving the first doses of the Pfizer vaccine, state health officials 
announced that COVID-19 has claimed 48 more lives in Oregon. The Oregon 
Health Authority also announced 1,262 new confirmed or presumptive infections. 
Lane County yesterday reported 118 new cases of COVID-19. Forty-seven 
patients are hospitalized locally, 11 of whom are in intensive care. Officials say 
526 Lane County residents are currently infectious. Another 582 people are 



quarantining and under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who 
later tested positive for the virus. Our local death toll from the pandemic stands at 
77. / HEALTH, ECONOMY: States and cities that passed eviction moratoriums 
amid the coronavirus-battered economy are wrestling with what comes next. The 
plight of renters who can't pay and face eviction foreshadows a national crisis 
that’s expected to grow next year. Oregon is one of 15 states that have an 
eviction moratorium through the end of the year. In a special legislative session 
next week, Oregon lawmakers will consider extending protections through July 1 
and creating a $200 million fund mainly to compensate landlords. It would go 
further than a one-month extension of a federal eviction moratorium that's 
expected in a coronavirus relief package nearing consensus in Congress. / 
WEATHER, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: A Winter Weather Advisory remains 
in effect until 4 pm this afternoon above 3,500 feet. Additional snow 
accumulations of 3 to 7 inches, with locally higher amounts expected for 
elevations above 5,000 feet. Winds gusting as high as 40 mph. Travel could be 
very difficult. Slow down and use caution while traveling. The latest road 
conditions are available at TripCheck.com and by dialing 5-1-1 from your 
cellphone. ; Heavy rain is possible this weekend, and amounts may be sufficient 
to cause flooding of creeks and rivers in parts of Northwest Oregon.  The details 
of timing, areas affected, and total rainfall remain highly uncertain. However, there 
is potential for 1 to 3 inches of rain in valleys and 3 to 6 inches of rain in the Coast 
Range and Cascades. Snow levels will be high, generally 5,000 to 7,000 feet, 
during the heavy precipitation this weekend. ; With a wet, cold winter expected 
and burn scars prevalent from the 2020 wildfires in Oregon, state emergency 
preparedness officials it is important to be ready for flooding and landslides. 
Heavy rain can trigger mudslides and debris flows in steep terrain, and the risk is 
higher in wildfire burn areas. Debris flows are rapidly moving, extremely 
destructive landslides. They can carry boulders and logs in a fast-moving soil and 
water down steep hillsides and through narrow canyons. If your home, work or 
driving route is in a watch area, here are some helpful pointers: Stay alert and 
track the flood watch by radio, TV, weather radio or online. If told to evacuate, do 
so immediately. Listen to unusual sounds that might indicate moving debris, such 
as trees cracking or boulders knocking together. A trickle of falling mud or debris 
may precede larger landslides. If you think there is danger of a landslide, leave 
immediately. Watch the water. If water in a stream or creek suddenly turns 
muddy, or if the amount of water flowing suddenly decreases or increases, this is 
a warning that the flow has been affected upstream. You should immediately 
leave the area because a debris flow might soon be coming downstream. Travel 
with extreme caution. Assume roads are not safe. Be alert when driving, 
especially at night. Embankments along roadsides may fail, sending rock and 
debris onto the road. To prepare for a flood, landslide, or any emergency it is 
important to have an emergency kit with necessary supplies. The Oregon Office 
of Emergency Management recommends being 2 Weeks Ready with enough 
supplies to last at least two-weeks. Be ready and stay safe. For more information 
about what to do before, during and after a flood visit the OEM website. / 
HEALTH, POLITICS: Congressional negotiators are closing in on a $900 billion 
COVID-19 economic relief package that would deliver additional help to 
businesses, $300 per week jobless checks, and $600 stimulus payments to most 
Americans. But there is no deal quite yet. As negotiators went home from the 



Capitol Wednesday night, agreement seemed near on legislation that would 
extend help to individuals and businesses and ship coronavirus vaccines to 
millions. Negotiators working on the $900 billion package say it would revive 
subsidies for businesses hit hard by the pandemic, help distribute new vaccines, 
fund schools and renew soon-to-expire jobless benefits. There’s intense pressure 
for a deal. Unemployment benefits run out Dec. 26 for more than 10 million 
people. State officials say 70,000 of those are Oregonians. Many businesses are 
barely hanging on after nine months of the pandemic. It would be the first 
significant legislative response to the pandemic since the landmark CARES Act in 
March, which delivered $1.8 trillion in aid and more generous jobless benefits and 
direct payments to individuals. Since then, Democrats have repeatedly called for 
ambitious further federal steps to provide relief and battle the pandemic. 
Republicans instead have sought to more fully reopen the economy and to avoid 
padding the government’s $27 trillion debt. President-elect Joe Biden is eager for 
an aid package to prop up the economy and deliver direct aid to the jobless and 
hungry, even though the package falls short of what Democrats want. He called 
the emerging version “an important down payment” and promises more help next 
year. ; Gov. Kate Brown is calling Oregon lawmakers back to the Capitol for a 
one-day special session, asking them to approve $800 million dollars to aid 
people and communities struggling with the pandemic and the effect of this 
summer’s devastating wildfires. Some of the bills expected to be discussed at the 
Dec. 21 session include renter and landlord relief, a restaurant bill that will allow 
to-go cocktails, school liability protections and an additional allocation to the tate’s 
Emergency Fund. Brown says Oregon’s families are struggling with 
unemployment, housing, food insecurity, and paying their bills. / 
TRANSPORTATION: They are quiet and efficient and heading for local streets. 
Lane Transit District has taken delivery on the first of 11 new electric buses. The 
“New Flyer” battery-electric 40-foot buses are being built at plant in Alabama. 
Lane Transit placed the order in February and ten more buses will arrive during 
the next few months. Matt Imlach, LTD’s Fleet Management Director, says crews 
will thoroughly test the new electric vehicle in Lane Transit’s shop and on the 
road. The plan is to put it into passenger service early next year. Lane Transit’s 
leaders say the zero-emission electric buses will help LTD meet its goal to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuel-powered vehicles. In November, the 
transit system began using R99 renewable diesel fuel to replace its traditional 
fleet fuel. R99 Renewable Diesel is derived from an array of fats and oil by-
products for use in normal diesel engines. / SPORTS: As the Duck Football Team 
prepares for tomorrow’s Pac-12 title game with USC, members of the University 
of Oregon’s Board of Trustees sit down today to review terms of a contract 
extension for head coach Mario Cristobal. The Oregonian and OregonLive report 
the six-year, $27.3 million contract includes increases to Cristobal’s guaranteed 
base salary, retention bonuses and a one-year extension that will automatically 
be enacted if the Ducks meet certain criteria each season, such as a minimum 
number of wins or play in future conference championship games. The final 
negotiations came as Auburn this week fired its head football coach and rumors 
circulated that Cristobal might be a possible candidate. Cristobal sought to dispel 
those rumors during an online media session earlier this week, saying that he had 
not been contacted and that the progress in the Ducks’ football program was, 
quote, “awesome.” Cristobal's current contract runs through 2024. This year’s 



base pay is $2.7 million, although he and many other UO coaches took a 
voluntary pay cut because of the pandemic’s effect on Athletic Department 
revenues. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY: According to the National Weather service in Portland: 
Heavy rain is likely this weekend, and amounts may be sufficient to cause 
flooding of some creeks and rivers in northwest Oregon. The details of timing, 
areas affected, and total rainfall remain uncertain. However, the forecast 
confidence is increasing that the heaviest period of rain will be from late Saturday 
afternoon through early Sunday morning where 24-hour rain totals of 1 to 2 
inches of rain is possible for the valleys and 3 to 7 inches for the coast range and 
the Cascades. The total rainfall for the event, from Saturday morning through 
Monday evening, will add 1 to 2 inches of additional rain. Snow levels will be high, 
generally 5,000 to 7,000 feet, during the heavy precipitation this weekend. With 
the threat of flooding Saturday evening through Monday, the primary concerns 
are creeks and rivers draining the Coast Range, along with creeks and smaller 
rivers in the Willamette Valley and the Columbia Gorge. There is also potential for 
floods and debris flows on and near the burned areas in Northwest Oregon, 
including the Holiday Farm, Eagle Creek, Riverside, Beachie Creek, and 
Lionshead burn areas in the Cascades, and the Echo Mountain burned area near 
Lincoln City. Keep an eye on the weather and river forecasts for this weekend. If 
the threat of flooding affects you, this is a great time to review your action plan in 
case flooding occurs. / SPORTS: The Oregon Ducks meet USC this evening to 
play for the Pac-12 Football Championship. Kick-off is shortly after 5 p.m. this 
evening from Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, in a game being broadcast by 
FOX. The Ducks are 3-2 on the season. Number 13 USC is undefeated at 5-0. 
Yesterday, the U-of-O’s Board of Trustees approved a six-year, $27.3 million 
contract extension for head coach Mario Cristobal. Duck Athletic Director Rob 
Mullens says the extension runs through the 2025 season and is funded through 
private athletic gifts. The pact includes increases to Cristobal’s guaranteed base 
salary, retention bonuses and a one-year extension that will automatically be 
enacted if the Ducks meet certain criteria each season, such as a minimum 
number of wins or play in future conference championship games. Cristobal's 
base pay this year is $2.7 million, although he and many other UO coaches took a 
voluntary pay cut because of the pandemic’s effect on Athletic Department 
revenues. After three seasons with the Ducks, Cristobal is 24-9 overall. Last year, 
Oregon won the Pac-12 Championship and a Rose Bowl victory. Cristobal was 
voted the 2019 Associated Press Pac-12 Coach of the Year. ; It was a dream 
match-up for Oregon Duck football fans. Justin Herbert plunged into the end zone 



in overtime to give the Chargers a 30-27 victory over Marcus Mariota and the Las 
Vegas Raiders. The former Duck quarterbacks led evenly matched offenses. 
Herbert was 22 of 32 for 314 yards, two touchdowns and no interceptions to help 
Los Angeles end a 10-game losing streak against AFC West opponents. Raiders 
back-up quarterback Marcus Mariota provided a bit of magic beginning in the 
second quarter after starter Derek Carr was sidelined with a groin injury. Mariota 
worked to keep the Raiders' playoffs hopes alive. But the offense was unable to 
punch it in on the first possession of overtime and could only watch as a leaky 
defense gave up another score, sending the Raiders to their fourth loss in five 
games. ; Eugene Omoruyi scored 19 points, Eric Williams Jr. added 16 and 
Oregon defeated San Francisco 74-64. The Ducks scored the first 11 points of 
the second half to take a 52-31 lead. / CRIME: Police say a Eugene man was 
arrested Wednesday afternoon on suspicion of the kidnapping and sexual abuse 
of a woman in West Eugene. Investigators say bystanders intervened to assist 
her. It happened at 11th and Grant Streets. Officers say 34-year-old Stewart 
Nicholas Forney allegedly dragged a woman from a vehicle at knifepoint and tried 
to force her to give him her keys. Witnesses said the woman was screaming, and 
that’s when several people intervened the suspect fled. Police say bystanders 
helped them locate Forney in an apartment off West 12th Avenue. Police 
deployed a crisis negotiation team and police dogs arrived and officers received 
consent from the property owner to enter the apartment, leading to Forney’s 
arrest. Officials say Forney was charged with carjacking, robbery, burglary, 
kidnap, menacing, unlawful use of a weapon, and sex abuse. Investigators say 
Forney also is wanted on a parole violation out of New York. / ANIMALS: Animal 
welfare teams in Lane County this week recovered more than 250 guinea pigs 
from a residence after being contacted by their overwhelmed pet owner. Experts 
with Lane County Animal Services, the Oregon Humane Society, and Greenhill 
Humane Society gathered the animals on Wednesday for evaluation. Greenhill 
has some of the guinea pigs under their care while Oregon Humane Society is 
housing a majority of the animals. All of the animals are being evaluated and 
receiving any needed medical care before they become available for 
adoption. Details on how to adopt the guinea pigs will be announced in the 
coming days. Greenhill Humane Society is asking for donations to assist with 
care. / SAFETY, ANIMALS: Firefighters yesterday rescued a 150-year-old from a 
burning building in West Eugene. It was described as a very large tortoise, which 
was in danger after a roof collapsed on the commercial-residential structure 
during the two-alarm fire in the 200 block of Wallis Street. Eugene-Springfield 
firefighters say they used chainsaws and hand tools to rescue the tortoise and 
returned it to its family. The tortoise was reported “safe and sound.” / HEALTH: A 
U.S. government advisory panel yesterday endorsed a second COVID-19 
vaccine. The action Thursday paves the way for the shot from Moderna to be 
added to the U.S. vaccination campaign. The Food and Drug Administration is 
expected to act quickly to authorize the vaccine for emergency use. The 
vaccination effort kicked off this week with a vaccine from Pfizer. A second 
vaccine is urgently needed as coronavirus infections, hospitalizations and deaths 
in the U.S. climb to new highs ahead of the holidays. Shots for now are being 
earmarked for health care workers and nursing home residents. ; From Florida to 
California, officials in more than one dozen states say they were notified 
yesterday by the federal government to expect far fewer doses of the Pfizer-



BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine next week, prompting worries about potential delays 
in shots for health care workers and long-term care residents. But senior Trump 
administration officials on Thursday downplayed the risk of delays, citing a 
confusion over how things were worded, while Pfizer said its production levels 
have not changed. ; Oregon is one of a number of U.S. states that were told 
yesterday they will receive 40 percent fewer doses of the COVID-19 vaccine next 
week than expected. Officials with the Oregon Health Authority said they originally 
expected to close to 41,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine next week from the 
federal government but will now only receive only a bit more than 25,000 doses. 
Across the country, similar reports are leading to worries about potential delays in 
shots for health care workers and long-term care residents. But senior Trump 
administration officials on Thursday downplayed the risk of delays. Pfizer said its 
production levels have not changed. The first U.S. doses of the vaccine were 
administered Monday and in recent days hundreds of thousands of people, 
mostly health care workers, have been vaccinated. Oregon hospitals 
administered the first coronavirus vaccines in the state Wednesday to nurses, 
respiratory therapists, housekeeping workers and other health care employees in 
high-risk jobs, marking the beginning of a broad vaccination campaign. Health 
officials say they plan to vaccinate 100,000 people statewide by the end of the 
year. If a second vaccine, by Moderna, receives the FDA emergency use 
authorization, Oregon expects to receive 71,900 doses the week of Dec. 20. ;  
State health officials say COVID-19 has claimed 21 more lives in Oregon. The 
Oregon Health Authority also announced 1,339 new confirmed or presumptive 
infections. Lane County Public Health yesterday reported 32 new cases and two 
deaths. Forty-six patients are hospitalized locally, 11 of whom are in intensive 
care. Officials say 462 Lane County residents are currently infectious. Another 
574 people are quarantining and under monitoring because they were exposed to 
someone who later tested positive for the virus. Our local death toll from the 
pandemic is 79. ; Tens of millions of people are expected to travel to family 
gatherings or winter vacations over Christmas. That's despite pleas by public 
health experts who fear the result could be another surge in coronavirus cases. In 
the U.S., AAA predicts that about 85 million people will travel between Dec. 23 
and Jan. 3, most of them by car. That would be a drop of nearly one-third from a 
year ago, but still a massive movement of people in the middle of a pandemic. 
Experts worry that Christmas and New Year’s will turn into super-spreader events 
because many people are letting down their guard. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY:  A few weather notes: Yesterday’s rainfall total at Eugene’s 
airport was 1.85”. Wet as the day was, it was not even close to the record total for 
December 20, which was 3.02” in 1955. Saturday’s rainfall was 0.78”. Friday’s 
rainfall was 0.03”. We’ve had 0.01” so far this morning. Add them up and rainfall 
from this storm, as measured by the airport’s rain gauge, is at 2.67”. Totals are 
higher in on the coast, in the Coast Range, foothills of the Cascades, and some 
spots around the valley. The heavy rains on Saturday and Sunday caused rises in 
many northwest Oregon rivers and local flooding in some streams. The Siuslaw 
River at Mapleton crested late yesterday afternoon slightly above flood stage but 
began falling below that as the rainfall eased. Heavy rains also caused minor 
slides and debris flows in some areas. Officials and residents continue to keep a 
watchful eye on recent wildfire burn zones. Heavy rainfall produced a mudslide on 
the Historic Columbia River Highway early Sunday morning. That closed a portion 
of the route between Angel’s Rest and Multnomah Falls until at least today. 
Interstate 84 remains open through the Columbia Gorge. ; Today is the Winter 
Solstice. The end of Fall and the start of the Winter season. ; Finally, our cloudy 
skies might block our view of a major celestial event this evening. The planets 
Jupiter and Saturn appear closer together in the sky than they have in 800 
hundred years. In fact, they are still in their own orbits and quite far apart. But to 
viewers from Earth, “the great conjunction” or “the Christmas Star,” as people are 
calling it, will feature Jupiter and Saturn appearing about a dime’s distance from 
one-another. / HEALTH, POLITICS, ECONOMY: Top Capitol Hill negotiators 
sealed a deal Sunday on an almost $1 trillion COVID-19 economic relief package, 
finally delivering long-overdue help to businesses and individuals and providing 
money to deliver vaccines to a nation eager for them. The agreement would 
establish a temporary $300 per week supplemental jobless benefits until mid-
March and $600 direct stimulus payments to most Americans, along with a new 
round of subsidies for hard-hit businesses and money for schools, health care 
providers and renters facing eviction. The direct $600 stimulus payment would be 
subject to the same income limits in which an individual’s payment begins to 
phase out after $75,000. Lawmakers hope to finish work on the aid package 
today. The final agreement combines COVID-19 relief with a $1.4 trillion 
government-wide funding plan and lots of other unrelated measures on taxes, 
health, infrastructure and education. The legislation was held up by months of 
dysfunction, posturing and bad faith. But talks turned serious last week as 



lawmakers on both sides finally faced the deadline of acting before leaving 
Washington, D.C., for the Christmas break. The agreement on virus aid would 
deliver more than $300 billion in aid to businesses, including a new round of the 
Paycheck protection program. Other funding includes money for vaccine 
distribution, along with aid for renters, schools, the Postal Service and people 
needing food assistance. The government funding measure also is likely to 
provide another $1.4 billion for President Trump’s U.S.-Mexico border wall in 
order to win his signature. ; Gov. Kate Brown has called Oregon lawmakers back 
to the Capitol for a one-day special session, asking them to approve hundreds of 
millions of dollars to aid people and communities struggling with the pandemic 
and the effect of this summer’s devastating wildfires. Legislature will consider 
$800 million in relief funding. The bills include renter and landlord relief, a 
restaurant bill that will allow to-go cocktails, school liability protections and an 
additional allocation to the state’s Emergency Fund. Among the specifics: 
Lawmakers will consider a $200 million package for landlord and tenant relief — 
providing $50 million for rental assistance to tenants for the months ahead and 
$150 million to small landlords for previously unpaid rent. They also will consider 
whether to extend an eviction moratorium. Another topic would allow restaurant 
and bar owners to offer to-go cocktails. Owners of those businesses say 
cocktails-to-go would provide an additional revenue stream to help them stay 
afloat.  More than 30 states have made similar moves. / HEALTH: Oregon 
recorded close to 2,700 new COVID-19 cases over the weekend and 37 
additional deaths. In Lane County, officials tallied one additional death. That puts 
our local death toll at 81. Lane County Public Health announced on Friday 
afternoon that they were monitoring an outbreak among 68 residents and 1 staff 
member at the Eugene Mission. The new cases were identified after testing of 
everyone at location off West 1st Avenue. Health experts say managers of the 
Eugene Mission have taken active steps to slow the spread within the facility and 
have been working closely with Lane County Public Health. ; A federal advisory 
panel on Sunday focused on who should be next in line for vaccines once health 
care workers and nursing home residents receive their doses. They say the 
“Phase 1-b” group will include people ages 75 and older along with firefighters 
and police; teachers and school staff; those working in food, agricultural and 
manufacturing sectors; corrections workers; U.S. Postal Service employees; 
public transit workers; and grocery store workers. All are considered at very high 
risk of infection because their jobs are critical and require them to be in regular 
contact with other people. It’s not clear how long it will take to vaccinate those 
groups. Vaccine doses have come out slower than earlier projections. But at the 
same time, some experts noted that not everyone who is recommended to get 
vaccinated may choose to receive a shot. The committee also voted that behind 
those groups should be people aged 65 to 74, numbering about 30 million; along 
with those aged 16 to 64 with medical conditions like obesity and cancer who are 
at higher risk if they get COVID-19, numbering as many as 110 million; and a tier 
of other essential workers. This group, known as “Phase 1-c,” could number up to 
57 million and include a wide category of food service and utility workers, as well 
as those in legal and financial jobs and members of the media. The expert panel’s 
recommendation next goes to the CDC director and to states as guidance to put 
together vaccination programs. CDC directors have almost always signed off on 
committee recommendations. But there might be differences state-to-state. ; 



Federal officials expect that COVID-19 vaccine doses will be limited for several 
months. CDC officials say up to 20 million are projected to start getting shots this 
month, another 30 million next month, and 50 million in February. That’s 100 
million out of a population of more than 330 million. Pfizer’s shots were first 
shipped out a week ago and started being used the next day, kicking off the 
nation’s biggest vaccination drive. Public health experts say the shots — and 
others in the pipeline — are the only way to stop a virus that has been spreading 
wildly. Nationwide, more than 219,000 people per day on average test positive for 
the virus, which has killed over 316,000 in the U.S. and nearly 1.7 million 
worldwide. ; Residents and staff in long-term care facilities across Oregon begin 
receiving COVID-19 vaccinations today. While the coronavirus is most prevalent 
among young and middle-aged adults, the largest number of fatalities are among 
seniors, especially those living in what are known as congregate-care settings. 
While it could take months to vaccinate everyone in these facilities, depending on 
how quickly doses are shipped to our state, officials believe the vaccinations will 
begin to dramatically slow Oregon’s death toll from the pandemic. /  
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WEATHER: Big change in the weather overnight as we went from temperatures 
in the upper 50s yesterday morning to the high 30s this morning. It came after 
those straight-line winds and pounding rain swept in late yesterday afternoon, 
knocking down some tree branches, creating big stretches of standing water, 
snarling traffic and causing a handful of accidents on local roadways. This 
morning, the Cascade passes have gone from bare pavement to a mix of ice and 
packed snow. / POLITICS, HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT, CRIME: It started with 
protests and ended with the passage of four proposals dealing with pandemic and 
wildfire relief aid. Oregon lawmakers met in special session yesterday in Salem. 
The gathering was marked by passage of four key bills but started with right-wing 
protesters trying to muscle their way into the state capitol building and the 
legislative session. State police declared an unlawful assembly, saying some 
demonstrators were armed and that others attacked law enforcement and security 
officers with what officials described as chemical irritants and bear spray. 
Troopers said they used pepper balls to keep the crowd back and confined to a 
vestibule. At least three people were arrested, and a fourth suspect is being 
sought. The state’s Capitol is closed to the public during the special session as 
part of a COVID-19 safety measure. However virtual testimony about the bills that 
were expected to be discussed by lawmakers Monday was allowed during 
Thursday and Saturday hearings. Police blocked off streets surrounding the 
Capitol building, but as of noon people were shouting “Arrest Kate Brown,” 
referring to the Democratic governor, who has extended virus restrictions in the 
state. One person climbed on top of a 20-foot tall relief sculpture next to the front 
steps of the building, and waved an American flag as people cheered. Other 
protestors walked around with rifles slung across their bodies as state police, 
within armored vehicles, repeatedly announced that people must leave the area. 
By 2 p.m., the crowd's agitation heightened as people attempted to break glass 
doors leading into the Capitol building. Reporters from Oregon Public 
Broadcasting and the Statesman Journal posted videos on Twitter of them being 
assaulted by protestors. House Speaker Tina Kotek described the violence and 
damage to the Capitol as “disconcerting and frightening.” Sen. Courtney, who is 
Oregon’s longest-serving lawmaker, said Monday’s protests “shook” him. “It was 
sad today,” Courtney said. “There was a lot of anger — real anger — a lot of 
meanness and a lot of open division, and I can’t find a way to stop it.” ; There 
were tense moments within the walls of the Capitol as well: On the Senate floor 



Monday morning, Republican Sen. Dallas Heard stood before his colleagues 
accusing Democrats and Senate President Peter Courtney of joining Brown's 
“campaign against the people and the children of God.” The senator from 
Roseburg called the special session “illegitimate” as the public is not allowed 
inside and described it as an “unchecked assault" against people and their 
freedom. He also criticized the mask mandate. ; The four bills that lawmakers 
passed Monday during the one-day special legislative session were: an eviction 
moratorium that includes $200 million in relief for landlords and tenants; a 
restaurant relief package that includes a provision legalizing cocktails to-go; a bill 
that protects schools from some coronavirus-related lawsuits; and a measure that 
will transfer $600 million into the state’s emergency fund for COVID-19 and 
wildfire-response and recovery. The bill that dominated discussions among 
lawmakers for weeks and drove the immediate need for the special session was 
House Bill 4401, which focuses on evictions. With the state eviction moratorium 
set to expire at the end of the year, housing advocates had implored lawmakers 
for an extension. They estimated that between 20,000 and 40,000 Oregon 
households otherwise would be at risk for eviction. The bill extends the 
moratorium on residential evictions through June 2021. It also requires that 
tenants to submit a sworn statement that they’ve experienced financial hardship 
in order to be protected from eviction. In addition, the bill allocates $150 million for 
a Landlord Compensation Fund to pay landlords back rent owed; however, 
landlords must forgo 20 percent of past-due payments. / HEALTH: Long-term 
care residents and staff began receiving COVID-19 vaccinations Monday. It came 
as state health officials reiterated that older adults and people with underlying 
health conditions are more likely to suffer life-threatening health consequences if 
they contract the coronavirus. More than 22,000 vaccine doses are being 
allocated for skilled nursing facilities, with future doses allocated to assisted living 
and residential care facilities. The Oregon Department of Human Services and 
Oregon Health Authority are working a federal pharmacy partnership that is 
focusing on immunizations in long-term care facilities. In Oregon, geriatric 
pharmacists with Walgreens, CVS, and Consonus are scheduling and managing 
on-site vaccination clinics at long-term care facilities and smaller congregate care 
settings such as adult foster homes and group care homes. As doses arrive, they 
will provide the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. State officials say 130 nursing facilities 
are in the first round of vaccination clinics. If a nursing facility has other types of 
licensed buildings on its campus, such as assisted living, the mobile clinics will 
include those residents, as well. Long-term care facilities are part of the first 
phase of the statewide immunization campaign, which also includes hospitals, 
urgent care, nursing and memory care facilities, tribal health programs, 
emergency medical services providers and other first responders. ; Last week 
hospitals began administering the first coronavirus vaccines in the state 
Wednesday to nurses, respiratory therapists, housekeeping workers and other 
health care employees in high-risk jobs, marking the beginning of a broad 
vaccination campaign. During those first few days, the Oregon Health Authority 
says close to 4,500 health care workers received their first doses of the Pfizer 
vaccine. Oregon received more than 35,000 doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine, with another 25,000-plus doses set to arrive this week. Oregon also 
expects to receive an allocation of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, which 
received Emergency Use Authorization from the federal government over the 



weekend. No shipments of Moderna vaccine have arrived in Oregon yet. ; 
Yesterday, Lane County’s first COVID-19 vaccines were provided to workers at 
our local hospitals. Both facilities held events as they conducted the first two 
vaccinations. There was applause, smiles, even a few tears of relief. McKenzie-
Willamette Medical Center vaccinated its first two staff members at 7 a.m., as 
infectious disease expert Dr. Harry Scholtz and registered nurse Janet Strand 
rolled up their sleeves. McKenzie-Willamette officials said slightly more than 100 
staff members were scheduled to receive their first vaccine doses yesterday. Two 
hours later, PeaceHealth Sacred heart Medical Center at Riverbend began 
administering vaccines to about 250 of its staff. Intensive care nurse Carol 
Eickmeyer and ICU Medical Director Dr. Karthik Mahadevan were the first to 
receive the vaccines. ; Oregon recorded 846 new COVID-19 cases yesterday and 
six additional deaths. In Lane County, officials tallied 36 additional cases 
yesterday but no new deaths. Lane County Public Health officials say 38 patients 
remain hospitalized with nine of those in intensive care. That’s down a bit from the 
weekend. They add that 453 people remain infectious and another 577 residents 
are quarantining and under monitoring because they were exposed to someone 
who later tested positive for the virus. / CRIME: Eugene Police teamed up 
yesterday with theft-prevention specialists at Fred Meyer and Home Depot to 
crack down on holiday shoplifters. During the six-hour special operation, 
members of EPD’s Property Crimes Unit and Financial Crimes Unit cited or 
arrested six men between the ages of 24 and 52. They say one suspect, 24-year-
old MacJoseph McKinlay, arrived in a stolen truck. He and the others faced Theft 
charges in connection with the alleged shoplifting. Investigators say stores and 
their theft-prevention specialists often provide video and other evidence that 
assists in the prosecutions. Some of the stores also conduct what they call a 
“Blitz,” shifting multiple loss prevention agents from the surrounding stores to 
focusing on one specific store. ; Springfield Police say they arrested a suspect 
last night who allegedly robbed someone by placing the victim in a chokehold at 
the Fred Meyer on Q Street. Investigators say 22-year-old Dallas Vincent Bennett 
of North Bend was taken into custody near 8th and R Streets. Police say they 
located Bennett after a neighborhood resident told them he had surveillance 
footage of the suspect running by their house. A police K9 picked up the 
suspect’s track and quickly him hiding nearby. He faces Robbery charges and 
was taken to jail. ; Eugene police yesterday made two more arrests in connection 
with the late May riots and looting of several downtown businesses. 18-year-old 
Michaela Skye Grady and 23-year-old Devin Wayne Nordman were arrested 
following a traffic stop toward the end of the noon hour at Barger Drive and Echo 
Hollow Road. Charges against the two included Burglary, Theft and Riot. Police 
so far have arrested 21 people in connection with the criminal event seven 
months ago near the base of the Washington street Bridge. It has taken time to 
analyze video and photos from the scene, match images of suspects to confirm 
identities, then locate those people. / SPORTS: Nyara Sabally scored 19 points 
and grabbed 14 rebounds, and No. 8 Oregon hung on to defeat Washington State 
69-65. The victory Monday extended the nation’s longest winning streak to 26 
games, dating to last season. Erin Boley added 18 points and made all five of her 
3-point attempts for Oregon. This is the longest winning streak in program history. 
; The Oregon Women’s Basketball team remains at Number 8 this week in the 
Associated Press Top 25 poll. Stanford is still Number One. But Oregon State’s 



four-year run in the Top 25 is over after the Beavers fell last week to Washington 
State. The Beavers had the seventh-longest active streak in the poll. They were 
ranked for 76 consecutive weeks dating back to December 2016. ; Gonzaga has 
strengthened its hold on the No. 1 spot in The Associated Press men’s college 
basketball poll after beating Iowa. Naylor is No. 2. No. 3 Kansas is followed by 
Iowa and Villanova. Oregon is Number 25. / BUSINESS, COMMUNITY: A nice 
honor this month recognizing the charitable and community work of locally based 
Chambers Construction: The Oregon Bankers Association in partnership with 
Oregon Business magazine, named the company its 2020 recipient of the 
Community Applause Award. Chambers Construction, a commercial general 
contractor, was founded in 1955. In the past year alone, those on the awards 
committee say Chambers provided more than $120,000 in cash donations and 
sponsorships. The company also donated time and materials to nonprofits and 
fundraised for the Oregon Cancer Foundation. A number of Chambers 
Construction employees also are involved in the community, volunteering their 
time on several nonprofit boards. As part of the award, Chambers Construction 
designated a $1,000 check from the Oregon Bankers Association to the nonprofit 
organization “Bags of Love.” The funds will help Bags of Love provide necessities 
and comfort items to children in crisis due because they have experienced 
neglect, abuse, poverty, or homelessness. Chambers was nominated by Jenny 
Bennett with Summit Bank, which also made a donation of $500 to Womenspace, 
which provides safety, hope, and healing to survivors of intimate partner violence. 
/ HEALTH, POLITICS, ECONOMY: Congress passed a $900 billion pandemic 
relief package Monday night that will deliver long-sought cash to businesses and 
individuals and money for the continued vaccination rollout. After months of 
partisan infighting, the final relief package sped through the House and Senate in 
a matter of hours. The bill goes to President Donald Trump for his signature, 
which is expected in the coming days. The bill combines funds to fight the 
pandemic with financial relief for individuals and businesses. It establishes a 
temporary $300 per week supplemental jobless benefit and a $600 direct stimulus 
payment to most Americans, along with a new round of subsidies for hard-hit 
businesses, restaurants, and theaters. There is money for schools, health care 
providers and renters facing eviction. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said on 
CNBC Monday morning that the $600 direct payments begin arriving in bank 
accounts next week. The $600 payments will go to individuals making up to 
$75,000 per year, with $1,200 to couples making up to $150,000. The payments 
are phased out for higher incomes. An additional $600 payment will be made per 
dependent child, similar to the last round of relief payments in the spring. That 
could mean $2,400 for a qualifying family of four. The $300 per week bonus 
jobless benefit will last for 11 weeks and is half the supplemental federal 
unemployment benefit provided under the $1.8 billion CARES Act in March. The 
CARES Act was credited with keeping the economy from falling off a cliff during 
widespread lockdowns in the spring, but Republicans controlling the Senate cited 
debt concerns in pushing against Democratic demands. There is a fresh round of 
funding for the Paycheck Protection Program. The $284 billion would cover a 
second round of PPP grants to especially hard-hit businesses, including those in 
low-income and minority communities. The bill also contains $25 billion in rental 
assistance, $15 billion for theaters and other live venues, $82 billion for local 
schools, colleges and universities, and $10 billion for childcare. The massive 



legislation also contains $7 billion to increase access to broadband, $14 billion for 
cash-starved transit systems, $1 billion for Amtrak and $2 billion for airports and 
concessionaires. Food stamp benefits would temporarily be increased by 15 
percent. The governmentwide appropriations bill folded into the legislation 
provides a final $1.4 billion installment for Trump’s U.S.-Mexico border wall as a 
condition of winning his signature. The Pentagon would receive $696 billion. The 
legislation also includes an almost 400-page water resources bill that provides 
$10 billion for 46 Army Corps of Engineers flood control, environmental and 
coastal protection projects. Another addition extends a batch of soon-to-expire tax 
breaks, such as one for craft brewers, wineries and distillers. There are also 
numerous clean-energy provisions sought by Democrats and fossil fuel incentives 
favored by Republicans. / CRIME, HEALTH: The vaccines are coming but the 
scammers are already here. The FBI, along with other U.S., state and local 
investigators warn that scammers and con artists are already trying to use the 
start of COVID-19 vaccinations to steal your personal or financial information. 
Watch out for: Advertisements or offers for early access to a vaccine upon 
payment of a deposit or fee; Requests asking you to pay out of pocket to obtain 
the vaccine or to put your name on a COVID-19 vaccine waiting list; Offers to 
undergo additional medical testing or procedures when obtaining a vaccine; 
Marketers offering to sell and/or ship doses of a vaccine, domestically or 
internationally, in exchange for payment of a deposit or fee; Unsolicited emails, 
telephone calls, or personal contact from someone claiming to be from a medical 
office, insurance company, or COVID-19 vaccine center requesting personal 
and/or medical information to determine recipients’ eligibility to participate in 
clinical vaccine trials or obtain the vaccine; Claims of FDA approval for a vaccine 
that cannot be verified; Advertisements for vaccines through social media 
platforms, email, telephone calls, online, or from unsolicited/unknown sources; 
Individuals contacting you in person, by phone, or by email to tell you the 
government or government officials require you to receive a COVID-19 vaccine. 
Tips to avoid COVID-19 vaccine-related fraud: Consult your state’s health 
department website for up-to-date information about authorized vaccine 
distribution channels and only obtaining a vaccine through such channels. Check 
the FDA’s website (fda.gov) for current information about vaccine emergency use 
authorizations. Consult your primary care physician before undergoing any 
vaccination. Don’t share your personal or health information with anyone other 
than known and trusted medical professionals. Check your medical bills and 
insurance explanation of benefits (EOBs) for any suspicious claims and promptly 
reporting any errors to your health insurance provider. Follow guidance and 
recommendations from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and other trusted medical professionals. General online/cyber fraud 
prevention techniques: Verify the spelling of web addresses, websites, and email 
addresses that look trustworthy but may be imitations of legitimate websites. 
Ensure operating systems and applications are updated to the most current 
versions. Update anti-malware and anti-virus software and conduct regular 
network scans. Do not enable macros on documents downloaded from an email 
unless necessary and after ensuring the file is not malicious. Do not communicate 
with or open emails, attachments, or links from unknown individuals. Never 
provide personal information of any sort via email; be aware that many emails 
requesting your personal information may appear to be legitimate. Use strong 



two-factor authentication if possible, using biometrics, hardware tokens, or 
authentication apps. Disable or remove unneeded software applications. If you 
believe you have been the victim of a COVID-19 fraud, immediately report it to the 
FBI (ic3.gov, tips.fbi.gov, or 1-800-CALL-FBI) or HHS OIG (tips.hhs.gov or 1-800-
HHS-TIPS). /  
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SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: Trained searchers are looking up the McKenzie 
Valley and in the Fall Creek area. But so far, no sign of a four-year-old girl and 
her grandparents missing since Monday when they left Eugene to cut a Christmas 
tree on the Willamette National Forest. It’s unknown where they were headed and 
it’s feared they either got bogged down in bad weather or snow, or that their route 
was blocked by fallen trees after those high winds and heavy rains blew through 
late Monday afternoon. Officials say 61-year-old Sharon Poitra and 63-year-old 
Gregory Poitra of Eugene were accompanied by their four-year-old 
granddaughter, Zelda Sudhoff-Clements. Family members say the three were 
traveling in a white, 2007 Toyota Matrix with an Oregon license plate of 502 
CWD. Investigators say they pinged the grandparent's phones, which indicates 
the three might have traveled to the Fall Creek area. Lane County Sheriff’s 
deputies and Search and Rescue teams have been combing roads along in the 
area but, so far, no sign of them. Because of inclement weather, colder 
temperatures, and challenging terrain, officials are asking community members 
not to begin their own searches in the forest, which might put you at risk of being 
lost or injured. Instead, they request that you contact them with any information 
about possible sightings of the trio to aid the organized search. Sharon Poitra (of 
Eugene) is a 61-year-old white female described as standing 5'10" tall weighing 
approximately 165 pounds with brown hair and green eyes. Sharon was last seen 
wearing a tan coat and tan boots. Gregory Poitra (of Eugene) is a 63-year-old 
white male standing 6'01" and weighing approximately 190 pounds with brown 
hair. He was last seen wearing a gray jacket and blue jeans. Zelda Sudhoff-
Clements is a 4-year-old white female with blonde hair and blue eyes. She stands 
3 feet tall and weighs approximately 30 pounds. Zelda was last seen wearing a 
gray sweater, gray pants, and boots with owls on them. The Sheriff's Office is 
asking anyone who may have seen Zelda, Sharon, Gregory, or their white Toyota 
Matrix to call 541-682-4150 then press 1 and reference case # 20-8605. / 
HEALTH: State officials say 35 more Oregonians have died from COVID-19. The 
Oregon Health Authority released the number yesterday, adding that another 
1,382 people have become infected. It is another grim reminder that even with the 
arrival of the first batches of vaccines, the surge of cases in our state is continuing 
and it will take months to turn the corner on the pandemic. Since the start of the 
pandemic, the Oregon Health Authority has reported more than 103,755 
coronavirus cases. The death toll is 1,347. Last week’s Oregon’s case count 



decreased 11 percent from the week before. But health officials say even with the 
decrease in cases and the arrival of the vaccines, it is critical to continue to follow 
COVID-19 related safety measures, especially during the holidays. Lane County 
Public Health yesterday reported 60 new confirmed or presumptive cases of the 
coronavirus but no new deaths. Our local death toll stands at 81. Forty-six local 
patients remain hospitalized with nine of those in intensive care. In all, 409 people 
remain infectious and another 563 residents are quarantining and under 
monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for 
the virus. Both of those numbers are down a bit, but the totals remain 
dangerously high. The county is tracking 67 active outbreaks with 756 associated 
cases. Public health spokesman Jason Davis says more than half of the 
outbreaks are tied to long-term care facilities, which also account for the bulk of 
Lane County’s COVID-19 deaths. One-quarter of the outbreaks are tied to 
workplaces. Outbreaks and cases tied to social gatherings have fallen to 6.5 
percent of the total. And with no in—person classes and many college students 
out of town, outbreaks and cases among college-age adults are down to about 
five percent of the local numbers. County public health officials also issued one 
final safety reminder ahead of the Christmas holiday, urging you to use caution, 
avoid gathering with those outside your household, wear masks when around 
those who are not part of your household, and safely distance. They remind you 
we’ve seen spikes in cases after every holiday period, most recently after the 
Thanksgiving weekend. They are concerned about another rise in cases coming 
off of Christmas and New Year’s. ; At least 7,200 people have been vaccinated in 
Oregon, according to numbers reported to the Oregon Health Authority. They 
include front-line hospital workers, as well as residents and staff in long-term care 
and skilled nursing facilities. The state lists slightly more than 400 vaccine doses 
dispensed in Lane County, but that number is low because of a one-day lag in 
reporting to Oregon health officials. Jason Davis with Lane County Public Health 
says as of yesterday morning PeaceHealth had vaccinated at least 720 local 
hospital staff members. McKenzie-Willamette was actively vaccinating its staff 
members, as well. ; Pfizer and BioNTech will supply the U.S. with an additional 
100 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccine under a new agreement. The 
drugmakers said Wednesday that they expect to deliver all the doses by July 31. 
The agreement provides the company with better access to manufacturing 
supplies and raw materials needed for vaccine production. Pfizer already has a 
contract to supply the government with 100 million doses of its vaccine. Pfizer’s 
vaccine was the first to gain emergency authorization from the Food and Drug 
Administration and initial shipments went to states last week. It has now been 
joined by a vaccine from Moderna, which was developed in closer cooperation 
with scientists from the National Institutes of Health. / ECONOMY, HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT: President Donald Trump is threatening to torpedo Congress’ 
massive pandemic relief package in the midst of a raging pandemic and deep 
economic uncertainty. He’s suddenly demanding changes fellow Republicans 
have opposed, like a huge jump in the $600 payments planned for most 
Americans. Trump assailed the bipartisan $900 billion package in a video he 
tweeted out Tuesday night, and suggested he may not sign it. He said the bill 
would deliver too much money to foreign countries, but not enough to Americans. 
The House and Senate cleared the package by lopsided votes, enough to 
override a veto should Trump decide to take that step. ; Officials with the Oregon 



Employment Department say they are ready to incorporate the extension of 
federal jobless benefits approved by Congress. The programs include Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance (PUA) and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation (PEUC). Without an extension of PUA or PEUC, approximately 
70,000 Oregonians would have lost their benefits after Saturday (Dec. 26). To 
incorporate the Congressional changes, state officials say they must first receive 
specific rules and instructions from the U.S. Department of Labor. That guidance 
allows state programmers to accurately update the software code for the 
computer system that issues those jobless benefits. Because of delays in 
Washington, D.C., state employment officials say many claimants might 
experience a gap in their benefits between the time when CARES Act benefits 
expire on Saturday and when they are able to implement the new benefit 
programs and extensions. State officials know this is a hardship for many. They 
say they are doing everything they can to prepare for when they receive the 
detailed federal guidance. In the meantime, they ask you do not call with 
questions about the new benefits and benefit extensions but instead sign up for 
email updates at https://unemployment.oregon.gov/contact-us#email-updates The 
Oregon Employment Department also will share updates on its website, via social 
media, and in direct emails and notices to claimants. 
https://unemployment.oregon.gov/ / TRANSPORTATION: If you’re an Oregon 
resident and you need a driver’s license renewal or vehicle tag renewal, there’s a 
been another extension of the grace period from the Department of Motor 
Vehicles. If your expiration date falls between November 1 of this year and April 
20 of 2021, you’ll have up to three months to use them after their expiration date 
without risk of being cited by law enforcement for an expired license or tags. 
Under the agreement, Oregon law enforcement officers will exercise discretion for 
recently expired licenses and registration. Law enforcement can verify the status 
of a driver or vehicle registration electronically during a traffic stop. It comes as 
the DMV continues to struggle under a backlog of renewal and other requests 
following the spring’s pandemic-related shutdowns. DMV offices have reopened 
but only for limited services and for those who schedule appointments. At the 
same time, DMV officials say that in some parts of Oregon, the first available 
appointment might be two months out, so do not wait until the last minute to 
schedule any appointments, such as for vehicle title and registration changes. 
Oregon DMV officials say they have hired temporary staff for field offices and call 
centers and authorized overtime to help reduce the backlog. They say that has 
helped increase appointment capacities from 16,000 per week this summer to 
nearly 28,000 per week now. You also may visit www.OregonDMV.com for a 
complete list of services available online as well as to schedule an in-person 
appointment for some services. You also may download forms and complete 
many transactions by mail including vehicle title transfers. Find detailed 
instructions at www.OregonDMV.com / CRIME, HEALTH: The vaccines are 
coming but the scammers are already here. The FBI, along with other U.S., state 
and local investigators warn that scammers and con artists are already trying to 
use the start of COVID-19 vaccinations to steal your personal or financial 
information. Locally, Lane County Public Health officials say they’ve heard of 
some scams selling test kits. Some are offering actual test kits, some are not. All 
have exorbitant prices. Watch out for: advertisements or offers for early access to 
a vaccine upon payment of a deposit or fee; requests asking you to pay out of 



pocket to obtain the vaccine or to put your name on a COVID-19 vaccine waiting 
list; advertisements for vaccines through social media platforms, unsolicited 
email, telephone calls, or people out of the blue contacting you in person to offer 
such alleged products. Instead: Follow state’s health department website or social 
media pages for up-to-date information about authorized vaccine distributions. 
Only seek a vaccine through authorize channels. Check the FDA’s website 
(fda.gov) for current information about vaccine emergency use authorizations. 
Consult your primary care physician before undergoing any vaccination. Don’t 
share your personal or health information with anyone other than known and 
trusted medical professionals. Check your medical bills and insurance explanation 
of benefits (EOBs) for any suspicious claims and promptly reporting any errors to 
your health insurance provider. If you believe you have been the victim of a 
COVID-19 fraud, immediately report it to the FBI (ic3.gov, tips.fbi.gov, or 1-800-
CALL-FBI) or HHS OIG (tips.hhs.gov or 1-800-HHS-TIPS). / COMMUNITY, 
DISASTER, LOW-INCOME: Members of the Springfield Rotary Club recently 
made it a merrier Christmas for some of the families affected by the Holiday Farm 
Fire. Rotarians, with funds from Rotary District 5110 and the support of Jerry’s 
Home Improvement Center, shopped with 21 families to replace tools family 
members lost in the fire and need for their jobs. Club members also helped 
provided Christmas dinner for 400 people. Hole-in-the-Wall BBQ catered the 
carry-out dinner. There also were physically distanced photos with Santa and a 
toy giveaway supported by Kendall Cares, the Hope Project, and the Eugene 
Emeralds. The events were organized by the McKenzie Community Development 
Corporation. For families still housed in hotels in the Springfield and Eugene 
areas, Springfield Rotary and Bi-Mart provided 109 new winter coats. / 
VETERANS: It would honor Vietnam veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice 
and be located in the park next to Oregon's Capitol building. Planners want your 
thoughts on the proposed design. The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
is considering the proposal from the nonprofit Vietnam War Memorial Fund to 
construct a memorial in the southwest corner of the State Capitol State Park in 
Salem. The site would be just west of the Capitol building and south of the World 
War II. The project proposes to install sculptures, plaques, benches, and 
walkways to memorialize different aspects of the war and military service. One 
part would honor Gold Star Families—families who have lost an immediate family 
member in the line of duty of military service. / HEALTH, DEVELOPMENT: 
PeaceHealth officials yesterday unveiled plans to remodel and expand their 
hospital near the University of Oregon. They say the expansion of the 
PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center, University District campus is the 
largest since the 1980s. Beginning in April 2021, crews will start work on a 15-
month revitalization project. This involves the removal of four vacant buildings, 
including the former Johnson Unit and the remaining wing of the former Sacred 
Heart General Hospital. See attached diagram of affected buildings. As part of 
this project, the main hospital lobby will be repositioned to accommodate the 
surrounding construction work and then revitalized to become a more vibrant hub 
for our patients, visitors and caregivers. A dining area will be added to the lobby 
and the Chapel and the Heartfelt Gifts shop will be moved to more prominent 
spaces. During the modernization project, PeaceHealth will continue to care for 
patients in the main hospital tower and the inpatient Behavioral Health Unit. 



PeaceHealth Medical Group clinics at 1200 Hilyard St. and all other PeaceHealth 
offices will continue with current hours of operation. /  
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SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: They are alive and safe and back with their family. 
Searchers yesterday found a missing four-year-old girl and her grandparents after 
they spent two chilly nights in the snowy woods of the Willamette National Forest. 
The Eugene couple, Sharon and Gregory Poitra, and their four-year-old 
granddaughter Zelda Sudhoff-Clements, left Monday in the grandparents’ SUV to 
cut a Christmas tree. Relatives knew they had headed for the forest but not 
exactly where. Investigators pinged the grandparents’ phones, which seemed to 
indicate they might be in the Fall Creek area. But shortly before noon yesterday, a 
U.S. Coast Guard helicopter crew spotted the Poitra’s vehicle in the Quartz Creek 
area off the McKenzie and directed ground crews to the location. They were 
rescued, taken to a warmer location, and given food and water. Everyone was 
safe and unharmed. Searchers say the vehicle became stuck in an area with 
downed trees and snow. But they had some basic emergency supplies, including 
a blanket, some water, a tarp, and snacks in the car. And all were wearing warm 
clothing. Officials say it is reminder of the importance of dressing for the 
conditions or a possible change in conditions and carrying some essential 
supplies should you be forced into an unexpected overnight—or two. Additionally, 
outdoor experts say you should let someone know where you are headed, 
consider leaving a note along those lines at your home. If heading out into the 
woods or the wilderness from a parking head or a trailhead, consider leaving a 
note in your vehicle with details on when you arrived, where you’re headed, and 
when you expect to return. The Lane County Sheriff’s Office sends a huge thank 
you to all of the Search and Rescue volunteers who assisted with the search, as 
well as the U.S. Coast Guard and all of you who kept an eye out for Zelda and her 
grandparents and called in tips. ; The Register-Guard is reporting that two people 
are dead after a paddle board accident Wednesday in the Willamette River near 
Interstate 5 in Glenwood. Reporter Chris Pietsch writes that a passerby called 
911 shortly before 3:30 to report a watercraft stuck in debris east of Interstate 5. 
Eugene and Springfield crews and Lane County Sheriff's deputies responded and 
located two paddle boards nearby. They later pulled two people from the water. 
According to a sheriff’s official on the scene, both were deceased. Officials will 
release the victims’ names once relatives are notified. / HEALTH: Vaccinations to 
protect front-line health care workers and some of our state’s most vulnerable 
residents continued yesterday across the state. The Oregon Health Authority 
reported yesterday that another 2,400-plus doses of vaccine were administered, 



raising the state’s total number of first doses to slightly more than 10,400. On 
Monday and Tuesday combined, 823 people received doses in Lane County. 
Yesterday’s totals have not been posted. As the vaccinations continue at 
Oregon’s hospitals, some are wondering why it took a few extra days to begin the 
doses and why vaccinations are not going faster. Health officials say part of its 
was awaiting the arrival of the vaccine and taking time to ensure doses are 
correctly distributed, stored, handled, and dispensed. But they say it also is a 
staffing issue: They know that some adults have reported mild to moderate side 
effects from the vaccine that might mean having workers spend a day or two at 
home while their immune system revs up. That can present a staffing challenge, 
as they work to juggle schedules to cover workers needing a few days off, while 
still providing quality care for those patients at the hospitals. ; COVID-19 has 
claimed 21 more lives in Oregon, according to yesterday’s update from state 
health officials. The Oregon Health Authority reported 1,000 new confirmed and 
presumptive cases of the coronavirus, bringing the state’s total during the 
pandemic to close to 106,000. Lane County Public Health learned of another 102 
infections yesterday and three more deaths, which brings out local death toll to 
84. Officials say 527 people across the state are hospitalized for COVID-19 and 
its complications. Of those, 109 COVID-19 patients are in intensive care unit 
(ICU) beds. Both numbers are a bit lower than one day earlier. In Lane County, 
33 patients are hospitalized with five of those in the ICU. Health experts say 431 
people in Lane County remain infectious and another 571 are quarantining and 
under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested 
positive for the virus. ; County public health officials are asking that during the 
Christmas holiday weekend you to use caution, avoid gathering with those 
outside your household, wear masks when around those who are not part of your 
household, and safely distance. They say we’ve seen spikes in cases after every 
holiday period, most recently after the Thanksgiving weekend. They are 
concerned about another sharp rise in cases coming off of Christmas and New 
Year’s. ; The state’s weekly coronavirus report was released yesterday and while 
it showed a drop in weekly cases and hospitalizations, it also tallied a record high 
in weekly deaths. Officials with the Oregon Health Authority say last week’s total 
number of infections—more than 8,700—was down about five percent from the 
previous week. Hospitalizations also declined by 11 percent. Some of that came 
as patients recovered and were discharged to their residences or skilled nursing 
facilities. But some of the decline in hospitalizations came as a record 186 people 
died last week from COVID-19 and its complications statewide. Public health 
officials say adults between the ages of 20 to 49 account for more than half of 
Oregon COVID cases, but people age 70 and older account for three out of every 
four deaths. Statewide, officials are tracking more than 4,500 active outbreaks in 
long-term care facilities, senior living communities, and skilled nursing facilities. 
Those outbreaks are tied to 296 deaths. It is another grim reminder that even with 
the arrival of the first batches of vaccines, the surge of cases in our state is 
continuing and it will take months to turn the corner on the pandemic. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: February 15. That’s when Oregon Governor Kate Brown 
has set a target date for more students, especially those at the elementary level, 
to return to in-person learning. And beginning on January 1, the governor says 
local school districts will make the ultimate decision on whether to reopen 
individual schools. That’s a shift from the current system, where mandatory 



statewide target numbers determine whether classrooms in schools and counties 
are able to restart in-person. The state metrics will become advisory numbers. In 
order to make that happen, Brown directed officials with the Oregon Department 
of Education and the Oregon Health Authority to work to provide schools with on-
site rapid testing, and to put a priority placing teachers and school staff among 
those at the front of the line for the state’s next round of COVID-19 vaccinations. 
Earlier this week lawmakers backed a bill that protects schools from some 
coronavirus-related lawsuits. Officials say that also makes it easier to restart in-
person classes. According to state numbers, only about nine percent of Oregon’s 
public-school students have returned for in-person school or a hybrid schedule. 
Initially, most schools were not eligible to reopen their buildings, with some 
exceptions, unless the state’s positivity rate remained for three consecutive 
weeks below 5 percent — a number the state has not met since early July. New 
reopening metrics were announced in October, allowing counties to transition 
toward in-person learning once they have fewer than 200 new infections per 
100,000 residents. But still, state officials said that still only made about 20 
percent of Oregon students eligible for in-person learning. Since the start of the 
school year there has been a state statewide movement of parents calling for 
children to return to school in Oregon, which is one of only a handful of states that 
has required at least a partial closure of schools as long as local coronavirus 
infections remain above certain levels. The movement gained substantial traction 
as parents organized protests, including one at the state Capitol in October that 
drew hundreds of people. They have submitted petitions with thousands of 
signatures, posted anecdotes on social media and written to state officials. 
Recently a coalition of parent groups demanded that Oregon officials return to in-
person learning by January 6 — the 300th day since the vast majority of students 
were last in a classroom. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Another college basketball game 
canceled because of a positive COVID-19 test. And this time, it was the Duck 
men’s planned Wednesday afternoon contest against UCLA at Matthew Knight 
Arena. But the positive test was not among any of the players or team staff—it 
involved a member of the officiating crew. That forced a postponement that, as 
the Oregon Athletics website noted, meant holiday break began early for 
members of the Duck men’s team. The positive test has a ripple effect because 
the three-man crew officiated Tuesday’s Oregon State game with Portland State 
in Corvallis. While the other two officials tested negative before yesterday’s Duck 
game, they’re having to quarantine for now. The Ducks are schedule to return to 
Pac-12 action on New Year’s Eve when they host Cal in Eugene. / 
ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE: Not your typical beachcombing find. The 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department is cleaning up after several large bags 
of chia seed washed ashore near Florence and Newport this week. Officials say 
the unusual commercial-sized bags of “sludge” were reported just north of Nye 
Beach on Tuesday morning. Later in the day, another beachgoer discovered the 
likely source just north of Florence: a battered chunk of a shipping container and 
two big bags of seeds nearby. Chia seeds are not toxic, but they do expand when 
they come into contact with water. That meant that by the time they washed 
ashore, they were too heavy to move by hand. Crews had to cut them up to 
remove them or use equipment to haul them out. So far, state parks officials say 
they’ve removed at least four bags. They are working to track down the source of 
the seeds and the shipping container. They say if you are on the beach and spot 



any more of the oversized flotsam or other unusual beach debris, please contact 
the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department—either by alerting a nearby park 
ranger or emailing beach.debris@oregon.gov For safety reasons, you are asked 
not to try to move the bags yourself. And while this debris washed ashore from 
elsewhere, beach officials ask you to keep Oregon’s shoreline looking clean and 
beautiful by packing out any trash you create while relaxing or playing at the 
coast. Some beach access parking lots have cleanup bags, but it’s always a good 
idea to bring some from home. / WILDLIFE, HEALTH: Wildlife experts say they’re 
receiving growing reports of sick birds at household bird feeders. Other callers 
say they are finding dead birds in their yard and around their feeder. The cause, 
they say, often is Salmonella, E. coli, and other bacteria along with viruses, 
parasites, and fungal diseases that can be passed from bird to bird when they 
congregate at feeders that are not regularly cleaned. Experts say reports of dead 
and dying birds typically increase when colder weather arrives. They say birds 
need more energy, so they seek out feeders and seeds. That increases the 
chance of disease transmission. Pine siskins, nuthatches, chickadees, 
goldfinches, and other seed-eating backyard birds are some of the most common 
species affected by these diseases. The birds get infected at the feeders and 
pass along the infection as they come in contact with feeder surfaces, perches or 
visit multiple feeders. Wildlife and backyard bird experts suggest these steps to 
protect wild birds: Take down feeders and stop feeding for several weeks to a 
month if there are bird deaths at your feeder. Provide fresh, recently purchased 
seed. Use feeders made from non-porous material like plastic, ceramic, and 
metal. These are less likely than wood to harbor bacteria and other diseases. 
Clean feeders, water containers and bird baths monthly by rinsing with soapy 
water and then dunking the feeder in a solution of one third cup of chlorine bleach 
per one gallon of water. Cleaning up old seed hulls and waste below the feeders 
by raking, shoveling, or sweeping material and discarding in the trash. Spread 
your feeding over several areas or feeders as not to congregate birds in one 
place. Cleaning feeders more often, even weekly, if you have large numbers of 
birds at your feeders. Visit with your neighbors who also feed birds and share this 
information. Contacting the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife at 866-968-
2600 or Wildlife.Health@state.or.us or get in touch with your local wildlife 
rehabilitation group if you see sick birds. / ECONOMY, HEALTH, POLITICS: It’s 
not often President Trump and Democrats find themselves on the same side of an 
issue. But earlier this week, the president threatened not to sign that massive 
coronavirus stimulus bill. He criticized some of the items included in the legislative 
package—which also includes money to keep the federal government operating. 
One of his biggest objections: He wants those $600 direct payments to most 
Americans to be much larger: $2,000. Leading Democrats voiced their support for 
the added payments, saying $600 is not enough to make much difference for 
many Americans facing continued unemployment, or struggling to pay the rent 
and put food on the table. But many Congressional Republicans say that’s a non-
starter. This morning they blocked efforts by House Democrats to approve the 
larger amount. GOP leaders are reluctant to spend more on pandemic relief and 
concerned about the effect on the federal deficit. Now, the fate of the entire $1.4 
trillion stimulus and government spending package—including extended jobless 
benefits, a new round of the Paycheck Protection Program for businesses, and 
added money for vaccine distribution—is up in the air. If the president follows 



through on his implied veto threat, the government likely will experience a brief, 
partial shutdown of the government starting on December 29. /  

 
  



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
12/28/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

SAFETY: The National Weather Service is warning of possible sneaker waves 
today on the Oregon Coast. That includes the chance that destructive waves 
might wash over beaches, jetties, and other structures unexpectedly. People can 
be swept off rocks and jetties and drown while observing high surf. Higher than 
normal water run-up is expected on beaches and low-lying shoreline. 
Unpredictable sneaker waves will also run far up onto beaches, lifting or rolling 
large, heavy water-soaked logs, which can lead to serious injury or death. / 
HOMELESSNESS, SAFETY: Cold weather is returning tonight, meaning the 
Egan Warming Center will operate for a second evening. The Egan Warming 
Center is a coalition of community members from service providers, nonprofits, 
churches and local government who work to ensure homeless people have 
shelter during extreme cold weather. The centers operate whenever temperatures 
drop below 30 degrees between November 15th and March 31st. Locations 
include: Lane Events Center (County Fairgrounds), 796 West 13th Ave in 
Eugene. We will open two buildings here at Wheeler Pavilion (opens at 7 p.m.) 
and Expo Hall #2 (opens at 8 p.m.). Accessible Site, Pets Welcome. Capacity is 
40 at each building. Springfield: St John the Divine Episcopal Church, 2537 Game 
Farm Road in the Gateway Area. Site opens at 6:30 p.m. Accessible Site, Pets 
welcome. Capacity is 20. Youth Site at First United Methodist Church, 1376 Olive 
St in Eugene. Site opens at 6 p.m. Accessible Site, Pets welcome. The Egan 
Warming Center is named in honor of Major Thomas Egan, a local homeless man 
who froze to death during a cold spell in 2008. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, 
ECONOMY, LOW-INCOME: President Donald Trump signed a $900 billion 
pandemic relief package Sunday, ending days of drama over his refusal to accept 
the bipartisan deal that will deliver long-sought cash to businesses and individuals 
and avert a federal government shutdown. The massive bill includes $1.4 trillion 
to fund government agencies through September and contains other end-of-
session priorities such as money for cash-starved transit systems and an increase 
in food stamp benefits. In his statement, Trump repeated his frustrations with the 
COVID-19 relief bill for providing only $600 checks to most Americans instead of 
the $2,000 that his fellow Republicans already rejected. He also complained 
about what he considered unnecessary spending by the government at large. ; 
Officials with the Oregon Employment Department say now that the president has 
signed the bill that extends federal jobless benefits, they are awaiting word from 
the U.S. Department of Labor on the details. That will allow the agency’s 



programmers to incorporate specific guidance into the software code for the 
computer system that issues those benefits. Approximately 70,000 Oregonians 
lost their benefits on Saturday and now must await the restart of their Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance (PUA) and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation (PEUC) payments. Because of delays in Washington, D.C., state 
employment officials say it might take a couple of weeks to update their 
systems—a challenge facing state employment agencies across the country. 
Oregon Employment Department officials say they know this is a hardship for 
many and that they have been working behind the scenes to prepare for receiving 
that detailed federal guidance. The Oregon Employment Department also will 
share updates on its website, via social media, and in direct emails and notices to 
claimants. Learn more at https://unemployment.oregon.gov/ In the meantime, 
they ask you do not call with questions about the new benefits and benefit 
extensions but instead sign up for email updates. Between March 15 and 
December 19, the agency has paid out more than $6.4 billion in benefits, many to 
those who became unemployed or saw their hours cut during the pandemic. State 
employment experts have worked extra hours since the end of September to 
clear the backlog of 52,000 claims that remained in adjudication. Early last week, 
they said the number was down to 5,400 claims, about one-tenth of the 
September total. Oregon Employment officials say they are on track to get 
through the adjudication older claims by the end of the month, and then will shift 
their focus to the claims needing adjudication that were received after October 1. 
The agency also continues to process “waiting week” payments for the initial 
week in which people filed for unemployment benefits. To date, they say the 
department has paid out $284 million approximately 413,300 people. They hope 
to pay the vast majority by the end of December. / HEALTH: Vaccinations to 
protect front-line health care workers and some of our state’s most vulnerable 
residents continue this week across the state. The Oregon Health Authority 
reports that as of last Wednesday more than 14,500 first doses of the vaccine 
have been administered. Those numbers should jump significantly after the state 
later this morning tallies reports from the past four days. As of last Wednesday, at 
least 1,500 people had received their initial vaccinations in Lane County. Again, 
those numbers are expected to climb significantly once they include totals from 
the holiday period. Oregon, like other states, does not currently have enough 
vaccine to immunize everyone against COVID-19. But officials hope the next few 
weeks of vaccine shipments will provide enough to provide doses to those in the 
Phase 1-A group. ; Over the three-day holiday weekend, the Oregon Health 
Authority reported that COVID-19 has claimed 12 more lives and sickened 
another 2,900 people. Lane County Public Health over the same three days 
reported an additional 161 infection and one local death, which brings the 
county’s death toll to 85. Forty Lane County patients are hospitalized with two of 
those in the intensive care unit. Health experts say 351 people in Lane County 
remain infectious and hundreds more are quarantining and under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. / 
ECONOMY: A surge in online shopping is credited with raising overall sales 
during the holiday season. The National Retail Federation reports sales rose at a 
3 percent rate during the holidays. But online sales rose a record 49 percent 
between Oct. 11 and Dec. 24 compared to the same period last year. Analysts 
say the holiday season longer during the pandemic, with stores launching their 



traditional sales earlier and fewer willing to venture out to hunt bargains. It wasn't 
just how we shopped that was shaped by the pandemic — the coronavirus was 
also a factor in what we bought. Instead of clothing and jewelry, homebound 
shoppers spent more on furnishings and food. ; Many happy returns? For the 
nation's online retailers, there will be many returns — but they won't be happy 
about them. Because of the coronavirus pandemic, many shoppers made their 
holiday purchases online. That was a boon to merchants that sell through the 
internet. However, it's estimated that shoppers will return twice as many items as 
they did during last year's holiday period. That will mean more sales will be 
reversed. It also means buyers will find that refunds will take longer to process 
because of slow shipping. ; Some of the people who trusted their holiday 
packages to the United States Postal Service feel frustrated they were not 
delivered on time. Some say they mailed presents weeks ahead of time but still 
are waiting for delivery. On its website, the USPS says it has been "experiencing 
unprecedented volume increases and limited employee availability" because of 
COVID-19. / DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING-HOMELESSNESS: 
Nearly four months after devastating wildfires destroyed towns across western 
Oregon, more than one thousand people are still displaced, living in hotels and 
motels as they work to find temporary housing. Many of the displaced are from 
towns and communities that were leveled by flames. They include evacuees from 
up the McKenzie Valley, from the town of Detroit, and from devastated cities 
including Phoenix in Southern Oregon. Relief officials say many would like to find 
a trailer for shelter but not all burn sites offer safe options for trailers. As the new 
year arrives, the Red Cross, which coordinated much of the initial disaster 
response, is handing off the duties to the Oregon Department of Human Services. 
/ AGRICULTURE: It was a robust holiday season for Oregon’s Christmas tree 
growers. The Capital Press reports demand increased noticeably during the 2020 
season. Growers say people are spending more time at home and wanted the 
comfort of traditional holiday décor. For many, that included ditching an artificial 
Christmas tree for the real thing. Growers who operate U-Cut farms also saw a 
surge in demand as some people arrived to select their holiday tree weeks before 
Thanksgiving. In some cases, they returned right before Christmas for a fresh 
tree. Oregon is the nation’s leading producer of Christmas trees, shipping them to 
a number of other states and countries. / RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: Been 
waiting for the opportunity to book an Oregon State Parks coastal campground 
yurt or cabin? Now is your chance for dates in 2021. Reservations may be 
booked now for dates 30 days in advance in those parks with open facilities. Not 
all parks are opening their cabins and yurts at the same time, but more will as 
staffing is available. On Saturday, yurts and cabins open at locations including 
Honeyman State Park south of Florence, as well as at Tugman and Umpqua 
Lighthouse State Parks in Douglas County. In Coos County, Sunset Bay near 
Charleston and Bullards Beach near Bandon also begin renting their yurts and 
cabins. Also offering reservations beginning Saturday: Beverly Beach, Fort 
Stevens, and Harris Beach. On January 10, Nehalem Bay opens its yurts and 
cabins. On January 15, Cape Lookout joins the inventory. There is a minimum 
two-night stay with one “resting day” scheduled between reservations for 
thorough cleaning. / WILDLIFE, RECREATION: Holiday whale watching is a bit 
different this year. But the whales await your visit to the Oregon Coast! Because 
of the pandemic, trained volunteers are not setting up informational spots at 



whale watching sites along the coast. But you can go to Oregon State Park’s 
website and search for Whale Watching to find a list of locations. All are on higher 
viewpoints above and away from any wave action and possible sneaker waves. 
The website also includes details on whale migration and a map to the best whale 
watching locations in Oregon. Go to 
https://stateparks.oregon.gov/index.cfm?do=things-to-do.whale-watching to learn 
more. If a location is too crowded, coordinators suggest you go to another spot. 
Remember to wear face coverings and maintain proper physical distancing from 
visitors who are not in your group. / SPORTS: A trying and at times draining 2020 
season will end not only with a second straight New Year’s Six bowl game for 
Oregon, but arguably the best prize players could ask for short of a spot in the 
College Football Playoff. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that the Fiesta 
Bowl’s title sponsor is Sony and the PlayStation 5 is one of two gifts, along with 
Lululemon 22L Cruiser backpack. That’s cause for excitement among the players 
from No. 25 Oregon and No. 10 Iowa State who will play in Saturday’s game. “As 
soon as we won the Pac-12 championship, I instantly thought of PS5 and then 
ring,” said Ducks receiver Mycah Pittman, an avid video game player. “Then I was 
like, ‘Alright, I got to think ring and then PS5.’ It was really cool man because 
those PS5s are impossible to find right now and it’s going to be a great Christmas 
gift from the PlayStation bowl game. “It’s really sweet to get that opportunity and 
it’s an honor to be in the Fiesta Bowl game with this season and how much 
adversity we have faced, it’s so awesome. It’s the cherry on top with the PS5.” 
The highly sought-after new video game consoles retail for $399 or $499, but the 
challenge in finding them has naturally led to higher prices on the secondary 
market. The Fiesta Bowl is shipping the PS5 and backpacks to the schools to 
distribute. “We knew we were going to the PlayStation Fiesta Bowl, but it didn’t hit 
us until Sunday, we had our team meeting, that we’re really getting PS5s,” 
Oregon safety Verone McKinley III said. “We were excited because at first we 
thought you had to win the Fiesta Bowl to get it.” ; Briefly in NFL news: The 
Seattle Seahawks claimed the NFC West title with a 20-9 win over the Rams. The 
Seahawks are division champs for the first time since 2016. ; Former Oregon 
quarterback Justin Herbert set the rookie record for most touchdown passes in a 
season while guiding the Chargers to their third straight win, 19-16 over the 
Broncos. Herbert’s 9-yard screen pass in the second quarter was his 28th 
touchdown throw of the season, surpassing the 27 that Baker Mayfield had for 
Cleveland in 2018. He also became the fourth player to throw for over 4,000 
yards as a rookie, joining Andrew Luck, Cam Newton and Jameis Winston. / 
COMMUNITY: Award-winning author Barry Lopez has died in Eugene at the age 
of 75 from complications of prostate cancer. It came during a year where the man 
whose work addressed environmental, spiritual, and cultural themes saw first the 
pandemic, then September’s wildfire that severely damaged his longtime home 
along the McKenzie River. In a statement Saturday, his family encouraged 
financial support for the McKenzie River Trust, with which Lopez had worked on 
conservation efforts. Barry Lopez was the author of nearly 20 books on natural 
history studies, along with essay and short story collections. In 1986, he was 
awarded the National Book Award for "Arctic Dreams: Imagination and Desire in a 
Northern Landscape." The book was inspired by almost five years of traveling the 
Arctic. His final work was "Horizon," an autobiography that recalls a lifetime of 
travel in more than 70 countries. Longtime friend Kim Stafford, a former Oregon 



poet laureate, said Lopez's books "are landmarks that define a region, a time, a 
cause.” Barry Lopez was born in 1945 in Port Chester, New York, then grew up in 
California's San Fernando Valley and, after his mother remarried, New York City. 
His later years were spent with his wife, Debra Gwartney, in a wooded area along 
the McKenzie River. After years of writing about the natural world and humans' 
effect on climate change, he mourned the loss of acres of timber, not to mention 
his personal papers, in the September 2020 Holiday Farm fire. The wildfire 
damaged Lopez's home so badly that he couldn't live in it. The blaze also 
destroyed a building that stored his original manuscripts, personal letters, photos 
and a typewriter he used to write his books. The IBM Selectric III was quickly 
replaced with an identical model by his friends. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY: After another cooler day with some morning fog, 
precipitation chances increase tonight. A cold front will bring valley rain and 
Cascade snow Wednesday and Wednesday night. Showers should diminish 
Thursday with a short dry period for New Year`s Eve. An active pattern returns 
this weekend into early next week. Mostly clear skies overnight allowed 
temperatures to fall below freezing through much of the valley. Freezing fog 
developed in parts of the southern Willamette Valley but was disappearing by 
mid-morning. A Pacific frontal system is expected to spread valley rain and 
mountain snow tonight into Wednesday night. Precipitation will likely begin ahead 
of a warm front overrunning far northwest Oregon. Temperatures should gradually 
warm after midnight. Snow is expected across the northern Oregon Cascades as 
snow levels around 2,000-2,500 feet tonight rise to around 4,000-5,000 feet 
Wednesday, before falling again to around 3,500 feet Wednesday night. A Winter 
Weather Advisory is in effect for the North and Central Cascades. The main 
winter weather impacts at Santiam and Willamette Passes are expected late 
Wednesday afternoon through Wednesday night. ; Slippery roads were a factor 
earlier this morning as patchy freezing fog created some slippery conditions. 
There were accidents on Interstate-105 near the Delta Highway, on 30th Avenue 
near Spring Boulevard, and elsewhere. Things began warming up a bit after 8:00 
a.m. (TB-Moon) – For those who are wondering, tonight’s full moon is known as 
the Wolf Moon, the Cold Moon, and the Long Night Moon (for its occurrence near 
the Winter Solstice). / HEALTH: Vaccinations to protect front-line health care 
workers and residents of long-term care facilities continued yesterday across the 
state. The Oregon Health Authority reported yesterday that more than 20,000 
people have received their first doses of the vaccine. Close to 1,600 of those 
doses have been administered in Lane County. Oregon, like other states, does 
not currently have enough vaccine to immunize everyone against COVID-19. But 
officials expect to receive tens of thousands more doses of the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines this week and in the coming weeks. Oregon officials estimate 
up to 400,000 people could qualify for the first phase of vaccinations, known as 
“Phase 1-A.” That group includes health care workers, nursing home and other 
long-term care facility residents, and first responders. Depending on the 
availability of doses, it could take months to get all of those people vaccinated. 
Last week, a federal vaccine panel said the next group, the “Phase 1-B” group, 
should include people ages 75 and older along with firefighters and police; 



teachers and school staff; those working in food, agricultural and manufacturing 
sectors; corrections workers; U.S. Postal Service employees; public transit 
workers; and grocery store workers. All are considered at very high risk of 
infection because their jobs are critical and require them to be in regular contact 
with other people. ; The Oregon Health Authority reported 865 new confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 on Monday and six deaths. The state has seen more than 
110-thousand cases and 1,433 deaths since the start of the pandemic. Lane 
County Public Health reported 53 new cases yesterday, which put new infection 
totals from the Christmas holiday weekend at 214. In recent days, officials have 
added five new deaths from the past two weeks to Lane County’s totals. It came 
after a review of death certificates. The patients range in age from 67 to 88. That 
puts our local pandemic death toll at 89. Officials said yesterday that 30 Lane 
County COVID-19 patients are hospitalized with five in intensive care. Health 
experts say 277 people in Lane County remain infectious and 555 more are 
quarantining and under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who 
later tested positive for the virus. ; Some of Oregon’s largest COVID-19 outbreaks 
have sickened staff and inmates at the state’s 14 prisons. On Monday, the first 
Oregon Department of Corrections employees received the Moderna vaccine. 
The department received enough initial doses to treat 400 guards and other 
workers and hopes to receive more for all staff, contractors, and adults in custody 
in the coming months. The first round of vaccinations prioritized those who work 
in close contact with COVID-positive individuals and infectious materials. This 
includes medical providers and nurses, transport employees, security staff 
working on coronavirus units and/or performing hospital watches, and a small 
number of inmates whose work assignments involve cleaning and disinfecting in 
COVID-19-positive units. State corrections officials say outbreaks in prison have 
spread to nearby communities when staff members who did not realize they were 
infected went home after their shifts. Visitation for the 13,000 adults in custody 
have been suspended since the start of the pandemic. State corrections officials 
say once inmates are vaccinated it will help lead to reopening of visits from 
friends and families. ; Over the weekend, health workers completed initial 
vaccinations of all residents and staff at Oregon’s state veterans’ homes in 
Lebanon and The Dalles. The Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs announced 
that workers with Consonus Healthcare administered the first-round doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine. The state veterans’ home in Lebanon in March saw one of the 
early deadly outbreaks during the pandemic. Eight residents died.  ODVA Director 
Kelly Fitzpatrick says staff and residents are grateful to finally begin receiving the 
vaccine. But he adds that until all residents and staff have received a second 
dose and allowed several weeks for the vaccines to reach their full effectiveness it 
remains a time for caution. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that among 
those receiving the vaccine is 104-year-old William Lapschies (say: LAP-sheez), 
a World War II veteran who recovered from a coronavirus infection in March and 
is one of the oldest survivors of the disease in the world. Administrators at 
Oregon’s veterans’ homes say staff will continue to follow strict infectious disease 
control guidelines and conduct regular testing to ensure the safety of residents 
and workers. / HEALTH, ECONOMY: U.S. home prices jumped in October by the 
most in more than six years as a pandemic-fueled buying rush drives the number 
of available properties for sale to record lows. That combination of strong demand 
and limited supply pushed home prices up 7.9 percent in October compared with 



12 months ago, according to Tuesday’s S&P CoreLogic Case-Shiller 20-city 
home price index. That’s the largest annual increase since June 2014. The 
coronavirus outbreak has forced millions of Americans to work from home and it’s 
curtailed other activities like eating out, going to movies or visiting gyms. That’s 
leading more people to seek out homes with more room for a home office, a 
bigger kitchen, or space to work out. / ENVIRONMENT: Not a lot of people felt it 
because it struck close to 130 miles offshore. But a magnitude 5.7 earthquake 
struck early this morning off the southern Oregon coast. The U.S. Geological 
Survey recorded the temblor shortly before 5:00 a.m. due west of Bandon. No 
tsunami risk, no reports of damage. Fewer than 100 people reported feeling it. 
The area lies along a stretch of offshore faults that see fairly regular seismic 
activity. / SPORTS: The Oregon women’s basketball team continues to hold down 
the Number Eight spot in the Associated Press Top 25 rankings. Three other Pac-
12 teams are also in the standings: Stanford at Number One, Arizona at Number 
Six, and UCLA at Number 11. The Duck women host USC on New Year’s Day. 
Tip-off is shortly after 6 p.m. Friday on the Pac-12 Network. Sunday at 1 p.m., the 
Oregon women take on UCLA. That game is also being broadcast by the Pac-12 
Network. The Oregon Men’s Basketball Team is tied at Number 21 in this week’s 
Associated Press Top 25 rankings. They are the only Pac-12 school in the 
standings. The Duck men host Cal for a New Year’s Eve match-up. The game 
tips off shortly after 7 p.m. on the Pac-12 Network. The Oregon men meet 
Stanford Saturday night at Matt Knight Arena. That game is set for 7:00 p.m. and 
will be carried either by ESPN2 or ESPNU. / HEALTH, POLITICS: Whether most 
Americans will receive $2,000 COVID-19 relief checks is now in the hands of the 
U.S. Senate. President Donald Trump has been pushing to more than triple the 
$600 payments approved by Congress, reluctantly signing into law the massive 
relief bill that authorized the smaller checks. On Monday the House voted 
overwhelmingly to meet the president’s demand, but Republican senators have 
resisted increasing spending. The Senate is scheduled to meet Tuesday, and 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has declined to publicly address how he plans 
to handle the issue. / SAFETY: More than 190,000 ceiling fans sold at Home 
Depot are being recalled after reports that the blades fell off while spinning, hitting 
people and causing property damage. The Hampton Bay Mara indoor and 
outdoor ceiling fans were sold this year between April and October at Home 
Depot stores and its website. About 182,000 of them were sold in the U.S. and 
8,800 were sold in Canada. The Consumer Product Safety Commission said 
owners of the fans should stop using them immediately and inspect them for 
blades that aren't secure. King of Fans, which makes the ceiling fans, said it will 
replace any of the faulty ones for free. /  

 
  



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
12/30/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

HEALTH, ECONOMY: Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin says some of the new 
$600 COVID-relief payments to most Americans might have begun arriving by 
direct deposit in many bank and credit union accounts as early as last night. 
Mnuchin tweeted that paper checks will begin to go out today. Americans earning 
up to $75,000 will qualify for the direct $600 payments, which are phased out at 
higher income levels, and there’s an additional $600 payment per dependent 
child. But older college students, as well as adults with disabilities who are listed 
as someone’s dependent do not qualify for the payments. / HEALTH, 
COMMUNITY, GOVERNMENT, ELDERS: Vaccinations to protect front-line 
health care workers and residents of long-term care facilities continued yesterday 
across the state. The Oregon Health Authority reported that close to 26,000 
people have received their first doses. More than 2,000 have been vaccinated in 
Lane County. Oregon, like other states, does not currently have enough vaccine 
to immunize everyone against COVID-19. But officials expect to receive tens of 
thousands more doses of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines this week and in the 
coming weeks. Oregon officials estimate up to 400,000 people could qualify for 
the first phase of vaccinations, known as “Phase 1-A.” That group includes health 
care workers, nursing home and other long-term care facility residents, and first 
responders. Depending on the availability of doses, it could take months to get all 
of those people vaccinated. ; The Oregon Health Authority reported 713 new 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 on Monday and 16 deaths—including two in Lane 
County, both adults in their mid-70s. Lane County’s pandemic death toll now 
stands at 91. County public health officials yesterday reported 45 new cases. 
Thirty-two patients are hospitalized with four in intensive care. Health experts say 
250 people in Lane County remain infectious and 554 more are quarantining and 
under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested 
positive for the virus. ; On Friday, five Oregon counties will see a slight easing of 
state COVID restrictions, including Douglas and Coos counties. They shall move 
from the Extreme Risk level to High Risk, which allows some businesses, 
including restaurants, to resume offering indoor services. Lincoln, Clatsop, and 
Morrow counties are also seeing a small easing of restrictions because they have 
seen a slight drop in overall coronavirus cases and deaths in the past two weeks. 
But Lane, Benton, and Linn counties remain at Extreme Risk as the local COVID 
surge continues. County risk levels are assessed by the governor and state 
health officials every two weeks. The next assessment is January 15. ; Lane 



County Public Health officials say there’s been a bit of a drop in the number of 
new reported COVID-19 cases, along with the total number of those considered 
infectious. They say that’s somewhat encouraging news but add that part of that 
is because fewer people are getting tested this week because it is a holiday week 
and much of the rush was ahead of Christmas. That said, officials say it is 
encouraging that our local COVID hospitalization numbers have dropped a bit. 
Still, 32 people are hospitalized with four in intensive care units. Yesterday, Lane 
County Public Health reported two more local deaths, both adults in their mid-70s. 
The county’s pandemic death toll now stands at 91. Officials are tracking 53 
active outbreaks and 820 individuals associated with those. Outbreaks are 
deemed over if there are no new cases within 28 days of the last infection. The 
bulk, seven of every ten cases, are long-term care or congregate shelter facilities. 
Health experts say that underscores the challenge of keeping the virus out of 
facilities where large numbers of people with vulnerable immune systems live or 
spend the night. One of the recent long-term care outbreaks involves at least 47 
confirmed and one presumptive case at a Marquis facility in Springfield. The 
outbreak at the Eugene Mission stands at 71 cases, but public health officials say 
there have been only three new cases since the initial outbreak. Workplace-
related outbreaks account for 20 percent of local cases. But outbreaks in other 
categories are much lower: Only 4.4 percent of cases tied to outbreaks are 
among college-age adults and no new cases have been added in quite some 
time. Across Lane County, 3.9 percent of cases in recent outbreaks are tied to 
childcare facilities and 2.3 percent are tied to social gatherings. ; A new variant of 
the coronavirus that might be more contagious than the original COVID viral 
strains has been found in a Colorado man who has no history of recent travel. 
That has triggered a host of questions about how the first U.S. case of the new 
version showed up in the Rocky Mountain state. The new variant was first 
identified in England, and infections are soaring now in Britain. The new variant 
has also been found in several other countries. Colorado officials were expected 
to provide more details at a news conference today about how the man in his 20s 
from a mostly rural area of rolling plains southeast of the Denver metro area might 
have contracted the variant. Experts say while the new COVID variant is more 
contagious, they believe infections are slightly less severe and that the current 
vaccines are effective against it. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY: The first U.S. 
government dietary guidelines for infants and toddlers recommend feeding only 
breast milk to babies during their first six months. If breast milk isn’t available, 
they should get iron-fortified infant formula during their first year. And all babies 
should get supplemental vitamin D beginning soon after birth. The guidelines call 
for giving no added sugar such as cake or candy to children younger than age 2. 
But the dietary advice stops short of two key recommendations from scientists 
advising the government. Those advisers said in July that everyone should limit 
their added sugar intake to less than six percent of their overall calories. But that 
guidance did not make the final cut. The preliminary guidelines also called for 
men to limit their alcoholic consumption to one drink per day. Instead, a federal 
panel stuck with the current advice of no more than two drinks per day. Women 
are being urged to limit daily alcoholic intake to one drink. Pregnant women 
should not drink alcohol, according to the guidelines, and breastfeeding women 
should be cautious. Caffeine in modest amounts appears safe and women can 
discuss that with their doctors. For everyone, the guidelines continue to call for 



eating plenty of fruits and vegetables while cutting back on sweets, saturated fats 
and sodium. / CRIME: Police say the remains of a young girl have been 
discovered along the Van Duzer Forest State Scenic Corridor in the Coast Range 
of Lincoln County. Oregon State Police detectives are asking for the public's help 
in identifying her. Experts believe the child was between the ages of 6 and 10 
when she died. She was between 3’10” and 4’6” tall and had long dark brown or 
black hair. DNA analysis will help determine her race or ethnic origin. Her remains 
were found December 10 near a rest area and scenic viewpoint off Oregon 
Highway 18 midway between Grande Ronde and Otis. Based on the condition of 
the remains, it’s believed the child had been dead at least 30 days before she 
was discovered. Authorities say do not have any reports of missing children that 
match the girl’s description. They say if you have any information that might help 
investigators in identifying the child, please call 800-442-0776 or OSP (677). / 
RECREATION: Ever wanted to live full-time at a scenic campground and help 
keep things looking and running smoothly? Lane County Parks is accepting 
applications for the caretaker position at Baker Bay Campground and Marina. It’s 
located on the shores of Dorena Reservoir eight miles east of Cottage Grove. 
Caretakers are paid to live in the campground full-time and oversee day-to-day 
operations of the 53-site campground. They are responsible for managing the 
campground and marina, reservations and sales, general maintenance and 
representing Lane County Parks. Baker Bay is a popular park that allows camping 
from mid-April to mid-October each year. In addition to Baker Bay, the selected 
caretaker will be responsible for nearby Dorena Covered Bridge Park and 
Wildwood Falls Park. Caretakers are responsible for providing and maintaining 
their own personal residence at the campground, such as a recreational vehicle 
or travel trailer. As you can tell from the description, caretaker jobs involve a lot of 
work. The Baker Bay position provides a monthly compensation of $2,200. 
Applications are available at www.lanecounty.org/parks Applicants with additional 
questions should contact laneparks@lanecountyor.gov / SPORTS: College 
Basketball notes: Oregon Women’s Basketball: The Number Eight Duck women 
host USC on New Year’s Day. Tip-off is shortly after 6 p.m. Friday on the Pac-12 
Network. Sunday at 1 p.m., the Oregon women take on UCLA. That game is also 
being broadcast by the Pac-12 Network. Oregon Men’s Basketball: The Number 
21 Duck men host Cal for a New Year’s Eve match-up. The game tips off shortly 
after 7 p.m. on the Pac-12 Network. The Oregon men meet Stanford Saturday 
night at Matt Knight Arena. That game is set for 7:00 p.m. and will be carried 
either by ESPN2 or ESPNU. Oregon State Men’s Basketball: The Beavs tip off 
against Stanford at 3 p.m. Thursday. The game is being broadcast from Gill 
Coliseum on the Pac-12 Network. Oregon State hosts Cal on Saturday. That 
broadcast also begins at 3 p.m. on the Pac-12 Network. The Oregon State 
Women’s Basketball games remain on pause through this weekend for COVID 
protocols. / TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: American Airlines flew a commercial 
flight using a Boeing 737 Max, the first one in U.S. skies since Max planes were 
grounded after two deadly crashes. An airline spokesman said American flight 
718 on Tuesday left Miami International Airport with about 100 passengers. It 
landed at New York’s LaGuardia Airport. Last month, the Federal Aviation 
Administration approved changes that Boeing made to an automated flight-control 
system implicated in crashes in Indonesia and Ethiopia that killed 346 people in 
all. In both crashes, the system pushed the nose down repeatedly based on faulty 



sensor readings, and pilots were unable to regain control. ; Federal regulators say 
the railroad industry has installed an automatic braking system on nearly 58,000 
miles of track where it is required ahead of a year-end deadline. But safety 
experts say it should have happened sooner and still is not required on all tracks. 
The braking system uses GPS, wireless radio and computers to monitor train 
position and speed, and it can give engineers commands. The NTSB said the 
system could have prevented the December 2017 derailment of an Amtrak 
passenger train in Washington state that killed three passengers and injured 57 
people. Federal Railroad Administration officials say railroads worked together 
over the past 12 years to develop and install the long-awaited technology known 
as positive train control. The roughly $15 billion braking system is aimed at 
reducing human error by automatically stopping trains in certain situations like 
when it's in danger of colliding, derailing because of excessive speed, entering 
track under maintenance or traveling the wrong direction because of switching 
mistakes. The National Transportation Safety Board has said more than 150 train 
crashes since 1969 could have been prevented by positive train control, which 
was required in 2008 after a commuter train collided head-on with a freight train 
near Los Angeles, killing 25 and injuring more than 100. That agency had 
recommended positive train control for years before Congress mandated it after 
that crash. Then Congress extended the original 2015 deadline twice and gave 
railroads until the end of this year to complete the system. /  
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WEATHER, TRANSPORTATION: Icy roads, impatient drivers. What could 
possibly go wrong? Safety experts with the Oregon Department of Transportation 
say some snow-seekers heading to winter recreation areas are arriving to find 
designated parking areas filled and are creating safety issues by parking on 
roadsides. This creates significant safety hazards when people exit their vehicles 
and walk across the highway to reach their destination. It’s also dangerous for 
vehicles traveling through the area and for emergency vehicles and snowplows. 
Travelers in winter recreation areas should remember to: Slow down and use all 
your best winter driving skills, especially with more snow expected over the next 
week in the upper elevations. Watch out for people next to the road. Unexpected 
snowball fights, sledding and other winter activities are taking place dangerously 
close to the highways. Be extra alert for snow removal equipment. Vehicles 
parked at the side of the road prevent plows and other equipment from doing their 
job. Find a safe place to park. Expect extra congestion from holiday travelers. 
ODOT crews say they are seeing the problem on major state roadways, including 
at Sno-Parks on the mountain passes; on Century Drive south toward Mount 
Bachelor; and on U.S. 26 and Oregon Highway 35 around Mount Hood. They also 
are seeing congestion at other popular sno-parks elsewhere in the Cascades. But 
officials say the problem is especially alarming on busy freight corridors. Under 
state law, non-emergency parking on state highways, including shoulders, is 
illegal in areas marked with no parking signs. Violators risk a ticket and a tow. 
Parking is allowed in designated areas, such as Sno-Parks. Oregon has close to 
100 Sno-Park sites dedicated to winter recreation parking. Go to 
www.tripcheck.com for locations and details. The sites can be found throughout 
the state in all mountain passes and at most recognized ski, snowmobile and 
snow play areas. You'll need a daily or seasonal Sno-Park permit for your vehicle. 
/ HEALTH, LOW-INCOME, GOVERNMENT: The New Year will ring in a big 
increase in taxes on cigarettes and other tobacco products here in Oregon, along 
with new tax on vaping and e-cigarette products. The changes were approved last 
month by Oregon voters as part of Measure 108. Among the updates: The state 
tax on cigarettes will increase by $2, to $3.33 per 20-cigarette pack. For packs of 
25, the tax increases by $2.50. The cap on the tax on the wholesale price of 
cigars will be raised by $1 to $1.50 each. E-cigarettes and vaping products will be 
taxed for the first time at 65 percent of their wholesale purchase price. The e-
cigarette and vaping tax would not apply to smoking cessation products or 



cannabis products. The increases bring Oregon in line with other West Coast 
states. Oregon’s cigarette taxes in 2020 ranked 32nd in the nation. Ninety percent 
of the tax revenue will go to the Oregon Health Plan and other medical assistance 
programs that are eligible for federal matching funds. The remaining ten percent 
will go to state smoking prevention and smoking cessation programs. Health 
experts say taxing e-cigarettes for the first time will help reduce teenage vaping. 
According to the Oregon Health Authority, between 2017 and 2019 our state saw 
an 80 percent increase in young people who vape. In a survey, one in four high 
school students admitted they have vaped. Analysts also point to national studies 
which found that young people who vape are three times more likely than their 
non-vaping peers to take up smoking. State health officials estimate 8,000 
Oregonians die each year from smoking-related causes—all of which experts say 
are preventable deaths. They say smoking costs Oregonians $1.5 (b)billion per 
year in unnecessary health care expenses. / ECONOMY, HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT: There are 72,000 Oregonians whose jobless benefits ran out 
last Saturday. But state employment officials say they are working to incorporate 
a federal benefits extension that was passed by Congress last week and signed 
into law by the president on Monday. If those whose benefits expired continue to 
file their weekly jobless claims, officials say they hope to avoid a gap in 
unemployment payments. Oregon Employment Department acting director David 
Gerstenfeld said yesterday that most of those whose benefits ended over the 
weekend were being paid under the federal CARES Act. The Congressional 
stimulus package extends the maximum period of unemployment to 46 weeks 
and provides an additional $300 weekly through March 13. It also extends the 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program, which allows self-employed, 
contract, and other “gig” workers to continue to receive benefits and includes the 
$300 benefits boost. Employment officials are awaiting final details on the 
extension from the U.S. Department of Labor so they may update the software 
that processes Oregon’s jobless benefit payments. Gerstenfeld said if there is a 
delay in that guidance, as it’s known, or any unexpected changes in how such 
payments are calculated and processed, that could cause a brief delay in 
payments. But employment agencies across the U.S. anticipate no major 
revisions. / HEALTH: Vaccinations to protect front-line health care workers and 
residents of long-term care facilities continued yesterday across the state. The 
Oregon Health Authority reported that more than 31,000 people have received 
their first doses. That includes more than 2,000 in Lane County. Oregon officials 
estimate up to 400,000 people could qualify for the first phase of vaccinations, 
known as “Phase 1-A.” That group includes health care workers, nursing home 
and other long-term care facility residents, and first responders. Depending on the 
availability of doses, it could take months to get all of those people vaccinated. ; 
COVID-19 has claimed 19 more lives in Oregon, including a 100-year-old woman 
from the Eugene-Springfield area. She was diagnosed on December 15 and died 
on Christmas Eve. Lane County’s pandemic death toll stands at 92. County public 
health officials yesterday reported 106 new cases. Thirty-seven patients are 
hospitalized with four in intensive care. Health experts say 298 people in Lane 
County remain infectious and 524 more are quarantining and under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. 
The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 1,052 new confirmed cases of COVID-19 
statewide. / HEALTH, TRANSPORTATION: Lane Transit District has received 



national recognition for its efforts to keep employees and passengers safe during 
the pandemic. Officials with the American Public Transportation Association say 
LTD staff are working to keep vehicles and facilities disinfected and maintained to 
industry standards. The association credits Lane Transit with requiring face 
coverings; promoting physical distancing; focusing on the health of employees 
and customers; and communicating timely information to help riders make 
informed choices. LTD General Manager Aurora Jackson says keeping 
employees and passengers safe is been the transit system’s top priority during 
the pandemic. She says that helps ensure that those who must make essential 
trips are able to do so safely. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: As the pandemic continues, 
the City of Eugene is partnering with Business Oregon, to offering free Personal 
Protective Equipment or “PPE” supplies to local small businesses and non-profits 
with 100 or fewer employees. The PPE inventory includes 14,000 boxes of large 
and medium gloves; close to four million disposable masks; and 32,000 boxes of 
antiseptic wipes. As long as supplies last, each qualifying local small business or 
non-profit may pick up a two-month supply. They must be located in Eugene, 
headquartered in Oregon, and have a state business registry number. The City of 
Eugene will accept applications online beginning on January 12. Supplies will be 
available on a first-come, first-served basis. Once the application is verified, 
arrangements will be made for someone from the business or non-profit to pick up 
the PPE supplies in person. Visit eugene-or.gov/FreeBizPPE to learn more. / 
SPORTS: Oregon meets Iowa State in the Fiesta Bowl on Saturday afternoon in 
Glendale, Arizona. The match-up between the Number 25 Ducks and Number 10 
Cyclones will be carried on ESPN starting at 1 p.m. It includes a match-up of two 
quarterbacks who have spent much of their lives as friends and on-the-field rivals: 
Oregon’s Tyler Shough (say: SHUCK) and Iowa State’s Brock Purdy were 
baseball teammates when they were younger. They work out together in the 
offseason and have the same quarterbacks coach. They played against each 
other four times in high school, including two games that have been called the 
greatest in Arizona history. Now Purdy and Shough are back in Arizona for 
Saturday’s Fiesta Bowl and a chance to cap their seasons with a win. ; The Fiesta 
Bowl could add another high-scoring game to its history with No. 12 Iowa State 
scheduled to face No. 25 Oregon on Jan. 2. The Ducks won their second straight 
Pac-12 championship by beating Southern California. Oregon quarterback Tyler 
Shough has thrown for 1,480 yards and 13 touchdowns with five interceptions in 
six games. The Cyclones dropped four spots in the College Football Playoff 
rankings after losing to Oklahoma in the Big 12 championship game. But Iowa 
State has the nation’s leading rusher in Breece Hall, who has 1,436 yards and 19 
touchdowns. ; Former Oregon quarterback Justin Herbert—who now leads the 
Los Angeles Chargers—goes into Sunday's season finale at Kansas City with 
rookie records for the most touchdown passes and 300-yard games. He's also the 
third rookie to surpass 4,000 passing yards. Herbert needs just six completions to 
have the most as a rookie, and 341 yards to surpass Andrew Luck’s 4,374 with 
Indianapolis in 2012. ; Men’s College Basketball notes: Oregon Men’s Basketball: 
The Number 21 Duck men host Cal for today’s New Year’s Eve match-up. The 
game tips off shortly after 7 p.m. on the Pac-12 Network. The Oregon men meet 
Stanford Saturday night at Matt Knight Arena. That game is set for 7:00 p.m. and 
will be carried either by ESPN2 or ESPNU. Oregon State Men’s Basketball: The 
Beavs tip off against Stanford at 3 p.m. today. The game is being broadcast from 



Gill Coliseum on the Pac-12 Network. Oregon State hosts Cal on Saturday. That 
broadcast also begins at 3 p.m. on the Pac-12 Network. Women’s College 
Basketball notes: Oregon Women’s Basketball: The Number Eight Duck women 
host USC on New Year’s Day. Tip-off is shortly after 6 p.m. Friday on the Pac-12 
Network. Sunday at 1 p.m., the Oregon women take on UCLA. That game is also 
being broadcast by the Pac-12 Network. The Oregon State Women’s Basketball 
games remain on pause through this weekend for COVID protocols. ; A new 
contract for Duck Women’s Basketball Head Coach Kelly Graves. University of 
Oregon Athletic Director Rob Mullens announced yesterday that Graves will 
remain in Eugene through the 2028-29 season. Mullens says Graves also will 
receive incremental pay increases funded through private athletic donations. 
Graves is in his seventh season with the Ducks. He has led Oregon to three 
consecutive Pac-12 regular-season championships, along with two conference 
tournament championships in the last three years. In a statement, Graves says he 
and his family love being a part of the Duck and University of Oregon community. 
He says his contract extension is a testament to the hard work and dedication of 
his student-athletes. He also thanked fans for passion for the sport and support of 
the program. Graves was the Pac-12 Coach of the Year each of the past two 
seasons. This season, the eighth-ranked Ducks are undefeated—at 7-0 overall 
and 5-0 in Pac-12 play—and have won a program-record 26 consecutive games 
dating back to last season, the longest active college women’s basketball winning 
streak in the nation. / GOVERNMENT, DEVELOPMENT: It is not intended to be 
Eugene’s new City Hall, but for three years it will provide a temporary home. This 
week was “Moving Week.” Starting Monday, many City of Eugene offices that 
have been scattered across town will be operating out of Lane Community 
College’s Downtown Campus at 10th and Olive Streets. Lane’s downtown center 
will become home to an interim Eugene City Council chamber and work session 
space for Council meetings; Mayor and City Councilor offices; the City Manager’s 
Office; City Attorney offices; and the Office of Human Rights and Neighborhood 
Involvement. The offices and workspaces will occupy portions of the building’s 
ground, second and third floors. Eugene officials say the space is not designed to 
be a permanent City Hall. But they hope their three-year lease with the 
community college will provide interim space until a future City Hall is funded and 
takes shape at the park blocks. Officials say that while public meetings will 
continue to be conducted online during COVID-19 restrictions, there will be space 
on the ground floor for City Council meetings once they resume in-person. LCC’s 
downtown center also hosts LCC classes and some Eugene School District 4J 
offices. / TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: If you’re an Oregon resident and you 
need a driver’s license renewal or vehicle tag renewal, a reminder that the grace 
period from the Department of Motor Vehicles has been extended into the New 
Year. If your expiration date falls between November 1 of this year and April 20 of 
2021, you have up to three months to use them after their expiration date without 
risk of being cited by law enforcement for an expired license or tags. Under the 
extension, Oregon law enforcement officers will exercise discretion for recently 
expired licenses and registration. Law enforcement can verify the status of a 
driver or vehicle registration electronically during a traffic stop. It comes as the 
DMV continues to struggle under a backlog of renewal and other requests 
following the spring’s pandemic-related shutdowns. DMV offices have reopened 
but only for limited services and for those who schedule appointments. At the 



same time, DMV officials say that in some parts of Oregon, the first available 
appointment might be two months out, so do not wait until the last minute to 
schedule any appointments, such as for vehicle title and registration changes. 
Oregon DMV officials say they have hired temporary staff for field offices and call 
centers and authorized overtime to help reduce the backlog. They say that has 
helped increase appointment capacities from 16,000 per week this summer to 
nearly 28,000 per week now. You also may visit www.OregonDMV.com for a 
complete list of services available online as well as to schedule an in-person 
appointment for some services. You also may download forms and complete 
many transactions by mail including vehicle title transfers. Find detailed 
instructions at www.OregonDMV.com / SAFETY, RECREATION: It has become a 
popular all-season sport. But the Oregon State Marine Board is urging people 
with stand-up paddleboards to ALWAYS wear a life jacket and NEVER wear an 
ankle leash or leg leash when on rivers and other moving water. The leashes are 
designed for general flatwater use to help stand-up paddlers retrieve their gear 
and remain safe while wearing a life jacket. But most of the ankle and leg leashes 
are not designed for quick release. If you get it tangled on rocks or downed trees, 
the leash will hold you underwater. Randy Henry, Boating Safety Program 
Manager for the Marine Board, says, “There have been four, really tragic fatalities 
in recent years where a person, otherwise well outfitted, died because their leash 
to the stand-up paddleboard became entangled in brush or other debris on area 
rivers," Henry says quick-release leashes are available that are designed 
specifically for moving water. They either are worn around the waist or can attach 
to your life jacket. Last week, a Lane County man and his teenaged daughter 
drowned while paddleboarding on the Willamette River near Glenwood. Recovery 
teams said their boards had become entangled in a fallen tree. State Marine 
Board experts say stand-up paddleboards are very popular, affordable, easy to 
purchase, portable, and a lot of fun. But they add that understanding the basics is 
crucial. Marine Board officials say 2020 marks has seen 27 recreational boating 
fatalities involving all types of watercraft, the most in 33 years. Experts say they 
were tragic losses and that many were preventable, had the operator taken a 
basic safety precaution like wearing a life jacket. /  

 
 


