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Each quarter, on January 10, April 10, July 10 & October 10, we place in our 
public inspection file a list of what are considered to be the most significant 
Problems, Needs and Issues of the Springfield-Eugene, Oregon, community. 
 
Along with this list are the programs that were aired to deal with these problems, 
needs and issues. 
 

ASCERTAINMENT METHODS 
 

To ascertain these problems, needs and issues, McKenzie River Broadcasting 
Co., Inc., employs a Public Affairs Director who, within the natural course of news 
gathering, is made aware of problems, needs and issues in the community. The 
views of citizens of the community and civic leaders regarding community 
problems, needs and issues are also ascertained during meetings and 
interviews. Problems, needs and issues are also ascertained during interaction 
with members of the public. 

 
PROGRAMMING 

 
To air information about these problems, needs and issues, McKenzie River 
Broadcasting Co., Inc., relies on the following methods: 
 

1. Bona Fide Newscasts: These include news stories and segments that 
target these problems, needs and issues. 

 
2. Community Forum: This is a 15-30 minute weekly program that offers 

in-depth examinations of community problems, needs and issues. 



McKENZIE RIVER BROADCASTING 1Q, 2021, ISSUES LIST: 
KKNU-FM / KMGE-FM / KEUG-FM 

 
Quarter January 1 through March 31, 2021 
 *Note: Major breaking news stories during the quarter that fall under these categories will 

be added as is appropriate and reflected in daily news and public service postings 
1-
tie 

HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH: COVID-19; Mental health; Opioid epidemic, drug abuse; Legal 
cannabis products; Oregon Health Plan (Medicaid) and CCOs, ACA battles; Prescription drug 
prices; Obesity, diabetes & healthy eating; Food and product recalls; Legal battles over abortion 
and reproduction; Women’s health; Flu, STDs; Measles, other outbreaks, debate over vaccines; 
Immunizations; Environmental health, wildfire smoke, overall air quality; Safe water; Assisted 
suicide. 

1-
tie 

DISASTERS, WILDFIRE RECOVERY, ENVIRONMENT, WEATHER, AGRICULTURE, 
WILDLIFE, FISHERIES, RECREATION: McKenzie wildfire and other fires; Disaster 
preparedness; Air quality; Climate change, COVID-19; Snowpack, drought; Legislative “cap & 
trade” debate; Agriculture, Horticulture, Sustainable landscaping; Earthquake, “Climate Kids” 
lawsuit; Cannabis & hemp; Pollinators; Pesticides, herbicides; Cougar, wolves; Ocean health, 
Fisheries; Forest, wildlife, habitat; Power generation; Alternate energy; Hazardous materials. 

3 RACIAL JUSTICE, RACISM, BLACKS, LATINX, NATIVE AMERICANS, BIPOC, 
IMMIGRATION, CIVIL RIGHTS, CIVIL LIBERTIES, HUMAN RIGHTS, DISABILITIES, LEGAL, 
COMMUNITY, FAMILY, YOUTH, ELDERS, RELIGION, WOMEN, LGBTQ, GENDER ISSUES, 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT: Racial equality and administration of justice; Civil rights, Civil liberties; 
COVID-19; Older adults; Families and children; Youth programs & protection; Domestic-sexual 
violence; Immigration-DACA, LatinX community; LGBTQ; Fair housing; Privacy, cybersecurity; 
Religion, churches; Community and charitable events; Older adults; Pets, animal rights. 

4 CRIME, SAFETY, POLICING, LAW ENFORCEMENT, ILLEGAL DRUGS: Police funding and 
policing guidelines; Community enforcement, social service funding shift; protests, rioting; 
COVID-19; Drug & alcohol abuse, treatment; Mental health; Traffic safety; Human trafficking; 
Youth protection; School safety; Child abuse; Gangs; Cybersecurity; Severe weather, storms, 
natural disasters; Terrorism. 

5 SCHOOLS, EDUCATION: COVID-19 & post-wildfire home learning; Local-state budgets for 
higher ed, community colleges, K-12 education; College affordability; Curriculum, academic 
standards; Student honors; Student activism; Teacher contracts; New schools; Knight Science 
Complex. 

6 ECONOMY, EMPLOYMENT, FINANCES, BUSINESS, GROWTH, DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING, 
UTILITIES, COLLEGE & PRO SPORTS, EVENTS: COVID-19; Unemployment, workforce 
training; Rioting; Economy; Economic, downtown development, urban renewal, urban density; 
Affordable housing; UO-OSU Athletics teams, funding; Sports events; Hayward Field & UO 
Science construction; rebuild, Civic Park; Rural development, urban growth boundary; Road 
improvements; Local tech; Personal finance; Consumer prices; Legal cannabis; Immigration 
economics; Retirement concerns; County courthouse, city hall; Agriculture and farms; 
Technology; Energy prices, development; Cybersecurity and breaches. 

7 SOCIAL SERVICES, LOW-INCOME, HOUSING, HOMELESSNESS: Wildfire housing; COVID-
19; Debate over police funding shifts to social services; Affordable housing; Homeless veterans, 
individuals, families, youth; Homeless “rest stops”; “The Working Poor”; Minimum wage and living 
wages; Community agencies; Mental health; Older adults: Protection, health, housing, finances /  



 
8 POLITICS, ELECTIONS, GOVERNMENT: COVID-19; Special legislative session & emergency 

funding; Federal stimulus, state and local programs; U.S. Capitol insurrection & aftermath; Racial 
justice & policing; School funding; Elections; Timber Unity, climate change bills; Trump 
administration, Congress, Federal and state courts; Immigration and border; Health care; 
Women; Offshore drilling, pipelines, oil trains, other environmental matters; Gun control, mass 
shootings, school violence; Mental health treatment; Marijuana and cannabis enforcement; 
Opioid epidemic; Low-income, affordable housing; Cybersecurity, data breaches /  

9 TRANSPORTATION: COVID-19; Infrastructure needs and projects, I-105, Franklin Blvd., Local 
repaving; Road and gas fees and taxes; Pedestrian, biker, rider safety; Hiking-biking trails; 
Airlines; Eugene’s airport; Lane Transit District; Hybrid, electric vehicles; Airline disruptions; 
Boeing 737 investigations; Spring-summer travel; Rail safety. 

10 MILITARY, VETERANS, WAR ON TERRORISM: COVID-19; Veterans, jobs, mental health 
(PTSD, suicide, etc.) and homelessness; Military families; Homeland and local security; 
Balancing terrorism with civil rights; National Guard deployments; Oregonians in the military; 
hacking and privacy. 

The 1st Quarter, 2021, Issues List was formulated at a virtual public meeting on Wed., Jan. 6, 
2021, by Tracy Berry - KKNU-FM, Mary Reilly - KMGE-FM, and from previous quarters’ 
ascertainments, conversations, phone calls, and emails with listeners. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: LOW-INCOME, HOUSING, FAMILIES, COMMUNITY, BUSINESS, 
ECONOMY, EDUCATION 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 01/03/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Ross Kanaga, Financial Innovation Manager, DevNW 
Contact information: ross.kanaga@devnw.org  
City and State: Springfield, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
As we ring out 2020 and ring in 2021, isn’t it time for some New Year’s financial 
resolutions? As he does every year, Ross Kanaga joins us from Dev NW. The 
local non-profit teaches financial literacy and financial independence, offering 
classes on topics ranging from saving and responsible spending to first-time 
homebuying, starting a business or side hustle, and eliminating debt. The 
organization has moved to all online or by-phone operations during the pandemic 
but still offers financial and debt counseling. Dev NW offers an annual pass: $75 
gives your entire household unlimited access to its classes and counseling. 
Some of the course target young adults ages 16-24 and people preparing for 
retirement. Kanaga says many people are wondering this month what to do with 
those $600 stimulus payments: reduce debt, build savings, or both? He suggests 
first putting some money into an emergency savings fund to help tide you over 
for at least a month should you have a disruption to your life or employment. 

 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: HEALTH, EDUCATION, ELDERS, ECONOMY, GOVERNMENT, 
BUSINESS, COMMUNITY 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 01/10/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Governor Kate Brown, State of Oregon; Patrick Allen, 
Director – Oregon Health Authority; Dr. Dean Sidelinger, State Epidemiologist, 
Oregon Health Authority; Colt Gill, Oregon School Superintendent. 
Contact information: Charles Boyle, Governor’s Office, 
charles.boyle@oregon.gov , 503-931-7773. 
City and State: Salem and Portland, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
Oregon health officials had a goal of administering 100,000 coronavirus vaccines 
by the end of 2020, but as of Tuesday had only administered a bit more than 
55,000. Governor Kate Brown last week set a new goal, telling leaders of the 
Oregon Health Authority to reach to 12,000 vaccinations per day within the next 
two weeks. As of yesterday, we were up to more than 88,000 vaccinations 
administered statewide. This morning on Community Forum, we hear an update 
from state officials about how they are ramping up the vaccination campaign. 
Then, we’ll hear from the state’s top school official on the effort to get children 
back to in-person classes, especially younger students. Oregon Health Authority 
Director Patrick Allen offered an overview on the OHA’s vaccination effort: For 
the past two-plus weeks, the focus has been on vaccinating health care workers 
and residents and staff in nursing homes and other long-term care facilities. 
Oregon officials estimate more than 400,000 people could qualify for the first 
phase of vaccinations, known as “Phase 1-A.” That group includes health care 
workers, nursing home and other long-term care facility residents, and first 
responders. Depending on the availability of doses, it could take months to get all 
those people vaccinated. But effective last week, the Oregon Health Authority 
also will offer vaccinations to hospice programs, mobile crisis care, outpatient 
settings serving specific high-risk group, in-home care services, non-emergency 



medical transport, health care providers in other outpatient, and public health 
workers. In addition, people eligible for the vaccine will be able to receive it at 
retail pharmacies and the federal pharmacy partnerships to vaccinate more 
nursing home staff and residents is being expanded. Allen says the plan is to 
expand the number of vaccine sites and add some of the next-in-line Phase 1-A 
priority groups to the list of those currently eligible: Here in Lane County, public 
health officials on Friday announced that our two major hospital groups, 
McKenzie-Willamette Medical Center and PeaceHealth, will be scheduling and 
vaccinating high-priority, frontline healthcare professionals from across the 
county. The goal is to increase the rate of vaccination among the more than 
26,000 Lane County healthcare providers who are eligible under Phase 1A. 
Additionally, Lane County Public Health announced a partnership with three local 
provider groups to greatly expand the 1A vaccination effort. Eugene Pediatrics, 
Oregon Medical Group, and WhiteBird are donating facilities and staff to help 
ramp up the vaccination effort. The first step is to vaccinate the staff of the three 
provider groups, so that they can begin offering clinics where other local 
healthcare professionals may receive vaccinations. Details on dates, times and 
locations will be released once preparations are complete. On the education 
front, with the start of the new year, the state handed off authority for approving 
school reopenings and the resumption of in-person classes to school districts 
and communities. State officials will continue to collect data used in what are 
known as “health metrics” that help guide that decision-making. All Oregon 
schools will still be required to follow state health and safety measures in order to 
open any in-person instruction, and they must continue to work in close 
consultation with their local public health authority. The goal is to get children 
back into classrooms, especially the younger ones. The head of the Oregon 
Department of Education, Colt Gill, on Friday provided an update, discussing one 
key aspect of the return to in-person teaching involved putting childcare 
providers, early childhood educators, and Kindergarten through 12th grade 
educators higher on the vaccine priority list—including ahead of those age 75 
and older. Oregon Governor Kate Brown says it is not a decision that was made 
lightly, but said the push to put educators and childcare providers ahead of adults 
over the age of 75 who are living independently raises its own question: How to 
protect those who might be living in multigenerational households. Sending kids 
back to the classroom might increase the risk to older adults in the homes. State 
Epidemiologist Dr. Dean Sidelinger says it was not an easy decision but reflects 
what has been a longtime reality for many Oregonians. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: HEALTH, EDUCATION, ELDERS, ECONOMY, GOVERNMENT, 
BUSINESS, COMMUNITY 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 01/17/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Governor Kate Brown, State of Oregon; Patrick Allen, 
Director – Oregon Health Authority; Trent Green, Legacy Health. 
Contact information: Charles Boyle, Governor’s Office, 
charles.boyle@oregon.gov , 503-931-7773. 
City and State: Salem and Portland, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
State and local officials had high hopes last week that a massive shipment of 
COVID-19 vaccines would soon be on its way to Oregon. It was based on 
remarks made by federal officials that the government would release all of its 
supplies of vaccine doses, rather than holding any in reserve. The Oregon Health 
Authority, county public health departments, hospitals and other vaccination 
partners rushed to update their plans. That was good news for educators and 
school staff, as districts and the state continue to work to reopen more in-person 
classes for at least Oregon’s youngest students. And it was great news for 
seniors ages 65 and older who are living independently in their communities. 
They were told that, starting on January 23, they would be eligible to begin 
receiving vaccines—something their counterparts in long-term care have been 
eligible to receive for much of the past month. But everything changed on 
Thursday afternoon, when state officials learned that the federal stockpile did not 
exist; all doses already were allocated. The result: yet another reworking of the 
state’s vaccination schedules. It was a big disappointment for older adults, who 
have been among the age groups hit hardest by the pandemic, both in terms of 
hospitalizations and deaths. Under the new schedule, those age 80 and older will 
have to wait until February 8 to become eligible to begin receiving their 
coronavirus vaccines, and those under age 80 will not begin receiving their doses 
until later next month. But beginning Jan. 23, educators and school staff will be 



eligible to begin being immunized. This morning on Community Forum, we hear 
an update from state officials. Oregon Health Authority Director Patrick Allen 
provides detail on that reworked vaccination schedule. But first, he discusses 
some of the things he and others have learned from the first month of Phase 1-A 
vaccinations across the state and what they can do better. And despite the 
miscommunications between federal and state officials last week, Oregon Health 
Authority Director Pat Allen says he believes there will be a reliable supply of 
doses in the coming weeks and months. Governor Kate Brown agrees, and says 
she is confident that the state can stick with that new vaccine schedule. Across 
Oregon, state and local officials are working with key partners to scale up to 
regular mass vaccination clinics. Trent Green with Legacy Health says he and his 
counterparts from the Portland area—including Oregon Health & Science 
University, Providence, and Kaiser—are already well along with that planning. In 
the meantime, state leaders including Governor Brown are getting an earful from 
some of those age 65 and older about placing educators and school employees 
ahead of older adults living independently in their communities. Trent Green with 
Legacy Health offered an interesting perspective, saying school districts know 
where their employees are and can arrange for them to be at their buildings or a 
central district location so they may be vaccinated in a couple of days. He says 
tracking down eligible seniors can take much longer. With the recent nationwide 
surge in COVID-19 cases and the first lab-confirmed case in Oregon of the new, 
more contagious coronavirus variant, there are those wondering whether it is 
safe to reopen in-person learning. Officials acknowledge it’s a challenge to 
balance the risk but say Oregon families and the state’s economy hinge on 
successful reopenings so parents who work may focus on keeping businesses 
going while their children are back in school learning. 
 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: FINANCES, LOW-INCOME, FAMILY, ELDERS, HEALTH, 
COMMUNITY 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 01/24/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: John Coble, AARP Tax Aides 
Contact information: via https://lanetaxhelp.zendesk.com/hc/en-us and 
https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp_taxaide/  
City and State: Eugene-Springfield, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
It’s tax time and a lot of people are trying to file early. Are you receiving all of the 
tax credits for which you’re eligible? Have you considered potential changes to 
your taxes because of the pandemic? The AARP Foundation of Oregon once 
again is offering its free Tax Aides program for those needing help with preparing 
their taxes. Trained volunteers are able to help many who qualify for the service, 
including taxpayers of low to moderate incomes, as well as seniors, families, 
people with disabilities, college students, and others. This morning, John Coble 
with the AARP Tax Aides program in Lane County joins us to talk about the 
program—and how the pandemic has forced some big changes to this year’s 
operations. Among other elements: Virtual meetings, which require scanning and 
sending some files in advance, and a few distanced in-person sessions. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: YOUTH, EDUCATION, HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH, FAMILY, LOW-
INCOME, COMMUNITY, SOCIAL SERVICES  
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 01/31/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Matt Sorensen, CEO of the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Emerald Valley. 
Contact information: msorensen@bgcev.org  
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
A big push to help provide lower-income kids with reliable Wi-Fi for school and 
other activities. Comcast is partnering with Boys and Girls Clubs in Eugene-
Springfield and eight other locations in Western Oregon and Southwest 
Washington to provide free, high-speed internet access at the facilities for the 
next three years. They’re dubbed “Lift Zones” because they help elevate 
students’ online experience, making it easier for them to participate in distance 
learning and complete their homework. They also provide a secure location for 
students to connect online each day during normal school hours. Leaders of the 
Boys and Girls Club of Emerald Valley in Eugene say the fast Wi-Fi is making a 
big difference. The facility is providing full-day distance learning support for 70 
youth whose parents are essential workers. The Boys and Girls Club plans to 
expand its offerings to up to 500 to 800 youth daily as restrictions ease. Matt 
Sorensen, CEO of Boys & Girls Clubs of Emerald Valley, says he’s glad to have 
Lift Zones as a resource.  “This Lift Zones is critical for the kids who attend our 
Club.  Our Club members depend on our support to help them thrive in the virtual 
learning environment and we are grateful for this partnership to be able to meet 
their needs. We are eager to see how this improves their academic performance 
and helps them avoid learning loss during this challenging pandemic.” The Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Emerald Valley is open to all youth between the ages of 6 and 
18, first grade through twelfth grade, but access is limited during the pandemic 
for health and safety. Annual membership in the club is $40 per child. The full-



day distance learning support is $600/month ($150/week) per child. Learn more 
at https://www.bgcev.org/  



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: WILDFIRE RECOVERY, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, 
COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 02/07/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Kevin Finch, Oregon Department of Transportation; 
Joel Zeni, McKenzie Fire & Rescue/Suulutaaq Inc.; Devon Ashbridge, Lane 
County Government 
Contact information: via Devon Ashbridge, ASHBRIDGE Devon L 
Devon.ASHBRIDGE@lanecountyor.gov   
City and State: Eugene-Springfield, Vida, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
This morning on Community Forum, we’re talking about blue dots and bar codes. 
About the cleanup after the devastating Holiday Farm Fire up the McKenzie 
Valley. About balancing safety with retaining or restoring the character of a place 
renowned for its natural beauty. It is an effort that’s been complicated by 
logistical and communication challenges because—with so much infrastructure 
destroyed in the fire—many evacuated residents either have not been able to 
return and stay on their properties, or were not receiving updates at key times. 
That’s led to confusion and misinformation, which those managing the projects 
want to clear up and dispel. Those involved in these early cleanup efforts say 
they’ve heard your concerns and are reevaluating. And some—but not all—of the 
blue dots and bar codes placed on charred trunks to mark hazard trees will be 
coming down. And they say that even though some contractors are employed by 
out-of-state companies that specialize in recovery after catastrophic disasters like 
this one, most of those on the ground are from local communities—and many are 
fire survivors, themselves. Our guests this morning include Kevin Finch. A Lane 
County resident, he is the on-scene commander for the Oregon Department of 
Transportation’s Wildfire Clean-up and Debris Team crews. Joel Zeni is a Vida 
resident, volunteers with McKenzie Fire & Rescue, and was himself a Holiday 
Farm Fire evacuee. He’s also the project manager for Suulutaaq, Incorporated, 



the Alaskan and California-based contractor handling all of the tree removals for 
ODOT alongside Highway 126 through the burn zone. Devon Ashbridge is a 
Public Information Officer with Lane County. Officials with the Oregon 
Department of Transportation and the tree contractors have a message for those 
of you in the McKenzie Valley who are working to rebuild: They have heard your 
concerns and will do better. It comes after two property owners complained that 
too many trees were being marked with blue dots and bar codes—meaning they 
were slated for removal to create a safe travel corridor along Highway 126. They 
worried crews were going too deep into the damaged timber, and that crews had 
marked some trees that were not that badly damaged and were likely to survive. 
Transportation and tree-removal teams visited the sites and said, “You know 
what, you’re right.” So now they are reevaluating locations along the fire-scarred 
landscape and say if it is determined that a tree can remain, those blue dots will 
be painted over, and the bar code affixed to the tree trunk will be removed. 
Having said that, officials say that some areas in the burn zone—especially on 
the eastern end of the wildfire area—are badly damaged. They don’t want those 
trees falling on cars or people. Already, crews have cut down thousands of 
damaged trees along the McKenzie Highway and say they will need to remove 
tens of thousands more. Many are being chipped on-site for erosion control. 
Some are being salvaged for lumber. Others will be placed on hillsides and in the 
river and nearby streams for erosion control and to restore fish habitat. For those 
property owners concerned about tree marking and removal decisions, the state 
has a hotline for property owners and residents at 503-934-1700. You may also 
go to Wildfire.oregon.gov/cleanup Crew leaders say the tree removal project up 
the McKenzie might last most of the year and include delays of 20 minutes or 
more in some locations. If you don’t want to sit and wait in a line of traffic—
perhaps multiple times—they suggest using Highway 58 this year to travel over 
the Cascades. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: DISASTERS, WEATHER, WILDFIRE RECOVERY, SAFETY, 
TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNITY, FAMILY, SOCIAL SERVICES, 
GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, HEALTH 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 02/14/21 and 02/21/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Jennifer Connors, Eugene Water & Electric Board 
Contact information: Jennifer Connors, Jennifer.Connors@EWEB.ORG  
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
We’ve learned the past few years the importance of preparing for disasters, 
whether it’s another round of “Snowmageddon” or a devastating wildfire. Want to 
make sure you’re ready for winter weather, earthquakes and other natural 
disasters? The Eugene Water & Electric Board just launched the 2021 version of 
its “Pledge to Prepare” program, a 12-month blueprint for emergency 
preparedness. Our guest is Jen Connors, who helps spearhead the program for 
EWEB. You sign up at EWEB’s website. Go to eweb.org and search for “Pledge 
to Prepare” or go directly to the program’s webpage at www.eweb.org/outages-
and-safety/preparing-for-emergencies/pledge-to-prepare-campaign Each month 
you’ll receive a newsletter with tips on emergency preparedness, as well as 
suggestions of what to add to your emergency supplies. “Pledge to Prepare” 
organizers know it’s not always easy, practical or affordable to pull together an 
emergency kit all at once. But if you buy and add a few things each month, you’ll 
eventually have a full kit. The idea is to start small with a basic three-day 
preparedness kit, then build it slowly over time. EWEB sends participants a 
monthly email with disaster preparedness tips and suggestions on what to add to 
your emergency stockpile each month. The tips and suggestions are also posted 
on the utility’s website and on social media. The Oregon Office of Emergency 
Management encourages residents to be prepared to be on their own for a 
minimum of two weeks following a disaster. That means storing 14 days of water, 
food, medicine and other supplies. More than 2,300 people have taken the 



Pledge since 2019. On social media, they share tips and photos of their supplies 
based on the monthly recommendations. To help you stay motivated during the 
year, EWEB holds monthly raffles for emergency preparedness supplies. The 
prizes include water storage containers, solar chargers and first aid kits. Anyone 
may join “Pledge to Prepare,”, but you must be an EWEB customer to participate 
in the monthly prize drawings. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: DISASTERS, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNITY, FAMILY, 
SOCIAL SERVICES, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, HEALTH 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 02/28/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Doug Toomey, University of Oregon seismologist, 
Director of the Oregon Hazards Lab. 
Contact information: Douglas Toomey, drt@uoregon.edu  
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
If a major earthquake were about to strike the West Coast, think of what would 
be possible if people had just a few seconds’ or a minute’s notice: You and your 
kids could duck under tables or desks; doctors could pull a scalpel away from a 
surgical patient; factories could shut down critical industrial processes; elevators 
could hold; trains could slow. The ShakeAlert system developed by scientists 
with the U.S. Geological Survey and partners in the West Coast states, including 
at the University of Oregon, debuts in Oregon on March 11. It comes on the tenth 
anniversary of the devastating earthquake in Japan that sent tsunami waves 
across the Pacific Ocean, causing damage and one death in Oregon. 
Coordinators hope to schedule a statewide test of the system this summer. Our 
guest this morning is Doug Toomey, a University of Oregon seismologist who 
heads the Oregon Hazards lab. He talks about how ShakeAlert works, how you 
can receive notifications on your mobile device, and how to prepare if you 
receive that critical few seconds’ notice that an earthquake is about to strike. 
ShakeAlert is already in use in California and coming soon to Washington state 
as the nation's first regional earthquake warning system. The system does not 
predict earthquakes. Rather, it uses numerous seismic stations to detect the start 
of an earthquake and light-speed communications to send the data to computers 
that instantly calculate location, magnitude, intensity of shaking and create alerts 
to—within seconds—notify those who will be affected. Transportation, utility, and 
manufacturing systems are being adapted to automatically slow and halt their 



operations when an alert is received. Oregonians might have enough advance 
warning to duck under tables or desks. The ShakeAlert warnings will be pushed 
through the same wireless notification system that issues Amber Alerts and via 
cellphone apps. If you’re searching in your Android or Apple store, look for an 
app called called “QuakeAlertUSA” or any with the phrase “powered by 
ShakeAlert” in the app information. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH, FAMILY, COMMUNITY, SOCIAL 
SERVICES  
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TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
This is Problem Gambling Awareness Month in Oregon. A longtime Lane County 
expert on problem gambling last year took the helm at with a statewide 
organization that works to reduce the addiction and expand treatment options. 
Julie Hynes is the executive director with the Oregon Council on Problem 
Gambling. She has close to two decades of experience with the issue, including 
16 years administering Lane County’s nationally award-winning problem 
gambling prevention program. Hynes also serves on the National Council on 
Problem Gambling’s board of directors. This morning on Community Forum, she 
talks about how the pandemic has aggravated the issue for many problem 
gamblers and those who care about them because it has led to isolation as those 
with addictions spent more time gambling online and out of sight at home. The 
line between what is and is not Problem Gambling is increasingly blurred: It’s not 
just casinos and card tables. For many, gambling is the app on their phone or 
placing bets on Fantasy Sports Leagues. Many online video games have gaming 
aspects as players often use real-world money to buy special in-game items. For 
most people, gambling is something done for fun and recreation: a lottery ticket, 
bingo, a sporting event, a few video lottery plays. The majority of Oregonians 
gamble with little or no adverse consequences; they are “social gamblers.” But 
for some, gambling becomes a problem–uncontrollable, destroying families, 
friendships, finances and hopes. For some, it leads to poor health, even suicide. 
Oregon offers free treatment, both in-patient and outpatient options, as well as a 



regular online and by-phone Help Center. The Oregon Council on Problem 
Gambling’s website is www.oregoncpg.org Help for gambling problems is free for 
Oregonians, and can be accessed via 24-hour helpline, 1-877-MY-LIMIT, or 
online at www.opgr.org 
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Name, Title, Organization: Chris Havel, Oregon Parks & Recreation 
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TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
Close to one year ago, Oregon State Parks staff were closing properties across 
the state as the pandemic arrived and cases spread. Twelve months later, staff 
are preparing campgrounds for a more “normal” Spring Break and summer 
camping season. It hasn’t been easy: Revenues tanked during the closures. 
Some parks in Central Oregon and the Cascades were damaged by September’s 
wildfires. Last month’s ice storms damaged campgrounds in parts of the northern 
Willamette Valley and the Columbia Gorge. This morning on Community Forum, 
we chat with Chris Havel of the Oregon Parks & Recreation Department about 
the changes and improvements in the works and the challenges of long-range 
planning during the pandemic. Oregon State Parks get the bulk of their revenue 
from day-use and camping fees and the Oregon Lottery. But although the system 
is facing an estimated $20 million drop in revenue for the two-year period ending 
June 30, nearly all state parks are open or will be in the next few months, 
including those parks that will reopen after their usual seasonal closures. Two 
state parks campground remain on hold while staff evaluate last year’s wildfire 
damage: Collier Memorial State Park of Highway 97 near Chiloquin and Detroit 
Lake State Park off Highway 22 in the Cascades. Staff are waiting for the snow 
to melt at Collier before they finish their damage assessment. Detroit Lake State 
Park remains closed for now, but the Mongold Day-use Area and boat launch are 
open while repairs continue elsewhere. Oregon State Parks officials say 
overnight camping rates will remain the same as last year, except for a $3 
increase for electric hookup and full hookup sites in many popular campgrounds 



between May 28 and September 6. The electric hookup rate range will be $24-
$35 and the full hookup range will be $26-$38 per night at more than one dozen 
popular parks. Some pandemic-related changes remain in place for now. That 
includes closure of some group gathering sites and the hiker-biker camping 
areas. If visitors stay in state parks yurts or cabins, the unit remains unoccupied 
for one day so it may be thoroughly cleaned before the next guests arrive. For 
now, yurt and cabin visits in coastal campgrounds also require a two-night 
minimum stay. For more information about Oregon State Parks and 
campgrounds, visit stateparks.oregon.gov  
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GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Eric Richardson, NAACP; Marcy Marshall, 
PeaceHealth Oregon; Halie Cousineau, OSU Extension Services-Lane County. 
Contact information: Eric Richardson: EricR@naacplanecounty.org ; Marcy 
Marshall: MMarshall@peacehealth.org ; Halie Cousineau: Cousineau, Halie 
halie.cousineau@oregonstate.edu  
City and State: Eugene-Springfield, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
Two topics this morning on Community Forum: 

 Looking for an interesting walk on these sunny afternoons? Last month, 
PeaceHealth and the Eugene Marathon partnered to create four guided 
walks as part of their “Strides for Social Justice” initiative. The new app 
was created in honor of Black History Month and officially launched at the 
local chapter of the NAACP’s annual Freedom Fund Dinner. Our guests 
are Eric Richardson from the NAACP Eugene-Springfield Oregon Unit 
#1119 and Marcy Marshall with PeaceHealth Oregon. When you 
download the “Strides for Social Justice” app, you’ll see four walking 
routes that highlight local lives and landmarks. We visited locations 
ranging from the historic Mims Houses on Skinner Butte to the 
neighborhood off Sam Reynolds Street, where some members of the local 
Black community moved after their home were demolished to make way 
for the expanded Ferry Street Bridge. There are murals in West Eugene 
and South Eugene, and sites in the historic Masonic Cemetery. Plus, there 
are fitness exercises you can incorporate into your stop. They’re illustrated 
with photos and short videos. And as a bonus, if you go to PeaceHealth’s 
Facebook page and share a photo of the app on your mobile device, to 



get a free three-month pass for the PeaceHealth Rides bike-sharing 
service. Learn more at www.stridesforsocialjustice.org  

 Almost 38,000 free seed packets are being distributed by the Oregon 
State University Extension Service to Oregonians who show no signs of 
losing the enthusiasm for gardening generated by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The “Grow This!” Oregon Garden Challenge kicked off March 1 
and quickly filled, but you can buy your own seeds and take part in the 
online weekly learning. Halie Cousineau, OSU Extension Food Hero state 
garden education coordinator, is coordinating the effort. The seed packets, 
donated by Bi-Mart, will be packaged into 8,000 seed kits of four different 
plants: one cool-weather vegetable, one warm-weather vegetable, one 
herb or edible flowers and flowers to encourage pollination. The gardening 
challenge, spearheaded by Food Hero, a statewide initiative of the Oregon 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Ed) 
program and was developed by OSU Extension in English and Spanish. It 
expanded from last year, when Cousineau and a few colleagues, 
separated, counted and packaged the seed from 800 seed packets to 
make 14,000 individual baggies to include in 3,500 seed kits. This year, 
leftover seed goes to OSU Extension Master Gardeners Champions, who 
are joining the challenge and will garden along with participants, give 
feedback and tell their stories of growing some of the seeds. The Food 
Hero Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/BeAFoodHero is 
holding weekly office hours when gardeners can ask questions, post 
photos and brag about their accomplishments. Once they harvest their 
produce, gardeners can find more than 300 recipes using vegetables and 
fruits on the Food Hero website at https://foodhero.org/ Children are part 
of the program, too. Beginning April 1, digital lessons will be released 
every Thursday through June 10 when school ends. 
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WEATHER: We dodged Saturday evening’s heavy rains and gusty winds here in 
the southern Willamette Valley—they went north of us. In Eugene-Springfield, 
there was just 0.38” of rainfall with a peak wind gust of 30 mph. But Salem saw 
1.31” of rain and Astoria had a record-breaking 3.20 inches. Winds gusted to 84 
mph at Cape Perpetua and 75 mph on the Yaquina Bay Bridge in Newport. The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report that fire officials in Depoe Bay said Saturday 
that they had been flooded with calls “of concern and panic” after the city 
activated its emergency tsunami sirens to alert residents to a forthcoming high 
wind watch. Some residents and visitors described a state of alarm after the 
sirens began howling. One visitor said she sprinted to her car after hearing the 
sirens sound. “Please reserve the doomsday siren for actual doomsday,” she later 
wrote on Facebook. / SPORTS: In weekend basketball action: Number 11 UCLA 
held off the Number 8 Oregon Women’s Basketball team 73-71 on Sunday, 
snapping the Ducks’ 27-game winning streak. In addition to the longest active 
winning streak in the nation, the Ducks had won 24 straight conference games 
and 22 consecutive games at Matthew Knight Arena. ; The Oregon State 
Women’s Basketball team remains idle on COVID protocol. ; The Oregon Men’s 
Basketball squad beat Stanford on Saturday in Eugene, 73-56. ; The Oregon 
State Men’s Basketball team rallied for a 73-64 win on Saturday over Cal. ; The 
youngest team in the FBS this season, mistake-prone Number 25 Oregon looked 
it in a 34-17 loss to Number 10 Iowa State in the Fiesta Bowl on Saturday. The 
Ducks committed a season-high five turnovers, including a muffed kickoff return, 
had a touchdown negated by a penalty and held the ball for only 17:12. Down 28-
17 at the half, Oregon's six second-half possessions ended punt-fumble-punt-
fumble-punt-interception.  They finished the season 4-3. ; Former Oregon 
quarterback Justin Herbert threw for 302 yards and accounted for four 
touchdowns as the Los Angeles Chargers defeated short-handed Kansas City, 
38-21. Herbert threw for 302 yards and accounted for four touchdowns against a 
team of mostly Kansas City backups. Kansas City was resting some of its 
veterans for the playoffs. Herbert completed his 31st touchdown pass of the 
season, becoming the youngest NFL player to do so. He has rushed for five 
touchdowns this year. Herbert had 380 pass completions this season, also an 
NFL rookie record. / HEALTH: Vaccinations to protect front-line health care 



workers and residents of long-term care facilities are continuing across the state. 
The Oregon Health Authority reports that at least 48,725 people have received 
their first doses. That includes more than 4,100 in Lane County. Oregon officials 
estimate up to 400,000 people could qualify for the first phase of vaccinations, 
known as “Phase 1-A.” That group includes health care workers, nursing home 
and other long-term care facility residents, and first responders. Depending on the 
availability of doses, it could take months to get all of those people vaccinated. ; 
COVID-19 has claimed 10 more lives in Oregon, according to Saturday and 
Sunday updates from state health officials. Oregon’s pandemic death toll topped 
1,500 on Sunday. The Oregon Health Authority also reported more than 1,000 
new confirmed or presumptive coronavirus infections on Saturday and more than 
1,400 on Sunday. Lane County’s pandemic death toll stands at 94. Thirty-eight 
local patients are hospitalized with nine in intensive care. Health experts say 436 
people in Lane County remain infectious and hundreds more are quarantining and 
under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested 
positive for the virus. Amid concerns about a continued post-holiday “surge,” 
analysts say Oregon’s COVID-19 infection numbers jumped more than 20 percent 
last week. ; An Oregon health care worker has been hospitalized after having a 
severe allergic reaction to the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. The Oregon Health 
Authority says the employee at Wallowa Memorial Hospital experienced 
anaphylaxis after receiving a first dose of the vaccine this week. The health 
authority said vaccines for COVID-19 can cause mild to moderate side effects in 
some people. This can include pain and swelling on the arm and sometimes 
fever, chills, tiredness and headache. In rare cases, some people have 
experienced severe allergic reactions. Health officials will continue to track 
adverse reactions. So far, 38,698 doses of the COVID-19 vaccines have been 
administered in Oregon since the week of Dec. 13. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENT: Gov. Kate Brown late last week issued a warning to Oregon 
businesses that defy her executive orders meant to reduce the spread of COVID-
19. She said in a statement Thursday the businesses will face enforcement 
through fines or closure notices. The statement came as some business owners 
around the state with backing from mayors planned to reopen on Jan. 1. East of 
Portland, the city of Sandy’s mayor was encouraging his business owners to 
reopen even though state health officials have deemed Clackamas County and 
23 other counties an “extreme risk” for spreading the coronavirus. The 
designation bans all indoor dining, as well as gym reopenings and indoor 
entertainment. / SAFETY: Eugene police say a 61-year-old man died in Friday 
evening’s crash on River Road south of Howard Avenue at Maynard Avenue. 
Investigators say the man was wearing non-contrasting clothing as he walked in 
darkness and rainy weather. The 41-year-old driver stopped at the scene and 
called 9-1-1. Police say there is no indication of driver impairment. Officials are 
not releasing the victim’s name until the family is able to notify other relatives and 
close friends. ; Eugene Police continue to investigate the New Year’s morning 
fatal crash involving a single vehicle on Highway 99-North at Fairfield Avenue. It 
happened after 7:00 a.m. when the vehicle struck a crosswalk pole, killing the 41-
year-old male passenger and sending the 49-year-old male driver to the hospital. 
Police have not yet released the names of the two men. Moments before the 
crash, investigators say the vehicle was traveling northbound at a high rate of 
speed. / CRIME, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: Police in Salem used “flash bangs” 



to separate opposing groups of protesters Friday afternoon. Authorities had 
declared an unlawful assembly and Salem Police said they arrested three people, 
including 31-year-old Robert Davis of Springfield for Disorderly Conduct. Police 
said the rally against COVID-19 mandates put on by the group “Oregon Women 
For Trump” took place at the State Capitol and a few hundred people marched 
through the rain to the governor’s residence. Around 4 p.m., investigators said a 
group of right-wing protesters were returning to the state Capitol when they 
encountered a group of counter protesters. Officers from Oregon State Police and 
the Salem Police say they intervened before the sides could clash. ; Portland 
Mayor Ted Wheeler promised to hold violent demonstrators accountable in a 
press conference hosted after two straight days of vandalization and clashes with 
police. Wheeler said Friday that he would organize a meeting with law 
enforcement to determine a response to “anarchist violence” in the city. Police 
say some in a crowd of 80-100 demonstrators launched fireworks at a federal 
courthouse and sent projectiles at police officers. Wheeler called for the Oregon 
Legislature to pass a bill to increase penalties for those who repeatedly vandalize 
property. He also said that state lawmakers may need to change laws to afford 
the city government more surveillance abilities, though he provided no specifics 
when pressed for details. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: The New Year brought 
with it a big increase in taxes on cigarettes and other tobacco products here in 
Oregon, along with new tax on vaping and e-cigarette products. The changes 
were approved in November by Oregon voters as part of Measure 108. Among 
the updates: The state tax on cigarettes increased by $2, to $3.33 per 20-
cigarette pack. For packs of 25, the tax increased by $2.50. The cap on the 
wholesale tax on cigars was raised by $1 to $1.50 each. E-cigarettes and vaping 
products are being taxed for the first time at 65 percent of their wholesale 
purchase price. The e-cigarette and vaping tax does not apply to smoking 
cessation products or cannabis products. The increases bring Oregon in line with 
other West Coast states. Oregon’s cigarette taxes in 2020 ranked 32nd in the 
nation. Ninety percent of the new tax revenue goes to the Oregon Health Plan 
and other medical assistance programs that are eligible for federal matching 
funds. The remaining ten percent goes to state smoking prevention and smoking 
cessation programs. Health experts say taxing e-cigarettes for the first time helps 
reduce teenage vaping. According to the Oregon Health Authority, between 2017 
and 2019 our state saw an 80 percent increase in young people who vape. In a 
survey, one in four high school students admitted they have vaped. Analysts also 
point to national studies which found that young people who vape are three times 
more likely than their non-vaping peers to take up smoking. State health officials 
estimate 8,000 Oregonians die each year from smoking-related causes—all of 
which experts say are preventable deaths. They say smoking costs Oregonians 
$1.5 (b)billion per year in unnecessary health care expenses. / ELECTIONS, 
POLITICS: U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden says he’s seeking reelection in 2022, ending 
speculation that Oregon’s senior senator might retire and pave the way for a 
crowded lineup of potential replacements. Wyden told Oregon Public 
Broadcasting that he believes he has more work to do in Washington D.C. 
 Wyden holds several key positions in Congress, including on the Senate 
Intelligence Committee. Should Democrats regain control of the Senate this 
month, Wyden is in line to chair the powerful Senate Finance Committee. Wyden 
said the racial justice protests of 2020 changed the way he thinks about his job. / 



RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT, WILDFIRE RECOVERY: The new year has 
brought a new beginning for some of the most famous trails in the Columbia River 
Gorge.  Eagle Creek Trail, the iconic pathway that passes waterfalls and steep 
cliff edges, reopened Friday after 2017 wildfire damage kept it closed for more 
than three years. The epicenter of the 49,000-acre Eagle Creek Fire, the trail is 
open for its entire length, from the trailhead near Cascade Locks to Wahtum 
Lake.  It wasn’t the only high-profile pathway to reopen in the Gorge. Other trails 
that reopened include Wahclella Falls and the Larch Mountain Trail between 
Multnomah Falls and Wahkeena Falls. / HEALTH: The COVID-19 death toll in the 
United States has surpassed 350,000 as experts anticipate another surge in 
coronavirus cases and deaths stemming from holiday gatherings over Christmas 
and New Year’s. Data compiled by Johns Hopkins University shows the U.S. 
passed the threshold early Sunday. It is expected to surpass 352,000 later today. 
More than 20 million people in the country have been infected. The U.S. has 
begun using two coronavirus vaccines to protect health care workers and nursing 
home residents and staff, but the rollout of the inoculation program has been 
criticized as being slow and chaotic. Multiple states have reported a record 
number of cases over the past few days, including North Carolina and Arizona. 
Mortuary owners in hard-hit Southern California say they’re being inundated with 
bodies and many have run out of refrigerated storage space. One funeral home is 
averaging six times its normal rate, or about 30 body removals a day. / 
FINANCES: Crossing a few financial tasks off your list first thing in 2021 can put 
you in a better position for the coming year, no matter what lies ahead. Among 
the things you can do: Get ready to file taxes as early as possible. That helps you 
thwart refund-stealing scammers and gives you more time to prepare if you owe 
money. Related to that, by checking your withholding, you can avoid a tax 
surprise next year. Also consider ratcheting up retirement contributions, doing an 
audit of your 2020 spending and automating charitable donations. Finally, start 
spending down your medical flexible spending account. /  
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HEALTH: State health officials say nine people yesterday received their second 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine. It was good news on a day when federal and state 
officials spoke frankly about the slow rollout of vaccines across the country and 
pledged to speed the pace. As vaccinations to protect front-line health care 
workers and residents of long-term care facilities continued across the state, the 
Oregon Health Authority reported that more than 2,500 doses were administered 
yesterday. That brought the state’s total of those receiving at least their first doses 
to 51,275. More than 4,300 of those are in Lane County. / GOVERNMENT, 
HEALTH: Calling for “all hands on deck,” Oregon Governor Kate Brown on 
Monday told state health officials to find ways to roll out COVID-19 vaccinations 
more quickly. The state has received close to 200,000 vaccine doses but has 
administered only about a quarter of those on-hand. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive reports that makes Oregon among the slowest to vaccinate 
nationwide. Brown says all states are grappling with the same logistical 
challenges and that Oregon is making steady progress. But she says it’s 
important to move quickly because the vaccines can save lives. Some officials 
say the holidays, vacations, and lower staffing levels contributed to the slowdown. 
The governor set a target for the Oregon Health Authority to in two weeks 
increase the statewide rate of vaccinations to 12,000 per day, urging agency 
leaders to expand county and local partnerships to reach that goal. Oregon 
officials estimate up to 400,000 people could qualify for the first phase of 
vaccinations, known as “Phase 1-A.” That group includes health care workers, 
nursing home and other long-term care facility residents, and first responders. 
Depending on the availability of doses, it could take months to get all those 
people vaccinated. / HEALTH: COVID-19 has claimed six more lives in Oregon, 
according to state health officials. The Oregon Health Authority also reported 728 
new confirmed or presumptive coronavirus infections. The state report included 
details on Lane County’s most recent coronavirus death, an 83-year-old woman 
who tested positive on December 23 and was hospitalized when she died on New 
Year’s Day. Lane County’s pandemic death toll stands at 94. Twenty-eight local 
patients are hospitalized, which is down from the weekend, but seven of those 
people remain in intensive care. County experts yesterday said 418 local 
residents are currently infectious. Another 580 are quarantining and under 
monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for 



the virus. / SPORTS, HEALTH: More game postponements for the Oregon State 
University Women’s Basketball team, who have already postponed two games 
related to COVID. Not a lot of detail but there was work yesterday that the OSU 
Women are postponing two more games—this weekend’s contests versus 
Stanford or Cal. ; A drop out of the Top Ten for the Oregon Women’s Basketball 
team after Sunday’s loss to UCLA. The Duck women now are Number 11 in the 
Associated Press standings. Oregon visits Number One Stanford on Friday in a 
game that will be broadcast starting at 11:30 a.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. ; The 
Stanford men’s basketball team beat Oregon State 81-71 yesterday. ; The NCAA 
says this year’s men’s college basketball tournament will be played entirely in 
Indiana. Games will be played on two courts inside Lucas Oil Stadium, home to 
the NFL's Indianapolis Colts. Bankers Life Fieldhouse, Hinkle Fieldhouse, Indiana 
Farmers Coliseum, Mackey Arena at Purdue and Assembly Hall in Bloomington 
also will host games. Early round dates have not been set, but the Final Four is 
still scheduled for April 3. A similar announcement is expected for the women's 
tournament, with San Antonio considered the likely host site. Last March, the 
pandemic forced both tournaments to be called off. / SAFETY: Eugene Police 
yesterday released the names of the victims of the New Year’s morning fatal 
crash involving a single vehicle on Highway 99-North at Fairfield Avenue. The 
vehicle struck a crosswalk pole, killing the passenger, 41-year-old Mikel Steven 
Johnson of Eugene, and sending the driver, 41-year-old Geoffrey Dwayne 
Gibson, to the hospital. He remains there, recovering from his injuries. The cause 
of the crash remains under investigation. Police say that moments leading up to it, 
the vehicle was traveling northbound at a high rate of speed. ; Eugene Police 
today released the names of those involved in Friday evening’s crash on River 
Road south of Howard Avenue at Maynard Avenue. Investigators say 61-year-old 
Tony Curtis Lockhart of Eugene died from his injuries. Investigators said the man 
was wearing non-contrasting clothing as he walked in darkness and rainy 
weather. The 41-year-old driver, John Charles Louis Mason of Cottage Grove, 
stopped at the scene and called 9-1-1. Police say there is no indication of driver 
impairment. / CRIME, YOUTH: She had dark hair and dark eyes but still has no 
name. Oregon State Police yesterday released a forensic artist’s sketch of the 
face of a young girl whose remains were discovered last month along the Van 
Duzer Forest State Scenic Corridor in the Coast Range of Lincoln County. 
Investigators are asking anyone who knows about the child or how she died to 
contact them. Experts believe the girl was between the ages of 6 and 10. They 
say she stood between three-foot-ten and four-foot-six inches tall and had long 
dark brown or black hair. DNA analysis is being conducted to determine her race 
or ethnic origin. The child’s remains were found December 10 near a rest area 
and scenic viewpoint off Oregon Highway 18 midway between Grande Ronde and 
Otis. Based on the condition of the remains, it’s believed the girl had been dead at 
least 30 days before she was discovered.  Authorities say they do not have any 
reports of missing children that match the girl’s description. They say if you have 
any information that might help investigators in identifying the child, please call 
800-442-0776 or *OSP (*677). / CRIME, RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: They 
shared details about Oregon’s marine life, shorebirds, history and more. But now 
only concrete bases and exposed bolts remain. Oregon State Police say thieves 
stole a number of interpretive signs from state parks along the Oregon Coast 
between Newport and Depoe Bay. The two-foot by three-foot displays alone with 



their metal bases were taken sometime between December 24 and December 30 
from Fogarty Creek State Park, Otter Crest Scenic Viewpoint, Boiler Bay Scenic 
Viewpoint, and Devils Punchbowl State Natural Area. The Oregon State Police is 
investigating the thefts and requests anyone with information to contact them. Call 
the Oregon State Police Northern Command Center: 1-800-442-0776. Leave 
information for Detective Brian Eskridge. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: The start of 
Winter Term looks a lot like Fall Term at the University of Oregon, Oregon State 
University, and Lane Community College: Mostly remote and online courses with 
limited in-person instruction. Campus leaders made the decisions several months 
ago as new COVID-19 cases continued to surge across Oregon, and Lane and 
Benton counties. Now, the state is dealing with the surge from Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Most classes are being delivered entirely online. Some will include 
online interaction during scheduled class periods. A limited number of courses will 
include in-person instruction with pandemic precautions in place. That includes 
reduced class sizes, increased classroom airflow, required wearing of masks, and 
physical distancing. Those offerings include things like lab sessions, studio or 
creative classes, physical education, and the like. Tuition and fees are the same 
as Fall Term. As was the case during Fall Term, many buildings and classroom 
spaces at the U-of-O, OSU, and LCC will be open to the campus community but 
will remain closed to members of the public. At the University of Oregon and 
Oregon State, the relatively small number of students living in the residence halls 
are being tested as they return from holiday break. Testing for UO students who 
need to be on campus is taking place by appointment today, Thursday and Friday 
at McArthur Court. The U-of-O plans to resume offering community testing next 
week. / POLITICS, GOVERNMENT, AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT, CRIME: 
The federal government has proposed awarding grazing allotments to an Oregon 
ranching family whose members were convicted of arson in a court battle that 
triggered the takeover of a federal wildlife refuge by right-wing extremists. The 
Dec. 31 action by the Bureau of Land Management in favor of Hammond 
Ranches angered environmental groups. Steven Hammond, co-owner of the 
ranch, and his father, Dwight, were both convicted of arson for setting fire to 
range land and sent to prison for mandatory five-year sentences. That led to the 
2016 armed occupation of Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in Oregon for 41 
days. One occupier was fatally shot by Oregon State Police after investigators 
said he reached for a pistol at a roadblock. President Trump pardoned the 
Hammonds in 2018, allowing them to be freed from federal prison. In a proposed 
decision made on Dec. 31, the BLM said Hammond Ranches should be 
apportioned all available forage in the Bridge Creek area grazing allotments in the 
high desert of eastern Oregon, covering about 26,000 acres. The federal agency 
cited the Hammonds’, quote, “extensive historic use of these allotments, past 
proper use of rangeland resources, a high level of general need, and advantages 
conferred by topography.” But in 2014, when Barack Obama was president, the 
BLM denied Hammond Ranches, Inc. a grazing permit renewal, saying it, quote, 
“does not have a satisfactory record of performance” and cited numerous 
incidents of arson. At the Hammonds’ trial, witnesses testified that a 2001 arson 
occurred shortly after Steven Hammond and his hunting party illegally 
slaughtered deer on BLM property. One said Steven Hammond handed out 
matches with instructions to, quote, “light up the whole country.” The jury also 
convicted Steven Hammond for a 2006 blaze. Western Watersheds Project and 



WildEarth Guardians said they plan to protest the proposed decision. The group’s 
executive director, Erik Molvar, says, quote, “Giving the permit to the Hammonds 
shows a flagrant disregard for the rule of law ... and is clearly a political move 
rather than a responsible allocation of public lands.” / ENVIRONMENT, 
AGRICULTURE, GOVERNMENT: On Monday, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
formally removed most gray wolves in the lower 48 from the Endangered Species 
List. That means state agencies, including the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, are now in charge of managing the statewide wolf population. Wolves 
began to re-establish themselves in Oregon in the 2000s. And while parts of 
Eastern Oregon were delisted in 2011, all wolves west of there, from Central 
Oregon to the coast, remained protected by the Endangered Species listing. 
While wolves in Oregon remain protected under the state’s Wolf Conservation 
and Management Plan, the state’s wolf count has grown from 14 wolves in 2009 
to 158 at the end of 2019. The 2020 count is underway and updated numbers will 
be available next year. How will wolf management change in Oregon? Officials 
say wolves remain protected throughout the state. Hunting and trapping of wolves 
remain prohibited statewide. But with federal delisting, lethal control could be 
allowed in situations where wolves make chronic attacks on livestock and non-
lethal measures have been unsuccessful. Still, a number of criteria first would 
need to be met. Oregon Department of Agriculture continues to provide financial 
assistance for livestock producers to implement non-lethal measures in areas with 
wolves and compensation for livestock killed or injured by wolves. The rules 
guiding lethal removal of wolves were finalized, in part, as a result of a 2013 legal 
settlement between Cascadia Wildlands, Oregon Wild, the Center for Biological 
Diversity, ODFW and the Oregon Cattlemen’s Association. / WILDFIRE 
RECOVERY, HOUSING: Federal officials are starting to build a temporary 
housing site for residents in Linn and Marion county who lost everything in the 
2020 wildfires. KOIN-TV reports the Mill City site will hold up to 16 temporary 
housing units, according to the Federal Emergency Management Association. 
FEMA officials said Monday they are performing utility work on the site before the 
mobile homes arrive. Media relations specialist for FEMA, La-Tanga Hopes, says 
the homes are expected to arrive in Mill City in three to four weeks. In Oregon, 
250 families have been approved to receive FEMA Direct Temporary Housing but 
that number has decreased as many households have found alternate temporary 
or permanent housing on their own. /  
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COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT: A reminder that Eugene Public Works 
Maintenance crews began their second round of leaf pick-up this week. If they’ve 
not already been through your neighborhood during the past couple of days, you 
may place any remaining leaves curbside for pickup. Leaf collection and delivery 
season is expected to be completed by Friday, January 22, weather permitting. 
During Round One, Eugene crews collected more than 9,700 cubic yards of 
leaves. Eugene Public Works also has a Leaf Delivery Program for those needing 
additional compost for their yards/ They delivered nearly 8,000 cubic yards of 
leaves to homes and community gardens for reuse. The rest were taken to local 
recycling companies. Stormwater user fees help fund leaf collection and delivery. 
The collection program prevents leaves from clogging storm drains and helps 
ensure clean runoff. Decaying leaves can reduce oxygen in river waters, harming 
fish. For more information on leaf collection and delivery season go to eugene-
or.gov/leaf / HEALTH: Oregon health officials had a goal of administering 100,000 
coronavirus vaccines by the end of 2020, but as of Tuesday had only 
administered a bit more than 55,000. That includes 4,760 in Lane County. Gov. 
Kate Brown this week set a new goal, telling leaders of the Oregon Health 
Authority to reach to 12,000 vaccinations per day within the next two weeks. 
Oregon Health Authority Director Patrick Allen told reporters in yesterday’s media 
briefing that the plan is to expand the number of vaccine sites and add some of 
the next-in-line Phase 1-A priority groups to the list of those currently eligible. For 
the past two-plus weeks, health care workers and residents and staff in nursing 
homes and other long-term care facilities has access to the vaccines. But 
effective this week, Oregon Health Authority also will offer vaccinations to hospice 
programs, mobile crisis care, outpatient settings serving specific high-risk group, 
in-home care services, non-emergency medical transport, health care providers in 
other outpatient, and public health workers. In addition, people eligible for the 
vaccine will be able to receive it at retail pharmacies and the federal pharmacy 
partnerships to vaccinate more nursing home staff and residents is being 
expanded. According to data from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Oregon currently ranks 36th in the nation in vaccine distribution, with 
1.2 percent of the state's population having been vaccinated. Yesterday’s vaccine 
numbers included 317 people receiving their second doses. Oregon officials 
estimate up to 400,000 people could qualify for the first phase of vaccinations, 



known as “Phase 1-A.” That group includes health care workers, nursing home 
and other long-term care facility residents, and first responders. Depending on the 
availability of doses, it could take months to get all those people vaccinated. ; 
COVID-19 has claimed 44 more lives in Oregon, according to state health 
officials. The Oregon Health Authority also reported 1,059 new confirmed or 
presumptive coronavirus infections. The state’s report includes details on Lane 
County’s most recently confirmed coronavirus death: a 69-year-old from the 
Eugene-Springfield area who tested positive on November 14 and died at their 
residence on December 20. Lane County’s pandemic death toll stands at 95. 
Officials reported 61 new infections yesterday. Thirty-five local patients are 
hospitalized, which is up by seven from the day before. Six of those people are in 
intensive care. County experts yesterday said 401 local residents are currently 
infectious. Another 603 are quarantining and under monitoring because they were 
exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. ; With so many people 
staying close to home, the flu season got off to a bit of a slow start. But Lane 
County Public Health officials said yesterday that they are seeing cases pop up, 
including in some long-term care facilities. And in a first, they’ve received a report 
of the first person with dual infections of influenza and COVID-19. That poses a 
big health risk to patients, since both viruses attack the respiratory system. And 
for months across the U.S., health officials have encouraged Americans to get 
their flu vaccines to head off a possible “twindemic” of influenza and the 
coronavirus. County officials say it’s hard to get an accurate sense of the spread 
of influenza since they don’t see real-time testing the way they do for COVID. 
They usually only see reports of flu cases when someone is seen at an 
emergency department, is admitted to a hospital, or is a pediatric death. / 
HEALTH, SPORTS: Officials with Oregon State Athletics said yesterday the OSU 
Men’s Basketball team is pausing its activities because of recent COVID-19 
testing results. That postpones today’s game at Utah and Saturday’s game at 
Colorado. The OSU Women’s Basketball squad has been on pause since before 
Christmas and postponed last weekend’s games with UCLA and USC for similar 
reasons. Earlier this week, officials announced the OSU Women’s upcoming 
contests against Cal and Stanford also are on hold. / CRIME: The good news is 
police do not think anyone was wounded and there was no major property 
damage. But two men are under arrest after multiple shots were fired from a 
vehicle late last night in the area of 7th Street and Hayden Bridge Road in 
Springfield. It happened shortly before midnight, when officers with the Springfield 
Police observed multiple gun shots coming from a gray minivan. They believed a 
drive-by shooting had just occurred and attempted to stop the van, but the driver 
left at a high rate of speed, prompting a police pursuit. The van sustained damage 
during the pursuit and came to an abrupt stop in the intersection of 5th and ‘T’ 
Streets, where two men fled on foot and two others were arrested at the vehicle. 
As officers chased the other two, they say one of the suspects threw a handgun 
over a fence. It was quickly recovered, and the two fleeing suspects were 
arrested. Investigators say a second handgun was recovered from inside the 
vehicle along with cocaine and other drug-related materials. They say they also 
collected as evidence numerous spent casings. So far, two suspects have been 
charged: 19-year-old Jaisi Tavin Savath of Springfield is charged with Unlawful 
Use of a Weapon, and delivery and possession of cocaine. 21-year-old Nico 
Antonio Couturier of Springfield is charged with Attempting to Elude. They were 



taken to the Lane County Jail. The investigation is continuing, and police say if 
you have additional information on the case, they would like to hear from you. Call 
the Springfield Police Department at 541-726-3714. ; A 44-year-old Springfield 
man is facing charges of Attempted Murder, Assault, Menacing, and Criminal 
Mischief after seriously injuring his elderly mother and threatening his uncle last 
night in a dispute over money he claimed he was owed. Investigators say Randy 
Morfew menaced his mother at her unit in a mobile home park in the 4400 block 
of Daisy Street, making her fear for her safety. As he left her residence with a 
knife, police say he made threats against his uncle, who resides in a nearby 
trailer, and broke several windows on the uncle’s residence before fleeing on foot. 
Later last night, a neighbor called police saying Morphew had returned to his 
mother’s residence, that they could hear screaming, and believed he was 
assaulting her. When officers arrived, they say Morphew was standing on the 
steps of the mobile home covering in blood and yelling that he hoped his mother 
had died. She emerged from the trailer, seriously injured, and was taken to a 
hospital for treatment. Police say she sustained multiple fractures and lacerations 
and an internal brain bleed. Springfield Police say if you have any additional 
information on the incident, they would like to hear from you. / CRIME, POLITICS, 
GOVERNMENT: A Portland man is accused of pepper-spraying six Salem and 
state police officers while breaking into the Oregon State Capitol during an anti-
mask protest. The Statesman Journal reports Chandler Pappas sprayed a line of 
officers in the face while he and about 50 others tried to break into the the Capitol 
on Dec. 21, according to Marion County Deputy District Attorney Drew Anderson. 
Anderson says Pappas was armed with an AR-15 and the incident was captured 
by police cameras. Pappas is being held in the Marion County jail on $250,000 
bail. It wasn't immediately known if he has a lawyer. / TRANSPORTATION, 
CRIME: A woman is facing charges after attacking another woman on a Spirit 
Airlines flight at Portland International Airport on Sunday because the woman's 
kids had kicked the back of her seat. The Oregonian/OregonLive reports after the 
flight landed, Daydrena Jaslin Walker-Williams pulled her luggage from an 
overhead bin then punched passenger Nataly Hernandez several times, leaving 
Hernandez with a bleeding lip and lumps on her head, according to a probable-
cause affidavit. The complaint shows Walker-Williams said she hit Hernandez 
after Hernandez ignored her when she asked her to tell her kids to stop it and 
Hernandez hit her on the shoulder. / TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: Time is 
running out for emotional-support animals on airline flights. American Airlines said 
Tuesday that it will ban companion animals gradually by Feb. 1. Alaska Airlines is 
taking a similar step starting later this month. As required by federal rules, 
passengers with a trained service dog will still be allowed to bring the dog on 
board at no extra charge. But owners of other pets, including untrained 
companion animals, will have to pay a fee. They'll also have to put their animal in 
the cargo hold or a kennel that fits underneath a seat in the cabin — no more 
letting pets sit at their owner's feet. / GOVERNMENT, WILDLIFE: The Trump 
administration finalized changes to a century-old law protecting most American 
wild bird species, despite warnings that billions of birds could die as a result. A 
U.S. District Court judge in August had blocked the administration’s prior attempt 
to change how the Migratory Bird Treaty Act is enforced. But urged on by industry 
groups, the Trump administration has remained adamant that the act has been 
wielded inappropriately for decades to penalize companies when birds land in oil 



pits or collide with power lines. More than 1,000 species are covered under the 
law. Conservationists said they'll push President-elect Joe Biden to reverse 
Tuesday's move by Trump's Interior Department. /  
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GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, CRIME: Congress confirmed Democrat Joe Biden as 
the presidential election winner early today after a violent mob loyal to President 
Trump stormed the U.S. Capitol in a stunning attempt to overturn America’s 
presidential election, undercut the nation’s democracy, and keep Trump in the 
White House. Lawmakers said they were resolved to complete the Electoral 
College tally in a display to the country and to the world. They said their action 
showed the nation’s enduring commitment to uphold the will of the voters and the 
peaceful transfer of power. They pushed through the night with tensions high and 
the nation’s capital on alert.  Vice President Mike Pence, presiding over the joint 
session, announced the tally. Trump, who had repeatedly refused to concede the 
election, said in a statement immediately after the vote that there will be a smooth 
transition of power on Inauguration Day. The Capitol was under siege 
Wednesday, as the nation’s elected representatives scrambled to crouch under 
desks and don gas masks while police futilely tried to barricade the building, one 
of the most jarring scenes ever to unfold in a seat of American political power. 
Protesters fought past police and breached the building, shouting and waving 
Trump and American flags as they marched through the halls, many without 
masks during the pandemic. Lawmakers were told to duck under their seats to 
take cover and put on gas masks after tear gas was used in the Capitol Rotunda. 
Some House lawmakers tweeted they were sheltering in place in their offices. 
Alert staff members grabbed the boxes of Electoral College votes as the 
evacuation took place. Oregon U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley shared that news on 
social media, saying if the ballots had not been rescued from the Senate floor the 
mob would likely would have burned them. One woman was shot and killed inside 
the Capitol. Police said she was part of a crowd that was breaking down the doors 
to a barricaded room where armed officers stood on the other side. The woman 
was shot in the chest by Capitol Police and taken to a hospital where she was 
pronounced dead. City police said three other people died from medical 
emergencies during the long protest on and around the Capitol grounds. 
Washington, D.C.’s, mayor instituted an evening curfew in an attempt to contain 
the violence. Pentagon officials said about 1,100 District of Columbia National 
Guard members were being mobilized to help support law enforcement at the 
Capitol. Dozens of people were arrested. The rioters were egged on by Trump, 
who has spent weeks falsely attacking the integrity of the election and had urged 



his supporters to descend on Washington to protest Congress’ formal approval of 
Biden’s victory. Some Republican lawmakers were in the midst of raising 
objections to the results on his behalf when the proceedings were abruptly halted 
by the mob. Together, the protests and the GOP election objections amounted to 
an almost unthinkable challenge to American democracy and exposed the depths 
of the divisions that have coursed through the country during Trump’s four years 
in office. Though the efforts to block Biden from being sworn in on Jan. 20 were 
sure to fail, the support Trump received for his efforts to overturn the election 
results have badly strained the nation’s democratic tradition. When Congress 
reconvened in the evening, lawmakers spoke harshly of the protests that defaced 
the Capitol and vowed to finish confirming the Electoral College vote for Biden’s 
election, even if it took all night.  Vice President Pence reopened the Senate and 
directly addressed the demonstrators by saying, quote, “You did not win.” 
Republican Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell bluntly called it a “failed 
insurrection” and underscored lawmakers’ duty to finish the count. Democratic 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Congress would show the world “what America 
is made of” with the outcome. The president gave his supporters a boost into 
action Wednesday morning at a rally outside the White House, where he urged 
them to march to the Capitol. He spent much of the afternoon in his private dining 
room off the Oval Office watching scenes of the violence on television. At the 
urging of his staff, he reluctantly issued a pair of tweets and a taped video telling 
his supporters it was time to “go home in peace” — yet he still said he backed 
their cause and that he loved them. Hours later, Twitter for the first time locked 
Trump’s account, demanded that he remove tweets excusing violence and 
threatened “permanent suspension.” Facebook took similar action. A somber 
President-elect Biden, two weeks away from being inaugurated, said American 
democracy was “under unprecedented assault.” That sentiment was echoed by 
many in Congress, including many Republicans. Former President George W. 
Bush said he watched the events in “disbelief and dismay.” The domed Capitol 
building has for centuries been the scene of protests and occasional violence. But 
Wednesday’s events were particularly astounding both because they unfolded at 
least initially with the implicit blessing of the president and because of the 
underlying goal of overturning the results of a free and fair presidential election. In 
the aftermath of the siege, several Republicans announced they would drop their 
objections to the election, including Sen. Kelly Loeffler, R-Ga., who lost her bid for 
reelection Tuesday. The mob’s storming of Congress prompted outrage, mostly 
from Democrats but from some key Republicans as well, as lawmakers accused 
Trump of fomenting the violence with his relentless falsehoods about election 
fraud.  Several suggested that Trump be prosecuted for a crime or even removed 
under the Constitution’s 25th Amendment, but that seemed unlikely two weeks 
before his term expires. Under normal circumstances, the Electoral College vote-
tallying procedure would be a mere formality — the final step in the complicated 
technical process of electing a new administration. But after losing court case 
after court case and with no further options at hand, Trump and his allies had 
zeroed in on January 6 as their last-ditch chance to try to influence the outcome. 
They spent days in a futile bid trying to convince Pence that the vice president 
had the power to reject electors from battleground states that voted for Biden, 
even though the Constitution makes clear the vice president’s role in the joint 
session is largely ceremonial, much like a master of ceremonies. Despite Trump’s 



repeated claims of voter fraud, election officials and his own former attorney 
general have said there were no problems on a scale that would change the 
outcome. Republican and Democratic officials in all 50 states have certified their 
results as fair and accurate. Overnight, both the House and Senate soundly 
rejected an objection to election results from Arizona and another from 
Pennsylvania. Other objections to results from Georgia, Michigan, Nevada and 
Wisconsin fizzled. Still, most House Republicans supported the objections.  ; 
President Donald Trump for the first time acknowledged his defeat in the Nov. 3 
election and announced there would be an “orderly transition on January 20th” 
after Congress concluded the electoral vote count early today certifying 
President-elect Joe Biden’s victory. Trump’s acknowledgement came after a day 
of chaos and destruction on Capitol Hill as a mob of his supporters stormed the 
Capitol building and unleashed unprecedented scenes of mayhem as it tried to 
halt the peaceful transition of power. Members of Congress were forced into 
hiding, offices were ransacked, and the formal congressional tally halted for more 
than six hours. The statement was the first time Trump formally acknowledged his 
loss after spending the last two months refusing to concede and lobbing baseless 
alleging of widespread voter fraud, even though his own Justice Department, 
federal courts and state governments have said repeatedly the vote was carried 
out freely and fairly. ; President-elect Joe Biden called Wednesday for the 
restoration of “simple decency” as the mob incited by his predecessor stormed 
the U.S. Capitol and delayed Congress from certifying the results of November’s 
election. Biden had planned to deliver a speech focused on how to revive the 
economy and provide financial relief for small-business owners reeling from the 
coronavirus pandemic. But shortly before he was to begin speaking from his 
home state of Delaware, demonstrators broke into the Capitol building, reaching 
as far as the Senate floor.  Biden said, quote, “Our democracy is under 
unprecedented assault unlike anything we’ve seen in modern times,” adding that 
the violent and chaotic events were, quote, “an assault on the rule of law.” He 
called on the mob to pull back and allow democracy to go forward. Biden sought 
to project calm, saying that the deeply divided country can come together. He 
returned to themes that were a centerpiece of his presidential campaign, including 
finding common political ground. And he pledged to be president for all 
Americans, even those who did not vote for him.  But Biden also expressed shock 
and outrage, saying what happened at the Capitol was not decent, it was chaos. 
Biden stopped short of accusing President Trump of treason but said what 
happened “borders on sedition.” He added that, quote, “The words of a president 
matter, no matter how good or bad that president is.” Biden said, quote, “At their 
best, the words of a president can inspire. At their worst, they can incite.” Biden 
also called on Trump to, quote, “fulfil his oath and defend the Constitution.” After 
concluding his remarks, the president-elect answered a journalist’s question 
about whether he was worried about his safety on Inauguration Day in 
Washington, D.C., on Jan. 20. He said, quote, “I am not concerned about my 
safety, security or the inauguration,” adding that, quote, “The American people 
are going to stand up, stand up now. Enough is enough.” ; Oregon State Police 
declared an unlawful assembly and at least one person was arrested at the state 
Capitol Wednesday afternoon as hundreds of supporters of President Donald 
Trump gathered. Police in riot gear were trying to get people - many of whom 
were armed - to leave. The pro-Trump crowd was touting repeated unfounded 



allegations of election fraud and it came the same day pro-Trump protesters 
stormed the U.S. Capitol. Authorities said one person had been arrested for 
harassment and disorderly conduct. ; Protesters backing President Donald Trump 
massed outside statehouses from Georgia to New Mexico on Wednesday, 
leading some officials to evacuate while cheers rang out at several 
demonstrations as a pro-Trump mob stormed the U.S. Capitol. Hundreds of 
people gathered in state capitals nationwide to oppose President-elect Joe 
Biden’s win, waving signs saying, “Stop the steal” and “Four more years.” Most of 
them did not wear masks despite the pandemic, and some carried guns in places 
like Oklahoma, Georgia, Arizona, Nevada and Washington state. There were 
some scuffles in states including Ohio and California, with some instances of 
counterprotesters being pepper-sprayed or punched, but most demonstrations 
were peaceful — some of them quite small — and only a few arrests were 
reported. At least one person was arrested at the Oregon Capitol in Salem on 
suspicion of harassment and disorderly conduct as police in riot gear tried to get 
people — many of them armed — to leave. Video from Salem showed protesters 
and counterprotesters clashing and riot police moving in. A 43-year-old Lincoln 
City man, David Willis, was arrested and charged with harassment and disorderly 
conduct.  But by midafternoon, only a few dozen people remained, their American 
flags and Trump banners drooping in the rain. In Washington state, protesters 
broke through a gate at the governor’s mansion and dozens of people gathered 
on the lawn for about 30 minutes before being cleared from the area. The crowd, 
some of whom were armed, repeated baseless allegations of election fraud. 
Earlier, dozens of people gathered at the Washington state Capitol, demanding a 
recount of the U.S. presidential election and Washington’s gubernatorial election, 
which incumbent Governor Jay Inslee, a Democrat, won by more than 500,000 
votes. ; Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley’s social media account received 
international attention after he posted a photo of the ceremonial boxes of ballots 
from the Electoral College. Merkley was in the Senate chamber when the 
proceedings were halted. He said as members of the mob forced their way inside, 
alert staff members grabbed the boxes of Electoral College votes to rush them to 
a safe place. Merkley posted that had the ballots not been rescued from the 
Senate floor the mob would likely would have burned them. Later, in an official 
statement, Merkley said, quote, “The American people have rejected Donald 
Trump’s failed leadership, but he and his loyalists were trying to find any means 
by which to keep him in power. That is unacceptable in our republic.” And there 
were other harsh words for the president and many Congressional Republicans 
from top Democrats in Oregon’s delegation. Oregon's senior U.S. Senator, Ron 
Wyden, called the mob insurrection in the U.S. Capitol Building a, quote, "direct 
assault on democracy." In his statement, Wyden added that every Republican 
lawmaker who supported Trump’s efforts to overturn a legitimate election shares 
responsibility for the violence at the heart of the U.S. democracy. Wyden added 
that Americans must be able to elect House and Senate members safe in the 
knowledge that their views will be represented in civil debate in Congress without 
mob rule ever squelching that discussion. Fourth District Congressman Peter 
DeFazio said, quote, “What happened… at the U.S. Capitol, in no uncertain 
terms, was an attempted coup by insurrectionists who were encouraged by 
Donald Trump’s violent, destructive, and treasonous rhetoric and behavior. 
DeFazio said there had been zero evidence of widespread fraud in the November 



elections and after yesterday’s violent incursion by his supporters called for 
Trump to be impeached and legally removed from office. Third District 
Congressman Earl Blumenauer said it was, quote, "clearly an act of terrorism." ; 
Local leaders from across Lane County yesterday evening issued a joint 
statement denouncing yesterday’s events in Washington, D.C. and calling for 
communities to come together to participate in civil democracy. Those initially 
signing the statement included Joe Berney, the Chair of the Lane County Board of 
Commissioners, along with Eugene Mayor Lucy Vinis, Springfield City Council 
President functioning as Mayor Steve Moe, Mayor Jeff Gowing from the City of 
Cottage Grovel Mayor Kathy Nichols Holston of Oakridge; and Mayor Melody 
Cornelius of Westfir. In the statement, the officials noted that Americans have the 
right to peacefully assemble and dissent, but said what was happening in 
Washington, D.C., was neither a lawful nor a peaceful assembly. They called the 
mob actions an assault on our Republic and our Constitution. / HEALTH: Oregon 
health officials say more than 61,000 people have received at least their first 
coronavirus vaccines. That includes more than 5,300 in Lane County. Yesterday’s 
state vaccine numbers also included 317 people receiving their second doses. It 
came as the Oregon Health Authority reported that eight more people have died 
from COVID-19. There also were 764 new confirmed or presumptive coronavirus 
infections. In Lane County, there were 60 new infections yesterday. Thirty-five 
local patients are hospitalized. Seven of those people are in intensive care. 
County experts yesterday said 367 local residents are currently infectious. 
Another 5463 are quarantining and under monitoring because they were exposed 
to someone who later tested positive for the virus. / CRIME, POLICING, RACIAL 
JUSTICE: Police arrested four people after a group of about 100 gathered at a 
police precinct in Portland, Oregon, set dumpsters on fire, threw water bottles and 
blocked streets in what they said was a protest over a police shooting in 
Wisconsin Jacob Blake — the Black man shot by a police officer in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin in August 2020 — was paralyzed when he was shot. Wisconsin 
officials ruled Tuesday none of the officers involved would be charged. The 
protesters gathered near the police station in North Portland. KOIN reports the 
dumpster fires were seen around 10:30 p.m. Minutes later, Portland police issued 
a loudspeaker warning about complying with orders or crowd control tactics and 
arrests could follow. / BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE: Oregon recreational-cannabis 
sales soared in 2020, peaking during a challenging summer of racial justice 
protests and coronavirus lockdowns. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports the 
result was a record year of business for the state’s marijuana purveyors, based 
on data from the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, which oversees marijuana 
sales. Total marijuana sales in Oregon jumped from $795 million in 2019 to more 
than $1 billion -- for the year that just ended. State tax revenue from marijuana 
sales in 2020 likely will exceed $150 million. Much of that will go toward 
substance-abuse screening and programs to address addiction. / HEALTH, 
BUSINESS: Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar says the 
government will begin allowing more drugstores to start giving shots to speed 
coronavirus vaccinations. Some governors and other politicians are turning up the 
pressure after a slow rollout of the coronavirus vaccines. Dr. Anthony Fauci 
believes the U.S. could soon give 1 million vaccinations a day. The U.S. reports 
29 severe allergic reactions to the vaccines. The European Union has given 
approval to the Moderna vaccine. The decision gives the 27-nation bloc a second 



vaccine to use against the coronavirus. The U.K. says it has vaccinated 1.3 
million people and plans to have almost 1,000 vaccination centers operating by 
the end of this week. / HEALTH: U.S. health officials say they have reports of at 
least 29 people developing severe allergic reactions to the coronavirus vaccines, 
but they stress that the risk for most people is low. The CDC released its latest 
count of side effects suffered by more than 5.3 million people who have been 
vaccinated. The 29 had suffered anaphylaxis, a life-threatening allergic reaction 
that can be controlled through an epinephrine injection. That’s a rate of about 5.5 
cases per million people, which is roughly four times higher than the rate seen in 
a study of people who got flu shots. Anyone who has a severe reaction to a first 
dose should not get a second dose of the vaccine, the CDC says. /  
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GOVERNMENT, POLITICS CRIME: As political tensions remain high across the 
country, representatives with the Oregon State Police say they remain aware of 
“rumors” that armed groups are considering taking over the state Capitol. They 
warn anyone attempting that will be arrested. The agency is also asking 
Oregonians to report to authorities anyone who might be planning an armed 
takeover. When a group of armed and angry Trump supporters gathered 
Wednesday at the statehouse, they burned a life-size puppet of Governor Kate 
Brown in effigy. Police declared an unlawful assembly and made two arrests. The 
pro-Trump crowd was rallying around false allegations of election fraud as an 
angry mob stormed the U.S. Capitol. ; When far-right protesters burst into 
Oregon’s Capitol Building last month during a special legislative session, officials 
say a state Republican representative let some of them in. Now, legislative 
leaders and law enforcement are weighing possible consequences for Oregon 
lawmaker Mike Nearman. The GOP representative from Independence opened a 
door to allow the protesters inside, according to House Speaker Tina Kotek. She 
calls it a, quote, “serious, serious breach of public trust.” The state Capitol 
building was closed to the public during the special session for coronavirus and 
safety reasons, but the proceedings were being live-streamed. The far-right 
protest attracted hundreds of people. During their incursion, the protesters 
assaulted reporters, attacked authorities with bear spray, and broke glass doors. 
Four people were arrested, and the session temporarily paused while police and 
security forces gained control of the situation and made a security sweep of the 
building. ; When President Trump-supporting insurrectionists stormed the U.S. 
Capitol in an attempt to overturn the presidential election on Wednesday, the 
nation was shocked, but not unwarned. A series of dress rehearsals of sorts have 
played out in statehouses in Michigan, Oregon, Idaho and elsewhere in recent 
months, with armed protesters forcing their way into buildings. University of 
Oregon political science professor Joe Lowndes (lownz) says there's a direct 
relationship between the growing paramilitary activity in state Capitols and what 
happened Wednesday. Jay Ulfelder with the Carr Center at Harvard Kennedy 
School says the event at the U.S. Capitol likely helped groups recruit and 
radicalize new members, and that could mean more armed protests at 
statehouses. ; President Trump yesterday returned to Twitter after a 12-hour 



account freeze — releasing a video in which he acknowledges, for the first time 
since the November voting, that he lost the presidential election. In the clip, 
Trump reads a prepared statement that says he will leave office peacefully, 
although he didn't mention his successor, Joe Biden, by name. He also 
condemned the deadly protests carried out in his name at the U.S. Capitol. The 
release of the clip marks Trump's return to Twitter, which imposed a suspension 
of his account for his continued false claims of election fraud and posts that 
Twitter moderators say fueled the violence. The posts were deleted as a condition 
of his return. But moderators on Facebook and Instagram have shut down 
Trump’s accounts until after he leaves the White House and Joe Biden takes the 
oath of office. ; One the day after the violent siege of the U.S. Capitol by 
President Donald Trump’s supporters, there were discussions underway about 
Trump's fitness to remain in office for his final two weeks, as well as the ability of 
the police to secure the complex, and the future of the Republican Party. The 
attack reinforced lawmakers’ resolve to complete the orderly transition of power to 
President-elect Joe Biden and his incoming administration. But the rampage is 
forcing a reckoning. One Republican lawmaker publicly joined Democrats in 
calling for the 25th Amendment to be invoked to force Trump out. Meanwhile, 
Trump promised an “orderly transition” on Jan. 20, when Biden is set to be 
inaugurated. ; Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer and House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi are calling on President Trump’s Cabinet members to remove him 
from office following Wednesday’s violent assault on the Capitol by the 
president’s supporters. In a statement Thursday, Schumer said, quote, “This 
president should not hold office one day longer.” Schumer and Pelosi said Vice 
President Mike Pence and the Cabinet should invoke the 25th Amendment and 
immediately remove Trump from office. But they say pence did not take their 
telephone call yesterday is discuss the issue. The Democratic Congressional 
leaders say that if the vice president and the Cabinet refuse to take action they 
support Congress reconvening to vote on impeachment. ; President-elect Joe 
Biden is denouncing the rioters who stormed the U.S. Capitol as “domestic 
terrorists” and he blames President Donald Trump for the violence that has 
shaken the nation’s capital and beyond. Biden says the riot by Trump supporters 
who breached the security of Congress on Wednesday was “not dissent, was not 
disorder, was not protest. It was chaos.” Biden says the actions Trump has taken 
to subvert the nation’s democratic institutions throughout his presidency led 
directly to the mayhem in Washington. And Biden says those who massed on 
Capitol Hill intending to disrupt a joint session of Congress that was certifying 
Biden’s election victory over Trump “were a riotous mob — insurrectionists, 
domestic terrorists." ; A police officer has died from injuries sustained as 
President Trump’s supporters stormed the nation’s Capitol, intensifying questions 
about the defeated president’s remaining days in office and the ability of the 
Capitol police to secure the area. In a statement, officials say Officer Brian 
Sicknick died Thursday after being injured “while physically engaging with 
protesters” during the Wednesday riot. He is the fifth person to die in the melee. ; 
The top federal prosecutor for the District of Columbia says “all options are on the 
table” for charging members of the violent pro-Trump mob that stormed the U.S. 
Capitol — including sedition charges. Michael Sherwin, acting U.S. attorney for 
D.C., says prosecutors plan to file 15 federal cases for crimes including 
unauthorized access and theft of property, and investigators are combing through 



reams of evidence to bring additional charges. More than 90 people have been 
arrested by police in Washington, D.C., and more arrests are likely. U.S. 
attorneys from across the country have vowed to find and bring to justice any 
residents who participated in the insurrection aimed at thwarting the peaceful 
transfer of power. Experts say some could face the rarely used seditious 
conspiracy charge. It’s the same charge former Attorney General William Barr’s 
Justice Department told prosecutors to consider levying against those who 
caused violence at protests last summer over the killings of Black Americans by 
police. Then-Deputy Attorney General Jeffrey Rosen told prosecutors in a memo 
in September to consider the use of seditious conspiracy charges against violent 
demonstrators, saying “it does not require proof of a plot to overthrow the U.S. 
government despite what the name might suggest.” / HEALTH: Oregon health 
officials say close to 69,000 people have received at least their first coronavirus 
vaccines. That includes more than 5,500 in Lane County. It came as the Oregon 
Health Authority reported that ten more people have died from COVID-19. There 
also were 867 new confirmed or presumptive coronavirus infections. In Lane 
County, there were 106 new infections reported yesterday. Thirty-seven local 
patients are hospitalized. Seven of those people are in intensive care. Our 
pandemic death toll remains at 95. County experts yesterday said 381 local 
residents are currently infectious. Another 540 are quarantining and under 
monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for 
the virus. ; At a time when every available dose of the coronavirus vaccines is 
precious, state health officials say they have learned that two Portland hospitals 
threw out more than three dozen doses. The Oregonian and OregonLive reported 
that Oregon Health & Science University lost 15 vaccine doses after one vial 
broke and two others were mixed improperly. Legacy Health wasted 27 doses 
when it could not find enough health care workers to vaccinate with some doses 
before they expired. While the wasted doses represent less than one-tenth of one 
percent of the vaccines administered in Oregon so far, it is something health 
officials are working to address. It is unclear if doses in other parts of Oregon 
have gone to waste. In some states, health officials are working to set up lists of 
people who might be lower on the vaccine priority list but could be “on call” and 
rush to a vaccination site if no one who falls into Phase 1-A is available and doses 
are about to expire and go to waste. / LOW-INCOME, HEALTH, SOCIAL 
SERVICES: As many Oregonians struggle during the pandemic to put food on the 
table, the state Department of Human Services is extending increased food 
benefits this month. This benefit increase applies to current Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP recipients who are receiving less than the 
maximum allotment. Additionally, there is a temporary increase in SNAP benefits 
for roughly 15 percent of all recipients. If you are a SNAP recipient, you do not 
have to take any action to receive your additional benefits. They will be added 
directly to the balance on your Oregon EBT cards. If your employment or 
household income has changed during recent months, go to the Oregon 
Department of Human Services website to see whether you and your household 
qualify for SNAP benefits. / CRIME: Two Oregon men are facing federal charges 
for fraudulently using small business loans for personal use. Prosecutors say 50-
year-old Andrew Aaron Lloyd of Lebanon and 38-year-old Russell Schort of 
Myrtle Creek face charges of wire fraud, bank fraud, and money laundering. 
Prosecutors say Lloyd and Schort misused loan money from the Small Business 



Administration, including Economic Injury Disaster Loans and the Paycheck 
Protection Program loans. The FBI began investigating after discovering 
suspicious financial transactions indicating that the pair might have fraudulently 
obtained PPP loans. Investigators say that after receiving the funds, Andrew 
Lloyd transferred at least $1.8 million to a personal online brokerage account and 
purchased various securities, which gained substantial value in recent months. 
The two are making their initial court appearances before a Eugene federal judge. 
/ HEALTH: The U.S. registered its highest deaths from the coronavirus on 
Wednesday—close to 4,000. The virus is surging in nearly every state. California 
is particularly hard hit, with skyrocketing deaths and infections threatening to force 
hospitals to ration care. On Thursday, there were 583 deaths in California for a 
record two-day total of 1,042. The confirmed death toll now stands at 28,045. The 
state has registered over a quarter million weekly cases. More than 360,000 
people in the U.S. have died of the coronavirus. December was the nation’s 
deadliest month. Health experts are warning January could be worse because of 
holiday travel and family gatherings. About 1.9 million people around the world 
have died of the coronavirus. / SPORTS: The Number 11 Oregon women's 
basketball team is looking to bounce back from the program's first loss in almost a 
full calendar year (last Sunday against UCLA). Oregon visits undefeated Stanford, 
which is ranked Number 1 in the nation. The morning contest is being broadcast 
at 11:30 a.m. on the Pac-12 Network. Oregon enters today's matchup at 8-1 
overall and 6-1 in Pac-12 play after seeing the nation's longest winning streak end 
at 27 games. The Ducks are looking to avoid dropping back-to-back games for 
the first time since February 2019 by beating a No. 1 ranked team for the first time 
in program history. ; Colorado held off the Number 17 Oregon Men’s Basketball 
team for a 79-72 win on Thursday. The Buffaloes have defeated the Ducks ten 
straight times in Boulder. Chris Duarte, the reigning Pac-12 player of the week, 
scored 27 points for Oregon but it wasn’t enough as the Ducks’ eight-game win 
streak ended. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: The National Weather Service does 
not use the phrase “King tides,” instead referring to “tidal overflow” to describe 
higher-than-normal tides and the potential for coastal flooding in low-lying areas. 
These include 10.1-foot tides today, Tuesday and Wednesday. King tides occur 
when the moon is at its closest to Earth. The moon’s strong gravitational pull 
results in higher-than-normal tides. They typically occur during a new moon. A 
new moon begins on Tuesday. On the Oregon coast, the king tides start today 
and continue at least through Wednesday, Jan. 13. But coastal flooding was 
already being reported on Sunday and there are concerns that heavy rains 
arriving tonight along with higher-than-normal tides will affect more low-lying 
coastal areas. Minor flooding, up to 1.5 feet above ground level during high tides 
is expected in the low-lying areas near bays, sloughs, and the lower reaches of 
the coastal rivers. Highest tidal overflow is expected on Tuesday, with total tides 
1.5 feet above ground level. Total tides up to one foot above ground level are 
expected today and Wednesday. On the central Oregon coast, similar conditions 
in the past have resulted in flooding on Oregon Highway 126 near Florence and 
at Cushman (Milepost 3), with some minor flooding also on Highway 34 along the 
Alsea River. In the past, there has been minor erosion on Highway 101 between 
Lincoln Beach and Depoe Bay. In northwest Oregon, similar conditions in the past 
have resulted in minor flooding of Highway 101 near Seaside, Nehalem, as well 
as near Tillamook and in the town of Rockaway Beach. A Coastal Flood Advisory 
means that tidal overflow flooding is expected. Coastal residents in the warned 
area should be alert for rising water and take appropriate action to protect life and 
property. The next ten-foot tides are expected in November. / SAFETY, HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT: A private contractor engaged in excavation work in downtown 
Eugene on Sunday severed critical infrastructure that supports Lane County 
Government’s phone system. As a result, service to nearly all Lane County 
Government phones and fax machines is currently unavailable.  The Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office has activated the backup system for dispatch. Rural residents’ 
ability to contact emergency services via 9-1-1 is NOT affected. The business 
lines for the Sheriff’s Office dispatch center also remain available. The following 
services are affected: The Riverstone, Brookside and Delta Oaks community 
health centers; Lane County Adult Corrections; Lane County Parole & Probation; 



Lane County Health & Human Services’ Charnelton Building, including the COVID 
information call center, Charnelton Community Health Center, Public Health, 
Human Services, Veteran Services, Environmental Health, medication assisted 
treatment, and the Women, Infants and Children Program; Lane County Health & 
Human Services’ MLK Campus, including Behavioral Health and the Juvenile 
Justice Center; The Public Service Building, including the Sheriff’s Office, District 
Attorney’s Office, Assessment & Taxation, Developmental Disabilities Services, 
Deeds & Records, the Board of Commissioners; Public Works, including Animal 
Services, Road & Bridge Maintenance, Land Management, Parks, as well as the 
Glenwood Transfer Station and Short Mountain Landfill (transfer station fee 
booths remain unaffected); Lane County Elections; Lane Events Center. The 
amount of damage and work needed to repair the infrastructure damaged by the 
contractor is being evaluated. It is likely to take more than one day to repair and 
restore full phone service. ; Most people in Eugene and Lane County can now 
send a text message (short message service, or SMS) to 911 for emergency help 
when they are unable to make a 911 voice call. Most people in Eugene and Lane 
County can now send a text message (short message service, or SMS) to 911 for 
emergency help when they are unable to make a 911 voice call.  This service is 
available to wireless customers when within range of a cell tower.  The Central 
and South Lane County 911 Centers are live with Text to 911 ability.  Western 
Lane 911, which serves the Florence area does not currently have this capability. 
Text-to-911 was not developed as a replacement to a voice call to 911 in an 
emergency situation, but rather as an enhancement to reach 911 services in three 
specific situations: The caller is hearing/voice impaired, a medical emergency 
renders the person incapable of speech, or when speaking out loud would put the 
caller in danger, such as a home invasion, a domestic violence incident, or an 
active shooter scenario. When in an emergency situation, all wireless callers 
should remember to ‘call if you can; text if you can’t. Please keep in mind the 
following important information if you send a text-to-911: Customers should use 
the texting option only when calling 911 is not an option. Using a phone to call 
911 is still the most efficient way to reach emergency help.  Texting is not always 
instantaneous, which is critical during a life-threatening emergency. It may take 
slightly longer to dispatch emergency services in a text-to-911 situation because 
of the time involved:  Someone must enter the text; the message must go over 
the network and the 911 telecommunicator must read the text and then text back. 
Providing location information and nature of the emergency in the first text 
message is imperative, since the Public Safety Answering Point [PSAP] will 
initially only receive a coarse location. A PSAP is a call center responsible for 
answering calls to an emergency telephone number, for police, firefighting, and 
ambulance services. Calltakers and dispatchers receive and 
dispatch these emergency services. Central Lane Communications is a regional 
call center. Text abbreviations, emoticons or slang should never be used so that 
the intent of the dialogue can be as clear as possible. Customers must be in 
range of cell towers in [location].  If customers are outside or near the edge of the 
county, the message may not reach the [PSAP]. Texts to 911 from areas where 
the service is not available will receive a “bounce back” message telling them to 
make a voice call. Texts sent to 911 have the same 160-character limit as other 
text messages. Wireless customers who use Usage Controls should remove this 
feature to ensure full text-to-911 capabilities. Wireless customers must have 



mobile phones that are capable of sending text messages.  The solution is 
available for customers who use the native SMS provided by wireless carriers.  
Customers should consult their over- the-top (OTT) messaging provider to 
determine if and how text-to-911 is provided by the OTT application. The texting 
function should only be used for emergency situations that require an immediate 
response from police, fire or emergency medical services. For non-emergency 
situations, customers should contact their local public safety agency via a 10-digit 
non-emergency number. Text-to-911 should only be used to communicate 
between emergency help and the texter.  No pictures, video, other attachments, 
or other recipients can be appended to the message. / TRANSPORTATION, 
HEALTH: Lane Transit District's Customer Service Center in the Eugene Station 
re-opens today. Customer Service Center hours are Mondays through Fridays, 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m. The public waiting area and restrooms remain closed until further 
notice. In addition, LTD resumes collecting fares on all routes on Monday, Feb. 1. 
Passengers may pay their fares using the TouchPass mobile phone app or 
TouchPass card, cash, or fare purchased through a ticket vending machine on 
the EmX platforms. Day Passes purchased through the ticket vending machine 
are accepted on all LTD buses and will be exchanged for a Day Pass by the 
operator. To encourage contactless boarding, TouchPass users will have a 
special February Rewards Pass available on January 20. Riders using 
TouchPass can download this pass through the TouchPass mobile app, or by 
visiting TouchPass.com New users can download the TouchPass app or 
purchase a TouchPass card for $3 at the LTD Customer Service Center. LTD's 
customer service staff are available to provide assistance. Passengers who had 
purchased a March 2020 monthly pass or three-month pass when LTD 
suspended fares in March of 2020, can contact the LTD Customer Service Center 
at 541-687- 5555 after February 20 to obtain a replacement pass. Lane Transit 
District is adjusting service to 12 bus routes and EmX starting on Sunday, Jan. 
24. In many cases, LTD is adding trips on routes where ridership plummeted 
during the pandemic. The added trips reflect increased demand. Times were 
slightly adjusted on some routes to accommodate the changes. Masks must be 
worn on LTD buses. / HEALTH: Oregon health officials say more than 97,000 
people have received at least their first coronavirus vaccines. That includes close 
to 7,200 in Lane County. It came as the Oregon Health Authority reported on 
Sunday that two more people have died from COVID-19, including a 96-year-old 
Lane County woman who tested positive for COVID-19 on December 23, was 
hospitalized, and died on Thursday. The state yesterday also reported 1,225 new 
confirmed or presumptive infections. Lane County’s web page that tracks the 
virus reported 84 new infections yesterday. Forty-two local patients are 
hospitalized. Seven of those people are in intensive care. Our pandemic death toll 
now stands at 97. County public health officials report 447 local residents are 
currently infectious. Hundreds more are quarantining and under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. ; 
Lane County Public Health officials on Friday announced that our two major 
hospital groups, McKenzie-Willamette Medical Center and PeaceHealth, will be 
scheduling and vaccinating high-priority, frontline healthcare professionals from 
across the county. The goal is to increase the rate of vaccination among the more 
than 26,000 Lane County healthcare providers who are eligible under Phase 1-A. 
Additionally, Lane County Public Health announced a partnership with three local 



provider groups to greatly expand the 1-A vaccination effort. Eugene Pediatrics, 
Oregon Medical Group, and WhiteBird are donating facilities and staff to help 
create eventual vaccination clinics. The first step is to vaccinate the staff of those 
three provider groups, so that they then may begin offering clinics where other 
healthcare professionals from across Lane County may receive vaccinations. 
Details on dates, times and locations will be released once preparations are 
complete. ; For the past two-plus weeks across Oregon, the focus in the battle 
against COVID-19 has been on vaccinating health care workers and residents 
and staff in nursing homes and other long-term care facilities. Oregon officials 
estimate more than 400,000 people could qualify for the first phase of 
vaccinations, known as “Phase 1-A.” That group includes health care workers, 
nursing home and other long-term care facility residents, and first responders. But 
effective last week, the Oregon Health Authority authorized its vaccination 
partners to begin offer vaccinations to hospice programs, mobile crisis care 
workers, those with jobs in outpatient settings serving specific high-risk groups, 
in-home care service workers, non-emergency medical transport employees, 
health care providers in other outpatient settings, and public health workers. In 
addition, people eligible for the vaccine increasingly will be able to receive it at 
retail pharmacies through federal pharmacy partnerships that are already in place 
to vaccinate nursing home staff and residents. Oregon Health Authority Patrick 
Allen reaffirmed on Friday that the plan is to expand the number of vaccine sites 
and add some of the next-in-line Phase 1-A priority groups to the list of those 
currently eligible. ; One mass vaccination site getting a lot of attention over the 
weekend was at the Oregon State Fairgrounds in Salem. Salem and Marion 
County have seen prolonged outbreaks and higher infection and death rates from 
the coronavirus than much of the rest of the state. The focus is on getting as 
many people in that area’s Phase 1-A group vaccinated as quickly as possible. 
Among those joining in the effort: Recently mobilized Oregon National Guard 
personnel, who are helping to expand the effort this week. It is hoped the mass 
vaccination clinic at the state fairgrounds will become a model for how the state 
and counties can continue to roll out events in other counties. As hundreds of 
people rolled up their sleeves in Salem over the weekend, the doctor in charge 
called it, quote, “the most meaningful work of my career.” / EDUCATION, 
HEALTH: With the start of the new year, the State of Oregon handed off decision-
making authority on school reopenings and the resumption of in-person classes to 
local school districts and communities. State officials are continuing to collect data 
for what are known as “health metrics” that help guide that decision-making. All 
Oregon schools still are required to follow state health and safety measures in 
order to open any in-person instruction. And they must continue to work in close 
consultation with their local public health authority. The goal is to get children 
back into classrooms, especially the younger ones, by mid-February. On January 
19—one week from tomorrow—state education officials update their reopening 
guidance to help districts determine whether it is safe to do so. On Friday, the 
head of the Oregon Department of Education, Colt Gill, provided an update. He 
says a key aspect of the return to in-person teaching involved putting childcare 
providers, early childhood educators, and Kindergarten through 12th grade 
educators higher on the vaccine priority list—including ahead of those age 75 and 
older. He, the governor and state health officials say it is not a decision that was 
made lightly. But they say without teachers and school staff vaccinated there is no 



way to safely reopen classrooms. But the push to put educators and childcare 
providers ahead of adults over the age of 75 who are living independently raises 
its own question: How to protect those who might be living in multigenerational 
households. Sending kids back to the classroom might increase the risk to older 
adults in the homes if children are infected with the virus by their classmates. 
State Epidemiologist Dr. Dean Sidelinger says it was not an easy decision but 
reflects what has been a longtime reality for many Oregonians: Many 
multigenerational households have already spent ten months of the pandemic 
living with exposure risks and having to take additional precautions. Officials say 
they had to balance those risks against the very real effects on young children’s 
academic progress and the families with working adults who need younger 
children back in classrooms. And they note that roughly 40,000 Oregon students 
have been able to remain in classrooms during the pandemic, using extra 
precautions. / GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, CRIME: Flags are flying at half-staff 
today outside government buildings in Oregon and across the U.S. to honor the 
memory of two U.S. Capitol Police officers who died in connection with last 
Wednesday’s violent protests at the Capitol. The observance also honors all 
members of law enforcement across the nation. Capitol Police Officer Brian 
Sicknick died after being attacked by rioters. The connection of Officer Howard 
Liebengood's death to the riots was unclear. People familiar with the matter say 
the officer’s death was an apparent suicide. ; A House resolution calling on Vice 
President Mike Pence to invoke constitutional authority to remove President 
Donald Trump from office has been blocked by Republicans. As the House 
prepares for impeachment, President Donald Trump faces a single charge — 
“incitement of insurrection” — over the deadly riot at the U.S. Capitol. That's 
according to a draft of the articles obtained by The Associated Press. Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi says the House will proceed with legislation to impeach Trump as 
she pushes the vice president to invoke constitutional authority to force him out. 
The House action could start as soon as today. The president is holed up at the 
White House. ; The full extent of the assault on the U.S. Capitol is coming into 
sharper focus, with scenes of violence so vast they are difficult to grasp. 
Countless smartphone videos have been emerging from the scene, and more 
lawmakers are recounting the chaos that was around them. Altogether they reveal 
the sinister nature of the assault. And they point to the crowd as a force 
determined to occupy the inner sanctums of Congress and hunt down leaders — 
Vice President Mike Pence and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi among them. 
Democratic Congressman Jim McGovern of Massachusetts says what he 
witnessed was a display of "home-grown fascism that was out of control.” ; House 
lawmakers may have been exposed to someone testing positive for COVID-19 
while they sheltered at an undisclosed location during the Capitol siege on 
Wednesday. Lawmakers were taken to that location as a violent mob loyal to 
President Donald Trump ransacked the Capitol. The Capitol’s attending physician 
notified all lawmakers Sunday of the potential virus exposure. Dr. Brian Moynihan 
urged them to be tested. The infected individual wasn't named. Some lawmakers 
and staff were furious after video surfaced of Republican lawmakers not wearing 
their masks in the room during lockdown. ; On Thursday, state officials confirmed 
that security video shows a Republican state representative letting protesters into 
the Oregon Capitol building, which was closed to the public, during a December 
special legislative session. Demonstrators attacked authorities with bear spray 



and broke glass doors as lawmakers inside the building on Dec. 21 discussed 
coronavirus-related bills. Around 50 protesters briefly breached the building. The 
Capitol has been closed to the public as part of a pandemic safety measure.   
House Speaker Tina Kotek said Thursday during a news conference about the 
Capitol operations safety plan that Representative Mike Nearman, a Republican 
from the city of Independence, had allowed protesters into the building. Kotek 
called Nearman’s actions “reckless and dangerous.” /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, DISASTERS: The National Weather 
Service continues to have advisories, warnings, and watches posted across much 
of Western Oregon. On the coast, this includes high wind and high surf warnings: 
Through Wednesday afternoon, parts of the Central Oregon Coast might see 
sustained southwest winds of 30-40 mph with gusts on beaches and headlands to 
65 mph. This includes a possible spike in winds midday with a stronger burst later 
this evening. Those high winds make travel difficult for higher-profile vehicles, 
including large trucks, buses, and recreational vehicles. High coastal winds might 
also blow down trees and limbs and damage power lines. Scattered power 
outages are possible. The High Surf Advisory continues until this evening. This 
includes breakers of 25 to 30 feet. Higher than normal “King tides” continue 
through Wednesday. This includes the risk of minor flooding because of what’s 
known as “tidal overflow,” and might affect low-lying areas near bays, sloughs, 
and the lower reaches of the coastal rivers. Minor beach erosion might damage 
coastal properties and buildings. Higher than normal water run-up is expected on 
beaches and low-lying shorelines. Destructive waves might wash over beaches, 
jetties, and other structures unexpectedly. People can be swept off rocks and 
jetties and drown while observing high surf. Additionally, there is a Flood Watch 
up on some Western Oregon streams as higher-than-normal freezing levels lead 
to the melting of some of the Cascade snowpack during these heavy rains. The 
prolonged period of rain increases the risk of landslides and debris flows, 
especially on areas burned in recent wildfires. People, structures, and roads 
located below steep slopes, in canyons, and near the mouths of canyons might 
be at serious risk from rapidly moving landslides. The rains might also lead to 
local flooding on some smaller urban streams. ; Oregon’s Office of Emergency 
Management is urging those who live in at-risk areas to be prepared for flooding, 
landslides and power outages during this period of heavy rain and strong winds. 
FLOODING: Intense rainfall over a short period of time can cause rivers and 
streams to rise rapidly, often catching people living near these water sources off-
guard. Flash floods move with incredible speed and occur when heavy rain falls 
on already-saturated ground. In addition, loss of vegetation due to wildfires leaves 
the ground charred and unable to absorb water. Even areas that are not 
traditionally flood-prone are at risk of flooding for up to several years after a 



wildfire. Avoid walking through flood waters; they might be contaminated with oil, 
gas or raw sewage. Waters might also be hiding hazards and debris. Be aware of 
weather conditions in your area before driving. Many flood-related incidents are 
caused by vehicles driven into hazardous waters. Use ODOT’s Tripcheck at 
www.tripcheck.com for the latest road conditions before traveling. Heavy rains 
reduce drivers’ visibility. When driving, turn on your lights, increase following 
distance and slow down. Heed the advice of emergency officials regarding any 
evacuations. Listen to weather and emergency updates on radio, TV, and social 
media. LANDSLIDES: As Oregon recovers from the recent wildfires, residents 
living in and around wildfire areas should be aware of risks such as landslides 
and mudflows. People, structures and roads located below steep slopes in 
canyons and near the mouths of canyons might be at serious risk. Signs of 
landslides include: Changes in landscape such as changes in water runoff, 
leaning trees or land movement. Water in streams or creeks that suddenly turns 
muddy or if the amount of water flowing suddenly decreases or increases. New 
cracks in plaster, tile or foundations. Unusual sounds that might indicate moving 
debris, such as trees cracking or boulders knocking together. Underground utility 
line breaks. POWER OUTAGES: High winds and downed trees often cause 
power outages. Take time to check your emergency kit before a storm hits. At a 
minimum, every home should have an emergency power outage kit that includes 
flashlights, battery-operated radio/clock, extra batteries, non-perishable foods, 
bottled water and blankets. If you experience a power outage in your home or 
area: Keep freezers and refrigerators closed. Only use generators outdoors and 
away from windows. Have alternate plans for refrigerating medicines or using 
power-dependent medical devices. Check on your neighbors. Stay away from - 
and don’t drive around - downed power lines and utility lines; even if they are not 
sparking, they could be energized and extremely dangerous. Turn on your porch 
light. After response crews complete repairs, they patrol the area of the power 
failure to see if any lights are still out. Basic preparedness actions can help 
prevent dangerous situations. This begins with having an emergency kit with 
necessary supplies for up to two weeks and having a practiced family plan with 
steps for what to do in an emergency. Know the difference between a Flood 
Watch and a Flood Warning: A Flood Watch reminds you to be prepared. A Flood 
Warning is issued when flooding is imminent or occurring. / GOVERNMENT: The 
phone lines and fax machines were working again by late yesterday afternoon in 
Lane County government. Crews restored service after a private contractor 
engaged in excavation work in downtown Eugene on Sunday severed critical 
infrastructure that included the lines that fed much of Lane County Government’s 
phone system. Many agencies developed workarounds and set up alternate 
phone access during the day. Lane County’s law enforcement and 9-1-1 system 
was not affected. / HEALTH: It took almost two weeks longer than hoped. But 
state health officials said yesterday that health workers have administered more 
than 100,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines. The initial plan called for reaching 
100,000 doses by New Year’s Eve, but the rollout was slower than expected. In 
all, more than 104,000 doses had been administered by the end of the day 
yesterday, with close to 7,300 of those in Lane County. But the pandemic 
continues, with the Oregon Health Authority reporting 939 new COVID-19 cases 
and 10 deaths on Monday. Three of those deaths involved Lane County 
residents: a 53-year-old man; a 57-year-old woman; and an 88-year-old man. All 



had been hospitalized. Those fatalities pushed Lane County’s pandemic death toll 
to 100 yesterday. Statewide, more than 1,600 Oregonians have died from 
complications of COVID-19 and more than 126,000 have been sickened by it. ; As 
the rollout of Oregon’s COVID-19 vaccinations continues, many Oregonians are 
wondering when it will be their turn. For weeks, the focus in the battle against 
COVID-19 has been on vaccinating front-line health care workers, along with 
residents and staff in nursing homes and other long-term care facilities in the 
Phase 1-A group. Last week, the Oregon Health Authority authorized its 
vaccination partners to begin offering vaccinations to many other health workers 
who provide care to vulnerable patients and clients. That includes those who work 
in home health care, residential foster care, and correctional institutions. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: When Oregon moves to Phase 1-B, those at the top of 
the list will include childcare providers, early childhood educators, and 
Kindergarten through 12th grade educators. It is part of the effort to get children 
back into classrooms, especially the younger ones, by mid-February. On January 
19—one week from today—state education officials will update their reopening 
guidance to help districts determine whether it is safe to do so. State education 
and health officials say a key aspect of the return to in-person teaching involved 
putting higher those childcare and school workers higher on Oregon’s vaccine 
priority list—including ahead of those age 75 and older. They say it is not a 
decision that was made lightly. But they add that without teachers and school staff 
vaccinated there is no way to safely reopen classrooms. Officials say they had to 
balance those risks against the very real effects on young children’s academic 
progress and the families with working adults who need younger children back in 
classrooms. And they note that roughly 40,000 Oregon students in some districts 
have been able to remain in classrooms during the pandemic, using extra 
precautions. But the push to put educators and childcare providers ahead of 
adults over the age of 75 who are living independently raises its own question: 
How to protect those who might be living in multigenerational households. 
Sending kids back to the classroom might increase the risk to older adults in the 
homes if children are infected with the virus by their classmates. State health 
experts say it was not an easy decision but reflects what has been a longtime 
reality for many Oregonians: Many multigenerational households have already 
spent ten months of the pandemic living with exposure risks and having to take 
additional precautions. / CRIME: Springfield Police say it started yesterday 
afternoon when a man tried to pass fake U.S. currency at a store at The Shoppes 
at Gateway. It ended less than half-an-hour later in Eugene’s Ferry Street Bridge 
neighborhood after a chase along some busy local roads and highways. Now, 32-
year-old Anthony Thomas Ferrell is under arrest on charges that include the 
alleged forgery and vehicle chase, as well as criminal trespass. He also was 
wanted on earlier warrants. An alleged accomplice, 29-year-old Jenna Ann 
Parker, was arrested at the same time for Theft and possession of heroin. 
Investigators say the chase, which occurred shortly after 1:30 Monday afternoon, 
went along Harlow Road to Coburg Road southbound to Interstate 105 and the 
Delta Highway before police lost sight of the vehicle. A Eugene Police Detective 
Sergeant spotted the unoccupied Mini Cooper about 15 minutes later in the 2300 
block of Ironwood Street, north of Goodpasture Island Road, along with a man 
and woman who appeared to be walking away from the car. Police from the two 
agencies brought in additional officers, a K-9 unit, and drones. Investigators say 



Ferrell and Parker were found hiding in a detached shed after startling a resident 
who was taking out her trash. Police say they tried to flee but were apprehended 
a few minutes later. ; Law enforcement officials have filed close to 20 charges 
against a 39-year-old man accused in connection with what they described as 
“motorhome mayhem” on Friday in parts of southern Lane and northern Douglas 
counties. Investigators say 9-1-1 operators began receiving calls Friday mid-
morning about an RV driver, identified as Frank John James, whose RV 
reportedly struck multiple vehicles on Interstate 5 while traveling south from 
Cottage Grove. Oregon State Police say when the motorhome exited near 
Yoncalla, James’ vehicle struck an Oregon Department of Transportation truck 
head-on but drove from the scene. That’s when they say he entered the Eagle 
Valley RV Park and attempted to strike a pedestrian with the motorhome 
before crashing into a travel trailer. Witnesses said James began confronting 
other drivers and people in the area. At one point, he allegedly attempted to open 
the door to another trailer and used force to steal a bystander’s cellphone. Callers 
said he then stripped and began hitting the windshield of another vehicle. When 
deputies arrived, they said James was acting erratically, prompting them to use a 
TASER to take him into custody. Officials say James damaged the RV park’s 
water line during the incident. Investigators say James’ girlfriend was a passenger 
in the vehicle during the incident and had asked him to stop and let her out, but 
he did not. The charges against James range from Criminal Mischief, Robbery, 
Reckless Endangering, and being a Felon in Possession of a Firearm to Unlawful 
Possession of Methamphetamine, Reckless Driving, and Interfering with a Peace 
Officer. / GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, CRIME: The Republican state lawmaker 
who allowed far-right protesters into the state Capitol during a December special 
legislative session has been stripped of his responsibilities. It came after security 
video showed Representative Mike Nearman of Independence, opening the door 
to the Oregon Capitol building, which was closed to the public. Demonstrators 
attacked authorities with bear spray and broke glass doors during the incident. 
House Speaker Tina Kotek said Monday she has stripped Nearman of his 
committee assignments and rescinded his commission appointments. Nearman 
also agreed to forfeit a badge granting access to the Capitol, to give 24-hours 
notice before arriving there, and not to allow "non-authorized personnel" access 
to the building. Kotek also has called for Nearman’s resignation. ; A Clackamas 
County man has been accused of firing a gun at the federal courthouse in 
Portland, two days after he was arrested outside the state Capitol in Salem on a 
trespassing charge. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports Cody Melby of 
Beavercreek pleaded not guilty on Monday to misdemeanor depredation of 
government property. A federal complaint says two courthouse security officers 
arrested Melby on Friday after seeing him walking inside a fenced-in area in front 
of the Hatfield U.S. Courthouse. The complaint says Melby told the security 
officers that he had been firing his gun. Melby was arrested on Wednesday at the 
state Capitol on suspicion of trespassing with a gun, the same day violent 
insurrectionists stormed the U.S. Capitol. ; The FBI is warning it has learned of 
plans for armed protests at all 50 state capitals and in Washington, D.C., leading 
up to President-elect Joe Biden's inauguration. The warning comes just days after 
the bloodshed during last week’s deadly siege at the U.S. Capitol. An internal FBI 
bulletin warns that the nationwide protests might start later this week and extend 
through Biden’s Jan. 20 inauguration. Two law enforcement officials read details 



of the memo to The Associated Press. The officials were not authorized to speak 
publicly and spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity. The officials say 
investigators believe some of the people are members of extremist groups. ; The 
theme for President-elect Joe Biden’s inauguration will be “America United." Unity 
is an issue that’s long been a central focus for Biden but one that’s taken on 
added weight in the wake of the violence at the U.S. Capitol last week. In an 
announcement shared first with The Associated Press, the Presidential Inaugural 
Committee said that the theme “reflects the beginning of a new national journey 
that restores the soul of America." The committee also announced that after he is 
officially inaugurated, Biden, Vice President-elect Harris and their spouses will lay 
a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery and 
will be joined by three former presidents and their wives — a bipartisan show of 
unity. ; State capitols across the country are under heightened security after the 
siege of the U.S. Capitol last week. The FBI has warned of plans for armed 
protests at all 50 state capitals and in Washington, D.C., ahead of President-elect 
Joe Biden's inauguration. State capitols were reinforced with extra police officers 
and National Guard units Monday as some legislatures returned to business. 
Fencing had already gone up around some capitols during racial injustice protests 
last summer, and it is being added at others. In Michigan, where armed 
demonstrators against coronavirus restrictions entered the capitol last year, a 
state commission voted to bar the open carrying of weapons in the Capitol 
building. ; This time, they’ll be ready. The inauguration of President-elect Joe 
Biden will be held on the same risers in the same spot at the U.S. Capitol where a 
violent, pro-Trump mob descended last week. U.S. Secret Service Special Agent 
in Charge Michael Plati is leading the inauguration security, and he says the two 
events aren’t comparable from a security standpoint. The theme for the event will 
be “America United,” an issue that’s long been a central focus for Biden but one 
that’s taken on added weight following last Wednesday's insurrection. Biden 
himself hasn't expressed concern about his own personal security at the 
inauguration. / ENVIRONMENT, DISASTERS, WEATHER, HEALTH: 
Researchers say in a new study that wildfire smoke accounted for up to half of all 
small-particle air pollution in parts of the western U.S. in recent years. The 
researchers from Stanford University and the University of California at San Diego 
used satellite images and air quality data to model how much pollution was 
generated by the massive fires. They found that even as pollution from other 
sources in western states declined, the amount from wildfires sharply increased. 
The findings underscore the growing public health threat posed by climate 
change. The report comes just four months after catastrophic Labor Day wildfires 
tore across parts of Oregon. ; To much of the rest of the world, the Pacific 
Northwest and Canada's British Columbia represent one of the most eco-friendly 
regions in North America, if not the globe. And yet on climate change, an 
investigative analysis concludes the governments of Oregon, Washington, and 
British Columbia not only over-promised what they would do to stem the tide, they 
underperformed compared to most other states and provinces. The new analysis 
by the group InvestigateWest finds that the region’s fight to head off climate 
change has been beset by partisan wrangling, fear of job losses, disagreements 
over how to ensure equity for already polluted and marginalized communities, and 
misinformation obscuring the full potential of well-documented solutions. The 
group’s research found Oregon and other regional governments set ambitious 



goals for reducing climate-warming greenhouse gases. And Oregon helped lead 
the way by calling for development of green energy sources, including wind, solar, 
and other types of renewable power. But the analysis finds those gains were 
outstripped as the economy rebounded after the last recession and construction, 
industry, and transportation growth quickly overwhelmed any emissions savings. / 
COMMUNITY: A Beaverton financial planner who grew up in Salem remains on 
ABC’s “The Bachelor.” She received the coveted “first impression rose” during the 
season premiere. And she remained in contention, receiving another rose, during 
last night’s episode. The Salem Stateman-Journal notes that Abigail Heringer 
graduated from South Salem High School in 2013. She made headlines as the 
first deaf contestant on "The Bachelor," which in its 25th season is featuring 
its first Black male lead. Bachelor Matt James said Abigail melted his heart in the 
opening episode. When Abigail met Matt, she shared that she has congenital 
hearing loss and a cochlear implant. Google Trends showed that online searches 
for cochlear implant skyrocketed the night the show premiered. One mom 
thanked Abigail for setting an example for her 7-year-old daughter, who has the 
implants. The rose ceremony in each episode determines who gets to continue on 
the show. The 18 female contestants on “The Bachelor” hope to make it to the 
series finale, where Matt might propose marriage. / RECREATION: Ready to plan 
some summer recreational outings? Starting at 6 a.m. on Thursday (Jan. 14), the 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department is accepting new reservations 
anywhere from one day to six months out. In addition to the reservation booking 
window change, all new campsite, yurt and cabin openings will become available 
at 6 a.m. each day rather than midnight. It comes as the parks system continues 
to reopen camping after the first wave of the pandemic forced widespread 
shutdowns. Early last summer, the reservation booking window was gradually 
extended to 30 days. During normal operations, the reservations window extends 
out to nine months. State parks are funded largely by revenue from park visitors, 
with a small portion of their operating money coming from the Oregon Lottery and 
state recreational vehicle registrations. When parks and businesses across 
Oregon shuttered in the spring, the system lost most of its revenues and had only 
a skeleton staff at park properties. Volunteers, many of whom are older adults, 
also were not available to serve as campground hosts or handle basic duties. 
State parks officials thank campers and day-use visitors for their patience. They 
know there is a lot of pent-up demand. More changes to the reservation window 
are possible as the year goes on. Oregon State Parks reservations are accepted 
online at stateparks.oregon.gov and by phone at 800-452-5687, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday (closed holidays). / SPORTS: The Oregon Women’s 
Basketball team moved up one notch, to Number 10, in The Associated Press 
Top 25 poll. The Ducks had a hard-fought game against Number One Stanford 
and lost, but rebounded with a blowout victory Sunday over Cal. But the Oregon 
women’s squad is losing a game off their upcoming weekend schedule: the 
Arizona State Women’s Basketball team is pausing all team because of COVID 
testing and COVID protocols. ; The Oregon Men’s Basketball team is Number 22 
in this week’s Associated Press poll. Gonzaga and Baylor remain atop the 
standings for the seventh consecutive week. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, WEATHER, SAFETY: A 26-mile stretch of state highway 
between Eugene and Florence remains closed this morning after a landslide 
overnight near Walton and Milepost 25. The shutdown on Highway 126 stretches 
from the junction with Poodle Creek Road near Noti on the east to the junction 
with Oregon Highway 36 at Mapleton on the west. Some local access is being 
allowed for residents on either side of the slide. No estimate on when the 
Highway will reopen at Walton, but crews began working overnight to clear the 
mess and stabilize the hillside. Highway 36 is being used as the detour. But while 
it remains open this morning, state highway crews have responded to a few 
locations to clear downed trees and other debris brought down by yesterday’s 
storm. Use caution when traveling. Slow down. ; Earlier in the day on Tuesday, a 
combination of higher-than-usual high tides, heavy rains, and rising streams and 
rivers temporarily closed Highway 126 at Cushman, about three miles east of 
Florence. The stretch of roadway under the railroad bridge regularly floods when 
the Siuslaw River rises during storms. One vehicle—a Mini Cooper—stalled in the 
standing water and had to be towed back to drier ground. The driver was able to 
restart the car and drive away. A few other higher-clearance vehicles slowly 
navigated the flooded stretch before Oregon State Police and Oregon Department 
of Transportation crews closed the roadway. It reopened as low tide arrived, 
allowing the river to drop to a point where the water receded. ; Eastbound 
Interstate 84 is closed at Exit 17 at Troutdale after a slide early Wednesday 
blocked the eastbound lanes at milepost 36. Crews will work to clear the road and 
ensure against further slide threats before reopening the highway. The westbound 
lanes are not affected by this closure. Eastbound travelers should find an 
alternate route or expect a lengthy closure at Troutdale. ; While the rains have 
eased, the risk of landslides and debris flows continues across parts of Western 
Oregon. Oregon’s Office of Emergency Management is urging those who live in 
at-risk areas to be prepared—especially those in recent wildfire burn zones. 
People, structures and roads located below steep slopes in canyons and near the 
mouths of canyons might be at serious risk. Signs of landslides include: Changes 
in landscape such as changes in water runoff, leaning trees or land movement. 
Water in streams or creeks that suddenly turns muddy or if the amount of water 
flowing suddenly decreases or increases. New cracks in plaster, tile or 



foundations. Unusual sounds that might indicate moving debris, such as trees 
cracking or boulders knocking together. Underground utility line breaks. Basic 
preparedness actions can help you manage during dangerous situations. This 
begins with having an emergency kit with necessary supplies for up to two weeks 
and having a practiced family plan with steps for what to do in an emergency. ; 
Yesterday’s heavy rain and gusty winds caused road closures and power 
outages. They’re also affecting some schools. The Mapleton schools are closed 
for the day because of power outages and road closures. That means there will 
be no limited in-person classes, virtual classes, or sports conditioning workouts. 
The Alsea Schools are on a two-hour delay. The McKenzie Schools are 
continuing their online sessions but there will be no on-site support on campus 
today. / GOVERNMENT, FINANCES, HEALTH: The folks at the Internal Revenue 
Service say it is NOT a scam. But there are concerns some people think it is—or 
is junk mail—and are throwing it out. The U.S. Treasury is issuing its second 
round of stimulus payments. If you haven't received a direct deposit by mid-
month, look for either a check from the IRS or Economic Impact Payment (EIP) 
debit card in the mail. People will not necessarily be paid the same way they 
received their first stimulus payment. How to identify the card: The envelope will 
have a return address of Money Network Cardholder Services, PO Box 247022, 
Omaha, NE 68124. Again, this is not a scam. ; Still looking for the second round 
of pandemic relief payments? The IRS says it shouldn't be much longer. The 
agency says after some problems at the start of payments, more second-round 
funds are being sent to taxpayers. The process began at the end of December. 
But many who filed their taxes with an online preparation service found that an 
administrative issue delayed having the money sent to taxpayer bank accounts. / 
HEALTH: A change in guidance from the CDC means Oregon is expanding its 
COVID-19 vaccination priority to include people age 65 and older. Governor Kate 
Brown made the announcement yesterday evening. The change takes effect on 
Saturday, January 23. The federal and state updates move seniors age 65 and 
older who are living independently to the top of the next priority group, where they 
join childcare and early learning providers, as well as Kindergarten through 12th 
grade teachers and staff. Previously, older adults living in congregate care 
settings, such as long-term care and skilled nursing facilities, were eligible for the 
first round of vaccines. These new guidelines expand eligibility to include seniors 
who are living independently. The changes rely on increased vaccine shipments 
from the federal government. This week, states were told all available doses 
currently kept in federally managed warehouses are being distributed to them to 
speed the pace of vaccinations. But while the news is welcome, it also means that 
states across the U.S., including Oregon, must create new vaccination distribution 
plans and find ways to quickly set up mass vaccination clinics for eligible groups 
beyond what was already planned. On Friday, the governor’s office and leaders of 
the Oregon Health Authority will provide more details on the distribution plans, as 
well as how Oregon will continue to reach those most vulnerable to COVID-19. 
The governor is promising that state officials will devote all resources necessary 
to ramp up distribution with through health care providers at the local level. She 
also asked cautioned those who are newly eligible to have patience. With 
hundreds of thousands more Oregonians suddenly eligible for early immunization, 
not everyone will be able to receive them the first day they are available. Brown 
says Oregon’s health care providers are working as fast as humanly possible to 



shift their vaccine distribution plans to meet the sudden change in national 
guidance. She says she and state health officials are working with the Oregon 
National Guard, hospitals, and pharmacies to speed those efforts. ; According to 
the latest estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau, Oregon’s population stands at 
more than 4.2 million. Oregonians age 65 and older maker up slightly more than 
18 percent of that total. That’s more than 767,000 people. And while tens of 
thousands of the state’s older adults already are being vaccinated if they live in 
congregate care settings, far more live independently in their communities. That 
means state and local officials must await those large shipments of vaccines from 
the federal government, while coordinating and staffing mass vaccine clinics for 
the many who now qualify to receive doses. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENT: Oregon Governor Kate Brown yesterday updated the list of 
County Risk Categories. And most counties, including Lane, will for another two 
weeks continue to see tight restrictions in an effort to reduce the number of 
COVID-19 cases. It comes as health officials statewide say they are seeing not 
just a surge in winter cases but the beginning of a surge in post-holiday infections. 
For the two-week period from January 15 through January 28, 26 counties are at 
the “Extreme Risk” level. They include Lane, Benton, and Linn. Coos County is 
one of four Oregon counties moving back to the Extreme Risk level because it 
has seen a surge in COVID-19 cases. Douglas and Lincoln counties remain at the 
lower “High Risk” level, which means fewer restrictions but still some key 
limitations. The state’s framework uses four different risk levels for counties based 
on COVID-19 spread—Extreme Risk, High Risk, Moderate Risk, and Lower 
Risk—and assigns health and safety measures for each level. Counties in the 
“Extreme Risk” category see limitations on certain types of businesses. 
Restaurants, for example, only may offer outdoor dining. Gym, fitness, and 
recreation offerings, for example, may not take place indoors. Counties at High 
Risk have somewhat loosened restrictions, including caps on the number of 
people allowed for indoor activities. The next update of risk levels is expected on 
January 26 and will go into effect on January 29. / HEALTH: State officials say 
another 54 Oregonians have died from COVID-19 and its complications. That ties 
a grim daily record. Slightly more than 1,200 additional people have tested 
positive. Locally, Lane County Public Health officials said yesterday they were 
notified of 101 additional COVID-19 cases. Thirty people are hospitalized, five in 
the ICU. But with three additional deaths reported in recent days, Lane County’s 
death toll stands at 103. Officials noted the sad milestone as the county total 
moved above 100. Public health experts say 433 local residents remain infected. 
Another 544 are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who 
since has tested positive for the virus. ; State health officials say at least 115,000 
Oregonians have received their first dose of coronavirus vaccine. Of those, at 
least seven thousand have received their second dose—meaning they are fully 
immunized. In Lane County, officials say slightly more than 8,000 people have 
received at least one dose of vaccine. Most are front-line health care workers, first 
responders, and vulnerable adults in long-term care and skilled nursing facilities. / 
SPORTS. HEALTH: The Number 22 Oregon Men's Basketball team has paused 
all team-related activities because of COVID-19 protocols. Athletic Department 
officials made the announcement yesterday. The “pause” means the Ducks' home 
games on Thursday against Arizona State and on Saturday against Arizona are 
being postponed. ; The Number 10 Oregon Women’s Basketball team has a big 



match-up Thursday at Number 11 Arizona. That contest tips off at 4 p.m. on 
ESPN. But the Duck women’s Sunday game at Arizona State was postponed 
when the Sun Devils announced earlier this week that they were pausing all team 
activities dur to COVID protocols. / GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, SAFETY, 
CRIME: U.S. officials say the FBI warned law enforcement agencies ahead of last 
week’s breach of the U.S. Capitol about the potential for extremist-driven 
violence. That contradicts earlier statements that law enforcement agencies were 
caught off guard by the assault by supporters of President Donald Trump. 
Meanwhile, prosecutors are weighing sedition charges against at least some of 
the Trump loyalists who stormed the U.S. Capitol last week. The acting U.S. 
attorney in Washington, Michael Sherwin, says trespassing and other 
misdemeanor counts against some of the dozens arrested so far may still be 
upgraded to sedition. Sedition is punishable by up to 20 years in prison. ; A total 
of 15,000 National Guard members have now been activated and will deploy to 
Washington, D.C., to help provide security in the run up to the inauguration of 
President-elect Joe Biden. The number of Guard members coming in from other 
states has been growing, amid escalating fears of more violent protests in the 
wake of the deadly riot at the U.S. Capitol last week. This comes as President 
Donald Trump is taking no responsibility for his role in fomenting the violent 
insurrection. A Capitol police officer died from injuries suffered in the riot, and 
police shot a woman during the violence. Three others died in what authorities 
said were medical emergencies. Trump says his remarks to supporters last week 
were “totally appropriate.” ; Airbnb says it will be blocking and cancelling all 
reservations in the Washington, D.C. area during the week of the presidential 
inauguration. The decision, announced Wednesday, came two days after it said it 
was reviewing reservations in the area ahead of next week’s presidential 
inauguration and said it will bar any guests associated with hate groups or violent 
activity. Airbnb has had a policy of removing guests who are confirmed to be 
members of hate groups since 2017, when it blocked guests who were headed to 
a white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia. / HEALTH, 
TRANSPORTATION: Anyone flying to the U.S. will soon need to show proof of a 
negative test for COVID-19. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said 
Tuesday the order will take effect in two weeks. The U.S. is already facing a 
surge of coronavirus infections, and new, more contagious variants are emerging 
around the world. The CDC says the test won't eliminate all risk, but it will slow 
the spread of the virus in the U.S. while more Americans get vaccinated. U.S.-
bound travelers will need to get a test within three days of their flight. / HEALTH: 
Coronavirus deaths in the U.S. have hit another one-day high at over 4,300 with 
the country’s attention focused largely on the fallout from the deadly uprising at 
the Capitol. The nation’s overall death toll from COVID-19 has eclipsed 380,000, 
according to Johns Hopkins University. It is closing in fast on the number of 
Americans killed in World War II, or about 407,000. The country is simultaneously 
facing a political crisis and on edge over threats of more violence from far-right 
extremists. / ELDERS, HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH: An ongoing study suggests 
that older American adults are showing resilience and perseverance despite 
struggles with loneliness and isolation during the pandemic. That's according to 
the National Social Life, Health and Aging Project, conducted by the social 
research organization NORC at the University of Chicago. It's part of a longer-
term study designed to track the physical and emotional well-being of a group of 



older Americans over time. Only 9% of older adults reported having “fair or poor 
overall mental health” during the pandemic. Nevertheless, the study found that 
general happiness has declined and an increasing number report occasional 
feelings of depression or isolation. / BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: 
Oregon has fined a Salem gym nearly $127,000 for repeatedly refusing to shut 
down in compliance with COVID-19 restrictions. The Oregonian/OregonLive 
reports Oregon Occupational Safety and Health announced Tuesday it had 
issued the fine to Capitol Racquet Sports for willfully refusing to comply with state 
health orders at one of its Courthouse Club Fitness locations in Salem. 
Courthouse Club didn't immediately respond to a request for comment from the 
newspaper on Tuesday. The gym has 30 days to decide whether to appeal the 
fine. It has appealed previous sanctions totaling $90,000. / HEALTH: Researchers 
are reporting another record one-year decline in the U.S. cancer death rate, a 
drop they continue to attribute to success against lung cancer. The overall cancer 
death rate has been falling since 1991. The American Cancer Society released a 
report Tuesday saying it fell 2.4% from 2017 to 2018. That topped the record 
2.2% drop reported the year before. Most lung cancer cases are tied to smoking, 
and decades of declining smoking rates have led to falling rates of lung cancer. 
Experts say the drop in deaths has been accelerated by refinements in surgery, 
better diagnostic scanning, more precise use of radiation and the impact of newer 
drugs. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, EDUCATION: As clean-up continues 
from this week’s heavy rain and gusty winds, the Mapleton Schools remain closed 
due to a power outage. Virtual classes remain on schedule but there will be no 
first- and second-grade story time and Zoom meetings. There will be no limited in-
person instruction. And there will be no Learning Packet delivery. However, Food 
delivery will be on its regular schedule. ; Good news for drivers between Eugene 
and Florence: Oregon Highway 126 reopened though the Coast Range late 
yesterday morning. State transportation crews cleared that landslide near Walton. 
Also, Eastbound Interstate 84 is open to traffic east of Troutdale following a debris 
slide on Tuesday night that closed the road four miles east of Multnomah Falls. 
However, traffic is limited to one lane between mileposts 34-37 in the slide area. 
Motorists should drive with extra caution through this area. ; Officials with the 
Oregon Department of Transportation say that even though the rains have let up, 
saturated and unstable soils remain. That aggravates the potential for slides. 
Yesterday, ODOT crews began aerial and ground assessments along state 
roadways to determine the extent and nature of the threat. Most slides take place 
in areas of the state accustomed to slides in heavy rain, including in the Columbia 
River Gorge, and along rivers in both the Coast Range and the Cascades. The 
slide threat will be greatest on roads with steep hillsides. Here are some tips for 
drivers—not just this week but through the rainy season: Be especially 
alert. Bridges might be washed out, culverts overtopped, and boulders dislodged. 
Do not drive through high water. You might not realize it is dangerously deep. 
Watch for sunken and cracked roads and leaning utility poles, trees or fences. 
Listen for unusual sounds that might indicate moving debris, such as trees 
cracking or boulders knocking together. A trickle flow may precede a much larger 
event and slides can develop quickly. If you are near a river or creek, be alert for 
sudden changes in water levels or if the water changes from clear to 
muddy. Such changes indicate activity upstream and you should be prepared to 
move quickly. Be especially alert in areas burned by the September 2020 
wildfires, where the threat of slides is increased. If a slide occurs, no matter how 
small, leave quickly. More might be coming. And remember, slides vary widely in 
size and can move at a very slow or a very high speed, depending on slope 
angle, water content, and type of earth and debris flow. Visit TripCheck.com for 



the latest road conditions and closures. ; This week’s pounding rains caused 
havoc throughout the state, with widespread power outages, landslides and 
localized flooding around Mount Hood, in the Columbia River Gorge, in the 
Portland area and along the coast. The Oregonian and OregonLive reported one 
person is missing after flash flooding and landslides Wednesday in the Gorge. 
The Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office said authorities believe the missing 
person was driving a car that was swept away by a debris flow in the Dodson 
area, which is east of Multnomah Falls along Interstate 84. The sheriff identified 
the missing person as 50-year-old Jennifer Moore of Warrendale. Firefighters 
unsuccessfully used thermal-imaging cameras to look for heat sources in the 
debris flow, estimated to be about 10 feet deep in some areas, deputies said. 
Meanwhile, the area remained too dangerous for searchers Wednesday 
afternoon. Deputies said search and rescue crews planned to return today with 
specialized equipment to look for Moore. Separately, a traffic flagger was killed 
near Sandy after being struck by a vehicle owned by Portland General Electric as 
utility crews worked to repair storm damage. / SPORTS: The Number 10 Oregon 
Women’s Basketball team has a big match-up today at Number 11 Arizona. That 
contest tips off at 4 p.m. on ESPN. But the Duck women’s Sunday game at 
Arizona State was postponed when the Sun Devils announced earlier this week 
that they were pausing all team activities due to COVID protocols. / HEALTH: In 
Lane County, officials say slightly more than 8,500 people have received at least 
one dose of vaccine. State health officials say more than 14,700 Oregonians 
received coronavirus vaccinations in recent days. That includes more than 9,000 
vaccines given on Tuesday. But the statewide vaccination effort continues to fall 
below the 12,000 per-day target the governor wanted to see by the end of this 
week. The vaccinations are being administered by Oregon hospitals, long-term 
care facilities, emergency medical service agencies, urgent care facilities, and 
Local Public Health Authorities. Most are front-line health care workers, first 
responders, and vulnerable adults in skilled nursing and memory care facilities. ; 
Earlier this month, Oregon’s vaccination effort expanded to other Phase One 
groups, including staff and residents in adult foster care, group homes for people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities, along with those who work in 
hospice care, mobile crisis care, correctional settings, and non-emergency 
medical transport. To more quickly vaccinate some of those people—who are in 
Phase One’s Groups 2 and 3, Lane County Public Health is preparing to hold 
mass vaccination clinics specifically for those people. The effort was briefly put 
on-hold when county health officials learned they would only receive 100 doses of 
vaccine this week—not nearly enough to mount a mass-vaccination operation. 
But large amounts of vaccine were shipped to local health partners McKenzie-
Willamette Medical Center and Nova Health. They are contributing much of their 
shipments toward this weekend’s public health clinics. McKenzie-Willamette is 
contributing 975 doses of the Pfizer vaccine and Nova Health is contributing 500 
doses of the Moderna vaccine. Now again, the weekend mass vaccination clinics 
are NOT open to everyone. These are for individuals in Phase One – Groups 2 
and 3. Invitations are being issued directly to those who are able to be 
vaccinated. There are not enough doses to cover everyone in these groups this 
weekend but additional clinics for Groups 2 and 3 are in the works. The University 
of Oregon, whose health staff have experience with mass vaccination clinics, are 
helping to coordinate the effort. It also will include assistance from the Oregon 



National Guard to provide traffic and other assistance. ; State officials say another 
41 Oregonians have died from COVID-19 and its complications and another 
1,346 people have tested positive. Lane County Public Health officials said 
yesterday they were notified of 112 additional COVID-19 cases and two more 
deaths. They included a 66-year-old woman and a 94-year-old man. That puts our 
pandemic death toll at 105. Thirty-three people are hospitalized, five in the ICU. 
Public health experts say 457 local residents remain infected. Another 577 are 
under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who since has tested 
positive for the virus. ; As the COVID-19 surge continues nationwide, the Oregon 
Health Authority’s Weekly Report shows sharp increases in daily cases and 
positive tests. There were 8,150 new daily cases during last week, a three-
percent increase in infections over the previous week. The percentage of positive 
tests increased to 8.2 percent. COVID-19 related deaths surged to 177, up from 
73 the previous week. People between the ages of 20 to 49 account for slightly 
more than half of Oregon coronavirus cases, but adults age 70 and older continue 
to account for more than three out of every four deaths. Last week, state health 
officials were monitoring 202 active COVID-19 outbreaks in senior living 
communities and congregate living settings. In Lane County, the bulk of our 
recent outbreaks also have come in long-term care and senior communities. 
Officials say many of those patients already were dealing with other medical 
issues and had fragile immune systems, which made them more vulnerable to 
expose to the virus. About one in five local outbreaks are tied to workplace 
settings. About five percent are the result of exposures in faith-based settings, 
either in connection with small services or small religious gatherings. / CRIME: 
Eugene Police say they have made another arrest in connection with the riots and 
vandalism that took place on the night of May 29 and morning of May 30. 21-year-
old Kaleb Lee Jones of Woodburn was arrested on Tuesday and charged with 
Riot, Unlawful Manufacture of a Destructive Device, and Unlawful Possession of a 
Destructive Device. Investigators say Jones and other rioters made Molotov 
Cocktails, which they lit and threw into a large bonfire. So far, 22 people have 
been arrested. Police have spent long hours reviewing surveillance footage, 
social media images, and fielding tips from the public as they identify and track 
down suspects. Additional arrests are anticipated. Eugene Police Detectives 
continue to seek tips about any other rioters involved in the late-May event, as 
well as any photos or videos of the incident that attendees might have taken. The 
Eugene Police TIP line is 541-262-5388. / GOVERNMENT, CRIME, POLITICS, 
SAFETY: Gov. Kate Brown has activated the Oregon National Guard because of 
possible violence at the state Capitol and elsewhere following the violent storming 
of the U.S. Capitol last week by a pro-Trump mob. The Oregon State Police said 
in a statement Wednesday the National Guard would be deployed as necessary 
and their deployment locations will not be made public. The state Capitol in Salem 
has seen near-weekly protests since November’s elections, and some have 
turned violent. Federal authorities have warned of possible unrest in all 50 state 
capitols this weekend and into next week.  The Oregon State Police and Oregon 
National Guard routinely work and train and in the past year have worked at 
protests and during and after the destructive September wildfires. ; Sixteen days 
before the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol and nearly 2,900 miles away, an eerily 
similar incident occurred at the Oregon Capitol when 50 protesters breached the 
building — where lawmakers were working — and clashed with law enforcement. 



Security video shows an Oregon Republican lawmaker had physically opened the 
Capitol’s door — letting protesters gain access to the building. Oregon lawmakers 
called for the resignation of Rep. Mike Nearman of Independence ahead of the 
upcoming Legislative session that begins next week. The legal consequences 
that Nearman, one of the chamber’s most conservative Republicans, might face 
are still unfolding. He did not return an email seeking comment. ; As rioters 
converged on the U.S. Capitol building, the grounds normally hailed as the seat of 
American democracy became a melting pot of extremist groups. Militia members, 
white supremacists, paramilitary organizations and fanatical supporters of 
outgoing President Donald Trump stood shoulder to shoulder, unified in rage. 
Experts say years of increasing partisanship and a growing fascination of 
paramilitary groups combined with the coronavirus pandemic to create a conveyor 
belt of radicalization. Amy Cooter, an expert in U.S. militias at Vanderbilt 
University, says the nation needs to be prepared for the possibility of “worst-case 
scenarios” of violence from extremist groups in the weeks and months ahead. / 
POLICING, RACIAL JUSTICE: Eugene Police Chief Chris Skinner says this 
year’s Martin Luther King, Jr., Day observance will look and feel different than in 
years past, and it should. Skinner says the observances mean more to 
participants after last year’s movements toward racial equality and the equitable 
administration of justice. At the same time, he acknowledges the community 
tension and anxiety after last week’s events at the nation’s Capitol, as well as the 
warning sent on Monday by the FBI about the potential for armed protests at state 
and federal government sites in all 50 states on and around next week’s 
presidential inauguration. Skinner says Eugene Police are committed to providing 
a safe and secure atmosphere for everyone. He says he has personally been in 
contact with his local FBI counterpart and specialists are working to identify any 
potential local threats. Skinner says the Eugene Police are, quote, “absolutely 
committed to being an apolitical organization.” He says when officers staff a 
protest or gathering where people exercise their constitutional right to free 
speech, they will focus specifically on the behavior that is occurring. If it is criminal 
behavior and would pose a safety issue, Skinner says police going to intervene to 
protect potential victims. Skinner also calls this a “year of opportunity to make 
change happen and to move forward.” He acknowledges there are things that 
should have been done years ago to ensure everyone’s lives were better and to 
be more inclusive. He says those efforts are underway now and will continue. / 
BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Another financial lifeline for Lane County 
businesses. The county and Community LendingWorks have notified 239 local 
businesses that they are recipients of a collective $3.6 million in funding from 
small business grants offered last month. Slightly more than one-quarter of the 
funds are headed to businesses in rural communities. Twenty-two percent is 
going to Springfield businesses and 52 percent to Eugene businesses. Economic 
development experts say local businesses are the lifeblood of our communities—
especially small businesses. These grants were available to local businesses with 
fewer than 25 full-time equivalent employees, as well as sole proprietors. The 
funding came from the State of Oregon and was randomly distributed after a 
drawing of applications from eligible businesses. The first drawing for 75 percent 
of the overall funding was conducted among applications from businesses in the 
tourism, hospitality or event sectors, along with businesses closed as a result of 
the Governor’s ordered freezes (e.g., gyms, museums, sports courts, etc.), rural 



businesses or majority women-, disabled-, veteran-, or minority-owned 
businesses. The remaining 25 percent of the funds were dispersed in the second 
random drawing that included all other eligible applicants, as well as those not 
selected in the first drawing. But the need is far greater than what local resources 
can address; nearly 1,600 businesses in Lane County requested more than $24 
million in funding in this round of grants alone. Lane County will continue to 
advocate for more small business support and disperse any additional funding 
quickly and equitably. ; As the pandemic continues, the City of Eugene is this 
week partnering with Business Oregon, to offer free Personal Protective 
Equipment or “PPE” supplies to local small businesses and non-profits with 100 
or fewer employees. The PPE inventory includes 14,000 boxes of large and 
medium gloves; more than 39,600 disposable masks; and 32,000 boxes of 
antiseptic wipes. As long as supplies last, each eligible local small business or 
non-profit may pick up a two-month supply on a first-come, first-served basis. 
They must be located in Eugene, headquartered in Oregon, and have a state 
business registry number. The City of Eugene will accept applications online 
beginning on January 12. Supplies will be available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Once the application is verified, arrangements will be made for someone 
from the business or non-profit to pick up the PPE supplies in person. 
Visit eugene-or.gov/FreeBizPPE to for more information and the application link. If 
your application is approved, you’ll be contacted to make an appointment to pick 
up the PPE. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: A growing number of restaurants nationwide 
are opening for indoor dining in defiance of strict COVID-19 regulations in their 
states, saying they are targeted unfairly and are barely hanging on. In Oregon, a 
movement to defy an indoor-dining ban began quietly on Jan. 1 and is gaining 
steam despite warnings from state inspectors and surging COVID-19 case 
numbers. Democratic Gov. Kate Brown has also threatened restaurants with the 
revocation of liquor and slot machine licenses in a standoff that's increasingly 
attracting the attention of far-right groups such as the People's Rights network. 
Similar revolts have also played out in places with strict COVID-19 rules, including 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Washington and California. ; Earlier this week, Oregon 
fined a Salem gym nearly $127,000 for repeatedly refusing to shut down in 
compliance with COVID-19 restrictions. The Oregon Occupational Safety and 
Health announced Tuesday it had issued the fine to Capitol Racquet Sports for 
willfully refusing to comply with state health orders at one of its Courthouse Club 
Fitness locations in Salem. Courthouse Club didn't immediately respond to a 
request for comment from the newspaper on Tuesday. The gym has 30 days to 
decide whether to appeal the fine. It has appealed previous sanctions totaling 
$90,000. / POLICING, RACIAL JUSTICE: A federal judge says he’s considering 
requiring Portland police armed with less-lethal launchers wear body cameras 
during protests, receive training every six months and explain why they pulled the 
trigger each time in reports that are made public. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report a U.S. District judge said he also wants the city to find ways to rotate Rapid 
Response Team officers for protest assignments, so the Police Bureau doesn’t 
have an operator of a less-lethal weapon on the street “night after night after 
night.” These ideas are among remedies he’s considering as court sanctions after 
finding Portland police in contempt of a June order that restricted the use of less-
lethal munitions during protests. / FINANCES: Lottery jackpots continue to 
climb—although he odds of winning remain stratospheric. Nobody selected all of 



the numbers in last night’s Powerball drawing. Saturday’s jackpot climbs to $640 
million. Friday’s MegaMillions prize stands at $750 million. The prizes have been 
climbing for months as no one won. But don’t drain your savings and retirement 
funds to chase the big prize: Odds of winning Powerball at one in 292 million. For 
MegaMillions, the odds of hitting the jackpot numbers are a bit higher: One in 302 
million. The odds you’ll win both: one in 88,412,922,115,818,300 (that’s 88 
quadrillion). / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, 
ENVIRONMENT: They are working during winter weather that ranges from 
occasional sunshine to rain and snow. State crews and contractors are continuing 
to mark and clear hazard trees and remove debris left in the wake of the 
devastating Labor Day wildfires. That includes using a mix of heavy equipment 
and ground crews. Workers are preparing burned properties for rebuilding by 
placing address markers and testing for asbestos to ensure things are safe for 
construction crews and residents. Waterlogged debris is difficult to safely load 
and haul on roadways. Landfills will not accept saturated materials. Crews are 
working around these challenges but say progress will slow until weather 
improves and debris dries out after major storms. As for the hazard tree removal 
operations, the latest data indicates there are close to 300,000 trees in burned 
areas across Western and Southern Oregon that need to be marked and cut 
down. Some can be salvaged as lumber. Many are too damaged. Debris removal 
crews are working to clear the trees while keeping sediment from the operations 
out of streams. In some cases, charred trees are chipped to be used in erosion 
control. State officials say all debris clean-up operations are being closely 
coordinated with county partners. So far, more than 2,000 parcels have been 
cleared of hazardous waste. More than 25,000 individuals have applied for 
assistance in the wake of the wildfires. FEMA, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, reports it has approved $32.2 million in aid and is reviewing 
other applications submitted by yesterday’s deadline. /  
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HEALTH: "When will I get my vaccine?" That's the question on a lot of people's 
minds. Lane County Government has created a vaccine information email list. 
The sign-up is available through the Lane County Public Health's COVID-19 and 
vaccine webpage. You’ll be asked to provide your name, email address, age 
group, and occupation (if any). And you’ll begin receiving updates containing with 
general information about the county's vaccine efforts and specific information 
about when your group becomes eligible and how to get vaccinated. The county 
will also notify various groups of their eligibility through the public health website, 
local media, and other informational channels. When you are eligible to receive 
your vaccine will vary based on the "Phase" and "Group" into which you fall. The 
website also contains information on who is in the Phase 1 and Phase 2 Groups, 
as does the website for the Oregon Health Authority. State health officials hope to 
begin vaccinations of people age 65 and older on January 25. But with 767,000 in 
that age group, it could take months and a much larger supply of vaccine doses to 
get everyone immunized. The Lane County Public Health web address to sign up 
for emails is: 
https://lanecounty.org/government/county_departments/health_and_human_servi
ces/public_health/2019_novel_coronavirus__c_o_v_i_d19/vaccine_information 
You may also go to https://covidvaccine.oregon.gov/ and sign up for vaccine-
related emails from the Oregon Health Authority, as well. ; This week, Lane 
County is preparing for an invitation-only mass vaccination clinic to continue 
administering doses to some of the thousands of people in the Phase 1-A 
categories. These include staff and residents in adult foster care and group 
homes for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, along with those 
who work in hospice care, mobile crisis care, home health and outpatient care, 
correctional settings, and non-emergency medical transport. The effort was briefly 
put on-hold when county health officials learned they would only receive 100 
doses of vaccine this week—not nearly enough to mount a mass-vaccination 
operation. But large amounts of vaccine were shipped to local health partners 
McKenzie-Willamette Medical Center and Nova Health. They are contributing 
much of their shipments toward this weekend’s public health clinics. McKenzie-
Willamette is contributing 975 doses of the Pfizer vaccine and Nova Health is 
contributing 500 doses of the Moderna vaccine for a total 1,475 doses for this 



weekend’s clinic. Now again, the mass vaccination clinic is NOT open to 
everyone. These are for individuals in Phase One – Groups 2 and 3. Invitations 
are being issued directly to those who are able to be vaccinated. There are not 
enough doses to cover everyone in these groups this weekend but additional 
clinics for Groups 2 and 3 will be scheduled as more doses come available. The 
University of Oregon, whose health staff have experience with mass vaccination 
clinics, are helping to coordinate the effort. It also will include assistance from the 
Oregon National Guard. Oregon Military Department officials told county health 
leaders they can provide up to 25 Oregon National Guard members to administer 
vaccine doses, with another 15 to assist with tasks ranging from data entry to 
traffic control. Other vaccinations are being administered by Oregon hospitals, 
long-term care facilities, emergency medical service agencies, urgent care 
facilities, and Local Public Health Authorities to front-line health care workers, first 
responders, and vulnerable adults in skilled nursing and memory care facilities. 
Lane County Public Health officials add that the State of Oregon is sending the 
county an additional ultra-low temperature freezer for storing future additional 
doses or vaccines. ; Officials from the Oregon Health Authority say they’ve met 
the target of administering 12,000 coronavirus vaccine doses per day statewide. 
But they acknowledge that is still not fast enough to get Oregonians vaccinated 
quickly. Oregon has administered more than 146,000 cumulative first and second 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines. More than 9,000 of those have been administered 
in Lane County. But it comes as the Oregon Health Authority reported another 
1,152 new confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19 and 29 additional 
deaths, bringing our pandemic death toll to 1,737. State health experts say one of 
the recent deaths was a 19-year-old. That patient had underlying conditions, but 
officials say it is a reminder that people of all ages are at risk for potentially life-
threatening complications if they contract the virus. Since the pandemic began, 
103 COVID-19 patients between the ages of 10 and 19 have been hospitalized in 
Oregon. Lane County Public Health yesterday reported 61 additional positive 
cases and two more deaths. Our local death toll stands at 107. Thirty-two people 
are hospitalized with nine in the ICU. Public health experts say 415 local residents 
remain infected. Another 594 are under monitoring because they were exposed to 
someone who since has tested positive for the virus. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, 
POLITICS: Oregon Gov. Kate Brown says the state’s efforts to increase COVID-
19 vaccinations have been thrown in disarray because of “deception on a national 
scale” by the Trump administration. Via Twitter this morning the Democrat said 
she was told by General Gustave F. Perna, who leads the “Operation Warp 
Speed” federal vaccine effort, that states will not be receiving increased 
shipments of vaccines from the national stockpile next week “because there is no 
federal reserve of doses.” Brown said she was demanding answers from federal 
officials and that she was “shocked and appalled" that they set an expectation on 
which they could not deliver. Brown had scheduled a news conference for this 
afternoon. / COMMUNITY, SOCIAL SERVICES, LOW-INCOME, RACIAL 
JUSTICE: The NAACP’s Eugene-Springfield chapter has been busy during the 
pandemic providing everything from donated food to youth and family support. In 
August, its mission expanding with the addition of a 2018 12-passenger van. The 
vehicle was provided through the generous support of NAACP members and 
supporters over the past several months and Shannon Nill of Guaranty Chevrolet 
made a generous reduction in the cost of the van to assist with its purchase. But 



sometime late last week someone stole the van, along with a computer and some 
other items from its office. Local NAACP officials filed a police report and are 
hoping for the van’s safe return. / RECREATION: Yesterday morning, at six a.m., 
the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department began accepting new reservations 
anywhere from one day to six months out for its popular campsites, yurts, 
teepees, and cabins. At least, that was the idea. The reality was that the vendor, 
Aspira, that handles the reservations system for ReserveAmerica, did not make 
the change that allowed people to begin making reservations at 6 a.m. rather than 
midnight. Frustrated would-be campers wanting to lock in their spring and 
summer bookings complained and presumably some blood pressure readings 
mounted. State Parks officials got the vendor on the phone and said the problem 
needed to be fixed immediately. It eventually was. Now, when you go online to 
book a state parks campsite, you should be able to do so up to six months out, 
with the date that is six months out opening each morning at 6 a.m. Oregon State 
Parks reservations are accepted online at stateparks.oregon.gov and by phone at 
800-452-5687, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through Friday (closed holidays). / 
COMMUNITY, YOUTH: Looking for your next snack? The Girl Scouts of Oregon 
and Southwest Washington have launched their 2021 cookie season. This year, 
because of the pandemic, ordering has gone online and you can have them 
shipped to your home or workplace or delivered contact-free. The cookie sales 
raise funds for Girl Scout programs and also teach the girls and teens valuable 
skills that help build confidence and communication—and give them a taste of the 
business world. How to order? There is the popular Girl Scout Cookie Finder 
app—available in the iPhone and Android stores. But if you know a Girl Scout 
they each have their own online ordering platform and can send you the link. 
Among the favorites for sale this season: Thin Mints and Tagalongs, Trefoils and 
Lemon-Ups, Girl Scout S’Mores, Samoas, Do-Si-Dos, and the gluten-free Toffee-
Tastics. / GOVERNMENT, SAFETY, CRIME, POLITICS: FBI leaders in Oregon 
say their priority this weekend and through Inauguration Week is to protect our 
state and the rights of peaceful protesters and uphold the U.S. Constitution. The 
FBI’s Portland Field Office is working with the Oregon State Police and local law 
enforcement partners to prepare for any potential violent activity related to the 
recent unrest in Washington, D.C. and elsewhere. That includes working to 
identify anyone from Oregon who was involved in the insurrection in the U.S. 
Capitol, as well as disrupting those who might be trying to incite violence and 
engage in criminal activity locally. Renn Cannon, the FBI’s Special Agent in 
Charge in Oregon, says the agency is operating a command post to gather 
intelligence and coordinate with law enforcement partners on potential threats. 
Cannon says the FBI also has brought together special agents, bomb technicians, 
the FBI Evidence Response Team, tactical teams, intelligence teams, and others 
to support their investigations and counter any potential threat of violence to the 
state capitol in Salem, federal buildings in Portland and Eugene, and other sites. 
The FBI is urging anyone with tips to call them at (503) 224-4181 or go to the 
website tips.fbi.gov to submit information regarding any potential violence at any 
upcoming protest or event. You also may call 1-800-CALL-FBI if there is an 
emergency or call 9-1-1. ; State lawmakers in Oregon will delay by at least two 
days much of the work of next week's start of the legislative session because of 
warnings from law enforcement about the possibility of violent protests. The 
Legislature is set to convene on Tuesday. But leaders of the Oregon House and 



Senate have cancelled floor sessions and committee hearings as a precaution 
and there will be no in-person meetings. Senate President Peter Courtney said 
the decision was made after consulting with law enforcement. Last month, 
Oregon lawmakers last month saw members of a violent right-wing crowd enter 
the state Capitol, fight with police, and damage the building. ; The FBI is setting 
up a command post in Portland to prepare for any potential violent activity related 
to last week’s violent insurrection in Washington, D.C. and at many state Capitols. 
FBI officials said Thursday they will gather intelligence and work with other law 
enforcement agencies in the run-up to expected potential protests this weekend. 
Portland’s police chief said Thursday there are no known specific threats to 
Portland at this time. Federal law enforcement and intelligence specialists say 
unrest at statehouses is possible in all 50 states on Sunday and leading up to 
President-Elect Joe Biden's inauguration on Wednesday. / WILDFIRE 
RECOVERY, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, SAFETY: The Holiday Farm Fire 
burned more than 173,000 acres up the McKenzie Valley, destroying hundreds of 
homes and other structures and severely burning surrounding forestlands and the 
soil on which those trees stand. Fire suppression costs through mid-October 
totaled $42 million. But a panel of experts say it could take up to a decade for the 
damage to the land itself to ease. Yesterday, members of the Erosion Threat 
Assessment and Reduction team—made up of representatives from more than 
one dozen state, federal, and local agencies and organizations, discussed the 
fire’s effects and the slow path forward. They say the burn damage to soil and the 
erosion resulting from the coming years of winter rains greatly increase the risk of 
sediment runoff and landslides in the valley. Experts say homeowners preparing 
to rebuild can take some steps to slow runoff across their properties. But the 
larger threat might be the hillsides above. In some cases, members of the panel 
say changing the planned homesite from one side of the property to another 
might be enough to reduce the danger posed by potential debris flows. Other 
community and recreational hazards posed will require far larger efforts: Many 
homes, businesses, boat landings, parks, and roadways are threatened by 
burned trees that might topple over time. The McKenzie River and many of its 
tributaries have lost their forest shade, which could lead to warmer water 
temperatures along. Added runoff and sediment could harm fish spawning 
grounds and choke culverts and canals. Roadways, including pavement and 
bridges, might see shorter lifespans after being exposed to the heat of the fire and 
falling debris. Roughly 70 percent of the land in the burn zone is privately 
owned—some in residential areas but much on privately-held timberlands. Some 
of the remaining 30 percent of federal lands are managed by private timber 
companies. But whether a private or federal effort, work is underway to reduce 
the risk to soil and replant quickly in those charred forests. ; As cleanup continues 
after the Holiday Farm Fire, many property owners and contractors have been 
hauling organic yard debris to a site known as Strube Flats on the McKenzie 
Ranger District. But Forest Service officials with the McKenzie Ranger District say 
the temporary disposal site closes to the public today as crews begin chipping the 
debris. Additionally, the Oregon Department of Transportation is removing 
additional hazardous trees from along Highway 126 and large log volumes will 
begin arriving daily to deposit the debris in multiple piles and on large log decks. 
People are asked to avoid the 1900-410 Road and Strube Flats area. ; It will take 
years for the McKenzie Valley to recover from the Holiday Farm Fire and the long-



term recovery efforts will involve federal, state, local, and private partners. It’s a 
complex undertaking and Lane County has hired Matt McRae for two years to be 
its long-term disaster recovery manager. McRae will work residents, businesses, 
government and other organizations on the rebuilding effort. County officials say 
McRae spent 13 years with the City of Eugene working on climate and natural 
hazards issues. He helped develop the city’s first Climate Action Plan. As a 
volunteer coordinator for the City’s Stream Team and the Community Gardens 
Program. More recently, McRae served as the climate policy strategist for Our 
Children’s Trust. / CRIME: Police say a teen arrested two weeks ago is accused 
of causing more than $46,000 in damage in downtown Portland during a protest. 
The Oregonian/OregonLive reports the 15-year-old Columbia County boy is 
accused of burglary, rioting and other charges, according to Portland police. 
Police say he was arrested on a warrant during a gathering that spanned Dec. 31 
and Jan. 1 and was being held in a Columbia County juvenile detention center as 
recently as Tuesday. Police say surveillance footage showed the boy committing 
crimes during the demonstration, which was declared a riot, according to police. 
Police didn't say specifically what damage the boy is accused of causing. / 
WEATHER, SAFETY, DISASTERS: In the Columbia Gorge, searchers waded 
through thick mud while holding onto inflatable yellow rafts for stability. And they 
probed the mud and debris with metal poles as the search continues for a woman 
who was swept away by a mudslide during a powerful winter storm earlier this 
week. Authorities believe 50-year-old Jennifer Camus Moore's car came to rest 
under 15 feet of mud and debris after it was swept away on Wednesday. Moore, a 
registered nurse, was caught up in a landslide triggered by heavy rains and high 
winds that closed the eastbound lanes of Interstate 84 for much of Wednesday. / 
ENVIRONMENT, WILDLIFE, GOVERNMENT: Wildlife advocates are asking a 
federal court to overturn a U.S. government decision that stripped Endangered 
Species Act protections for wolves across most of the nation. Two coalitions of 
advocacy groups filed lawsuits Thursday in U.S. District Court in Northern 
California seeking to restore protections for the predators. The Trump 
administration announced in October that wolves were considered recovered from 
near-extinction across most of the U.S. But critics of the move say continued 
protections are needed so fledgling wolf populations in Colorado and on the West 
Coast can continue to expand. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said gray 
wolves have exceeded goals for recovery. ; Pending litigation over the Trump 
administration's delisting of the gray wolf from the Endangered Species Act could 
complicate Colorado's efforts to reintroduce the wolf to the state. That's what Lisa 
Reynolds, the state's first assistant attorney general, told the Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife Commission on Thursday. Colorado is trying to implement a ballot 
initiative approved in November that calls for wolves to be reintroduced on public 
lands before 2024. The wolf was hunted, trapped and poisoned into extermination 
in Colorado in the 1940s. The delisting made it easier for Colorado to pursue its 
plans by surrendering jurisdiction over the predator from the U.S. government to 
the state. ; Earlier this week, the Trump administration slashed millions of acres of 
protected habitat for the imperiled northern spotted owl in Oregon, Washington 
and northern California. Much of the land is in prime timber locations in Oregon’s 
Coast Ranges. Environmentalists on Wednesday accused the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service under President Trump of taking a parting shot at protections 
designed to help restore the species in favor of the timber industry. Timber groups 



have applauded the decision and say more logging in forests is necessary to 
prevent wildfires. The spotted owl is listed as threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act and has lost nearly four percent of its population each year. / 
SPORTS: The Oregon Women’s Basketball team had a slow start and never 
recovered yesterday as the Number 10 Ducks fell to Number 11 Arizona, 57-41 in 
Tucson. Arizona snapped a 10-game losing streak in the series. Nyara Sabally 
led the Duck women with 15 points and seven rebounds, and Sydney Parrish had 
seven points and seven rebounds for the Ducks. ; Arizona scored the first 15 
points of the game to cruise to a 98-64 win over the Oregon State Men’s 
Basketball team. The Beavers missed their first 10 shots. Ethan Thompson was 
Oregon State’s high scorer with 13 points. /  
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RACIAL JUSTICE, BIPOC, COMMUNITY: This week’s Martin Luther King Day 
observances have a different feel because of the pandemic. The local chapter of 
the NAACP is holding a drive-thru commemoration that also will be love-streamed 
on the organization’s Facebook page and YouTube Channel. After a year that 
saw a mix of community demonstrations and much discussion about racial equity 
and the equal administration of justice, this year’s theme is “Where Do We Go 
From Here?” Participants say they will gather with a spirit of renewal. The event 
begins at 9:00 and 9:30 a.m. in the parking lot outside the Serbu Juvenile Justice 
Center at 2727 MLK Boulevard in Eugene with a rally. Participants are 
encouraged to drive, bicycle, or walk to the drive-thru event. There will be the 
drive-through distribution of a free gift, T-shirt, and mask pickup. Guaranty 
Chevrolet, Trailer & RV is providing raffle tickets. Between 11:00 a.m. and noon, 
there will be a virtual program featuring remarks by Oregon U.S. Senator Ron 
Wyden, Congressman Peter DeFazio, Eugene Mayor Lucy Vinis, Oregon State 
Senator James Manning, and others. Local artists also will perform. ;  Martin 
Luther King Day also is a traditional Day of Service across America. To honor the 
slain civil rights leader, Individuals and organizations traditionally gather to work 
on projects to improve their communities. Much of that effort continues this year. 
But as with most events and activities during the pandemic, some of the work is 
virtual and in-person activities are taking place with physical distancing, mask-
wearing, and other precautions. ; The University of Oregon will create an institute 
focusing on environmental and racial justice after receiving a grant of over $4.5 
million, the biggest humanities award in the school’s history. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive reports the Pacific Northwest Just Futures Institute for Racial and 
Climate Justice will foster collaboration between the university’s College of Arts 
and Sciences and College of Design in conjunction with the University of Idaho 
and Whitman College in Washington. The grant came from The Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation. / RECREATION, GOVERNMENT: Martin Luther King Day is a 
federal holiday. Government offices are closed. But federal recreation sites are 
open, and many are fee-free for day-use visitors. This includes National Park, 
Forest Services and Bureau of Land Management sites. The fee waiver includes 
many picnic areas, boat launches, trailheads, and visitor centers. Fees for 
camping, cabin rentals, or other permits still apply. Fees will continue to be 



charged at recreation sites operated by concessionaires unless the individual 
manager chooses to participate. / HEALTH: Uncertainty over the pace of federal 
COVID-19 vaccine allotments is triggering anger and confusion in a number of 
states, including Oregon. On Friday, Oregon Governor Kate Brown and state 
health leaders said efforts to increase vaccinations have been thrown in disarray 
after they learned there will be no increase in doses this week from the federal 
vaccine stockpile because there is no stockpile. State officials said remarks from 
top federal health official Alex Azar on Tuesday led them to believe there would 
be an added 100,000-plus doses arriving. Oregon was already vaccinating 
seniors in long-term care facilities but hoped to begin vaccinating those ages 65 
and older who are living independently starting this week. Instead, officials have 
redrawn the vaccine: Starting next week, the Week of January 25, Kindergarten 
through 12th Grade educators and school staff, early childhood educators, and 
childcare providers will be eligible vaccines as part of the push to reopen schools 
to at least the youngest students. There are an estimated more than 100,000 
people in the educator and school group. There are more than 767,000 adults 
age 65 and older in Oregon. While state and local officials handling vaccination 
clinics would like to see older adults immunized quickly, they say it could take up 
to 12 weeks to reach all seniors who are 65 and over. Under the new vaccine 
schedule, Oregon residents age 80 and older will be eligible for coronavirus 
vaccinations starting the Week of February 8. Seniors ages 75 and older will be 
the next group to become eligible, although the date when that happens has not 
been set. Those ages 70 and older would begin receiving vaccines after that. And 
seniors ages 65 and older would be eligible after those oldest Oregon adults have 
received their vaccines. The new plan depends on Oregon receiving a reliable 
supply of doses from the federal government and could change should that 
supply be reduced. ; Who is currently receiving vaccines? They are members of 
the priority group known as Phase 1A. Phase 1A is divided into four subgroups: 
Group 1 (hospital staff, emergency medical services (EMS), first responders, 
long-term care facility staff and residents). Lane County Public Health reports 
PeaceHealth and McKenzie-Willamette are conducting internal clinics for their 
staff. EMS is conducting clinics for EMS staff and first responders for the Eugene-
Springfield area and rural communities. Walgreens has a federal contract to do 
onsite clinics for long-term care facility staff and residents. Groups 2-3 includes 
congregate care facility staff; those that serve individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities; residential care staff; home health workers; behavioral health staff; 
and crisis care staff. Lane County Public Health (LCPH) received nearly 1,500 
doses from NOVA and McKenzie Willamette Medical Center to conduct two mass 
vaccination clinics over the weekend. These events were invite-only and based 
on risk levels. There will be more opportunities for groups 2-3 as soon as Lane 
County receives more doses from Oregon Health Authority. Group 4 includes all 
outpatient medical providers, including dentists, and staff). There are two ways 
people who are part of Group 4 are receiving their vaccines: Clinic-based: 
Eugene Pediatrics, Oregon Medical Group, and WhiteBird have received doses 
from LCPH to vaccinate this population. Hospital-based: PeaceHealth and 
McKenzie-Willamette have agreed to reach out directly to providers they work 
with via established communication channels to schedule vaccinations. ; If you 
want to know when you are eligible to receive your vaccine, a reminder that Lane 



County has created a vaccine information email list. The sign-up is available 
through the Lane County Public Health's COVID-19 and vaccine webpage. You’ll 
be asked to provide your name, email address, age group, and occupation (if 
any). And you’ll begin receiving updates containing with general information about 
the county's vaccine efforts and specific information about when your group 
becomes eligible and how to get vaccinated. The county will also notify various 
groups of their eligibility through the public health website, local media, and other 
informational channels. ; Over the weekend, state health officials reported that 
more than 200,000 Oregonians have received their first or second doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines. More than 11,600 of those have been administered in Lane 
County. But those local numbers will be updated over the next three days as data 
from the weekend—including that mass vaccination clinic for people in Phase 1A 
Groups 2-3 are entered into the state’s database. On Saturday and Sunday, the 
Oregon Health Authority reported a combined more than 1,900 new confirmed 
and presumptive cases of COVID-19 and 42 additional deaths. That pushes our 
pandemic death toll to more than 1,800. Lane County Public Health yesterday on 
Saturday and Sunday reported a combined 157 additional positive cases on its 
website and one death. Our local death toll stands at 108. As of Sunday, 33 
patients are hospitalized with nine in the ICU. Public health experts say 422 local 
residents remain infected. Hundreds more are under monitoring because they 
were exposed to someone who since has tested positive for the virus. / HEALTH, 
EDUCATION: It has not been the healthiest start to Winter Term for the University 
of Oregon. Even though most learning is happening remotely, a number of 
students are on-campus, either living in residence halls or taking parts in limited in 
person labs and seminars. But many returned from other parts of the country after 
holiday break and last week the U-of-O tallied 113 new COVID-19 cases—74 
among on-campus students and 48 among those living off-campus in the 
community. One case affects a staff member. / HEALTH: Oregon health officials 
have confirmed the state's first case of the more contagious COVID-19 variant 
that's been seen in the United Kingdom. Officials with the Oregon Health Authority 
said on Friday the Multnomah County resident with no known travel history tested 
positive for the variant strain. Cases of the United Kingdom variant have also 
been reported in California, Colorado, Utah, New York, Florida, and Georgia. 
Officials say because it is more contagious, they recommend you continue to 
follow public health measures including wearing masks, maintaining at least six 
feet of physical distance, staying home, washing your hands, and avoiding 
gatherings and travel. ; The United States is headed for another grim pandemic 
milestone. Later today, the U.S. will tally its 400-thousandth COVID-19 death. The 
country is also closing in on 24 million infections. Locally, people taking 
precautions and staying home during the last few weeks of December helped 
blunt a feared post-holiday surge. But there are still high numbers of infections 
across Oregon and devastating surges in a number of other states. / SAFETY, 
FAMILY, ANIMALS: Two reminders about some big recalls as we start the week: 
Nestlé Prepared Foods is recalling 762,615 pounds of pepperoni Hot Pockets 
because they might be contaminated with pieces of glass and hard plastic. The 
frozen stuffed sandwiches were produced in November and shipped to stores 
nationwide. The recall is for 54-ounce packages containing 12 “Nestlé Hot 
Pockets Brand Sandwiches: Premium Pepperoni made with pork, chicken and 
beef pizza garlic buttery crust.” I’ve posted a link to the recall on my TracyKKNU 



Facebook page and the recall notice is online at 
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/recalls-and-public-health-
alerts/recall-case-archive/archive/2021/recall-002-2021-release Last week, the 
recall of potentially toxic Sportmix pet foods has expanded. See whether your 
pet's product is part of is by reading the full notice at https://www.fda.gov/animal-
veterinary/outbreaks-and-advisories/fda-alert-certain-lots-sportmix-pet-food-
recalled-potentially-fatal-levels-aflatoxin / GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, CRIME, 
SAFETY: Before the threat to the U.S. and state Capitols, Oregon’s Legislature 
had been set to begin its 2021 session tomorrow. Instead, the proceedings have 
been delayed two days, to Thursday—one day after the presidential inauguration. 
It comes amid warnings from law enforcement about the possibility of violent 
protests. Last month, Oregon lawmakers saw members of a violent right-wing 
crowd enter the state Capitol, fight with police, and damage the building. Leaders 
of the Oregon House and Senate cancelled Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s floor 
sessions and committee hearings as a precaution and there will be no in-person 
meetings. Lawmakers also remain split over how to deal with another threat: 
COVID-19. During an online preview of the 2021 legislative session hosted by 
The Associated Press, leaders on Friday disagreed about whether the public 
should be allowed back into the Capitol while lawmakers are at work or if public 
input continue to be submitted virtually. Senate President Peter Courtney told 
GOP critics that the obligation to keep people safe outweighs the desire to keep 
the state’s Capitol building open to the public. Additional law enforcement and 
members of the Oregon National Guard are among those being mobilized for 
added security and the possibility of violent protests through mid-week. State 
officials are hoping to prevent the type of mob violence that occurred earlier this 
month at the nation's Capitol, which left five people dead, including a Capitol 
police officer. ; The Oregonian and OregonLive report a handful of armed 
demonstrators gathered outside the Oregon Capitol on Sunday morning, part of a 
nationally publicized day of statehouse protests that law enforcement officials say 
mostly failed to materialize. Some of the close to 15 demonstrators carried long 
guns and wore body armor and helmets. But even as some counter-protesters 
appeared, there was no confrontation. Officials say some in both camps 
conversed. Salem Police patrol vehicles cruised the scene occasionally, but there 
was no other visible police presence. The event wrapped up without incident early 
in Sunday afternoon. Large-scale protests did not materialize in Oregon on 
Saturday, either, despite calls for demonstrations on social media. Two people 
with opposing views stood outside the capitol building Saturday morning, drawing 
honks and sometimes cheers or insults from cars driving down the street. Like 
many other statehouses, Oregon’s Capitol building has been fortified in recent 
days with concrete blocks, temporary fencing and plywood covering first-floor 
windows. ; FBI leaders in Oregon say their priority through Inauguration Week is 
to protect our state and the rights of peaceful protesters and uphold the U.S. 
Constitution. The FBI’s Portland Field Office is working with the Oregon State 
Police and local law enforcement partners to prepare for any potential violent 
activity related to the recent unrest in Washington, D.C. and elsewhere. That 
includes working to identify anyone from Oregon who was involved in the 
insurrection in the U.S. Capitol, as well as disrupting those who might be trying to 
incite violence and engage in criminal activity locally. The agency is operating a 
command post to gather intelligence and coordinate with law enforcement 



partners on potential threats. The FBI also has brought together special agents, 
bomb technicians, the FBI Evidence Response Team, tactical teams, intelligence 
teams, and others to support their investigations and counter any potential threat 
of violence to the state capitol in Salem, federal buildings in Portland and Eugene, 
and other sites. The FBI is urging anyone with tips about potential violence call 
them at (503) 224-4181 or go to the website tips.fbi.gov In an emergency, call 9-
1-1. ; There is increasing concern for the safety of journalists covering protests at 
state capitals across the U.S. and in Washington, D.C. Packing a gas mask and 
helmet has become the new normal. It's starting to look, just a bit, like what 
foreign correspondents face in the world's conflict zones. Last week, the Oregon 
State Police provided those reporting in Salem virtual training on what to do if 
there’s an attack at the state Capitol building. / BUSINESS: The pandemic has 
slowed vast sectors of the Lane County economy, but not all of them. On the final 
day of 2020, Eugene-based Mountain Rose Herbs purchased the 12-acre 
Phoenix Industrial Park on Cleveland Street. Company officials say that allows 
them to consolidate six separate facilities into one with 205,000 square feet of 
space. They say the purchase was the largest commercial transaction in Lane 
County last year. Mountain Rose Herbs was founded in 1987 as a mail-order 
company and now is one of the largest suppliers of organic herbs in the nation, as 
well as the largest volume shipper in Lane County. / SPORTS: The Oregon State 
Women’s Basketball team returned to action for the first time in weeks yesterday. 
They lost in Tucson to Number 11 Arizona, 67-51. But it was still a victory of sorts 
for OSU, whose program had been put on pause on December 19 for COVID-19 
concerns. Taylor Jones and Savannah Samuel led the Beavers with 11 points 
each, and three other players scored eight apiece. ; The Oregon State Men’s 
Basketball team beat Arizona State 80-79 on Saturday. Ethan Thompson scored 
15 of his 17 points in the second half and assisted on a dunk by Warith Alatishe 
with 4.1 seconds left edge the Sun Devils. ; Lindsey Horan says she felt 
miserable when she caught COVID-19 late last year, but she’s grateful it wasn’t 
worse. She’s now back with the U.S. women's national soccer team for training 
camp and says she has fully recovered. The 26-year-old midfielder was set to 
accompany the team to the Netherlands for their final match of 2020 when U.S. 
Soccer announced her diagnosis on Nov. 18. Horan was on the national team 
squad that won the 2019 World Cup in France. She also plays professionally for 
the Portland Thorns in the National Women’s Soccer League. / CRIME, HEALTH: 
State officials say two inmates at Two Rivers Correctional Institution in Umatilla 
and another at Deer Ridge Correctional Institution in Madras have died in the past 
week after testing positive for COVID-19. That makes it at least five Oregon 
prisoners who have died since the beginning of January in the latest surge in 
cases. Department of Corrections data as of Jan. 14 show that Two Rivers had 
268 active cases among inmates, accounting for about half of all active cases 
among inmates statewide. The Deer Ridge prisoner who died Saturday was 
between 55 and 65 years old. In all 28 inmates have died after testing positive for 
COVID. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, CRIME: Gov. Kate Brown is closing three 
Oregon prisons, a decision that authorities say would save the state more than 
$44 million. The governor said she believes the money could be better invested 
elsewhere, such as early childhood education. On Friday, Brown said she took 
unilateral action and has directed the Department of Corrections to move forward 
with closing the three facilities. Oregon Public Broadcasting reports the closure of 



three of the state's 14 prisons will be staggered: First will be Mill Creek 
Correctional Facility in Salem, which is scheduled to be closed by July of this 
year, next Shutter Creek Correctional Institution in North Bend by January 2022, 
and finally, Warner Creek Correctional Facility in Lakeview, to be closed by July 
2022. / FISHERIES, HEALTH: A federal report concludes the pandemic has cut 
into close to one-third of the commercial fishing industry’s revenues. The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said Friday that revenues from catch 
brought to the docks by commercial fishermen fell 29 percent over the course of 
the first seven months of the year. The report says revenues declined every 
month from March to July, including a 45 percent decrease in July. The NOAA 
report says the seafood industry at large has been hit hard by restaurant closures, 
social distancing protocols and the need for safety measures. / CRIME: Police 
say a car thief who discovered a small child in the backseat of the SUV he 
boosted Saturday in Beaverton drove back to the child’s mother, demanded she 
take the child out of the backseat and drove off once more. The Oregonian and 
Oregon Live quotes police who say the thief actually lectured the mother for 
leaving the child in the car and threatened to call the police on her. The mother 
told investigators she parked just outside the store’s front door and went inside to 
buy a gallon of milk and some meat. She said she was never more than 15 feet 
from the car, but admitted she made a critical error by leaving the engine running 
and the doors unlocked. Police say the thief apparently saw the car was unlocked 
and had keys in the ignition and went for it. But witnesses say the thief quickly 
realized a 4-year-old child was seated in a booster seat behind him, U-turned in 
an adjacent parking lot, and returned to the mother to berate her for leaving the 
child in the car. Police say he ordered her to take the kid out of the car, which she 
did, then proceeded to drive off in the stolen car. Police say they are thankful he 
brought the little one back. But they are seeking tips that lead to the recovery of 
the stolen SUV. /  
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CRIME: A productive night last week in West Eugene for Eugene Police looking 
to crack down on bicycle thefts: Three people arrested or cited after each of them 
allegedly stole one of the department’s “Bait Bikes.” Detectives with the Eugene 
Police Property Crimes Unit placed the Bait Bike Thursday evening and said they 
watched as the first suspect, 49-year-old Darrion Dee Mulka, took the bike from 
where it was parked in front of a grocery store and quickly loaded it into a friend's 
panel van. Investigators say the two then drove to the other side of the parking lot 
to the other for several minutes before finally driving away. Police stopped the van 
and cited Mulka for Theft in the Second Degree. Police again parked the Bait Bike 
in front of the market and said another suspect, 42-year-old Joshua Allen Arms of 
Eugene, jumped on the bike and rode a short distance where he loaded it into his 
Jeep and drove away. Police stopped the vehicle, arresting Arms for Theft in the 
First Degree. They say a second person in the vehicle, 31-year-old Hattie Alice 
Drumm of Eugene, was wanted on previous warrants and was arrested for that 
and Possession of Methamphetamine. But the night was not over for the Bait 
Bike: Police say another suspect, 32-year-old Andres Varillas-Chavez of Eugene, 
took the bike and rode away. He was cited for Theft in the Second Degree. Police 
say having a bicycle stolen is not only expensive but can deprive someone of 
their only reliable means of transportation. Police encourage you to register your 
bike. There are already more than 9,300 registered with Eugene Police. It’s fast 
and free and it makes it easier to return it should it be stolen. Go to 
http://www.eugene-or.gov/bikeregistration if you live outside Eugene, the website 
suggests other options. Take photos of your bicycle. Record the make, model and 
serial number, as well as any other unique features. Report any thefts 
immediately. And invest in a quality U-lock and cable lock. The combination 
provides much better protection than a cable lock alone. Many bicycle thefts 
reported to Eugene Police involve bikes that were left unsecured or where owners 
only used a cable lock. / COMMUNITY: Nobody won either of the big lottery 
jackpots over the weekend, so they continue to grow. And grow. The 
MegaMillions drawing tonight features an $850-million prize if you match all the 
numbers. It is the third-largest jackpot in U.S. history. No one has won the Mega 
Millions jackpot since Sept. 15. Powerball, on Wednesday evening, has a jackpot 
of $730 million. The last Powerball jackpot winner was a day later, on Sept. 16. 



This is the first time both lottery jackpots have topped $700 million during the 
same week. Mega Millions and Powerball are both played in 45 states as well as 
Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Powerball also is offered in Puerto 
Rico. But don’t drain your savings and retirement funds to chase the big prize: For 
MegaMillions, the odds of hitting the jackpot numbers are a bit higher: One in 302 
million. Odds of winning Powerball at one in 292 million. The odds you’ll win both: 
one in 88,412,922,115,818,300 (that’s 88 quadrillion). / SPORTS, HEALTH: The 
Oregon Men’s Basketball team is resuming all team-related activities after 
postponing three games because of COVID-19 testing results and contact tracing. 
The Duck men, ranked Number 21 in this week’s Associated Press poll, meet 
rival Oregon State on Saturday at Eugene’s Matthew Knight Arena. The contest is 
being broadcast at 7:30 p.m. on the Pac-12 Network. ; The Oregon Women’s 
Basketball team dropped three spots from Number 10 to Number 13 in this 
week’s Associated Press Top 25 poll. It came after the weekend loss to Arizona in 
Tucson. The Duck women host Washington State on Friday in Eugene in a 5 p.m. 
broadcast on the Pac-12 Network. ; The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team 
returned to action on Sunday after its COVID-related pause and the 
postponement of six games. The squad hosts Washington on Friday night in 
Corvallis with a 7:00 p.m. broadcast on the Pac-12 Network. ; The Oregon State 
Men’s Basketball team visits USC this afternoon. That game airs at 4 p.m. on 
ESPN2. / HEALTH: The pandemic did not take a holiday yesterday in Oregon. 
State health officials say they’ve received reports of three more Oregonians who 
have died from COVID-19. They include a 90-year-old Lane County woman who 
tested positive on January 4 and died four days later. That raises the state’s 
death toll to 1,803 and is the 109th reported coronavirus-related death in Lane 
County. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported a combined more than 
660 confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19. Lane County Public Health 
yesterday added 68 new cases to the local infection tally. Twenty-three local 
patients are hospitalized with six in the ICU. That’s a drop from the weekend. 
Public health experts say 422 local residents remain infected. Hundreds more are 
under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who since has tested 
positive for the virus. / SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: A Waldport woman reported 
missing Friday evening after she took her dogs for a walk on the beach was later 
found dead in the surf hours later at the mouth of the Alsea River. The Lincoln 
County Sheriff’s Office reports 60-year-old Toni Goessman was reported missing 
by her husband after one of the dogs returned home alone. The other dog still is 
missing. The medical examiner will determine cause of death. On Friday, a 
warning of possible sneaker waves was posted on the Oregon Coast. / RACIAL 
JUSTICE, COMMUNITY: Yesterday’s Martin Luther King Day observances 
included an event streamed online and in-person attendees driving past in their 
own vehicles. The local chapter of the NAACP organized the drive-thru 
commemoration. After a year that saw a mix of community demonstrations and 
much discussion about racial equity and the equal administration of justice, 
participants said they gathered with a spirit of renewal. The virtual program 
featured remarks from Oregon U.S. Senator Ron Wyden, Congressman Peter 
DeFazio, Eugene Mayor Lucy Vinis, Oregon State Senator James Manning, and 
others. ; The local organization 8:46 Justice held a ceremony yesterday morning 
at the George Floyd-Breonna Taylor mural at Broadway and Olive streets in 
downtown Eugene. Members lit memorial candles. Coordinator and longtime civil 



rights advocate Betty Snowden spoke about the significance of Dr. King’s work in 
the context of the deaths of Floyd, Taylor, and others during the past year. / 
COMMUNITY, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Lane Transit District will honor a 
longtime neighborhood advocate when on February 7 it opens a new transit 
station on River Road at Hunsaker Lane. A permanent plaque will honor the work 
of Irene Ferguson, a longtime leader in the River Road neighborhood. She was a 
strong advocate for pedestrian safety who successfully lobbied with other 
neighbors to lower the speed limit on that portion of River Road and creating a 
pedestrian crossing at Briarcliff Lane. Irene Ferguson died two year ago this week 
when she was struck and killed by a vehicle while walking. It was after dark and 
visibility was poor. The memorial will focus not on how Ferguson died but on how 
she lived. /  
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GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, SAFETY, WOMEN, BIPOC: Joe Biden’s presidential 
inauguration ceremony has begun. History will be made at Biden’s side, as 
Kamala Harris becomes the first woman to be vice president. The ceremony in 
which presidential power is transferred is a hallowed American democratic 
tradition. This time, it also serves as a jarring reminder of the challenges Biden 
faces: The inauguration unfolds at a U.S. Capitol battered by an insurrectionist 
siege just two weeks ago, encircled by security forces. It’s devoid of crowds 
because of the threat of the coronavirus pandemic. Former Presidents Barack 
Obama, George W. Bush, and Bill Clinton are attending. The other living former 
president, 96-year-old Jimmy Carter, has largely stayed close home in Plains, 
Georgia, since the start of the pandemic and previously announced he would not 
attend. President Trump has arrived in Florida earlier this morning after leaving 
the White House for the final time as president. It’s the first time in more than a 
century that a sitting president has rejected the tradition of attending his 
successor’s inauguration. President-elect Joe Biden and his wife, Jill, arrived at 
the complex about 90 minutes before his swearing-in ceremony. They were 
accompanied by Vice President-elect Kamala Harris and her husband, Douglas 
Emhoff, and were greeted by U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota. The 
president-elect’s motorcade wound its way through a mostly deserted 
Washington, D.C., following a morning church service at the Cathedral of St. 
Matthew the Apostle. Streets that would typically be lined with thousands of 
inaugural onlookers were ringed instead with a massive security presence to 
include military vehicles and armed troops. About 25,000 National Guard 
members have been dispatched to Washington following the violent melee at the 
U.S. Capitol two weeks ago. Biden paused to wave from the Capitol steps before 
entering the building. Biden takes the presidential oath of office at 9:00 a.m. our 
time to become the 46th president of the United States. ; Joe Biden will come to 
office with a well of empathy and resolve born by personal tragedy as well as a 
depth of experience forged from more than four decades in Washington. At age 
78, he is the oldest president inaugurated. More history will be made at his side, 
as Kamala Harris becomes the first woman to be vice president. The former U.S. 
senator from California is also the first Black person and the first person of South 
Asian descent elected to the vice presidency and will become the highest-ranking 



woman ever to serve in government. The two will be sworn in during an 
inauguration ceremony with few parallels in history. Tens of thousands of troops 
are on the streets to provide security precisely two weeks after a violent mob of 
Trump supporters, incited by the Republican president, stormed the Capitol in an 
attempt to prevent the certification of Biden’s victory. The tense atmosphere 
evoked the 1861 inauguration of Lincoln, who was secretly transported to 
Washington to avoid assassins on the eve of the Civil War, or Roosevelt’s 
inaugural in 1945, when he opted for a small, secure ceremony at the White 
House in the waning months of World War II. Despite security warnings, Biden 
declined to move the ceremony indoors and instead will address a small, socially 
distant crowd on the West Front of the Capitol. Some of the traditional trappings 
of the quadrennial ceremony will remain. The day began with a reach across the 
aisle after four years of bitter partisan battles under Trump. At Biden’s invitation, 
Mitch McConnell and Kevin McCarthy, the Republican leaders of the Senate and 
House, joined him at a morning Mass, along with Chuck Schumer and House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the Democratic leaders. The most powerful figures in 
Washington, along with their spouses, bowed their heads in prayer in the socially 
distanced service just a few blocks from the White House. Once at the Capitol, 
Biden will be administered the oath by Chief Justice John Roberts; Harris will be 
sworn in by Justice Sonia Sotomayor, the first Latina member of the Supreme 
Court. The theme of Biden’s approximately 30-minute speech will be “America 
United,” and aides said it would be a call to set aside differences during a moment 
of national trial. Biden will then oversee a “Pass in Review,” a military tradition 
that honors the peaceful transfer of power to a new commander in chief. Then, 
Biden, Harris and their spouses will be joined by that bipartisan trio of former 
presidents to lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington 
National Ceremony. Later, Biden will join the end of a slimmed-down inaugural 
parade as he moves into the White House. Because of the pandemic, much of 
this year’s parade will be a virtual affair featuring performances from around the 
nation. In the evening, in lieu of the traditional glitzy balls that welcome a new 
president to Washington, Biden will take part in a televised concert that also 
marks the return of A-list celebrities to the White House orbit after they largely 
eschewed Trump. Among those in the lineup: Bruce Springsteen, Justin 
Timberlake and Lin-Manuel Miranda. Lady Gaga will sing the national anthem at 
the Capitol earlier in the day. ; The evening before the inauguration, President-
elect Joe Biden paused on to mark the national tragedy of the coronavirus 
pandemic. At the Lincoln Memorial Tuesday evening, he declared that “to heal we 
must remember,” and he called the nation to mourn in a moment of collective grief 
for Americans lost. Not long before, the nation reached the grim milestone of 
400,000 victims of the pandemic. COVID is still surging and dealing with the 
pandemic will be a consuming task for Biden in his first weeks, months and 
perhaps longer in the White House. He will be sworn in at 9:00 a.m., our time, 
with outgoing President Donald Trump on his way to Florida. ; In his first hours as 
president, Joe Biden will aim to strike at the heart of President Donald Trump’s 
policy legacy. Aides say Biden today plans to sign a series of executive actions 
that reverse his predecessor’s orders on immigration, climate change and the 
handling of the coronavirus pandemic. Biden also is expected to end construction 
on Trump’s U.S.-Mexico border wall, end the ban on travel from some Muslim-
majority countries, rejoin the Paris Climate Accord and the World Health 



Organization and revoke the approval of the Keystone XL pipeline. The 15 
executive actions are an attempt to essentially rewind the last four years of 
federal policies with striking speed. ; In his first official acts as president, Joe 
Biden is signing executive orders on a broad range of issues, from the 
coronavirus pandemic to climate change and immigration, to fulfill campaign 
promises. He'll require that masks be work in federal buildings to try to slow the 
spread of coronavirus. He's directing the U.S. to rejoin the World Health 
Organization and the Paris climate accords. And he's stopping construction of the 
border wall and reversing President Donald Trump's policies on immigration. 
Biden will sign the executive orders today after taking the oath of office at the U.S. 
Capitol. ; Donald Trump left the White House for the final time as president. After 
Trump emerged from the building he spoke briefly to aides and supporters and 
said, "It’s been a great honor,” adding that, quote, “We will be back in some form.” 
Trump now heads to Joint Base Andrews in suburban Maryland, where he’ll have 
a military sendoff. Four U.S. Army cannons are set up for a 21-gun salute. Trump 
then flies to Florida, where he’ll stay at Mar-a-Lago. Trump is leaving Washington, 
D.C., just hours before Joe Biden takes the oath of office.  It’s the first time in 
more than a century that a sitting president has rejected the tradition of attending 
his successor’s inauguration. ; President Trump trumpeted his administration’s 
accomplishments and wished his successor luck in a farewell video as he spent 
his final full day in office preparing to issue a flurry of pardons in a near-deserted 
White House, surrounded by an extraordinary security presence outside. Trump 
said in the video that, “This week we inaugurate a new administration and pray for 
its success in keeping America safe and prosperous.” He said: “We extend our 
best wishes. And we also want them to have luck. A very important word.” Trump 
in the video referenced the “next administration,” but did not utter Biden’s name. / 
HEALTH: Five more Oregonians have died from COVID-19, according to the 
latest numbers from state health officials. They include an 81-year-old Lane 
County woman. She is Lane County’s 110th pandemic-related death. The state’s 
death toll stands at 1,808. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 637 
confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19. Lane County Public Health 
yesterday added 72 new cases to the local infection tally. Twenty-six local 
patients are hospitalized with seven in the ICU. Public health experts say close to 
400 local residents remain infected. More than 650 are under monitoring because 
they were exposed to someone who since has tested positive for the virus. ; More 
than 225-thousand Oregonians have received at least their first dose of vaccine 
against the coronavirus. More than 13,500 of those are in Lane County and of 
those, more than 2,400 now are fully vaccinated. And a lot more doses are 
arriving this week. Lane County officials say they are expecting a combined 
shipment of more than 12,600 doses to their Public Health department and local 
hospitals including PeaceHealth, McKenzie-Willamette, and Peace Harbor in 
Florence. It comes after some hard lobbying by county officials, who asked for 
increased allotments from state officials. Last week, Lane County received only 
100 doses and relied on contributions by McKenzie-Willamette and Nova Health 
to proceed with a weekend vaccination clinic for some of those in Phase 1A. The 
state and county continue to focus on administering doses to people in the Phase 
1A groups, including frontline healthcare workers, first responders, and vulnerable 
people in long-term care and similar facilities and group homes. / EDUCATION, 
HEALTH: Starting next week, the Week of January 25, Kindergarten through 12th 



Grade educators and school staff will be eligible to receive vaccines as part of the 
push to reopen schools to at least the youngest students. There are an estimated 
more than 100,000 people in the educator and school group. But we won’t know 
until early next week how many doses will be available for those vaccine efforts at 
the state and local level. The numbers are released on Monday mornings. Lane 
County Public Health officials say once the doses are in-hand, most schools will 
set up closed vaccination sessions—most likely in their buildings—so that 
everyone from teachers to staff may receive their doses. That includes office, 
cafeteria, and custodial workers. Others eligible for vaccinations as early as next 
week are early childhood educators and childcare workers. ; The Oregon 
Department of Education yesterday issued updated guidance for the return of in-
person learning, which includes a requirement that schools provide on-site 
COVID-19 testing. The guidance is part of the most recent effort to get students 
back to school for in-person learning. Among other things, it calls for schools to 
offer access to on-site COVID-19 testing for students and staff who might be 
showing symptoms, and those who might have been exposed to those 
individuals. There state guidance includes recommendations on contact tracing 
partnerships. There are also new guidelines for everything from attendance 
policies and grading, to learning outside and safely conducting field trips. Earlier 
this month, Governor Kate Brown set a February 15 goal for returning more 
students to the classroom, with a focus on the youngest elementary students in 
Kindergarten through 3rd Grade. Before winter break, less than 10 percent of 
Oregon's estimated 580,000 students were receiving some form of in-person 
instruction. With the New Year, the state now issues guidance to Oregon’s school 
districts, but it is up to local officials to decide when to safely restart in-person 
learning.  Two key factors needed for that restart are low community case counts 
and the ability to follow public health and safety guidance including screening 
everyone entering school buildings, requiring the use of face coverings, physical 
distancing, frequent handwashing, and other precautions. ; The College Board is 
removing the optional essay from the SAT and doing away with subject tests amid 
a changing college admissions landscape. The not-for-profit College Board says 
the pandemic has highlighted the importance of being innovative and adaptive 
going forward. The pandemic has forced the widespread cancellation of group 
testing sessions for the SAT and rival ACT since March, leading numerous 
colleges to eliminate testing requirements for the current admissions cycle. Other 
institutions have permanently made entrance exams an optional part of applying 
to college. Before the pandemic shut down schools, nearly 2.2 million 2020 high 
school graduates took the SAT. / HEALTH, ELDERS: Under the state’s vaccine 
schedule, Oregon residents age 80 and older will be eligible for coronavirus 
vaccinations starting the Week of February 8. Seniors ages 75 and older will be 
the next group to become eligible, although the date when that happens has not 
been set. Those ages 70 and older would begin receiving vaccines after that. And 
seniors ages 65 and older would be eligible after those oldest Oregon adults have 
received their vaccines. There are more than 767,000 adults age 65 and older in 
Oregon. While state and local officials handling vaccination clinics would like to 
see older adults immunized quickly, they say it could take up to 12 weeks to 
reach all seniors who are 65 and over. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Oregon is 
expecting to receive federal stimulus money this week to help pay for its COVID-
19 vaccination program. Congress approved $3 billion for states to use for 



vaccine activities under the supplemental pandemic stimulus bill that went into 
law in late December. Oregon Public Broadcasting reports the state's share of 
those funds is $38.1 million, although only a portion of that is expected to be 
distributed this week. The money may be used to promote and track as well as to 
distribute and administer the vaccines. Distribution has been the challenge as 
state and local officials and their medical partners struggled to vaccinate large 
numbers of people. But late last week, officials say Oregon was able to hit the 
12,000 doses-per-day vaccination target put forth by Governor Kate Brown. / 
GOVERNMENT: Springfield city Council member Sean Van Gordon is now the 
city’s interim mayor. Van Gordon has a strong background in public service and is 
a member of the Springfield Economic Development Agency, Budget Committee, 
Legislative Committee, Library Board and more. Van Gordon’s elevation to interim 
mayor creates a vacancy on the Springfield City Council in Ward One. The 
recruitment process to fill that position begins today. / CRIME: Federal 
prosecutors say a former Eugene elementary school teacher used social media to 
arrange meetings with an underage teen girl, then paid her to perform sexual acts 
while he recorded her. Now, 38-year-old William Hamann of Creswell pleaded 
guilty to sexually trafficking a child. He will be sentenced on March 1 in Eugene 
federal court. The U.S. Attorney’s Office will recommend a sentence of 160 
months in federal prison to be served consecutively to a 20-month prison 
sentence in Lane County. As part of the plea agreement, Hamann has agreed to 
pay restitution in full to his victim. Hamann was also charged with multiple counts 
in Lane County Circuit Court, including sodomy and sex abuse. Prosecutors said 
the sex abuse began in 2018 and continued through mid-2019. Hamann was 
arrested in July of that year. Eugene Police, who investigated the case with the 
FBI, say Hamann was a teacher at Spring Creek Elementary School and 
operated a Haunted House business called “The Frightuary” at the Lane Events 
Center. Investigators said there was no evidence he abused any of his students. ; 
A 19-year-old Springfield woman is facing ten counts of mail theft for allegedly 
stealing letters and packages from at least 78 addresses throughout the city. 
Springfield Police say Jazmyn Rene Jasper was spotted on Christmas Day 
tampering with mailboxes. Police say she was in possession of a large quantity of 
mail and was wanted on earlier arrest warrants. She was released later that day. 
But when she was arrested yesterday, she was discovered with another large 
amount of mail. Detectives say they are investigating that, as well, and say they 
will contact the victims—who might be from throughout the county—and that more 
charges might be forthcoming. ; Eugene Police on Friday say they arrested a 
California man wanted by federal officials for his alleged involvement in an officer-
involved shooting and targeting of law enforcement in California. 39-year-old 
Garrett Roy Wilson was taken into custody after a Eugene officer spotted him 
driving the wrong way on West Sixth Avenue. California investigators say Wilson 
broke into the Corning, California, Police Department’s parking area and stole a 
short-barrel rifle from a police vehicle. They considered Wilson was armed and 
dangerous and believed he had targeted law enforcement officer’s residences 
with the intention of stealing firearms. Wilson is being held as a Fugitive from 
Justice and charged with multiple counts of Theft in the First Degree, Unlawful 
Possession of a Firearm, Possession of a Weapon by a Felon, Unlawful 
Possession of a Short-Barreled Rifle, Obliteration of the Identification Number of a 
Firearm, Importation of a Short-Barreled Rifle, and Unlawful Possession of 



Methamphetamine. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, COMMUNITY: It survived the 
Labor Day wildfire and remains a touchstone for residents of the McKenzie 
Valley. But someone’s vehicle or the load they were towing damaged a portion of 
the Goodpasture Covered Bridge this week. Crews are assessing the damage. 
Photos shared by residents show what appear to be some of the painted boards 
that line the entrance to the bridge knocked loose and a big scrape along one of 
the diagonal supports. The bridge appears structurally sound. But county officials 
and residents would like to hear from anyone who might know who dinged the 
covered bridge. / ENVIRONMENT, WILDLIFE: Researchers say the number of 
western monarch butterflies wintering along the California coast has plummeted 
to a record low, putting the orange-and-black insects closer to extinction. An 
annual winter count by an environmental group recorded fewer than 2,000 
butterflies. That's a massive decline from the tens of thousands tallied in recent 
years and the millions that clustered in trees from Northern to Southern California 
in 1980s. Monarch butterflies are typically seen from November to March in 
forested groves along the California coast, but their numbers have been declining 
for years. The butterflies are threatened by pesticides, herbicides and destruction 
of their habitat along their migratory route. / ENVIRONMENT, BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENT: Plans for a major West Coast liquified natural gas pipeline and 
export terminal have hit a snag after a lengthy legal battle. The Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission on Tuesday ruled that energy company Pembina could 
not move forward with the proposal without a key clean water permit from the 
state of Oregon. The ruling was hailed as a major victory by opponents of the 
project, which would be the first such LNG overseas export terminal in the lower 
48 states. The pipeline would begin in Malin (MAL’-lihn), southeast of Klamath 
Falls, and end in Coos Bay on the southern Oregon coast. / SPORTS: In College 
Basketball action: The Number 21 Duck men meet rival Oregon State on 
Saturday at Eugene’s Matthew Knight Arena. The contest is being broadcast at 
7:30 p.m. on the Pac-12 Network. ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team won 
a close one against USC yesterday afternoon at Gill Coliseum. Final score from 
Corvallis: 58-56. ; The Oregon Women’s Basketball team hosts Washington State 
on Friday in Eugene in a 5 p.m. broadcast on the Pac-12 Network. ; The Oregon 
State Women’s Basketball team hosts Washington on Friday night in Corvallis 
with a 7:00 p.m. broadcast on the Pac-12 Network. /  
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HEALTH: Lane County Government and Lane County Public Health are hosting a 
Town Hall Meeting on the COVID-19 Vaccination effort in Lane County tonight. 
It’s your opportunity to hear from experts from Lane County, Eugene-Springfield 
Fire & Emergency Medical Services, PeaceHealth, McKenzie-Willamette Medical 
Center, Oregon Medical Group, and the University of Oregon about the current 
situation and the plan to vaccinate people in Lane County. The virtual Town Hall 
begins at 7:00 p.m. this evening and runs for 90 minutes. / CRIME, HEALTH: A 
warning from Lane County Government about scammers who are pretending to 
offer vaccine sign-ups in order to steal your personal information: Lane County 
Public Health has learned of potential scams being circulated claiming to offer 
registration for vaccination clinics and events. The scammers are trying to get 
people to sign up and share personal and financial information, asking for things 
like your credit card number, financial information, or requiring a Social Security 
number to register for a vaccine. Don’t fall for it! As COVID-19 vaccines become 
available, Lane County Public Health and healthcare partners will NEVER ask for 
those things. Get accurate information from the source on Lane County Public 
Health's COVID-19 and vaccination page at www.lanecounty.org/coronavirus  / 
HEALTH: State health officials in Oregon are continuing to recommend the use of 
close to 27,000 doses from a single lot of Moderna vaccines, despite a handful of 
adverse reactions at a single site in Southern California. It comes after a panel of 
medical experts from Western states evaluated the reports. This vaccine lot 
consists of approximately one million doses that were delivered to several states. 
Oregon received slightly more than 57,000 doses that went to 118 vaccination 
sites. As of yesterday, close to 31,000 of those doses had been administered with 
only two adverse events reported. Those are being investigated. Health officials 
managing vaccination sites in Oregon continue to monitor patients for 15 minutes 
after vaccination, or 30 minutes in persons with a history of an immediate allergic 
reaction of any severity to a vaccine, injectable therapy, or a history of 
anaphylaxis. Dr. Dean Sidelinger, state health officer for Oregon says that 
vaccines, along with wearing masks and limiting indoor gatherings, remain the 
safest, most effective and most reliable ways to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
He adds that adverse reactions to vaccines are extremely rare, but that officials 
pay close attention when they do occur. ; Twenty-four more Oregonians have 



died from COVID-19, according to the latest numbers from state health officials. 
The Oregon Health Authority yesterday also reported 704 confirmed and 
presumptive cases of COVID-19. Lane County Public Health yesterday added 42 
new cases to the local infection tally. Twenty-seven local patients are hospitalized 
with seven in the ICU. Public health experts say more than 350 local residents 
remain infected. More than 620 are under monitoring because they were exposed 
to someone who since has tested positive for the virus. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: 
The Springfield Public Schools hope to return to partial in-person learning for their 
youngest students on Thursday, February 4. Can other districts be far behind? It 
depends on the local numbers and having some screening, testing, and other 
safety elements in place. The district shared details with families yesterday, 
noting that Springfield Schools are meeting updated metrics for resuming in-
person learning. The plan calls for Kindergarten and 1st Graders to return for on-
site hybrid instruction beginning February 4. Second Grade in-person instruction 
would begin on February 8. Third Grade in-person teaching would begin February 
11. If all goes well, Springfield School officials would move forward with plans to 
resume hybrid instruction for older students, although the dates have not been 
set. The hybrid model would have students back in schools four days each week, 
supplemented by remote learning. Schools that resume in-person instruction must 
meet state guidelines that include screening everyone entering their facilities and 
having capacity for on-site COVID-19 testing of anyone who begins showing 
symptoms, as well as anyone who might have been exposed. ; University of 
Oregon officials say Spring Term will look a lot like Fall and Winter Term: Mostly 
remote and online courses with limited in-person instruction. U-of-O President 
Michael Schill made the announcement earlier this week. It comes as new 
COVID-19 cases continue to surge across Oregon and Lane County. Many 
classes will be delivered entirely online. Some will include online interaction 
during scheduled class periods. A limited number of courses will include in-person 
instruction with pandemic precautions in place. That includes reduced class sizes, 
increased classroom airflow, required wearing of masks, and physical distancing. 
Even with most learning happening remotely, a number of students are on-
campus, either living in residence halls or taking parts in limited in person labs 
and seminars. But coming off holiday break, the U-of-O last week tallied 144 new 
COVID-19 cases—83 among on-campus students, 60 among those living off-
campus in the community, and one staff member. This week, there are already 33 
new cases tied to on- and off-campus students. / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH, 
ECONOMY: A rough December on Oregon’s employment front. State officials say 
Oregon lost 25,500 jobs in the final month of the year, causing the unemployment 
rate to leap from 6.0 percent to 6.4 percent. It was the state’s first monthly 
increase in its unemployment rate after seven months of declines. The U.S. 
unemployment rate remained at 6.7% in both November and December. It’s 
another indication that the economy continues to struggle amid the pandemic. 
Ten months in, analysts say Oregon has regained just 37 percent of the jobs it 
lost starting in mid-March. The Oregon Employment Department reports 
December job losses were greatest in leisure and hospitality, as restaurants alone 
cut 17,600 jobs. Other sectors seeing losses included private educational 
services, government, wholesale trade, manufacturing, and construction. There 
were some bright spots in December, as four major industries each added 
thousands of jobs. They are retail trade; transportation, warehousing, and utilities; 



health care and social assistance; and professional and business services. 
Reflecting the rapid increase in online shopping, the industries that employ the 
fulfillment center warehouse workers and package delivery drivers boosted 
December employment. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, TRANSPORTATION: Another 
step in the gradual recovery from the Holiday Farm Fire. Beginning Sunday (Jan. 
24), residents will see the return of Lane Transit District’s Route 91 bus along the 
McKenzie Highway. LTD worked with state and local officials, as well as 
community members, to safely restart service and settle on the best places to 
locate bus stops along the way. Some things are different, at least for the first few 
months of service. You’ll want to check the Lane Transit District schedule at the 
agency’s website for details on when buses depart from LTD’s Eugene Station 
and leave McKenzie River Ranger Station. For safety, bus operators are only able 
to pick up and drop off passengers at designated bus stops along the highway. 
You’ll need to plan ahead to walk safely to and from those stops along Highway 
126. And because of the severity of some of the wildfire damage upriver, for now 
Route 91 will not serve Blue River Drive or McKenzie River Drive. But while Lane 
Transit resumes charging bus fares starting February 1 on most of its system, 
fares will not resume on Route 91 until April 1. However, if you’re coming into 
town on Route 91, you’ll still need to pay a fare starting February 1 if you transfer 
to other LTD bus routes. For more details about Route 91 service, contact LTD 
Customer Service at 541-682-5555 or visit LTD.org / CRIME, POLITICS: Police 
say a group of about 150 protesters carrying anti-Biden and anti-police signs 
marched in Portland streets yesterday and damaged the headquarters of the 
Democratic Party of Oregon. The group smashed windows and spray-painted 
anarchist symbols Wednesday at the political party building and police say eight 
arrests were made. Police say it was one of four groups gathering in the city on 
Inauguration Day. ; On Wednesday night, a crowd of at least 100 gathered in 
Portland to march to a nearby Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
facility. Portland Police say several people spray-painted “Reunite families now” 
onto the wall of the ICE building. The gathering was declared an unlawful 
assembly later last night and federal officers used tear gas and munitions several 
times. As of 10 p.m., Portland Police had arrested at least one person. / 
POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: Normally quiet streets around state capitols have 
looked more like battlegrounds recently amid protests. It has put those who live 
and work there on edge. But their sense of foreboding has been lightened, just a 
little, by Wednesday’s inauguration. After a two-day precautionary delay until after 
the presidential inauguration, Oregon’s Legislature begins its 2021 session today. 
The delay came amid warnings from law enforcement about the possibility of 
violent protests. Last month, Oregon lawmakers saw members of a violent right-
wing crowd enter the state Capitol, fight with police, and damage the building. 
Leaders of the Oregon House and Senate cancelled Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s 
floor sessions and committee hearings as a precaution. / CRIME, POLITICS: 
Authorities say an organizer of the Proud Boys far-right extremist group has been 
arrested on charges of taking part in the siege of the U.S. Capitol earlier this 
month. Thirty-seven-year-old Joseph Biggs was arrested Wednesday in central 
Florida. According to an arrest affidavit, Biggs was part of a crowd on Jan. 6 that 
overwhelmed Capitol Police officers who were manning a metal barrier on the 
steps of the Capitol. The mob then entered the building as lawmakers were 
certifying President Joe Biden's election win. Biggs appeared to be wearing a 



walkie-talkie during the storming of the Capitol, but the affidavit says he told FBI 
agents he had no knowledge about the planning of the destructive riot and didn't 
know who organized it. Biggs had organized a 2019 rally in Portland in which 
more than 1,000 far-right protesters and anti-fascist counter-demonstrators faced 
off. / WILDLIFE, ENVIRONMENT: Thousands of Gray whales migrate south off 
the Oregon Coast every winter, part of their annual trip south to the warm calving 
lagoons near Baja, Mexico. But researchers say the population of gray whales off 
the West Coast has fallen by nearly one-quarter since 2016, resembling a similar 
die-off two decades ago. NOAA Fisheries surveys counted about 21,000 
migrating whales last winter, 6,000 fewer than four years ago. The agency 
declared an “unusual mortality event” in 2019 as dozens of gray whales washed 
up on Pacific Ocean beaches. Scientists aren't sure what has been causing the 
die-off. Climate change and reduced food sources is a possibility. But experts 
also believe that it is within the range of previous population fluctuations and that 
the number of whales may have exceeded what the environment can support. 
After a similar die-off in 1999-2000, scientists said the population rebounded to 
even greater numbers. The agency said it appears the big population swings 
don’t reflect long-term threats to the whales’ survival. The eastern north Pacific 
gray whale has recovered from being hunted to near extinction in the middle of 
the 20th century. It was removed from the Endangered Species List in 1994. / 
SPORTS: Pac-12 Commissioner Larry Scott is stepping down at the end of June, 
ending an 11-year tenure, during which the conference landed a transformational 
billion-dollar television deal but struggled to keep up with some of its Power Five 
peers when it came to revenue and exposure. The Pac-12 announced that the 
56-year-old Scott and university presidents who make up the league’s executive 
committee mutual agreed that he would not seek contract. Scott’s current deal 
was set to expire June 2022, but instead he will finish out this academic year to 
assist with the transition to his successor. Scott told AP the decision came quickly 
after a routine meeting with the Pac-12′s executive committee last week to 
discuss his next contract. ; Earlier this week, Los Angeles Chargers quarterback 
Justin Herbert was named 2020 Rookie of the Year and Offensive Rookie of the 
Year by the Professional Football Writers of America. Herbert is a Sheldon High 
School graduate and the Oregon Ducks’ former quarterback. He is the first 
Chargers player to ever receive the honor. Herbert threw for 4,336 yards and 31 
touchdowns to just 10 interceptions in 15 starts. He set the all-time rookie record 
for passing touchdowns, total touchdowns (36) and completions (396) and was 
just 38 yards shy of Andrew Luck's single-season rookie passing record. ; College 
Basketball updates and reminders: The Number 21 Duck men meet rival Oregon 
State on Saturday at Eugene’s Matthew Knight Arena. The contest is being 
broadcast at 7:30 p.m. on the Pac-12 Network. ; The Oregon State Men’s 
Basketball team won a close one against USC yesterday afternoon at Gill 
Coliseum. Final score from Corvallis: 58-56. ; The Oregon Women’s Basketball 
team hosts Washington State on Friday in Eugene in a 5 p.m. broadcast on the 
Pac-12 Network. ; The Oregon State women's basketball team's game against 
Washington, originally scheduled for Friday, has been postponed indefinitely due 
to COVID-19 issues within the Husky program. The Beavers are scheduled to 
take on Washington State Sunday afternoon at Gill Coliseum. / HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT: President Joe Biden is putting forth a national COVID-19 
strategy to ramp up vaccinations and testing, reopen schools and businesses and 



require Americans to wear masks for travel. Biden also will address inequities in 
hard-hit minority communities as he signs 10 pandemic-related executive orders 
today, his second day in office. Biden acknowledged the urgency of the mission in 
his inaugural address, saying the U.S. is entering what may well be the toughest 
and deadliest period of the pandemic. Biden administration officials say a 
coordinated nationwide effort is needed to defeat the virus. ; Dr. Anthony Fauci 
says U.S. President Joe Biden will order the United States to support projects to 
deploy COVID-19 vaccines, diagnostics and therapeutics to people in need 
around the world. Fauci also says the United States will cease reducing U.S. staff 
counts at the World Health Organization and will pay its financial obligations to it. 
Fauci, Biden’s top medical adviser on the pandemic, told the WHO’s executive 
board that the president will issue a directive today that shows the United States’ 
intent to join the COVAX Facility, a project to deploy COVID-19 vaccines to 
people in need around the world — whether in rich or poor countries. ; Drugmaker 
Eli Lilly says its COVID-19 antibody drug can prevent illness among residents and 
staff of nursing homes and other long-term care locations. It’s the first major study 
to show that it may prevent disease. The drugmaker said participants who got the 
drug had up to a 57 percent lower risk of getting COVID-19. Among nursing home 
residents only, there was up to an 80 percent reduction in risk. U.S. regulators 
last year allowed emergency use of the treatment for mild or moderate COVID-19 
cases that do not require hospitalization. The pandemic has devastated nursing 
homes and other long-term care locations. / GOVERNMENT, POLITICS: 
President Joe Biden is moving swiftly to dismantle Donald Trump's legacy on his 
first day in office, signing a series of executive actions that reverse course on 
immigration, climate change, racial equity and the handling of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The new president signed the orders just hours after taking the oath of 
office at the Capitol, pivoting quickly from his pared-down inauguration ceremony 
to enacting his agenda. With the stroke of a pen, Biden ordered a halt to the 
construction of Trump's U.S.-Mexico border wall, ended the ban on travel from 
some Muslim-majority countries, declared his intent to rejoin the Paris Climate 
Accord and the World Health Organization — and revoked the approval of the 
Keystone XL oil pipeline. The 15 executive actions, and two directives, amount to 
an attempt to rewind the last four years of federal policies with striking speed. 
Only two recent presidents signed executive actions on their first day in office — 
and each signed just one. / WOMEN, RACIAL ISSUES, GOVERNMENT: Vice 
President Kamala Harris broke the barrier that has kept men at the top ranks of 
American power for more than two centuries when she took the oath yesterday to 
hold the nation's second-highest office. Hours after she was sworn in as the first 
female U.S. vice president — and the first Black woman and person of South 
Asian descent in the role — she cast the moment as one that embodied 
"American aspiration." "Even in dark times we not only dream, we do. We not only 
see what has been, we see what can be," she said in brief remarks outside the 
Lincoln Memorial. "We are bold, fearless and ambitious. We are undaunted in our 
belief that we shall overcome, that we will rise up." For Harris, the day was 
steeped in history and significance in more ways than one. She was escorted to 
the podium by Capitol Police Officer Eugene Goodman, the officer who single-
handedly took on a mob of Trump supporters as they tried to breach the Senate 
floor during the Capitol insurrection. She was sworn in by Supreme Court Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor — the first woman of color on the court. And she took the oath 



on a Bible that once belonged to former Supreme Court Justice Thurgood 
Marshall. / GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, CRIME: The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report that on his last full day in office, President Trump commuted the prison 
sentence of a businessman who led what federal prosecutors described as the 
“largest investment fraud in the history of the district of Oregon.” Jon Harder was 
founder and CEO of Sunwest Management, once the nation’s third-largest chain 
of assisted living homes. He was five years into a 15-year sentence when Trump 
commuted his sentence Tuesday, one of 143 people who received last-minute 
pardons or commutations. In a statement, Trump said he was convinced to 
commute Harder’s sentence because of valuable assistance he’d given to 
lawyers for his investors. In 2015, Harder pled guilty to two felony counts of 
money laundering and fraud. He’s done his time at the Federal Correctional 
Institute in Sheridan. The facility has a minimum-security wing where Portland’s 
white-collar crooks generally seek to do their time. It’s unclear just when he’ll get 
out. Sunwest ran more than 300 assisted living centers at its peak. But rapid 
expansion and mismanagement left the company in a serious cash crunch. 
Prosecutors alleged that Harder misled investors to convince them to place more 
money with the firm. /  
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DISASTERS, FINANCES: State officials say last week’s heavy rains and minor 
flooding along some creeks and rivers served as another reminder of the 
importance of having flood insurance, especially in wildfire damaged areas. 
Flooding is the most common natural disaster in the United States. Just one inch 
of water inside your home can cause more than $25,000 in damage. The Labor 
Day wildfires left much of the Cascade foothills and parts of southern Oregon 
prone to flash flooding because the wildfires burned vegetation that helps absorbs 
rainwater and hold soil in place. A typical homeowners’ or renters’ policy does not 
cover flood damage. But Oregonians may purchase coverage through the 
National Flood Insurance Program and a few private insurers. There is a 30-day 
waiting period. All Oregonians, especially those who live in or near wildfire 
damaged areas, are encouraged to visit floodsmart.gov or contact their insurance 
agent to learn more about flood insurance. To learn more about how insurance 
covers damage from different types of storms, visit the Division of Financial 
Regulation’s storm damage page. If you have questions about your insurance, 
contact your insurance company or agent for more information. If you still have 
questions or concerns, the division’s consumer advocates are here to help. / 
SPORTS, HEALTH: College Basketball updates and reminders: The Number 21 
Duck men meet rival Oregon State on Saturday at Eugene’s Matthew Knight 
Arena. The contest is being broadcast at 7:30 p.m. on the Pac-12 Network. The 
Oregon Women’s Basketball team hosts Washington State this evening in a 5 
p.m. broadcast from Eugene on the Pac-12 Network. The Oregon State women's 
basketball team's game against Washington, originally scheduled for today, has 
been postponed until Tuesday at 4 p.m. due to COVID-19 issues within the Husky 
program. The Beavers are scheduled to take on Washington State Sunday 
afternoon at Gill Coliseum. / HEALTH, ELDERS: Across Oregon and here in Lane 
County, hospitalizations for COVID-19 are declining but deaths are rising—
especially among our older adults. And there are a growing number of cases 
among children and teens. Lane County Public Health yesterday reported 101 
new confirmed or presumptive coronavirus infections and three new deaths: A 65-
year-old man; a 69-year-old man; and a 90-year-old woman. They were among 
11 new deaths reported by state officials yesterday, along with 849 new cases 
across Oregon. The Oregon Health Authority reported that last week’s COVID-19 



deaths totaled 195—a new weekly high. While slightly more than half of the 
state’s coronavirus cases have been among adults between the ages of 20 and 
49, three of every four deaths have been among those age 70 and older. Much of 
that is because of continued outbreaks in long-term care and other senior living 
communities. In Lane County, two-thirds of our 43 active outbreaks are in long-
term care settings. Another 17 percent of local outbreaks are in workplaces; 11 
percent are among college-age adults. Just shy of five percent of Lane County’s 
active COVID-19 outbreaks involve religious organizations or functions. And while 
only about one percent are related to social gatherings, county health officials 
suspect that number is larger. But they say their contact tracers are so busy 
tracking cases in long-term care facilities and workplaces they have not had time 
since mid-November to fully investigate cases involving social gatherings. 
Statewide, slightly more than one in ten COVID-19 cases are among children and 
teens. They are less likely than adults to develop severe cases. But the Oregon 
Health Authority has tallied seven incidents of Multisystem Inflammatory 
Syndrome in Children—which often leads to profound health effects and 
hospitalization. / HEALTH: By this time next week, one-quarter of all Lane County 
residents who are eligible under Phase 1A will have received at least their first 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine. And starting tomorrow, members of the Oregon 
National Guard will be assisting with everything from administering doses locally 
to assisting with logistics as focuses mass vaccination clinics continue. The clinics 
are designed to quickly vaccinations those in Phase 1A Groups 2 and 3, which 
include people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and the congregate 
care workers who assist them. Last weekend, the county held an invitation-only 
mass vaccination clinic to try to begin immunizing the estimated 8,000 people in 
that local group. They provided a first dose to 1,670 people. County public health 
leaders hope the adding assistance from the Oregon National Guard will help 
really move things along. The expansion in vaccination efforts is a direct result of 
Lane County receiving larger quantities of vaccine doses this week. Most 
members of Phase 1A – Group 1 have received their first doses, and many are 
already getting their second dose. Those being vaccinated include front-line 
hospital workers, first responders, and residents of long-term care facilities. Lane 
County Public Health also is working to coordinate vaccinations for those working 
in provider clinics that are not in a hospital or emergency setting, as well as our 
local general practitioners and their staff. Statewide, officials say 213,000 
Oregonians have received at least one vaccine to help protect them from COVID-
19—including more than 31,000 who now are fully vaccinated. At least 14,800 in 
Lane County’s Phase 1A groups have received at least one dose, as well. ; Why 
is it taking so long for vaccinations to become available for older adults in Lane 
County? Public Health officials and local health care providers say they are being 
overwhelmed with calls from people age 65 and older desperate to receive doses 
of vaccine. A sequencing schedule from the state of Oregon notes that those age 
80 and older are eligible to begin receiving doses starting on February 8, with 
other older adults becoming eligible at some point in the weeks following that. But 
callers say they are hearing of some rural and Eastern Oregon counties where 
older adults are already being vaccinated and they want to know why Lane 
County is not among them. As with everything else having to do with the Oregon 
and U.S. vaccination effort, it comes down to numbers: How many people are 
eligible in Phase 1A and how many doses are being shipped to counties and their 



health care providers. Lane County is a medical hub: We serve as a regional 
hospital base, an emergency care base, and medical base—not just for Lane but 
for a number of other neighboring counties and regions. That puts Lane County is 
in something of a unique position: Our population might only be a bit more than 
370,000 people, but our Phase 1A group includes close to 40,000 people. They 
work in health care and emergency care settings or are the residents and patients 
they serve. But county officials say as soon as those people are vaccinated, local 
partners will move quickly to begin vaccinating seniors. Whether those 80 and 
older will be able to receive their first doses on February 8 won’t be known until 
we learn how many doses are arriving from vaccine managers and the state. 
There are more than 55,000 Lane County residents who are age 65 and older. 
Based on sheer numbers alone, that vaccination effort also will take months. Until 
then, officials say the best thing older adults can do is sign up for the Lane County 
Public Health vaccination email newsletter, watch and listen for updates on the 
public health website, in local media, and on social media. ; There also is another 
reason some rural and Eastern Oregon counties already are moving to vaccinate 
their older adults. But for those seeking “herd immunity” against COVID-19, it is 
not a good one. In some counties, up to 40 percent of their Phase 1A groups are 
refusing to receive a vaccine. While that’s made it easier for those administering 
doses to move onto other eligible groups, it also means the coronavirus has 
opportunity to continue infecting those who are unprotected. Officials say there 
are various reasons people are refusing vaccine doses, ranging from personal 
health issues to philosophical and political reasons. But health experts are 
concerned that as the coronavirus develops new variants and moves through an 
unvaccinated population, there is the possibility some variants will emerge against 
which the current crop of vaccines is not effective. They say that’s why it’s 
important to achieve herd immunity and stop the current version of the virus in its 
tracks. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: Starting next week, educators and school staff, 
early childhood education providers, and childcare workers become eligible for 
vaccination. But that does not mean there will be enough doses on-hand to begin 
vaccinating everyone immediately. Again, a lot of the activity is determined by 
how many doses the state and local agencies are receiving each week. Lane 
County has 16 school districts. Only 6 have nursing staff. But officials say the plan 
is to use the staff from those six districts to handle vaccinations at schools across 
Lane County. They will receive logistical support from higher education partners 
as well as assistance with vaccine storage and other needs. A handful of school 
districts have begun receiving vaccine doses directly and are moving to begin 
staff vaccinations immediately. / CRIME, HEALTH: State officials say three more 
people who were incarcerated in Oregon prisons have died after contracting 
COVID-19. The Oregon Department of Corrections said Thursday that two men at 
Two Rivers Correctional Institution who were both between 70 and 80 years old 
died at a local hospital this week. Officials also said a man who was between 55 
and 65 years old at Oregon State Penitentiary died Thursday at a nearby hospital. 
Officials say he was the 36th person to die in Oregon prisons after testing positive 
for COVID-19. Officials say the Oregon State Police have been notified, and the 
Medical Examiner will determine cause of death, which is standard practice. / 
HEALTH: A hospital in Central Oregon is reporting a COVID-19 outbreak among 
workers. KTVZ-TV reports the St. Charles Redmond hospital said late 
Wednesday that 31 people have tested positive, and the Deschutes County 



Health Services and the Oregon Health Authority are investigating. It’s unclear 
how the outbreak occurred. St. Charles Health System, Inc., is headquartered in 
Bend. They own and operate St. Charles Bend, Madras, Prineville and Redmond. 
New precautions are in place at the hospital, such as testing all caregivers and 
increasing air exchange. They are also limiting visitors. / HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT: Nearly a year after the first COVID-19 case was confirmed in 
Oregon, Governor Kate Brown delivered her annual State of the State speech. 
During the 45-minute speech Thursday Brown reflected on the challenges 
Oregonians have faced in the last year — the pandemic, protests and wildfires — 
and outlined her goals for the future, focusing on racial equity, ensuring children 
return to school, mitigating wildfire danger and expanding health care access. In 
the State of the State speech, which is usually presented to a joint session of the 
Oregon Legislature but instead was held virtually due to the pandemic and pre-
recorded, Brown defended her approach to the pandemic. / CRIME, 
GOVERNMENT: Salem police yesterday arrested a Eugene resident in 
connection with the December 21 attack on officers at a protest at Oregon’s 
Capitol. 65-year-old Richard Braatz was taken into custody Thursday while 
participating in a protest near the Marion County District Attorney’s Office. He 
faces charges of Second-Degree Attempted Assault and Riot. / CRIME: A 70-
year-old Eugene man faces charges of Attempted Murder after a Tuesday 
incident involving a 65-year-old female victim. Police who responded to a 
residence in the 1400 block of Adelman Loop say the woman had life-threatening 
injuries when she was rushed to the hospital. Investigators say the victim and 
suspect were known to one-another and there is no ongoing threat to the 
community. / SAFETY, WEATHER, TRANSPORTATION: Another reminder of the 
importance of having emergency supplies, having a well-charged cellphone, and 
avoiding travel on winter roads that present dangerous driving conditions. Cress 
with the Deschutes County Sheriff’s Department and their Search and Rescue 
team rescued a 20-year-old Willamette Valley man after his pick-up truck bogged 
down in heavy snow on a Forest Service Road near Central Oregon’s Cascade 
Lakes Highway. It came after dispatchers received a call from the man’s father, 
saying his son, Timothy Walters of Jefferson, had called to say he was stuck in 
snow and believed he was somewhere near the town of Sisters. But then the 
man’s phone battery died. Crews pinged his phone and began searching an area 
south of Mt. Bachelor. They used a pick-up truck and then an ATV to teach him. 
Crews say Walters was uninjured and in good spirits and told them he’d been 
trying to hike in the Three Sisters wilderness. He got a ride back to Bend and was 
reunited with his family. Officials say it’s another reminder: If you are traveling 
backroads during the winter, many are not maintained. Plan your route carefully in 
a vehicle suited for the conditions. Carry essentials such as a shovel, extra 
lighting, warm clothing, blankets, food, water, navigation and communication 
devices, as well as a cell phone charger. / DISASTERS, UTILITIES: We’ve 
learned the past few years the importance of preparing for disasters, whether it’s 
another round of “Snowmageddon” or a devastating wildfire. Want to make sure 
you’re ready for winter weather, earthquakes and other natural disasters? The 
Eugene Water & Electric Board just launched the 2021 version of its “Pledge to 
Prepare” program, a 12-month blueprint for emergency preparedness. You sign 
up at EWEB’s website. Go to eweb.org and search for “Pledge to Prepare” or go 
directly to the program’s webpage. Each month you’ll receive a newsletter with 



tips on emergency preparedness, as well as suggestions of what to add to your 
emergency supplies. “Pledge to Prepare” organizers know it’s not always easy, 
practical or affordable to pull together an emergency kit all at once. But if you buy 
and add a few things each month, you’ll eventually have a full kit. The idea is to 
start small with a basic three-day preparedness kit, then build it slowly over time.  
EWEB sends participants a monthly email with disaster preparedness tips and 
suggestions on what to add to your emergency stockpile each month. The tips 
and suggestions are also posted on the utility’s website and on social media. The 
Oregon Office of Emergency Management encourages residents to be prepared 
to be on their own for a minimum of two weeks following a disaster. That means 
storing 14 days of water, food, medicine and other supplies. More than 2,300 
people have taken the Pledge since 2019. On social media, they share tips and 
photos of their supplies based on the monthly recommendations. To help you stay 
motivated during the year, EWEB holds monthly raffles for emergency 
preparedness supplies. The prizes include water storage containers, solar 
chargers and first aid kits. Anyone may join “Pledge to Prepare,”, but you must be 
an EWEB customer to participate in the monthly prize drawings. / 
GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, AGRICULTURE: The U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management in the final days of the Trump administration has issued a grazing 
permit to Oregon ranchers whose imprisonment sparked the armed takeover of a 
federal wildlife refuge. Oregon Public Broadcasting reports that Interior Secretary 
David Bernhardt restored Dwight and Steven Hammond’s grazing permit, which 
lasts for 10 years. The Hammonds had it revoked after a jury convicted them in 
2012 for arson on public lands. The men went to prison, served time and were 
released, but the U.S. Department of Justice later ordered them back to prison to 
finish the mandatory minimum five-year sentence. That kicked off the 41-day 
armed occupation of the national wildlife refuge. /  
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WEATHER, EDUCATION: This morning’s cold weather and occasional snow 
flurries have created some icy roads—especially in the Coast Range and on the 
west side of the valley. The Alsea Schools have closed for the day. The Junction 
City and Mapleton Districts are on a two-hour delay. Mapleton also has canceled 
all in-person classes. Officials in the Blachly schools say their distance learning 
remains on the regular schedule but the buses that distribute school materials 
and meals are canceled today because of icy roads. / SPORTS: College 
Basketball notes: Sedona Prince scored 16 points and blocked five shots, Lydia 
Giomi (gee-OH’-mee) added a double-double off the bench and No. 13 Oregon 
defeated Washington 69-52. Giomi had 11 points and 10 rebounds and fellow 
reserve Sydney Parrish added 12 points for the short-handed Ducks, who were 
without starters Nyara (nee-AR’-uh) Sabally and Erin Boley. This was the 
Huskies’ first game in three weeks because of COVID issues in their program. On 
Friday, the Oregon women defeated Washington State, 58-50. ; Ethan Thompson 
scored 19 points as Oregon State beat No. 21 Oregon 75-64 on Saturday at 
Matthew Knight Arena. Thompson, a senior guard, joined Gary Payton as the only 
players in school history with at least 1,400 points and 400 assists. Eugene 
Omoruyi had 15 points and nine rebounds for Oregon, playing without four 
projected starters. ; Aleah Goodman scored 33 points, but the Oregon State 
Women's Basketball team fell to Washington State 77-75 Sunday afternoon in 
double overtime. The Beavs’ postponed game against Washington takes place 
Tuesday at 4 p.m. There is no television broadcast, but it is being live-streamed 
by OSU Athletics. / HEALTH, MILITARY: Members of the Oregon National Guard 
spent the weekend assisting at an invitation-only mass vaccination clinic for those 
in Phase 1A Groups 2 and 3. The guard members began their work at the end of 
last week, with some administering doses and others assisting with logistics 
ranging from data entry to traffic control. The clinics are designed to quickly 
vaccinate those in Phase 1A Groups 2 and 3, which include people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities and the congregate care workers who 
assist them. The event continues through tomorrow and was scheduled once 
Lane County was informed it would receive larger quantities of vaccine doses last 
week. Most members of Phase 1A – Group 1 have received their first doses, and 
many are already getting their second dose. Those being vaccinated in Group 1 



include front-line hospital workers, first responders, and residents of long-term 
care facilities. Lane County Public Health also is working to coordinate 
vaccinations for those working in provider clinics that are not in a hospital or 
emergency setting, as well as our local general practitioners and their staff. At 
least 17,700 in Lane County’s Phase 1A groups have received at least one dose. 
But those numbers should increase once the state’s database is updated with 
weekend figures. Statewide, officials say more than 257,000 Oregonians have 
received at least one vaccine to help protect them from COVID-19—including 
more than 39,000 who now are fully vaccinated. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: 
Starting this week, educators and school staff, early childhood education 
providers, and childcare workers are eligible for vaccination. But when they 
receive those doses will depend on how much vaccine arrives this week. Lane 
County has 16 school districts. Only six have nursing staff. But officials say the 
plan is to use the staff from those six districts to handle vaccinations at schools 
across Lane County. They will receive logistical support from higher education 
partners as well as assistance with vaccine storage and other needs. A handful of 
school districts already have begun receiving vaccine doses directly and are 
moving to begin staff vaccinations immediately. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH, 
EDUCATION, ELDERS: Oregon Governor Kate Brown on Friday defended her 
decision to reject federal guidelines and prioritize teachers for the COVID-19 
vaccine before the elderly. She says if all of Oregon’s seniors were vaccinated 
first, teachers would likely not be vaccinated before the end of the school year 
and many students would not return to in-person learning. Officials from the 
Oregon Health Authority on Friday presented a new vaccination timeline for older 
adults: Those age 80 and older who are living independently in their communities 
still become eligible for vaccination the Week of February 7. Those age 75 to 79 
will become eligible beginning the Week of February 14. Those ages 70 to 74 will 
be eligible beginning the Week of February 21. And those ages 65 to 69 will be 
eligible beginning the Week of February 28. The schedule remains dependent on 
Oregon receiving enough vaccine for those in the eligible groups. The state 
estimates there are close to 795,000 residents who are age 65 and older. In the 
Educator group that became eligible this week, there are an estimated 105,000 
people. Once seniors are vaccinated, the next priority group will include essential 
workers who are at higher risk of exposure. Officials are working to determine 
who will qualify for that category. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health yesterday 
reported 52 new confirmed or presumptive coronavirus infections. But there have 
been no new deaths reported since Thursday. The Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday reported three new COVID-19 deaths across the state but only 582 
new confirmed or presumptive cases. That’s the lowest number in close to two 
months but might also reflect delayed reporting over the weekend. ; Oregon has 
its third confirmed case of a more contagious variant of COVID-19. The Oregon 
Health Authority was notified on Sunday that a person in Washington County, 
southwest of Portland, has tested positive with the variant that was originally 
detected in the United Kingdom. The person had traveled outside of the United 
States during their exposure period. Their close contacts were notified so they 
may quarantine. Multiple variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 have been 
detected in the U.S. and globally.  This strain is considered to be more contagious 
and health officials in multiple countries are working to determine whether it also 
is more severe. Last week, Oregon’s first case of the UK variant was reported in 



Portland with a second case identified in Yamhill County. This variant is known as 
strain B.1.1.7 or SARS-CoV-2 VOC 202012/01. State officials say the same 
practices used to protect yourself from the original strain of COVID-19 can slow or 
stop the spread of the new variants. Those include maintaining at least six feet of 
physical distance from those who are not part of your household and avoiding 
gathering with those with whom you do not live; wearing a face covering when 
outside your household; and washing your hands. If you experience symptoms of 
COVID-19— even mild ones — contact your medical provider immediately for 
instructions on how to care for yourself, how to protect others in your household, 
and whether to get tested. ; Makers of the Moderna vaccine say it can protect 
against the new COVID-19 variants that emerged in the United Kingdom and 
South Africa. But the protective antibodies generated by two doses of the vaccine 
were less effective against the South African strain. Moderna officials say they are 
working to develop a new form of the vaccine that could be used as a “booster” to 
provide added immunity. Both variants are causing concern because they are 
more infectious. Researchers in the U-K say preliminary data indicates their 
variant might also be slightly more severe. ; Merck is giving up on two potential 
COVID-19 vaccines following poor results in early-stage studies. The drugmaker 
said that it will focus instead on studying two possible treatments for the virus that 
also have yet to be approved by regulators. The company said its potential 
vaccines were well tolerated by patients, but they generated an inferior immune 
system response compared with other vaccines. Merck entered the race to fight 
COVID-19 later than other top drugmakers. ; Over the weekend, the number of 
U.S. COVID-19 infections topped 25 million. The American death toll stands at 
419,000. / TRANSPORTATION: The average U.S. price of regular-grade gasoline 
jumped 10 cents a gallon over the past two weeks to $2.45. Industry analyst 
Trilby Lundberg of the Lundberg Survey said Sunday that a rise in crude oil prices 
since November is behind the increase. In Eugene-Springfield, a gallon regular 
unleaded has an average price of $2.66. That’s 17 cents per gallon higher than it 
was one month ago, but 26-cents cheaper than this time last year. Locally, diesel 
prices are only up about a nickel from one month ago, to $2.74 per gallon. / 
SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: Sheriff’s deputies and firefighters have recovered the 
body of an Oregon woman whose vehicle was swept away in a deep mudslide 
during a winter storm last week. Jennifer Camus Moore, a registered nurse from 
Warrendale, was driving in the Columbia River Gorge early Wednesday when her 
SUV was buried under about 15 feet of mud, rock and trees. Crews used front 
loaders, dump trucks and other heavy equipment to clear the edges of the debris 
field as they tried to find her in the wet, unstable mud. A private contractor helped 
verify the location of her vehicle on Saturday morning by using a high-powered 
metal detector. ; A hiker has been rescued in Oregon, apparently three days after 
he fell down a 50-foot cliff in the Columbia River Gorge. The Coast Guard and the 
Hood River County Sheriff's Office say they brought the 43-year-old to safety on 
Friday night after he was discovered by two other hikers at the base of the cliff, 
about a mile from the start of the Gorton Creek Trail. He was conscious but 
injured, disoriented and possibly hypothermic, and authorities said he likely would 
not have survived the night. He was flown to a Portland hospital in stable 
condition. /  
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WEATHER, TRANSPORTATION: A frontal system will move across northwest 
Oregon this evening. Precipitation is expected to begin around midday along the 
coast and then spread inland. The heaviest precipitation can be expected from 
late afternoon through about midnight Wednesday. Snow levels late this 
afternoon over the far corner of northwest Oregon and in the Willamette Valley 
north of Salem will be around 500 feet. Snow levels for the Central Coast and in 
the southern Willamette Valley are expected to be closer to 1,000 feet. Major 
roadways in the Salem and Portland areas should not be impacted, but there is 
the possibility of slushy spots on bridges and overpasses—as well as higher-
elevation road surfaces across Western Oregon, including passes in the Coast 
Range. Snow also will fall in the Cascade foothills, complicating driving for those 
headed over the mountains. Use traction tires and be prepared to use traction 
devices. For the most up-to-date forecast visit www.weather.gov/portland and for 
current road conditions go to TripCheck.com or dial 5-1-1. ; Drivers traveling over 
southwest Oregon mountain passes, including those on Interstate 5, should 
prepare for severe winter driving conditions this afternoon into Wednesday due to 
heavy snow and blizzard conditions, especially if traveling into northern California. 
The National Weather Service forecast calls for blizzard conditions and up to 
THREE FEET of snow in the Shasta Valley and Mt. Shasta City area; as well as 
4-6 inches on the Interstate 5 Siskiyou Summit, the I-5 passes north of Grants 
Pass, and U.S. 199 at Hayes Hill.  On Oregon Highway 42, up to 3 inches are 
forecast on Camas Mountain. Drivers traveling on the Interstate 5 and U.S. 97 
and U.S. 199 corridors into southern Oregon and northern California should be 
aware and prepare for the severe conditions. Carry extra food and water, warm 
clothing, cell phone charger, map, and make arrangements should you need to 
unexpectedly overnight in a nearby town. Do not try to follow your GPS onto 
secondary roads and backroads. ; The Coast Range continues to have its share 
of icy roads from yesterday’s snow. For a second day, the Alsea Schools are 
using distance-learning only today and are closed for in-person education. / 
SPORTS: In college basketball: The Oregon Men’s Basketball team dropped out 
of the Associated Press Top 25 this week after Saturday’s loss to Oregon State. ; 
But the Oregon Women’s Basketball team climbed two notches, back to Number 
11, after weekend wins over Washington State and Washington. ; In Pac-12 



Conference play this evening, the Oregon State Women’s Basketball team takes 
on Washington at 4 p.m. There is no television broadcast, but it is being live-
streamed by OSU Athletics. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, HOUSING: Big news in 
the effort to provide temporary housing for those displaced by the Holiday Farm 
Fire. FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, has reversed an 
earlier decision and approved of Lane County’s request for direct housing 
assistance. That means FEMA will provide a range of temporary options including 
transportable temporary housing units, direct leasing, and multi-family leasing and 
repair. Housing assistance for qualified individuals and households is available 
through March 15, 2022. The joint announcement came from Oregon 
Congressman Peter DeFazio, Oregon U.S. Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff 
Merkley, and Lane County Commissioner Heather Buch. They say this is 
tremendous news for the hundreds of Lane County residents who have been in 
other temporary housing for months and that FEMA’s aid is essential during the 
wintertime. They say the temporary housing is also critical in restoring McKenzie 
River Communities, reconnecting neighbors, bringing children and their families 
back into their school district, and providing safe housing while residents work to 
rebuild. / CRIME, SAFETY: Social media is great until it isn’t. Eugene Police say a 
flurry of social media posts claiming a woman was forced into a parked car near 
the University of Oregon campus and was screaming for help simply are NOT 
true. Investigators say they tried to track down witnesses to the alleged incident—
but they could not find anyone. They say they reviewed security footage of the 
alleged incident and the alleged vehicle—there was nothing out of the ordinary. A 
caller had reported they heard a woman screaming inside a vehicle parked near 
13th and Patterson Streets and that a man had approached the car and made a 
“shushing” gesture. Instead, what was captured on video appears routine: A man 
walks up to chat with the car’s male driver, who gets out to briefly embrace the 
other. They speak for a few minutes. The driver then opens passenger door and a 
young juvenile who appears to be between the ages of six- and eight-years-old 
gets out. The driver briefly holds the juvenile before placing them in the back seat. 
The juvenile does not appear to be in distress. The men speak for a few more 
minutes. The driver gets back in the car and drives away. The other man walks 
away. If you’ve seen social media posts claiming something else, there is no 
evidence of it. Please stop sharing it. / CRIME: Eugene Police made another 
arrest last week in connection with the late May riots and looting of several 
downtown businesses. The suspect, 25-year-old Arei Matthias Johnson was 
taken into custody and charged with Riot, Burglary, Theft, Disorderly Conduct, 
Interfering With Police, and Menacing. Police so far have arrested 23 people in 
connection with the criminal event that took place eight months ago near the base 
of the Washington Street Bridge. It comes as they continue to analyze video and 
photos from the scene, match images of suspects to confirm identities, then 
locate those people. Additional arrests are expected. / CRIME, HEALTH: Eugene 
Police say there is no question people were under more stress last year: The 
number of callouts for the agency’s Crisis Negotiation Team tripled in 2020. In 
2019, when the Crisis Negotiation Team had 40 callouts. But last year, the 
number soared to 124. That’s an average of close to two per week. But on 18 
days last year, officials say the team responded to multiple calls. One of the 
largest categories of calls involved suicide interventions: The Crisis Negotiation 
Team saw those numbers more than double—from 11 incidents in 2019 to 28 last 



year. In those instances, member work to defuse situations where the person is 
either armed, actively attempting suicide, or the scene is considered too 
dangerous for others to safely respond. Members of the Eugene Police Crisis 
Negotiations Team also handle calls that include barricaded subjects, hostage 
situations, and backing up officers working on high-risk search warrants. In the 
case of suicidal subjects, members say their goal is to de-escalate situations 
where someone is in severe mental or emotional distress and find a peaceful 
resolution. / CRIME, SAFETY: Authorities say a motorist fatally struck one person 
and hit at least six other people along 20 blocks of streets and sidewalks in 
Southeast Portland before he fled on foot, was detained by witnesses, and 
arrested. Police say one person who was hit Monday died at a hospital. They 
have not yet released the victim’s name nor any details on the driver. Five other 
people were hurt and taken to hospitals. Authorities said they believe more 
people were hurt who did not need ambulance transport. Police received a call 
shortly after 1 p.m., followed by a flurry of calls about the same car, a Honda 
Element, striking other people and vehicles. / HEALTH: More indications that 
efforts to reduce the spread of the virus locally might be working. Lane County 
Public Health yesterday reported 37 new confirmed or presumptive COVID-19 
infections. And there have been no new deaths reported since Thursday. Twenty-
one local patients remain hospitalized, with four in intensive care. They are 
among the 343 local residents who remain infectious. Hundreds more are 
quarantining because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for 
COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 435 new cases but 
only two new deaths across the state. ; Lane County is getting closer to having 
20,000 people in its Phase 1A groups vaccinated. And the Oregon Health 
Authority reports that, statewide, more than 263,000 people have received at 
least their first dose. Close to 41,000 of those Oregonians now are fully 
vaccinated. As state and local health officials continue their efforts to ramp up 
vaccinations, they—like their counterparts in many other states—are still dealing 
with limited shipments of vaccine from the federal government. This week’s 
expected allocation from the CDC to Oregon totals roughly 102,000 doses, about 
45,000 fewer doses than last week. But Lane County Public Health officials say 
they are expecting at least 1,700 of the doses arriving this week will be 
earmarked for vaccinating educators, who now are eligible to receive doses. ; 
Eugene’s White Bird Clinic is stepping up to help expand vaccination capacity in 
Lane County. The non-profit medical provider this week launched an effort to help 
finish vaccinating those in Phase 1A’s Group 4. That group includes many of our 
local outpatient medical providers, including dentists and behavioral health. 
Because the members of Group 4 work in so small locations across Lane County, 
getting them vaccinated is a logistical challenge that involves a large amount of 
scheduling and data entry, not to mention support staff when it comes time to 
administer the doses. White Bird plans to begin those Group 4 vaccinations 
tomorrow and continue for as many weeks as there is demand. If you’re a health-
care professional in Group 4, you may sign up through a webpage that asks for 
your name, contact information, where you work, and in what capacity. The 
vaccinations will be administered at White Bird’s medical and dental clinics. As 
the effort gears up, coordinators hope to eventually administer up to 500 doses 
each week. Having said that, the staff at White Bird’s main offices and medical 
clinic do not have information on the vaccination project. They ask that you do 



NOT call and tie up the main White Bird line or interrupt their work providing basic 
care to the community’s low income and unhoused individuals. White Bird says 
close to 60 local clinicians and support staff already who have volunteered their 
time to help with the vaccine push to protect their fellow health-care professionals. 
White Bird is seeking additional volunteers who can commit to helping out for up 
to a half-day shift each week over multiple weeks. Coordinators are offering brief 
a training and orientation. They say they especially need volunteers who are 
expert at creating electronic health records, because a patient chart needs to be 
created for everyone who is being vaccinated. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: They 
don’t have any doses yet for faculty and staff, but the university of Oregon is 
preparing for a big vaccination push once it does. U-of-O officials said this week 
they have begun pre-registering eligible faculty and staff members to ensure that 
once they begin on-campus clinics they can administer doses quickly and 
efficiently. UO faculty members, staff, graduate employees and student 
employees who are interested receiving a vaccine are being asked to log into a 
campus webpage to complete a brief questionnaire. It asks employees for their 
contact information, what job they have with the University of Oregon, and 
whether they are working in-person, remotely, or under a hybrid schedule. Only 
employees who submit a preregistration form will be contacted when it is time to 
schedule a vaccination. / TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: There were fewer air 
travelers in the United States last year, but a higher percentage of them were 
carrying guns. The Transportation Security Administration said Tuesday that 
screeners found 3,257 firearms on passengers or in their carry-on bags in 2020, 
or about 10 for every million travelers. About 83 percent of the guns were loaded. 
That was double the rate of guns found in 2019. Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport had the most guns seized, 220, followed by 176 guns at 
Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport checkpoints. Federal law prohibits 
passengers other than certain law enforcement officers from bringing guns or 
ammunition into the cabin, although unloaded guns are permitted in checked 
bags that go into the cargo hold. ; Emotional-support animals are no longer free to 
roam about the cabin on Southwest Airlines. The airline said Monday that it will let 
passengers bring trained service dogs in the cabin, but starting March 1, 
emotional-support animals are out. The airline says anyone who wants to bring a 
dog or cat on board after that will have to pay a fee and keep the animal in a 
carrier under a seat. Other airlines have made similar changes in their animal 
policies. The Transportation Department says airlines don’t have to let 
passengers bring an animal on board for free by claiming it provides emotional 
support. / HEALTH:  Officials say a new Brazilian variant of the coronavirus has 
made its first known appearance in the United States in a person who recently 
traveled from Brazil to Minnesota. State health officials announced Monday that 
the Brazil P.1 variant was found in a specimen from a Minnesota resident who 
had recently been to Brazil. The patient lives in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area and 
became ill during the first week of January. Viruses are constantly mutating, and 
new versions – called variants – often emerge. Health officials are also worried 
about variants that were first reported in the United Kingdom and South Africa. ; 
Coronavirus deaths and cases in the U.S. have dropped markedly over the past 
couple of weeks but are still running at alarmingly high levels. And the effort to 
snuff out COVID-19 is becoming an ever more urgent race between the vaccine 
and the mutating virus. Deaths are running at an average of just under 3,100 a 



day, down from more than 3,350 less than two weeks ago. New cases are 
averaging about 170,000 a day, after peaking at around 250,000. The country’s 
top infectious-disease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, says the improvements appear 
to be the result of a natural plateau after the holiday surge — not the effect of the 
vaccine. And he urges continued vigilance. / WOMEN, GOVERNMENT: It looks 
like Harriet Tubman is once again headed to the front of the $20 bill. Biden press 
secretary Jen Psaki said Monday that the Treasury Department is taking steps to 
resume efforts to put the 19th century abolitionist leader on the $20 bill. Obama 
administration Treasury Secretary Jack Lew had selected Tubman to replace 
Andrew Jackson, the nation’s seventh president, on the $20 bill. But Tubman’s 
fate had been in doubt since the 2016 presidential campaign based on critical 
comments by then-candidate Donald Trump, who branded the move “pure 
political correctness.” / HEALTH, ECONOMY: The spread of COVID-19 vaccines 
will power a stronger global economic recovery in 2021, the International 
Monetary Fund forecast. After sinking 3.5 percent in 2020, the worst year since 
World War II, the global economy will grow 5.5 percent this year, the 190-nation 
lending organization predicted. The new figure for 2021 marks an upgrade from 
the 5.2 percent growth the IMF forecast in October. The vaccine should contain 
the spread of the virus and allow governments around the world to ease 
lockdowns and other restrictions on normal economic activity. The IMF expects 
the U.S. economy to expand 5.1 percent this year after collapsing 3.4 percent in 
2020. No. 2 China is expected to grow 8.1 percent this year. ; U.S. home prices 
jumped in November at the fastest pace in more than six years, fueled by demand 
for more living space as Americans stick closer to home during the pandemic. 
Home prices soared 9.1 percent in November compared with 12 months ago, 
according to today’s report on the S&P CoreLogic Case-Shiller 20-city home price 
index. That is the largest increase since May 2014. ; Credit reporting agency 
TransUnion has found that nearly 3 percent of common consumer debts were in 
financial-hardship status at the end of 2020. Hardship agreements can put a 
pause on payments or provide other relief to help struggling consumers. The 
latest number is down from a peak of almost 5 percent in spring, but it’s still far 
above the norm. It illustrates how many Americans are struggling to get by 
financially as the pandemic wears on. TransUnion looked at auto, credit card, 
mortgage and unsecured personal loan products. Hardship agreements hit their 
peak in May at 4.77 percent. In February, just before massive pandemic-related 
closures and layoffs hit, they were at 1.71 percent. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, WEATHER: It was a challenging night for travelers across 
parts of Western Oregon as heavy snow choked mountain passes and even 
some lower-elevation routes. State road crews and emergency responders spent 
much of the evening closing busy sections of freeways and state highways while 
they cleared accidents including jackknifed trucks. They helped get drivers and 
big rigs over icy and snowbound passes. And they tried to keep roadways clear 
as up to several inches of snow fell every hour in some locations. The trouble 
spots included the mountain passes on Interstate Five in Southern Oregon all the 
way to Redding, California. For several hours, U.S. Highway 97 was closed at the 
Oregon-California border. Oregon’s Coast Range Highways received a coating of 
snow, some of it at lower levels. That forced occasional closures due to multiple 
accidents and treacherous conditions. Things are better this morning, but wintry 
conditions persist. On Siskiyou Summit, heading into California, chains are 
required for all vehicles. In Northern California, much of Interstate Five remains 
closed between Yreka and Redding because of dangerous conditions, multiple 
accidents, and stranded vehicles. Remember to carry essential supplies if you 
must travel, including extra food, water, warm clothing, and a charger for your 
mobile device. And remember: GPS units can lead the unwary onto unmaintained 
backroads in the wintertime. Stick to major roadways. Do not head onto unfamiliar 
mountain roads. You can get stranded and might not have cellular coverage in a 
remote location. Before leaving on winter trips, go to TripCheck.com or call 5-1-1 
from your mobile device. / WEATHER, EDUCATION: The Coast Range continues 
to have its share of icy roads from yesterday’s snow. The Crow-Applegate-Lorane 
Schools have closed for the day because the roads are unsafe for school buses. 
The Alsea Schools again today are closed for in-person education and are using 
distance-learning only. / SPORTS, HEALTH: In college basketball: For a second 
time this month, the University of Oregon Men's Basketball program has paused 
all team-related activities because of COVID-19 issues. Duck athletics officials 
say three scheduled games on the Ducks' upcoming trip to Los Angeles—
including two games at UCLA (Thursday, Jan. 28 and Monday, Feb. 1) and one at 
USC on Saturday, Jan. 30—have been postponed. ; The Oregon State Men’s 
Basketball team is in action this afternoon against USC. The game is in Los 
Angeles and is being broadcast at 2 p.m. on ESPN-U. ; The Number 11 Oregon 



Women’s Basketball team is at Utah Friday afternoon. The game will be 
broadcast at 2 p.m. on the Pac-12 Network. ; The Oregon State Women’s 
Basketball team defeated Washington last night, 98-68. The Beavs are in Boulder 
Friday evening for a game at Colorado. It tips off shortly after 5 p.m. and is being 
carried on the Colorado live-stream. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: Two more weeks of 
tight COVID-19 restrictions in Lane, Benton, Linn, and 22 other counties. Oregon 
Governor Kate Brown said yesterday that some indoor businesses, such as 
gyms, health and fitness clubs, and movie theaters, may reopen with a limited 
capacity beginning Friday. The modifications allow for a maximum of six people 
indoors at facilities of more than 500 square feet, with stringent cleaning rules. 
People will be required to physically distance and wear a facemask. For facilities 
smaller than 500 square feet, the modified guidance allows for one-to-one 
customer experiences, including personal training. But the new modifications do 
not apply to indoor dining. That is a blow to Oregon’s restaurant and bar sector, 
which has seen more than two months of tight restrictions in counties including 
Lane. We continue to be labeled at Extreme Risk because of our high numbers of 
coronavirus infections. Operators of gyms, health and fitness clubs—especially 
the larger facilities—complain that reopening indoors with a maximum of six 
people is not a workable business model. One industry group noted in a 
statement yesterday that many member businesses require at least six or more 
staffers to operate safely. Oregon’s restaurant industry also remains critical of the 
state risk levels and dining restrictions. Leaders of the Oregon Restaurant & 
Lodging Association say many businesses have been forced to close 
permanently because they cannot survive on take-out and outdoor dining. In a 
statement, the association noted that much of the state’s recent rise in 
unemployment is driven by job losses in the restaurant sector. While Lane, 
Benton, and Linn Counties must stay under Extreme Risk restrictions for another 
two weeks, Douglas County remains at the lower “High Risk” restriction level. 
That allows restaurants and bars in Douglas County to operate with indoor dining 
under tight occupancy limits. The Oregon Health Authority reexamines and 
adjusts county risk levels every two weeks. The next announcement will be made 
on February 9. / HEALTH: The governor says Oregonians have largely complied 
with state COVID restrictions. She notes that is one reason thestate’s post-
holiday coronavirus surge is easing, and hospital capacity has not been 
overwhelmed. But just yesterday, the Oregon Health Authority reported 796 new 
cases and 22 more deaths. In Lane County, our last death was almost one week 
ago. But there were 38 new local COVID-19 infections reported yesterday. 
Twenty-seven patients remain in local hospitals, six of them in intensive care. 
Lane County Public Health says 322 people are considered infectious and 
another 600 are under monitoring after being exposed to someone who later 
tested positive for the virus. Vaccination numbers are climbing: Across the state, 
276,000 people have received at least their first dose—close to 21,000 of those in 
Lane County. But the vaccination effort continues to be slowed by limited 
shipments from vaccine manufacturers through the federal government. As a 
result, the immunization effort across Oregon continues to be largely limited to 
Phase 1A groups and, effective this week, educators. / CRIME, SAFETY, 
COMMUNITY: There was no crime. The reports were unfounded. But Eugene 
police say the owner of a white van featured in a flurry of social media posts 
Tuesday about an alleged incident at East Broadway and Patterson Streets is 



being harassed, even though police investigated and found nothing to report. It 
started when Eugene Police received a call regarding a white van with blanked-
out back windows. Someone reported they heard screaming. Officers stopped a 
van that was in the area, but said it was a work van and only the driver was 
inside. No other vans were observed in the area that matched the description. A 
member of the public posted a video on social media, including on Tik Tok and 
Twitter. That led to a flurry of calls to police about the social media posts. 
Investigators followed up by searching surveillance video and other evidence, and 
checking call about sightings of white vans. But they say that van has been 
located and is no longer of interest. There is no evidence a crime was committed, 
and there are no reported missing persons associated with this case. If you are 
spreading or sharing these erroneous social media posts, Eugene Police ask that 
you please stop and delete them. They say they encourage people to contact 
them if they observe a suspicious incident so they may investigate. But this is the 
second time this week police have investigated allegations, said there was not 
crime, but seen erroneous reports gain wide traction on social media.  / SAFETY: 
A 74-year-old Eugene woman, Marilyn Corbett, remains hospitalized in critical but 
stable condition after being struck by a hit-and-run vehicle in Glenwood Saturday 
evening. Springfield Police say they’ve contacted the driver of the suspected 
vehicle. They say he was one of the first people to call 9-1-1 but did not realize he 
was the one whose SUV had struck her. Police say it happened shortly after dark 
Saturday night at the intersection of Franklin Boulevard and Mississippi Avenue. 
They say 72-year-old Douglas Wheeler’s vehicle struck the Corbett as she was 
crossing Franklin Boulevard. Police examined the SUV and found damage 
consistent with an impact and matched it to surveillance footage that recorded the 
incident. Police say Wheeler is cooperating with the investigation and the case is 
being forwarded to the Lane County District Attorney’s Office for review. / CRIME: 
Investigators have identified the driver accused of killing a pedestrian and injuring 
nine other people in Portland. They say they've found no evidence that terrorism, 
politics or any bias motivated him. Sixty-four-year-old Paul Rivas of Oregon City 
has been jailed on charges of murder, assault and driving offenses after speeding 
along residential streets and apparently targeting pedestrians with his car on 
Monday. The crime scene stretched close to 20 blocks. Police say that after the 
driver fled on foot, neighbors surrounded him until police arrived and took him into 
custody. Family members say the woman who died, 77-year-old Jean Gerich, 
beat cancer five years ago, received her first coronavirus dose last week, and 
"was overjoyed to get out in the world again." / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, 
HOUSING: Oregon is reviewing 19 applications from non-profits and government 
agencies in 14 different counties to create unconventional motels-turned-
apartment complexes to house wildfire victims and others experiencing 
homelessness. The Oregonian and OregonLive report it comes three months 
after the Legislature allocated $65 million to buy motels to combat homelessness. 
But the non-profit organization tasked with vetting applicants and distributing 
money to purchase the motels now anticipates that the first properties will not be 
available for occupancy until at least mid-February, more than one month after 
the agency had hoped to start having units available. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: 
Oregon teachers are eligible for COVID-19 shots before senior citizens after 
Democratic Gov. Kate Brown decided to prioritize reopening schools. The 
decision has outraged older people and underscores the moral dilemma state and 



local officials across the U.S. are facing as they decide who's first in line for the 
vaccine. Ethicists say America hasn't faced such a stark moral calculus in 
generations. Everyone from the elderly and those with chronic medical conditions 
to communities of color and front-line workers are clamoring for the scarce 
vaccine. And each group has a compelling argument for why they should get 
priority. / CRIME: A man who fraudulently obtained and sold 2,400 oxycodone 
pills has been sentenced to four years in federal prison. The 
Oregonian/OregonLive reports 36-year-old Chase Conway would send women 
into Portland-area pharmacies with the fake prescriptions, obtaining up to 180 
pills at a time, according to prosecutors. Agents from the Drug Enforcement 
Administration tracked Conway’s car in fall 2018 and found he had been using the 
DEA registration numbers of multiple medical doctors without their knowledge, 
according to Kemp Strickland, an assistant U.S. attorney. Conway’s lawyer 
Robert Hamilton said his client was driven by a long-term addiction to opiates and 
methamphetamine. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: The Biden administration is 
boosting purchases of coronavirus vaccines to deliver enough to protect 300 
million Americans by the end of the summer — as it seeks to speed deliveries to 
states for the next three weeks following complaints of shortages and inconsistent 
supplies. President Joe Biden announced the surge in deliveries to states 
yesterday, along with news that the federal government is purchasing an 
additional 100 million doses each of the two approved COVID-19 vaccines. With 
existing purchases, the White House expects to be able to deliver enough of the 
two-dose regimens to states to vaccinate 300 million people. The purchases from 
drug makers Pfizer and Moderna come as the Biden administration is trying to 
ramp up vaccine production and states' capacities to get them into arms. Even 
more vaccine could be available if federal scientists approve a single-dose shot 
from Johnson & Johnson, which is expected to seek emergency authorization in 
the coming weeks. Biden also announced a roughly 16 percent boost in deliveries 
to states over the coming weeks, amid complaints of shortages so severe that 
some vaccination sites around the U.S. had to cancel tens of thousands of 
appointments with people scheduled to get their first shot. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, WEATHER: A couple inches of wet snow are possible this 
morning on some of the Interstate Five passes in Southern Oregon. These 
include the Smith Hill Summit, Stage Road Pass, and Canyon Creek Pass. 
Prepare for traffic slowdowns and carry tire chains. Interstate Five southbound 
remains closed this morning south of Ashland to vehicles heading over Siskiyou 
Summit into California. U.S. Highway 97 southbound also remains closed this 
morning at the Oregon-California border. It comes as highway workers in 
California continue to struggle with clearing the interstate between Yreka and 
Redding after a blizzard dumped more than two feet of wet snow in some areas 
near Mount Shasta. It closed I-5 in both directions along that stretch in Northern 
California. Officials tried to allow small caravans of vehicles over the Siskiyous at 
times yesterday but shut down again as driving remained treacherous. 
Remember to carry essential supplies if you must travel, including extra food, 
water, warm clothing, and a charger for your mobile device. Be prepared for 
unexpected overnights. / HEALTH, WEATHER: Oregon health workers who got 
stuck in a snowstorm on their way back from a COVID-19 vaccination event in 
Illinois Valley went car to car injecting stranded drivers before a half-dozen of the 
doses expired. Josephine County Public Health said on Facebook that the 
“impromptu vaccine clinic” took place after about 20 employees were stopped in 
traffic on a highway after a vaccination clinic. Six of the vaccines were getting 
close to expiring, which meant they would need to be thrown out, so the workers 
decided to offer them to other stranded drivers. Staff walked from vehicle to 
vehicle, offering people a chance to receive the vaccine. A county ambulance was 
on hand for safety. Officials said one went to a Josephine County Sheriff’s Office 
employee who had arrived too late for the vaccination clinic but ended up stopped 
in the snow with the others. Josephine County Public Health Director Mike Weber 
said it was one of the “coolest operations he’d been a part of.” / HEALTH, 
EDUCATION: The first doses to vaccinate educators in Lane County arrived 
yesterday. The 1,700 doses are intended to vaccinate up to one-fifth of eligible 
staff members in the 16 local school districts, including teachers, administrative 
employees, cafeteria and custodial workers, and others. Many schools are 
planning vaccination clinics inside their buildings this weekend. Six local districts 
have their own nurses, and the plan is to use them to help vaccinate others in 



school systems that don’t have their own health clinics. The goal is to vaccinate 
enough staff members for districts to begin reopening in-person education for 
their youngest students. The Springfield Schools hope to reopen classes for those 
youngsters starting February 4. The Eugene and Bethel districts also are working 
to return students to a hybrid learning model, perhaps as early as next month, but 
have not set official dates. / HEALTH: Vaccination numbers continue to climb 
across the state. But the vaccination effort continues to be slowed by limited 
shipments from vaccine manufacturers through the federal government. Still, the 
Oregon Health Authority notes that 285,000 people have received at least their 
first dose—with close to 22,000 of those in Lane County. Lane County Public 
Health yesterday reported 49 new infections but no new deaths. The county last 
reported a COVID-19 death one week ago. That said, 27 patients remain in local 
hospitals, with six of them in intensive care. In all, 301 people are considered 
infectious and another 615 are under monitoring after being exposed to someone 
who later tested positive for the virus. Across the state yesterday, the Oregon 
Health Authority reported 731 new cases and 20 more deaths. That puts 
Oregon’s pandemic death toll at 1,924. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: Lane County 
remains in the state’s Extreme Risk category for another two weeks along with 24 
other Oregon counties. That means a continued ban on indoor dining at 
restaurants and bars. But some local establishments have figured out a way to 
allow a handful of customers inside starting on Friday without actually serving 
them. It comes after they reviewed changes from the governor and state health 
officials that allow some businesses, such as gyms, health and fitness clubs, and 
entertainment establishments including movie theaters, to reopen on Friday with 
limited indoor capacity. Six people will be allowed in those establishments larger 
than 500 square feet, with masking and distancing in place, with one-on-one 
“customer experiences” such as personal training allowed for those that are 
smaller. Some restaurants and bars that offer Oregon Lottery games scrutinized 
the guidelines and realized they could qualify as an entertainment establishment. 
Under that interpretation, they plan to allow a handful of customers in to sit at 
socially distanced video lottery machines but will not serve them food or 
beverage. To get that, the customers would have to move to the outdoor dining 
area. Those planning the move say it won’t replace all of their lost revenues but 
might provide enough income to keep the doors open. Oregon’s restaurant and 
bar industry has been hard-hit by pandemic-related closures and many of the 
businesses have shut closed permanently because they say cannot survive on 
take-out and outdoor dining alone. That has driven much of the state’s recent rise 
in unemployment. The Oregon Health Authority reexamines and adjusts county 
risk levels every two weeks. The next update will be issued on February 9. / 
YOUTH, LOW-INCOME, EDUCATION, BUSINESS: A big push to help provide 
lower-income kids with reliable Wi-Fi for school and other activities. Comcast is 
partnering with Boys and Girls Clubs in Eugene-Springfield and eight other 
locations in Western Oregon and Southwest Washington to provide free, high-
speed internet access at the facilities for the next three years. They’re dubbed 
“Lift Zones” because they help elevate students’ online experience, making it 
easier for them to participate in distance learning and complete their homework. 
They also provide a secure location for students to connect online each day 
during normal school hours. Leaders of the Boys and Girls Club of Emerald Valley 
in Eugene say the fast Wi-Fi is making a big difference. The facility is providing 



full-day distance learning support for 70 youth whose parents are essential 
workers. The Boys and Girls Club plans to expand its offerings to up to 500 to 800 
youth daily as restrictions ease. Matt Sorenson, CEO of Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Emerald Valley, says he’s glad to have Lift Zones as a resource.  “This Lift Zones 
is critical for the kids who attend our Club.  Our Club members depend on our 
support to help them thrive in the virtual learning environment and we are grateful 
for this partnership to be able to meet their needs. We are eager to see how this 
improves their academic performance and helps them avoid learning loss during 
this challenging pandemic.” The Boys & Girls Clubs of Emerald Valley is open to 
all youth between the ages of 6 and 18, first grade through twelfth grade, but 
access is limited during the pandemic for health and safety. Annual membership 
in the club is $40 per child. The full-day distance learning support is $600/month 
($150/week) per child. Comcast officials also recently announced that they are 
extending their offer of 60 days of free internet access to lower-income customers 
through the program and offering free access to all of its outdoor Wi-Fi hotspots 
until June 30. They say the project has helped connect more than 8 million low-
income people to the Internet at home, including more than 52,000 families in 
Oregon and southwest Washington. / RACIAL JUSTICE, HEALTH: The role that 
race should play in deciding who gets priority for the COVID-19 vaccine in the 
next phase of the rollout is being put to the test in Oregon as tensions around 
equity and access to the shots emerge nationwide. An advisory committee that 
provides recommendations to Oregon’s governor and public health authorities 
votes today on whether to prioritize people of color, target those with chronic 
medical conditions, or focus on some combination of groups at higher risk from 
the coronavirus. State data, for example, indicates Latinos have a roughly a 300 
percent higher risk of contracting COVID-19 than their white counterparts in 
Oregon, largely because many work in jobs that put them at greater risk of 
exposure. Oregon is one of 18 states looking to add equity to their original 
vaccine distribution plans. To avoid legal challenges, almost all states are turning 
to a tool called a “social vulnerability index” or a “disadvantage index.” Such an 
index includes more than a dozen data points — everything from income to 
education level to health outcomes to car ownership — to target disadvantaged 
populations without specifically citing race or ethnicity. In Oregon, health leaders 
also are factoring in things like U.S. census data, occupational status and income 
levels. The 27-member committee’s recommendations will also undergo a legal 
analysis. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, TRANSPORTATION: As hazardous tree 
removal continues in the wake of September’s devastating wildfires, a reminder to 
drivers up the McKenzie Valley: Tree crews continue to map, mark and cut 
hazardous trees along roadways and near future debris removal sites. They’ve 
already removed thousands and thousands more are marked. The felled trees 
and other woody debris are being hauled and stacked at various locations. Some 
hazard trees can be salvaged for their lumber. Others are too damaged and are 
being chipped for use in controlling erosion. And some are being used for habitat 
restoration along the McKenzie River. The Debris Management Task Force is 
donating several logs to the McKenzie River Trust for habitat restoration work 
along the McKenzie River corridor. The nonprofit plans to implant logs in hillsides 
to reduce erosion, while others will be placed in the river or its side streams to 
improve fish habitat. That restoration work begins this summer. / WILDFIRE 
RECOVERY, EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION: In the months since the Holiday 



Farm Fire, a dedicated group of volunteers with a mix of tech and outdoor 
experience have worked to provide temporary wireless internet to residents and 
businesses in the Upper McKenzie Valley. It hasn’t been easy: Many telephone 
and internet relay towers and sites burned in the blaze. Companies are rebuilding 
their networks, but it takes time. But in the weeks and months after the fire, 
members of the Oregon Internet Response team began installing orange public 
Wi-Fi boxes in some school, church, business and community parking lots using 
donated equipment and labor from dozens of individuals and organizations. At 
one point, volunteers creatively daisy-chained the free Wi-Fi connections into the 
Blue River, Rainbow, and McKenzie Bridge area from Central Oregon, connecting 
signals from Bend to the Hoodoo Ski Area, Carmen Smith Dam, Belknap Bluff 
and Castle Rock, and finally down to the communities. Last weekend, they 
continued their work at McKenzie Bridge Christian Church and the parking lot at 
Blue Sky Market and Takoda’s. The Vida Relief Center also now has Wi-Fi and 
picnic tables outside for residents and students who are accessing key services, 
working remotely, and attending classes and doing homework online. / WILDFIRE 
RECOVERY, BUSINESS: The owners of the Steamboat Inn Resort on the North 
Umpqua River are hoping to reopen for guests by mid-March. It was damaged 
during September’s Archie Creek Fire. The News Review in Roseburg reports 
that, thanks to favorable weather and fundraising to help pay for the $200,000 in 
repairs, Travis and Melinda Woodward are on track to reopen the Steamboat Inn 
ahead of schedule. The Inn has begun hiring. The owners say repairs are almost 
complete to septic and water systems serving the main Inn and restaurant, 
nearby cottages, and guest and employee housing. / LOW-INCOME, 
COMMUNITY, BUSINESS: Grilled cheese, anyone? During the month of 
February, local restaurants get creative during the Grilled Cheese Experience, a 
fundraiser for our local food bank, FOOD For Lane County. Every time you 
purchase one of these gourmet creations, $2 is donated to FOOD for Lane 
County. Win-win! It all begins Monday, Feb. 1. Plan your meals now.  / 
COMMUNITY, HEALTH: They say it might look a little different this year, but the 
passion is unchanged. Supporters of the American Cancer Society's Relay for 
Life hold their 2021 kickoff event online next Thursday, Feb. 4, from 5 p.m. to 6 
p.m. / POLITICS, WOMEN: Oregon lawmakers will soon decide how to respond 
to a new report which concludes that a legislator's persistent and unwelcome 
romantic advances made two women concerned that he might undercut their 
work at the Capitol if they rejected his attempts to rekindle romantic relationships. 
The Oregonian and OregonLive say the report also found that that Diego 
Hernandez, a Portland Democrat, also had a long-term relationship with a third 
woman during which he exhibited behavior that could be interpreted as controlling 
and, in some cases, abusive. Independent investigators spent nine months 
looking into allegations that Hernandez sexually harassed multiple women at the 
Capitol. In a statement, Hernandez apologized to anyone made he made feel 
uncomfortable. / POLITICS, HEALTH: President Joe Biden is set to take his first 
steps to reverse Trump administration health care policies. The White House said 
Biden plans today to sign orders on a range of issues including getting more 
Americans covered. Biden plans to reopen the HealthCare.gov insurance 
markets, with a three-month special enrollment period starting as early as 
February 15, for those who lost their jobs and coverage during the pandemic. 
Created under the Obama-era Affordable Care Act, also called “Obamacare,” the 



marketplaces offer taxpayer-subsidized coverage regardless of a person’s 
medical history, or preexisting conditions, including COVID-19. The idea of 
reopening Obamacare’s health insurance markets has broad support, including 
from consumer groups, professional medical associations, insurers and business 
organizations. The health care law covers more than 23 million people through a 
mix of subsidized private insurance sold in all states, and expanded Medicaid 
adopted by 38 states, with Southern states being the major exception. Coverage 
is available to people who don’t have job-based health insurance, with the 
Medicaid expansion geared to those with low incomes. Experts agree that 
number of uninsured people has risen because of layoffs in the coronavirus 
economy, perhaps by 5 million to 10 million, but authoritative estimates await 
government studies due later this year. Of the 28 million uninsured Americans 
before the pandemic, the nonpartisan Kaiser Family Foundation estimates that 
more than 16 million were eligible for some form of subsidized coverage through 
the health law. The special sign-up opportunity is only a down payment on health 
insurance for Biden, who has promised to build on former President Barack 
Obama’s health law to push the U.S. toward coverage for all. For that he’d need 
congressional approval, and opposition to the health law still runs deep among 
Republicans. The Trump administration resisted calls to reopen HealthCare.gov 
during the pandemic. Trump pledged repeatedly to repeal and replace 
Obamacare. His administration continued trying to find ways to limit the program 
or unravel it entirely. A U.S. Supreme Court decision on Trump’s final legal 
challenge to the Affordable Care Act is expected this year. ; The Biden 
administration is projecting as many as 90,000 Americans will die from the 
coronavirus in the next four weeks. That warning came as the administration held 
its first televised science briefing on the COVID-19 pandemic. The administration 
is examining additional ways of speeding vaccine production, a day after 
announcing the U.S. plans to deliver enough doses for 300 million Americans by 
the end of summer. Dr. Anthony Fauci says there’s concern about virus variants. 
But he says vaccines provide a “cushion” of effectiveness, but there's work on 
potential “booster” shots for the variants. The Biden administration is asking 
citizens to recommit to social distancing measures and mask-wearing, pointing to 
models that suggest it could save 50,000 lives in the coming months. / HEALTH: 
Dr. Anthony Fauci says there’s reason to be concerned about the impact of some 
coronavirus mutations on vaccines, but scientists have plenty of options for 
adjustments to maintain the effectiveness of vaccines and treatments. The 
government’s top infectious disease expert says there’s particular concern about 
the so-called South African variant, because lab tests have shown that it can 
diminish the protective power of the vaccines approved to date. However, Fauci 
stressed the level of protection provided was still well within what he called the 
“cushion” of vaccine effectiveness. Fauci says one vaccine that’s still in testing is 
being measured for effectiveness against the South African variant and another 
strain that has emerged in Brazil. He called that a promising development. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, WEATHER: Highway crews in Oregon and California 
reopened a big stretch of Interstate 5 between Redding and Ashland last night. It 
was good news for drivers, especially truckers who waited more than one day for 
safer road conditions. But as the “wave” of traffic made its way northbound into 
Oregon, it prompted a brief warning from Oregon State Police and the Oregon 
Department of Transportation. So many trucks were trying to exit in the Central 
Point area north of Medford that its briefly closed the exit and snarled nearby 
roadways as truckers looked for place to park near major truck stops. The traffic 
advisory was lifted after about an hour as the “wave” dispersed. Roads through 
Southern Oregon are in better condition this morning but watch for ice on some of 
the Interstate 5 passes until things warm up later this morning. Go to 
TripCheck.com or dial 5-1-1 from your mobile device for updates on Oregon 
Highways. / SAFETY, BUSINESS: A big fire overnight temporarily closed 
Highway 99 on the south end of Corvallis. The Highway reopened around 6:30 
a.m. But the damage appears extensive to the building that housed the First 
Alternative Natural Foods Co-op. The longtime seller of natural, organic, and 
locally produced foods has been at the location on SE Third Street for decades. 
First Alternative managers posted on social media that they are still assessing the 
damage and appreciate the efforts of Corvallis Fire Department and the support 
of the community.  The Co-op operates a second store on the north side of 
Corvallis. / SPORTS: In college basketball: The Number 11 Oregon Women’s 
Basketball team is at Utah this afternoon. The game will be broadcast at 2 p.m. 
on the Pac-12 Network. ; The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team is in 
Boulder this evening for a game at Colorado. It tips off shortly after 5 p.m. and is 
being carried on the Colorado live-stream. ; The University of Oregon Men's 
Basketball program remains on “pause” because of COVID-19 issues. ; The 
Oregon State Men’s Basketball team lost to USC yesterday, 75-62. The Beavs 
meet UCLA on Saturday at 4 p.m. in los Angeles. The game is being broadcast 
by the Pac-12 Network. ; Oregon Football made it official yesterday: Former Cal 
associate head coach Tim DeRuyter has been named Oregon’s defensive 
coordinator and outside linebackers coach. DeRuyter replaces Andy Avalos, who 
left the Ducks to become head coach at Boise State. DeRuyter has been on Cal’s 
staff since 2017, first as defensive coordinator and inside linebackers coach 



before serving as co-defensive coordinator and associate head coach last year. / 
SAFETY, ELDERS: Have you seen him? The Lane County Sheriff's Office is 
seeking the public's assistance locating 80-year-old missing man James 
Otterlee. He was last seen on Wednesday, January 27, around 11:30 a.m. when 
he left his home near Pine Grove Road in Eugene to go to Fred Meyer on West 
11th in Eugene. James Otterlee was last seen driving a silver, 2002 Hyundai 
Santa Fe compact SUV with Oregon plate 731 LVF. He was reported missing by 
family Wednesday night around 9:00 p.m. when he didn't return home as planned. 
Otterlee, as we mentioned, is 80 years old. He is white, 5'9" tall with green eyes 
and gray hair and weighs approximately 170 pounds. Family members say he has 
some mobility issues and becomes confused easily. He also takes daily 
medication which he does not have with him. If you have seen James Otterlee or 
the silver Hyundai Santa Fe he was driving, please call the Lane County Sheriff's 
Office at 541-682-4150 then press 1 and refer to case # 20-0560. / EDUCATION, 
HEALTH: School districts across Lane County are beginning to vaccinate some of 
their educators. A few are holding on-site clinics today and tomorrow. Some are 
administering doses of COVID-19 vaccine through their school-based clinics. 
Others are doing so with the help of partner pharmacies or local healthcare 
providers. The 1,700 doses arrived in Lane County on Wednesday and were 
distributed among the districts. This first batch of doses will only cover a small 
number of the eligible educators and school workers, who include teachers, 
administrative employees, cafeteria and custodial workers, and others. The goal 
is to vaccinate enough staff members for districts to begin reopening in-person 
education for their youngest students. The Springfield Schools hope to reopen 
classes for those youngsters starting February 4. The Eugene and Bethel districts 
also are working to return students to a hybrid learning model, perhaps as early 
as next month, but have not set official dates. The Junction City Schools 
announced yesterday they plan to resume a mix of in-person and remote 
instruction next week. Lane County Public Health officials say early childcare 
educators will be informed next week how they may receive their vaccines. 
Charter school educators will be notified by the district through which their school 
is chartered. / HEALTH: More than 23,000 Lane County residents have received 
at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine and public health officials say about 
one-quarter of those people now are fully immunized. Lane County Public Health 
yesterday reported 71 new infections but no new deaths. The county last reported 
a COVID-19 death more than one week ago. Still, 24 patients remain in local 
hospitals, with six of them in intensive care. But for the first time since late 
December, fewer than 300 people (298) are considered infectious and 
quarantining. Another 593 are under monitoring after being exposed to someone 
who later tested positive for the virus. Across the state yesterday, the Oregon 
Health Authority reported 750 new cases and six more deaths. That puts 
Oregon’s pandemic death toll at 1,930. / LOW-INCOME, RELIGION: Another food 
box distribution takes place tomorrow morning outside a South Eugene church. 
But supplies are limited and are available first-come, first-served. St Jude’s 
Catholic Church is offering 180 free food boxes weighing 25 pounds. They are 
being distributed as part of a charitable effort through the Archdiocese of Portland 
with the help of local members of the Knights of Columbus. The food boxes 
include fresh fruit and vegetables, dairy products (including milk), eggs, and meat. 
The provisions are being provided through a partnership with the USDA “Farmers 



to Families” Program and the locally based Pacific Coast Fruit Company. No 
voucher is needed. The distribution begins are 10:30 on Saturday morning in the 
parking lot of St Jude’s Catholic Church at 4330 Willamette Street in Eugene and 
continues until 12:30 p.m. or when the boxes all are handed out. Organizers say 
they will continue the food box distributions every Saturday, starting at 10:30 a.m., 
between now and the end of March. Call the St. Jude’s Catholic Church office at 
541-344-1191 for more information. / COMMUNITY, EDUCATION, 
GOVERNMENT: Support the Springfield Public Library and Springfield History 
Museum this week as the annual "Books and Brew" fundraiser goes virtual. Go to 
https://splforegon.org/home/news-events/booksandbrew/ for details, brought to 
you by Friends of the Springfield Public Library. Make a donation. Purchase a 
raffle ticket for your chance at a $500 Jerry's gift card and other prizes. Register 
for tomorrow’s (1/29) Trivia Night, hosted by Clyde with Quality Trivia. / 
BUSINESS, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: As the pandemic continues, the City of 
Eugene continues to partner with Business Oregon, to offer free Personal 
Protective Equipment or “PPE” supplies to local small businesses and non-profits 
with 100 or fewer employees. The PPE inventory includes thousands of boxes of 
large and medium gloves, disposable masks, and antiseptic wipes. As long 
as supplies last, each eligible local small business or non-profit may pick up a 
two-month supply on a first-come, first-served basis. Your business or non-profit 
must be located in Eugene, headquartered in Oregon, and have a state business 
registry number. The City of Eugene is accepting applications online and 
anticipates continuing the free PPE distribution through March. Supplies are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis. Once your business or organization’s 
application is verified, you’ll be contacted to make arrangements for someone 
from the small business or non-profit to pick up the PPE supplies in person. 
Visit eugene-or.gov/FreeBizPPE to for more information and the application link. ; 
A message from Washington state officials to residents of neighboring states, 
including Oregon: Washington’s upcoming COVID-19 mass vaccination clinics 
are limited only to people who live or work in Washington state. Health officials 
are concerned those who live or work in Oregon or Idaho might try to get in line. 
They say if they do, they will not be able to give you an appointment or vaccinate 
you. People attending the clinics must show proof of their Washington state 
address. Only original ID documents, not copies, are being accepted. / HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT, EMPLOYMENT, LOW-INCOME: The Biden Administration 
announced yesterday that it will open a special enrollment period from Feb. 15 
through May 15 on Healthcare.gov If you are looking for health coverage, 
especially if you or someone in your household lost work because of the 
pandemic, this special enrollment period will allow you to shop for health 
coverage through the federal online portal. You’ll also be able to learn whether 
you qualify for subsidies that can significantly cut your monthly premiums. Before 
the pandemic, 94 percent of all Oregonians had health coverage. But state 
officials say hundreds of thousands of Oregonians have either lost their jobs or 
experienced a loss in income over the past ten months. If you’re one of them, you 
likely qualify for financial help when purchasing health insurance. Insurance 
agents and community partner organizations throughout the state are available to 
help you apply for financial assistance and choose private plans. You also may 
browse plans and review your savings eligibility online at 
OregonHealthCare.gov/WindowShop If you do not get health insurance through 



your job or a program such as the Oregon Health Plan or Medicare, you may 
qualify for help paying for 2021 coverage at OregonHealthCare.gov Even if you 
are temporarily uninsured, you may sign up for help between Feb. 15 and May 15 
to get health insurance coverage for this year. Because health insurance 
premiums are based on your income, do not assume you make too much to be 
eligible. Individuals making $51,040 or less per year, and families of four making 
$104,800 or less, may receive help paying for coverage. In 2020, more than 
seven in 10 Oregonians who chose plans through HealthCare.gov received 
financial help for monthly premiums and out-of-pocket costs. These savings 
lowered the average premium to just $145 per month. To apply, go to 
OregonHealthCare.gov between Feb. 15 and May 15 and answer a few Oregon-
specific questions to get to the right application. You can also search the “get 
help” directory on OregonHealthCare.gov to find an insurance agent or 
community partner organization to help you complete the application and enroll. 
Insurance agents and community partners provide local, one-on-one assistance 
at no charge to the client. This help is available virtually over the phone, and in 
person following safety protocols. / COMMUNITY, HEALTH: This year’s Florence 
Rhododendron Festival is back after being canceled last year because of the 
pandemic. But parts of it will look very different to reduce the risk of infections. For 
starters, the 114th Rhododendron Festival will not hold its annual coronation 
event for its queen and king and court. Organizers say there was simply no way 
to safely conduct the ceremony or other ceremonial duties and protect the young 
people who participate. Members of the court traditionally sell commemorative 
pins to raise awareness of the event and raise funds for scholarships. The 
Florence Area Chamber of Commerce says the rest of the Rhododendron 
Festival will take place the third weekend in May—May 12 through May 16. This 
year’s theme is “Rhody Wonderland.” Organizers say they’ve finalized their 
contract with the Davis Shows Family Carnival and put health and distancing 
precautions in place. The same applies to the annual rhododendron show, 
parades, car cruises, and vendor fair, which also are being modified to meet 
health and safety guidelines. Last year’s Rhody Fest was cancelled for the first 
time since World War II. But it did feature a virtual parade coordinated by the 
Chamber and the City of Florence with short videos submitted by the public and 
edited for use on social media. Local rhododendron expert, and Chamber 
ambassador Mike Bones, took it upon himself last year to roll a wheelbarrow 
packed with rhododendrons along the traditional parade route in lieu of the official 
Sunday grand floral parade. As an annual event, the Rhododendron Festival 
provides the single largest economic impact to Florence’s tourist-driven economy 
and serves as the kick-off for the summer tourism season. Chamber officials say 
close to 1,900 people in the Florence area rely on tourism-based employment, 
and that tourism pumps about $147 million into the Florence community each 
year. The Florence Rhododendron Festival is Oregon’s second-oldest floral 
festival, bested by a year only by the Portland Rose Festival. In a normal year, it 
sees thousands of visitors from around the state and across the country. Learn 
about applications for exhibitor space, parade entries, and volunteer opportunities 
by emailing events@FlorenceChamber.com or calling 541-997-3128. ; One of 
Oregon’s most popular coastal attractions reopens tomorrow after being closed 
since mid-December amid pandemic restrictions. The Oregon Coast Aquarium is 
reopening daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with a number of health and safety 



precautions in place. You may purchase tickets online or at the admissions 
window, but cash transactions are not currently being accepted. You no longer 
need to reserve a specific entry time. But face coverings are required, as well as 
physical distancing. Pets are not allowed—only certified service animals, seeing-
eye dogs, and hearing-ear dogs. To help keep visitors separated, the aquarium 
staff has created one-way routes through the indoor exhibits. All indoor and 
outdoor presentations from aquarium staff about animal feeding habits are 
suspended for now. The Octopus Cave, Touch pool, Kids’ Play Area, and Café 
are closed but all other exhibits are open to visitors. Learn more at 
https://aquarium.org/ / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, TRANSPORTATION: Another 
step in the gradual recovery from the Holiday Farm Fire: Lane Transit District’s 
Route 91 bus along the McKenzie Highway resumed limited service on Sunday. 
Yesterday, LTD officials announced that have added two temporary bus stops—
one on each side of Highway 126—at the east end of Blue River Drive. Lane 
Transit already has permanent bus stops on the highway at the west end of Blue 
River Drive. But because of safety issues, Route 91 still is unable to serve Blue 
River Drive or McKenzie River Drive. And for safety, bus operators are only able 
to pick up and drop off passengers at designated bus stops along the highway. 
You’ll need to plan ahead to walk safely to and from those stops along Highway 
126. LTD worked with state and local officials, as well as community members, to 
restart service and settle on the best places to locate bus stops along the way. 
Some things are different, at least for the first few months. You’ll want to check 
the Lane Transit District schedule at the agency’s website for details on when 
buses depart from LTD’s Eugene Station and leave McKenzie River Ranger 
Station. But while Lane Transit resumes charging bus fares across its system on 
Monday, fares will not resume on Route 91 until April 1. Route 91 passengers will 
need to pay fares to transfer from Route 91 to other LTD bus routes. Contact LTD 
Customer Service at 541-682-5555 or visit LTD.org to learn more. ; Work 
continues up the McKenzie River to remove thousands of trees that were badly 
damaged by the Holiday Farm Fire. Drivers on Highway 126: A reminder that as 
tree crews continue to map, mark and cut hazardous trees along roadways and 
near future debris removal sites. Next week’s work will take place for several 
miles on either side of the community of Blue River. Watch for flaggers and 
equipment. Be prepared for delays. Crews have already removed thousands of 
fire-damaged trees. Thousand smore need to be taken out to prevent them from 
falling on roadways, buildings, and people. The felled trees and other woody 
debris are being hauled and stacked at various locations. Some hazard trees can 
be salvaged for their lumber. Others are too damaged and are being chipped or 
placed on hillsides to help reduce erosion. Some will be placed this summer in the 
McKenzie River and its side streams to repair and restore fish habitat. / LOW-
INCOME, FINANCES: If you’re one of Oregon’s lower-income earners and are 
not required to file a tax return, you might want to reconsider. State officials 
remind say you might qualify for thousands of dollars in refunds through the 
Earned Income Tax Credit. The Earned Income Tax Credit is a federal and state 
tax credit for people making up to $56,844 per year. Too many Oregonians miss 
out because they simply don’t know about it. But it can give families up to $6,660 
back when they file their taxes. You might qualify is you are filing with a status 
other than married filing separately; you, your spouse, and any qualifying child 
have Social Security numbers; and your earned income in 2020 is below certain 



limits based on your number of qualifying dependents. For more information on 
the EITC, visit https://www.eitc.irs.gov/ For questions about Oregon taxes, call the 
Oregon Department of Revenue at 503-378-4988. Today is Earned Income Tax 
Credit Awareness Day, a nationwide effort to increase awareness about the credit 
and to promote free tax preparation sites. For example, the organization CASH 
Oregon provides free or low-cost, in-person tax preparation services throughout 
Oregon. To see its locations, visit www.cashoregon.org You also may dial 2-1-1 
to find free tax return preparation sites in your area. / YOUTH, SAFETY, 
GOVERNMENT: Oregon ended last year with the fewest children in foster care in 
15 years—down 11 percent from 2019. That’s according to state officials who say 
that despite the challenges of the pandemic and September wildfires, the Oregon 
Department of Human Services’ Child Welfare Division was able to return all 
children placed at out-of-state residential treatment facilities to Oregon and 
decreased the use of temporary lodging by two-thirds. Child welfare officials say it 
came after big efforts to help families stay together by responding more quickly to 
abuse reports in order to intervene sooner. The state also finalized large numbers 
of adoptions and guardianships. Efforts increased to find relatives who could 
foster a child and state welfare experts worked with community partners, including 
those in Spanish-language households, and with Oregon’s Tribal Nations to keep 
children in culturally appropriate settings. Still, there were 6,118 children in foster 
care on January 1. And while that represented the lowest number in a decade-
and-a-half, it’s another reminder that the need for foster families remains high. / 
POLICING, CRIME, IMMIGRATION: One man was arrested, and police deployed 
one 40-mm less-than-lethal round after a group gathered outside the Portland 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement building on Wednesday night. Police said 
the large group began gathering outside the ICE building, with some members 
eventually blocked traffic. Someone set a dumpster on fire, which members of the 
crowd pushed in front of the building. Police say members of the crowd began 
firing rock-like projectiles at federal officers. A 20-year-old man was arrested on 
charges of riot, second-degree disorderly conduct and attempted assault on a 
public safety officer. / POLITICS: Former President Donald Trump might face a 
second impeachment trial for inciting insurrection on January 6 at the U.S. 
Capitol. But across the U.S., a number of state and county Republican Party 
committees have rushed to Trump’s defense — including in Oregon. The Oregon 
Republican Party last week released a resolution passed by its executive 
committee that in part falsely alleged the Capitol attack was a “false flag” 
designed to embarrass Trump supporters. On Wednesday, Republican caucus 
members in the Oregon House of Representatives distanced themselves from the 
“false flag” claim in a statement and tried to shift attention to economic issues. 
The statement, signed by 23 GOP representatives, noted, quote, “The election is 
over. It is time to govern.” That and political clashes in other state highlighting the 
former president’s firm control of the GOP machinery. In many swing states and 
GOP bastions, state and local Republican committees are stocked with Trump 
supporters who remain loyal. The former president’s critics have been pushed out 
or marginalized. Political analysts say it is the result of a years-long takeover of 
an institution with which Trump was only loosely affiliated with before taking 
office. The effect amounts to a firewall protecting him and his far-right, nationalist 
politics from Republicans who argue the party needs a new direction if it wants to 
win elections. Trump’s hold on the party structure isn’t likely to ease soon. In 



many cases, supporters are elected to posts with multi-year terms and positioned 
to keep rising. / HEALTH: The Biden Administration won’t need any new 
coronavirus vaccines approved by the FDA to fulfill its plan to purchase 200 
million additional doses by the summer. White House press secretary Jen Psaki 
says while it’s a “positive step” for additional vaccines to receive FDA approval, 
the Biden Administration will rely solely on Moderna and Pfizer for its new 
purchases. Johnson & Johnson announced this morning that its single-dose 
coronavirus vaccine was effective, though at a lower rate than the Moderna and 
Pfizer vaccines. The company is seeking emergency-use authorization from the 
FDA. Psaki says the Biden administration would “rely on our health and medical 
experts to advise” on additional vaccines. ; Dr. Anthony Fauci says the 
emergence and increasing spread of coronavirus mutations means that vaccine 
makers must be ready to make new shots to stay ahead of the public health 
crisis. The government’s top infectious disease expert spoke today during a White 
House coronavirus briefing. “This is a wake-up call to all of us,” says Fauci, noting 
government scientists will be working to keep pace with virus mutations. The 
nature of viruses is to change in ways that promote their spread, Fauci says. The 
evolution of mutant versions means scientists need to be “nimble” and ready to 
make tweaks to vaccines. So far, the mutants haven’t overwhelmed the protective 
power of vaccines. Fauci says it’s important to vaccinate as many people as 
quickly as possible to keep new mutations from developing. ; Johnson & Johnson 
says its vaccine appears to protect against COVID-19 with just one shot. It’s not 
as strong as some two-shot rivals but still potentially helpful for a world in dire 
need of more doses. Results show the single-shot vaccine was 66 percent 
effective overall at preventing moderate to severe illness, and much more 
protective against the most serious symptoms. The vaccine worked better in the 
U.S. compared to South Africa, where it was up against a tougher, mutated virus. 
The company says it will file an application for emergency use soon in the U.S., 
and then abroad. It expects to have some ready to ship as soon as authorities 
give the green light and supply 100 million doses to the U.S. by June. /  
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CRIME, MENTAL HEALTH, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, COMMUNITY, SOCIAL 
SERVICES: Oregon this morning becomes the first state in the nation to 
decriminalize possession small amounts of heroin, methamphetamine, LSD, 
oxycodone and other hard drugs. It comes after voters in November approved 
Ballot Measure 110, which completely changes how Oregon’s justice system 
treats those who are found with “personal use” amounts of the hard drugs. 
Instead of going to trial and facing possible jail time, a person will have the option 
of paying a $100 fine or attending new “addiction recovery centers” funded by 
millions of dollars of tax revenue from Oregon’s legalized, regulated marijuana 
industry. The health assessments may include a “substance use disorder 
screening” by a certified alcohol and drug counselor and will have to be 
completed within 45 days of the violation. People who manufacture or distribute 
illegal drugs would still be subject to criminal penalties. While the 
decriminalization of possession of smaller amounts of drugs takes effect today, 
the addiction recovery centers do not have to be open until Oct. 1. But Oregon 
lawmakers, who began their regular session late last month, have not yet finalized 
funding for the programs, as state officials work to inventory and analyze existing 
treatment services and determine how thy will be funded or modified as the new 
centers take shape. The new law calls for a temporary telephone addiction 
recovery center to operate until the recovery centers open. Supporters of the 
effort say making criminals out of drug users — locking them up and burdening 
them with criminal records that made it difficult to find housing and jobs — does 
not work. Backers say the new law will lead to significant reductions in racial and 
ethnic disparities in both convictions and arrests. The ballot measure was 
opposed by about two dozen of Oregon’s district attorneys, who said the changes 
were reckless and would lead to an increase in the acceptability of dangerous 
drugs. But two other district attorneys, including the one in Portland’s Multnomah 
County, backed the changes. The measure does not apply retroactively to past 
convictions, but there might be efforts during this session of the Legislature to 
expunge those criminal records. In 1973, Oregon became the first state to 
decriminalize marijuana possession. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: A big past couple 
of days for many Lane County educators. School districts began vaccinating 
some of their teachers and staff. The 1,700 doses arrived in Lane County on 



Wednesday and were distributed among the districts. This first batch of doses will 
only cover a small number of the eligible educators and school workers, who 
include teachers, administrative employees, cafeteria and custodial workers, and 
others. Some administered doses of COVID-19 vaccine through their school-
based clinics. Others worked with partner pharmacies or local healthcare 
providers. The goal is to vaccinate enough staff members for districts to begin 
reopening in-person education for their youngest students. The Springfield and 
Junction City Schools are among those planning to reopen classes for their 
youngest students this week. The Eugene, Bethel, and a number of other districts 
also are working to return students to a hybrid learning model, perhaps as early 
as this month, but have not set official dates. Lane County Public Health officials 
say early childcare educators will be informed later this week how they may 
receive their vaccines. Charter school educators will be notified by the district 
through which their school is chartered. / HEALTH: More than 25,000 Lane 
County residents have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. 
Lane County Public Health on Saturday reported 59 new infections but no new 
deaths. The county’s last reported a COVID-19 death was a week-and-a-half ago. 
Yesterday’s numbers will be released later today, along with the Monday morning 
case totals. Locally, hospitalizations continued to fall. But 17 patients are still 
being treated and six of those are in intensive-care units. Infection rates also 
appear to be falling, albeit slowly. On Saturday, 287 people remained infectious. 
Hundreds more are under monitoring after being exposed to someone who later 
tested positive for the virus. / MENTAL HEALTH, HEALTH, EDUCATION: As the 
coronavirus pandemic takes a mental toll on young people, more states are 
considering expanding opportunities for students to take mental health days to try 
to lessen stigma and reduce youth suicide. Lawmakers in Utah and Arizona have 
proposed bills that would add mental or behavioral health to the list of reasons 
students can be absent from class. Similar laws have passed in Oregon, Maine, 
Colorado and Virginia in the past two years. The pandemic has increased 
pressure on kids who've been isolated from their friends and classmates for 
almost a year during remote learning. The portion of children’s emergency-room 
visits related to mental health ballooned in 2020. / CRIME, MENTAL HEALTH, 
LEGAL: The sister of an Oregon man who died of asphyxiation in a Eugene police 
car after wrapping a seatbelt around his neck last month filed a $9 million 
wrongful death suit against the city and police department.  The federal civil rights 
suit alleges police failed to recognize that Michael Amador Sanchez was suffering 
from a mental health crisis, properly secure him in the patrol car, monitor his 
conduct in the rear seat or summon an ambulance to properly care for him. The 
Oregonian/OregonLive reports Eugene police declined comment on the suit. / 
TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: Planning to hop on a plane, bus, or subway? 
Better have a mask with you. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
has issued a rule that requires all passengers to wear face coverings on public 
transportation. The rule goes into effect today — and applies to those who travel 
by airplane, train, subway, bus, taxi or ride-shares. And it makes refusal to wear a 
mask a violation of federal law — enforceable by the Transportation Security 
Administration and other federal, state and local authorities. / SPORTS, HEALTH: 
In college basketball: The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team is in Boulder 
this evening for a game at Colorado. It tips off shortly after 5 p.m. and is being 
carried on the Colorado live-stream. ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team 



lost to Number 23 UCLA on Saturday, 57-52. ; The University of Oregon 
Women’s and Men's Basketball programs remains on “pause” because of COVID-
19 issues. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: A reminder 
for drivers: Work continues up the McKenzie River to remove thousands of trees 
that were badly damaged by the Holiday Farm Fire. This week’s work will take 
place for several miles on either side of the community of Blue River. Watch for 
flaggers and equipment. Be prepared for delays. Crews have already removed 
thousands of fire-damaged trees. Thousands more need to be taken out to 
prevent them from falling on roadways, buildings, and people. The felled trees 
and other woody debris are being hauled and stacked at various locations. Some 
hazard trees can be salvaged for their lumber. Others are too damaged and are 
being chipped or placed on hillsides to help reduce erosion. Some will be placed 
this summer in the McKenzie River and its side streams to repair and restore fish 
habitat. / SAFETY, RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: On Friday, Lane County 
Sheriff's Office Marine Patrol Deputies warned boaters about a fallen cottonwood 
tree in the Willamette River that is completely blocking the river. The obstruction 
is just upstream of the confluence with Big Fall Creek. Boaters are asked to avoid 
the section of the Willamette River between Pengra and Jasper. There appears to 
be NO safe passageway. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, WEATHER, GOVERNMENT: The city of Eugene has 
purchased two new snowplows-- just in time for the second half of winter. Eugene 
Public Works officials say the pair of new five-yard dump trucks with attached 
plows rolled into the Roosevelt Yard last week. They replace two older trucks 
without plows and add to a growing fleet that now includes 14 vehicles that can 
be used to plow, and or de-ice city streets and bike and pedestrian paths. Two 
years ago, during February 2018’s “Snowmageddon,” crews learned they needed 
upgraded equipment to handle up to two feet of heavy, wet snow in some areas. 
Public Works leaders say winter storms have become more frequent in recent 
years, so they have now added four more plows and expanded their winter 
maintenance weather operations. The two new snowplows, which were 
purchased for $43,000 each, will be used the rest of the year, as well. They will 
be deployed for street maintenance and other needs, as well as leaf pickup and 
leaf delivery services. / HEALTH: Oregon continues to have some of the lowest 
national rates of COVID-19 infections and deaths. There was only one new 
coronavirus death reported yesterday by state health officials. Lane County’s last 
COVID-19 related death was close to two weeks ago. Still, there were 964 new 
infections reported yesterday by the Oregon Health Authority, a number that 
covered the weekend’s cases. Lane County Public Health reported 53 new 
infections. But locally, our hospitalization and infection numbers continue slowly to 
decline. Lane County Public Health officials say 16 patients remain in hospitals, 
four of those in intensive care. The last time so few were hospitalized locally was 
in mid-November. There are 282 people considered infectious—the lowest that 
number has been since late December. Officials credit a mix of safety 
precautions—including masks and distancing—as well as the administration of 
vaccines among those in long-term care facilities, which have seen the largest 
and most severe COVID-19 outbreaks and deaths of the pandemic. More than 
26,000 Lane County residents have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 
vaccine. And more than 6,400 of those now are fully immunized. / SPORTS, 
HEALTH: In college basketball: After a second COVID-19 related “pause,” 
members of the University of Oregon Men's Basketball program plan a return to 
action Thursday when they host Washington State in Eugene. Tip-off is shortly 
after 8 p.m. The game is being carried by FS1. ; The Oregon State Men’s 



Basketball team hosts Washington on Thursday evening. The 6 p.m. contest is 
being broadcast by the Pac-12 Networks. ; The Number 12 Oregon Women’s 
Basketball team went on a COVID-related “pause” on Friday, forcing the 
postponement of two games, but anticipates returning to the hardwood on Friday 
to host Arizona State. The 8 p.m. game will be broadcast by the Pac-12 
Networks. ; The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team hosts Arizona on Friday 
in Corvallis. Tip-off is shortly after 4 p.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. / LOW-
INCOME, FAMILY, HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICES: For the tenth consecutive 
month, the Oregon Department of Human Services is issuing emergency 
supplemental allotments to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
recipients during the pandemic. The additional benefits will be issued on February 
10 and February 25. The February 25 benefits are for anyone who begins 
receiving SNAP February 10 or after. Households only receive one allotment. If 
you are a SNAP recipient, you do not have to take any action to receive these 
added benefits. They will be deposited directly onto your Oregon EBT card. This 
benefit increase applies to current Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) recipients who are receiving less than the maximum allotment. 
Additionally, in response to the pandemic, there is also a temporary increase in 
SNAP benefits of approximately 15 percent for all recipients. Households 
receiving SNAP benefits will see the additional supplement to their benefits based 
on a maximum allotment scale. For example, if there are four individuals in a 
household and that household is currently receiving $500 in benefits, the 
supplement will raise their benefits to the maximum allowed for households of 
four, which is $680 per month – or an increase of $180. Total benefits will be 
different based on each household’s regular monthly allotment for the month of 
February. Households already at the maximum allotment will not receive an 
additional benefit supplement. SNAP is a federal program administered by the 
Oregon Department of Human Services that provides food assistance to 
approximately 1 million eligible, low-income families and individuals in Oregon, 
including many older adults and people with disabilities. Oregonians in need may 
apply for benefits, including SNAP, childcare, cash assistance, and Medicaid. 
Learn more at https://govstatus.egov.com/or-dhs-benefits For local resources in 
your area, such as food or shelter, call 2-1-1 or contact the state’s Aging and 
Disability Resource Connection (ADRC) at 1-855-ORE-ADRC or 1-855-673-2372. 
/ COMMUNITY, BUSINESS: Longtime business, community, and philanthropic 
leader Jim Wildish died last week at the age of 89. He was a second-generation 
head of the Wildish Companies, which were founded by his father 85 years ago. 
Under his guidance, the firm had a leading role in many major local and regional 
construction projects. A longtime Oregon Athletics backer, Jim Wildish was a 
strong supporter of efforts to redevelop Autzen Stadium and Hayward Field. The 
Wildish Companies also worked on the expansion of Oregon State University’s 
Reser Stadium. Other major projects included the remodel of Eugene’s Airport 
and Lane Transit District’s Downtown Station. A former Eugene First Citizen, 
Wildish was a Rotarian, active with the Oregon Trail Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America, and contributed to the UO’s scholarship funds. His family helped open 
the Wildish Community Center in Springfield and he donated to the Oregon Bach 
Festival and Eugene Symphony. Jim Wildish is survived by his wife, Yvonne; two 
sons; three grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. / SAFETY: Quick notes: 
A man missing from his home west of Pleasant Hill was located safe in the 



Florence area yesterday. Officials thank everyone who shared tips that led to 
locating 65-year-old Hammond West, who was reported missing on Sunday by 
his caregiver. ; Lane County Sheriff’s officials say they located the body of 
another missing man, 80-year-old James Otterlee, in his vehicle a short distance 
from his home. It appears the SUV went off the road and struck a tree. Otterlee 
had been reported missing on Sunday. Officials thank everyone who kept an eye 
out for him and helped bring his family closure. /  CRIME: Eugene Police say they 
arrested a man early yesterday morning and charged him with burglary of a 
convenience store. Investigators say the suspect, identified as 40-year-old Shawn 
Cary Gentry of Eugene, is accused of breaking into the Buy2 store on West Sixth 
Avenue. Officers say they located him inside the business’ restroom drinking an 
alcoholic beverage from the store’s supply. / SAFETY: Eugene Police say a 
father’s quick action likely saved his son’s life when the three-year-old child 
darted into a nighttime roadway to explore a large rain puddle. It happened late 
Saturday night in the 1300 block of Coburg Road. Officers say the boy 
unknowingly ran into the path of an oncoming Toyota Corolla, whose driver 
braked to swerve and try to avoid the child. At the same time, police say the boys’ 
48-year-old father sprang into action, running to protect his son, and pushing the 
child out of the way and onto the sidewalk. The boy received only minor scratches 
and abrasions from his father’s life-saving push. The father was struck by the 
slowed vehicle, rolled partially up the hood of the sedan, then back onto the 
pavement, where he struck his head. The father was conscious but was 
transported to the hospital for evaluation due to the impact. / HEALTH: The 
deadliest month of the coronavirus outbreak in the U.S. has drawn to a close with 
certain signs of progress: COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations are plummeting, 
while vaccinations are picking up speed. The question is whether the nation can 
stay ahead of the fast-spreading mutations of the virus. The U.S. death toll has 
climbed past 440,000, with over 95,000 lives lost in January alone. Deaths are 
running at about 3,150 per day on average, down slightly, by about 200, from 
their peak in mid-January. ; The head of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says new COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations are down in recent 
weeks, but three mutations that are causing concern have been detected in the 
U.S. Dr. Rochelle Walensky said Monday that most of the U.S. cases of 
coronavirus variants involve the strain first detected in the United Kingdom. But 
three cases involving a worrisome mutation first detected in South Africa have 
also been confirmed, as well as one case involving a strain first detected in Brazil. 
The UK strain spreads more easily and is believed to be deadlier. Vaccines may 
not be as protective against the South Africa strain. / HEALTH, ELDERS: 
Nationwide, only slightly more than one-third of nursing home workers have been 
getting shots against COVID-19 when the vaccinations are first offered. That's 
according to a new Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report Monday. 
It's a national accounting of a problem that’s been noted anecdotally — many 
nursing home workers are not getting vaccinated. The CDC looked at more than 
11,000 nursing homes and skilled nursing facilities that had at least one 
vaccination clinic between the middle of December and the middle of January. A 
CDC expert says more staffers do get vaccinated when a second or third clinic is 
held at a nursing home. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: The coronavirus pandemic has 
cut instruction time in the nation's schools by as much as half, and many middle 
school and high school teachers have given up on covering all the material 



normally included in their classes. Instead, they are cutting lessons. English 
teachers are deciding which books to skip. History teachers are condensing units. 
Science teachers are often doing without experiments entirely. Certain topics 
must be taught because they will appear on important exams. But teachers are 
largely on their own to make difficult choices — what to prioritize and what to 
sacrifice to the pandemic. /  
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HEALTH: Waiting to learn when you may receive your COVID-19 vaccine? 
Starting the Week of Feb. 8, Oregon residents age 80 and older become eligible 
to receive vaccinations. Each week after that, the "waves" of eligibility expand-- 
first to those age 75 and older, then those 70 and older, then 65 and older. 
Wondering when you will be eligible for your vaccine and from whom you will 
receive it? Here’s what we know as of Tues., Feb. 2: Between now and Thursday 
morning, Lane County Public Health is rolling out an online and phone registration 
portal that will create a centralized database for those wanting to be vaccinated. It 
will be announced through the county’s COVID-19 newsletter, online, through 
local media, and via social media. If you have not yet signed up to receive the 
county's COVID-19 newsletter, go to Lane County Public Health's COVID-19 
vaccine page at https://www.lanecounty.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=17261881 
and scroll down to click on the email icon with the "Click Here to Sign Up" 
heading. Once the county has its registration portal up and running, officials will 
email a newsletter that contains both the online registration link and a phone 
registration number for those who do not have internet or prefer to register by 
phone. If you register online and provide your email address, you will be 
contacted by email when it is your turn. If you register by phone, you will be 
contacted by phone. Register either online or by phone—you do not need to do 
both. If you register online, you first will need to read some basic information 
about the vaccination process, then enter your contact and eligibility information. 
Answer the questions honestly. When you click to submit your information, you 
will see a confirmation message. Lane County Public Health will send you a 
confirmation by email. When you receive the email, you won’t need to call to 
confirm your registration. Organizers want to prevent duplicate registration. Once 
you have registered, you will receive a weekly email that contains updates on 
which groups currently are being vaccinated. When it’s your turn to be vaccinated, 
you will receive information from the organization that will provide your 
vaccination—it might be a pharmacy, healthcare provider, or other healthcare 
partner working with Lane County Public Health. You can share the link to the 
registration portal with others, but don’t register multiple times; it will not speed up 
your vaccination enrollment. The process for those who register by phone is 
similar, but instead of an email you will receive a phone call when you are eligible. 



Your registration information will be used only for your vaccination. Lane County 
Public Health and its vaccination partners—including pharmacies, local 
healthcare providers, hospital groups, and those involved in future mass-
vaccination efforts—are HIPPA-compliant and will not share your information with 
any group or organization that is not HIPPA-compliant. The goal is to quickly and 
efficiently contact you when you are eligible. Vaccinations will begin once the 
county receives doses earmarked for eligible groups. The eligibility requirements 
for the next groups are based entirely on age, not on preexisting conditions. 
Starting Mon., Feb. 8, those age 80 and older become eligible. Those age 75 and 
older become eligible the Week of Feb. 15. Those age 70 and older become 
eligible the Week of Feb. 22. Those age 65 and older become eligible the Week 
of Mar. 1. Again, Lane County Public Health expects to open the registration link 
and registration phone by Thursday morning (Feb. 4). / HEALTH, BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENT: Most were already doing it, but the Oregon Health Authority has 
made it official: The agency now requires that all health benefit plans in the state 
cover costs of COVID-19 vaccinations. That includes the costs of all doses of the 
vaccine, related supplies, and the expenses of administering the doses—such as 
those related to staff time. The requirement is aimed at private insurers doing 
business in-state. The Oregon Health Plan and Medicare programs already had 
guidelines in place that ensured patients were not charged for the cost of 
vaccination. If you have private insurance, you might see paperwork when your 
provider charges your insurer for a vaccination visit, but you should not be billed. / 
HEALTH: More than 27,000 Lane County residents have received at least their 
first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. And close to 6,800 of those now are fully 
immunized. After going almost two weeks without a reported coronavirus death, 
Lane County Public Health yesterday reported that another local resident has 
died. That puts the pandemic’s toll at 114. But other key numbers continue to 
ease: There were only 27 new cases reported yesterday. Sixteen patients are 
hospitalized, four in intensive case. County health officials say 232 people remain 
infectious—it’s been close to three months since we saw numbers that low. 
Another 551 are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who 
later tested positive for the virus. Public health officials say this is good news: as 
the overall numbers continue to decline, they hope this will lead to a reduction in 
Lane County’s COVID-19 risk levels as defined by the state and fewer restrictions 
on businesses. Lane County Public Health spokesman Jason Davis says wearing 
masks, distancing, and limiting social events are making a difference and that 
health experts thank you for the efforts you’ve made so far. The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 619 new cases of COVID-19 statewide and 23 new 
deaths. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: As the youngest students in the Springfield 
Public Schools prepare to return to in-person learning starting tomorrow, school 
nurses have been visiting families to offer home health screenings and provide 
checklists for a safe return to the classroom. The nurses say it is not always easy 
for families to determine whether their youngsters are too sick to go to school. 
They say the daily health screenings that parents and caregivers provide at home 
can help them decide what to do. Classes and hybrid learning resume this week 
for Kindergarten through First Graders, with Second and Third Graders returning 
next week. Springfield Schools will have smaller class sizes with physical 
distancing in place. Masks will be required. Buildings have upgraded air filtration 
systems. / LOW-INCOME, BUSINESS, EDUCATION, HEALTH: Good news for 



lower-income families who rely on internet access for work and school. Officials 
with Comcast said yesterday that they will double speeds on their Internet 
Essentials service on March 1. The Internet Essential program is available for $10 
per month for qualifying households—those whose youngsters are enrolled in 
school lunch programs or whose members qualify for Medicaid, housing, and 
other forms of public assistance. Comcast says customers do not need to reboot 
their modems; the speed increase will occur automatically on March 1. The 
upgrade should make it easier for students to interact during on-line classes and 
for adults to take part in video meetings and other higher-bandwidth activity. / 
HEALTH, SPORTS: After a second COVID-19 related “pause,” members of the 
University of Oregon Men's Basketball program plan a return to action tonight 
when they host Washington State in Eugene. Tip-off is shortly after 8 p.m. The 
game is being carried by FS1. ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team hosts 
Washington this evening. The 6 p.m. contest is being broadcast by the Pac-12 
Networks. ; The Number 12 Oregon Women’s Basketball team has postponed 
Friday’s game with Arizona State because of COVID-related issues. ; The Oregon 
State Women’s Basketball team hosts Arizona on Friday in Corvallis. Tip-off is 
shortly after 4 p.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. / HEALTH, CRIME, GOVERNMENT: 
Forty-two inmates in Oregon’s correctional facilities have died from COVID-19 
and close to 3,400 have been sickened in the state’s prisons and other lockups. 
Now, a federal judge has ordered the state to prioritize inmates for coronavirus 
vaccinations. The decision by the U.S. magistrate came after seven inmates filed 
suits seeking protection from the spread of the virus and to be added to Phase 
1A, Group 2 on Oregon’s vaccination priority list. That puts them in the same 
category as people in long-term care and other large-group housing settings. 
What is unknown is whether the magistrate’s ruling will move inmates ahead of 
educators or the state’s older adults, who are in Phase 2. ; The Josephine County 
Sheriff’s Office says 30 people have been infected with COVID-19 in its jail in 
southern Oregon. The sheriff's office said Tuesday the outbreak at the jail in 
Grants Pass was discovered last week after some inmates reported flu-like 
symptoms and that staff are working to keep infected inmates separate from the 
rest of the jail population. / SAFETY: Authorities say two people, a cat and dog 
were found dead inside a fifth wheel travel trailer east of Salem after suspected 
carbon monoxide poisoning. The Marion County Sheriff's Office said someone 
called authorities on Monday saying they went to check on a father and teen 
daughter living in the fifth wheel and found them unresponsive and not breathing. 
Detectives believe a propane heater was being used inside the trailer and 
poisoned the occupants with carbon monoxide. The sheriff's office identified those 
who died as 50-year-old Richard Yaple of Salem and 17-year-old Hannah Yaple 
of Keizer. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, HEALTH: As the recovery continues from 
last year’s devastating wildfires, the State of Oregon is offering free domestic 
well-testing to property owners and well users whose source of drinking water 
might have been tainted by contaminants from the blazes. The tests will look for 
presence of things like bacteria, nitrates, arsenic, lead, and a range of chemicals 
that are hazardous byproducts of fire. The Oregon Health Authority is leading the 
effort using funds set aside by state lawmakers. The money will help pay for 
testing for the estimated 2,000 households that rely on wells for drinking water 
and were affected by the wildfires. If you are a well user, go to 
healthoregon.org/wells to learn more. You will find information about how to 



assess damage and take actions to protect your well. And you’ll learn how to test 
your well water to confirm it is safe to drink. There also are tips on hiring licensed 
professionals should you need to repair and replace damaged well components, 
re-pressurize and refill the well, flush water lines, and treat the well for microbial 
contaminants. The vouchers are available to well owners through May 15 and are 
being offered on a first-come, first-served basis. Well owners can select from a list 
of approved environmental laboratories in Oregon that are accepting the vouchers 
for testing services. Again, applications can be found at healthoregon.org/wells / 
ENVIRONMENT, POLITICS: Eight Democratic U.S. lawmakers are calling for an 
investigation into “potential scientific meddling” by the Trump administration in its 
rule to remove critical habitat protections for the imperiled northern spotted owl in 
the Pacific Northwest. The group said in a letter Tuesday that former Interior 
Secretary David Bernhardt “appeared to unilaterally act” on his way out of office 
to remove millions of acres of protected habitat designated for the owl. The 
lawmakers are seeking a review from the Interior Department inspector general. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is overseen by the Interior Department and 
didn’t immediately respond to an email seeking comment on the letter. / SAFETY, 
ENVIRONMENT: In the Coast Range east of Lincoln City, Search & rescue teams 
have looked for days but been unable to locate a missing camper in the area near 
Drift Creek Falls. There has been snow and rain in the area since Adrian Alonso 
Smith was reported missing. A friend had dropped him at the trailhead on January 
19. A member of the public reported having seen a man matching Smith’s 
description a few days later, shirtless in cold weather. Officials say that is often a 
sign of hypothermia and temperature disorientation. Search crews located his 
camp and supplies on January 30 and said they appeared unused. After using 
other tools, including drones, K9s, and forensic cellphone analysis over an eight-
square-mile area, they have turned up no other signs of Smith and been forced to 
suspend the search due to weather. The Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office will 
resume the search when conditions improve. Anyone with information is still 
encouraged to contact Senior Deputy Bruce McGuire at (541) 270-3400 or the 
Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office at (541) 265-0777. /  
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HEALTH: Lane County Public Health’s COVID-19 vaccine pre-registration portal 
went live overnight. Go to www.lanecounty.org and click the yellow bar at the top 
of the page, which takes you to the Public Health webpage. Then scroll down to 
the Vaccine Registration graphic and click on it. If you register online and provide 
your email address, you will be contacted by email when it is your turn. For those 
without an internet connection or who prefer to register by phone, a registration 
phone number is expected to go live later this morning. The process for those 
who register by phone is similar, but instead of an email you will receive a phone 
call when you are eligible. You may register either online or by phone—you do not 
need to do both. If you register online, you will provide some basic information 
including your name, age, address, and contact information. When you click to 
submit your information, you will see a confirmation message. Lane County Public 
Health will send you a confirmation by email. When you receive the email, you 
won’t need to call to confirm your registration. Organizers want to prevent 
duplicate registration. Once you have registered, you will receive a weekly email 
that contains updates on which groups currently are being vaccinated. When it’s 
your turn to be vaccinated, you will receive information from the organization that 
will provide your vaccination—it might be a pharmacy, healthcare provider, or 
other healthcare partner working with Lane County Public Health. ; Close to 
28,000 Lane County residents in Phase 1A and the educator group in Phase 1B 
have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. And close to 7,600 of 
those people now are fully immunized. But Lane County Public Health yesterday 
reported 117 new cases of COVID-19. Reported hospitalizations increased 
yesterday, to 22, with four local patients in intensive care. Our local pandemic 
death toll stands at 114. County health officials say 301 people remain 
infectious—it’s been close to three months since we saw numbers that low. 
Another 524 are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who 
later tested positive for the virus. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 649 new cases of COVID-19 statewide and 10 new deaths. The state 
has seen a combined 144,000 coronavirus infections since the start of the 
pandemic and 1,991 deaths. State officials said yesterday that after some modest 
improvements in mid-January, there was an increase in daily cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths last week. COVID-19 infections across Oregon were 



up 16 percent. Hospitalizations were up 14 percent—an average 36 additional 
patients per day. COVID-19 related deaths increased as well for the total week, 
but only slightly—from 74 to 76. People between the ages of 20 to 49 have 
accounted for slightly more than half of all COVID-19 cases. But Oregonians age 
70 and older have accounted for three out of every four deaths. Many have been 
among residents in long-term care and other congregate care facilities. Last 
week’s Oregon Health Authority report showed 139 active COVID-19 outbreaks in 
senior living communities and congregate living settings—including nine active 
outbreaks in Lane County. To qualify as an outbreak, there are at least three or 
more confirmed cases and one or more COVID-19 related deaths. Outbreaks are 
considered ended 28 days after the last onset of symptoms among patients. / 
SPORTS, HEALTH: In college sports: After a second COVID-19 related “pause,” 
members of the University of Oregon Men's Basketball program plan a return to 
action tonight when they host Washington State in Eugene. Tip-off is shortly after 
8 p.m. The game is being carried by FS1. ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball 
team hosts Washington this evening. The 6 p.m. contest is being broadcast by 
the Pac-12 Networks. ; The Number 12 Oregon Women’s Basketball team has 
postponed Friday’s game with Arizona State because of COVID-related issues 
but has returned to practice and scheduled a Saturday contest against U.C. Davis 
in Eugene. Tip-off is at 6 p.m. The game is being live-streamed. ; The Oregon 
State Women’s Basketball team hosts Arizona on Friday in Corvallis. Tip-off is 
shortly after 4 p.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. / BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, 
HEALTH: The agency that enforces the state’s workplace health and safety rules 
has fined a Springfield restaurant more than $9,000. Oregon OSHA officials say 
that since early December, operators of Along Came Trudy willfully continued to 
violate public health orders, potentially exposing workers to the coronavirus. State 
officials say it came while Lane County remained under an Extreme Risk public 
health order that prohibits all indoor dining. The total fine of $9,215 is the result of 
two violations confirmed during inspection launched in response to multiple 
complaints. Oregon OSHA officials say the inspection was completed and the 
citation issued despite attempts to thwart the process. They say that included 
armed people standing outside the business who threatened regulatory agencies 
and their staff members. The largest fine, $8,900, is for allowing indoor dining 
during the Extreme Risk period. The other fine, totaling $315, is for failing to 
ensure that all customers inside the establishment who are not eating and 
drinking wear a protective mask, face covering, or face shield. During the 
inspection, owner Trudy Logan said she asks customers to wear face coverings 
but does not enforce the requirement if they refuse to do so. Employers have 30 
days to appeal citations. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: For a second year, Oregon 
State University has canceled its spring term in-person commencement and 
instead will hold the June event virtually for graduates enrolled at its campuses in 
Corvallis and Bend. OSU officials say it comes as the number of new COVID-19 
cases continues to be far too high and they anticipate the extension of restrictions 
on the size of large events into early summer. Oregon State University leaders 
say they’re made the announcement early because this is the time when families 
of the thousands of graduates begin making their travel arrangements. The virtual 
ceremonies are scheduled for June 12 for Corvallis campus graduates and June 
13 for OSU-Cascades graduates in Bend. / EVENTS, COMMUNITY, HEALTH: 
They hoped to hold it in person on the streets and paths of town. But April’s 



Eugene Marathon will be virtual this year. Organizers made the announcement 
yesterday. Marathon staff say they worked with their partners at Lane County 
Public Health, the City of Eugene, the University of Oregon and PeaceHealth to 
try to plan a COVID-modified, in-person event. But they say there are still too 
many cases and too few vaccines. They concluded putting on a safe, in-person 
event in April simply is not possible. All 2021 registrants have been notified by 
email and will be provided a week to defer their entry for free to 2022 or to stay in 
the virtual event. Everyone who participates in the virtual race weekend will be 
able to use a race app that allows them to track their times, see results and 
announcements, and learn whether they won prizes. There will be details on the 
course for those wishing to run the official route through Eugene and Springfield. 
That will include a virtual finish-line festival and a Live-Streaming Pancake 
Breakfast. There also will be an interactive virtual health and wellness expo. 
Registrants also will receive a custom Race Kit that includes event swag and a 
“Hayward Magic” medal that celebrates their participation. And you’ll have priority 
registration for 2022—which organizers expect will be live, in-person, and very 
well attended. / EMPLOYMENT, GOVERNMENT, LEGAL, HEALTH: Fourteen 
Oregonians who say they waited weeks or months for their unemployment 
benefits are calling it a win. The Oregon Employment Department and the Oregon 
Law Center announced yesterday they have submitted a proposed settlement in a 
class action lawsuit. It should speed the payment of backlogged jobless benefits 
and resolve pending adjudication cases over the next two months. State 
employment officials say both parties want to avoid unnecessary litigation and get 
people paid the benefits they are owed. The plaintiffs claimed they lost their jobs 
during the pandemic, applied for unemployment, then waited months for benefits 
to begin without knowing what was happening. Some Oregon unemployed, who 
spoke little or no English, said the agency’s website and phone system was 
confusing and did not provide adequate support. The Oregon Employment 
Department agreed to meet federal timelines of March 1 for paying jobless 
benefits, and April 1 for adjudicating claims. The agency will increase staffing and 
training, and address long wait times for people who have had to restart their 
claims. The Employment Department also will improve phone access and access 
to benefit applications for those with limited English proficiency, and allow those 
individuals with limited English who were unable to apply for unemployment 
benefits due to language barriers to backdate their claims to the extent the law 
allows. / EDUCATION, SAFETY, HEALTH, TRANSPORTATION: As school 
districts begin a gradual return to in-person learning, a reminder to drivers: School 
children might be walking or rolling through your neighborhood. School buses are 
making frequent stops with their flashing red lights of a school bus. And 20-mile 
per hour School Zone speed limits are back in effect in a growing number of 
locations. Slow down and avoid distractions, such as cell phones, loud music, 
even some in-vehicle conversations, when you are near children, school buses, 
and school zones. That will help you react more quickly. This is especially 
important because children are going back to school while the days are still 
shorter – and darker. Keep in mind that children aren’t the best at gauging 
distance and speed or knowing when it’s safe to cross a street. They’re also kids, 
so they might dart into the street to catch a bus without checking for traffic. Also, 
take care when backing up your vehicle. If you see a school bus, remember: 
Drive with caution and prepare to stop when its overhead lights flash yellow. 



STOP when a school bus’s overhead lights are flashing red, no matter which way 
you’re traveling. Only proceed once the bus starts moving again and the red lights 
stop flashing. Parents and caregivers: If you are dropping a child off at school, 
remember to obey drop-off and pick-up rules: Park, load and stop only in 
designated areas. And plan ahead: Use alternate routes, if possible, and give 
yourself extra time if you plan to drive near a school when students are being 
picked up or dropped off. / HOUSING, HOMELESSNESS, MENTAL HEALTH: It 
has two goals: Reduce chronic homelessness and treat those struggling with 
mental health issues. Homes for Good, Lane County’s housing agency, today 
holds a virtual grand opening for “The Commons on MLK.” The 51-unit supportive 
housing facility is located off Eugene’s Martin Luther King, Jr., Boulevard and 
adjacent to Lane County Behavioral Health. Supporters say that makes it easier 
to provide mental health services, including case management, health care and 
substance abuse treatment, as well as access to educational and employment 
services. Coordinators hope this will help some chronically homeless people turn 
their lives around and help get them off the streets. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, 
HOUSING, GOVERNMENT: Five months after the devastating Labor Day 
wildfires, thousands of Oregonians continue to live in temporary housing and 
shelters—especially renters who don’t have the option to rebuild. State leaders 
have set aside $65 million dollars to provide more stable shelter. This month, 
through an effort dubbed Project Turnkey, they are purchasing a number of 
motels and converting them to transitional or permanent supportive housing units. 
Advocates say available units can also provide safe places for quarantine as the 
pandemic continues. One of the first Project Turnkey properties is opening in 
Southern Oregon, where a massive blaze leveled thousands of homes, 
apartments, and mobile homes in the communities of Phoenix and Talent. / 
WILDFIRE RECOVERY, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: Officials with the 
Oregon Department of Transportation and contractors removing hazard trees up 
the McKenzie Valley have a message for those of you working to rebuild after the 
Holiday Farm Fire: They have heard your concerns and will do better. It comes 
after two property owners complained that too many trees were being marked 
with blue dots and bar codes—meaning they were slated for removal to create a 
safe travel corridor along Highway 126. They worried crews were going too deep 
into the damaged timber, and that crews had marked some trees that were not 
that badly damaged and were likely to survive. Transportation and tree-removal 
teams visited the sites and said, “You know what, you’re right.” So now they are 
reevaluating locations along the fire-scarred landscape and say if it is determined 
that a tree can remain, those blue dots will be painted over, and the bar code 
affixed to the tree trunk will be removed. Having said that, officials say that some 
areas in the burn zone—especially on the eastern end of the wildfire area—are 
badly damaged. They don’t want those trees falling on cars or people. Already, 
crews have cut down thousands of damaged trees along the McKenzie Highway 
and say they will need to remove tens of thousands more. Many are being 
chipped on-site for erosion control. Some are being salvaged for lumber. Others 
will be placed on hillsides and in the river and nearby streams for erosion control 
and to restore fish habitat. For those property owners concerned about tree 
marking and removal decisions, the state has a hotline for property owners and 
residents at 503-934-1700. You may also go to Wildfire.oregon.gov/cleanup Crew 
leaders say the tree removal project up the McKenzie might last most of the year 



and include delays of 20 minutes or more in some locations. If you don’t want to 
sit and wait in a line of traffic—perhaps multiple times—they suggest using 
Highway 58 this year to travel over the Cascades. / SAFETY: A 20-year-old 
Junction City man died Tuesday night after being struck by another vehicle as he 
stood by his disabled car. Investigators say it was dark and that parker Post was 
in the road without any hazard lighting when he was struck by the other vehicle. 
The other motorist stopped, called 9-1-1, and is cooperating with the 
investigation. There is no indication of any criminal behavior in connection with 
the crash. / POLITICS, ENVIRONMENT: Oregon’s U.S. senators have proposed 
a conservation package that would protect thousands of miles of the state’s rivers 
from development. Oregon Public Broadcasting reports Democratic Sens. Ron 
Wyden and Jeff Merkley on Wednesday announced the River Democracy Act of 
2021. It would add nearly 4,700 miles of Oregon rivers and streams to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers system. The bill would almost triple the number 
of river miles with Wild and Scenic protections in Oregon and includes waterways 
in most of the state. It amounts to one of the biggest public-land conservation 
proposals in state history. /  
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CRIME: A 28-year-old Springfield man in connection with an alleged kidnapping, 
assault, and use of a stolen vehicle. Springfield Police say they arrested Michael 
Patrick Hill yesterday after getting a call last night from a woman who was 
distraught and bleeding outside the 7-11 store in the 5800 block of Main Street. 
She told dispatchers her three daughters, ages 4, 6, and 8, had been kidnapped 
by her brother and that he was experiencing a mental health episode. Police 
learned that Hill had recently been released from the Oregon State Mental 
Hospital and was staying with his father in Springfield, where he allegedly 
became involved in a dispute with his father. When the adult sister drove to the 
location, the Applewood Mobile Home Park, she said the children stayed in the 
car. The woman said Hill left the trailer and got into her car to leave—with the 
three children still inside. When the woman tried to stop him, she said he drove 
off, dragging her for a short distance until she fell off and sustained minor injuries. 
Springfield Police were joined by law enforcement agencies including Eugene 
Police, the Lane County Sheriff’s Office and Oregon State Police Department and 
eventually stopped the vehicle near Highway 126 and Highway 36 in Mapleton. 
The children recovered unharmed and returned to the custody of their mother. ; 
Busy night yesterday for Springfield Police, as officers arrested 44-year-old 
Nathan Kenneth Schnee in connection with an attempt to elude officers in his 
vehicle. The pursuit started near 31st and “V” Streets, where police responded to 
reports of a drunken driver in a U-Haul truck leaving in the area following a 
domestic dispute. Witnesses say he had been honking his horn repeatedly 
outside the residence and had returned repeatedly. Police say when they arrived 
Schnee turned his headlights on bright and attempted to deliberately ram a police 
car head-on. The officer was able to swerve his vehicle out of the path of the 
rental truck. During the pursuit, officers say Schnee refused to pull over and 
continued swerving at officers in attempt to run them off the road. The chase 
ended when police say Schnee deliberately rammed a Springfield Police 
Department K9 unit, causing substantial front-end damage, and disabling both 
vehicles. Officers said that even when Schnee got out of the vehicle he continued 
to resist arrest and fought with officers. Officials say this is Schnee’s third arrest 
since the New Year for similar erratic behavior. In addition to the Attempt to 
Elude, he is charged with Reckless Driving, Endangering, Attempted Assault on a 



Police Officer, Resisting Arrest, and DUII. If you have any additional information in 
the case, Springfield Police would like to hear from you at 541-726-3714. / 
HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: So many of us went online yesterday to pre-register 
for a COVID-19 vaccine that we crashed Lane County’s website. It’s still down 
this morning. But the vaccine portal, which is located under a different web 
address, is still accepting your information. Find that link both on Tim’s page and 
my TracyKKNU Facebook page. When you sign up, you enter some basic contact 
information, answer questions about the age group into which you fall, whether 
you are working and whether your job involves face-to-face contact with the 
public, and whether you have any of a number of preexisting conditions. You will 
see a confirmation page after you click to submit the form. You will begin 
receiving regular newsletters with updates from Lane County and you will be 
notified when you are eligible for vaccination and when a dose is available for 
you: Go to: 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/LaneCountyCOVID/COVID19VaccinePreregistratio
n When it’s your turn to be vaccinated, you will receive information from the 
organization that will provide your vaccination—it might be a pharmacy, 
healthcare provider, or other healthcare partner working with Lane County Public 
Health. One other note for those without internet connections: Lane County 
officials said yesterday that the county's vaccine preregistration phone number 
should be operational in a couple of days. But they encourage those of you who 
have an internet connection to help register those family members and friends 
online. You may use the pre-registration link to enter their information and use 
their phone number in the contact information section of the form. / HEALTH: Can 
you take painkillers before or after a COVID-19 vaccine? Researchers say there 
is growing evidence that it might be best to hold off, unless you routinely take 
them for a medical condition. The evidence is limited, but they say some 
painkillers might interfere with the very thing the vaccine is trying to do: generate 
a strong immune system response. Vaccines work by tricking the body into 
thinking it has a virus and mounting a defense against it. That may cause 
temporary soreness in your arm, a low-grade fever, headache, muscle aches or 
other temporary symptoms of inflammation that can be part of the reaction. ; 
Close to 28,500 Lane County residents in Phase 1A and the educator group in 
Phase 1B have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. And close 
to 7,900 of those people now are fully immunized. Lane County Public Health 
yesterday reported 77 new cases of COVID-19. Twenty-one people are 
hospitalized, with four local patients in intensive care. Our local pandemic death 
toll remains at 114. County health officials say 301 people remain infectious and 
another 524 are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who 
later tested positive for the virus. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 730 new cases of COVID-19 statewide and seven new deaths. The state 
has seen more than 145,000 coronavirus infections since the start of the 
pandemic and today is expected to go over 2,000 deaths. People between the 
ages of 20 to 49 have accounted for slightly more than half of all COVID-19 
cases. But Oregonians age 70 and older have accounted for three out of every 
four deaths. Many have been among residents in long-term care and other 
congregate care facilities. ; On Monday, seniors age 80 and older become eligible 
to receive a COVID-19 vaccine. But that does not mean a dose will be available 
for the 168,000 Oregonians who qualify. Supplies from vaccine makers and the 



federal government remain tight nationwide. And this week, Patrick Allen—the 
director of the Oregon Health Authority—warned lawmakers that every state is 
dealing with some form of what he called “chaos” as it struggles to meet 
overwhelming demand with limited vaccine doses. He told them that could 
happen in Oregon, too, until larger quantities of vaccine arrive. Allen told 
members of a legislative panel that fewer than 20,000 doses are expected in 
Oregon next week for those age 80 and older—enough to cover only about 11 
percent of that population. Some older adults have already received vaccines if 
they live in long-term care and other congregate care facilities. But most have not. 
Each week, the state is expanding eligibility for its older residents, so that by the 
Week of March 1, everyone ages 65 and older will be eligible. But with 766,000 
people in that group, Allen warns that unless shipments of vaccine increase 
dramatically it could take months to vaccinate all who qualify. / EDUCATION, 
HEALTH: A big day yesterday for younger students in the Springfield and 
Junction City school districts as they returned to class for in-person learning. It is 
part of a hybrid educational schedule that will see the children spend part of their 
week in the classroom and part at home continuing their distance learning. The 
Eugene School District also is preparing for a return to school for its younger 
students, perhaps as early as March 15. But members of the 4J school board 
decided this week that school buildings will not reopen for classes until the 
educators inside have received their first and second doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 
Educators are eligible for vaccination. But the state has received limited doses. 
That has slowed the rollout of the effort to vaccinate educators and speed the 
reopening on in-person classes. / POLICING, LEGAL: Two men will receive 
$150,000 combined to dismiss use of force claims against Springfield police 
officers. The Register-Guard reports Jubal Chaplin and Caleb Beechem sued the 
city and some officers in January, alleging Springfield police unlawfully arrested 
and detained them and used excessive force. Both men recently signed 
settlement agreements. The R-G reports Chaplin will receive $50,000 to cover 
damages, attorney fees and other costs. Beechem will receive $100,000, 
according to signed agreements The Register-Guard received the details through 
a public records request. A Springfield spokeswoman says the settlements are “a 
compromise of the disputed claims,” not a judgment. / SPORTS: The Oregon 
men’s basketball team lost a close one yesterday to Washington State at Matt 
Knight Arena, 74-71. The Duck men host Washington Saturday at 1 p.m. The 
game is being carried by CBS (KVAL). ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team 
defeated Washington 91-71 in Corvallis yesterday. The Beans host Washington 
State on Saturday in Corvallis. Tip-off is at 3 pm. on the Pac-12 Networks. ; The 
Number 12 Oregon Women’s Basketball team has postponed Friday’s game with 
Arizona State because of COVID-related issues but has returned to practice and 
scheduled a Saturday contest against U.C. Davis in Eugene. Tip-off is at 6 p.m. 
The game is being live-streamed. ; The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team 
has postponed its games today and Sunday against Arizona and Arizona State 
after another round of COVID-19 issues. / SPORTS, EDUCATION, 
DEVELOPMENT: Big news yesterday out of Oregon State University. An 
anonymous donor has made an historic $50 million donation to help expand and 
upgrade OSU’s Reser Stadium. Athletics Department officials say it will make 
Reser one of the best football facilities in the nation. The $153 million project will 
fully renovate the stadium's west side. Construction is set to begin in 298 days, 



immediately following the close to this year’s football season, so that the project 
will be completed for the start of the Beavers’ 2023 football season. Even with 
work underway, coordinators say it is being staged in such a fashion that OSU will 
continue to play at Reser during construction. Crews will demolish and rebuild the 
west side of Reser Stadium and create year-round university facilities, including 
an interactive welcome center for new students considering attending OSU; new 
health center facilities for Corvallis campus students; health care facilities for OSU 
faculty and staff; and additional meeting space for university students, faculty and 
staff. When finished Reser Stadium will feature a 360-degree stadium concourse 
and include expanded concessions and restroom facilities, enhanced sightlines, 
accessibility improvements and other fan amenities comparable to the east side 
of Reser, which was renovated prior to the 2005 season. Private donations, 
revenue from premium seating, proceeds from leasing stadium space, and other 
money is paying for the project. This is just the latest major construction effort 
unveiled at Oregon State University. Campus leaders announced this week that 
construction of a $70 million Arts and Education Complex is scheduled to begin 
this fall. / SPORTS: Los Angeles Chargers quarterback Justin Herbert has 
already set his sights on what will be another transitional offseason for him. 
Herbert, the former Oregon quarterback, will spend the offseason learning a new 
playbook and system for the fourth time as a college or NFL quarterback after the 
Chargers brought in a new coach and offensive coordinator. The Chargers hired 
Brandon Staley as coach on Jan. 17 after firing Anthony Lynn following the 
season finale. Herbert hopes this will be the last change for him for a while. / 
TRANSPORTATION, DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH: Lane Transit District’s Santa 
Clara Station begins operations on Sunday, Feb. 7. The new station is located on 
the site of the former Santa Clara Elementary School on River Road, between 
Green Lane and Hunsaker Lane in North Eugene. It replaces the aging River 
Road Station that has served the Santa Clara and River Road neighborhoods for 
39 years. Starting Sunday, the old Santa Clara Station at River Road at River 
Avenue goes out of service. You’ll need to head six-tenths of a mile north up 
River Road to the new Santa Clara Station. The new station was paid for with a 
combination of federal, state, and local funds and features six bus bays—double 
three bays at the old station—accommodates RideSource, and has 55 parking 
spaces and 3 electric vehicle charging stations in the adjacent Park & Ride. There 
is secured bike parking, covered station platforms, and a small building for 
employees to take breaks. LTD staff will be on-hand Sunday to answer questions 
and help customers navigate the new facility. Also, a reminder that on Monday 
Lane Transit resumed charging fares on all routes with the exception of Route 91 
up the McKenzie Valley. Remember to wear a mask or other protective face 
covering and physically distance onboard LTD buses. / RACIAL JUSTICE, 
TRANSPORTATION: Yesterday, members of the local chapter of the NAACP 
gathered at the corner of Lane Transit District’s downtown Eugene Station to 
celebrate the birthday of civil rights icon Rosa Parks. The location, at the corner of 
10th and Olive Streets, is home to a sculpture of Parks. She was known for her 
pivotal role in the 1955 Montgomery, Alabama, Bus Boycott, which helped lead to 
eventual desegregation of the nation’s public transit system. Parks died in 2005 at 
the age of 92. / RECREATION, HEALTH, SAFETY: Did you spent part of the 
pandemic visiting one or more of Oregon’s National Parks properties? You were 
not alone. The Oregonian and OregonLive report spots like Crater Lake National 



Park and the John Day Fossil Beds saw visitation go to zero during the initial 
shutdowns in March, then soar to record and near-record daily numbers as things 
reopened. Oregonians live the outdoors. But parks staff were stretched thin, 
because they rely on entrance fees to pay for operations and the closures hit their 
budget. Plus, some visitors did not do a very good job of taking care of our 
national treasures, leaving garbage, damaging the natural landscape, and 
endangering their own safety as they swarmed some spots. Rangers dealt with 
things like illegal parking, visitors trying to bring pool toys into the pristine lake, 
and stranded hikers who climbed down into the caldera, including one incident in 
August that involved seven people who were cited. Wait times to enter the park 
slowed to over an hour at some points last summer, Ackerman said, and got even 
worse once the snow began to fall. Seasonal road closures meant there was less 
parking at Crater Lake this winter, forcing cars to idle for up to two hours on icy 
park roads during the holidays. Not surprisingly, Crater Lake National Park broke 
several monthly records last year. The John Day Fossil Bed’s visitation was down 
for the year as fewer people traveled but still saw some big surges during the 
warm-weather months. And while the Oregon Caves National Monument & 
Preserve posted its lowest annual visitor total since 1945, much of that was due 
to a closure of several months at the end of the year because of a nearby wildfire. 
That follows a trend of increased crowds at outdoor areas across the region in 
2020, including a surge of first-time hikers and campers, many of whom were 
driven to explore local parks and trails as other travel options were unavailable 
during the pandemic. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, SAFETY< TRANSPORTATION: 
Sunday morning at 6:30 a.m. (7:00 a.m. on Mix) on Community Forum, we learn 
more about the hazard tree removal effort along Highway 126 in the areas burned 
by the Holiday Farm Fire. Officials with the Oregon Department of Transportation 
and the tree contractors have a message for those of you in the McKenzie Valley 
who are working to rebuild: They have heard your concerns and will do better. It 
comes after two property owners complained that too many trees were being 
marked with blue dots and bar codes—meaning they were slated for removal to 
create a safe travel corridor along Highway 126. They worried crews were going 
too deep into the damaged timber, and that crews had marked some trees that 
were not that badly damaged and were likely to survive. Transportation and tree-
removal teams visited the sites and said, “You know what, you’re right.” So now 
they are reevaluating locations along the fire-scarred landscape and say if it is 
determined that a tree can remain, those blue dots will be painted over, and the 
bar code affixed to the tree trunk will be removed. Having said that, officials say 
that some areas in the burn zone—especially on the eastern end of the wildfire 
area—are badly damaged. They don’t want those trees falling on cars or people. 
Already, crews have cut down thousands of damaged trees along the McKenzie 
Highway and say they will need to remove tens of thousands more. Many are 
being chipped on-site for erosion control. Some are being salvaged for lumber. 
Others will be placed on hillsides and in the river and nearby streams for erosion 
control and to restore fish habitat. For those property owners concerned about 
tree marking and removal decisions, the state has a hotline for property owners 
and residents at 503-934-1700. You may also go to Wildfire.oregon.gov/cleanup 
Crew leaders say the tree removal project up the McKenzie might last most of the 
year and include delays of 20 minutes or more in some locations. If you don’t 
want to sit and wait in a line of traffic—perhaps multiple times—they suggest 



using Highway 58 this year to travel over the Cascades. / HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE, LOW-INCOME: Oregon’s COVID-19 vaccine 
equity group met behind closed doors yesterday following an earlier closed-door 
session in which some members questioned how health officials will put the 
group’s recommendations into practice. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports 
state health officials created the Vaccine Advisory Committee to help decide who 
should be inoculated against the coronavirus after health care workers, senior 
care residents and workers, teachers and seniors. Their meetings had been 
public until this week. State officials say the committee finished its official work 
last week, sending recommendations to the Oregon Health Authority, and the 
latest sessions are not subject to public meetings law. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: A 
restaurant and bar in the Clackamas County city of Canby has had its liquor 
license suspended for “not following public health social distancing and face 
covering requirements." Officials with the Oregon Liquor Control Commission say 
operators of the Route 99 Roadhouse allowed customers to dine indoors. 
Commission officials say enforcement staff first spoke with Route 99′s licensee in 
its “education first” approach, then visited in person after receiving complaints that 
the bar and restaurant was not following public health requirements to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. Indoor dining is currently prohibited in Clackamas County, 
currently one of Oregon’s “extreme risk” counties for COVID-19 spread. / 
POLICING, RACIAL JUSTICE, CRIME: Tear gas, pepper spray and other impact 
munitions have been deployed by police for months during protests in Portland, 
Oregon, enveloping neighborhoods and even a school yard. Now, an Oregon 
lawmaker is seeking to ban the use of the chemical agents in one of the most 
sweeping police measures in the country regarding crowd control. A legislative 
subcommittee on equitable policing heard a parade of witnesses this week 
describe the harm caused by the chemical agents. One woman who suffers from 
asthma said she couldn't breathe and felt like she was dying after a crowd was 
gassed by police. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: Johnson & Johnson 
has asked federal regulators to approve what would be the world's first single-
dose COVID-19 vaccine. The company says preliminary results show its vaccine 
is safe — and offers strong protection against moderate to severe COVID-19. 
Having a single-dose vaccine that doesn't require the kind of extreme refrigeration 
needed by the two-shot vaccines now available is a big deal. It would increase the 
number of doses available — as the U.S. continues to lag behind other nations in 
getting citizens vaccinated against the coronavirus. /  
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DISASTERS, COMMUNITY: We are in the midst of the 25th anniversary of the 
1996 Floods, which broke records in many parts of Lane County and Western 
Oregon and matched and beat some records set during the “century floods” of 
1964. It came after heavy rains in late January of 1996 saturated the soil. Bitterly 
cold temperatures froze the saturated ground and a massive snowpack built in 
the mountains. When the next wave of subtropical moisture swept in starting on 
February 5, they melted much of the Cascade snowpack which was already at 
200 300 percent above average. Over the next four days, record precipitation 
melted the snowpack and created record run-off, swelling streams and rivers to 
record levels. There was flooding along the McKenzie. At Vida, for example, the 
flow jumped from 4,000 cubic feet per second to 20,000 cubic feet per second in 
a single day. Some residents were plucked from the roof by a helicopter that 
winged them to safety. The Mohawk Valley was inundated in many areas. It’s 
difficult for those who were not here then to imagine how the Willamette Valley 
looked. But just north of town off River Road and Prairie Roads, people worked 
together to evacuate families, horses, and other livestock. Interstate Five was 
closed for days after flood debris clogged a creek where it passed under the 
roadway. In other spots along I-5, only high-clearance cars and trucks were able 
to inch their way north and south. Corvallis was almost cut-off for a time, with 
limited access from the south on Highway 99. Along the Siuslaw, the floodwaters 
were so high they broke the river gauge at Mapleton after it registered its top 
number. Emergency officials and meteorologists who flew over the valley and 
coast brought back images of brown, slow-moving water covering many parts of 
the valley as coastal rivers sent muddy plumes pouring into the Pacific Ocean and 
visible for more than one mile offshore. The devastation was not confined to our 
part of the state. One of the hardest-hit areas was Tillamook County, where 
hundreds of dairy cows drowned after waters flooded their pastures. By February 
10, most rivers had begun to crest and fall. But the cleanup took months. / 
HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Lane County’s website remains down. Officials initially 
thought it was because so many people went online Thursday to pre-register at 
the new COVID-19 vaccine portal. But it turns out it was another issue 
completely: A problem at the company that runs Lane County’s and many 
organizations’ websites. This morning, the Lane County pages are still down, but 



the county does have some basic information including department phone 
numbers and a link to the vaccine pre-registration site at www.lanecounty.org The 
preregistration vaccine portal is handled by a different vendor under a different 
web address, so it is still accepting your information. Find that link both on Tim’s 
page and my TracyKKNU Facebook page or go to: 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/LaneCountyCOVID/COVID19VaccinePreregistratio
n When it’s your turn to be vaccinated, you will receive information from the 
organization that will provide your vaccination—it might be a pharmacy, 
healthcare provider, or other healthcare partner working with Lane County Public 
Health. One other note for those without internet connections: Lane County’s 
vaccine preregistration phone number should be operational soon. But they 
encourage those of you who have an internet connection to help register those 
family members and friends online. You may use the pre-registration link to enter 
the person’s information and phone number in the form. / HEALTH: Close to 
32,000 Lane County residents in Phase 1A and the educator group in Phase 1B 
have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. More than 9,400 of 
those people now are fully immunized. Lane County Public Health yesterday 
reported 16 new cases of COVID-19, although the numbers likely are lower 
because of weekend reporting. Twenty-four people are hospitalized, with four 
local patients in intensive care. Our local pandemic death toll climbed by one over 
the weekend, to 115. Hundreds of Lane County residents remain infectious and 
hundreds more are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone 
who later tested positive for the virus. ; Statewide, we hit a grim milestone on 
Friday when the Oregon Health Authority received a report of Oregon’s 2,000th 
pandemic death. We have seen more than 146,000 cases in the past year. On 
Saturday and Sunday, state health officials reported a combined 1,017 new cases 
and 21 deaths. People between the ages of 20 to 49 have accounted for slightly 
more than half of all Oregon’s COVID-19 cases. But Oregonians age 70 and older 
have accounted for three out of every four deaths. Many have been among 
residents in long-term care and other congregate care facilities. ; This morning, 
seniors ages 80 and older become eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine. But 
that does not mean a dose will be available for the 168,000 Oregonians who 
qualify: Supplies from vaccine makers and the federal government remain tight 
nationwide. Last week, Patrick Allen—the director of the Oregon Health 
Authority—warned lawmakers that his agency is struggling to meet overwhelming 
demand in the face of limited supplies from vaccine makers and the federal 
government. That situation is being echoed across the country and will continue 
to be the case until larger quantities of vaccine arrive. Allen told members of a 
legislative panel that fewer than 20,000 doses are expected in Oregon this week 
for those age 80 and older—enough to cover only about 11 percent of that 
population. Some older adults have already received vaccines if they live in long-
term care and other congregate care facilities. But most have not. Each week, the 
state is expanding eligibility for its older residents, so that by the Week of March 
1, everyone ages 65 and older will be eligible. But with 766,000 people in those 
eligibility waves, Allen warns that unless shipments of vaccine increase 
dramatically it could take months to vaccinate all who qualify. Statewide, more 
than 554,000 Oregonians have received at least their first dose of vaccine and 
136,000 are fully immunized. Since the pandemic began, Oregon has seen more 
than 146,000 cases of COVID-19 including 2,002 deaths. Nationwide, more than 



27-million Americans have contracted COVID-19 and more than 463,000 have 
died from complications of it. ; Efforts continue to vaccinate some of Lane 
County’s most vulnerable adults. It comes after public health officials said they 
learned last week that seven long-term care facilities that had enrolled in the 
federal vaccination program never received an allocation of doses. The federal 
program involves contracts with pharmacies across the country to send those 
pharmacy staff members to long-term care facilities and vaccinate residents. But 
across Oregon and the U.S. there were issues with facilities never being 
contacted to schedule vaccination clinics—or facilities’ enrollments being dropped 
for unknown reasons. During his Thursday media briefing, public health 
spokesman Jason Davis said residents of one of those facilities, Fox Hollow in 
South Eugene, were vaccinated with the help of county officials. Efforts are 
continuing to vaccinate those at other facilities but remain dependent on enough 
doses arriving locally to do so. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: More students return to 
in-person learning this week in the Springfield Public Schools. Last week, 
Kindergarten and First Graders were back in the classroom as part of a hybrid 
schedule that also includes remote learning from home. Today, Second Graders 
return to their school buildings. On Thursday, teachers and staff welcome back 
Third Graders. The youngsters are attending in-person classes on Mondays, 
Tuesday, Thursdays, and Fridays. They take part in remote learning while their 
school buildings undergo a deep cleaning. ; This evening, board members with 
the Bethel Public Schools review the health metrics and continue their discussion 
on when to return to in-person hybrid learning. When it is considered safe to do 
so, Bethel’s youngest students will return to class for two days of in-person 
learning each week and three days of online education. The Eugene School 
District also is preparing for a return to school for its younger students, perhaps 
as early as March 15. But members of the 4J school board decided last week that 
school buildings will not reopen for classes until the educators inside have 
received their first and second doses of COVID-19 vaccine. Educators are eligible 
for vaccination. But the state has received limited doses. That has slowed the 
rollout of the effort to vaccinate educators and speed the reopening on in-person 
classes. / SAFETY: Six months after he disappeared, family and friends continue 
to search for 27-year-old Michael Bryson of Eugene. Bryson was last seen on 
August 5, when he attended a rave at a roadside campground known as Hobo 
Campground. It is located off Brice Creek Road just west of Champion Creek 
Road in South Lane County. At around 4:30 that morning, Bryson reportedly 
wandered away from a group of friends in an unknown direction and has not been 
seen since. His family reported him missing when he did not return home. Bryson 
left behind his camping gear. His phone had been powered off for several days. 
Lane County Sheriff's Office Search and Rescue teams spent days at the scene 
but did not discover any sign of him. Bryson’s friends and family have also 
assisted with the search. It has been a heartbreaking half-year for Michael 
Bryson’s parents, who just want to know what happened to their son. They and 
some of Michael’s friends continue to search near the site several times each 
week. They also maintain a Facebook page called “Let’s Find Michael Bryson,” 
where they post updates. Michael Bryson is 6'2", weighs approximately 180 
pounds, and has short brown hair and hazel eyes. He was last seen wearing a 
white t-shirt, tan shorts, white Crocs with rainbows on them, and a brown, 
corduroy baseball cap. Anyone who has seen Michael Bryson or knows his 



whereabouts is asked to contact the Lane County Sheriff's Office at 541-682-4150 
then press 1 and reference case # 20-5286. / SPORTS: The Number 12 Oregon 
Women’s Basketball team won its Saturday game against U.C. Davis at Matt 
Knight Arena, 63-57. The game was scheduled last week as the Duck women 
resumed play after a COVID-related pause. Oregon hosts Number 9 Arizona this 
afternoon in Eugene. Tip-off is at 4 p.m. on ESPN2. ; The Oregon men’s 
basketball team defeated Washington Saturday in Eugene, 86-74. Next up is 
Arizona State on Thursday in Tempe. Tip-off is 6 p.m. and the game is being 
carried either by ESPN or ESPN2. ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team 
defeated Washington State on Saturday in Corvallis, 68-66. This afternoon, the 
Beavs visit Boulder to take on Colorado. Tip-off is at 4 pm. on the Pac-12 
Networks. ; The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team remained on a COVID-
related pause over the weekend but is tentatively set to return to play on Friday 
against Stanford in Corvallis. If all goes according to schedule, that game tips off 
at 8 p.m. on the Pac-12 networks. / TRANSPORTATION, DEVELOPMENT, 
HEALTH: Lane Transit District’s Santa Clara Station opened to riders yesterday. 
The new station is located on the site of the former Santa Clara Elementary 
School on River Road, between Green Lane and Hunsaker Lane in North 
Eugene. It replaces the aging River Road Station that has served the Santa Clara 
and River Road neighborhoods for 39 years. The old Santa Clara Station at River 
Road at River Avenue is permanently closed. You’ll need to head six-tenths of a 
mile north up River Road to the new Santa Clara Station. The new station—which 
was paid for with a combination of federal, state, and local funds—features six 
bus bays, accommodates RideSource, and has 55 parking spaces and 3 electric 
vehicle charging stations in the Park & Ride. There is secured bike parking, 
covered station platforms, and a small building for employees to take breaks. On 
February 1, Lane Transit resumed charging fares on all routes with the exception 
of Route 91 up the McKenzie Valley. Remember to wear a mask or other 
protective face covering and physically distance onboard LTD buses. / 
ENVIRONMENT, POLITICS: A Republican congressman is proposing removing 
four hydroelectric dams in the Northwest as part of a sweeping plan to address 
the decades-long problem of how to save salmon populations without upending a 
system that provides power to millions of people. The $33.5 billion proposal from 
Rep. Mike Simpson of Idaho was announced Saturday. It would breach four dams 
on the Lower Snake River by the end of the next decade. It would also pay for 
finding ways to replace the dams’ key roles in energy, agriculture, and 
transportation. It's being met with cautious optimism among some on both sides 
of the issue, but there's still plenty of skepticism. / ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH: 
The damage caused by wildfires can be devastating, but the smoke from the 
annually recurring blazes also delivers economic damage to areas that have 
never been touched by the flames. Beyond the tragic toll wildfire smoke has on 
the health of those in affected areas, there are infrastructure and business costs. 
Expenses paid by homeowners to improve or increase measures to protect 
properties and the impact of smoke on livelihoods and budgets can be significant. 
Real estate developers face particular economic risks. And two sectors most 
impacted by wildfire smoke are tourism and outdoor recreation. / WILDLIFE, 
CRIME: Prosecutors say an Oregon man has been banned from Crater Lake 
National Park, ordered to pay over $40,000 in restitution and sentenced to three 
years of probation after he pleaded guilty to poaching a trophy bull elk in the park. 



U.S. Attorney Billy J. Williams said Friday the guilty plea and sentence came after 
an investigation into the activities of 44-year-old Adrian Wood. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service began tracking the White City man after reports that he was 
illegally hunting in the park in 2014. / WILDLIFE, HEALTH: An outbreak of 
salmonella is killing finches across the western United States, including birds in 
the Lake Tahoe region. The Tahoe Institute for Natural Science and Lake Tahoe 
Wildlife Care issued an alert this week for the public to be on the lookout for sick 
or dead finches associated with bird feeders. Dead siskins have been found in 
recent weeks in backyards in the Carson Valley and Truckee. The deaths are 
believed to be related to an outbreak of salmonellosis, a common and often fatal 
bird disease caused by the salmonella bacteria. The problem appears to be 
especially bad along coastal Northern California, Oregon, and Washington. / 
YOUTH, CRIME, POLITICS: During the 2021 legislative session, Oregon 
lawmakers, are discussing and considering a proposed bill that, if passed, would 
eliminate fees and court costs associated with juvenile delinquency matters. The 
fees being discussed include court appointed council, applying for court appointed 
council, financial penalties for unpaid fees, electronic monitoring, probation 
supervision and detention fees, explained Amy Miller, the executive director at 
Youth, Rights & Justice. Officials say Oregon’s juvenile court fees fall more 
heavily on people of color and low-income families and that the proposed bill is 
how “we start to heal the juvenile system.” /  
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HEALTH: Vaccine supplies remain limited across Oregon, but Lane County Public 
Health is receiving 2,000 doses this week earmarked for seniors age 80 and 
older, as well as 800 doses to continue vaccinating educators, and 400 doses for 
those in Phase 1A priority groups. More than 33,000 Lane County residents in 
Phase 1A and the educator group have received at least their first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine. More than ten-thousand local residents now are fully 
immunized. Some of Lane County’s close to 15,000 seniors ages 80 and older 
have already been or are being vaccinated if they are residents of long-term care 
facilities. Each week, the state is expanding eligibility for its older residents, so 
that by the Week of March 1, everyone ages 65 and older will be eligible. But with 
766,000 people in those eligibility waves, state health leaders warn that unless 
shipments of vaccine increase dramatically it could take months to vaccinate all 
who qualify. Statewide, more than 572,000 Oregonians have received at least 
their first dose of vaccine and close to 142,000 are fully immunized. ; Lane 
County Public Health yesterday reported 30 new cases of COVID-19 and one 
new death——a 67-year-old Lane County woman. Thirteen people are 
hospitalized, a significant drop from the weekend. But four patients are in 
intensive care. Officials say 312 Lane County residents remain infectious and 521 
more are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later 
tested positive for the virus. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 
305 new cases of COVID and one new death. Since the pandemic began, 
Oregon has seen more than 147,000 cases and 2,024 deaths. People between 
the ages of 20 to 49 account for slightly more than half of all Oregon’s COVID 
cases. But Oregonians age 70 and older account for three out of every four 
deaths. Many of those deaths have been among residents in long-term care and 
other congregate-care facilities. Nationwide, more than 27-million Americans have 
contracted COVID-19 and more than 465,000 have died from its complications. ; 
Once you are vaccinated, you will receive a vaccination record card which 
features the CDC’s logo and details on when you received your doses. But 
officials are reminding you: Do not post an image of the vaccination card on social 
media. Vaccination cards contain some of your personal information, such as 
your full name and birthdate, which can be used by scammers. Some criminals 
also are using the images to create fake vaccination cards for sale on the internet. 



Consumer protection officials suggest you instead share a photo of your vaccine 
sticker, if you receive one, or just a quick message letting people know you are 
immunized. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Lane County’s website remains down. It 
is an issue involving the company that runs Lane County’s and many 
organizations’ websites. The county does have some basic information including 
department phone numbers and a link to the vaccine pre-registration site at 
www.lanecounty.org The preregistration vaccine portal is handled by a different 
vendor under a different web address, so it is still accepting your information at: 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/LaneCountyCOVID/COVID19VaccinePreregistratio
n Lane County’s vaccine preregistration phone number is 541-682-1380. But 
officials encourage those of you who have an internet connection to help register 
those family members and friends online to avoid long waits by phone. You may 
use the pre-registration link to enter the person’s information and phone number. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: Members of the Bethel School Board last night continued 
discussion of their district’s planned resumption of in-person education the Week 
of March 15. Kindergarten students would be the first to return, close to one year 
after school buildings closed in the early days of the pandemic. More elementary 
students would begin returning after Spring Break during the Week of March 29. 
And if all goes well, the Bethel District will look at bringing back middle and high 
school students soon after. The Eugene School District also is preparing for a 
return to school for its Kindergarten and First Grade students as early as March 
15, with other students resuming in-person education in April. / EDUCATION, 
SPORTS, HEALTH: Oregon’s high school soccer and cross-country teams begin 
practice on February 22 and their competitive seasons on March 1. But it is still 
not certain whether prep football and volleyball teams in Extreme Risk counties 
will be able to begin holding their games and matches then, too. Yesterday, high 
school football teams began non-contact practices. And members of the 
governing board of the OSAA—the Oregon School Activities Association—
discussed but held off on making a decision about the start of the delayed fall 
seasons for football and volleyball. They say they are awaiting fresh guidance 
from the governor and state health leaders—which could arrive later this week. If 
nothing changes, the OSAA has approved alternate football activities, such as 7-
on-7, flag football, the virtual lineman challenge, and a virtual combine. OSAA 
leaders say they realize none of those activities are the same as contact football. 
But they say they are looking for ways that kids and coaches can get together 
safely under the current guidelines. As for volleyball, the OSAA is considering 
whether to allow outdoor volleyball in Extreme Risk counties and indoor volleyball 
in Moderate- to High-Risk counties. Schools also might have the option to further 
postpone their volleyball seasons, if needed. The OSAA board revisits the issue 
on February 17. / SPORTS: In college sports: Number 10 Arizona completed a 
season sweep of the 11th-ranked Oregon Women’s Basketball team yesterday 
afternoon, 79-59. The Duck women host Cal on Friday at 4 p.m. The game is 
being carried by the Pac-12 Networks. ; The Oregon men’s basketball team takes 
on Arizona State on Thursday in Tempe. Tip-off is 6 p.m. and the game is being 
carried by ESPN. ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team lost to Colorado 
Monday in Boulder, 78-49. The Beavs take on Arizona in Tucson on Thursday at 
5 p.m. the Pac-12 Networks are broadcasting the game. ; The Oregon State 
Women’s Basketball team is set to return to play after a COVID-related pause on 
Friday against Stanford in Corvallis. If all goes according to schedule, that game 



tips off at 8 p.m. on the Pac-12 networks. / CRIME: Eugene Police say they are 
seeking a man who climbed into a drive-through coffee stand, assaulted and tried 
to grab the employee, then fled. It happened yesterday morning around 5:30 a.m. 
when the female employee at the Dutch Bros drive-thru on Franklin Boulevard 
said the man tried to grab her, then struck her with a blunt object. Police say the 
employee did all the right things, fighting the man off and then fleeing as he was 
reaching toward his pocket. The victim had non-life-threatening injuries. The 
suspect is described as a white male, five-foot-seven, with medium-length brown 
hair. He was last seen wearing a dark cap and bandana, with a red hoodie, 
covered by a black, puffy-style jacket. Police say the man wore a black and white 
COVID-style mask that concealed his nose and mouth, as well as black jogger-
style pants, and white and black Adidas shoes. His t-shirt appeared to be white 
and black with thick vertical stripes. Have any leads in the case? Eugene Police 
would like to hear from you. Call 541-682-5111 and reference Case 21-02058. ; 
Eugene police yesterday announced another arrest in connection with the riot and 
looting of several downtown businesses in late May. 40-year-old Travis Francis 
Lopez Hart was arrested on Friday and charged with Criminal Trespass in the 
Second Degree. Investigators say the charges came after Hart allegedly made an 
unlawful entry into a nearby Starbucks on the night of May 29, as dozens of 
rioters were actively looted the business. Police say there was no evidence that 
Hart stole or damaged property from the business. To date, 24 people have been 
arrested in connection with the criminal events seven months ago near the base 
of the Washington Street Bridge. It has taken time to analyze video and photos 
from the scene, match images of suspects to confirm identities, then locate those 
people. Police detectives continue to ask for your help in identifying others 
involved in the riot. If you have photos or videos of the incident you have not 
previously shared, contact Eugene Police. The Eugene Police TIP line is 541-
262-5388. / HOMELESSNESS, LEGAL, GOVERNMENT: After close to a dozen 
years of litigation, officials with the City of Boise, Idaho, say they have reached a 
settlement over people without shelter who sleep in public places. Boise officials 
said that under the agreement, people experiencing homelessness will not be 
cited or arrested for sleeping outdoors when no shelter is available. The city also 
will make changes to ordinances that guide police citations. The settlement will 
cost Boise about $1.8 million, including $1.3 million to create new overnight 
shelters or revamp existing shelters. The case at one point went to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which dealt a setback to Boise’s effort to restrict homeless 
sleeping locations outside of shelters. / HEALTH: Evidence is mounting that 
having COVID-19 may not protect a person against getting infected again with 
some of the new variants emerging around the world. New research also 
suggests that people could get second infections with earlier versions of the 
coronavirus if they mounted a weak defense the first time. How long immunity 
lasts from natural infection is a big question. Scientists still think reinfections are 
fairly rare and usually less serious than initial ones. But recent cases in Brazil and 
South Africa have caused concern. Health officials say the solution is to get 
vaccinated as soon as possible and take steps to avoid infection. / BUSINESS, 
TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: Delta Air Lines says it will continue to block 
middle seats through April to provide a bit more space between passengers. 
Delta announced Monday that it will limit capacity on all flights through April 30. 
During the early days of the pandemic several U.S. airlines blocked seats, 



although United Airlines never did. The others that temporarily tried to separate 
passengers have since dropped the practice, at least in the main cabin, including 
Southwest, JetBlue, Alaska and American. Delta CEO Ed Bastian says blocking 
some seats has helped his airline command higher ticket prices than United. / 
ECONOMY, HEALTH: U.S. employers cut back sharply on hiring in December, 
particularly in pandemic-hit industries such as restaurants and hotels, as soaring 
virus infections and government restrictions weakened the economy that month. 
The number of available jobs rose slightly and layoffs fell, according to the Labor 
Department’s report, known as the Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey, or 
JOLTS. The report provides more granular detail about the job market than the 
government’s monthly employment figures. ; The critical holiday shopping 
season, coupled with quarantining amid the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
pushed board game sales up 21 percent at Hasbro in the fourth quarter. The toy 
company's Monopoly and Magic: The Gathering card game were strong 
performers in the quarter, along with Dungeons and Dragons. Total revenue 
climbed 4 percent to $1.72 billion, slightly better than the $1.7 billion that analysts 
polled by Zacks Investment Research was calling for. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY: What is going to happen with our weather later this week? 
The National Weather Service says there is a chance of freezing rain mixed with 
snow in the Willamette Valley Thursday evening through Friday morning. But after 
listing it as “likely” yesterday afternoon, meteorologists backed away a bit in last 
night’s update, saying that the cold air might “struggle” to reach the Eugene-
Springfield area on Thursday night. What does this mean for drivers? Still hard to 
say. But even if we do not see freezing rain and snow, temperatures might get 
close to freezing in some outlying areas as a low-pressure system pushes chilly 
air our way. That could make driving treacherous late Thursday night early Friday 
morning—especially to the north of us through Salem to Portland, as well as 
along the Northern Oregon Coast. According to this morning’s forecast discussion 
from the National Weather service in Portland, by Thursday evening, snow will be 
falling north of about Salem with rain to the south.  But where that rain-snow 
division falls depends on how far south the low-pressure system travels. Right 
now, the forecasters say it looks like the southern Willamette Valley will see 
ordinary rain. But should the storm system take a more southern track, freezing 
temperatures could reach our area, resulting in freezing rain. Forecasters say the 
central Willamette Valley be in the transition zone late Thursday night that sees a 
mix of rain, freezing rain, and snow. The Portland area could receive between two 
and four inches of snow, perhaps even a bit more, late Thursday night into Friday. 
Keep an eye on the forecasts, slow down wherever you’re headed, and be patient 
with road crews working to treat pavement surfaces. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: 
Case numbers might be down, but state officials say Lane County still has too 
many COVID infections to come off Oregon’s Extreme Risk list on Friday. That is 
bad news for restaurants and bars that were hoping to reopen for limited indoor 
dining over Valentine’s Day weekend. It also means continued restrictions on 
indoor capacity for health and fitness clubs, and indoor entertainment venues 
such as movie theatres for another two weeks. Oregon’s restaurant industry 
remains critical of the state risk levels and dining restrictions. Leaders of the 
Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association say many businesses have been 
forced to close permanently because they cannot survive on take-out and outdoor 
dining. They say that also is fueling much of the state’s recent rise in 
unemployment numbers. Lane County Public Health officials say they tried to 



persuade state leaders that we have a unique population mix here, with more 
college-aged individuals and because we are a regional retail, manufacturing, and 
medical area. But that wasn’t enough to persuade state officials to reduce their 
emphasis on the raw numbers. While Lane and Benton Counties must stay under 
Extreme Risk restrictions for another two weeks, Linn County on Friday joins 
Douglas County at the lower “High Risk” restriction level. That allows restaurants 
and bars in those two counties to operate with indoor dining under tight 
occupancy limits. To the north of us, Portland’s tri-county region of Multnomah, 
Washington, and Clackamas Counties are moving off the Extreme Risk 
designation to the lower High-Risk tier. The Oregon Health Authority reexamines 
and adjusts county risk levels every two weeks. The next update will be issued on 
February 23 with changes taking effect on Friday, February 26. / HEALTH, 
BUSINESS, COMMUNITY, EVENTS: With the slow rollout of vaccines and the 
increase in cases tied to new, more contagious COVID variants, organizers of the 
Florence Rhododendron Festival yesterday announced they are canceling this 
year’s event. It is a heartbreaker for Rhody Fest fans and the second year the 
event is being sidelined by the pandemic. In a news release, festival officials say 
they were optimistic last month that they could scale back some of the festivities 
but still have physically distanced events. But now they say there appears to be 
no way safely to hold parades, car cruises, a carnival, vendor fair, or other 
gatherings. It is an emotional and an economic blow: The Florence Area Chamber 
of Commerce notes that the Rhododendron Festival provides the single largest 
economic impact to Florence’s tourist-driven economy and serves as the kick-off 
for the summer tourism season. Chamber officials say close to 1,900 people in 
the Florence area rely on tourism-based employment, and that tourism pumps 
about $147 million into the community each year. The Florence Rhododendron 
Festival is Oregon’s second-oldest floral festival, bested by a year only by the 
Portland Rose Festival. In a normal year, it sees thousands of visitors from 
around the state and across the country. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: For a second 
year, the University of Oregon will conduct its Spring commencement ceremonies 
online. U-of-O leaders say the virtual ceremony for the Class of 2021 will take 
place on Saturday, June 12. The live celebration webcast will be followed by 
prerecorded events by each UO school and college. Students will have an 
opportunity to personalize their individual recognition by adding a photo, 
message, and short video. As was the case when Oregon State University made 
a similar announcement last week, officials say it comes as the number of new 
COVID-19 cases continues to be far too high and they anticipate restrictions on 
the size of large events will continue into early summer. Both universities also 
made the announcement early because this is the time of year when families of 
the thousands of graduates begin making their travel arrangements. / BUSINESS, 
HEALTH, DEVELOPMENT: Even while Lane County remains under Extreme 
Risk guidelines, entrepreneurs continue to open new businesses. Eugene’s 
newest hotel opened its door yesterday. The Gordon Hotel helps anchor the 
expansion of the 5th Street Public Market. It is an 82-room boutique hotel is 
connected to the Market’s new shopping district, located across Pearl Street from 
the original Public Market complex. Businesses in the new shopping venue also 
continue to open their doors. Friday through Sunday, Handel’s Homemade Ice 
Cream holds its Grand Opening with on-site giveaways and online events. The 
Ohio-based company was founded 45 years ago and sells premium homemade-



site ice creams in more than locations in 10 U.S. states. This is Handel’s third 
Oregon store. / HEALTH: Vaccine supplies remain limited across Oregon, but 
Lane County Public Health says they and their local partners anticipate having 
5,500 doses this week for seniors ages 80 and older. Some of Lane County’s 
close to 15,000 seniors ages 80 and older have already been or are being 
vaccinated if they are residents of long-term care facilities. Another 6,000 have 
pre-registered on the Lane County Public Health website. Officials say some local 
provider groups have already contacted some of their patients to start scheduling 
appointments. The county hopes to begin vaccinating 1,500 others, starting with 
the oldest members of the 80-plus age group, through an invitation-only mass 
vaccination clinic on Sunday. If you provided an email address for notifications, 
keep an eye on your email messages for a possible invite. If you provided a 
phone numbers for calls or text alerts, check your phone regularly. Lane County 
Public Health officials say this week’s vaccinations are a good start, but they still 
do not have enough doses for the entire “age 80-plus” local population. They 
hope to receive more over the next couple of weeks. Close to 35,000 Lane 
County residents in the Phase 1A and the Educator groups have received at least 
their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. More than 11,400 local residents now are 
fully immunized. Statewide, more than 588,000 Oregonians have received at least 
their first dose of vaccine and more than 148,000 are fully immunized. ; Lane 
County Public Health yesterday reported 25 new cases of COVID-19 and one 
new death——an 82-year-old Lane County man. Thirteen people are 
hospitalized. Three of those patients are in intensive care. Officials say 268 Lane 
County residents remain infectious and 521 more are under monitoring because 
they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. ; The 
Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 529 new cases of COVID and seven 
new deaths. Since the pandemic began, Oregon has seen close to 148,000 cases 
and 2,031 deaths. Nationwide, 27.1-million Americans have contracted COVID-19 
and more than 468,000 have died from its complications. / GOVERNMENT, 
HEALTH: Lane County’s website has been fully restored. It went offline on 
Thursday amid issues issue involving the company that hosts sites for Lane 
County and many other organizations. See the full range of services, and access 
the county’s COVID vaccine pre-registration portal at www.lanecounty.org Lane 
County’s also is accepting some vaccine preregistrations by phone at 541-682-
1380. But officials encourage those of you who have an internet connection to 
help register those family members and friends online to avoid long waits. You 
may use the pre-registration link to enter the person’s contact information. / 
CRIME: Eugene Police say they have arrested the suspect in Monday’s early-
morning assault on a coffee stand employee at the Dutch Bros on Franklin 
Boulevard. Investigators say 25-year-old Jesus Martinez-Escudero is charged 
with Burglary and Assault in the Second Degree. Police thank everyone who 
shared tips that led to his arrest. ; Eugene Police say they’re seeing an uptick in 
residential burglaries where thieves steal someone’s garage door remote and use 
it to break into someone’s garage and even their home. They say many of the 
crimes can occur if you leave your garage-door opener in your vehicle, parked 
outside your homes or even somewhere in the community. The thief or thieves 
break into your vehicle, take the opener—and if your vehicle is parked elsewhere, 
they often find documents in the car that list your name and address, leading 
them straight to your home. Once inside your garage, they can steal items that 



include tools, bicycles, and other valuables you might have stored there. If they 
close the garage door, it can provide cover while they break through an adjoining 
door into your home. Police advise that you make sure your garage-door remote 
remains inside your home or with you when you head out. A keychain remote is a 
recommended option. Keep your garage door closed at all times when not 
working directly inside. Make sure the door from your garage to your home is just 
as secure as your front door. Lock your car and do not leave anything of value or 
that can identify you inside your vehicle. As far as protecting your personal 
information, police suggest you remove your address from other paperwork you 
might routinely keep in your glovebox, or simply do not store those items in your 
vehicle. An Oregon Administrative Rule allows the registered owner of a vehicle 
to “black out or otherwise obscure the residence address, business address, 
mailing address and vehicle address shown on the registration card. No other 
information on the registration card may be blacked out or otherwise obscured.” 
You might also consider carrying your vehicle registration in your wallet. ; 
Someone wants to give you money. You were randomly selected. All you need to 
do is buy some gift cards or cash cards to help cover a one-time fee to access the 
money. Maybe you can come up with $200? Yes, the scammers never quit, and 
Eugene Police say they have heard from some local residents that con artists are 
calling, claiming they were selected to receive grant money as part of a survey of 
people who pay their taxes and bills. Whaaaat? That sounds weird right from the 
start. Investigators say it’s just a variation on a longtime scam, because what 
follows is familiar. You might be told that to claim hundreds or thousands of 
dollars in grant or prize money, you need to verify your name and zip code, and 
you need to act now. They might direct you to call another number. Or they might 
simply ask you to drive to a store to buy gift cards or a Western Union or other 
office that handles cash transfers. They’ll tell you to purchase gift cards or a 
MoneyGram, then either give the person on the phone the gift card numbers or 
send the MoneyGram cash to someone to “activate” your account. They might 
ask for your credit card number. They might even promise your money will be 
refunded. Do this sound fishy enough yet? But police say scammers know they 
can play on people’s emotions, from their excitement at being offered money to 
their feelings that they need to respond to a high-pressure sales pitch. Do not fall 
for it! If someone you don’t know contacts you and makes these sorts of 
promises, it’s a scam. Police say there are many variations to the con. One 
variation always pops up during tax season and tries to separate you from your 
refund and your personal information. Older variations of the scams might claim 
there is a problem with your social security number; a warrant for your arrest or 
for missed jury duty; a grandchild or other relative needing funds to get out of jail; 
and more. The con artists might try to alarm you, scare you, or entice you. But the 
end result is always the same: You are out of money and they might exploit your 
identity for future crimes. No police agency, federal agency, or legitimate business 
ever requires you to get cash or purchase a gift card. If you receive such calls, 
hang up. If it’s an email, delete it. Follow your instincts. Never feel embarrassed 
about confirming the identity of a caller or contacting police through a number you 
look up. / SPORTS: In college sports: Number 10 Arizona completed a season 
sweep of the 11th-ranked Oregon Women’s Basketball team yesterday afternoon, 
79-59. The Duck women host Cal on Friday at 4 p.m. The game is being carried 
by the Pac-12 Networks. ; The Oregon men’s basketball team takes on Arizona 



State on Thursday in Tempe. Tip-off is 6 p.m. and the game is being carried by 
ESPN. ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team lost to Colorado Monday in 
Boulder, 78-49. The Beavs take on Arizona in Tucson on Thursday at 5 p.m. the 
Pac-12 Networks are broadcasting the game. ; The Oregon State Women’s 
Basketball team is set to return to play after a COVID-related pause on Friday 
against Stanford in Corvallis. If all goes according to schedule, that game tips off 
at 8 p.m. on the Pac-12 networks. / UTILITIES, ENVIRONMENT: Federal 
authorities on Monday upheld the state of Oregon's finding that a major West 
Coast liquified natural gas pipeline and export terminal proposed in Coos Bay is 
not consistent with its coastal zone management plans. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report Jordan Cove's Canadian backers, Pembina Pipeline Corp., 
had appealed the state's finding to the U.S. Commerce Department. The 
company hoped the Trump Administration would override the state's federally 
delegated authority to determine if projects are consistent with the Coastal Zone 
Management Act. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration declined 
to do so, saying the company had failed to show that the project is consistent with 
the law. Pembina did not immediately respond to a request for comment. / 
CRIME, HEALTH: A new study has found that jail populations across the U.S. 
dropped by nearly a quarter at the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, before 
rising slightly again in the heat of the summer. The report released Tuesday by 
the nonprofit MacArthur Foundation and City University of New York's Institute for 
State and Local Governance examined jail populations at 26 locations and found 
that the average number of inmates decreased 24 percent from February 2020 to 
April 2020, largely due to fewer bookings. The study found that jail populations 
rose slightly over the summer but were still down 14 percent in October compared 
to February 2020. / LAW ENFORCEMENT, GOVERNMENT: Former President 
Trump appointee, Oregon U.S. Attorney Billy J. Williams, is among the U.S. 
attorneys nationwide directed Tuesday to step down as the Biden administration 
seeks to replace them. The Oregonian/OregonLive reports Acting Attorney 
General Wilkinson instructed most presidentially appointed U.S. Attorneys to 
submit resignations effective Feb. 28. First Assistant U.S. Attorney Scott Asphaug 
is expected to take over the top prosecutor's job in an acting capacity before a 
new appointment is made. / RACIAL JUSTICE, POLITICS: An Oregon lawmaker 
is trying to repeal an arcane state law that critics say allowed officers to threaten 
racial injustice protesters in Portland with arrest, tear gas and rubber bullets if 
they didn't disperse. Police are allowed to do that under an Oregon law that critics 
say allows police to violate people's First Amendment rights to free speech and 
peaceful assembly. A Black lawmaker in the predominantly white state held a 
hearing on her legislation Monday. Law enforcement has already begun lining up 
against it. Other states have dealt with the issue. In 1971, the Virginia Supreme 
Court invalidated Virginia's unlawful assembly statute on First Amendment 
grounds. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: What feels like the first taste of 
winter is approaching today. Arctic air is pushing southward from Canada into the 
Columbia Basin this afternoon, which will cause temperatures across much of the 
northern part of the state to plunge around midday. Things will remain cold in 
those areas through the weekend. The timing of the system is still a bit soft. So, 
too, is the dividing line between a mix of snow and freezing rain and “regular rain.” 
Meteorologists with the National Weather Service in Portland think most of the 
frigid air will remain north of Corvallis. Little if any ice is expected south of Albany. 
But snow and freezing rain might fall in the hills outside Salem and McMinnville. 
North of Newberg and through the Portland area, forecasters are predicting a 
brief period of freezing rain before the precipitation turning to snow on the valley 
floor. The wintry conditions will stretch up through Western Washington. The 
National Weather Service is forecasting 2-6 inches of snow in the Portland and 
Vancouver, Washington, areas along with light ice accumulation. The worst 
conditions will be in the Columbia Gorge—including Interstate 84 and the Hood 
River Valley—where drivers could see 5 to 9 inches of snow and some ice, as 
well as east winds gusting to 50 to 70 mph. That could produce blizzard 
conditions throughout the day. In the Oregon Cascades, Willamette Pass north 
could see a mix of freezing rain and snow arriving later today and continuing into 
the weekend. This, along with gusty winds and wind chills could create 
treacherous driving conditions for those heading over the mountains. Cold air also 
will push toward the Northern and North-Central Oregon Coast. There is a 
possibility of freezing rain on Coast Range passes from U.S. Highway 20 north. 
Two- to six-inches of snow may fall on the northern Coast Range with up to one-
third of an inch of ice. On the coast itself, no snow or ice is expected south of 
Lincoln City. But there might be light freezing rain on some coastal roads and 
highways north of there. The heaviest precipitation continues through Friday 
afternoon, followed by a brief break in the weather before another storm system 
rolls in Friday night into Saturday. This storm, say forecasters, is similar to the first 
one but potentially stronger. That could bring more freezing rain and snow to 
those parts of the state, even as the second storms takes a slightly more northerly 
track. / SPORTS, EDUCATION: For the first time since last spring, Oregon 
Governor Kate Brown says some outdoor contact sports, including high school 



football, may resume this week. It came as the Oregon Health Authority reported 
that last week saw a "sharp decrease" in daily cases, hospitalizations and deaths 
across the state. In "lower risk" and "moderate risk" counties, practices and 
games for outdoor contact sports may resume without additional restrictions. In 
"high risk" and "extreme risk" counties, where COVID-19 remains more 
widespread—and that includes Lane, Linn, Benton, and Douglas Counties—
schools and other sports organizations may opt-in to resuming outdoor contact 
sports with additional health protocols in place. That includes on-site COVID-19 
testing for symptomatic individuals, contact information for contact tracing and a 
waiver identifying health and safety risks and a commitment to isolation and 
quarantine if exposed to COVID-19. In addition, the governor says that schools 
located in “high risk” and “extreme risk” counties must have at least limited in-
person instruction and be on a path to achieving hybrid or full in-person 
instruction for students during this school year. Brown says it is not lost on her 
that her decision allows sports like football to resume while many high school 
classrooms remain empty. She says that if school gyms, weight rooms, and 
playing fields reopen, it is essential that in-person academics—including 
classrooms, libraries, and science labs—must fully reopen, as well. That puts 
added pressure on local districts to begin or maintain at least some in-person 
learning to clear the way for expanded prep sports, including the postponed high 
school football season. Brown said she heard from many student athletes, 
parents, and coaches asking for the opportunity to resume contact sports. She 
noted that school sports play an important role in fostering students’ mental, 
emotional, and physical health. But she adds that teams must follow health and 
safety precautions to protect athletes, their families, and their communities by 
practicing and playing safely and doing everything they can to prevent the spread 
of COVID. If cases begin to spike, she warns contact sports might have to be shut 
down. Schools and sports organizations in “high risk” and “extreme risk” counties 
that do not opt in and implement the protocols and requirements will continue to 
be limited to non-contact sports, practices and games. The Oregon School 
Activities Association or OSAA is working to finalize abbreviated six-week 
seasons for prep football, soccer, volleyball, and cross-country squads that will 
begin in the next month and continue into May. Indoor contact sports are still 
banned for now. That includes high school basketball and wrestling. ; As COVID-
19 cases across the state decrease, Brown said the Oregon Health Authority also 
is reviewing and updating the exemption for college sports. That allows Division 2, 
Division 3, and NAIA schools to submit health and safety plans to resume their 
college athletics. Officials with those schools and their athletes have complained 
for months that it is unfair for larger universities—including the University of 
Oregon and Oregon State—to be able to reopen their sports programs while 
smaller colleges have not. The governor says those small-college programs will 
be held to the same rigorous standards as Oregon’s Division 1 programs. That 
includes creating systems for regular COVID-19 testing, contact-tracing, and 
other health and safety protocols for practices and games. / SPORTS: In college 
basketball: The Oregon men’s basketball team takes on Arizona State this 
evening in Tempe. Tip-off is 6 p.m. and the game is being carried by ESPN. ; The 
Oregon State Men’s Basketball team meets Arizona in Tucson this evening at 5 
p.m. The Pac-12 Networks are broadcasting the game. ; The 11th-ranked Oregon 
Women’s Basketball team will not play Friday’s scheduled game against Cal. The 



Golden Bears have too many injuries and are unable to field a minimum roster. 
The Duck women host Number Five Stanford on Monday afternoon. The game 
tips off at 4 p.m. on ESPN2. ; The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team is set 
to return to play on Friday against fifth-ranked Stanford in Corvallis. That game 
tips off at 8 p.m. on the Pac-12 networks. / HEALTH: More than 36,000 Lane 
County residents have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. 
More than 11,800 of those are fully vaccinated. It comes as Lane County Public 
Health and their local partners work to roll out the first 5,500 doses of vaccine this 
week for seniors ages 80 and older. Supplies remain limited, but officials hope to 
expand vaccinations for that age group in the next couple of weeks. Some local 
health care providers have already been told they are receiving doses and 
contacted some of their patients to schedule appointments. The county hopes to 
vaccinate 1,500 others, starting with the oldest members of the 80-plus age 
group, through an invitation-only mass vaccination clinic on Sunday. If you 
provided an email address for notifications, keep an eye on your email messages 
for a possible invite. If you provided a phone numbers for calls or text alerts, 
check your phone regularly. Statewide, more than 604,000 Oregonians have 
received at least their first dose of vaccine and more than 155,000 are fully 
immunized. ; Lane County Public Health yesterday reported 47 new cases of 
COVID-19 and two additional deaths——both of whom are 84-year-old men. 
Fourteen Lane County residents are hospitalized. Two of those patients are in 
intensive care. Officials say 247 Lane County residents remain infectious and 
close to 500 more are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone 
who later tested positive for the virus. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 555 new COVID cases and 13 additional deaths. That brings the state’s 
infection total since the start of the pandemic to 148,475 and the death toll to 
2,044. At the same time, state health officials say the number of cases decreased 
last week by 15 percent to their lowest weekly total in three months. New COVID-
19 related hospitalizations fell by eight percent from one week earlier. And virus-
related deaths decreased to 66 — the lowest weekly total since mid-November. 
Nationwide, 27.2-million Americans have contracted COVID-19 and more than 
471,000 have died from its complications. / HEALTH, WEATHER: A Portland 
hospital system has canceled weekend vaccine clinics at three sites because of a 
major winter snowstorm expected to hit the Portland area. Oregon Health & 
Science University said they are concerned about safety amid a forecast that the 
Portland area could receive snow and freezing rain today and tomorrow. OHSU 
vaccination clinic officials spent much of yesterday notifying patients, including 
many ages 80 and older, and rescheduling their appointments. / HEALTH: A new 
government study finds that wearing two masks can be better than one in 
protecting against coronavirus spread. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported the results of a lab experiment. The researchers found 
particles were blocked twice as much when two masks were worn. The CDC says 
a cloth mask worn over a surgical mask can tighten the gaps around the mask’s 
edges that can let virus particles in. The researchers found wearing one mask 
blocked around 40 percent of the particles coming in during an experiment. When 
a cloth mask was worn on top of a surgical mask, about 80 percent of particles 
were blocked. The U.S. leads the world with 2.7 million confirmed cases and 
more than 468,000 confirmed deaths. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, COMMUNITY: 
The wildfire-gutted city of Detroit, Oregon, is receiving a $1 million federal grant to 



restore running water to residents. It comes after the town’s water treatment 
facility burned during last year’s Labor Day fires. The grant for the City of Detroit 
should allow it to create a temporary ultrafiltration packaged plant to supply 
potable water. The Statesman Journal reports that it could take anywhere from 
two weeks to more than a month to get the treated water flowing. Detroit has a 
population of about 80 and was devastated during the Beachie Creek Fire when it 
raced through Santiam Canyon. / HOMELESSNESS, GOVERNMENT, LEGAL: 
Cities and counties in Oregon looking to ban homeless people from sitting, 
sleeping and camping on public land may soon face a new barrier under a 
proposed bill introduced by state lawmakers earlier this month. House Bill 3115 
would require local governments to be "objectively reasonable" when regulating 
sitting lying, sleeping or keeping warm and dry on public property. If passed, the 
bill will largely force cities statewide to comply with a precedent-setting "camping 
lawsuit" out of Boise, Idaho. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that 
prosecuting people for sleeping on the streets, when there are no shelter beds 
available, as unconstitutional and cruel and unusual punishment. The U.S. 
Supreme Court declined to hear an appeal. / CRIME: A Junction City man has 
been found guilty of nearly two dozen charges related to the alleged sexual abuse 
of a child. The Albany Democrat-Herald reports 36-year-old Michael Long was 
found guilty last week in Linn County Circuit Court of 10 counts of sexual abuse, 
five counts of encouraging child sexual abuse, three counts of unlawful sexual 
penetration, three counts of sodomy, and one count of strangulation. Prosecutor 
Julia Baker says the jury found him guilty on all charges after about an hour of 
deliberation. Long is scheduled to be sentenced April 6 and could receive more 
than 150 years in prison. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY: The first of two winter storms swept across much of 
northern Oregon yesterday, bringing snow and freezing rain to some areas. The 
Arctic air dipped a bit lower than forecasters expected—reaching the Corvallis 
and Albany area overnight and creating icy roads up through Portland and into 
the Columbia Gorge. This morning, Corvallis and Albany have seen some 
freezing rain and rain mixed with snow. Watch for icy roads, parking lots, and 
sidewalks. Slow down when driving, assume that wet pavement might be frozen, 
and allow extra space between vehicles. Watch for freezing rain through the mid-
Willamette Valley and thicker ice accumulations than first forecast in the Salem, 
Independence, and Monmouth areas. The Portland area is also receiving freezing 
rain mixed with snow in the higher elevations. In the Columbia Gorge, blowing 
snow created blizzard conditions yesterday evening with winds gusting to 60 
miles an hour. Driving remains treacherous, with visibilities of less than one-
quarter of a mile in some areas. The northern Coast Range is seeing some light 
freezing rain and small accumulations of snow on the coastal passes. In the 
Cascades, Santiam Pass received six inches of snow overnight. Willamette Pass 
received only an inch or two. But forecasts call for heavy snow through the 
weekend and some freezing rain at lower elevations through Saturday night. 
Conditions should ease a bit this afternoon, but another winter storm arrives 
tonight and is potentially much stronger. Forecasters say it could drop 4-6 inches 
of snow on the Portland area and up to two inches north of Corvallis. An expected 
nine inches of new snow could clog Interstate 84 through the Columbia Gorge. 
Forecasters say they cannot rule out some snow reaching south into the southern 
Willamette Valley and Eugene-Springfield, but the current weather models call for 
us to stay well above freezing and see rain with just a few pockets of freezing rain 
in the Cascade foothills. / HEALTH: More than 37,000 Lane County residents 
have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. More than 12,200 of 
those are fully vaccinated. It comes as Lane County Public Health and their local 
partners continue to roll out the first 5,500 doses of vaccine this week for seniors 
ages 80 and older. Some local health care providers and pharmacies have 
received limited doses and begun vaccinating their oldest and most vulnerable 
patients. Lane County is holding an invitation-only mass vaccination clinic on 
Sunday for 1,500 of the oldest members of the 80-plus age group. Those slots 



are already filled, and the county has filled its waiting list. If enough doses arrive 
next week, the county hopes to hold another invitation-only vaccine clinic and do 
the same the following week. Local public health officials say they have been told 
that counties which have been successful in staging mass-vaccination clinics will 
receive some additional doses in the coming weeks. Lane County expects to be 
among them. If you are age 80 or older and provided an email address or phone 
number for notifications, keep an eye out for email messages, text messages, or 
calls. County health officials continue to encourage people to preregister for 
vaccination on their webpage at www.lanecounty.org They add that if your health 
care provider or pharmacy calls about preregistration to get on those lists, too. 
But do not call them: They will call you. Statewide, more than 455,000 
Oregonians have received at least their first dose of vaccine and more than 
163,000 are fully immunized. ; Lane County Public Health yesterday reported 57 
new cases of COVID-19 but no additional deaths. We have seen more than 9,700 
(9,724) infections in the past 11 months. Our pandemic death toll stands at 119. 
Fifteen Lane County residents are hospitalized. Two of those patients are in 
intensive care. Officials say 229 Lane County residents remain infectious and 469 
more are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later 
tested positive for the virus. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 621 
new COVID cases and 12 additional deaths. That brings the state’s infection total 
since the start of the pandemic to 149,082 and the death toll to 2,056. Nationwide, 
27.3-million Americans have contracted COVID-19 and more than 475,000 have 
died from its complications. ; Lane County Government continues to share 
updates about the pandemic and local COVID vaccination efforts on its website. 
Did you already preregister but make an error on your form? Or did you 
preregister before Lane County added the section where you may list a qualifying 
preexisting condition? If so, you may send an email to 
covidvaccine@lanecountyor.gov Include your name and contact information along 
with the corrected information. You also may dial 541-682-1380 and ask to be 
transferred to the vaccination preregistration call center. But officials warn there 
can be a long wait while other calls are being answered. The call center will be 
closed on Mon., Feb. 15 for President’s Day. If you need to add a preexisting 
condition to your earlier online submission, here is the list of conditions that are 
currently recognized: Chronic kidney disease; COPD (chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease); Obesity (BMI of 30 or higher); Immunocompromised state 
(weakened immune system) from solid organ transplant; Serious heart conditions, 
such as heart failure, coronary artery disease, or cardiomyopathies; Sickle cell 
disease; Type 2 diabetes. If you are preregistering for the first time, you will be 
able to include information about your preexisting condition(s) when you fill out 
your online form. You do not need to fill out another preregistration form if you 
have already received your first dose and are awaiting your second dose. You will 
be contacted by the organization that provided your first dose in the same way 
they contacted you earlier. They will let you know when, where, and how to get 
that second dose. One important note about helping out those who might not 
have an internet connection or might face challenges trying to preregister online: 
If you are able to assist those family, friends, and neighbors by entering their 
online preregistration information online for them, please do. Remember to enter 
their phone number (not yours) in the contact information section of the form. 
Some important things to keep in mind for first-time pre-registrants: When you 



sign up, you will enter some basic contact information, answer questions about 
the age group into which you fall, whether you are working and whether your job 
involves face-to-face contact with the public, and whether you have any of a 
number of preexisting conditions. You will see a confirmation page after you click 
to submit the form. You will begin receiving regular newsletters with updates from 
Lane County and you will be notified when you are eligible for vaccination and 
when a dose is available for you. When it’s your turn to be vaccinated, you will 
receive information from the organization that will provide your vaccination—it 
might be a pharmacy, healthcare provider, or other healthcare partner working 
with Lane County Public Health. / GOVERNMENT, FINANCES, EMPLOYMENT, 
HEALTH: The IRS begins accepting tax returns today, both online and by mail. 
Experts encourage you to do your taxes early to reduce the chance that 
fraudsters might try to file for a refund in your name. They also encourage you to 
e-file for faster processing. Tax-filing looks a bit different this year because of the 
pandemic. If you worked from home, received a relief payment, took on some gig 
work or filed unemployment benefits, you’ll need to list those details and amounts. 
RELIEF CHECKS: The two rounds of economic impact payments sent to millions 
of Americas are not taxable income. But people who did not get their payments, 
or received less than they were due, can get the proper amount by claiming the 
Recovery Rebate Credit on their 2020 taxes. As a reminder, the first round of 
payments was worth up to $1,200 per eligible adult and $500 per dependent; the 
second was worth up to $600 for each eligible household member. Those who 
received a larger economic impact payment than they were due will not be 
penalized. Oregon is one of six states that has a limited subtraction for federal 
taxes paid as part of its state income tax calculation. The maximum amount 
changes every year because it is indexed for inflation. If you received an 
Economic Impact Payment, it might affect some of those numbers depending on 
your income level. HOME OFFICE: Working from home became the norm for 
many in 2020, but few will be able to claim their expenses for their new home 
office setup. That’s because the home-office deduction can only be taken by 
businesses or the self-employed. Employees can no longer claim any 
unreimbursed expenses following the last tax overhaul. To properly claim a home 
office, it must be used “exclusively and regularly” as the principal place of 
business, said Lisa Greene-Lewis, a CPA and tax expert at TurboTax. That 
means the table where your kids do their homework, your family eats dinner, and 
you do your work does not count. Side note: It won’t affect your federal taxes but 
if you relocated to a different state during the pandemic, you may owe state taxes 
in more than one location. TAX CREDITS: Congress put a temporary “lookback” 
provision in place for this tax season that could help many low and moderate-
income households. The provision allows taxpayers to use either their 2019 or 
2020 income when claiming the Earned Income Tax Credit or Child Tax Credit. 
The eligibility and size of these credits vary based on household size and income. 
In general, the less earned, the larger the credit. However, rampant 
unemployment put some families at risk of missing out or getting a smaller credit 
as unemployment is not considered “earned income” in the eyes of the IRS. In 
response, lawmakers are allowing taxpayers to pick which year’s income would 
yield the greatest benefit. INVESTING: A number of people jumped into the stock 
market for the first time in 2020. But tax experts warn these investing newbies 
may not be fully aware of their tax obligation. The most important thing to 



understand is you only pay taxes on investments when you “realize” their gains. If 
you bought a stock in 2020 and its value went up — you won’t pay taxes on those 
gains until you sell. And if it sank in value, the same rules of “realizing” apply. It 
hurts to have a loss, but you can use those to offset your gains, up to a limit. It’s 
also important to understand that gains are taxed differently depending on how 
long you held on to the investment. If you sell a stock you held for less than a 
year, they are taxed at the higher short term capital gains rate, versus the lower 
long term capital gains rate for investments held for more than a year. And if you 
are a higher income household, you may also face a net investment income tax 
on capital gains and other investment income. Made a killing at GameStop or 
another short squeeze? That won’t come up until 2021 taxes, which aren’t due 
until next year. But it would be wise start making plans or anticipated payments 
on those taxes now. Some types of trading activity can be complicated, so it may 
be wise to seek professional help in preparing your taxes. FRAUD: Taxpayers 
may face a new challenge this year due to rampant unemployment fraud. While 
millions of people sought legitimate unemployment benefit claims during 2020, 
scammers seized on the opportunity to commit identity fraud and make fake 
unemployment claims. California alone paid out $10.4 billion in fraudulent claims, 
according to a recent audit. The IRS says taxpayers who receive Forms 1099-G 
for unemployment benefits they did not receive to contact their state for a 
corrected form showing they did not receive these benefits. Taxpayers who are 
unable to obtain a timely, corrected form from states should still file an accurate 
tax return, reporting only the income they actually received. GIG WORK: If you 
jumped into gig work, like many did during 2020, be ready at tax time. A big shock 
may be facing the self-employment tax rate, which for 2020 is 15.3 percent on the 
first $137,700 of net income to cover Social Security and Medicare tax. This is not 
the same as income tax. One way to help offset this strain is to make sure to 
claim all your expenses, said Greene-Lewis. This includes supplies, advertising or 
marketing startup costs, or any equipment or dedicated home office. If you were 
driving for a ride sharing service or delivery company, make sure to claim all the 
mileage you are eligible for. Consider smaller items too, like supplies for the car 
or car washing, which are eligible expenses. CHARITY: One bright spot for the 
year is a new, temporary deduction for charitable donations. Taxpayers can 
deduct up to $300 for cash donations given to charity even if they don’t itemize 
their deduction. The IRS estimates that about nine in 10 taxpayers now take the 
standard deduction instead of itemizing.  / RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: They 
were postponed one year because of the pandemic. But a reminder from the 
Willamette and Deschutes National Forests for those of you planning a trip into 
the Three Sisters, Mt. Washington, and Mt. Jefferson Wilderness areas: Those 
limited-entry permits for the Central Cascades Wilderness area go into effect on 
May 28 for the summer season and are required through September 24. The 
“Central Cascades Wildernesses limited-entry system” is designed to control 
overcrowding along 19 of the 79 trails and overnight spots in those popular 
Wilderness areas. The idea: Ensure the wilderness actually looks and feels like 
wilderness. There are some exceptions for Pacific Crest Trail hikers, volunteers, 
and hunters. More information about the permits can be found at 
https://go.usa.gov/xsrZF The reservation window for the permits opens at 7 a.m. 
on April 6 at www.Recreation.gov The Forest Service encourages everyone to “go 
online, don’t stand in line.” Permits will be available in the following allotments: 



Overnight Use Availability: 40 percent full season available on April 6. 60 percent 
available on a 7-day rolling window. Day Use Availability: 20-50 percent of a 
trailhead’s full season will be available on April 6. 50-80 percent of a trailhead’s 
permits will be available on a 7-day rolling window to allow for people to take 
more spontaneous trips. Reservations can also be made by calling 1-877-444-
6777. Individuals can also get permits at Deschutes and Willamette National 
Forest offices, but it should be noted due to COVID, National Forest offices may 
be closed to the public. People should call the office ahead of time to make sure it 
is open. Processing fees will be applied to the permits regardless of how they are 
reserved. Day-use permits will be charged $1.00 per permit per person. 
Overnight-use permits will be charged $6.00 per trip. Overnight permits can 
include up to 12 people for a trip of up to 14 days. / DISASTERS, WILDFIRE 
RECOVERY, GOVERNMENT, LOW-INCOME, FINANCES, HOUSING: There 
were more than 24,000 applications for federal disaster assistance after the 
catastrophic Labor Day wildfires across parts of Oregon. More than $34-million 
dollars in federal aid has been approved. But more than half of those claims—
about 57 percent—were denied. In many cases, officials say it was because they 
included were fraudulent registrations—more than 8,900 of them discovered so 
far. In other instances, there were errors or omissions on forms submitted to 
FEMA or applicants did not include a required document. Disaster-relief officials 
are encouraging residents and property owners to update their applications and 
continue with the assistance process. In other instances, more than one family or 
multiple unrelated individuals were living at the same address. Under federal 
rules, only one adult at each address may apply. Oregon Public Broadcasting 
reports that many of those who have been denied assistance are those with lower 
incomes. For some, English is a second language, which also led to errors on 
applications. In some fire zones, residents who lived in mobile homes are finding 
it difficult to assemble the paperwork to prove that they had title to the mobile 
home, a lease agreement, or paid rent for a number of months. Some never 
registered their mobile home with the state. Applicants are potentially eligible for 
up to 12 types of FEMA’s disaster assistance, but each type has its own set of 
requirements and eligibility criteria. FEMA officials encourage those who were 
denied and feel they have legitimate claims to appeal the agency’s decisions. 
Often, they say the appeals process might be as simple as correcting a typo or 
providing a missing document. But advocates for disaster victims and legal aid 
attorneys say appealing FEMA’s denials is anything but simple; and that by 
denying so many people the first time, the agency is using a complex 
bureaucratic process to weed out those needing the most help. They say FEMA’s 
denial letters are not always clear about how applicants can amend their 
applications. For example, several Oregon applicants said they were denied 
assistance because they have homeowner’s insurance; a common 
misunderstanding, since FEMA often lists homeowners’ insurance as a reason for 
denial. FEMA officials say they can help those who have homeowners’ insurance, 
but that it requires applicants to take some extra steps. / RECREATION, 
FISHERIES< ENVIRONMENT: Make fishing part of your President’s Day 
Weekend/Valentine’s Day plans. Everyone can fish, clam and crab for free in 
Oregon on Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 13-14. No fishing licenses or tags 
(including a Combined Angling Tag, Columbia River Basin Endorsement or Two-
Rod Validation) are required by Oregon residents or nonresidents to fish, crab or 



clam in Oregon on those dates. Although no licenses or tags are required these 
two days, all other fishing regulations apply including closures, bag limits and size 
restrictions. See the Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations to find out more and 
remember to check for any in-season regulation changes, especially for salmon 
and steelhead fishing, in the Zone where you will be fishing by visiting the 
Recreation Report. You can also check the Recreation Report for the best fishing 
opportunities this time of year. With winter weather forecast for the weekend, ice 
fishing for trout or yellow perch could be an option, but be sure the ice is safe, 
wear safety gear and follow these other tips. Several waterbodies in NW, SW and 
Willamette zones will be stocked with trout, a good option for beginners. Crabbing 
and clamming page has lots of information about how to and where to. 
Remember to take extra precautions during winter and never turn your back on 
the ocean. Always call the ODA Shellfish safety hotline at 1-800-448-2474 or 
check the Oregon Department of Agriculture’s Recreational Shellfish page before 
you go shellfishing. The Oregon Department of Agriculture regularly tests shellfish 
and closes areas when naturally occurring biotoxins get to levels that make crabs 
and clams unsafe to eat. As of today, razor clamming is closed along the entire 
coast due to domoic acid levels. Crabbing, bay clamming, and mussel harvesting 
are open along the entire coast. Check for access before you go. ODFW does not 
control access to land or facilities (such as boat ramps) that it doesn’t manage. / 
SPORTS: In college basketball: The Oregon men’s basketball team defeated 
Arizona State, 75-64, last night in Tempe. The Ducks have a Saturday morning 
game against Arizona that tips off at 11 a.m. in Tucson. The game is being 
carried by ESPN2. ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team lost at Arizona last 
night, 70-61. The Beavs are back in action Sunday afternoon at Arizona State. 
The 4 p.m. game is being broadcast by ESPN2. ; The 11th-ranked Oregon 
Women’s Basketball team will not play today’s scheduled game against Cal. The 
Golden Bears have too many injuries and are unable to field a minimum roster. 
The Duck women host Number Five Stanford on Monday afternoon. The game 
tips off at 4 p.m. on ESPN2. ; The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team is set 
to return to play today against fifth-ranked Stanford in Corvallis. That game tips off 
at 8 p.m. on the Pac-12 networks. ; Also in Oregon Sports: The Oregon Softball 
team returns to the field for the first time in 11 months when it opens its 2021 
season with five games in three days in Phoenix. The Ducks will play a 
doubleheader against Weber State and Montana today starting at 9 a.m. They’ll 
meet the same two teams again over the weekend and also play Grand Canyon. ; 
Oregon Volleyball returns to Matthew Knight Arena today and Saturday for 
matches with Arizona. Friday’s competition begins at noon, Saturday’s at 11 a.m. 
Both matches will be live-streamed. / CRIME: Eugene Police don’t normally don 
wetsuits as part of a drug investigation. But that’s what happened Tuesday night 
when a member of the Street Crimes Unit needed to gather evidence tossed into 
the Millrace by a suspect in a drug case. With the help of some extra lighting from 
Eugene-Springfield fire, police say they recovered wet cash, as well as evidence 
of narcotics dealing in a nearby short-term motel room. 42-year-old Nicholas 
Turre Jason was charged in connection with the case, as was 37-year-old Eric 
Brandon Kelsay—whom police say was a passenger in a vehicle that was 
stopped by officers. / ENVIRONMENT, LEGAL: A federal judge has overturned a 
Trump administration action that allowed mining and other development on 10 
million acres in parts of western states that are considered important for the 



survival of a struggling bird species. U.S. District Judge Lynn Winmill said in 
Thursday's ruling that the decision under Trump to cancel a prior effort to ban 
mining failed to fully consider how the move would affect greater sage grouse. 
The wide-ranging, chicken-sized bird has seen a dramatic population drop in 
recent decades. Winmill says the U.S. Interior Department’s Bureau of Land 
Management must reconsider whether mining should be allowed. / SAFETY, 
WOMEN, TRANSPORTATION: The smaller, lighter vehicles women more often 
drive, and the types of crashes they get into, may explain why they are much 
more likely to suffer a serious injury in a collision than men. The findings are part 
of a new study by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. It looked into 
whether there was a gender bias in research into vehicle crashes or whether body 
type had anything to do with the injuries. They analyzed injuries of men and 
women in police-reported tow-away front and side crashes from 1998 to 2015. 
They found that in front crashes, women were three times as likely to break a 
bone, suffer a concussion or other moderate injury — and twice as likely to suffer 
a collapsed lung or traumatic brain injury. Men and women crashed in minivans 
and SUVs in about equal proportions, the researchers found. But around 70 
percent of women crashed in cars, compared with about 60 percent of men. Men 
are also more likely to be driving the striking vehicle in two-vehicle front-to-rear 
and front-to-side crashes. "The numbers indicate that women more often drive 
smaller, lighter cars and are more likely than men to be driving the struck vehicle 
in side-impact and front-into-rear crashes," says Jessica Jermakian, IIHS VP of 
vehicle research. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY: We dodged a major ice and snowstorm here in the 
Eugene-Springfield area, but many to the north of us were not so lucky. At least 
200,000 people are still without power in the Portland area and mid-Willamette 
Valley after three days of freezing rain, sleet, and snow. Major highways were 
closed by thousands of fallen trees and treacherous driving conditions. On 
Saturday morning alone, more than 1,200 power lines were down in the storm 
areas. Crews often had to cut through downed an ice-damaged trees to get to 
utility sites and make repairs. Interstate 84 was closed for the better part of 36 
hours as hundreds of trucks parked in communities on either side of the 45-mile 
closure through the Columbia Gorge, waiting for better driving conditions. The 
interstate reopened yesterday but remained slow going. Similarly, portions of 
Oregon Highways 18 and 22 in the Coast Range were closed for part of the 
weekend. Crews said stretches of each highway had more than 400 downed 
trees. Governor Brown declared a State of Emergency Saturday in nine Oregon 
Counties, including Benton and Linn Counties, which saw freezing rain Friday into 
Saturday. ; A car fell from the Glenn L. Jackson Memorial Bridge and into the 
Columbia River Sunday night. That prompted a search effort by the Multnomah 
County Sheriff’s Office Marine Patrol Unit. The vehicle was discovered but divers 
had not entered the water to search as of 8:25 p.m., Portland Fire & Rescue 
spokesperson Tremaine Clayton said. The vehicle was reportedly traveling south 
on the span of Interstate 205 that connects Oregon and Washington. The frigid 
weather and snowfall that blanketed the Portland area led officials to urge 
motorists to stay home Sunday. ; The ice storm had a big effect on freight. As a 
45-mile stretch of Interstate 84 closed for a day-and-a-half through the Columbia 
Gorge, thousands of semis and trailers filled parking spots in Portland Troutdale, 
Hood River, the Dalles, and Biggs Junction. / BUSINESS, WEATHER: This was 
not the Valentine’s weekend many businesses in the mid- and northern-
Willamette Valley anticipated. As freezing rain, snow, and sleet swept across 
Northern Oregon, it not only snarled highways and city streets, but it also shut 
down many businesses that were relying on robust Valentine’s Day business to 
help turn around this year’s continued economic slowdown during the pandemic. 
Think of those affected: restaurants, florists, and others. With no guarantee those 
traditional purchases will happen once things thaw. / WEATHER, HEALTH: One 



of the effects of the weekend snow and ice storms in the northern Willamette 
Valley were canceled appointments for thousands of seniors seeking their first 
doses of COVID vaccine. It simply was not safe for those age 80 and older or for 
medical staff to travel to the sites. Additionally, the storms stalled COVID testing 
efforts. And many Portland-area hospital systems have canceled or postponed 
elective surgeries and other medical appointments at least through today. / 
HEALTH: More than 40,000 Lane County residents have received at least their 
first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. More than 13,600 of those are fully vaccinated. It 
comes as Lane County Public Health and their local partners continued to roll out 
the first 5,500 doses of vaccine this week for seniors ages 80 and older—
including 1,500 doses at a Sunday invitation-only mass-vaccination clinic. If 
enough doses arrive this week, the county hopes to hold another invitation-only 
vaccine clinic this coming weekend. Some local health care providers and 
pharmacies also spent part of the weekend continuing to vaccinate their oldest 
and most vulnerable patients. County health officials continue to encourage 
people to preregister for vaccination on their webpage at www.lanecounty.org 
They add that if your health care provider or pharmacy calls about preregistration 
to get on those lists, too. But do not call them: They will call you. Today is the first 
day that seniors ages 75 and older become eligible to receive vaccinations. But 
with so many who are 80-plus still waiting to receive their first doses, it might be a 
week or so before those between the ages of 75 and 79 begin receiving emails, 
text messages, or phone calls. Statewide, more than half-a-million Oregonians 
have received at least their first dose of vaccine and more than 192,000 are fully 
immunized. ; Lane County Public Health yesterday reported 32 new cases of 
COVID-19 but no additional deaths. We have seen more than 9,800 (9,846) 
infections in the past 11 months. Our pandemic death toll stands at 121. Eighteen 
Lane County residents are hospitalized. Two of those patients are in intensive 
care. Officials say 249 Lane County residents remain infectious and hundreds 
more are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later 
tested positive for the virus. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 254 
new COVID cases but no new deaths. While death and infection rates have been 
dropping slowly in Oregon, the weekend ice storm also likely slowed state testing 
and reporting. Oregon’s infection total since the start of the pandemic topped 
150,000 (150,281) over the weekend as the statewide death toll exceeded 2,100 
(2,127). Nationwide, 27.6-million Americans have contracted COVID-19 and more 
than 485,000 have died from its complications. ; Officials from the Oregon Health 
Authority reported Friday that four people in Oregon, who have been fully 
vaccinated with the COVID-19 vaccine, tested positive for the coronavirus. Two of 
those cases are in Lane County. Health officials call these “breakthrough cases.” 
On Friday, State Epidemiologist Dr. Dean Sidelinger with the Oregon Health 
Authority said genome sequencing is underway to determine whether the patients 
were infected with one of the new COVID variants. Sidelinger noted that no 
vaccine is 100 percent effective, even though both the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines have close to 95 percent effectiveness rates. But he says those four 
patients—who were two weeks past their second doses and considered fully 
immunized—reported mild symptoms or, in some cases, no symptoms. He says 
that seems to indicate that even if the vaccine did not fully block an infection, it 
minimized its impact. Oregon one of the first states in the nation to report a 
handful of “breakthrough cases.” In addition to the two cases in Lane County, the 



two other cases are in Yamhill County. Even when you are fully vaccinated, 
medical experts advise you to take precautions to protect yourself and others 
against the coronavirus — because a small portion of people are still susceptible 
to infection and it’s unknown if fully vaccinated people might be silent spreaders. 
Those precautions include wearing masks, washing hands frequently and 
physically distancing from others who haven’t yet received their vaccines. / 
HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, FINANCES, EMPLOYMENT, LOW-INCOME: 
Oregon’s Health Insurance Marketplace reopens this morning for a three-month 
special enrollment period for those who lost their jobs and coverage during the 
pandemic. It closes on May 15. If you do not receive health insurance through 
your job or a program such as the Oregon Health Plan or Medicare, you may 
qualify for help paying for your 2021 coverage through the Oregon Health 
Insurance Marketplace. Even if you are temporarily uninsured or are currently 
enrolled in COBRA coverage, you can sign up for help between Feb. 15 and May 
15 to get health insurance for 2021. Shop for coverage at HealthCare.gov 
Created under the Affordable Care Act, the marketplace offers taxpayer-
subsidized coverage regardless of a person’s medical history, or preexisting 
conditions, including COVID-19. Experts say the pandemic has affected hundreds 
of thousands of Oregonians, who either lost their job or experienced a loss in 
income. But the marketplace is open to everyone, not just those whose 
employment has changed. That means if you already are enrolled in the Oregon 
Health Marketplace, you may take time in the next three months to enroll in new 
coverage or change your current plan. Insurance agents and community partner 
organizations throughout the state are available to help you apply for financial 
assistance and choose private plans. You also can browse plans and find out the 
amount of savings for which you are eligible for at 
OregonHealthCare.gov/WindowShop Individuals making $51,040 or less per 
year, and families of four making $104,800 or less, may qualify for help paying for 
coverage. In 2020, more than seven in 10 Oregonians who chose plans through 
HealthCare.gov got financial help for monthly premiums and out-of-pocket costs. 
These savings lowered the average premium to just $145 per month. To apply, go 
to OregonHealthCare.gov and answer a few Oregon-specific questions to get to 
the right application. You can also search the “get help” directory on 
OregonHealthCare.gov to find an insurance agent or community partner 
organization to help complete the application and enroll. Insurance agents and 
community partners provide local, one-on-one assistance at no charge to the 
client. This help is available virtually and over the phone, and in person following 
safety protocols. / CRIME, ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION, COMMUNITY: 
There are some actions that are beyond comprehension. On Friday afternoon, we 
learned of one of them. At some point last week, someone hiked with a saw to the 
top of Eugene’s Spencer Butte and at the rocky summit outcrop cut down a fir 
tree that was a popular spot for visitors to rest, relax, and take photographs. For 
those who love hiking Spencer Butte and seeing the tree, it is a heartbreaking act 
of vandalism. If you know who’s behind the destruction of the tree—which 
belonged to all of us—give Eugene Police a call. It’s another reminder that if you 
witness vandalism in progress, call 911 or your local law enforcement agency to 
report it.  / CRIME: An unsettling incident Saturday morning on a popular Eugene 
riverfront path. Eugene Police say a woman in her 40s out on a morning jog with 
her small dog was on the West Bank Path near the Owen Memorial Rose Garden 



when a man she did not know tried to intercept, punch, or grab her. The woman 
told police she’d noticed his approach and thought he was behaving suspiciously 
and appearing to watch people near the Rose Garden’s public restroom. The 
incident occurred at about 8:45 Saturday morning, so it was not only daytime—
there were other people on the path. The woman was able to run away and call 9-
1-1. Officers conducted a search and even brought in a K-9 but could not locate 
the suspect. He is about five-foot-eight to six-feet tall with a tan complexion. The 
woman said he was wearing a clown-skull mask, a black hoodie, and dark grey 
sweatpants. Police say incidents like this are another reminder to pay attention to 
your surroundings and any suspicious people—and call 911 if you feel like you 
are in danger or are being followed. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: Wednesday, 
February 17, is School Exclusion Day. Experts with the Oregon Health Authority 
and the Oregon Immunization Program remind parents that children will not be 
able to attend school or childcare starting on that day if their records on file show 
missing immunizations. While many children still are taking part in remote 
learning, officials want to ensure kids stay healthy and schools remain safe as in-
person classes continue to reopen. Experts with the Oregon Health Authority say 
immunization is the best way to protect children against vaccine-preventable 
diseases such as whooping cough and measles. Parents seeking immunizations 
for their children should contact their health care provider or local health 
department, or call 211Info — just dial 211 or go to 211info.org Many pharmacists 
can immunize children age 7 and older; contact your neighborhood pharmacy for 
details. No one may be turned away from a local health department because of 
the inability to pay for required vaccines. Additional information on school 
immunizations can be found at the Immunization Program page on the Oregon 
Health Authority’s website. / SPORTS: In college basketball: The 11th-ranked 
Oregon Women’s Basketball team host Number Five Stanford this evening. The 
game tips off at 6 p.m. on ESPN2. ; The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team 
lost to Number 5 Stanford on Friday, 83-58. They visit USC on Friday afternoon 
for a 2:30 p.m. game on the Pac-12 Networks. ; The Oregon men’s basketball 
team defeated Arizona on Friday, 63-61. They host Colorado Thursday evening at 
8 p.m. on ESPN2. ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team defeated Arizona 
State in a close one on Sunday, 75-73. They host Utah on Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
on ESPN2. ; Also in Oregon Sports: With an undefeated 5-0 record to start the 
season, the Oregon Softball team returns to action on Saturday at Fresno State. 
The game begins at 6 p.m. There is no TV scheduled so far. ; Oregon Volleyball 
visits Utah on Thursday afternoon. The match begins at 2 p.m. and is being 
broadcast on the Pac-12 Networks. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY: Crews from Nevada, Montana, and a handful of other 
Western states are working to restore power to more than 300,000 Oregonians 
whose homes and businesses were left heat and light after three waves of 
freezing rain and snow. A number of utility crews from Lane County also headed 
north to assist with the repair effort. The storms took down thousands of power 
lines, shattering power poles in some places, and affecting distribution grids. The 
freezing rain and ice shattered also tens of thousands of trees, making it 
challenging for crews to reach some neighborhoods. Many residents in the mid-
Valley, Portland area, North Coast, and Columbia Gorge spent a third night last 
night without power or headed to warming centers or hotels. Officials with the 
state’s two largest utilities have said it could take at least a week to get the lights 
and heat back on in some locations. They say these were historic storms that 
caused the worst damage in 40 years. Portland’s main utility, PGE, estimated 
yesterday afternoon that it had more than 200 miles of damaged transmission 
lines, extensive substation and feeder damage, and more than 4,900 downed 
power lines to fix. Pacific Power officials said they faced similar challenges in the 
mid-Willamette Valley, into the Portland area, and along the North Coast as 
workers cleared large tree limbs, replaced broken poles, and fixed broken 
crossarms. Temperatures finally climbed above freezing yesterday afternoon as a 
heavy coat of ice finally thawed. Governor Kate Brown on Saturday declared a 
state of emergency in nine Oregon counties, including Benton and Linn counties, 
which saw heavy damage beginning with Friday’s freezing rainstorm. ; A car fell 
from Interstate 205 Bridge between Oregon and Washington Sunday night during 
the ice storm. Family members have told investigators they believe the victim was 
Antonio Amaro Lopez, whom they say started driving home from his job at his 
family’s restaurant in southwest Washington about that same time. Other drivers 
in the bridge’s southbound lanes called 911 to report they saw a maroon SUV 
lose control, hit an embankment, and go over the side of the span into the 
Columbia River below. It came during one of the biggest winter storms the area 
has seen in years. The search is continuing for the vehicle and its driver. ; Even 
with things beginning to thaw, heavy loads of snow and ice continued to take a toll 
Monday on structures in the Portland area. KATU-TV shared images from a 
Safeway grocery store in Troutdale, east of Portland, where a large portion of the 



roof collapsed. Multnomah County Sheriff’s officials said it was likely due to the 
weight of the ice and snow. No one was hurt in the incident, which occurred late 
Monday morning. KATU reported that the roof of an Old Navy store in nearby 
Gresham also partially collapsed but no one was hurt. ; The weekend ice storms 
dealt a devastating blow to longtime amusement park Enchanted Forest, south of 
Salem. The family that operates the attraction was already reeling from the 
pandemic and the loss of two family members in the September wildfires. But the 
weekend ice storms shattered trees which struck and heavily damaged some of 
the rides and miniature buildings, including one castle tower and some of the 
buildings in the villages. The Tofte family, which operates Enchanted Forest, had 
been working to reopen the park for Spring Break. Now, with contractors being 
hired to clear downed trees and limbs and begin repairs, it’s uncertain whether 
that reopening will happen as scheduled. Family members who are among the 
three generations that operate the amusement park say insurance will cover 
some of the repair costs, but not everything. Last year, operators of Enchanted 
Forest created a GoFundMe account to collect donations amid the pandemic-
related closures. That account remains active as they seek donations to repair the 
storm damage and look toward the Enchanted Forest’s 50th anniversary in 
August. ; Oregon emergency managers say the weekend’s ice and snowstorms 
are a reminder that safety is critical during prolonged power outages. They say 
should you lose power for an extended period, remember that alternate heating 
sources may come with the added risk of carbon monoxide poisoning. Carbon 
monoxide is a colorless, odorless, toxic gas produced when anything is burned. 
Gas and oil furnaces, water heaters, fireplaces as well as wood-burning and gas 
stoves are common sources in the home. The only way to know if you are being 
exposed to carbon monoxide is by using a detector. Common symptoms of 
carbon monoxide poisoning are headache, dizziness, weakness, nausea, 
vomiting, chest pain and confusion. Exposure to carbon monoxide can cause loss 
of consciousness and death. If carbon monoxide poisoning is suspected, seek 
fresh air and consult a health care professional right away. If used inappropriately, 
items that emit heat can produce dangerous levels of carbon monoxide. Follow 
these important steps to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning: Use caution with 
kerosene or gas space heaters; use vented space heaters whenever possible and 
make sure they are clean and inspected. Never use a gas range or oven to heat 
your home. Check exterior exhaust vents to be sure they are clear of snow, ice 
and fallen debris. Do not use charcoal grills or camp stoves indoors. Never run a 
portable generator or any gas-powered engine in a basement, garage or other 
enclosed r area, even if doors and windows are open. / WEATHER, SAFETY, 
HEALTH: The weekend ice storms and snowstorms blanketing much of 
Northwest Oregon and Southwestern Washington has created a dangerous drop 
in our local blood supply. The weather forced the cancellation of blood drives and 
the loss of more than 800 planned donations. Officials with Bloodworks 
Northwest, our regional blood bank, say the regional shortage jeopardizes the 
availability of blood for hospitals and trauma centers. They are asking people to 
step up and donate to rebuild the supply for patients who depend on lifesaving 
transfusions. Among the biggest need: Donors with Type O-negative and Type B-
negative blood. But all blood types are needed. Coordinators say if are new to 
donating blood or you have not donated in a while, now is the time to schedule 
your appointment and keep the shelves stocked for local patients. Donations with 



Bloodworks provide 95 percent of the lifesaving blood supply to Pacific Northwest 
hospitals. It takes about an hour to give blood from check-in to post-donation 
cookie. To provide extra safety during the pandemic, all appointments must be 
scheduled in advance and masks are required. No walk-ins, guests, or people 
under age 16 are permitted onsite. As part of their safety efforts, Bloodworks is 
testing all blood donations for COVID-19 antibodies. To further encourage 
donations, all Bloodworks donors between now and March 17 are being 
automatically entered for a chance to win a new car as a thank you for helping 
during this critical time. Make appointments and learn more at BloodworksNW.org 
or call the Eugene donor center at 541-484-9111. In Eugene, Bloodworks 
Northwest is located at 2211 Willamette Street. / TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: 
Heading for the Central Oregon Coast later this week? Here’s a “heads up” from 
the Oregon Department of Transportation: Starting on Wednesday morning, a 
section of U.S. 101 south of Cape Perpetua is closing completely for up to a week 
to rebuild a collapsing retaining wall on the ocean side of the highway. The 
closure will stretch from Sea Lion Caves to Cook's Chasm, where there are 
parking lots for larger vehicles to turn around if they were trying to travel between 
Yachats and Florence. Local traffic will have access beyond the closures on 
either side of the project, but there will be no through traffic at any time. Road 
status information boards will be placed on U.S. 101 at Newport, Waldport and 
Florence, and on Oregon Highway 126 in Florence and Veneta. The closure 
begins tomorrow morning (Wed., Feb. 17), at 8 a.m., weather permitting. Between 
now and then, traffic is being reduced to one-lane each direction, controlled by 
flaggers, at Milepost 170.5—that’s about two-and-a-half miles south of Cape 
Perpetua. Travelers should expect closures or extended delays in the area for the 
next few weeks. Check TripCheck.com or call 5-1-1 for the current road status. A 
crack in the road was reported in January. Monitoring found that it was becoming 
larger because the historic retaining wall was failing, and an immediate repair was 
required. The project to repair the section retaining wall began earlier last week. 
But on Friday the wall failed, sending a contract worker in a drilling rig 150 feet 
down the rocky bluff. That person was hospitalized and is recovering from their 
injuries. Even after the new retaining wall is in place and the highway reopens, 
there will still be flaggers at the site for another week as final repairs are 
completed. Then, there will be an additional, multi-day closure while workers and 
machinery recover the drill rig that last week fell to the rocks below. Crews will 
use a 200-ton crane, which will block the entire road. / HEALTH: More than 
42,400 Lane County residents have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 
vaccine. More than 14,600 of those are fully vaccinated. Statewide, more than 
483,000 Oregonians have received at least their first dose of vaccine and more 
than 195,000 are fully immunized. There will be a lot of catch-up appointments 
this week, especially in the mid- and northern Willamette Valley after the weekend 
ice storms forced postponement of several major mass vaccination clinics in the 
Portland and Salem areas and elsewhere. Additionally, some health officials are 
concerned the icy weather affecting much of the U.S. might slow this week’s 
shipments of vaccine by a day or two. Later this morning, we will learn more from 
Lane County Public Health about how many doses of vaccine we can expect to 
arrive this week and how those doses will be allotted. The county hopes to have 
enough on-hand to hold another invitation-only weekend clinic for those age 80 
and older. On Sunday, 1,500 of our older adults were given their first doses 



through a similar clinic. Local health care providers and pharmacies also received 
small allotments of vaccine last week to begin administering doses to some of 
their patients who are age 80 and older. Those health care providers also are 
hoping for a larger allotment this week. County health officials continue to 
encourage you to preregister for vaccination on their webpage. Officials say if 
your health care provider or pharmacy calls about preregistration for vaccination, 
get on those lists, too. But do not call your pharmacy or health care providers’ 
office to ask about vaccines. Their phone lines are being overwhelmed by those 
calls. They will call you. This week, seniors ages 75 and older became eligible to 
receive vaccinations. But with so many who are 80-plus still waiting to receive 
their first doses, it might be a week or so before those between the ages of 75 
and 79 begin receiving emails, text messages, or phone calls. ; Lane County 
Public Health yesterday reported 36 new cases of COVID-19 and no additional 
deaths. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 184 new COVID cases 
but no new deaths. But state officials have warned that the weekend’s snow- and 
ice-storms that slammed the northern part of the state also slowed test results 
and processing of death certificates, so those numbers could jump in the coming 
days. Oregon’s infection total since the start of the pandemic stands at more than 
150,000 with 2,137 deaths. Here in Lane County, we have seen 9,882 COVID 
infections over the past 11 months and 121 deaths. Seventeen Lane County 
residents are hospitalized with three in intensive care. Officials say 245 Lane 
County residents remain infectious and hundreds more are under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. 
Nationwide, close to 27.7-million Americans have contracted COVID-19 and more 
than 486,000 have died from its complications. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: An 
outbreak of COVID-19 traced to Summit High School students who attended a 
party a week ago had infected 24 students. Officials extended the closure of in-
person classes at the Bend school through Friday. School principal Michael 
McDonald said in an email that Deschutes County had confirmed 24 cases of 
COVID-19 among youth who attend Summit High and were primary or secondary 
exposures from the party. To prevent the potential spread of the virus, the school 
will return to distance learning through Friday. They expect to return to in-person 
classes Feb. 22. That will allow a 10-day quarantine from the last time students 
were in the school building. ; Tomorrow (Wed., Feb. 17), is School Exclusion Day. 
Experts with the Oregon Health Authority and the Oregon Immunization Program 
remind parents that children will not be able to attend school or childcare starting 
on that day if their records on file show missing immunizations. While many 
children still are taking part in remote learning, officials want to ensure kids stay 
healthy and schools remain safe as in-person classes continue to reopen. Experts 
with the Oregon Health Authority say immunization is the best way to protect 
children against vaccine-preventable diseases such as whooping cough and 
measles. Parents seeking immunizations for their children should contact their 
health care provider or local health department, or call 211Info — just dial 211 or 
go to 211info.org Many pharmacists can immunize children age 7 and older; 
contact your neighborhood pharmacy for details. No one may be turned away 
from a local health department because of the inability to pay for required 
vaccines. Additional information on school immunizations can be found at the 
Immunization Program page on the Oregon Health Authority’s website. / 
SPORTS: In college basketball: The Oregon Women’s Basketball team rallied 



from a double-digit deficit and led in the final two minutes Monday against 
Number 6 Stanford. But the Cardinal scored the final five points of the game to 
beat the Number 13 Ducks in Matthew Knight Arena, 63-61. Oregon is at Number 
8 UCLA Friday evening for a 5 p.m. tip-off on the Pac-12 networks. ; If the NCAA 
Women’s Tournament were being held this week, the Duck women would be a 
Number Three seed and be the Number 11 team overall. That’s according to the 
first preliminary “Sweet 16” seeding from the NCAA selection committee, which 
will update the list again on March 1. The Oregon State Women’s Basketball visits 
USC on Friday afternoon for a 2:30 p.m. game on the Pac-12 Networks. The 
Oregon Men’s Basketball team hosts Colorado Thursday evening at 8 p.m. on 
ESPN2. The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team hosts Utah on Thursday at 
5:30 p.m. on ESPN2. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Quick update for driving along the Oregon Coast 
between Florence and Yachats: The Oregon Department of Transportation has 
reworked its closure schedule for a crumbling section of U.S. Highway 101 that 
will allow it to partially reopen each night for the next two weeks. The highway will 
be closed between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. each day as crews work to rebuild a failed 
retaining wall on the ocean side of a bluff located about 2.5 miles south of Cape 
Perpetua. The highway closure extends from Sea Lion Caves on the south to 
Cook’s Chasm on the north. Local traffic will have access beyond the closures on 
either side of the project. But each night, flaggers will allow traffic through one 
direction at a time each night between 7 p.m. until 7 a.m., when work resumes. 
Road status information boards will be placed on U.S. 101 at Newport, Waldport 
and Florence, and on Oregon Highway 126 in Florence and Veneta. The closure 
begins this morning. Travelers should check TripCheck.com or call 5-1-1 for the 
current road status. Then, there will be an additional, multi-day closure next 
month while workers and machinery recover a drill rig that fell last week to the 
rocks below. Crews will use a 200-ton crane, which will block the entire road. / 
WEATHER, SAFETY: More than 165,000 Oregonians remain without electricity 
this morning following the weekend ice storms. But utility crews say they’ve 
restored heat and light to close to four in every five customers as they clear 
downed trees, replace shattered utility poles and crossbars, and restring more 
than 5,000 downed power lines. As some residents in the mid-Valley, Portland 
area, North Coast, and Columbia Gorge spent a fourth last night without power, 
Governor Kate Brown asked the state’s attorney general and Justice Department 
to investigate reports that a number of lodging establishments had increased their 
rates as people sought shelter other than their darkened and frigid homes. The 
governor declared what’s known as an “abnormal market disruption,” which 
allows the state to further investigate reports of price gouging. Officials with the 
state’s two largest utilities say the historic storms, which included three waves of 
freezing rain, caused the worst damage in 40 years. The governor on Saturday 
declared a state of emergency in nine Oregon counties, including Benton and 
Linn counties. ; Southeast of Portland, investigators with the Clackamas County 
Sheriff's Office say four people died from carbon monoxide poisoning after using 
an indoor heater in their home. While authorities did not immediately provide any 



details about the deaths, they did urge people not to use alternative heat sources 
like camp stoves or barbecues to stay warm. Officials in the Portland area said 
they had responded to several other “close calls” for carbon monoxide poisoning 
in recent days as people without power tried to heat their homes using alternate 
sources. Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless, toxic gas produced when 
anything is burned. Gas and oil furnaces, water heaters, fireplaces as well as 
wood-burning and gas stoves are common sources in the home. The only way to 
know if you are being exposed to carbon monoxide is by using a 
detector. Common symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning are headache, 
dizziness, weakness, nausea, vomiting, chest pain and confusion. Exposure 
to carbon monoxide can cause loss of consciousness and death. If carbon 
monoxide poisoning is suspected, seek fresh air and consult a health care 
professional right away. If used inappropriately, items that emit heat can produce 
dangerous levels of carbon monoxide. Officials say it is important to use caution 
with kerosene or gas space heaters. Use vented space heaters whenever 
possible and make sure they are clean and inspected. Never use a gas range or 
oven to heat your home. Check exterior exhaust vents to be sure they are clear of 
snow, ice and fallen debris. Do not use charcoal grills or camp stoves indoors. 
And never run a portable generator or any gas-powered engine in a basement, 
garage or other enclosed area, even if doors and windows are open. / LOW-
INCOME, HEALTH: Officials with the Oregon Department of Human Services say 
SNAP recipients who lost power during the weekend ice storms may file a claim 
to replace food purchased with SNAP benefits if the food spoiled during the power 
outages. The request must be made within ten days of the date the food was 
destroyed by a power failure that prevented safe food storage and preparation. 
Replacement benefits are not automatic. The amount of replacement benefits 
each SNAP household will receive is based on the value of the food that was 
destroyed. / WEATHER, SAFETY, HEALTH, LOW-INCOME: For many grocery 
and food suppliers in the storm zones to the north of use, this is their sixth day 
without power. That means perishable goods, ranging from meat and produce to 
dairy, as well as baked goods and floral departments overflowing with items 
purchased for Valentine’s weekend, must throw out everything that spoiled. Most 
businesses have insurance to cover the replacement of such items, but even the 
effort to file for reimbursement is being delayed: In order to make a claim, the 
companies must itemize what is lost, often by scanning things at a check-out 
register. But that cannot happen until power is restored. The discarded spoiled 
food attracted the attention of some Portlanders, who tried to raid dumpsters 
outside one grocery store. But concerned about health and other issues, officials 
with the store sent security guards to warn the people away. / WEATHER, 
HEALTH: Officials with the Oregon Health Authority yesterday warned that winter 
storms across the country could delay this week’s vaccine shipments. That, in 
turn, could slow scheduling of appointments for people to receive vaccination 
doses. The Oregon Health Authority also is assisting public health departments, 
hospitals, health care clinics, and other vaccination sites in areas that lost power 
during the winter storms to ensure that doses in storage do not spoil. That 
includes moving some vials to freezers attached to backup power sources. Lane 
County was not hit by power outages, so that is not a risk here. But vaccination 
efforts still might be slowed a day or two if the nation’s wintry weather delays 
shipments. / HEALTH: More vaccination doses are coming to Lane County this 



week to help protect our older adults—2,400 this week and 6,400 next week and 
for three more weeks after that. It is good news for seniors, as growing numbers 
become eligible for vaccination each week. Lane County Public Health held an 
invitation-only clinic on Sunday to administer first doses to 1,500 residents ages 
80 and older. A similar invitation-only mass-vaccination event is planned this 
weekend, with expanded efforts when the larger allotments begin to arrive at the 
end of the month. Local health care providers and pharmacies also expect to 
continue receiving more allotments of vaccine in the coming weeks to serve older 
adults. This week, seniors ages 75 and older became eligible to receive 
vaccinations. But with so many who are 80-plus still waiting to receive their first 
doses, it might be a week or so before those between the ages of 75 and 79 
begin receiving emails, text messages, or phone calls. Another 525 vaccination 
doses arriving this week are set aside for educators who work with Kindergarten 
through 12th Grade students. The county also is receiving 6,700 second doses—
known as “booster” doses—for those who have already received their first 
vaccination. County health officials continue to encourage you to preregister for 
vaccination on their webpage. ; More than 42,700 Lane County residents have 
received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. More than 14,700 of those 
are fully vaccinated. Statewide, more than 487,000 Oregonians have received at 
least their first dose of vaccine and more than 198,000 are fully immunized. Lane 
County Public Health yesterday reported nine new cases of COVID-19 and no 
additional deaths. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 411 new 
COVID cases and one new death. The reporting is likely slowed by the weekend’s 
ice storms and state officials have warned that the numbers could jump in the 
coming days. Oregon’s infection total since the start of the pandemic stands at 
more than 150,000 with 2,138 deaths. Here in Lane County, we have seen 9,891 
COVID infections over the past 11 months and 121 deaths. Twenty-three Lane 
County residents are hospitalized with four in intensive care. That’s up a bit from 
the weekend. Officials say 204 Lane County residents remain infectious and 
hundreds more are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone 
who later tested positive for the virus. Nationwide, close to 27.7-million Americans 
have contracted COVID-19 and more than 486,000 have died from its 
complications. ; Preregister. Wait for an email, text or call with details on your 
appointment—including date, time, and location. Don’t show up early. Don’t try to 
jump the line. Some important clarifications about the preregistration process: 
When you go to the website, remember that you are preregistering, not 
scheduling a vaccination appointment. Fill out the online form with your name, 
date of birth, address, email or telephone contact information, primary care doctor 
(if you have one), whether you work face-to-face with members of the public, your 
race and ethnicity (should you choose to share it), whether you have one of 11 
preexisting conditions, and the mode of travel you would use to get to a 
vaccination clinic. Remember to click SUBMIT when you finish filling out the 
online preregistration form. You should see a confirmation page. If you do not 
click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page, your information won’t be 
saved. When there is a vaccine dose available for you, you will be notified by 
email, text or phone call, depending on how you asked to be contacted. If you 
elect to receive updates by email, check your email frequently and check your 
spam or junk mail filters and folders to ensure a message confirming your 
preregistration or seeking to set a vaccine appointment did not wind up there. You 



also will receive newsletters from Lane County Public Health providing updates 
on the vaccination effort. If you do not immediately receive an email, text, or call, 
don’t panic. There are limited doses available. Depending where how you qualify 
among vaccination priority groups, it could be days or weeks before you are 
contacted. As doses become available for eligible groups, Lane County Public 
Health and its partners (some local health care providers, pharmacies and others) 
will contact you to let you know when your dose is available and to confirm a date, 
time and location for you to receive your initial vaccine dose. Some important 
details about mass-vaccination clinics: Because doses remain limited, these are 
INVITATION-ONLY for those in qualifying groups. If you did NOT receive an 
appointment, please do NOT show up at a mass-vaccination site. There are only 
enough doses for those who are scheduled to receive one. Some people 
mistakenly believed their preregistration forms are vaccine appointment forms. 
They are not. If you show up without an appointment, you will be turned away. 
Show up at your appointment time. Some people have been showing up hours 
ahead of schedule, leading to traffic backups and unnecessary waits. Please 
remain in your vehicle if you drive to the mass-vaccination event and please 
remain in line. Do not get out of your vehicle and walk to the front of the line. For 
everyone’s safety and the smooth operation of the clinic, please stay in your 
vehicle, remain physically distanced, and wear a mask. If you are assisting 
someone who is there for a vaccine appointment, do not leave your vehicle or 
leave them. Again, do not walk to the front of the line. Once you receive your 
initial dose, you will be contacted to schedule your second dose: Those receiving 
a first dose of Pfizer vaccine will be contacted to receive their second or “booster” 
dose after 21 days. Those who receive a Moderna vaccine will be contacted to 
receive their second dose after 28 days. You might not be contacted until the 
week before you are scheduled to receive the second dose. You will be notified 
by your preferred communication method (email, text, phone call) and do NOT 
need to preregister a second time. / DISASTERS, COMMUNITY, EDUCATION: If 
a major earthquake is about to strike the West Coast, think of what would be 
possible if people had just a few seconds’ or a minute’s notice. You and your kids 
could duck under tables or desks; doctors could pull a scalpel away from a 
surgical patient; factories could shut down critical industrial processes; elevators 
could hold; trains could slow. The ShakeAlert system developed by scientists with 
the U.S. Geological Survey and partners in the West Coast states, including at 
the University of Oregon, debuts in Oregon on March 11. It’s already in use in 
California and coming soon to Washington state as the nation's first regional 
earthquake warning system. The system does not predict earthquakes. Rather, it 
uses numerous seismic stations to detect the start of an earthquake and light-
speed communications to send the data to computers that instantly calculate 
location, magnitude, intensity of shaking and create alerts to be distributed to 
areas that will be affected. Warnings will be pushed through a cellphone app 
called MyShake and the same wireless notification system that issues Amber 
Alerts. The thresholds for an alert are an earthquake of magnitude 4.5 and 
shaking intensity level 3. The USGS and its partners will share more details in the 
next couple of weeks to encourage people to download and enable the app. / 
CRIME: Eugene Police yesterday shared more photographs of suspects from the 
late May riots and looting of several downtown businesses. Police so far have 
arrested 25 people in connection with the criminal event that took place almost 



nine months ago near the base of the Washington Street Bridge. It comes as they 
continue to analyze video and photos from the scene, match images of suspects 
to confirm identities, then locate those people. Additional arrests are expected. 
The images were gleaned from security cameras, social media posts, and video 
and still photographs shared by people who were there that night. Police released 
the latest set of photos in hopes you might recognize some of the suspects as 
they continue to work the case. The images were recorded on the night of Friday, 
May 29, into the morning of Saturday, May 30. The incidents occurred when a 
peaceful protest in downtown Eugene devolved into a riot. Investigators say that 
while not everyone who participated in the original peaceful protest participated in 
the riot, several hundred individuals took part in causing widespread damage to 
property, as well as committing burglary, robbery, assault, arson, and other 
violent crimes. The businesses near 7th and Washington Streets sustained 
extensive damage and losses of merchandise and other property. Contact 
Eugene Police at their non-emergency number or through the EPD TIP line at 
541-262-5388. / COMMUNITY, CRIME, RECREATION: Officials with Eugene 
Parks and Open Space say they appreciate the outpouring of emotion they’ve 
seen in response to the vandalized tree at the summit of Spencer Butte. At some 
point last week, someone hiked to the top of the butte and cut down a Douglas fir 
clinging to the rocky outcrop. It was a popular spot for visitors to rest, relax, and 
take photographs. For those who love hiking Spencer Butte and seeing the tree, it 
was a heartbreaking act of vandalism. Parks officials say the tree was able to put 
down roots in a pretty inhospitable location and it would be difficult to replace it. 
Instead, they suggest you honor the tree and help boost Eugene's canopy by 
making a gift to the Eugene chapter of Friends of Trees at 
https://friendsoftrees.org/eugene/ or taking part in an upcoming tree-planting 
event. During the past two months, the Eugene Parks volunteer program has 
helped put hundreds of trees in the ground across the city while observing COVID 
safeguards. In the meantime, Eugene Parks staff are working to determine how 
best to safely remove the vandalized tree from the rocky outcrop. If you know 
anything about who was behind the destruction of the tree, contact the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office at 541-682-4150 and dial 1. The case number is 21-0956. 
/  
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SPORTS, EDUCATION, HEALTH: Officials with the Eugene, Bethel, and 
Springfield school districts say prep football, soccer, volleyball, and cross-country 
seasons officially begin on Monday. The three local districts agreed to work 
together to “opt in” to permit high school football—a contact sport—to resume 
next week with the first games tentatively scheduled to begin the week of March 
4. Volleyball teams also are expected to be able to play if local COVID rates 
continue to improve. High school teams already have been engaging in no-
contact training and conditioning activities. The spring dates come after the 
Oregon School Activities Association delayed the start of fall sports during the 
pandemic. Traditional Spring sports are tentatively scheduled to begin in April and 
winter sports in May. To participate in the prep sports, participating high schools 
must be providing limited in-person instruction and be on a track to return to on-
site learning in a hybrid model sometime this school year. Because Lane County 
remains in the Extreme Risk or High Risk category, teams must offer on-site 
COVID testing, contact tracing and quarantining, and a waiver identifying health 
and safety risks. No spectators are allowed. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: Officials 
with the Springfield Public Schools say they’ve been notified of two unrelated 
cases of COVID. One case is connected to Centennial Elementary School, the 
other to Riverbend Elementary. Officials have not said whether the positive cases 
are among staff or students, but 51 people have been notified they might have 
been “close contacts” of those diagnosed with the infections. In such situations, 
close contacts are asked to quarantine for up to 14 days. While Lane County’s 
COVID cases have generally declined this month, it underscores the challenges 
of keeping the virus out of schools and other buildings when it remains in the 
community. Schools that have resumed in-person classes are taking steps to 
reduce potential spread of COVID but using physical distancing, requiring the 
wearing of masks and frequent cleaning of classrooms and other spaces. / 
BUSINESS, HEALTH: The owner of a Springfield restaurant at the heart of a 
debate over the state’s COVID business restrictions is nominated for one of the 
annual awards bestowed by the Springfield Chamber of Commerce. Trudy Logan 
of Along Came Trudy is one of eight nominees for “Business Person of the Year.” 
The winners will be announced in one week during a virtual event. Springfield 
Chamber members submit the names of their peers for nominations in six award 



categories. A committee then reviews them to select a winner. Earlier this month, 
the agency that enforces the state’s workplace health and safety rules fined Along 
Came Trudy more than $9,000 for allowing indoor dining since early December. 
Oregon OSHA officials say the restaurant’s actions potentially exposing workers 
to the coronavirus while Lane County remains under an Extreme Risk public 
health order that prohibits all indoor dining. Employers have 30 days to appeal 
such citations. / HEALTH, WEATHER: The winter weather hammering much of 
the United States had delayed the shipment of 67,000 COVID vaccines doses to 
Oregon. The Oregonian and OregonLive quoted state officials, who said 
yesterday that the Moderna doses should have arrived on Tuesday but still had 
not been shipped on Wednesday. Many airports in the eastern half of the country 
remain closed or on reduced flight operations because of hazardous conditions. 
That’s having a ripple effect on freight shipments across the U.S. Officials with the 
Oregon Health Authority say it’s unclear whether shipments will begin moving 
today for arrival by Friday or later in the weekend. But it puts many Oregon 
counties in limbo if they planned weekend clinics to administer Moderna 
vaccinations. Oregon this week did receive 34,125 doses of Pfizer vaccine, which 
includes first doses for 13,125 seniors, 6,100 educators, 6,125 people in phase 
1A and 8,775 second doses. Oregon also allocated some 16,000 additional Pfizer 
doses this week to the federal program that sends doses directly to local 
pharmacies. But the delayed Moderna vaccines included first doses earmarked 
for 15,700 seniors, 5,200 educators and 5,400 people in phase 1A, such as 
health care workers; Oregonians with disabilities and others; and 37,700 second 
doses. / HEALTH: More than 43,800 Lane County residents have received at 
least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. More than 15,000 of those are fully 
vaccinated. Statewide, more than 496,000 Oregonians have received at least 
their first dose of vaccine and close to 206,000 are fully immunized. Lane County 
Public Health yesterday reported 38 new cases of COVID-19 and no additional 
deaths. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 473 new COVID cases 
and five new deaths. Oregon’s infection total since the start of the pandemic 
stands at more than 150,100 with 2,143 deaths. Here in Lane County, we have 
seen 9,929 COVID infections over the past 11 months and 121 deaths. Twenty 
Lane County residents are hospitalized with five in intensive care. Officials say 
191 Lane County residents remain infectious—the first time we have been below 
200 since last fall. But hundreds more are under monitoring because they were 
exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. Nationwide, close to 
27.8-million Americans have contracted COVID-19 and more than 490,000 have 
died from its complications. / SAFETY; Fire investigators say a Veneta-area 
family had a close call yesterday morning, when a heat lamp began to ignite 
some bedding used to keep chickens warm and sent light smoke into home. No 
injuries and the chickens are fine. But fire officials say it emphasizes the 
importance of being careful when using heat lamps. Make sure they are not close 
to combustible materials. If your heat lamps are held up with spring clamps, 
experts say you should think about using some other method to hold them 
because such clamps can be dislodged or sag over time and come in contact with 
bedding materials. They suggest you either secure clamps with a staple or nail or 
use another secure means of attachment. / WEATHER, SAFETY: More than 
108,000 Oregon homes and businesses remain without electricity this morning 
following the weekend ice storms. But utility crews continue to make progress 



across seven Northwest Oregon counties hit hardest by three waves of freezing 
rain and snow. This morning, there are fewer than 500 customers without power 
in Benton County and only a bit more than 800 dealing with outages in Linn 
County, according to poweroutage.us , a website that tracks outages across the 
country. But the situation remains challenging outside Salem, in the Portland 
area, and parts of the Yamhill Valley. Clackamas County, southeast of Portland, 
suffered some of the most severe ice storm damage and has more than 50,000 
utility customers without heat and light. In Multnomah County, 15,000 homes and 
businesses are affected. Some 34,000 remain without power in Marion County. ; 
A dive team found human remains inside a vehicle submerged in the Columbia 
River at the base of the Glenn Jackson Bridge between Oregon and Washington. 
The body was recovered but the person’s identity has not been released. The 
discovery comes days after a car reportedly went off the Glenn Jackson Bridge 
during a winter storm. There has been no confirmation that this is the same 
vehicle. The break in the search came Wednesday afternoon by a private search 
crew that travels the country solving underwater mysteries. They said the crew 
did two passes and found the upside-down car practically underneath the bridge. / 
WEATHER, SAFETY, LOW-INCOME, BUSINESS: About a dozen police officers 
guarded dumpsters filled with perishable food outside a Portland Fred Meyer 
store earlier this week as people attempted to take the items that were discarded 
days after the store lost power. The Oregonian and Oregon Live reported that on 
Tuesday employees at a Fred Meyer in the northeast part of the city threw out 
thousands of items that were deemed no longer safe for consumption. The store 
was one of many that lost power following a weekend winter storm. In a 
statement, Fred Meyer said the food was thrown away “out of an abundance of 
caution.” But close to 20 people gathered to try to collect some of the items from 
the dumpsters. Workers at the store said they had a safety deadline of four hours 
to salvage thousands of perishable items after the store lost power during the 
snowstorm, but that icy conditions prevented food pantries from getting trucks to 
the store to pick up the load in time. Two food pantries confirmed that they would 
not have been able to pick up the food. The Oregon Health Authority requires 
licensed facilities to discard perishable food after a prolonged power outage in 
order to prevent food borne illnesses. / SPORTS: In college basketball: The 
Oregon Men’s Basketball team hosts Colorado tonight at 8 p.m. on ESPN2. ; The 
Oregon State Men’s Basketball team hosts Utah this evening at 5:30 p.m. on the 
Pac-12 Networks. ; The Number 13 Oregon Women’s Basketball team is at 
Number 8 UCLA Friday evening for a 5 p.m. tip-off on the Pac-12 networks. ; The 
Oregon State Women’s Basketball visits USC on Friday afternoon for a 2:30 p.m. 
game on the Pac-12 Networks. / CRIME: Eugene Police say the latest phone 
scam making the rounds involves a caller asking you to donate to a police fund. 
Only there is no such fund—just an attempt to separate you from your money. 
One intended victim said the caller said he was trying to raise money and cited 
tight budgets and police working hard. They were calling from an out-of-state 
number, but police warn some scammers will “spoof” to make it appear they are 
calling from in town. This is just another variation of similar scams where the 
caller might impersonate a law enforcement or court official and threaten you with 
a fine or citation unless you pay up. They might ask you to purchase gift cards, 
send cash, share your credit and debit card numbers, or your computer log-in 
information. They might use high-pressure techniques and tell you that you must 



act now. These are clear warning signs you are being scammed. Legitimate 
organizations do not do that. If you receive one of these calls, hang up. If you are 
wondering whether the call is legitimate, independently look up the number of the 
agency—don’t call the number the scammer provided. Call the agency, tell them 
about the call. They can let you know if it was real or bogus. /  
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HEALTH, WEATHER: Blame the nation’s wintry weather for the postponement of 
one COVID vaccination clinic this week in Lane County. Public Health officials say 
6,700 doses of the Moderna vaccine that were set to arrive earlier this week might 
not get here until Monday or Tuesday. Those doses were earmarked for people—
mostly in Phase 1A groups—who had already received their first vaccination and 
were going to get their second “boost” dose. County public health spokesman 
Jason Davis says Moderna’s facility is located in Tennessee, which has seen 
waves of icy and snowy weather and delayed vaccine shipments to many parts of 
the country, including Oregon. But Patrick Luedtke, Lane County’s Senior Public 
Health Officer, says people who were scheduled to attend the “boost clinic” 
Saturday through Tuesday are being rescheduled for the next week. These 
generally are those who received their first dose before January 27. Luedtke says 
that while Moderna doses are designed to be administered 28 days apart, that 
window can extend out to 42 days and any rescheduled “boost clinic” falls well 
within that timeline. Lane County Public Health did receive more than 2,900 doses 
of Pfizer vaccine this week. Most of those—2,400 doses—are earmarked for 
another weekend invitation-only vaccination clinic. The remaining 525 doses are 
set aside for local educators, including those working with Kindergarten through 
12th Grade students as well as childcare workers. To the north of us, the Oregon 
Health Authority has been assisting public health departments, hospitals, health 
care clinics, and other vaccination sites in areas that lost power during the winter 
storms to ensure that doses in storage did not spoil. That included moving some 
vials to freezers attached to backup power sources. Lane County was not hit by 
power outages, so that is not an issue here. ; More than half-a-million Oregonians 
now have received at least one dose of COVID vaccine. That includes more than 
45,000 Lane County residents. Locally, more than 15,000 people are fully 
vaccinated. That mostly consists of people in the Phase 1A groups, although in 
the coming weeks many educators will receive their second dose to help build 
immunity. Statewide, more than 218,000 Oregonians now are fully immunized. ; If 
you are waiting to receive your first dose of COVID vaccine, some reminders from 
Lane County Public Health: Preregister at the county’s vaccine website, making 
sure to click “Submit” once you’ve filled out the form to ensure you have 
completed the process. When there is a vaccine dose available for you, you will 



be notified by email, text or phone call, depending on how you asked to be 
contacted. Make sure to check your spam or junk mail folders if you asked to be 
contacted by email. County officials say about one in every ten emails they are 
sending are not landing in people’s inboxes. Keep in mind that preregistering is 
not the same as having an appointment. When it is time for you to receive your 
first vaccine dose, you will be contacted to schedule a specific appointment date, 
time, and location. If you do not immediately receive an email, text, or call, don’t 
panic. There are limited doses available. Depending where how you qualify 
among vaccination priority groups, it could be days or weeks before you are 
contacted. Do not show up at vaccination clinic locations without an appointment. 
Once you have an appointment: Do not show up early. Don’t try to jump the line. 
Don’t leave your vehicle to wait up front. And if you are assisting someone by 
giving them a ride to a vaccination clinic, do not drop them off. The mass-
vaccination events are held outside. It is cold outside and older, vulnerable adults 
should not be spending long periods of time outdoors, by themselves, at a setting 
where there really is no place for them to wait. Once you receive your initial dose, 
you will be contacted to schedule your second dose. Those receiving a first dose 
of Pfizer vaccine will be contacted to receive their second or “booster” dose after 
21 days. Those who receive a Moderna vaccine will be contacted to receive their 
second dose after 28 days. You might not be contacted until the week before you 
are scheduled to receive the second dose. You will be notified by your preferred 
communication method (email, text, phone call) and do NOT need to preregister a 
second time. ; New Numbers from the Oregon Health Authority offer new 
evidence of the decline in the number of COVID infections statewide. While the 
state recorded more than 3,400 new cases during the Week of February 8, that 
was down 15 percent from the previous week. But hospitalizations and deaths 
increased slightly. ; State Health officials said yesterday that an Eastern Oregon 
infant has died from complications of COVID. The boy tested positive and died 
the same day. Health officials say the baby had other health issues and add that 
such deaths among infants and children are extremely rare. This is Oregon’s 
youngest and only reported infant death related to COVID. Children infected with 
COVID-19 are less likely to develop severe illnesses compared to adults. But 
medical experts say there still are risks if a child becomes infected. Oregon 
Health Authority experts encourage parents to seek emergency medical care for 
their children if they have trouble breathing; pain or pressure in their chest that 
does not go away; show new signs of confusion; are unable to wake up or stay 
awake when they are not tired; or have bluish lips or a bluish face. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the hospitalization of children for 
COVID-19 related illnesses remains low compared to adults, and only 1.3 percent 
of all positive and presumed cases of COVID-19 have been reported among 
Oregonians ages nine years old and younger. ; The baby’s death was among six 
coronavirus-related deaths reported by the Oregon Health Authority on Thursday, 
bringing the state’s death toll to 2,149. Additionally, 466 new confirmed and 
presumptive COVID-19 cases were reported, bringing the state’s pandemic 
infection total to 151,713. In Lane County, there were 41 new cases reported 
yesterday but no new deaths. Twenty patients are hospitalized with six in 
intensive care. Another 173 people are considered infectious. Additionally, 427 
are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested 
positive for COVID. The county’s pandemic case total stands at 9,970 and our 



death toll at 121. Nationwide, close to 27.9 million Americans have become 
infected during the past year and more than 493,000 have died. / WEATHER, 
SAFETY, FINANCES: More than 100,000 customers remained without power 
Thursday in Oregon, almost one week after three waves of freezing rain and 
snowstorms swept through the Pacific Northwest. Officials with Portland General 
Electric say 90 percent of their customers should have power restored by the end 
of the day. Pacific Power officials said yesterday 97 percent of their customers 
who lost power are back online. But utility leaders say crews are facing some of 
their most challenging work in remote areas or those with extensive damage from 
the ice storms. In those locations, workers first must clear downed trees and limbs 
and often replace shattered utility pole before restringing electrical wires and 
replacing transformers and other equipment. Among those areas with lingering 
outages: parts of the Mid-Willamette Valley, Northern Willamette Valley, North 
Coast, and Columbia Gorge. ; If your home or car was damaged from the ice 
storms and snowstorm, the Oregon Division of Financial Regulation recommends 
calling your insurance company or agent to ask about your policy coverage, 
exclusions, and deductibles before filing a claim. Winter storms can cause several 
types of damage. Extensive damage, such as trees falling on a home or car, 
might require immediate attention. But lesser damage, such as food spoilage, a 
few missing shingles, or a scratch on a car door, might not exceed your 
deductible. In such cases, it might be better to handle the repairs yourself. A 
typical homeowners policy covers damage to the home caused by falling trees or 
limbs and weight of ice and snow. For example, if your home sustained severe 
structural damage from a fallen tree or other storm debris, and it is deemed 
uninhabitable, you might qualify for additional living expenses, which helps cover 
the extra costs of lodging, meals, and even pet boarding while you are unable to 
live in the home. If your home lost power and received only minor damage, it will 
probably still be considered safe to live in, so additional living expenses might not 
apply. If your home received minor damage, such as the wind blowing a few 
shingles off your house, your homeowners’ insurance will probably replace the 
damaged shingles, but not the entire roof. Winter storms can also create sudden 
damage caused by an ice dam on the roof or pipes bursting due to freezing. This 
type of damage is typically covered and can be extensive if a pipe burst floods a 
home or minor, such as a leak from an ice dam causing a stain on a ceiling. 
Coverage might be available for food spoilage due to the power outage. 
Remember, if the loss is close to or less than your deductible you might not want 
to file a claim. If you need to file a claim for another type of damage to your home, 
food spoilage can typically be added to the claim you need to file for repairs. 
There are three coverage options on an auto insurance policy that typically apply 
to winter storms. Comprehensive covers damage caused by falling trees or limbs. 
This includes while your car is parked inside a garage. Collision covers damage 
to your car that occurs while driving. This includes hitting storm debris or sliding 
on ice. Liability covers damage you accidentally caused to another person’s 
property or to a person who is injured in an accident. The first step is to determine 
your policy coverage, exclusions, and deductibles. Call your insurance company 
or agent if you have questions about your policy and take time to consider if the 
loss is extensive enough exceed your deductible and make it cost-effective to file 
a claim. / CRIME: Police have arrested a Eugene man in connection with multiple 
counts of Encouraging Child Sexual Abuse. It comes amid a child pornography 



investigation and concerns that the suspect, 38-year-old Richard Dallas Owens, 
might have local child and adult victims. The Eugene Police Violent Crimes Unit 
conducted a search of Owen’s residence earlier this month and detectives say 
they found an extensive collection of child pornography. The concerns about 
possible local victims arose after police reviewed the seized materials. They say 
is anyone has more information in the case against Richard Dallas Owens, 
contact Eugene Police. Dial 541-682-5111 and reference case 21-01474. ; There 
is a $5,000 reward being offered for information that leads to the arrest and 
convictions of the people responsible for the burglary of a Junction City firearms 
shop on January 23. The federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives and the National Shooting Sports Foundation are offering the reward. 
Investigators with the ATF and the Lane County Sheriff’s Office say that at about 
4:30 a.m. on January 23, two individuals drove a stolen pickup through the main 
entrance of the GunRunner Arms store in Junction City and forced their way 
through the interior security gate. They stole seven rifles. None of the firearms 
has been recovered. The ATF shared security photos of the incident and noted 
that investigators believe the firearms most likely are still in the area and are a 
threat to the safety of the community until they are recovered, and the 
perpetrators are taken into custody. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Baseball fans, rejoice. 
The Eugene Emeralds have twice as many games this season. The Ems are 
newly affiliated with the San Francisco Giants and along with the rest of the 
Northwest League squads are moving up from short-season “Low-A” status to 
what’s known as “High A”—with 120 games on the calendar between early May 
and mid-September. One of the features of High-A is a schedule that calls for six 
consecutive games against a single opponent Tuesday through Sundays, with 
Mondays off. For Ems fans, this all can’t come soon enough. It’s been more than 
500 days since an Emeralds pitcher hurled a ball at P.K. Park. The Ems open 
their 2021 season on the road May 4 at Spokane. Their home opener, versus the 
Hillsboro Hops, is set for Tuesday, May 11. Tickets go on sale at a later date. 
Baseball officials are still working out COVID precautions and attendance limits 
for various ballparks. But Ems officials hope it will mean a return of fans to P.K. 
Park. / SPORTS: In college basketball: The Oregon Men’s Basketball team 
defeated Colorado last night in Eugene, 60-56. The Ducks take on Utah Saturday 
at 6 p.m. The game will air on the Pac-12 Networks. ; The Oregon State Men’s 
Basketball team defeated Utah in Corvallis yesterday, 74-56 The Beavs host 
Colorado tomorrow evening at 5 p.m. in a game broadcast by ESPN-U. ; The 
Number 13 Oregon Women’s Basketball team is at Number 8 UCLA this evening 
for a 5 p.m. tip-off on the Pac-12 networks. ; The Oregon State Women’s 
Basketball visits USC on this afternoon for a 2:30 p.m. game on the Pac-12 
Networks. / SPORTS, HEALTH: A limited number of fans will be allowed to attend 
all rounds of next month’s NCAA men’s basketball tournament in Indiana. The 
governing body said venue capacity will be capped at 25 percent to allow for 
social distancing. That figure will include all participants, essential staff, and family 
of team members. All must be masked. The NCAA says the decision came in 
conjunction with state and local health officials to follow COVID-19 safety 
protocols. The NCAA earlier announced the entire tournament will be played in 
Indiana because of the pandemic. The Final Four already had been set for 
Indianapolis. The semifinals are April 3 and the national championship April 5. /  
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HEALTH, POLITICS: President Joe Biden is focusing federal pandemic 
assistance for the nation’s smallest businesses and taking steps to increase 
equity in the Paycheck Protection Program. The administration is establishing a 
two-week window, starting on Wednesday, in which only businesses with fewer 
than 20 employees can apply for the forgivable loans. Such businesses make up 
the majority of small businesses in the U.S. Biden’s team also is carving out $1 
billion to direct toward sole proprietors, such as home contractors and 
beauticians. The majority of such small businesses are owned by women and 
people of color. The PPP, first rolled out in the earliest days of the pandemic and 
renewed in December, was meant to help keep Americans employed during the 
economic downturn. It allows small and mid-size businesses suffering a loss of 
revenue to access federal loans, which are forgivable if 60 percent of the loan is 
spent on payroll and the balance on other qualified expenses. The Biden effort is 
aimed at correcting disparities in how the program was administered by the 
Trump administration. Data from the Paycheck Protection Program released Dec. 
1 and analyzed by The Associated Press show that many minority owners 
desperate for a relief loan did not receive one until the PPP’s last few weeks while 
many more white business owners were able to get loans earlier in the program. 
The program, which began April 3 and ended Aug. 8 and handed out 5.2 million 
loans worth $525 billion, helped many businesses stay on their feet when 
government measures to control the coronavirus forced many to shut down or 
operate at a diminished capacity. The latest PPP, which began on Jan. 11 and 
runs through the end of March, has already paid out $133.5 billion in loans — 
about half of the $284 billion allocated by Congress — with an average loan 
under $74,000. A further renewal of the program is not included in Biden’s $1.9 
trillion “ American Rescue Plan,” which he hopes Congress will pass in the 
coming weeks. ; The U.S. stands at the brink of 500,000 deaths from the 
coronavirus. A year into the pandemic, America’s top infectious disease expert, 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, calls the looming milestone horrible and historic. The running 
total of lives lost, as compiled by Johns Hopkins University, was close to 499,000 
this morning. President Joe Biden will mark the U.S. crossing 500,000 lives lost 
from COVID-19 with a moment of silence and candle lighting ceremony at the 
White House. The nation is expected to pass the grim milestone today, just over a 



year after the first confirmed U.S. fatality due to the novel coronavirus. The White 
House says Biden will deliver remarks at sunset to honor those who died. He will 
be joined by first lady Jill Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris and her 
husband, Doug Emhoff. They will participate in the moment of silence and lighting 
ceremony. Biden has made a point of recognizing the lives lost from the virus. His 
first event upon arriving in Washington for his inauguration a month ago was to 
speak at a COVID-19 memorial ceremony. The first known deaths from the virus 
in the U.S. were in early February 2020 in California. The death toll reached 
400,000 on Jan. 19 in the waning hours in office for President Donald Trump. ; 
One month into Joe Biden's presidency, the government is on a glide path to 
reach his initial goal of administering 100 million vaccine doses in his first 100 
days in office. Now comes the far more ambitious and daunting mission of 
vaccinating all eligible adults against the coronavirus by the end of the summer. 
Limited supply of the two approved vaccines has hampered the pace of 
vaccinations, and that was before extreme winter weather delayed the delivery of 
about 6 million doses this past week. But the U.S. is on the verge of a supply 
breakthrough as manufacturing ramps up and with the expectation of a third 
vaccine becoming available in the coming weeks. / HEALTH: If you are age 70 or 
older, congratulations. This morning you became eligible to receive a coronavirus 
vaccination. Now, that does not mean it will happen this or next week. Health 
officials say they still do not have enough doses in Oregon for everybody who 
wants one and they must finish vaccinating those age 80 and older, then move to 
those in the 75-79 age group before getting to those age 70-74. People 65 and 
older will be eligible March 1. ; Lane County administered 2,400 first doses of 
coronavirus vaccine to another group of seniors over the weekend. The invitation-
only clinic provided doses of Pfizer vaccine to many in the group of those age 80 
and older. Lane County is awaiting the delayed arrival of 6,700 doses of the 
Moderna vaccine that were slowed in transit by last week’s icy weather across the 
U.S. When they arrive locally—perhaps as early as today or tomorrow—the are 
earmarked as second doses for people in another invitation-only clinic—mostly in 
Phase 1A groups—who had already received their first vaccination and were 
scheduled for their “boost” dose. Patrick Luedtke, Lane County’s Senior Public 
Health Officer, says that group includes those who received their first dose before 
January 27. Luedtke says that while Moderna doses are designed to be 
administered 28 days apart, that window can extend out to 42 days and any 
rescheduled “boost clinic” falls well within that timeline. ; More 535,000 
Oregonians now have received at least one dose of COVID vaccine. That 
includes close to 47,000 Lane County residents. More than 16,500 of those local 
residents have received their second dose and are considered fully vaccinated. 
That mostly consists of people in the Phase 1A groups, although in the coming 
weeks many educators will receive their second dose to help build immunity. 
Statewide, more than 261,000 Oregonians now are fully immunized. ; Lane 
County Public Health sent out another vaccination newsletter on Friday. If you 
preregistered to be on the county’s vaccine waiting list, you should have received 
it. If you did not, check you spam or junk mail folder for it. If it’s not there, it’s 
possible you did not complete the preregistration process. County officials say 
they have heard from some residents who thought they signed up at the 
preregistration website. But they determined that while those individuals filled out 
the online form, they forgot to look all the way at the bottom of the page and click 



“Submit” to send the form to Lane County. Keep in mind that preregistering is not 
the same as having an appointment. When it is time for you to receive your first 
vaccine dose, you will be contacted to schedule a specific appointment date, time, 
and location. If you do not immediately receive an email, text, or call, don’t panic. 
There are limited doses available. Depending where how you qualify among 
vaccination priority groups, it could be days or weeks before you are contacted. ; 
The number of COVID infections and deaths continues to fall slowly across 
Oregon and Lane County. Lane County Public Health was notified of 28 new 
cases on Saturday and 16 on Sunday. Our local death toll stands at 121 and has 
not increased in ten days. Those numbers are raising hopes that Lane County on 
Friday might be able to move out of the state’s “Extreme Risk” tier of counties 
down to the “High Risk” level. That would be good news for Lane County’s 
restaurants and bars, which have been prohibited from reopening indoor dining 
and had to rely on outdoor seating, takeout, curbside, and delivery options. Under 
a “High Risk” designation, such establishments could serve patrons indoors, with 
occupancy capped at 25 percent. Tomorrow, Governor Kate Brown and Oregon 
Health Authority leaders are expected to release the updated risk levels for 
Oregon’s 36 counties. The new risk levels go into effect on Friday. ; The 
pandemic remains far from over: Twenty Lane County patients are hospitalized 
with six in intensive care. Another 169 people are considered infectious. 
Additionally, hundreds are under monitoring because they were exposed to 
someone who later tested positive for COVID. We have seen more than 10,000 
COVID infections in the past year. The Oregon Health Authority reported a 
combined 647 new infections on Saturday and Sunday and six new deaths. That 
brings the state’s death toll to 2,155. Oregon’s pandemic infection total stands at 
152,818. / WEATHER, SAFETY, HEALTH: Despite historic winter weather across 
the country causing shipment delays and forcing mass vaccination sites to 
reschedule appointments, Oregon health officials said Friday that the state’s 
vaccination timeline remains on schedule. While more than 10,000 vaccine 
appointments were canceled last week, beginning today people 70 and older will 
be eligible to receive doses of vaccine and people 65 and older will be eligible 
March 1. During the past week, Oregon averaged more than 14,000 vaccinations 
per day. As of Thursday, 12 percent of the state’s population has been vaccinated 
with first doses and 5 percent of residents have been fully vaccinated.  / 
WILDFIRE RECOVERY, COMMUNITY: A big volunteer effort over the weekend 
in the Blue River area, as volunteers—many with skills handling heavy machinery 
or other equipment, others simply donning masks and gloves and using hand 
tools—turned out to help to clear debris from close to 20 properties burned in the 
Holiday Farm Fire. The groups, Cascade Relief Organization and Reach Out 
Worldwide, hope to hold future events in the coming weeks and months. / 
WEATHER, SAFETY: Members of the Oregon National Guard delivered supplies 
to people without power as problems lingered from an ice storm the wreaked 
havoc on the electrical grid beginning more than a week ago. A utility official said 
some communities may not see power for another week. More than 38,000 
customers remained without power Sunday. The worst ice storm in the area in 40 
years started Feb. 12 and knocked out power to more than 420,000 customers 
and killed five people, including four who died from carbon monoxide poisoning. ; 
The regionally famous cherry trees on Oregon's Capitol Mall were damaged in 
last weekend's ice storm. The Statesman Journal reports that at least two of the 



150 Akebono flowering cherry trees will need to be removed and the rest will be 
thinned out significantly. The storm last weekend coated power lines and trees 
with a layer of ice an inch thick. The cherry trees, planted in 1992, attract visitors 
from around the region when they bloom in March and April and inspired the 
Capitol's annual Cherry Blossom Day. / BUSINESS, CRIME: The grocery chain 
Kroger, parent company of Fred Meyer stores, is acknowledging that it, too, was 
among the targets of the massive data hack into U.S. corporate and government 
computers. Kroger was among the companies affected by a data breach caused 
by a weakness in a product offered by Accellion, a third-party company that the 
retailer used for secure file transfer services. Kroger officials say they believe 
personal data, including Social Security numbers of customers of its pharmacy 
and clinic may have been swiped. The company says it believes less than 1 
percent of its customers were affected. Also believed compromised: data about 
some current and former employees. Kroger says it will contact those affected 
and offer them free credit monitoring services. The supermarket chain, which has 
nearly 3,000 stores across the country, discontinued using the product and 
reported the data breach to federal law enforcement after being informed of the 
incident on January 23, Kroger said Friday. / SPORTS, EDUCATION, HEALTH: 
In the Eugene, Bethel, and Springfield school districts, most prep football, soccer, 
volleyball, and cross-country seasons officially begin today. The three local 
districts agreed to work together to “opt in” to permit high school football—a 
contact sport—to resume this week with the first games tentatively scheduled to 
begin the week of March 4. Volleyball teams also are expected to be able to play 
if local COVID rates continue to improve. High school teams already have been 
engaging in no-contact training and conditioning activities. But officials with South 
Eugene High School announced late last week their squad will not take part in the 
Spring football season because of low turnout, although the Axe will try to field a 
junior varsity team. The spring dates came after the Oregon School Activities 
Association delayed the start of fall sports during the pandemic. Traditional Spring 
sports are tentatively scheduled to begin in April and winter sports in May. To 
participate in the prep sports, participating high schools must be providing limited 
in-person instruction and be on a track to return to on-site learning in a hybrid 
model sometime this school year. Because Lane County remains in the Extreme 
Risk or High Risk category, teams must offer on-site COVID testing, contact 
tracing and quarantining, and a waiver identifying health and safety risks. No 
spectators are allowed. / SPORTS: In college basketball: Chris Duarte and LJ 
Figueroa scored 15 points apiece as the Oregon Men’s Basketball team beat 
Utah 67-64. It was the Ducks’ fifth straight win. The Oregon man are back in 
action tonight in Los Angeles with a 6 p.m. tip-off on FS1 against USC. That game 
was postponed earlier in the season. ; Colorado defeated the Oregon State Men’s 
Basketball team 61-57 on Saturday night. ; Sydney Parrish hit four 3-pointers and 
scored 17 points off the bench as the Number 13 Oregon Women’s Basketball 
tea, ended a three-game losing streak with a 72-48 win over USC. ; Aleah 
Goodman scored 20 points and Taylor Jones posted her fifth double-double of the 
season as the Oregon State Women’s Basketball team upset eighth-ranked 
UCLA 71-64 on Sunday to boost its NCAA tourney hopes. / COMMUNITY, 
MENTAL HEALTH, SAFETY, POLITICS: He says it is a model for similar efforts 
across the country and a key part of a national police reform package he 
reintroduced in Congress. Oregon’s senior U.S. Senator, Ron Wyden, says the 



White Bird Clinic’s local mobile mental health service provider—known as 
CAHOOTS—is an example of how to encourage the use of health care, rather 
than law enforcement, when people are experiencing a mental health or 
substance abuse crisis. The bill stalled in last year’s GOP-led Senate but Wyden 
hopes it will gain traction now that Democrats continue to control the House and 
have the tie-breaker in the Senate. Fellow Oregon U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley is 
among the co-sponsors. Wyden was in Eugene on Friday and met with officials 
with the White Bird Clinic, which started the program three decades ago, as well 
as Eugene Mayor Lucy Vinis, County Commission member Joe Berney, and 
State Senator James Manning. CAHOOTS, stands for “Crisis Intervention Helping 
Out On The Streets.” It focuses on limiting unnecessary confrontations between 
police and members of the community. Wyden’s “CAHOOTS Act” encourages 
other states to adopt similar efforts and calls for increased Medicaid funding to 
pay for them. CAHOOTS mobile teams include people trained in mental health, 
medical, and social work. They are dispatched to assist people suffering from 
mental health, homelessness, or addiction-related emergencies. Sometimes, the 
assistance simply involves counseling and a quick transport to a shelter or 
medical facility in the CAHOOTS van. The non-profit, non-government program 
responded to close to 23,000 calls in 2018 and 2019. By providing an alternative 
to police responses, CAHOOTS responders estimate they have dramatically 
reduced the number of non-criminal arrests and saved millions of dollars in local 
medical costs. The group’s annual budget is about $2 million but coordinators 
estimate it handles close to 20 percent of the calls recorded by Eugene Police 
dispatchers. Across the country, dozens of cities—including Portland, San 
Francisco, Denver, Chicago, and New York City—have requested information 
about CAHOOTS or sent people to Eugene-Springfield to see firsthand how its 
teams operate. Wyden visited with White Bird Clinic and CAHOOTS members 
last month while his staff was preparing the Congressional proposal. / 
ECONOMY, TRANSPORTATION: The average price of regular-grade gasoline 
jumped 14 cents a gallon nationwide over the past two weeks. In Oregon, this 
morning’s average price stands at $2.84 in the Eugene-Springfield area. That’s up 
11 cents from one week ago and up 21 cents from last month. Still, our average 
price for a gallon of regular-grade gasoline is nine cents less than it was a year 
ago. Industry analyst Trilby Lundberg of the Lundberg Survey said Sunday that 
gas prices will likely continue to rise as crude oil costs remain high. The average 
price of diesel also climbed close to a dime in Eugene-Springfield, from $2.81 per 
gallon to $2.90. / TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Boeing has recommended that 
airlines ground all of 777s with the type of engine that suffered a catastrophic 
failure over Denver this weekend. U.S. regulators also ordered United Airlines to 
step up inspections of those planes as officials with United and several other 
airlines said they were temporarily removing those aircraft from service. One of 
United's planes made an emergency landing Saturday when its right engine blew 
apart just after takeoff from Denver. Parts of the casing of the Pratt & Whitney 
PW4000 engine fell on a nearby town. The plane with 231 passengers and 10 
crew on board landed safely, and nobody aboard or on the ground was reported 
hurt. The National Transportation Safety Board said that two of the engine’s fan 
blades were fractured although the agency did caution that it was too early to 
draw conclusions about how the incident happened. Federal Aviation 
Administration Administrator Steve Dickson said in a statement Sunday that “the 



inspection interval should be stepped up for the hollow fan blades that are unique 
to this model of engine, used solely on Boeing 777 airplanes.” The Federal 
Aviation Administration says United is the only U.S. airline with that model of 
engine in its fleet. United officials said they have 24 Boeing 777s in service. / 
SAFETY: So many people are buying guns in Oregon these days that the state 
police are often unable to complete background checks in time, allowing the sales 
to proceed if the deadline isn’t met. A handful of Democratic lawmakers have put 
forward a bill in the Oregon Legislature that would close this loophole. The bill is 
opposed by gun rights groups. It’s often called the Charleston loophole because 
Dylann Roof was able to buy a gun that way, and then murder nine Black people 
at a church in Charleston, South Carolina, in 2015. In Oregon, it’s up to the state 
police to do a background check. But they say the system is often overwhelmed. / 
COMMUNITY, HEALTH: How much do Americans love chocolate? More than 
ever during the pandemic. Officials with Hershey said earlier this month that as 
COVID-19 cases spiked around the country and people stayed home—often 
under mandatory health orders—chocolate sales were 40 percent to 50 percent 
higher in areas with higher numbers of COVID cases than those with lower rates 
of infection. And if you’ve been engaging in fun backyard activities with the kids, 
perhaps you were among the millions of families that had some fun making 
s’mores, those sweet and gooey campfire connections featuring chocolate 
squares, marshmallows, and graham crackers. Hershey reported that as 
coronavirus cases spiked during those three waves around the country during the 
past year, demand for s’mores ingredients rose. Analysts think families were 
setting up firepits and barbecues in their backyards and roasting s’mores. And 
s’mores. And s’mores. /  
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HEALTH: The U.S. death toll from COVID-19 has topped 500,000. It's a number 
so staggering that a top health researcher says it is hard to imagine an American 
who hasn't lost a relative or doesn't know someone who died. The virus has 
reached into all corners of the country and communities of every size. At the 
same time, many families are left to cope in isolation, unable even to hold 
funerals. Experts warn that about 90,000 more deaths are likely in the next few 
months, despite a massive vaccination campaign. ; The COVID-19 death toll in 
the U.S. has topped 500,000 — a staggering number that all but matches the 
number of Americans killed in World War II, Korea and Vietnam combined. The 
U.S. recorded an estimated 405,000 deaths in World War II, 58,000 in the 
Vietnam War and 36,000 in the Korean War. President Joe Biden held a sunset 
moment of silence and a candle-lighting ceremony at the White House yesterday 
evening — and has ordered American flags lowered at federal buildings for the 
next five days. The half-million deaths milestone, as recorded by Johns Hopkins 
University, comes as states redouble efforts to get the coronavirus vaccine into 
arms after last week’s winter weather closed clinics, slowed vaccine deliveries 
and forced tens of thousands of people to miss their shots. Despite the rollout of 
vaccines since mid-December, a closely watched model from the University of 
Washington projects more than 589,000 dead by June 1. The U.S. toll is by far 
the highest reported in the world, accounting for 20 percent of the nearly 2.5 
million coronavirus deaths globally. ; Lane County Public Health was notified 
yesterday of 52 new cases of COVID-19. Seventeen patients are hospitalized, 
four of them in intensive care. Our local death toll remains at 121 and has not 
increased in 11 days. County health officials say 155 local residents are 
considered infectious and another 436 are under monitoring because they were 
exposed to someone who has tested positive for the virus. Lane County has seen 
more than 10,000 COVID infections in the past year. The Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday reported 324 new infections statewide but no new deaths. Oregon’s 
death toll remains at 2,155. Our statewide infection total stands at 153,134. ; New 
numbers released yesterday by the Oregon Health Authority indicate case counts, 
cases per 100,000 residents, and testing positivity rates continued to fall during 
the past two weeks in Lane County. That gives officials further hope that as early 
as today Lane County might learn that it is being downgraded from Extreme Risk 



to High Risk, effective on Friday. If that happens, it will allow restaurants and bars 
to resume indoor dining with 25 percent capacity. Gyms and similar businesses 
also could expand some of their offerings. ; According to the latest vaccination 
numbers from the state, more than 542,000 Oregonians have received at least 
their first doses of COVID vaccine. More than 49,000 of those are in Lane County. 
And of those, more than 16,600 local residents have received their second doses. 
Lane County is receiving more vaccine doses this week to continue immunizing 
its senior population. Officials say they already have provided close to 6,300 
doses to those ages 75 and older and another 25,000 first doses are arriving over 
the next four weeks. But demand remains great. County health officials say there 
are close to 15,000 people ages 80 and older. Last week, when people between 
the ages of 75 and 79 became eligible, it added another 13,000 to the mix. And 
yesterday, more than 11,000 local residents between the ages of 70 and 74 
became eligible for vaccination. That’s more than 40,000 people in the “age 70+” 
group, meaning there still are not enough doses to go around. ; Lane County 
Public Health workers fielded hundreds of calls yesterday alone from anxious 
seniors, including some over the age of 80 who complained they had heard from 
younger, age 75-plus friends and neighbors who over the weekend received their 
first vaccine doses. Why, the older adults wondered, were they not contacted and 
offered a vaccination appointment first? County officials say it’s complicated. They 
say they are working to prioritize older adults first. But some preregistration forms 
contained inaccurate birthdates. A 94-year-old senior, for example, might have 
clicked the month and day of their birth but not the year, meaning they showed up 
in the county preregistration database as being one year old. Officials say they 
are going through tens of thousands of preregistration forms now to catch errors 
and correct them, a process that involves contacting seniors one-by-one, if 
needed. Because of that sheer volume of tens of thousands of preregistrations, 
some younger seniors between the ages of 75 and 79 received vaccination 
appointment invitations ahead of older seniors. Again, county officials are working 
to correct that and prioritize everyone by age in descending order. But they say it 
is a logistical challenge and still slow going. And it turns out many people who 
went online to fill out preregistration forms either to scroll all the way to the bottom 
of the page and click to submit their information. County officials say if you never 
received a confirmation email that you were preregistered, you might have fallen 
into that category and might need to go back online and resubmit your 
information. But if you received a confirmation email for your preregistration, it 
means your form was received. Finally, have you checked your junk email folder 
recently? Lane county Public Health says it appears its emails to about ten 
percent of those who preregistered are getting caught in people’s spam filters. 
That means people might not be seeing messages confirming their 
preregistration, containing the latest public health newsletter, or inviting them to 
schedule a vaccination appointment. The county began emailing another batch of 
appointment invitations yesterday afternoon and telephoning those who 
preregistered with a phone number as their primary contact. More invitations will 
go out next week. Meantime, People 65 and older will be eligible March 1. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: The U.S. Education Department said Monday that it will 
not allow states to forgo federally required standardized testing in schools this 
year. But it will give them flexibility to delay testing or hold it online during the 
pandemic. Aiming for a middle ground in a polarized debate, the Biden 



administration said states must continue with annual testing but can apply to be 
exempted from certain accountability measures tied to the results. States also will 
be allowed to move tests to the summer or fall, or they can offer shortened tests 
or online assessments. Officials say the testing will help schools better 
understand the impact of the pandemic and how to help students. And they say 
parents need information on how their children are doing. Democrats pushed for 
testing to identify and address learning setbacks, but who say schools should not 
be penalized for falling short of goals. Republicans and some teachers’ unions 
say standardized tests are not the best way to measure a child’s development 
and that they should be replaced with locally created evaluations. Federal law 
requires states to test students each year in subjects including math and reading 
as a way to gauge schools’ progress and to identify learning disparities among 
different groups of students. The Trump administration allowed all states to forgo 
tests last year, but then-Education Secretary Betsy DeVos rejected calls to issue 
another blanket waiver for this year. The Biden administration’s new guidance 
tells states that, although testing in some form will be required, they can apply for 
waivers to be exempt from accountability measures related to the federally 
required testing. Test results would not be used to measure progress toward long-
term goals, for example, and it would not be used to identify struggling schools. It 
also would waive a requirement that states administer tests to at least 95 percent 
of students. States will still be required to publicly share school report cards 
showing how students performed at the state and local levels, with breakdowns 
by race and other student characteristics. It adds that “as a condition” of the 
flexibility, schools must report new data showing how many students are 
persistently absent, and other data on their access to computers and home 
internet. ; A new study finds that teachers may be more important drivers of 
COVID-19 transmission in schools than students. In an online briefing yesterday, 
CDC director Dr. Rochelle Walensky told reporters, “educators played an 
important role in the spread” — often during in-person meetings or lunches — and 
then subsequently spread to classrooms. The study from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention took a closer look at nine COVID-19 transmission clusters 
in elementary schools in the Atlanta suburb of Marietta in December and January. 
In only one of the nine clusters was a student clearly the first documented case, 
while a teacher was the first documented case in four clusters. In another four, 
the first case was unclear. But scientists say that of the nine clusters, eight 
involved probable teacher-to-student transmission. Two clusters saw teachers 
infect each other during in-person meetings or lunches — with a teacher then 
infecting other students. ; The pandemic is posing a challenge for families, 
especially for those with younger children who would ordinarily be in school 
learning critical skills such as reading. The SMART Reading program, which once 
placed volunteers in schools to read with children, quickly became an online 
program to support many more youngsters across Lane County. Sessions now 
are delivered online, with stories recorded by various longtime volunteers. There 
are “pen pal” programs to help children and volunteers remain in touch. The 
program’s website at www.smartreading.org has tips for parents, not only on 
helping children to learn to read, but to develop a love of reading. Before the 
pandemic, only a single copy or two of a book was needed at each school. But 
the virtual version of SMART Reading requires copies of books for every child to 
have at their home. That’s where your donations to SMART Reading and its 



Oregon Reads Aloud fundraiser on Friday (Feb. 26) can make a big difference. 
The all-day event features lots of longtime volunteers and Oregon celebrities 
reading aloud to kids and sharing details about SMART Reading. Among the 
special guests: WNBA Player and former Oregon women’s basketball star Ruthy 
Hebard; Portland Timbers Mascot “Timber Joey”; NFL Quarterback Marcus 
Mariota; Napoleon Dynamite’s Jon Heder; and NBC’s Keith Morrison of Dateline. / 
HEALTH, COMMUNITY: Here’s a polling question for our pandemic times: Would 
give up sex for a year to be able to travel again immediately? Love this story in 
USA Today: The travel accommodation company, Trivago, surveyed 2,000 
Americans and Britons over the course of a week in early January. Thirty-eight 
percent of Americans said they'd give up sex for one year if they could hit the 
road, board a plane or train, or engage in some form of travel immediately. And 
the responses got wilder the more questions pollsters asked: One in five 
respondents said would dump their partner for a chance to hit the road again. 
One quarter said they'd trade all their savings for a trip. Nearly half of the 
Americans polled said they'd give up their jobs, too. On a kinder note, about 
a quarter of the Americans said the goal for their first post-pandemic trip would be 
to spend time with family and friends they have not been able to see due to 
COVID restrictions. Not surprisingly, older adults felt most strongly about this. And 
more than half of the respondents said they had adopted a new hobby during the 
pandemic and once it's all over, about two-thirds said they'd probably choose a 
vacation related to that hobby. / COMMUNITY, SOCIAL SERVICES: Grilled 
cheese, anyone? During the month of February, local restaurants get creative 
during the Grilled Cheese Experience, a fundraiser for our local food bank, FOOD 
For Lane County. Every time you purchase one of these gourmet creations, $2 is 
donated to FOOD for Lane County. Win-win! Plan your meals now.  / SAFETY, 
TRANSPORTATION, WEATHER: It started as a shortcut home to Eugene but 
ended late Sunday night and early Monday morning with Deschutes County 
Search and Rescue teams helping to extricate seven people in three vehicles 
from deep snow off the Cascade Lakes Highway in Central Oregon. Officials say 
it is another reminder that during the winter, secondary roads you think might be 
passable often are not. Everyone’s fine, including two adults from Eugene and 
five from La Pine—ranging in age from 14 to 50—after first a Chevy Suburban, 
then a Ford F-150 pickup, followed by another Chevy Suburban became mired in 
the snow. It started around 10 p.m. Sunday, when a La Pine man, Eric Valentine, 
called to say his vehicle had gotten stuck in the snow while he was trying to 
rescue his nephew, who was also stuck in the snow. Valentine said 38-year-old 
Brandon Dustin of Eugene and a female passenger had left his home earlier that 
evening and planned to take a “back way” via the Cascade Lakes Highway to 
reach Highway 58 and head home. But after finding snowmobiles traveling the 
highway and getting advice from the riders that the highway was closed, officials 
say Dustin attempted to turn around and his vehicle became stuck. Valentine 
responded with two teens, ages 18 and 14, to help but also became stuck in the 
snow. Valentine said he’d called a friend with a tow truck for assistance, but the 
friend and his passenger showed up in an SUV, which also became stuck. Search 
and Rescue teams used Valentines 911 call as a locating tool and found the three 
vehicles and seven people—all within a few hundred yards of each other and all 
warm and safe inside the vehicles at about 4:30 Monday morning. Rescuers sued 
a number of rigs to transport them to safety where they were reunited with family. 



Officials say it is a reminder if you are traveling during the winter to anticipate 
changes in the weather and varying snowpack conditions.  If you plan to travel 
forest service roads this time of year, remember they are generally not 
maintained, and another route might be safer. Be sure to bring appropriate 
vehicles and equipment: including a shovel, lighting, clothing, blankets, food, 
water, navigation and communication devices to include a cell phone charger. / 
WEATHER, SAFETY: More than 24,000 customers were still without power in 
northwest Oregon — 10 days after a series of powerful ice storms. The 
Oregonian/OregonLive reports the majority of the outages were in Clackamas 
County, where more than 8,700 people were still in the dark Monday. Marion 
County accounted for another 7,800 outages with the rest scattered among 
Multnomah, Polk, Washington and Yamhill counties. Portland General Electric 
said last week it hoped to have power restored to most customers by Friday night. 
But officials with the utility said extensive damage has increased the work to be 
done. PGE CEO Maria Pope said Monday she couldn't give an exact date when 
power to everyone will be restored. / ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT: The U.S. 
Interior Department is delaying the Trump administration’s last-minute roll-back of 
federal protections for the northern spotted owl. On Monday, federal officials said 
the changes will be reviewed, delaying their effective date from March 16 to April 
15. Oregon Public Broadcasting reports that on Jan. 15, just days before leaving 
office, the Trump administration published a final rule revising protections for the 
northern spotted owl. The rule lifted critical-habitat protections for the bird from 
3.4 million acres in Oregon, Washington and California. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife’s had proposed a more modest revision, seeking to remove critical habitat 
status from a little over 200,000 acres in 15 counties in Oregon. / SPORTS: In 
college basketball: The Oregon Men’s Basketball team lost last night to USC, 72-
58, snapping a five-game winning streak. The Ducks visit Stanford on Thursday. 
The 6 p.m. game will air on ESPN, ESPN2, or ESPNU. ; The Oregon State Men’s 
Basketball team is at Cal on Thursday. Tip-off from Berkley is shortly after 5 p.m. 
on ESPNU. ; It’s Rivalry Week for the Oregon and Oregon State Women’s 
Basketball teams. The Squads meet Sunday afternoon at Eugene’s Matthew 
Knight Arena to close out their regular seasons ahead of the conference 
tournament. The game tips off at 3 p.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. Yesterday, OSU 
senior Aleah (uh-LEE’-uh) Goodman was named ESPNW’s National Player of the 
Week for her standout performance as the Beavs defeated Number Eight UCLA 
on Sunday. /  
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BUSINESS, HEALTH, COMMUNITY: Lane County, welcome to High Risk. The 
Governor and state health officials confirmed yesterday that effective Friday, Lane 
County is moving from the “Extreme Risk” classification for COVID to the 
somewhat lower “High Risk” category. The loosening of restrictions reflects a 
continued decline in infections and deaths, cases per 100,000 population, and 
lower positive testing rates. But restrictions on businesses remain tight, in an 
effort to reduce the spread of COVID. Under the new “High Risk” classification, 
restaurants and bars will be able to resume indoor dining at 25 percent of regular 
capacity or 50 people, whichever is smaller. The outdoor dining limit rises to 75 
people. Closing times for restaurants and bars remain 11 p.m. Whether inside or 
out, dining establishments must limit guest groups to six people. Diners are 
encouraged to limit those at each table to people from no more than two 
households. The resumption of indoor dining is significant for restaurant and bar 
owners, who have struggled for months to operate with a mix of outdoor dining, 
takeout, curbside pickup, and delivery. Some businesses began contacting laid-
off employees and recent job applicants during the past week, anticipating the 
resumption of limited indoor dining. The “High Risk” designation also offers some 
good news to indoor gyms in Lane County, which now can operate at 25 percent 
occupancy or 50 people, whichever is less. But indoor full-contact sports 
remain prohibited. There are also expansions for indoor religious gatherings, 
which now may host 150 people or 25 percent of their indoor capacity, whichever 
number is smaller. Grocery store capacity remains limited to 50 percent. Lane 
County was one of seven Oregon counties that is moving on Friday from the 
Extreme Risk to the High Risk category. Up the valley, Linn County improved 
even more and moved from High Risk to Moderate Risk, which allows even more 
indoor dining and activities. But Benton County remains at Extreme Risk for at 
least another two weeks. ; A blow for businesses and residents of Douglas 
County, who have seen an alarming surge in COVID cases in the past few weeks. 
Douglas County is moving from High Risk back to the tighter Extreme Risk 
category. Joining Benton, Coos, Josephine, and Jefferson counties. That means 
tighter limits on restaurants, bars, and gyms after more than 300 new COVID 
cases in the past couple of weeks. But in an open letter to state officials, 
members of the Douglas County Board of Commissioners criticized the decision. 



They say the state’s “one size fits all” approach to coronavirus restrictions unfairly 
targets businesses that have seen relatively few cases and outbreaks. The 
Douglas County officials say more cases are connected to long-term care 
facilities, churches, schools, and residents who have chosen to host large events. 
As a result, the Douglas County Commission members write that "realize that 
many local businesses are likely to stay open and challenge the State’s 
guidelines for this new risk level." ; A close to $18,000 fine ($17,800) for a 
Florence restaurant that state officials say was willfully exposing workers to 
COVID-19. Officials with the Oregon Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration says it came after an investigation in which two compliance officers 
say several people, including a man carrying a firearm, blocked their access to 
the business then followed them to their cars, shouting at them as they left. The 
inspectors said they were able to confirm indoor dining by looking through the 
establishment’s windows. Oregon OSHA officials say the inspection of The New 
Blue Hen, doing business as The Little Brown Hen, as triggered by multiple 
complaints that the restaurant had been allowing indoor dining since at least Dec. 
26. Michael Wood, administrator for Oregon OSHA, imposed the $17,800 penalty, 
which is twice the minimum penalty for a willful violation to reflect “the need to 
ensure a more appropriate deterrent effect where employers insist on 
disregarding public health measures.” The restaurant’s owner has 30 days to 
appeal. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health was notified yesterday of 39 new 
cases of COVID-19 and one new death. The 47-year-old man, who tested 
positive on January 22 and died on Friday, was the county’s first coronavirus-
related fatality in a week-and-a-half. Nineteen local patients are hospitalized for 
COVID, five of them in intensive care. County health officials say 162 local 
residents are considered infectious and another 416 are under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who has tested positive for the virus. 
That’s a slight increase from recent days. Lane County has seen more than 
10,000 COVID infections in the past year. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 529 new infections statewide and eight new deaths. Oregon’s death toll 
stands at 2,162. Our statewide infection total stands at 153,134. ; Lane County 
has hit a new vaccination plateau, with more than 50,000 residents who have 
received at least their first dose. Of those, more than 17,600 are fully vaccinated. 
Lane County is receiving 5,000 vaccine doses this week to continue immunizing 
its senior population and scheduled another round of invitation-only mass 
vaccinations for this weekend. Within hours of emailing and calling those who 
preregistered to offer vaccination appointments, county officials say all available 
slots were full and they were adding those who responded later to their waiting 
list. Public health officials say more large batches of vaccine will arrive over the 
next few weeks, allowing them to contact more seniors and schedule 
appointments. But demand remains great. Seniors ages 70 and older are 
currently eligible for vaccination. But that represents more than 40,000 people in 
Lane County, meaning there continue to be far more seeking vaccination than 
there are doses available. Seniors ages 65 and older become eligible on March 1. 
Public Health leaders say they know people are tired of waiting but they ask for 
your patience. They note that by April, they expect to have administered at least 
one dose to everyone in the 65-plus age group who wants one. Statewide, more 
than 548,000 have received at least one vaccination dose. 282,000 are fully 
immunized. / CRIME: What is wrong with some people? Since Sunday, there 



have been at least 17 reported tire-slashing incidents in the West University 
neighborhood and parts of South Eugene. Now, Eugene Police are asking 
anyone who might have surveillance footage that captured any of the incidents 
contact them, as well as anyone who might have leads in the case. The tire-
slashing reports came from residents along the 4600 block of Hillside Drive, in the 
West Amazon and University areas. Investigators believe the crimes likely 
occurred between 1 a.m. and 3 a.m. Sunday morning. Several victims reported 
hearing loud music between those hours. One witness said they heard the music 
and saw a beige sedan stop on the street before a person of unknown gender 
hopped out of the vehicle. The subject appeared to tamper with a parked vehicle 
before driving off. That suspect is described as having a medium build and long 
hair. Know anything about the incidents? Eugene Police would like to hear from 
you. Call 541-682-5111. ; The Roseburg man who shot at vehicles along 
Interstate 5 in southern Oregon from his tractor-trailer rig has pleaded guilty in 
connection with eight separate incidents. That’s the word from the Jackson 
County District Attorney’s Office, which is prosecuting the case against 49-year-
old Kenneth Ayers. Officials say Ayers pleaded guilty to charges of attempted 
murder, unlawful use of a weapon, Recklessly Endangering, and Criminal 
Mischief. He will be sentenced Tuesday morning. Ayers was taken into custody in 
August, after a series of random shootings in Jackson, Josephine, and Douglas 
counties between May and August targeted vehicles on Interstate Five and 
possibly some secondary roads. Investigators recovered a 45-caliber gun they 
say was used in the incidents. / RECREATION, HEALTH: It’s a popular spot 
along the Southern Oregon Coast, midway between Bandon and Port Orford. The 
campground at Cape Blanco State Park will reopen March 2 after being closed for 
nearly a year due to COVID-19, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
announces. Cape Blanco has long been a first-come, first-serve campground, 
meaning sites could not be reserved. Much of that was due to the park’s remote 
location and lack of high-speed connectivity. But now, visitors will be able to 
reserve sites up to six months in advance starting at 6 a.m. on March 1 for all 
stays beginning March 2 and later. Cape Blanco reservations can be made from 
one day to six months in advance starting at 6 a.m. Monday, March 1, through 
oregonstateparks.reserveamerica.com or by calling 800-452-5687. Group sites 
will remain closed for now to reduce COVID exposure. Located at the state’s 
westernmost tip overlooking the Pacific Ocean, Cape Blanco has 52 spacious, 
private campsites with electrical and water hookups, as well as four rustic cabins 
and eight horse sites with corrals. The park includes hiking trails, horse trails, an 
open riding area and the Cape Blanco Lighthouse, which is closed to tours due to 
COVID-19. Two additional first-come, first-served coastal campgrounds that have 
been closed since the beginning of the pandemic — Washburne Memorial State 
Park north of Heceta Head and Loeb State Park north of Brookings will reopen 
and be on the reservation system later this spring. / TRANSPORTATION, 
SAFETY: Emergency work to build a retaining wall to shore up a shifting portion 
of U.S. 101 at milepost 170.5 is (about 2.5 miles south of Cape Perpetua) on 
schedule. Closures remain in effect daily from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Between 7 p.m. 
and 7 a.m., traffic is flagged through the project area in the northbound lane. 
Work is not done at night because of safety concerns and the need for full 
visibility. Some good news for drivers: Crews have determined they will be able to 
recover a drill rig from below the construction without a previously planned two-



day closure. Instead, they plan to complete the operation during one of the 
regularly scheduled 12-hour closures. Once done, no further 12-hour closures are 
expected. Traffic will be flagged 24-hours a day for the duration of the project. 
This plan is subject to adjustment based on construction and weather conditions. 
The closure barriers are now at milepost 171.5 and milepost 168, areas that have 
space for larger vehicles to turn around, between Yachats and Florence. No one 
is allowed through the construction site itself between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. People 
who live or work between the closure barriers and the construction site (local 
traffic) are allowed past the barrier from the north or south up to construction - but 
not through. Road status information boards are on U.S. 101 at Newport, 
Waldport and Florence, and on OR 126 Florence-Eugene Highway in Florence 
and Veneta. The message boards relay the current road status of open or closed, 
with the associated hours. Travelers should expect closures or extended delays in 
the area to continue into mid-March. Check TripCheck.com or call 5-1-1 for 
current road status. A crack in the road was reported in January. Monitoring found 
that it was becoming larger because the containment wall was failing, and an 
immediate repair was required. The northbound lane is built on bedrock and is 
stable. The southbound lane was built on fill, which relies on a retaining wall to 
remain in place. A project to repair the section of road held in place by a historic 
retaining wall began Monday, Feb. 1. On Friday, Feb. 5, the northern half of the 
wall collapsed and a drill rig and operator fell about 150 feet to the rocks below. / 
WEATHER, SAFETY: More than 6,000 homes and businesses in northwest 
Portland remain without power close to two weeks after a series of ice storms and 
snowstorms took down hundreds of miles of power lines and utility poles. The 
series of three Arctic storms slammed the Mid-Willamette and Northern 
Willamette Valley, the North Coast, Columbia Gorge, and parts of Northeastern 
Oregon. Major utilities Portland General Electric and Pacific Power says their 
crews continue to work round-the-clock to restore heat and light to affected 
customers and hope to eliminate most outages by this weekend. / WEATHER, 
COMMUNITY: Today is the two-year anniversary of “Snowmageddon.” On 
Sunday afternoon, February 24, it began to snow heavily in Eugene-Springfield 
and parts of Lane and Douglas Counties. Snow had been in the forecast, but this 
arrived six hours early and—rather than an inch or two—dropped 15-22 inches in 
town and far more in outlying areas. A secondary storm the next evening dropped 
another six inches in town and higher amounts in rural areas. The storms 
essentially shut down much of Central and Eastern Lane and Douglas Counties, 
snarling roads, closing schools, and leaving thousands without power for weeks. 
Residents helped out one-another while emergency and utility crews plowed their 
way to locations across the region to restore power and rescue vulnerable 
residents stranded in dark and frigid homes. Many of us upgraded our emergency 
preparedness supplies during and after Snowmageddon, helping many of us have 
a bit more planning in place ahead of last year’s pandemic and wildfires. Local 
Public Works crews also learned they needed upgraded equipment to handle up 
to two feet of heavy, wet snow in some areas and began budgeting for more 
snowplows and expanded weather maintenance operations. / SPORTS: In 
college basketball: The Oregon Men’s Basketball team visits Stanford on 
Thursday. The 6 p.m. game will air on ESPN, ESPN2, or ESPNU. The Oregon 
State Men’s Basketball team is at Cal on Thursday. Tip-off from Berkley is shortly 
after 5 p.m. on ESPNU. It’s Rivalry Week for the Oregon and Oregon State 



Women’s Basketball teams. The Squads meet Sunday afternoon at Eugene’s 
Matthew Knight Arena to close out their regular seasons ahead of the conference 
tournament. The game tips off at 3 p.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. / HEALTH, 
POLITICS: COVID-19 vaccine makers told Congress on Tuesday to expect a big 
jump in the delivery of doses over the coming month, and the companies insist 
they will be able to provide enough for most Americans to get inoculated by 
summer. By the end of March, Pfizer and Moderna expect to have provided the 
U.S. government with a total of 220 million vaccine doses, up sharply from the 
roughly 75 million shipped so far. That’s not counting a third vaccine, from 
Johnson & Johnson, that’s expected to get a green light from regulators soon. 
The Biden administration said Tuesday that it expects about 2 million doses of 
that vaccine to be shipped in the first week, but the company told lawmakers it 
should provide enough of the single-dose option for 20 million people by the end 
of March. Looking ahead to summer, Pfizer and Moderna expect to complete 
delivery of 300 million doses each, and J&J aims to provide an additional 100 
million doses. That would be more than enough to vaccinate every American 
adult, the goal set by the Biden administration. Two other manufacturers, 
Novavax and AstraZeneca, have vaccines in the pipeline and anticipate 
eventually adding to those totals. Asked pointedly if they face shortages of raw 
materials, equipment or funding that would throw off those schedules, all of the 
manufacturers expressed confidence that they had enough supplies and had 
already addressed some of the early bottlenecks in production. / BUSINESS, 
HEALTH: Class action lawsuits were filed in Nevada against 10 major auto 
insurance companies on Tuesday, contending that the companies charged 
excessive insurance premiums during the pandemic by failing to account for a 
drop in driving and crashes. The lawsuits acknowledge that some insurers 
provided discounts over the emptier roads and drop in accidents and claims, but 
the discounts did not offer “any meaningful relief that actually reflects the 
reduction in cars on the road and reduced driving during the pandemic,” 
according to the court filings. The rates that were charged violate state law 
against excessive premiums, the lawsuits contend. /  
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BUSINESS, HEALTH: State officials have fined another Florence restaurant for 
violating state COVID guidelines for businesses that are intended to protect 
employees from the virus. Oregon’s Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration fined the Firehouse Restaurant & Lounge more than $18,000 for 
allowing indoor dining, failing to have an infection control plan, and not conducting 
a risk assessment. Employers have 30 days to appeal citations. Oregon OSHA 
officials say the violations began in late December. They say decided to conduct 
the inspection by phone after reviewing social media posts and websites and 
discovering the potential for armed people blocking access to the business. They 
say their investigation showed that some extremist groups were encouraging 
people to engage in violence against compliance officers if they visited the site. 
The restaurant’s manager told Oregon OSHA officials that she originally closed 
the business to the public, but later decided to re-open it, even though she was 
aware the decision went against measures to prevent the spread of the disease in 
an extreme-risk county. ; The Oregon Liquor Control Commission has suspended 
the alcohol license of a Springfield bar, for allowing indoor dining in violation of 
state and local public health guidelines. OLCC officials say operators of the 
Twisted River Saloon in the 1400 block of Main Street contacted them in late 
December to notify the agency that the business would be reopening. OLCC 
officials say they encouraged the business licensee to follow the guidelines 
prohibiting indoor dining. But a complaint was filed last month that the indoor part 
of the business was filled to capacity. When OLCC inspectors followed up, they 
say they were told by the owner that Twisted River Saloon would continue to 
operate, offering indoor and outdoor dining. Officials say social media posts 
indicate it continues to do so and is offering live entertainment. The suspension of 
the establishment’s on-site alcohol sales license may be challenged by the 
licensee. / ECONOMY, FINANCES, HEALTH: There might be a bit more money 
coming back into the pockets of Oregon taxpayers in the spring of 2021. Fueled 
by last year’s massive federal stimulus programs, that helped keep businesses 
and many of their workers afloat, the state took in more tax revenue than was 
forecasted last year. State economists say that will likely trigger Oregon’s unique 
“kicker” tax rebate that could be to the tune of $571 million when taxpayers next 
year file their 2021 returns. The numbers are contained in the state’s quarterly 



revenue forecast. The stimulus funds made it possible for many businesses to 
stay open and continue paying taxes and provided a bonus to Oregonians, many 
of whom also received enhanced federal unemployment benefits. The kicker 
amounts would be a rebate when you file your taxes in a year. Oregonians 
received a “kicker” worth a record total of $1.6 billion in 2020, when they filed their 
2019 tax returns. The Oregonian and OregonLive report the forecast is good 
news for the state budget, with general fund and lottery revenues expected to 
come in $642.7 million higher than expected as of November for the 2019-2021 
budget. That would erase part of the $1.6 billion budget gap legislative leaders 
predicted earlier this month, which they thought would occur due to slower than 
predicted state revenue growth and hundreds of millions of dollars in COVID and 
wildfire recovery-related spending by the Legislature last year. Oregon’s two-year 
budget is approximately $26 billion. State economists in the Office of Economic 
Analysis made only minor adjustments to their revenue forecast for the next two-
year budget cycle, with a total increase of $56 million in combined general fund 
and lottery revenues in 2021-2023 compared with the forecast issued in 
November. They expect the state’s new business tax, calculated on sales, to also 
increase by $56 million in that time frame compared with the previous estimate. 
The latter money would by law be spent on public schools and early childhood 
programs. Although McMullen and Lehner adjusted down the total amount the 
state can expect to receive from gambling in the current budget, Lehner said 
lottery receipts rebounded incredibly quickly when early 2020 COVID restrictions 
were lifted and that informed the economists’ predictions both for future lottery 
revenues and a broader economic rebound from pent-up consumer demand in 
Oregon. State leaders had a mixed response to the positive news, with Gov. Kate 
Brown urging caution on the state budget until lawmakers know how much money 
Oregon will receive from a likely third federal relief package and receive another 
revenue forecast in May. House Speaker Tina Kotek, D-Portland, said the 
Legislature should further increase spending to help Oregonians still experiencing 
“economic pain on the ground” from COVID-related job losses and the historic 
2020 wildfires. House Republican Leader Christine Drazan, R-Canby, said 
lawmakers should take a fiscally conservative approach to the budget and avoid 
increasing taxes on businesses. Democrats have expressed interest in curtailing 
some business tax breaks this legislative session, particularly those copied 
automatically from federal tax laws, and they have proposed using the revenue to 
help people and businesses suffering economically through state-designed 
approaches. Business groups have countered that it is the wrong time to raise 
taxes when many small businesses are struggling. / HEALTH: Two more deaths 
reported yesterday in Lane County from COVID-19. That raises our local 
pandemic death toll to 124. Lane County Public Health also was notified 
yesterday of 31 new cases of coronavirus infection. Nineteen local patients are 
hospitalized for COVID, with five of them in intensive care. County health officials 
say 164 local residents are considered infectious and close to 400 are under 
monitoring because they were exposed to someone who has tested positive for 
the virus. Lane County has seen more than 10,000 COVID infections in the past 
year. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 437 new infections 
statewide and 32 new deaths. Oregon’s death toll stands at 2,194. Our statewide 
infection total stands at more than 154,000. ; Last week’s numbers from the 
Oregon Health Authority show continued sharp decreases in daily cases, 



hospitalizations and deaths. Still, the state tallied 2,260 new daily cases of 
COVID-19 between Monday, Feb. 15, and Sunday, Feb. 21. But it was a 35 
percent decrease from the previous week. New COVID-19 related hospitalizations 
fell 42 percent. Deaths also decreased from 114 to 17, but officials say some of 
that might be due to delayed reporting in the wake of the ice storms in the 
northern Willamette Valley. The weekly report showed 74 active COVID-19 
outbreaks in senior living communities and congregate living settings—locations 
that experienced three or more confirmed cases and one or more COVID-19 
related deaths. While younger adults are most likely to be infected with COVID, 
people age 70 and older have accounted three out of every four Oregon deaths 
associated with the virus. ; February is usually the peak of flu season, but not this 
year. Health officials say flu cases and hospitalizations have been at their lowest 
levels in decades. Experts say that measures put in place to fend off COVID-19 
are a big factor. Some think it's also possible that the coronavirus has essentially 
muscled aside not only flu, but also some other bugs usually seen in the fall and 
winter. The number of flu infections is so low that it’s difficult for CDC to do its 
annual calculation of how well the vaccine is working. And it could make planning 
for next season's flu vaccine tougher too. / CRIME: Springfield Police say they are 
seeking a “Person of Interest” in connection with last night’s homicide 
investigation in the 700 Block of South 68th Place. It came after reports of a 
dispute at the residence. Police say one person was shot and died at the scene. 
Their name has not been released. But police say they would like to speak with 
46-year-old Christopher Wilcox of Springfield. He is considered armed and 
dangerous and was last seen driving a black, 2006 Mazda Tribute with Oregon 
license plate 012 DBT. If you see Wilcox, Springfield Police say do not attempt to 
contact him. Instead, call 911. ; Eugene Police say they have arrested a man who 
fled after a judge sentenced him to seven-and-a-half years in prison during a 
remote hearing. Investigators say Robbie Louis Rowland was arrested Tuesday 
night after disobeying the judge’s order to report to jail immediately. Police say 
Rowland is a prolific offender who had been arrested three time prior to his 
February 17 sentencing, including following a police pursuit that ended with him 
crashing a motorcycle and breaking his arm on the Delta Highway. Rowland was 
sentenced for multiple thefts of new appliances from homes under construction in 
the North Delta and River Road areas. Now, in addition to that 90-month prison 
sentence, he faces additional charges connected to fleeing after last week’s 
sentencing. ; Eugene Police yesterday arrested two juveniles, ages 14 and 15, in 
connection with last damage and graffiti to a Santa Clara church, shopping area, 
and denture clinic. But they graffiti left at the businesses did not constitute a hate 
crime. Investigators say they determined that words appearing to target members 
of one minority community were in fact the street name of one of the juveniles 
involved. And they say a spray-painted image that was reported to resemble a 
noose was an attempt by the teens to depict a private body part. / WEATHER, 
SAFETY: Pacific Power says it finished restoring power following powerful ice 
storms on Sunday and that some of its crews plan to help Portland General 
Electric, which still has about 4,000 customers waiting for power. KOIN-TV 
reports Pacific Power predominantly serves the southern part of Oregon, but also 
serves cities such as Corvallis, Lincoln City, Bend and Astoria. At times, more 
than 80,000 Pacific customers were without power. The company had more than 
400 field personnel working 24/7 through ice and snow to restore power. PGE 



said Tuesday it could still be another week before all power is restored and that 
crews from multiple states had been helping out. / COMMUNITY, WEATHER, 
SAFETY:  As ice storms took out power to hundreds of thousands of Oregonians 
two weeks ago, members of the group TimberUnity mobilized to donate and 
transfer firewood to residents in some areas. The Capital Press reports it came 
after word that many stores had sold out of their firewood inventories and 
residents were scrambling to heat their frigid homes. TimberUnity, the volunteer-
led political advocacy group, heard stories of some storm victims tearing down 
their fences for firewood. Seneca Jones Timber Company donated two truckloads 
of firewood from its Eugene sawmill. One went to a non-profit community warming 
shelter in Woodburn, another to a shelter at the Clackamas County Fairgrounds in 
Canby. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, COMMUNITY: TimberUnity also has been 
partnering with local businesses and donors to establish and expand a tool-
lending library in Blue River to assist those rebuilding after the Holiday Farm Fire. 
It received a big boost from a $5,000 donation from Sun Automotive in 
Springfield, and contributions from others including Roberts Supply Company and 
Upper McKenzie Fire. The tool lending library provides everything from shovels to 
levels, as well as chainsaws and generators. / DISASTERS, WILDFIRE 
RECOVERY: How much debris is being removed to clear properties gutted by 
September’s devastating Oregon wildfires? Try 170,000 tons so far. That’s the 
latest estimate from Oregon Office of Emergency Management, which is tracking 
the totals through its Wildfire Recovery program. That’s about half the mass of a 
mid-sized oil tanker. Since September, FEMA—the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency—has distributed $34.7 million through its programs and 
state and local partners. The state continues to provide programs to assist with 
services ranging from food and cleanup to mental health counseling. / 
AGRICULTURE, WEATHER: Oregon’s farmers spent the past two weeks 
assessing and repairing the damage from the snow- and ice storms that swept 
across the northern half of the Willamette Valley. The Capital Press reports the 
weight of three rounds of freezing rain tore limbs from many trees in hazelnut 
orchards, just as they were beginning their winter bloom. Experts say 
temperatures did not get low enough to damage the blooms and that the ice layer 
might have protected the hazelnut flowers, although it also slowed pollination. 
Trees that sag and split can recover from ice storms—especially those in younger 
orchards that are better able to bend under the weight. But hazelnut farmers now 
must prune those trees that were damaged to reduce the risks of disease or 
insect infestation. The wintry weather here and across much of the country also 
slowed nursery shipments from the Willamette Valley. Growers say it is not a 
major issue, but they did spend part of last week assessing the snow and ice load 
on their structures and ensuring there was no significant damage to outdoor 
plants and trees. Many also had backup generators to keep young greenhouse 
plants warm. Oregon provides a significant amount of nursery plants to other 
parts of the U.S. / SPORTS: In college basketball: The Oregon Men’s Basketball 
team visits Stanford today. The 6 p.m. game will air on ESPNU. The Oregon 
State Men’s Basketball team is at Cal today. Tip-off from Berkley is shortly after 5 
p.m. on ESPNU. It’s Rivalry Week for the Oregon and Oregon State Women’s 
Basketball teams. The Squads meet Sunday afternoon at Eugene’s Matthew 
Knight Arena to close out their regular seasons ahead of the conference 
tournament. The game tips off at 3 p.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. / HEALTH: 



American drugmaker Pfizer has begun studying whether a third dose of its 
COVID-19 vaccine provides protection against mutated versions of the 
coronavirus. Health authorities say first-generation COVID-19 vaccines still 
protect against variants that are emerging in different parts of the world. But 
manufacturers are starting to prepare now in case a more vaccine-resistant 
mutation comes along. Pfizer said it will offer a third dose to 144 volunteers, 
drawing from people who participated in the vaccine’s early-stage U.S. testing last 
year. It wants to determine if an additional booster shot given six to 12 months 
after the first two doses would rev up the immune system enough to ward off a 
mutated virus. ; A large real-world test of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine confirms that 
it’s very effective at preventing serious illness or death, even after one dose. The 
results come from a mass vaccination campaign in Israel. They give strong 
reassurance that the benefits seen in smaller tests persisted when the vaccine 
was used in a general population. The vaccine was 92 percent effective at 
preventing severe disease after two shots and 62 percent after one. Its estimated 
effectiveness for preventing death was 72 percent two to three weeks after the 
first shot. The New England Journal of Medicine published results Wednesday. ; 
An analysis by U.S. regulators says Johnson & Johnson's single-dose vaccine 
provides strong protection against severe COVID-19. The report Wednesday 
confirmed that overall the vaccine is about 66 percent effective at preventing 
moderate to severe COVID-19. On Friday, a panel of experts to the Food and 
Drug Administration will debate if the evidence is strong enough to recommend 
the long-anticipated shot. The FDA is expected to make a final decision within 
days. If the FDA clears the J&J shot for U.S. use, it won’t boost vaccine supplies 
significantly right away. Only a few million doses are expected to be ready for 
shipping in the first week. ; The National Institutes of Health is launching research 
to understand the causes and consequences of lingering brain fog, breathing 
problems and malaise reported by many recovering COVID-19 patients. Dr. 
Anthony Fauci says some studies have shown up to 30 percent of patients report 
symptoms that can endure for months, complicating their return to normal 
routines and work. Fauci says work at NIH started this week thanks to more than 
$1 billion provided by Congress for COVID-related medical research. Government 
scientists are looking to enlist doctors and research institutions in the effort to 
learn about “long-haul” COVID-19. Fauci says a critical issue is whether COVID-
19 predisposes some patients to other medical problems later, such as conditions 
affecting the heart or brain. ; CVS and Walgreens drugstores will start doling out 
COVID-19 vaccinations in more states today. The chains say they've received 
more vaccine doses from the government after using their initial allotment. Both 
companies started giving out vaccines on Feb. 12 to eligible customers at stores 
in several states. CVS says it will add stores in six states, including Florida, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, to a list of 11. CVS says it received another 570,000 doses 
from the government. Walgreens expects an additional 480,000 doses and will 
expand into California, Oregon and Virginia, among other states. Rite Aid also 
started shots this month at stores in the Northeast and California. / BUSINESS, 
ELDERS, HEALTH: Many older adults are shopping online during the pandemic 
in record numbers. NPD Group reports Americans 65 and older rang up an 
average of nearly $187 per month in online sales last year. That's a 60 percent 
increase over the year before. That's lower than the $238 per month average 
spent online by the total population. However, NPD says those 65 and older are 



the fastest-growing age group among online buyers. Internet retailers and delivery 
services hope seniors keep up the online shopping habit, even after the pandemic 
wanes. ; After a pandemic-fueled boom, U.S. pizza sales appear to be headed 
back to earth. Domino’s and Papa John’s pizza chains both said today that their 
same-store sales lost steam in the fourth quarter compared to the huge increases 
they saw earlier in 2020. That slowdown is expected to continue well into this 
year. Pizza delivery remains popular, but diners’ choices are expanding, with 
more restaurants now offering delivery. Pizza could also be pressured as the 
pandemic eases and dining rooms reopen. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: A Winter Storm Warning remains in effect until 10 
am Saturday for the Oregon Cascades. Heavy snow. Total snow accumulations 
of 1 to 2 feet through Saturday morning. Heaviest snowfall will be above 3,000 
feet. West winds will gust 35 to 50 mph on exposed ridges and peaks. Expect 
poor winter driving conditions with snow-covered roads, low visibility, and white-
out conditions at times. Travel is expected to be rather challenging at times. If you 
must travel, keep an extra flashlight, food, and water in your vehicle in case of an 
emergency. The latest road conditions at TripCheck.com or by calling 5-1-1. ; 
Hazard tree removal continues up the McKenzie after the Holiday Farm Fire. 
Crews are moving to locations on either side of Finn Rock. Use caution, plan for 
delays, and consider taking Highway 58 to get over the mountains. / DISASTERS, 
COMMUNITY: Sunday morning on Community Forum, we learn more about 
ShakeAlert, the earthquake early-warning system that launches on March 11 in 
Oregon. The ShakeAlert system developed by scientists with the U.S. Geological 
Survey and partners in the West Coast states, including at the University of 
Oregon. It’s already in use in California and coming soon to Washington state as 
the nation's first regional earthquake warning system. Our guest is Doug Toomey, 
a U-of-O seismologist who heads the Oregon Hazards lab. He talks about how 
ShakeAlert works, how you can receive notifications on your mobile device, and 
how to prepare if you receive that critical few seconds’ notice that an earthquake 
is about to strike. / HEALTH, BUSINESS:  Good news for restaurants, bars, 
indoor fitness, and other indoor recreation facilities: Lane County today moves 
into the “High Risk” classification for COVID from the more restrictive “Extreme 
Risk” category. It comes amid a continued decline in infections and deaths, cases 
per 100,000 population, and lower positive testing rates. Under the new “High 
Risk” classification, restaurants and bars are allowed to resume indoor dining at 
25 percent of regular capacity or 50 people, whichever is smaller. Many say 
they’ve already seen a rush among regulars to book one of the limited number of 
tables today or this weekend. The outdoor dining limit rises to 75 people. Closing 
times for restaurants and bars remain 11 p.m. Whether inside or out, dining 
establishments must limit guest groups to six people. Diners are encouraged to 
limit those at each table to people from no more than two households. The 
resumption of indoor dining is significant for restaurant and bar owners, who have 



struggled for months to operate with a mix of outdoor dining, takeout, curbside 
pickup, and delivery. The change means some businesses are recalling laid-off 
employees or hiring recent job applicants to handle anticipated demand. The 
“High Risk” designation also offers some good news to indoor gyms, fitness 
organizations, and indoor pools in Lane County, which now can operate at 25 
percent occupancy or 50 people, whichever is lower. But indoor full-contact sports 
remain prohibited. Indoor entertainment establishments, including theatres and 
bowling alleys, museums, and concert venues, may open with 25 percent 
capacity or 50 people, whichever is lower. Outdoor entertainment establishments 
may have up to 75 people. Grocery store capacity remains limited to 50 percent. 
There are also expansions for indoor religious gatherings, which now may host up 
to 150 people or 25 percent of their indoor capacity, whichever number is smaller. 
For the first time in months, long-term care facilities may allow some indoor visits 
from family and friends, to supplement the limited outdoor visits. Under High Risk, 
outdoor social and at-home gathering recommendations rise from six people to 
eight. ; Lane County is one of seven Oregon counties that is moving today from 
the Extreme-Risk to the High-Risk category. Up the valley, Linn County improved 
even more and moved from High Risk to Moderate Risk, which allows even more 
indoor dining and activities. But Benton County remains at Extreme Risk for at 
least another two weeks. But to the south of us, Douglas County is moving from 
High Risk back to the tighter Extreme Risk category. It comes after an alarming 
surge in COVID cases in the past few weeks. Douglas County is one of five 
counties now at Extreme Risk, joining Benton, Coos, Josephine, and Jefferson 
counties. That means tighter limits on restaurants, bars, and gyms after more 
than 300 new COVID cases in the past couple of weeks. / RECREATION, 
HEALTH: Springfield’s Willamalane Park Swim Center is reopening with limited 
capacity in a week-and-a-half. Officials with Willamalane Park and Recreation 
District say the facility, on Springfield’s G Street, will require visitors reserve swim 
times up to two weeks in advance and follow safety protocols. Registration opens 
on Monday, March 3, and is available online at Willamalane’s website at 
willamalane.org or by calling 541-736-4080. As restrictions ease across Lane 
County, Willamalane patrons will see the gradual return of additional 
programming at the aquatic facility, including swim lessons, recreation swims, and 
fitness classes. The water slide and shared equipment are not available now but 
will be as restrictions ease in the future. / LEGAL, HEALTH: With Lane County 
moving to the less-restrictive High-Risk category for COVID, Eugene’s Municipal 
Court is reopening for limited hours, starting today, for some legal matters. The 
Municipal Court continues to hear all in-custody matters and out-of-custody 
appearances by appointment only. The Court’s doors open at 8 a.m. every 
weekday. But individuals with pending criminal charges are encouraged to call 
their attorneys for further information on alternatives to in-person appearances 
and to clearing outstanding warrants. Much of Eugene Municipal Court’s work 
also continues by phone to schedule and notify people of future hearing dates. 
Call 541-682-5400. The Court’s website also has several alternatives to 
appearing in person for traffic and parking citations. And Eugene Municipal Court 
has installed a drop box outside its main doors for payments or other court related 
correspondence. / HEALTH: Be patient and know that a lot more doses are 
headed our way. That’s the message from Lane County Public Health officials, 
who spent the week fielding thousands of calls from frustrated residents wanting 



to know when they will be receiving their COVID vaccinations. Lane County this 
week began receiving increased shipments of vaccination doses. On Saturday, 
3,100 people are receiving their first doses at an invitation-only clinic. Another 
1,400 are scheduled for Sunday. Eighty percent of those doses are allotted for 
seniors, the rest are part of a push to finish vaccinating about 10,000 people in 
the Phase 1A group. The county is also working on outreach to rural 
communities. Another invitation-only clinic is set this weekend in Oakridge with 
one planned for next week in Florence. Both clinics already are fully booked. 
Mobile teams also are heading up the McKenzie next week to provide the first 
batch of vaccinations to some of those who are eligible. Some local pharmacies 
have received small quantities of vaccine doses this month and been contacting 
eligible customers to schedule appointments. And Lane County Public Health is 
scheduling three days of booster clinics for those ready to receive their second 
doses. That event, which runs Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, will administer 
6,000 “boost” doses to those in the Phase 1A group and 1,700 in the Phase 1B1 
educator group. Another three-day “boost clinic” is set for next weekend. County 
officials remind you: If you are being vaccinated through one of their clinics and 
are awaiting your second dose, they will contact you. Lane County Public Health 
is still hearing from those who says the agency’s emails are landing in their junk 
mail or spam folders. They urge you to check those folders regularly to make sure 
you don’t miss that message or an invitation for your first vaccination dose. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH, FAMILY: Officials with the University of Oregon and Lane 
County Public Health are concerned we might see a surge in COVID cases if 
people travel outside of the area for Spring Break. On campus, U-of-O leaders 
say they are encouraging students to remain in town, especially those who live in 
other cities and states and normally would spend Spring Break with their families. 
That includes not just students in residence halls, but those living in the 
community. If people do travel, campus leaders urge them to check for any 
COVID restrictions at their destination, schedule a COVID-19 test 3-5 days after 
their return, and self-quarantine until they receive negative results while 
monitoring for any symptoms. For those students staying in town for Spring break, 
the U-of-O is offering free activity kits for students to pick up at the Erb Memorial 
Union and even creating a socially distanced scavenger hunt. / HEALTH: Public 
health officials say two more people have died from COVID-19 in Lane County, 
an 88-year-old man and an 87-year-old man. That raises our local pandemic 
death toll to 126. Lane County Public Health also was notified yesterday of 45 
new cases of coronavirus infection. Seventeen local patients are hospitalized for 
COVID, with two of them in intensive care. County health officials say 168 local 
residents are considered infectious and hundreds more are under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who has tested positive for the virus. 
Lane County has seen close to 10,200 COVID infections in the past year. The 
Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 553 new confirmed cases and ten 
new deaths, bringing the state infection total to more than 154,000 (154,554). The 
state’s pandemic death toll is 2,204. / CRIME: Springfield Police say they located 
the suspect wanted in connection with Wednesday night’s homicide in the 700 
Block of South 68th Place. They say 46-year-old Christopher Wilcox was located 
deceased in his vehicle in a rural area east of Springfield from an apparent self-
inflicted gunshot wound. Police also identified the victim as his 17-year-old son, 
Spencer Wilcox. Police say the two were involved in a verbal dispute and when 



Christopher Wilcox fatally shot Spencer Wilcox. ; Two people were hospitalized 
with gunshot wounds yesterday morning after an incident in the 75000 block of 
Shortridge Hill Road, south of Cottage Grove. Investigators with the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office say the wounds appeared non-life threatening. They have not yet 
released the names of those involved or other details but say there is no ongoing 
threat to the community. Oregon State Police are assisting in the investigation. ; 
Two men were hospitalized last night with gunshot wounds after a reported 
dispute over a vehicle near Oakridge. Investigators say the call came in around 
10:20 last night at a location near Highway 58 and Harbor Drive. Not a lot of 
details yet. But the Lane County Sheriff’s Office and Oregon State Police 
responded, and officials said the suspect was described as a male, possibly 
Hispanic, armed with a firearm, and driving a blue Toyota Prius. Have any leads 
in the case? Contact the Lane County Sheriff’s Office at 541-682-4141. The case 
number is #21-1152. ; Eugene Police yesterday announced two more arrests in 
connection with the riot and looting of several downtown businesses in late May. 
25-year-old Geovanni Joey Rae White of Eugene was taken into custody as he 
left his residence on a bicycle. He was lodged at the Lane County Jail for Riot, 
Second-Degree Burglary, and First-Degree Theft. Another 25-year-old, Jeanluc 
Williams Van Carlson, was apprehended as he left his residence by vehicle. He 
was jailed on two counts of Riot, as well as Second-Degree Burglary, First-
Degree Theft, and two counts of Criminal Mischief. The arrests bring to 27 the 
number of people charged in connection with the riot the night of May 29. 
Investigators say that while not everyone who participated in that evening’s 
original peaceful protest participated in the riot, several hundred individuals took 
part in causing widespread damage to property, as well as committing burglary, 
robbery, assault, arson, and other violent crimes. Several businesses near 7th and 
Washington Streets sustained extensive damage and losses of merchandise and 
other items. Some rioters also actively blocked traffic, set bonfires, and sprayed 
graffiti. Investigators say it has taken time over the past seven months to analyze 
video and photos from the scene, match images of suspects to confirm identities, 
then locate the suspects. Additional arrests are expected. Police detectives 
continue to ask for your help in identifying others involved in the riot. If you have 
photos or videos of the incident you have not previously shared, contact Eugene 
Police. Contact Eugene Police at their non-emergency number or through the 
EPD TIP line at 541-262-5388. ; Eugene Police say they have arrested a suspect 
in last week’s burglary of a local music store. Investigators say they also 
recovered a number of items stolen from Beacock Music while taking 29-year-old 
Callen Mann of Eugene into custody. Property Crimes Unit detectives say Mann 
was the person who, in the early morning hours of February 17, broke the store’s 
front window and stole several thousand dollars’ worth of electric guitars and 
accessories. Detectives say they learned that Mann was in possession of the 
stolen guitars and described the suspect as a member of a local band that rented 
studio space at a music studio rental business in Eugene. On Wednesday night, 
detectives served a search warrant on the studio, recovering some of the stolen 
items from the burglary and arresting Mann. But they continue to look for two 
guitars that were taken during the crime. If you have any tips in the case, call 
Eugene Police at 541-682-5111. / POLITICS: Republican lawmakers yesterday 
walked out of an Oregon Senate session, using a tactic they had employed in the 
past two years to stop work in the Democratic-led Legislature. This time it was 



over the state’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic. Senate Republican Leader 
Fred Girod said the Legislature “has abdicated too much responsibility” to 
Democratic Governor Kate Brown. He demanded legislation aimed at school 
reopenings, vaccine distribution, economic recovery and government 
accountability. Senate Majority Leader Rob Wagner accused Senate Republicans 
of irresponsible actions against democracy. Oregon’s 2020 legislative session 
imploded after Republicans boycotted over a climate change measure. 
Republicans also conducted two walkouts in 2019. After this week’s walkout, only 
18 senators were present, two short of a quorum. All Republicans were absent, 
as was a former Republican who is now an Independent. Senate President Peter 
Courtney said the Senate would meet twice a week for now, on Wednesday and 
Thursdays, so Democrats may advance bills out of committees. / POLITICS, 
SAFETY: Democrats in an Oregon Senate committee have unanimously 
approved a bill that would allow jurisdictions to decide whether people with 
concealed handgun license into a public building, over the opposition of 
Republicans and numerous gun owners. The Judiciary Committee recommended 
the bill be passed by the full Senate with amendments. If that happens, it will 
advance to the state House. Under current Oregon law, a person with a 
concealed handgun license can possess a firearm or other weapon while in a 
public building. This proposal authorizes any city, county, commercial airport, 
school district, college or university to limit or preclude a concealed handgun 
licensee from possessing firearms in public buildings. Backers say the issue is 
even more important in the aftermath of the Jan. 6 assault on the U.S. Capitol. 
Senator Ginny Burdick, a Portland Democrat, in a virtual public hearing this week 
cited a late-January U.S. Department of Homeland Security bulletin that warned 
extremists might be emboldened by the breach of the U.S. Capitol to target 
elected officials and government facilities. An estimated 300,000-plus Oregonians 
have concealed handgun licenses. Among them, State Senator Fred Girod, the 
Senate’s Republican leader, who testified that he would feel defenseless without 
a gun. He said he and his wife both have concealed handgun permits. Girod 
added that he did not feel the Oregon Capitol building was safe and said he was 
not willing to be, quote, “a sitting duck for someone that comes in here and wants 
to start shooting.” The proposal already has attracted an estimated 2,000 pieces 
of written testimony, underscoring the passion people feel in support of, and in 
opposition to, any form of gun control. Proponents noted that jurisdictions would 
be able to decide how to proceed. For now, the law gives them no say in the 
matter. Burdick noted that in the Oregon Capitol, officials cannot keep angry 
protesters from bringing loaded AR-15s into the building, something that she said 
has already happened. / SPORTS: In college basketball: Chris Duarte had 17 of 
his 24 points in the final 10 minutes as the Oregon Men’s Basketball team 
yesterday held off Stanford for a 71-68 win. The Ducks kept their conference title 
hopes alive with four regular season games remaining on its schedule. The 
Oregon men visit Cal on Saturday. The 1:00 p.m. game is being carried by the 
Pac-12 Networks. ; Roman Silva scored 13 of his career-high 15 points in the 
second half as the Oregon State Men’s Basketball team beat California 59-57. 
The Beavs visit Stanford Saturday at 3:30 p.m. The Pac-12 Networks are airing 
the game. ; It’s Rivalry Week for the Oregon and Oregon State Women’s 
Basketball teams. The Squads meet Sunday afternoon at Eugene’s Matthew 
Knight Arena to close out their regular seasons. Though it will look different 



without fans or family in the stands, the Ducks will honor seniors Erin Boley and 
Lydia Giomi following Sunday's contest. The Number 14 Ducks are looking to 
continue that momentum with the Pac-12 Tournament set to begin next week in 
Las Vegas. The OSU Women are coming off that big win over Number 8 UCLA 
last weekend. The game tips off at 3 p.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. ; In other 
college sports: Oregon defeated Seattle yesterday in baseball, 4-3 at PK Park. 
The second game in the four-game series is set for 4 p.m. today, weather 
permitting. ; The 7-0 Oregon Softball team meets top-ranked UCLA on Sunday in 
Tempe, Arizona, at 1 p.m., then takes on Utah at 4 p.m. The games are being 
live-streamed by Arizona State, which is providing the neutral field. ; The Oregon 
Women’s Soccer team opens conference play against defending NCAA champion 
Stanford at 6 p.m. this evening. ; The Oregon Lacrosse squad (women) is at 
Marquette this afternoon. / HEALTH: The U.S. is poised to get a third vaccine 
against COVID-19, and health officials are girding for questions about which one 
is best. If cleared for emergency use, the Johnson & Johnson vaccine would offer 
a single-dose option that could help speed vaccinations. The challenge will be 
explaining how protective the J&J shot is after the astounding success of two-
dose vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna. Those shots were found to be about 95 
percent effective against symptomatic COVID-19. The numbers from J&J are not 
that high, but they are not an apples-to-apples comparison. Regulators say it 
strongly protects against serious illness. ; U.S. regulators are allowing Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 vaccine to be shipped and stored at less-frigid temperatures, which 
should ease distribution and administration of one of the two vaccines authorized 
for emergency use in the country. The FDA said the vaccine, which is shipped in 
frozen vials, now can be transported and stored for up to two weeks at the 
temperatures of freezers commonly found in pharmacies. Until now, the vaccine 
was required to be kept at ultra-cold temperatures — from minus 112 degrees to 
minus 76 degrees Fahrenheit — so Pfizer ships the vials in a special thermal 
container packed with dry ice to maintain that temperature range. That 
requirement meant vaccination sites had to either obtain expensive ultracold 
freezers, keep adding dry ice to the shipping container to keep to the correct 
temperature range, or administer all the doses in each shipment quickly so none 
spoiled. /  
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HEALTH: Oregonians between the ages of 65 and 69 today become eligible to 
receive coronavirus vaccinations. And while there still are not enough doses 
arriving in the state to provide them to everyone who wants them, officials say 
they are confident we will receive increasing amounts in the coming weeks and 
months. On Friday, Governor Kate Brown and leaders of the Oregon Health 
Authority said all Oregonians who are age 16 and older will be eligible to receive 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine no later than July 1. Later this month, on March 29, 
the eligibility list expands dramatically. It will adults between ages 45 and 64 with 
one or more underlying health conditions. The list of underlying conditions 
includes cancer, kidney disease, COPD, down syndrome, heart conditions, 
compromised immune systems, obesity, pregnancy, sickle cell disease and type 2 
diabetes. Also included in the March 29 eligibility list: food processing, seafood, 
agricultural, and migrant farmworkers; people in low-income and congregate 
senior housing; people displaced by the September wildfires and wildland 
firefighters; and people experiencing homelessness. By May 1, eligibility opens 
for people between the ages of 16 to 44 with underlying health conditions. So do 
those in multigenerational housing. Frontline workers such as grocery store 
employees; restaurant and bar staff; retail store and gas station employees; hotel 
and motel workers; transit workers; U.S. Postal Service employees; and 
construction workers and contractors. Also qualifying as frontline workers on May 
1: many of those employed at universities, community colleges, and vocational 
and trade schools; those in many manufacturing jobs; and many of those in 
industries ranging from banking and real estate to journalism and state and local 
government employees. To qualify, those frontline workers must be working 
outside of their homes, and must have jobs that put them in regular, close contact 
with others outside their household. The state defines that as situations where 
they are within six feet of the same person for longer than 15 minutes at a time. 
By June 1, state leaders say all adults between age 45 and 64 will be eligible for 
vaccination. By July 1, that expands to all Oregonians age 16 and older. ; I’m still 
months away from being eligible for a coronavirus vaccination. But on Saturday, I 
was able to accompany someone to one of the mass vaccination clinics and take 
some photos. It was an impressive setting with ten lanes processing vehicles and 
those with vaccination appointments, along with numerous staff and volunteers. If 



you receive a vaccination invitation and set an appointment at one of these drive-
through clinics, here’s how it works: You are checked in using the confirmation 
codes you received and are asked to fill out a two-page form handed to you on a 
sanitized clipboard with a sanitized pen. Once that form is reviewed, it’s returned 
to you along with your new CDC vaccination card. You drive under a large open 
tent (the same ones they use for tailgaters at Autzen Stadium) and the registered 
nurse asks you a couple of questions, then administers the vaccination dose. If 
someone needs to step out of their vehicle to receive their dose, chairs and 
assistance are provided. Post-immunization, the nurse fills out and returns your 
CDC vaccine card and uses a special marker to note a time on the upper-left 
corner of your windshield—it represents the suggested 15-minute wait period 
after your vaccination. You are then directed to park in a nearby observation area 
where volunteers tell you to tap your horn and turn on your hazard flashers if you 
need any assistance. Once the 15 minutes have elapsed, they let you know 
you’re “good to go,” and send you on your way. ; State health officials say that as 
of Friday, 14 percent of Oregon’s population had received at least their first dose 
of vaccine. Officials expect increased shipments of the vaccines to continue this 
week and in the coming months. Last week, the state received 110,000 vaccine 
doses, but during the next couple of months health officials say that number could 
nearly double to more than 200,000 per week. By late spring, they hope the state 
will reach a point at which vaccine supply will exceed demand shortly thereafter. 
But to handle the increased shipments, clinics and pharmacies across the state 
also must expand their capacities. The Oregon Health Authority’s projections 
assume that manufacturers Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson 
all hit their production timelines and that expected doses are delivered on time. 
The Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines have efficacy rates around 95 
percent but require two doses and ultra-cold storage for the Pfizer doses. The 
one-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine has a lower efficacy rate but is also easier 
to store. ; Sunday was the one-year anniversary of the first COVID-19 case was 
confirmed in Oregon. It came as officials at the state level marked the milestone 
but spoke of the increasing number of vaccine doses coming to Oregon. Still, 
experts say now is not the time to let down your guard: The Oregon Health 
Authority on Saturday and Sunday reported a combined 747 new COVID cases 
and two additional deaths, bringing the state infection total to more than 155,500 
(155,597) and Oregon’s pandemic death toll is 2,208. Lane County has seen 
more than to 10,200 COVID infections in the past year. Our pandemic death toll 
stands at 126. Lane County Public Health was notified of 50 new cases of 
COVID-19 over the weekend but no new deaths. Nineteen local patients are 
hospitalized for COVID. But for a third day yesterday, none were in intensive care. 
But county health officials say 166 local residents are considered infectious and 
hundreds more are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone 
who has tested positive for the virus. ; It’s been one year since the first case of 
COVID-19 was diagnosed in Oregon. Twelve grim months later, the director of 
the Oregon Health Authority says nothing is the same. In an open letter to 
Oregonians, Patrick Allen noted that the pandemic has claimed more than half a 
million lives in the United States, including more than 2,200 Oregonians. He says 
all of us have felt their loss and seen our lives altered. But Allen says social 
distancing, wearing masks, and limiting in-person gatherings has saved 
thousands of lives. He notes that while Oregon was one of the first states in the 



nation to report a case of COVID, our state one year later has the 4th-lowest 
coronavirus case rate in the nation, the 4th lowest death rate and the 4th lowest 
COVID-19 death rate among seniors. Allen says that had Oregon’s death rate 
matched the nation’s, three times as many Oregonians would have lost their lives. 
According to the Oregon Health Authority, close to 8 in every 10 people continue 
to observe pandemic precautions. ; Another big weekend of mass vaccination 
clinics, as Lane County last week began receiving increased shipments of 
vaccination doses. On Saturday, 3,100 people received their first doses at an 
invitation-only clinic. Another 1,400 were scheduled for Sunday. Eighty percent of 
those doses were allotted for seniors, the rest were part of a multi-week push to 
finish vaccinating about 10,000 people in the Phase 1A group. With more doses 
in hand, the county began extending its outreach to rural communities. Another 
invitation-only clinic took place over the weekend in Oakridge with one planned 
for this week in Florence that already is fully booked. Mobile teams also are 
heading up the McKenzie this week to provide the first batch of vaccinations to 
some of those who are eligible. Some local pharmacies have received small 
quantities of vaccine doses this month and been contacting eligible customers to 
schedule appointments. Lane County Public Health is in the midst of a three-day 
“boost clinic” for those ready to receive their second doses. That event, which 
began yesterday, continues today and Tuesday. Organizers will administer 6,000 
“boost” doses to those in the Phase 1A group and 1,700 in the Phase 1B1 
educator group. Another three-day “boost clinic” is set for this weekend. If you are 
still awaiting an invitation to receive your first dose, county public health officials 
say they know it can be frustrating but that a lot more doses are headed our way 
in the coming weeks and months. Lane County Public Health is still hearing from 
those who says the agency’s emails are landing in their junk mail or spam folders. 
They urge you to check those folders regularly to make sure you don’t miss that 
message or an invitation for your first vaccination dose. And county officials 
remind you: If you are being vaccinated through one of their clinics and are 
awaiting your second dose, they will contact you to schedule that. More than 
53,000 Lane County residents have received at least their first dose of 
coronavirus vaccine and more than 22,000 of those are fully immunized. / 
HEALTH, EDUCATION, TRANSPORTATION: Officials with the University of 
Oregon and Lane County Public Health are concerned we might see a surge in 
COVID cases if people travel outside of the area for Spring Break. On campus, U-
of-O leaders say they are encouraging students to remain in town, especially 
those who live in other cities and states and normally would spend Spring Break 
with their families. That includes not just students in residence halls, but those 
living in the community. If people do travel, campus leaders urge them to check 
for any COVID restrictions at their destination, schedule a COVID-19 test 3-5 
days after their return, and self-quarantine until they receive negative results while 
monitoring for any symptoms. For those students staying in town for Spring 
Break, the U-of-O is offering free activity kits for students to pick up at the Erb 
Memorial Union and even creating a socially distanced scavenger hunt and 
special tours. Campus dining halls reopened Friday on a limited basis to provide 
meals for those who opt to stay in the residence halls during Spring Break. / 
SPORTS: In women’s basketball: Aleah Goodman scored 20 points, leading six 
into double figures as a deep and balanced Oregon State offense knocked off No. 
14 Oregon 88-77 in Eugene during a rivalry game that closed out their Pac-12 



regular season. Sedona Prince paced the Ducks with 22 points. Next up: The 
conference tournament in Las Vegas. No in-person spectators, but all games are 
being carried on the Pac-12 Networks. Oregon State, the Number Five seed, 
takes on 12-seed Cal at 11 a.m. Wednesday. The winner of that contest will face 
Oregon, the Number Four seed that has an opening-round “bye,” in the 
quarterfinals on Thursday at 11 a.m. Might an Oregon-Oregon State rematch be 
in the works? ; In men’s basketball: LJ Figueroa had 20 points, a career-high 14 
rebounds and five steals, and Eugene Omoruyi scored 21 points as Oregon beat 
California on Saturday, 74-63. The Ducks meet Arizona this evening at 6 p.m. in 
Eugene in a game being carried by ESPN2. ; Jarod Lucas scored a career-high 
26 points to lead Oregon State to a 73-62 victory Saturday over Stanford. The 
Beavs visit Utah on Wednesday 4 p.m. in a game being broadcast by ESPN-U. ; 
In other college sports: The Number 8 Oregon Softball team upset top-ranked 
UCLA and followed up with a win over Utah on Sunday during a doubleheader in 
Tempe, Arizona. That puts the Ducks at an undefeated 9-0 this season. Oregon 
gets another shot at UCLA this morning at 10 a.m. Arizona State, which is hosting 
the game at its neutral field, is providing the livestream. ; Oregon Baseball split its 
four-game series against Seattle, winning its first two before dropping Saturday’s 
and Sunday’s contests. Oregon is on the road later this week for a four-game 
series that begins Friday at Santa Barbara. ; The Oregon Women’s Soccer team 
defeated defending national champion Stanford on Friday night in Eugene, then 
lost a close one to Cal yesterday afternoon. The squad meets Number 4 UCLA 
Friday at 5:30 p.m. ; The Oregon Women’s Lacrosse lost at Central Michigan 
Sunday in overtime, 12-11. ; The 2021 Eugene Marathon and Half Marathon 
might be virtual again this year. But for those logging their miles during April’s 
event, the participant medals feature a piece of local running history. They are 
being crafted medals from salvaged East Grandstand stair boards from Historic 
Hayward Field. The "Hayward Magic” medals, as they’re dubbed, are being made 
in Eugene by local manufacturer MAC Group. Everyone who participates in the 
virtual race weekend will be able to use a race app that allows them to track their 
times, see results and announcements, and learn whether they won prizes. 
Registrants may run the official route through Eugene and Springfield and attend 
a virtual finish-line festival. Registrants also will receive a custom Race Kit that 
includes event swag. And they’ll have priority registration for 2022—which 
organizers expect will be live, in-person, and very well attended. ; People looking 
to score a unique outdoor dining option during the pandemic can now make a run 
to the home of the Seattle Seahawks. A dining series called “Field to Table” 
kicked off this month at Lumen Field—the former CenturyLink Field. It features 
four-course meals from local chefs, plus a view of the NFL stadium normally 
reserved for players and coaches. Tickets are $100 per person, plus tax and a 
service charge. Diners eat their meals under an open-sided tent on the field, near 
the north end zone. Event producer Sam Minkoff says the series' original dates 
quickly sold out, but additional reservations will be available soon. / BUSINESS, 
WILDFIRE RECOVERY: A hotel in Roseburg has been fined $31,000 for 
overcharging dozens of area residents who sought rooms after fleeing a large 
blaze in September. The News-Review reports SUBH Investment LLC, which 
does business as Days Inn by Wyndham in Roseburg, entered into an agreement 
with the Oregon Department of Justice last week.   Devon Kumar, who lives in a 
suburb of Portland, is listed with the state as the owner of the Days Inn. He 



declined to comment when contacted by the newspaper. Kumar agreed to pay 
$31,000 in fines to the state department of Justice, spread out in payments over 
the next six months. ; Lane County officials on Friday signed closing documents 
to become the owner of a hotel on East Broadway in Eugene and convert it to 
house evacuees from September’s Holiday Farm Fire who are considered 
especially vulnerable to homelessness. The Red Lion Inn & Suites near East 
Broadway and Patterson Streets is being purchased as part of Project Turnkey, 
an effort to buy and convert hotels for wildfire survivor housing in several parts of 
the state. The $5.5 million purchase is being paid for by state wildfire funds with 
additional support from the Oregon Community Foundation. Homes for Good, 
Lane County’s public housing agency, will provide the day-to-day operations for 
the temporary lodging program starting in this month. Staff will work with residents 
to connect them to available services to get into permanent housing. On-site 
operations workers will provide 24-hour service for the residents, including 
cleaning and janitorial services. County officials say Homes for Good worked 
since September to shelter wildfire survivors through its existing housing 
programs. They say while people work to recover from their losses, the temporary 
housing provides the most vulnerable with a safe place to sleep and connections 
to other services. Once there is no longer a need for temporary housing, Homes 
for Good will begin work to convert the hotel to Permanent Supportive Housing. / 
LEGAL, AGRICULTURE: A senior adviser in the U.S. Department of Interior has 
rescinded a January Trump administration decision to grant grazing allotments to 
an Oregon ranching family whose members were convicted of arson in a court 
battle that triggered the takeover of a federal wildlife refuge by right-wing 
extremists. The memo Friday from the Interior secretary’s office found that the 
Trump administration hadn’t allowed for sufficient time to receive and consider 
public challenges to the permit for Hammond Ranches Inc.  It directed the Bureau 
of Land Management to further consider the matter. Steven Hammond, co-owner 
of the ranch, and his father, Dwight, were both convicted of arson for setting fire 
to range land and sent to prison for mandatory five-year sentences. Friday 
evening, the Oregon Farm Bureau issued a statement supporting the Hammonds 
and calling for their permit to be restored. / ENVIRONMENT: A young male wolf 
first spotted and collared in Oregon has been seen traveling near Yosemite 
National Park, the farthest south a wolf has been tracked in California in more 
than a century. Researchers have been monitoring the wolf, dubbed OR-93, via 
his tracking collar. They say the animal departed Oregon earlier this year, likely in 
search of new territory. After trekking through northeastern California’s Modoc 
County and crossing state highways 4 and 208, OR-93 recently moved into Mono 
County on the east side of the Sierra Nevada range and just east of Yosemite. 
Officials say the animal is likely searching for a mate. / CRIME: Two people have 
been arrested after protesters sprayed graffiti and smashed windows at several 
businesses in Portland’s Pearl District. Portland Police said dozens participated in 
the protest late Saturday. Social media posts suggested the gathering was 
organized to protest federal immigration policy. Protesters smashed windows at a 
Chipotle restaurant while customers were inside. Area residents shouted at the 
protesters from their balconies to “Go Home” as protesters were chanting that 
police “Go Home.” / LEGAL: The Oregon Supreme Court has upheld that a 
defendant can be acquitted by a nonunanimous verdict, months after the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that guilty verdicts must be unanimous. Legal experts say 



the decision Thursday keeps Oregon as the only state where split jury verdicts 
with 10 or 11 not guilty votes among a 12-member panel amount to an acquittal, 
not a hung jury. Defense lawyers hailed the decision, which erases doubts among 
trial judges about how the U.S. Supreme Court ruling applies in Oregon. The U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling settled a quirk of constitutional law that had allowed divided 
juries to convict in Louisiana and Oregon. / HEALTH: The U.S. is getting a third 
vaccine to prevent COVID-19, as the Food and Drug Administration has cleared a 
Johnson & Johnson shot that works with just one dose instead of two. Health 
experts have been anxiously awaiting a one-and-done option to help speed 
vaccinations as they race against a virus that already has killed more than 
510,000 people in the U.S. and is mutating in increasingly worrisome ways. The 
FDA said J&J's vaccine offers strong protection against what matters most: 
serious illness, hospitalizations and death. One dose was 85 percent protective 
against the most severe COVID-19 illness, in a massive study that spans three 
continents — protection that remains strong even in countries such as South 
Africa, where the variants of most concern are spreading. J&J initially is providing 
a few million doses and shipments to states could begin as early as today. J&J 
says that by the end of March, it expects to deliver 20 million doses to the U.S., 
and 100 million by summer. /  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
03/02/21 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORTATION: Hazard tree removal continues 
up the McKenzie after the Holiday Farm Fire. Crews are moving to locations on 
either side of Finn Rock. Use caution, plan for delays, and consider taking 
Highway 58 to get over the mountains. ; U.S. Highway 101 has reopened during 
the daytime about 2.5 miles south of Cape Perpetua, between Florence and 
Yachats (YAH’-hotz). But watch for flaggers, be prepared to stop while crews 
continue their emergency work to replace failed retaining wall on the ocean side 
of the roadway. On Saturday, crews recovered a drill rig which fell 150 feet down 
the bluff early last month when part of the road failed. The operator is recovering. 
Go to TripCheck.com or dial 511 on your mobile device for Oregon highway 
updates. / HEALTH: Oregon health officials expect to receive 34,000 doses of the 
recently approved Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine this week. That’s in 
addition to larger shipments of Pfizer and Moderna doses. It comes as more than 
56,000 Lane County residents have received at least their first dose of 
coronavirus vaccine and close to 22,400 of those are fully immunized. Johnson & 
Johnson’s single-dose vaccine on Sunday received an Emergency Use 
Authorization from the federal government, making it the third COVID-19 vaccine 
available for use in the United States. While it is considered slightly less effective 
overall—at 72 percent in the U.S. trial—than the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines for 
preventing COVID-19, it was 85 percent effective in preventing severe COVID-19. 
Pfizer and Moderna both reported efficacy rates around 95 percent, but they 
require two doses and need ultra-cold storage. Johnson & Johnson’s is a single-
dose vaccine and can be stored in a refrigerator for months, making it easier to 
distribute without the need for ultra-cold storage. While state officials expect the 
34,000-dose shipment this week, they’ve been dose allotments of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine will be a bit smaller in the next few weeks. ; Another COVID-
related death in Lane County. State health officials say a 92-year-old woman who 
tested positive on Thursday and died on Saturday is the 127th local death during 
the pandemic. Lane County has seen close to 10,300 COVID infections in the 
past year. Yesterday, public health officials said they were notified of 28 new 
cases of COVID-19. Fourteen local patients are hospitalized, three of them in 
intensive care. County health officials say 177 local residents are considered 
infectious and hundreds more are under monitoring because they were exposed 



to someone who has tested positive for the virus. The Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday reported 197 new COVID cases and four new deaths—including the 
one in Lane County—bringing the state infection total to more than 155,700 
(155,787) and Oregon’s pandemic death toll is 2,212. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: 
At the University of Oregon, officials say the continued rollout of COVID-19 
vaccinations mean a return to predominantly in-person classes for Fall Term. U-
of-O President Michael Schill says it comes after the governor and state health 
officials said on Friday that higher education faculty and staff would be eligible to 
receive vaccine doses no later than May 1. Schill writes in an open letter to the 
campus community that he is under no illusion that life at the university will be 
what it was before COVID-19. But he believes the continued partnership with 
local public health authorities and those at the University of Oregon working on 
COVID precautions means the campus is well-positioned for the start of in-person 
Fall classes. The U-of-O has conducted mostly remote and online learning for the 
past year. A limited number of courses have included in-person instruction with 
pandemic precautions in place. Those include reduced class sizes, increased 
classroom airflow, required wearing of masks, and physical distancing. The 
offerings are things like lab sessions, studio or creative classes, physical 
education, and the like. Many of those precautions will remain in-place for Fall 
Term. Currently, a relatively small number of students are living in campus 
residence halls. Campus dining halls reopened Friday on a limited basis as indoor 
dining resumed at 25 percent capacity across Lane County. / EDUCATION, 
SPORTS, HEALTH: As traditional high school Fall sports begin their pandemic-
delayed seasons this week, no fans are being allowed to attend. But Eugene 
School District officials say varsity games will be streamed free online. Football, 
soccer, volleyball and cross country started preparing for their abbreviated 
seasons on February 22 and the first games and matches are taking place this 
week. But COVID restrictions mean no spectators may attend. That includes in 
the stands, on the sidelines, or along the fenceline. Under current coronavirus 
restrictions, if families come to games, they must remain in their cars in the 
parking lot. District officials say school staff and campus police officers will be 
present for safety and security, just as they are during a normal season. League 
officials say they will stop contests if they observe spectators congregating at a 
fenceline or other violations occurring—and may end the event if the issue 
persists. District officials say they hope no high school team sees a contest 
canceled by game officials because the adults do not comply with the state health 
and safety requirements. But officials with the metro school districts say free 
livestreaming of varsity prep events is available. The Eugene School District 4J 
has acquired video equipment and set up a web portal. Away games will be 
livestreamed by the host site. The Bethel and Springfield school districts are using 
the NFHS Network platform for livestreaming of games. To protect the health of 
high school athletes taking part in delayed Fall sports, schools have implemented 
extensive health and safety measures, which include added requirements while 
Lane County remains designated in the High-Risk or Extreme category. Spring 
sports are tentatively scheduled to start in April, with delayed Winter sports 
beginning in May. / CRIME, RACISM, COMMUNITY: A large mural celebrating 
civil rights and diversity in Eugene’s Whiteaker Neighborhood was defaced late 
last month and police are seeking tips in the case. The vandalism was discovered 
on Friday by an employee of the Community Alliance of Lane County—or 



CALC—located near 5th and Blair Avenues in Eugene. They said their building’s 
large outside mural had been defaced, that the images of three civil rights leaders 
had damage on their faces, and that there was a thick line through some of the 
mural’s words. CALC is a non-profit organization that organizes for racial justice, 
defends rights of those who are immigrants or homeless, and supports climate 
change and social change. Eugene officials have condemned what they say is an 
act of hatred and emphasize that the community is welcoming, inclusive, and safe 
for all. Eugene Police are seeking tips and witnesses in the case. Call 541-682-
5111 if you have a lead and reference case #21-03081. / CRIME: A former 
Eugene elementary school teacher will spend 13 years in federal prison for 
sexually abusing a teenage girl. 38-year-old William Hamann of Creswell also 
must pay restitution to his victim and serve an additional ten years of supervised 
release. Local and federal prosecutors said that on several occasions beginning 
in 2018 and continuing until July 2019, Hamann paid the teen for oral sex and 
recorded her performing the sex acts. The girl was 15 years old during the first 
encounter with Hamman. Eugene Police Department detectives and FBI agents 
arrested Hamann in July of 2019, when he arrived to meet the girl a fourth time. 
Agents searched his mobile phone and found a recording of one of the sex acts. 
They say Hamman used social media to arrange the meetings with the minor. A 
search of Hamman’s residence and digital devices revealed that he had 
previously approached several other females online who said they were minors. 
Investigators uncovered evidence that Hamman had engaged in sexually explicit 
conversations with them even after they said they were underage. Eugene Police, 
who investigated the case with the FBI, say Hamann was a teacher at Spring 
Creek Elementary School and operated a Haunted House business called “The 
Frightuary” at the Lane Events Center. Investigators said there was no evidence 
he abused any of his students. ; Lane County Sheriff’s investigators continue to 
ask for tips as they investigate Thursday night’s shooting and wounding of two 
men after a reported dispute over a vehicle near Oakridge. Last week, initial 
information was that the suspect was a male driving a blue Toyota Prius. But an 
update from the Sheriff’s Office notes that, at this time, it is unknown if those initial 
reports are accurate. They add that a stolen car was recovered at the shooting 
scene and they are seeking any leads people might have about the person who 
stole it earlier in the evening from RAD Vehicle Service and Repair in Oakridge. 
The vehicle that was recovered at the crime scene is as a dark grey 1995 Honda 
Civic 2 door, with low-profile tires, numerous automotive stickers on both the 
driver and passenger side rear windows, and a prominent yellow, blue and white 
"NAPA" sticker on the passenger side’s rear quarter-panel. Investigators say the 
suspect did not have the headlights on when they stole the vehicle. Have any 
information in the case? The Lane County Sheriff’s Office would like to hear from 
you. Call the agency’s non-emergency number, 541-682-4141, and reference 
case #21-1152. ; A 40-year-old Arizona man who was staying in a Cottage Grove 
hotel faces multiple charges in connection with allegedly running a fake non-profit 
foundation and persuading an elderly victim to donate some of their land for a 
non-existent project to build tiny homes for disabled veterans. The Douglas 
County Sheriff’s Office says it searched Tyrone Curtis Powell’s hotel room and 
shop building on the disputed property in Elkton. It comes after a five-month 
investigation that officials say revealed Powell was using the alias “John P Hope” 
and that his “Impossible Roads Foundation” was one of several fraudulent non-



profits he had created. Detectives say Powell persuaded to the elderly resident to 
donate what they believed was three acres to his bogus foundation, but that 
Powell actually obtained more than 30 acres and the shop building. After the 
property transaction, they say Powell used his alias to obtain Restraining Orders 
against the victim and filed criminal reports accusing the victim of other crimes, 
such as burglary and theft. Douglas County investigators say they learned Powell 
had connections to California, Arizona, Alaska, and Washington state, and that a 
year after the was arrested in 2009 on a number of vehicle-related criminal 
charges a fake obituary for him was printed in an Arizona newspaper. Detectives 
say while operating his fraudulent non-profits in other states he obtained large 
donations from various companies. Powell faces charges that include Aggravated 
Theft by Deception, Identity Theft, Forgery, Perjury, and Unlawful Possession of a 
Fictitious Identification. Investigators say additional charges might be filed. The 
Douglas County Sheriff’s Office is asking anyone with information regarding the 
case to contact them. Email dcso.pio@co.douglas.or.us or call the agency’s Tip 
Line at 541-957-2099. / ELECTIONS: Oregon Secretary of State Shemia (shuh-
MEE’-uh) Fagan, who as a lawmaker championed the National Popular Vote 
Interstate Compact, has joined the advisory board of a movement that is pushing 
states to adopt the “one person-one vote” system. She's now advising National 
Popular Vote, a non-profit dedicated to advancing the compact. The movement 
needs 270 Electoral College votes for a national popular vote to be adopted in 
America. It already has secured 196 and aims to gain more this year. Under the 
current system, each state’s electoral votes go to the candidate who won the 
popular vote in that state. Nebraska and Maine are the only exceptions. / 
POLITICS, ENVIRONMENT: A bill before the Oregon Legislature would make it 
the second state to allow human composting as an alternative to traditional burial 
or cremation. KOIN-TV reports that House Bill 2574, sponsored by 
Representatives Pam Marsh and Brian Clem, would allow bodies to be disposed 
of through alternative processes including what’s known as “natural organic 
reduction.” That is an accelerated decomposition process that turns bodies into 
soil within weeks. A public hearing for the bill was set for Monday afternoon in the 
House Committee on Business and Labor. Almost 100 people had submitted 
written testimony as of Monday, overwhelmingly in support. Many backers say 
they like the idea that their remains could eventually help the environment. Last 
year, Washington became the first state to allow natural organic reduction. / 
COMMUNITY, RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: Almost 38,000 free seed 
packets will be distributed by Oregon State University Extension Service to 
Oregonians who show no signs of losing the enthusiasm for gardening generated 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Grow This! Oregon Garden Challenge kicks off 
March 1 when people can sign up and start preparing to collect their seed kits at 
the end of March. The seed kits will be distributed on a first-come, first-served 
basis at county Extension offices throughout the state, according to Halie 
Cousineau, OSU Extension Food Hero state garden education coordinator. Find 
those locations at https://extension.oregonstate.edu/find-us The seed packets, 
donated by Bi-Mart, will be packaged into 8,000 seed kits of four different plants: 
one cool-weather vegetable, one warm-weather vegetable, one herb or edible 
flowers and flowers to encourage pollination. When people sign up, they’re asked 
to complete a survey about what level of experience and interest they have in 
gardening. The feedback will help Cousineau adjust the program to meet the 



needs of potential participants. The challenge is open to anyone, but only 
Oregonians will receive seeds. Cousineau encourages even those not in Oregon 
to garden along. The gardening challenge, spearheaded by Food Hero, a 
statewide initiative of the Oregon Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
Education (SNAP-Ed) program and was developed by OSU Extension in English 
and Spanish. It expanded from last year, when Cousineau and a few colleagues, 
separated, counted and packaged the seed from 800 seed packets to make 
14,000 individual baggies to include in 3,500 seed kits. This year, leftover seed 
goes to OSU Extension Master Gardeners Champions, who are joining the 
challenge and will garden along with participants, give feedback and tell their 
stories of growing some of the seeds. The Food Hero Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/BeAFoodHero will hold weekly office hours when 
gardeners can ask questions, post photos and brag about their accomplishments, 
Cousineau said. Videos will come out bi-monthly and information on social media 
will be ongoing. In addition to the information printed on the seed packets, 
participants can click on images of seeds and read detailed planting directions. 
Once they harvest their produce, gardeners can find more than 300 recipes using 
vegetables and fruits on the Food Hero website at https://foodhero.org/ Children 
are part of the program, too. Beginning April 1, digital lessons will be released 
every Thursday through June 10 when school ends. The lineup includes Growing 
Healthy Kids with OSU Master Gardeners and a four-week lesson plan in 
partnership with the Oregon Bee Project. Kids will learn about how bees help 
make healthy food and how to identify several of Oregon’s bees. Throughout 
summer and into fall, participants will receive a monthly Grow This! Oregon 
Garden Challenge email with gardening information, harvest recipes and storage 
tips. Challenge information will also be available in English and Spanish on the 
Food Hero gardening page at https://www.foodhero.org/garden-tips  For more 
personalized interaction, participants can email challenge leaders or email or call 
the Master Gardeners in their area. Find one near you at 
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/program/all/mg/local-programs The instructions 
and tips will include information on all types of gardening situations like planting in 
containers or even indoors. / SPORTS: In women’s basketball, it’s Pac-12 
Tournament Week in Las Vegas. No in-person spectators, but all games are 
being carried on the Pac-12 Networks: Oregon State, the Number Five seed, 
takes on 12-seed Cal at 11 a.m. Wednesday. The winner of that contest will face 
19th-ranked Oregon, the Number Four seed that has an opening-round “bye,” in 
the quarterfinals on Thursday at 11 a.m. ; On Monday, Oregon State’s Aleah (uh-
LEE’-uh) Goodman and Taylor Jones were named to the Pac-12’s all-conference 
first team. Sasha Goforth earned all-freshman team honors. Goodman, Jones and 
Goforth were all named as honorable mentions to the all-defensive team. Guard 
Talia von Oelhoffen (vawn OHL’-haw-fehn), who joined the Beavers in mid-
January after graduating early from high school, was an honorable mention all-
freshman. ; Oregon point guard Te-Hina Paopao (tuh-HEE’-nuh pow-pow) and 
forward Nyara Sabally (nee’-AR’-uh SAW’-buhl-lee) were named to the 15-player 
all-Pac-12 team by the conference’s coaches. Paopao also was named to the all-
freshman team. Senior Erin Boley (BOH’-lee) was an all Pac-12 honorable 
mention. ; In men’s basketball: The Oregon Men’s Basketball team defeated 
Arizona Monday in Eugene, 80-69. The Ducks host UCLA Wednesday at 6 p.m. 
in a game being carried by ESPN2. ; The Oregon State Mne’s Basketball team 



visits Utah on Wednesday at 4 p.m. in a game being broadcast by ESPN-U. ; In 
other college sports: The Number 8 Oregon Softball team lost to top-ranked 
UCLA on Monday in Tempe, Arizona, 9-3. It was the Ducks’ first loss of the 
season. The squad is back in Eugene on Friday for games against Portland State 
and Boise State. The first contest begins at 2:30 p.m. /  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
03/03/21 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

HEALTH: More vaccine doses are arriving this week in Lane County and demand 
for vaccination remains high. Lane County Public Health officials say more than 
9,000 doses will be administered to residents this week. They include 7,020 
doses of Pfizer’s COVID vaccine, 300 doses from Moderna, and 2,000 doses of 
the newly approved Johnson & Johnson single-dose vaccine. Spokesman Jason 
Davis says 900 of those Johnson & Johnson doses will be administered by Lane 
County Public Health and the remaining 1,100 doses are being divided among 11 
Bi-Mart pharmacies. The federal program which contracts with pharmacies across 
the U.S. to administer vaccinations is sending 1,800 doses—in 100 dose 
batches—to 18 local pharmacies that include Albertsons, Safeway, HealthMart, 
and Costco. Today, there is an invitation-only mass vaccination clinic in Florence. 
It is fully booked. That clinic will deliver initial doses to 1,000 people. Another fully 
booked Florence clinic is set to provide vaccination doses to another 1,000 
people on Saturday. There have been regular clinics in Oakridge, to help serve 
that area. Over the weekend, Lane County Public Health held mass vaccination 
clinics in two drive-through locations in Eugene that provided first doses to more 
than 7,500 people over the age of 70. The county also provided 5,500 “boost” or 
second doses on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday to people who were primarily in 
the Phase 1A priority group, as well as some in the 80-plus age group who 
received their first vaccines last month. The county is planning more clinics this 
weekend at those locations to administer another 2,800 doses to those ages 65 
and older, and is adding a new location with its partner, PeaceHealth, to 
administer 2,340 doses at its RiverBend location in Springfield. Those clinics 
already are fully booked, and their waiting lists are full. But more invitations will go 
out next week. Another “boost” clinic is planned for this weekend to provide 
second doses to 2,000 people in the Phase 1B1 education sector. The county’s 
Mobile Team is administering doses at a handful of long-term care facilities 
including Garden Way and Fox Hollow that slipped through the cracks during the 
first phase of the federal vaccination program. Next week, the county’s 
Community Health Centers begin participating in a vaccine program where they 
will receive 500 doses. ; Lane County Public Health officials say they know it is 
frustrating is you are eligible for a vaccination and have not yet received an 
appointment invitation—or have discovered that everything is booked when you 



try to secure a spot. But they say do not give up. Know that more doses are on 
their way each week and that you have not lost your spot in the virtual line. To 
ensure no spot is left unfilled at mass-vaccination clinics, county officials say they 
send more invitations than there are spots. That also fills the waiting list. ; Lane 
County Public Health officials say some people are concerned about not receiving 
second dose notifications. But county officials say they will contact you. Most 
people are receiving their boost doses notices the week they are to be 
administered. The invites might go out right as you are at the 21-day mark for a 
Pfizer boost dose or the 28-day mark for a Moderna vaccine. But they say boost 
doses are administered when shipments arrive, and you can still receive that 
dose 28 to 42 days after your initial vaccination and they will be effective. ; 
Twenty-three newly reported cases and one additional death. Lane County Public 
Health officials say yesterday’s report on COVID-19 cases is another reminder 
that even though more residents are being vaccinated the virus remains active in 
our communities. The latest death is a 90-year-old man who succumbed to 
complications of the coronavirus on Sunday. We’ve had local COVID-related 128 
deaths in the past year. Lane County has seen more than 10,300 COVID 
infections in the past year. Eighteen local patients are hospitalized—up four from 
one day earlier. Four of those patients are in intensive care. County health 
officials say 161 local residents are considered infectious and hundreds more are 
under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who has tested 
positive for the virus. Still, Lane County Public Health spokesman Jason Davis 
said in yesterday’s media briefing that we continue on a slow trend toward fewer 
cases and if we continue with pandemic precautions the county might be on track 
to move from the High-Risk designation to Moderate Risk. ; The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 269 new COVID cases and 13 new deaths—
including a 27-year-old man out of Jackson County. Health investigators are 
working to determine whether he had any preexisting health conditions. The state 
has seen more than 156,000 infections (156,037) and Oregon’s pandemic death 
toll stands at 2,225. ; One of the new variants of COVID-19 was detected for the 
first time in Oregon this week. Another variant that is spreading across the state 
was confirmed for the first time here in Lane County. The local case involves what 
is known as the “California Variant,” which scientists refer to as Variant B.1.249 
(Say: B-1-2-4-9). It was first analyzed in California, hence its name. Lane County 
Public Health officials say they were notified of its local presence by genomics 
researchers at the University of Oregon. It is the first COVID variant confirmed 
locally. The California Variant was discovered as U-of-O scientists analyzed the 
genetic signatures in samples collected from local COVID patients. They’ve been 
working to determine how certain strains of the virus are spreading, and how 
quickly. While this represents the first lab confirmed examples of the California 
Variant in Lane County, it has been detected in other parts of Oregon and in most 
U.S. States and close to two dozen countries. The county’s Senior Public Health 
Officer, Dr. Patrick Luedtke (say: LUHD’-key) says some small studies indicate 
this variant might be more contagious. But he adds that current vaccines will help 
protect you from it. Luedtke also sought to put the news into context: He says viral 
variants are very common. For example, flu viruses mutate every year—which is 
why we receive annual vaccines. And while health experts are tracking multiple 
variants of COVID, including some that might be more contagious or more 
severe, he says most viral mutations never take hold and eventually disappear on 



their own. ; Meantime, a coronavirus variant from Brazil known as P.1 (say: P-1) 
has been confirmed in a case out of Douglas County—the first time that COVID 
variant has been detected in Oregon or on the West Coast of the United States. 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention analyzed the sample. 
Oregon officials say they received the results Monday night. They say the case 
appears to be tied to business travel between the U.S. and Brazil. The variant, 
which was originally detected in Brazil, appears to be more contagious than the 
original COVID-19 strain. It can potentially be contracted by someone who was 
already infected or who has been vaccinated. There have only been 10 other 
cases of the Brazilian variant reported in the United States, in Minnesota (2), 
Florida (5), Oklahoma (1), Alaska (1) and Maryland (1). The P.1 variant was first 
detected in people travelling from Brazil to Japan early this year. There also have 
been cases in Japan, as well as the United Kingdom. Elsewhere in the U.S., 
cases have been reported linked to the United Kingdom or B.1.1.7 variant (2,400 
cases, and identified by the United Kingdom in Fall of 2020), and the South 
African B.1.351 variant (53 cases and identified in South Africa in October 
2020). In Oregon, we have only seen 10 cases of the U.K. variant. / CRIME: 
Twenty years in prison for the Roseburg man who shot at vehicles along 
Interstate 5 in southern Oregon from his tractor-trailer rig. It comes after 49-year-
old Kenneth Ayers pleaded guilty last week in connection with eight separate 
incidents. Ayers was taken into custody in August, after a series of random 
shootings in Jackson, Josephine, and Douglas counties between May and August 
targeted vehicles on Interstate Five and possibly some secondary roads. 
Investigators recovered a 45-caliber gun they say was used in the incidents. 
Prosecutors say the former UPS driver wounded one woman and damaged a 
number of vehicles. Ayers was sentenced on three counts of attempted murder, 
five counts of unlawful use of a weapon, three counts of reckless endangerment, 
and four counts of criminal mischief. ; Lane County Sheriff’s deputies yesterday 
arrested a man in connection with an early-morning burglary at a home off 
Territorial Highway about seven miles south of Veneta. They say the suspect, 37-
year-old Jason Lackey, broke into the house shortly after 2:30 Tuesday morning 
and entered the residents’ bedroom where they’d been sleeping. The residents 
told investigators the male homeowner armed himself with a handgun and chased 
the suspect out of the house. But a short time later, while the resident was on the 
phone with 911, he saw the suspect returning to the home and warned the burglar 
not to come closer and to stop or he would be shot. The homeowner said he fired 
a warning shot away from the suspect as Lackey advanced on him. Investigators 
say Lackey eventually left in a silver-colored sedan and was arrested later in the 
day near Highway 126 and Lakeside Drive and charged with Driving Under the 
Influence, Burglary 1, Burglary 2, Attempted Theft 1, Felon in Possession of a 
Firearm, and Unlawful Entry of a Motor Vehicle. / ENVIRONMENT, EDUCATION: 
The Oregon Department of Energy says near-shore wave energy projects around 
the world have the potential to power tens of million homes annually—and satisfy 
about ten percent of global demand. Experts say wave energy has the potential to 
provide clean, reliable electricity to meet the world’s rising energy demand by 
harnessing the motion of the ocean to generate electricity. This week, Federal 
energy regulators have given Oregon State University initial approval for a 
groundbreaking wave energy testing facility off the coast. It’s called the PacWave 
South project—the first full-scale, utility-grid connected wave energy test site in 



the U.S. Researchers say Oregon has high potential for wave energy generation 
– far higher by coastal areas off Washington state or California. Last month, the 
federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management awarded the OSU a lease to 
operate the estimated $80 million facility in federal waters about seven miles off 
the Oregon Coast, southwest of Newport. Up to 20 wave energy devices will be 
located on a sandy-bottomed stretch of the Pacific Ocean away from popular 
commercial and recreational fishing reefs. Five power and data cables buried 
below the seafloor will connect the ocean test site to a shoreside facility southeast 
of Seal Rock. Construction could begin this summer with the facility beginning 
operations in 2023. / ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY: Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, April 17, and plan to spend the day at the Oregon Coast. The annual 
SOLVE Spring Cleanup will mark the 51st anniversary of Earth Day and use 
some of the same pandemic precautions that were in place last year as 
thousands of Oregonians turnout for one of the state’s largest volunteer events. 
Over the past half-century, SOLVE has supported more than 250,000 volunteers 
as they helped remove more than 17 million pounds of litter and debris from 
Oregon’s coast, forests, urban areas, and natural landscapes.  The Oregon 
Spring Cleanup includes more than 70 participating volunteer projects, ranging 
from beach cleanups and inland cleanups of riverbanks and parks. At some 
locations, there are opportunities to assist on restoration projects and plant native 
trees and shrubs. Here in Lane County, the focus is on some favorite stretches of 
the Central Oregon Coast, with beach clean-up events at Siltcoos Outlet, the 
North and South Jetties of the Siuslaw River, and along Heceta Beach. Go to 
solveoregon.org to learn more about the projects and preregister. You don’t need 
to sign up in advance, but it gives coordinators a better idea of how many 
supplies are needed. Many events begin at 10 a.m. and wrap up by 1 p.m. Dress 
for rain or shine. Wear sturdy shoes. Bring your own reusable bag, bucket, and 
water bottle. SOLVE can provide bags and gloves if you need them. Because of 
the pandemic, you’ll need to wear a mask for those times you can’t socially 
distance from folks who are not part of your household. All participating 
volunteers must agree to SOLVE’s COVID-19 Safety Guidelines. Know an area 
that could use a litter cleanup or invasive species pull? It’s not too late to host 
your own Oregon Spring Cleanup project by contacting SOLVE. / SPORTS: In 
women’s basketball, it’s Pac-12 Tournament Week in Las Vegas. No in-person 
spectators, but all games are being carried on the Pac-12 Networks: Oregon 
State, the Number Five seed, takes on 12-seed Cal at 11 a.m. today. The winner 
of that contest will face 19th-ranked Oregon, the Number Four seed that has an 
opening-round “bye,” in the quarterfinals on Thursday at 11 a.m. ; In men’s 
basketball: The Oregon Men’s Basketball team hosts UCLA today at 6 p.m. in a 
game being carried by ESPN2. ; The Oregon State Mne’s Basketball team visits 
Utah today at 4 p.m. in a game being broadcast by ESPN-U. ; In other college 
sports: The Number 8 Oregon Softball team is back in Eugene on Friday for 
games against Portland State and Boise State. The first contest begins at 2:30 
p.m. ; The Oregon Baseball squad is back in action Friday with a four-game stand 
at Santa Barbara. (No TV). /  
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CRIME: Springfield Police are asking for your help as they investigate the killing 
of the longtime caretaker at FOOD for Lane County’s Youth Farm. The body of 
the victim, 70-year-old Richard Donald Marshall, was discovered on Monday 
evening. He was last seen alive on Friday. Marshall lived on-site in his RV and 
had volunteered as a caretaker at the youth farm for close to a decade. 
Springfield Police homicide investigators say if you saw anything suspicious in the 
area, please contact them. The number is 541-726-3721. The location is in the 
700 block of Flamingo Avenue, near Gamebird Park in the Gateway 
neighborhood. FOOD for Lane County’s Youth Farm offers young people the 
opportunity to grow fresh produce on the land operated by our local food bank. ; A 
30-year-old Eugene man was arrested yesterday and jailed on charges of First-
Degree Assault and Unlawful Use of Weapon after what investigators say was a 
road rage incident Monday evening that left the driver of another vehicle with 
injuries. Police say they received calls from members of the public about the 
driver of a white Ford pickup who was following another driver too closely on 
southbound Delta Highway near Valley River Center. They say the pickup was 
traveling erratically. A few minutes later on Eugene’s Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Boulevard near Kinsrow Avenue, witnesses say the truck got in front of the other 
vehicle and the pickup’s driver came to abrupt stop in the lane of travel. The 28-
year-old male victim told investigators that’s when the suspect, 30-year-old Ray 
Allan Fani, allegedly got out of his truck and approached him as he sat in his 
vehicle. The victim said Fani struck him several times with his fist and stabbed 
him with a bladed object. The man was treated at the hospital for a hand 
laceration. Police say they identified Fani based on the vehicle and suspect 
descriptions and contacted him yesterday at his attorney’s office, arresting him in 
connection with the case. / RACIAL JUSTICE, POLITICS: Eugene City Council 
member Greg Evans was among those yesterday urging Oregon lawmakers to 
pass a bill that would ban the display of nooses. Evans, who is Black, says the 
issue is personal for him: A family member was lynched more than a century ago 
in South Carolina. Evans referred to an incident last month in Eugene, where a 
noose was placed on the recycling container outside the home of a mixed-race 
couple and their car was spray-painted with a racial epithet. He said he believes 
most people who place nooses are fully aware of the pain it causes Black people, 



adding, quote, “It is not a joke. It’s not a prank. This is serious business.” The bill 
under consideration in Oregon would make intimidation by display of a noose a 
misdemeanor punishable by up to a year in prison and a $6,250 fine. It comes as 
updated numbers indicate hate crimes and bias incidents increased more than 
threefold last year across Oregon. The non-profit Equal Justice Initiative notes 
that in the period from the Civil War through World War II, thousands of African-
Americans were lynched in the United States. Six other states, California, New 
York, Connecticut, Maryland, Virginia, and Louisiana have criminalized the 
display of nooses. / HEALTH: A milestone in Oregon’s effort to vaccinate 
residents against COVID-19: More than one million first and second doses have 
been administered statewide. The first doses of the Pfizer vaccine were first given 
in Oregon on December 14. Since then, the Moderna and the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines have received emergency-use approval. According to the Oregon Health 
Authority, more than 648,000 (648,003) Oregonians have received their first 
vaccination dose and close to 366,000 (365,939) have received their second or 
“boost” dose. In Lane County, more than 58,000 (58,720) people have received at 
least their initial vaccination dose and, of those, close to 25,000 (24,978) are fully 
immunized. State officials say approximately one in five people who are eligible 
have received at least one dose, but many still await vaccination. They say it is a 
reminder of the importance of wearing masks and physically distancing from 
those who are not part of your household. ; Another COVID-19 death was 
reported yesterday in Lane County, along with 14 new infections. That raises the 
county’s pandemic death toll to 129 and our total infection numbers to more than 
10,300 (10,334). It is another reminder that even though more residents are being 
vaccinated the virus remains active in our communities. Fourteen local patients 
are hospitalized, down four from one day earlier. Four of those patients remain in 
intensive care. County health officials say 145 local residents are considered 
infectious and hundreds more are under monitoring because they were exposed 
to someone who has tested positive for the virus. The Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday reported 276 new COVID cases and 27 new deaths. Analysts say while 
those are higher-than-usual numbers, they reflect processing of some backlogged 
reports from the past two months. Oregon’s infection total from the past year 
stands at 156,287 and its overall coronavirus death toll now is 2,252. / SPORTS, 
HEALTH: Sheldon High School’s football season is on hold after a case of 
COVID-19 in the program. Players and their families have been notified while 
Lane County Public Health conducts contact tracing. Officials with the Eugene 
School District say Sheldon Football’s practices and activities may resume on 
Sunday, March 14—which is two weeks after the last known exposure. The 
developments forced a rescheduling for Springfield High, which was set to meet 
Sheldon in Friday’s season opener. Instead, the Millers will host Eagle Point, 
which was seeking an opponent after COVID issues at Roseburg High School 
canceled that contest. / SPORTS: In women’s basketball, it’s a rivalry match-up 
later this morning at the Pac-12 Tournament Week in Las Vegas: The Number 19 
Oregon Women’s Basketball team has a rematch against Oregon State at 11 a.m. 
on the Pac-12 Networks. OSU defeated Cal in yesterday’s opening round, 71-63. 
Oregon lost to Oregon State Sunday in Eugene during their final game of the 
regular season. ; In men’s basketball: The Oregon Men’s Basketball team 
defeated UCLA yesterday, 82074, to take the lead in the Pac-12 conference 
standings. The Ducks meet Oregon State on Sunday in Corvallis for a rivalry 



game. Tip-off is shortly after 5 p.m. on FS1. ; The Oregon State Men’s Basketball 
team defeated Utah yesterday in Salt Lake City, 75-70. The Beavs host Oregon 
on Sunday in Corvallis. The game is being televised at 5 p.m. on FS1. ; In other 
college sports: With rain in the forecast for Friday, the Number 8 Oregon Softball 
team’s home games against Portland State and Boise State have been moved to 
Saturday at Jane Sanders Field. First pitch in the opening game is at 1:30 p.m. on 
Oregon Livestream-2. ; The Oregon Baseball squad is back in action Friday with 
a four-game stand at Santa Barbara. (No TV). / COMMUNITY, HEALTH: How 
much do Eugeneans love gardening? City officials say our Community Garden 
program received a record number of applications this season: More than 135 
forms were filled out by households representing 380 people wanting to rent a 
municipal garden plot. That’s more than three times the applications during a 
typical year. The garden spots are awarded through a lottery. To accommodate 
the growing demand, Eugene Parks crews divided some full plots into half plots. If 
more plots open up this Spring, Parks officials say they might open the lottery 
again in June. The popularity of the municipal garden plots is not much of a 
surprise: As Americans went into COVID-related distancing one year ago, things 
like bread-baking, sewing, and gardening surged interest. Plus, gardening gets 
you outside where you can grow fresh fruit, vegetables, herbs, and flowering 
plants. Eugene has six community gardens, including Alton Baker, Amazon, 
Matthews, Whiteaker, and locations adjacent to the River House and in Skinner 
City Farm. There’s also a new community garden planned for the new Santa 
Clara Community Park. / WILDLIFE, ENVIRONMENT, FISHERIES: State wildlife 
experts have spent years working to prevent the introduction of invasive species 
into Oregon’s lakes, rivers, and streams. They conduct boat inspections and 
remind people playing on the water to clean boats, rafts, kayaks, canoes, and 
floats before they haul them someplace else. But this month, there is a new 
threat: An invasive mollusk known as the zebra mussel, which is tiny but in large 
numbers can clog water lines, irrigation systems, dams and other facilities. That 
can cause water to taste weird and lead to more outbreaks of toxic blue-green 
algae. This week, some tiny zebra mussels found in, of all things, a product 
known as a “moss ball” that is being sold in some Northwest aquarium shops and 
pet supply stores. The fear is that when people empty and clean their aquariums, 
the mussels might get into local stormwater systems and make their way into 
nearby lakes, ponds, and waterways. The product is the “Betta Buddy Marimo 
Ball,” a moss plant for aquariums. Inspectors found the tiny zebra mussels 
growing in the greenery. Stores are being encouraged to remove the product from 
the shelves. If you purchased it, avoid placing it in your aquarium. Instead, 
dispose of it safely by either freezing or boiling the moss ball before tossing it in 
the trash. Do not flush it down toilet or throw it outside or into your mulch pile. If 
you already placed it in your aquarium, experts encourage you to remove your 
fish, apply household bleach (one cup of bleach per gallon of water) and let it set 
for 10 minutes before disposing of water down the sink or toilet. Remember also 
to disinfect aquarium filters, gravel and structures with a solution of bleach before 
disposing of the water down the toilet. Oregon and the Pacific Northwest currently 
are free of zebra or Quagga mussels, thanks to a monitoring program that 
requires watercraft to be inspected when entering Oregon. ; Scientists say 
lamprey were around before the dinosaurs. They look a bit weird and are unique, 
boneless fishes. Oregon is home to ten species. Now, the Oregon Department of 



Fish & Wildlife has produced a brochure, illustrated by artist Joseph Tomelleri, 
that introduces you to four of the state’s native lamprey species. Each has a 
different lifecycle and feeding habit. Oregon Lamprey Coordinator Benjamin 
Clemens says the brochure showcases the lamprey’s diversity and explains how 
they contribute to balancing ecosystems in our streams and rivers. ; A new study 
from federal researchers provides the most detailed look yet at what the Pacific 
Northwest's endangered orcas eat. Scientists with the NOAA Fisheries Northwest 
Fisheries Science Center spent years collecting fecal samples from the whales as 
well as scales from the fish they devoured. They say their data reaffirm the central 
importance of Chinook salmon to the whales. The researchers said the whales 
sometimes eat other species, including halibut, lingcod and steelhead, but they 
depend most on Chinook. And they consumed the big salmon from a wide range 
of sources — from those that spawn in California’s Sacramento River all the way 
to the Taku River in northern British Columbia. / TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: 
Pandemic lockdowns and stay-at-home orders kept many drivers off U.S. roads 
and highways last year. But those who did venture out found open lanes that only 
invited reckless driving, leading to a sharp increase in traffic-crash deaths across 
the country. The nonprofit National Safety Council estimates in a report issued 
today that 42,060 people died in vehicle crashes in 2020. That's an 8 percent 
increase over 2019 and the first jump in four years. Plus, the fatality rate per 100 
million miles driven spiked 24 percent. It was the largest annual percentage 
increase since the council began collecting data in 1923. Authorities say the 
reckless behavior is continuing even as traffic is returning to pre-pandemic levels. 
/ HEALTH: A new study in pro athletes found that heart inflammation was 
uncommon after a mild case of COVID-19. The research conducted by major 
professional sports leagues in the U.S. suggests that most athletes who have 
recovered don't need to be sidelined. Outside experts say the study isn't definitive 
but it's the largest to examine the potential problem. The coronavirus can cause 
inflammation in many organs including the heart. The study included nearly 800 
athletes who had infections before October and underwent guideline-
recommended heart tests. Five had additional tests showing heart inflammation 
and were sidelined for about three months. /  GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: 
President Joe Biden says it's an “encouraging sign" that more than 200,000 
people have signed up for insurance coverage in the first two weeks after he 
reopened HealthCare.gov as part of his coronavirus response. The solid start to 
the three-month special enrollment period indicates pent-up demand for health 
insurance a year into the COVID-19 pandemic, with many people still unemployed 
or unable to work as many hours as before. The sign-up opportunity for 
subsidized private health plans remains open through May 15. HealthCare.gov 
offers subsidized private health insurance under the Obama-era Affordable Care 
Act, catering mainly to low- and moderate-income working people. /  
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SPORTS, EDUCATION: Thurston at Churchill. North Eugene at Willamette. 
Junction City at Harrisburg. Monroe at Lowell. And a whole lot of others. The 
much-delayed Fall high school football season is underway. And while the 
weather might be typical for a prep game, a lot of other stuff is different, from no 
spectators in the stands to COVID precautions along the sidelines. It’s been a 
long road first to contact practices and now the games. A handful of teams across 
the state had to cancel their season openers because of COVID issues. Athletic 
departments and schedulers with the Oregon School Activities Association 
worked to create new match-ups for those teams left without opponents. The 
abbreviated, six-week season wraps up next month. Similar scheduling is place 
for soccer, volleyball and cross country. Traditional Spring sports are tentatively 
scheduled to begin in April and winter sports in May. ;  High school, junior varsity, 
freshman and middle school sports are a big part of student life. Kids and teens 
learn how to work as a team, how to manage success and setbacks, and they get 
some important exercise. As prep sports resume, the Oregon School Activities 
Association—the OSAA—is recruiting men and women to become certified high 
school officials. It’s a chance for you to contribute to your community, stay 
involved with the sports you love, stay in shape, and have a flexible, part-time job 
with pay. Think of it as a form of community service with compensation. The need 
is huge: OSAA leaders say high school officials are retiring faster than new 
officials are being added, especially during the pandemic. In the past, such 
shortages have meant occasionally postponing or canceling contests. OSAA 
leaders say the benefits of officiating include becoming role models for teens, and 
helping participants learn to respect their opponents, the rules of the game, and 
the importance of practicing good sportsmanship. Officiating also is a great way to 
stay connected to sports and to give back to the local high school and community. 
; The University of Oregon made a similar announcement earlier this week. Now, 
Oregon State University and Western Oregon University say they will return to 
mostly in-person instruction for Fall Term. That includes OSU’s campuses in 
Corvallis, Bend and Newport, along with Western’s Monmouth campus. It comes 
as more people are being vaccinated against COVID-19. Higher education faculty 
and staff become eligible to receive their first doses no later than May 1. Come 
September, there will still be COVID precautions on college and university 



campuses. They’ll include things like mask-wearing, physical distancing, fewer 
students in classrooms, and increased airflow in buildings. As is the case at the 
U-of-O, Oregon State and Western also are working to reconfigure their residence 
halls and dining halls for enhanced safety as more students return to their 
campuses. / RECREATION, HEALTH: Fewer moviegoers and plenty of cleaning 
between shows. Springfield’s Cinemark 17 theatres reopen on a limited basis 
today, with plenty of COVID precautions in place. It comes after Lane County last 
week moved from the Extreme Risk to High Risk category, which allows indoor 
entertainment venues to reopen at 25 percent of capacity. Additionally, state 
officials lifted a restriction on sales from movie theatre concession stands. It 
remains a challenging environment for cinema operators across the country. The 
attendance limits will continue to curtail revenues. And many theatregoers remain 
hesitant to head indoors and prefer streaming new films at home. But others 
crave a return to the classic moviegoing experience. Masks are required at 
Cinemark 17. Customers reserve their seats in advance and adjacent seats are 
blocked out to prevent other moviegoers from sitting too close. / ENVIRONMENT, 
BUSINESS: The state has fined a West Eugene wood treatment plant more than 
$223,000 for hazardous waste and water quality violations that regulators say 
happened over the last five years. The Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality issued the fines against J.H. Baxter & Co. for alleged violations that 
included the illegal treatment of 1.7 million gallons of hazardous waste between 
2015 and 2019, and two unpermitted discharges of untreated storm water in 
2019. The bulk of the penalty, more than $178,000, was for improperly treating 
hazardous waste in large pressure-treatment chambers known as “retorts.” The 
DEQ news release notes the company no longer uses retorts to evaporate liquid 
process waste. The secondary penalty, more than $14,000, was for violations that 
included allowing untreated stormwater and water removed from boilers to 
overflow into a storm ditch leading to Amazon Creek during two weather events in 
spring of 2019, exceeding permitted limits for copper in treated stormwater 
discharge. The Register-Guard quotes J.H. Baxter & Co. president Georgia 
Baxter, who said in a statement that the company will continue to work diligently 
to protect human health and the environment. / BUSINESS, DISASTERS: They 
were looking for emergency shelter after being forced from their homes by 
September’s devastating wildfires, but they say they were charged overly high 
rates for lodging. State regulators have levied a combined $105,000 in fines 
against the operators of four hotels and motels they say engaged in price-
gouging. As part of their agreements with the Oregon Department of Justice, the 
lodging operators agreed to reimburse at least 100 customers to settle the 
allegations. The four establishments are Le Chateau Inn in Florence; Days Inn in 
Roseburg; Rodeway Inn Willamette River in Corvallis; and Capital Inn & Suites in 
Salem. Investigators say the lodging businesses raised rates on at least some of 
their rooms during the wildfires. State officials say they continue to investigate 
other price-gouging allegations and are conducting similar investigations in 
connection with last month’s ice storms that paralyzed parts of the northern and 
mid-Willamette Valley, the North Coast, Columbia Gorge, and northeastern 
Oregon. / ENVIRONMENT, EDUCATION, SPORTS: Turns out the University of 
Oregon’s Hayward Field is not just a premiere international track and field venue, 
it’s an air quality sampling site. Campus officials say sensors installed recently at 
the venue will help both athletes and UO researchers assess both seasonal haze 



and wildfire smoke. They hope the data will enable better detection, prediction, 
planning and response to smoke. Air quality matters at athletic competitions, too. 
Some years ago, historic Hayward Field hosted the U.S. Olympic Track & Field. 
While officials worked with the state to ensure less field and slash burning during 
the two weeks of competition, wildfire smoke made its way north from California 
and provided health challenges for some of the elite athletes. UO policy expert 
Cass Moseley says we used to think of wildfire as a rural problem, but 
increasingly urban areas are having to face wildfire and smoke. But until recently 
officials have not focused on the potential of wildfire smoke affecting large events 
like football games, concerts or track and field events. Now, Moseley says, the 
issue has grown too big to ignore. Heidi Huber Stearns with the Institute for a 
Sustainable Environment says the data gathering should result in better, more 
localized information about smoke and improved preparedness when the next 
wildfire or smoke event occurs. The sensors tie into existing monitor by World 
Athletics and the Lane Regional Air Protection Agency. / SAFETY: A fire in a 
motorhome parked next to a house in east Springfield sent smoke into the night 
sky yesterday evening. Eugene-Springfield Fire crews say they were able to 
prevent the blaze from spreading to the nearby home. But the motorhome was 
heavily damaged. The RV’s occupant escaped the fire unharmed, but one pet is 
unaccounted for. The cause of the fire is under investigation. / SPORTS: In 
college sports: The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team advanced to today’s 
semifinals of the Pac-12 Women’s Basketball Tournament after yesterday’s win 
over Number 19 Oregon, 71-64. The Beavs meet Number Four Stanford at 5 p.m. 
in a game televised from Las Vegas on the Pac-12 Networks. If the defeat the 
Cardinal, OSU will play in the championship game on Sunday evening. ; It’s a 
rivalry weekend for the Oregon and Oregon State Men’s Basketball teams, who 
meet Sunday in Corvallis. The game is being televised at 5 p.m. on FS1. ; The 
Number 8 Oregon Softball team has home games against Portland State and 
Boise State on Saturday at Jane Sanders Field. First pitch in the opening game is 
at 1:30 p.m. on Oregon Livestream-2. ; The Oregon Baseball squad is back in 
action today with a four-game stand at Santa Barbara. (No TV). / HEALTH: 
According to the Oregon Health Authority, close to 660,000 (659,943) Oregonians 
have received their first vaccination dose and more than 377,000 (377,819) have 
received their second or “boost” dose. In Lane County, more than 59,000 (59,393) 
people have received at least their initial vaccination dose and, of those, more 
than to 27,000 (27,441) are fully immunized. ; Oregon health officials are 
expecting their allotment of COVID-19 vaccines to double in the coming weeks, 
with the addition of the Johnson & Johnson vaccines. The shipments will add 
close to 80-thousand doses to the combined of Pfizer and Moderna vaccination 
doses the state already is receiving. Oregon health officials received 34,000 
doses of the recently approved, Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine this 
week. ; Lane County Public Health officials say they’re elated about the news, 
since the J&J shipments could 6,000 doses to their weekly inventory. That will 
allow for further expansions of mass-vaccination clinics. They received 2,000 
doses of the new Johnson & Johnson vaccine this week. The Food and Drug 
Administration over the weekend granted emergency use authorization for the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, which works with just one dose instead of two. The 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine can be stored for at least three months in a regular 
refrigerator, making it much easier to use and distribute than the Pfizer and 



Moderna vaccines. Local health officials say that makes it ideal for getting 
vaccines to remote areas and those who might have difficulty returning for a 
second vaccination. It could also be used for the homeless population and other 
hard-to-reach groups. Some members of the public had questions about the 
efficacy of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, which appeared to have lower 
numbers than the other two vaccines in its clinical trials. But health experts say 
that’s an apples-to-oranges comparison that does not stand up. They say the 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines were tested early in the pandemic before new, more 
contagious COVID variants developed and began to spread. They say the 
Johnson & Johnson trials were done more recently and take into account the 
vaccine’s efficacy against these new variants, whereas the Moderna and Pfizer 
vaccines might not be as effective against the new variants. The important 
takeaway is that the FDA says J&J’s vaccine offers strong protection against what 
matters most: serious illness, hospitalizations and death. One dose was 85 
percent protective against the most severe COVID-19 illness, in a massive study 
that spanned three continents. Federal, state, and local health officials say if you 
receive an invitation to set a vaccination appointment, don’t be concerned about 
which vaccine you will receive: All three are good and all are effective in 
preventing serious COVID cases, complications, and deaths. All COVID-19 
vaccines train the body to recognize the new coronavirus, usually by spotting the 
spikey protein that coats it. But they’re made in very different ways. J&J’s shot 
uses a cold virus like a Trojan horse to carry the spike gene into the body, where 
cells make harmless copies of the protein to prime the immune system in case 
the real virus comes along. It’s the same technology the company used in making 
its earlier and very effective Ebola vaccine. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are 
made with a different technology, a piece of genetic code called messenger RNA 
that spurs cells to make those harmless spike copies. J&J plans deliver a total of 
20 million shots by the end of March. Health officials are eager to have an easier-
to-use vaccine against COVID-19, which has killed more than 520,000 Americans 
and continues to mutate in troubling ways. ;  Oregon Gov. Kate Brown says 
starting next week counties that have moved out of the COVID-19 Extreme Risk 
level will not be moved back into it without giving them two weeks to improve their 
case numbers. Brown said in a news release Thursday the pause on rolling back 
to the Extreme level will allow businesses to avoid abrupt closures and other 
major changes. Brown says if case numbers don't improve in those two weeks, 
however, a county will move backward. She says she recognizes the challenges 
businesses encounter when facing a switch back and forth between Extreme Risk 
and other risk levels. ; Lane County Public Health officials say they were notified 
of 22 new COVID-19 infections yesterday but no new deaths. Our total number of 
infections stands at 10,356, with a pandemic death toll of 129. Fourteen local 
patients remain hospitalized, with three of those in intensive care. County health 
officials say 137 local residents are considered infectious and hundreds more are 
under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who has tested 
positive for the virus. But the 137 who are considered infectious represent the 
smallest infectious number the county has seen since last fall. The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 392 new COVID cases and 32 new deaths. Analysts 
say while those are higher-than-usual numbers, they reflect processing of some 
backlogged reports from the past two months. Oregon’s infection total from the 
past year stands at 156,673 and its overall coronavirus death toll now is 2,284. / 



POLITICS, ECONOMY, FAMILY, HEALTH: Roughly 98 percent of U.S. 
households that received a COVID-19 relief check in December will also qualify 
for the next round of payments being championed by President Joe Biden, 
according to a White House official. Biden has said that Americans were 
promised $2,000 in direct checks, but only $600 was approved in December. The 
president views that promise as a cornerstone of his $1.9 trillion relief package 
pending in the Senate. His proposal offers $1,400 in additional payments that 
would quickly phase out based on income, so that money is better aimed at the 
middle class and poor. Under the current Senate bill, the Biden administration 
estimates that 158.5 million households will receive direct payments, according to 
the White House official who insisted on anonymity to discuss private 
conversations. The official stressed that almost everyone gets a check twice as 
large as in December, although 3.5 million households that received some 
payment from the $900 billion December package would no longer qualify. Under 
the Senate bill, anyone earning up to $75,000 qualifies for the full $1,400 with the 
payment being cut off entirely at $80,000. Couples earning up to $150,000 also 
receive checks with the payments disappearing at an income of $160,000. ; The 
Senate has voted by the slimmest of margins to begin debating a $1.9 trillion 
COVID-19 relief bill. Democrats have made eleventh-hour changes in the 
measure aimed at ensuring they can pull President Joe Biden’s top legislative 
priority through the precariously divided chamber. Democrats hope for Senate 
approval of the package before next week. That would give the House time to 
sign off on it and get the measure to Biden quickly. They are encountering stiff 
opposition from Republicans arguing that the measure’s massive price tag 
ignores promising signs that the pandemic and wounded economy are turning 
around. / BUSINESS, ECONOMY: U.S. employers likely stepped up their hiring in 
February as confirmed viral cases declined, consumers spent big chunks of their 
government aid checks and the economy appeared to be sustaining a tentative 
recovery. Economists have forecast that job growth reached 175,000 last month, 
according to data provider FactSet. That would mark a sharp improvement over 
an average of just 29,000 jobs a month from November through January. Yet with 
the nation still 10 million jobs short of its pre-pandemic level, monthly hiring would 
need to significantly accelerate to bring relief to the many people who remain laid 
off, especially at restaurants, hotels, entertainment venues and other areas of the 
hospitality industry that are far from recovered. /  
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SPORTS: A rivalry win and a back-to-back conference titles for the Oregon Men’s 
Basketball team. The Ducks defeated Oregon State 80-67 last night in Corvallis to 
win five straight. Will Richardson scored a career-high 22 points and Oregon 
made a season-high 15 three-pointers. Oregon is the Number One seed at the 
Pac-12 Tournament. The Ducks will have a bye in the first round and will play 
their first game on Thursday at 11:30 a.m. in Las Vegas. They’ll meet the winner 
of Wednesday Arizona State-Washington State contest. Oregon State also has 
Wednesday off and meets UCLA on Thursday at 2:30 p.m. All tournament games 
are being televised by the Pac-12 Networks. ; Also in college sports: The Number 
6 Oregon Softball team won two games Sunday to finish a home-opening 
weekend sweep of Boise State and Portland State. The Ducks have a 
doubleheader Friday at Jane Sanders Field when they host Nevada. Five runs in 
the top of the tenth gave the Oregon Baseball squad a weekend sweep of Santa 
Barbara. The Ducks head to Corvallis Friday for a three-game series versus 
Oregon State. ; Oregon Volleyball rallied from a two-game deficit on Sunday to 
defeat Number 7 Washington at Matthew Knight Arena. The Ducks play Stanford 
Friday at 6 p.m. ; Oregon Women’s Soccer lost to USC on the road Sunday, 1-0. 
The Ducks host Arizona State Friday at 7 p.m. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: 
Members of the University of Oregon’s Board of Trustees begin their two-day 
virtual meeting today. One of the topics: Should students be required to continue 
paying student athletics ticket fees when they cannot attend the events during the 
pandemic? The trustees are considering a plan to make that portion of the per-
term student fees optional. That could cut close to $1.8 million from the already-
strapped athletic department budget. But student leaders say it’s not fair to ask 
UO students to help subsidize events if they can’t be there. But that leads to the 
secondary question of what would happen to those athletic incidental fees when 
spectators are once again allowed in the stands. Tuition and fees also are on the 
agenda this week U-of-O Board of Trustees meeting. The panel is considering a 
request to raise tuition the next academic year by 4.5 percent for in-state students 
and three percent for out-of-state students. For in-state students, that would raise 
tuition to $266 per credit-hour and raise full-time resident tuition and fees to more 
than $13,800. ; Goodbye, sunshine. Hello, study sessions. Colleges around the 
U.S. are scaling back spring break or canceling it entirely to discourage 



beachfront partying that could raise infection rates back on campus. Many 
students looking to blow off steam or escape the cold are still going to hit big party 
spots. But many say they will be reluctantly skipping trips this year. Meanwhile, 
beach towns are desperate for their tourism dollars as they try to recoup some of 
last year’s losses. Miami tourism officials estimate they lost nearly $18 billion 
during Spring Break last year. Still, they're being extra vigilant to prevent 
spreading the virus. Spring Break is still on the schedule for Oregon’s public 
universities. But University of Oregon officials are among those urging students to 
avoid Spring Break travel. They say if students you must travel, to check for any 
restrictions in their destination area; schedule a COVID-19 test 3-5 days after they 
return; and to self-quarantine and monitor for any symptoms until they receive 
negative testing results. ; Next week, the Eugene and Bethel School districts 
begin their return to in-person teaching. With COVID vaccines prioritized and 
being administered to educators across the state, Governor Kate Brown said 
Friday that public schools should resume offering in-person instruction to their 
Kindergarten through Fifth Graders at the end of this month and she wants to see 
in-person classes resume for students in Grades 6-12 by mid-April. But Brown 
said the state's coronavirus case numbers have fallen significantly and noted that 
Oregon put teachers ahead of older residents in the line for the COVID-19 
vaccine. As teachers were vaccinated, Brown was under tremendous pressure 
from parents and local elected officials in many counties to reopen classrooms. 
Under Brown’s executive order, students in Grades K-5 must have an in-person 
learning option by the Week of March 29. Students in grades six through 12 must 
have one by the Week of April 19. Students who prefer to remain in online class 
will also have the option. State education officials have until March 19 to revise 
their guidelines for in-person instruction to help districts facilitate the return, she 
said. In her Friday letter to the Oregon Health Authority, Brown noted that the 
science and data is clear, with proper safety measures in place, schools can 
return to in-person instruction with a very low risk of COVID-19 transmission—
particularly with a vaccinated workforce. She added that she is relieved that 
students are returning to classrooms. March 16 marks the one-year anniversary 
of when the governor ordered school buildings to close to slow the spread of the 
coronavirus. Data tallied by the state Department of Education show about 20 
percent of Oregon’s public schools are already operating with full-time on-site 
learning, mostly in rural areas with fewer students in the eastern and central parts 
of the state. Another 23 percent are offering hybrid learning and 56 percent 
currently have almost all distance learning, with limited in-person instruction for 
students with extra needs. A spokesman for the Oregon Education Association, 
the state’s largest public school employees’ union, said in a statement that 
teachers support returning to the classroom if it can be done safely. The 
statement added that the union understands the frustrations of both school 
districts and parents and that most districts were already planning to some sort of 
in-person learning in the coming weeks. Oregon started vaccinating teachers in 
January ahead of seniors, but the state health department can’t say for sure how 
many educators have been vaccinated because it does not track the profession of 
recipients. The union also could not say what percentage of teachers have 
received the vaccine. Brown said all but six counties in the state currently meet or 
exceed the advisory metrics for a return to in-person, hybrid learning for all grade 
levels. Five of the counties that do not yet meet the guidelines for all grade levels 



make the cut-off for a return to elementary school. / HEALTH: According to the 
Oregon Health Authority, more than 727,000 Oregonians have received their first 
vaccination dose and, of those, more than 410,000 have received their second or 
“boost” dose. In Lane County, at least 17 percent of our population—more than 
64,000 residents—have received at least their initial vaccination dose and 8.5 
percent or more than 32,000 are fully immunized. ; Over the weekend, Lane 
County Public Health officials were notified of a combined 43 new COVID-19 
infections yesterday but no new deaths. Our total number of infections stands at 
10,412, with a pandemic death toll of 131. Nineteen local patients remain 
hospitalized, with seven of those in intensive care. County health officials say 110 
local residents are considered infectious and hundreds more are under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who has tested positive for the virus. 
The Oregon Health Authority on Saturday and Sunday reported a combined 413 
new COVID cases and three new deaths. Oregon’s infection total from the past 
year stands at more than 157,000 and its overall coronavirus death toll now is 
2,296. ; One of the most agonizing aspects of the pandemic has been when a 
family member or friend falls ill, is admitted to the hospital, but—to prevent the 
potential spread of COVID—cannot have any visitors in their room to help comfort 
them. This morning marks a big loosening of hospital visitation restrictions for 
Lane County’s largest hospital system. PeaceHealth Oregon is easing its “no-
visitor” policy to allow one visitor per day, per patient, with some limited 
exceptions. This change takes effect at PeaceHealth’s Sacred Heart Medical 
Center at RiverBend; Sacred Heart Medical Center, University District; Cottage 
Grove Community Medical Center; and Peace Harbor Medical Center in Florence. 
However, for patients suspected or confirmed to have COVID-19, the no-visitor 
policy remains, with limited exceptions. PeaceHealth Medical Group clinics will 
continue to limit visitors to only those accompanying patients needing assistance. 
PeaceHealth officials say the change in hospital visitation aims to balance safety 
with patient, caregiver and visitor needs. Should there be another surge in COVID 
cases and infections, officials say the rules could tighten again. While most 
patients will be allowed only one designated visitor per day, two may be allowed 
for dying patients, as well as for child and teen patients and infants in the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. Patients with disabilities will be allowed up to three 
support persons. Hospitalized patients with confirmed COVID-19 are not allowed 
visitors. But Minors, Labor & Delivery and end-of-life patients with COVID may 
have one visitor. Also effective today, PeaceHealth will no longer actively take the 
temperature of caregivers and visitors upon entry to any PeaceHealth Oregon 
facility. Officials say that meets updated Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention infection prevention recommendations. However, anyone entering a 
PeaceHealth facility will still be asked to confirm that they do not have a fever or 
other common symptoms of COVID-19. There will still be thermometers available 
at screening stations for those who request a check. Visitors must wear a mask at 
all times and will be asked to limit their movement throughout the hospitals. They 
will be issued a dated bracelet identifying them as a visitor. While they can 
purchase food in the cafeterias, they must return to eat in the room of the patient 
they are visiting. All gift shops will remain closed to visitors. / POLITICS, 
HEALTH: The U.S. Senate narrowly approved a $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief bill 
over the weekend. The bill cleared by a party-line vote of 50-49 after a marathon 
overnight voting session and now heads back to the House for final passage, 



which could come early this week. President Joe Biden says the legislation is 
crucial for pulling the country out of the pandemic and jump-starting the economy. 
The huge bill provides direct payments of up to $1,400 for most Americans and 
extended emergency unemployment benefits. There is spending for COVID-19 
vaccines and testing; for state, local, and tribal governments; for schools; for 
businesses; and includes tax breaks to help lower-earning people, families with 
children and consumers buying health insurance. But to gain narrow passages, 
party leaders agreed to restrict eligibility for the $1,400 stimulus checks. That 
amount would be gradually reduced until, under the Senate bill, it reaches zero for 
people earning $80,000 and couples making $160,000. Still, most Americans 
would receive the payment. Under another compromise, $300 weekly emergency 
unemployment checks — on top of regular state benefits — would be renewed, 
with a final payment Sept. 6. There would also be tax breaks on some of that aid, 
helping people who abruptly lost their jobs during the pandemic and risked tax 
penalties on the benefits. But the Senate dropped a House-approved boost in the 
federal minimum wage to $15 an hour by 2025, a major defeat for progressives. 
There is a new program for restaurants and bars hurt by the pandemic would 
receive $25 billion. The grants provide up to $10 million per company with a limit 
of $5 million per physical location. The grants can be used to cover payroll, rent, 
utilities and other operational expenses. The bill also provides $7.25 billion for the 
Paycheck Protection Program, a tiny fraction of what was allocated in previous 
legislation. The bill also allows more non-profits to apply for loans that are 
designed to help borrowers meet their payroll and operating costs and can 
potentially be forgiven. The stimulus measure follows five earlier ones totaling 
about $4 trillion enacted since last spring and comes amid signs of a potential 
economic turnaround. Vaccine supplies are growing, deaths and caseloads have 
eased but remain frighteningly high. Still, hiring was surprisingly strong last 
month, although the economy remains 10 million jobs smaller than pre-pandemic 
levels. / TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: On Thursday, American Airlines began 
its new, non-stop service daily flights between Eugene and Dallas-Ft. Worth. This 
morning, Southwest Airlines announced it will begin serving Eugene sometime in 
the second half of this year. The pandemic has created a challenging 
environment for airlines and other travel-related companies. But Eugene Airport 
officials say despite the big drop in business, 2020 still saw a ninth consecutive 
year of more than 1.2 million passenger boardings. Aviation analysts say airline 
expansions and restoration of routes in recent months are another indication the 
travel sector continues to rebound. No word on how many flights Southwest is 
planning out of Eugene, but the airline’s news release indicates we are one of 17 
cities where the airline has started or announced service during the pandemic. / 
GOVERNMENT, ECONOMY: Corvallis has more than 62,000 residents. Albany’s 
population is close to 57,000. In Central Oregon, Bend tops 83,000. And to the 
south of us, Grants Pass has slightly more than 50,000 people. Pretty good-sized 
cities, right? Perhaps not. There might be fewer metro areas in the U.S. in the 
near future. The federal government is proposing to downgrade 144 cities from 
what’s known as the “metropolitan statistical area” designation. Under the 
proposal, a metro area would have to have at least 100,000 people compared 
with the 50,000-person threshold that was implemented more than 70 years ago. 
Statisticians say the proposal is a long time in coming, given that the U.S. 
population has more than doubled since 1950. But some officials whose cities are 



on the list to be downgraded don’t believe it will have a major impact. Others 
worry it will lead them to lose federal funds. In Oregon, the change would affect 
Corvallis, Albany, Grants Pass, and Bend. In Corvallis, Oregon, the state 
designates certain funding sources to metropolitan statistical areas and any 
change to the city’s status could create a ripple effect, particularly when it comes 
to transportation funding, said Patrick Rollens, a spokesman for the city that is 
home to Oregon State University. “I won’t lie. We would be dismayed to see our 
MSA designation go away. We aren’t a suburb of any other, larger city in the 
area, so this is very much part of our community’s identity,” Rollens said in an 
email. “Losing the designation would also have potentially adverse impacts on 
recruitment for local businesses, as well as Oregon State University.” In a 
separate proposal, the U.S. Census Bureau is considering a change to the 
definition of an urban area. The proposal made public last month would use 
housing instead of people for distinguishing urban from rural. An area will be 
considered urban if it has 385 housing units per square mile, roughly the 
equivalent of 1,000 people per square mile, under the new proposal. The current 
standard is 500 people per square mile. The Census Bureau says the changes 
are needed to comply with new privacy requirements that aim to prevent people 
from being identified through publicly released data and it offers a more direct 
measure of density. /  
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HEALTH, SAFETY: A growing number of Americans who have been fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19 and have been asking questions like: Do I still have 
to wear a mask? Can I go to a bar now? Can I finally see my grandchildren? 
Yesterday, they received some guidance from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. CDC officials say fully vaccinated Americans can gather with 
other vaccinated people indoors without wearing a mask or social distancing. The 
guidance is designed to address a growing demand, as more adults have been 
getting vaccinated and wondering if it gives them greater freedom to visit family 
members, travel, or do other things like they did before the COVID-19 pandemic 
swept the world last year. CDC officials say with more and more people 
vaccinated each day we are starting to turn a corner. It is expected the health 
agency will support the resumption of more activities for vaccinated individuals 
once caseloads and deaths decline, more Americans are vaccinated, and as 
more science emerges on the ability of those who have been vaccinated to get 
and spread the virus. The CDC is continuing to recommend that fully vaccinated 
people still wear well-fitted masks, avoid large gatherings, and physically distance 
themselves from others when out in public. The CDC also advised vaccinated 
people to get tested if they develop symptoms that could be related to COVID-19. 
Vaccinated people in a single household, such as vaccinated older grandparents 
and healthy younger grandchildren, can also end their period of separation. The 
CDC guidance did not speak to people who may have gained some level of 
immunity from being infected, and recovering from, the coronavirus. Officials say 
a person is considered fully vaccinated two weeks after receiving the last required 
dose of vaccine. About 31 million Americans — or only about nine percent of the 
U.S. population — have been fully vaccinated with a federally authorized COVID-
19 vaccine so far, according to the CDC. The CDC did not change its 
recommendations on travel, which discourages unnecessary travel and calls for 
getting tested within a few days of the trip. That could seem confusing to 
vaccinated people hoping to visit family across the country or abroad. The new 
guidance also says nothing about going to restaurants or other places, even 
though governors are lifting restrictions on businesses. / HEALTH, 
TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Spring Break is coming. Federal, state, and local 
health officials continue to discourage families and individuals from traveling far 



from home during their week off. But they say if you must travel, there are things 
to keep in mind: Your airline may require health information, testing or other 
documents. Your destination might require you to be tested for COVID-19 when 
you arrive. If you test positive on arrival, you may be required to isolate for a 
period of time. If you leave the U.S., including for Mexico, you’ll need to have a 
negative COVID-19 test, or documented recovery from COVID-19, before 
boarding a flight home. Wherever you head, schedule a COVID-19 test 3-5 days 
after you return. Self-quarantine and monitor for any symptoms until you receive 
negative testing results. Spring Break is still on the schedule for Oregon’s public 
universities. But University of Oregon officials are among those urging students to 
avoid Spring Break travel. They are keeping residence halls and on-campus 
dining halls open and planning distanced and virtual activities for students. / 
HEALTH: According to the Oregon Health Authority, more than 740,000 
Oregonians have received their first vaccination dose and, of those, close to 
420,000 have received their second or “boost” dose. In Lane County, more than 
17 percent of our population—more than 66,000 residents—have received at 
least their initial vaccination dose and nine percent or more than 34,000 are fully 
immunized. ; Lane County might on-track to improve from the state’s High Risk 
designation to the Moderate Risk category on Friday. A formal announcement is 
expected today or tomorrow. It comes as Lane County’s number of daily COVID-
19 cases, rate of cases per 100,000 population, and testing positivity rate 
continue to fall. Counties with Moderate Risk levels are able to increase their 
indoor dining at eating and drinking establishments to 50 percent of capacity or 
100 people, whichever is smaller. Under a Moderate Risk category, the looser 
limits also apply to indoor gyms and fitness businesses and indoor pools, along 
with indoor entertainment venues such as theatres and museums. Retail 
establishments such as grocery stores, pharmacies, shopping malls, and similar 
businesses, may increase to 75 percent of indoor capacity if they are in a county 
at Moderate Risk. If we achieve the Moderate Risk category, it also would be 
good news for religious establishments, funeral homes, mortuaries, and 
cemeteries—and for people planning weddings, funerals, and memorials. Those 
locations would be able to expand indoor services to 50 percent of capacity or 
150 people total, whichever is smaller. They could hold services and gatherings 
for up to 250 people outdoors. For counties in the Moderate Risk category, 
outdoor recreation and fitness businesses and outdoor entertainment 
establishments could increase to 150 people and outdoor full-contact sports 
would be allowed. ; Lane County Public Health was notified of another COVID-19 
related death yesterday: A 73-year-old woman who tested positive on Friday and 
died the same day. Public health officials say they were notified of only one new 
case yesterday. That might be due to a reporting lag from the weekend. But Lane 
County Public Health officials have said that there is a continuing decline in the 
number of new infections. Our total number of infections stands at 10,413, with a 
pandemic death toll of 132. Eighteen local patients remain hospitalized, with 
seven of those still in intensive care. County health officials say 88 local residents 
are considered infectious. We have not seen numbers that low since around 
Christmas. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 234 new COVID 
cases and two new deaths—including the one in Lane County. Oregon’s infection 
total from the past year stands at more than 157,000 and today or tomorrow the 
state will hit the grim milestone of 3,000 deaths. Our overall coronavirus death toll 



is 2,298. ; The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has awarded 
$110 million in federal funding to assist the Oregon Health Authority and its 
partners in operating dozens of COVID-19 vaccination centers throughout the 
state. The FEMA-supported vaccination centers will be able to administer more 
than two million vaccines during the 90-day operational period. Timelines are still 
under review. Grants for emergency protective measures are funded through 
FEMA’s Public Assistance Grant Program, which reimburses communities for 
actions taken for response and recovery from a disaster. FEMA reimbursement is 
paid directly to the Oregon Office of Emergency Management, which then makes 
disbursements to the local and tribal jurisdictions and state agencies that incurred 
costs. ; Eugene’s White Bird Clinic is stepping up to help expand vaccination 
capacity in Lane County. The non-profit medical provider is providing by 
appointment vaccinations to those who are eligible at the White Bird Dental Clinic 
and now at Eugene’s WOW Hall. As the effort gears up, coordinators expect to 
administer up to 800 doses each week. White Bird says dozens of local clinicians 
and support staff have volunteered their time to help with the vaccine push. Want 
more information and looking to book a vaccination appointment? Go to 
https://whitebirdclinic.org/vaccine Please call 541-246-2341 to register by phone 
or learn more about vaccination. Please note: The staff at White Bird’s main 
offices, and medical and dental clinics do not have information on the vaccination 
project, so please do not call and interrupt their work. / HEALTH, POLITICS: 
Oregon leaders plan to spend up to $325 million in state and federal money to 
help fill the gaps in students’ pandemic-year learning with summer programs. 
Governor Kate Brown and legislative leaders announced Monday that they will 
devote $250 million in state money to the effort of making up educational ground 
lost amid COVID-19 shutdowns and remote learning. They also plan to add $75 
million in federal money to that effort. The largest expenditure will be $90 million 
in grants to add summer enrichment activities for Kindergarten through Eighth 
Grade students. Another $72 million will be in the form of grants that districts can 
use to help high school students catch up over the summer. / POLICING, RACIAL 
JUSTICE, CRIME: A new lawsuit claims Springfield Police officers stifled 
protesters’ free-speech rights during protests against the police killings of George 
Floyd and Breonna Taylor, particularly during a July 29 march. The Register-
Guard reports the group Black Unity, individual members of Black Unity, and 
others allege in a federal lawsuit that Springfield officers, quote, “engaged in 
several unconstitutional actions to punish, prevent or chill Plaintiffs’ First 
Amendment activities” during that march. The lawsuit names the city, Chief 
Richard Lewis and more than two dozen officers. The lawsuit says officers, 
among other actions, unlawfully detained people, colluded with counter-
protestors, and used excessive force. The Register-Guard reports officials with 
the City of Springfield are reviewing the complaint and did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment.  / HEALTH, RECREATION: Close to one year 
ago, Oregon State Parks staff were closing properties across the state as the 
pandemic arrived and cases spread. Twelve months later, staff are preparing 
campgrounds for a more “normal” Spring Break and summer camping season. It 
hasn’t been easy: Revenues tanked during the closures. Some parks in Central 
Oregon and the Cascades were damaged by September’s wildfires. Last month’s 
ice storms damaged campgrounds in parts of the northern Willamette Valley and 
the Columbia Gorge. Oregon State Parks get the bulk of their revenue from day-



use and camping fees and the Oregon Lottery. But although the system is facing 
an estimated $20 million drop in revenue for the two-year period ending June 30, 
nearly all state parks are open or will be in the next few months, including those 
parks that will reopen after their usual seasonal closures. Two state parks 
campground remain on hold while staff evaluate last year’s wildfire damage: 
Collier Memorial State Park of Highway 97 near Chiloquin and Detroit Lake State 
Park off Highway 22 in the Cascades. Staff are waiting for the snow to melt at 
Collier before they finish their damage assessment. Detroit Lake State Park 
remains closed for now, but the Mongold Day-use Area and boat launch are open 
while repairs continue elsewhere. Oregon State Parks officials say overnight 
camping rates will remain the same as last year, except for a $3 increase for 
electric hookup and full hookup sites in many popular campgrounds between May 
28 and September 6. The electric hookup rate range will be $24-$35 and the full 
hookup range will be $26-$38 per night at the following parks: Beverly Beach 
State Park; Bullards Beach State Park; Cape Blanco State Park; Cape Lookout 
State Park; Devil’s Lake State Recreation Area; Fort Stevens State Park; Harris 
Beach State Park; Jessie M. Honeyman Memorial State Park; Nehalem Bay State 
Park; South Beach State Park; Sunset Bay State Park; William M. Tugman State 
Park; The Cove Palisades State Park; LaPine State Park; Tumalo State Park; 
Valley of the Rogue State Park; Wallowa Lake State Park; Champoeg State 
Heritage Area; Detroit Lake State Recreation Area; L.L. Stub Stewart Memorial 
State Park; and Silver Falls State Park. These rates include applicable state and 
local taxes. The temporary, COVID-related surcharge that added up to an 
additional 30 percent fee to overnight stays for out-of-state campers ended March 
1. All campers in 2021 will pay the same rates. OPRD plans to open a public 
discussion about making out-of-state rates a normal part of the overnight stay rate 
structure. Some pandemic-related changes remain in place for now. That includes 
closure of some group gathering sites and the hiker-biker camping areas. If 
visitors stay in state parks yurts or cabins, the unit remains unoccupied for one 
day so it may be thoroughly cleaned before the next guests arrive. For now, yurt 
and cabin visits in coastal campgrounds also require a two-night minimum stay. / 
LOW-INCOME, HEALTH: Roughly 4 in 10 Americans say they’re still feeling the 
financial impact of the loss of a job or income within their household as the 
economic recovery remains uneven one year into the coronavirus pandemic. The 
new poll by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research 
provides further evidence that the pandemic has been devastating for some 
Americans, while leaving others virtually unscathed or even in better shape, at 
least when it comes to their finances. The pandemic has particularly hurt Black 
and Latino households, as well as young Americans, who are now going through 
their second major economic crisis of their adult lives. /  
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HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: It’s official: Lane County is improving from the state’s 
High Risk designation to the Moderate Risk category on Friday. Governor Kate 
Brown made the announcement yesterday, as she and state health officials 
confirmed that our rates of COVID-19 cases and other pandemic numbers 
continue to fall. That means that on Friday, Lane County eating and drinking 
establishments will be able to increase their indoor dining to 50 percent of 
capacity or 100 people, whichever is smaller. Table size is limited to six people 
indoors, eight people outdoors. Closing time remains 11 p.m. The looser limits for 
Moderate Risk also apply to indoor gyms and fitness businesses and indoor 
pools, along with indoor entertainment venues such as theatres and museums. 
Indoor contact sports still are prohibited. Retail establishments such as grocery 
stores, pharmacies, shopping malls, and similar businesses, may increase to 75 
percent of indoor capacity. Curbside pick-up still is encouraged. The Moderate 
Risk category also is good news for people planning events ranging from 
weddings to funerals: religious establishments, funeral homes, mortuaries, and 
cemeteries will be able to expand indoor services to 50 percent of capacity or 150 
people total, whichever is smaller. Outdoor gathering sizes may increase to up to 
250 people. Outdoor recreation and fitness businesses and outdoor entertainment 
establishments may increase their capacities to 150 people and outdoor full-
contact sports will be allowed. Office workers are encouraged to continue working 
remotely, if possible. Lane County Public Health officials say the changes are 
good news for everyone who ahs worked hard to reduce the number of COVID 
infections and deaths. But they warn that such improvements can be undone very 
rapidly and remind everyone to remain safe by wearing masks and social 
distancing. Linn County remains at Moderate Risk under the new set of 
designations. And there is good news for residents and businesses in neighboring 
Benton County: They move from Extreme to High Risk on Friday. But Douglas 
and Coos Counties remain at Extreme Risk because of high numbers of COVID 
cases and infection rates. The state updates county risk levels every two weeks. / 
HEALTH: The falling infection numbers across Oregon and Lane County are 
largely the result of people maintaining precautions such as mask-wearing and 
social-distancing. The rollout of vaccines, especially to vulnerable older adults, is 
another key factor. The Oregon Health Authority reports that more than three-



quarters of a million residents have received at least their first dose of COVID 
vaccine and, of those, more than 425,000 have received their second or “boost” 
dose. Here in Lane County, 17.7 percent of our population—more than 67,000 
residents—have received at least their initial vaccination dose and 9.4 percent or 
more than 35,000 are fully immunized. (TB-LCPH-OHA) – Lane County Public 
Health was notified of another 24 cases of COVID-19 yesterday but no new 
deaths. Twelve local patients remain hospitalized, with seven of those still in 
intensive care. County health officials say 90 local residents are considered 
infectious. Our total number of infections stands at 10,437, with a pandemic death 
toll of 132. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 517 new COVID 
cases and five new deaths. Oregon’s infection total from the past year stands at 
more than 158,000 and today or tomorrow the state will hit the grim milestone of 
2,300 deaths. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: Tuitions are rising next academic year for 
University of Oregon students who are not on the “guaranteed tuition” plan 
created last spring. Members of the U-of-O’s Board of Trustees have approved a 
4.5 percent tuition hike for in-state students and a three percent increase for out-
of-state students. For new in-state undergraduate students, that will raise tuition 
to $266 per credit-hour and put full-time resident tuition and fees at more than 
$13,800 for the academic year. But the guaranteed tuition plan means they will 
not see any additional increases during their four years of college. Students who 
enrolled at the U-of-O prior to the creation of the guaranteed tuition rate will see a 
three percent increase in tuition each year. There also would be tuition increases 
for some graduate programs. / EDUCATION, SPORTS, HEALTH: The trustees 
also approved changes to student incidental fees that help subsidize the cost of 
athletics tickets, because students they cannot attend the events during the 
pandemic. Instead, the close to $1.8 million will be reallocated by the Associated 
Students of the University of Oregon—or ASUO—to other student needs, 
including support for housing, food, and health needs. / SAFETY, 
ENVIRONMENT, CRIME, HEALTH, HOMELESSNESS: It is a health and safety 
hazard and degrades a beautiful stretch of the Willamette River. The City of 
Eugene yesterday temporarily closed the North Bank Path between Valley River 
Center and the Ferry Street Bridge as crews clean and clear the riverbank area 
that is clogged with waste from clusters of homeless camps. Campers were 
notified of the clean-up one week ago to give them time to pack their belongings 
and leave. The path closure took place during the day, but the route reopened 
overnight. If more cleanup is needed, staff will return today to finish their work. 
This is the third major cleanup of the area. During two previous efforts, city crews 
say they removed about 14,000 pounds of trash. The City acquired the North 
Bank property from the Oregon Department of Transportation in February. It 
came after years of complaints about garbage, pollution, negative behavior, and 
camping issues. For years, volunteers with local nonprofit Willamette Riverkeeper 
have worked by boat and on land to try to and remove the garbage and other 
pollutants that were getting into the river—especially during winter and spring 
rains. The camp debris includes garbage, feces, plastics, household chemicals, 
and needles. Now that it is city property, Eugene’s park rules—designed to 
protect sensitive riparian habitats—apply and camping is not allowed. Since 
January, city staff have worked to let people camping along the path find other 
options. By last Friday, as staff handed out garbage bags and reminded people 
about this week’s cleanup, officials say there were only 13 tents remaining. Once 



the clean-up is complete, city crews will remove invasive blackberry and ivy, 
seeding for native plants and work to reduce erosion at the former homeless 
camp sites. / HEALTH, POLITICS: Congress is poised to approve that landmark 
$1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief bill as early as this morning. The measure provides 
up to $1,400 direct payments to most Americans, extended emergency 
unemployment benefits and hundreds of billions for COVID-19 vaccines and 
treatments, schools, state and local governments and ailing industries from 
airlines to concert halls. There is aid for emergency food programs, subsidies for 
consumers buying health insurance, and states expanding Medicaid coverage for 
lower earners. There also is help for some pension systems. The bill assists 
lower- and middle-income families by including expanded tax credits over the next 
year for children, childcare, and family leave. There also is money to help renters 
and people struggling to pay their utility bills. To get the measure approved in the 
U.S. Senate, moderates tightened eligibility for the $1,400 stimulus payments, 
which now phase out completely for individuals earning more than $80,000 and 
couples making more than $160,000. Weekly emergency jobless payments, paid 
on top of state benefits, were trimmed by the Senate to $300 and will end in early 
September. And progressive Democrats had to abandon the House-approved 
federal minimum-wage increase to $15 hourly by 2025. Still, the independent Tax 
Policy Center says the measure awaiting House approval will give almost 70 
percent of this year’s tax breaks to households earning $91,000 or less. By 
contrast, the Trump-era GOP tax bill gave nearly half its 2018 reductions to the 
top 5 percent of households earning around $308,000 or more, according to the 
researchers. / BUSINESS, POLITICS, HEALTH: Restaurants devastated by the 
coronavirus outbreak are getting a lifeline from the pandemic relief package that’s 
awaiting final approval in the House. The bill passed by the Senate on Saturday 
adds money to the Paycheck Protection Program and provides indirect help to 
small businesses in general through stimulus payments and unemployment 
benefits. But restaurants will receive the biggest share of direct help: $28.6 billion 
in grants for dining establishments whose revenue fell in 2020 as a result of the 
pandemic. The bill calls for grants equal to the amount of restaurants’ revenue 
losses, up to a maximum of $10 million per company and $5 million per location. 
Eligible companies cannot own more than 20 locations, and they cannot be 
publicly traded. The bill sets aside $5 billion for the smallest restaurants, those 
whose annual revenue is $500,000 or less. Industry groups welcomed the grants. 
The National Restaurant Association, an industry organization, noted that the 
Senate added $3.6 billion to the $25 billion allocated in the original House bill. 
While the $28.6 billion in the bill was only about a tenth of the amount of money 
the industry has lost during the pandemic, the restaurant group sees it as a win, 
saying it will help keep doors open. Restaurants were decimated by the pandemic 
that led to government-ordered shutdowns and that is still keeping many diners 
away. As of Dec. 1, more than 110,000 U.S. restaurants were closed either 
temporarily or permanently, according to the National Restaurant Association. 
That’s 17 percent of the number of restaurants in business before the pandemic. 
In January, industrywide revenue was down more than 16 percent from a year 
earlier, the group said. Small business advocates were pleased with the overall 
bill and said the $1,400 stimulus payments to individuals and families as well as 
continued unemployment benefits will give consumers more money they can 
spend at small businesses. Congress added more than $7 billion to the $800 



billion allotted to the latest round of the PPP that began Jan. 11. The Small 
Business Administration has approved about $680 billion in loans so far during 
this round, and a total of $1.2 trillion since April. But small business advocates are 
concerned because the bill did not extend the program, which is scheduled to end 
March 31. Congress can still extend the PPP but might face political headwinds. / 
POLICING, ENVIRONMENT: They might be eco-friendly, but they still look fast. 
Eugene Police yesterday showed off the newest additions to their vehicle fleet: 
nine hybrid police SUVs; a four-door electric vehicle that can be used for parking 
patrol or other police business; and four power assisted E-bikes for officers on 
bicycle patrol. It is part of a push by the agency to create a more environmentally 
friendly fleet. And while much of the Eugene Police patrol fleet is dark blue, these 
new hybrid SUVs are painted silver. / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: Oregon’s 
unemployment numbers eased a bit in January as more businesses began to 
reopen and callback or hire workers. But our jobless rate of 6.2 percent remains 
significantly higher than pre-pandemic levels. The state's unemployment rate 
dropped by close to four-tenths of a percentage point in each of the last three 
months of 2020, following more rapid declines during the prior five months. The 
peak unemployment in the state was 13.2 percent in April 2020. Leisure and 
Hospitality is still down 76,800 jobs, or 35.6 percent, since January of 2020. 
Private educational services experienced the second largest percentage decline 
during that time, as the sector shed 8,400 jobs, or 22.6 percent. The only industry 
to add jobs in the past 12 months was Transportation, Warehousing, and Utilities, 
which added 4,100 jobs and grew by 5.6 percent. / HOUSING, POLITICS: 
Housing remains a key issue for Oregon lawmakers in Salem. The situation was 
aggravated during the past year by the pandemic and the September wildfires. 
Options being considered by majority Democrats include building more shelters, 
extending the grace period by which tenants must pay back their rent, increasing 
homeownership access to low-income individuals and an effort to reduce housing 
disparities for communities of color. The 17 bills before the Legislature include 
$535 million in new state investments for increasing affordable housing, 
addressing homelessness, and supporting homeownership. Lawmakers say they 
are also “expecting significant federal support” from the federal government. / 
HEALTH: The nation’s top infectious disease expert says the U.S. could see 
significant steps toward a return to the pre-pandemic normal, even before the 
country reaches coronavirus herd immunity. Dr. Anthony Fauci says best 
estimates when enough people are immune to end the outbreak range between 
70-85 percent of the population -- a figure expected to be attained by late summer 
or early fall. He says as the pace of vaccination ramps up and the most 
vulnerable to the virus are protected, some government restrictions could be 
lifted. Said Fauci: “You don’t have to wait until you get full herd immunity to get a 
really profound effect on what you can do.” CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky 
cautioned only about 10 percent of the population is fully vaccinated, but her 
agency anticipated loosening federal guidelines as more people receive shots. / 
FAMILY, HEALTH, LOW-INCOME: Roughly 4 in 10 Americans say they’re still 
feeling the financial impact of the loss of a job or income within their household as 
the economic recovery remains uneven one year into the coronavirus pandemic. 
The new poll was conducted by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research. The financial outcome often depended on the type of job a 
person had and their income level before the pandemic. The pandemic has 



particularly hurt Black and Latino households, as well as young Americans, who 
are now going through their second major economic crisis of their adult lives. The 
poll shows about half of Americans say they have experienced at least one form 
of household income loss during the pandemic, including 25 percent who have 
experienced a household layoff and 31 percent who say someone in the 
household was scheduled for fewer hours. Overall, 44 percent say their 
household experienced income loss from the pandemic that is still having an 
impact on their finances. Thirty-eight percent of Hispanics and 29 percent of Black 
Americans have experienced a layoff in their household at some point during the 
past year, compared with 21 percent of white Americans. Overall, about a quarter 
of Americans say they’ve been unable to pay one or more bills in the last month. /  
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SPORTS: The Ducks and Beavers are in Pac-12 Men’s Basketball Tournament 
action today in Las Vegas: The Oregon Men’s Basketball team, the conference 
champions, are the Number One seed and open play against Arizona State this 
morning at 11:30 a.m. ; Oregon State meets UCLA today at 2:30 p.m. All 
tournament games are being televised by the Pac-12 Networks. ; All a team 
needs to play in this year’s NCAA Tournament is five healthy players. How about 
a coach? The NCAA will get back to you on that. The fluid nature of a March 
Madness played amid the coronavirus pandemic was apparent hours before the 
selection committee began meeting to hash out a 68-team bracket. NCAA 
executive Dan Gavitt said that as long as a team has five healthy players, it is 
good to go. And if that team’s coaching staff gets decimated by COVID-19? Gavitt 
didn't have an answer but says the committee will discuss that this week. ; Also in 
college sports: Oregon has 20 national qualifiers at the NCAA indoor Track and 
Field Championships, which begin today in Fayetteville, Arkansas. The Ducks 
have done well at past meets: They have a combined 11 NCAA indoor team titles, 
seven for the women and four for the men. The events are being streamed live on 
ESPN3 and the ESPN app. ; Congratulations to university of Oregon Athletics 
director Rob Mullens. Oregon director of athletics Rob Mullens, who yesterday 
was named one of four Athletic Directors of the Year by the National Association 
of Collegiate Directors of Athletics. He was credited with helping Oregon Athletics 
navigate the health and budget challenges of the pandemic, as well as the overall 
success of Duck teams. Among the 2020 highlights: The Oregon Football, Men's 
Basketball, and Women's Basketball teams each won Pac-12 titles during the 
2019-2020 season, the football team repeated as Pac-12 champions in fall 2020. 
Off the field, Oregon athletics was honored by the NCAA for its work in athletics 
diversity and inclusion. / CRIME: Springfield Police said yesterday that their hunt 
for the suspect in the killing of a longtime caretaker at a local youth farm has 
ended. It came after one person was taken into custody and another was shot 
and killed during a lengthy standoff with police in Reedsport earlier this week. 
Investigators have not released the names of those involved. But police say they 
tracked the suspect to the coast on Tuesday. A traffic stop led to the standoff, 
which closed Highway 101 through part of Reedsport for five hours. One person 
in the vehicle was taken into custody before shots were fired. Police have not yet 



said whether they or the person remaining in the vehicle during the standoff fired 
the fatal shots. Reedsport Police earlier confirmed that the vehicle involved in the 
standoff and deadly shooting was being sought by Springfield Police. The body of 
the Springfield victim, 70-year-old Richard Donald Marshall, was discovered on 
March 1. He was last seen alive on February 26. Marshall lived on-site in his RV 
and had volunteered as a caretaker at the Gateway-area youth farm for close to a 
decade. ; Police in Salem have arrested a man for shooting at hallucinations. 
Officers responded to reports of the suspect firing a gun in the backyard of a 
residence, then driving away. He was arrested a short time later. Police said as 
they arrived at the home, they noticed the smell of natural gas, cordoned off the 
area and summoned the fire department.  It turned out that one of the shots 
allegedly fired by the suspect hit the home’s natural gas meter. No one was hurt. 
But detectives say the man told them he believed he was being attacked and shot 
at the hallucinations. Police believe he might have been under the influence of 
narcotics. / HEALTH: More encouraging news as the average numbers of new 
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations continue to fall across Lane County and 
Oregon. Lane County Public Health was notified of only seven new infections 
yesterday and no new deaths. Oregon’s infections were slightly more than 300 
but there were just two reported deaths. The infections and deaths remain 
sobering: More than 2,300 Oregonians have died from COVID-related causes 
during the pandemic. But infection rates are easing: The Oregon Health Authority 
reports weekly case numbers fell by 35 percent last week. Hospitalizations 
dropped by 15 percent. Here in Lane County, 12 local patients remain 
hospitalized, with seven of those still in intensive care. County health officials say 
83 local residents remain infectious and another 283 are under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for COVID-19. 
On the downside, coronavirus-related deaths across Oregon climbed last week, 
from 57 to 86. Five of those were in Lane County, where our pandemic death toll 
stands at 132. Public health officials say the falling infection numbers are largely 
the result of people maintaining precautions such as mask-wearing and social-
distancing. The rollout of vaccines, especially to vulnerable older adults, is 
another key factor. The Oregon Health Authority reports that more than 768,000 
residents have received at least their first dose of COVID vaccine and, of those, 
more than 432,000 have received their second or “boost” dose. Here in Lane 
County, more than 69,000 residents have received at least their initial vaccination 
dose and more than 36,000 of them are fully immunized. ; Our local coronavirus 
vaccination effort is expanding. Bi-Mart officials said yesterday their pharmacies 
have rolled out a new webpage to schedule vaccination appointments. It comes 
as the federal government prepares to send large shipments of the new single-
dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine to Oregon in the coming weeks. When you 
become eligible to receive a vaccination, go to www.bimart.com and click the 
COVID-19 information link right at the top of the webpage. That will take you to 
the appointment scheduling page. You do not need to be a Bi-Mart member to 
schedule an appointment. The Bi-Mart pharmacies are among a number of retail 
pharmacies taking part in the vaccination effort, including Fred Meyer, 
Albertson’s-Safeway, Costco, Health Mart, and WalMart. / GOVERNMENT, 
HEALTH: Congress has sent President Joe Biden the landmark $1.9 trillion 
COVID-19 relief bill. The House approved the bill Wednesday over solid 
Republican opposition in a vote that gives the new president and Democrats a 



victory just seven weeks after he took office. Biden said he would sign the bill 
tomorrow. The measure provides up to $1,400 direct payments to most 
Americans. They are expected to begin arriving in the next few weeks. The 
eligibility is tightened: Payments will phase out completely for individuals earning 
more than $80,000 and for couples making more than $160,000. There are 
extended emergency unemployment benefits of $300 in weekly emergency 
jobless payments, paid on top of state benefits. The benefits expire in early 
September. The bill assists lower- and middle-income families by including 
expanded tax credits over the next year for children, childcare, and family leave. 
There also is money to help renters and people struggling to pay their utility bills. 
The stimulus package also includes aid for emergency food programs, subsidies 
for consumers buying health insurance, and assistance to states expanding 
Medicaid coverage for lower earners. Hundreds of billions of dollars will help pay 
for COVID-19 vaccines and treatments; assist schools; aid state, local, and tribal 
governments; and support a range of businesses ranging from restaurants to 
performing arts groups. / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: – Officials with the Oregon 
Employment Department are working to reprogram their computers to pay the 
extended federal jobless benefits included in this new stimulus bill. They say once 
President Biden signs it into law, the Department of Labor will send specific 
details and guidance to employment offices across the U.S. Oregon employment 
chief David Gerstenfeld says his staff is already working on updates to the jobless 
benefits system. He says as many as 133,000 Oregonians will qualify for the 
extended unemployment benefits. But he says some of those benefits will be 
interrupted while the new program is being incorporated. Gernstenfeld says if you 
qualify for the extended benefits you will receive them, even if they arrive in the 
form of retroactive benefits. He says you should continue filing your weekly 
claims—even if your claims are exhausted. If necessary, start a new claim. Go to 
unemployment.oregon.gov and follow the Oregon Department of Employment on 
Facebook for updates. / DISASTERS: Later this morning, Oregon joins 
ShakeAlert, the earthquake early-warning system designed to give people along 
the West Coast a few seconds of early warning after a major earthquake occurs. 
The system goes live in Oregon at ten a.m. It comes on the tenth anniversary of 
the devastating earthquake in Japan that sent tsunami waves across the Pacific 
Ocean, causing damage and one death in Oregon. Coordinators hope to 
schedule a statewide test of the system this summer. The ShakeAlert system was 
developed by scientists with the U.S. Geological Survey and partners in the West 
Coast states, including at the University of Oregon. It’s already in use in California 
and coming soon to Washington state as the nation's first regional earthquake 
warning system. The system does not predict earthquakes. Rather, it uses 
numerous seismic stations to detect the start of an earthquake and light-speed 
communications to send the data to computers that instantly calculate location, 
magnitude, intensity of shaking and create alerts to—within seconds—notify those 
who will be affected. Transportation, utility, and manufacturing systems are being 
adapted to automatically slow and halt their operations when an alert is received. 
Oregonians might have enough advance warning to duck under tables or desks. 
The ShakeAlert warnings will be pushed through the same wireless notification 
system that issues Amber Alerts and via cellphone apps. If you’re searching in 
your Android or Apple store, look for an app called called “QuakeAlertUSA” or any 
with the phrase “powered by ShakeAlert” in the app information. / 



ENVIRONMENT, YOUTH, GOVERNMENT, LEGAL: A group of young climate 
activists are trying to revive their suit against the federal government by changing 
tactics. They filed a motion this week in Eugene Federal Court in Eugene, asking 
for a slightly different outcome. Twenty-one young people—some from Lane 
County—sued the government six years ago, saying they had a constitutional 
right to a sustainable climate. Known as the “Climate Kids,” they asked the federal 
court to order the United States to prepare an energy plan that transitions the 
country away from fossil fuels. Now, their attorneys are asking a U.S. District 
Court judge to allow them to amend their suit to seek a more limited outcome: a 
ruling that the nation’s fossil fuel-based energy system is unconstitutional. Julia 
Olson, chief legal counsel for Eugene-based Our Children’s Trust, which 
represents the plaintiffs, said such a court finding would “hold current and future 
lawmakers accountable for protecting the rights of youth.” The young people now 
are ages 13 to 24. The latest developments come after a three-member panel of 
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals last year found a federal judge lacked the 
power to order or design a climate recovery plan in the high-profile climate 
change lawsuit, known as “Juliana vs. United States.” The panel noted that such 
a remedy required complex policy decisions and should be made instead by the 
nation’s politicians or voters. Lawyers for the group “Our Children’s Trust” 
originally filed the federal suit in 2015 against the Obama administration, using 
the legal principle known as the “public trust doctrine,” which can be used to 
compel the government to preserve natural resources for public use and for future 
generations. The plaintiffs claimed actions by the U.S. government are depriving 
them of their constitutional rights to life, liberty, and property, and have failed to 
protect essential public trust resources. / HEALTH: One year ago today, the 
World Health organization declared the growing spread of COVID-19 a pandemic. 
About 1 in 5 Americans say they lost a relative or close friend to the coronavirus, 
according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research finds divisions. The public's worry about the virus is dropping 
even as people still in mourning express frustration at the continued struggle to 
stay safe. And while vaccines offer real hope for ending the scourge, about 1 in 3 
Americans don't intend to get one. The most reluctant: Younger adults, people 
without college degrees, and Republicans. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Congress 
has sent President Joe Biden the landmark $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief bill. The 
House approved the bill Wednesday over solid Republican opposition in a vote 
that gives the new president and Democrats a victory just seven weeks after he 
took office. Biden tweeted that “help is here” and said he would sign the bill on 
Friday. The 628-page measure represents Democrats’ effort to bridle the 
catastrophic pandemic and revive the enfeebled economy. Republicans say the 
measure is bloated, crammed with liberal policies and heedless of signs the dual 
crises are easing. The Senate passed the measure over unanimous Republican 
opposition four days ago. /  
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SPORTS: It’s a rematch this evening as the Ducks and Beavers meet in the 
semifinals of the Pac-12 Men’s Basketball Tournament today in Las Vegas: The 
top-seeded Oregon Men’s Basketball team, the conference champions, 
dismantled Arizona State yesterday, 91-73. Then Oregon State stunned UCLA in 
overtime, 83-79. The Ducks and Beavs tip-off shortly after 5:30 p.m., with the 
winner advancing to Saturday night’s Championship contest against either USC 
or Colorado. All tournament games are being televised by the Pac-12 Networks. / 
HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT: No need to lose sleep over the shift to dayshift saving 
time this weekend. The sun will still come up, though the dawn’s early light will 
break through later than it has during standard time and the twilight’s last 
gleaming will extend deeper into the evening. The annual shift comes at 2 a.m. 
local time Sunday in most of the United States. Don’t forget to set your clocks an 
hour ahead, usually before bed Saturday night, to avoid being late for Sunday 
morning activities. No time change is observed in Hawaii, most of Arizona, Puerto 
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam and the Northern 
Marianas. Standard time returns Nov. 7. / HEALTH: You say you’re waiting to 
become eligible to receive your coronavirus vaccine? The wait might be about to 
get a lot shorter. If you’re age 16 or older, you’ll become eligible to receive your 
coronavirus vaccine May 1. That’s according to President Joe Biden, who last 
night during a televised speech said hundreds of millions of vaccination doses are 
headed to states and federal governments in the coming weeks and months. 
Biden says while not everyone will be able to roll up their sleeves and receive a 
vaccination on May 1, he’s optimistic most American adults who wish to be 
vaccinated will be by the end of May. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: One year after 
the nation was brought to a near-standstill by the coronavirus, President Joe 
Biden last night pledged in his first prime-time address to make all adults eligible 
for vaccines by May 1. He also raised the possibility of beginning to, quote, “mark 
our independence from this virus” by the Fourth of July. And appealed to 
Americans to help make it happen. Speaking in the White House East Room 
Thursday night, Biden honored the “collective suffering” of the nation over the 
past year, then offered a vision for a return to at least some level of normalcy this 
summer: He predicted Americans could safely gather at least in small groups for 
July Fourth. But the president also cautioned that this was a “goal” and that 
attaining it depends on people’s cooperation in following public health guidelines 



and rolling up their sleeves to get vaccinated as soon as eligible. Only that, he 
said, can bring about an end to a pandemic that has killed more than 530,000 
Americans and disrupted the lives of countless more. In his Thursday night 
address, Biden said that as vaccine supplies continue to increase, he will direct 
states and territories to make all adults eligible for vaccination by May 1. The U.S. 
is expecting to have enough doses for those 255 million adults by the end of that 
month, but Biden warned the process of actually administering those doses would 
take time, even as his administration looks to instill confidence in the safety of the 
vaccines to overcome hesitance. The president said that does not mean everyone 
is going to be able to be vaccinated immediately. But he says it does mean 
Americans will be able to get in line beginning May 1. Biden announced an 
expansion of other efforts to speed vaccinations, including deploying an additional 
4,000 active-duty troops to support vaccination efforts and allowing more people 
— such as medical students, veterinarians and dentists — to deliver shots. He is 
also directing more doses toward some 950 community health centers and up to 
20,000 retail pharmacies, to make it easier for people to get vaccinated closer to 
their homes. Biden added that his administration is planning to launch a 
nationwide website to help people find doses, saying it would address frustrations 
so that there would be “no more searching day and night for an appointment.” 
Even as he offered optimism, Biden made clear that the July 4 timetable applied 
only to smaller gatherings, not larger ones, and requires cooperation from 
Americans to continue to wear face coverings, maintain social distancing and 
follow federal guidelines meant to slow the spread of the virus in the near term. 
He also called on them roll up their sleeves to get vaccinated as soon as they’re 
eligible. This is “not the time to not stick with the rules,” Biden said, warning of the 
potential for backsliding just as the nation is on the cusp of defeating the virus. “I 
need you, the American people,” he added. “I need you. I need every American to 
do their part.” Biden’s evening remarks were central to a pivotal week for the 
president as he addresses the defining challenge of his term: shepherding the 
nation through the twin public health and economic storms brought about by the 
virus. On Monday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released initial 
guidance for how vaccinated people can resume some normal activities. On 
Wednesday, Congress approved the president’s $1.9 trillion “American Rescue 
Plan,” aimed at easing the economic impact of the virus on tens of millions of 
people. And the nation was on pace to administer its 100 millionth dose of 
vaccine as soon as Thursday. / GOVERNMENT, ECONOMY, HEALTH: Hours 
before last night’s primetime speech, President Joe Biden signed into law a $1.9 
trillion relief package that he said will help defeat the virus, nurse the U.S. 
economy back to health, and deliver direct aid to Americans struggling to make 
ends meet. Some cash distributions could begin arriving in the bank accounts of 
Americans this weekend. Most noticeable to many Americans are provisions 
providing up to $1,400 in direct payments and extending $300 weekly emergency 
unemployment benefits into early September. Also included are expanded tax 
credits over the next year for children, childcare and family leave. The expansion 
of the child tax credit system alone provides families with up to $3,600 this year 
for each child and also expands the credit to millions of families currently making 
too little to qualify for the full benefits. And there are more than $6 billion for food 
security-related programs, more than $25 billion in emergency rental assistance, 
nearly $10 billion in emergency mortgage aid for homeowners, and extensions of 



already-expanded unemployment payments through early September. The 
legislation, for example, extends through September last year’s 15 percent 
increase in benefits offered by the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or 
“SNAP” program, commonly known as food stamps. It also provides extra funds 
to administer the expanded SNAP program and to expand access to SNAP online 
purchasing. The package also includes what amounts to the biggest expansion of 
federal help for health insurance since the Obama-era Affordable Care Act more 
than 10 years ago. Several million people could see their health insurance costs 
reduced, and there’s also an incentive for states to expand Medicaid coverage, if 
they haven’t already done so. The intent, say backers, is to help families and 
individuals survive and recover from pandemic-induced economic hardships. But 
analysts say aspects seem targeted at restructuring the country’s social safety net 
and actually lifting people out of poverty. A study by the Tax Policy Center 
concluded that the relief package would reduce federal taxes in 2021 by an 
average of $3,000 per household. Low- and moderate-income households 
(making $91,000 or less) would receive nearly 70 percent of the tax benefits, the 
study concluded. Biden had originally planned to sign the bill today, but it arrived 
at the White House more quickly than anticipated. The House gave final 
congressional approval to the sweeping package by a near party line 220-211 
vote on Wednesday, seven weeks after Biden entered the White House and four 
days after the Senate passed the bill. Republicans in both chambers opposed the 
legislation unanimously, characterizing it as bloated, crammed with liberal policies 
and heedless of signs the crises are easing. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: Lane County 
today moved from the state’s High Risk designation to the Moderate Risk 
category as our rates of COVID-19 cases and other pandemic numbers continue 
to ease. Lane County eating and drinking establishments can increase their 
indoor dining to 50 percent of capacity or 100 people, whichever is smaller. Table 
size is limited to six people indoors, eight people outdoors. Closing time remains 
11 p.m. Similar expanded limits apply to indoor gyms and fitness businesses, 
indoor pools, and indoor entertainment venues including theatres and museums. 
Indoor contact sports still are prohibited. Outdoor recreation and fitness 
businesses and outdoor entertainment establishments may increase their 
capacities to 150 people and outdoor full-contact sports will be allowed. Retail 
establishments such as grocery stores, pharmacies, shopping malls, and similar 
businesses, can increase their indoor capacity to 75 percent. Curbside pick-up 
still is encouraged. People planning events ranging from church services to 
weddings to funerals also may hold larger gatherings: religious establishments, 
funeral homes, mortuaries, and cemeteries may expand indoor services to 50 
percent of capacity or 150 people total, whichever is smaller. Outdoor gathering 
sizes may increase up to 250 people. Office workers are encouraged to continue 
working remotely, if possible. Lane County Public Health officials say the changes 
are good news for everyone but remind you to continue wearing masks in public 
and physically distancing. ; While Lane County is moving to the Moderate Risk 
category, there also is good news for residents and businesses in neighboring 
Benton County: They move from Extreme Risk to High Risk today. Linn County 
remains at Moderate Risk. But Douglas and Coos Counties remain at Extreme 
Risk because of high numbers of COVID cases and infection rates. The state 
updates county risk levels every two weeks. / HEALTH: Lane County Public 
Health was notified of 12 new COVID-19 infections yesterday and one new death. 



While that raises the county’s pandemic death toll to 133 during the past year, 
officials say new infection numbers remain lower. Even more encouraging: 
hospitalizations have fallen significantly. Here in Lane County, five local patients 
remain hospitalized. That is the lowest number since last fall. But four of the five 
remain in intensive care. County health officials say 75 local residents remain 
infectious—also the lowest total in months—but another 200-plus are under 
monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for 
COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 367 new COVID-19 
cases and 11 new deaths. More than 2,300 Oregonians have died from COVID-
related causes. But infection rates are easing: The Oregon Health Authority 
reported on Wednesday that weekly case numbers fell by 35 percent last week. 
Hospitalizations dropped by 15 percent. ; As vaccination doses continue to arrive 
in Oregon, state health officials report more than 70,000 Lane County residents 
now have received at least their initial vaccination dose and more than 37,000 of 
them are fully immunized. The Oregon Health Authority reports that more than 
788,000 residents have received at least their first dose of COVID vaccine and, of 
those, more than 445,000 have received their second or “boost” dose. / 
HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, HEALTH: Another round of rent assistance-- $4 
million in state funds—is on the way to help lower-income Oregonians. Lane 
County is accepting applications during a six-hour window next Friday, March 19, 
from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. To be eligible for rent assistance, your residence must 
be located in Lane County. You must have an active rental agreement or lease in 
your name. And you must be able to document a loss of income due to COVID-19 
or that you are at an elevated risk of COVID-19 infection and a loss of housing 
would jeopardize your health. Additionally, your household income must not 
exceed 80 percent of the Area Median Income Level. See all of the details—
including the chart outlining income levels by household size and documents 
needed to complete your application—at www.lanecounty.org/rent / CRIME: 
Police yesterday released the name of the suspect in the killing of a longtime 
caretaker at a local youth farm. Thirty-year-old David Robert Ruozi, Jr., was 
fatally shot Tuesday following a five-hour standoff in Reedsport. Springfield Police 
had been seeking Ruozi for days, with their hunt focusing on towns along the 
coast. Ruozi was wanted to the killing of 70-year-old Richard Marshall, whose 
body was discovered March 1 at the youth farm in Springfield’s Gateway area. 
Investigators say when they located Ruozi, he was armed and refused to 
cooperate with officers. Officials did not provide detail on the weapon or weapons 
they suspect had in his possession. Police say negotiations to deescalate the 
situation failed and Ruozi was pronounced dead after a shooting involving 
officers. Investigators have not yet said whether police or the suspect fired the 
fatal shot. As is standard procedure in officer-involved shootings, an outside 
agency is reviewing details of the incident. Springfield Police said yesterday none 
of their officers were involved in the shooting. One person in the vehicle was 
taken into custody before shots were fired. ; A 52-year-old Eugene man has been 
arrested in Benton County for child sex crimes. Investigators with the Benton 
County Sheriff’s Office say Todd Phillip Maranda knowingly solicited what he 
thought was a 14-year-old girl online, then took what they described as 
“substantial” steps to engage in sexual contact with the teen. Detectives say the 
investigation started late last year when they responded to an online ad they say 
was posted by Maranda. Sheriff’s investigators say that during the course of the 



conversation, Maranda offered to drive to Corvallis to meet with the child for 
sex. Detectives say Maranda was arrested as he arrived in Corvallis on 
Wednesday afternoon to pick up the child. He faces charges of Luring a Minor 
and Online Sexual Corruption of a Child. Investigators say the case is another 
reminder that predators target children for sexual purposes on social media, 
gaming, and messaging platforms. Detectives encourage parents to talk with their 
kids about the risk, use tools such as privacy settings to protect them, and keep 
an eye on their online activity. ; Eugene Police say a bystander helped an officer 
take a suspect into custody on Tuesday, by offering a quick ride in their vehicle 
when the suspect fled from a location in the 3500 block of West 11th Avenue. 
Police had called that afternoon after the suspect, identified as 26-year-old 
Andrew Joshua Berry, was told to leave a medical facility over what was 
described as “inappropriate behavior.” The officer located Berry a short distance 
away and determined the suspect had two warrants out for arrest. As Berry was 
being taken into custody he ran from the officer, who gave chase on foot. A driver 
spotted the suspect running across traffic during rush hour and gave the officer a 
lift in his truck to help him catch up with Berry two blocks away. The suspect 
continued to disregard the officer’s orders, leading to officer to use pepper spray 
while taking Berry into custody. The suspect was evaluated by medics, then taken 
to the Lane County Jail. / RACIAL JUSTICE, RACISM, COMMUNITY, HEALTH: 
Looking for an interesting walk on these sunny afternoons? Last month, 
PeaceHealth and the Eugene Marathon partnered to create four guided walks as 
part of their “Strides for Social Justice” initiative. The new app was created in 
honor of Black History Month and officially launched at the local chapter of the 
NAACP’s annual Freedom Fund Dinner. When you download the “Strides for 
Social Justice” app, you’ll see four walking routes that highlight local lives and 
landmarks. And as a bonus, if you go to PeaceHealth’s Facebook page and share 
a photo of the app on your mobile device, to get a free three-month pass for the 
PeaceHealth Rides bike-sharing service. Learn more at 
www.stridesforsocialjustice.org /  
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HEALTH: It was one year ago today that Lane County Public Health officials 
announced our first confirmed case of coronavirus infection. And they said a 
woman who had died three days earlier from an apparent heart attack was the 
first local fatality connected to COVID-19. Twelve months later, officials noted 
those grim anniversaries with a look at progress and challenges during pandemic. 
They say vaccination doses continue to arrive in Lane County although still not 
enough to meet demand. Close to 12 percent of all residents are now fully 
vaccinated and tens of thousands more have received their first dose. Many of 
those include our most vulnerable residents: Older adults, along with those in 
long-term care, group foster homes, and similar facilities. Testing, so difficult to 
secure in the early days of the pandemic because of shortages of critical 
chemicals, is now widespread and can take minutes or hours for results, rather 
than days or weeks. Treatment for COVID-19 has dramatically improved as 
medical experts learned more about the virus, how it attacks the human body, 
and how better to treat patients struggling to breathe and fight off multiple 
complications ranging from blood clots to lung and kidney damage to “brain fog,” 
as well as secondary symptoms such as loss of smell and taste. Now, 
researchers are working to understand why such symptoms persist in some 
recovered patients, referred to as “long haulers.” Many are back home but live 
with crushing fatigue, shortness of breath, and other symptoms. There is also 
concern about the newer variants of the virus, some of which appear more 
contagious and against which vaccines might not be quite as effective. County 
public health officials note we appear to be turning the corner on the pandemic 
with a slow decline in cases and deaths. But they remain concerned about the 
possibility of another surge next month should people ignore safety precautions 
during next week’s Spring Break or even during today’s St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration. ; Lane County Public Health was notified of 10 new COVID-19 
infections yesterday and two new deaths. Here in Lane County, 11 local patients 
remain hospitalized. Three are in intensive care. County health officials say 53 
local residents remain infectious. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 
267 new COVID-19 cases and 22 new deaths. The new cases put Oregon over 
160,000 infections during the pandemic. More than 2,300 Oregonians have died 
from COVID-related causes. ; As vaccination doses continue to arrive in Oregon, 



state health officials report more than 79,000 Lane County residents now have 
received at least their initial vaccination dose and more than 44,000 of them are 
fully immunized. The Oregon Health Authority reports that more than 865,000 
residents have received at least their first dose of COVID vaccine and, of those, 
more than 493,000 have received their second or “boost” dose. / EDUCATION, 
HEALTH: Lane Community College plans to offer mostly in-person classes and 
activities beginning with Fall Term. It follows similar decisions by the University of 
Oregon, Oregon State University, and Western, and others. Those institutions say 
they will continue to rely on steps such as mask-wearing and distancing to help 
keep people safe. LCC officials say they learned a lot from the challenges of the 
past year, especially the importance of remaining flexible with scheduling. As they 
move forward with plans to return to in-person instruction, they say they’ll 
continue to follow the guidelines of state and local health officials and continue to 
make decisions that prioritize the health and safety of students, employees, and 
the community. Lane officials say the goal is to be at least at 50 percent of pre-
pandemic in-person instruction and support starting with Fall Term. They hope to 
return to what they’re calling a “post-pandemic normal” level no later than Spring 
Term of 2022. Lane’s Fall 2021 classes begin September 27. / ELDERS, 
COMMUNITY, HEALTH: Willamalane, the Lane Council of Governments, and its 
Senior & Disability Services yesterday marked a milestone: more than 25,000 
meals delivered in one year of drive-through senior meal service. The program 
began after the indoor service was paused during the early days of the pandemic, 
which also led to a surge in demand. Many frail seniors were hesitant to leave 
their homes, even to purchase essentials. To keep community connection alive 
and essential services delivered, Willamalane expanded services by adapting 
existing programs and creating new ones. Instead of in-person meals at Café 60, 
the drive-thru meal pick-up contained a similar food offering for a suggested cash 
donation of $3. Also last year, officials created a book and puzzle exchange 
program to provide more activities for those staying home. The Adult Activity 
Center’s Gift Shop went virtual, continuing to give local artisans a place to sell 
handcrafted goods. FIDO Pet Food Bank distribution, foot care services, Senior 
Health Insurance Benefits Assistance (SHIBA), Low Income Energy Assistance 
(LIHEAP), and pro bono senior law services have also continued in an adapted 
capacity. In addition to Café 60 Senior Meals, Willamalane Adult Activity Center 
hosts monthly Community Breakfast open to all ages. The next breakfast is March 
19. For dates and more information on all senior services, visit 
willamalane.org/services or call 541-736-4444. / ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION, 
HEALTH: Spring Break Week is approaching. While the University of Oregon is 
urging students to stay in town, the campus police department is once again 
offering a Vacation Watch program where students may sign up to have officers 
do regular patrol checks of their off-campus homes. Students who live near 
campus can register their residences before leaving the area over the break. 
Officers also pick up any mailed packages left outside at the door of registered 
homes for safe keeping. The U-of-O’s police department began offering the free 
service in 2018, checking on hundreds of student homes every winter break and 
spring break. While the free service and its patrols do not guarantee that a 
property is protected from crime, officials say a regular police presence creates a 
deterrent and provides residents quick notification if any suspicious activity 
occurs. People leaving residences for spring are reminded to follow some basic 



safety guidelines: Secure doors and windows, close window coverings, suspend 
mail and other deliveries and, if possible, and set lights on timers. / EDUCATION: 
A controversy over former LSU head football coach Les Miles is reverberating 
across the country, including in Corvallis. It comes after a report released by 
officials at Louisiana State University revealed that officials there considered firing 
him in 2013 because of his behavior with female student workers and two young 
women who had accused Miles of inappropriate behavior. The then-LSU athletic 
director’s recommendation went to then-LSU president F. King Alexander. 
Alexander now holds the top job at Oregon State University. Today, the Oregon 
State university board of trustees will discuss the process used to hire Alexander. 
Alexander has said he regrets not taking stronger action against Miles. The board 
will also consider possible disciplinary action. / SAFETY, RECREATION, 
DISASTERS: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has determined that a large 
earthquake — which could occur during our lifetimes — could cause the spillway 
gates of Detroit Dam to buckle, resulting "in a potentially catastrophic flood." The 
Corps says it will try to minimize the danger by reducing the maximum height of 
Detroit Lake by five feet. The move comes as Oregon and the Pacific Northwest 
continue to prepare for a “Cascadia-style event,” a magnitude nine offshore 
temblor that could cause massive destruction across Western Oregon. Army 
Corps completed its seismic hazard analysis for Detroit Dam last year and found 
the risk to be higher than previously thought. Lowering the lake’s maximum level 
is a temporary solution that could limit boat ramp access for up to a month. But 
officials say it allows them to continue evaluating the seismic performance of the 
spillway and other components of the dam to determine if long-term modifications 
or changes to operations will be necessary. Detroit Dam was constructed in the 
1950s, creating the narrow, nine-mile-long Detroit Lake. The dam is getting 
immediate attention because any breach could send a surge of water racing down 
Santiam Canyon, which was devastated by a wildfire last summer. The water 
would eventually spill into the eastern edge of the Willamette Valley, home to the 
city of Salem and an area with hundreds of thousands of people. Last week, an 
earthquake early warning system, ShakeAlert, was launched in Oregon. 
Scientists at the University of Oregon had a key role in that effort. / POLICING, 
CRIME: Leaders and elected officials in Portland on Monday demanded an end to 
violence, criminal destruction and intimidation by “anarchists” that continues to 
occur in the city. For nearly nine months protesters have called for police reform 
and an end to systemic racism in Portland, which has become a key city in the 
country’s racial reckoning. While officials on Monday said many events and 
protesters are peaceful, there continues to be small groups of people smashing 
windows of businesses, threatening community members and assaulting police. 
The Oregonian and OregonLive reported the Department of Justice has paid 
more than $1.5 million to repair damage to the Hatfield Federal Courthouse. ; 
Police in Portland say they found a crowbar, hammers, bear spray and firearms 
after they corralled a group of about 100 protesters. In a news release Saturday, 
the police bureau said officers surrounded the protesters about 15 minutes after 
the march began Friday night because some began smashing windows. Portland 
has been the site of frequent protests, many involving violent clashes between 
officers and demonstrators, ever since the police killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis in May. Over the summer, there were demonstrations for more than 
100 straight days. / HEALTH: Following President Joe Biden’s direction that 



states must make the COVID-19 vaccine available to all adults by May 1, Oregon 
Gov. Kate Brown on Friday said that while that is welcome news, she will not 
change the state’s current eligibility timeline until weekly shipment allocations 
increase. Currently in Oregon, those who can receive the vaccine include health 
care workers, first responders, teachers and residents over age 65. People who 
are 45 or older with a pre-existing condition, seasonal and migrant farmworkers, 
food processors, the homeless and those affected by last summer’s wildfires are 
scheduled to become eligible on March 29. / FAMILY: Could the French bulldog 
become America’s favorite purebred pooch? After riding a rocket ship to 
popularity over the last quarter-century, Frenchies came in second only to 
Labrador retrievers — the leaders for 30 straight years — in the American Kennel 
Club’s latest rankings. They reflect the relative numbers of purebreds, mainly 
puppies, that were added last year to the oldest U.S. dog registry. Stocky and 
smush-faced, French bulldogs have their charms but also their limitations: 
“They’re not the type of dog to go hiking with you,” AKC spokesperson Brandi 
Hunter says, “but if you want a dog that’s going to snuggle up with you, be cute, 
be adaptable, minimal grooming... that’s the kind of breed for you.” After Labrador 
retrievers and French bulldogs, the top 10 breeds include German shepherds, 
golden retrievers, bulldogs, poodles, beagles, Rottweilers and German 
shorthaired pointers. Dachshunds made the top 10 for the first time since 2013. 
Prized as easygoing and can-do dogs, Labs years ago broke the record for the 
longest number-one run, and they remain most popular by a lot. More than 
98,300 Labs joined the AKC’s registry last year, compared to about 66,500 
French bulldogs. / TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: Across the United States, air 
travel is recovering more quickly from the depths of the pandemic, and it is 
showing up in longer airport security lines and busier traffic on airline websites. 
The Transportation Security Administration screened more than 1.3 million people 
both Friday and Sunday, setting a new high since the coronavirus outbreak 
devastated travel a year ago. Airlines say they believe the numbers are heading 
up, with more people booking flights for spring and summer. However, the airlines 
still have far to go before travel fully returns to pre-pandemic levels. The number 
of people passing through airport checkpoints has topped 1 million for four 
straight days and the 7-day rolling average is the highest in the pandemic era. But 
air traffic is still down more than 50% in March compared with the same period in 
2019. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: It's been a year since the pandemic hit — and 
most of the nation's schoolchildren had to move from classrooms to home for their 
education. That required students to have internet access — but not everyone 
has been able to make that transition. There are still millions of students lacking 
internet access, either because of financial problems or logistics. The new 
COVID-19 relief measure will provide more money for schools to provide internet 
service — and ways to make getting online more affordable. The $1.9 trillion 
measure signed by President Biden last week contains $7 billion for distance 
learning. Much of that money is aimed at closing the digital divide that causes 
students in many areas to miss out on the full benefit of online education. /  
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GOVERNMENT, FINANCES: Once again this year, you’re getting extra time to 
prepare your taxes. The Internal Revenue Service is delaying the traditional tax 
filing deadline from April 15 until May 17. The IRS announced the decision 
yesterday and said it would provide further details in the coming days. The 
Oregon Department of Revenue made a similar announcement a few hours later. 
The move provides more breathing room for taxpayers and the agency alike to 
cope with changes triggered by the pandemic. If you owe money, the IRS and 
Oregon Department of Revenue say individual taxpayers will not face any further 
penalties or interest if you pay by May 17. The new deadline also applies to 
individuals who pay self-employment taxes. Those who need more time beyond 
May 17 can request an extension until October 15. But you’ll still have to pay any 
estimated taxes due by May 17 to avoid incurring interest and penalties. But the 
new deadline does not apply to estimated tax payments that are due on April 15; 
those remain due by that day. The decision to extend the deadline comes after an 
intense year for the chronically underfunded IRS. The pandemic hit in the middle 
of last year’s tax filing season, setting the agency back in terms of processing. 
The IRS has also been a key player in distributing government relief payments 
and is currently helping to send out the third round of payments in the middle of 
the current tax filing season. Additionally, the extension gives the IRS time to 
issue guidance on recent tax law changes. Among the biggest: Those included in 
the recently passed American Rescue Plan, which excludes the first $10,200 of 
unemployment benefits from federal taxes for those making less than $150,000. 
That was a big change right in the middle of tax-filing season. And it means the 
IRS must issue guidance for taxpayers and tax preparers alike because millions 
of returns are already filed and do not account for the change. That said, the IRS 
continues to urge people to file as soon as possible, particularly those who are 
owed refunds. In some cases, filing will help taxpayers more quickly get any 
remaining relief payments they are entitled to. ; A reminder from the Oregon 
Department of Revenue: Oregon businesses with commercial activity in excess of 
$1 million in 2020 must file a Corporate Activity Tax or CAT return by April 15. 
Taxpayers with over $1 million in commercial activity but less than $1 million in 
taxable commercial activity must file a return, but do not have to pay tax. The 
CAT was created by the Oregon Legislature in 2019 to raise funding for 



education. The tax is $250 plus slightly more than one-half of one percent (0.57 
percent) of commercial activity greater than $1 million, after subtractions. The 
Department of Revenue honored good-faith efforts to comply with the CAT by 
businesses negatively affected by the pandemic in 2020. Penalties will not be 
assessed for underestimated quarterly payments or for not making a quarterly 
payment for the Corporate Activity Tax, if businesses did not have the financial 
ability to make the estimated payment. However, payment of 2020 CAT liability is 
due in full April 15. Businesses can, with good cause, seek an extension to file. 
An extension to file is not an extension to pay tax owed. The Oregon Department 
of Revenue has also shared training videos and other resources on its CAT 
webpage. Revenue reminds business owners that once they have more than 
$750,000 in commercial activity in 2021, they have 30 days to register for the 
Corporate Activity Tax. Registration for CAT is a one-time requirement, and 
businesses that registered in 2020 do not have to register again. The CAT topped 
more than 20,000 registrations in its first year. That number continues to grow as 
new businesses begin to reach the $750,000 threshold in 2021. Through 
Tuesday, 22,095 businesses had registered for the CAT. / HEALTH: All Oregon 
residents ages 16 and older will be eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine 
beginning May 1. That's according to state health officials. Last week, President 
Joe Biden pledged to make all adults eligible for vaccines by May 1. But on 
Friday, Oregon Governor Kate Brown said she wanted to wait to confirm enough 
vaccine doses were available before changing the state’s eligibility schedule. 
Since then, Oregon officials said they have received an order, from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, that directs vaccination sites to make 
the eligibility change. State health officials told Oregon Public Broadcasting they 
will comply with the federal request. The governor’s spokesman say state leaders 
are following up with their federal counterparts to learn when they can expect to 
see increased vaccine shipments. Currently, Oregonians eligible to receive 
COVID-19 vaccinations include health care workers, first responders, teachers 
and residents ages 65 and older. People who are 45 or older with a pre-existing 
condition, seasonal and migrant farmworkers, food processors, the homeless and 
those affected by last summer’s wildfires become eligible on March 29. Essential 
workers and people with underlying conditions between the ages of 16 and 45 
were scheduled to become eligible May 1. ; Yesterday, Oregon hit a new 
milestone for vaccination doses: State officials say 877,000 Oregonians have 
received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine and, of those, more than 
half-a-million people are now fully immunized. In Lane County, more than 80,000 
residents have received at least one dose and more than 45,000 now are fully 
immunized. But the pandemic continues. Lane County Public Health was notified 
of 16 new COVID-19 infections yesterday and one new death. Ten local patients 
remain hospitalized. Three are in intensive care. County health officials say 59 
residents remain infectious. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 239 
new COVID-19 cases and three new deaths—including the one in Lane County. 
The new cases put Oregon at more than 160,000 infections during the pandemic. 
Officials say 2,349 Oregonians have died from COVID-related causes. ; The 
Oregon Health Authority’s COVID-19 Weekly Report, released today, shows 
increased daily cases and declines in hospitalizations and deaths from the 
previous week. OHA reported 2,272 new daily cases of COVID-19 during the 
week of Monday, March 8 through Sunday, March 14. That represents a 31 



percent increase from the previous week. New COVID-19 related hospitalizations 
dropped to 130, down from 139 last week. Reported COVID-19 related deaths 
dropped to 26, down from 86 last week. People 70 years of age and older have 
accounted for 40 percent of COVID-19 related hospitalizations and 77 percent of 
COVID-19 related deaths. / HEALTH, SPORTS: Some more good news as 
Oregonians work to turn the corner on the pandemic: Oregon counties have new 
outdoor capacity limits for outdoor recreation and fitness, sporting events, and 
other outdoor entertainment. Governor Kate Brown says counties like Lane 
County, which are at Moderate Risk, may welcome fans and audience members 
to outdoor events at 25 percent of their usual capacity. That’s good news for 
sports teams including the Eugene Emeralds, as well as youth, high school and 
collegiate outdoor sports, including the University of Oregon. Counties at High 
Risk are limited to 15 percent of capacity. So, for now, that would be the limit for 
Oregon State University’s outdoor sports events. Counties at Extreme Risk may 
only have 50 people on-hand. / VETERANS, MILITARY: A treasured ship’s bell 
from a World War II-era Navy vessel is back with its rightful owner after an 
anonymous tip and efforts by the Springfield Police, Springfield Public Works, and 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office. The ship’s bell, from the U.S.S. Kermit Roosevelt, 
was reported stolen by a resident. Their property had burned to the ground during 
September’s Holiday Farm Fire, but the large and very heavy bell had survived 
the blaze. It had been obtained through proper channels by its owner, who had 
been a serviceman during the ship’s decommissioning. After months of 
investigation, an anonymous tip gave officials a lead that led to the bell’s 
recovery. However, the case is still being actively investigated. Anyone with 
information is asked to contact the Lane County Sheriff's Office. The number is 
541-682-4150. / EDUCATION, GENDER ISSUES: Oregon State University 
President F. King Alexander is on probation through June 1 after a split vote 
yesterday by the OSU Board of Trustees. The panel found Alexander tolerated a 
culture of sexual misconduct and harassment while president of Louisiana State 
University. The Oregonian and OregonLive report the trustees also voted to 
commission an independent review of Alexander’s tenure at Louisiana State 
University that would look specifically at the accuracy of a report that was highly 
critical of Alexander’s actions there. After the vote, Alexander told the trustees he 
would prepare an action plan to repair relationships on campus as they 
requested. Scrutiny of Alexander began last November after USA Today 
published a scathing investigative piece about rampant sexual harassment and 
misconduct within LSU’s football program. An outside law firm hired by LSU to 
look into the charges issued an equally scathing report, which the university 
released to the public early this month. The so-called Husch Blackwell report 
claims Alexander refused to fire LSU’s powerful head football coach, Les Miles, 
even after he learned that LSU athletic officials considered firing Miles in 2013 
because of his behavior with female student workers and two young women who 
had accused Miles of inappropriate behavior. During testimony, Alexander said 
repeatedly that the accusations against him were false. Alexander insisted he 
established a meaningful Title IX program at LSU and formed a presidential 
commission to further explore how to protect women on campus. But Alexander 
acknowledged he delegated oversight of the office to others and that it was 
underfunded. Contrasting with Alexander’s defense, the trustees heard a string of 
critiques from students, faculty and employees at Wednesday’s meeting. Many of 



the speakers pleaded with the trustees to fire Alexander during public testimony. 
OSU began talks with Alexander months before the critical report was released to 
the public. Still, trustees expressed frustration they didn’t know more about the 
sexual misconduct issue at LSU, which dates back to 2012. Alexander started as 
LSU in 2013. / RECREATION, HEALTH: You've been waiting. But you won't need 
to wait much longer. The popular campground at Washburne State Park along the 
Central Oregon Coast reopens April 5 after being closed for over a year due to 
revenue shortfalls and reduced staffing associated during the pandemic. Oregon 
State Parks officials say you’ll be able to reserve campsites and yurts up to six 
months in advance starting at 6 a.m. on Monday, March 22, for all stays 
beginning April 5 and beyond. Reserve America is handling reservations, which 
may be booked either through the Oregon State Parks or Reserve America 
websites. The move to reservations is a significant change: Washburne 
Campground has long been first-come, first-served. But upgraded internet service 
for park managers mean it’s easier to handle check-ins for those booking stays in 
advance. Located north of Florence and Heceta Head, in the Siuslaw National 
Forest, Washburne has 55 spacious, shaded campsites with electrical and water 
hookups, as well as two yurts and seven secluded tent sites. And while the main 
campground and yurts become reservable starting Monday, the hiker-biker camp 
will remain closed until the pandemic eases because those sites do not have 
enough space to allow for physical distancing. Learn more about Washburne 
State Park at https://stateparks.oregon.gov/index.cfm?do=park.profile&parkId=85 
The final first-come, first-served coastal campground, Loeb State Park near 
Brookings, will reopen later this spring and also will join the reservation system. / 
WILDFIRE RECOVERY, COMMUNITY, RECREATION: The mayor of Detroit, 
Oregon, is worried that a plan to lower the risk of a large earthquake causing the 
nearby dam to fail will hurt its tourist industry. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
which has determined that a large earthquake could cause the spillway gates of 
the Detroit Dam to buckle, resulting in massive flooding, has announced it will try 
to minimize the danger by reducing the maximum height of the lake by five feet 
starting in April. The nearby town of Detroit was heavily damaged by a wildfire last 
year. It depends on visitors coming to enjoy the lake to help revive the economy. 
The mitigation measure could affect boat ramp access to the lake. "Unfortunately, 
five feet is huge for us," Detroit Mayor Jim Trett told the Salem Statesman 
Journal. "We're disappointed. This is a critical year for us to get people back up 
here." Impacts on boat ramps will depend on weather conditions, with availability 
likely reduced by less than one week in some years to up to 20 days in others, the 
Corps said. One ramp could possibly be out of commission for up to a month. 
"The availability of marinas and boat ramps located in the higher portions of the 
reservoir will be reduced by zero to 19 days," said Corps spokesman Edward 
"Tom" Conning. "In 50 percent of years modeled, boat ramp availability for seven 
of the nine boat ramps are likely to be reduced by less than one week." The 
Corps said it continues to evaluate the seismic performance of the spillway and 
other components of the dam to determine if long-term modifications or changes 
to operations will be necessary. / AGRICULTURE: Scientists in the U.S. and 
Canada are opening new fronts in the war against so-called “murder hornets” as 
the giant insects begin establishing nests this spring. The scientists said 
Wednesday that the battle to prevent the apex predators from establishing a 
foothold in North America is being fought mostly in Whatcom County, 



Washington, and the nearby Fraser Valley of British Columbia, where the hornets 
have been spotted in recent years. The Asian giant hornet poses threats to 
valuable bee populations needed to pollinate crops and to other insects. Experts 
plan to set thousands of traps this spring to capture queens that are trying to 
establish nests and say both government agencies and private citizens will take 
part in the effort. Hundreds of the hornets were killed when the nest in Whatcom 
County was destroyed last October, and only a handful of the hornets were 
spotted in British Columbia last year. Asian giant hornets, an invasive pest not 
native to the U.S., are the world’s largest hornet and a predator of honeybees and 
other insects. A small group of Asian giant hornets can kill an entire honeybee 
hive in a matter of hours. Asian giant hornets can deliver painful stings to people 
and spit venom. Despite their nickname and the hype that has stirred fears, the 
world’s largest hornets kill at most a few dozen people a year in Asian countries, if 
that. Hornets, wasps and bees typically found in the United States kill an average 
of 62 people a year, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. / GOVERNMENT, ECONOMY, HEALTH: The Treasury Department 
has sent out 90 million economic impact payments totaling $242 billion since 
President Joe Biden signed a $1.9 trillion pandemic relief plan last week. Most of 
those payments were made by the IRS as direct deposits — which officials say 
recipients start seeing in their bank accounts last weekend. Meanwhile, Treasury 
has mailed out roughly 150,000 checks worth about $442 million. Processing of 
the payments began last Friday, the day after Biden signed the American Rescue 
Plan, which authorized direct payments of up to $1,400 to qualifying individuals. 
Treasury said the first batch of payments went to eligible taxpayers who provided 
direct-deposit information on their 2019 or 2020 tax returns. Included were people 
who don’t typically file a return but who used a non-filers tool at IRS.gov last year 
to be included in two earlier rounds of COVID-19 relief payments. Officials said 
additional batches of payments will be sent in coming weeks by direct deposit and 
through the mail as a check or debit card. / HEALTH, EDUCATION, 
GOVERNMENT: The Biden administration is sending $10 billion to states to 
expand COVID-19 testing in schools, as part of its push to get more schools open 
five days a week before the end of the school year. The funding is meant to help 
schools test symptomatic and exposed individuals, as well as establish screening 
testing for students, teachers and staff members to identify asymptomatic 
individuals in the community. The Department of Health and Human Services is 
announcing the spending Wednesday, funded by the newly passed $1.9 trillion 
virus relief bill. /  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
03/19/21 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

SPORTS: Sheldon hosts Willamette this evening at 6:30 p.m. as the delayed Fall 
prep football season continues. It’s a big event for the Fighting Irish, who were 
forced to pause their activities after a case of COVID-19 in the program. Among 
the other local games this evening: Thurston is at Springfield; Churchill visits 
North Eugene in Class 5A. Siuslaw is at Harrisburg; Pleasant Hill hosts Junction 
City in Class 3A. Creswell visits Central Linn; Reedsport is at Lowell in Class 2A. 
(Note: These are selected games in our area. Many other local teams are on the 
road). ; March Madness begins today for the Oregon State Men’s Basketball team 
and tomorrow for the Oregon Men. The NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament is 
being played in a competitive “bubble” at sites in or near Indianapolis. The 
Oregon State Beavers—who won the Pac-12 Tournament—take on Tennessee 
today at 1:30 p.m. The game is being broadcast on TNT. ; The Oregon Ducks 
meet VCU (Virginia Commonwealth) on Saturday. That game tips off just before 7 
p.m.—the schedule lists it as 6:57 p.m. It is being broadcast on TNT. ; The NCAA 
Women’s Basketball Tournament is taking place in a competitive “bubble” at sites 
in and around San Antonio, Texas. ; The Oregon State Beavs meet Florida State 
Sunday at 4:30 p.m. The game will be broadcast on ESPN2. ; The Oregon Ducks 
take on South Dakota Monday at 7 p.m. The game will be broadcast on ESPN2. 
Oregon freshman point guard Te-Hina Paopao (tuh-HEE’-nuh POW’-pow) is still 
sidelined with an injury and will not be available for the start of the tournament but 
has a chance to return if the Ducks can make a deep tournament run without her. 
/ SPORTS, WOMEN: With all the stops, starts and pauses across women’s 
basketball, this has been a season of survive and advance just to reach the 
NCAA Tournament. Each of the 64 teams in this year's tourney and the four on 
stand-by have been affected by COVID-19 in one way or another. The luckiest 
teams were merely inconvenienced by a game being canceled or rescheduled 
due to an opponent's positive test results or tracing issues. Duke, Virginia and 
Vanderbilt were among the teams that decided to end their seasons and stop 
trying to play through the pandemic. But the journey is not over, and teams 
recognize their dreams can still be derailed by the virus. ; The teams had barely 
landed in Texas when complaints of inequity between the women’s and men’s 
tournaments roared over social media posts noting the women’s weight training 
facilities in San Antonio were severely lacking compared to what the men have in 
Indianapolis. Several top former college and current WNBA players quickly 



tweeted support for the women and criticism of the NCAA. Holzman said the 
NCAA would try to quickly improve the equipment available at the women’s 
tournament. / ENVIRONMENT, WILDLIFE: An estimated 25,000 Gray whales are 
expected to swim past Oregon’s shores over the next several weeks, part of their 
annual migration north from the warm calving lagoons near Baja, Mexico, to the 
waters off Alaska. During peak times, roughly 30 whales pass per hour. The 
Spring Whale Watch looks a bit different this year. Because of the pandemic, 
there will be no volunteers staffing whale-watching stations at dozens of spots 
along the coast. But don't let that discourage you! There's plenty of good viewing: 
Go to the Oregon State Park’s website and search for Whale Watching to find a 
list of locations. All are on higher viewpoints above and away from any wave 
action and possible sneaker waves. The website also includes details on whale 
migration and offers viewing tips. If a location is too crowded, coordinators 
suggest you go to another spot. Remember to wear face coverings and maintain 
proper physical distancing from visitors who are not in your group. Check out the 
Whale Watching page at whalespoken.org – a play on the longtime phrase at 
popular viewpoints: “Whale Watching Spoken Here.” / EMPLOYMENT: Officials 
with the Employment Department say most people who are receiving expanded 
benefits through the new coronavirus relief package will not experience any delay 
in payments as those programs go into effect. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report that includes most contract workers receiving benefits through the 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program and others getting extended 
benefits through the Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation 
program. Jobless Oregonians also should continue receiving a $300 weekly 
unemployment bonus that Congress extended last week without interruption. 
However, Employment Department Interim Director David Gerstenfeld warned 
that some people who had used up all of their benefits under those programs 
before Congress extended them last week might have their payments interrupted 
while the employment department adapts its computers to the federal changes. 
During the past year, Oregon has paid $8.1 (b)billion in jobless benefits. In the 
early going, many unemployed people have had to wait weeks or months for their 
money. Thousands of Oregonians who are working to resolve outstanding claims 
say they continue to struggle to get through on the department’s phone lines to 
seek information about jobless benefits. Instead of calling, the department 
recommends going online to https://unemployment.oregon.gov/ and using the 
“Contact Us” form to submit questions about pending claims. Like many other 
employment departments across the U.S., Oregon’s relies on an obsolete 
computer system that was quickly overwhelmed when people swamped the 
system with jobless claims in March of last year. Oregon is in the process of 
replacing those computers, which date to the 1990s. But the project has been 
stalled several times of the past 12 years. Gerstenfeld said on Wednesday the 
department is within a “couple of weeks” of finalizing contract language with a 
vendor who will update the system. The project, which could cost $123 million, is 
expected to be complete in 2025. / HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, HEALTH: Another 
round of rent assistance-- $4 million in state funds—is on the way to help lower-
income Oregonians. But you’ll need to apply quickly: Lane County only is 
accepting applications during a six-hour window today, from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. To be eligible for rent assistance, your residence must be located in Lane 
County. You must have an active rental agreement or lease in your name. And 



you must be able to document a loss of income due to COVID-19 or that you are 
at an elevated risk of COVID-19 infection and a loss of housing would jeopardize 
your health. Additionally, your household income must not exceed 80 percent of 
the Area Median Income Level. See all of the details—including the chart outlining 
income levels by household size and documents needed to complete your 
application—at www.lanecounty.org/rent / HEALTH: Another round of mass-
vaccination clinics take place in Lane County this weekend as the push continues 
to protect residents from COVID-19. Lane County Public Health says the slow 
increase in vaccine dose allotments from the federal government and the state is 
allowing coordinators to open a third major vaccination site in the Autzen Stadium 
parking lot. That’s in addition to two other longtime locations at the Lane Events 
Center and the main campus of Lane Community College. All county mass-
vaccination sites are appointment-only and are scheduled in 15-minute blocks. 
Officials urge you to arrive at your scheduled time—not earlier—to reduce traffic 
congestion at the drive-through clinics. This week, the county received an 
allotment of close to 12,000 “primary” doses for those receiving their first 
vaccination. Another 10,000-plus doses are reserved for those receiving their 
second or “booster” vaccinations. You’re considered fully immunized a few weeks 
after you’ve received your second dose. In Lane County, more than 84,000 
residents have received at least their first vaccination dose and, of those, more 
than 47,000 are fully vaccinated. While that’s only about 25 percent of the 
county’s adult population, it accounts for close to two-thirds of those who are 
already eligible. A network of local pharmacies and health-care providers also are 
continuing to provide vaccination doses as they receive limited allotments. New 
this week: Lane County’s “Café 60”—operated by Senior & Disability Services—is 
offering a by-appointment pop-up clinic to its members, who are older adults. ; 
Were you one of those Lane County residents who was a bit surprised to receive 
an email this week with what looked like an invitation to schedule an appointment 
for a COVID-19 vaccination—but quickly realized you’re not yet eligible? Turns 
out a lot of people who preregistered during the past couple of months with Lane 
County Public Health received those emails. Officials explained yesterday, saying 
they are trying to ensure they did not miss anyone in the Phase 1A groups who 
have still not received their initial dose and wish to do so. They sent out the email 
to many of us on their preregistration list in hopes of reaching those people. If you 
don't qualify as someone in Phase 1A, fear not: Many more doses will be arriving 
in the coming weeks and months. Essential workers are among those who 
become eligible on March 29. All adults ages 16 and older become eligible 
starting May 1. Still not preregistered with Lane County? Go to 
www.lanecountyor.gov/covidvaccine to sign up. Want to know more about our 
local vaccination clinics or need assistance completing or updating your 
preregistration? Go to www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics ; Is Lane County poised to 
shed more COVID-19 restrictions on businesses and public gatherings? Officials 
think so, but they say it all hinges on our ability to continue taking the precautions 
that are slowing the spread of COVID-19 infections and deaths. Public Health 
officials said yesterday that Lane County is on track to move from the Moderate 
Risk county category to Low Risk at the end of next week. We’ll learn on Tuesday 
or Wednesday whether it’s happening. If it does, it would mean greater indoor 
capacity for eating and drinking establishments, indoor fitness and entertainment 
venues, retail establishments, and outdoor gatherings. ; But the pandemic 



continues. Lane County Public Health yesterday was notified of 12 new cases 
and one new death—a man in his late 70s who was tested positive last Friday 
and died the same day. Nine local patients remain hospitalized. Three are in 
intensive care. County health officials say 61 residents remain infectious. The 
Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 393 new COVID-19 cases and four 
new deaths—including the one in Lane County. The new cases put Oregon at 
more than 160,600 infections during the pandemic. Officials say 2,353 
Oregonians have died from COVID-related causes. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: It is 
the end of an era for independent movie houses in Eugene. The Register-Guard 
is reporting that the Bijou Art Cinemas on East 13th Avenue has closed its doors 
permanently. It comes after being closed for the past year during the pandemic. 
The property manager for the building which housed the 6,000 square-foot space, 
says he is working to find a new tenant. The building, constructed in 1925, first 
opened as Eugene’s First Congregational Church. In the 1950s, it became a 
mortuary. The building was remodeled in 1981 and opened as the Bijou Art 
Cinemas, specializing in foreign films, independent films, and classic films. / 
HEALTH, POLITICS: The Oregon Senate has approved a resolution that would 
ask voters to decide whether the state is obligated to ensure that every resident 
has access to affordable health care as a fundamental human right. The 
resolution, whose aim is to amend the state Constitution, was approved along 
party lines, with Democratic senators in favor and Republicans opposed. It next 
goes to the House in the Democrat-controlled Legislature. A similar effort in 2018 
was approved by the House but it died in committee in the Senate. If it had been 
put on the ballot and approved by voters, it would have been the first 
constitutional amendment in any state to create a fundamental right to healthcare. 
/ RACISM, CRIME, POLICING: Flags are flying at half-staff today outside public 
institutions across the U.S. to honor the victims of this week’s shootings in 
Atlanta. A white gunman killed eight people, most of them women of Asian 
descent, at three Atlanta-area massage businesses. Investigators are working to 
determine whether the attacks were racially motivated. It comes after a year of 
escalating violence against Asian-Americans and people of Asian descent across 
the country, as well as businesses and homes. In many instances, attackers 
wrongly blamed the victims for the spread of COVID-19, which originated in 
China. Leaders with the Eugene Police Department yesterday released a 
statement saying they are greatly saddened by the Atlanta attacks and the rise of 
anti-Asian bias incidents around the country. They acknowledged the incidents 
have created fear in our own community. Police say there is zero tolerance here 
for hate crimes and that investigators act on any reports they receive. Members of 
the Special Investigations Unit part of a federal law enforcement effort to uncover 
and counter any threats to our area. Eugene Police say they have not seen any 
threat to our Asian-American community to date nor have they received any 
reports this year of bias crimes against people of Asian descent this year. You 
may report hate crimes online with Eugene Police, call 9-1-1 if it’s an emergency, 
or call the Eugene Police non-emergency line to report other incidents. Dial 541-
682-5111. If it is an immediate life and safety or property concern, please call 911 
and we will respond. / RACIAL JUSTICE, HEALTH: Looking for an interesting 
walk on these sunny afternoons? Last month, PeaceHealth and the Eugene 
Marathon partnered to create four guided walks as part of their “Strides for Social 
Justice” initiative. The new app was created in honor of Black History Month and 



officially launched at the local chapter of the NAACP’s annual Freedom Fund 
Dinner. When you download the “Strides for Social Justice” app, you’ll see four 
walking routes that highlight local lives and landmarks. We visited locations 
ranging from the historic Mims Houses on Skinner Butte to the neighborhood off 
Sam Reynolds Street, where some members of the local Black community moved 
after their home were demolished to make way for the expanded Ferry Street 
Bridge. There are murals in West Eugene and South Eugene, and sites in the 
historic Masonic Cemetery. Plus, there are fitness exercises you can incorporate 
into your stop. They’re illustrated with photos and short videos. And as a bonus, if 
you go to PeaceHealth’s Facebook page and share a photo of the app on your 
mobile device, to get a free three-month pass for the PeaceHealth Rides bike-
sharing service. Learn more at www.stridesforsocialjustice.org / BUSINESS: 
Facebook is growing its footprint in Oregon, announcing that it will expand its data 
center in Prineville — already the social media giant’s largest in the United States. 
The move coincides with the company nearing completion of bringing a fiber-optic 
cable ashore in Tierra del Mar, Oregon. It will link multiple U.S. locations, 
including Facebook’s huge data center in Prineville, with Japan and the 
Philippines. Spokeswoman Amy Hunter said Facebook needs to expand its global 
infrastructure because of the growth in use of its apps and services. Facebook 
said it will be expanding its site in Prineville by 900,000 square feet by adding two 
new buildings. The expansion will cover more ground than 15 football fields. / 
AGRICULTURE: Do cows like hemp? Oregon State University is receiving a big 
federal grant to find out. Specifically, the U.S. Department of Agriculture grant will 
determine whether cattle feed could include hemp biomass—the leftover stuff 
once hemp is processed. Cows and calves are a big portion of Oregon’s 
agriculture sector and hemp is a fast-growing one. Farmers and ranchers are 
always on the lookout for affordable, nutritious feed for their herds. Hemp farmers 
are on the lookout for uses for the biomass from their crops. Hemp advocates say 
the crop’s nutritional and medicinal properties are useful not just for promoting 
human health but animal health. / ENVIRONMENT: Government forecasters say 
the spring in the United States looks like it will be dry and warm with little flooding. 
Thursday's spring outlook is bad news for the West, which has been under a 
megadrought for more than 20 years. About two-thirds of the country is now 
abnormally dry or under drought conditions. Forecasters say that's only going to 
get worse. They expect water use cutbacks, dangerous wildfires, low reservoir 
levels and damage to wheat crops. Forecasters expect nearly the entire country 
to be warmer than normal for the next three months, and that worsens drought. / 
HEALTH, EDUCATION: U.S. health officials are relaxing social distancing 
recommendations for schools, saying students can sit as close as 3 feet apart in 
classrooms. The CDC guidelines signal the agency’s turn away from the 6-foot 
distancing recommendation. The new guidelines advise at least 3 feet of space 
between desks in elementary schools, even in towns and cities where community 
spread is high, so long as students and teachers wear masks and take other 
precautions. It recommends 3 feet in middle and high schools, so long as there’s 
not a high level of spread in the community. If there is, spacing should be at least 
6 feet. The CDC says 6 feet should still be maintained in common areas, such as 
school lobbies, and when masks can’t be worn, such as when eating. /  
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SPORTS: In women’s college basketball: March Madness continues today for the 
Oregon Women’s Basketball team. The No. 6-seeded Ducks take on No. 3 seed 
Georgia. The game is being televised at noon on ESPN2. A win would give 
Oregon its fourth straight “Sweet 16” appearance. The Women’s tournament is 
taking place in a competitive “bubble” at sites in and around San Antonio, Texas. ; 
The Oregon State Women’s Basketball team lost to top seed South Carolina 
yesterday, 59-42. That ended the Beavs’ tournament run. South Carolina, the 
2017 National Champion, advances to the “Sweet 16.” ; The NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Tournament moves into the “Sweet 16” round on Friday and Saturday: 
The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team meets Loyola Chicago in the “Sweet 
16” on Saturday morning. The game is being televised at 11:40 a.m. on CBS. The 
Beavs defeated Oklahoma State to advance in the tournament. ; The Oregon 
Men’s Basketball team meets Pac-12 rival USC on Sunday in the “Sweet 16.” The 
game is being televised at 6:45 p.m. on TBS. The No. 7-seed Ducks knocked off 
No. 2-seed Iowa to advance in the tournament. The NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament is being played in a competitive “bubble” at sites in or near 
Indianapolis. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, COMMUNITY: Want to give a quick 
shout-out to all of the people who are donating their time during Spring Break to 
assist people who lost their homes during September’s wildfire up the McKenzie. 
The effort is called “Sheds of Hope” and it’s sponsored by One Hope Lane 
County, a coalition of faith-based ministries, youth ministries, Bushnell University 
students, community members, and others. They are building sheds that are 
being given to individuals and families who lost their homes in the Holiday Farm 
Fire. The sheds will serve as safe places for tools and belonging while residents 
re-establish their homes.  The sheds are built in town, then transported in 
sections up the McKenzie Valley for easy assembly. / HEALTH: Good news for 
Lane County residents and businesses: Those COVID-19 precautions are paying 
off. On Friday, the county will move from the Moderate Risk county category to 
Low Risk. That means an increase up to 50 percent or indoor capacity at eating 
and drinking establishments, with outdoor dining able to accommodate up to 300 
people in individual dining pods. Indoor fitness and entertainment venues also 
may increase their maximum capacity to 50 percent. But indoor full-contact sports 
remain prohibited. Outdoor recreation and fitness establishments also may 



increase to 50 percent capacity and outdoor full-contact sports are allowed. Retail 
stores and indoor and outdoor shopping malls may increase their capacity to 75 
percent, although curbside pickup still is encouraged. For those planning 
weddings or long-delayed funerals or memorials, good news for faith-based 
institutions, funeral homes, mortuaries and cemeteries: They may increase their 
indoor capacities to 75 percent of maximum occupancy and their outdoor 
capacities to up to 300 people. It’s a step closer to normal. But public health 
officials say wearing protective masks and physically distancing from those 
outside your household remain critical. They also remain concerned about a 
possible increase in cases next month coming off of Spring Break week. ; Good 
news for Douglas County businesses and residents: Douglas County is moving 
from Extreme Risk to High Risk on Friday. That allows limited indoor dining, 
fitness, and entertainment activities. But Coos County remains at Extreme Risk 
with the restrictions that accompany that designation. Benton County remains at 
the High Risk level for another two weeks. Linn County stays at Moderate Risk. ; 
Lane County Public Health has rolled out a new system for scheduling 
vaccination appointments. Rather than preregistering and waiting for the county to 
send you an email when you’re eligible, you’re be able to go to the county’s 
scheduling webpage and set up an appointment once you’re eligible. The new 
system is designed to accommodate the flood of residents who become eligible 
for vaccination on May 1 under the state’s accelerated timelines. Now, when 
you’re eligible, you may go to Lane County’s website and click on the county’s 
COVID-19 information page. Scroll down to the link that allows you to schedule 
your vaccination. The web address is www.LaneCounty.org/vaxclinics The 
scheduling page outlines who is eligible for vaccination and, if you qualify, allows 
you to fill out a registration form online and schedule your appointment. But 
remember: Vaccine dose supplies remain limited, so when you log onto schedule 
a vaccine appointment, clinics might not yet have time slots available. County 
officials urge you to be patient and keep checking the website if you cannot 
schedule a dose on your first try. You may also book appointments with 
participating local pharmacies. On Monday, Lane County expanded its eligibility to 
people between the ages of 45 to 64 who have underlying health conditions. The 
expansion also included migrant and seasonal farm workers, seafood and 
agricultural workers, and food processing workers. Eligibility also expanded to 
include people living in low-income senior housing, senior congregate and 
independent living situations; unhoused people; those displaced by the 2020 
wildfires; wildland firefighters, and people over the age of 16 who are pregnant. 
But while Lane County is expecting an increase in doses to meet demand, there 
was no boost in allotments this week. And a reminder: If you’ve already 
preregistered, you no longer need to wait for an email invitation. You may go 
directly to the new webpage and use it to schedule your vaccination dose. 
Officials say they remain committed to completing vaccinations of those in the 65-
plus age group and those in Phase 1A. The county will continue to reserve doses 
for member of those groups, while offering doses to those who are newly eligible 
as allotments increase. ; More than 93,000 Lane County residents have received 
at least their first vaccination dose and, of those, more than 53,000 are fully 
vaccinated. Lane County Public Health officials said yesterday that includes 
roughly 70 percent of those ages 65 and older. Lane County Public Health 
yesterday was notified of 16 new cases but no new deaths. And eight local 



patients remain hospitalized, none are being treated in the intensive-care unit. 
County health officials say 72 residents remain infectious. The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 316 new COVID-19 cases and two new deaths. The 
new cases put Oregon at more than 162,000 infections during the pandemic. 
Officials say 2,367 Oregonians have died from COVID-related causes. / 
EDUCATION: The search will begin anew for the top job at OSU. Members of 
Oregon State University’s Board of Trustees yesterday unanimously accepted the 
resignation of university president F. King Alexander, concluding he was unable 
to rebuild trust at the school because of his role in the mishandling of sexual 
misconduct cases during his previous tenure at Louisiana State University. The 
OSU Board of Trustees had placed Alexander on probation last week, but on 
Sunday received his offer to resign, effective April 1. The president came to 
Oregon State last summer, before the mishandling of the misconduct charges at 
LSU were brought to light. OSU Board chair Rani Borkar said the outpouring of 
comments since the probation decision from students, alumni and people who 
have alleged sexual misconduct led the board to realize “that rebuilding trust is no 
longer possible.” Alexander will be on administrative leave until his departure from 
Oregon State. He offered an apology to survivors of sexual abuse, saying he 
offered his resignation to allow everyone to move on, adding that students have 
and always will be his top priority. The board agreed to a severance package that 
will pay Alexander $630,000 and an additional $40,000 in relocation fees. An 
investigation into LSU’s response to the misconduct cases—a number in the 
school’s athletic department—found system-wide flaws in LSU’s reaction to 
allegations during Alexander’s tenure there from 2013-19. Alexander told the 
board last week he was never interviewed by the law firm that did the 
investigation. But in an extraordinary move, the chair of LSU’s board sent a letter 
to his counterpart on the OSU Board on Monday, saying Alexander denied 
requests to be interviewed and only would respond to questions in writing. The 
LSU board chair Robert Dampf said Alexander’s testimony last week to Oregon 
State’s trustees left him “beyond offended by … arrogant and condescending 
comments about Louisiana’s culture, our state and our university.” In 2013, now-
former LSU football coach Les Miles was banned from contacting female students 
after a report found he had acted inappropriately with a few of them. Alexander 
said he was aware of the Miles report and did not feel comfortable with Miles as 
coach but that the LSU board had decided on Miles’ status before Alexander 
arrived there in 2013. / EDUCATION, LEGAL: Three students have filed class-
action lawsuits against Oregon’s two largest colleges saying they were charged 
full-price for online classes of poorer quality than in-person classes. The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report when the University of Oregon and Oregon 
State University closed their campuses because of the coronavirus pandemic, 
they did not offer to refund any or all of students’ tuition bills. The University of 
Oregon says on its website that in order to provide quality education, it cannot 
discount tuition. The universities did agree to refund portions of their room and 
board. An OSU spokesman says despite what the lawsuit suggests, the 
university’s costs for delivering instruction have not decreased as a result of the 
pandemic. / CRIME: The suspect in a Lane County homicide case, 52-year-old 
Travis Crum, is in custody. It came following a day-long search and a shelter-in-
place warning for residents in the Hall Road area southeast of Junction City. An 
adult male was found dead on a property off Hall Road earlier in the day. The 



shelter-in-place order was lifted yesterday evening. Now, detectives are working 
to locate a van connected to the case. It is described as a 2004 Dodge Caravan, 
dark gold in color, with Oregon license plate 975 ESN. Officials say the van has 
blue painter's tape on the windshield. If you spot it, please call the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office at 541-682-4150. ; Eugene Police yesterday afternoon arrested a 
woman after she allegedly fired a round from a handgun during a dispute. Police 
say the incident occurred near Moon Mountain Drive and Glenwood Boulevard. 
50-year-old Nicole Burke was detained what investigators described as a dispute 
with people who were homeless in her neighborhood. The victim is a 36-year-old 
male. No updates on his condition. Burke was charged with Unlawful Use 
Weapon, DUII, and Reckless Endangering. Police say they are working to 
determine whether to file additional charges. / SAFETY: They’re still investigating 
the incident. But Oregon State Police say a 43-year-old woman died Monday 
evening when she apparently fell from the roof of a vehicle on which she was 
riding on a popular South Coast beach. Investigators say April Garrett of Coos 
Bay was on the roof of a Mercury Mountaineer being driven by 46-year-old Jerry 
Garrett on Whiskey Run Beach near Bandon. Officials say when April Garrett fell 
off the vehicle, she sustained fatal injuries. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: Oregon will 
reduce the required amount of space between students from six feet to three feet 
in most cases, a revision of COVID-19 school precautions that will give districts 
more flexibility as students return to in-person class. The Oregon Health Authority 
and the Oregon Department of Education cited new guidance from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention in making the change. Oregon still requires 
students to wear masks and will maintain six feet of distance when passing in the 
hallways and eating. The new rules mean schools can put four times as many 
students in a classroom. / HEALTH, CRIME, GOVERNMENT: Oregon officials 
continue to refuse to publicly disclose how much money the state has lost to 
unemployment insurance fraud during the pandemic, despite the fact that 
neighboring states Washington and California have reported huge sums of money 
wrongly paid after their systems were targeted by sophisticated hackers. 
Reporters and some lawmakers contend that the time has come for the state to 
disclose the information but officials from the Oregon Employment Department 
have refused. They say doing so could provide criminals an opening to exploit 
their systems further. / HEALTH, POLITICS: Floor sessions in the Oregon Capitol 
were cancelled for the rest of the day Monday and all day on Tuesday after 
lawmakers learned that “someone who was interacting on the House floor last 
week” has tested positive for COVID-19. House Speaker Tina Kotek said she was 
notified about the situation while on the floor Monday. She did not say if the 
person who tested positive was a lawmaker or staff. Kotek said the Legislature is 
following public health protocols and it is still being determined if they will return to 
the Capitol this morning. / GOVERNMENT, COMMUNITY: Postmaster General 
Louis DeJoy has announced plans to slow mail delivery standards and cut hours 
at some post offices as part of a 10-year strategy to stabilize the struggling 
agency. Details of the plan come at a time of intense scrutiny on the U.S. Postal 
Service over persistent delivery delays under DeJoy, a big GOP donor who took 
over the agency last summer. The plan also includes a proposal to consolidate 
underused post offices, a possible postage rate increase and detailed 
investments in new delivery vehicles. Facing an expected $160 billion in losses 
over the next decade, DeJoy and postal executives stress the need to cut costs 



and modernize the agency’s operations as its workload increasingly shifts from 
handling letters to hauling more packages. Sen. Gary Peters, a Michigan 
Democrat who's been critical of DeJoy, cautions any reduction of delivery 
standards would affect customers. Democrats have repeatedly called for DeJoy to 
be removed from his post. Last month President Joe Biden named three 
nominees to the agency’s governing board, which if approved, would give 
Democrats and Democratic appointees a majority on the panel and the ability to 
oust DeJoy. /  
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SPORTS: In women’s college basketball: Sedona Prince scored 22 points as 
sixth-seeded Oregon upset three-seeded Georgia 57-50 in the women’s NCAA 
Tournament to advance to its fourth straight Sweet 16. With less than one minute 
to go, Nyara Sabally scored six of her 15 points— including a put-back of her own 
missed shot — to break open a tie game and give the Ducks a critical lead. The 
Women’s tournament is taking place in a competitive “bubble” at sites in and 
around San Antonio, Texas. The Ducks meet Louisville on Sunday at 4 p.m. in a 
game being televised on ESPN. ; The NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament 
moves into the “Sweet 16” round this weekend: The Oregon State Men’s 
Basketball team meets Loyola Chicago in the “Sweet 16” on Saturday morning. 
The game is being televised at 11:40 a.m. on CBS. The Beavs defeated 
Oklahoma State to advance in the tournament. ; The Oregon Men’s Basketball 
team meets Pac-12 rival USC on Sunday in the “Sweet 16.” The game is being 
televised at 6:45 p.m. on TBS. The No. 7-seed Ducks knocked off No. 2-seed 
Iowa to advance in the tournament. The NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament is 
being played in a competitive “bubble” at sites in or near Indianapolis. / CRIME: 
The Lane County Sheriff’s Office yesterday released the name of the victim in 
Tuesday’s homicide on Hall Road northwest of Cheshire. He is 73-year-old 
Stephen Perry Bream of Junction City. Investigators say the suspect, 52-year-old 
Travis William Crum, was arrested Tuesday evening and charged with murder. 
The Lane County District Attorney’s Office is reviewing evidence in the case. It is 
believed Crum acted alone. Officials say there is no ongoing threat to the 
community. Crum was spotted shortly after 10 p.m. Tuesday night after residents 
reported a subject matching Crum’s description was throwing sticks at passing 
vehicles on Highway 36 near milepost 18. Deputies say when they arrived Crum 
was standing in the middle of Highway 36 and was taken into custody without 
incident. The Lane County Sheriff’s Office continues to look for a gold-colored 
2004 Dodge Caravan that is tied to the case. The van has Oregon license plates 
“975 ESN” and might have blue tape on the hood and fenders. If you’ve seen it, 
please contact the Lane County Sheriff’s Office at 541-682-4150. ; A 23-year-old 
man faces charges including Online Sexual Corruption of a Child. Eugene Police 
say James Alan Haynes agreed to meet with a person he believed was a 15-year-
old girl. It was actually a police detective taking part in the online exchange. 



Investigators say Haynes sent sexually explicit images and videos, describing 
sexual acts he wanted to commit and saying he would bring methamphetamine. 
But when he arrived at West 10th and Lincoln Streets for the alleged, officials say 
Haynes was met by police. Investigators say Haynes resisted arrest while being 
handcuffed by uniformed patrol officers and detectives and repeatedly kicked at 
the door of the marked patrol vehicle while in custody. / HOMELESSNESS, 
HOUSING: A new site is opening this afternoon to shelter unhoused people in 
Eugene. The location is on 18th Avenue east of Chambers Street near the 
Westmoreland footbridge. It will be part of the city’s Rest Stop network and will be 
known as the Westmoreland Safe Spot. Coordinators say its 18 Conestoga-style 
huts will be managed by the organization Community Supported Shelters. The 
goal is to provide a safe sleeping place for people who are experiencing 
homelessness and working to get into transitional housing. Tod Schneider, 
Executive Director of Community Supported Shelters, says two out of three 
campers at the other sites the group manages are able to move on to better 
circumstances in less than a year. The Westmoreland Safe Spot is one of five 
new City-Council approved rest stops. Two others are already in operation at the 
Skinner City Farm on North Washington Street and in Lot 9 in Alton Baker Park. 
Two more are being completed near Empire Pond off Highway 99-North and at 
Bertelsen at West 7th Avenue. All five rest stops are on City-owned property and 
are part of a partnership between the City, Lane County, and Community 
Supported Shelters. In addition to the five rest stops, the City is supporting three 
new housing microsites within city limits. Two are already operating and are 
managed by SquareOne Villages. The third opens soon and will be operated by 
Community Supported Shelters. / HEALTH: The effort has not been without fits 
and starts. But leaders with the Oregon Health Authority said yesterday that more 
than one million Oregonians have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 
vaccine. Of those, more than 585,000 are fully vaccinated. That includes nearly 
one in five currently eligible Oregonians and almost two-thirds of those age 65 
and older. Oregon is in the midst of a massive expansion of vaccine eligibility, 
triggered by an expected increase in allotted doses from vaccine makers Pfizer, 
Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson. Lane County is one of about half of all Oregon 
counties that expanded eligibility to those in Phase 1A – Group 6. That includes 
adults between the ages of 45 and 64 with underlying health conditions as 
defined by the Oregon Health Authority. On Tuesday, Lane County Public Health 
rolled out a new system for scheduling vaccination appointments. Rather than 
preregistering and waiting for the county to send you an email when you’re 
eligible, you now are able to go to the county’s scheduling webpage and set up an 
appointment once you’re eligible. The new system is designed to accommodate 
the next wave of residents who become eligible for vaccination on May 1 under 
the state’s accelerated timelines. Now, when you’re eligible, you may go to Lane 
County’s website and click on the county’s COVID-19 information page. Scroll 
down to the link that allows you to schedule your vaccination. The web address is 
www.LaneCounty.org/vaxclinics The scheduling page outlines who is eligible for 
vaccination and, if you qualify, allows you to fill out a registration form online and 
schedule your appointment. But remember: Vaccine dose supplies remain limited, 
so when you log onto schedule a vaccine appointment, clinics might not yet have 
time slots available. County officials urge you to be patient and keep checking the 
website if you cannot schedule a dose on your first try. You may also book 



appointments with participating local pharmacies. And a reminder: If you’ve 
already preregistered, you no longer need to wait for an email invitation. You may 
go directly to the new webpage and use it to schedule your vaccination dose. ; 
More than 96,000 Lane County residents have received at least their first 
vaccination dose and, of those, more than 54,000 are fully vaccinated. Lane 
County Public Health yesterday was notified of 29 new COVID-19 cases but no 
new deaths. Ten local patients remain hospitalized, but none are being treated in 
the intensive-care unit. County health officials say 81 residents remain 
infectious—a slight increase over the past two weeks. The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 379 new COVID-19 cases and one new death. The 
new cases put Oregon at more than 162,000 infections during the pandemic. 
Officials say 2,368 Oregonians have died from COVID-related causes. ; Fewer 
daily cases but increases in hospitalizations and deaths. Those are among the 
trends in the Oregon Health Authority’s latest COVID-19 Weekly Report. It finds a 
15 percent decrease in new infections last week, compared to one week earlier. 
But new COVID-19 related hospitalizations rose slightly, and the number of 
weekly deaths increased from 26 to 41. People 70 years of age and older have 
accounted for 40 percent of Oregon’s COVID-19 related hospitalizations and 77 
percent of COVID-19 related deaths. The Oregon Health Authority’s Weekly 
Report indicated 31 active COVID-19 outbreaks in senior living communities and 
congregate living settings. Outbreaks are declared at a location when there are 
three or more confirmed cases and one or more COVID-19 related deaths. ; Don’t 
go to bed angry is you want a longer, healthier life? Researchers at Oregon State 
University say one way to do that is to solve your arguments by day’s end. Their 
study found that when people feel they have resolved an argument, the negative 
emotional response associated with that disagreement is significantly reduced 
and, in some situations, almost entirely erased. The OSU scientists say that 
reduction in stress might have a major impact on your overall physical and mental 
health. Researchers have long known that chronic stress can weaken your 
immune system and lead to everything from heart and lung problems to mental 
health issues such as depression and anxiety. Researchers Robert Stawski and 
Dakota Witzel, who authored the study through Oregon State’s College of Public 
Health and Human Sciences, say daily stressors — specifically the minor, small 
inconveniences that we have throughout the day — can have lasting impacts on 
your health, lifespan, and how well you cope with the day. The scientists say 
everyone experiences stress in their daily lives and you aren’t going to stop 
stressful things from happening. But they say that the extent to which you can tie 
them off, bring them to an end and resolve them is definitely going to pay 
dividends in terms of your well-being. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: Regal Cinemas, the 
second largest movie theater chain in the U.S., will reopen beginning April 2. 
Parent company Cineworld Group made the announcement Tuesday. Regal, 
which operates a multiplex at Eugene’s Valley River Center shopping mall, had 
been one of most notable holdouts in the gradual reopening of cinemas 
nationwide. For nearly half a year, its 7,211 screens and 549 theatres in the U.S. 
have been dark. Doors will open early next month with attendance limited to 25 
percent to 50 percent capacity in about 500 locations. Parent company Cineworld 
also has agreed to a new multi-year deal with Warner Bros. Beginning next year, 
the studio’s releases will have a 45-day exclusive window at Regal cinemas, 
roughly slicing in half the traditional period. That doesn’t apply to Warner releases 



this year. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH, ECONOMY: Officials with the U.S. 
Treasury Department said Wednesday they have sent out another 37 million 
economic impact payments. Over the past two weeks, they say the total amount 
disbursed stands at more than $325 billion. The first 90 million payments—most 
totaling $1,400 for qualifying individuals—a went out during the week after 
President Joe Biden signed the $1.9 trillion COVID relief measure on March 11. 
Treasury officials say this week’s payments included direct deposits, as well as 
paper checks and prepaid debit cards mailed to households. No action is needed 
for most taxpayers to receive the payments, which will be automatic and similar to 
how people received their first and second rounds of economic impact statements 
beginning in the spring of last year. The payments, which are being made to ease 
the impacts of the pandemic and stimulate the economy. The effort began with 
$1,200 payments to individuals last spring followed by $600 payments in 
December. / HEALTH, ECONOMY: Perhaps not surprisingly, a new survey by the 
U.S. Census Bureau finds that many American households are using their 
stimulus payments to pay down their debt. The Census’ Household Pulse data 
also suggest many households gone deeper into debt during the pandemic to 
make ends meet. Roughly 30 percent of adults reported using credit cards, taking 
out loans or borrowing from family and friends between June and December to 
pay for expenses such as food, housing and gas. / ECONOMY, POLITICS, 
TRANSPORTATION: Oregon Congressman Peter DeFazio is at the heart of the 
Biden Administration’s new push to jump-start the U.S. economy. The 
administration is working to craft a multi-(tr)trillion-dollar package, the bulk of 
which would improve and upgrade America’s infrastructure—from roads and 
bridges to the high-speed Internet access that became a critical need as 
Americans worked and studied at home. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
appears today before the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, 
which is chaired by DeFazio. The Fourth District Democrat is working with the 
president, vice-president, and top administration officials on details of the 
initiative, dubbed “Build Back Better.” Buttigieg says the country faces a (tr)trillion-
dollar backlog of needed repairs and improvements, with hundreds of billions of 
dollars in good projects already in the pipeline. But many Republicans say they 
are wary of passing another pricey stimulus package so soon after the last one. 
For Biden, it’s yet another test of his campaign promise to reach across the 
political aisle when addressing national problems. The proposal, which remains 
preliminary, would break legislation on the priorities into different pieces, including 
an infrastructure component to boost roads, bridges, rail lines, electrical vehicle 
charging stations and the cellular network. A second component would include 
investments in workers with free community college, universal pre-kindergarten 
and paid family leave, according to a person familiar with the options who insisted 
on anonymity to discuss private conversations. The House of Representatives 
passed a version of DeFazio’s plan in July of last year on a bipartisan vote. It 
would rebuild American infrastructure—not only our roads, bridges, rail and transit 
systems, but also our wastewater systems, schools, housing, and broadband 
access. DeFazio says the effort would support American manufacturing and 
ingenuity, creating millions of U.S.-based jobs. Additionally, he says it would put 
the country on a path toward zero pollution, make communities and roads safer, 
and addressing long-standing disparities among Americans. DeFazio says he will 
begin committee sessions on a comprehensive infrastructure package in May 



when the panel takes up his surface transportation bill. He says he also is 
meeting with local leaders next month to discuss their infrastructure needs to 
ensure Oregon’s priorities are included in the bill. / SPORTS, HEALTH: It looks 
amazing and now it’s finally going to be used. As the pandemic eases and athletic 
competitions resume, the Oregon track and field team plans to will host five 
outdoor meets at the new Hayward Field. The Ducks’ first home competition in 
nearly three years will be the Hayward Premiere, set for April 2-3. Between the 
Hayward Field construction project and the pandemic, it will be the first meet to 
take place in Eugene since the 2018 NCAA Championships. Oregon Athletic 
Director Rob Mullens say Oregon’s student-athletes are excited to compete at 
home for the first time at the reimaged Hayward Field—located at 15th and Agate 
streets on the University of Oregon campus. The capacity limits set by updated 
public health guidelines and Lane County’s current risk level, which means at first 
the meets will only be able to accommodate the athletes, coaches, and a small 
number of guests. But Oregon Athletics officials say if our state and local health 
numbers continue to improve, a limited number of track and field fans might be 
allowed at later events. Hayward Field and the City of Eugene continue their 
preparations to host the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships, set for 
June 9-12. / ENVIRONMENT, WILDLIFE: The endangered California condor 
could return to the Pacific Northwest for the first time in 100 years. The San 
Francisco Chronicle says the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service plans to allow the 
release of captive-bred giant vultures into Northern California’s Redwood National 
Park as early as this fall. The idea is to create an experimental population for 
California’s far north, Oregon and northwestern Nevada. The California condor 
was virtually wiped out by the 1970s because of poaching, lead poisoning and 
habitat loss. Thanks to a captive breeding program, more than 300 birds now live 
in central and Southern California, Arizona, Utah and Mexico. ; The number of 
American bald eagles has quadrupled since 2009, with more than 300,000 birds 
soaring over the lower 48 states, government scientists said in a report 
Wednesday. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said bald eagles, the national 
symbol that once teetered on the brink of extinction, have flourished in recent 
years, growing to more than 71,400 nesting pairs and an estimated 316,700 
individual birds. Bald eagles reached an all-time low of 417 known nesting pairs in 
1963 in the lower 48 states. But after decades of protection, including banning the 
pesticide DDT and placement of the eagle on the endangered species list in more 
than 40 states, the bald eagle population has continued to grow. The bald eagle 
was removed from the list of threatened or endangered species in 2007. /  
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ENVIRONMENT: Comet? No. Meteor? Uhn-uh. The National Weather Service 
says it was burning debris from a discarded rocket stage lit up Pacific Northwest 
skies shortly after 9 p.m. last night. The Seattle Times quotes experts who say it 
was debris from the 2nd stage of a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket that failed to 
successfully reenter the atmosphere with what’s known as a “deorbit burn," and 
instead burned up on reentry. Sightings and video were shared from Seattle south 
to at least Corvallis. There were no reports of damage. The Seattle Times reports 
the rocket had delivered Starlink satellites into orbit earlier this week. SpaceX 
says the Falcon 9's first stage returned to Earth and landed as planned on its 
ocean-going barge off the coast of Florida. / SPORTS: A big weekend of “Sweet 
16” basketball at the NCAA Tournaments. In Men’s action: The Oregon State 
Men’s Basketball team meets Loyola Chicago in the “Sweet 16” on Saturday 
morning. The game is being televised at 11:40 a.m. on CBS. The Beavs defeated 
Oklahoma State to advance in the tournament. ; The Oregon Men’s Basketball 
team meets Pac-12 rival USC on Sunday in the “Sweet 16.” The game is being 
televised at 6:45 p.m. on TBS. ; And in Women’s tournament play: The Oregon 
Women’s Basketball team has advanced to its fourth straight “Sweet 16.” The 
Ducks meet Louisville on Sunday at 4 p.m. in a game being televised on ESPN. / 
COMMUNITY: A busy Friday (March 26) at Eugene’s Owen Rose Garden. 
Eugene Parks and Open Space staff and some motivated volunteers are planting 
240 new rose bushes at the Owen Rose Garden. Big thanks to Gray’s Garden 
Centers for donating the new roses. Garden experts say the new plants are 
replacing varieties that either developed some health problems or no longer were 
blooming as profusely. Parks staff and Gray's Garden Center specialists 
selected varieties that are better-suited to our climate and have a higher 
resistance to disease and pests. That means by this summer when you visit, 
you’ll see the new varieties, a lot of new blooms in a wider range of colors, 
and longer-lasting blooms. / HEALTH: Lane County today moves to the state’s 
Low Risk COVID-19 category. That means an increase up to 50 percent of indoor 
capacity at eating and drinking establishments, with outdoor dining able to 
accommodate up to 300 people in individual dining pods. Indoor fitness and 
entertainment venues also may increase their capacity to 50 percent of maximum 
occupancy. But indoor full-contact sports remain prohibited. Outdoor recreation 



and fitness establishments also may increase to 50 percent capacity. Outdoor full-
contact sports are allowed. Retail stores and indoor and outdoor shopping malls 
may increase their capacity to 75 percent, although curbside pickup still is 
encouraged. Faith-based institutions, funeral homes, mortuaries and cemeteries 
may increase their indoor capacities to 75 percent of maximum occupancy and 
their outdoor capacities to up to 300 people. That will allow for larger religious 
services, weddings, funerals, and other events. It’s a step closer to normal. But 
Lane County Public Health now is not the time to let down your guard. Officials 
say wearing protective masks and physically distancing from those outside your 
household remain critical. ; As for nearby counties: Douglas County today moves 
from the state’s Extreme Risk to High Risk category. That allows limited indoor 
dining, fitness, and entertainment activities. But Coos County remains at Extreme 
Risk with the restrictions that accompany that designation. To the north of us, 
Benton County remains at the High Risk level for another two weeks. Linn County 
stays at Moderate Risk. ; Lane County Public Health officials say they remain 
concerned about a possible increase in COVID-19 cases next month coming off 
of Spring Break week. Yesterday, spokesman Jason Davis reported two new 
outbreaks tied to social gatherings. In one, members of an extended family 
gathered on the coast—which resulted in 12 new cases. And five people 
contracted COVID after attending a separate gathering involving only six people. 
Davis says Lane County Public Health experts were a bit nervous earlier this 
week when the county reported 29 new cases in a single day. That was the 
highest daily total of new infections since late February. Yesterday, Lane County 
reported only 12 new cases. But there also was one additional death, which 
brings our pandemic-related death toll to 141. Eleven COVID-19 patients are 
hospitalized, with two being treated in Intensive Care. The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 422 new COVID-19 cases and two new deaths. The 
new cases put Oregon at more than 162,800 infections during the pandemic. 
Officials say 2,370 Oregonians have died from COVID-related causes. ; Lane 
County Public Health officials are reminding those who traveled outside the area 
during Spring Break to monitor for COVID-19 symptoms, self-quarantine, and be 
tested for the virus. The University of Oregon continues to offer free COVID-19 
tests to community members who are not showing symptoms. You may register 
at the U-of-O’s coronavirus pages. Many local health offices and clinics offer 
testing for those who have possible coronavirus symptoms. Call ahead to 
determine the safest way to be tested and protect other staff and patients. ; A 
vaccination milestone for Lane County: numbers compiled by the Oregon Health 
Authority indicate that more than 100,000 local residents have received at least 
their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine and, of those, more than 54,700 are fully 
vaccinated. Among those now eligible to receive COVID-19 vaccines in Lane 
County are food processing workers, seafood and agricultural workers, and 
migrant and seasonal farmworkers. All have seen their share of outbreaks during 
the pandemic, so if you work in those sectors this is a good time to protect 
yourself by scheduling your first dose. Lane County Public Health has openings at 
some of its weekend clinics and many local pharmacies are accepting 
appointments. If you qualify, find a location and schedule your first dose at 
www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics If you preregistered for vaccination and you now 
are eligible, you no longer need to wait for an email from the county to schedule 
an appointment. You may go directly to the new webpage and do it there. Lane 



County this week expanded eligibility to those in Phase 1A – Group 6. That 
includes adults between the ages of 45 and 64 with underlying health conditions 
as defined by the Oregon Health Authority. ; State health officials say four people 
are being monitored for the Ebola virus in Oregon. Officials with the Oregon 
Health Authority say they are monitoring four people who recently visited Guinea 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, both of which have regions currently 
experiencing Ebola outbreaks. The individuals returned to Oregon in early March 
and have since contacted state and local public health departments. They will be 
monitored to determine any risk of exposure and to ensure their safety, as well as 
the safety of their families and the community. People contract Ebola through 
blood or bodily fluid exchange in direct, intimate contact. Health experts say a 
person would have to be showing symptoms, such as a high fever, to transmit it. / 
POLICING, RACIAL JUSTICE: A new report by an expert on police use-of-force 
finds Springfield Police could have adjusted their response during a late July 
protest to avoid the conflict that happened between marchers, counterprotesters 
and officers. Fourteen people were arrested. The specialist, Rick Braziel (say: 
Brazil), was hired by city officials to analyze police response to a Black Unity 
protest in the Thurston area. His report concluded there was no malice or 
wrongdoing, many officers were not adequately trained or equipped for this type 
of event and some gave preferential treatment to counterprotesters. Braziel made 
more than three dozen recommendations. Among them: Making changes to 
incident command structure and developing better strategies to separate 
protesters and counterprotesters. He also urged police to do a better job of 
communicating with protesters before, during, and after such events. Springfield 
Mayor Sean VanGordon says the city is "committed to learning and improving 
from this experience." He thanked community members who took part in the 
review process. Braziel noted that Springfield Police had managed nine other 
protests in the wake of the deaths of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, providing 
traffic control and limited involvement while only making a few arrests. But he 
noted the July 29 protest was not focused on police but rather on a display on a 
resident’s lawn of a skeleton hanging by a noose, which created tensions well in 
advance of the march, itself. Braziel — who was a member of the Sacramento 
Police Department for more than 33 years, including five as chief — reviewed 
information from sources including video, training records and department 
policies, as well as previous protests. He also talked to police and held a 
community forum. / CRIME: A Elmira man was arrested yesterday after 911 
operators began receiving calls early yesterday morning about loud yelling and 
shots being fired at a location in the 24000 block of Horn Road. One woman 
called and said a neighbor, identified as 34-year-old Brandon Douglas Coates, 
was outside her residence trying to force his way in. The woman, her husband, 
and their child were home at the time. The woman said her husband armed 
himself with a handgun in order to protect his family and that a few moments later 
Coates forcibly broke open their front door armed with a shotgun. Coates was 
shot by the caller’s husband during the confrontation and held at gunpoint until 
Lane County Sheriff’s deputies arrived. The family members were uninjured. 
Investigators are still working to determine why Coates fired several rounds from 
at least two firearms inside his own residence, forced his way into the victims’ 
home, and tried to get into at least one other. He’s being held for Burglary, 
Menacing, Unlawful Use of a Weapon, and Criminal Mischief, but might face 



additional charges. ; A 24-year-old Springfield man was arrested yesterday 
evening for Physical Harassment and Disorderly Conduct following an incident in 
the Springfield Winco store. Parents of a one-and-a-half year-old female toddler 
say they were shopping in the store with their daughter seated in the cart when a 
stranger, identified by police as Austin Blake Stewart, allegedly pulled off his 
facemask and—while the child’s mother was glancing away—kissed the child on 
the lips. The girl’s parents were searching for the suspect when police arrived and 
store personnel were able to provide security footage of the incident. Officers say 
they located Stewart a short distance away of 18th Street hiding under a blanket. / 
POLITICS, SAFETY: The Oregon Senate has voted in favor of a contentious bill 
that would ban guns from the Capitol and other state buildings, as well as allow 
jurisdictions to decide whether people with concealed handgun license can bring 
guns into a public building. After four hours of discussion and overwhelming 
opposition by gun owners and Republicans, the bill passed, 16-7, on Thursday 
and will be move to the House. A similar reception is expected there. Tensions 
have risen as the Legislature debates several-gun control measures introduced 
this year, in the wake of the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol and protests at and 
inside the state Capitol building. Under current law, those with a concealed 
handgun license can bring a firearm into public buildings. But if this legislative bill 
is enacted, local governments and school districts would be able to ban firearms 
on their premises and would be required to post signs at entries clearly notifying 
people of the restriction. / BUSINESS, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: The Senate 
has extended the deadline for business owners to apply for forgivable loans 
through the Paycheck Protection Program. The Senate passed a bill Thursday 
that gives applicants two more months to apply for federal aid. The bill had 
already passed the House, so it now goes to President Joe Biden’s desk to be 
signed into law. The deadline for applications would be extended to May 31 under 
the bill, and the federal government would have until June 30 to process the 
applications. The loan program was started last year to help businesses survive 
the pandemic. /  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
03/29/21 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

SPORTS: Their NCAA Tournament runs ended yesterday for the Oregon Men’s 
and Women’s Basketball teams. But the Oregon State Men remain in contention 
and advance to Elite Eight play later today. The Oregon State Men’s Basketball 
team meets Houston in the “Elite Eight’s” Midwest Region Final this afternoon. 
The game is being televised at 4:15 p.m. on CBS. On Saturday, the Beavers 
defeated Loyola Chicago, 65-58. Ethan Thompson scored 20 points, including a 
pair of foul shots with 35 seconds left to clinch the Loyola Chicago game. The 
twelfth-seeded Beavers are headed for their first Elite Eight since 1982.  Oregon 
State was picked to finish last this year in the Pac-12, with no hope of making it 
into post-season play. Instead, they won the conference tournament and have 
equaled the number of NCAA Tournament wins by the 1963 OSU team, which 
made it to the Final Four. The Beavers became the 18th team seeded 10th or 
lower to reach the Elite Eight since the field expanded to 64 teams in 1985. ; The 
Oregon Men’s Basketball team lost to Pac-12 rival USC on Sunday in the “Sweet 
16,” 82-68. ; The Oregon Women’s Basketball team lost to Louisville on Sunday 
in the “Sweet 16,” 60-42. / EDUCATION, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: More 
Oregon students are returning to in-person teaching this week and that means 
more activity in school zones. Remember to obey the posted speed limits of 20 
mph during school hours and keep an eye out for children on foot, and those on 
skates, skateboards, and bicycles. Also, watch for children in crosswalks and 
elsewhere near the roadway. And prepare for congestion in school zones as 
parents drop off and pick up their kids. Because of the pandemic, some schools 
are holding in-person classes in the mornings, but others are meeting in the 
afternoons meaning students might be on roads and in crosswalks during midday. 
/ HEALTH: Thousands more Lane County residents received COVID-19 vaccine 
doses over the weekend at three big clinics. This was the second weekend that 
the county’s newest mass-vaccination site was operating in the parking lot at 
Eugene’s Autzen Stadium. Other locations managed by Lane County Public 
Health include parking lots at the Lane Events Center and Lane Community 
College. Numbers compiled by the Oregon Health Authority indicate that more 
than 105,000 Lane County residents have received at least their first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine and, of those, more than 60,000 are fully vaccinated. Among 
those now eligible to receive COVID-19 vaccines in Lane County are people in 



Phase 1A – Group 6. That includes adults between the ages of 45 and 64 with 
underlying health conditions as defined by the Oregon Health Authority; and 
pregnant women ages 16 and older. Also included: food processing workers, 
seafood and agricultural workers, and migrant and seasonal farmworkers; people 
living either in low-income senior housing, senior congregate and independent 
living; people displaced by wildfires; wildland firefighters; and people who are 
unhoused. If you preregistered for vaccination and you now are eligible, you no 
longer need to wait for an email from the county to schedule an appointment. You 
may go directly to the county’s new webpage at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics 
and do it there. The webpage has information on scheduling appointments at a 
Lane County Public Health mass-vaccination event and information on many local 
pharmacies that are accepting appointments. ; Lane County on Friday moved to 
the state’s Low Risk COVID-19 category. That means an increase up to 50 
percent of indoor capacity at eating and drinking establishments, and indoor and 
outdoor fitness and entertainment venues. Retail stores and shopping malls may 
increase their capacities to 75 percent of nor maximum occupancy. There also 
are indoor and outdoor capacity increases for gatherings and events at faith-
based institutions, funeral homes, mortuaries and cemeteries. It’s a step closer to 
normal. But Lane County Public Health now is not the time to let down your 
guard. Officials say wearing protective masks and physically distancing from 
those outside your household remain critical. ; Lane County Public Health officials 
say they remain concerned about a possible increase in COVID-19 cases next 
month coming off of Spring Break week. The county was notified of 13 new cases 
on Saturday and 28 on Sunday. Ten COVID-19 patients are hospitalized, with two 
being treated in Intensive Care. Our pandemic death toll remains at 141. Lane 
County Public Health officials are reminding you that if you traveled outside the 
area during Spring Break, you should monitor yourself for COVID-19 symptoms, 
self-quarantine, and be tested for the virus. The University of Oregon continues to 
offer free COVID-19 tests to community members who are not showing 
symptoms. You may register at the U-of-O’s coronavirus pages. Many local health 
offices and clinics offer testing for those who have possible coronavirus 
symptoms. Call ahead to determine the safest way to be tested and protect other 
staff and patients. The Oregon Health Authority reported close to 680 combined 
cases Saturday and Sunday and two new deaths. That puts Oregon at close to 
164,000 infections. Officials say 2,375 Oregonians have died from COVID-related 
causes. / POLITICS, HEALTH: The Oregon House has canceled its floor session 
today, after another confirmed case of COVID-19 was reported at the state 
Capitol in Salem. The Statesman Journal reports an individual diagnosed with 
COVID-19 was last in the building on March 16, according to a Sunday news 
release. House legislative leaders agreed to Monday’s cancellation “out of an 
abundance of caution,” because some of those who were potentially exposed are 
still awaiting test results. The House is expected to resume its floor sessions 
Tuesday morning, unless there are additional COVID-19 diagnoses. / POLITICS, 
SAFETY, CRIME: Dozens of left-wing, anti-fascist demonstrators clashed with a 
smaller number of right-wing protesters Sunday near the Oregon State Capitol 
grounds in Salem. Three people were arrested. Police say the protesters, many 
wearing black masks and helmets and some wearing anti-fascist stickers, stood 
for a few hours waiting for a caravan from a right-wing rally that was expected to 
arrive at the Capitol from the town of Sandy. Police said protesters on the 



sidewalks and in the street in Salem threw objects at a number of vehicles that 
drove by the Capitol, breaking some vehicles’ windows. ; The Oregon Senate last 
week voted in favor of a contentious bill that would ban guns from the Capitol and 
other state buildings, as well as allow jurisdictions to decide whether people with 
concealed handgun license can bring guns into a public building. Despite four 
hours of discussion and overwhelming opposition by gun owners and 
Republicans, the bill passed, 16-7, on Thursday and moves to the House once it 
resumes its session. Republicans in the House will likely echo the remarks of 
those in the Senate, where tensions have risen as the Legislature debates 
several-gun control measures introduced this year. / COMMUNITY: Children’s 
author Beverly Cleary, the writer behind the popular characters Ramona Quimby 
and Henry Huggins, has died. She was 104. Cleary's publisher HarperCollins 
announced that the author died Thursday in Carmel Valley, California, where she 
had lived since the 1960s. Trained as a librarian, Cleary penned more than 30 
books, which sold millions of copies, saying she began writing because children 
told her there were no stories about kids like them. Her first novel was 1950’s 
“Henry Huggins,” based on the children she grew up with in Portland. She 
received the National Medal of Arts in 2003. / GOVERNMENT< POLITICS, 
TRANSPORTATION: President Joe Biden will lay out the first part of his 
multitrillion-dollar economic recovery package this week, focusing on rebuilding 
roads, bridges and other infrastructure, followed by a separate plan later in April 
addressing child and health care. The administration plans to split the package 
into two legislative proposals, part of an effort to get support from congressional 
Republicans. Biden will release details in a speech Wednesday in Pittsburgh 
about his proposal for federal investments in physical infrastructure, an issue that 
has drawn Republican support despite wariness over a pricey package so soon 
after passage of the $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief plan. Oregon Congressman 
Peter DeFazio is at the heart of that push to jump-start the U.S. economy. It 
would improve and upgrade everything from America’s roads and bridges, rail 
lines, marine ports and airports, and wastewater systems, to the high-speed 
Internet access that became a critical need as Americans worked and studied at 
home. The Fourth District Democrat has been working with the president, vice-
president, and top administration officials on details of the initiative. / 
TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMY: The average U.S. price of regular-grade 
gasoline jumped a nickel per gallon over the past two weeks to $2.94. Industry 
analyst Trilby Lundberg of the Lundberg Survey says Sunday that the price at the 
pump might be near its peak as gasoline supply evens out across the country. 
The price of gas has spiked 77 cents per gallon since Nov. 20 and is at the 
highest point since May 2019. In Oregon, our average price per gallon of regular 
unleaded stands at $3.17 but it’s a bit less expensive here in Eugene-Springfield 
at $3.15. Still, that’s three cents higher than one week ago and up 24 cents from 
one month ago. The highest average price in the nation right now is $3.94 a 
gallon in the San Francisco Bay Area. The lowest average is $2.54 in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. /  
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SPORTS: The Oregon State Men’s Basketball team ended its NCAA run last 
night with a 67-61 loss to Houston. But for the Beavers, it still was a memorable 
tournament run. OSU had been picked to finish last in the Pac-12, but instead 
won the conference tournament and a bid to the NCAAs. The Beavs arrived as a 
Number 12 seed but notched a series of upsets to make it to the Elite Eight. They 
overcame a deep first-half deficit to tie Number Two seed Houston in the final 
minutes of their game but couldn’t hold on. Still, Oregon State tied the school’s 
1963 Final Four team for the most tournament wins in school history. And over 
the course of this season OSU defeated five teams ranked in the Top 25. / 
SPORTS: LEGAL: The Wall Street Journal reports that the U.S. Supreme Court is 
set to hear arguments on Wednesday in a case related to college-athlete 
compensation. The class-action suit questions whether the NCAA engaged in 
anticompetitive practices by capping the educational benefits athletes could 
receive. A ruling is expected by the end of June. College athletes have historically 
been classified as “amateurs,” even as they helped generate billions for their 
colleges and universities and made millionaires of their coaches. NCAA rules 
have long capped athletes’ compensation at little more than tuition, room and 
board. But athletes and their advocates argue that they risk injury to help 
generate huge sums for their universities, all while under stricter limits than other 
college students. The tension has created a scramble to define the future of 
college athletics. State and federal politicians in both parties have proposed 
dozens of bills that would let college athletes earn money from their name, image 
and likeness—a step that is forbidden under current NCAA policy. A handful of 
state laws have already passed, including one in Florida that takes effect July 1. 
Depending on the high court’s ruling, college athletes as early as this summer 
might be able to accept money to endorse a product on Instagram, teach sports 
lessons or video-record a greeting for a fan. The Journal reports that while 
salaries for athletes are off the table for now, some proposals take a big step in 
that direction, requiring schools to share some athletic revenues with them. That 
would radically change college athletics’ century-old notion of amateurism. But 
critics fear that even a modest change, such as allowing athletes to endorse 
products, could set off bidding wars for recruits, further divide the wealthiest and 
poorest athletic departments and siphon revenue that would otherwise help 



support the dozen or so other teams that a typical athletic department funds 
outside of football and men’s basketball. / POLICING, RACIAL JUSTICE: The trial 
of Derek Chauvin, the Minneapolis officer accused in the death of George Floyd, 
got underway yesterday in Minnesota. Eugene Police Chief Chris Skinner issued 
a statement Monday morning, saying he recognizes how difficult the details and 
subject matter of the incident is for many in our community. Skinner says during a 
time of difficult histories and emotions, he hopes residents can support each other 
and show respect for one-another. Skinner is asking Eugene residents to keep in 
mind our city’s foundation of respectful civil engagement and peaceful dissent. 
The Eugene Police chief says the social justice movement and unrest that was 
ignited by George Floyd’s death at the hands of police officers have made all of 
us more aware of systemic racism and injustice. Skinner notes that members of 
the Eugene community have been holding discussions on racial justice and police 
reform, which he fully supports. Skinner says the Eugene Police will continue to 
receive recommendations and make changes within the boundaries of trust that 
have been established in order to have these tough conversations and navigate 
critical reforms. He adds that the conversations are not easy, but the agency and 
its members are committed to them, along with any changes that need to be 
made. / RACIAL JUSTICE, POLITICS: The Oregon House is set to vote this week 
on a bill that would make Juneteenth, the day celebrating the true end to slavery 
in the United States, a legal holiday in the state. House Bill 2168 was introduced 
at the request of Governor Kate Brown. Juneteenth commemorates the day -- 
June 19, 1865 -- when the enslaved people in Galveston, Texas were told they 
were free. It came two months after the Confederate surrender. Black Americans 
have long hosted celebrations to mark the occasion. In the wake of the killing of 
George Floyd and nationwide protests demanding racial justice, supporters 
Juneteenth has gained wider popularity and deserves official recognition. / 
EDUCATION, LOW-INCOME, COMMUNITY: Help families and promote literacy. 
The Lane County Extension 4-H Book Drive ends on Wednesday, Match 31. Lane 
County 4-H members are collecting books, puzzles, games and cards that are 
being provided to youth and families at the Eugene Mission. Can you contribute 
today or tomorrow as they wrap up their campaign? All books should be new or 
gently used, and appropriate for children and teens. To donate, drop them 
through the delivery slot on the 10th Avenue door of the Lane County OSU 
Extension office at 10th and Jefferson Street. If you’re wanting to make a large 
donation of books, puzzles, or games, call to make a drop-off appointment at 541-
344-5043. / SAFETY: Lane County Sheriff’s Officials say a 60-year-old Eugene 
motorcyclist died yesterday afternoon during a head-on crash with a pick-up truck 
on Marcola Road near Alder Branch Road. Investigators say that based on 
statements from witnesses and roadway evidence, it appears the motorcycle for 
an unknown reason crossed into the pickup's lane of travel. The pick-up’s driver 
was uninjured. The motorcyclist’s name will be released once extended family are 
notified. / POLITICS, CRIME, SAFETY: Authorities now say four people were 
arrested during demonstrations Sunday near the Oregon State Capitol Grounds in 
Salem that drew dozens of left-wing, anti-fascist demonstrators and a smaller 
number of right-wing protesters. Oregon State Police say the four men face 
charges ranging from disorderly conduct to interfering with a police officer. 
Officials say protesters, many wearing black masks and helmets and some 
wearing anti-fascist stickers, stood for a few hours waiting for a caravan from a 



right-wing rally in the town of Sandy, that was expected to arrive at the Capitol. 
The Oregonian and OregonLive report that as dueling groups of demonstrators 
faced off near the grounds of the Oregon Capitol building Sunday afternoon, 
police say they tried to separate them, but skirmishes broke out in the 
surrounding blocks. In a particularly volatile moment, one man was taken into 
custody by police after he confronted a crowd with a gun. Others were detained 
as police ordered the crowd to disperse. / HEALTH: The U.S. government’s first 
look at the real-world use of COVID-19 vaccines found their effectiveness was 
nearly as robust as it was in controlled studies. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines 
were considered highly effective at 90 percent after two doses in the study. That 
compares to results of testing that showed the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines to be 
about 95 percent effective. The study was conducted by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and is the government’s first assessment of how the shots 
have been working beyond the initial experiments conducted by the drugmakers. 
Results can sometimes change when vaccines are used in larger, more diverse 
populations outside studies. But that was not the case here. In a study of about 
4,000 health-care personnel, police, firefighters and other essential workers, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that the vaccines reduced the 
risk of infection by 80 percent after one shot. Protection increased to 90 percent 
following the second dose. The findings are consistent with clinical trial results 
and studies showing strong effectiveness in the United Kingdom and Israel, and 
in initial studies of health-care workers in Texas and California. The Washington 
Post reports that the CDC study is significant because it analyzed how well the 
vaccines worked among a diverse group of front-line working-age adults whose 
jobs make them more likely to be exposed to the virus and to spread it. The Post 
reports the workers came from eight locations in six states — including Oregon. 
Participants received vaccinations between mid-December, when the doses first 
became available, through mid-March. The 13-week period included the deadly 
winter COVID surge that was killing more than 3,000 people a day by January. 
Among 2,479 fully vaccinated people, just three had confirmed infections. Among 
477 people who received one dose, eight infections were reported. By 
comparison, among 994 people who were not vaccinated, 161 developed 
infections. ; Lane County Public Health officials said yesterday they were notified 
of seven new COVID-19 infections. Nine patients are hospitalized, with two being 
treated in Intensive Care. Our pandemic death toll remains at 141. The Oregon 
Health Authority reported 217 new COVID-19 Monday but no new deaths. That 
puts Oregon at more than 164,000 infections. Officials say 2,375 Oregonians 
have died from COVID-related causes. Public health officials remain concerned 
about a possible increase in COVID-19 cases next month coming off of Spring 
Break week. The University of Oregon continues to offer free COVID-19 tests to 
community members who are not showing symptoms. You may register at the U-
of-O’s coronavirus pages. Many local health offices and clinics offer testing for 
those who have possible coronavirus symptoms. Call ahead to determine the 
safest way to be tested and protect other staff and patients. ; More than 107,000 
Lane County residents have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine 
according to numbers compiled by the Oregon Health Authority and, of those, 
more than 61,000 are fully vaccinated. Among those now eligible to receive 
COVID-19 vaccines in Lane County are people in Phase 1A – Group 6. That 
includes adults between the ages of 45 and 64 with underlying health conditions 



as defined by the Oregon Health Authority; and pregnant women ages 16 and 
older. Also included: food processing workers, seafood and agricultural workers, 
and migrant and seasonal farmworkers; people living either in low-income senior 
housing, senior congregate and independent living; people displaced by wildfires; 
wildland firefighters; and people who are unhoused. If you preregistered for 
vaccination and you now are eligible, you no longer need to wait for an email from 
the county to schedule an appointment. You may go directly to the county’s new 
webpage at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics and do it there. The webpage has 
information on scheduling appointments at a Lane County Public Health mass-
vaccination event and information on many local pharmacies that are accepting 
appointments. ; Testing and vaccination for the coronavirus are free thanks to 
federal law. Treatment for the illness isn’t and may be about to get more 
expensive as more people get vaccinated and insurers scale back their coverage. 
Patients may still have to pay a share for COVID-19 treatments now or be 
surprised by a bill in the future. If you get a medical bill, ask for an itemized 
version to spot errors. Then, negotiate the cost yourself or hire a billing advocate 
to help you. You may also be able to go on a payment plan or get help from a 
state assistance program. ; President Joe Biden and CDC Director Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky are making impassioned pleas to Americans not to let their guard down 
in the fight against COVID-19. Walensky warns of a potential “fourth surge” of the 
virus and spoke of a “recurring feeling ... of impending doom.” Biden says the 
virus will get worse, not better “if we let our guard down now.” He says that 
"people are letting up on precautions, which is a very bad thing.” In other remarks 
Monday, Walensky spoke of hope but added, "Right now, I’m scared.” /  
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TRANSPORTATION:  Quick reminder for drivers: Today is the last day of studded 
tire season. If you used them during the winter and they’re still on your vehicle, it’s 
time to swap them out for your summer tires. Studded tires are legal in Oregon 
from November 1 through March 31. Because of the damage caused by studded 
tires, the Department of Transportation encourages motorists to use studded tires 
only when necessary. There might still be winter conditions in the mountains in 
the weeks and months ahead, so state transportation officials encourage you to 
go to TripCheck.com to check conditions before you travel and carry chains 
should you need them to get over the passes or to other areas in the Cascades. / 
CRIME, SAFETY: Members of a Douglas County grand jury have determined that 
police were justified when they fatally shot the suspect in a Springfield murder at 
the conclusion of a lengthy standoff earlier this month in Reedsport. The panel 
heard from a dozen witnesses in the police shooting of David Ruozi, Jr. Douglas 
County’s district attorney says Ruozi was wanted as the suspect in the fatal 
shooting of 70-year-old Richard Marshall, a longtime caretaker of a Springfield 
youth farm. Marshall’s body was discovered March 1 at the property in the 
Gateway area. Springfield Police had been seeking Ruozi for days, with their hunt 
focusing on towns along the coast. Authorities conducted a traffic stop involving 
Ruozi on March 9 in Reedsport. Investigators say when they located Ruozi, he 
was armed and refused to cooperate with officers. Police say negotiations to 
deescalate the situation failed and Ruozi was pronounced dead after a shooting 
involving officers. Springfield Police said at the time that none of their officers 
were involved in the shooting. Investigators said Ruozi knew details of the murder 
that only the killer would know. The district attorney added that authorities on 
scene of the Reedsport standoff acted with professionalism and restraint and did 
everything they could to bring the situation to a peaceful end. ; Springfield Police 
will begin using body-worn cameras in May. That’s the word from department 
officials, who announced yesterday that they hope the cameras will help enhance 
the department’s commitment to transparency and further strengthen the level of 
trust between police and the community. Last year, the Springfield Police began 
testing various systems as well as determining how well they would integrate with 
video collected by cameras in police vehicles. A company called Getac was 
selected to provide the devices. Investigators say body-worn cameras can 
provide crucial evidence both in solving crimes and prosecuting suspects. The 



agency received a $120,000 grant to help pay for the new body-worn cameras. ; 
Eugene Police made another arrest yesterday in connection with the late May 
riots and looting of several downtown businesses. The suspect, 30-year-old Jam 
Jessie Allison was arrested during a traffic stop. She is charged with Riot and 
Criminal Mischief 2. Police so far have arrested 28 people in connection with the 
criminal event that took place nine months ago near the base of the Washington 
Street Bridge. It comes as they continue to analyze video and photos from the 
scene, match images of suspects to confirm identities, then locate those people. 
Additional arrests are expected. ; The Lane County Sheriff’s Office has released 
the name of the motorcyclist who died in a head-on crash with a pick-up truck 
Monday afternoon on Marcola Road near Alder Branch Road. Investigators say it 
appears the motorcycle, ridden by 60-year-old John Janssens of Eugene, for an 
unknown reason crossed into the pickup's lane of travel. The pick-up’s driver was 
uninjured. ; It's a longtime scam and it's circulating again, this time with a few 
unsettling variations. The Portland Field Office of the FBI this week shared details 
on how to avoid the latest twists in what’s known as avoiding "The Grandparent 
Scam." Here’s how the scam works: Grandparents receive a call from what they 
think is one of their “grandchildren.” The grandchild’s voice might not sound right, 
but the scammer explains this is due to COVID-19 or some other illness such as 
strep throat. The grandchild explains he or she is in legal trouble and needs some 
money to get bailed out of jail. When the grandparent agrees to provide funds, the 
grandchild also mentions there is a “gag order” in this case, and the grandparent 
should not discuss this with anyone. This starting to raise red flags for you? In the 
past, there was a heavy emphasis on the grandparent providing payment through 
pre-paid gift cards or wire transfers. But the new twist brings the scam right to 
your door: The fraudsters are demanding cash, which they want to pick up in 
person. They say a supposed “bail bondsman” or someone else with an official-
sounding title will show up at the victim’s home. Not only is that alarmingly 
personal, it increases the potential physical risk to the victim. After the initial 
payment, the grandparents will receive calls for additional money to be sent via 
U.S. Mail, FedEx, UPS, or other such service. Don’t fall for it! And don’t let the 
scammers come to your home! FBI experts say never respond to demands for 
immediate action. Scammers use fear to manipulate you, trying to get you to act 
without thinking. If you receive an unexpected call such as this, check first with 
your family members first to see if the story is true. And do NOT open your door 
for strangers, and don’t believe someone who tells you can’t report something to 
law enforcement. If you or a family member has been contacted by one of these 
grandparent scammers, make sure to report it to your local FBI office. If you live 
in Oregon, the number is (503) 224-4181. You can also report such scams at the 
FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center at www.ic3.gov ; It's another scam for 
computer users to be worried about. The Internal Revenue Service is sounding a 
warning about a phishing scam aimed at students and staff at educational 
institutions. The IRS says the rip-off effort is aimed at those who have an .edu 
email address. The federal tax agency says it has received complaints about the 
scam, which is aimed at students at both public and private institutions — and at 
both profit and non-profit schools. The fraudulent emails show the IRS logo and 
make bogus references to tax refund payments. / COMMUNITY, SOCIAL 
SERVICES: It’s a weird and wacky event and this year it’s “going virtual” to raise 
money for a great local cause. The Relief Nursery is holding its annual “Lip Sync 



Battle” fundraiser online on Wednesday, April 7. The performances begin at 6 
p.m. Local teams compete, often with props and in costume, to be named the 
winners of the lip-sync competition. Ticket proceeds help support the Relief 
Nursery’s programs, which work to reduce and prevent child abuse. Some of the 
teams include students with UO Cheer, along with teams from local businesses 
including grocery Outlet, Old Dominion Collision, Summit Bank, Lane Leaders, 
Springfield Library, and Kendall Auto Group. Tickets are five dollars to stream the 
event. Go to the Relief Nursery’s webpage at reliefnursery.org or the Relief 
Nursery Facebook page for details. Purchase tickets at lsbv.givesmart.com / 
LOW-INCOME, GOVERNMENT, ELDERS: Social Security recipients and other 
federal beneficiaries who don’t normally file a tax return should expect their latest 
round of relief payments soon. The federal government began distributing the 
third round of economic impact payments in mid-March to millions of Americans. 
But a paperwork delay temporarily held up payments to Social Security, 
Supplemental Security Income and Railroad Retirement Board beneficiaries who 
did not file a 2019 or 2020 tax return or did not use the tool made available on 
IRS website for non-filers. IRS officials said Tuesday they expect payments will 
be sent to those beneficiaries on April 7. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY: Lane County 
Public Health officials say they know you love your dog and that it would never 
bite anyone—until it does. Officials say they had their first dog bite over the 
weekend at a mass-vaccination clinic, so they’re asking those arriving for a dose 
of vaccine to please leave their pets at home. They say when a dog bites a 
vaccinator, as it did over the weekend, it not only injures someone trying to keep 
people safe but removes them from the vaccination lines, slowing the mass-
vaccination process. ; A disturbing trend in local coronavirus cases: Lane County 
Public Health officials say they’ve seen an increase in the number of COVID-19 
cases affecting school-age students. Cases doubled from 10 to 20 during the past 
week. County public health spokesman Jason Davis says the cases were not tied 
to classrooms, but to social gatherings outside of school, many during Spring 
Break. Davis says the county also is tracking an outbreak tied to a case of 
“household transmission,” where someone contracted COVID from another 
resident of the home, then infected ten other people. ; Lane County Public Health 
officials said yesterday they were notified of 14 new COVID-19 infections. Nine 
patients remain hospitalized, with two being treated in Intensive Care. Our 
pandemic death toll remains at 141. The Oregon Health Authority reported 415 
new COVID-19 Monday and six new deaths. That puts Oregon at more than 
164,500 infections. Officials say 2,381 Oregonians have died from COVID-related 
causes. State health officials say they are concerned about a recent uptick in 
cases, especially those requiring hospitalization. They say there is a risk of 
another surge in COVID-19 cases unless people continue wearing masks and 
physically distancing outside of their households. ; More than 109,000 Lane 
County residents have received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine 
according to numbers compiled by the Oregon Health Authority and, of those, 
more than 62,000 are fully vaccinated. Among those now eligible to receive 
COVID-19 vaccines in Lane County are people in Phase 1A – Group 6. That 
includes adults between the ages of 45 and 64 with underlying health conditions 
as defined by the Oregon Health Authority; and pregnant women ages 16 and 
older. Also included: food processing workers, seafood and agricultural workers, 
and migrant and seasonal farmworkers; people living either in low-income senior 



housing, senior congregate and independent living; people displaced by wildfires; 
wildland firefighters; and people who are unhoused. When you are eligible for 
vaccination, you may go directly to the county’s new webpage at 
www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics The webpage has information on scheduling 
appointments at a Lane County Public Health mass-vaccination event and 
information on many local pharmacies that are accepting appointments. ; Pfizer 
says its COVID-19 vaccine is safe and strongly protective in kids as young as 12. 
The announcement marks a step toward possibly beginning shots in this age 
group before the next school year. Most COVID-19 vaccines being rolled out 
worldwide are for adults, who are at higher risk from the coronavirus. Pfizer’s 
vaccine is authorized for ages 16 and older. But vaccinating children of all ages 
will be critical to stopping the pandemic. In a study of 2,260 U.S. volunteers ages 
12 to 15, preliminary data showed there were no cases of COVID-19 among fully 
vaccinated adolescents compared to 18 among those given dummy shots. / 
BUSINESS: The Blockbuster video rental store in Bend, Oregon soared to 
international fame when it became the last such franchise on Earth in 2019. Now, 
a new Netflix documentary called “The Last Blockbuster” has spurred even more 
visitors to the unassuming location in a strip mall 170 miles east of Portland. The 
movie focuses on the manager's day-to-day work running the store, which 
became the last in the world when the Blockbuster in Perth, Australia, closed two 
years ago. The movie by two local filmmakers peaked at No. 4 in the U.S. after it 
began streaming on Netflix on March 15. / HEALTH, TRANSPORTATION, 
ECONOMY: Industry experts say the cost of travel is likely to slowly rebound from 
historic lows as more travelers receive COVID-19 vaccinations and book long-
deferred trips. Although airlines are unlikely to build capacity to pre-pandemic 
levels, demand may increase through the summer as vaccination rates increase. 
And hotel prices in cities may begin increasing as cities continue reopening. 
There are still many unknowns, but experts remain cautiously confident that those 
looking to book travel this year should do so sooner rather than later. Though new 
booking flexibility can help reduce the risk of changing plans, increased travel 
demand is unlikely to drive prices below current levels. / SPORTS: With the 
March Madness basketball tournament ongoing, the Supreme Court will hear 
arguments in a case about how colleges can reward athletes who play Division I 
basketball and football. The NCAA says if the former college students who 
brought the case win, it could erase the distinction between professional and 
college sports. Under current NCAA rules, students can’t be paid, and the 
scholarship money colleges can offer is capped at the cost of attending the 
school. The NCAA defends its rules as necessary to preserving the amateur 
nature of college sports. Today's Supreme Court hearing likely will result in a 
decision by summer. ; USA Football has introduced eight procedures to enhance 
safety and health for youth players, with all of those methods endorsed by some 
major medical organizations. The Athlete Health & Wellness Recommendations 
for youth football play have been supported by the American College of Sports 
Medicine (ACSM), the National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA), and the 
National Youth Sports Health & Safety Institute (NYSHSI). Using new training and 
practice standards, the eight recommendations include use of the two-point 
stance and days of rest between full-contact games and scrimmages. /  

 


