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Each quarter, on January 10, April 10, July 10 & October 10, we place in our public 
inspection file a list of what are considered to be the most significant Problems, Needs 
and Issues of the Springfield-Eugene, Oregon, community. 
 
Along with this list are the programs that were aired to deal with these problems, needs 
and issues. 
 

ASCERTAINMENT METHODS 
 

To ascertain these problems, needs and issues, McKenzie River Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
employs a Public Affairs Director who, within the natural course of news gathering, is 
made aware of problems, needs and issues in the community. The views of citizens of 
the community and civic leaders regarding community problems, needs and issues are 
also ascertained during meetings and interviews. Problems, needs and issues are also 
ascertained during interaction with members of the public. 

 
PROGRAMMING 

 
To air information about these problems, needs and issues, McKenzie River 
Broadcasting Co., Inc., relies on the following methods: 
 

1. Bona Fide Newscasts: These include news stories and segments that target 
these problems, needs and issues. 

 
2. Community Forum: This is a 15-30 minute weekly program that offers in-

depth examinations of community problems, needs and issues. 



McKENZIE RIVER BROADCASTING 2Q, 2021, ISSUES LIST: 
KKNU-FM / KMGE-FM / KEUG-FM 

 
Quarter April 1 through June 30, 2021 
 *Note: Major breaking news stories during the quarter that fall under these categories will 

be added as is appropriate and reflected in daily news and public service postings 
1-
tie 

HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH: COVID-19; Mental health; Opioid epidemic, drug abuse; Legal 
cannabis products; Oregon Health Plan (Medicaid) and CCOs, ACA battles; Prescription drug 
prices; Obesity, diabetes & healthy eating; Food and product recalls; Legal battles over abortion 
and reproduction; Women’s health; Flu, STDs; Measles, other outbreaks, debate over vaccines; 
Immunizations; Environmental health, wildfire smoke, overall air quality; Safe water; Assisted 
suicide. 

1-
tie 

ECONOMY, EMPLOYMENT, FINANCES, BUSINESS, GROWTH, DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING, 
UTILITIES, COLLEGE & PRO SPORTS, EVENTS: Reopening as COVID-19 eases; 
Unemployment, workforce training; Rioting; Economy; Economic, downtown development, urban 
renewal, urban density; Affordable housing; UO-OSU Athletics teams, funding; Sports events; 
Hayward Field & UO Science construction; rebuild, Civic Park; Rural development, urban growth 
boundary; Road improvements; Local tech; Personal finance; Consumer prices; Legal cannabis; 
Immigration economics; Retirement concerns; County courthouse, city hall; Agriculture and 
farms; Technology; Energy prices, development; Cybersecurity and breaches. 

1-
tie 

DISASTERS, WILDFIRE RECOVERY, ENVIRONMENT, WEATHER, AGRICULTURE, 
WILDLIFE, FISHERIES, RECREATION: McKenzie wildfire and other fires; Record heatwave in 
early summer; Disaster preparedness; Air quality; Climate change, COVID-19; Snowpack, 
drought; Legislative “cap & trade” debate; Agriculture, Horticulture, Sustainable landscaping; 
Earthquake, “Climate Kids” lawsuit; Cannabis & hemp; Pollinators; Pesticides, herbicides; 
Cougar, wolves; Ocean health, Fisheries; Forest, wildlife, habitat; Power generation; Alternate 
energy; Hazardous materials. 

4 RACIAL JUSTICE, RACISM, BIPOC (BLACKS, INDIGENOUS, PEOPLE OF COLOR), 
LATINX, IMMIGRATION, CIVIL RIGHTS, CIVIL LIBERTIES, HUMAN RIGHTS, DISABILITIES, 
LEGAL, COMMUNITY, FAMILY, YOUTH, ELDERS, RELIGION, WOMEN, LGBTQ, GENDER 
ISSUES, SEXUAL HARASSMENT: Racial equality and administration of justice; Civil rights, Civil 
liberties; COVID-19; Older adults; Families and children; Youth programs & protection; Domestic-
sexual violence; Immigration-DACA, LatinX community; LGBTQ; Fair housing; Privacy, 
cybersecurity; Religion, churches; Community and charitable events; Older adults; Pets, animal 
rights. 

5 SCHOOLS, EDUCATION: COVID-19 & post-wildfire home learning; Local-state budgets for 
higher ed, community colleges, K-12 education; College affordability; Curriculum, academic 
standards; Student honors; Student activism; Teacher contracts; New schools; Knight Science 
Complex. 

6 SOCIAL SERVICES, LOW-INCOME, HOUSING, HOMELESSNESS: Wildfire housing; COVID-
19; Debate over police funding shifts to social services; Affordable housing; Homeless veterans, 
individuals, families, youth; Homeless “rest stops”; “The Working Poor”; Minimum wage and living 
wages; Community agencies; Mental health; Older adults: Protection, health, housing, finances / 

7 CRIME, SAFETY, POLICING, LAW ENFORCEMENT, ILLEGAL DRUGS: Police funding and 
policing guidelines; Community enforcement, social service funding shift; protests, rioting; 
COVID-19; Drug & alcohol abuse, treatment; Mental health; Traffic safety; Human trafficking; 
Youth protection; School safety; Child abuse; Gangs; Cybersecurity; Severe weather, storms, 
natural disasters; Terrorism. 



 
8 POLITICS, ELECTIONS, GOVERNMENT: COVID-19; Legislative session & emergency funding; 

Federal stimulus, state and local programs; U.S. Capitol insurrection aftermath; Racial justice & 
policing; School funding; Elections; Timber Unity, climate change bills; Biden administration, 
Congress, Federal and state courts; Immigration and border; Health care; Women; Offshore 
drilling, pipelines, oil trains, other environmental matters; Gun control, mass shootings, school 
violence; Mental health treatment; Marijuana and cannabis enforcement; Opioid epidemic; Low-
income, affordable housing; Cybersecurity, data breaches /  

9 TRANSPORTATION: COVID-19; Infrastructure needs and projects, I-105, Franklin Blvd., Local 
repaving; Road and gas fees and taxes; Pedestrian, biker, rider safety; Hiking-biking trails; 
Airlines; Eugene’s airport; Lane Transit District; Hybrid, electric vehicles; Airline disruptions; 
Boeing 737 investigations; Spring-summer travel; Rail safety; Infrastructure bill. 

10 MILITARY, VETERANS, WAR ON TERRORISM: COVID-19; Veterans, jobs, mental health 
(PTSD, suicide, etc.) and homelessness; Military families; Homeland and local security; 
Balancing terrorism with civil rights; National Guard deployments; Oregonians in the military; 
hacking and privacy. 

The 2nd Quarter, 2021, Issues List was formulated by Tracy Berry - KKNU-FM and from previous 
quarters’ ascertainments, conversations, phone calls, and emails with listeners and community leaders. 
As always, the list is updated to reflect developing issues over the course of the quarter. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Low-income, Health, Wildfire Recovery, Community, Social Services, 
Racial Justice, BIPOC 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 04/04/21 and 04/11/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Noreen Dunnels, United Way of Lane County 
Contact information: ndunnells@unitedwaylane.org  
City and State: Eugene-Springfield, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: It’s been a busy 14 months for United Way of Lane 
County, as the non-profit has worked to coordinate relief efforts and other programs 
amid the pandemic, the push for racial and social justice, and the aftermath of the 
September wildfires. Noreen Dunnells outlines some of the key efforts, how they’ve 
raised and dispersed funds, and looks ahead to what’s need in the future. She also 
provides a clear snapshot of community need, including the number of households and 
families facing difficulties affording housing, food, and medical care. 
 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Health, Low-Income, Mental Health 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 04/18/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Deleesa Meashintubby, Volunteers in Medicine Clinic 
Contact information: DMeashintubby@vim-clinic.org  
City and State: Springfield, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: More than 77,000 residents of Lane County do not 
have health insurance. Actually, that number is probably low when you factor in the 
events of the past year—from the pandemic to the September wildfires, all of which 
added to many people’s financial hardships. For some, the Affordable Care Act was 
enough to get them access to the health services they need. But for others, health care 
costs—including deductibles, co-pays, and other out-of-pocket expenses—are still too 
high. When needed care is delayed, existing health conditions can become major health 
problems. And they can become both costly and difficult to treat. And often, the only 
option for low-income individuals becomes a hospital emergency room. Volunteers in 
medicine is a non-profit primary-care medical clinic in Lane County. It’s there for low-
income, underserved adults and their households who cannot afford healthcare 
coverage. The VIM Clinic, as it’s known, provides primary healthcare, women’s 
healthcare, behavioral healthcare, diabetes management, and an onsite pharmacy. The 
organization relies on donations and many volunteers, including local health care 
professionals, ranging from medical specialists to front counter support. Director 
Deleesa Meashintubby brings us up to date on how the VIM Clinic modified its 
operations during the pandemic, including increasing its telehealth options, and how it 
assisted survivors of the Labor Day wildfires. She also talks about efforts to support 
BIPOC communities—people of color and other ethnicities who often have difficulty 
accessing basic healthcare. 
 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Wildfire Recovery, Environment, Health, Safety, Wildlife, Fisheries, 
Community 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 04/25/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Joe Moll, Executive Director, McKenzie River Trust 
Contact information: jmoll@mckenzieriver.org  
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: Conservation, recovery, and planning 50 or even 
100 years down the road. We’re focusing on the Mckenzie River Trust and sitting down 
with its executive director, Joe Moll. The organization works to restore and protect water 
sources across the area, ranging from the McKenzie River to the coast. Because it is a 
land trust, the non-profit works to secure rights to property to protect and enhance it in 
perpetuity. The goal is to preserve and restore habitat for native plants, wildlife, and fish; 
maintain water quality; and provide places for education and recreation. Those efforts 
intensified after the Holiday Farm Fire heavily damaged the McKenzie River drainage. 
Moll talks about that work, as well as efforts elsewhere, including at the confluence of 
the McKenzie and Willamette Rivers, on local wetlands, and coastal creeks. 
 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Transportation, Safety, Recreation 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 05/02/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Patrick Hahn, Team Oregon 
Contact information: Pat.Hahn@oregonstate.edu 
City and State: Corvallis, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: Are you seeing more motorcycles on the road 
these days? Many riders and their bikes are emerging from hibernation to enjoy the 
winter weather. Today on Community Forum, we focus on motorcycle training and 
safety. We chat with Patrick Hahn, one of the coordinators and instructors with Team 
Oregon, the state’s official rider training and education program. If you’re a beginner, 
completing the two-day Team Oregon basic class gets you your motorcycle 
endorsement and a discount on your insurance. If you’re an intermediate or longtime 
rider, take a look at the popular advanced course offerings. Team Oregon has a series 
of Cornering Clinics and other one day offerings to help you shore up your skills. You’ll 
feel more confident on the road and have a lot more fun. May is National Motorcycle 
Safety Awareness Month. Check out Team Oregon’s offerings and recourses at 
http://team-oregon.org/ and see the latest courses and safety tips at http://team-
oregon.org/resources/news/  

 
 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Wildfire Recovery, Safety, Environment, Agriculture, Community. 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 05/09/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Amanda Rau, Lauren Grand – OSU Extension Service in 
Lane County. 
Contact information: amanda.rau@oregonstate.edu ; Lauren.Grand@oregonstate.edu  
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
This morning on Community Forum, we’re having a wide-ranging discussion about 
controlled burns, timber harvests, tree planting, the recovery of the land, and how some 
of those factors affect rebuilding after September’s devastating wildfires. We hear from 
two forestry experts with the Oregon State University Extension Service here in Lane 
County. Our first guest is Amada Rau. She’s the regional fire specialist for the 
Willamette Valley and the Cascades in the Extension’s new Fire Program. She focuses 
in areas where forests, communities, and wildland fire risks intersect. We’re going to 
chat about everything from how the McKenzie Valley will evolve over the next 
generation, to how proscribed burns here in the valley and upriver are helping to restore 
habitat and native plants—and reduce future wildfire risks. And because May is National 
Wildfire Awareness Month, we begin with a discussion about “mitigation” or “defensible 
space”—the process of creating a buffer between you, your home, and any future 
wildfires. When the Holiday Farm Fire tore through a section of the Mckenzie Valley, it 
destroyed homes and businesses, recreational areas, but also stands of timber on lands 
managed both by large firms and smaller woodland owners. Some of those woodland 
owners lost not only their homes but a key source of income in those managed stands. 
How do they move forward? Lauren Grand is the Oregon State University Extension 
Service Forestry Agent for Lane County. She is working with many of those woodland 
owners as they plan for the future.  

KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 



 
ISSUES: Health, Mental Health, Community, Safety 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 05/16/21 and 05/23/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Bob Pelz and Jim McGovern, infectious disease experts, 
PeaceHealth Oregon 
Contact information: via AWilliams5@peacehealth.org  
City and State: Eugene-Springfield, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: No, the COVID-19 vaccine will NOT alter your 
DNA. It will not make you sterile. What it will do is protect you from a devastating virus 
that continues to sweep the planet and sicken and kill people here in Lane County. We 
address some concerns, knock down some persistent misinformation, and talk to two 
experts who specialize in handling public health crises. Our guests include Dr. Bob 
Pelz, an infectious disease specialist with PeaceHealth, and Dr. Jim McGovern, the 
system’s vice-president of medical affairs. They discuss how PeaceHealth and other 
local health care provides have adapted since the early days of the pandemic, how 
they’re promoting vaccination against COVID-19, and counter rumors and outright lies 
about the virus, the illness, and what’s happening locally. 
 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Elders, Families, Safety, Health, Low-Income, Crime 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 05/30/21 and 06/06/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: 
Geoff Clark, lead worker with Adult Protective Services, part of Senior and Disability Services 
of Lane County. 
Contact information: GClark@lcog.org  
City and State: Eugene-Springfield, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: June is National Elder Abuse Awareness Month.  
Geoff Clark with the Lane Council of Governments’ Adult Protective Services Division 
explains how his office investigates and responds to complaints of abuse, whether they 
involve family members, caregivers, or instances where older adults or those with 
disabilities might no longer be able to care for themselves. He outlines various types of 
abuse that fall under those headings, from physical, mental, emotional, and financial, to 
self-neglect. And the offers tips on what to do and what to ask or say if you suspect that 
someone you know is a victim of elder abuse. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Community, Low-Income, Business, Community, Education, Health, 
Wildfire Recovery 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 06/13/21 and 06/20/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: Matt Sayre, Onward Eugene 
Contact information: matts@onwardeugene.org  
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: One thing we’ve learned in the aftermath both of 
the pandemic and the September wildfires is the importance of high=speed internet 
access for work, for school, for low-income households, and for rural communities. 
Local non-profit Onward Eugene is one of many local organizations involved in an effort 
to let people know about a new federal emergency broadband benefit program. It offers 
eligible low-income families a discount on their internet service. And there are a lot of 
different ways that people can qualify. Matt Sayre talks about the program, as well as 
about Onward Eugene’s efforts to support business recovery and expansion, 
developing entrepreneurs, and enhancing business marketing and recruitment. 
 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Economy, Health, Business, Events, Environment 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 06/27/21 and 07/04/21 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name, Title, Organization: 
Andy Vobora, Travel Lane County / Eugene Cascades & Coast: 
Andy@eugenecascadescoast.org 
Crystalyn Frank, Oregon Country Fair: Crystalyn Autuchovich 
crystalyn@oregoncountryfair.org  
City and State: Eugene-Springfield, Oregon / Veneta, Oregon 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: We keep hearing about the pent-up demand for 
travel and tourism as we emerge from the pandemic. At Eugene, Cascades & Coast / 
Travel Lane County, they’re seeing it firsthand. We chat with Andy Vobora, who talks 
about how the local tourism agency is working with businesses and local governments 
to support and promote events. He discusses the challenges and promises of reopening 
in the wake of the early job losses 16 months ago and the shortage of workers now. 
And he talks about how event planners have put together and even held events in 
recent months with robust COVID-19 precautions. Vobora also discusses the 
challenges of supporting and promoting travel and tourism in the McKenzie Valley in the 
wake of the Labor Day wildfires and how the Oregon Coast’s economy stayed fairly 
stable as many during the pandemic stayed close to home for recreation and tourism. 
Then we speak with Crystalyn Frank with the Oregon Country Fair about their decision 
to hold an online virtual event again this summer. It’s an economic blow to the 
communities of Veneta, Elmira, and Noti, which usually see big business during the 
three-day event in July. But Frank explains how the non-profit has continued to provide 
grants to many local organizations and how the event will evolve when it returns next 
year for in-person celebrations. 
 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
04/01/21 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

HEALTH: Frontline workers: If you are in Lane, Benton, Douglas, or Coos County, 
you now are eligible to receive your COVID-19 vaccines. State health officials 
yesterday approved applications from 20 Oregon counties to allow earlier 
immunization of essential workers. Also now eligible in those counties: anyone 
age 16 and older with underlying health conditions as defined by the Oregon 
Health Authority, and people living in what are known as “multigenerational 
households.” These are homes where grandparents, parents, and children reside, 
or where older adults such as grandparents, aunts, and uncles are caring for a 
grandchild, niece, or nephew—basically a relative who is not their own child. 
Frontline workers include people with jobs that put them at higher risk of 
contracting COVID-19 because they work in regular, close contact with others 
who are not part of their household. They are routinely in contact with people 
outside of their household for 15 minutes at a time or more. And they are unable 
to avoid close contact with others or work from home. Who does that include? 
Think of grocery, convenience store, and other retail workers; pharmacy and 
veterinary workers; public transit and school transportation workers. The group 
includes members of the Postal Service; food service workers; employees at 
financial institutions; the people who repair your appliances and computers; 
handle your pet care; clean your home; and run public entities ranging from 
libraries to courts. Frontline workers include people working in housing and 
construction; realtors; many employed in manufacturing; and utility, wastewater 
management, solid waste, and recycling workers. It’s a pretty broad category and 
if you want to see the details to learn whether you qualify, go to the Oregon 
Health Authority’s webpage or my TracyKKNU Facebook page. If you now are 
eligible for vaccination, you may go directly to Lane County’s vaccination 
scheduling webpage at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics The webpage has 
information on how to set appointments at a Lane County Public Health mass-
vaccination event, plus information on many local pharmacies that are accepting 
appointments. ; Lane County Public Health officials said yesterday they were 
notified of 32 new COVID-19 infections. Thirteen patients are hospitalized—an 
increase of four from a day earlier—and two are being treated in Intensive Care. 
Our pandemic death toll remains at 141. The Oregon Health Authority reported 
441 new COVID-19 cases and two new deaths. That puts Oregon at more than 
165,000 infections. Officials say 2,382 Oregonians have died from COVID-related 
causes. State health officials say they are concerned about a recent uptick in 



cases. They say there is a risk of another surge in COVID-19 cases unless 
people continue wearing masks and physically distancing outside of their 
households. / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH, ECONOMY: Oregonians who paid taxes 
on unemployment benefits do not need to file amended returns. Officials with the 
State of Oregon and Internal Revenue Service say they will automatically adjust 
the tax returns of individuals and families who filed their 2020 returns before the 
passage of the federal government’s most recent coronavirus relief bill and are 
now owed refunds from income taxes they paid on jobless benefits. The American 
Rescue Plan, which was signed into law on March 11, allows taxpayers to 
exclude up to $10,200 in unemployment benefits from their 2020 taxable income 
if they have a modified adjusted gross household income of less than $150,000. 
For married couples, each spouse is exempt from paying income taxes on the 
first $10,200 they received in unemployment benefits. The bill created the new tax 
break at the federal level and Oregon is adopting the federal standard. The 
change is expected to affect thousands of Oregonians who already filed their 
federal and state tax returns before the relief bill went into effect. The Oregon 
Department of Revenue said last week that it was still working out the details of 
how it would process the corrections but expected to start adjusting returns this 
week. The department recommends that Oregonians who have yet to file their 
taxes review guidance from the IRS on the new tax break. The deadline for filing 
2020 income tax returns has been extended by both the IRS and the state of 
Oregon until May 17. / LAW ENFORCEMENT: An independent consultant hired 
to a review a high-profile use-of-force case concludes that Springfield Police did 
not do enough to deescalate the situation that left a 33-year-old dead after a 
traffic stop. The consultant’s review, which included more than three dozen 
recommendations, was required as part of the city’s settlement with the family of 
Stacy Kenny. Kenny had a history of schizophrenia. Family members had notified 
police of Kenny’s condition eight months earlier but said that Kenny was not 
hostile and did not have a gun. While a review by the Lane County District 
Attorney’s Office found the 2019 police shooting by a police sergeant was 
justified, the family brought a wrongful death suit, which was settled for $4.5 
million. The incident left two officers with injuries and involved multiple stops as 
Kenny at the end tried to speed away as the sergeant—in the front passenger 
seat—tried to unbuckle Kenny’s seat belt to take him into custody. The incident 
ended with a crash in a parking lot off Springfield’s Olympic Street. The, the DA’s 
report indicates five police rounds struck Kenny, who died at the scene. / CRIME: 
A 42-year-old Eugene man was arrested yesterday following a lengthy standoff at 
a home in the Cal Young neighborhood. No injuries at the residence in the 2000 
block of Tarpon Street. The incident began shortly after two a.m. Wednesday. 
Officials say they received a call about a disorderly subject at the location, where 
the suspect—Nolan Anthony Perkins—lived with a woman who had a no-contact 
order regarding him. Officers say they were able to help get the woman and a 
child out safely. The Eugene Police Crisis Negotiation Team was called in shortly 
after 8:30 yesterday morning along with a K9 unit and the SWAT team after they 
say Perkins refused to leave the residence and barricaded him inside. There was 
information that Perkins had access to firearms in the past and there were 
weapons kept in the home. Around 1 p.m., police deployed gas rounds and 
searched the cluttered home. They say used the police K9 to locate Perkins, who 
was hiding in the closet. He initially was charged with being a Felon in Possession 



of a Firearm. ; The Internal Revenue Service issued a warning this week about a 
phishing scam targeting students and staff at educational institutions who have an 
.edu (say: dot e-d-u) email address. The IRS said it has received complaints 
about the scam aimed at students at both public and private, profit and non-profit 
institutions. The fraudulent emails display the IRS logo and use various subject 
lines, such as “Tax Refund Payment” or “Recalculation of your tax refund 
payment.” The emails ask people to click a link and submit a form to claim their 
refund. The phishing website then requests people provide personal information, 
such as their name, date of birth and Social Security number. Don’t do it! Do not 
click on any links in the email. It is a scam. The IRS said taxpayers who believe 
they may have provided identity thieves with their information should consider 
immediately obtaining an Identity Protection PIN. That is a six-digit number that 
helps prevent identity thieves from filing fraudulent tax returns in the victim’s 
name. Taxpayers who attempt to e-file their tax return and find it rejected because 
a return with their social security number already has been filed might also be 
victims of identity theft and should file an Identity Theft Affidavit reporting the 
incident. / POLITICS: Oregon’s House of Representatives returned to the Capitol 
this week after floor sessions had been cancelled due to multiple COVID-19 
cases, but Republicans continue to use a stalling tactic that Democrats say are 
putting lawmakers’ health at risk. It’s the latest partisan flashpoint in a state where 
Democrats hold strong majorities in both the House and Senate in the Legislature 
but where the GOP has often used extreme means to thwart legislation it doesn’t 
like. For the past two years Republican state senators staged walkouts to deny 
the chamber a quorum. But this year Democrats say a slow-down strategy is 
dangerous because it prolongs people’s possible exposure to COVID-19. ; The 
Oregon Supreme Court has floated a plan that would give state lawmakers an 
extension on a deadline to redraw electoral boundaries because of pandemic-
related delays in U.S. Census data. House Speaker Tina Kotek and Senate 
President Peter Courtney earlier this month asked the state's high court to extend 
the Legislature's redistricting deadline to July 1 but Secretary of State Shemia 
Fagan says the new electoral map can be drawn without the delay. Under the 
court’s tentative plan, lawmakers would have until October 15 to redraw 
legislative districts. The updated Census data is expected Sept. 30 from the 
federal government. / WEATHER, ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT: Gov. Kate 
Brown has declared a drought in southern Oregon's Klamath County. The 
declaration allows state agencies to coordinate and prioritize assistance to the 
region. Brown said Wednesday that the Klamath Basin faces one of the most 
difficult water years in recent memory. A recent federal snow survey found the 
“snow-water equivalent” is 81 percent of a normal year. That could put the region 
at higher risk for wildfires and complicate everything from irrigation to ensuring 
enough water is available in rivers and streams. Brown says moving forward, 
long-term solutions must be sought to the underlying issue of too little water to go 
around in many other Oregon counties. Brown says after last year’s wildfire 
season, officials are closely monitoring drought conditions in the Klamath Basin 
and statewide. / CRIME: A man accused of crimes spanning four states that 
culminated with a shooting in Oregon has been sentenced to 30 years in prison 
and is to be extradited to Colorado to face a murder charge. Matthew Anthony 
Fanelli was sentenced Monday in Roseburg for shooting a former fire chief 
multiple times and pistol-whipping his girlfriend in 2019 while trying to steal their 



car. The 32-year-old Fanelli is also accused of the killing if an Uber driver in 
Colorado, robberies in Wyoming and Utah and a gunbattle in Oregon, where 
officials say he led police on a high-speed car chase. / HEALTH: Pfizer says its 
vaccine continues to be effective against COVID-19 up to six months later. Pfizer 
and its German partner, BioNTech, announced updated results today from their 
ongoing late-stage study of more than 44,000 volunteers. The companies said the 
vaccine was 91 percent effective against symptomatic disease and was even 
more protective in preventing severe disease. Of 927 confirmed COVID-19 cases 
detected through March 13, 77 were among people who received the vaccine and 
850 were among people who got dummy shots. There were no serious safety 
concerns and the vaccine also appeared to work against a variant first detected in 
South Africa, the companies said. The U.K. and U.S. gave the emergency green 
light to roll out Pfizer’s vaccine late last year followed by many other countries. 
The vaccine is authorized for ages 16 and up. This week, the companies said the 
vaccine is safe and strongly protective in kids as young as 12, based on a study 
of 2,260 U.S. volunteers. ; A new report says U.S. deaths last year topped 3.3 
million, the nation’s highest annual death toll. That includes about 375,000 deaths 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
released the report Wednesday. COVID-19 was the third leading cause of U.S. 
deaths in 2020, after heart disease and cancer.  Overall, the year’s death rate 
was up nearly 16 percent compared to the previous year. The COVID-19 death 
rate was highest among Hispanic people. In a separate report, the CDC said its 
review of death certificates confirms the accuracy of the death count for COVID-
19. / SPORTS, POLITICS, LEGAL: A bill introduced by two U.S. Senators would 
require schools to share the profits they make from revenue-generating sports 
with that athletes that play those games. An Associated Press survey of Division I 
athletic directors found 69 percent said they would strongly oppose “being 
required to give college athletes a share of university revenue derived from 
sports.” Another 19.6 percent said they what somewhat oppose sharing athletic 
department revenue with athletes. Almost 77 percent of athletic directors said 
many fewer schools would be competitive in sports if schools had to share 
revenue with athletes and another 13 percent said somewhat fewer schools 
would be competitive. ; The U.S. Supreme Court on Wednesday seemed ready to 
give college athletes a win in a dispute with the NCAA over rules limiting their 
education-related compensation. The high court heard arguments in a case about 
how colleges can reward athletes who play Division I basketball and football. A 
decision in the case is expected before the end of June. Under current NCAA 
rules, students cannot be paid, and the scholarship money colleges can offer is 
capped at the cost of attending the school. The NCAA defends its rules as 
necessary to preserve the amateur nature of college sports. But the former 
athletes who brought the case say the NCAA’s rules are unfair and violate federal 
antitrust law designed to promote competition. The outcome will help determine 
how college athletes are compensated and whether schools can offer tens of 
thousands of dollars in education benefits for things such as postgraduate 
scholarships, tutoring, study abroad opportunities and vocational school 
payments. During an hour and a half of arguments conducted by phone because 
of the coronavirus pandemic, both liberal and conservative justices sounded 
sympathetic to students. A ruling for the former players would not necessarily 
mean an immediate infusion of cash to current college athletes. Still, if the 



athletes were to win, there would be pressure on schools to offer additional 
benefits, and that could create bidding wars for the best players. The NCAA says 
that could turn off fans and erase the distinction between professional and college 
sports. Whatever happens at the high court, changes seem on the way for how 
college athletes are compensated. The NCAA is in the process of trying to amend 
its rules to allow athletes to profit from their names, images and likenesses. That 
would allow athletes to earn money for things like sponsorship deals, online 
endorsement and personal appearances. For some athletes, those amounts 
could dwarf any education-related benefits. /  
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HEALTH: A teacher travels outside our area over Spring Break. The person has 
not been vaccinated. They return to work without being tested for COVID-19. And 
a short time later begin showing symptoms and test positive. Lane County Public 
Health officials say that recent case is a clear example of how the virus can 
spread in our community if residents don’t take precautions. Public health officials 
did not reveal where the teacher works but say they now are monitoring people 
who were exposed to the teacher to see whether they were infected with the 
coronavirus. They also cited a second recent case: A young adult who did not 
realize they had contracted COVID-19. They volunteer at a long-term care facility. 
County public health spokesman Jason Davis said yesterday that these are risks 
that we, as a community, just can’t afford to take. Davis says many of our new 
cases also are tied to social gatherings where a mix of vaccinated and 
unvaccinated people get together—some wearing masks, some not—and 
transmission occurs. Others are occurring in the college-age population. Davis 
says we can avoid the high surges in COVID-19 cases that are occurring 
elsewhere around the country. But he adds that only happens if we remain 
vigilant, continue to wear masks and physically distance, and take other common-
sense precautions. ; Lane County Public Health officials said yesterday they were 
notified of 46 new COVID-19 infections, our highest daily total in more than one 
month. Twelve patients are hospitalized with two of those people being treated in 
Intensive Care. Our pandemic death toll remains at 141. The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 521 new COVID-19 cases and two new deaths. 
Officials say hospitalizations across the state has climbed to their highest level 
since late February. The new cases put Oregon at more than 165,000 infections. 
Officials say 2,385 Oregonians have died from COVID-related causes. State 
health officials say they, too, are concerned about a recent uptick in cases across 
Oregon. They say there is a risk of another surge in COVID-19 cases unless 
people continue wearing masks and physically distancing outside of their 
households. Lane County is holding more mass-vaccination clinics this weekend 
and expects to see many people who on Tuesday became eligible for vaccination. 
They include frontline workers, people over age 16 with underlying health 
conditions, and members of multigenerational households. If you now are eligible 
for vaccination, you may go directly to Lane County’s vaccination scheduling 
webpage at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics ; Are we headed back to more 
pandemic-related restrictions here in Lane County? Public health officials say 



they’re concerned, because they’ve seen an increase in COVID-19 infections 
during the past week. The county last Friday entered the Low-Risk category that 
allowed more indoor capacity for many businesses. But Lane County Public 
Health officials say the latest spike in cases could put us on track for a two-week 
“warning period” from the state and the possibility that the county might be moved 
back into the Moderate Risk or even High-Risk tier. / SPORTS, HEALTH: 
ANOTHER NIGHT OF PREP FOOTBALL ACTION ACROSS Oregon. Still no 
spectators allowed in statdiums because of the pandemic. COVID-19 precautions 
are in place during practice and one the sidelines of the games. ; For the first time 
since it was completed, Eugene’s Hayward Field is about to be used for 
competition. Oregon Track and Field is hosting the Hayward Premiere meet today 
and tomorrow. It is the Ducks’ first home competition in nearly three years, 
between the Hayward Field construction project and the pandemic. The new 
Hayward Field, at 15th and Agate streets on the University of Oregon campus, 
will accommodate the athletes, coaches, and a small number of guests from more 
than one dozen schools for this weekend’s meet. But Oregon Athletics officials 
say if our state and local health numbers improve, a limited number of track and 
field fans might be allowed at later events. Hayward Field and the City of Eugene 
also are continuing their preparations to host the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships, set for June 9-12. / SPORTS: Oregon softball extended its win 
streak to 15 games thanks to another shutout by ace Brooke Yanez. Yanez struck 
out a season-high 15 in a three-hit 2-0 shutout for the No. 3 Ducks at rival Oregon 
State on Thursday in Corvallis. It was the most strikeouts by Yanez, a fourth-year 
junior, since recording 17 against BYU in February of last year and the third-
highest strikeout total in her career. The Ducks and Beavers will play Games Two 
and Three of the rivalry series today at 2:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. Both will air live 
on Pac-12 Network. / ECONOMY, HEALTH, BUSINESS: America’s employers 
unleashed a burst of hiring in March, adding 916,000 jobs in a sign that a 
sustained recovery from the pandemic recession is taking hold as vaccinations 
accelerate, stimulus checks flow through the economy and businesses 
increasingly re-open. The March increase — the most since August — was nearly 
double February’s gain of 468,000. Analysts with the Labor Department said the 
nation’s unemployment rate declined from 6.2 percent to 6 percent. ; Lane 
County’s most recent jobless rate, from February, stood at 6.3 percent. That’s 
well below the devastating jump to 16 percent during the first surge and 
shutdowns of the pandemic. But we’re still far above the county’s ultra-low 3.5 
percent unemployment rate of one year earlier. State employment analysts this 
week said Oregon has recovered 46 percent of the jobs it lost during the 
pandemic recession. But Lane County only has recovered about one-third of the 
jobs it lost. Much of that is because we are heavily reliant on Leisure and 
Hospitality sector. Those businesses include hotels and motels, eating and 
drinking establishments, and tourism-related businesses. All hemorrhaged jobs in 
March and April of last year and still are struggling to come back. In February of 
2020, roughly 6,300 Lane County residents had filed for unemployment benefits. 
By April of last year, that number had better than quadrupled—to more 28,600. In 
February of this year, officials say 11,200 Lane County residents were 
unemployed. ; The Oregon Employment Department is paying most benefits 
under the new federal stimulus bill on time. And they say they are processing 
most new unemployment insurance claims within 21 days of their first being filed. 



But Interim Director David Gernstenfeld says he knows many Oregonians are still 
waiting days and weeks for responses to their phone calls and emails about their 
claims. Gerstenfeld says his agency answered more than 9,000 phone calls last 
week alone, but he knows they are still dealing with a torrent of questions. One 
year after the pandemic slammed the agency, he says the Oregon Employment 
Department is larger, better staffed, and more agile when it comes to adding new 
benefit programs and responding to applicant needs. But he acknowledges there 
are still Oregonians waiting too long for assistance. / RACISM, RACIAL JUSTICE, 
CRIME, POLITICS: The Oregonian and OregonLive report the state Senate voted 
27-1 Thursday to make the display of a noose a crime of intimidation. The bill will 
now move to the House. The bill’s backers say that displaying a noose is a hateful 
act, meant to intimidate and harass. Lane County Senator James Manning, a 
Eugene Democrat, says the display of a noose should have been a crime a long 
time ago. He calls it a “racist relic” and notes that growing numbers of states are 
criminalizing the display of nooses. Hate crimes are on the rise in Oregon, and 
civil rights advocates say their display is a reminder of the more than 4,400 
documented lynchings of African Americans in the U.S. between 1800 and 1950. 
If the Oregon House passes the bill into law, displaying a noose would be 
punishable by up to 364 days in jail, a fine of up to $6,250 or both. / POLITICS: 
This week's House floor sessions in Oregon have been spent listening to a 
computer program read hundreds of pages of proposed bills aloud after 
Republican lawmakers refused to accelerate the process. But, on Thursday, 
House Republican Leader Christine Drazan announced that GOP lawmakers will 
vote to waive the full reading requirement, specifically, for budget bills. 
Republicans have not said if they will suspend reading other, non-budget, bills in 
full. During Tuesday and Wednesday about nine hours were spent reading one 
proposed bill. In years past, both political parties have agreed to skip bill-reading 
— but the action requires two-thirds approval, which has been denied by 
Republicans this session. / SAFETY: Eugene Police say yesterday’s early-
morning crash at Highway 99 and Roosevelt occurred when the driver of a 2009 
Toyota pickup travelling southbound on 99 struck a utility pole supporting both a 
traffic signal and a streetlight. The impact sheared the pole. Police say the 36-
year-old male driver from Eugene was taken to the hospital for treatment of what 
were described as non-life-threatening injuries. Police say excessive speed 
appears to have been a factor. / CRIME: Springfield Police say a 44-year-old 
Roseburg man faces charges multiple charges in connection with stealing a U-
Haul van, fleeing a traffic stop, then leading police on a chase. It ended with him 
being apprehended on Interstate Five near Glenwood early yesterday morning. 
Investigators say officers first spotted the stolen vehicle driven by Jeffrey Scott 
DeWeese on westbound Interstate 105 near Mohawk Boulevard and attempted to 
pull him over near the Pioneer Parkway exit. Instead, they say DeWeese 
accelerated and fled, first exiting at Coburg Road, then getting back on I-105 and 
heading back toward Springfield. Additional officers deployed spike strips to 
deflate the van’s tires. That’s when police say DeWeese spun out, then drove 
onto I-5 heading southbound in the northbound lanes. The pursuit ended near the 
Glenwood exit, where police say DeWeese tried to flee on foot. He was 
apprehended by a Springfield Police K-9 officer. / RECREATION, DISABILITIES: 
It’s an ambitious effort to make Oregon’s parks more accessible to visitors with 
disabilities and those of us just needing an easier time getting around. The 



Oregon Parks and Recreation Department has finalized plan to make parks more 
accessible by removing barriers or enhancing locations. It comes after a survey 
determined that access barriers exist at nearly every park, from outdated doors 
and cramped restrooms to limited spots in parking lots. There were more than 
4,800 locations identified as needing fixes or improvements. In July, state parks 
crews will begin eliminating barriers in an effort that will continue for the next 25 
years. In some locations, they’ll rebuild trails and viewpoints, upgrade 
campground facilities, and construct ramps and other features to better comply 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act. /  
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HEALTH, RELIGION, EVENTS, COMMUNITY: It was a socially distanced Easter 
as community groups stepped up over the weekend to offer activities for children. 
There were limits on the numbers of participants for Easter egg hunts at places 
like Eugene’s Civic Park and Willamalane’s traditional events in Springfield. 
Churches held multiple smaller religious services or moved many gatherings 
outdoors.  / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: State officials on Friday further expanded 
COVID-19 vaccination eligibility. Among the notable additions: family members of 
Frontline workers. The list of underlying health conditions is also greatly 
expanded and now includes smokers, former smokers, and others. Leaders of the 
Oregon Health Authority say all adults ages 16 and older will become eligible no 
later than May 1. Vaccine supplies remain limited, so becoming eligible does not 
guarantee there is a vaccine dose immediately available. But Lane County Public 
Health and its local partners, including many healthcare providers and 
pharmacies, often have spots available or waiting lists. Lane County held more 
mass-vaccination clinics over the weekend. If you now are eligible for vaccination, 
you may go directly to Lane County’s vaccination scheduling webpage. / 
HEALTH: More indications over the weekend that we might be headed back to 
more pandemic-related restrictions here in Lane County: On Saturday, Lane 
County Public Health was notified of 39 new COVID-19 infections and one new 
death. On Sunday, they were notified of 43 infections and another new death. 
Nine local patients remain hospitalized, with one of those in Intensive Care. 
Officials say 180 Lane County residents remain infectious. Our pandemic death 
toll stands at 143. The most recently confirmed deaths include a 58-year-old man 
and a 90-year-old man. Local health officials say they’re concerned, because 
they’ve seen an increase in COVID-19 infections during the past week. The 
county on March 26 entered the Low-Risk category that allowed more indoor 
capacity for many businesses. But Lane County Public Health officials say the 
latest spike in cases could put us on track for a two-week “warning period” from 
the state and the possibility that the county might be moved back into the 
Moderate Risk or even High-Risk tier. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday on 
Saturday reported 476 new COVID-19 cases and six new deaths, then another 
404 new cases on Sunday and one death. Officials say hospitalizations across 
the state have climbed to their highest level since late February. The new cases 
put Oregon at more than 165,000 infections. Officials say 2,385 Oregonians have 
died from COVID-related causes. ; As vaccine administration continues to ramp 



up in Oregon, health officials said Friday they are concerned about the increasing 
surge of COVID-19 cases in the state and variants of the virus. During the past 
two weeks, Oregon's COVID-19 case count rates have been rising. The week of 
March 22 coronavirus cases increased by 28 percent from the previous week, 
based on the Oregon Health Authority's COVID-19 report that was released 
Wednesday. During a media briefing on Friday, Governor Kate Brown and state 
health leaders said it was clear that the fourth surge of the pandemic is at our 
doorstep. Leaders of the Oregon Health Authority said that if more contagious 
variants take hold in Oregon, our state’s COVID-19 transmission rate could 
increase by 20 percent this month. A rise in cases is not just a concern in Oregon. 
Earlier this week, the head of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
pleaded with Americans not to let their guard down in the fight against COVID-19, 
warning of a potential fourth wave of the virus and saying she has a recurring 
feeling “of impending doom.” Brown said that while Oregon's increase is not as 
large as spikes in other states, the issue has put officials and Oregonians “back 
on alert.” Officials say that if cases continue to rise, some counties may move 
back a risk level, in which stricter restrictions are implemented. Lane County is 
one of them, based on our growing recent case totals. So far, 17 percent of 
Oregonians have been fully vaccinated. ; Oregon's top public health official says 
the governor needs to, quote, "start raising a ruckus" over what he sees as an 
unfair allocation of COVID-19 vaccine doses sent to Oregon by the federal 
government compared to other states. The Oregonian and OregonLive reported 
on Friday that Oregon Health Authority Director Patrick Allen said in a letter to 
Governor Kate Brown that if Oregon were to receive the same amount of vaccine 
doses per capita as California, our state could have vaccinated an additional 
150,000 residents by now. Other state totals, says Allen, further highlight the 
difference. He says if Oregon received as many per-capita vaccine doses as 
Kansas, 227,000 additional Oregonians would vaccinated; if we were receiving 
distributions on the per-capita level of Wyoming, an additional 370,000 
Oregonians would be inoculated. Oregon's vaccine allocation from the federal 
government is coming into sharper focus following reporting by The Oregonian 
and OregonLive, which last month showed the state falling lagging in vaccination 
doses administered compared to other states. Oregon ranked 39th in doses 
administered per capita from Feb. 14 to March 14 despite receiving middle-of-the 
pack allocations at the time. Allen wrote about his struggles to get an explanation 
for what seems like an "extremely inequitable" process. After Allen highlighted the 
apparent disparities to the governor's office, officials say they contacted the White 
House COVID-19 Response Team, as did staffers for governors in several other 
states. That prompted a meeting Thursday morning with the Biden Administration 
in which officials from Oregon and other states asked for greater transparency 
and explanations, according to the governor’s spokesperson, Charles Boyle. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's website says vaccines are allocated 
based on the adult population of each state. The website also acknowledges 
factors that might lead to one state receiving more: Doses that are sent directly by 
the federal government to tribes and federal entities such as the Veterans 
Administration and military bases, for example. Oregon's public health officials 
say they don't have detailed data to show if Oregon is getting shorted even after 
accounting for extra doses that went to tribes and other entities. But it's clear that 
more doses are going to states with, for example, high populations of indigenous 



people associated with tribes. Despite the lower distribution of vaccine doses, 
Oregon has the fourth-lowest number of cases and fifth-lowest number of deaths 
since the pandemic began. ; Firefighters in Lake Oswego weren't prepared for the 
crowds that greeted them when they returned from a vaccine clinic in Molalla with 
dozens of extra COVID-19 vaccine doses. Word had gotten out on social media 
that 130 extra doses needed to be used before they expired, and firefighters 
found a line several blocks long when they returned to the station on Wednesday 
night. Staff administered all the doses and finished the final shot sometime 
around 10:30 p.m. after working 12-hours shifts. Officials maintained a formal wait 
list of people looking for shots, but officials say the excess doses easily exceeded 
the names on the list. / ECONOMY, GOVERNMENT: Seven Democratic 
governors, including Oregon’s Kate Brown, are calling on President Biden to lift 
the $10,000 cap on state and local tax deductions that was a part of former 
President Trump’s massive 2017 tax law. In a letter sent to Biden on Friday, they 
argued that Democratic-run states and their taxpayers were disproportionately 
targeted. The letter comes a little more than a week after U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen agreed to work with Congress on a way to remedy the “inequities” 
the cap has caused. The governors of Oregon, California, Hawaii, New York, New 
Jersey, Connecticut, and Illinois co-signed the letter. / CRIME: What started as an 
investigation into a stolen vehicle turned into a massive drug bust at locations in 
Elmira and Veneta last week. Lane County Sheriff’s Office investigators say they 
seized 18 firearms, cash, 465 bags of psilocybin mushrooms, dozens of pounds 
of illegal marijuana hash oil, hundreds of pounds of dried marijuana, and the 
stolen pick-up. Officials say properties had been converted to house an illegal 
Butane Marijuana Hash Oil extraction lab and an illegal growing facility for 
hallucinogenic psilocybin mushrooms. Because of the scope of the raids and the 
explosive, highly flammable nature of the butane hash oil process, the Sheriff's 
Office was assisted by the Oregon State Police and Federal Drug Enforcement 
Agency. Officials said no suspects were taken into custody at the time of the 
raids, but the investigation is continuing. ; Eugene Police on Friday evening 
arrested a 42-year-old man after he became upset and assaulted his mother, 
grabbing her by the throat and pushing her face into a wall. Investigators say 
they’d been called by the staff at CAHOOTS to assist with a mental health call at 
the home, located in the 1900 block of Hawkins Lane. Officials say the suspect, 
Daolo Paul Zaludmackie, earlier had been reported running around the yard 
partially clothed, and later went inside the residence and used a tool to damaging 
items in the house. The man’s mother said she had been unable to calm him as 
usual and he did not recognize her. Police saw the victim was outside the 
residence when they arrived an after spending more than an hour trying to 
contact the suspect, they received permission to enter the residence and arrested 
Zaludmackie. / SAFETY: Oregon State Police say a 43-year-old Eugene man 
died Friday morning in a single-vehicle motorcycle crash. It happened shortly 
before 7 a.m. when, for an unknown reason, investigators say the Harley-
Davidson motorcycle driven by Travis Weyer left the roadway on Hwy 58 near the 
Interstate 5 northbound on-ramp and crashed. ; A person walking on the tracks in 
Eugene was struck and killed by a train. It happened around 2:45 Friday 
afternoon. Officials said a man in his mid-50s was reportedly walking on the train 
tracks and was hit by an oncoming train near Chambers Street and Railroad 
Boulevard. Investigators said the train had activated its horn and whistle and 



applied emergency breaks. The man appeared not to hear and was struck. The 
pedestrian’s name is not being released until relatives are notified. / CRIME: One 
woman was arrested in connection with an armed dispute over a vehicle, three 
other people for interfering with a police officer during a Friday night incident in 
the 1200 block of Highway 99-North. It happened while police were taking the 
suspect, 24-year-old Jobe Lee Gaffney Corbin, into custody for Unlawful Use of a 
Weapon and Menacing allegedly connected to the dispute. But when two officers 
attempted to take Corbin into custody, police say a man at the residence, 24-
year-old Joseph Steven Vicari, Jr., tried to grab Corbin from the officers’ custody. 
Police said a 19-year-old woman, Constance JuneRose Vicari, also rushed out of 
the house at police officers, swinging and flailing her arms, hitting them, ignoring 
commands, and pushing, kicking, pulling and grabbing at officers in an active 
attempt to stop Corbin from being arrested. Police said Vicari was pepper sprayed 
and fled inside of the house and that other residents were screaming at officers. 
At one point, police said Corbin kicked at officers, broke away and ran into the 
house. He was momentarily subdued by a Taser and fell inside of the residence. 
Corbin was taken back outside, then officers say he again tried to get away. He 
was taken back into custody after a struggle with two officers. A short time later, a 
neighbor identified as 40-year-old Andreas Crispian Dombrowski, walked into the 
perimeter of the scene despite repeated police commands not to do so and stood 
in front of the access route to the residence. Officers said he appeared 
intoxicated. He was arrested without incident for Interfering with a Police Officer. / 
SAFETY: Eugene Police recovered a body on Friday afternoon from the 
Willamette River. He is described as a man in his 50s and was located in the 
water near the banks of the Willamette River close to Skinner’s Butte Park, 
upstream from the playground. Eugene-Springfield Fire was in the area practicing 
water rescues and assisted in the recovery of the body. The man’s name is being 
withheld until his family is notified. The Lane County Medical Examiner will 
determine cause of death. / ECONOMY, GOVERNMENT: The Oregon 
Department of Revenue is reminding taxpayers the filing and payment deadline 
for 2020 Corporate Activity Tax returns is April 15. The CAT was created by the 
Oregon Legislature in 2019 to increase funding for education. It is a calendar-year 
tax and is based on a business’s commercial activity—the total amount realized 
by a taxpayer from the transactions and activity in the regular course of their 
business in Oregon. Businesses with commercial activity in excess of $1 million in 
2020 must file a CAT return by April 15. Businesses with more than $1 million in 
taxable commercial activity will have Corporate Activity Tax to pay. Taxpayers 
with over $1 million in commercial activity but less than $1 million in taxable 
commercial activity must file a return, but they do not have to pay tax. The tax is 
$250 plus 0.57 percent of commercial activity greater than $1 million after 
subtractions. The Department of Revenue honored good-faith efforts to comply 
with the CAT by businesses negatively affected by the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2020. Penalties will not be assessed for underestimated quarterly payments or for 
not making a quarterly payment for the Corporate Activity Tax, if businesses did 
not have the financial ability to make the estimated payment. However, payment 
of 2020 CAT liability is due in full April 15. Businesses can, with good cause, seek 
an extension to file. An extension to file is not an extension to pay tax owed. / 
RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: They were postponed one year because of the 
pandemic. But a reminder from the Willamette and Deschutes National Forests 



for those of you planning a trip into the Three Sisters, Mt. Washington, and Mt. 
Jefferson Wilderness areas: You may begin applying for those limited-entry 
permits for the Central Cascades Wilderness area on Tuesday (April 6) for use 
between May 28 and September 24. The “Central Cascades Wildernesses 
limited-entry system” is designed to control overcrowding along 19 of the 79 trails 
and overnight spots in those popular Wilderness areas. The idea: Ensure the 
wilderness actually looks and feels like wilderness. There are some exceptions for 
Pacific Crest Trail hikers, volunteers, and hunters. More information about the 
permits can be found at https://go.usa.gov/xsrZF The reservation window for the 
permits opens at 7 a.m. tomorrow at www.Recreation.gov The Forest Service 
encourages everyone to, quote, “go online, don’t stand in line.” Day-use permits 
are $1.00 per person. Overnight-use permits are $6.00 per trip. Overnight permits 
can include up to 12 people for a trip of up to 14 days. Processing fees will be 
applied to the permits regardless of how they are reserved. Permits will be 
available in the following allotments: Overnight Use Availability: 40 percent full 
season available on April 6. 60 percent available on a 7-day rolling window. Day 
Use Availability: 20-50 percent of a trailhead’s full season will be available on 
April 6. 50-80 percent of a trailhead’s permits will be available on a 7-day rolling 
window to allow for people to take more spontaneous trips. Reservations also can 
be made by calling 1-877-444-6777. Individuals can also get permits at 
Deschutes and Willamette National Forest offices, but it should be noted due to 
COVID, National Forest offices may be closed to the public. Call ahead to make 
sure it is open. / RECREATION, WILDLIFE: Heading to the coast this spring? 
Enjoy the salt air, the surf and the sand, but be sure to keep an eye out for 
closures along some stretches of Oregon’s beaches to protect nesting snowy 
plover. The seasonal closures began March 15 and continue through September 
15. Beachgoers will see signs and ropes that identify sensitive plover nesting 
areas and list restrictions to protect the small shorebirds during this period. Plover 
beaches remain open to foot and equestrian traffic on wet, packed sand 
throughout nesting season.  All other recreation on plover beaches is off limits on 
both wet and dry sand, include walking your dog (even on a leash), driving a 
vehicle, riding a bicycle, camping, fires, and flying kites or drones. The small birds 
nest on open sand along Oregon’s beaches. Nests, and especially chicks, are 
well-camouflaged. During nesting season, human disturbances can flush adult 
plovers away from their nests as they attempt to defend their young from the 
perceived predator. Left alone too long, or too often, eggs or chicks can die from 
exposure, predators or people. Recreation restrictions occur in small stretches of 
beach along the entire coastline where plovers are nesting or could potentially 
nest. These areas collectively comprise about 45 miles of Oregon's 362 miles of 
shoreline. Visitors still have access to hundreds of miles of Oregon beaches that 
have no seasonal restrictions. By planning your trip, you can enjoy the coast and 
help keep these special birds safe. Get maps and updates from the Oregon State 
Parks, Siuslaw National Forest, and Oregon Dunes National Recreation area 
websites. / SPORTS, HEALTH: U.S. Soccer, Major League Soccer and the 
National Women’s Soccer League are joining a trial program to address 
concussions. Teams will be allowed two additional substitutes for head injuries in 
each match. The International Football Association Board, which sets the rules for 
the game, approved the trial for concussion substitutes last December. It is 
expected to run through August 2022. FIFA is considering whether the 



concussion rule will be used at the Tokyo Olympics this summer. / SPORTS: An 
Associated Press survey of Division I athletic directors found that nearly 73 
percent believe allowing athletes to be compensated for use of their name, image 
or likeness will decrease the number of schools that have a chance to be 
competitive in college sports. Nearly 28 percent said many fewer schools would 
be competitive. Most of those surveyed were from smaller schools and not in the 
Power Five conferences. One participant says NIL rights are a game changer for 
college athletics. Others say the concerns are overblown. The NCAA is trying to 
change its rules regarding NIL and compensation for athletes, but the process 
has bogged down under scrutiny from the Justice Department. The clock is ticking 
on the NCAA. Dozens of states are forcing the issue with bills that will grant 
college athletes NIL rights as early as July. Efforts to put a federal law in place 
and avoid that situation seem on the slow track in Congress. /  
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HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: All Oregonians will become eligible for COVID-19 
vaccination on Monday, April 19—two weeks ahead of schedule. Oregon was one 
of handful of states that still had May 1 as the date to expand eligibility to all 
adults. Frontline workers and members of their households currently are eligible 
for vaccination, along with adults ages 16 and older with any of a wide range of 
underlying health conditions. But President Joe Biden is set to announce later 
today that he is shaving about two weeks off his May 1 deadline for states to 
make all adults eligible for coronavirus vaccines starting April 19. Many states 
have already expanded eligibility to adults ages 16 and older. And minutes after 
word of the planned White House announcement, Oregon Governor Kate Brown 
announced the state would move the eligibility date for all adults over age 16 to 
April 19 to meet the national guidelines. Biden is also expected to announce that 
150 million doses have been put into people’s arms since his inauguration on Jan. 
20. That puts the president well on track to meet his new goal of 200 million shots 
administered by April 30 — his 100th day in office. Biden’s original goal had been 
100 million shots in arms by the end of his first 100 days. But eligibility isn’t the 
same as actually being vaccinated. And until the larger shipments of COVID-19 
vaccine doses arrive, appointments are still hard to come by in many areas. White 
House officials said Monday that close to 1 in 3 Americans—including more than 
40 percent of adults—have received at least one dose of coronavirus vaccine. 
Nearly 1 in 4 adults are fully vaccinated. Among older people, 75 percent have 
now received at least one shot, and more than 55 percent of them are fully 
vaccinated. ; A fresh push to encourage COVID-19 vaccination from the nation’s 
first “Second Gentleman.” Doug Emhoff, the husband of Vice-President Kamala 
Harris came to Eugene yesterday, part of his tour across the nation to encourage 
Americans—particularly those in underserved and vulnerable groups, to be 
vaccinated against the coronavirus. Emhoff was accompanied by Oregon 
Governor Kate Brown and Fourth District Congressman Peter DeFazio as he met 
with vaccination workers and community members at the White Bird Clinic’s site 
at Eugene’s WOW Hall. The non-profit medical provider is vaccinating people by 
appointment at the downtown location at 8th and Lincoln Streets with the help of 
dozens of local clinicians and support staff who have volunteered their time to 
help with the effort. White Bird officials say they expanded the vaccination effort 
earlier this year to help ensure that communities of color—who have been more 
heavily affected by the pandemic—have equitable access to vaccine doses. The 



federal Health Center Vaccine Program provides White Bird with a direct supply 
of all three vaccines. White Bird coordinators say they have vaccinated more than 
2,500 people, approximately 40 percent of whom identify as non-white, in a state 
that is 75 percent white. The community medical team also is partnering with 
organizations serving communities of color, to create mobile vaccination clinics. 
Nationally, the vaccination rate of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color—or 
BIPOC individuals—is roughly half that of whites, even though their COVID-19 
infection and death rates are far higher. White Bird has partnered with Centro 
Latino Americano, Downtown Languages, St. Mark CME church, Huerto de la 
Familia, and 8:46 Justice Today to mobilize their constituents and promote 
vaccination. The Community Center for the Performing Arts/WOW Hall along with 
PeaceHealth, Pacific Source, and the Lane Community Health Council also 
contribute critical support. Nurses, doctors, dentists, pharmacists and other 
medically trained community members volunteer to administer vaccines. ; There 
is a new tribal clinic in Santa Clara area: the Ko-Kwel Wellness Center-Eugene. It 
is operated by members of the Coquille tribe. On Wednesday, April 7, its staff is 
offering COVID-19 vaccinations to Native American and Alaska Native residents 
of Lane County. Participants will receive their first dose of Moderna vaccine and 
may schedule the second dose for four weeks later. All enrolled members of 
federally recognized tribes and their households are eligible to receive the 
vaccine at this or other Coquille Tribe clinics if they are 18 or older and reside in 
Lane, Douglas, Jackson, Coos or Curry County. To learn more, visit 
www.coquilletribe.org or go to the vaccination clinic page at 
https://www.coquilletribe.org/?page_id=8526 Scroll down through the list to see 
information on the April 7 event in Eugene. You may schedule your vaccination 
appointment on the website and get answers to frequently asked questions. / 
HEALTH: Lane County Public Health yesterday was notified of 34 new COVID-19 
infections but no new deaths. Ten local patients remain hospitalized, with one of 
those in Intensive Care. Officials say 204 Lane County residents remain 
infectious. Our pandemic death toll stands at 143. The Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday reported 248 new COVID-19 cases and two new deaths. The new 
cases put Oregon at more than 167,000 infections. Officials say 2,394 
Oregonians have died from COVID-related causes. ; (TB-OregonLive) – How 
much demand is there for COVID-19 vaccine doses in the Portland area? The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report that when 7,500 appointments became 
available for booking first thing yesterday morning, they were snapped up in 30 
minutes. Thousands more Portland-area residents tried to log onto the 
appointment portal, freezing the system. Oregon this week greatly expanded 
vaccination eligibility to include frontline workers, their household members, and a 
broader list of qualifying underlying health conditions for those age 16 and older. 
All Oregonians ages 16 and older become eligible for vaccination on May 1, 
although doses for everyone will not be available immediately. / HEALTH, 
HOMELESSNESS, GOVERNMENT: More money is coming to Lane County to 
help assist those who are unhoused or at risk of becoming homeless because of 
the pandemic. Leaders with Oregon Housing and Community Services yesterday 
announced a second round of more than $40 million in statewide emergency 
grants. The three dozen recipients serve communities of color, veterans, women 
and families, youth, and include both governmental entities and community 
organizations. Locally, the grants include $6.7 million to Lane County 



Government, and $317,000 to SquareOne Villages. / ELDERS, ECONOMY, 
GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Social Security recipients and other federal 
beneficiaries who don’t normally file a tax return should expect their coronavirus 
relief payments soon. The federal government began distributing the third round 
of economic impact payments in mid-March to millions of Americans. But a 
paperwork delay temporarily held up payments to Social Security, Supplemental 
Security Income and Railroad Retirement Board beneficiaries who did not file a 
2019 or 2020 tax return or did not use the tool made available on IRS website for 
non-filers. The IRS said Tuesday that it expects payments will be sent to those 
beneficiaries starting tomorrow (April 7). The government needed updated 
beneficiary information to begin distributing the latest round of payments. After 
receiving data from the Social Security Administration, the IRS began reviewing, 
validating, and testing tens of millions of records to ensure eligibility and proper 
calculation of the payments. Because the majority of the payments will be 
disbursed electronically, many will see them in their financial accounts first thing 
tomorrow morning. The IRS updates its Get My Payment tool for eligible 
individuals once their payment is processed. The agency notes that the tool on 
IRS.gov will not be updated until this coming weekend with information for federal 
beneficiaries expecting payments next week. The IRS said it is still reviewing data 
received for Veterans Affairs benefit recipients and expects to determine a 
payment date and provide more details soon. Those payments might be 
disbursed later this month. / RELIGION, HEALTH, LOW-INCOME: Oregon is 
home to more than 154,000 members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints. Many are based in Eugene-Springfield and the surrounding region. And 
on Sunday, L-D-S church leaders announced plans to build a temple in Eugene, 
part of a global effort to construct 20 new temples in the coming years. No details 
on location or timeline. But it will be the third Latter-Day Saints temple in 
Oregon—with other temples in Lake Oswego and Medford. L-D-S temples are 
located in key regions, providing a place for specific rituals and supporting 
congregations in local wards and stakes. In addition to Eugene, other new temple 
locations announced on Sunday include eight other locations in the Western U.S. 
and international sites including Cape Town, Africa, and Oslo, Norway. / 
WILDLIFE, COMMUNITY, EVENTS: The Lane County Audubon Society is 
staging a socially distanced version of its annual Spring bird-watching event 
outside Agate Hall, at 18th and Agate Streets in Eugene, on Friday, April 9, and 
Friday, April 16. The birdwatchers meet at 7:30 p.m.—just before sunset. Tiny 
birds known as the Vaux’s (say VAUKS) Swifts use the chimney to roost for the 
night. The swifts have feet that are like Nature’s equivalent of Velcro and allow 
them to grip the inner vertical walls of the old chimney while they roost and sleep. 
In some years, observers see thousands of birds entering the chimney, looking 
like an avian tornado. But there are no guarantees. The numbers of overnighting 
swifts vary from day-to-day, year-to-year. The swifts are amazing travelers: They 
fly to Central and South America each winter. Lane Audubon members will share 
information about the Vaux’s (VAUKS) Swifts. Look for the Lane County Audubon 
Society in the parking lot at 17th and Agate Streets. Stop by to enjoy this annual 
natural phenomenon. The event is free and open to the public. More info about 
Vaux's Swifts can be found on the Audubon Society’s website: 
http://www.laneaudubon.org/ Call 541-485-2473 for more information. / LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: When a police 



officer knelt on the neck of George Floyd in Minneapolis, other officers at the 
scene didn't intervene, even while he said he couldn't breathe and then stopped 
moving. That lack of action, seen in videos being replayed in former Officer Derek 
Chauvin's murder trial, sparked nationwide protests against racial injustice. It has 
also led several states to compel police to intervene in misconduct. Since Floyd's 
death, four states have passed laws requiring police to intervene when they see a 
fellow officer engaged in misconduct. Oregon's Legislature passed its own bill in a 
special session last year requiring intervention by an officer witnessing police 
misconduct. It also requires officers to report abuses to "a supervisor." This year, 
lawmakers are making a few changes to the new law to strengthen how the 
complaints are handled. It requires complaints to be filed with a direct supervisor 
of the reporting officer, their chain of command or with the Oregon Department of 
Public Safety Standards and Training, which licenses law enforcement officers 
across the state. The bill sets a three-month deadline for investigations to be 
completed. Under the bill, if an investigation confirms misconduct occurred, the 
officer's unit must notify the state’s licensing authority, which would be tasked with 
establishing a database for reports of misconduct. Failure by an officer to 
intervene or report misconduct is grounds for disciplinary action. The employer 
may not retaliate against a reporting officer. / SPORTS: The Baylor men’s 
basketball program is the NCAA Tournament champion. Baylor took down 
previously undefeated Gonzaga 86-70. The Zags were on their heels earlier as 
the Bears ran up a 19-point lead. Gonzaga never recovered. The Zags and Head 
Coach Mark Few—a Creswell native and 1981 Creswell High School graduate—
were attempting to become the first team since the 1976 Indiana Hoosiers to go 
undefeated in Division I men’s hoops. Instead, they are the first team to see a 
perfect run end during a title game since Larry Bird’s Indiana State squad lost to 
Magic Johnson and Michigan State in 1979. ; He took the OSU Men’s Basketball 
team all the way to the Elite Eight. Now, Oregon State Athletics and Head Coach 
Wayne Tinkle have agreed to a three-year extension of his contract. That gives 
the 55-year-old Tinkle a six-year pact with OSU that will expire after the close of 
the 2026-2027 season. No financial details being released. As the pandemic 
slammed athletic department finances, Tinkle and other OSU coaches gave up 
their tournament bonuses to help make ends meet. For Tinkle, that NCAA 
Tournament bonus would have totaled $450,000. /  
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HOMELESSNESS, SAFETY: One person was taken to the hospital after an early-
morning fire in a homeless camp off Club Road under the north end of Eugene’s 
Ferry Street Bridge set off more than one dozen small propane cannisters. It was 
reported shortly before 4 a.m., prompting a large fire and police response as 
witnesses said the loud pops of the exploding propane cannisters sounded like 
gunfire. A Eugene Police lieutenant tells KVAL-TV they had been stored together 
in a small outbuilding. No word on what caused the fire, which also damaged an 
unknown number of tents in the homeless camp. The Ferry Street Bridge was 
closed for about 45 minutes while emergency crews battled the flames and 
evacuated the camp. The roadway reopened around 4:20 this morning, but some 
traffic delays are still possible on Club Road as the investigation and cleanup 
continue. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: Lane County: We have two 
weeks to turn things around, or local businesses will be returning to a tighter level 
of COVID-19 related restrictions. State officials confirmed yesterday that Lane 
County’s growing number of coronavirus infections and deaths are putting us into 
what’s known as a two-week “Warning Period.” If we can reverse the trend 
through mask-wearing, physical distancing, and avoiding gatherings with those 
outside our households, Lane County will be able to remain at the Low Risk level. 
But if cases continue to rise, the county will on April 23 would return to the 
Moderate Risk category. That would mean reduced indoor capacity for eating and 
drinking establishments, indoor fitness and entertainment businesses, and retail 
businesses. Lane County Public Health officials say we’ve reversed these 
COVID-19 infection trends in the past and we can do it again. But it means not 
letting our guard down, even as more people become vaccinated against the 
virus. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health spokesman Jason Davis says most 
of our new COVID-19 cases are coming through multiple-household gatherings 
and large parties. A smaller number of cases are tied to workplace transmission. 
Davis shared an example of one recent outbreak, where four members of one 
household hosted 12 members of another extended household. The hosts did not 
realize that all four of them had COVID-19. The attendees said masking and 
distancing had not been a big priority. In the aftermath of the gathering, ten 
people were infected and two wound up hospitalized. Lane County Public Health 
officials say many of the large parties where transmission is occurring involve 
groups of between 20 and 50 people. And they’re groups of all ages—not just 
college-aged. The parties share common themes: Alcohol is served, people let 



their guard down, they take off their masks, hug one-another, spend longer 
periods of time talking without social distancing. Davis says there’s no way to 
have that sort of gathering and prevent transmission if one or more attendees are 
contagious. County officials also continue to discourage out-of-are travel until the 
state and the nation’s COVID-19 surge eases. If you must travel, they encourage 
you to be tested on your return and self-quarantine until you receive a negative 
result. ; The surge in COVID-19 cases locally and statewide continues. Lane 
County Public Health yesterday was notified of 35 new COVID-19 infections and 
one new death. Nine local patients remain hospitalized, with two of those in 
Intensive Care. Officials say 210 Lane County residents remain infectious. Our 
pandemic death toll is now 144. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 
544 new COVID-19 cases and 33 new deaths. The new cases put Oregon at 
more than 167,600 infections. Officials say 2,427 Oregonians have died from 
COVID-related causes. / HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, POLITICS: A measure that 
would reinstate and extend Oregon’s moratorium on foreclosures during the 
COVID-19 pandemic until Sept. 1 on Tuesday passed the state’s House of 
Representatives. Unlike the bill that was passed by lawmakers last June, the new 
legislation would not protect commercial property owners — those who own more 
than five properties or properties with more than four housing units. The 
moratorium would be retroactive back to Dec. 3 and could be extended until the 
end of 2021 by the governor. The latest bill, which passed in the House 38-21, 
moves to the state Senate. “I assure you that Oregonians need this sort of 
protection. Without it, I fear that we face even more economic distress,” said Rep. 
Paul Holvey, a Democrat representing Eugene. “More Oregonians will become 
homeless if this bill does not pass.” In March, more than six percent — or more 
than 65,000 Oregon homeowners — said they were not caught up on their 
mortgage payments, based on the United States Census Bureau’s most recent 
Household Pulse Survey. Opponents of the foreclosure moratorium bill argue that 
it could cause serious problems for Oregon’s housing market by chilling the ability 
of lenders. Foreclosures are also an already lengthy process and, if passed, the 
bill could cause some lenders to possibly wait upwards of two years for payments, 
officials say. Financial hardships during the COVID-19 pandemic have only 
aggravated the state’s ongoing housing crisis and as a result has been a top 
priority for lawmakers, even prior to this legislative session. In December, during a 
special legislative session, lawmakers extended Oregon’s eviction moratorium 
through June 30, 2021, and established a $200 million in relief for landlords and 
tenants. However, the foreclosure moratorium was not extended — leaving some 
homeowners concerned about how they would make their payments. However, 
many homeowners are currently protected from foreclosures by federal 
moratoriums and the CARES Act provide for protections for homeowners with a 
federally backed loan. But a report from the National Housing Law Project states 
that about 30 percent of single-family mortgages, or roughly 14.5 million loans 
nationwide, are not backed or owned by a federal agency and not covered by the 
federal moratorium. “The Legislature has taken incredibly important actions in the 
last year to designate rental assistance for tenants and landlords, as well as to 
impose an eviction moratorium that will keep Oregonians in their homes during 
the worst public health crisis of their lifetimes,” said Rep. Julie Fahey, a Democrat 
representing West Eugene and Junction City. “While thousands of Oregonians 
are being vaccinated every day, we are still very much at risk of a fourth wave of 



this virus and our unemployment rate remains high.” / HEALTH, BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENT: A Grants Pass diner has been fined almost $18,000 for what 
state regulators called a "willful" violation of COVID-19 rules. The Grants Pass 
Daily Courier reports Oregon Occupational Safety and Health said Gold Miner 
Restaurant allowed indoor dining on or about Feb. 14 at a time when it was illegal 
and continued to do so illegally for almost a month. The agency says Oregon 
OSHA’s administrator exercised his discretionary authority under state law to 
issue a $17,800 fine — double the minimum penalty for such a violation. A fine of 
$100 also was issued for a mask violation. It wasn't immediately known if the 
restaurant plans to appeal the fine. / CRIME: A man with ties to Junction City and 
Tangent has been sentenced to 204 years in jail for repeatedly sexually abusing 
two young girls beginning when they were eight- and 12-years-old. 37-year-old 
Michael Ray Long was prosecuted in Linn County and found guilty in early 
February on 22 counts of sex abuse-related crimes. Long was arrested in October 
2020 after an investigation into reports of inappropriate Facebook conversations 
with a 12-year-old female. That led investigators to the second, younger victim. 
Linn County Sheriff’s Detectives say they suspect there were other victims of 
Michael Ray Long and encourage anyone with information to contact them. Call 
Detective Tracy White at 541-917-6652. ; Eugene Police made another arrest 
yesterday in connection with the late May riots and looting of several downtown 
businesses. The suspect, 22-year-old Azariah Michael Klote of Eugene was 
spotted by a police officer and arrested during a traffic stop. He is charged with 
Riot, Burglary in the Second Degree, and Theft in the First Degree for his alleged 
role in the incident. He was also arrested on unrelated warrants. Police so far 
have arrested 30 people in connection with the criminal event that took place 
eleven months ago near the base of the Washington Street Bridge. Investigators 
continue to analyze video and photos from the scene, match images of suspects 
to confirm identities, and locate those people. Additional arrests are expected. 
Police continue to ask for your help in identifying suspects. ; If someone calls you 
and says they want to give you money—then they pressure you to spend some 
money first, it’s a scam. Eugene Police say they’ve fielded a number of recent 
calls from residents who say a scammer called them, claiming to be from 
Publisher’s Clearing House. The caller says they want to deliver a prize check, 
but to receive it you first need to go to a local store, purchase a cash card or a gift 
card, then call the scammer back and give them the numbers and code on the 
card to release the funds. Sound fishy? It is! This is a variation of a scam that 
never seems to go away. Other new versions offer to give you quick access to 
federal stimulus payments if you provide cash card or gift card funds. That is not 
how federal stimulus payments work. Police say they also are expecting a fresh 
wave of scams tied to tax season and criminals offering to get you a big refund 
fast. In all of these cases, what the scammers really want is your money—
whether from a gift card, your credit card, your checking account, or cash—and 
your personal identification if they can get it. Remember: No legitimate business, 
federal agency, or police agency will ever require you to go get a cash or gift card. 
These scams are related to other schemes, such as the ones where a caller tells 
you there is a problem with their Social Security number being used; a warrant for 
your arrest; a grandchild in jail; funds being held in limbo; or some other ploy 
where you’re being pressured to buy or pay for something and in some way hand 
over your money. The scammers want to alarm you, scare you, or entice you to 



play along so you don’t have time to think and give them their payout. 
Investigators say that, by the sound of it, this wave of criminal calls are focusing 
on retirement communities and residents of senior apartment complexes. But 
anyone can wind up being targeted by these thieves. Don’t be fooled! Hang up. 
And remember: If it sounds quirky or weird, or too good to be true, it probably is. If 
you receive a scam call, hang up immediately and report it to www.ic3.gov If you 
are the victim of a scam and have incurred a loss, please call the Eugene Police 
non-emergency line at 541-682-5111. See a list of common scams at 
https://www.eugene-or.gov/2394/Scams-Fraud-and-Identity-Theft / WEATHER, 
ENVIRONMENT: Rainstorms grew more erratic and droughts much longer across 
most of the U.S. West over the past half-century as climate change warmed the 
planet. That's the conclusion of a sweeping government study released Tuesday 
that finds the situation for the region is worsening. And the problem appears to be 
accelerating, with rainstorms becoming increasingly unpredictable, and more 
areas showing longer intervals between storms since the turn of the century 
compared to prior decades, the study concludes. The consequences of intense 
dry periods pummeling areas of the West in recent years have been severe: more 
intense and dangerous wildfires, parched croplands and not enough vegetation 
on the landscape to support livestock and wildlife. The study comes with almost 
two-thirds of the contiguous U.S. beset by abnormally dry conditions. Warm 
temperatures forecast for the next several months could make it the worst spring 
drought in almost a decade, affecting roughly 74 million people across the U.S., 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said. Climate scientists are 
calling what’s happening in the West a continuation of a “megadrought” that 
started in 1999. The rainfall study is in line with data that shows climate change 
already is affecting the planet. Northwestern states were largely spared from the 
accelerating cycles of drought. The researchers observed higher annual rainfall 
totals and shorter drought intervals in Washington, Oregon, Idaho and portions of 
Montana, Wyoming and the Dakotas. That’s consistent with predicted alterations 
in weather patterns driven by climate change in which the jet stream that brings 
moisture from the Pacific Ocean shifts northward, they said. /  
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WILDFIRE RECOVERY, GOVERNMENT, HOUSING: Good news for those 
seeking to rebuild after the devastating Holiday Farm Fire: Members of the Lane 
County Board of Commissioners yesterday approved a land use, sanitation and 
building permits fee-waiver program for those in the McKenzie Valley burn zone. 
The county board also approved adding additional personnel to Lane County’s 
Land Management Division to help process applications. East Lane 
Commissioner Heather Buch spearheaded the effort. She said the commissioners 
are committed to removing barriers to repairing and rebuilding wherever they can. 
Buch says she heard from many Holiday Farm Fire survivors that the cost and 
time spent waiting for were huge obstacles. By waiving the cost of permit fees 
and increasing staffing, Buch hopes wildfire survivors will be able to return home 
more quickly and at a lower cost. The fee waivers will be available for a five-year 
period to the original owners of dwellings at the time they were destroyed. The fee 
waivers are also available to relatives of the original property owners if ownership 
has been transferred to a relative since the fire. The fee waiver program is 
retroactive, and the cost of qualifying permits will be reimbursed to those who 
have already paid. Fee waivers will apply to primary residences, second homes, 
temporary medical hardship dwellings, and rental properties. Fees will be waived 
for building and sanitation permits that may be required to reconstruct or repair 
lawfully established dwellings that were damaged or destroyed by the Holiday 
Farm Fire. Fees also will be waived for certain things that are needed before a 
damaged or destroyed building may be repaired or replaced. These might include 
fees for floodplain verification and development, fill or removal, riparian 
declarations, temporary hardship dwellings, and certain types of egal lot 
determinations. / HOMELESSNESS, SAFETY: Investigators say yesterday’s 
massive early-morning fire that gutted a homeless camp under the north end of 
Eugene’s Ferry Street Bridge likely started with a warming fire located too close to 
camper property and a propane tank. One woman was treated at the hospital for 
a burn injury to her foot. The incident was reported shortly before 4 a.m. 
Witnesses calling emergency lines said the loud pops of more than a dozen 
exploding propane tanks and cannisters sounded like gunfire. When police and 
fire crews arrived, they saw the fire and witnessed multiple explosions as the 
more than half-dozen campers fled for safety. Most of the camp was completely 
destroyed. / SAFETY: Eugene Police yesterday released the name of the man 
whose body was recovered from the Willamette River near Skinner’s Butte Park 



on Sunday afternoon. He is identified as 59-year-old Eugene Marvin Winters. ; 
Eugene Police yesterday released the name of the man who was struck and killed 
by an oncoming train as he walked on the tracks Sunday afternoon near 
Chambers Street and Railroad Boulevard. He is 55-year-old Kevin John 
Purkerson of Creswell. Investigators say the train’s engineer activated its horn 
and whistle, and applied emergency brakes, but that the man appeared not to 
hear. / CRIME: A 54-year-old man faces multiple criminal charges including 
Attempted Assault, Unlawful use of a Weapon, Strangulation, Menacing, and 
Reckless Endangering after an incident Tuesday night in the 39000 block of Row 
River Road past Dorena. It came after the Lane County Sheriff’s Office, along 
with Oregon State Police, Cottage Grove Police, and medical teams responded to 
a report of shots fired during a dispute. While no one was wounded, two people 
were taken to the hospital for treatment of other injuries. One of the victims was 
experiencing an unrelated medical issue that started before the dispute. 54-year-
old Warren Lee Colbert was arrested and lodged in connection with the case. 
Investigators say the people involved in the dispute were known to each other, 
were cooperative with law enforcement, and that there is no ongoing threat to the 
community. ;  Talk about going above and beyond the call of duty to secure 
evidence in a case. Detectives with Douglas County’s Interagency Narcotics 
Team this week arrested a California man on Interstate Five northbound near 
Myrtle Creek for drug crimes related to large quantities of methamphetamine. 
They say 60-year-old Robert Paul Muniain of Oakdale, California, was a suspect 
in a continuing drug investigation, but that when they tried to make a traffic stop 
he took a nearby exit and, while crossing a bridge over the South Umpqua River, 
threw a bag out of his vehicle’s window into the river below before pulling over 
and stopping. One detective, fearing the suspect had thrown drugs into the river, 
scrambled down the riverbank and spotted the bag floating in downriver in the 
current. He dove into the water, swam to the bag, retrieved it, and continued 
swimming to the opposite side of the river. How cold are rivers this time of year? 
Maybe 45-50 degrees on a good day? Officials say the detective emerged 
very wet and cold, but otherwise uninjured. The bag contained approximately 472 
grams of methamphetamine, which is more than 1 pound. Investigators say that is 
a very large amount of methamphetamine and, at 472 grams, far exceeds the 
roughly one gram per day a typical addict might use. / LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
POLITICS, RACIAL JUSTICE: Republicans and Democrats on the Oregon House 
Judiciary Committee unanimously approved almost a dozen bills on police reform, 
a show of bipartisan unity in a Legislature that has been divided along party lines. 
The bills involve regulating use of tear gas, requiring a publicly accessible 
database that names officers disciplined for misconduct, and limiting arbitrators' 
decisions on officers' misconduct cases. The legislative committee is pushing the 
reforms in the wake of the death of George Floyd last May in Minneapolis. 
Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum says the package of bills can 
transform police work, and how officers are perceived. ; The mayor of Portland 
and city commissioners have reached a deal on proposals intended to stem a 
spike in gun violence over the past year. The Oregonian and OregonLive report 
the compromise, approved Wednesday, would re-establish a proactive team of 
uniformed police officers tasked with preventing shootings. The team would 
operate with greater civilian oversight than its disbanded predecessor. The move 
represents an about-face after city leaders in June voted to cut nearly $16 million 



from the police budget, reductions that included the elimination of the gun 
violence unit. The cuts came amid racial justice protests following the police killing 
of George Floyd in Minneapolis. / EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT: Oregon high 
school students would be required to pass at least one semester of civics in order 
to graduate from a public high school, under a bill approved Wednesday in the 
state Senate. The Oregonian and OregonLive report the measure does not define 
“civics,” but supporters said it’s the study of how government works. The goal is to 
create a more informed citizenry. One legislative supporter, Republican State 
Senator Fred Girod, says, “It’s time that people understand how the sausage is 
made.” Girod said his office routinely receives calls from Oregonians upset at how 
he voted on a bill, even though he never voted on it in the legislature because it 
was actually before members of Congress. Similar, Portland State Senator Lew 
Frederick said many people think the state legislature functions like what they see 
on television. He says, “Issues are not settled in half an hour. It takes time.” If 
approved by the Oregon House and signed into law by Gov. Kate Brown, the 
civics education requirement would take effect for high school students 
graduating in 2026 or later. Oregon state law currently requires high school 
graduates to have at least three credits of math and four credits of English. The 
Oregon Department of Education has several other graduation requirements 
created by administrative rule, including three credits in “social sciences.” / 
HEALTH: Lane County Public Health yesterday was notified of 27 new COVID-19 
infections but no new deaths. We now have logged more than 11,000 confirmed 
local cases since the pandemic began. Ten local patients are hospitalized. Two of 
those people are in Intensive Care, one of them is on a ventilator. Officials say 
204 Lane County residents remain infectious. Our pandemic death toll stands at 
144. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 481 new COVID-19 cases 
and 7 additional deaths. The new cases put Oregon at more than 168,000 
infections. Officials say 2,434 Oregonians have died from COVID-related causes. 
; State health officials say Oregon is seeing increased cases of COVID-19 
hospitalizations and deaths. A new weekly report from the Oregon Health 
Authority’s finds that last week’s more than 2,900 newly reported infections was a 
21 percent increase over the previous seven days. New COVID-19 related 
hospitalizations rose to 150, up from 137. Reported COVID-19 related deaths 
rose to 19, up by 10 last week. This week, state health analysts are seeing even 
more of a surge in cases, hospitalizations, and deaths, mirroring what is 
happening in many parts of the country amid concerns that we are experiencing a 
“fourth wave” of coronavirus infections. While many new cases are among 
younger and middle-aged adults, people 70 years of age and older have 
accounted for 40 percent of Oregon’s COVID-19 related hospitalizations and 77 
percent of COVID-19 related deaths. The state’s weekly COVID-18 outbreak 
report listed 21 active outbreaks last week in senior living communities and 
congregate living settings. Outbreaks are defined as a cluster of or more 
confirmed cases with one or more COVID-19 related deaths. / COMMUNITY, 
GOVERNMENT: It’s another sure sign of Spring: Lane County’s Glenwood 
transfer station is open again on Sundays. The site – which is operated by Lane 
County Waste Management – is now open seven days a week—from 8:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday. 
If you live near Lane County’s Marcola, Oakridge, Rattlesnake and Vida-Leaburg 
transfer sites, they also have shifted to their summer hours from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 



p.m., Wednesday through Saturday. The summer hours continue through 
September 30. Lane County’s Glenwood Transfer Station is located at 3100 E. 
17th Avenue, south of Franklin Boulevard and serves residents and businesses 
from Eugene and Springfield. Managers recommend you take advantage of the 
expanded hours and avoid peak days like Monday and Saturday, mid-morning 
through early afternoon. Avoiding these times and days allows staff to process 
customers more quickly, while helping customers continue to social distance and 
keep each other safe. In addition to accepting garbage, the transfer station takes 
a wide variety of materials for recycling. These include appliances, antifreeze, 
cans, cardboard, clean wood, fluorescent bulbs and lamps, glass bottles and jars, 
motor oil, plastic milk jugs, scrap metal, yard waste and more. The Glenwood 
facility is one of fifteen recycling and waste transfer stations throughout the 
county; garbage taken to the site is then hauled to Short Mountain Landfill, the 
County’s only permitted municipal landfill. / BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE: Another 
big corporate move into Oregon’s Wine Country. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report legendary French wine company Champagne Bollinger has purchased one 
of Oregon’s pioneering wineries, Ponzi Vineyards. It will be Bollinger’s first winery 
located in the United States. Ponzi Vineyards was founded in the northern 
Willamette Valley, northwest of Sherwood, by Dick and Nancy Ponzi in 1970. 
Their original 20-acre farm grew over the decades into 175 acres of vines the 
family owns or manages. Daughters Anna Maria and Luisa Ponzi have carried on 
their parents’ wine legacy for the past 25 years. Reporter Michael Alberty writes 
that the purchase by Bollinger includes the Ponzi Vineyards brand and the winery 
and tasting room facilities located in Sherwood. Bollinger was founded in France 
in 1829. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: A reminder that we’re in the midst of a 
special enrollment period through May 15 on Healthcare.gov If you are looking for 
health coverage, especially if you or someone in your household lost work 
because of the pandemic, this special enrollment period will allow you to shop for 
health coverage through the federal online portal. You’ll also be able to learn 
whether you qualify for subsidies that can significantly cut your monthly 
premiums. Before the pandemic, 94 percent of all Oregonians had health 
coverage. But state officials say hundreds of thousands of Oregonians have 
either lost their jobs or experienced a loss in income over the past ten months. If 
you’re one of them, you likely qualify for financial help when purchasing health 
insurance. Insurance agents and community partner organizations throughout the 
state are available to help you apply for financial assistance and choose private 
plans. You also may browse plans and review your savings eligibility online at 
OregonHealthCare.gov/WindowShop If you do not receive health insurance 
coverage through your job or a program such as the Oregon Health Plan or 
Medicare, you may qualify for help paying for 2021 coverage at 
OregonHealthCare.gov Even if you are temporarily uninsured, you may sign up 
for help through May 15 to get health insurance coverage for this year. Because 
health insurance premiums are based on your income, do not assume you make 
too much to be eligible. Individuals making $51,040 or less per year, and families 
of four making $104,800 or less, may receive help paying for coverage. In 2020, 
more than seven in 10 Oregonians who chose plans through HealthCare.gov 
received financial help for monthly premiums and out-of-pocket costs. These 
savings lowered the average premium to just $145 per month. To apply, go to 
OregonHealthCare.gov between Feb. 15 and May 15 and answer a few Oregon-



specific questions to get to the right application. You can also search the “get 
help” directory on OregonHealthCare.gov to find an insurance agent or 
community partner organization to help you complete the application and enroll. 
Insurance agents and community partners provide local, one-on-one assistance 
at no charge to the client. This help is available virtually over the phone, and in 
person following safety protocols. / EDUCATION: Western Oregon University, in 
the small Willamette Valley city of Monmouth, will cut multiple programs and the 
equivalent of over a dozen full-time faculty, hoping to get ahead of falling 
enrollment that was worsened during the pandemic. Oregon Public Broadcasting 
reports administrators say the cuts are necessary to protect the university's 
financial health, and a way to keep the 165-year-old institution affordable. But 
employees, current students and alumni say they’re worried about a change in 
campus culture and community — especially with eliminations of programs like 
philosophy, which teach broadly beneficial skills, such as critical thinking, analysis 
and writing.  / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: The Biden administration and allies in 
the states are combating vaccine hesitancy among older Americans, one person 
at a time. The vaccination rate for this top-priority group is reaching a plateau 
even as virus supplies have dramatically expanded. Federal officials say about 76 
percent of Americans aged 65 and older have received at least one dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccines. But the rate of new vaccinations among the group has 
slowed in recent week. It’s a growing source of concern, not only because of the 
potential for preventable deaths and serious illness among seniors, but also for 
what it could portend for the broader population. ; The Treasury Department says 
it has issued more than 156 million payments as part of President Joe Biden’s 
coronavirus relief plan. This includes 25 million payments on Wednesday that 
were primarily to Social Security beneficiaries who hadn’t filed 2019 or 2020 tax 
returns. The direct payments of as much as $1,400 per person were the 
cornerstone promise of Biden’s $1.9 trillion package to contain the pandemic and 
revive the U.S. economy. The government since March 12 has paid out $372 
billion, a sum that likely boosted hiring last month as Americans had more money 
to spend. White House officials previously estimated 158.5 million households 
would receive the payments. ; The federal government is expanding COVID-19 
vaccine access to all federally qualified community health centers. White House 
COVID-19 adviser Andy Slavitt announced the development Wednesday, which 
expands opportunities for underserved communities to find vaccines in their 
communities. There are roughly than 1,400 of the health centers nationwide, 
which serve communities both hardest hit by the coronavirus and the most difficult 
to reach for vaccination. The White House says a majority of doses distributed by 
the community health centers have gone to racial and ethnic minorities. / 
HEALTH: A variant of the coronavirus first identified in Britain is now the most 
common strain of coronavirus circulating in the United States. The director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Dr. Rochelle Walensky, says the 
strain, formally known as B.1.1.7, is “now the most common variant circulating in 
United States.” The strain has been shown to be more transmissible and 
infectious among younger Americans, which Walensky says contributed to rising 
case counts in recent weeks. Walensky says new outbreaks have been tied to 
youth sports and day care centers. She encouraged states with rising caseloads 
to curtail or suspend youth sport activities to slow the spread of the virus. The 
U.S. leads the world with 30.8 million cases and more than 556,000 confirmed 



deaths. ; The government says more than a half million Americans have already 
taken advantage of the Biden administration’s special health insurance sign-up 
window that’s keyed to the COVID-19 pandemic. And the government anticipates 
even more consumers will gain coverage in coming months. That’s because 
millions of people just became eligible for pumped-up taxpayer subsidies toward 
their premiums under President Joe Biden’s coronavirus relief legislation. With the 
number of uninsured Americans rising during the pandemic, Biden reopened the 
law’s health insurance markets as a backstop. Then, the virus aid package 
essentially delivered a health insurance price cut by making taxpayer subsidies 
more generous, while also allowing more people to qualify for financial 
assistance. /  
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HEALTH: Another big jump in COVID-19 infections in Lane County. Public health 
officials said yesterday they were notified of 46 new infections. Ten local patients 
are hospitalized. Two of those people are in Intensive Care, one of them is on a 
ventilator. In the past, many of those in the hospital have been older adults. But 
public health officials say that had started to change. Three of the ten people 
currently hospitalized are in their 20s or 30s. Those recently in the ICU are people 
in their 50s and 60s. There were no new deaths reported locally, but our 
pandemic death toll stands at 144. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 678 new COVID-19 cases and 5 additional deaths. The new cases put 
Oregon at more than 168,000 infections. Officials say 2,439 Oregonians have 
died from COVID-related causes. ; Lane County Public Health officials say they 
are starting to see the first local cases of COVID-19 tied to Easter gatherings. 
Officials say the number of people considered infectious has climbed over the 
past week, from 132 to 215. Spokesman Jason Davis says that the common 
element appears to be get-togethers or parties involving multiple households who 
are coming together for a meal or other activity. Attendees often do not wear 
masks or physically distance. In a number of instances, Davis says children have 
become infected and transmitted it to other youngsters when they play. Some 
adults have become infected and unknowingly carried the virus to their workplace 
or were infected during workplace-related gatherings. Officials are also seeing 
more infections among unvaccinated educators and long-term care workers. 
Officials say it is important to understand that your COVID “bubble” is a lot bigger 
than you might think, and that your individual decision to hold or attend a large 
gathering can have an impact on the whole community. Lane County today enters 
that two-week grace period that could put us back under the state’s Moderate 
Risk restrictions on April 23 if we do not slow the number of infections locally. 
That would have a big impact on our businesses and communities. / HEALTH, 
EDUCATION: The University of Oregon is preparing to hold mass-vaccination 
clinics for staff and students later this month. Spokeswoman Kay Jarvis says 
campus officials are preparing to order doses directly from the federal 
government. The U-of-O will finalize their order once students complete a new 
survey asking whether they are interested in participating in those vaccination 
clinics. The clinics will take place in the Autzen Stadium parking lot on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays the next two weeks. The site is already being used 
on weekends as a Lane County Public Health mass-vaccination location that is 



sponsored by the University of Oregon, which owns the site. Jarvis says U-of-O 
employees will be the first vaccinated, followed by graduate employees and other 
student employees. After that, vaccinations will be available to all other students. ; 
University of Oregon staff continue to test students who are living on-campus on a 
weekly basis and have those who are infected or expose isolate and quarantine. 
So far this week, the U-of-O is reporting four cases confirmed among students 
living on-campus and seven cases among those living in the community. But a 
campus spokeswoman said yesterday that UO officials are not currently planning 
to require proof of vaccination for students to take part in in-person classes during 
Fall Term. Across the country, some colleges and universities are requiring 
vaccination for students to return to campus. U-of-O spokeswoman Kay Jarvis 
says they are monitoring the situation and encouraging students to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19. The university does require students provide proof of 
vaccination against childhood illnesses such as chicken pox, measles, mumps, 
rubella, pertussis, and diphtheria. For Summer Term, the University of Oregon 
plans to stay with a mix of mostly remote, online learning with some hybrid 
courses including a few small classes, labs, and other offerings that will be held 
in-person with masks and distancing in place. Officials say if the situation allows, 
they might transition to more in-person learning during the summer, ahead of Fall 
Term. ; The University of Oregon also continues to offer free testing for COVID-19 
to members of the public ages three and older who might have been exposed to 
the virus but are not showing symptoms. The U-of-O began offering the free 
testing several months ago and officials say they have processed more than 
67,000 samples since then. Another 2,500 testing slots are available to 
community members next week. The appointments may be booked online and 
must be reserved at least one day in advance. That, in turn, has helped public 
health investigators track the spread of the virus across Lane County. When 
possible, U-of-O researchers also have analyzed some of the samples—
uncovering the presence of a COVID variant in at least one local case. / HEALTH: 
They are known as “breakthrough cases”—instances where someone was fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19 but still were infected by the virus more than 14 
days after their final dose. A new report from the Oregon Health Authority finds 
that among more than 700,000 people in Oregon who have been fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19, 168 still tested positive for the virus and three died. State 
officials say it is a grim reminder that while the Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & 
Johnson vaccines all are highly effective, no vaccine is 100 percent effective. 
They say that is why it is critical continue wearing masks and physically 
distancing when around others who are not members of your household. The 
analysis finds that many of the vaccinated people who tested positive for COVID-
19 experienced asymptomatic infection. None of the vaccine breakthrough cases 
were associated with a COVID-19 variant. ; It’s been over a year since a choir 
practice in Washington state spread COVID-19 among those at the gathering, 
sickening 53 people and killing two. It became one of the first known COVID-19 
“superspreader” events in the United States. But from that tragic occurrence 
emerged one of the most pivotal episodes of transmission when it came to 
understanding the virus. Experts say the public health investigation that followed 
was key in concluding that the virus was spreading through the air. The children 
of one of the women who died gathered recently to honor her. They say they’re 
still devastated by their mom’s death but comforted to know that knowledge 



gained from the event has helped advance preventative measures and save lives. 
/ HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: Oregon U.S. Senator Ron Wyden and 
Fourth District Congressman Peter DeFazio were in Eugene yesterday to discuss 
how last month’s COVID relief package is assisting hard-hit local restaurants. The 
two visited Café Soriah and longtime owner Ibrahim Hamide. The relief package, 
known as the American Rescue Plan, establishes a Restaurant Revitalization 
Fund that will provide $28.6 (b)billion in relief grants to small- to mid-sized 
restaurant and beverage businesses that have been struggling during the past 13 
months. Wyden says Oregon is overwhelmingly a small-business state and 
restaurants account for a large number of those businesses. While some were 
able to receive loans under the first two rounds of the Paycheck Protection 
Program, the funds have not been enough to sustain many through the prolonged 
shutdowns and restrictions on indoor dining. DeFazio says support of the 
restaurant and beverage sector is critical to the state and the nation’s economic 
recovery. He says in Oregon, restaurants lost 55,000 jobs during the pandemic 
which hit them harder than any sector of the economy. He says rehiring has been 
slow. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: We’ve learned a lot about the coronavirus and how 
it spreads over the past 13 months. In March of last year, Americans emptied 
store shelves as they stockpiled cleaning supplies and disinfecting wipes amid 
concerns that the virus spread primarily through contaminated surfaces. But this 
week, experts with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention confirmed 
what scientists have believed for months now: That the virus is primarily spread 
through the air, by people who are standing too close to one-another and not 
wearing masks. What does that mean? According to the CDC, you no longer 
need to scrub down every surface—from counters to door handles—or wash the 
groceries. Under the CDC’s updated surface cleaning guidelines, it estimates the 
risk of contracting the virus from touching a contaminated surface is less than 1 in 
10,000. While the risk of transmission is low, it’s not impossible. But to become 
infected you would need to touch a recently contaminated surface after, for 
example, someone with COVID-19 coughed or sneezed on it—then touch your 
eyes, nose, or mouth. Now, analysts who study the nation’s retail and wholesale 
supply chains wonder if we’ll see an eventual glut of cleaning supplies, which 
could lead to manufacturers who ramped up and shifted production lines during 
the past year to return to something closer to a normal mode. / 
TRANSPORTATION, BUSINESS: A new U.S. airline is starting service this 
spring, tapping into the travel recovery that is picking up speed. Avelo Airlines 
says it will begin flying later this month to 12 destinations—including Eugene—
from Burbank, California. The startup plans to add other routes as it adds more 
planes to its three-aircraft fleet. The Eugene flights will operate four days of the 
week on Avelo’s 189-seat Boeing 737-800 aircraft. The scheduled flight times 
include 7:10 a.m. departures from Burbank to Eugene and return flights from 
Eugene to Burbank at 12:10 p.m. / WILDLIFE: Leatherback sea turtles have been 
plying the world's oceans for tens of millions of years, but scientists say a rapid 
decline in their numbers means they could disappear from U.S. West Coast 
waters within decades. Leatherbacks are remarkable creatures. Left alone to 
thrive, they can grow to weigh close to 1,000 pounds with flippers close to four 
feet long.  All seven distinct populations of leatherbacks in the world are 
struggling, according to the experts. A new study shows an 80 percent population 
drop in just 30 years for one extraordinary sub-group that migrates 7,000 miles 



across the Pacific Ocean from the beaches where they hatched in Indonesia, 
New Guinea, and the Solomon Islands to feed on jellyfish in the cold ocean 
waters off California, Oregon, and Washington. Scientists say international 
fishing, the decimation of the turtles’ nesting grounds, and climate change all are 
to blame. Federal officials say they are working with other countries to try to 
reduce the number of eggs taken by humans for food or sale from beaches 
across the Pacific. They also want international cooperation to discourage 
overseas fishing crews from using certain types of nets and long lines that can 
entrap and kill turtles. / ECONOMY, LOW-INCOME, HEALTH. GOVERNMENT: A 
new survey by the New York Federal Reserve confirms most Americans are using 
their federal stimulus money to paying down debt and boost their savings, with a 
smaller portion going to actual spending. According to the report, households are 
using or plan to use about 41 percent of the latest relief payment toward savings, 
34 percent toward debt and 25 percent for spending. The percentage for each 
category has stayed relatively stable for each of the three rounds of payments. 
Researchers found there were variations by income level: Lower-income 
households tended to use more of the money for debt or spending than higher-
income counterparts. As the economy reopens and fear and uncertainty recede, 
the authors say the high levels of saving should facilitate future spending. /  
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DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY, GOVERNMENT, SPORTS, BUSINESS: 
Members of the Springfield Economic Development Agency meet this evening to 
continue their discussion of how best to upgrade portions of Glenwood. They’ll 
hear proposals from two private developers of their vision for the former Ramsay-
Waite parcel along the Willamette River. It was purchased three years ago by the 
City of Springfield. One plan calls for a hotel and conference center, combined 
with open space along the riverbank; Another calls for a sports venue featuring a 
soccer stadium that would be home to the Lane United Football Club and an ice 
rink that would be home to the Eugene Generals Hockey Team. But it looks like a 
plan for the Eugene Emeralds to build a new stadium is no longer being pitched 
because team officials say the site is too narrow for their needs. / 
GOVERNMENT, TRANSPORTATION: The Biden White House is amplifying the 
push for its $2.3 trillion infrastructure package with state-by-state breakdowns 
showing the dire shape of roads, bridges, the power grid, broadband access, and 
housing affordability. The state summaries, obtained by The Associated Press, 
and paint a bleak outlook for the world’s largest economy after years of repairs 
being deferred and delayed. The administration is using the data to confirm the 
everyday experiences of Americans as they bump over potholes and get snarled 
in traffic jams. Biden’s plan would modernize 20,000 miles of roadways. The 
report highlights poor road conditions in each state and estimates how much to 
those potholes and stretches of rough pavement cost motorists in an average 
year. President Joe Biden is scheduled to meet today with lawmakers to share 
the reports and to show how his plan would help their constituents. Republican 
lawmakers have been quick to reject the infrastructure proposal. They say just a 
fraction of the spending goes to traditional infrastructure, complaining that 
substantial portions would fund electric vehicle charging stations, and that other 
funds would go to things such as expanding Medicaid support for caregivers, and 
addressing the racial injustice of highways that were built in ways that destroyed 
Black neighborhoods. GOP lawmakers also object to funding the package by 
increasing the corporate tax rate from 21 percent to 28 percent and increasing the 
global minimum tax, as well as stepped-up IRS enforcement being proposed by 
the Biden administration. / HEALTH: Our alarming rise in COVID-19 infections 
continued over the weekend across Oregon and in Lane County, as the fourth 
surge of the coronavirus continued. The state saw a combined more than 1,250 
new cases on Saturday and Sunday. There were no new deaths. Last week, 



officials with the Oregon Health Authority said new COVID-19 cases were up 44 
percent and hospitalizations climbed statewide by 46 percent over the past two 
weeks. Lane County Public Health received reports of 35 new cases on Saturday 
and 46 on Sunday. We also had no new deaths reported locally. But seven 
patients remain hospitalized, with one of those in Intensive Care and on a 
ventilator. Additionally, 320 are considered infectious, compared to 75 one month 
ago. On Friday, Lane County entered a two-week grace period that could put us 
back under the state’s Moderate Risk restrictions on Friday, April 23, if we do not 
slow the number of infections locally. That would have a big impact on our 
businesses and communities. Lane County Public Health officials say many 
recent COVID-19 cases are tied to get-togethers or parties involving multiple 
households where attendees often do not wear masks or physically distance. In 
some cases, children have become infected and transmitted it to other youngsters 
when they play. Some adults have become infected and unknowingly carried the 
virus to their workplaces. ; Fewer doses of the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 
vaccine are being sent to Oregon and the rest of the country this week because of 
a manufacturing disruption. The supply of the single-dose vaccine will fall by 88 
percent this week. Officials with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
say Oregon will receive only 7,300 doses of the J&J vaccine this week, compared 
to more than 61,000 last week. The Johnson & Johnson shipments could shrink 
even more later in the month before production and shipments return to their 
earlier levels. Shipments of the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines are expected to 
remain at earlier levels. And federal retail pharmacy partners also will receive 
allotments of all three types of vaccine. But the news comes as the state is 
working to expand its vaccination effort. The drop in Johnson & Johnson 
allotments will result in a 20 percent overall reduction in this week’s shipment of 
vaccine doses to Oregon. ; Late last week, Oregon Health Authority Director 
Patrick Allen told state lawmakers that shortages of Johnson & Johnson’s vaccine 
could make it harder to reach adults in parts of rural Oregon as quickly as they 
would like. While the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines require two doses given weeks 
apart, medical experts say the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine is popular 
among those who want to be vaccinated quickly or have an anxiety about 
needles. The one-dose vaccine has made it easier for counties to send mobile 
teams to rural areas and vaccinate groups such as the unhoused, jail inmates, 
migrant workers, and college students. Allen predicts the slowdown in Johnson & 
Johnson shipments might delay statewide vaccination pushes by a week or two. 
But he says he remains optimistic that 70 percent of Oregon’s adults ages 16 and 
older will receive at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine by the end of next 
month. ; The University of Oregon is preparing to hold mass-vaccination clinics for 
staff and students during the next two weeks in the Autzen Stadium parking lot. 
The U-of-O is ordering the doses directly from the federal government and will not 
take any doses from the weekly allocations being shipped to the state and 
counties. U-of-O employees will be the first vaccinated, followed by graduate 
employees and other student employees. After that, vaccinations will be available 
to all other students. ; The University of Oregon also continues to offer free testing 
for COVID-19 to members of the public ages three and older who might have 
been exposed to the virus but are not showing symptoms. The U-of-O began 
offering the free testing several months ago and officials say they have processed 
more than 67,000 samples since then. Another 2,500 testing slots are available to 



community members next week. The appointments may be booked online and 
must be reserved at least one day in advance. That, in turn, has helped public 
health investigators track the spread of the virus across Lane County. When 
possible, U-of-O researchers also have analyzed some of the samples—
uncovering the presence of a COVID variant in at least one local case. ; Yes, 
absolutely: You may donate blood after you’ve received a COVID-19 vaccine 
dose. And the folks at Bloodworks Northwest, our local blood bank, say it would 
be great if you did. Bloodworks Northwest is making an urgent call for blood 
donors to book appointments this month because they say the region is facing a 
dire shortage that has left our community’s blood supply well below the 
operational level needed to meet patient needs. The folks at Bloodworks NW say 
they’ve heard from some donors confused about whether they are eligible to give 
blood soon after receiving a COVID-19 vaccination and the answer is: Definitely. 
Also putting a crimp in the supply: Confusion among some about whether they 
can donate blood soon after receiving their COVID-19 vaccination. The answer is: 
Yes, you absolutely can – and should. Donations with Bloodworks provide 95 
percent of the lifesaving blood supply to Pacific Northwest hospitals. It takes 
about an hour to give blood from check-in to post-donation cookie. All blood types 
are needed. To provide extra safety during the pandemic, all appointments are 
scheduled in advance. Masks are required. And Bloodworks is testing all blood 
donations for COVID-19 antibodies. Make appointments and learn more at 
BloodworksNW.org or call the Eugene donor center at 541-484-9111. In Eugene, 
Bloodworks Northwest is located at 2211 Willamette Street. / ENVIRONMENT, 
COMMUNITY, EVENTS: Saturday is the annual SOLVE Spring Cleanup. Many of 
the activities focus on the Oregon Coast. It is one of the state’s largest volunteer 
events. The Oregon Spring Cleanup includes more than 70 participating volunteer 
projects, ranging from beach cleanups and inland cleanups of riverbanks and 
parks. At some locations, there are opportunities to assist on restoration projects 
and plant native trees and shrubs. Here in Lane County, the focus is on some 
favorite stretches of the Central Oregon Coast, with beach clean-up events at 
Siltcoos Outlet, the North and South Jetties of the Siuslaw River, and along 
Heceta Beach. Go to solveoregon.org to learn more about the projects and 
preregister. You do not need to sign up in advance, but it gives coordinators a 
better idea of how many supplies are needed. Many events begin at 10 a.m. and 
wrap up by 1 p.m. Dress for rain or shine. Wear sturdy shoes. Bring your own 
reusable bag, bucket, and water bottle. SOLVE can provide bags and gloves if 
you need them. Because of the pandemic, you’ll need to wear a mask for those 
times you can’t socially distance from folks who are not part of your household. All 
participating volunteers must agree to SOLVE’s COVID-19 Safety Guidelines. 
Over the past half-century, SOLVE has supported more than 250,000 volunteers 
as they helped remove more than 17 million pounds of litter and debris from 
Oregon’s coast, forests, urban areas, and natural landscapes. Know an area that 
could use a litter cleanup or invasive species pull? It’s not too late to host your 
own Oregon Spring Cleanup project! / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Not the sort of 
headline one normally sees in Oregon: “Suspected space debris washes ashore 
in Alsea Bay.” But on Friday afternoon, the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office was 
notified that charred debris believed to be from the failed reentry of a stage of a 
SpaceX rocket had washed up near Waldport. A local fisherman removed the 
debris from Alsea Bay and stored it near a local business. Lincoln County 



Sheriff’s deputies and local fire crews blocked off the area while experts took a 
closer look to determine whether it contained any hazardous materials. They 
determined there was no immediate threat. After consulting with the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality, officials contacted SpaceX. The SpaceX 
officials were not able to determine if the object was a component of one of their 
spacecrafts, but said it appeared consistent with a composite overwrapped 
pressure vessel. SpaceX engineers determined the object could be safely 
transported and it was moved to a secure location for further analysis. / LOW-
INCOME, FAMILY, YOUTH, HEALTH: A reminder: If your household receives 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP benefits, you might see 
increased benefit amounts this month. The federal government is continuing to 
provide emergency allotments to SNAP recipients. The additional support began 
in March of last year to help lower-income families keep food on the table. Many 
of the households were hit hard by unemployment or cuts in hours during the past 
13 months. Households that are at or near the maximum SNAP benefit will see 
little or no change in their benefits. The emergency SNAP benefits will be 
disbursed on April 13 for currently enrolled SNAP households and April 30 for 
those that are newly enrolled. SNAP recipients do not have to take any action to 
receive these supplemental benefits as they will be issued directly on their EBT 
cards. / CRIME: At least two fires broke out at Portland's Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement building during a demonstration Saturday night, but 
firefighters say the building itself was not set on fire. Portland police say officers 
responded to help and found at least two fires when they arrived, including one 
that appeared to be against the building. But KPTV reported that Portland Fire & 
Rescue said the building itself wasn't set on fire. Photos and video from 
independent journalists who were at the protest show a small fire burning on the 
ground and a fire that appeared to be burning on plywood set up around the 
building. / GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, LEGAL: The Oregon Supreme Court on 
Friday ruled that the Legislature will have until Sept. 27 to complete the 
redistricting process, giving lawmakers more time to draw political boundaries 
following a delay in crucial census data. The unanimous decision by the justices 
will give legislative leaders nearly three extra months to do their work. 
Redistricting, the process where lawmakers redraw legislative and congressional 
districts, occurs every 10 years following the census. Districts must be equal in 
population to each other. Although there's a set number of state legislative 
districts, due to Oregon's population growth in the last decade it is likely that the 
state will receive an additional seat in the United States House of 
Representatives. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY, WILDFIRE RECOVERY: Sunny skies and breezy 
conditions are sure sign of early spring. But this year, those gusty winds 
occasionally rekindle embers in the zones burned by September’s devastating 
wildfires and cause lots of anxiety among those trying to rebuild. Case in point, a 
damaged tree, known as a “candlestick,” that was actively burning and producing 
smoke earlier this month on the north side of the McKenzie Highway near 
Milepost 46 near the junction with Aufderheide Drive. Sounds like the thing might 
have flared up again overnight after yesterday’s wind gusts. Officials with local fire 
agencies say they are aware of it and some other locations where burned trees 
and embers occasionally flare. They say most do not pose a threat and are well 
within burned areas. And they say many of these locations pose a risk to 
responders. So instead of rolling every time, they are allowing the candlestick 
trees and some of these other locations to continue to burn and smoke during the 
next few months, especially as the weather warms. That said, they will be closely 
monitored. And they’re telling residents they don’t need to dial 9-1-1 on these 
trouble spots every time they flare. By the same token, fire officials say they 
completely understand that there’s a great deal of anxiety about these 
"candlestick" trees after September’s wildfires. In social media posts and during 
conversations they are letting residents know: You are in good hands. / HEALTH, 
SAFETY: The Oregon Health Authority has joined federal health officials in asking 
all of our state’s vaccine providers to immediately stop administering the Johnson 
and Johnson vaccine. It comes out of an abundance of caution while the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration review 
the cases of six women between the ages of 18 and 48 who developed a rare and 
severe type of blood clot between six and 13 days after receiving a shot of the 
single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The clots were observed along with 
reduced platelet counts, making the usual treatment for blood clots, the blood 
thinner heparin, potentially “dangerous.” Nearly 7 million J&J doses have been 
administered in the U.S., almost all without serious side effects. Officials with the 
Food and Drug Administration says it expects this to be a short pause of Johnson 
& Johnson vaccines while regulators review the patient data and decide the best 
way to educate patients and medical professionals about spotting and treating 
clots. ; Oregon and the rest of the U.S. already were expecting dramatically 
reduced shipments of the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine over the next 
few weeks because of an earlier manufacturing issue at a production facility in 



Maryland. Oregon’s allotment of the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine was 
expected to fall by 88 percent this week, to 7,300 doses. And Lane County Public 
Health was informed it would receive zero doses. But shipments of the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines are expected to remain at earlier levels. Lane County this 
week is expecting an allotment of close to 16,000 first and second doses of the 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines. But the news of the CDC’s recommended pause in 
use of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine comes as the state is working to expand 
its immunization effort. The single-dose shot is popular among those who want to 
be vaccinated quickly or have an anxiety about needles. And the one-dose 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine has made it easier for counties to send mobile teams 
to rural areas and vaccinate groups such as the unhoused, jail inmates, migrant 
workers, and college students. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: A 
Springfield restaurant has been fined more than $18,000 by the state’s workers’-
safety agency for COVID-19 related violations. Its operator has 30 days to appeal 
the citations. Oregon OSHA fined Twisted River Saloon, on Springfield’s Main 
Street, for allowing indoor dining between early January and late February, when 
the county was at the Extreme Risk level because of a large number of COVID 
cases and indoor dining was prohibited. State investigators say that, in doing so, 
the business’ owner violated three standards designed to protect employees from 
disease caused by the coronavirus. The citation was the result of an inspection 
that was launched in response to multiple complaints about Twisted River Saloon, 
operating under the legal name JGB Enterprises LLC. During the inspection, 
Oregon OSHA officials say the business owner, James Butt, said he chose to 
reopen the restaurant, even though he was aware that it went against workplace 
health requirements. In one of the violations, the employer willfully continued to 
potentially expose workers to the virus, despite a public health order limiting the 
capacity of indoor dining to zero in an “extreme risk” county. The bulk of the fine, 
$17,800, was for willfully disregarding capacity limitations imposed by the Oregon 
health Authority, which placed Lane County’s indoor dining occupancy at zero 
while it was designated at Extreme Risk. Oregon OSHA officials say the company 
received a smaller fine of $315 for failing to develop and implement an infection 
control plan. Such plans often reconfigure workplaces to enable physical 
distancing and reduce the use of shared surfaces and tools. Another fine of $315 
was levied because investigators said the company did not conduct any COVID-
19 risk assessment to identify potential employee exposure to the virus and to 
address how to reduce such exposure. Oregon OSHA’s leader says most 
employers in Oregon are striving to do the right thing by following on-the-job 
safety standards designed to reduce the risk to workers of COVID-19. But he 
says the agency will continue to take enforcement action, where appropriate, 
against those who disregard standards and put workers at risk. ; A diner with 
locations in Bend and Redmond has been fined $35,000 for allegedly violating 
COVID-19 restrictions. The Bulletin reports the Black Bear Diner locations 
allowed indoor dining when Deschutes County was in the extreme risk category 
due to high coronavirus caseloads. Oregon Occupational Safety and Health says 
the restaurants "willfully" continue to potentially expose workers to the virus, 
despite a public health order of limited or zero indoor dining. The owner of the two 
restaurants, Kathy Degree, has hired a law firm to appeal the penalty. She 
believes she was properly adhering to U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention rules and regulations for businesses that permitted her to be open at 



the time. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health officials were notified of another 
36 new cases of COVID-19 yesterday. And the Oregon Health Authority was 
notified of 294 new cases statewide and one new death. Nine local patients 
remain hospitalized, with one of those in intensive care. Another 246 Lane County 
residents are considered infectious, down by more than 70 from the weekend. On 
Friday, Lane County entered a two-week grace period that could put us back 
under the state’s Moderate Risk restrictions on Friday, April 23, if we do not slow 
the number of infections locally. That would have a big impact on our businesses 
and communities. Lane County Public Health officials say many recent COVID-19 
cases are tied to get-togethers or parties involving multiple households where 
attendees often do not wear masks or physically distance. In some cases, 
children have become infected and transmitted it to other youngsters when they 
play. Some adults have become infected and unknowingly carried the virus to 
their workplaces. / SAFETY: Never underestimate the value of being in the right 
place at the right time. Officials say a Eugene-Springfield Fire crew was 
responding to a call for service yesterday in Springfield when members spotted a 
fire in the attic of a nearby metal fabrication business. The crew acted quickly, 
calling in a second crew to respond to the fire while they wrapped up work on 
their incident. The quick action stopped the blaze before it could spread and 
cause significant damage to the business. No injuries reported. The cause is 
being investigated. / TRANSPORTATION, GOVERNMENT, POLITICS: President 
Joe Biden says he is sincere about cutting a deal on infrastructure, but 
Republican lawmakers continue to have deep-seated doubts about the scope of 
his proposed package and higher corporate taxes. Biden met Monday afternoon 
with a bipartisan group of lawmakers to discuss his $2.3 (tr)trillion proposal. One 
of the core disputes is over what counts as infrastructure. The White House 
released state-by-state breakdowns Monday that show the dire shape of roads, 
bridges, the power grid and housing affordability, among other issues. They 
suggest that too many roads and bridges are unsafe for vehicles at any speed, 
while highlighting the costs of extreme weather events that have become more 
frequent with climate change. The reports also note the lack of universal 
availability of broadband and areas with limited childcare options. Most states 
received a letter grade on their infrastructure. Oregon’s grade is a C-minus. Our 
state summary of infrastructure needs compiled by the Biden administration 
concludes that: Oregon has 395 bridges and more than 1,287 miles of roadway in 
poor condition. On average, each Oregon driver pays $256 in costs related to 
driving on roads in need of repair. Between 2010 and 2020, Oregon has 
experienced 12 extreme weather events, costing the state up to $5 (b)billion in 
damages. Over the next 20 years, Oregon’s drinking water infrastructure will 
require $6.3 (b)billion in additional funding. Republican lawmakers have been 
quick to reject the infrastructure proposal from Biden. They say just a fraction of 
the spending goes to traditional infrastructure, as $400 billion would expand 
Medicaid support for caregivers and substantial portions would fund electric 
vehicle charging stations and address the racial injustice of highways that were 
built in ways that destroyed Black neighborhoods. Republican lawmakers also 
object to funding the package by increasing the corporate tax rate from 21 
percent to 28 percent and increasing the global minimum tax, among other tax 
changes including stepped-up IRS enforcement being proposed by the Biden 
administration. / ECONOMY, GOVERNMENT: A quick reminder from state 



officials, because some people missed the original announcement: Yes, April 15 
is approaching. But, no, you do not need to have your individual income tax 
returns filed by that date. The deadline has been extended to May 17. The 
Internal Revenue Service and Oregon Department of Revenue both announced 
the postponements last month. Individual taxpayers include those who pay self-
employment tax. You will automatically avoid interest and penalties as long as 
they pay all taxes due by May 17. Penalties and interest will not begin to accrue 
on any unpaid balances until May 18. But Oregon has not postponed the due date 
for first-quarter estimated income tax payments for 2021. Estimated tax payments 
are still due on April 15. Taxpayers may choose to pay directly from their bank 
account or by credit card using the Oregon Department of Revenue’s Revenue 
Online webpage. ; Officials with the Oregon Department of Revenue have started 
adjusting already-received 2020 income tax returns for Oregon taxpayers who 
paid taxes on exempted unemployment benefits. Thousands of refunds have 
already been issued, while others will have lower tax bills. The adjustments began 
March 30 for those taxpayers who submitted their individual returns earlier in the 
tax season. All refunds are expected to be issued in the next several weeks. The 
changes came after passage of the newest federal relief act, the American 
Rescue Plan, was signed into law March 11. It exempts from taxes up to $10,200 
of unemployment benefits received in 2020 for per individual for those in 
households with less than $150,000 in modified adjusted gross income. State 
officials say thousands of Oregon taxpayers had already filed their state income 
tax returns, paying taxes on 2020 unemployment benefits before Congress made 
the change to the tax code. That allowed specialists with the Oregon Department 
of Revenue to review all returns it had already received and begin issuing refunds 
or lower tax bill to those who qualify.  
Oregon taxpayers who received unemployment in 2020 and have not yet filed 
their tax returns now can do so using updated instructions provided by the IRS. 
Most e-file software providers have indicated they have the necessary software 
updates in place. Check with your tax preparer or software provider, or with the 
IRS and Oregon Department of revenue websites, if you have questions about 
the updates. ; If you are still working on your tax returns, a couple of quick 
reminders from the Oregon Department of Revenue: The fastest way to receive 
any refund owed is by e-filing your return and providing direct-deposit information. 
State officials say taxpayers who e-file and request their refund via direct deposit 
typically receive that refund sooner than those who file paper returns and request 
paper refund checks. Learn more at 
https://www.oregon.gov/dor/programs/individuals/Pages/individuals-e-filing.aspx If 
you are preparing your won returns and filing electronically, you may do so at no 
cost by using Oregon’s free fillable forms. There are many free or low-cost 
preparation options available for both federal and Oregon tax returns. Some 
software companies offer free software use and e-filing for eligible taxpayers. To 
get Oregon tax forms, check the status of your refund, or make tax payments, 
visit www.oregon.gov/dor or email questions.dor@oregon.gov  You also can call 
800-356-4222 toll-free from an Oregon prefix (English or Spanish) or 503-378-
4988 in Salem and outside Oregon. For TTY (hearing- or speech-impaired), the 
department accepts all relay calls. / POLITICS, ELECTIONS, GOVERNMENT: 
Idaho lawmakers appeared intrigued but skeptical when pitched a plan to lop off 
about three-fourths of Oregon and add it to Idaho to create what would be the 



nation's third-largest state geographically. Representatives of a group called 
“Move Oregon's Border For a Greater Idaho” outlined their plan to Idaho 
lawmakers on Monday. Supporters say rural Oregon voters are dominated by 
liberal urban areas such as Portland and would rather join conservative Idaho. 
Portland and much of the northwestern part of the state would remain with 
Oregon. The Idaho Legislature would have to approve the plan that would expand 
Idaho's southwestern border to the Pacific Ocean. The Oregon Legislature and 
the U.S. Congress would also have to sign off. The group's strategy has been to 
get advisory votes in Oregon counties likely to make the switch. But last 
November the group had mixed success with two counties opting to join Idaho but 
two wanting to stay a part of Oregon. Supporters blamed the setback on the 
coronavirus pandemic and an inability to get their message out. Five more 
Oregon counties are expected to vote on the matter in May. The county votes 
carry no weight but are intended to potentially sway lawmakers to ultimately 
approve the plan. If everything falls in line with Oregon, supporters envision also 
adding adjacent portions of southeastern Washington and northern California to 
Idaho. / WEATHER, AGRICULTURE: A historic drought in a massive agricultural 
region straddling Northern California and southern Oregon could mean steep cuts 
to the water provided to hundreds of farmers to sustain endangered fish species. 
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation oversees water allocations in the Klamath 
Project. It's expected to announce this week how much water farmers will get this 
season, if any, after delaying the decision a month amid a severe drought. The 
Klamath and Yurok tribes have treaties guaranteeing the protection of their 
fisheries. They want water for federally listed fish species, the sucker fish and 
Coho salmon. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY: A prolonged stretch of dry weather across northwest 
Oregon is leaving vegetation much drier than usual for this time of year. 
Additionally, dry and gusty winds and warmer temperatures are resulting in 
unseasonably low relative humidity, further elevating the risk of fire spread. 
Although winds are expected to diminish today, humidity in general will remain 
low and afternoon temperatures will be above normal. Another round of sunny 
weather with gusty winds is expected later this week, keeping fire danger 
elevated through the weekend. Extra caution is advised with fire. Check with your 
local fire district before burning, as there might be restrictions in place. ; State fire 
prevention officials say they were already concerned about our warmer, drier 
spring. They say 2021 has already produced nearly three times the average 
number of fires to date and that many were sparked by backyard burn piles. While 
fire season has not officially started, experts say it’s always important to watch the 
conditions and not just the calendar. Tom Fields, the Fire Prevention Coordinator 
with the Oregon Department of Forestry says the window of opportunity to clean 
up around homes and dispose of woody debris in a safe manner is narrowing 
each year. Fields says if you feel you must burn your debris to dispose of it, 
understand that the window to burn this spring might already be closed and you 
might need to wait until late fall or winter to burn debris safely. When conditions 
warrant, remember to place yard debris in an open area away from structures, 
trees and power lines. Create small piles (4’ x 4’) to better manage the burn. 
Cover portions of piles with polyethylene plastic (landscape material) to keep a 
portion dry for lighting later (preferably in late fall or winter). When conditions 
improve, check with your local fire agency for any regulations in place. Never burn 
under windy conditions. Never leave a burn unattended and never leave until it is 
completely extinguished. / HEALTH. SAFETY: The Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday asked all of the state’s vaccination providers to immediately pause 
administering doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, following the 
announcement of federal health officials that they were reviewing a handful of 
cases nationwide involving a rare and severe type of blood clot. 
Lane County Public Health and local federal pharmacy partners are among those 
temporarily pausing Johnson & Johnson vaccinations out of an abundance of 
caution, although doses of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines will continue. None 
of the patients were in Oregon and experts still do not know whether the six cases 
among women between the ages of 18 and 48 are tied to the vaccine or some 



other health issue. But health experts said that with more than 6.8-million doses 
of the single-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine administered, there was less than 
one reported case for every one-million patients. A Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention advisory committee today begins reviewing the cases. Symptoms 
in the patients began six to 13 days following vaccination. While the pause is 
underway, health officials say people who have received the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine during the past 21 days and develop severe headache, abdominal pain, 
leg pain or shortness of breath should contact their health care provider. 
According to officials with the Oregon Health Authority, more than 85,000 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine doses have been administered with another 213,300 
doses delivered to vaccine sites statewide but being put on temporary hold. The 
vaccine has been delivered to pharmacies, outpatient clinics, federally qualified 
health centers, local public health authorities and health systems. Lane County 
Public Health officials said they have received limited doses of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine in recent weeks and used a few thousand for vaccination clinics 
in outlying communities. Earlier this week, the county administered 447 doses at 
an event in Cottage Grove. County officials say if they have their contact 
information, they will get in touch with those who received J&J doses to advise 
them of possible symptoms to watch for during the 21 days after vaccination. 
State officials say anyone who received a Johnson & Johnson dose and is more 
than 21 days past their vaccination should not be concerned. ; The news of the 
CDC’s recommended pause in use of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine comes as 
the state is working to expand its immunization effort. The single-dose shot is 
popular among those who want to be vaccinated quickly or have an anxiety about 
needles. And the one-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine has made it easier for 
counties to send mobile teams to rural areas and vaccinate groups such as the 
unhoused, jail inmates, migrant workers, and college students. / HEALTH: Lane 
County Public Health officials were notified of another 40 new cases of COVID-19 
yesterday. And the Oregon Health Authority was notified of 567 new cases 
statewide and five new deaths. Fifteen local patients are hospitalized, a jump of 
six from a day earlier, with two of those in intensive care. County public health 
officials say while seven of those patients are age 60 and older, the other eight 
are younger and middle-aged adults—including two in their 20s and one in their 
30s. Another 242 Lane County residents are considered infectious. On Friday, 
Lane County entered a two-week grace period that could put us back under the 
state’s Moderate Risk restrictions on Friday, April 23, if we do not slow the 
number of infections locally. That would have a big impact on our businesses and 
communities. Lane County Public Health officials say many recent COVID-19 
cases are tied to get-togethers or parties involving multiple households where 
attendees often do not wear masks or physically distance. But they’ve also seen a 
rise during the past week in cases tied to activities associated with religious 
facilities. There have been 20 recent cases among Kindergarten through 12th-
grade students, with those cases scattered across the county and its school 
districts. A handful of recent cases have been among unvaccinated educators. 
The county also has recorded five new outbreaks in long-term care facilities. But 
in a change from the past year, when many cases were among residents, the bulk 
of these cases are among unvaccinated staff members. Still, county health 
officials say vaccination efforts are making a difference. They say 44 percent of 
Lane County’s adult population have received at least one dose of vaccine and 27 



percent of local adults now are fully vaccinated. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: Many 
employers have mulled whether to require workers to be vaccinated against 
COVID-19. But experts anticipate most will not make it mandatory. Still, many 
Oregon employers are keeping an eye on King Estate Winery southwest of 
Eugene. The large-scale agricultural operation is telling workers they will need to 
show proof of vaccination and must do so by May 20. Oregon Public 
Broadcasting reports many workplaces are considering similar requirements. King 
Estate Winery Chief Operating Officer Brent Stone says the winery has about 70 
employees who work close together on bottling lines. Stone says King Estate has 
offered on-site vaccination clinics and an additional vacation day as incentive, as 
well as paid sick time for recovery from the vaccine. During the pandemic, weekly 
food boxes have been available to workers and the winery boosted its minimum 
wage to $15 an hour. University of Oregon Law School Associate Professor Liz 
Tippet said, for the most part, employers can require their workers to get the 
vaccine, but she expects most won't go that far. / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: 
Oregon’s unemployment picture improved a bit last month, as COVID-19 
restrictions eased, allowing more businesses to widen their reopening and begin 
limited seasonal hiring for the spring and summer months. The state’s jobless rate 
was 6.0 percent in March, a bit from February’s rate of from 6.1 percent. Non-
farm employers added more than 20,000 jobs. Two-thirds of those were in the 
Leisure and Hospitality sector. There were gains of more than 1,000 jobs in three 
other major industries: Manufacturing; Professional and Business Services; and 
Transportation, Warehousing, and Utilities. Construction and Private Educational 
Services each added 700 jobs. Oregon now has recovered about 153,000 jobs 
since the pandemic hit last year. That’s roughly 54 percent of the jobs lost 
between February and April 2020. Among the hardest hit at the time: Leisure and 
Hospitality, which lost more than half its jobs in businesses including restaurants, 
bars, coffee shops, hotels, golf courses, and fitness centers. The sector has 
recovered about half of those lost positions. / HOMELESSNESS, 
GOVERNMENT, COMMUNITY, SAFETY, CRIME: Should the City of Eugene 
provide more legal spots for unhoused people to overnight and, if so, where? At a 
meeting earlier this week, members of the Eugene City Council agreed to hold a 
public hearing on April 26 to discuss an ordinance that would create temporary 
“safe parking” and “safe tent” sites. It sites would accommodate a larger number 
of vehicles than currently allowed under city code. It comes as increasingly larger 
homeless camps are showing up at multiple locations. One of the biggest is 
spreading across the open space under the Washington-Jefferson Street Bridges. 
A smaller informal camp under the north end of the Ferry Street Bridge was 
destroyed during a massive fire early last week. It comes as the city hears a 
growing number of complaints from business owners and residents near the 
unofficial camps, who say they have concerns about the behavior of some of the 
campers, as well as noise, litter, and other issues. Supporters of the ordinance 
say the creation of additional safe camping spots would assist in consolidating 
those unofficial camps and help reduce health and safety issues for those who 
are unhoused. City staff say they have been meeting with local social service 
providers to discuss possible new camping sites and whether the organizations 
have the capacity to assist campers who might relocate to any newly established 
locations. Council members also agreed to hold a work session to discuss vehicle 
camping rules in commercial and industrial areas. / SAFETY: Eugene Springfield 



Fire crews responded to a house fire in the 4000 block of Southway Loop in 
Springfield Tuesday afternoon. They say they were able to contain the blaze to a 
single room on the second floor. One person was taken to the hospital for 
treatment of smoke inhalation. Investigators say the house had working smoke 
detectors, which alerted the occupant to the fire and prevented extensive damage 
to the home. The cause of the fire is under investigation. / RECREATION, 
HEALTH: Hoping to plan some safe, socially distanced summer recreation? 
Starting tomorrow morning (Thurs., April 15), Oregon State Parks is offering a 
limited number of reservable group camping and reservable group day-use areas 
in some parks for stays beginning May 1 and beyond. A list of the parks and 
reservable group facilities is available on the Oregon State Parks website at 
https://stateparks.oregon.gov/ You may also make reservations by phone through 
the Oregon State Parks Information Center at 1-800-551-6949. The line operates 
Mondays through Fridays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For now, group size limits are 
reduced to 25 visitors for each open area, down from the typical 50-200 visitor 
limit. Those limits will ease when the pandemic does. The group facilities were 
closed for more than a year during the height of the pandemic, which created big 
revenue shortfalls and staff reductions across the state parks system. Hiker/biker 
camping areas are also opening statewide. Check out the Oregon State Park 
website for details and locations. Hiker/biker sites are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Park visitors should continue to follow safety protocols while 
visiting state parks: limit the size of gatherings, wear face coverings, give space to 
others and wash hands often. / SAFETY, UTILITIES: Planning any projects in the 
yard or garden this spring? Maybe you want to plant a tree or shrub; replace the 
back fence; or build a new patio or deck? Be safe! Every six seconds in America 
someone risks their life by striking an underground utility line. April is National 
Safe Digging Month. Local utilities urge you to always call 8-1-1 or go to 
https://digsafelyoregon.com/ to schedule a free visit from a specialist who will help 
you locate and avoid underground utilities that could endanger you. Call or go 
online at least two days before you plan to dig. Make sure that simple, harmless 
maintenance project doesn’t turn into a health hazard and result in a big repair 
bill. / ANIMALS, FAMILIES, HEALTH: So many great dogs and so many terrific 
dog people. Coordinators with the Northwest-based @DogAgingProject are 
inviting dog owners to enroll their pet buddies in a national study on factors that 
help dogs stay healthy as they age. According to the researchers, dogs and their 
people share the same homes, have comparable lifestyles, and get many of the 
same diseases more common during old age, such as arthritis, cancer, heart 
disease and dementia. The project, funded for five years largely by the National 
Institute of Aging at the National Institutes of Health, hopes to learn how biology, 
habits, and the environment affect canine aging in a wide variety of dogs, of all 
ages and sizes, mixed breed and purebred; country, metro or suburban dwellers; 
and even of different occupations, from beloved household pets to trustworthy job 
partners. Among the project’s research areas: genetics, microbiology, toxicology, 
canine cognition, age-related mobility, cardiology and clinical drug trials. The 
project is co-directed by biology of aging researchers in the Department of 
Pathology at the University of Washington School of Medicine and by geriatric 
veterinary medicine specialists at Texas A & M’s College of Veterinary Sciences. 
Other participating veterinary schools are Washington State University, University 
of Georgia, Colorado State University, Oregon State University, Iowa State 



University and North Carolina State University. Want to participate in the study? 
Nominate your dog at dogagingproject.org / CRIME: A new FBI-led task force will 
work with police in Portland to build cases against people responsible for an 
increase in shootings. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports the creation of a 
multi-agency Metro Safe Streets Task Force came after much negotiation and a 
guarantee for set boundaries on Portland officers' participation. Under a 
memorandum of understanding, 20 Portland officers working with the task force 
will be deputized as federal officers but won't do immigration or crowd control 
enforcement in coordination or on behalf of federal law enforcement. The 
collaboration will bring federal money to local police agencies to do the post-
shooting investigative work as well as equipment. / SPORTS: Are you logging a 
few miles each day, preparing to cover 26.2 of them during this month’s virtual 
Eugene Marathon? Prepare to be awed by this week’s accomplishment by runner 
Des Linden. The Register-Guard reports that yesterday, Linden was on a timed 
ultramarathon route that followed the Row River Road bike path along the 
northern bank of Dorena Lake near Cottage Grove. The two-time Olympian and 
Boston Marathon winner set a world record on the 50k course. The 37-year-old 
from Michigan covered the distance in 2 hours, 59 minutes, and 54 seconds. 
According to The Register-Guard, Linden averaged 5:47 per mile. She hit the 
26.2-mile marathon mark in 2:31:13. The Row River Road course has been the 
site of several under-the-radar races the past year, including attempts by former 
Oregon stars Galen Rupp and Jordan Hasay to break U.S. half-marathon records. 
Neither were able to do what Linden did Tuesday. ; The NCAA is on the verge of 
making a major change to its transfer rules as the Division I Council meets today 
and Thursday. At the top of the agenda is voting on a proposal that would grant 
all college athletes the right to transfer one time as undergraduates without sitting 
out a season of competition. All indications are the proposal will pass. When it 
does, athletes in football, men’s and women’s basketball, baseball and men’s ice 
hockey will for the first time be immediately eligible to play after switching schools 
without asking for special permission. For decades, the penalty of giving up a 
year of eligibility helped deter athletes from transferring, at least in those high-
profile sports. In all other NCAA sports, athletes were allowed to switch schools 
once before graduating and play immediately. The change would make the 
exception available to everyone — which is likely to mean more transfers than 
ever. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY: We've had some very unusual weather for mid-April the 
past few days: warming temperatures and gusty winds. Things are drying out fast. 
Temperatures are expected to reach the low 80s this weekend. That's increasing 
the risk of grass fires, brush fires, and wildfires. And it’s why the Lane Regional 
Air Protection Agency is temporarily suspending outdoor burning for one week 
starting today.  State fire prevention officials said earlier this week they were 
already concerned about our warmer, drier spring. They say 2021 has produced 
nearly three times the average number of fires to date and that many were 
sparked by backyard burn piles. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, SAFETY, 
GOVERNMENT: The Oregon Department of Forestry is spearheading more than 
three dozen projects in Lane County to help reduce long-term wildfire risk. The 
effort is part of a $5 million statewide push funded by the Oregon Legislative 
Emergency Board. Lane County’s share is $581,000. The projects rely on a 
series of state and local partnerships. Partners in the department’s efforts include 
forest collaboratives, watershed councils, the Northwest Youth Corps, OSU, 
private landowners, counties, federal agencies, and the Confederated Tribes of 
the Grand Ronde. For example, the USDA Forest Service’s Willamette National 
Forest is a partner in the effort to reduce fuels on private lands in the McKenzie 
Bridge area. Pure Water Partners is involved in a similar project also in the 
McKenzie watershed. Another fuels-reduction project involves the South Hills 
Eugene Fuels Mitigation Collaborative. And the Long Tom Watershed Council 
and private landowners are involved in fuels-reduction projects in Crow, Fern 
Ridge, Noti, Powell Creek and Veneta. Across Lane County, state forestry 
officials expect the projects collectively will result in treatment efforts on than 
7,000 acres. Officials say 750 trees felled during the fuel-reduction projects will be 
used for restoring stream habitats. The projects also will repair ten miles of hiking 
trails damaged by Labor Day wildfires. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, LEGAL: A 
coalition of conservation groups say they have filed a lawsuit that challenges the 
state’s approach to logging in the Santiam State Forest after September’s 
destructive wildfires. The groups say the Oregon Department of Forestry’s logging 
operations amount to clearcutting in an area beloved by mountain bikers, 
horseback riders, and hikers. They say they also are concerned about the effect 
heavy logging could have on post-fire forests and watersheds. The coalition 
includes Eugene-based Cascadia Wildlands, the Center for Biological Diversity, 
Willamette Riverkeeper, Audubon Society of Corvallis, Audubon Society of 



Salem, Oregon Wild, and the Benton Forest Coalition. / HOUSING, LOW-
INCOME, POLITICS: The Oregon Senate has approved a bill that would give 
tenants, struggling with financial hardships due to the pandemic more time to pay 
past-due rent. It now moves to the House. Under the proposal, struggling renters 
would have until the end of February 2022 to repay missed rent that accumulated 
during the pandemic. Tenants currently have until July of this year. But backers 
note that Senate Bill 282 does not extend the current pandemic-related 
moratorium on evictions past June 30 and does not forgive back rent. The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report the bill also would bar landlords from reporting 
a tenant’s nonpayment of rent during the pandemic period to consumer credit 
agencies. And it would shield renters from having any missed payments during 
the COVID-era considered when they apply for rental housing in the future. While 
the legislation would temporarily relax occupancy limits, allowing renters to have 
friends and family stay with them during the pandemic period, landlords would 
have the ability to screen any guests. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health 
officials were notified of another 51 new cases of COVID-19 yesterday. And the 
Oregon Health Authority was notified of 816 new cases statewide and three new 
deaths. Locally, 13 patients are hospitalized, with two of those people in intensive 
care. Another 250 Lane County residents are considered infectious. The Oregon 
Health Authority’s weekly COVID-19 report shows surging infections, higher 
numbers of hospitalizations, and higher death numbers last week compared to 
the week before. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: The owner of a 
Springfield restaurant has appealed a fine of more than $18,000 by the state’s 
workers’-safety agency for COVID-19 related violations. Oregon OSHA fined 
Twisted River Saloon, on Springfield’s Main Street, for allowing indoor dining 
between early January and late February, when the county was at the Extreme 
Risk level because of a large number of COVID cases and indoor dining was 
prohibited. At the time of the inspection, the restaurant’s owner told Oregon 
OSHA officials that he chose to reopen the restaurant, even though he was aware 
that it went against workplace health requirements. / HEALTH: Johnson & 
Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine will remain in limbo a while longer. Distribution of 
the virus remains on hold after government health advisers said they need more 
evidence to decide if a handful of unusual blood clots were linked to the shot — 
and if so, how big the risk really is. The reports are exceedingly rare — six cases 
out of more than 7 million U.S. inoculations with the one-dose vaccine. But the 
government has recommended a pause in J&J shots this week. The move came 
soon after European regulators declared that such clots are a rare but possible 
risk with the AstraZeneca vaccine. The AstraZeneca shot is made in a similar way 
as the J&J vaccine — and is not yet approved for use in the U.S. / CRIME, 
BUSINESS: A Eugene woman who worked as a finance manager for 
Weyerhaeuser in Springfield and stole more than $4.5 million from the timber and 
wood products business has been sentenced to nearly five years in prison. 62-
year-old Susan Tranberg of Eugene also will serve three years of supervised 
release. Tranberg had worked for Weyerhaeuser in Springfield for more than 40 
years. According to court documents, from as early as June 2004 through until 
2019, Tranberg defrauded Weyerhaeuser by submitting fraudulent invoices for 
payment to a fake vendor she created. A financial analysis determined most of 
the money was used to fund a lavish lifestyle of expensive dinners, vacations, 
wedding expenses, and shopping sprees. Tranberg was charged in January of 



last year and pleaded guilty to mail fraud, aggravated identity theft, and tax 
evasion. / AGRICULTURE, WEATHER, FISHERIES, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: 
Hundreds of farmers who rely on a massive irrigation project that spans the 
Oregon-California border learned Wednesday they will get a tiny fraction of the 
water they need amid the worst drought in decades, as federal regulators attempt 
to balance the needs of agriculture against federally threatened and endangered 
fish species that are central to the heritage of several tribes. It comes after 
another dry winter with low snowpack in south-central Oregon. The U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation briefed irrigators, tribes and environmental groups early 
Wednesday after delaying the decision one month. The federally owned irrigation 
project will draw 33,000 acre-feet of water from Upper Klamath Lake, which 
farmers said was roughly 8 percent of what they need in such a dry year. Water 
deliveries will also start June 1, two months later than usual, for the 1,400 
irrigators who farm the 225,000 acres. The seasonal allocations released by the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation are the most dramatic development since water was 
shut off to hundreds of Klamath Basin irrigators in 2001 in a decades long battle 
over water rights in the region—the first time the interests of farmers took a 
backseat to those of fish and tribes. Oregon's governor said she is working with 
congressional delegates, the White House, and federal agencies to find relief for 
those affected. Brown said in a statement that Oregon water regulators are 
reviewing a plan to allow irrigators to pump more than twice as much groundwater 
per acre for their crops as allowed last year when drought reduced water supplies 
to a lesser extent. Oregon U.S. Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley, along with 
Second District Congressman Cliff Bentz announced yesterday that irrigators on 
the Klamath Reclamation Project will receive $15 million in immediate aid and 
Klamath Basin tribes will receive $3 million in technical assistance, and that 
another $10 million will be available for drought assistance from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, following the release of a water operations plan for the 
Klamath Reclamation Project. The Klamath Tribes this week proactively sued to 
ensure minimum water levels for a fish species they say is critical to their 
heritage. The Yurok Tribe, also tribes affected by the water decision, said that 
even with the slashes to farmers’ water, they were facing a “catastrophic loss” of 
salmon this year. The situation in the Klamath Basin was set in motion more than 
a century ago, when the U.S. government began drawing water from a network of 
shallow lakes and marshlands and funneling it into the dry desert uplands. 
Homesteads were offered by lottery to World War II veterans who grew hay, grain 
and potatoes and pastured cattle. / WILDLIFE, HEALTH: Environmental experts 
are concerned about Oregon’s wild rabbit population, after multiple cases of a 
virus that is deadly to the animals were confirmed during the past month in 
different parts of the state. The latest case of the rabbit hemorrhagic disease, 
which was confirmed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture on Wednesday, was 
in La Pine. Last month, the disease was detected nearly 200 miles away in 
Milwaukie, a suburb of Portland, in eight dead domestic and feral rabbits. The 
disease that causes sudden death in rabbits. Experts say the virus is highly 
contagious among rabbit populations and can spread through contact with 
infected rabbits, meat, fur or materials coming into contact with them. The virus 
poses no human health risk. The virus only infects rabbits. But animal experts are 
concerned it could infect domestic rabbit populations that might come in contact 
with feral rabbits. / SPORTS, EDUCATION: Major college football and basketball 



players will be permitted to transfer one time before graduating without being 
required to sit out a year of competition starting next season. The NCAA’s 
Division I Council has voted to change the long-standing rule which has helped 
deter players in high-profile sports from switching schools and made 
undergraduates sit out a season of competition. That means athletes in football, 
men’s and women’s basketball, baseball and men’s ice hockey will for the first 
time be immediately eligible to play after switching schools without asking for 
special permission. For decades, the penalty of giving up a year of eligibility 
helped discourage athletes from transferring, at least in those high-profile sports. 
In all other NCAA sports, athletes were allowed to switch schools once before 
graduating and play immediately. The change makes the exception available to 
everyone — which is likely to mean more transfers than ever. / LEGAL, RACIAL 
JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT: A lawyer who formed part of a "Wall of Moms" 
confronting militarized federal agents in Portland is suing federal authorities, 
claiming excessive force was used against her and she was arrested without 
probable cause. In the lawsuit filed in federal court in Portland, Jennifer 
Kristiansen also accused an unnamed federal agent of groping her breast and 
buttocks as he trapped her against a wall, leading her to fear she would be raped. 
Named as defendants are Gabriel Russell, regional director of the Department of 
Homeland Security's Federal Protective Service, supervisors and 29 ground-level 
agents, who are not named because they wore no name tags. / MILITARY: 
President Joe Biden says he will withdraw the remaining U.S. troops from 
Afghanistan and end America's longest war. He declared Wednesday that the 
Sept. 11 attacks, which were coordinated from Afghanistan, cannot justify 
American forces still being there 20 years after the deadliest terror assault on the 
United States. NATO's chief says the alliance also will withdraw its remaining 
troops. Biden called the U.S. military presence the nation's “forever war.” He said 
at the White House that he is the fourth American president to preside over an 
American troop presence in Afghanistan and he "will not pass this responsibility to 
a fifth.” ; The Biden administration’s surprise announcement of an unconditional 
troop withdrawal from Afghanistan by September appears to strip Taliban 
insurgents and the Afghan government of considerable leverage. They can no 
longer hold the US hostage because Washington, D.C., made it clear that troops 
are leaving, no matter what. Previously, when the withdrawal had been 
conditional, the Taliban had been escalating violence while the Afghan president 
dragged his feet on a power-sharing deal with the insurgents. At the same time, 
fears are growing of worsening chaos in conflict-scarred Afghanistan even before 
the Americans leave. /  
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WEATHER, SAFETY, RECREATION: The National Weather Service in Portland 
says dry and windy conditions combined with unseasonably warm temperatures 
are elevating fire danger today into the weekend across much of Northwest 
Oregon. Temperatures will be around 20 degrees above normal with highs in the 
low 80s in the Willamette Valley and Cascade foothills on Saturday. Low humidity 
and gusty winds also are expected. A Red Flag Warning for the region is in effect 
from 10 a.m. this morning through late tonight. Lane and several other counties 
have banned backyard burning amid the heightened fire risk. ; A brush fire, 
possibly sparked by a burn pile, charred several acres off Upper Camp Creek 
Road yesterday. Crews from McKenzie Fire & Rescue, assisted by an Oregon 
Department of Forestry helicopter, helped protect a handful of nearby structures 
and contain the fire. Officials say it is another reminder of how quickly vegetation 
is drying out in this warm weather—and how a small spark can turn into a fire 
amid these gusty winds. Yesterday, the Lane Regional Air Protection Agency 
temporarily suspended outdoor burning for one week. State fire prevention 
officials say 2021 already has seen nearly three times the average number of 
vegetation fires and many were sparked by backyard burn piles. ; It’s shaping up 
to be a gorgeous weekend. But if you’re planning to play on or near Oregon’s 
lakes, rivers, and streams a reminder that while the weather will be warm, the 
water is “springtime cold.” High temperatures this weekend will be in the upper 
70s to low 80s. But river temperatures are a whole lot colder: 45-55 degrees. 
What does that mean if you unexpectedly wind up in the water? A higher risk of 
cold-water shock and hypothermia. The chilly water catches people off-guard 
every year when we get an early but of warm weather. But it can be deadly. Use 
caution if you’re planning to be near the water this weekend. Yes, have fun. But 
stay safe. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health officials were notified of 75 new 
cases of COVID-19 yesterday. Ten local patients are hospitalized, with two of 
those people in intensive care. Another 273 Lane County residents are 
considered infectious. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday was notified of 773 
new cases statewide and six new deaths. Officials say Oregon has been 
averaging close to 600 new cases per day, up 50 percent from two weeks ago. 
More than 1.5 million Oregonians are now partially or fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19. But state officials have identified more variants of the coronavirus, 
setting up a race to inoculate residents before more contagious infections spread. 
; Lane County Public Health officials say they are concerned with our growing 



number of COVID-19 cases. They say the numbers during the past week 
represent a “very significant jump” and what they think is a surge in infections. 
Public health spokesman Jason Davis yesterday called the numbers “very 
troublesome” and said this is what happens when we, as a community, let our 
guard down. If there is a silver lining, officials say it is that we have not seen any 
new local COVID-19 related deaths in the past week-and-a-half and hospital 
numbers have remained about the same. ; Lane County Public Health officials 
say we have seen an overall increase in infected individuals and some alarming 
trends. Among them: Ninety-three cases since March 24, of COVID-19 among 
school-aged children and teens. These are some of the highest numbers local 
health officials have seen during the pandemic. They say many cases are 
occurring outside of school when children get together to hang out and play. Lane 
County Public Health is urging parents to make sure all gatherings are safe and 
healthy, with proper masking, physical distancing, and “respiratory hygiene.” 
There are also growing numbers of local cases involving household transmission, 
where a single person infects an entire household. County public health officials 
say this is of particular concern as some of the more contagious new variants 
take hold in our area. Health investigators continue to trace new cases to small 
gatherings involving more than one household where people are not distancing 
and wearing masks. There are continued workplace transmissions, usually when 
employees don’t distance or get together while on break of outside of work. There 
have been recent cases tied to Bible studies and other religious activities. And 
there are cases tied to unvaccinated educators and unvaccinated workers in long-
term care facilities. ; Back on March 29, we only had seven new reported cases of 
COVID-19 in Lane County. Yesterday, we had 75. That’s bad news, because it 
means that one week from now Lane County might vault from the state’s Low 
Risk category all the way back to High Risk—a reflection of the growing number 
of cases we’ve seen the past few weeks. State officials have looked at changing 
some of the risk level restrictions to lessen the impacts on businesses and they 
might discuss that during a media briefing set for later this morning. But there’s no 
guarantee. And a High-Risk level, while still allowing things like indoor dining and 
fitness classes, would reduce capacity back to 25 percent. Lane County Public 
Health officials are hoping that, no matter what risk level we’re assigned, we can 
use it as motivation to improve the local health picture. They say they 
understanding we are human: We sometimes let our guard down, lower our 
masks, touch our faces. But now is the time to remind ourselves and others that 
we have control of what happens with our family’s and community’s health. 
Simple steps like wearing masks and distancing from those outside our 
households have reversed these trends in the past.  And being vaccinated can 
help protect yourself and those around you. ; Lane County is seeing a growing 
number of COVID-19 cases tied to the more contagious variants. With the help of 
genomic sequencing by the University of Oregon, public health officials have 
been notified of eight cases of the variant first spotted in the United Kingdom, 
seven cases of a variant that was first confirmed in California, and 4 cases tied to 
what’s known as the New York Variant. Lane County Public Health officials say it 
is really no surprise: These variants have been spreading in the U.S. for quite 
some time. A combination of travel outside of the area and people no longer 
practicing strong infection control measures brought them to our community. But 
Dr. Patrick Luedtke (say: LUHD’-key), Lane County’s top infection-control expert, 



says while the growing number of cases tied to coronavirus variants is 
concerning, it is not a scary as it might sound. Luedtke says it appears they the 
variants do not cause as much severe disease as initially feared. And he says 
they have not mutated beyond the protection offered by the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines. But Luedtke adds that the longer any population is exposed to COVID, 
the more time a virus has to mutate, and more variants will occur—some of them 
potentially more severe. He says that’s why being vaccinated is so important: it 
protects you, your community, and can stop the spread of variants in their tracks. 
Luedtke says we control our destiny. He’s urging everyone be vaccinated to allow 
the safe reopening of our community. / CRIME: Eugene Police say a man with a 
gunshot wound walked into Peacehealth’s University District hospital Wednesday 
evening shortly before 6:20 p.m. He later died. Not a lot of other detail. The man’s 
identity will be released once relatives are notified. Investigators say if you have 
tips in the case, contact the Eugene Police Violent Crimes Unit. Call 541-682-
5166 and ask for Detective Curry. Reference case number 21-05675. ; Eugene 
Police made another arrest yesterday in connection with the late May riots and 
looting of several downtown businesses. The suspect, 22-year-old Ruby Jude 
JayMustafa was arrested during a traffic stop. She is charged with Riot, Burglary 
in the Second Degree, and Theft in the First Degree for her alleged role in the 
incident. Police have arrested 31 people in connection with the criminal event that 
took place eleven months ago near the base of the Washington Street Bridge. 
Investigators continue to analyze video and photos from the scene, match images 
of suspects to confirm identities, and locate those people. Additional arrests are 
expected. Police continue to ask for your help in identifying suspects. / 
EDUCATION: On Monday, members of the Bethel School Board meet to finalize 
the hiring of the district’s next superintendent. Kraig Sproles currently is the 
assistant superintendent for the Salem-Keizer School system. His selection was 
announced yesterday morning. Sproles will replace Chris Parra, who announced 
her retirement in November. He’ll start the new job in the Bethel Schools on July 
1. According to a news release from the district, Sproles began his career 
teaching Native American students in Oklahoma and has held jobs over the years 
focusing on academic achievement and school improvement. He says he’s 
looking forward to leading the Bethel district and commended teachers, staff, 
students and their families for their educational practices, focus on literacy, 
graduation and completion rates. / ECONOMY, TRANSPORTATION, BUSINESS: 
Southwest Airlines has finalized the schedule for its inaugural service in Eugene. 
Starting August 29, Southwest will offer once-daily nonstop flights from Las Vegas 
to Eugene each day at 10 a.m. The nonstop Eugene-to-Las Vegas flights depart 
at 12:45 p.m. Southwest’s twice-daily nonstop flights between Eugene and 
Oakland, California, also begin on August 29. They depart Eugene at 6:25 a.m. 
and 1:45 p.m. Oakland to Eugene flights depart at 11:40 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. / 
WILDFIRE RECOVERY, RECREATION: Another reopening after September’s 
devastating wildfires, this time in one of the most hard-hit areas. Detroit Lake 
State Recreation Area, in the mountains east of Salem, begins on Monday 
offering campsite reservations for Spring and Summer stays beginning as early 
as Tuesday. According to official with Oregon State Parks, the limited camping 
reservations are available up to six months in advance through Reserve America 
at oregonstateparks.reserveamerica.com or by calling 800-452-5687. Detroit Lake 
State Recreation Area was in the area hit hard by the Santiam Canyon wildfires, 



but the park sustained far less damage than the nearby resort town of Detroit. 
Park managers say that while you’ll see wildfire damage all along Oregon 
Highway 22, for the most part visitors won’t notice anything different at the park 
itself. Detroit Lake State Recreation Area was closed for the past six months while 
staff cleared burned vegetation and repaired a damaged water tank. The tank will 
be replaced in the fall. / ELECTIONS, POLITICS, GROWTH: For the first time in 
nearly 40 years Oregon is likely to be awarded an additional seat in the United 
States House of Representatives, increasing the number of congressional 
districts in the blue state from five to six. But the uncommon occurrence has been 
coupled with a set of challenges and unique situations – a lack of census data, a 
request to extend the task, a push for a bipartisan group to create boundaries 
rather than lawmakers and a surprising agreement with the minority Republican 
party. ; Democrats have agreed to give up an advantage in redrawing the state’s 
political districts for the next 10 years in exchange for a commitment from 
Republicans to stop blocking bills in the Oregon Legislature with delay tactics. 
Oregon Public Broadcasting reports the surprise deal was reached Wednesday 
evening after a weeks-long standoff. With the agreement, Democrats, stymied so 
far despite holding supermajorities in both legislative chambers, appear to have 
gained an easier path to passing much of their agenda. But they’ve essentially 
granted veto power to Republicans, who can now block any map of legislative or 
congressional districts from passing. / TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Officials 
say travel is increasing in Oregon and so are the instances of Transportation 
Security Administration agents finding guns in carry-on luggage. KOIN reports at 
the Portland International Airport, travel increased in March, especially during 
spring break. From March 18 through April 4, the airport had more than 545,000 
travelers, which was 22 percent higher than forecasted. TSA says five loaded 
guns were found in carry-on luggage in March at PDX and one so far in April. 
Firearms can be transported on a commercial aircraft only if they are unloaded, 
packed in a locked, hard-sided case and checked. Thirty-three firearms were 
found in carry-on luggage in 2020 at PDX. Twelve have been found in 2021 so 
far. / LEGAL, ENVIRONMENT, WILDLIFE: An environmental group filed a lawsuit 
Thursday alleging the federal government has failed to act on petitions to protect 
nine different species under the Endangered Species Act and failed to designate 
critical habitat for 11 others. The complaint covers species from Oregon to 
Delaware and asks the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make decisions on the 
species after years of delays. The Center for Biological Diversity previously sued 
over more than 200 species waiting for protection decisions. The group says the 
average waiting period for an imperiled species to get federal protection is 12 
years, and 47 species have gone extinct waiting. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, 
LEGAL: Seven environmental groups have filed a lawsuit to halt post-fire logging 
in Santiam State Forest. The Statesman Journal reports the suit seeks to stop the 
Oregon Department of Forestry from current logging and bar it from moving 
forward with timber sales and hazard tree removal across 3,000 acres of state 
forest burned by September fires around the Santiam Canyon. The groups cited 
concerns over recreation, drinking water and forest health in asking a Multnomah 
Circuit Court judge to issue an injunction at an April 30 hearing. If successful, all 
logging would stop until the case was decided. That delay is important because 
burned, killed trees only remain viable for wood products for a short time. /  
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HEALTH: Today is the day that all Oregonians ages 16 and older become eligible 
for COVID-19 vaccination. COVID-19 vaccinations are free. Lane County Public 
Health is leading our vaccination effort and coordinates with local hospitals, 
community clinics, private healthcare providers, non-profit medical providers, and 
a network of pharmacy partners such as Albertson’s/Safeway, Bi-Mart, Costco, 
Fred Meyer, Health Mart, Rite-Aid, Walmart, and Walgreens. Lane County Public 
Health lists the area’s vaccination clinics and partners at 
https://lanecounty.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=17388003 The top of the page 
includes information on the county’s mass-vaccination events and links for 
scheduling your appointment. Scroll down to learn about scheduling vaccination 
appointments at hospitals and clinics, primary care providers, and pharmacies. All 
of this is welcome news during a pandemic that has sickened 31.5 million 
Americans, killing 567,000 including 2,460 Oregonians. One-third of those who 
survived are living with a range of long-term symptoms that include chronic 
fatigue, trouble breathing, difficulty thinking and concentrating (“brain fog”), 
cardiac inflammation, gastrointestinal issues, joint pain, and loss of smell and 
taste. Some COVID-19 “long haulers” recover fully after several weeks or months, 
but others continue to struggle more than a year later. Some survivors say after 
they received the vaccine their symptoms began easing or disappeared 
altogether. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are 94 percent effective in 
preventing COVID-19. Each vaccine is administered in two doses, the Prime dose 
and the Boost dose. The first dose “primes” your body to recognize the invader; 
the second dose “boosts” your immune system to protect you from infection. It’s 
important to receive both doses to ensure full immune response. The first and 
second doses are administered a minimum 21-42 days apart for the Pfizer 
vaccine and 28-42 days for the Moderna vaccine. If you feel flu-like symptoms 
after being vaccinated, it’s because your immune system is ramping up. 
Maximum immunity is reached 2-3 weeks after the second dose is administered. ; 
Our local growth in COVID-19 cases continues. Lane County Public Health 
officials were notified over the weekend of a combined 96 new cases on Saturday 
and Sunday. Eleven local patients are hospitalized, with two of those people in 
intensive care. Another 297 Lane County residents are considered infectious. But 
there have been no new reported deaths in close to two weeks. Our local toll 
stands at 144. As the increase in infections continue, Lane County on Friday is 
expected to vault from the state’s Low Risk category to High Risk. The state will 



update its county risk levels tomorrow. If it happens, the county will see a return of 
restrictions that tightly limit indoor capacity at many businesses. The Oregon 
Health Authority over the weekend was notified of a combined more than 1,500 
new cases of COVID-19 and three new deaths. Officials said last week that 
Oregon has been averaging close to 600 new cases per day, up 50 percent from 
two weeks ago. More than one-million Oregonians are now fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 and another half-million have received their first dose. But 
state officials say a small but growing number of cases are tied to the new 
variants of the coronavirus, setting up a race to inoculate residents before more 
contagious strains evolve and spread. In recent weeks, COVID-19 cases have 
surged across the country, bringing a “fourth wave” of infections. A growing 
number of cases involve the more-contagious new coronavirus variants. Health 
experts say the best ways to reverse these trends are to wear masks, distance 
from those outside your household, and be vaccinated to stop the spread of the 
coronavirus and the rise of new variants. ; Half of all adults in the U.S. have 
received at least one COVID-19 shot. The announcement by the federal 
government yesterday marks another milestone in the nation's largest-ever 
vaccination campaign. But there's still more work to do to get skeptical Americans 
to roll up their sleeves. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports 
almost 130 million people 18 or older have received at least one dose of a 
vaccine. That works out to 50.4 percent of the total adult population. Nearly 84 
million adults, or about 32.5 percent of the population, have been fully vaccinated. 
The U.S. cleared the 50 percent mark just one day after the reported global death 
toll from the coronavirus topped 3 million, according to totals compiled by Johns 
Hopkins University. However, it's believed the actual number of coronavirus 
deaths is significantly higher. ; The top infectious disease expert in the United 
States says advisers to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention plan to 
meet this Friday to discuss the pause in the use of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-
19 vaccine. Dr. Anthony Fauci said Sunday that he expects the advisers to make 
a decision quickly and he’d be “very surprised if we don’t have a resumption in 
some form by Friday.” The Johnson & Johnson vaccine is in limbo in the U.S. 
after federal health advisers said they needed more evidence before deciding if a 
handful of unusual blood clots in some recipients were linked to the shot and if so, 
how big the risk is. ; As COVID-19 cases continue to increase in Oregon, officials 
on Friday addressed what they called “stark” and “unacceptable” disparities in 
COVID-19 vaccine distribution and the challenges of persuading some residents 
to accept vaccination. The Oregonian and OregonLive reported Friday that people 
in state’s wealthiest ZIP code are 58 percent vaccinated, while a low-income 
community that has been one of the hardest-hit by the pandemic is 22 percent 
vaccinated. Based on data from the health authority, white people represent 75 
percent of Oregonians and account for 71 percent of vaccinations. Whites also 
have seen fewer cases of COVID-19 in Oregon, accounting for only about half of 
all infections. ; States around the country are lifting COVID-19 restrictions. But 
Oregon is poised to go the opposite direction, and many residents are fuming 
about it. A top health official is considering indefinitely extending rules requiring 
masks and social distancing in all workplaces in the state. The administrator of 
Oregon's Occupational Safety and Health department says the “permanent” rules 
are needed because otherwise state law allows the current restrictions to expire. 
The proposal would keep the rules in place until they're deemed “no longer 



necessary." But the idea has prompted angry responses from some residents, 
who call it vast government overreach. / EDUCATION: Members of the Bethel 
School Board meet tonight finalize the hiring of the district’s next superintendent. 
Kraig Sproles currently is the assistant superintendent for the Salem-Keizer 
School system. He replaces Chris Parra, who announced her retirement in 
November. Sproles begins his new job in the Bethel Schools on July 1. Kraig 
Sproles began his career teaching Native American students in Oklahoma and 
has held jobs over the years focusing on academic achievement and school 
improvement. He says he’s looking forward to leading the Bethel district and 
commended teachers, staff, students and their families for their educational 
practices, focus on literacy, graduation and completion rates. ; Oregon State 
University’s Board of Trustees has confirmed the university’s new interim 
president. Becky Johnson moves up from her role as vice president of the OSU 
Cascades campus in Bend. Johnson will be the university’s first female president. 
She replaces former OSU President F. King Alexander. Alexander resigned last 
month after reports of mishandled sexual misconduct at his previous university — 
Louisiana State University. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Oregon Football welcomed a 
limited number of fans to Saturday’s scrimmage and is planning to welcome a few 
more to the annual Spring Game on May 1. Details will be announced this week 
at the Oregon Athletics website, GoDucks.com  About 1,500 fans watched 
Saturday’s scrimmage, after free passes to the event were offered online Friday. 
For the Spring Game, the Athletic Department will increase capacity to 15 percent 
and it, too, will be a ticketed event with seats available to season ticket holders, 
Duck Athletic Fund members, students and the general public. For those unable 
to attend, the Spring Game is being broadcast at 2 p.m. on May 1 by the Pac-12 
Network. The annual Spring Game Food Drive to benefit Food for Lane County 
once again will be conducted virtually. Last year's Spring Game Food Drive raised 
$26,743, resulting in 87,000 pounds of food being delivered to benefit people 
experiencing hunger locally. / CRIME: Police in Portland say they arrested four 
people after declaring a riot on Friday night when protesters smashed windows, 
burglarized businesses and set fires. Demonstrations started earlier in the day in 
a park after police fatally shot a man while responding to reports of a person with 
a gun. Officials said he was a white man in his 30s. A witness said the man 
appeared to be experiencing a mental health crisis. Authorities say the 
investigation into the shooting was hampered by a crowd that pulled down police 
tape intended to keep people away. ; Protesters who smashed windows, 
burglarized businesses and set fires during recent demonstrations in Portland 
caused significant damage. Now, authorities are urging business owners and 
managers to review security video to help police apprehend more suspects. ; 
Police say a 75-year-old Keizer man was arrested after firing a shotgun Thursday 
night near a group of protesters outside the Salem Police Department. Police say 
the suspect, Larry McFarland, drove up as about 20 people protesting the death 
of a 13-year-old boy by a Chicago police officer. Police say McFarland stepped 
out of his vehicle with the shotgun, pointed it at the crowd, then fired it into the air. 
No one was wounded. Police say officers ordered McFarland to drop his weapon, 
but he refused and left. Investigators say officers conducted a high-risk traffic stop 
nearby and arrested McFarland. / EDUCATION: Some school leaders in Oregon 
and Washington are rejecting standardized testing that normally happens each 
spring because of instructional time lost to the pandemic. School boards for 



Oregon's two largest school districts, Portland and Salem-Keizer, both passed 
resolutions this week not to administer standardized tests this year. Other 
districts, including Ashland, Eagle Point, and Oregon Trail have taken the same 
step. Opting out of state assessments violates state policy and could affect school 
funds if districts don't comply next year. ; WEATHER, SAFETY: Dry, breezy 
conditions helped fuel a series of small vegetation fires around the Eugene-
Springfield area over the weekend. They included a small blaze off Gimple Hill 
Road, southwest of town, and a vegetation fire behind the West 11th Avenue 
Dollar General store. There was only minor damage. The cause is being 
investigated. ; Authorities say a brush fire Friday near Oregon City prompted “Go 
Now” evacuations for residents in about a dozen homes before it was brought 
under control. Clackamas Fire officials say it was reported Friday afternoon in a 
suburb just east of Oregon City and that 17 structures briefly were threatened. 
 The blaze scorched about 40 acres. Fire crews stayed in the area overnight to 
mop up any hotspots. ; Klamath County Sheriff deputies evacuated a handful of 
homes in a remote corner of Klamath County as another April wildfire has broken 
out in Oregon amid dry, warm and windy conditions. The Pomina fire was burning 
uncontained near the town of Beatty, located about 40 miles northeast of Klamath 
Falls. Officials got the first call about the fire at 2:30 p.m. Sunday. By evening it 
had scorched about 1,200 acres. / CRIME, SAFETY, EDUCATION: On Friday 
morning, Oregon State Police and the Lane County Sheriff’s Office were 
dispatched to the McKenzie High School regarding the location of a stolen 
vehicle. Officials say the 2020 GMC Traverse had been reported stolen out of 
Albany. School staff reviewed security footage and noticed the man associated 
with the stolen vehicle had earlier entered the main hallway of the 
school. Because his reason for entering and current location were unknown, staff 
placed the school on lockdown and additional law enforcement personnel 
responded to McKenzie High School. A further review of security footage showed 
the suspect walking outside on school property. An Oregon State Police trooper 
located the suspect about a mile away from the school and took him into custody 
without incident.  The suspect was identified as 33-year-old Joshua Walker-
Graham of Portland. He was transported to the Lane County Jail and charged 
with Possession of a Stolen Vehicle, Unlawful Use of a Stolen Vehicle, Trespass, 
and Theft of Lost or Mislaid Porperty.  The school lifted the lockdown once Walker 
Graham was taken into custody and there is no ongoing threat to the school or 
area residents. / RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT, EVENTS: Close to 2,500 
volunteers took part in Saturday’s statewide cleanup projects, sponsored by 
SOLVE. In Lane County, much of the effort focused on the Oregon Coast. But 
there were similar projects across Oregon that include litter pick-up, removal of 
invasive plant species, and planting of native trees and shrubs. Statewide, 
coordinators estimate volunteers collected more than 22,000 pounds of trash. 
Some Oregon Spring Cleanup projects will continue this week. The first Spring 
Oregon Beach Cleanup was held in 1986 and the first SOLVE IT for Earth Day 
event was held in 1990. Together, these two events have helped remove over 17 
million pounds of litter and debris from Oregon’s urban and natural 
landscapes. This year, the momentum continued as the two events were 
combined into one for the first time, debuting as the Oregon Spring Cleanup. /  
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HEALTH: Demand for COVID-19 vaccinations remains strong in Lane County. All 
of the county’s available mass-vaccination clinics spots quickly filled after all 
Oregonians ages 16 and older become eligible on Monday. A few spots remained 
this morning for appointments this week among the network of pharmacy partners 
such as Albertson’s/Safeway, Bi-Mart, Costco, Fred Meyer, Health Mart, Rite-Aid, 
Walmart, and Walgreens but most slots also were scheduled very quickly. Lane 
County Public Health is leading our vaccination effort and coordinates with local 
hospitals, community clinics, private healthcare providers, non-profit medical 
providers, and the pharmacies. See the area’s vaccination clinics and partners at 
https://lanecounty.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=17388003 The top of the page 
includes information on the county’s mass-vaccination events and links for 
scheduling your appointment. Scroll down to learn about scheduling vaccination 
appointments at hospitals and clinics, primary care providers, and pharmacies. ; 
Our local growth in COVID-19 cases continues. Lane County Public Health 
officials were notified yesterday of 65 new cases. Eleven local patients are 
hospitalized, with one of those people in intensive care. Another 322 Lane County 
residents are considered infectious. But there have been no new deaths reported 
during the past two weeks. Our local toll stands at 144. As the increase in 
infections continues, Lane County on Friday is expected to vault from the state’s 
Low Risk category to High Risk. The state will update its county risk levels today. 
If it happens, the county will see a return of restrictions that tightly limit indoor 
capacity at many businesses. The Oregon Health Authority was yesterday of 473 
new cases of COVID-19 but no new deaths. Officials said last week that Oregon 
has been averaging close to 600 new cases per day, up 50 percent from two 
weeks ago. The virus has sickened more than 175,000 Oregonians and 2,460 
have died of COVID-19-related causes during the pandemic. Across the U.S., the 
number of cases totals 31.7 million Americans, with more than 567,000 deaths. / 
BUSINESS, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Oregon OSHA has fined two Lowe’s 
Home Improvement stores—one in Albany, the other in Redmond—more than 
$35,000. Inspectors say managers willfully failed to ensure that all customers 
inside the retail stores wore a mask, face covering, or face shield to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. The state’s workplace safety regulator says that potentially 
exposed the home improvement store’s workers to the coronavirus. The company 
has 30 days to appeal the fines. The citations came after the agency received 
multiple complaints about both locations and conducted inspections. Through 



employer and employee interviews, and an examination of records, inspectors 
determined that supervisors at the stores were fully aware of the requirement to 
ensure customer use of facial coverings but intentionally decided against carrying 
out their responsibilities. OSHA Administrator Michael Wood says it is “not 
enough to leave the protection of employees in the hands of cooperative 
customers.” He says employers must take appropriate steps to ensure that the 
rules in place are actually followed. The inspections documented three violations 
of workplace health and safety standards at the Lowe’s store in Redmond and 
one at the store in Albany. / CRIME: Lane County Sheriff's Office is still 
attempting to locate the suspect in Friday night’s shooting in the 29000 block of 
Kelso Street, north of the Beltline off Prairie Road. A 56-year-old Eugene man 
was wounded during the incident but is in stable condition at a hospital. The 
shooting is believed related to an ongoing feud. Investigators say the suspect is 
55-year-old Darren Lee Woods. He is a white male, about 5’11” tall and 165 
pounds with grey hair and green eyes. Woods was last seen driving a 1998 
Dodge 1500 bearing Oregon license plate 125MEA.  The truck has a sticker 
across the back window with black lettering.  The wheels on the truck were 
described to be chrome and the truck is lifted and “sporty.” Officials say Woods 
also is associated with a white 1985 Pace Arrow motorhome with brown stripes 
and Oregon license plate MH103752. Investigators say they have not located the 
firearm tied to the shooting and that Woods should be considered armed and 
dangerous. If you see him, call 911. If you have leads in the case, call the non-
emergency line of the Lane County Sheriff’s Office at 541-682-4141. ; Eugene 
Police yesterday released the name of the man with a gunshot wound who 
walked into Peacehealth’s University District hospital Wednesday evening shortly 
before 6:20 p.m. and later died. He is identified as 39-year-old Jeffrey Allen 
Chaney. Investigators are still seeking leads in the case. Contact the Eugene 
Police Violent Crimes Unit. Call 541-682-5166 and ask for Detective Curry. 
Reference case number 21-05675. ; A portion of Eugene’s Patterson Street 
reopened late last night following the investigation into the single-vehicle crash 
into a tree that left one person dead. The crash happened shortly after 6:00 p.m. 
on Patterson between 22nd and 24th Avenues. More details are expected to be 
released today. ; Eugene Police are investigating a series of arsons near West 
11th Avenue and Seneca Road on Sunday evening. The first reports came in 
shortly before 7:20 p.m. of fires reported burning in garbage cans at two different 
Lane Transit District bus stops. While police were still in the area, an officer 
spotted a column of smoke and fire adjacent to the Dollar General Store in the 
2600 block of West 11th Avenue. Officers ensured the store was evacuated while 
Eugene-Springfield Fire responded and quickly doused the blaze, which 
appeared to have ignited in a dumpster area adjacent to the store and spread to 
surrounding trees. Fire officials say there had been an earlier fire near West 
11th Avenue and Bailey Hill Road.  While searching the area for a possible 
suspect, police responded to a similar incident near West 6th Avenue and Monroe 
Street, but it is unclear whether it was connected to the previous fires. Have any 
leads in the case? Eugene Police Arson Investigators and the Eugene-Springfield 
Fire Marshal are continuing the investigation.  / POLITICS, SAFETY, CRIME: A 
proposed gun storage law that would be among the toughest in the U.S. is 
headed for a vote in the Oregon Legislature. Backers say it will save lives and 
opponents contend it could lead to deaths. The debate in Oregon over guns 



mirrors similar discussions being held nationwide. Oregon’s bill generated 
testimony from hundreds of people, mostly in writing because there wasn’t 
enough time to take all the verbal testimony. Oregon's bill mandates that gun 
owners secure unattended weapons with trigger locks or in locked compartments. 
Those who do not would be strictly liable for any injuries or property damage. If a 
minor gets ahold of an unsecured firearm, the gun's owner would face a 
maximum $2,000 fine. Among those testifying was a man whose brother-in-law 
was killed with a stolen gun in a mass shooting at a Portland-area shopping mall 
in 2012. But opponents say forcing people to keep guns locked up could waste 
precious moments if they need to defend themselves against armed intruders. 
One man described how his wife woke up when he was away one night in 1981 
and was threatened by an armed intruder as she struggled to retrieve a pistol 
from a locked gun box. Opponents also have said the bill is an infringement on 
the constitutional right to bear arms. Advocates for the gun storage bill have said 
it would reduce suicides, saying putting anything between a person’s impulse to 
take their own life and a gun could give the person a moment to reconsider. 
Supporters say safe storage also could reduce school shootings. Minors who 
commit those attacks often obtain the gun from their home or the home of a 
relative or friend. Massachusetts is the only state that requires that all unattended 
firearms be stored with locking devices in place, according to the Giffords gun 
safety advocacy group. Penalties for violations can range from imprisonment to 
thousands of dollars in fines. States that have passed laws requiring some level 
of firearms safe storage include California, Connecticut and New York, said 
Allison Anderman, senior counsel at Giffords. Similar bills this session have failed 
in Illinois, Kentucky, Montana, New Mexico and Virginia, Anderman said. / 
POLITICS, HOMELESSNESS, COMMUNITY: The Oregon House on Monday 
approved a bill that would extend from 24 to 48 hours the notice period to 
homeless individuals before local government agencies remove an encampment. 
In addition, the measure would increase the time a municipality would be required 
to store unclaimed personal property removed from a site from 30 days to 90 
days. House Bill 3124 now moves to the Senate. State representative John 
Lively, a Springfield Democrat, said that while lawmakers are working on various 
bills relating to housing and homelessness this session, this particular piece of 
legislation “addresses some other aspects of how [homeless people] are treated.” 
Heather Sielicki, a Eugene human rights commissioner who works with the 
homeless population in the area, said extending the notice would also allow 
nonprofits and other organizations more time to gather and provide services to 
the vulnerable population. People who are currently or were previously homeless 
were among those writing the Legislature to support the bill. However, some 
argued that the extensions would be challenging, unnecessary and not feasible. 
Among them was Lucas Hillier, the program manager for the city of Portland 
Homelessness and Urban Camping Impact Reduction Program. For the past six 
years, the program has been responsible for coordinating the cleanup of 
campsites in Portland. Hillier said in written testimony that currently the program 
gives a 48-hour notice. Hillier along with Republican Representative Kim Wallan 
raised concerns that the extended 72-hour notice could create challenges in 
intervening earlier in “severe” circumstances. If the bill ultimately passes, a 72-
hour notice would be posted on the entrances of the encampment, and local 
agencies that deliver social services to individuals, including arranging shelter, 



would be notified. During the camp removal all unclaimed personal property — 
except for belongings in unsanitary conditions, weapons, drug paraphernalia and 
items that appear to be either stolen or evidence of a crime — would be stored by 
the municipality for 90 days for the owners to reclaim. / BUSINESS, 
COMMUNITY, EVENTS, AGRICULTURE, HEALTH,POLITICS: Today is “4/20 
Day,” the unofficial holiday for celebrating all things cannabis. But for a second 
year because of the pandemic, there are no large gatherings and festivals to mark 
the event. As was the case last year, virtual parties and video chats are replacing 
vast outdoor smoking sessions to mark the rise of legalization and celebrate 
cannabis culture. For businesses, 4/20 is usually their once-a-year Black Friday, 
when sales soar. In Oregon, cannabis retailers saw a huge spike at the start of 
the pandemic that has slowed a bit. But cannabis sales remain strong across 
Oregon. The industry has expanded in some form to all but a handful of states. ; 
A debate about whether to set marijuana policy based on potency is spreading as 
more states legalize cannabis. Under a law signed last month, New York will tax 
recreational marijuana based on its amount of THC. That's the main intoxicating 
chemical in cannabis. Illinois imposed a potency-related tax when recreational pot 
sales began last year. Vermont is limiting THC content when its legal market 
opens as soon as next year. Supporters say such measures will protect public 
health. Opponents argue that THC limits could drive people to buy illegally and 
amount to beginning a ban on pot again. / EVENTS, COMMUNITY: Eugene 
resident Mike Gould is featured tonight at 10 p.m. on the History Channel's home 
workshop competition series, "Assembly Required." It's hosted by Tim Allen and 
Richard Karn. This week's challenge: build the ultimate driveway street sweeper. 
Ingenuity, durability, and style matter. Mike can't say much ahead of the show, but 
he's pretty pumped he was able to compete. When he's not doing this, Mike runs 
Moto Mule (http://www.moto-mule.com/), a custom fabrication shop that 
specializes in metal parts for pretty much anything with wheels. Good luck on the 
show, Mike! We're cheering for you-- and always on the lookout for new ways to 
sweep the driveway! https://play.history.com/shows/assembly-required  ; It’s 
going to be scaled back because of the pandemic, but organizers of the Oregon 
Jamboree yesterday began announcing the line-up for their three-day country 
music festival. It’s taking place July 30, July 31, and August 1 in Sweet Home. 
Yesterday, organizers unveiled Saturday’s line-up, which includes Dustin Lynch, 
Parmalee, Niko Moon, Cam, and Jessie Leigh. Friday and Sunday’s lineups will 
be revealed later this week. Limited capacity means limited tickets, so Oregon 
Jamboree planners say now is the time to get your tickets at 
www.oregonjamboree.com / CRIME: Some people in a small crowd calling for the 
abolition of police broke windows as they marched in Portland on Monday night, 
hours after authorities said that a man who was fatally shot by an officer in a city 
park last week had an orange-tipped replica gun. The Portland Police Bureau said 
on Twitter late Monday it had made two arrests after declaring the assembly of 
about 80 people unlawful. Windows were broken at several businesses. The 
protest followed the police killing Friday of Robert Douglas Delgado, who had 
reportedly been acting like a cowboy and doing “quick-draws” with what appeared 
to be a handgun in Lents Park. / LAW ENFORCEMENT: A former Douglas 
County sheriff’s deputy has died more than 40 years after he was shot while 
working. Sheriff John Hanlin says retired Deputy Stanley “Allen” Burdic's death 
was directly related to those injuries. The World reports Hanlin announced over 



the weekend that Burdic died March 11. On Aug. 12, 1980, Burdic responded to a 
reported shooting at the Nutshell Tavern in Myrtle Creek. Hours later, Burdic 
located the suspect, Jack Flack, at a gravel turnout where Flack shot Buric twice 
before stealing Burdic’s patrol car, running over his legs while fleeing. His family 
said he suffered extreme pain for much of his life. Flack was later sentenced to 40 
years in prison. / POLITICS: Former Oregon Congresswoman Elizabeth Furse, 
who represented the northwestern part of the state for three terms in the 1990s, 
died at her home Sunday at age 84. The Oregonian and OregonLive reported it 
was the result of complications related to a fall. A lifelong activist, Furse 
championed the rights of Native Americans and helped five Oregon tribes to 
regain federal recognition. She also worked to advance the rights of women, 
children and farm workers, and she advocated for peace and nuclear 
disarmament and environmental regulation and land use rules. After she left 
Congress voluntarily at the end of her third term in 1999, she became founding 
director of Portland State University’s Institute for Tribal Government. She also 
co-owned and operated Helvetia Winery with her second, now former, husband, 
John Platt, for nearly three decades. Furse, who was born a British citizen in 
Kenya when it was still a British colony, grew up mostly in South Africa and, as a 
young woman, was active in the anti-apartheid movement. She married a U.S. 
citizen and, after moving to the United States, became a citizen. She was the first 
person born in Africa elected to Congress, according to her close friend Kerry 
Tymchuk, now head of the Oregon Historical Society. / ENVIRONMENT, 
SAFETY: A wildfire burning in south central Oregon has destroyed two structures. 
The Herald and News reported Monday that firefighters had made significant 
progress on the Ponina Fire, which was reported Sunday afternoon. It was 
burning Monday northeast of Klamath Falls near Beatty. As of Monday morning, 
the fire was estimated at 1,400 acres and 10 percent containment. The fire’s 
cause is under investigation. It was first reported around 2:30 p.m. on Sunday. 
Area residents, who were told to evacuate as the fire grew Sunday night, were 
able to return Monday. However, the Klamath County Sheriff’s Office noted 
people should be prepared to evacuate if conditions change. / CRIME: Police say 
drivers involved in a fatal crash in North Portland may have been involved in 
illegal street racing. The Oregonian/OregonLive reports a motorcyclist who police 
have not yet identified was killed in the crash early Monday. Police say officers 
responded to just before 1 a.m. Monday to North Marine Drive. Police say about 
350 people were in that area for an illegal street racing event at the same time. 
Nineteen-year-old Raphael Andres Orozco of Portland was driving a Mercedes 
sedan when the two vehicles collided, police said, and he was cited for reckless 
driving. Investigators believe speed was likely a factor. /  
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GOVERNMENT: Note: Flags outside government buildings across the U.S. and 
Oregon are flying at half-staff in honor of former Vice President Walter Mondale, 
who died earlier this week. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, SAFETY: It’s 
official. Lane County is returning to the state’s High-Risk category on Friday 
because of our surge in COVID-19 cases. But we won’t be alone. In all, 23 of 
Oregon’s 36 counties—including Douglas, Benton, and Linn—will be in the High-
Risk classification come Friday. The High-Risk designation remains in effect at 
least through May 6. In leaving the Low-Risk category and leaping past Moderate 
into High Risk, Lane County will see a return of restrictions that tightly limit indoor 
capacity at many businesses. Under the new “High Risk” classification, 
restaurants and bars may continue indoor dining, but at 25 percent of regular 
capacity or 50 people, whichever is smaller. The outdoor dining limit falls to 75 
people. Closing times for restaurants and bars are 11 p.m. Whether inside or out, 
dining establishments must limit guest groups to six people. Diners are 
encouraged to limit those at each table to people from no more than two 
households. The return of lower indoor dining capacity limits is significant for 
restaurant and bar owners, who have struggled for months to operate with a mix 
of outdoor dining, takeout, curbside pickup, and delivery. The change means 
some businesses again might be forced to lay off employees because of reduced 
sales demand. Indoor entertainment establishments, including theatres and 
bowling alleys, museums, and concert venues, may open with 25 percent 
capacity or 50 people, whichever is lower. Outdoor entertainment establishments 
may have up to 75 people. Grocery store capacity is limited to 50 percent. Indoor 
religious venues, funeral homes, and mortuaries may host up to 150 people or 25 
percent of their indoor capacity, whichever number is smaller. Outdoor gatherings 
have a 200-person capacity. Families may continue to have indoor and outdoor 
visits with relatives in long-term care. The “High Risk” designation means a return 
to 25 percent occupancy or 50 people, whichever is lower, for indoor gyms, 
fitness organizations, and indoor pools in Lane County. But there is one key 
loosening of the state’s High Risk category guidelines: Governor Kate Brown is 
relaxing restrictions to allow “indoor full-contact sports” to resume starting Friday. 
The governor says she recognizes the importance of athletics for the physical and 
mental health of Oregon’s youth. Low-contact indoor sports already were allowed 
across Oregon, but the new rules allow all Oregonians to take part in indoor 
sports such as basketball, wrestling, and cheerleading. Sports organizations are 



required to follow health and safety measures for indoor full-contact sports to 
lessen the risk of COVID-19 infection. The Oregon Health Authority is working to 
develop additional safety guidelines for indoor sports venues and organizations. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: University of Oregon officials announced yesterday that 
there will be two in-person activities accompanying Spring Term virtual 
commencement ceremonies: There will be a graduate parade down East 13th 
Avenue and a live-streamed stage procession on Saturday, June 12. The events 
will take place following the virtual ceremonies. Both in-person activities required 
Oregon Health Authority approval and are contingent on Lane County’s COVID-
19 status not worsening. Campus leaders say worked to create the events 
because students and their families want to preserve some parts of traditional 
commencement ceremonies during the pandemic. The Grad Parade, one of the 
more memorable parts of each year’s activities, will start at 12:30 p.m. in front of 
Matthew Knight Arena and end at a dedicated area on the Memorial Quad. 
Immediately following the parade, graduates will individually cross a stage as their 
names are read aloud, and then have their pictures taken after the stage 
procession. Both of the in-person activities are for graduates only. The stage 
procession will be livestreamed for families and friends to watch from their homes, 
and photographs will be made available for participating graduates to purchase. 
The virtual ceremonies for the university and individual schools and colleges will 
be begin at 9 a.m. Graduates will be required to opt in to participate in the in-
person activities and must follow COVID-19 safety protocols, including wearing 
masks and maintaining proper social distance from each other. / HEALTH: Our 
local growth in COVID-19 cases continues. Lane County Public Health officials 
were notified yesterday of 70 new cases. Eighteen local patients are 
hospitalized—a jump of seven from one day earlier—and two of those people are 
in intensive care, one of whom is on a ventilator. Another 325 Lane County 
residents are considered infectious. But there have been no new deaths reported 
in more than two weeks. Our pandemic toll stands at 144. The Oregon Health 
Authority was notified yesterday of 580 new cases of COVID-19 and one new 
death. Officials said last week that Oregon has been averaging close to 600 new 
cases per day, up 50 percent from two weeks ago. The virus has sickened more 
than 176,000 Oregonians and 2,460 have died of COVID-19-related causes 
during the pandemic. Across the U.S., the number of cases totals 31.7 million 
Americans, with more than 568,000 deaths. / LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL 
JUSTICE, GOVERNMENT, CRIME: Former Minneapolis Police Officer Derek 
Chauvin (SHOH’-vihn) was found guilty yesterday of murder in the killing of 
George Floyd. Across the country and here in Oregon, there were rallies and 
events marking the close to the trial and its verdict. There also was reaction from 
state and local officials. Eugene Police Chief Chris Skinner said that as a law 
enforcement professional and a member of this community, he was pleased with 
the landmark verdict. Skinner said the outcome will not restore George Floyd’s life 
and that he remains sad for Floyd’s family, but that he hopes this helps set our 
public safety system on a better course. Skinner says 2020 was a year of 
profound national and local consciousness raising around policing practices and 
policies. No noted that Eugene Police has been having inclusive public 
discussions about police policy and are moving forward. He anticipates additional 
recommendations will be forwarded to the Eugene City council within the next 
month. Eugene Mayor Lucy Vinis called the verdict, “one step in a long road to 



both reimagining policing and our society.” She said the City of Eugene is taking 
critical steps in addressing injustice, racism and inequality in the police 
department and beyond. And Vinis added officials are seeking to reduce barriers 
and increase opportunities for historically underserved community members. 
Oregon Governor Kate Brown said the verdict is only a single step toward police 
accountability and a reminder of how much work is left to do. Brown pledged to 
dismantle the structures of racism and inequality in Oregon, to better understand 
our state and our nation’s deeply racist history and work together to build a better 
future. ; The city of Portland saw multiple demonstrations, some peaceful, some 
marked by moments of violence, in the wake of the Derek Chauvin verdict. Police 
say they arrested a number of people after scattered incidents of vandalism. That 
included damage to some businesses, a dumpster fire, and a man who scuffled 
with officers.  Portland Police say the affected by the criminal activity was 
contained within few blocks of downtown Portland. / CRIME, SAFETY, YOUTH: 
Eugene Police say the 17-year-old male driver died and four teens were injured in 
Monday evening’s fatal vehicle crash near East 23rd Avenue and Patterson 
Street. It happened shortly before 6:20 p.m., when investigators say the vehicle 
slammed into a tree. The name of the driver and the injured teens—all between 
the ages of 15 and 18—will be released later today. Police say excessive speed 
and the use of inhalants are being investigated as contributing factors in the 
crash. Investigators say if you witnessed the crash or events leading up to it, 
please contact Eugene Police. The number is 541-682-5111. / WEATHER, 
ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, RECREATION: We had rain, but it fell too early in the 
season. We have the snowpack, but it only contributes about ten percent of 
what’s needed. The water management experts with the Army Corps of 
Engineers say things are not looking great for the 13 Willamette Valley and two 
Rogue Basin reservoirs as we head into the Spring and Summer season. The 
regions depend on rainfall to fill the reservoirs, but it’s been a dry Spring, 
prompting the Corps to warn that we are in what they describe as an “insufficient 
water year.” Both systems' reservoirs are kept lower in the winter to reduce 
downstream flooding. The dams that impound the reservoirs close their gates at 
the same time each year to refill for the spring ahead of the recreation season 
and to ensure adequate streamflow for fish. What does an “insufficient water 
year” mean to you at the popular reservoirs? Potentially less water for boating, 
swimming, and fishing, or other uses, unless things turn around. / WILDFIRE 
RECOVERY, DISASTERS: This week, fire crews are planning a 50-acre 
“prescribed burn” near McKenzie Bridge. Managers say this type of low-intensity 
fire improves forest health by getting rid of hazardous fuels near homes and rural 
communities. They’re calling it “good fire” because it can dramatically reduce the 
risk of destructive wildfire. But officials with the Willamette National Forest say 
they know seeing the smoke can cause anxiety among those rebuilding in the 
Holiday Farm Fire burn zone, so they wanted to give you a “heads up.” McKenzie 
Bridge Ranger District is managing the controlled burn. District Ranger Darren 
Cross says he knows that after the devastating large fires last September, people 
are wary when they see smoke in the air. But he says the result should reduce 
the risk of a more destructive blaze. Fire crews will be burning on Foley Ridge, 
three miles SE of the McKenzie River Ranger District office. Smoke will be visible 
from the communities of McKenzie Bridge and Rainbow. No road closures are 
anticipated.  The prescribed burns may continue for the next few weeks but will 



not be completed if heat and wind rise and humidity drops. Fire crews anticipated 
to also be burning on the Middle Fork Ranger District near the town of Oakridge 
last week, but adverse weather conditions caused the burns to be delayed. Crews 
hope to ignite those burns this week. Prescribed burning may continue throughout 
the spring. / RECREATION, SAFETY: A scary injury and a high-risk rescue in the 
mountains east of Sweet Home on Monday. It came after reports that a male had 
fallen 35-45 feet from the top of a waterfall onto the rocks below. A Sweet Home 
Fire captain was the first on the scene and swam to the victim, navigating the 
chilly waters—20 feet deep in places— through a channel bounded by sharp rock 
ledges. While he began stabilizing the patient, other first responders, including 
local Swift Water Rescue specialists, began gathering life jackets, ropes and a 
patient litter and made the swim, some in wet suits. Firefighters rigged a rope 
"high line" to transport the patient back 80 feet over the water to safety. Then 
there was a scramble over 100 yards of trail to an ambulance. It transported the 
victim to a park ten minutes away where LifeFlight helicopter flew the person to 
PeaceHealth Riverbend’s Springfield hospital. No word on his condition. But as 
our weather warms, rescue crews say they know people may be tempted to take 
chances around beautiful, remote locations including waterfalls and rocky 
outcrops. But they ask that you remember: If you fall and are injured, it can take 
up to seven or eight hours for rescue crews to reach you a get you to a hospital. 
Be careful when playing in Oregon’s mountains and wild areas. / AGRICULTURE, 
CRIME: Cattle in central Oregon are again showing up dead under strange 
circumstances. Oregon Public Broadcasting reports Tuesday that over the past 
three months, seven animals have been found mutilated on ranch land. The 
cases in Crook County call to mind similar mutilated cattle in 2019 in Harney 
County, as well as cases in Wasco, Umatilla, Wheeler and Lake counties in 
recent years. The sheriffs from several of those counties are trying to coordinate 
and share information. In most cases, the dead animal's sex organs, tongue or 
eyes are cut away cleanly and there is no blood at the scene. / GOVERNMENT, 
POLITICS, HEALTH: The Oregon House of Representatives canceled all floor 
sessions for the rest of the week on Tuesday after someone at the Capitol was 
diagnosed with COVID-19 and may have exposed people in the chamber. House 
Speaker Tina Kotek formally made the announcement at the rostrum to the 
mostly empty House, opening Tuesday’s session and then adjourning it 30 
seconds later with a bang of the gavel. It was the third time a potential COVID-19 
exposure has impacted House floor sessions. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, HEALTH: The Lane Regional Air Protection Agency 
(L-RAPA) is extending temporarily ban on outdoor burning through tomorrow. It 
comes as warm, dry, breezy conditions persist across Lane County. Officials say 
vegetation is drying out quickly and, until we receive more rain, a small spark can 
easily turn into a fire. State officials say 2021 already has seen nearly three times 
the average number of vegetation fires, many of which were sparked by backyard 
burn piles. / EVENTS, HEALTH: We’re coming up on Eugene Marathon Weekend 
Friday through Sunday. Even though the event is taking place virtually for a 
second year, there is a lot of excitement among participants. Have you seen the 
runners, joggers, and walking out getting in their miles? The Eugene Marathon 
and Half Marathon spots are sold out, but there are still some spots available for 
the 5K and Kids Duck Dash. The Marathon Weekend events are virtual again this 
year. But everyone participating in the race weekend can use the official race app 
to run the official route through Eugene and Springfield and attend a virtual finish-
line festival. Registrants also will receive a custom Race Kit that includes event 
swag. And they have priority registration for 2022—which organizers expect will 
be live, in-person, and very well attended. My favorite part: The participant 
medals feature a piece of local running history. They are being crafted medals 
from salvaged East Grandstand stair boards from Historic Hayward Field. The 
"Hayward Magic” medals, as they’re dubbed, are being made in Eugene by local 
manufacturer MAC Group. ; Well, that happened quickly. Organizers of the 
Oregon Jamboree say they’ve sold out all available tickets with 99 days until the 
first show. Much of that has to do with limited seating capacity because of the 
pandemic. But there also is a lot of pent-up demand. Oregon Jamboree fans who 
renewed their tickets during the past two years were guaranteed seats at the 
limited-attendance event. The remaining passes went quickly after organizers 
announced the line-up for Festival Saturday, which includes Dustin Lynch, 
Parmalee, Niko Moon, Cam, and Jessie Leigh. The Oregon Jamboree take place 
July 30, July 31, and August 1 in Sweet Home. Friday and Sunday’s lineups will 
be revealed later this week. Organizers say if capacity limits ease, they’ll share 
information about additional ticket sales with those who sign up for event emails 
or follow the Oregon Jamboree on social media. The event staff is working this 
month to establish a few new campground locations. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENT: It was a popular effort to give a boost to some downtown 
Eugene businesses. And that popularity is keeping it around for at least another 



six months. The City of Eugene is extending its outdoor café seating or 
“Streatery” program. The idea is to support local businesses and provide a safe 
and physically distanced social gathering spot. Restaurants may expand their 
serving areas onto sidewalks and on-street parking spaces with a free, temporary 
“Streatery” permit, which allows café seating in the public right of way. Eugene’s 
restaurant owners have been enthusiastic about the new, temporary program, 
with dozens of restaurants and brewpubs in downtown and elsewhere receiving 
permits for outdoor seating. The permits were set to expire at the end of next 
week, but business owners who received their permits prior to this month may fill 
out an application for a free extension through October 27. ; The city’s first 
Streatery—The Broadway Streatery—is reopening for eating, drinking and safe 
social gathering on Friday, May 7th. One full block of West Broadway between 
Olive and Willamette Streets will be closed to vehicle traffic. Traffic barriers and 
signs go up starting on Monday, April 26th. The Broadway Streatery will be open 
at least until the end of September. / HEALTH: The surge continues and is 
accelerating: The Oregon Health Authority reported 989 new COVID-19 cases on 
Wednesday — the state's highest daily case count since mid-January. There 
were six new deaths. The virus has sickened more than 177,000 Oregonians and 
2,466 have died of COVID-19-related causes during the pandemic. Lane County 
Public Health was notified of 76 new cases yesterday. Eighteen local patients are 
hospitalized. Two of those people are in intensive care, including one on a 
ventilator. Another 350 Lane County residents are considered infectious. But 
there have been no new deaths reported in more than two weeks. Our pandemic 
toll stands at 144. The statewide spike follows a fourth consecutive week of 
increases in average daily cases and hospitalizations. Last week alone, we saw a 
27 percent increase in reported infections with a COVID-19 testing “positivity rate” 
of 5.3 percent. On Tuesday, state officials announced that Lane and nine other 
counties were moving back to the High-Risk category, which puts more COVID-
19 restrictions in place. There are concerns that if the surge in COVID-19 cases 
continues, much of Oregon could be headed back to the Extreme Risk level with 
much tighter restrictions on business. Oregon Governor Kate Brown has warned 
businesses might see more restrictions if hospitals become inundated with 
patients. Across the U.S., the number of cases totals 31.8 million Americans, with 
more than 569,000 deaths. ;  The good news is that vaccinations continue across 
the state. More than 1.6-million Oregonians have received at least their first 
vaccination doses and, of those, more than one million are fully vaccinated. In 
Lane County, close to 157,000 people have received at least their first dose of 
vaccine. That close to half of all local adults. Of those, more than 95,000 are fully 
immunized. Health experts say vaccination, coupled with wearing masks and 
physically distancing from those outside your household, is the key to ending the 
pandemic and halting the spread of more contagious variants of the coronavirus. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: The University of Oregon yesterday held the first mass-
vaccination clinics for its students and employees. The U-of-O is using the site in 
the Autzen Stadium parking lot, the same location it makes available to Lane 
County Public Health for its weekend mass-vaccination events. The university 
ordered its doses of the Pfizer vaccine directly from the federal government, so 
there is no impact on Lane County’s weekly dose allotment. While many students 
are studying remotely and are not in town this term, 4,600 members of the local 
campus community have signed up. The clinics are being staffed by UO 



volunteers and a newly hired team of student employees who also will assist at 
clinics offered both by the University of Oregon and Lane County Public Health. It 
comes as the U-of-O saw 77 new infections last week among students who live 
on and off campus and 24 so far this week. ; Lewis & Clark College in Portland 
will require proof of COVID-19 vaccination for all students this fall. Oregon Public 
Broadcasting reports according to a database maintained by the Chronicle of 
Higher Education, it's the first institution in Oregon to announce that requirement. 
In an email to students sent Wednesday, the private college said all students 
must be fully vaccinated or have an approved exemption by Oct. 15. That policy 
does not apply to programs that are fully online. Seattle University announced last 
week it will require students to prove they've received a COVID-19 vaccine. / 
SAFETY, CRIME, YOUTH: Eugene Police yesterday released the name of the 
teen who was at the wheel and died from injuries during Monday evening’s fatal 
vehicle crash near East 23rd Avenue and Patterson Street. They say he was 17-
year-old Connor Truax. Four teenaged passengers ranging in age from 15 to 18 
were injured when the vehicle struck a tree. Police say excessive speed and the 
use of inhalants are being investigated as contributing factors in the crash. 
Investigators say if you witnessed the crash or events leading up to it, please 
contact Eugene Police. The number is 541-682-5111. / RACISM, GIVERNMENT, 
HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH: Members of the Lane County Board of 
Commissioners yesterday declared racism a public health crisis. The panel, which 
also serves as the county’s Board of Health, adopted the resolution in the wake of 
this week’s verdict in Minneapolis in the killing of George Floyd. The board 
members are pledging to better engage with BIPOC community members—those 
who are Black, Indigenous, and People of Color—to improve local health 
outcomes. They say they are committed to diversity in hiring and training. And 
they are urging other Lane County organizations and governmental bodies to 
adopt similar strategies to address the effects of long-term racism. The resolution 
notes that multiple studies have shown racism has a profound, long-term negative 
impact on the health of people and communities of color. The data show that 
racial and ethnic minority groups experience higher rates of illness and death 
across a wide range of health conditions, including diabetes, hypertension, 
obesity, asthma, and heart disease, when compared to their White peers. 
Additionally, the life expectancy of Black Americans is four years lower than that 
of White Americans. Researchers say the root causes of adverse health 
outcomes are complex but are related to a combination of factors including 
racism, economic stability, access to quality education, healthy foods, and reliable 
transportation. Members of the Lane County board say people and communities 
of color have experienced disproportionately higher infection and death numbers 
during the pandemic. / GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION, BUSINESS, 
ENVIRONMENT: Lane County will receive more than $3.7-million this year from 
the Bureau of Land Management—its share of revenues from federally managed 
timberlands. In all, $27 million in payments are headed to 18 Western Oregon 
counties that are part of the program covered by the “Secure Rural Schools” Act. 
The funding supports investments in education, infrastructure, public safety, and 
health services. The Bureau of Land Management oversees harvests on 2.4 
million acres of land once controlled by the Oregon and California Railroad. The 
money from harvests on those “O&C” lands provides the annual payments to 
counties. / EMPLOYMENT: If you are self-employed and went online Monday or 



Tuesday to file your weekly claim, you might have had trouble accessing the 
state’s online claim forms. And you might see a one-day delay in receiving your 
benefits. Oregon Employment Department officials say the problem affected 
20,000 self-employed Oregonians. They say a variety of factors caused the delay 
in benefits under the federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance or PUA 
program. Among the issues: a brief flurry of suspicious activity on the website, 
which prompted state employment officials to pause filings while they investigated 
to head off potentially fraudulent filings. Unemployed workers typically must file 
claims every week to continue receiving benefits. Those who receive PUA 
benefits and filed their weekly claim on Sunday or later in the day on Tuesday will 
not see any delay in receiving their weekly benefits. / LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
MENTAL HEALTH, CRIME: A sad day for so many of us: It was on this date in 
2011 that Eugene Police Officer Chris Kilcullen was fatally shot during a traffic 
stop off Highway 126 at 52nd Street in Springfield. In past years, members of the 
Eugene Police Benevolent Association hosted a gathering at the location, placing 
a memorial wreath next to a tree that was planted in Kilcullen’s honor. During the 
pandemic they have not been able to hold a large formal gathering. Last year, 
there was a smaller, private moment with family and colleagues followed by one 
minute of silence observed on the local law enforcement radio channels. A 12-
year veteran of the Eugene Police Department, Kilcullen was a member of EPD's 
Special Operations Section - Traffic Enforcement Unit. He also served in the 
Rapid Deployment Unit, Crisis Negotiations Team, and Crisis Intervention Team. 
Kilcullen received more than 85 commendations for his professional demeanor 
and positive interactions with the community. He held Advanced Police 
Certification from Department of Public Safety Standards and Training. Chris 
Kilcullen worked with us here at New Country 93.3 while he attended college and 
prepared for his career with Eugene Police. He’s remembered by all of us for how 
he treated people with respect, dignity and compassion. We also loved his wry 
sense of humor. He is deeply missed. / COMMUNITY, EVENTS: Didn’t want to 
chat about it yesterday because we knew a lot of folks had recorded it but not yet 
had a chance to watch it. But congratulations to Eugene resident Mike Gould, 
who as featured on Tuesday night’s episode of the History Channel's home 
workshop competition series, "Assembly Required." He won! Mike and a 
competitor from South Carolina squared off during a five-day final challenge to 
build the ultimate driveway street sweeper. They were provided with a few key 
components but had to salvage or fabricate parts for everything else. Mike runs 
Moto Mule, a custom fabrication shop, applied his skills to building most of his 
design from scratch. That really impressed the judges. His competitor relied of big 
sections of a salvaged riding lawnmower. / WILDLIFE, SAFETY, AGRICULTURE, 
CRIME, SAFETY: State wildlife biologists say they counted 173 wolves in Oregon 
this past winter, a 9.5 percent increase in the population from one year ago. 
Wolves are elusive creatures, but the scientists say they tracked the growing 
population using a mix of remote collars, sightings, tracks, and remote camera 
photographs. They consider the 173-wolf total a minimum population number. 
The count documented 22 packs—defined as four or more wolves traveling 
together during in winter. Of those packs, 17 reproduced and had at least two 
adults and two pups that survived through the end of 2020, qualifying the adults 
as “breeding pairs.” Wildlife biologists also documented seven other groups 
containing between two and three wolves. The majority of Oregon’s wolves are in 



northeastern Oregon. The scientists found no evidence that any new packs had 
formed in Western Oregon, they say the total number of wolves in our region 
increased from 17 to 22—a 29 percent gain from the 2019 count. Ranchers have 
been critical of the growth in wolf populations, saying it has led to increased 
attacks and killing of livestock in some regions. Environmental organizations, 
including Eugene-based Cascadia Wildlands, say the increase in Oregon’s wolf 
population is positive news for an imperiled species. Eight collared wolves 
dispersed from their packs with four dispersing to other locations in Oregon, two 
to Idaho, one to California, and one wolf left California and became resident in 
Oregon. Nine wolf mortalities were documented during 2020, including two young 
wolves that died from natural causes. Seven wolf mortalities were human-caused. 
One wolf was killed when hit by a vehicle on I-84, another was apparently killed 
when hit by a boat while swimming across the Snake River. One was taken 
lawfully under the “caught in the act” rule, which allows livestock producers to 
shoot a wolf found in the act of biting, wounding, killing, or chasing livestock. One 
livestock owner shot a wolf mistaken for a coyote. Four wolves were killed illegally 
in 2020. Three deaths are still under investigation, and Oregon State Police are 
actively seeking more information. The breeding male of the Ruckel Ridge Pack 
was shot in Umatilla County in May. The breeding male of the Cornucopia Pack 
was shot in September in Baker County. A subadult wolf, believed to be from the 
Pine Creek Pack, was shot in October in Baker County. Rewards ranging from 
$2,500 to $15,000 have been offered for information leading to a 
conviction. Livestock depredation increases, mostly attributed to Rogue Pack in 
Southern Oregon. Confirmed depredation events increased 94 percent in 2020 
from 2019. The majority of the depredation (52 percent) was attributed to the 
Rogue Pack, which depredated 16 times in 2020. In all phases of wolf 
management, Oregon’s Wolf Plan mandates that non-lethal efforts be used 
before lethal removal is considered. In 2020, those measures included removing 
attractants, hazing, electrified fladry, radio-activated guard boxes, increased 
human presence, range riders and other husbandry practices. In the Rogue Pack 
area, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife partnered with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and USDA Wildlife Services to try to limit depredation, 
including a coordinated nighttime patrol in Klamath County to haze wolves out of 
livestock pastures in the northern Wood River Valley where depredation was 
concentrated. Agency staff hazed all night on 99 nights between July 30-Nov. 25. 
This overnight agency presence used real time information about wolf locations 
derived from howling, radio-telemetry, cattle disturbance, and visual observation 
through night-vision thermal imaging devices in an attempt to deter wolves. The 
hazing pushed the wolves back into the forest on some nights, but other nights 
they depredated. /  
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HEALTH, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, EVENTS, SPORTS: Lane County today 
returns to the state’s High-Risk category because of our surge in COVID-19 
cases. We are among 23 Oregon counties—including Douglas, Benton, and 
Linn— in the High-Risk classification at least through May 6. That means a return 
of restrictions that tightly limit indoor capacity at many businesses. Under the 
“High Risk” classification, restaurants and bars may continue indoor dining, but at 
25 percent of regular capacity or 50 people, whichever is smaller. The outdoor 
dining limit falls to 75 people. Closing times for restaurants and bars are 11 p.m. 
Whether inside or out, dining establishments must limit guest groups to six 
people. Diners are encouraged to limit those at each table to people from no more 
than two households. The “High Risk” designation means a return to 25 percent 
occupancy or 50 people, whichever is lower, for indoor gyms, fitness 
organizations, and indoor pools in Lane County. But this time around, “indoor full-
contact sports” are being allowed to resume, with COVID precautions in place. 
The new rules allow all Oregonians—including those in high school and youth 
sports—to take part in indoor basketball, wrestling, cheerleading, and water polo. 
Indoor entertainment establishments, including theatres and bowling alleys, 
museums, and concert venues, may operate with 25 percent capacity or 50 
people, whichever is lower. Outdoor entertainment establishments may have up 
to 75 people. Grocery store capacity is limited to 50 percent, as are retail stores 
and shopping malls. Indoor religious venues, funeral homes, and mortuaries may 
host up to 150 people or 25 percent of their indoor capacity, whichever number is 
smaller. Outdoor gatherings have a 200-person capacity. Families may continue 
to have indoor and outdoor visits with relatives in long-term care. ;  Thousands of 
track and field fans hoping to attend June’s U.S. Olympic Trials at Eugene’s 
Hayward Field received disappointing news yesterday. The pandemic is reducing 
event capacity to 15 percent. That means fewer than 1,900 people may be seated 
in the venue. For now, ticket holders are receiving refunds while local event 
organizers at TrackTown USA create a revised ticketing program and an updated 
seating inventory. The new plan will be announced sometime next month. 
Organizers were hoping to host about 8,000 people per day during the Trials, 
which take place June 18-27. They say demand for tickets to the Olympic Track 
and Field Trials continues at an all-time high. They add that they are confident 
some spectators will be able to attend the event if regulations allow. Athletes’ 
families will have priority in purchasing tickets ahead of the Trials, followed by 



priority ticket holders. Any tickets offered will be sold for individual days. There will 
be no session passes. There will be limits on the number of seats and days for 
which tickets may be purchased. Hayward Field reopened this year after a $200 
million overhaul that replaced its historic grandstands with a modern facility. 
Capacity at the new stadium is 12,650. ; Today marks the start of the virtual 
Eugene Marathon Weekend. Most participants will take part today through 
Sunday, but the race window extends through May 2. That allows runners, 
joggers, and walkers to take part in the virtual races at dates and times when it 
best fits their schedule. Those participating may use the Eugene Marathon app to 
follow the official route through Eugene and Springfield and attend a virtual finish-
line festival. Eugene Marathon and Half Marathon spots are sold out, but there 
still are spots available for the 5K and Kids Duck Dash. Registrants receive a 
custom Race Kit that includes event swag, and they have priority registration for 
2022—which organizers expect will be live, in-person, and well-attended. The 
participant medals feature a piece of local running history: They are crafted from 
salvaged East Grandstand stair boards from Historic Hayward Field. The 
"Hayward Magic” medals, as they’re dubbed, were crafted in Eugene by MAC 
Group. / HEALTH: More than half of all Lane County adults have received at least 
their first vaccination dose. And close to one in three local adults now are fully 
vaccinated.  Across Oregon, better than 1.6-million residents have received at 
least their first vaccination doses and, of those, more than one million are fully 
vaccinated. Health experts say vaccination, coupled with wearing masks and 
physically distancing from those outside your household, is the key to ending the 
pandemic. ; Oregon health officials said yesterday that the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention are investigating the death of a woman in her 50s 
who developed a rare blood clot and low blood platelets within two weeks of 
receiving the Johnson & Johnson vaccine against COVID-19. The investigation 
could take a week or more to conclude. Until then, health officials say it is not 
certain whether her death is related to the vaccine or some other health condition. 
Officials have not released the woman’s name or where she lived in Oregon. But 
they say she received the dose earlier this month before the CDC ordered an 
April 13 “pause” on the use of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine amid concerns it 
might cause dangerous clots. The woman was hospitalized before her death. 
State health officials said the woman’s symptoms were consistent with other 
cases — severe headache, abdominal pain, leg pain or shortness of breath. 
Federal officials already were examining six reports of the unusual clots, including 
a death, out of close to seven million Americans given the one-dose vaccination 
so far. Texas health officials yesterday said the U.S. government is investigating 
the case of a Texas woman is hospitalized with possible blood clots associated 
with Johnson and Johnson’s coronavirus vaccine. Those who had recently 
received doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine were told that while the cases 
amounted to fewer than one in one million, they should monitor for symptoms for 
three weeks after receiving their dose and contact their health care provider if 
they began showing symptoms. Most people are nearing the end of that 
monitoring period. ; U.S. authorities are weighing whether to resume the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine more than a week after a pause was issued out of an 
abundance of caution. New guidance is expected late today after a government 
advisory panel deliberates a possible link between J&J’s shot and a handful of 
vaccine recipients who developed highly unusual blood clots. European 



regulators earlier this week allowed the rollout of J&J after concluding the benefits 
of the single-dose vaccine outweigh what appears to be an exceedingly rare risk. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is looking to its advisers to help 
determine how big any risk really is. ; For a second day, Oregon logged close to 
1,000 new cases (993) of COVID-19. And Lane County Public Health was notified 
of 52 new infections. Eleven local patients are hospitalized, down seven from 
yesterday. But three Lane County residents are in intensive care, including one 
on a ventilator. Another 338 Lane County residents are considered infectious. But 
there have been no new deaths reported in more than two weeks. Our pandemic 
toll stands at 144. / LAW ENFORCEMENT, MENTAL HEALTH, CRIME: 
Yesterday marked the tenth anniversary of the death of Eugene Police Officer 
Chris Kilcullen. He was fatally shot during a traffic stop off Highway 126 at 52nd 
Street in Springfield. Eugene Police and a group of family and friends paid tribute 
yesterday at the site. The ceremony included an Honor Guard, members of the 
Traffic Safety Unit with which he served, the presentation of commemorative 
badges, and the placement of a memorial wreath next to a tree planted in 
Kilcullen’s memory. There was also a transmission on law enforcement airwaves, 
including one minute of radio silence. A 12-year veteran of the Eugene Police 
Department, Kilcullen also served in the Rapid Deployment Unit, Crisis 
Negotiations Team, and Crisis Intervention Team. He received more than 85 
commendations for his professional demeanor and positive interactions with the 
community. Chris Kilcullen worked with us here at New Country 93.3 while he 
attended college and prepared for his career with Eugene Police. He’s 
remembered for treating people with respect, dignity and compassion—and for 
his wry sense of humor. He is deeply missed. / CRIME: Eugene Police 
Department’s Violent Crimes Unit is seeking the public’s help locating three 
children. Investigators say they were taken by a non-custodial parent during a 
visit. The children were last seen at 2050 E 23rd Avenue in Eugene, around 4:30 
p.m. A vehicle associated with this case is a 2002 gold Lexus 300, license plate 
988LKA. If you have information or see the children or the suspects, please call 
911. Children: Kyden Matthew Cantu, age 1, Hispanic male, last seen wearing 
red shirt, plaid shorts; Trulee Lynay Cantu, age 6, Hispanic female, last seen 
wearing a purple shirt; and Robert Samuel Mena III, age 10, white male, last seen 
wearing a white t-shirt. Suspects: Jeremy Michael Cantu, age 39, an Hispanic 
male, with a thin build, black hair, and last seen wearing a white shirt; and Whitley 
Morgan McGrady, age 32, a white female, with brown or reddish hair, and 
unknown clothing. ; Eugene Police say they have arrested a woman in connection 
with dozens of identity theft cases in Lane, Coos and Marion counties. They say 
Hailey Albright was taken into custody on Tuesday and that detectives who 
searched her storage unit discovered stolen mail and evidence that there might 
be many other victims. Police are concerned that those whose mail was stolen 
might not realize it was taken or that they might be victims of identity theft. Others 
might have suspected their mail was stolen but never reported it. Investigators 
say the mail might have included personal financial information, checks, or other 
personal information. In earlier cases involving Albright, detectives say she used 
stolen information to gain access to personal bank accounts and filing fraudulent 
benefit claims with the Oregon Employment Department.  The Eugene Police are 
asking anyone with information about Hailey Albright and possible mail thefts and 
identity fraud to contact them. Call Detective Chris White at 541-682-5376 or by 



email at cwhite@eugene.or-gov / EMPLOYMENT, CRIME: The Oregonian and 
OregonLive are reporting that identity thieves have submitted dozens of 
fraudulent claims for unemployment benefits using the names of Oregon state 
employees. Reporter Mike Rogoway writes that it is another front in thieves’ 
ongoing effort to capitalize on the surge of jobless claims that accompanied the 
pandemic. It’s not clear how the fraudsters obtained the state employees’ names, 
but officials say it does not appear to be part of data breach. The Oregon 
Employment Department has declined to address the scale of the issue, citing the 
risk of additional fraud, but some state agencies are reporting that a large number 
of their employees have had false jobless claims submitted under their names. 
Rather than use the workers’ real job titles with the false benefits claims, some 
officials said the thieves are using job descriptions like “dishwasher” or “sales 
manager.” Oregon experienced a tenfold increase in attempted identity theft last 
year as thieves sought to slip in fraudulent claims amid the flood of legitimate 
jobless benefits applications that accompanied the pandemic recession. Unlike 
Washington, California and many other states, though, Oregon Employment 
officials will not say how much they believe the state has lost to identity theft 
during the pandemic. They say they are not disclosing details because they fear 
that could attracting thieves’ attention and provide more tools for fraud. But the 
state says Oregon’s losses are nowhere near the scale of those in Washington 
and California. Thieves have stolen more than $200 million in jobless benefits in 
Washington, and more than $11 billion in California. Last weekend, Oregon’s 
employment department temporarily shut down some of its online claim forms in 
part, the agency said, because of “suspicious activity” on its website. The 
weekend shutdown prevented 20,000 self-employed workers from filing their 
benefits claims until Tuesday, resulting in a one-day delay in their weekly benefits 
payments. / CRIME, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Multiple people have died in 
a vehicle crash on U.S. Highway 101 on the Oregon coast. The Coos County 
Sheriff's Office says it happened shortly after eight a.m. yesterday, when callers 
to 911 reported a dangerous driver in a red Mitsubishi eclipse with a California 
license plate. A short time later, the car was involved in a crash in the Bandon 
area. The Coos County Sheriff’s Office is expected to release more information 
later today and is asking anyone with information about the crash to contact them. 
; In Central Oregon, a Jefferson County Sheriff’s deputy yesterday stopped a 
speedster as they were heading toward Madras (MAD’-rss as in “angry”) on 
Highway 26 near the Deschutes River. The deputy’s radar recorded the driver of 
the Porsche traveling at 113 miles per hour. Another driver stopped and told the 
deputy the vehicle, with a Washington state plate, had been passing other cars on 
right on a stretch of winding mountain road. The driver of the Porsche was 
arrested for Reckless Driving, received multiple citations, and his car was towed.  
/ EDUCATION, HEALTH: Looking to schedule a COVID-19 vaccine? Lane 
County has Vaccine appointments at available this weekend at its Lane 
Community College main campus mass-vaccination site. This is a good time to 
schedule a first or second doses of the Pfizer vaccine. County health officials are 
encouraging all 16- and 17-year-olds, who recently became eligible, to schedule 
at the LCC site or at the upcoming mass-vaccination clinic in Florence. Pfizer's 
vaccine is the only one currently authorized for that age group. You must have an 
appointment to receive a vaccine. / HEALTH, WOMEN: The chances that a 
pregnant woman will contract COVID-19 is the same as everyone else. But if they 



get it, they are more likely to become very ill and require ICU care, ventilation, or 
experience preterm and birth complications. Those are the findings from a 
worldwide study of 2,100 pregnant women, which shows that those who 
contracted COVID-19 during pregnancy were 20 times more likely to die than 
those who did not contract the virus. The researchers advised pregnant women to 
talk with their health care providers, continue wearing masks, and be vaccinated. 
The study was led by doctors at the University of Washington and Oxford and 
published Thursday in JAMA Pediatrics. The risk for severe disease was greatest 
for those with obesity, hypertension or diabetes. Of the babies born to infected 
mothers, 11 percent tested positive for coronavirus. ; One of the largest reports 
on COVID-19 vaccination in pregnancy bolsters evidence that it is safe although 
more comprehensive research is needed. The preliminary results are based on 
reports from over 35,000 U.S. women who received either Moderna or Pfizer 
shots while pregnant. Their rates of miscarriage, premature births and other 
complications were comparable to those observed in published reports on 
pregnant women before the pandemic.  The new evidence from researchers at 
the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention was published 
Wednesday in the New England Journal of Medicine. Johnson & Johnson’s 
vaccine wasn't available at the time of the study and wasn't included. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Travelers should expect road and ramp closures 
at night for the next week at the Beltline/Delta Highways interchange as work 
continues to reconfigure the area to improve safety and traffic flow. Monday, 
April 26 - The ramp from northbound Delta Highway to eastbound Beltline 
Highway will close Monday night, April 26 from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. Tuesday morning. 
Traffic will detour via the northbound Delta Highway to westbound Beltline 
Highway ramp and use River Road to return to westbound Beltline Highway. 
Wednesday, April 28 & Thursday, April 29 – The ramp from eastbound Beltline 
Highway to southbound Delta Highway will close Wednesday and Thursday 
nights, April 28 and 29, from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. Traffic will detour to Coburg Road to 
return to Delta Highway via Beltline Highway. Thursday, April 29 – The ramp 
from northbound Delta Highway to eastbound Beltline Highway will close 
Thursday night, April 29 from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. Friday morning. Traffic will detour 
via the northbound Delta Highway to westbound Beltline Highway ramp and use 
River Road to return to westbound Beltline Highway. All closures may change 
based on weather conditions. Construction began in late 2019 and is scheduled 
to be completed in August. / YOUTH, COMMUNITY, AGRICULTURE: The FOOD 
for Lane County Youth Farm is holding its annual Plant Sale online this year. 
Order now for contact-free pick-up May 7-8 and May 14-15. Vegetable, flower and 
herb starts are available, including a wide variety of tomatoes and peppers, basil, 
sunflowers, melons, cucumbers, eggplant, sweet corn, marigolds, zinnias and 
cosmos. All plants are priced to sell: $3.25 per 6-pack and $2.50 for 3" pots. 
Proceeds benefit the FOOD for Lane County Youth Farm, which works to reduce 
hunger, build young people’s life skills, and help them form positive relationships. 
Order online at plantsale.foodforlanecounty.org / COMMUNITY, AGRICULTURE, 
bipoc: Eugene has a new community garden after Saturday’s dedication in the 
River Road area. The Annie Mims Garden is on the grounds of Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church. It’s the result of partnership led by the local chapter of the 
NAACP. The garden offers members of the community a chance to reserve a free 
garden plot to raise fresh produce, herbs, and flowers. The goal is to reduce food 
insecurity, which worsened during the pandemic. The garden is named in honor 
of Annie Mims, one of Eugene’s first African-American property owners. / 
HEALTH: Oregon’s COVID-19 cases continue to surge. And as hospitalizations 
and other critical numbers increase, Lane County is one of 12 counties that might 
leap back to the Extreme Risk category on Friday. That would again limit 



restaurants to outdoor dining only and close indoor fitness and entertainment 
venues until infection rates decline. Lane County moved to High Risk at the end 
of last week. But it was one of a dozen counties that technically qualified for 
Extreme Risk because of our recent rise in cases. The only reason that did not 
happen: State hospitalization numbers were still a bit below a trigger threshold. 
But that’s changing fast: Oregon, which consistently had some of the lowest 
positivity rates in the country during the pandemic, has recorded one of the 
highest infection-rate increases in recent weeks. And hospitalizations are 
climbing. Counties can be moved into Extreme Risk once 300 or more COVID-19 
patients occupy hospital beds statewide and there is a 15 percent increase in the 
seven-day hospitalization average over the past week. On Sunday, 291 people 
were hospitalized with COVID-19, and officials said they expect the number to 
rise to 300 early this week. ; It comes as more contagious variants continue to 
take hold across the state. An update on Friday by the Oregon Health Authority 
noted that most new COVID-19 cases in Oregon are the result of the variant first 
identified in December in the United Kingdom. Oregon saw a combined more than 
1,600 new reported cases of COVID-19 over the weekend and nine new deaths. 
Here in Lane County, we saw a combined 123 new reported infections on 
Saturday and Sunday. There were no new deaths. But local hospitalizations 
climbed to 14 with four patients in intensive care and one of those on a ventilator. 
; Vaccinations continue across Lane County and across Oregon. More than 
165,000 Lane County adults have received at least their first vaccination dose. 
And of those, 114,000 now are fully vaccinated. Across Oregon, better than 1.7-
million residents have received at least their first vaccination doses and, of those, 
more than 1.1 million are fully vaccinated. Health experts say vaccination, 
coupled with wearing masks and physically distancing from those outside your 
household, is the key to ending the pandemic. ; U.S. health officials on Friday 
lifted an 11-day pause on Johnson & Johnson vaccinations following a 
recommendation by an expert panel. Advisers to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said the benefits of the single-dose COVID-19 shot outweigh a 
rare risk of blood clots. The CDC and Food and Drug Administration decided that 
J&J’s vaccine is critical to fight the pandemic — and that the small clot risk could 
be handled with warnings to help younger women decide if they should use that 
shot or an alternative. ; Leaders of the Oregon Health Authority say health care 
providers may administer the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, as long as they can 
ensure that patients or their caregivers are informed about the benefits and risks 
in their primary language. The new guidance was issued this weekend after the 
CDC made its recommendation and members of the Western States Scientific 
Safety Review Workgroup came to the same conclusion. The state had more than 
100,000 doses of Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine stored at vaccination 
sites while the reviews were underway. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: 
A Klamath Falls restaurant has been fined by state workplace safety officials for 
the second time for offering indoor dining despite state COVID-19 rules that 
prohibited it. Casey's Restaurant was fined $27,660 by the Oregon Health and 
Safety Administration this time. The restaurant was also fined $8,900 in 
December. Casey’s has appealed that fine. Employers have 30 days to appeal 
citations. Klamath County has experienced high COVID case numbers and 
Oregon OSHA says the ongoing violations threaten worker and customer safety. 
It wasn’t immediately known if the owners plan to appeal the latest fine. ; Quick 



downtown traffic reminder: The Broadway “Streatery” is reopening for eating, 
drinking and safe social gathering on Friday, May 7th. Beginning today, one full 
block of West Broadway between Olive and Willamette Streets will be closed to 
vehicle traffic with traffic barriers and signs go up at the location. The Broadway 
Streatery will be open at least until the end of September. Streateries provide 
outdoor café seating and other offerings to support local businesses and provide 
a safe and physically distanced social gathering spot. Restaurants may expand 
their serving areas onto sidewalks and on-street parking spaces with a free, 
temporary “Streatery” permit, which allows café seating in the public right of way. / 
MILITARY: Close to 130 members of the Oregon Army National Guard are 
deploying to Poland to support NATO forces. The soldiers with the Alpha Troop, 
1st Squadron, 82nd Cavalry Regiment formally mobilized during a Sunday 
ceremony at West Albany High School’s football stadium. The unit was deployed 
in 2004 to Iraq and as part of the 41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team and to 
Afghanistan in 2014. In 2015, 1-82 Cavalry became part of the 81st Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team, headquartered in Washington State. / HEALTH, MENTAL 
HEALTH, LAW ENFORCEMENT: Police responding to a call about a person 
gripped by a mental health or drug crisis can lead to tragic results. Now a 
government health program will help communities set up an alternative: mobile 
teams of behavioral health practitioners and paramedics trained in de-escalating 
such potentially volatile situations. It is inspired, in part, by the CAHOOTS 
program created in Eugene. The effort to reinvent policing after the death of 
George Floyd in police custody is getting an assist from Medicaid, the federal-
state health insurance program for low-income people. President Joe Biden’s 
recent coronavirus relief bill calls for an estimated $1 billion over 10 years in 
federal payments to states that set up mobile crisis teams, now locally operated in 
only a handful of places, including Oregon. / CRIME: Authorities say a man 
driving recklessly on U.S. Highway 101 along the Oregon coast Thursday 
intentionally collided with an oncoming vehicle, killing himself and two other 
people. The Coos County Sheriff's Office said Friday that 32-year-old Cory 
Orsenico of California was reported multiple times for dangerous driving before he 
crossed the highway into the path of a vehicle driven by Dawn Adams. Police say 
Adams and passenger Jeffrey Adams both of Bandon, Oregon died in the crash. 
They and Orsenico died at the scene. The crash is under investigation by several 
agencies. / GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENT: Richard “Rick” 
Spinrad, an Oregon State University professor and former OSU vice president for 
research, has been nominated by President Joe Biden to serve as Under 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Commerce and Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. His appointment must be confirmed by 
the U.S. Senate. Spinrad served as NOAA’s chief scientist from 2014 to 2016 
during the Obama administration. He would be the third person from Oregon 
State University to lead NOAA, the federal scientific agency whose mission is to 
understand and predict changes in climate, weather, oceans and coasts and to 
conserve and manage coastal and marine resources. Former OSU President 
John Byrne served as NOAA administrator during the Reagan administration, 
from 1981 to 1984. OSU Distinguished Professor Jane Lubchenco led NOAA 
during the Obama administration from 2009 to 2012. Lubchenco just recently 
accepted an appointment in the Biden administration as the new deputy director 
of climate and environment in the White House Office of Science and Technology 



Policy. / DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, BUSINESS: The world’s largest 
firefighting plane has been shut down just as Western states prepare for a wildfire 
season that fire officials fear could be worse than the average year. Tara Lee, a 
spokeswoman for Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, said Friday the state’s 
Department of Natural Resources was alerted to the shutdown of the Global 
SuperTanker. The decision to cease the SuperTanker’s operations was first 
reported by Fire Aviation. The industry website reported an email sent this week 
to officials in Colorado, Oregon, Washington and the U.S. government that the 
investor group that owns the plane was shutting it down.  / ENVIRONMENT, 
BUSINESS, UTILITIES: InvestigateWest reports that to decarbonize the Cascadia 
region, the area will need an even stronger clean-fuels push.  Recent research 
finds that switching to battery-powered vehicles is the cheapest long-term solution 
to eliminate use of fossil fuels by 2050. Electrification can do it all for cars, energy 
planners say, edging out most conventional car sales within a decade. However, 
electrification of fuel-thirsty heavy vehicles could take decades longer, and 
Washington, Oregon and British Columbia need to significantly trim carbon 
emissions by 2030. / EVENTS, COMMUNITY: Two cultural icons converged in 
Bend this weekend when the Oscar Mayer Wienermobile parked in front of the 
last Blockbuster video rental store on Earth. The Wienermobile, the rolling orange 
and yellow symbol of Oscar Mayer hot dogs, pulled into the Blockbuster parking 
lot to a crowd of about two dozen people taking pictures and singing, “I wish I 
were an Oscar Mayer Weiner.” The Bulletin reports that some people were busy 
picking out movies inside the Blockbuster and were startled when the 27-foot-long 
hot dog on wheels parked outside. Blockbuster was one of several stops in 
Central Oregon for the traveling hot dog. / LOW-INCOME, HEALTH, 
EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT: The Biden administration is expanding a program 
to feed up to 34 million schoolchildren during the summer months. The expanded 
program uses funds from the coronavirus relief package approved in March. The 
Agriculture Department is announcing today it will continue through the summer a 
payments program that replaced school meals because the pandemic left many 
children with virtual classes. Families of eligible children would receive $6.82 per 
child for each weekday. That adds up to $375 per child over the summer months. 
The program reflects the Biden administration’s attempts to nearly stamp out child 
poverty. Conservative critics say the spending, if made permanent, could 
undermine the willingness of poorer Americans to work.  / POLITICS, 
GOVERNMENT, ELECTIONS, GROWTH: The Census Bureau says it will be 
releasing the numbers used for determining how many congressional seats each 
state gets today. The release of the apportionment numbers this afternoon comes 
almost four months later than planned because of delays caused by the pandemic 
and anomalies discovered in the data as the numbers were being crunched. The 
numbers are state population counts that show how many residents each state 
has gained or lost over the past decade. The 435 seats in the House of 
Representatives are divided among the states based on population. As growing 
states get more seats, that means fewer seats for states that lost population. /  
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HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: Get ready for a return to Extreme Risk on 
Friday. Later today, state officials are expected to announce that Lane and Linn 
Counties are among at least 14 Oregon counties that will be moving back to 
tighter restrictions on businesses and gatherings to slow the spread during this 
fourth surge of coronavirus infections. Benton and Douglas Counties are 
expected to remain at High Risk for now. The new Extreme Risk designations will 
mean a shutdown of indoor dining, indoor fitness, and indoor entertainment 
venues until infection rates decline, although outdoor options will be allowed with 
limited capacity. Religious institutions also will be asked to set an indoor capacity 
of 25 percent or 100 people, whichever is smaller, although those restrictions are 
not mandatory. It comes after hospitalizations in Oregon continued to soar and 
passed a pair of statewide thresholds that, coupled with local case numbers, 
qualify counties for Extreme Risk. Lane and other affected counties have seen 
rising numbers of COVID-19 infections with more than 200 new cases per 
100,000 residents over the past two weeks. That alone was enough to shift us to 
Extreme Risk. But the governor tried to make that slower to happen by adding two 
state criteria that also must be triggered. The first is when more than 300 patients 
are in Oregon hospital beds. We saw our statewide numbers leap from 291 on 
Sunday to 319 yesterday. Additionally, the seven-day average for new COVID-19 
hospitalizations must grow by more than 15 percent. Oregon’s week-to-week 
average grew by 37 percent. If there is any good news in the recent numbers, it is 
that deaths have slowed as more Oregonians are vaccinated against the 
coronavirus. ; Faced with a continuing surge in COVID-19 cases, state health 
officials yesterday revised quarantine guidance for people exposed to the 
coronavirus. Rather than recommending 10 days, or seven days for someone 
with a negative test, the Oregon Health Authority has upped the quarantine period 
to 14 days. The guidance does not apply to people who are fully vaccinated, but 
for others, the state said, “a 14-day quarantine is the safest option to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 to others.” / HEALTH: Oregon health officials learned of 630 
new reported cases of COVID-19 yesterday and one new death. Since the 
pandemic began, more than 181,000 Oregonians have been infected and 2,486 
have died from complications of COVID-19. Here in Lane County, there were 19 
new reported infections on Monday and no new deaths. But local hospitalizations 
climbed to 15 with four patients in intensive care and one of those on a ventilator. 
More than 12,000 Lane County residents have been infected with the virus during 



the past 13 months. Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more than 32.1 
million Americans and killed more than 572,000. ; Vaccinations continue across 
Lane County and across Oregon. More than 166,000 Lane County adults—more 
than 53 percent—have received at least their first vaccination dose. And of those, 
close to 116,000 or close to 37 percent are fully vaccinated. Across Oregon, 
better than 1.7-million residents have received at least their first vaccination 
doses and, of those, more than 1.1 million are fully vaccinated. Health experts say 
vaccination, coupled with wearing masks and physically distancing from those 
outside your household, is the key to ending the pandemic. ; Oregon has released 
new statewide mask guidance allowing people participating in non-contact sports 
to not wear a mask if they remain six feet apart. Officials with the Oregon Health 
Authority said Monday they have revised the guidance on the use of masks 
during outdoor competition after reviewing updated medical evidence. State 
health officials say the new guidance does not apply while training for competition 
and masks must still be worn before and after competing. / CRIME: They’ve 
arrested one person but are still looking for a non-custodial parent and three 
young children who have been missing since last Thursday. Eugene Police say 
32-year-old Jeremy Michael Cantu was arrested yesterday in Springfield. 
Detectives say 29-year-old Whitley Morgan McGrady remains at large and is 
described as a white female, with brown or reddish hair, and unknown clothing. 
They say they continue to seek the youngsters, one-year-old Kyden Cantu, six-
year-old Trulle Lynay Cantu, and 10-year-old Robert Samuel Mena II. Call 911 if 
you have information. / HOMELESSNESS, COMMUNITY, SAFETY, CRIME: 
Members of the Eugene City Council heard hours of public comments yesterday 
about whether to provide more legal spots for unhoused people to overnight. It 
comes as increasingly larger homeless camps are showing up at multiple 
locations. One of the biggest is spreading across the open space under the 
Washington-Jefferson Street Bridges. The city has fielded a growing number of 
complaints from business owners and residents near the unofficial camps, who 
say they have concerns about the behavior of some of the campers, as well as 
noise, litter, and other issues. Supporters of the ordinance say the creation of 
additional safe camping spots would assist in consolidating those unofficial camps 
and help reduce health and safety issues for those who are unhoused. City staff 
say they have been meeting with local social service providers to discuss possible 
new camping sites and whether the organizations have the capacity to assist 
campers who might relocate to any newly established locations. / GROWTH, 
ECONOMY: Steady population growth, driven by newcomers from other states, is 
giving Oregon greater national political clout. U.S. Census Bureau figures 
released Monday that show the state’s population grew 10 percent over the past 
decade to more than 4.2 million. That is enough to give it an additional 
congressional district for the first time in 40 years. Expanding its U.S. House 
seats from five to six will not necessarily be a win for Democrats, who control the 
state politically and hold all but one of the current seats. Democrats agreed to 
give up their advantage in redrawing political boundaries in a deal to stop 
Republicans from blocking legislation. With the agreement, Democrats and 
Republicans each will have three members on the state's redistricting committee. 
A party-line vote will be insufficient to pass new maps, which essentially grants 
Republicans veto power to block any map of legislative or congressional districts 
from passing. If lawmakers don’t reach agreement on U.S. congressional district 



boundaries, it would be settled by a panel of five judges, one from each of the 
state’s current congressional districts. The Oregon Secretary of state would 
decide the new boundaries of state legislative districts if the Legislature fails to do 
so. As with other states, redistricting in Oregon will be affected by the delay in 
community-level census data, which will not be distributed to states until August 
or later. July 1 is the state's deadline to draw new districts. That prompted state 
legislative leaders to file a petition with the state Supreme Court asking for an 
extension to the statutory July 1 deadline. After the court agreed, the Legislature 
now has until Sept. 27 to complete the redistricting process. In last year's 
presidential election, 42 percent of Oregon voters cast their ballot for a 
Republican House candidate. Democrats are concentrated in Portland, its 
suburbs and Eugene, home to the University of Oregon. Rural and eastern 
Oregon is heavily Republican. Currently, the 2nd Congressional District is the 
lone district held by a Republican and is the largest in Oregon, covering roughly 
two-thirds of the state. The historically conservative region has not had a 
Democratic House representative in four decades. / CRIME, TERRORISM: 
Authorities have arrested a 62-year-old Hillsboro, Oregon, man and charged him 
for his alleged role in the January 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. He made his first 
appearance in federal court in Portland yesterday. Prosecutors say Reed Knox 
Christensen attacking officers trying to protect the building and those inside from 
violent protesters. The FBI shared videos from the incident online in an effort to 
identify a number of assailants. According to a news release from the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in Oregon, Christensen faces federal charges of forcibly 
assaulting, resisting, impeding or interfering with law enforcement; and engaging 
in an act of physical violence in a Capitol building. The attack occurred while 
members of Congress met to count electoral votes related to the presidential 
election. More than 400 people have been charged so far in connection with the 
Capitol breach. According to court documents, Christensen was on the Lower 
West Terrace of the Capitol grounds where U.S. Capitol Police were protecting 
the building from rioters. Surveillance and body-worn camera footage shows 
Christensen striking and pushing officers and initiating the aggressive removal of 
metal bike rack barriers. A short time later, prosecutors say Christensen tried to 
breach the barrier when a Metropolitan Police Department Officer sprayed him 
with a chemical irritant. Despite the spray to his face, they say the video shows 
Christensen charging through the perimeter and striking a U.S. Capitol Police 
officer with his fists. Last month, two Oregon brothers—Jonathanpeter and 
Matthew Klein—were arrested on charges of conspiracy in connection with the 
Capitol attack. Another man with Oregon ties, 40-year-old Richard L. Harris, was 
arrested last month in Florida in connection with the violent incursion. / POLITICS, 
SAFETY, CRIME: Ahead of the Oregon Legislature’s final vote on two 
contentious gun bills, lawmakers from both parties have received death threats, 
intimidating messages and faced recall petitions. The measures would enact 
among the strictest gun storage laws in the country and ban firearms from the 
state Capitol building. In March, the state Senate voted in favor of Senate Bill 554, 
which would ban guns from the Capitol and other state buildings and allow local 
jurisdictions to decide whether people with a concealed handgun license can 
bring guns into public buildings. During the floor session, the seats of five 
Republican senators were empty. Walkouts have become an increasingly 
common tactic by the minority party to prevent a vote from taking place, by 



denying quorum. But unlike past walkouts, a majority of the Republicans — six — 
attended the floor session, all of whom voted against the bill and filed multiple 
motions on the floor for more than six hours. But not everyone was happy with the 
GOP lawmakers’ decision to show up to work at the Capitol that day. Each of the 
six senators have received threats. One email to the lawmakers wished that they 
would “become victims of criminals who use violence” and in another message 
the senators were called “traitors” and the “enemy.” The harassment didn’t stop 
there.  Some say they are being targeted by recall efforts. The second piece of 
legislation would require the storage of firearms with trigger or cable locks, in a 
locked container or in a gun room. An offense is a Class C violation, which carries 
a maximum fine of $500, unless someone under age 18 obtains access, in which 
case it is a Class A violation with a maximum fine of $2,000. Democrats faced 
threats and intimidation over both gun measures. One lawmaker from West Linn 
was recently targeted in a series of flyers with anti-Semitic and holocaust imagery 
found in Clackamas County. At the bottom of the flyers is a website for a gun 
rights advocacy group. Another Democratic senator says she received a 
threatening email about one of the current bills. She has received a box of 
feathers and syrup and in years past has had gun activists follow her home a 
night, sitting parked outside her driveway with a video camera rolling and video 
posted online. / EDUCATION, LAW ENFORCEMENT: The University of Oregon 
has filed a federal lawsuit against a former campus police officer. The Oregonian 
and OregonLive report the lawsuit accuses Troy Phillips of lying in his police 
reports and withholding key evidence in an alleged malicious prosecution of a 
Latino bicyclist he stopped at gunpoint in 2018. The university fired Phillips in 
2019 for dishonesty. The state agency that certifies police officers has opened an 
inquiry into Phillips’ case. The lawsuit accuses Phillips of unlawful arrest, 
malicious prosecution and fabricating evidence and says Phillips should pay 
damages owed to Eliborio Rodrigues, Jr’s, estate. Phillips could not immediately 
be reached by the newspaper for comment. Earlier, his lawyer said Phillips had 
filed a grievance to challenge his termination. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report the U-of-O also agreed last week to pay $115,000 to the family of the 
Rodrigues, who later died in an unrelated encounter with Eugene police. The 
payment settled a pending tort claim, or notice to sue the university, which was 
brought by Rodrigues’ estate. The suit alleged that Phillips failed to disclose to a 
Eugene municipal prosecutor that his Oct. 27, 2018, stop of Rodrigues was 
videotaped and audio recorded through his police car’s mobile camera, the suit 
says. According to the suit, filed in U.S. District Court in Eugene on Friday, even 
though the officer reviewed the video multiple times when writing his police report, 
he falsified what occurred in his report and in a probable cause statement. It 
accuses Phillips of unlawful arrest, malicious prosecution and fabricating 
evidence and says Phillips should pay the damages owed to Rodrigues’ estate. / 
ELECTIONS: Registered to vote in Oregon? There’s a special election coming up 
on May 18. Not currently registered but want to vote? You only have until later 
today to do it. Off-year elections might not receive a lot of attention, but there is 
plenty on the ballot in Lane County, from the measure that would create and fund 
a Mohawk Valley law enforcement district to the measure supporting Lane County 
4H and the local OSU Extension Services. There is also a funding measure for 
the Lane Fire Authority and a bond issue for the McKenzie Schools. And that’s in 
addition to plenty of local school board, fire district, and other special district 



races. You may register online at www.oregonvotes.gov by 11:59 p.m. tonight. 
That’s if you have a valid Oregon driver’s license, DMV-issued identification card 
or learner’s permit. Or you may submit a voter registration form to the Lincoln 
Street Drop Box next to the Lane County Elections Office in Eugene by the close 
of business at 5 p.m. this afternoon. Finally, you may mail a completed voter 
registration card to the Elections Office as long as it is postmarked no later than 
today. New voters who will turn 18 on or before the May 18 Election Day may 
register by the today’s deadline and receive a ballot, even if they are still 17 on 
the registration deadline date. For any questions regarding voter registration or 
elections in Oregon, visit www.lanecounty.org/elections or call Lane County 
Elections at 541-682-4234. / EVENTS, HEALTH: For the second year in a row, 
the coronavirus pandemic has put a stop to Portland’s annual summer experiment 
in clothes-free bicycling. The Oregonian and OregonLive report the World Naked 
Bike Ride in Portland will not take place this year, at least not in its traditional 
form. Instead, organizers are encouraging protesters to go on their own naked 
bike rides every full moon of the summer. But because of the pandemic, 
Portland’s World Naked Bike Ride organizers are asking people from outside the 
Portland metro area not to come to town for rides. They ask that locals who take 
part mask up for their rides, whether or not they have been vaccinated. / 
GOVERNMENT, DISABILITIES: The Oregon Senate unanimously passed a bill 
Monday allowing a person who is deaf or hard of hearing to have that noted on 
their vehicle’s registration and on their driver's license. Under the bill, law 
enforcement officers can learn — before walking up to the vehicle — that a driver 
is deaf as they run the license plate through their database. It was earlier passed 
by the House, also unanimously. Supporters say such laws can help protect 
people who may not be able to hear and respond to law enforcement commands 
and prevent unintended escalations of such interactions. It allows a person who is 
deaf or hard of hearing to have that noted on their vehicle's registration and on 
their driver's license. The action by Oregon lawmakers comes amid heightened 
awareness in the nation of how interactions with police can go horribly wrong. In 
2016, a North Carolina state trooper fatally shot a man who was deaf after an 
attempted traffic stop. Last year, Michigan’s governor signed into law bills 
designed to improve police interactions with individuals with autism or other 
communication barriers by allowing them to have a notice associated with their 
driver’s license, registration or state ID cards. In Ohio, people with a diagnosed 
communication disability can voluntarily enroll in a database to inform law 
enforcement of their disability. / HEALTH, FAMILIES: This Mother's Day will 
include some sweet reunions for many moms, grandmothers and their offspring. 
As thousands receive vaccinations each day, families plan to reunite in person for 
the first time since the pandemic began. Last year, they were forced to hold off on 
the physical joys of Mother’s Day. This time around, vaccinations have brought 
more comfort and security to bring on the hugs and kisses. Of course, not 
everyone will feel that joy. There are those mourning for mothers lost to COVID-
19 and others who are continuing to refrain from socializing in person until they, 
too, can schedule protective jabs in the arms. /  
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HEALTH, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, SPORTS: Lane County and Linn County 
are among 15 Oregon counties moving back to Extreme Risk on Friday as 
COVID-19 cases continue to surge. Benton County will remain at High Risk. But 
Douglas County will drop from High Risk to Moderate Risk. It comes as much of 
the state sees a surge in coronavirus infections even as vaccination rates 
increase. State officials say the growing numbers of cases are beginning to affect 
hospital capacities along with doctors, nurses, and other health care workers. ; 
What does Extreme Risk mean? Indoor dining is prohibited. State officials said 
yesterday they will raise Outdoor dining limits from 50 up to 100 people 
maximum. But the limits remain the same for individual dining tables: no more 
than six people from no more than two households per party. Closing time is 
11:00 p.m. Indoor entertainment limited to six or fewer customers based on 
square footage and no indoor food or drink consumption allowed. Closing time is 
11:00 p.m. Indoor recreation and fitness limited to six or fewer customers based 
on square footage. No indoor food or drink except individual water bottles. State 
officials say that Outdoor recreation and fitness and outdoor entertainment 
venues may host up to 100 people. Outdoor full-contact sports are allowed under 
certain precautions. Closing time is 11:00 p.m. Retail store capacity cannot to 
exceed 50 percent and curbside pick-up is encouraged. Personal Services are 
allowed. Indoor transmission is responsible for most of Lane County’s COVID-19 
cases, so you are encouraged to avoid indoor social gatherings. Health officials 
say if you’re holding any outdoor social gatherings at your home, they should 
include physical distancing with a maximum of six people from no more than two 
households. ; The move back to Extreme Risk on Friday also means that no fans 
will be allowed into Autzen Stadium on Saturday for Oregon Football’s Spring 
Game. Oregon Athletics officials say any passes previously claimed for the event 
will not be honored. But the Oregon Football Spring Game will be televised. It airs 
Saturday at 2 p.m. on the Pac-12 Networks. ; Because Benton County and the 
city of Corvallis remain in the High-Risk category, Oregon State Football is 
opening its final scrimmage to fans. The scrimmage takes place one week from 
Saturday, on May 8, at Reser Stadium. Capacity will be limited to 15 percent. The 
Beaver’s scrimmage will kick off at 10:30 a.m. on May 8 and be carried by the 
Pac-12 Network. ; Leaders of local governments say if Lane County must head 
back into Extreme Risk restrictions, the least the state could do is provide more 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine to help slow the spread of infection. County Public 



Health officials said yesterday the slightly more than 11,000 Pfizer and Moderna 
doses they are receiving from the state this week are barely enough to cover the 
second or Boost doses for those taking part in the county’s mass-vaccination 
clinics. To help expand the effort, the county is receiving doses from Clackamas, 
Coos, Lake, and Harney counties. Members of the Lane County Board of 
Commissioners yesterday unanimously approved a letter to the governor co-
signed by the Eugene, Springfield, Florence, Oakridge and Cottage Grove 
Chambers of Commerce. In addition to calling for an increase in the allotment of 
vaccine doses being sent to Lane County Public Health, it asks state leaders to 
look at revising Oregon’s risk guidelines to better support local businesses and 
better reflect where transmission is occurring. Public health officials said 
yesterday they are working to determine whether they may secure doses directly 
from the federal government through their community health centers. If so, they 
say that would better allow them to conduct smaller clinics in rural areas and 
among more vulnerable populations. ; Local pharmacies are continuing to receive 
vaccine allotments directly from the federal government. Yesterday, for example, 
we hear from the folks at the Eugene-Springfield Target stores that they had 
many appointments available this week at their CVS-affiliated pharmacies for 
people to receive doses of the Pfizer vaccine, with some walk-up spots available. 
Other participating pharmacies have some openings this week. And most have 
many slots available for appointments next week. Other participating pharmacies 
include Albertson’s-Safeway, Bi-Mart, Costco, Fred Meyer, Health Mart, Rite Aid, 
Walgreen’s, and Walmart. ; There also is a continued push to vaccinate 16- and 
17-year-olds, who became eligible earlier this month. Yesterday, the Bethel 
Schools held an on-site student vaccination clinic at Willamette High School. It 
continues today and tomorrow. Bethel District officials say with some available 
slots open during this week’s student vaccination clinics, they also expanded 
availability to Bethel parents and guardians. The Bethel Schools held their first 
clinics in late January to vaccinate staff and also took part in the effort to inoculate 
staff from a number of smaller districts in Lane County, along with some from the 
Eugene 4J and Springfield Public Schools. / HEALTH: As vaccinations continue 
across Lane County, more than 169,000 Lane County adults—close to 54 percent 
of those age 16 and older—have received at least their first vaccination dose. And 
of those, more to 116,000—more than 37 percent—are fully vaccinated. Across 
Oregon, better than 1.7-million residents have received at least their first 
vaccination doses and, of those, more than 1.1 million are fully vaccinated. ; Here 
in Lane County, there were 67 new reported infections on Monday and no new 
deaths. But local hospitalizations climbed to 18 with six patients in intensive care 
and two of those on a ventilator. More than 12,000 (12,147) Lane County 
residents have been infected with the virus during the past 13 months. Officials 
say 144 have died. Oregon health officials yesterday learned of 740 new cases of 
COVID-19 yesterday and two new deaths. Since the pandemic began, more than 
182,000 Oregonians have been infected and 2,488 have died from complications 
of COVID-19. Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more than 32.1 million 
Americans and killed more than 573,000. ; The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention yesterday eased its guidelines on the wearing of masks outdoors, 
saying fully vaccinated Americans do not need to cover their faces anymore 
unless they are in a big crowd of strangers. And those who are unvaccinated can 
go outside without masks in some situations, too. For most of the past year, the 



CDC had been advising Americans to wear masks outdoors if they are within 6 
feet of one another. This week’s decision marks the U.S. government’s latest step 
toward normalcy, but it comes as much of the country already had moved on from 
mask rules. The CDC essentially endorsed what many Americans have already 
been doing. Some states never had mask mandates, while others like Oregon still 
had them on the books. The CDC says that, whether they are fully vaccinated or 
not, people do not have to wear masks outdoors when they walk, bike or run 
alone or with members of their household. An unvaccinated person can also go 
maskless to a small outdoor gathering with fully vaccinated people. But 
unvaccinated people — defined as those who have yet to receive both doses of 
the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine or the one-shot Johnson & Johnson formula — 
should wear masks at small outdoor gatherings that include other unvaccinated 
people. They also should keep their faces covered when dining at outdoor 
restaurants with friends from multiple households. And everyone, fully vaccinated 
or not, should keep wearing masks at crowded outdoor events such as concerts 
or sporting events. The CDC continues to recommend masks at indoor public 
places, such as hair salons, restaurants, shopping centers, gyms, museums and 
movie theaters, saying that is still the safer course even for those who are 
vaccinated. The change comes as research shows that less than 10 percent of all 
documented instances of transmission of the virus happened outdoors. The CDC 
announcement was greeted with a mixture of relief and concern. Some say they 
appreciate loosened restrictions for those who have gotten their vaccines. Others 
worry that they can’t tell those who among them are not vaccinated and simply 
choosing to be unsafe. ; Lane County Public Health officials say they continue to 
see new COVID-19 cases among school-aged children. Those transmissions are 
generally occurring outside of school, when kids and teens get together to play or 
socialize. During the past two weeks, officials say they have received reports of 
28 infections among Eugene 4J students; 29 among Springfield school students; 
ten among students who attend Bethel Schools; and smaller numbers of cases 
among students attending school in the Siuslaw, Junction City, Fern Ridge, 
Creswell, and Pleasant Hill districts. But, again, the transmission is not occurring 
in the classrooms, but generally outside of school hours when children and teens 
socialize. County public health officials are encouraging parents to chat with your 
kids to emphasize the importance of wearing masks and physically distancing. ; 
Lane County Public Health officials say some of our most recent COVID-19 cases 
came not just among school-age children but adults. There are cases tied to 
workplaces—generally not when employees are on the job but when they get 
together on breaks or for social gatherings after-hours. Health experts say they 
also are seeing a fair number of cases tied to religious gatherings, including a 
cluster of 12 cases recently in Florence. They say these infections generally are 
not tied to formal church and other services, but instead to smaller social 
gatherings such as Bible study. They say people are letting their guard down 
when they get together at a home or other location, remove masks and do not 
physically distance. / CRIME: The children are safe, and the remaining suspect is 
in custody. It came in the case of three youngsters, ages one, six, and ten, who 
were taken last Thursday by a non-custodial parent. Eugene Police say 29-year-
old Whitley Morgan McGrady was arrested yesterday in Sacramento, California, 
and that the children were recovered and are safe. On Monday, police arrested 
another suspect, 32-year-old Jeremy Michael Cantu in Springfield. Eugene Police 



thank everyone who provided tips in the case, along with FBI offices in Eugene 
and Sacramento and the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office. ; Lane County 
Sheriff’s investigators say a 48-year-old man is in custody after he fired a shot 
during a mental health crisis, killing his family dog. Daniel Wayne Wilkerson was 
charged with Unlawful use of a Weapon and Animal Abuse after yesterday’s 
noontime incident at a residence in the 1300 block of N. Park Avenue in Eugene. 
Family members had called for help, says Wilkinson was making delusional 
comments, shot the dog, and then barricaded himself in a bedroom when they 
confronted him. Wilkinson was reported to have several firearms inside the 
bedroom and a violent history while armed with a firearm. Because the home had 
no phone and Wilkinson did not have a cell phone, deputies say they used an 
armored rescue vehicle equipped with a loudspeaker to establish communication 
with Wilkinson and convince him to surrender peacefully. As a precaution, Kelly 
Middle School—which is located one block to the north—was advised of the 
possible threat. The incident ended shortly after 1:30 p.m. ; It’s never a good thing 
when a suspect in a stolen vehicle pursuit drives through residential yards, 
crashes through fencing, and later appears intent on menacing other motorists. 
Lane County sheriff’s investigators say the suspect in question, 51-year-old Terry 
Albert Conner was arrested and faces multiple charges related to Monday’s 
incident, as well as a Federal Warrant for Counterfeiting. It started when sheriff’s 
deputies were called about a man who attempted to pay for gas with multiple 
credit cards at the Jasper Store, then left without paying. Deputies spotted the 
vehicle on Jasper Park Road, but said the Conner drove off at a high speed, 
causing the damage in residential yards and crashing through the fence. The 
pursuit made its way onto Parkway Road to Jasper Road. Springfield Police use 
Spike Strips at Jasper Road and Bob Straub Parkway to deflate one of the stolen 
vehicle’s tires. But officials say Conner continued accelerating toward Main Street 
in Springfield. As the pursuit continued, investigators say Conner stopped the 
vehicle near other stopped motorists at two different locations and began to exit 
the vehicle as though he was going to try and take the other motorist’s car. 
Deputies used a controlled maneuver to force the stolen vehicle off the road and 
make the arrest. / TRANSPORTATION, DISABILITIES: Have you ever had 
trouble understanding the announcements over the loudspeakers in an airport? 
Imagine what it’s like if you have hearing difficulties. Today, officials at Eugene 
Airport showcase the recent installation of their new Hearing Loop technology. It 
was recently installed at all the rental car and airline ticket counter locations in the 
airport terminal building and will expand to the airline gate areas in the future. 
A Hearing Loop, sometimes known as an “audio induction loop,” is a special type 
of sound system for use by people with hearing aids or hearing implants. It 
provides a magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by hearing aids when they 
are switched to the “T” or “Telecoil” setting. The system transmits an audio signal 
directly into a hearing aid via a magnetic field. That greatly reduces background 
noise, competing sounds, reverberation, and other acoustic distortions. 
Supporters of the effort say traveling with hearing loss can be stressful and even 
dangerous. They say Hearing Loops are to hearing aids what ramps are to 
wheelchairs: They reduce stress and remove a major barrier to travel. Eugene 
Airport officials are holding a ribbon-cutting event to celebrate the new system 
today at 10 a.m. / EVENTS, HEALTH, COMMUNITY: We learned earlier this 
month that organizers of the Oregon Country Fair have canceled their in-person 



event for a second straight summer but will hold a virtual event, “Fair in the 
Clouds” the second weekend in July. Yesterday, organizers of another major 
Western festival are canceling this summer. For a second year, Burning Man will 
not take place on the playa in Nevada’s Black Rock Desert. Officials with both 
events say they are planning to return in 2022. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: 
University of Portland officials have announced that the school will require proof 
of COVID-19 vaccinations for all students, faculty and staff when the fall semester 
starts. The school made the announcement Tuesday in a news release. The 
release says more than 100 colleges and universities nationally have announced 
vaccination requirements for students and/or employees, according to The 
Chronicle of Higher Education. Willamette University in Salem also will all ask 
students, faculty and staff to show vaccination proof before fall classes start. 
Lewis and Clark College said last week it would require student vaccinations and 
urge employees to get vaccinated.  / SPORTS: The Register-Guard is reporting 
that the best golfer in the Pac-12 might be an Oregon assistant coach. Monica 
Vaughn, who has been an assistant with the Ducks’ women’s golf program since 
2018 after briefly turning professional, qualified for the U.S. Women’s Open after 
a stellar performance Monday at the OGA Golf Course in Woodburn. Vaughn shot 
rounds of 63 and 71 to finish minus-10 and punch her ticket to this year’s Open 
from June 3-6 at Olympic Club in San Francisco. Before joining Derek Radley’s 
staff at Oregon, Vaughn won the NCAA individual championship and led Arizona 
State to the team title in 2017. During a fundraiser event last October, Vaughn 
shot a 58 at the Eugene Country Club. Before her collegiate career with the Sun 
Devils, the Reedsport High graduate won Oregon high school state 
championships in 2011 and 2013. Vaughn flew back to Oregon the night before 
her Open qualifier after helping coach the Ducks to a fifth-place finish at the Pac-
12 championships at Stanford. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY, DEVELOPMENT: Watch for road and ramp 
closures at night at the Beltline/Delta Highways interchange as work continues. 
The project wraps in August. Tonight – The ramp from northbound Delta Highway 
to eastbound Beltline Highway will close tonight from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. Friday 
morning. Traffic will detour via the northbound Delta Highway to westbound 
Beltline Highway ramp and use River Road to return to westbound Beltline 
Highway. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, DISASTERS, SAFETY, COMMUNITY: Our 
recent hot, dry weather has elevated wildfire danger across the state. Saturday is 
Wildfire Community Preparedness Day and Lane County residents are being 
encouraged to prepare now for the wildfire season. It comes while memories of 
September’s devastating blazes remain fresh in our minds.  Lane County 
Emergency Manager Patence Winningham says, “We have seen firsthand the 
devastation of wildfire in our community. We know that wildfire can happen here.” 
She encourages us to all take steps to help prevent wildfire and protect our 
homes and businesses. This year, the campaign is encouraging people to start 
close to home and look for ways to prepare and prevent, including: Clean up: 
Dispose of lawn debris to reduce fuel; clear needles, leaves and other debris from 
roofs, gutters, porches and decks; move firewood piles to at least 30 feet away 
from buildings; and keep lawns mowed and hydrated. Make a plan: Plan two 
ways out of your neighborhood and designate a meeting place before a wildfire 
threatens your area; include pets in your evacuation plans; and plan to have 
horses or other large animals ready year-round for potential wildfire evacuation. 
To learn more about preparing your home for wildfire, see the checklist available 
at www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Preparing-
homes-for-wildfire Lane County residents are also encouraged to familiarize 
themselves with evacuation levels and to sign up for emergency alerts via 
AlertMe! Sign up at https://public.alertsense.com/SignUp/?regionid=1087 The 
AlertMe! Texts allows fire, police, and other emergency response agencies to 
issue alerts to residents at the contact information they provided, including 
telephone, text messages and email. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: 
Lane, Linn, and 13 other Oregon counties are preparing to head back into 
Extreme Risk COVID-19 restrictions tomorrow. But many of those counties’ 
leaders—along with the head of the Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association—
are asking Governor Kate Brown and state officials will reconsider the state’s 
COVID-19 restrictions, which they say unfairly harm local businesses. In a letter 



signed by more than 70 county officials across the state, they say that the return 
of Extreme Risk restrictions, including the closure of indoor dining and reduced 
retail capacity, harms businesses that are already struggling. The letter to the 
governor says Oregon has reached the point where the vast majority of those 
most prone to serious illness have been successfully protected through 
vaccination. It notes that new variants of the virus are troublesome. But the 
officials Oregonians understand the risks associated with COVID. The officials 
say restrictions on specific types of businesses are creating rifts in communities 
and dividing people rather than bringing them together. The letter notes that 
Oregon businesses have proven their ability to meet safety, sanitation, and air 
quality guidelines during the pandemic. And they note that Oregon has not seen 
one instance of a super-spreader event tied to the hospitality industry. / HEALTH: 
As vaccinations continue across Lane County, close to 55 percent of those age 
16 and older have received at least their first dose. Of those, more than 38 
percent now are fully vaccinated. Across Oregon, better than 1.7-million residents 
have received at least their first vaccination doses and, of those, more than 1.2 
million are fully vaccinated. ; Here in Lane County, there were 57 new reported 
infections on Wednesday and no new deaths. But local hospitalizations climbed to 
22 with five patients in intensive care and one of those on a ventilator. More than 
12,200 Lane County residents have been infected with the virus during the past 
13 months. Officials say 144 have died. Oregon health officials yesterday learned 
of 888 new cases of COVID-19 yesterday and two new deaths. Since the 
pandemic began, close to 183,000 Oregonians have been infected and 2,490 
have died from complications of COVID-19. Nationwide, the pandemic has 
sickened more than 32.2 million Americans and killed more than 574,000. ; The 
latest numbers from the Oregon Health Authority’s shows that last week marked a 
fifth consecutive week of surging daily COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations. 
There were more than 5,700 new reported cases across Oregon last week—up 
21 percent from the previous week. New COVID-19 related hospitalizations nearly 
doubled from 171 to 333. If there is good news, it is that the state’s death 
numbers are lower than during previous surges, largely due to the spread of 
vaccination. Still, last week saw 26 reported COVID-19 related deaths in Oregon. 
; State health officials say two major factors are driving our recent surge in 
COVID-19 cases: people letting their guard down during social gatherings and the 
spread of more contagious coronavirus variants. The spread at social gatherings 
is occurring with Oregonians of all ages—adults and children. Health experts say 
transmission occurs when people get together with those outside their 
households, remove their masks, and fail to physically distance. At the same time, 
the state is seeing a growing number of cases tied to new variants, particularly 
the one first identified in the United Kingdom. It arrived in Oregon several months 
ago and is now the dominant variant in statewide. Health experts say it is 50 more 
contagious than the original virus that causes COVID-19 and also might cause 
more severe disease. And the U.K. variant is not the only one detected in Oregon. 
Researchers analyzing samples from across the state have found infections 
involving variants first identified on the East Coast and in California. Last week, 
Oregon State University experts said testing of wastewater samples in Corvallis 
and Albany determined a variant first identified in South Africa is the most 
prevalent in those communities. So far, scientists say COVID-19 vaccines are 
effective against the variant. Yesterday, experts with the Centers for Disease 



Control and Prevention said the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are highly effective 
in preventing hospitalization among older adults. But researchers and health 
officials are concerned that the longer the coronavirus circulates, the more 
opportunity it has to produce additional genetic mutations, including variants that 
might be vaccine-resistant. / HEALTH, FAMILIES, LOW-INCOME: More than 
574,000 Americans have died from COVID-19. For families, the heartbreak is 
compounded by funeral expenses. But the latest federal relief package provides 
reimbursement from FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, of up 
to $9,000 per funeral for those who lost a family member due to COVID-19. 
Those who lost multiple family members are eligible to apply for up to $35,000. 
Learn more at https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-
assistance  See a list of Frequently-Asked Questions at 
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance/faq / 
HOMELESSNESS, COMMUNITY, SAFETY, BUSINESS, CRIME: Members of 
the Eugene City Council yesterday approved an ordinance to create larger official 
camping areas for unhoused people to overnight. The goal is to accommodate a 
larger number of vehicles or tents than previously allowed under city code. 
Supporters say consolidating unofficial camps will provide better health, safety, 
and services to those who are homeless. At the same time, the effort would shift 
campers from unofficial locations including the park under the Washington-
Jefferson Street Bridges, at 13th and Chambers, and in vehicles parked on streets 
in the West Eugene commercial and industrial area. Nearby residents and 
businesses have complained repeatedly about the unofficial camps, sharing 
concerns about camper behavior, noise, litter, and other issues. Eugene staff are 
working with their counterparts in Lane County Government and with private 
property owners to figure out the best spots for the temporary safe-camping 
locations. Staff also are speaking with representatives of local social service 
providers to discuss whether the groups have the capacity to assist those 
campers who relocate. / SAFETY: Five lots of scented hand sanitizers that were 
sold through a number of nationwide retail chains are being recalled because they 
contain methanol (wood alcohol), benzene, and acetaldehyde-- things you should 
not put on your skin or inhale. The items were distributed by Scentsational Soaps 
& Candles under various product names through retailers including Ulta Beauty, 
Marshall’s, and TJ Maxx. I’ve placed links to the recall notices with Images of the 
products on my TracyKKNU Facebook page. See the recall details at 
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/scentsational-
soaps-candles-inc-issues-voluntary-nationwide-recall-scented-hand-sanitizers-
due?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery This is the latest in a series of 
recalls involving hand sanitizers containing unhealthy and potentially dangerous 
ingredients. To see all of those notices from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, go to https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-
safety-alerts and type the phrase "hand sanitizer"—or any other type of product 
you care to check—into the search field. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Multiple 
moderate earthquakes occurred well off the Oregon coast earlier this morning. 
The United States Geological Survey recorded the four quakes about 180 miles 
west of Coos Bay during a 40-minute period. The temblors ranged from 4.3 to 5.4 
in magnitude and posed no risk of a tsunami. /  
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HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: Lane County and Linn County are among 
15 Oregon counties moving back to Extreme Risk today as COVID-19 cases 
continue to surge. Benton County remains at High Risk. Douglas County drops 
from High Risk to Moderate Risk. In counties that are at Extreme Risk: Indoor 
dining is prohibited. Takeout is encouraged. Outdoor dining limits allow up to 100 
people maximum. Closing time is 11:00 p.m. Indoor entertainment venues are 
limited to six or fewer customers based on square footage. No indoor food or 
drink consumption allowed. Closing time is 11:00 p.m. Indoor recreation and 
fitness limited to six or fewer customers based on square footage. No indoor food 
or drink is allowed except individual water bottles. Outdoor recreation and fitness 
and outdoor entertainment venues may host up to 100 people. Outdoor full-
contact sports are allowed with COVID precautions. Closing time is 11:00 p.m. 
Retail store capacity is capped at 50 percent. Curbside pick-up is encouraged. 
Personal Services are allowed. Faith-based institutions are encouraged to limit 
capacity to 25 percent. Capacity limits for faith-based institutions are 
recommendations only. Funeral homes, mortuaries, and cemeteries are limited to 
25 percent of indoor capacity or 100 people, whichever is smaller. Outdoor 
capacity is 150 people maximum. Businesses are urged to have employees work 
remotely, if possible. Health officials say if you’re holding any outdoor social 
gatherings at your home, they should include physical distancing with a maximum 
of six people from no more than two households. / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH, 
BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: Officials with the Oregon Employment Department 
say they’re preparing for a surge of filings for jobless benefits as 15 Oregon 
counties—including Lane and Linn—head back into the Extreme Risk category. 
Business owners can help state more quickly process benefits for their 
employees by sharing information about job separations as soon as possible. 
Employers can visit the Oregon Employment Department’s webpage at 
unemployment.oregon.gov/employers and complete what’s known as an 
“Employer Reported Layoffs” form. It allows employers to provide bulk information 
about layoffs of multiple workers and can help speed benefits to those employees 
more quickly. The agency had already seen a growth in claims as some long-term 
unemployed reached the one-year mark since they’d first filed. Those jobless 
workers needed to re-file to qualify for the next round of pandemic-related 
benefits. Oregon Employment Department officials say they are rapidly working 
through those filings and completing the initial processing of most within seven 



days. The agency has hired another 160 additional employees. Employment 
officials say they’ve heard some employers are having a hard time finding 
employees. They say challenges include applicants’ concerns over their personal 
health, challenges to finding reliable childcare, increased competition for jobs 
among others with similar skill sets, and a growing demand for higher wages. 
Many factors add up to a tight labor market. They’re seeing the same trend 
nationwide. / HEALTH: Some good news in the effort to vaccinate more Lane 
County residents against the coronavirus: Lane County Public Health officials say 
they’ve asked the state for more doses and will receive triple the usual amount 
next week. This week’s allotment was so small the county went to several other 
counties and healthcare providers to procure enough doses for its weekend 
vaccination clinic in the Autzen Stadium parking lot and for other events. ; Lane 
County is seeing an increased number of “no shows” for second doses at some 
county and private health care provider locations. Local health officials believe 
anecdotally that it has to do with some fear about side effects. But they say the 
vast majority of people have very few, if any, side effects. Most have a slight 
soreness in their arm. Some might feel tired, experience chills or a bit of nausea. 
But generally, the feeling lasts for a day or less. Health experts say you’re not 
getting sick. Rather, your immune system is doing what it is supposed to do: 
Ramp up to fight the coronavirus. And they say any mild effects from the vaccine 
are far less than actually getting COVID-19, which can lead to serve illness, 
hospitalization, and death. ; As vaccinations continue across Lane County, more 
than 55 percent of those age 16 and older have received at least their first dose. 
Of those, close to 40 percent now are fully vaccinated. Across Oregon, close to 
1.8-million residents have received at least their first vaccination doses and, of 
those, more than 1.2 million are fully vaccinated. ; Here in Lane County, there 
were 59 new reported infections on Thursday and no new deaths. Local 
hospitalizations, which climbed to 22 earlier in the week, eased a bit yesterday to 
18 but five patients remain in intensive care and one of those is on a ventilator. 
More than 12,200 Lane County residents have been infected with the virus during 
the past 13 months. Officials say 144 have died. Oregon health officials yesterday 
learned of 928 new cases of COVID-19 yesterday and one new death. Since the 
pandemic began, 183,830 Oregonians have been infected and 2,491 have died 
from complications of COVID-19. Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more 
than 32.2 million Americans and killed more than 575,000. / HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT: Gov. Kate Brown is extending Oregon’s state of emergency for 
COVID-19 until June 28, saying a fourth surge of the pandemic is being driven by 
variants of the disease and causing increased cases and hospitalizations. The 
declaration allows Brown to issue executive orders restricting activity and helps 
the state utilize federal COVID-relief funds. But the governor also said that she 
anticipates fully reopening Oregon’s economy by the end of June and that the day 
is approaching when the emergency orders can be lifted. She also encouraged 
Oregonians to be vaccinated, particularly teens and younger adults. Brown says 
the overwhelming majority of Oregon’s new COVID-19 cases are among 
unvaccinated people. / SPORTS: The Detroit Lions have selected Oregon 
offensive tackle Penei Sewell with the No. 7 overall pick in the NFL draft. The 20-
year-old Sewell will likely start at right tackle to strengthen Detroit’s offensive line. 
The 6-foot-5, 331-pound Sewell opted out of last year’s delayed Pac-12 season to 
prepare for the draft. He started his first two years at Oregon, an All-America 



selection who as a sophomore won the position’s top award, the Outland Trophy. 
Sewell was the first offensive lineman selected in the NFL draft and some 
analysts predict he will ink a four-year deal worth close to $24 million, plus 
bonuses. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Saturday is 
National Wildfire Community Preparedness Day and Lane County residents are 
being encouraged to prepare now for the wildfire season. Leaders with Oregon’s 
Division of Financial Regulation remind you that preparing for any kind of disaster 
goes beyond safeguarding your property to protecting your financial information 
and assets. Another other things, they suggest you take time to create a home 
inventory. This can be a list of key items, accompanied by photos or a video taken 
on your cellphone or electronic device to document your possessions and special 
items. Be sure a copy of the paperwork, photos, and video are stored someplace 
other than your home. Emergency preparedness experts take about putting 
together a “go kit” in a suitcase or backpack should you need to evacuate quickly. 
This should include essentials such as prescription medicines, spare pairs of 
eyeglasses, and other items. But make sure it also contains copies of key 
personal and financial documents that otherwise would be difficult to replace. And 
review your insurance coverage. No one wants to think about losing everything. 
But now is the time to make sure that, should disaster strike, you have enough 
coverage to replace what is lost and that your policies include damage from 
wildfires and other disasters. Lane County emergency managers remind you that 
this is the time to protect your property from wildfires by cleaning up debris 
outside your home. Make sure roofs, gutters, porches and decks are clean and 
clear. Move firewood piles to at least 30 feet away from buildings; and keep lawns 
mowed and hydrated. They say this is a good weekend to chat with household 
members about safe evacuation. Plan two ways out of your neighborhood and 
designate a meeting place for everyone should people be at work, school, or 
elsewhere when disaster strikes. Include pets and livestock in your evacuation 
plans. Lane County residents are also encouraged to familiarize themselves with 
evacuation levels and to sign up for emergency alerts via AlertMe! Sign up at 
https://public.alertsense.com/SignUp/?regionid=1087 / POLITICS, CRIME, 
SAFETY: The Oregon House on Thursday passed a bill that would mandate safe 
storage of firearms and ban them from the state Capitol. It came after emotional 
debate on both sides of the aisle. Backers say the bill is aimed at reducing the 
number of accidental shootings by children, along with the number of suicides 
and mass shootings. It requires firearms to be secured with a trigger or cable 
lock, in a locked container or in gun room. The bill also authorizes the board of a 
public university, community college or school district to adopt a policy banning 
concealed handgun licensees from possessing firearms on school 
grounds. Opponents claim the bill will not save lives but instead make criminals 
out of law-abiding citizens and make it difficult for them to protect themselves. But 
proponents say there are no criminal penalties attached to the safe-storage 
section of the bill. Instead, they say it establishes that a gun owner may share in 
the responsibility for civil damages if an unsecured firearm is used to cause harm 
as a result of their carelessness. The debate in Oregon over guns mirrors similar 
discussions being held nationwide. Previously, the measure imposed strict liability 
on people who violate the statute and whose guns are used to injure or kill 
another person. Instead, it now imposes a negligence standard. It also previously 
would have allowed local governments to prohibit concealed handgun licensees 



to have guns on their properties. The new version does not allow that. The bill 
passed the House with 34 votes in favor and 24 against. Democrats, who 
overwhelmingly favor the bill, have a majority in both the House and Senate. 
The bill next goes to the Senate, which had passed a much narrower version of 
the proposal before it was amended. Two separate gun bills had been watered 
down somewhat and then combined into one measure. / ELECTIONS: Ballots are 
in the mail to registered voters for the May 18 special election. Off-year elections 
might not receive a lot of attention, but there is plenty on the ballot in Lane 
County, from the measure that would create and fund a Mohawk Valley law 
enforcement district to one supporting Lane County 4H and the local OSU 
Extension Services. There is also a funding measure for the Lane Fire Authority 
and a bond issue for the McKenzie Schools. And that’s in addition to plenty of 
local school board, fire district, and other special district races. / 
TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Are you seeing more motorcycles on the road 
these days? Many riders and their bikes are emerging from hibernation to enjoy 
the winter weather. Sunday morning on Community Forum, we focus on 
motorcycle training and safety. We chat with one of the folks with Team Oregon, 
the state’s official rider training and education program. If you’re a beginner, 
completing the two-day Team Oregon basic class gets you your motorcycle 
endorsement and a discount on your insurance. If you’re an intermediate or 
longtime rider, take a look at the popular advanced course offerings. Team 
Oregon has a series of Cornering Clinics and other one day offerings to help you 
shore up your skills. You’ll feel more confident on the road and have a lot more 
fun. May is National Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month. Check out Team 
Oregon’s offerings and recourses at http://team-oregon.org/ and see the latest 
courses and safety tips at http://team-oregon.org/resources/news/ / EDUCATION, 
GOVERNMENT: A top scientist at the University of Oregon has been nominated 
to serve in the Biden administration as undersecretary for science in the U.S. 
Department of Energy. Geraldine “Geri” Richmond is the U-of-O’s Presidential 
Chair in Science. She came to Eugene in 1985 and has focused on a range of 
issues, including designing state-of-the-art laser systems, optics equipment and 
computers to better understand the molecular processes of liquid surfaces. The 
research has applications to everything from dealing with oil spills to developing 
alternate energy sources. Richmond also has been a pioneer in advocating for 
the advancement of women in science. She received the National Medal of 
Science from President Obama in 2016 and the Presidential Award for Science, 
Mathematics, and Engineering Mentoring in 1997 from President Clinton. A 
member of the National Academy of Sciences, Richmond in 2018 was awarded 
the Priestley Medal, the American Chemical Society’s highest honor. The 
undersecretary for science advises the nation’s energy secretary on energy and 
technology issues, monitors department research and development programs, 
and advises the secretary on management of the DOE’s national laboratories, 
among other duties. / HEALTH, BIPOC: U.S. health regulators pledged again 
Thursday to try to ban menthol cigarettes, this time under pressure from African 
American groups to remove the mint flavor that is popular among Black smokers. 
The Food and Drug Administration has attempted several times to get rid of 
menthol but faced pushback from Big Tobacco, members of Congress and 
competing political interests in both the Obama and Trump administrations. Any 
menthol ban will take years to implement and will likely face legal challenges from 



tobacco companies. Thursday’s announcement is the result of a lawsuit filed by 
anti-smoking and medical groups last summer to force the FDA to finally make a 
decision on menthol, alleging that regulators had “unreasonably delayed” 
responding to a 2013 petition seeking to ban the flavor. The deadline for the 
agency’s response was Thursday. The FDA said it aims to introduce the 
regulations banning the flavor in the coming year. The action would also ban 
menthol and fruity flavors from low-cost cigars, which are increasingly popular 
with young people, especially Black teens. Menthol is the only cigarette flavor that 
was not banned under the 2009 law that gave the FDA authority over tobacco 
products, an exemption negotiated by industry lobbyists. The act did, though, 
instruct the agency to continue to weigh banning menthol. The flavor’s 
persistence has infuriated anti-smoking advocates, who point to research that 
menthol’s numbing effect masks the harshness of smoking, likely making it easier 
to start and harder to quit. The mint-flavored cigarettes are overwhelmingly used 
by young people and minorities, particularly Black smokers, 85 percent of whom 
smoke menthols. That compares to about a third of white smokers. About one-
third of all cigarettes sold in the U.S. are menthol and its elimination would be a 
huge blow to tobacco companies, including Altria and Reynolds American, maker 
of the leading menthol brands, Newport and Kool. With the slow decline of 
smoking, tobacco companies have been diversifying into alternative products, 
including electronic cigarettes and tobacco pouches. But those ventures still 
account for a tiny slice of industry sales. /  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
05/03/21 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

HEALTH: Lane County Public Health officials reported 64 new COVID-19 
infections on Saturday and 56 on Sunday. Experts say 325 local residents are 
infectious. Hundreds more are under monitoring because they were exposed to 
someone who later tested positive for the virus. There were no new Lane County 
deaths. But 17 people remain hospitalized, six in intensive care. Two of the ICU 
patients remain on ventilators. More than 12,400 Lane County residents have 
been infected with the virus during the past 14 months. Officials say 144 have 
died. Oregon health officials reported 794 new COVID-19 cases on Saturday and 
756 on Sunday. They also reported six new deaths as the state’s pandemic death 
toll climbed above 2,500. More than 186,000 Oregonians have been infected by 
the virus. Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more than 32.4 million 
Americans and killed more than 577,000. ; More than 40 percent of all Lane 
County adults have been fully vaccinated. And 56 percent of those age 16 and 
older have received at least their first dose. County vaccination efforts slowed a 
bit last week as the allotment of doses from the state was lower than normal. But 
officials said they are expecting triple their usual shipment this week, which will 
allow for expanded mass-vaccination and community clinics. Across Oregon, 
close to 1.8-million residents have received at least their first vaccination doses 
and, of those, more than 1.2 million are fully vaccinated. ; The University of 
Oregon continues to offer free testing for COVID-19 to members of the public 
ages three and older who might have been exposed to the virus but are not 
showing symptoms. The U-of-O began offering the free testing several months 
ago and officials say they have processed more than 75,000 samples since then. 
More testing slots are available to community members this week. The 
appointments may be booked online and must be reserved at least one day in 
advance. The testing also has helped public health investigators track the spread 
of the virus across Lane County. When possible, U-of-O researchers have 
analyzed some of the samples—uncovering the presence of COVID variants in 
some local cases. / BUSINESS, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Lane County and 14 
other Oregon counties returned to Extreme Risk COVID-19 restrictions on Friday. 
That included a shutdown of indoor dining, forcing restaurants that remained open 
to focus on outdoor dining, takeout, and delivery. But one Springfield restaurant 
that has long defied state COVID-19 guidelines hosted a large indoor dinner and 
dancing event on Friday night. The gathering at Along Came Trudy was, 
according to flyers, sponsored by the group Breathe Free Lane County. In early 



February, restaurant owner Trudy Logan was cited by Oregon OSHA for willfully 
continuing to violate public health orders, potentially exposing workers to the 
coronavirus, and fined more than $9,200. Two weeks later, Logan was nominated 
by some of her peers for a Springfield Chamber of Commerce “Business Person 
of the Year” award. / SPORTS, HEALTH: It was a bit of a surreal opening 
montage for those watching the start of the University of Oregon’s Spring Game 
on the Pac-12 Network. The event was held in an empty Autzen Stadium because 
of Lane County’s Extreme Risk restrictions. But things looked like a typical Duck 
sports event on the field. Still the players who entered Autzen to the thunder of 
recorded music, crowd noise, and fog, were cheering and pointing at non-existent 
fans in the empty stands. The team and athletic department officials were the only 
ones to have an in-person view of the military fly-by. As for the game itself, the 
Oregon offense scored points in the usual fashion, while the Duck defense 
earned points for everything from turnovers to limiting the offense to three-and-
outs. The UO offense won in the close game, 35-34. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH, 
BUSINESS: Governor Kate Brown on Friday defended her decision to implement 
further restrictions in more than one-third of Oregon's counties. Brown said during 
a media briefing that for the second week in a row the state leads the nation with 
the fastest-growing infection rate. She says she remains "gravely concerned" 
about tight hospital capacity. In an attempt to slow the spread of the deadly virus, 
restaurants in 15 counties, including Lane County, closed indoor dining on Friday 
and significant capacity reductions were implemented in indoor gyms, indoor 
sports facilities and indoor entertainment spaces. Last week, the Oregon Health 
Authority reported that the state recorded its fifth straight week where cases have 
increases by 20 percent more. / HEALTH: A COVID-19 vaccine clinic set up 
inside a Bend high school attracted anti-vaccine protesters who heckled 
teenagers as they entered the site. The Bend La Pine School Board is offering the 
vaccine at six different clinics at Central Oregon high schools between now and 
June 3 in hopes of stemming an outbreak that's sickened at least 95 students and 
staff in the district. Students showing up for shots this week were heckled by 
protesters and the school board has received hate mail over the decision to hold 
the clinics. The clinics in Bend, Sisters and Redmond will be staffed by Mosaic 
Medical. / SPORTS, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: The commissioner of the 
National Women’s Soccer League is appealing to Oregon Governor Kate Brown 
to make an exception to the current coronavirus restrictions and allow fans into 
the Challenge Cup final Saturday between the Portland Thorns and Gotham FC. 
The Thorns clinched a spot in the preseason tournament’s final game and the 
right to host the event at Providence Park, but the governor on Friday moved 15 
counties to “extreme risk” status. As part of the “extreme risk” designation, fans 
are no longer allowed to attend outdoor sporting events, even outdoors. / 
ELECTIONS: Ballots arrived over the weekend for many registered voters for the 
May 18 special election. This month’s Lane County ballot includes a measure that 
would create and fund a Mohawk Valley law enforcement district. Another 
measure would support Lane County 4H and local OSU Extension Services. 
There is also a funding measure for the Lane Fire Authority, and a bond issue for 
the McKenzie Schools. And that’s in addition to plenty of local school board, fire 
district, and other special district races. ; If you’re commuting through Veneta this 
afternoon, you might see members of the Lane Professional Firefighters holding 
rallies in support of the Lane Fire Authority funding measure, which is on the May 



18 special election ballot. They’re assembling between 4 p.m.-6 p.m. at the 
intersection of Highway 126 and Territorial Highway. Another gathering is 
planning during the Tuesday morning commute from 7 a.m.-9 a.m. on Clear Lake 
Road near the weigh station. The Lane Fire Authority is seeking passage of a levy 
to maintain and expand staffing as more people settle in rural Lane County and 
Demand for Fire and Emergency Services increases. / RECREATION, 
TRANSPORTATION: May is Bike Month in Eugene and Springfield and 
supporters say this is a great time to get your bike ready to ride. Bike month was 
first celebrated nationally in 1956 and has been featured here in Lane County for 
the past eight years. The goal is to showcase the many benefits of bicycling and 
encourage more people to give it a try, whether biking for fun or to work and 
school. Some of this month’s events include physically distanced group rides, 
workshops on buying and using eBikes, and more. Later this morning, for 
example, you might see a group of riders taking a sight-seeing route from Eugene 
to Jasper via Pleasant Hill. That event is sponsored by GEARs, the Greater 
Eugene-Area Riders group. Other activities include online talks and classes, bike-
up business discounts, and prizes for all ages and riding abilities.  Want to know 
more and see the full schedule of events? Go to WeBikeLane.org and see the full 
calendar of this month’s events at https://webikelane.org/2021-events-rides/ The 
organization Get There Oregon also is offering weekly raffle drawings for those 
who register and log their rides and trips. Go to GetThereOregon.org to learn 
more. Don’t have a bike? The PeaceHealth Rides bike share is a great option. 
Register at peacehealthrides.com ; A few tips for safe and enjoyable biking during 
Bike Month: Get your bike ready to ride — visit your local bike shop for a safety 
check; Wear a helmet to protect your head — it’s required for children under 16 in 
Oregon; Follow the rules of the road — obey signs, signals and markings; Ride 
predictably — ride in the right-most lane that goes the direction you’re traveling; 
Look before you change lanes — look, signal your turn and then act; Plan your 
route — pick bike-friendly streets and paths when possible; Follow path etiquette 
— keep right except to pass and give a warning when passing. / CRIME, 
POLITICS: Prosecutors on Friday leveled two criminal charges against a 
Republican member of the Oregon House of Representatives who let far-right 
rioters into the state Capitol in December. Rep. Mike Nearman was charged with 
official misconduct in the first degree and criminal trespass in the second degree. 
Oregon State Police struggled to force the rioters back out of the Capitol, which 
was closed to the public, on Dec. 21 as lawmakers met in emergency session to 
deal with economic fallout from the coronavirus pandemic. The Marion County 
Deputy District Attorney told Nearman's attorney that his client must appear in 
court on May 11 or face arrest. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Sabrina Ionescu is excited 
to be playing basketball again, nearly eight months after spraining her ankle 21/2 
games into her rookie season with the New York Liberty. The No. 1 pick in the 
2020 draft is raring to go after a long rehab process. Her team will tip off the 25th 
WNBA season on May 14 at home against Indiana. /  
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EDUCATION, HEALTH, SAFETY, CRIME: If you want to see an image quickly go 
viral during a pandemic, share a photograph of a crowd of young people at a 
social gathering with no visible masks and no physical distancing. On the heels of 
reports of large backyard parties near campus in Eugene, public officials and 
health experts are expressing dismay. Police say they’re responding to noise 
complaints and safety concerns. And University of Oregon officials say they’re 
investigating but don’t have a lot of control over what happens in nearby 
neighborhoods. Lane County is at Extreme Risk because of the recent surge in 
COVID-19 cases. But officials say as the weather warms, they are hearing of 
larger gatherings across the county, including a number near the U-of-O campus 
involving young adults. It appears the events attract a mix of students and 
community members. During one backyard party near 15th Avenue between 
Patterson and Hilyard Streets, police say they responded to complaints of noise 
and loud music, public urination, and a woman who was injured when she fell 
from a roof. Medics transported her to the hospital. Police say the party wound 
down once they arrived. But the situation illustrates the challenges public health, 
law enforcement, and campus officials have in dealing with off-campus 
gatherings. The University of Oregon reported 39 of Lane County’s close to 400 
reported COVID-19 cases last week involved students. But only 14 live on-
campus. The remaining 25 live in the community and are not subject to residence 
hall rules. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY, BUSINESS: It is a jarring disconnect for 
residents of the West Coast: California’s two largest cities now have the lowest 
rate of COVID-19 cases in the country and Oregon and Washington now have 
among the highest. After a deadly winter surge, Los Angeles and San Francisco 
are emerging from tight coronavirus restrictions that for a time made it the 
epicenter of the nation’s outbreak. They are expanding indoor dining, reopening 
indoor bars, increasing capacity for movie theatres, gyms, and amusement park, 
and allowing larger crowds into the Major League ballparks that are home to the 
Dodgers and Giants. / HEALTH: Here in Oregon, the fourth wave of COVID-19 
infections might be slowing, but new case numbers remain alarmingly high. Some 
of that is due to people letting their guard down, some to the rapid spread of a 
particularly contagious coronavirus variant. Lane County Public Health officials 
reported 56 new COVID-19 infections on Monday. There were no new Lane 
County deaths. But 13 people remain hospitalized, five in intensive care. One of 
the ICU patients remain on ventilators. Those hospital numbers are lower than 



they were over the weekend but still far higher than mid-March, when we had no 
one hospitalized for the better part of the week. Experts say 347 local residents 
are infectious—an increase from Sunday. Hundreds more are under monitoring 
because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. 
More than 12,500 Lane County residents have been infected with the virus during 
the past 14 months. Officials say 144 have died. Oregon health officials reported 
540 new COVID-19 cases on Monday and one new death—a patient in Douglas 
County. The state’s pandemic death toll stands at 2,502. Close to 187,000 
Oregonians have been infected by the virus. Nationwide, the pandemic has 
sickened more than 32.4 million Americans and killed more than 577,000. ; The 
Eugene School District is holding a free COVID-19 vaccine clinic for district 
students who are interested and eligible. It will take place tomorrow (Wednesday, 
May 12). The clinic will be held at South Eugene High School. Shuttle buses will 
be provided from the three other Eugene high schools. The Pfizer vaccination 
clinic is for teens who are age 16 and older. A parent or guardian does not need 
to be present for their student to be vaccinated. Staff with Cascade Health are 
administering the doses and will provide another clinic in a few weeks for students 
to receive their second Pfizer dose. Eligible students wishing a vaccination must 
make an appointment online. ; The Food and Drug Administration is expected to 
authorize Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine for youngsters ages 12 to 15 by next week, 
according to a federal official and a person familiar with the process. That could 
mean families with younger teens and tweens could see them fully vaccinated 
before the summer vacation season and the start of next school year. The Pfizer 
vaccine already is authorized for those age 16 and older. Scientists say the FDA 
also is on track to approve Pfizer’s use by even younger children sometime this 
fall. The FDA and a federal vaccine advisory committee must sign off on 
recommending the Pfizer doses for 12- to 15-year-olds, then send their decision 
to the CDC for its adoption. Those steps could be completed in a matter of days. 
Pfizer in late March released preliminary results from a study of more than 2,200 
U.S. volunteers between the ages 12 to 15. It showed there were no cases of 
COVID-19 among fully vaccinated adolescents compared with 18 among an 
unvaccinated control group. Kids had side effects similar to young adults: Some 
limited pain, fever, chills and fatigue, particularly after the second dose. Pfizer is 
not the only company seeking to lower the age limit for its vaccine. Results also 
are expected by the middle of this year from a U.S. study of Moderna’s vaccine in 
12- to 17-year-olds. And in a sign that the findings are promising, the FDA already 
is allowing both companies to begin U.S. studies in children 11 and younger and 
might eventually expand emergency use authorization to those as young as six 
months. ; More than 40 percent of all Lane County adults have been fully 
vaccinated. And 56 percent of those age 16 and older have received at least their 
first dose. But county vaccination efforts slowed over the weekend amid tight 
dose allotments. But officials say they are expecting triple their usual shipment 
this week, which will allow for expanded mass-vaccination and community clinics. 
Across Oregon, close to 1.8-million residents have received at least their first 
vaccination doses and, of those, more than 1.2 million are fully vaccinated. / 
HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, GOVERNMENT: Oregon lawmakers this week 
passed a bill that makes it easier for communities to quickly create emergency 
shelters and temporary housing. House Bill 2006 cleared the Oregon Senate on a 
26-1 vote and will remove barriers to siting shelters by temporarily adjusting land 



use laws and waiving some design, planning and zoning regulations. Backers say 
they had the support of multiple Oregon cities, which have seen their numbers of 
unhoused people climb during the pandemic and in the wake of the September 
wildfires. Any new shelters would still be required to meet building codes and 
satisfy public health and safety requirements. A similar bill was passed in by 
lawmakers in June but expired after 90 days. The new bill, which is awaiting the 
governor’s signature, sunsets in July 2022, although it would allow any newly 
created shelters to remain open. Leaders of the Oregon Housing Alliance told 
lawmakers that an estimated 10,000 are unsheltered in Oregon on any given 
night and that our state has one of the highest rates of unsheltered homelessness 
— with many sleeping outside, in a tent, or in a vehicle. The state's 2019 Point-In-
Time count, a yearly one-night count of Oregon’s homeless population, indicated 
another 6,000 individuals and families were in temporary overnight locations, 
ranging from a friend or relative’s sofa to a temporary motel or shelter bed. / 
ELECTIONS: If you’ve received a ballot for the May 18 special election in Lane 
County, be sure to check both sides before you return it to avoid missing the 
opportunity to vote on any candidates or financial issues. Once you’ve returned 
your ballot, it cannot be changed or recast. This month’s Lane County ballot 
includes a measure that would create and fund a Mohawk Valley law enforcement 
district. Another measure would support Lane County 4H and local OSU 
Extension Services. There is also a funding measure for the Lane Fire Authority, 
and a bond issue for the McKenzie Schools. And that’s in addition to plenty of 
local school board, fire district, and other special district races. For any questions 
about your voter registration or ballot, visit www.lanecounty.org/elections or call 
Lane County Elections at 541-682-4234. / RECREATION, SAFETY: It’s been 
blocked before and it’s happened again. Officials say another rockslide has 
closed access to Terwilliger Hot Springs from the northern end of Aufderheide 
Drive. The slide is near Milepost 52 on the scenic mountain byway that connects 
the McKenzie and Willamette River drainages. Aufderheide Drive is also known 
as Forest Service Road 19. The slide dropped numerous large rocks on the 
roadway and officials say there is a risk more might come down. Engineers 
yesterday were conducting an assessment so that crews may begin clearing the 
debris. This section of road has seen repeated landslides over the years. In 2017, 
a larger rockslide closed the road for several months. Just last month, crews 
conducted scaling operations to remove loose rocks and hazard trees from the 
bluffs above. Terwilliger Hot Springs (also known as Cougar Hot Springs) remains 
open, but access is completely blocked from the Highway 126 side. That means 
you can still get there from Highway 58 far to the south. But it’s a 50-mile drive 
from Westfir, with snow occasionally falling in the Box Canyon area. Willamette 
National Forest officials say anyone taking that route from the south needs to be 
prepared for a long journey with no opportunity for services or gas. If you go, 
make sure you begin with a full tank of gas and provisions such as food and 
water. There are multiple gas stations and stores in Oakridge. But remember: It’s 
still a very long drive to reach the hot springs from Westfir, nearly 100 miles round 
trip, and there is no phone service along Forest Service Road 19. For visitors still 
seeking warm waters, there are privately owned hot springs along Highway 126, 
as well as the smaller McCredie Hot Springs located on Highway 58. / LOW-
INCOME, FAMILIES, HEALTH: When the panic began triggering shutdowns and 
job losses more than one year ago, the federal government approved emergency 



allotments in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or “SNAP,” to give 
lower-income recipients additional nutrition support. The expanded assistance 
continues this month, with two changes: Households that are already receiving 
the maximum SNAP benefits for their household size will now receive an 
additional $95 in emergency allotments in May. But any households currently 
eligible for $0 in regular SNAP benefits will not receive any May emergency 
allotments. This change is because the federal government clarified households 
must receive regular SNAP to be eligible for emergency allotments. /  
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HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: Lane, Linn, and 13 other Oregon 
counties are shedding their Extreme Risk restrictions on Friday to move to High 
Risk. It comes after statewide COVID-19 hospitalization numbers fell a bit, even 
as infection rates remain high. The change is good news for restaurants and bars, 
which may welcome back indoor diners at 25 percent of their capacity or 50 
people, whichever number is smaller. It provides an opportunity for indoor dining 
on Sunday, when many families head to restaurants for traditional Mother’s Day 
brunches. Outdoor dining capacity increases to 120 people. Restaurant and bar 
closing times remain at 11 p.m. Indoor recreation, fitness, and entertainment 
establishments also may welcome more patrons through the doors. Their capacity 
limits also are set to 25 percent or 50 people, whichever number is smaller. 
Indoor full-contact sports are being allowed with COVID-19 precautions in place. 
Outdoor recreation and fitness establishments, and outdoor entertainment 
establishments may host 15 percent occupancy at their events and venues. Retail 
stores, and indoor and outdoor shopping malls remain at 50 percent capacity 
limits. Personal services continue to be allowed. Faith-based institutions, funeral 
homes, mortuaries, and cemeteries will see indoor service and event sizes grow 
to 25 percent of occupancy or 150 people, whichever is smaller, and an outdoor 
capacity of 200 people. ; It’s now a lot easier to get a vaccine to protect yourself 
against COVID-19. Lane County Public Health officials say they’ve begun offering 
some vaccine doses with no appointment needed. The first opportunity came 
yesterday at the county’s mass-vaccination location in the parking lot of the Lane 
Events Center. Another drop-in clinic is set for tomorrow afternoon (Thurs., May 
6) from 4 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Lane Events Center. Clinic officials will be 
administering doses of the Pfizer vaccine, which is available to anyone ages 16 
and older. County public health officials are offering drop-in spots at different 
locations and times to better accommodate people’s work, childcare, and school 
schedules. Here are the details for the rest of this week: Thursday, May 6, from 
4:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Lane Events Center (Pfizer – 16+). Friday, May 7 from, 
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., Autzen Stadium (Pfizer – 16+). Saturday, May 8 from 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Autzen Stadium (Pfizer – 16+), Lane Events Center 
(Moderna – 18+). Sunday, May 9 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., Lane Events 
Center (Moderna – 18+). See clinic dates, times, and locations 
at www.lanecountyor.gov/vaxclinics Walk-ins are welcome but if you have time to 
go online and schedule an appointment it can further reduce your wait time. ; 



More than 42 percent of all Lane County adults have been fully vaccinated. And 
58 percent of those age 16 and older have received at least their first dose. 
Across Oregon, close to 1.8-million residents have received at least their first 
vaccination doses and, of those, more than 1.3 million are fully vaccinated. ; Lane 
County has recorded its first COVID-19 death in four weeks, a man in his 60s 
from the Eugene-Springfield area who was hospitalized before his death. It came 
as county public health officials yesterday were notified of 47 new cases of 
COVID-19. Nineteen local patients are hospitalized, with six in intensive care and 
three of those on ventilators. Experts say 329 local residents are infectious. 
Hundreds more are under monitoring because they were exposed to someone 
who later tested positive for the virus. More than 12,500 Lane County residents 
have been infected with the virus during the past 14 months. Officials say 145 
have died. Oregon health officials reported 748 new COVID-19 cases on Monday 
and six new deaths. The state’s pandemic death toll stands at 2,508. More than 
187,000 Oregonians have been infected by the virus. Nationwide, the pandemic 
has sickened more than 32.5 million Americans and killed more than 578,000. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: Oregon State University will require all staff and students 
to have COVID-19 vaccinations before they are allowed on-campus for Fall Term. 
Officials made the announcement in Corvallis yesterday. Interim OSU President 
Becky Johnson said high rates of vaccination among students, faculty and staff 
are essential to assure the safety and well-being of the community. She said 
vaccination will allow Oregon State to resume traditional on-site and in-person 
activities. Students enrolled exclusively in online courses through OSU’s online 
education provider, E-Campus, and those who are not on-site at any OSU 
location, are not required to be vaccinated. But Oregon State University leaders 
strongly encourage all members of the university community be immunized.  The 
University of Portland, Willamette University, and Lewis and Clark College also 
have announced vaccine requirements. University of Oregon officials have not 
made any announcement. / EDUCATION, SAFETY, HEALTH, CRIME: University 
of Oregon says they are "disappointed" to learn about large off-campus parties 
over the weekend involving students and some community members who did not 
wear masks nor physically distance. Photos of several large parties Saturday 
circulated on social media, showing the partiers standing shoulder-to-shoulder. 
The U-of-O’s Kay Jarvis said yesterday that while officials are limited in their 
jurisdiction over off-campus gatherings, they are conducting an investigation to 
determine whether there were violations of the student conduct code. Jarvis also 
encouraged those students who attended the parties to get tested for COVID-19 
and self-quarantine until they learn the results. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: 
Eugene’s Bushnell University is holding two in-person commencement 
ceremonies on Saturday. The private Christian liberal-arts college will confer 113 
undergraduate and 43 graduate degrees. Because of the pandemic, each 
graduation ceremony will have a maximum of 100 attendees, including graduates 
and a small number of administrators, faculty and staff. Friends and family will be 
able to live-stream the ceremonies at live.bushnell.edu The commencement also 
includes the awarding of an honorary degree to Harrisburg’s Clare Buhler, the 
senior Pastor of the Harrisburg Christian Church. Buhler graduated from Bushnell 
in 1980, when it was Northwest Christian College. He is being recognized for his 
longtime church and community leadership, which included multiple mission trips 
to Mexico and Africa. Buhler also is being honored for helping direct high school 



programs for a local Christian camp, coaching Harrisburg’s high school track-and-
field team, and volunteering with the district’s Crisis Response Team. / HEALTH, 
BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: Oregon OSHA, the state’s workplace safety 
regulator, is indefinitely extending a rule it adopted last fall that requires 
coronavirus mask and social distancing requirements for all businesses and 
schools. Officials say the rule will remain in place until it is "no longer necessary 
to address the effects of the pandemic in the workplace." The rule had been set to 
expire on Tuesday. When it was first announced last fall, there was a flood of 
angry responses from some business owners and employees who called it 
“government overreach” and thousands of people signed a petition opposing its 
extension. But Oregon OSHA officials say the requirements are needed in the 
state’s broader battle against the coronavirus. They say it is critical for businesses 
and schools to protect their workers, customers, teachers, staff, and students. 
Under the rule, employers must provide workers with information and training 
about how to reduce their risk of exposure to COVID-19. Owners and managers 
must conduct a COVID-19 exposure risk assessment and optimize existing 
ventilation systems. There also are sanitation requirements, although they are 
less stringent than the requirements put in place last fall. Another review of the 
rule is set for July. / HEALTH, SPORTS: The Register-Guard is reporting that the 
Lane Youth Soccer Association has been banned from using the City of Eugene’s 
soccer fields for the remainder of the spring season. It comes following 
complaints about coaches and organizers not enforcing mask requirements 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Reporter Louis Kraus writes that the city made 
its decision after repeatedly informing the co-ed soccer league that it needed to 
do a better job enforcing the Oregon Health Authority’s mask requirement during 
games. A number of parents of children and teens had complained about the lax 
safety measures at league games. The Lane Youth Soccer League was midway 
through its spring season. The Register-Guard reports the decision means the 
league will not be allowed to hold games or practices at Petersen Park, where 
most of its contests were set to be played, or on other city fields for the rest of the 
spring. ; It had been 610 days since the Eugene Emeralds last played a game. 
Last night in Spokane, the Ems opened their 2021 season with a 9-5 win. 
Tuesday night marked the beginning of a new era for the Emeralds, who are for 
the first time playing as a High-A level Minor League team. The Ems also are 
inaugurating the first of what will be ten seasons as an affiliate of the San 
Francisco Giants. The Eugene Emeralds are at Spokane through Sunday, then 
have a doubleheader at Hillsboro on Monday. On Thursday, May 13, the Ems 
open their home season with a four-game series with the Hillsboro Hops at 
Eugene’s PK Park. / POLITICS, ELECTIONS: There might be a rematch next 
year in the Fourth Congressional District. Roseburg Republican Alek Skarlatos 
says he’s running again. He lost his bid to longtime Congressman Peter DeFazio, 
the Democrat who has occupied the seat since 1987. But whether they are even 
in the same Congressional race won’t be known until lawmakers complete the 
state’s redistricting process, which could redraw political boundaries. Skarlatos 
gained fame in 2015 when the Oregon National Guardsman and two friends 
thwarted a terror attack on a French train. Clint Eastwood used it as the basis for 
the movie, “The 15:17 to Paris,” where the trio played themselves. /  
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HEALTH: Quick reminder: Another drop-in COVID-19 vaccination clinic takes 
place this afternoon in Eugene. Lane County Public Health is holding the event 
from 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. in the Lane Events Center parking lot. Clinic 
officials will be administering doses of the Pfizer vaccine, which is available to 
anyone ages 16 and older. Just show up and you’ll be able to receive a vaccine 
and be on your way, ideally in about 30 minutes. And while walk-ins are welcome, 
you may also go online and schedule an appointment if you wish to further reduce 
your wait time. County public health officials are offering drop-in spots at different 
locations and times to better accommodate people’s work, childcare, and school 
schedules. The drop-in clinic dates and times include: Friday, May 7 from, 12:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m., Autzen Stadium (Pfizer – 16+). Saturday, May 8 from 9:00 a.m. 
- 3:00 p.m., Autzen Stadium (Pfizer – 16+), Lane Events Center (Moderna – 18+). 
Sunday, May 9 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., Lane Events Center (Moderna – 18+) 
. ; More than 42 percent of all Lane County adults have been fully vaccinated and 
58 percent of those ages 16 and older have received at least their first dose. 
Across Oregon, close to 1.3 million residents are fully vaccinated. Officials say 
they are among the 1.8-million residents who have received at least their first 
vaccination doses. ; Lane County Public Health yesterday was notified of 43 new 
cases of COVID-19. It comes as local hospitalizations climbed a bit: Twenty-one 
residents are hospitalized, with seven in intensive care. Three of those ICU 
patients are on ventilators. Experts say 295 Lane County are infectious, down a 
bit from yesterday. Hundreds more remain under monitoring because they were 
exposed to someone who later tested positive for the virus. More than 12,600 
local residents have been infected with the virus during the past 14 months. 
Officials say 145 have died. But another death might soon be added to the total: 
State health officials said yesterday the death of a 41-year-old Lane County 
resident who died on New Year’s Day has been attributed to COVID-19 
complications. ; Oregon health officials yesterday reported 808 new COVID-19 
cases and one new death. The state’s pandemic death toll stands at 2,509. More 
than 188,000 Oregonians have been infected by the virus. The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 330 patients hospitalized across the state with 
COVID-19. That is 15 fewer than the day before but includes 83 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care unit beds, an increase of four. The total number of 
patients in hospital beds fluctuates daily. But a weekly snapshot of this week’s 
hospitalizations shows a 12 percent increase from last week. Last week, Oregon 



recorded the fastest-growing COVID-19 infection rate in the nation. The infection 
rate has eased a bit in recent days. Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more 
than 32.5 million Americans and killed more than 579,000. / HEALTH, 
EDUCATION: Officials at the University of Oregon say they are “carefully 
considering” their options on whether to require that students, faculty and staff be 
vaccinated against COVID-19 before returning to campus for Fall Term. Earlier 
this week, Oregon State University’s leaders announced that all faculty, staff and 
students must have their COVID-19 vaccinations before they are allowed back 
on-campus this fall. The University of Portland, Willamette University, and Lewis 
and Clark College announced similar vaccine requirements. U-of-O officials say 
they are speaking with representatives of employee and student groups as well 
as public health partners and expect to make an announcement soon. According 
to the Chronicle of Higher Education, 221 colleges across the U.S. so far are 
requiring COVID-19 vaccines for students. The U-of-O and OSU already 
require students to show proof of immunization for measles, mumps and 
rubella, tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis, chicken pox, and meningococcal disease. 
OSU also requires students provide proof of vaccination against Hepatitis B. / 
BUSINESS, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: A group of businesses has filed a lawsuit 
against Oregon Governor Kate Brown over her recent extension of Oregon’s state 
of emergency because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report that in the suit the group objects to "unfair restrictions" they 
said Brown has placed upon businesses and public-school children. They asked 
the court to issue an injunction halting restriction enforcement. The lawsuit claims 
Brown's executive order failed to differentiate between vaccinated and 
unvaccinated people, "subjecting all to the same regulations and deprivations of 
liberty." Brown last week extended her “state of emergency” order by 60 days, 
giving her the authority to issue restrictions on business operations. But she also 
said on Tuesday that 15 Oregon counties currently in the Extreme Risk tier 
moved to High Risk on Friday. That includes Lane and Linn counties. The move 
from Extreme Risk will lift a ban on indoor dining in those counties. It wasn't 
immediately clear how Brown’s announcement would affect the lawsuit. / CRIME: 
Eugene Police made two more arrests yesterday morning in connection with last 
year’s riots and looting of several downtown businesses. The suspects are 18-
year-old Malyiah Kay Linn Laferty and 24-year-old Bradley Evan Black. Both are 
from Eugene. They were arrested by Springfield Police, who has responded to a 
report of a dispute near Mohawk and Centennial Boulevards. Laferty and Black 
face charges that include Riot, Unlawful Manufacture of a Destructive Device, 
Burglary, Attempted Theft in the case of Laferty and Theft in the case of Black, 
Disorderly Conduct, and Interfering With Police. Police so far have arrested 33 
people in connection with the criminal event that took place in late May of last 
year near the base of the Washington Street Bridge. Investigators continue to 
analyze video and photos from the scene, match images of suspects to confirm 
identities, and locate those people. Additional arrests are expected. Police 
continue to ask for your help in identifying suspects. ; Eugene Police yesterday 
cited a 32-year-old man in connection with a Sunday night incident at a local 
cannabis dispensary. Witnesses say Marshall Dean Blansett of Eugene refused 
to wear a face covering inside the La Mota Dispensary in the 1200 block of West 
Seventh Avenue business despite being repeatedly asked to do so by staff. He 
also refused to leave the retail shop when told to do so. Investigators say Blansett 



stayed inside the business for about a half an hour before he started to walk into 
the lobby area from the main business space. The manager told police he tried to 
shove Blansett completely into the lobby area so he could pull the interior door 
shut and lock Blansett out of the main business area. However, the manager said 
Blansett turned and shoved him, came back into the main retail area, shoved the 
manager to the floor, and punched him. Another staff member was also shoved. 
Witnesses said Blansett then left. During the course of the investigation, police 
say Blansett agreed to meet with an officer and was issued a criminal citation for 
Assault, Harassment, and Second-Degree Criminal Trespassing. / SAFETY, 
BUSINESS: Investigators are working to determine the cause of today’s early-
morning fire at the Big Lots store in the 5700 block of Springfield’s Main Street. 
Eugene-Springfield Fire officials say when crews arrived shortly after midnight, 
they found a blaze in the exterior loading dock area and smoke inside the 
building. A sprinkler system helped slow the spread of the fire, allowing crews to 
extinguish it with little other damage to the business. Officials say there were 
reports of two or three people in the area at the time of the fire. ; A quick response 
and good coordination with workers on-site prevented any major damage to a 
Springfield plywood mill yesterday evening. Crews responded just before 6:00 
p.m. to an industrial fire at Swanson Plywood. The blaze was in the fuel hopper of 
the plant's boiler system, but it was quickly extinguished. Fire investigators say 
such blazes are typically caused by friction in the system that can generate 
embers in organic material.  / SAFETY, CRIME, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: The 
Oregon Senate passed a bill on Wednesday that would mandate safe storage of 
guns and ban them from the state Capitol. Republican lawmakers strenuously 
objected, saying they and others will be deprived of the ability to defend 
themselves. The bill is named after two people who were slain in a shooting at a 
Portland-area shopping mall in 2012, passed the House last week and goes to 
Gov. Kate Brown for signing. It aims to prevent accidental shootings by children, 
suicides and mass shootings. It requires that firearms be secured with a trigger or 
cable lock, in a locked container or gun room. Opponents said a delay in 
accessing a firearm for self-defense could cost lives. Opponents argued that a 
delay in accessing a firearm for self-defense could cost lives. The bill also bans 
guns from the Oregon State Capitol. Currently, concealed handgun licensees can 
bring firearms into the Capitol. But sentiment supporting that rule changed among 
some lawmakers after December 21, after armed protesters angry that the Capitol 
was closed to the public due to the pandemic tried to storm the building. Lane 
County Democratic Senator Floyd Prozanski, a gun owner who was one of the 
bill's sponsors, said that while citizens have the right to defend themselves, it can 
be regulated in certain ways. Prozanski says such limits are not out-of-line nor 
out-of-proportion to what other states have done around this country in 
interpreting the Second Amendment within their states. Republican Senator Lynn 
Findley argued that he needs a gun to defend himself when he is outside the 
state Capitol building, especially if he is walking at night. The bill now heads to 
Governor Brown for her consideration. A lack of a safe storage law in Oregon 
contributed to more than 22,000 firearms being lost or stolen in Oregon over the 
past 10 years, the bill's sponsors said. The safe storage component of the Oregon 
bill would have been among the toughest in the U.S. because it would have 
imposed strict liability on people who violate the statute and whose guns are used 
to injure or kill another person. After being amended, the bill now imposes a 



negligence standard. / CRIME, TERRORISM: A federal judge on Tuesday 
declined to release college senior Matthew Klein, one of two Oregon brothers 
accused in the Jan. 6 breach of the U.S. Capitol, after finding his parents 
unsuitable to supervise him pending trial. The Oregonian/OregonLive reports that 
Matthew Klein’s lawyer had asked that his 24-year-old client be allowed to stay 
with parents he described as deeply religious Christian missionaries and 
responsible people. But prosecutors submitted examples of text messages that 
showed Klein’s mother and father warning Matthew’s younger brother, 
Jonathanpeter Klein, that—quote—“braggers get caught.” 24-year-old Matthew 
Klein and 21-year-old Jonathanpeter Klein both have pleaded not guilty on 
multiple charges in connection with the breach at the U.S. Capitol. Prosecutors 
say Matthew Klein helped others scale a wall on the west side of the Capitol to 
allow them to get inside. They say after he and his brother entered the Capitol 
and then left the building about 10 minutes later, the two wrenched open another 
door on the north side of the Capitol. They say Matthew Klein then put on his 
goggles, held out his Gadsden flag—which depicts a rattlesnake and the phrase, 
“Don’t Tread on Me,” and confronted law enforcement officers before he was 
doused with pepper spray. / SAFETY, YOUTH, FAMILY, HEALTH: Peloton 
yesterday agreed to recall two models of its popular Tread and Tread+ home 
treadmills after 72 reported accidents involving young children and pets being 
pulled under the rear of the fitness machines. One child died and 29 others 
suffered broken bones, cuts, and other injuries. The recall comes after the safety 
commission warned last month that people with children or pets to immediately 
stop using Peloton treadmills. If you have one of the recalled treadmills, stop 
using it immediately and contact Peloton for a full refund. Peloton is best known 
for its stationary bikes, but it introduced the treadmill about three years ago and 
now calls it the Tread+. It costs more than $4,200. Those who own the treadmill 
can get a full refund from Peloton by Nov. 6, 2022.  / TRANSPORTATION, 
POLITICS: We have a lot of listeners who are truckers, and many have seen a lot 
of new technology in their careers, from the rise of GPS to growing numbers of 
onboard computer elements. Yesterday, Oregon Congressman Peter DeFazio 
was in Coburg and got a closer look at what might be the next wave of vehicles: 
electric trucks. DeFazio, who leads the House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure, visited Volvo Trucks North America’s location in Coburg to test-
drive an electric Volvo Class 8 truck. The Fourth District Congressman is 
expected to be a principal author and negotiator on President Biden’s massive 
infrastructure plan, which includes funding not just for roads and bridges, but 
seeks to help build out charging capacity to accommodate the shift to electric 
vehicles, including passenger vehicles, freight trucks, and buses. DeFazio says 
clean energy technologies have the ability to drastically cut greenhouse gas 
emissions in the transportation sector, which he says currently is the number one 
source of carbon pollution. DeFazio was able to test-drive a Volvo VNR Electric 
truck. It is designed for both local and regional distribution, including food and 
beverage and pick-up and delivery routes. Volvo officials say the truck’s batteries 
can recover up to 80 percent of their charge within 70 minutes and have an 
operating range of up to 150 miles based on the truck’s configuration. /  

 
  



PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
05/07/21 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: Lane, Linn, and 13 other Oregon 
counties moved down to the High-Risk category of COVID-19 restrictions today. 
The relaxing of the state’s pandemic limits come after statewide COVID-19 
hospitalization numbers fell a bit, even though infection rates remain high. The 
change is good news for restaurants and bars, which may welcome back indoor 
diners at 25 percent of their capacity or 50 people, whichever number is smaller. 
It provides an opportunity for indoor dining on Sunday, when many families head 
to restaurants for traditional Mother’s Day brunches. Outdoor dining capacity 
increases to 120 people. Restaurant and bar closing times remain at 11 p.m. In 
one key change this week, indoor recreation, fitness, and entertainment 
establishments also may welcome more patrons through the doors. But state 
officials have reduced those indoor capacity limits to 10 percent or 50 people, 
whichever number is smaller. Indoor full-contact sports are being allowed with 
COVID-19 precautions in place. Outdoor recreation and fitness establishments, 
and outdoor entertainment establishments may host 15 percent occupancy at 
their events and venues. Retail stores, and indoor and outdoor shopping malls 
remain at 50 percent capacity limits. Personal services continue to be allowed. 
Faith-based institutions, funeral homes, mortuaries, and cemeteries will see 
indoor service and event sizes grow to 25 percent of occupancy or 150 people, 
whichever is smaller, and an outdoor capacity of 200 people. ; The Broadway 
“Streatery” is reopening for eating, drinking and safe social gathering today. One 
full block of West Broadway between Olive and Willamette Streets is closed to 
vehicle traffic with traffic barriers and signs. Streateries became popular last year 
as the pandemic limited indoor dining. They provide outdoor café seating and 
other offerings to support local businesses at a safe and physically distanced 
social gathering spot. As part of the effort, restaurants may expand their serving 
areas onto sidewalks and on-street parking spaces with a free, temporary 
“Streatery” permit, which allows café seating in the public right of way. Eugene’s 
restaurant owners have been enthusiastic about the new, temporary program, 
with dozens of restaurants and brewpubs in downtown and elsewhere receiving 
permits for outdoor seating. The Broadway Streatery will be open at least until the 
end of September. / HEALTH: Quick reminder: Another drop-in COVID-19 
vaccination clinic takes place this afternoon in Eugene. Lane County Public 
Health is holding the event from noon until 6:00 p.m. in the Autzen Stadium 
parking lot. Clinic officials will be administering doses of the Pfizer vaccine, which 



is available to anyone ages 16 and older. Just show up and you’ll be able to 
receive a vaccine and be on your way, ideally in about 30 minutes. And while 
walk-ins are welcome, you may also go online and schedule an appointment if 
you wish to further reduce your wait time. County public health officials are 
offering drop-in spots at different locations and times to better accommodate 
people’s work, childcare, and school schedules. The drop-in clinic dates and 
times include: Saturday, May 8 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Autzen Stadium (Pfizer 
– 16+), Lane Events Center (Moderna – 18+). Sunday, May 9 from 1:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Lane Events Center (Moderna – 18+). / SPORTS, HEALTH: Elite track-
and-field competition returns to Hayward Field this afternoon and evening for the 
Oregon Twilight Meet. And because Lane County today drops from Extreme-Risk 
to High-Risk restrictions, some season ticketholders will be allowed to attend. The 
core of the competition begins at 6:00 p.m. The Twilight Meet will feature some 
Olympians and other top competitors. But the Oregon Track Club Elite has been 
forced to withdraw its athletes amid team contact-tracing concerns. Some 
University of Oregon athletes also will compete, ahead of next week’s conference 
championships. ; It is Athletics Weekend in Corvallis, as Oregon State University 
hosts host eight games over the weekend and fans are being allowed to attend 
each event at 15 percent capacity to meet the state’s High-Risk COVID-19 
guidelines. The activities, which run today through Sunday, include the OSU 
Football Scrimmage, plus Oregon State Softball and Baseball games. The 
Softball and Baseball games are already full, since there are fewer available 
seats at those venues and most were already allocated for player and coach 
families, some season ticket holders, and some students. But there are 
thousands of seats available at the OSU Football Scrimmage. The 90-minute 
scrimmage begins at 10:30 a.m. Saturday at Reser Stadium in Corvallis. 
Admission is free. The scrimmage will not be a ticketed event. Instead, it will be 
first-come, first-served for those fans arriving at the gates on the east side of 
Reser Stadium. Those gates open tomorrow at 9:30 a.m. Fans will be allowed to 
sit in specially designated areas with masks and physical distancing required. The 
parking lots at Reser Stadium will open at 8:30 a.m. Parking is free, but tailgating 
is not permitted. The Oregon State Scrimmage also will be televised live on Pac-
12 Network from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Those attending the scrimmage also may 
stop by a free drop-in COVID-19 vaccine event just outside the east gates of 
Reser in Parker Plaza. The clinic is offering vaccinations between 9 a.m. and 1 
p.m. Saturday and has allotments of both the Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines. / HEALTH: Close to 43 percent of all Lane County adults have been 
fully vaccinated and 59 percent of those ages 16 and older have received at least 
their first dose. Across Oregon, more than 1.3 million residents are fully 
vaccinated. Officials say they are among the 1.9-million residents who have 
received at least their first vaccination doses. ; Lane County Public Health 
yesterday was notified of close to 70 (69) new cases of COVID-19. Eighteen 
people are hospitalized and five of those patients are on ventilators. Experts say 
276 Lane County residents are infectious, down a bit from yesterday. Hundreds 
more remain under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later 
tested positive for the virus. More than 12,600 local residents have been infected 
with the virus during the past 14 months. Officials say 145 have died. ; Oregon 
health officials yesterday reported 763 new COVID-19 cases and five new deaths. 
The state’s pandemic death toll stands at 2,514. More than 189,000 Oregonians 



have been infected by the virus. Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more 
than 32.6 million Americans and killed more than 580,000. ; They are known as 
“breakthrough cases.” They happen when someone has been vaccinated to 
protect them against COVID-19, but they still develop an infection. Sometimes it 
happens during the weeks before their bodies reach full immunity. Sometimes it 
happens after that point. Younger, healthier adults with breakthrough cases tend 
to have mild to moderate symptoms. About half had no symptoms. But some 
older adults, including those with underlying health issues, are more vulnerable. 
They can have a severe case and, in rare instances, die from COVID 
complications. State health officials yesterday say they’ve documented 611 
breakthrough cases among the more than 1.3 million fully vaccinated adults. Eight 
of those people died, all of whom were age 70 or older. A number of those were 
in long-term care. Those cases represent less than one-twentieth of one percent 
of all fully vaccinated Oregonians—a tiny number but tragic for those who have 
lost their loved ones. State health officials suspect many of the cases involved 
patients who were infected before they reached full immunity. And they say it is 
another reminder that while vaccines provide strong protection against the 
coronavirus, it remains important to wear masks and distance from those outside 
your household. ; Oregon health officials say at least 74 people linked to a church 
in Salem have contracted COVID-19. The Statesman Journal reports the church's 
recent Facebook photos of gatherings show neither masks nor physical 
distancing. Marion County has been in the "High Risk" category for much of the 
past several months and was at Extreme Risk last week. In both categories, those 
taking part in religious services are encouraged to wear masks and physically 
distance. According to the church's Facebook page, Lead Pastor Scott Erickson 
and his wife, Bonnie, both were hospitalized with COVID-19 last month. People's 
Church is a non-denominational Assemblies of God church. Last year, People's 
Church joined nine other Oregon churches in a legal effort to overturn Governor 
Kate Brown's COVID-19 restrictions. The complaint, filed by California-based 
Pacific Justice Institute, argued that restrictions on churches violate constitutional 
protections for religious freedom. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, AGRICULTURE: 
Sunday morning on Community Forum, we’re having a wide-ranging discussion 
about controlled burns, timber harvests, tree planting, the recovery of the land, 
and how some of those factors affect rebuilding after September’s devastating 
wildfires. We’ll hear from two forestry experts with the Oregon State University 
Extension Service here in Lane County. We learn how the McKenzie Valley might 
evolve over the next generation and discuss prescribed burns that can reduce 
future fire risk and help restore some of the McKenzie Valley’s habitats. Because 
May is National Wildfire Awareness Month, we also get tips on what’s known as 
“defensible space”—the process of creating a buffer between you, your home, 
and any future wildfires: We’ll also hear about efforts to assist the valley’s smaller 
woodland owners, many of whom lost not only their homes but a key source of 
income in those managed stands of timber. We’ll learn how some are moving 
forward and why not everyone is replanting Douglas fir but instead looking to 
some other species. / GOVERNMENT, ECONOMY: The deadline to file state and 
federal personal income tax returns is ten days away—on Monday, May 17. Lots 
of folks planning to wrap up their tax returns this weekend. At least 1.5 million 
Oregonians have already filed their state personal income tax returns with the 
Department of Revenue. Another 700,000 returns are expected in Salem between 



now and May 17. If you owe taxes, you’ll need to make your payment by May 17, 
even if you file for an extension and don’t’ finalize your return until October 15. If 
you miss the payment deadline, you’ll start accumulating interest the day after 
your return is due. The pandemic has cramped a lot of budgets so if you can’t pay 
your taxes, contact the Oregon Department of Revenue as soon as possible. 
Based on your financial situation, you may be eligible for a payment plan. If you’re 
owed a refund, the fastest way to receive it is to file electronically. You may 
arrange to get that payment via direct deposit. Oregon taxpayers also may file 
electronically using no-cost forms. Don’t forget to file (if you qualify) for the federal 
Earned Income Tax Credit. Eligibility information is available at www.irs.gov/eitc 
Taxpayers who are eligible for the EITC can also claim Oregon’s Earned Income 
Credit (EIC). Unemployment benefits are generally treated as income for tax 
purposes. But the latest federal stimulus package allows individuals with a 
modified Adjusted Gross Income of less than $150,000 to exclude up to $10,200 
in unemployment benefits at the federal level, which Oregon follows. If you’d 
already filed before the law was enacted, Oregon is adjusting those returns for the 
exclusion. If you are one of those taxpayers and have not received a refund or a 
notice of adjustment by the end of May, please contact the department. / CRIME: 
A former Eugene resident pleaded guilty yesterday for his role in a scheme to 
purchase hundreds of endangered and vulnerable turtles in the U.S. and smuggle 
them via U.S. mail and commercial airline flights to China. Prosecutors say 30-
year-old Yuan Xie faces a maximum sentence of ten years in prison, a $250,000 
fine, and three years of supervised release. He will be sentenced on August 12 in 
Eugene Federal Court. Investigators with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife service say Xie, 
a Chinese national who now resides in Los Angeles, worked with a man in 
Shanghai to purchase close to 770 (769) live turtles from reptile dealers in nine 
other U.S. states. All of the turtles, ranging from Florida box turtles to North 
American wood turtles, are protected by International treaty. But investigators say 
the turtles—valued at $150,000—were smuggled to China for sale in the pet trade 
there at more than double that amount. Xie was arrested in November 2018. /  
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TRANSPORTATION: A busy stretch of Eugene’s South Bank Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Path along the Willamette River closes today for major improvements. 
The closure affects the stretch between the path’s Hilyard Street entrance all the 
way to the Frohnmayer footbridge—also known as the Autzen footbridge. The 
3,000-foot section is being realigned and repaved, shifting it away from an 
eroding portion of riverbank, and creating a new, 12-foot-wide concrete path with 
energy-efficient lighting. Portions of the existing path will be converted to a gravel 
walking and running trail. The project should be completed this fall. The work is 
part of a larger overhaul of the old Eugene Water and Electric Board property. 
The new path will be part of the Downtown Riverfront Park, which opens this 
summer. / SPORTS: The Eugene Emeralds are back in-state today with a 
doubleheader at Hillsboro. Yesterday, the Ems erupted with 15 runs to defeat 
Spokane, 15-1. The Ems are 5-1 overall and open their home season on 
Thursday when they host Hillsboro for a four-game stand. / TRANSPORTATION, 
SAFETY: A big overnight disruption in rail traffic through Lane County. Eugene-
Springfield Fire crews spent hours working to extinguish a large fire involving the 
Union Pacific Railroad trestle at South 2nd Street in Springfield. The fire was 
threatening nearby Hexion Chemical, but crews were able to stop the spread of 
fire toward the industrial plant. Rail traffic is stopped. The blaze was reported 
shortly after 1:00 a.m. The cause of the fire is under investigation. An assessment 
is underway of the damage to the trestle and what repairs are needed. / CRIME: 
Police on Friday afternoon arrested a man they say is the suspect in a double-
murder that occurred earlier in the day in a mobile-home park off Eugene’s Green 
Acres Road. 26-year-old Nicholas Kenneth Borden-Cortez was taken into custody 
following a vehicle pursuit that ended at Main Street and the Bob Straub Parkway 
in Springfield. Investigators say during the pursuit, Borden-Cortez called 911 and 
advised he had a gun. Once stopped by police, he exited the vehicle with a knife 
and challenged police to shoot him but instead was safely taken into custody. 
Borden-Cortex was jailed for two counts of First-Degree Murder and Eluding by 
Vehicle. It comes after Eugene Police responded late Friday morning to a call at a 
residence in the Falconwood Mobile Home Park off Green Acres Road. The 
victims named will be released once family members are notified. ; Police are 
seeking leads in a reporting carjacking and assault on Saturday night in West 
Eugene. It happened around 9:30 p.m., when a man told officers he had pulled 
over his rental car on Arrowsmith Street off West 11th Avenue when he was 



confronted by two men. He said one pointed a gun at him and ordered him out of 
the vehicle. The victim told police one of the men began punching him while the 
other struck him multiple times with the handgun, and that they ordered the victim 
to pull his pants down before the men fled in the stolen rental car. The vehicle, a 
2020 white Ford Fusion with a California license plate, was located unoccupied 
less than one mile away at the dead-end of South Terry Street near Owen 
Loop. Witnesses told investigators a man and woman parked and left the vehicle 
about one hour before officers arrived. Eugene Police say if you know anything 
about the case, they’d like to hear from you. Call the non-emergency line at (541) 
682-1111. ; Just after midnight on Saturday morning, Eugene Police responded to 
the area of West 7th Avenue and Commercial Street for a reported stabbing. The 
19-year-old male victim had a single, non-life-threatening wound to his torso and 
met officers and medics in a nearby parking lot. Investigators said multiple 
witnesses told them that the suspect, 39-year-old Kevin Torres-Berning, had 
allegedly said he was going to stab a person and returning to their location about 
30 minutes later that he had. Officers found Torres-Berning, arrested him, and 
charged him with Assault in the 2nd degree, Unlawful Use of a Weapon. He also 
was wanted on an unrelated warrant. ; A former Thurston High School teacher 
and girls’ basketball coach coach was sentenced on Thursday to more than 
seven years in prison followed by three-and-a-half years of post-prison 
supervision for sexually abusing a student she coached. 31-year-old Lisa DeFluri 
pleaded guilty last month to 11 counts of second-degree sexual abuse. None of 
the incidents was considered consensual because the girl was younger than age 
18. DeFluri will be required to register as a sex offender for the remainder of her 
life. The Lane County District Attorney’s Office noted in a news release that the 
case was the result of an excellent investigation by members of the Springfield 
Police Department who worked with the Springfield Public School District. The D-
A’s news release notes that the case is unfortunately not an unusual one in our 
community. Investigators say parents should always be aware that individuals 
who hurt children are often the same adults that parents trust. Sexual offenders 
against kids routinely engage in grooming behavior over months and years, not 
just of the child, but also the family of that child, to gain increased access to the 
child alone. Parents of young children should start as early as possible discussing 
with children where it is okay to touch their body and help young children practice 
consent. Parents of older children and teens need to become experts in 
technology themselves and monitor the online and cell phone activity of their 
children regularly. Learn to recognize the early signs of an adult being 
inappropriate with a child and trust that your intuition is often right when it comes 
to these matters.  / SAFETY: More than 220,000 Kidde smoke detectors are 
being recalled because they might fail to alert you to a fire. The recall is limited to 
certain models of Kidde TruSense Smoke Alarms and Kidde TruSense 
Smoke/Carbon Monoxide Alarms. Only alarms with the TruSense logo or 
“AMBER=FAULT” printed on the front of the alarm are included in this recall. The 
model number is printed on the back of the alarm. See the full Consumer Product 
Safety Commission recall notice, including details on how to determine whether 
your detectors are affected, at https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2021/Kidde-Recalls-
TruSense-Smoke-and-Combination-Smoke-Carbon-Monoxide-Alarms-Due-to-
Risk-of-Failure-to-Alert-Consumers-to-a-Fire / LOW-INCOME, HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT: Another round of rent assistance is being distributed to Lane 



County residents affected by the pandemic. The application window opens 
tomorrow morning at 7:00 a.m. and remains open until 1 p.m. the same day—so 
you’ll only have six hours to submit your application for consideration. The 
application is an online form that will be available at www.lanecounty.org/rent To 
be eligible for rent assistance, your residence must be located in Lane County; 
you must have an active rental agreement or lease in your name; and you must 
be able to document a loss of income due to COVID-19 or that you are at an 
elevated risk of COVID-19 infection and a loss of housing would jeopardize your 
health. Your household must not exceed income above 80 percent of the Area 
Median Income Level. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: The Douglas County Sheriff's 
Office yesterday continued searching for a missing Roseburg man in eastern 
Douglas County’s Twin Lakes area. 69-year-old Harry Burleigh was reported 
missing Friday night after he failed to return home from a camping trip in the 
Toketee area near the North Umpqua River. Burleigh was originally due to return 
home on Thursday. Saturday morning, crews located Burleigh's vehicle was 
located at the lower trailhead to Forest Service Trail 1500, which leads into Twin 
Lakes. It is believed that Burleigh, a fisherman, attempted to walk into the lakes to 
fish before heading home. Search efforts continued Sunday. Burleigh is described 
as a white, six-foot-two, about 175 pounds, with dark-brown graying hair and blue 
eyes. He might have been carrying a day pack and collapsible fishing pole. Have 
information? Contact the Douglas County Sheriff's Office at (541) 440-4471. / 
HEALTH: A 65-year-old Lane County man died Friday at McKenzie-Willamette 
Medical Center from complications of COVID-19. State health officials were 
notified of his death over the weekend. It brings to 146 the number of local 
residents who have died during the pandemic. In some alarming totals, Lane 
County Public Health reported on Sunday that 24 local residents are hospitalized. 
Those are the highest numbers we’ve seen in three months. Nine of those 
patients are in intensive-care beds, five are on ventilators. County health officials 
were notified of 47 new COVID-19 infections on Saturday and 55 on Sunday. 
That’s 102 combined new cases over the weekend—354 during the past seven 
days. Another 300 people remain contagious with hundreds more under 
monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for 
COVID-19. More than 12,800 (12,864) local residents have been infected with the 
virus during the past 14 months. Statewide, the Oregon Health Authority reported 
833 new COVID-19 cases on Saturday and 610 on Sunday. There were nine 
deaths reported over the weekend. The state’s pandemic death toll stands at 
2,530. More than 191,000 Oregonians have been infected by the virus. 
Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more than 32.7 million Americans and 
killed more than 581,000. Vaccination rates have slowed across Oregon and the 
U.S. But it’s worth noting that more than 43 percent of Lane County adults have 
been fully vaccinated and 59 percent of those ages 16 and older have received at 
least their first dose. Across Oregon, more than 1.4-million residents are fully 
vaccinated. Officials say they are among the 1.9-million residents who have 
received at least their first vaccination doses. / WILDLIFE: The U.S. Forest 
Service will reduce the wild horse population east of Prineville to a level that 
horse advocates say could lead to the herd’s elimination. Oregon Public 
Broadcasting reports the most recent count of wild horses on the Big Summit Wild 
Horse Territory of the Ochoco National Forest puts the population around 130, but 
the Forest Service estimates it at 150. The management plan approved Friday will 



cut the herd down to 47-57 horses total over the next five years. Officials say 
“excess” horses will be captured and relocated to corrals where they will be put 
up for adoption. ; There is some cause for cautious optimism for the southern 
resident killer whales that frequent Puget Sound. Oregon State University 
professor John Durban told The Seattle Times that in general over the last 
several years J pod is in better condition than in much of the last decade. Durban 
is also a research associate with an orca health monitoring project led by Holly 
Fearnbach of SR3, a science and research and marine mammal rescue nonprofit. 
Using a drone flown high above the whales, they take photographs to document 
the orcas' body condition. And lately, what they are seeing in J pod generally is 
improvement. Durban says there's hope in the images, but it's fragile. / 
ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION: Prineville Reservoir State Park has been 
certified as an International Dark Sky Park and is the first Oregon park to make 
the list of the places around the world with the least nighttime light pollution. The 
certification recognizes the exceptional quality of the park’s night skies as well as 
the park’s efforts to install responsible lighting and educate the public about light 
pollution. Prineville Reservoir joins only 174 locations worldwide to have followed 
the rigorous application program. The park's location in central Oregon, which is 
booming in population, makes it more critical as a place to enjoy stargazing 
without light pollution. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: The Food and Drug 
Administration recently approved a medical monitoring device that could aid 
patients with COVID-19 and other respiratory ailments. It was developed by a 
team that includes an Oregon State University researcher. It is known as a 
“ventilatory assistance helmets.” Such devices provide an alternate way to treat 
COVID-19 patients with moderate respiratory problems, helping to address their 
condition before it becomes severe. That, in turn, can reducing the need to be 
placed on a traditional ventilator, which requires placing a breathing tube down 
the patient’s airway. The bubble-like helmets surround the patient’s head and are 
sealed with at the neck and include tubes that provide oxygen-rich air for 
breathing. The key in such designs is to maintain enough airflow and pressure 
levels in the helmets. Enter the team of researchers, including John Selker, an 
OSU professor, who say their model includes a device that measures pressure 
and airflow, while providing visual and audible alarms if pressure or flow go 
outside the bounds set by a medical provider. The bubble-like helmets surround 
the patient’s head and are sealed with an airtight collar that wraps around the 
neck. An attached tube supplies fresh gas that is enriched in oxygen. The outlet is 
fitted with a viral filter to protect health care workers from exposure to viral 
particles. The helmets also are a lot less expensive—$200 versus $30,000 for a 
standard ventilator—and are non-invasive. The research group now is talking to 
helmet manufactures in the U.S., Italy, and Brazil about offering the device to their 
health-care customers. /  
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EDUCATION, HEALTH: The University of Oregon will require students, faculty, 
and staff to be vaccinated against COVID-19 in order to be on campus or in 
campus housing for Fall Term. In a letter to the campus community, U-of-O 
President Michael Schill wrote yesterday that the requirement is needed to protect 
the health and safety of the university community and the communities they 
serve. Schill writes that requiring vaccinations is critical for public health and for 
clearing the way to the resumption of mostly in-person learning. He says it will 
help the University of Oregon community achieve its highest level of protection, 
reduce infections, and limit many of the disruptions of COVID-19. There will be 
exemptions allowed for medical, religious or philosophical reasons. The U-of-O 
already requires students to show proof of immunization for measles, mumps and 
rubella, tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis, chicken pox, and meningococcal disease. 
Also yesterday, officials at Western Oregon University announced that they will 
require vaccinations for students and employees who either study or work in 
person at their Monmouth or Salem campuses during Fall Term. Officials said 
they are offering students an incentive: A $25 credit toward textbooks, supplies, 
or other gear at Western Oregon University’s bookstore. Earlier last week, 
Oregon State University’s leaders announced that all faculty, staff and students 
must have their COVID-19 vaccinations before they are allowed back on-campus 
this fall. The University of Portland, Willamette University, and Lewis and Clark 
College had announced similar vaccine requirements. According to The Chronicle 
of Higher Education, at least 322 campuses are requiring proof of vaccination for 
COVID-19 for students returning to in-person learning Fall Term. / EDUCATION, 
SAFETY, CRIME, HEALTH: Another weekend, another massive party near the 
University of Oregon campus. Eugene Police say they responded to reports of a 
loud gathering about 10:30 p.m. Saturday at East 15th Avenue and Mill Street. 
When they arrived, they said there were approximately 500 people gathered 
outside in a backyard and in the street. An officer contacted one of the residents, 
20-year-old Lucas Michael Ferrendelli, explaining police were there because of 
the noise. The officer said Ferrendelli advised he would attempt to shut down the 
party. But after approximately 10 minutes, the party was still going, and more 
people were arriving. The officer called for additional units and made 
announcements over his PA speaker that people at the party needed to disperse. 
As the party emptied, an estimated 500-600 people departed and headed onto 
nearby streets and sidewalks. Police said the crowd was generally hostile toward 



law enforcement and were continually shouting profanity at officers. In all, eight 
officers responded to help disperse the crowd. The first arriving officer then again 
contacted Ferrendelli, but said Ferrendelli ran away and into the crowd, 
reappearing a few minutes with another resident, 21-year-old Robert Preston 
Morehouse. Police said Morehouse was generally cooperative and apologetic 
during the investigation. But investigators said Ferrendelli was continually hostile 
and aggressive towards officers, shouting profanities and threatening to fight 
officers. In the end, Ferrendelli was briefly handcuffed and later released. He and 
Morehouse were issued citations for Prohibited Noise. / HEALTH: U.S. regulators 
on Monday expanded the use of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine to children between 
the ages of 12 and 15, offering a way to protect the nation’s adolescents before 
they head back to school in the fall and paving the way for them to return to more 
normal activities. Most COVID-19 vaccines worldwide have been authorized for 
adults. Pfizer’s vaccine is being used in the U.S. and multiple countries for teens 
as young as 16, and Canada recently became the first to expand use to 12 and 
up. Parents, school administrators and public health officials have eagerly 
awaited approval of the vaccine for more young people. The Food and Drug 
Administration declared that the Pfizer vaccine is safe and offers strong protection 
for younger teens based on testing of more than 2,000 U.S. volunteers between 
the ages of 12 to 15. The agency noted there were no cases of COVID-19 among 
fully vaccinated adolescents compared with 16 among kids given the placebo or 
“dummy” shots. Researchers also found the youth developed higher levels of 
virus-fighting antibodies than earlier studies measured in young adults. The 
younger teens received the same vaccine dosage as adults and had the same 
side effects, mostly sore arms and flu-like fever, chills or aches that signal a 
revved-up immune system, especially after the second dose. The latest news is 
welcome for U.S. families struggling to decide what activities are safe to resume 
while their younger family members remain unvaccinated. Pfizer is not the only 
company seeking to lower the age limit for its vaccine. Moderna recently said 
preliminary results from its study in 12- to 17-year-olds show strong protection 
and no serious side effects. Another U.S. company, Novavax, has a COVID-19 
vaccine in late-stage development and just began a study in 12- to 17-year-olds. 
Next up is testing whether the vaccine works for even younger children. Both 
Pfizer and Moderna have begun U.S. studies in children ages 6 months to 11 
years. Those studies explore whether babies, preschoolers and elementary-age 
kids will need different doses than teens and adults. Pfizer expects its first results 
in the fall. Children are far less likely than adults to fall seriously ill from COVID-
19. But they represent nearly 14 percent of the nation’s coronavirus cases. At 
least 296 children have died from COVID-19 in the U.S. alone, and more than 
15,000 have been hospitalized, according to a tally by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. That’s not counting the toll of family members becoming ill or dying -- 
or the disruption to school, sports and other activities so crucial to children’s 
overall well-being. Experts say it’s important that children be vaccinated if the 
country is to reach herd immunity. In the meantime, experts with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention say unvaccinated people — including children — 
should continue taking precautions such as wearing masks indoors and keeping 
their distance from other unvaccinated people outside of their households. ; 
Another COVID-19 related death here in Lane County. Officials with the Oregon 
Health Authority said yesterday that a 70-year-old man died Thursday at 



PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center after testing positive for the 
coronavirus on April 18. He had underlying conditions. It brings to 147 the number 
of local residents who have died during the pandemic. Our hospitalization 
numbers dropped a bit yesterday. But Lane County Public Health officials say 18 
local residents remain hospitalized. Seven are in intensive-care beds, with three 
of the patients on ventilators. County health officials were notified of 7 new 
COVID-19 infections on Monday coming off the weekend. Numbers are often 
lower than normal in Monday-morning reports. Another 258 people remain 
contagious with hundreds more under monitoring because they were exposed to 
someone who later tested positive for COVID-19. More than 12,800 (12,871) local 
residents have been infected with the virus during the past 14 months. Statewide, 
the Oregon Health Authority reported 388 new COVID-19 cases yesterday and 
three new deaths, including the one out of Lane County. The state’s pandemic 
death toll stands at 2,533. More than 191,000 Oregonians have been infected by 
the virus. Statewide, 326 Oregonians were hospitalized yesterday, with 78 
patients in intensive-care beds. That was up a bit from Sunday. Nationwide, the 
pandemic has sickened more than 32.7 million Americans and killed more than 
582,000. Vaccination rates have slowed across Oregon and the U.S. But it’s 
worth noting that more than 46 percent of Lane County adults have been fully 
vaccinated and 60 percent of those ages 16 and older have received at least their 
first dose. Across Oregon, more than 1.4-million residents are fully vaccinated. 
Officials say they are among the 1.9-million residents who have received at least 
their first vaccination doses. / LOW-INCOME, HEALTH, HOUSING: Another 
round of rent assistance is being distributed to Lane County residents affected by 
the pandemic. The application window opens today at 7:00 a.m. and remains 
open until 1 p.m.—so you’ll only have six hours to submit your application for 
consideration. There are certain criteria you must meet to qualify for assistance, 
including income limits and documenting how you would be affected economically 
or from a health standpoint if you did not receive the aid. See the requirements 
and fill out the online application at www.lanecounty.org/rent / EMPLOYMENT: It 
will amount to a roughly nine-percent increase in weekly benefits for those filing 
new claims for regular and one form of pandemic unemployment insurance with 
the Oregon Employment Department. The agency yesterday announced its 
annual benefits adjustment, which goes into effect for newly filed claims submitted 
later this summer—the week of July 4 or later. The increase will apply to new 
regular Unemployment Insurance benefits and what are known as PUA or 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance benefits. The increase will be a significant 
income boost for new claimants come July, who qualify for the minimum or 
maximum Weekly Benefit Amount. The nine percent increase is a reflection in the 
growth in Oregon’s average weekly wage during 2020. Beginning on July 4, the 
minimum weekly benefit amount for new regular Unemployment Insurance claims 
will increase by $14, from $157 to $171 per week. The minimum Weekly Benefit 
Amount for new PUA claims will not be affected because it is set by the U.S. 
Department of Labor. But the maximum Weekly Benefit Amount for new regular 
UI claims and new PUA claims will increase by $60, from $673 to $733 per week. 
Additionally, unemployed workers are receiving $300 per week in emergency 
benefits through Labor Day under the latest relief bill passed by Congress. 
Federal rules prohibit benefit increases for Pandemic Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation (PEUC) and Extended Benefits (EB). Individuals who file new 



regular UI or PUA claims prior to July 4, 2021 will not be affected and will 
continue receiving their same weekly benefit. / RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, GOVERNMENT, COMMUNITY: Eugene’s mayor says it was 
an attempt to intimidate and pressure elected officials. Eugene’s police chief says 
it is a potential felony-level crime. The homes of three Eugene City Council 
members were extensively defaced with graffiti. The sprayed works and phrases 
amounted to extensive damage to the exterior of their homes. Some of the graffiti 
contained anti-police phrases and calls to “de-fund” the police. Eugene Mayor 
Lucy Vinis says the damage is a misdirected effort to intimidate and pressure city 
council members. She says the council has already embarked on a challenging 
and courageous path to explore ways to improve the response to the public safety 
needs of this community, and to enhance the well-being of everyone who lives 
here. She says those who anonymously sprayed graffiti engaged in cowardly and 
counterproductive actions and that the rest of the Eugene community wishes to 
engage in a respectful and promising path forward, engaging in civil discourse on 
such most important issues. Eugene Police Chief Skinner said in his statement 
that the activity is an affront to our local government process and to our 
community. Attempting to intimidate elected officials by defacing their homes is 
criminal behavior. He added that the graffiti is the opposite of free speech and 
flies in the face of our local democratic processes. Eugene Police are asking 
anyone with information about the graffiti to contact them. Call 541-682-5111 and 
reference case 2107047. / CRIME: A Walton man was arrested over the weekend 
at Eugene’s Saturday Market after he allegedly refused to wear a mask and 
refused to leave. Witnesses said the suspect, identified as 49-year-old Jesse 
David Webb, appeared ready to fight patrons and reportedly yelled at an older 
vendor while flinching his upper body and posturing toward the vendor. The 
Saturday Market’s manager stood between Webb and the vendor until officers 
arrived. Two officers who contacted Webb said he appeared to be in a, quote, 
“drug-like state” and would not respond to them. The team from CAHOOTS was 
called in to assist. Police said that after trying to reason with Webb, the officers 
told him he had trespassed, took his arms, and attempted to escort him out of the 
market. Officers say Webb immediately began to actively fight them. Police say 
they used a Taser and pepper spray, but it appeared to have no effect. Ultimately, 
it took approximately eight officers to get control of Webb. At one point, they say 
Webb tried to take an officer’s gun, and he scratched an officer across the face 
and eye. Police say the situation was complicated by an aggressive crowd that 
formed while officers struggled to get Webb into custody. Webb was jailed for 
Assault on a Public Safety Officer, Attempted Theft in the First Degree-Firearm, 
Resisting Arrest, Criminal Trespass in the Second Degree, and Disorderly 
Conduct in the Second Degree. ; Eugene Police say the 26-year-old man arrested 
in connection with Friday’s double-murder at a mobile-home park is accused of 
killing his grandmother and step-grandfather. Investigators yesterday identified 
the victims as 85-year-old Nancy Loucks-Morris and 87-year-old Gerald Edward 
Morris. On Friday afternoon, officers arrested the suspect, 26-year-old Nicholas 
Kenneth Borden-Cortez, following a vehicle pursuit that ended in Springfield. The 
bodies of the victims were discovered after police were called to the residence 
Friday morning in the Falconwood Mobile Home Park off Green Acres Road. / 
SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: Despite damage to a wooden railroad trestle by 
the Willamette River in Springfield, trains are slowly making their way across a 



key bridge in the metro area. It comes after local fire crews early yesterday 
morning extinguished a large fire involving the Union Pacific Railroad trestle at 
South 2nd Street in Springfield. Fire investigators say it might have been sparked 
by a passing train or a warming fire. Crews will make repairs to the trestle as rail 
traffic allows. / SAFETY: Officials say quick-thinking neighbors helped save a 
Springfield home from a fast-moving fire. The blaze was reported Monday 
afternoon in the 1800 block of Springfield’s “F” Street. Officials with Eugene-
Springfield Fire say neighbors saw the fast-moving fire and grabbed a garden 
hose, using the stream of water to slow the spread of the flames in the minutes 
before crews arrived. The blaze burned an attached outbuilding and had 
extended to the exterior and eaves of the home. But given wind conditions and 
the fire’s spread, officials say it would have been much worse had neighbors not 
acted quickly. Fire crews finished dousing the blaze and any hot spots. The fire’s 
cause is being investigated. / YOUTH, LOW-INCOME, CHARITY: Help foster kids 
and teens enjoy the summer and remain active. The group “Every Child Lane 
County” is collecting donations of new sneakers as part of their "Kick Off Summer 
2021" campaign. Donate new sneakers May 1-31 at all local Starbucks in 
Eugene, Springfield, Junction City. Visit https://everychildoregon.org/kick-off-
summer to donate sneakers online. /  
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GOVERNMENT, HEALTH, BUSINESS: Get vaccinated, see Lane County move 
to Low Risk. That’s the upshot of yesterday’s announcement by Governor Kate 
Brown and state health officials, who are offering a pretty big incentive to 
encourage Oregonians to protect themselves from the coronavirus. Counties 
where 65 percent of adults ages 16 and older have received at least their first 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine are eligible to move to the state’s Low-Risk category 
on May 21. Counties also must submit a plan to close any vaccination gaps in 
underserved populations. If the statewide vaccination rate reaches 70 percent, 
Brown will lift the tiered system of business restrictions entirely. According to Lane 
County Public Health, more than 60 percent of our age 16-plus population has 
received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine. Officials hope unvaccinated 
local residents will take advantage of a series of free clinics during the next week 
to help push Lane County’s numbers over 65 percent and move us from the High-
Risk to the Low-risk category one week from Friday. Under the Lower-Risk 
category, restaurants, gyms and indoor and outdoor entertainment ay welcome 
up to 50 percent of their capacity. Indoor gatherings may increase to 10 people 
and outdoor gatherings to 12. Lane County is currently at High-Risk and will 
remain there for another week, which means a continuation of limited indoor 
dining—capped at 25 percent capacity—along with tight restrictions on the 
number of people allowed into indoor fitness, indoor recreation, and indoor 
entertainment venues. Linn, Benton, and Douglas Counties also are remaining at 
High Risk through at least May 20. Coos County is staying at Moderate Risk. 
Oregon has been grappling with a “fourth wave” of COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations. But state officials say the situation has improved a bit in the past 
week. But there also has been an easing of demand for vaccines, leading to 
fewer mass-vaccination sites as the effort shifts to smaller clinics, primary care 
and pharmacy appointments, schools, and other locations. While appointments 
are still encouraged, many locations now are offering drop-in vaccinations. ; Lane 
County Public Health officials say a 65 percent vaccination rate is reachable and 
they’ve scheduled another round of drop-in vaccination clinics to help make it 
happen. That includes a clinic this afternoon (Wed., May 12) from 3:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. at the Lane Events Center Parking lot off West 13th Avenue in Eugene. 
The clinic is offering the Pfizer vaccine to those age 16 and older. The on Friday, 
May 14, youth ages 12-15 become eligible to receive the Pfizer vaccine. Lane 
County Public Health is offering another drop-in clinic featuring doses of the Pfizer 



vaccine from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the Autzen Stadium parking. Drop-ins are 
welcome, but you also may go online to the Lane County Public Health 
vaccination page to make an appointment. For those seeking the single-dose 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, there will be a second drop-in clinic on Friday, May 
14, in the parking lot of the Lane Events Center. It runs from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. and will provide free doses of the J&J vaccine to those ages 18 and older. 
Additional Lane County Public Health clinics this week: Saturday, May 15 from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Autzen Stadium (Pfizer vaccine – age 12 and older). 
Sunday, May 16 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Autzen Stadium (Pfizer vaccine – 
age 12 and older). ; Local school districts are stepping up to offer vaccinations to 
their eligible students. Bethel School District is holding a trio of clinics Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday of next week featuring the Pfizer vaccine for Bethel 
students ages 12 and older. Next week’s clinics, which are managed by the 
Bethel Health Center, also will offer second doses to the close to 300 Bethel 
students ages 16 and older who received their initial vaccinations late last month. 
The Eugene School District is holding a previously scheduled clinic on Friday for 
students ages 16 and older. It’s appointment slots filled up quickly last week. Two 
additional student clinics are being offered by the 4J district: On Wednesday, May 
17, and the following Wednesday, May 24. Those clinics also are offering the 
Pfizer vaccine and will be available by-appointment for students ages 12 and 
older. ; Many local health care providers are offering vaccination appointments. 
And local pharmacies are continuing to receive vaccine allotments directly from 
the federal government. Those participating pharmacies include Albertson’s-
Safeway, Bi-Mart, Costco, CVS-affiliated pharmacies at Target, Fred Meyer, 
Health Mart, Rite Aid, Walgreen’s, and Walmart. / HEALTH: Lane County Public 
Health was notified of 50 new COVID-19 cases on Tuesday. Seventeen people 
remain hospitalized, eight of those in intensive-care beds with two of those 
patients on ventilators. Our death toll stands at 146. Health officials say 251 
people remain contagious with hundreds more under monitoring because they 
were exposed to someone who later tested positive for COVID-19. More than 
12,900 (12,921) local residents have been infected with the virus during the past 
14 months. Statewide, the Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 660 new 
COVID-19 cases yesterday and 16 new deaths. The state’s pandemic death toll 
stands at 2,549. More than 192,000 Oregonians have been infected by the virus. 
Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more than 32.7 million Americans and 
killed more than 582,000. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: Willamette and Kalapuya 
High Schools are planning limited, in-person graduation ceremonies for the Class 
of 2021. The events will take place outdoors at Willamette’s Wolverine Stadium 
and also be livestreamed. Wil-Hi plans to stage four small ceremonies of no more 
than 75 students each, with a limited number of spectators. Those 
commencements will take place on Friday, June 11, and Saturday, June 12. 
Kalapuya, a much smaller alternative high school, will stage a single ceremony at 
the stadium on Thursday, June 10. / HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, GOVERNMENT: 
Oregon lawmakers yesterday passed a bill that gives tenants who are struggling 
with financial hardships during the pandemic more time to pay past-due rent. 
However, the bill does not extend the current eviction moratorium past June 30 
and does not forgive back rent. Opponents of the bill have argued that the 
measure hurts landlords and is “a band-aid solution” for tenants. During a special 
session in December, lawmakers established a $200 million relief fund for 



landlords and tenants — with most of the money set aside for tenants. Tenants 
currently have rent-relief available until July. But under Senate Bill 282, qualifying 
tenants will have until Feb. 28, 2022. The bill passed in both legislative chambers 
and now goes to the governor. The measure protects renters from the long-term 
impacts of not making payments on time by barring reporting to consumer credit 
agencies and removes back rents from consideration when submitting future 
rental applications. The measure also bars potential landlords from screening 
applicants based on COVID-era evictions and prevents pandemic evictions from 
appearing on a tenant’s record. Additionally, the bill relaxes occupancy limits. 
Lawmakers say some Oregon residents have needed to stay with friends and 
family due to financial or safety situations during the pandemic. In March, more 
than 17 percent — or nearly 158,000 Oregon renters who answered a survey — 
said they were not caught up on their rent payments, based on the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s most recent Household Pulse Survey. In addition, 11 percent of Oregon 
renters who answered the survey said they have no confidence that they will be 
able to pay the next month’s rent. / BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION: A new U.S. 
airline is starting service out of Eugene’s airport today. Avelo Airlines is offering 
flights from Eugene to Hollywood-Burbank four days each week. Airline operators 
hope their lower fare routes into the northern Los Angeles area will attract a mix 
of business and vacation travelers. Avelo is using a 189-seat Boeing 737-800 
aircraft for the Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday service to Burbank. 
Avelo’s new flights represent the 14th non-stop route being offered at Eugene’s 
Airport. ; Oregon Congressman Peter DeFazio yesterday announced a $5.5 
million grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation to pay for repairs to the 
runway and taxiway lighting system at Eugene’s airport. The Fourth District 
Democrat chairs the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. He says 
it’s the latest effort in his push to increase funding for small and mid-sized 
airports. He says the work should help Eugene’s airport solidify its regional 
position as the summer travel season approaches and air travel increases.” ; 
There are only two one-way blocks on Eugene’s Willamette Street but they’re 
about to disappear. Starting on May 19, Eugene Public Works crews are 
preparing to convert the stretch of Willamette Street between 18th and 20th 
Avenues to two-way travel. The effort takes place this month and also includes 
converting the nearby one-way flow on Oak Street between 20th and 19th, and 
20th between Willamette and Oak to two-way. Basically, that entire area just north 
of Civic Park is being turned into a two-way traffic zone. It will include a new traffic 
signal at 18th and Willamette; improved sidewalk ramps; and will move the bike 
lanes off Oak Street so that riders both directions will use the route on Willamette. 
The work will be complete in July. / SAFETY: Traffic safety, riding etiquette, and 
bicycling with kids. Those are just some of the topics covered in the new edition of 
the Oregon Bicycling Manual. The focus is on traffic safety and there are plenty of 
illustrations on navigating intersections, always a potentially hazardous spot for 
riders. / DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Help safeguard your home and 
your community. Lane County’s Firewise Grant program is accepting applications 
from residents who live outside urban growth boundaries through May 28. 
Firewise grants provide rural property owners with funding to help complete 
projects that reduce the risk of wildfire, such as clearing vegetation, replacing 
wood shake roofing, low-fire-risk plants and landscaping materials, 
noncombustible exterior siding, chimney spark arrestors, and more. Firewise-



eligible projects focus on helping people make their property “lean, clean and 
green” through improved vegetation clearing, irrigation and fire-resistant 
landscaping and materials. Up to $15,500 in grant funding is available for each 
qualifying property. Learn more and apply online at www.lanecounty.org/firewise 
Paper applications are also available in the Lane County Public Works Customer 
Service Center vestibule at 3050 North Delta Highway, Eugene. /  
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HEALTH: Lane County Public Health officials say more drop-in vaccination clinics 
are taking place Friday through Sunday. It comes as county health officials and 
others work to raise our local vaccination rate to a level which would allow Lane 
County to move to Low-Risk COVID-19 restrictions as early as May 21. To do 
that, 65 percent of the county’s adult population—those age 16 and older—need 
to receive at least one doses of COVID-19 vaccine. As of yesterday, county 
health experts say that local vaccination number stands at 61.8 percent. Drop-in 
vaccination clinics are just that: You show up, complete a bit of paperwork, roll up 
your sleeve, receive your vaccine dose, then go on your way. You do not need to 
reserve a spot, although you may go online to the Lane County Public Health 
vaccination page to make an appointment of you wish to reserve a spot and have 
an even quicker experience. The county’s next drop-in clinic is Friday afternoon 
(May 14). Lane County Public Health is offering doses of the Pfizer vaccine from 
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the Autzen Stadium parking. Anyone ages 12 and older 
is welcome, although youth ages 12-14 will need a parent or guardian to 
accompany them and provide consent. For those seeking the single-dose 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, there will be a second drop-in clinic on Friday, May 
14, in the parking lot of the Lane Events Center. It runs from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. and will provide free doses of the J&J vaccine to those ages 18 and older. 
Additional Lane County Public Health clinics this week: Saturday, May 15 from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Autzen Stadium (Pfizer vaccine – age 12 and older). 
Sunday, May 16 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Autzen Stadium (Pfizer vaccine – 
age 12 and older). Oregon yesterday hit a milestone, with health officials 
announcing that more than two-million state residents have received at least their 
first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. That is close to half of the state’s population. 
More than 1.5 million Oregonians are considered fully vaccinated. ; Now that the 
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine is approved for use among adolescents ages 12-15, 
they may begin receiving doses as early as today. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the Western States Scientific Safety Review Group 
signed off on the expanded eligibility yesterday. Many local health care providers, 
including community clinics, are offering vaccination appointments for youth and 
adults. And local pharmacies are continuing to receive vaccine allotments directly 
from the federal government. Participating pharmacies include Albertson’s-
Safeway, Bi-Mart, Costco, CVS-affiliated pharmacies at Target, Fred Meyer, 
Health Mart, Rite Aid, Walgreen’s, and Walmart. ; Lane County Public Health 



officials were notified yesterday of 47 new COVID-19 cases. Local infection and 
hospitalization rates are continuing to slowly ease, but 14 people remain 
hospitalized. Six of those patients are in intensive-care beds with one of those 
people on a ventilator. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday confirmed the 
Monday death of a 32-year-old Lane County man who tested positive for the virus 
more than two weeks earlier and had underlying health conditions. Our death toll 
stands at 147. Public health officials say 247 people remain contagious with 
hundreds more under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who 
later tested positive for COVID-19. More than 12,900 (12,968) local residents 
have been infected with the virus during the past 14 months. Statewide, the 
Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 661 new COVID-19 cases yesterday 
and 9 new deaths. The state’s pandemic death toll stands at 2,558. More than 
193,000 Oregonians have been infected by the virus. Nationwide, the pandemic 
has sickened more than 32.8 million Americans and killed more than 583,000. / 
TRANSPORTATION, RECREATION, HEALTH: If you’re traveling over the 
Memorial Day weekend, expect lots of company. The AAA auto club says more 
than 37 million Americans plan to travel at least 50 miles from home over the 
holiday weekend. If that forecast is correct, it’ll mean a 60 percent increase over 
last year, when many people were locked down at home. The AAA forecast would 
still be a decrease of about 6 million, or 13 percent, since the same holiday 
weekend before the pandemic. AAA expects most holiday travelers to go by car 
— about 34 million. / BUSINESS, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Some additional 
emergency funding is heading for Lane County small businesses hit hard during 
the pandemic. Lane County Government and Community LendingWorks are 
preparing to distribute an additional $2.4 million in small business grants to 
businesses that applied during the last round of funding in December of 2020, 
were not initially selected, and were placed on a waitlist. The added funding 
comes from the State of Oregon. Officials are contacting those waitlisted 
businesses to confirm they remain eligible and, if so, let them know how they may 
qualify for a share of the new grant money. Businesses with fewer than 25 full-
time equivalent employees, as well as sole proprietors, are eligible to receive the 
funding. Recipients will be selected in two rounds of random drawings. The first 
group of recipients, covering 75 percent of the overall funding request, will be 
selected from among applications from businesses in the tourism, hospitality or 
event sectors; businesses closed or significantly affected by state COVID-19 
restrictions; rural businesses; or those majority-owned by women, people with 
disabilities, veterans, or people of color. The remaining 25 percent of the funds 
will be dispersed in a second random drawing that includes all other eligible 
applicants, along with those not selected in the first drawing. There still won’t be 
enough funding to assist all of the small businesses that applied: nearly 1,600 
businesses in Lane County requested a combined more than $24 million in 
funding when the application window opened in December. Lane County leaders 
hope more state small-business grant funding will be available in the future. / 
LOW-INCOME, BUSINESS, SCHOOL, HEALTH: Many Americans are having 
trouble making ends meet because of the pandemic. One big concern has been 
high-speed internet access for work, school, and healthcare-related needs. This 
week, a program launched for qualifying lower-income households, allowing them 
to apply for $50 off their internet bill. The emergency federal program is part of the 
December pandemic-relief package. Tens of millions of people are eligible and 



while funding might last several months you’re encouraged to apply now if you 
qualify. Learn more at https://getemergencybroadband.org / SPORTS: The 
Eugene Emeralds open their home season this evening with a four-game series 
with the Hillsboro Hops at Eugene’s PK Park. First pitch is at 7:35 p.m. This is a 
new era for the Emeralds, who are for the first time playing as a High-A level 
Minor League team. The Ems also are inaugurating the first of what will be ten 
seasons as an affiliate of the San Francisco Giants. Seating is limited for now at 
PK Park because of pandemic restrictions, but some tickets remain available at 
the team’s website in four-seat pods. / ELECTIONS: Quick reminder that we’re 
coming up on Tuesday’s deadline to return your ballot for Oregon’s May special 
Election. Yesterday was the last day to place it in the mail and ensure it would 
arrive in time at your local Elections office. If you still need to complete and return 
your vote, you’ll need to take it to the office or an official Elections ballot dropbox 
site. To be counted, all voted ballots must be received at the Elections Office or in 
an official dropbox by 8:00 p.m. on Election Day (Tuesday, May 18). A postmark 
is not enough: If your ballot arrives late, it will not be counted. Remember to 
check both sides of your ballot and follow the instructions on how to fill it out. Be 
sure to sign where indicated on the back of your ballot return envelope and, if you 
have multiple ways of signing your signature, use the same style you used when 
you signed your current voter registration card. The Lane County ballot includes a 
handful of local measures. One would create and fund a Mohawk Valley law 
enforcement district. Another measure would support Lane County 4H and local 
OSU Extension Services. There also is a funding measure for the Lane Fire 
Authority, and a bond issue for the McKenzie Schools. That’s in addition to plenty 
of local school board, fire district, and other special district races. Not all 
measures and candidate races appear on all ballots. / VETERANS, EVENTS: 
Memorial Day marks the start of the summer season. How about a little barbecue 
to kick things off? The Memorial Day Weekend Chicken Barbecue at Springfield’s 
VFW Post 3965 is back! This year’s BBQ is scheduled for Saturday, May 29, 
through Monday, May 31. This is a drive-through event, so you’ll be able to stop 
by, place your order, and take it with you. The grills are running from 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. each day. Springfield VFW Post 3965 is located at 344 Main Street. Anyone 
is welcome at the event. Many of the volunteers are VFW Post members and 
veterans. If you’re a veteran who is stopping by to purchase chicken dinners, be 
sure to say hello. Come support a Springfield tradition: Memorial Day Weekend 
Barbecue Chicken Dinners at the Springfield VFW Post 3965. / LAW 
ENFORCEMENT: Flags are flying at half-staff through Saturday evening outside 
Oregon public institutions in recognition of Peace Officers Memorial Day. The day 
is set aside every year during National Police Week to honor those who lost their 
lives in the line of duty for the safety and protection of others.  
Peace Officers Memorial Day pays tribute to fallen officers at all levels of law 
enforcement, including local, state, federal, tribal, and military law enforcement. 
The lowering of the flags is intended to honor fallen officers, thank them for their 
service, and offer solace to their families and friends. / CRIME: The Oregon Court 
of Appeals on Wednesday overturned the 2017 murder conviction of a teen 
charged with fatally stabbing a woman in Washington County, concluding that 
prosecutors should not have introduced testimony about his conviction in a 
separate case — the 2014 rape of a woman in Eugene. Oregon Department of 
Justice spokeswoman attorneys are reviewing the ruling. The Oregonian and 



OregonLive report the court overturned the conviction of 24-year-old Jaime 
Tinoco-Camarena, who remains in custody at the Oregon State Penitentiary. He 
was 17 at the time of the Washington County killing and was an early suspect, 
although not charged in the case until nearly a year later. Court documents show 
he confessed in March 2015 to the stabbing, while already serving a total of 18 
years in state custody for raping the woman in Eugene in September 2014 and 
punching a teacher at the MacLaren Youth Correctional Facility in 2015. Tinoco-
Camarena was on probation for harassment, drug possession and burglary when 
he attacked and raped a woman near Autzen Stadium after a University of 
Oregon football game. He had attended as part of a trip approved by the 
Washington County Juvenile Department. ; Across America, illegal drag racing 
has surged in popularity since the coronavirus pandemic began. Officials have 
reported a dangerous uptick in the activity from Oregon and New Mexico, to New 
York and Georgia. People have been killed. The roar of engines and traffic tie-ups 
have become huge annoyances. Police and elected leaders are trying to fight 
back. A sports psychologist who participates in legal drag racing believes 
shutdowns associated with the pandemic contributed to the increase by emptying 
normally clogged highways and streets. She also says those with a passion for 
fast cars had more time to modify them and show them off. / BUSINESS, 
ENVIRONMENT: A major West Coast liquified natural gas pipeline and export 
terminal is officially on pause after state reversals of two of its dredging permits 
last week. The Herald and News reports the Jordan Cove Energy project’s 
manager and associate general counsel, Donald Sullivan, filed a letter with the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on Tuesday. In it he cited a list of state 
permit denials that prevent the project from moving ahead despite a federal 
approval from the agency. Sullivan wrote that applicants have decided to pause 
the development of the project while they assess the effect of these decisions. / 
CRIME, GOVERNMENT: A minimum security state prison in southern Oregon 
that was slated to close in 2022 will remain open. The Herald and News reports 
that Gov. Kate Brown told the Lake County Prison Committee this week that the 
Warner Creek Correctional Facility will stay open through the rest of her term. 
Brown in January said she would shutter three Oregon prisons including Warner 
Creek, a decision her office said would save the state more than $44 million. She 
told Lake County commissioners and stakeholders after they advocated for it to 
stay open that she would leave the decision to the next governor. /  
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HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: Oregon Governor Kate Brown says the 
state is immediately following guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention: Fully vaccinated people may stop wearing masks outdoors in crowds 
and in most indoor settings. Brown said yesterday that increased the vaccinations 
that led to loosening of the federal mask-wearing recommendations help clear the 
way for the fuller reopening of workplaces, schools, and other venues. The new 
federal guidance still calls for wearing masks in crowded indoor settings and 
places where there are potentially vulnerable people. That can include long-term 
care facilities and hospitals, prisons and homeless shelters, public transportation 
facilities, including buses and passenger flights. The governor says mask 
requirements will remain in place in Oregon schools through the spring. In the 
next few days, experts with the Oregon Health Authority will provide updated 
guidance for businesses, employers and others. That will allow the option for 
them to lift mask requirements and physical distancing after verifying vaccination 
status. But officials say some businesses will choose to keep their mask rules in 
place, for now. The recommendations call for those who have not been 
vaccinated or have not completed vaccination to continue wearing masks to 
protect themselves and other unvaccinated people. The CDC considers someone 
fully vaccinated 14 days after the person receives a first dose of Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine or a second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna vaccines. 
Currently, the Pfizer vaccine is approved for those ages 12 and up. The Moderna 
and Johnson & Johnson vaccines are approved for those age 16 and older. / 
HEALTH: The CDC and the Biden administration say the nation’s aggressive 
vaccination campaign has paid off: U.S. virus cases are at their lowest rate since 
September; deaths are at their lowest point since last April; and the test positivity 
rates are at the lowest point since the pandemic began. CDC leaders say about 
154 million Americans, more than 46 percent of the population, have received at 
least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine and more than 117 million are fully 
vaccinated. The rate of new vaccinations has slowed in recent weeks, but with the 
authorization Wednesday of the Pfizer shot for children ages 12 to 15, a new 
burst of doses is expected in the coming days. ; The director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, Rachel Walensky, says evidence from studies in 
the U.S. and Israel shows the COVID-19 vaccines are as strongly protective in 
real world use as they were in earlier studies. Walensky says the more people 
who are vaccinated, the faster infections will drop — and the harder it will be for 



the virus to mutate. Some people still get COVID-19 despite being vaccinated. 
But Walensky says that’s rare and that most of those infections tend to be milder, 
shorter and appear less contagious. Walensky also encouraged people who have 
weak immune systems, such as from organ transplants or cancer treatment, to 
talk with their doctors before shedding their masks. That’s because of continued 
uncertainty about whether the vaccines can rev up a weakened immune system 
as well as they do healthy ones. ; Lane County Public Health officials were 
notified yesterday of 48 new COVID-19 cases. Eighteen people remain 
hospitalized. Five of those patients are in intensive-care beds. But none are on 
ventilators. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday confirmed the Tuesday death 
of a 66-year-old Lane County man who tested positive for the virus in mid-April 
and had underlying health conditions. Our death toll stands at 147. Lane County 
now has logged more than 13,000 COVID-19 infections since the pandemic 
arrived. Public health officials say 231 people are currently considered contagious 
with hundreds more under monitoring because they were exposed to someone 
who later tested positive for COVID-19. Statewide, the Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday reported 733 new COVID-19 cases yesterday and 14 new deaths. The 
state’s pandemic death toll stands at 2,572. More than 193,000 Oregonians have 
been infected by the virus. Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more than 
32.8 million Americans and killed more than 584,000. ; Lane County Public Health 
officials say more drop-in vaccination clinics are taking place today through 
Sunday. It comes as county health officials and others work to raise our local 
vaccination rate to a level which would allow Lane County to move to Low-Risk 
COVID-19 restrictions as early as May 21. Drop-in vaccination clinics are just 
that: You show up, complete a bit of paperwork, roll up your sleeve, receive your 
vaccine dose, then go on your way. You do not need to reserve a spot, although 
you may go online to the Lane County Public Health vaccination page to make an 
appointment of you wish to reserve a spot and have an even quicker experience. 
The county is holding three drop-in clinics today (Fri., May 14), two in Eugene and 
one in Florence: Free doses of the Pfizer vaccine are available between 3:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. in the Autzen Stadium parking. Anyone ages 12 and older is 
welcome, although youth ages 12-14 will need a parent or guardian to 
accompany them and provide consent. For those seeking the single-dose 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, there will a drop-in clinic in the parking lot of the 
Lane Events Center. It also runs from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and will provide free 
doses of the J&J vaccine to those ages 18 and older. The vaccination clinic in 
Florence gets underway at 10:00 a.m. at the Florence Events Center. It runs 
through 7:00 p.m. The free drop-in clinic primarily is offering doses of the Pfizer 
vaccine but a limited quantity of the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine is 
available. Additional Lane County Public Health clinics this weekend: Saturday, 
May 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Autzen Stadium (Pfizer vaccine – age 12 
and older). Sunday, May 16 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Autzen Stadium (Pfizer 
vaccine – age 12 and older). Schedule an appointment at 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/LaneCountyCOVID/LaneCountyCOVID19Vaccine
Scheduling Many local health care providers, including community clinics, along 
with pharmacies also offer COVID-19 vaccination doses. / WEATHER, 
UTILITIES, FISHERIES, RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: It’s been a warm, dry 
spring. That’s prompting the power-generation staff with the Eugene Water & 
Electric Board to modify their operations up the McKenzie River a bit earlier this 



year to protect migrating fish. The staff yesterday afternoon began reducing the 
amount of water they divert from the river into the Walterville Power Canal. 
Ordinarily, the reduced water diversion would begin next week, on May 20. But 
EWEB officials say adult Spring Chinook are already present in the McKenzie and 
that maintaining a healthy streamflow in the river also helps preserve water 
quality. EWEB’s Power Generation manager says the change will have a minor 
financial impact on utility operations up the McKenzie, but that with the lower 
spring water flows, it seemed like the right thing to do. This is the third year 
EWEB has voluntarily decreased diversion into the Walterville Canal. The “low-
flow” operation will continue through October. The Walterville powerhouse is 
located off Camp Creek Road northeast of Springfield. It can generate about 8 
megawatts of electricity, enough to power approximately 4,000 homes or roughly 
3 percent of Eugene's average daily consumption of electricity. Under its federal 
operating license, EWEB’s Walterville hydroelectric project is allowed to divert up 
to 2,577 cubic feet per second (cfs) into the canal during normal operations. The 
license requires EWEB to maintain minimum instream flows of 1,000 cfs in the 
bypassed reach of the McKenzie at all times. In 2018 EWEB made an operational 
decision to voluntarily adjust the flow going into the Walterville Canal during low 
flow years in order to maintain 10 percent more flow in the river than the canal 
from June through October. On Thursday morning, the power canal was running 
at about 1,700 cfs, and the bypassed reach of the McKenzie was flowing at about 
1,200 cfs. By this morning, those numbers will be reversed as the bypass reach 
runs at approximately 1,700 cfs and the canal at 1,200 cfs. / SAFETY, 
ENVIRONMENT: U.S. officials say they’ll try to stamp out wildfires as quickly as 
possible this year. It comes as severe drought tightens its grip across the West 
and sets the stage for another destructive summer of blazes. Fire managers hope 
that by aggressively responding to smaller fires, they can minimize the number of 
larger fires. Those massive blazes have become more common as climate 
change makes our Western landscape warmer and dryer. Officials tried a similar 
approach last year, in part to avoid the large gatherings of personnel needed to 
fight major fires. Despite that, 2020 was one of worst fire years on record. / 
EVENTS: Tonight’s MegaMillions jackpot is $430 million dollars. But if you have 
the winning ticket, for heaven’s sake, don’t put it in your pants pocket and forget 
about it. A Norwalk, California, woman bought a lottery ticket with numbers that 
turned out to be the winning combination for a $26 million jackpot. Only problem: 
Her ticket was destroyed in the wash. It's possible the story could have a happy 
ending: An employee of the store where the ticket was purchased in November 
says the woman is a regular and the store has sent its surveillance video of her 
purchase to California Lottery officials, who are investigating. If the prize isn't 
claimed, the money will go to the state school system. / SPORTS, HEALTH: The 
last time the Eugene Emeralds played before a home crowd was in September of 
2019. This year, capacity is limited because of the pandemic but fans lined up an 
hour before the gates opened last night to see the game at P.K. Park. The Ems 
made it worth the wait, with an 8-2 win over the Hillsboro Hops to kick off a four-
game homestand. The teams meet again tonight. First pitch is at 7:35 p.m. 
Seating is limited but some tickets remain available at the team’s website in four-
seat pods. Learn more at https://www.milb.com/eugene ; Good news for Duck 
football fans: Oregon’s big road game at Ohio State will be nationally broadcast. 
The FOX network announced yesterday that the September 11 game will be the 



featured “Big Noon” game—which means it will kick off at 9:00 a.m., our time. The 
Ducks open their 2021 football season at home against Fresno State on 
September 4 before traveling to Columbus to take on the Buckeyes. ; The Pac-12 
hired sports entertainment executive George Kliavkoff to be the conference’s next 
commissioner, replacing Larry Scott with another college sports outsider. The 
conference presidents conducted a secretive nearly four-month search that 
included speculation about some familiar names in college sports being 
considered, such as former NCAA executive and NFL quarterback Oliver Luck, 
Ohio State athletic director Gene Smith and Texas AD Chris Del Conte. Instead, 
the Pac-12′s next commissioner comes to the conference with no experience as 
an administrator in college sports. Kliavkoff has been the president of MGM 
Sports & Entertainment in Las Vegas since 2018 and has extensive experience 
with professional sports leagues and digital properties. / CRIME, TERRORISM: 
One of two Oregon brothers accused in the Jan. 6 breach of the U.S. Capitol will 
be released from custody today to a third-party guardian in Baker County, where 
he will be on home detention and GPS monitoring pending his trial. The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report that a federal judge yesterday granted 24-year-
old Matthew Klein’s pretrial release to a Baker County couple after refusing last 
week to allow him to live with his parents. The judge had found his parents 
unsuitable to supervise him, based on text messages that showed his mother and 
father warning Matthew’s younger brother and co-defendant Jonathanpeter Klein 
not to broadcast their roles and that “braggers get caught,” according to court 
testimony and documents. Both brothers have pleaded “not guilty” to a number of 
federal charges in connection with the Capitol incursion. /  
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HEALTH, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: Oregon’s state health officer said Friday 
that businesses will be asked to either enforce mask policies or check whether 
customers have been vaccinated against COVID-19. Dr. Dean Sidelinger says 
the process of allowing people inside businesses without masks could requiring 
customers to show a vaccination card or a picture of the card on a smartphone 
that shows the person’s name, the vaccine site and date they received their dose 
or doses. But owners and managers of many businesses say that for now they 
are staying with requiring that customers wear masks until there is expanded 
guidance from the Oregon Health Authority. Some say they feel uncomfortable 
asking individual customers to prove their vaccination status and that is it easier, 
for now, to keep mask requirements in place. Others say they don’t want to put 
their frontline workers in the position of facing possible confrontations with 
unvaccinated customers who refuse to wear masks. Businesses also are working 
on internal guidelines for how to manage masking and distancing among workers 
who remain unvaccinated. Late Thursday, the federal Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention eased indoor mask-wearing and social distancing for fully 
vaccinated people. Oregon Governor Kate Brown said a few hours later that 
Oregon would follow that guidance. During the next day, some national retail 
chains announced they would lift their mask requirements for vaccinated 
customers. But others said that, for now, they would keep their mask guidelines in 
place. And even among those retailers lifting mask requirements, many 
customers said they preferred keeping their masks on in public and retail settings 
until the pandemic ebbs. The federal guidance issued Thursday still calls for 
wearing masks in crowded indoor settings like buses, planes, hospitals, prisons 
and homeless shelters, but will help clear the way for reopening workplaces, 
schools, and other venues. Brown said Oregonians who are fully-vaccinated no 
longer need to wear masks or social distance in most public spaces. But she 
added that mask requirements will remain in place in Oregon schools through the 
spring. Currently people over the age of 12 are eligible for COVID-19 vaccines in 
Oregon, meaning younger students remain unvaccinated. The CDC considers 
someone fully vaccinated 14 days after the person receives a first dose of 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine or a second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna 
vaccines. / RECREATION: For many Lane County residents, the sunny weekend 
weather and the easing of mask requirements for those who are vaccinated 
brought a fresh surge of visitors to popular outdoor spots. There were plenty of 



hikers and bikers at trailheads, lots of campers and RVs filling campgrounds, full 
parking lots at parks and recreation sites from the coast to the Cascades. That 
also meant a return of challenging parking at some popular locations and plenty 
of traffic on the region’s highways. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health held 
more drop-in mass vaccination clinics over the weekend as we work to get to a 65 
percent local vaccination rate among adults. That would allow the county to move 
back to the Low-Risk category of business restrictions. Public health officials say 
only about 18,000 more people ages 16 and older need to receive their first dose 
of vaccine to achieve that. Today, local health care providers, health clinics, and 
pharmacies continue to offer vaccinations, many with no appointment needed. All 
vaccinations are free. No insurance necessary. ; New computer modeling for the 
state indicates coronavirus cases might decline in the weeks ahead, from the 
current daily average of 650 new daily cases to 420 to 590 each day. Oregon has 
had lower case numbers per capita than most states but the recent surge put us 
in the top ten nationally for per capita spread over the past two weeks. State 
health officials say new case averages are falling slowly, but so are new 
vaccination numbers. They say that’s concerning because vaccines have been 
the most effective tool in turning the corner on the pandemic. ; A slow drop in 
COVID-19 cases across Oregon, according to weekend numbers from state 
health officials. But the infection totals remain far too high, and people continue to 
die. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported a combined more than 1,200 
new COVID-19 cases over the weekend and five deaths. Lane County Public 
Health did not update its infection numbers on Sunday. But on Saturday, it listed 
37 new cases. There was a new death reported on Friday, which brought our 
local pandemic death toll to 149. As we began the weekend, 21 Lane County 
residents remained hospitalized, with five in intensive care. Lane County now has 
logged more than 13,000 COVID-19 infections since the pandemic arrived. Public 
health officials say 205 people are currently considered contagious with hundreds 
more under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested 
positive for COVID-19. Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more than 32.9 
million Americans and killed more than 585,000. / SAFETY, CRIME: Eugene 
Police yesterday put out an advisory that there has been a significant increase in 
recent overdose deaths attributed to fentanyl. Most commonly, investigators say 
the deaths have been linked to street sales of fake prescription drugs. Police say 
fentanyl is about 100 times stronger than morphine and about 50 times stronger 
than heroin, so very small amounts of fentanyl can kill. Investigators say the fake 
prescription drugs usually are not white in appearance (actual prescription drugs 
are white and occasionally a very light blue). Police say they are commonly 
seeing bright blue fake prescription meds in Eugene. Many have the letter "M" 
stamped on one side and the number "30" on the other to make the pill appear to 
be oxycodone hydrochloride, which is prescribed to treat moderate to severe 
pain. Police say the fake pills do not have the same manufacturing standards and 
the imprinting on the pill is usually not well defined or professional in appearance. 
/ SAFETY: The Eugene Police Major Collision Investigation team is investigating 
an early-morning the motor vehicle crash in which two people died. The crash 
occurred on West 18th Avenue near Parliament Street. The vehicle struck a tree, 
triggering a vehicle fire. The roadway has reopened to traffic after being closed for 
several hours. Police have not yet released the names of those involved. The 
cause of the crash is being determined. Anyone with information about the crash 



is encouraged to call investigators 541-682-5111.  ; Oregon State Police continue 
to investigate a fatal crash late last night on northbound Interstate 5 about one 
mile before the Harrisburg exit. Investigators say the Honda Civic was the subject 
of several poor driving complaints around 10:30 last night. State Police troopers 
were heading for the stretch of freeway when the vehicle’s driver reportedly 
turned around and began heading south in the northbound lanes. The Civic struck 
a semi-truck. The Civic’s driver died at the scene. The truck driver was uninjured. 
The name of the driver of the Civic will be released once relatives are notified. / 
COMMUNITY, LAW ENFORCEMENT, EDUCATION: On Sunday morning, the 
Eugene Police Department’s all-volunteer Huckleberry Patrol Team partnered 
with members of the Kappa Sigma fraternity at the University of Oregon to help 
rid some nearby neighborhoods of graffiti. The volunteers removed or covered 
hundreds of tags in downtown Eugene and on and near the University of Oregon 
campus. Jordon Brewer, Kappa Sigma’s chapter president, coordinated the effort 
with the Eugene Police Huckleberry Patrol. / EDUCATION, SAFETY: Students 
are back to distance learning this week at two Eugene public schools. But it’s not 
because of the pandemic. Eugene School District officials say two roof trusses 
are failing in one of the three gyms in the complex that houses Kelly Middle 
School and Yujin Gakuen (say: Eugene GAW’-koo-when’) Japanese Immersion 
School. They share the location at 850 Howard Avenue, off River Road. The 
failing roof trusses are in what is known as the “inner gym.” The gym and its roof 
are structurally connected to the rest of the school building. Experts are 
evaluating the issue and working on a fix. But that could take some time to 
resolve. / SPORTS: Congratulations to the Oregon Men’s Track and Field team. 
The Duck men won their 14th consecutive Pac-12 title. The Ducks finished the 
three-day competition with a meet-record 185 points. Up next: the NCAA West 
Preliminary (May 26-29) in Texas. The top 48 individuals in each event—and top 
24 relays—from the region will compete for 12 spots at the NCAA Championships 
June 9-12 at Eugene’s Hayward Field. ; The Oregon Softball team is headed to 
the NCAAs as a Number Two seed in the Austin Regional. The Ducks take on the 
Bobcats of Texas Tech on Friday at 4:30 p.m. The game is being carried by 
ESPN3. This is Oregon’s 21st appearance in an NCAA Regional. Oregon finished 
the regular season 37-15 and 14-10 in Pac-12 play. ; The Oregon Baseball squad 
swept Utah over the weekend. The Ducks have won six straight. The Ducks play 
Gonzaga on Tuesday at PK Park before hosting Stanford in a three-game series 
starting Friday. ; The Eugene Ems wrapped up their first homestand of the 
season with a 5-2 win over Hillsboro on Sunday. The Emeralds are on the road to 
Eastern Washington for a series of games versus the Tri-City Dust Devils. They 
are back at PK Park on May 25 for a six-game series against Spokane. / FAMILY, 
LOW-INCOME, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: The Treasury Department says 39 
million families will begin receiving monthly child payments beginning on July 15. 
The payments are part of the latest $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package. It 
temporarily increases the child tax credit. Half will be paid in monthly installments 
from July through December, and the rest can be claimed on taxes next year. 
Nearly 88 percent of children are set to receive the benefits without their parents 
needing to take any additional action. Qualified families will receive a payment of 
up to $300 per month for each child under 6 and up to $250 per month for 
children between the ages of 6 and 17. The child tax credit was previously 
capped at $2,000. Couples earning $150,000 or less can receive the full 



payments on the 15th of each month, in most cases by direct deposit. The 
benefits total $3,600 annually for children under 6 and $3,000 for those who are 
older. The IRS will determine eligibility based on the 2019 and 2020 tax years, but 
people will also be able to update their status through an online portal. The 
administration is also setting up another online portal for non-filers who might be 
eligible for the child tax credit. The money could shore up a family’s finances by 
providing emergency savings, reducing high-cost debt or going toward important 
future goals like retirement, college or a home down payment. / ECONOMY, 
GOVERNMENT: Today is the deadline to file your state and federal personal 
income tax returns. If you owe taxes, you’ll need to make your payment by today, 
even if you file for an extension and don’t finalize your return until October 15. If 
you miss the payment deadline, you’ll start accumulating interest the day after 
your return is due. If you’re owed a refund, the fastest way to receive it is to file 
electronically. You may arrange to get that payment via direct deposit. Oregon 
taxpayers also may file electronically using no-cost forms. Learn more at 
https://www.oregon.gov/dor/programs/individuals/Pages/free-preparation.aspx 
Don’t forget to file (if you qualify) for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Eligibility information is available at www.irs.gov/eitc Taxpayers who are eligible 
for the EITC can also claim Oregon’s Earned Income Credit (EIC). Unemployment 
benefits are generally treated as income for tax purposes. But the latest federal 
stimulus package allows individuals with a modified Adjusted Gross Income of 
less than $150,000 to exclude up to $10,200 in unemployment benefits at the 
federal level, which Oregon follows. If you’d already filed before the law was 
enacted, Oregon is adjusting those returns for the exclusion. If you are one of 
those taxpayers and have not received a refund or a notice of adjustment by the 
end of May, please contact the department. To get tax forms, check the status of 
your refund, or make payments, visit www.oregon.gov/dor or email 
questions.dor@oregon.gov / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, UTILITIES: A lawsuit filed 
on behalf of 70 landowners in Oregon's McKenzie River Valley seeks $103 million 
from Lane Electric Cooperative and Eugene Water & Electric Board for damages 
linked to one of the Labor Day fires that ravaged communities around the 
state. The Holiday Farm fire killed one person and destroyed 430 homes. The 
plaintiffs contend that the two utilities failed to de-energize their power lines 
despite widespread forecasts for extreme fire weather. An official cause of the fire 
hasn't been released, but the lawsuit says fires started when tree branches 
contacted power lines east of Eugene. "The Holiday Farm Fire devastated our 
clients' homes, timber, and businesses. It was a life-altering event for our clients," 
said Rick Klingbeil of Salem Fire Lawyers. Joe Harwood, a spokesman for EWEB, 
said in an emailed statement that the lawsuit "contains claims that are based 
upon a significant factual error." As designed, he said, the utility's lines in the 
Holiday Farm area de-energized automatically several hours before the blaze 
ignited on Sept. 7, 2020. Lane Electric Cooperative didn't immediately respond to 
a request for comment. The lawsuit, filed Thursday in Lane County Circuit Court, 
is one of multiple that claim utility negligence was responsible for much of the 
devastation. PacifiCorp faces similar lawsuits from residents in the Beachie Creek 
and Santiam Canyon fires, the Echo Mountain Complex near Lincoln City, the 
Archie Creek fire along the North Umpqua, and the Slater fire on the 
Oregon/California border. / WEATHER, ENVIRONMENT: A severe drought is 
creating a water crisis not seen in more than a century for farmers and federally 



protected fish along the Oregon-California border. The U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation says it won't release water into the main canal that feeds the 
massive Klamath Reclamation Project this summer, marking a first for the 114-
year-old irrigation system. The agency previously said irrigators would get 
dramatically less water than usual, but a worsening drought picture means water 
will be shut off instead. It also says it won't release extra water to boost levels in 
the lower Klamath River. Tribes say the water is needed to save juvenile salmon 
dying from a bacterial disease. /  
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HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Leaders of the Oregon Health Authority are still 
updating their guidance for businesses after last Thursday’s announcement by 
the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that eased indoor mask-
wearing advice. While a number of national retail chains have said they will lift 
their mask requirements for customers, many businesses are continuing to ask 
shoppers and clients to remain masked until the pandemic ebbs. While 
businesses may ask customers to provide proof of vaccination in order to enter 
without wearing a mask, customers who and not vaccinated or do not wish to 
share their health information may still go inside, but a mask is still required. 
Businesses also continue to develop their own guidelines for how to manage 
masking and distancing among their workers, vaccinated and unvaccinated. 
Businesses may choose to have requirements that are tighter than those issued 
for the general public by the CDC. The federal guidance issued Thursday still 
calls for wearing masks in crowded indoor settings. Oregonians who are fully-
vaccinated no longer need to wear masks or social distance in most public 
spaces. But mask requirements will remain in place in Oregon’s schools through 
the spring. / HEALTH: The slow drop in COVID-19 cases continues across 
Oregon and Lane County, but officials say we’re still seeing far too many new 
infections at the tail end of this fourth wave of the coronavirus. The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 310 new COVID-19 cases and two deaths. 
Statewide, 342 people remain hospitalized with complications from the disease. 
But infection numbers across the state were down by 16 percent last week, 
continuing a slow decline. Lane County Public Health listed 26 new cases. 
Officials say 21 local patients remain hospitalized, with four in intensive care. But 
for the first time in more than one month, the number of people who are infectious 
in Lane County has dropped below 200. Still, hundreds more are under 
monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for 
COVID-19. Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more than 32.9 million 
Americans and killed more than 586,000. / HOUSING, HEALTH, LOW-INCOME, 
GOVERNMENT: Lawmakers in the Oregon Senate voted in favor of a bill on 
Monday that would reinstate the moratorium on foreclosures for homeowners 
dealing with pandemic-related financial hardships. Under the bill, homeowners 
could place their mortgage in forbearance at least through the end of June. The 
moratorium could be extended until the end of the year if Governor Kate Brown 
lengthens the statewide emergency period. Homeowners with federally backed 



mortgages are already protected by a federal moratorium on foreclosures, which 
is in place through the end of June. But close to one-third of mortgages are not 
backed by federal agencies. The state’s foreclosure moratorium for those single-
family mortgage holders expired at the end of December. This bill is retroactive to 
December 31. It passed the Oregon Senate 19-9 and now goes to the House. 
The Oregonian and OregonLive report the bill would not protect commercial 
property owners. Oregonians who own more than five properties, or properties 
with more than four housing units, also would not be covered. Reporter Jamie 
Goldberg notes that Oregon is also receiving more than $90 million in federal 
assistance from the latest federal relief bill to help struggling homeowners pay 
their mortgage, home insurance and utility bills. Lawmakers have pushed the 
housing crisis to the forefront during the legislative session, and last week sent to 
the governor a bill that extends the time renters have to pay back rent. / 
ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Warmer and drier, especially in the late spring and 
summer months. The National Weather Service recently updated it “Climate 
Normals” for Eugene-Springfield. It happens every ten years and is based on the 
last 30 year of weather observations. During the past three decades, the National 
Weather Service says our total annual rainfall decreased by more than five-and-
one-quarter inches (5.27”) compared to the previous measurement period 
between 1981 and 2010. Summers are drier, with rainfall down almost 40 percent 
in June, July, and August. There now are 15 days per year when our average 
high temperature is at or above 90 degrees. That’s one additional day of heat 
over the past decade. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, GOVERNMENT: A Pacific 
Northwest arborist with more than 30 years of experience in forestry and hazard 
tree analysis has been hired as an independent contractor to work directly with 
the state’s Debris Management Task Force. It comes after complaints from 
residents in last year’s Western Oregon wildfire burn zones, along with 
environmental groups, that too many trees are being cut as part of the recovery 
effort. They complain that tens of thousands of healthy trees are being labeled 
hazards and cut down, including many well away from highway corridors. Galen 
Wright of Washington Forestry Consultants, Inc., will provide a full assessment of 
the state’s program and his recommendations by early June. Wright’s evaluation 
will include a review of the FEMA-required criteria being used to mark trees and 
what should be the required skills and qualifications for arborists and foresters 
working on the projects. Additionally, Wright will review first-hand the current 
three-step evaluation process being used to determine which fire-damaged trees 
pose safety threats in Oregon’s busiest state highway corridors and other public 
areas. The 2020 September wildfires burned more than one million acres across 
Oregon, destroying thousands of homes, and claiming the lives of nine 
Oregonians. As the smoke settled and cleared, communities were confronted by 
devastation and loss, with swaths of dead burned trees blocking roads, toppling 
across highways, and interfering with cleanup efforts. For Oregon to receive 
federal reimbursement as part of an emergency response operation, the Wildfire 
Economic Recovery Council charged the task force to immediately start work 
removing debris from nearly 3,000 damaged home sites and hazardous dead or 
dying trees from surrounding areas. State crews, independent contractors, and 
others are taking part in the tree-removal effort. The removal of trees along 
highway corridors has drawn strong criticism that many trees are not at risk of 
falling or are so far away from state highways that they would never endanger 



traffic lanes and drivers. Tree removal by other crews is also occurring on home 
sites; local and county roads; on utility and other easements; and on public lands. 
State officials say more than half—or about 78,000—of the estimated 140,000 
fire-damaged trees have been assessed. Nearly one-quarter—or about 35,000—
have been cut or removed. Oregon Department of Transportation officials say 
hazard trees, once cut or felled, belong to the landowner. They say that means 
ODOT generates no revenue from their operations. However, landowners have 
donated some trees to local conservation and habitat projects. / WEATHER, 
RECREATION: This dry, sunny weather is great for being outdoors but not great 
for summer reservoir storage—or summer recreation on some local lakes. 
Yesterday, the Portland District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers shared a 
photo of Lookout Point Reservoir, behind the dam and data indicating the 
reservoir capacity was at 52 percent of normal as of Sunday. Experts with the 
Corps say it’s looking like a worsening water year as they work to refill 13 
Willamette Valley reservoirs for the upcoming recreation season. The Willamette 
Valley Project depends on spring and early summer rainfall for refilling. The 
Willamette Valley Systems’ reservoirs are kept lower in the winter to reduce 
downstream flooding and refilled in the spring to prepare for recreation and 
adequate flows for fish. As of Sunday, year-to-date precipitation across the 
Willamette was 76 percent of normal. On average, the Willamette Valley Project’s 
13 reservoirs are currently 67 percent full—with drier conditions here in the 
Southern Willamette Valley area. Year-to-date precipitation in the Willamette 
Valley is 76 percent of normal. Snowpack, which normally accounts for about ten 
percent of the system’s water storage needs, is only a bit more than half of what it 
should be. / SAFETY, HEALTH: Planning a movie night at home? JOLLY TIME 
Pop Corn on Monday issued a voluntary recall of select Healthy Pop Kettle Corn 
100’s (4 count) because they may contain undeclared milk ingredients. People 
who have an allergy or severe sensitivity to milk run the risk of a serious or life-
threatening allergic reaction if they consume the product contained inside the 
recalled bags. The products covered by this recall were distributed in Oregon and 
more than one dozen other states. See details here: 
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/jolly-timer-
pop-corn-issues-allergy-alert-undeclared-milk-healthy-popr-kettle-corn-100s-4-
count / ELECTIONS: Today at 8 p.m. is the deadline to return your ballot for 
Oregon’s May Special Election. If you still need to complete and return your vote, 
you need to take it to the office or an official Elections’ ballot drop-box site. It is 
too late to mail it in: If your ballot arrives late, it will not be counted. The Lane 
County ballot includes a handful of local measures. One would create and fund a 
Mohawk Valley law enforcement district. Another measure would support Lane 
County 4H and local OSU Extension Services. There also is a funding measure 
for the Lane Fire Authority, and a bond issue for the McKenzie Schools. That’s in 
addition to plenty of local school board, fire district, and other special district 
races. Not all measures and candidate races appear on all ballots. Remember to 
check both sides of your ballot and follow the instructions on how to fill it out. Be 
sure to sign where indicated on the back of your ballot return envelope and, if you 
have multiple ways of signing your signature, use the same style you used when 
you signed your current voter registration card. For any questions about your 
voter registration or ballot, visit www.lanecounty.org/elections or call Lane County 
Elections at 541-682-4234. Lane County Election results will be made available to 



the public starting at 8:00 p.m. and will be updated throughout the evening until all 
ballots are processed. / SAFETY: Crews yesterday continued searching for a 
missing Roseburg man in eastern Douglas County’s Twin Lakes area. 69-year-old 
Harry Burleigh was reported missing on Friday, May 7, after he failed to return 
home from a camping trip in the Toketee area near the North Umpqua River. On 
May 8, crews located Burleigh's vehicle was located at the lower trailhead to 
Forest Service Trail 1500, which leads into Twin Lakes. Two days ago (Sunday, 
May 16), searchers located a makeshift shelter and tackle box belonging to 
Burleigh in the Calf Creek area. It is believed that Burleigh, a fisherman, 
attempted to walk into the lakes to fish before heading home. Burleigh is 
described as a white, six-foot-two, about 175 pounds, with dark-brown graying 
hair and blue eyes. He might have been carrying a day pack and collapsible 
fishing pole. Have any leads? Contact the Douglas County Sheriff's Office at 
(541) 440-4471. /  
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ELECTIONS: Lane County voters are giving strong approval to a funding 
measure for local 4H and OSU Extension Service programs. They’re also 
supporting a levy for the Lane Fire Authority. But voters are narrowly rejecting a 
proposal to create a Mohawk Valley Law Enforcement District with a dedicated 
sheriff’s deputy. And a bond issue for the McKenzie Schools also is failing. There 
also were dozens of candidate races for school boards, fire and water districts, 
and other positions. Among the more high-profile races: Holli Johnson and Steve 
Mital (say: mattel) appear to be winning spots on the Lane Community College 
Board of Directors. Laural O’Rourke, Judy Newman, and Maya Rabasa are 
leading in the three contested races for the Eugene School Board. Jonathan Light 
and Kelly Mason have the edge so far in the two contested races for the 
Springfield School Board. Caleb Clark has the lead in for a contested Bethel 
School Board seat. Rose Wilde appears to be the winner of the contested spot on 
the Lane ESD board. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Officials from the Oregon 
Health Authority released updated mask guidelines Tuesday, saying that 
businesses and churches can choose to no longer require masks and distancing 
for fully vaccinated people, but those places must have visitors show proof of 
vaccination. In addition, masks are no longer required outdoors, although health 
officials recommend that people continue to wear a mask in crowded areas and in 
large gatherings. The new guidance follows a U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention announcement that fully vaccinated individuals could stop wearing 
masks and physical distancing in most public spaces. Oregonians have been 
required to wear masks inside public spaces and outside since last summer. ; 
Oregon businesses now may choose whether to require customers to wear a 
mask. But if fully vaccinated customers wish to go maskless, they will need to 
provide proof of vaccination. Otherwise, they are welcome into the business, but 
only if wearing a protective face covering. And for unvaccinated people, the face 
covering requirement still applies. That’s the upshot of expanded guidelines 
issued yesterday by the Oregon Health Authority. Everyone — vaccinated or 
not— is still required to wear a mask while on public transportation and while in 
schools, hospitals and clinics, homeless shelters, correctional facilities and long-
term care facilities. But mask requirements no longer apply to anyone who is 
outdoors, although health officials recommend that people continue to wear a 
mask in crowded areas and in large gatherings. The guidance states that 
businesses, employers and faith-based institutions can choose to no longer 



require masks and physical distancing for fully vaccinated people, defined as 
individuals who received their second COVID-19 vaccine dose at least two weeks 
prior. But if a business decides to allow fully vaccinated people to not be required 
to wear a mask, those individuals must provide proof of their status in the form of 
a vaccination card or a photo of the card on their phone. In addition, the business 
must review the proof. If businesses decide not to implement a “policy for 
checking the vaccination status of customers and employees,” then everyone in 
that building will still be required to wear masks. Many have questioned how 
businesses will be able to check the authenticity of vaccination cards. Some worry 
that proof will be forged. Dean Sidelinger with the Oregon Health Authority said 
yesterday that officials, quote, “hope that Oregonians will not lie or cheat and put 
others at risk by forging a vaccine record if they are not vaccinated.” Sidelinger 
added that individuals who choose not to be vaccinated, or those people who do 
not want to share that they have already been vaccinated, may still frequent a 
business, provided they mask up and keep their distance from others. Oregon’s 
new mask guidance comes after the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention announced last week that individuals who are fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 could stop wearing masks and stop physical distancing in most public 
spaces. ; Five Oregon counties—Benton, Lincoln, Washington, Deschutes, and 
Hood River—are moving to the state’s Low-Risk category of COVID-19 
restrictions on Friday. It comes after they reached county vaccination rates of 65 
percent or higher for adults ages 16 and older who have received at least their 
first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. The lower-risk category allows increased 
capacity of up to 50 percent in restaurants, theaters, gyms and other indoor 
entertainment spaces. Brown said yesterday she is hopeful that enough 
Oregonians will be vaccinated to lift the state’s tier system of business restrictions 
altogether. To do that, Brown last week set a state vaccination goal of 70 percent 
for the state’s age 16-plus population to receive at least their first vaccine dose. 
Currently, about half of Oregon’s eligible residents have received at least their 
first vaccine dose. ; Lane County’s vaccination rate for adults ages 16 and older 
stands around 61 percent. Yesterday, county health officials said if another 
11,946 adults receive their first vaccine dose, we also will be eligible for a move to 
Low Risk, perhaps as early as Friday, May 28. The county is offering a series of 
drop-in vaccination clinics, including one this Friday from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 pm. in 
the Autzen Stadium parking lot. More county clinics are planned over the 
weekend. Health care providers, community clinics, non-profits, and pharmacies 
also are offering free vaccination. And local school districts, including Eugene and 
Bethel, are offering their own clinics this week to offer vaccination to older 
students and, in some cases, their parents and community members. With 
approval of the Pfizer vaccine for many young people, anyone age 12 and older 
now is eligible for COVID-19 vaccination. If you are 12, 13, or 14 in Lane County, 
you'll need your parent or guardian to fill out a form. Get all the details on this 
week's vaccine clinics, including drop-in and appointment options, along with 
youth consent forms at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics ; Lane County Public 
Health yesterday received reports of 29 new COVID-19 cases. Officials say 24 
local patients remain hospitalized—up by three from the day before. Five are in 
intensive care but none are on ventilators. The number of people who are 
infectious in Lane County has dropped to 189. But hundreds more remain under 
monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later tested positive for 



COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 484 new COVID-19 
cases and four deaths. Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more than 32.9 
million Americans and killed more than 587,000. / LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
BUSINESS, HEALTH, SAFETY: The federal government has seized $3.6 million 
from the bank account of a Eugene company involved in an international deal to 
sell $4.5 million in overpriced counterfeit N95 masks during the winter to the state 
of Maine. Federal prosecutors in Maine have filed a lawsuit seeking to force the 
company, Med-Tech Resource LLC, to forfeit the money and reimburse the cost 
of the 1.8 million counterfeit 3M respirators from China. The suit says the state 
had distributed 161,000 of the fake respirators to school nurses, health care 
facilities, and state workers before being notified they were counterfeit. The 
former CEO of Med-Tech, who is now its sales manager, said Monday that the 
company has already agreed to refund the $3.6 million to Maine and will cover the 
remaining $1.2 million. Michael Modrich was convicted of wire fraud in May 2019 
and sentenced to 1-1/2 years in prison for an unrelated wire fraud case that he 
attributed to reporting errors in international trade from 2008 through 2013. 
Modrich said he gave up his shares in the company in 2013. The complaint filed 
in Maine federal court states that Homeland Security agents in Houston, Texas, 
are investigating similar allegations involving Med-Tech that resulted in the 
seizure of more than $1.6 million from the company’s bank account. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: Monday, September 13. That’s the date the University of 
Oregon has set for a return to mostly in-person instruction and activities. Campus 
officials said this week they are evaluating their operational needs to develop 
safety plans for students, faculty, and staff. U-of-O President Michael Schill 
recently announced that faculty, staff and students will be required to be 
vaccinated or receive an exemption prior to the start of Fall Term. UO leaders 
plan to hold more vaccination clinics this spring and ahead of the start of fall 
classes. And yesterday, they encouraged students who live out of the area and 
out of state to be vaccinated in their home communities. / RECREATION, 
BUSINESS, HEALTH, SAFETY: Operators of a popular Oregon attraction hoped 
to reopen this weekend after a rough 14 months. But now, they’re putting those 
plans on hold after a torrent of negative comments and threats about their policy 
requiring masks to keep people safe. There was a lot of excitement among fans 
of The Enchanted Forest, south of Salem, when the family that runs the seasonal 
amusement park began selling passes online for this weekend. The 50-year-old 
attraction was closed most of the past year by the pandemic and to repair 
damage from winter storms. The family also dealt with the deaths of two relatives 
in the Santiam Canyon wildfire. Enchanted Forest planned to require that 
everyone wear masks, for now. They offered visitors the option of voluntarily 
sharing proof of vaccination in order to receive a special bracelet for the day and 
remove their masks. But after posting what they thought would be good news 
about finally reopening on Saturday, operators began receiving angry and 
threatening social media comments, emails, and phone messages. Alarmed by 
what they were hearing and seeing, concerned about the safety of their staff, and 
not wanting young children visiting the park to be exposed to potential 
confrontations and bad behavior, the amusement park’s operators postponed 
their opening and refunded the early Ticket sales. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: No, it is 
not a violation of federal HIPPA laws for you to voluntarily disclose to a business 
that you are fully vaccinated against COVID-19. As masking guidelines have 



begun to ease for those who are immunizing themselves from the virus, lies and 
misinformation have spread on social media, claiming that businesses are 
violating federal health privacy laws should they ask for proof of vaccination of 
customers wishing to go without masks indoors. That’s not what HIPPA, as the 
law is known, does. Rather, it prevents sharing of private health files and 
information among medical providers, insurers, and government entities without 
your permission. But if you wish to enter a private business, there is no law that 
prevents you from voluntarily sharing your vaccination status. That’s your choice. 
And if you choose not to share that information, you still may enter the business 
provided you wear a mask. / SAFETY, BUSINESS: A fire just before the noon 
hour heavily damaged a popular local brewpub. The blaze burned a portion of the 
upper floor and attic of the McMenamin’s High Street Brewery and Café near 12th 
and High. There were no injuries. But there was smoke and water damage 
throughout the structure. Officials are working to determine the cause of the 
blaze. / SPORTS: In the 25-year history of the WNBA, there only have been nine 
triple-doubles: eight in the regular season and one in the playoffs. Last night, 
former Oregon star Sabrina Ionescu made it an even ten. Ionescu scored 26 
points, 12 assists, and 10 rebounds to lead the New York Liberty to an 86-75 win 
over the Minnesota Lynx. It gave the Liberty their first 3-0 start in 14 years and the 
first triple-double in franchise history. Ionescu had an NCAA record 26 triple-
doubles in college. She was last year’s No. 1 pick in the 2020 WNBA draft but 
was sidelined with an ankle injury during her third game. This year, she’s healthy 
and has led her team to three straight wins, which included a game-winning 
buzzer beater in her first home game on Friday. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, 
RECREATION, SAFETY: Planning a boating trip down the McKenzie River this 
season? A reminder from agencies that manage the river and surrounding public 
lands, or are working to clear wildfire debris: The McKenzie not only looks 
different after the Holiday Farm Fire, it flows differently in places and you'll want to 
keep an eye out for debris. Their message: Treat it "as a whole new river." While 
relatively few burned trees have fallen into the river at this time, it is likely that 
dead and dying trees will continually fall and create new obstructions with each 
passing storm, high water event, and even over the next five to eight years to 
come. Officials know that boaters and anglers want to get back up here. But be 
aware that many boat ramps and popular river access sites above Goodpasture 
Covered Bridge were burned in the Holiday Farm Fire. State and county crews 
have been working to reopen prime access spots for boaters as quickly and 
safely as possible. But some access sites will remain closed beyond Memorial 
Day: Ben and Kay Dorris Park suffered major damage and remain closed. 
Boaters launching upstream MUST take out at Silver Creek Landing or Rennie’s 
Landing access sites or they will have to navigate Marten Rapids, a technical 
Class III rapids that can be dangerous. Even if an access site is open, it might 
have limited or no facilities. Fallen trees may also limit mobility. Picnic facilities 
were generally destroyed in these areas. Popular lunch spots, such as Marten 
Rapids Park and Whitewater, may be closed due to unstable banks or hazardous 
trees. Visitors are also reminded to be respectful of residents and private 
property. Do not trespass to access the river, and respect those recovering from 
the September wildfire: Do not photograph destroyed structures or property 
without the owner’s permission. Heavy equipment and work crews are working 
daily to remove hazardous trees and stabilize steep slopes. If you are boating, 



stay out of closed areas and, if possible, move to the far side of the river when 
heavy equipment is working on or near the bank. Online resources are available 
to help boaters with trip planning and finding boat ramps that are open. And 
remember: Conditions can change. Boaters should proceed carefully, as if they 
are navigating a river that is entirely new to them. / TRANSPORTATION: There 
are only two one-way blocks on Eugene’s Willamette Street but they’re about to 
disappear. Starting today, Eugene Public Works crews begin converting the 
stretch of Willamette Street between 18th and 20th Avenues to two-way travel. 
They also will convert two nearby traffic blocks—Oak Street between 20th and 
19th, and 20th between Willamette and Oak—to two-way. The changes cover the 
longtime one-way traffic zone just north of Civic Park. Once the work is complete 
there will be a new traffic signal at 18th and Willamette; improved sidewalk ramps; 
and bicycle lanes will be moved off Oak Street so that riders in both directions will 
use a route on Willamette Street. The work will be complete in July. ; Much-
needed improvement work begins tomorrow on a stretch of Springfield’s 42nd 
Street. Public Works crews begin a big pavement overlay project on 42nd 
between Main Street and the entrance to international Paper. Crews also will add 
new sidewalk ramps to meet ADA standards. If you’re traveling through the area, 
keep an eye out for workers and expect minor traffic delays. Work will be 
completed by the end of September. The project is being funded by Springfield 
voters, who in 2018 approved a five-year, $10 million bond package to pay for 
priority street repairs. Other work this summer includes: Thurston Road between 
58th Street and 69th Street; High Banks Road and 58th Street to Thurston Road; 
and Mohawk Boulevard and Olympic Streets. / SAFETY: Oregon State Police 
yesterday released the Eugene man who died Sunday night in a crash on 
northbound Interstate 5 about one mile before the Harrisburg exit. Investigators 
say the Honda Civic driven by 33-year-old Bradley Letsom was the subject of 
several poor complaints. State Police troopers were heading for the stretch of 
freeway when the vehicle reportedly turned around and began heading south in 
the northbound lanes. It struck a semi-truck. Letsom died at the scene. The truck 
driver was uninjured. / RECREATION: A nice honor for Central Oregon’s High 
Desert Museum. It is one of six recipients of the National Medal for Museum and 
Library Service. It recognizes a facility’s significant contribution to its community. 
The High Desert Museum opened almost 40 years ago and is the only museum in 
the nation devoted to the exploration of the region that spans portions of eight 
states. The Museum offers a mix of indoor and outdoor exhibits focusing on 
history and natural history. It also has quality educational programs for nearby 
schools. /  
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UTILITIES, COMMUNITY: Power has been restored to 4,000 homes and 
businesses after a big outage this morning triggered by a transformer fire at the 
Springfield Utility Board’s substation at South A and 17th Streets. The cause of 
the fire is being investigated. No one was injured. Utility officials say if your power 
is still out, try resetting your breakers. If that doesn't fix the issue, give SUB a call 
at 541-746-8451. / ECONOMY, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: The word 
“stunning” was used a lot yesterday in Salem. Fueled by last year’s massive 
federal stimulus programs, which helped keep many Oregon businesses and their 
workers afloat, the state took in more tax revenue than was forecasted during the 
past 14 months—close to $1.2 (b)billion more this biennium. The news means 
state lawmakers will be able to close a big budget hole created at the start of the 
pandemic. And Oregon taxpayers could see money coming back through 
Oregon’s unique “kicker” rebate next year. The revenue forecast says it comes 
after $12 (b)billion in direct federal aid, coupled with another $12 (b)billion in 
unemployment insurance benefits and $10 (b)billion in Paycheck Protection 
Program loans and grants. The funds, delivered through a series of federal 
stimulus packages, made it possible for many businesses to stay open and 
continue paying taxes. They also provided a bonus to Oregonians, many of whom 
also received enhanced federal unemployment benefits. Now, state lawmakers 
must decide how best to spend the additional revenues and how much to save for 
any future economic downturn. That might include more aid to struggling 
Oregonians and business and increased funding for schools. The state revenue 
analysis finds that incomes in Oregon are 20 percent higher than before the 
pandemic hit. But once federal aid eases and things like rental and foreclosure 
moratoriums expire, economists warn there could be some bumpy economic 
times ahead. / HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Oregon 
Governor Kate Brown has signed a measure into law that gives tenants facing 
financial struggles during the pandemic more time to pay their past-due rent. 
Struggling renters now have until the end of February 2022, to pay back rent. The 
previous deadline was the end of July. But the new law does not forgive back 
rent. And Oregon's eviction moratorium still will expire at the end of June. The bill 
extends the grace period for repayment of back rent accrued between April of last 
year and June of this year. Renters are still encouraged to keep up on their rents 
and repayment as much as they can as soon as possible. Tenants may still be 
evicted for things like criminal offenses or damage to rental properties. ; Oregon 



lawmakers yesterday finalized a measure reinstating a moratorium on 
foreclosures. The bill, which now heads to the governor for her signature, applies 
to homeowners experiencing pandemic-related financial hardships. It is 
retroactive to the end of December, when the previous moratorium expired, and 
allows qualifying homeowners to pause or reduce their mortgage payments at 
least through June 30. The moratorium could be extended until the end of the 
year if the governor lengthens the statewide emergency period. Homeowners with 
federally backed mortgages are already protected by a federal moratorium on 
foreclosures, which is in place through the end of June. But close to one-third of 
mortgages are not backed by federal agencies. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report the bill would not protect commercial property owners. Oregonians who 
own more than five properties, or properties with more than four housing units, 
also would not be covered. Reporter Jamie Goldberg notes that Oregon is also 
receiving more than $90 million in federal assistance from the latest federal relief 
bill to help struggling homeowners pay their mortgage, home insurance and utility 
bills. / EMPLOYMENT, GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: To keep people safe, state 
officials for much of the past year waived the requirement that unemployed 
workers conduct a weekly job search to receive their benefits. That allowed 
applicants to stay home to shelter from possible exposure to the coronavirus and 
still qualify for benefits. But that program is ending soon. Oregon Employment 
Department Interim Director David Gerstenfeld says with most businesses 
reopening and COVID-19 case numbers easing, it’s time for those collecting 
benefits to return to the active job hunt. The state will resume enforcing its job-
search requirements during the next two months. In remarks to the media, 
Gerstenfeld said yesterday that many Oregon businesses are having difficulty 
finding qualified workers. He acknowledges that some people still will be unable 
to work because they continue to deal with childcare challenges or have health 
conditions that make them especially vulnerable to the effects of the virus. But 
even with the gradual return of the job-search requirement, Oregon plans to 
continue paying a $300 per week in additional federal benefits to those who 
qualify for state unemployment payments. Some states have said they will stop 
paying that benefit in the next few weeks in hopes it will increase the number of 
applicants for job openings. ; State employment officials reported this week that 
Oregon’s jobless rate remained at 6.0 percent in April. That’s still well above the 
pre-pandemic rate of 3.5 percent, but less than half the 13.5 percent numbers 
recorded last spring. Analysts with the Oregon Employment Department said 
hiring slowed in April, growing only by a net 2,200 jobs. For the first three months 
of this year, employment growth averaged 14,000 per month. Part of that gain 
came as many businesses expanded their reopenings during the first quarter of 
the year. Some of the most recent hiring gains were in the Government and in the 
Leisure 7 Hospitality sectors. ; Twelve years after the effort began, Oregon is one 
step closer to upgrading the obsolete computer system that pays jobless benefits. 
Officials with the Oregon Employment Department said yesterday the 
improvements will begin in July. The Oregon Employment Department struggled 
during the early months of the pandemic to review and process record numbers of 
jobless claims. Oregon was among the slowest in the nation at paying those initial 
jobless benefits, with laid-off workers frequently waiting weeks and often months 
for aid. The aging computer system was among the major stumbling blocks. In 
2009, Oregon received $86 million from the federal government to begin the 



technology upgrade. But the project repeatedly stalled. When the pandemic hit, 
programmers struggled to update software programs to handle the new federal 
unemployment assistance programs. Last fall, a Colorado company, Fast 
Enterprises, was selected to handle the project. But the overhaul won’t happen 
overnight: Employment Department officials say the new system will not be fully in 
place until 2024. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health yesterday received 
reports of 21 new COVID-19 cases. Officials say 23 local patients remain 
hospitalized. Five are in intensive care but none are on ventilators. The number of 
people who are infectious in Lane County has dropped to 168. But hundreds 
more remain under monitoring because they were exposed to someone who later 
tested positive for COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 
394 new COVID-19 cases and seven additional deaths. Analysts say the state 
recorded more than 4,100 new cases of COVID-19 last week. That was a 16 
percent decrease from the week before, but hospitalizations and deaths rose. 
Nationwide, the pandemic has sickened more than 33.0 million Americans and 
killed more than 587,000. / LAW ENFORCEMENT: Longtime Springfield Police 
Chief Richard Lewis is retiring, effective June 1. Lewis has been on paid leave 
since March as part of an administrative investigation. City officials have not 
revealed details of that investigation. Andrew Shearer, whose resume includes 
time as an assistant chief of police in Portland, has been appointed as interim 
Springfield chief. He will be sworn in on Monday. / POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: 
Five eastern Oregon counties this week voted to considering becoming part of 
Idaho. Baker, Grant, Lake, Malheur and Sherman counties joined Union and 
Jefferson, who had taken earlier, similar votes. The county advisory measures 
call for their officials to study or promote joining Idaho. That said, the chances of 
the counties joining Idaho are slim because such changes would require approval 
by both the Oregon and Idaho legislatures as well as Congress. The effort is 
backed by the group Move Oregon's Border for a Greater Idaho. It has gained 
traction in a number of mostly rural eastern and southern Oregon counties -- plus 
a few counties in northern California. Supporters argue they would be better 
served by Idaho's more conservative politics. /   

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
05/21/21 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION: A number of other states are offering 
incentives in an effort to persuade more residents to be vaccinated against 
COVID-19. The Oregonian and OregonLive report our state officials are 
considering something similar. Governor Kate Brown and at least one official from 
the Oregon Lottery have a media briefing scheduled for later today. They might 
be preparing to announce a drawing or series of drawings offering cash prizes to 
those who have been vaccinated. There is a discussion item about a “Vaccination 
incentive game” that was added in the past 24 hours to today’s meeting agenda 
for the Oregon Lottery Commission. The state of Ohio began a similar promotion 
earlier this month, offering $1 million weekly cash prizes for five weeks to boost 
vaccination rates and community protection. Maine is offering things like free 
baseball tickets or free hunting and fishing licenses. New York has pop-up 
vaccination sites in subway stations where people can receive free transit cards. 
In Illinois, the offerings include free passes to the Six Flags Great America theme 
park. It comes as across the country and here in Oregon vaccination numbers 
have slowed as infection rates have eased. But health experts say now is not the 
time to let our guard down. They say widespread vaccination is the way to 
prevent the evolution of more contagious coronavirus variants. Nationwide, the 
pandemic has sickened more than 33.0 million Americans and killed more than 
588,000—more than 2,000 of those this week alone.; The University of Oregon is 
offering some incentives for its students to be vaccinated against the coronavirus. 
Those who schedule an appointment next Thursday at the Matthew Knight Arena 
for a single dose of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine will receive a $5 Dutch Bros. 
gift card. The U-of-O is working to encourage all students who live in the area or 
in campus residence halls to be vaccinated now. Proof of vaccination will be 
required for students to return to campus on Fall Term unless they qualify for an 
exemption. / HEALTH: More free, drop-in COVID-19 vaccination clinics are set for 
today, Saturday, and Sunday in Lane County. Most are open to anyone ages 12 
and older. Youth ages 12, 13, and 14 will need to be accompanied by a parent or 
legal guardian or have one of those adults fill out a signed copy of a consent form 
that may be downloaded from Lane County’s vaccination clinic webpage. Today’s 
clinics include: One this afternoon in the parking lot of Eugene’s Autzen Stadium. 
It runs from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Another one takes place today from 4:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. at North Eugene High School, located at 200 Silver Lane in Eugene. 
On Saturday, three more free drop-in clinics are scheduled: Saturday, May 22 



from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the parking lot at Eugene’s Autzen Stadium. 
Saturday, May 22 from noon to 8:00 p.m. at Harrison Elementary, located at 1000 
Taylor Avenue in Cottage Grove. Saturday, May 22 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 
the Lane Events Center in Eugene. At this clinic, doses of the Moderna vaccine 
are being offered. That vaccine is currently approved only for those ages 18 and 
older. There is another clinic on Sunday in Eugene: Sunday, May 23 from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Autzen Stadium. It is available to those ages 12 and older. 
Again, these are free, drop-in clinics that should take only about 30 minutes after 
you arrive. No appointment is needed. However, if you wish to schedule an 
appointment for an even faster experience, go online to Lane County’s COVID-19 
vaccination clinic page at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics Other vaccination 
opportunities are available through local health care partners, including many 
medical practices, clinics, non-profit organizations, and pharmacies. ; Lane 
County Public Health yesterday received reports of 35 new COVID-19 cases. 
Officials say 19 local patients remain hospitalized. Six are in intensive care but 
none are on ventilators. The number of people who are infectious in Lane County 
has dropped to 158. But hundreds more remain under monitoring because they 
were exposed to someone who later tested positive for COVID-19. The Oregon 
Health Authority yesterday reported 603 new COVID-19 cases and five additional 
deaths. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, SAFETY, UTILITIES: The next time hot, dry 
east winds whip across the Cascades and down forested valleys, residents in 
some parts of the state might see their power shut off to protect them from 
destructive wildfires like the ones that broke out over Labor Day in Western 
Oregon. The Oregon Public Utility Commission this week adopted temporary 
rules to help larger electrical providers determine when and how to institute what 
are known as “preemptive blackouts.” The power shutoffs have been used in 
recent years in California to reduce the risk of winds bringing down power lines 
and sparking runaway blazes. Residents and businesses usually have anywhere 
from one day to a few hours’ notice so they may prepare. These temporary rules 
outline not only how they would conduct preemptive blackouts but how quickly 
investor-owned utilities such as Portland General Electric, PacifiCorp and Idaho 
Power would need to file reports with state regulators if their equipment is 
suspected of sparking a blaze. Oregon is preparing for its earliest wildfire season 
in 40 years as much of the state experiences early drought. Last year’s wildfires 
burned close to one million acres, destroyed thousands of homes and 
businesses, and left nine people dead. Several Oregon utilities, including Lane 
Electric and the Eugene Water and Electric Board, are facing lawsuits alleging 
negligence because they failed to de-energize their lines over Labor Day amid 
forecasts of critical fire danger and a historic east wind event. While the cause of 
the Holiday Farm Fire has not been determined, dry and windy weather 
conditions helped feed the massive blazes that ignited around the state that day. / 
SAFETY: One man was injured after a small plane crashed yesterday morning 
into an agricultural field near Green Hill Road and Meadowview Road north of 
Eugene Airport. Witnesses called 911 after seeing the crash. The Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office, Lane Fire Authority, and a number of other agencies responded. 
Because of the height of the grasses in the fields, first responders used a drone to 
make sure there were no additional victims. Investigators with the Federal 
Aviation Administration will work to determine why the Cessna aircraft went down. 
The identity of the person who was onboard the small plane has not been 



released, nor the extent of their injuries. / RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: For 
those planning late spring and summer trips, a reminder that starting next Friday 
and continuing through late September, wilderness permits are required for all 
overnight use in the Mt. Jefferson, Mt. Washington, and Three Sisters wilderness 
areas. Day-use permits are required on 19 of the 79 trails into those same three 
wildernesses. There are some exceptions for Pacific Crest Trail thru-hikers, 
volunteers, and hunters. The “Central Cascades Wildernesses limited-entry 
system” is designed to ensure the wilderness looks and feels like wilderness. 
Some reservations were made available in early April. But beginning this morning 
at 7 a.m., the majority of permits become reservable at Recreation.gov for what is 
known as a “7-day rolling window.” According to officials with the Willamette and 
Deschutes National Forests: The majority of overnight permits (60 percent) and 
day use permits (50-80 percent) will be available through the 7-day rolling window 
permit reservation. The 7-day rolling window releases permits daily, for trips 
starting in 7 days. For example, if you want to go on a hike on July 8, permits for 
that day become available at 7 a.m. on July 1. With the permit season beginning 
on May 28, permits become available tomorrow. Permits within a period of 7-days 
out will become available every day at 7 a.m. following tomorrow morning. For 
overnight trips, only the start date of a trip needs to be within the 7 days. For 
example, for an overnight trip starting July 8, you can reserve your permit for the 
entire trip starting July 1. Once you select July 8 as the start date, the calendar 
will make the next 14 days available for you to reserve as part of that trip. To find 
the permits put Central Cascades Wilderness into the search bar on 
Recreation.gov and all permit options for day-use or overnight use will show. 
There is a $1.00 processing charge for day-use permits per individual and a $6.00 
processing charge for overnight-use permits per group. An overnight group can 
be from 1 to 12 people. People should read information on the site carefully and 
note that for overnight trips every day you want in the wilderness must be clicked 
before buying the permit, like making hotel reservations on-line. All reservations 
must be made through Recreation.gov either on-line, by calling (877) 444-6777 or 
TDD Line at 877-833-6777. People may go to a Willamette or Deschutes National 
Forests office to reserve a permit. However, currently Forest Service offices are 
closed due to COVID-19 and people should call an office ahead of going. For 
more information about the permit system and planning a wilderness trip, people 
should go to: https://bit.ly/2Pl8jtT ; The trout fishing season opens Saturday 
morning on many Western Oregon streams. Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife crews this week were scheduled to stock some popular spots with plenty 
of hungry hatchery fish. Among the locations on the McKenzie: 1,000 in Leaburg 
Lake and another 2,000 in the river above Leaburg Dam. There were 1,000 set 
aside for Blue River, another 2,000 in Blue River Reservoir. On the Coast Fork of 
the Willamette River, crews planned to add 1,000 young trout, plus 1,300 on Fall 
Creek. And talk about a lot of fish! The stocking schedule called for 1,500 to be 
stocked this week at Junction City Pond and more than 1,900 at Eugene’s Alton 
Baker Canal. The Alton Baker listing included 200 trophy-sized trout. The Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife has resources to help you plan your fishing trip at 
https://myodfw.com/fishing / SAFETY: Eugene Police yesterday released the 
names of the two people who died early Monday morning in a car crash West 
18th Avenue near Parliament Street. Investigators say the 21-year-olds, Jhon 
Davies Jensen and Lucia Jesala Regalado-Rubio, were in the passenger ca that 



struck a tree and caught on fire. The cause of the crash is under 
investigation. Anyone with information is encouraged to call Eugene Police at 
541-682-5111. /  
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SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: It is a remarkable tale of survival. After 17 nights in 
the wilderness, a 69-year-old Roseburg man has been found alive in a remote, 
mountainous part of eastern Douglas County. Harry Burleigh was located and 
rescued by Search and Rescue crews. Members of those crews say they never 
gave up hope. Burleigh was reported missing on Friday, May 7, after he failed to 
return home from a camping trip. His vehicle was located a day later at a trailhead 
which leads into Douglas County’s Twin Lakes area. One week ago, searchers 
located a makeshift shelter and tackle box belonging to Burleigh in the Calf Creek 
area. It was believed that Burleigh, a fisherman, attempted to walk into the lakes 
to fish before heading home. Yesterday, Douglas County Search and Rescue 
conducted another mission in the Calf Creek area and mid-afternoon spotted a 
makeshift shelter. The search crews called for him and Burleigh answered. 
Rescuers say he was walking and complaining of minor pain but was in stable 
condition. A Brim Aviation helicopter was utilized to hoist and transport him to a 
waiting LifeFlight helicopter, which then flew him to a hospital for evaluation. 
During the 17-day search, search teams and other specialists from across 
Oregon and Northern California assisted in the search. We still don’t have any 
details about how Burleigh stayed alive all that time. But search and rescue 
leaders remind you to always be prepared when heading into the mountains and 
other outdoor areas. Carry at least a day pack containing essentials. While those 
items might vary based on where you’re headed and the time of year, they should 
include things like extra clothing, food, and water; a map, compass, GPS, 
personal locator beacon, or other navigation devices; a headlight or flashlight, 
means of starting a fire, a knife, and basic shelter—even if it’s just a tarp or a 
large plastic garbage bag you can use to protect yourself from the elements; as 
well as sunglasses, sunscreen, and first-aid supplies. / EVENTS: Someone in 
Pennsylvania won the $516 million jackpot in Friday’s MegaMillions lottery 
drawing. The winner matched the six white ball numbers. 6-9-17-18 and 48 as 
well as the gold mega ball 8. The Mega Millions jackpot run started on February 
19. The jackpot now resets to $20 million for Tuesday’s drawing.  / SPORTS: 
Briefly in sports: Former Oregon basketball stars Sabrina Ionescu and Ruthy 
Hebard both had double-doubles Sunday in the New York Liberty's 93-85 WNBA 
win over the Chicago Sky. Ionescu made 7 of 13 from the field and hit five of New 
York's franchise record-tying 14 3-pointers. Ionescu's 12 assists were a career 
high and one off the single-game Liberty record. ; The Eugene Ems defeated the 



Tri-City Dust Devils 3-2 on the road yesterday. The Ems return home for a six-
game series hosting Spokane that begins Tuesday at Eugene’s PK Park. ; The 
season came to an end yesterday for the Oregon Women’s Softball team as the 
team lost to Texas in its NCAA Regional final in Austin, 3-2. ; The Oregon 
Baseball team lost to Stanford 8-5 in 12 innings at PK Park. The Ducks open their 
final series of the regular season on Thursday at Cal. ; The Oregon State 
Baseball Squad lost to Arizona, 6-5, in Corvallis. The Beavs travel to Stanford on 
Thursday for a three-game series. ; The Oregon Women’s Golf team is moving to 
the final round of stroke play later this morning at the NCAA Championships and 
is in 10th place. / SAFETY: Eugene Police over the weekend released the name 
of the worker who died in an industrial accident Friday afternoon outside the 
building housing Kelly Middle School and Yujin Gakuen (say: Eugene GAW’-koo-
when’)—the Japanese Immersion School—on Howard Avenue, off River Road. 
Police say the victim was 50-year-old Bradley Leroy Anderson of Creswell. / 
CRIME: A 21-year-old Eugene man is facing Assault charges in connection with 
shooting a woman, leaving her with life-threatening injuries. It happened early 
Saturday morning at a residence on Commons Drive, off Garden Way. Police say 
the suspect, Anthony Michael David Baker, was arrested later in the morning in 
Springfield. / SAFETY: Eugene Springfield Fire Crews responded to a house fire 
in the 2500 block of Oak Street in Eugene Saturday night.  Arriving crews found a 
fire on the 2nd floor of the home, all residents and pets were able to escape 
unharmed.  The cause of the fire is under investigation. / HEALTH. 
GOVERNMENT: Oregon officials are betting that the desire to win $1 million in a 
lottery will boost the percentage of residents who are vaccinated against the 
coronavirus. With only half of the people living in Oregon either fully or partially 
vaccinated, Oregon Lottery officials approved a plan Friday to hold a lottery in 
which those who have been vaccinated by June 27 will be eligible. If Oregonians 
have received at least a first dose of Pfizer, Moderna, or Johnson & Johnson, 
they are automatically entered to win through the state’s vaccine database. Other 
states are also trying the tactic, including New York, Maryland and Ohio. ; If 
you’re age 18 or older and have already received at least one dose of COVID-19 
vaccine, you’re already in the running for a $1 million prize in the “Take Your Shot 
Oregon” lottery. If you’re 18 and older and receive your first dose by June 27 
you’ll also be entered. Youth ages 12-17 who have received at least one 
vaccination dose will be entered in a drawing for one of five $100,000 Oregon 
College Savings Plan accounts. And one resident (age 18 and older) in each of 
Oregon’s 36 counties will win $10,000. You don’t have to take any additional 
steps to be eligible: You’re automatically entered once you have at least that first 
vaccination dose. State leaders on Friday announced the contest, part of a new 
push to encourage at least 250,000 more Oregonians to be vaccinated against 
COVID-19 and continue the drive toward community immunity. The drawing on 
June 28 will be managed by the Oregon Lottery but the prize money is coming 
from federal stimulus funds dedicated to encouraging vaccination against COVID-
19. Want to be vaccinated? More free, drop-in COVID-19 vaccination clinics are 
set for this week. They are offering the Pfizer vaccine and are open to anyone 
ages 12 and older. Youth ages 12, 13, and 14 will need to be accompanied by a 
parent or legal guardian or have one of those adults fill out a signed copy of a 
consent form that may be downloaded from Lane County’s vaccination clinic 
webpage. Today’s clinics takes place in the parking lot of Eugene’s Autzen 



Stadium and runs from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Again, these are free, drop-in 
clinics that should take only about 30 minutes after you arrive. No appointment is 
needed. However, if you wish to schedule an appointment for an even faster 
experience, go online to Lane County’s COVID-19 vaccination clinic page at 
www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics Other vaccination opportunities are available 
through local health care partners, including many medical practices, clinics, non-
profit organizations, and pharmacies. / HEALTH: More than 200,000 Lane County 
residents have received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine during the past 
six months—including roughly 62 percent of the adult population ages 16 and 
older. It comes as Lane County inches toward the 65 percent first-dose 
vaccination threshold that would lead to an easing of local COVID-19 restrictions 
on businesses and gatherings that would move us into the state’s Low-Risk 
category. On Friday, officials with Lane County Public Health said we could reach 
that goal if slightly more than 10,000 residents received their first dose of COVID-
19 vaccine. Oregon’s vaccination numbers also slowly continue to grow. More 
than 2.1 (m)million resident shave received at least their first dose of vaccine and, 
of those, more than 1.7 million are considered fully vaccinated. ; There has been 
a slowing in COVID-19 cases across Oregon but still far too many infections. The 
Oregon Health Authority over the weekend announced a combined more than 
1,000 new cases and 12 additional deaths. On Friday, state officials announced 
the death of a 70-year-old Lane County man. He had been hospitalized and died 
on Tuesday after receiving a positive test three-and-a-half weeks earlier. That 
puts our local pandemic-related death toll at 150. Statewide, 2,622 Oregonians 
have died from complications of COVID-19. More than 198,000 have tested 
positive for the coronavirus. More than 33 (m)million Americans have contracted 
COVID-19 during the past 14 months and more than 589,000 have died. ; New 
coronavirus cases across the United States have tumbled to rates not seen since 
June last year. It’s sparking optimism that vaccination campaigns are stemming 
both severe COVID-19 cases and the spread of the virus. As cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths steadily dropped this week, life in America has largely 
resumed. Health experts credit the rollout of vaccines to a dramatic turnaround 
since January. But they also cautioned that not enough Americans have been 
vaccinated to completely extinguish the virus. President Joe Biden is trying to 
convince people to sign up for shots by hitting on an upbeat message that 
vaccines offer a return to normal life. ; Even as the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention moved earlier this month to ease indoor mask-wearing 
guidance for fully vaccinated people, some states like Oregon and Washington 
are still holding on to certain longtime coronavirus restrictions. While Northwest 
states are adapting the new federal mask guidance, they are maintaining indoor 
capacity restrictions, likely through the end of June. Officials in Oregon are split, 
some insisting life will soon feel like how it did in 2019, but first more people need 
to get vaccinated. And others say restrictions have lasted far too long and people 
are exhausted. / HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Another 
round of rent assistance is available through Lane County. The application 
window is open through tomorrow evening. A link to the online application and 
information phone line are posted at  www.LaneCounty.org/RENT Applicants 
must be a renter living in Lane County; have income at or below 80 percent of the 
Area Median Income; and have experienced a loss of income due to COVID-19 
related factors, been impacted by business closure due to COVID-19, or 



experienced financial hardship due to COVID-19. Applications will be prioritized 
based on income, unemployment history and need. Lane County is working with 
community partners who will contact selected tenants and collect additional 
information and eligibility documentation. Utility assistance is also available to 
renters through this program. Visit www.LaneCounty.org/RENT before 5 pm, May 
25. Tenants can fill out an online application or can be assisted in filling out a form 
over the phone at 541-682-3776. You also may sign up to be notified of future 
rent assistance opportunities. / TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH: Service was cut 
drastically during the early months of the pandemic. But now, ridership is 
returning as more people are vaccinated. And the Amtrak Cascades trains are 
restoring a second daily trip between Eugene and Seattle. Effective today, trains 
leave Eugene weekdays at 5:30 a.m. and 4:40 p.m. During the pandemic, that 
early-morning train had been replaced by a bus. Return trains from Seattle and 
Portland arrive in Eugene at 12:20 p.m. and 8:40 p.m. There also are some 
Amtrak buses between Eugene, Portland, and Seattle daily. Schedules for the 
trains and buses are slightly different on weekends. Oregon Congressman Peter 
DeFazio, who chairs the House Transportation Committee, helped secure 
additional funding for the nation’s passenger railroad in the most recent federal 
stimulus act. The money is helping to pay for Amtrak service restoration across 
the country. The Amtrak Cascades stops at five cities in Oregon and seven in 
Washington. Officials say in a few months they hope to return to their full pre-
pandemic schedule. Amtrak’s long-distance trains—the Coast Starlight and the 
Empire Builder—today are resuming their daily service. The Coast Starlight stops 
in Eugene on its West Coast run between Los Angeles and Seattle. The Empire 
Builder originates in Portland Seattle and heads across the northern tier of states 
to Chicago. All Amtrak Cascades trains currently operate at 50 percent seating 
capacity to allow for physical distancing, with strict cleaning protocols and federal 
mask requirements still in place. Bistro car service is returning to all trains this 
week, with food and beverages available for purchase using debit or credit cards. 
Train trips between Seattle and Vancouver, British Columbia will resume when 
the Canadian border reopens. In the meantime, daily buses carry passengers in 
both directions between Seattle and Bellingham. Passengers can book tickets at 
Amtrak Cascades www.AmtrakCascades.com /  
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ENVIRONMENT, EVENTS: The moon is putting on a show tomorrow morning 
with a total lunar eclipse. Wednesday's eclipse is the first in more than two years 
and coincides with a supermoon. The “super blood red moon” will be visible 
across the western half of North America, including here in Oregon if the skies are 
clear. The entire show will last five hours, beginning a bit before 2:00 a.m., as 
Earth's shadow gradually covers the moon then starts to ebb. But the best 
viewing comes during the peak of totality: It begins at 4:11 a.m. and lasts for 14 
minutes. The last part of the eclipse will still be underway as the moon sets a bit 
after 5:30 a.m. Lunar eclipses happen when the Earth passes directly between 
the moon and the sun, casting its shadow across the moon. / HEALTH: More than 
200,000 Lane County residents have received at least one dose of COVID-19 
vaccine during the past six months—including roughly 62 percent of the adult 
population ages 16 and older. It comes as Lane County inches toward the 65 
percent first-dose vaccination threshold that would lead to an easing of local 
COVID-19 restrictions on businesses and gatherings that would move us into the 
state’s Low-Risk category. Want to be vaccinated? More free, drop-in COVID-19 
vaccination clinics are set for this week. Today’s clinic takes place in the parking 
lot of Eugene’s Autzen Stadium and runs daily through Friday from 3:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. The clinic is offering doses of the Pfizer vaccine and is open to anyone 
ages 12 and older. Youth ages 12, 13, and 14 will need to be accompanied by a 
parent or legal guardian or have one of those adults fill out a signed copy of a 
consent form that may be downloaded from Lane County’s vaccination clinic 
webpage. Other vaccination opportunities are available through local health care 
partners, including many medical practices, clinics, non-profit organizations, and 
pharmacies. ; Lane County’s COVID-19 infection numbers continue to slowly 
ease, but there were still a combined 86 newly reported cases since Saturday, 
according to Lane County Public Health. Eighteen patients remain hospitalized, 
four of those in intensive care with one on a ventilator. Our local death toll stands 
at 150. County health officials say 156 residents remain infectious. The Oregon 
Health Authority yesterday reported 284 new cases and 2 additional deaths. 
Statewide, 2,624 Oregonians have died from complications of COVID-19. Close 
to 199,000 (198.972) have tested positive for the coronavirus. More than 33.1 
million Americans have contracted COVID-19 during the past 14 months and 
more than 590,000 have died. / EMPLOYMEMT. GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: If 
you are an Oregonian who is receiving regular unemployment benefits, you must 



begin an active job search by the end of July to continue getting those weekly 
payments. Officials with the Oregon Employment Department waived the job 
search requirement during the past 14 months, as businesses shut down during 
the pandemic and people were urged to stay home to avoid spreading the virus. 
But state officials announced last week that benefits recipients soon would have 
to document their active work search when they make their weekly filings. It 
comes as many Oregon employers say they are facing a labor shortage. Oregon 
Employment officials say a first batch of 35,000 workers are receiving notices this 
week indicating they need to register online with the state’s iMatchSkills program, 
which matches their qualifications with current job openings on file with the state. 
Other groups of unemployed workers will be notified in the coming weeks. In all, 
close to 220,000 claimants must register with iMatchSkills, but the state is 
spreading out the batches of registrants across five weeks to avoid overloading 
the online system. On July 6, the employment department says its WorkSource 
offices will reopen to help workers find a job. And by July 31, people receiving 
regular jobless benefits must demonstrate they’re looking for work in each week 
they claim benefits. Self-employed workers and contractors receiving benefits 
through the new Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program do not have to 
register yet, and there’s no deadline for them to start their work search. The state 
says it will set a timeline for them soon. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: 
State officials say Portland’s Multnomah County has achieved a 65 percent 
vaccination rate among adults ages 16 and older, which is moving it to the state’s 
Low-Risk category of COVID-19 restrictions. As the Portland Trail Blazers 
continue their run in the NBA Western Conference Playoff, Governor Kate Brown 
announced on Monday that the Moda Center will begin offering seating sections 
this week where fully vaccinated fans will not need to wear a mask or physically 
distance. Fans in vaccinated sections, who are 16 or older, must provide proof 
that they have been fully vaccinated. Fans not eligible for the sections without 
restrictions will sit in areas where they must continue to wear a mask and 
physically distance. Brown also announced that businesses, venues and faith 
institutions in "lower risk" counties may follow suit in Multnomah and other 
counties to create vaccinated sections.  / HEALTH, EDUCATION: A COVID-19 
outbreak at a central Oregon high school has prompted school officials to send 
students back to online learning for nearly two weeks. The Bulletin reports as of 
Friday afternoon, 15 staff members and students from La Pine High School had 
been diagnosed with COVID-19. A letter sent to families Friday by interim 
principal Anne-Marie Schmidt says that resulted in quarantine for nearly half the 
students and staff. She says the quarantine resulted in many classes taught by 
substitutes, and some students becoming nervous about getting sick. The overall 
vaccination rate in the La Pine area zip code is fairly low at 42.5 percent, 
according to the Oregon Health Authority. / LAW ENFORCEMENT: Springfield’s 
new interim police chief was sworn in yesterday. Andrew Shearer began his 
policing career close to 30 years ago in Portland, working in a variety of roles 
from neighborhood policing to overseeing the Investigative Branch and other key 
divisions, and becoming assistant police chief. Springfield officials say his 
leadership style is collaborative, inclusive, and focuses on community 
partnerships. Shearer replaces longtime Springfield Chief Richard Lewis, who is 
retiring June 1 after 38 years with the department. Lewis has been on paid leave 
since March as part of an administrative investigation. Springfield officials have 



not revealed details of that investigation. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, 
ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: As bad as conditions were in last year’s record-
shattering fire season, the western U.S. is starting this year’s in even worse 
shape. The soil is record-dry for this time of year. And across much of the region, 
the plants that fuel fires are also the driest scientists have seen, leaving it primed 
to ignite. Climate scientists say the megadrought of more than 20 years is making 
conditions that lead to fire even more dangerous. And the Western drought is 
deepening week by week. Experts say key factors going into fire season are soil 
and plant wetness: One noted climate and fire scientist has calculated that the 
soil in the western half of the nation is the driest it has been since 1895. Another 
says when you add to that the sun’s energy, which removes water from plants 
and soil and—when they are already dry—makes the air hotter, it creates a sort of 
feedback loop. One forest specialist says those drier conditions also lead to 
things like beetle infestations that further weaken and kill trees, adding to the 
potentially flammable landscape. The scientists say human-caused climate 
change and decades of fire suppression also have increased fuel loads and are 
aggravating fire conditions across the West. For firefighting crews, it poses huge 
logistical and safety problems. Fast-moving fires in recent years have sparked 
and spread so quickly it’s been a challenge for crews to establish fire lines and 
stop the spread of the massive blazes. ; The water crisis along the Oregon-
California border went from dire to catastrophic this week as federal regulators 
shut off irrigation water to farmers from a critical reservoir and said they would not 
send extra water to dying salmon downstream or to a half-dozen wildlife refuges 
that harbor millions of migrating birds each year. It is the latest development 
during a severe drought that is creating a water crisis not seen in more than a 
century for farmers and federally protected fish and wildlife in the region. For the 
first time in the 114-year history of the massive Klamath Reclamation Project’s 
irrigation system, managers with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation says they will 
not release water into the main canal that feeds the bulk of the massive water 
system. The agency announced last month that hundreds of irrigators would get 
dramatically less water than usual, but a worsening drought picture means water 
will be completely shut off instead. Bureau managers say they also will not 
release added water to boost levels in the lower Klamath River. The river is key to 
the survival of Coho salmon, which are listed as threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act. In better water years the pulses of water help keep the 
river cool and turbulent — conditions that help the fragile species. The fish are 
central to the diet and culture of the Yurok Tribe, California's largest federally 
recognized tribe. The tribe said this week that low flows from drought and from 
previous mismanagement of the river by the federal agency is causing another 
big die-off of juvenile salmon from a disease that flourishes when water levels are 
low. Yurok fish biologists who have been testing the baby salmon in the lower 
Klamath River are finding that 70 percent of the fish are already dead in the traps 
used to collect them and 97 percent are infected by the parasite. That could 
impact Klamath fish runs for many years to come. According to federal monitoring 
reports, the entire region is in extreme or exceptional drought, and Oregon's 
Klamath County is experiencing its driest year in 127 years. Oregon and 
California’s governors have declared drought emergencies in the region, and the 
Bureau of Reclamation has set aside $15 million in immediate aid for irrigators. 
Another $10 million will be available for drought assistance from the U.S. 



Department of Agriculture. One major canal, a key part of the federally operated 
Klamath Reclamation Project, funnels Klamath River water from the Upper 
Klamath Lake just north of the Oregon-California border to more than 130,000 
acres where generations of ranchers and farmers have grown hay, alfalfa and 
potatoes and grazed cattle. The Klamath Water Users Association said in a 
statement that only one irrigation district within the 200,000-acre project will 
receive any water from the Klamath River system this growing season, and it will 
have a severely limited supply. Some other farmers rely on water from a different 
river, but they will also have a limited supply. The situation has dire economic 
implications for many family farms and rural communities. Irrigators reacted with 
disbelief as the news of a water shut-off in the canals spread. Farmers reported 
they are already seeing dust storms that obscure vision for up to 100 yards and 
are worried about their wells running dry. About 30 protesters showed up 
Thursday at the head gates of the main dam to protest the shut-off and ask the 
irrigation district to defy federal orders and divert the water. The Herald and News 
reported that they were with a group called People’s Rights, a far-right 
organization founded by anti-government activist Ammon Bundy. Ben DuVal, 
president of the Klamath Water Users Association, urged his members to remain 
peaceful and not let the water crisis “be hijacked for other causes.” The seasonal 
allocations are the region's most dramatic development since irrigation water was 
all but cut off to hundreds of farmers in 2001 amid another severe drought — and 
was the first time that farmers' interests took a backseat to fish and tribes. The 
crisis made the rural farming region hundreds of miles from any major city a 
national political flashpoint and became a touchstone for Republicans who used 
the crisis to take aim at the Endangered Species Act, with one GOP lawmaker 
calling the irrigation shutoff a “poster child” for why changes were needed. A 
“bucket brigade” protest attracted 15,000 people who scooped water from the 
Klamath River and passed it, hand over hand, to a parched irrigation canal. The 
situation in the Klamath Basin was set in motion more than a century ago, when 
the U.S. government began draining a network of shallow lakes and marshlands, 
redirecting the natural flow of water and constructing hundreds of miles of canals 
and drainage channels to create farmland. Homesteads were offered by lottery to 
World War II veterans. The project turned the region into an agricultural 
powerhouse — some of its potato farmers supply In ’N Out burger — but 
permanently altered an intricate water system that spans hundreds of miles and 
from southern Oregon to Northern California. In 1988, two species of sucker fish 
were listed as endangered under federal law. Less than a decade later, Coho 
salmon that spawn downstream from the reclamation project, in the lower 
Klamath River, were listed as threatened. The water necessary to sustain the 
Coho salmon downstream comes from Upper Klamath Lake — the main holding 
tank for the farmers’ irrigation system. At the same time, the sucker fish in the 
lake need at least 1 to 2 feet of water covering the gravel beds they use as 
spawning grounds. The drought also means farmers this summer will not flush 
irrigation water into a network of six national wildlife refuges that are collectively 
called the Klamath National Wildlife Refuge Complex. The refuges, nicknamed 
the Everglades of the West, support up to 80 percent of the birds that migrate on 
the Pacific Flyway. The refuges also support the largest concentrations of 
wintering Bald Eagles in the lower 48 states. / HEALTH: The White House says 
the United States today will reach 50 percent of American adults fully vaccinated 



for COVID-19. President Joe Biden previously set a goal of having 70 percent of 
all adults receiving at least one dose of the vaccine by July 4th. The White House 
has ramped up is vaccine distribution, and coronavirus case and deaths have 
dramatically fallen across the nation. There are currently three vaccines in use in 
the United States. The Biden administration has increased the number of 
inoculations it is exporting to other nations. ; Moderna says its COVID-19 vaccine 
strongly protects kids as young as 12. The company released the preliminary 
findings this morning based on testing on more than 3,700 12- to 17-year-olds in 
the United States. Earlier this month, the U.S. and Canada authorized another 
vaccine by Pfizer and BioNTech to be used starting at age 12. Moderna intends to 
submit its teen data to the Food and Drug Administration and other global 
regulators early next month. Moderna says its vaccine triggered the same signs of 
immune protection in kids as it does in adults, and the same mild, temporary side 
effects. ; Health officials are looking into reports of heart problems occurring in 
young adults and teenagers who have received the mRNA COVID-19 vaccines, 
according to a vaccine safety group with the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. At a committee meeting this month, the group presented reports of 
the heart condition, called myocarditis, to the CDC's Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices. It drew from safety data collected by the Department of 
Defense, the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS), and Vaccine 
Safety Datalink (VSD). The news comes a few weeks after the Food and Drug 
Administration authorized Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine for minors 12 and older. 
Moderna's vaccine is currently authorized for people 18 and older. / HOUSING, 
ECONOMY: U.S. home prices jumped by the most in more than seven years in 
March, as an increasing number of would-be buyers compete for a dwindling 
supply of houses. The March S&P CoreLogic Case-Shiller 20-city home price 
index rose 13.3 percent from a year earlier, the biggest gain since December 
2013. That increase followed a surge of 12 percent in February. The large gains 
suggest that the pandemic has spurred more Americans to seek out the extra 
room provided by a single-family home. Yet at the same time, COVID has 
discouraged many homeowners from selling and opening up their homes to 
would-be buyers. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, EVENTS: The moon put on a show this morning with a total 
lunar eclipse. It is the first in more than two years and coincided with the 
supermoon. The “super blood red moon” was visible across the western half of 
North America, including parts of Oregon where the skies were clear. The best 
viewing came during the peak of totality, beginning at 4:11 a.m. and lasting for 14 
minutes. Lunar eclipses happen when the Earth passes directly between the 
moon and the sun, casting its shadow across the moon. / EVENTS, 
COMMUNITY, HEALTH: Big announcement yesterday: There will be a 2021 Lane 
County Fair. It’s set for Wednesday, July 21, through Sunday, July 25. Things 
might be a bit scaled back because the pandemic is not yet over. But Lane 
County Fair planners say their focus is on creating a safe and fun event for 
everyone. Even with enhanced cleaning, added distancing, and other COVID 
precautions in place, organizers say you can expect all the usual sights, sounds, 
thrills and smells of the Fair. That includes carnival rides, outdoor vendors, indoor 
displays, livestock exhibits, fair food, and what the news release describes as, 
“big-name concert entertainers.” / HEALTH: Close to 204,000 Lane County 
residents have received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine during the past 
six months—including roughly 63 percent of the adult population ages 16 and 
older. But public health officials say we “missed our opportunity” to move to Low-
Risk restrictions at the end of the week by failing to hit the 65 percent first-dose 
vaccination target set by the governor and state health officials. That means Lane 
County is staying under High-Risk restrictions for another two weeks. Officials 
with Lane County Public Health said yesterday we need another 7,800 residents 
(7,824) to be vaccinated to move to that Low-Risk level on June 11. Low Risk 
would ease many local COVID-19 restrictions on businesses and gatherings. 
Currently, our indoor capacities for restaurants, fitness and entertainment venues 
are capped at 25 percent. Eighteen Oregon counties—that’s half of the state’s 36 
counties—now are in or moving to the Low-Risk tier and seeing indoor capacities 
for many businesses expand to 50 percent. They include Benton and Lincoln 
counties. Coos County remains at Moderate Risk. But 13 counties, including 
Lane, Linn, and Douglas counties, remain at High Risk. ; Want to be vaccinated? 
Two more free, drop-in COVID-19 vaccine clinics are set for this week. One clinic 
takes place in the parking lot of Eugene’s Autzen Stadium and runs daily through 
Friday from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Another is In the Churchill High School 
cafeteria from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The clinics are offering doses of the Pfizer 



vaccine and are open to anyone ages 12 and older. Youth ages 12, 13, and 14 
will need to be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian or have one of those 
adults fill out a signed copy of a consent form that may be downloaded from Lane 
County’s vaccination clinic webpage. While these are drop-in clinics, you also 
may schedule an appointment for an even faster experience. Other vaccination 
opportunities are available through local health care partners, including many 
medical practices, clinics, non-profit organizations, and pharmacies. Learn more 
at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics ; Lane County’s COVID-19 infection numbers 
continue to slowly ease, but there still were 25 new cases reported yesterday by 
Lane County Public Health. Twenty patients remain hospitalized—an increase of 
two from the day before—with five of those people in intensive care, one of whom 
is on a ventilator. County health officials say 147 residents remain infectious. And 
our local death toll has climbed to 151. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported the death of a 24-year-old Lane County man, who tested positive for 
COVID-19 on Tuesday of last week—the same day he died. Health officials are 
working to determine whether he had underlying health conditions. Statewide, the 
Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 424 new COVID cases and 4 
additional deaths, including the one from Lane County. The agency reports that 
since the start of the pandemic 2,628 Oregonians have died from complications of 
COVID-19. More than 199,000 (199,391) have tested positive for the coronavirus. 
More than 33.1 million Americans have contracted COVID-19 during the past 14 
months and more than 590,000 have died. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: For the first 
time in months, restaurants in Multnomah County — Oregon’s most populous 
county — will open for 50 percent capacity for indoor dining after meeting county 
COVID-19 vaccination goals and moving to the Low-Risk tier of business 
restrictions. / HEALTH: Officials at the White House said yesterday that the 
United States reached a milestone: 50 percent of American adults fully vaccinated 
for COVID-19. It comes as the Biden Administration has ramped up is vaccine 
distribution, and coronavirus case and deaths have dramatically fallen across the 
nation. There are currently three vaccines in use in the United States: Pfizer, 
Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson. Moderna officials said yesterday morning their 
COVID-19 vaccine strongly protects kids as young as 12. Moderna intends to 
submit its teen data to the Food and Drug Administration and other global 
regulators early next month. Moderna says its vaccine triggered the same signs of 
immune protection in kids as it does in adults, and the same mild, temporary side 
effects. / BUSINESS, ECONOMY, HEALTH: These are challenging times for local 
businesses. Many have struggled through the pandemic. Now, as the economy 
slowly reopens, many also are struggling to find workers. Heard yesterday, for 
example, from the folks at Pleasant Hill Feed & Farm Supply. They say they might 
have to trim operating hours and deliveries until they can hire enough qualified 
workers. The "help wanted" signs and ads around the area indicate that many 
businesses have similar hiring needs. In some cases, parents have limited hours 
available to take on additional work until schools return to full-time, in-person 
education. In other instances, people are hesitant to return to work because they 
have health issues or are concerned about working during the pandemic. Some 
are staying on the sidelines while expanded unemployment benefits remain 
available. But owners and managers of local businesses say now is a good time 
to return to the workforce: Not only are they hiring, many say they are more than 
willing to train new workers on the job. And they say they appreciate those who 



have already stepped up to help. / RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
CRIME: Across the country and here in Oregon, there were peaceful 
demonstrations and other events marking the one-year anniversary of George 
Floyd’s death. There were multiple peaceful events in Portland. But one Portland 
downtown gathering last night was declared a riot and resulted in five arrests. 
Police said some members of the crowd began breaking windows at Portland’s 
city hall, set a dumpster on fire, and threw frozen water bottles and eggs at 
officers. Police said the five people arrested ranged in age from 21 to 30. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: The University of Oregon and Oregon State University 
continue to refine their plans for next month’s commencement ceremonies, which 
will feature a mix of in-person and virtual events. U-of-O officials announced this 
week that Ty Burrell, the Emmy-winning actor and star of longtime TV series 
“Modern Family,” will be the featured speaker at their June 12 ceremony. Burrell 
grew up in Southern Oregon, was a big Duck fan as a kid, and attended the 
University of Oregon in the 1980s when he studied Theatre. The U-of-O’s 
commencement ceremonies will feature a Grad Parade and livestreamed event 
on the Memorial Quad. Because of pandemic restrictions, Burrell will speak 
virtually. Oregon State University is holding a limited, in-person commencement 
on June 11 and a virtual graduation event on June 12. The in-person event will 
feature an informal procession across campus to Reser Stadium. Because family 
and friends will be unable to attend, OSU is setting up a photo booth at Reser to 
include graduate images in the next day’s virtual event. Former Oregon State 
University President Edward Ray will deliver the commencement address. / 
RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY: Lots of folks haul their off-road 
toys to the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area on Siuslaw National Forest. 
It’s a lot of fun for the off-road vehicle riders and there are noise limits in those 
recreation areas, to help minimize the impact on nearby communities and 
neighbors. But officials with the Siuslaw National Forest say some of their decibel 
limits are tough for modern vehicles to meet. They’re considering easing the noise 
limits just a bit, from a maximum level of 93 decibels to 95 decibels. Officials say it 
would also bring their limits in line with state regulations. Siuslaw National Forest 
officials are taking written comments on the plan. They say if they make the 
change, they’ll also be better able to work with riders on compliance and have an 
easier time managing the noise violations that most impact neighbors. / CRIME, 
POLITICS: Licensed growers, law enforcement, and regulatory officials they've 
noticed a rapid increase of marijuana grown in Southern Oregon this year, 
including much that is illegally grown. Lawmakers in Salem are taking up the 
issue and on Friday discussed a bill to increase law enforcement to crack down 
on illegal cannabis grows. Hemp became a legal cash crop in Southern Oregon in 
2019 after the U.S. Farm Bill passed in 2018. The majority of producers were 
growing it for the CBD market, but industry observers say so much hemp was 
grown it created a glut in the market. They speculate that drove some growers to 
switch from legally growing hemp to illegally growing recreational cannabis. Hemp 
is a cannabis plant but does not contain the level of chemicals that get people 
high. Growers say hemp’s regulation as an agricultural product under the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture is comparatively lax versus cannabis, which is 
overseen by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission. Now, lawmakers in Salem 
are taking up the issue with new urgency. On Friday they discussed a bill to 
increase law enforcement to bust illegal cannabis grows. It would add inspectors 



at the Oregon Department of Agriculture and give law enforcement agencies 
maps of licensed grows so they can identify those that are unlicensed. The bill 
also would give the governor the authority to call in the National Guard to help 
inspect industrial hemp operations. One backer of the bill says most residents 
don’t resent individuals growing small amounts of cannabis to make a living and 
feed their families. But they say they are concerned about the number of people 
from outside the area that have come to parts of Southern Oregon to create illegal 
grows. They say some of those operations and their workers destroy the 
landscape, steal water, and threaten neighbors. / HOUSING, ECONOMY: 
America’s housing market has grown so overheated as demand outpaces supply 
that prices keep hitting record highs — and roughly half of all U.S. houses are 
now selling above their list price. Two years ago, before the pandemic struck, just 
a quarter of homes were selling above the sellers’ asking price, according to data 
from the real estate brokerage Redfin. Today, new data further illuminated the 
red-hot nature of the housing market: Prices rose in March at the fastest pace in 
more than seven years. Yesterday, the S&P CoreLogic Case-Shiller 20-city home 
price index revealed a jump in prices of 13.3 percent in March compared with a 
year earlier — the biggest such gain since December 2013. ; Sales of new homes 
fell a bigger-than-expected 5.9 percent in April, a drop that analysts blamed in 
part on soaring home prices. The Commerce Department says sales dropped to a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 863,000 last month. That followed a sales 
pace of 917,000 in March. The March number was revised down from an original 
estimate of 1.02 million sales, which would have been the fastest pace since 
August 2006 during the peak of the housing boom. The median price of a new 
home sold last month was $372,400, up 11.4 percent from March while the 
average price of a home sold in April was a record $435,400, up 8.7 percent from 
March. / HEALTH: U.S. health officials say coronavirus infections in fully 
vaccinated people remain rare. The CDC on Tuesday issued a report on these 
“breakthrough” cases through the end of April, when 101 million Americans were 
fully vaccinated. Of those, about 10,300 breakthrough infections were reported – 
that’s about 1 infection in every 10,000 fully vaccinated people, based on the 
available data. Nearly two-thirds were women, and the median age of all cases 
was 58. About 25 percent of the infections were people who didn’t have 
symptoms. About 10 percent were hospitalized and about 2 percent died. Health 
officials say no vaccine is perfect and infections were expected in some 
vaccinated people. The CDC report through last week listed about 1,800 
hospitalizations and 350 deaths. /  
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CRIME: Note: Flags are flying at half-staff outside Oregon public institutions 
through sunset on Sunday to honor the nine victims of yesterday’s San Jose, 
California, mass shooting. there were nine people killed by the gunman, he also 
died during the attack bringing the death toll to ten. / RECREATION, SAFETY, 
WEATHER, WILDFIRE RECOVERY: Don’t let today’s rainy weather fool you: Fire 
danger continues to rise in Oregon, far earlier than usual. For those heading to 
favorite camping spots this weekend, use caution. By Monday, we’ll see high 
temperatures in the mid- to upper-80s in many Oregon locations. Close to 90 
percent of the state is already seeing drought conditions. Oregon Department of 
Forestry fire-prevention experts say their crews already have responded to 267 
smaller blazes that have burned a combined more than 1,900 acres—more than 
twice the 10-year average for this time of year. And crews on patrol have 
extinguished about one dozen abandoned campfires. Check for any current 
campfire restrictions at your destination. Consider alternatives to a campfire this 
summer: Portable camp stoves are a safer option to campfires at any time of 
year. And never use gasoline or other accelerants. Burn ONLY local 
wood: Hauling your firewood to a remote campground can potentially transport 
invasive species. Buy where you’ll burn or gather wood on site, where permitted. 
Where campfires are allowed, choose a site with an established fire ring or fire pit. 
Avoid building a fire near your tent, structures, vehicles, shrubs or trees, and be 
aware of low-hanging branches overhead. Clear the site down to bare soil, at 
least five feet on all sides, and circle it with rocks. Store unused firewood a good 
distance from the fire. Keep your campfire small: A campfire is less likely to 
escape control if it cannot cast hot embers long distances. Add firewood in small 
amounts. Never leave your campfire unattended, even a few minutes. Make sure 
your campfire is DEAD OUT. Bring a shovel and a bucket of water to extinguish 
any escaped embers. When you are ready to leave, drown all embers with water, 
stir the coals, and drown again. Repeat these steps until the fire is DEAD out. If it 
is too hot to touch, it is too hot to leave. Escaped campfires can be costly. State 
and federal law require the proper clearing, building, attending and extinguishing 
of open fires at any time of year. While citations and fines may apply, the biggest 
potential cost for an escaped campfire is firefighting costs—for which you can be 
billed. These can range from a few hundred to tens of thousands of dollars or 
more. ; Heading to the woods and other spots for Memorial Day Weekend? Some 
areas remain closed because of last year's wildfires or access issues. On the 



Willamette National Forest alone, the impacts from the 2020 wildfires have 
resulted in a number of long-term recreation closures. Plan ahead to make sure 
your intended recreation spot is open this weekend. There still are serious safety 
concerns in many burned areas such as damaged roads, burned infrastructure 
and abundant hazard trees. Officials ask that you respect the closures for your 
safety and the safety of public lands employees and law enforcement. In addition 
to the fire closures, many of the small, rural communities impacted by wildfires 
are still recovering and may have limited services such as provisions or fuel. This 
is especially pronounced in the Santiam Canyon where there is no public gas 
station in Detroit. Many smaller stores might still be closed or no longer be 
standing. Make sure you have adequate supplies for your trip and in case of 
emergency. Motorists might experience long delays due to fire repair work on 
both Highways 126 and 22. If heading into or over the mountains, consider using 
Oregon Highway 58 or U.S. Highway 20 instead. The state of Oregon has created 
a webpage that draws information from multiple agencies and can help you 
determine which sites are open or closed. Go to 
https://wildfire.oregon.gov/Pages/Recreation-Impacts.aspx or check out the 
websites of the specific agency whose site you’re planning to visit. ; Just in time 
for the unofficial start of the summer recreation season, the Eugene-Springfield 
Fire Department, Willamalane, Cabela’s, and the cities of Springfield and Eugene 
have opened their seasonal life jacket loaner station at Springfield’s Clearwater 
Park. The Clearwater Park life jacket loaner station is a kiosk located near the 
boat ramp and restrooms. The kiosk is supplied throughout the season with 
various sizes of life safety vests through the help of local donors. The goal is to 
promote water safety by providing life jackets to use and return for all that need 
them. The kiosk is open daily at Clearwater Park and closes nightly at about 5 
p.m. You may borrow the life vests while enjoying the river, then return them to 
the kiosk at the end of the day. Life vests will be available throughout the season 
but there is a limited supply. ; Memorial Day weekend is the start of the water 
recreation season. But it also is the start of the water rescue season that lasts 
through Labor Day. During this time, crews with Eugene-Springfield Fire’s Water 
Rescue Team and the Lane County Sheriff’s Office and its Marine Patrol respond 
to more emergencies than during any other season. Experts remind you to be 
safe while having fun: Make sure you have personal floatation devices such as 
life jackets for everyone on the water and make sure that everyone is wearing 
them. Scout your route for obstacles. And remember, even though the weather 
will be sunny and warm this holiday weekend, the water temperatures remain 
springtime cold. ; If you’re traveling over the Memorial Day weekend, expect lots 
of company. The AAA auto club says more than 37 million Americans plan to 
travel at least 50 miles from home over the holiday weekend. That includes 
485,000 here in Oregon. If that forecast is correct, it’ll mean a 60 percent increase 
over last year, when many people were locked down at home. AAA expects most 
holiday travelers to make their way by car. That’s about 34 million people. / 
HEALTH: Lane County Public Health was notified yesterday of 35 new COVID-19 
infections. Hospitalizations eased a bit, from 20 local patients to 18. But the 
number of people being treated in intensive-care units climbed from six to eight 
and two of those patients now are on ventilators. County health officials say 157 
residents remain infectious, up a bit from the day before. Our local death toll 
remains at 151. Statewide, the Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 399 



new COVID cases and 11 additional deaths. Since the start of the pandemic 
2,639 Oregonians have died from complications of COVID-19. Late today, the 
state is expected to log its 200,000th confirmed case of COVID-19. We’re 
currently at 199,784. More than 33.1 million Americans have contracted COVID-
19 during the past 14 months and more than 591,000 have died. ; More than 
205,000 Lane County residents have received at least one dose of COVID-19 
vaccine during the past six months—including roughly 63 percent of the adult 
population ages 16 and older. If we can reach the 65 percent first-dose 
vaccination target set by the governor and state health officials in the next two 
weeks, Lane County will qualify for a move to Low-Risk restrictions on June 11. 
Officials with Lane County Public Health said earlier this week we need another 
7,800 residents (7,824) to be vaccinated to move to that Low-Risk level. Low Risk 
would ease many local COVID-19 restrictions on businesses and gatherings. 
Currently, our indoor capacities for restaurants, fitness and entertainment venues 
are capped at 25 percent. Eighteen Oregon counties—that’s half of the state’s 36 
counties—now are in or moving to the Low-Risk tier and seeing indoor capacities 
for many businesses expand to 50 percent. They include Benton and Lincoln 
counties. Coos County remains at Moderate Risk. But 13 counties, including 
Lane, Linn, and Douglas counties, remain at High Risk. ; Want to be vaccinated? 
Two more free, drop-in COVID-19 vaccine clinics are set for today. One clinic 
takes place in the parking lot of Eugene’s Autzen Stadium from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. Another is at the McKenzie River Community School in Finn Rock from 3:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The clinics are offering doses of the Pfizer vaccine and are open 
to anyone ages 12 and older. Youth ages 12, 13, and 14 will need to be 
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian or have one of those adults fill out a 
signed copy of a consent form that may be downloaded from Lane County’s 
vaccination clinic webpage. While these are drop-in clinics, you also may 
schedule an appointment for an even faster experience. Other vaccination 
opportunities are available through local health care partners, including many 
medical practices, clinics, non-profit organizations, and pharmacies. / BUSINESS, 
HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Business Oregon, the state's economic development 
agency, yesterday opened the application window for assistance through a $28 
million Operational Cost Assistance Grant program. The program is designed for 
businesses with 100 or fewer employees in industries that were particularly 
affected by the pandemic, including restaurants, bars, gyms, brewpubs, theaters, 
bowling centers, and salons are some of the more common examples of eligible 
businesses. Applicants must have faced financial hardship due to the COVID-19 
pandemic in Oregon. Applications for the Operational Cost Assistance Grants are 
being accepted through June 6. Grant awards will be selected through a random 
lottery among all completed and eligible applications. See full eligibility, program 
details and timeline on the Business Oregon website. Have a small business in 
Lane County? A reminder that the Lane Small Business Development Center has 
expert staff and resources to help you navigate the application process or to 
answer a wide range of questions and connect you with business support, 
training, and assistance. Learn more at https://lanesbdc.com/ / LAW 
ENFORCEMENT: Officers with the Springfield Police Department yesterday 
began using body-worn cameras while on patrol. The modern policing tool is 
being adopted by departments across the country, particularly amid the push for 
racial justice and community policing. Springfield Police officials say the use of 



body-worn cameras supports the department’s commitment to transparency, 
accountability, and strengthening community trust. Officers will wear the cameras 
when providing patrol services or other uniformed service. Springfield Police 
officials say officers will activate body cameras in accordance with statute and 
department policy. / CRIME: The Oregonian and OregonLive report Portland 
police are continuing an investigation into the death of Michael Watts, a 37-year-
old Eugene man who was reported missing after heading to Portland on May 1. 
Watts’ body was found in the Willamette River in Portland on May 11 by deputies 
with the Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office river patrol. Watts was known for his 
impersonation of Freddie Mercury, the late lead singer of the band Queen. Watts, 
who performed under the stage name “Freddie Hollywood,” was in downtown 
Portland to visit friends and discuss upcoming performances with a local venue 
when he went missing. Family members said that on the night of May 1, Watts 
and his fiancée had been talking on FaceTime while he was walking to his hotel. 
His sister says that during the conversation, Watts appeared to be out of breath. 
When asked what was wrong, his fiancée said Watts mumbled something and 
then dropped the phone. No one was able to reach him after that. His family says 
Watts never returned to his hotel, his credit card was not used, and that his phone 
and car were located later in the area. / SAFETY, CRIME: Police say remains 
found in southern Washington state are those of a missing Oregon man. The 
Corvallis Gazette reports Christian Long’s remains were found on the banks of 
the Columbia River in Cowlitz County in May 2019 but couldn’t be identified at the 
time. Long, of Corvallis, was 19 when his father, Donald Long, reported him 
missing in December 2016. Police have not released information about a cause of 
death and said the case “remains an open investigation.” Police said in a news 
release they are confident there are individuals who have information about the 
circumstances surrounding Long’s death and are asking people to come forward. 
/ VETERANS, MILITARY, EVENTS, COMMUNITY: Memorial Day, originally 
called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who died in service to 
their country. The holiday was officially proclaimed in 1868 to honor Union and 
Confederate soldiers and was expanded after World War I to honor those who 
died in all wars. It became an official federal holiday in 1971, known as Prayer for 
Peace, Memorial Day. Today, Memorial Day honors over 1 million men and 
women who have died in military service since the Civil War began in 1861. ; 
Memorial Day marks the start of the summer season. How about a little barbecue 
to kick things off? The Memorial Day Weekend Chicken Barbecue at Springfield’s 
VFW Post 3965 is back! This year’s BBQ is scheduled for Saturday, May 29, 
through Monday, May 31. This is a drive-through event, so you’ll be able to stop 
by, place your order, and take it with you. The grills are running from 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. each day. Springfield VFW Post 3965 is located at 5344 Main Street. 
Anyone is welcome at the event. Many of the volunteers are VFW Post members 
and veterans. If you’re a veteran who is stopping by to purchase chicken dinners, 
be sure to say hello. Come support a Springfield tradition: Memorial Day 
Weekend Barbecue Chicken Dinners at the Springfield VFW Post 3965. / 
ANIMALS, FAMILY, COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT: "Who's a good dog?" If 
you're a Springfield resident, enter your dog for a chance to be featured in the 
City of Springfield’s Canines for Clean Water 2022 Calendar. The calendar 
celebrates our canine friends while providing ideas for keeping Springfield’s 
waterways clean and healthy. One easy tip is for dog owners to always pick up 



their pet’s waste because that prevents rain from washing bacteria, harmful 
nutrients, and parasites into our storm drains and out into the Willamette and 
McKenzie Rivers. The calendar contest runs from through June 9. To enter, dog 
owners must live in Springfield and pledge to pick up after their canine family. 
Contest details are at bit.ly/caninecal The Canines for Clean Water 2022 
Calendar is scheduled to be available for free in November, while supplies last. / 
AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: Two farmers with 
ties to anti-government activist Ammon Bundy have purchased land next to a 
shut-off irrigation canal in Klamath County. The canal normally delivers water to a 
massive federal irrigation project along the California-Oregon border. The men 
have set up a protest encampment there with a demonstration planned for later 
today. It comes amid a severe drought that is creating a water crisis in the region. 
For the first time in 114 years, federal regulators this week shut off irrigation water 
from the Klamath Reclamation Project’s main canal to farmers who rely on the 
critical reservoir. Regulators also said they would not be able to send extra water 
to dying salmon downstream or to a half-dozen wildlife refuges that harbor 
millions of migrating birds each year. The last time water was substantially cut off 
to farmers, in 2001, demonstrators forced open the canal's head gates three 
times before federal marshals arrived and stayed all summer. According to 
federal monitoring reports, the entire region is in extreme or exceptional drought, 
and Oregon's Klamath County is experiencing its driest year in 127 years. Oregon 
and California’s governors have declared drought emergencies in the region, and 
the Bureau of Reclamation has set aside $15 million in immediate aid for 
irrigators. Another $10 million will be available for drought assistance from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Jefferson Public Radio reports the two men who 
purchased the land near the canal, Dan Nielsen and Grant Knoll, have set up an 
information center at the site along with local members of the Oregon chapter of 
People's Rights Network, a group founded by Bundy last year. The group first 
organized in Idaho in response to COVID-19 mask rules and other government-
mandated safety regulations and has grown in its scope. Bundy, who was 
acquitted for his role in a 42-day armed standoff with the U.S. government in 2016 
at the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in southeast Oregon, is also running for 
Idaho governor in 2022. /  
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MILITARY, VETERANS, FAMILY, COMMUNITY, HEALTH: On Monday we 
commemorate Memorial Day. But as was the case last year, no large gatherings 
at cemeteries and historic sites. Rather, there will be smaller, more private 
commemorations honoring those who made the ultimate sacrifice, dying in 
service to their country. Originally called Decoration Day, the Memorial Day 
holiday was officially proclaimed in 1868 to honor Union and Confederate soldiers 
and was expanded after World War I to honor those who died in all wars. It 
became an official federal holiday in 1971. Today, Memorial Day honors the more 
than one million men and women who have died in military service since the start 
of the Civil War in 1861. Memorial Day differs from Veterans’ Day. Memorial Day 
honors the memory of those who died; Veterans’ Day honors those living and 
dead. / RECREATION, HEALTH, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: Memorial Day 
Weekend also is the unofficial start of the summer recreation season, and the 
weather is cooperating marvelously. But with pandemic restrictions easing and 
more people traveling, state officials remind you to take some precautions and 
pack your patience if you’re heading out for the three-day weekend. Remember to 
pay attention, put down your cell phone, and drive sober. Allow extra travel time. 
Be prepared for busy roads and parking lots at popular destinations. Have 
alternate places to play in case your first choice is too crowded. Local law 
enforcement may ticket or tow vehicles parked along a highway roadside or 
another undesignated area. Learn the latest road conditions at Tripcheck.com or 
by calling 5-1-1. Most crews are pausing roadwork through Tuesday morning. But 
speed restrictions remain posted in areas affected by wildfires, including Highway 
126 up the McKenzie and Highway 22 through Santiam Canyon. Consider taking 
alternate routes, including Oregon Highway 58 and U.S. Highway 20. ; Homeland 
Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas says people traveling for Memorial Day 
weekend should be patient because there will be long lines at U.S. airports. 
Mayorkas told ABC the Transportation Security Administration has been in a 
hiring surge so it can be ready for increased travel this weekend and over the 
summer as the nation emerges from the coronavirus pandemic. Mayorkas notes 
masks are still required in airports and on airplanes and probably will continue to 
be required until mid-September. Airline executives say domestic leisure travel is 
at pre-pandemic levels, and the number of people passing through U.S. airports 
daily is likely to top 2 million before the week is over. ; With warmer weather 
expected this Memorial Day weekend, the Lane County Sheriff’s Office is 



reminding boaters that our local reservoirs are experiencing low water levels. For 
example, the latest reading at Fern Ridge is only 66 percent of capacity, with the 
deepest part being about 26 feet in the center of the lake. If boaters venture out 
too far, there is a risk they might become grounded. Sheriff’s officials remind you 
that during a boat rescue, their Number One priority ensure everyone gets back to 
shore safely. But there is no guarantee vessels and other property will be able to 
be recovered. They urge you to read and follow all posted warnings at boat ramps 
and recreation areas. / HEALTH: Oregon yesterday surpassed 200,000 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority reported 433 new COVID 
cases and 21 additional deaths. Since the start of the pandemic 200,210 
Oregonians have been infected by the coronavirus and 2,660 have died from 
complications of COVID-19. Lane County Public Health officials yesterday 
reported fewer new cases and hospitalizations, but one new death. Officials were 
notified five new COVID-19 infections. Hospitalizations eased a bit, from 18 local 
patients to 14. The number of people being treated in intensive-care units fell by 
one, to seven, but three of those patients now are on ventilators. County health 
officials say 129 residents remain infectious, down a bit from the day before. Our 
local death toll stands at 152. More than 33.3 million Americans have contracted 
COVID-19 during the past 14 months and more than 593,000 have died. ; More 
than 205,000 Lane County residents have received at least one dose of COVID-
19 vaccine during the past six months—including roughly 63 percent of the adult 
population ages 16 and older. If we can reach the 65 percent first-dose 
vaccination target set by the governor and state health officials in the next two 
weeks, Lane County will qualify for a move to Low-Risk restrictions on June 11. 
Moving to Low Risk would ease many local COVID-19 restrictions on businesses 
and gatherings. Currently, our indoor capacities for restaurants, fitness and 
entertainment venues are capped at 25 percent. ; Want to be vaccinated? Two 
more free, drop-in COVID-19 vaccine clinics are set for today. One clinic takes 
place in the parking lot of Eugene’s Autzen Stadium from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Another is at North Eugene High School, 200 Silver Lane in Eugene, from 4:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The clinics are offering doses of the Pfizer vaccine and are open 
to anyone ages 12 and older. Youth ages 12, 13, and 14 will need to be 
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian or have one of those adults fill out a 
signed copy of a consent form that may be downloaded from Lane County’s 
vaccination clinic webpage. While these are drop-in clinics, you also may 
schedule an appointment for an even faster experience. Other vaccination 
opportunities are available through local health care partners, including many 
medical practices, clinics, non-profit organizations, and pharmacies. Learn more 
at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics ; The Oregon Health Authority has identified the 
first six cases of a highly contagious COVID-19 variant that has devastated India 
this spring. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that public health officials first 
confirmed cases of the variant (known as B.1.617) on May 12. At least one of the 
cases was detected in someone who recently traveled internationally. Scientists 
fear the variant might be up to 50 percent more contagious than the coronavirus 
variant first detected in the United Kingdom. That variant has become dominant in 
Oregon this spring because scientists say it is 50 percent more contagious than 
the initial strains that arrived in-state during the first months of the pandemic. The 
U.K. variant, as it’s known, is partially responsible for Oregon’s fourth surge of 
coronavirus cases in March and April. But researchers in Britain say a study of 



the Pfizer vaccine found it is 88 percent effective at preventing symptomatic 
disease caused by the U.K. variant. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: When in-person 
learning resumes next week in the Bethel District, students and adults will see an 
easing of outdoor mask rules. Bethel School officials say students will no longer 
be required to wear face coverings outdoors during the school day, including at 
recess, during outdoor physical education classes, or during outdoor music 
activities. But physical distancing will continue, and students still will be required 
to wear masks during arrival and dismissal. Students and staff also will continue 
to wear masks indoors, although fully vaccinated teachers and staff in a closed 
classroom with no students present will be able to remove their masks and will 
not be required to physically distance, should they wish. / CRIME: Springfield 
Police say it’s a miracle there were no fatalities. They’ve arrested a 20-year-old 
Cottage Grove man, Clayton William Altemus, and charged him with Felony Hit-
and-Run, Assault, and Reckless Driving in connection with last night’s big crash in 
the westbound lanes of Highway 126 just west of Mohawk Boulevard. It closed 
those lanes of the highway for the better part of an hour. Investigators say 
dispatchers began receiving calls shortly after 8:00 p.m. about a red Infinity sedan 
traveling at a high speed and attempting to pass vehicles on the right-hand 
shoulder. Police say the suspect, later identified as Altemus, struck the guardrail 
and lost control of the vehicle. They say the impact sent the sedan across traffic 
toward the center divider, striking a Ford Explorer in the process and causing that 
vehicle to flip three times. When police arrived, they feared someone had been 
killed. Miraculously, they say, there were no fatalities, but the driver of the 
Explorer was hospitalized with injuries. Police learned Altemus and his passenger 
had fled on foot. But several citizens said they were able to briefly stop the 
suspect as he jumped the divider to flee and another was able to photograph him, 
which aided in his later arrest. ; A federal grand jury has returned an indictment 
charging a 57-year-old Eugene man, Gary Franklin, with stalking and mailing 
threatening letters to a former teacher. According to court statements, Franklin 
sent two letters to the woman during the past six months. The first contained a 
printout of what appeared to be a deceased, mutilated female. Handwritten 
wording above and below the image included racial and sexual orientation slurs 
and the phrase, “What I’d like to do to you.” The second letter contained another 
photograph of a deceased, mutilated female. The handwritten wording around 
that image stated that the photograph represented Franklin’s fantasy of what he 
wanted to do to the victim. Oregon State Police forensic specialists say they 
found Franklin’s fingerprints on the first letter. This month, the FBI searched 
Franklin’s Eugene residence and said they found a collection of knives, violent 
literature, and white supremacist memorabilia. He was arrested. Franklin’s jury 
trial is set for July. If convicted, he faces a maximum sentence of 5 years in 
federal prison for each count, one year of supervised release, and a fine of 
$250,000. / WILDLIFE, FISHERIES, CRIME: They’ve located one suspect but are 
continuing the search for more after investigators with the Oregon Department of 
Fish & Wildlife and Oregon State Police say poachers repeatedly took spawning 
steelhead from a fish trap in Coos County and destroyed surveillance cameras to 
hide their crimes. Officials say the repeated poaching threatens the winter 
steelhead run in Woodward Creek, which feeds the South Coquille River near the 
town of Powers. They believe multiple people accessed the trap, which is used by 
ODFW Biologists to collect the fish, spawn them, and then raise smolts which are 



later released into the river. Officials knew something was wrong several times 
this winter: The fish trap is in an area closed to the public and is not easily 
accessible. ODFW volunteers monitor fish traps daily and when they find fish, 
they contact the hatchery. Sometimes, they would report up to six or seven fish in 
the traps. But when state fisheries experts arrived to conduct their research, they 
would find the traps empty or with only one fish in it, and evidence the traps had 
been damaged. ODFW and State Police Fish and Wildlife troopers mounted trail 
cameras to monitor the traps and the nearby waterway. The first night, the 
footage showed at least three people entering the area, accessing the trap, and 
then using a net to remove fish. The thefts came amid a shortage of spawning 
fish in the Bandon Hatchery breeding program. Investigators say one suspect, 
identified through surveillance footage, entered the trap to net fish, then shot one 
camera and stole another. Troopers say they caught up with the suspect, 
identified as 24-year-old Kaine M. Horner, formerly of Myrtle Point, while he was 
fishing illegally in a closed section of the South Coquille River in February. They 
seized his rifle, net, and fishing gear. Charges against Horner include Criminal 
Mischief II, Unlawful Taking Steelhead, and Angling Prohibited Area. State Police 
investigators say they are working to identify additional suspects and asking 
anyone with leads in the case to contact them. They say these are not legal 
anglers, but opportunistic people who have no respect for the vulnerability of the 
fish while they are in the traps. Biologists netted fish in the river to meet stock 
quotas after the traps were robbed. Investigators say poachers also likely 
removed fish left in broodstock boxes near area boat ramps, which ordinarily offer 
anglers an option to contribute some of the live, healthy fish they catch to the 
breeding program. / POLITICS, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Oregon 
lawmakers recently passed a bill that would allow motorcyclists to drive between 
slowed or stopped traffic. But Governor Kate Brown this week vetoed the 
measure, citing public safety concerns. The bill received bipartisan approval and 
was supported through hundreds of letters of written testimony. But some traffic 
experts feared it could lead to dangerous situations for riders and drivers. The bill 
would have allowed motorcyclists to drive between lanes, on multilane highways, 
when traffic slowed to 10 miles per hour. A legislative override of Brown's veto 
would require a two-thirds vote in each chamber. / EVENTS, HEALTH: Live 
performances of Shakespeare are returning to Ashland this summer. The Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival announced yesterday that it will resume in-person 
performances on July 1. The longtime festival’s indoor and outdoor venues closed 
in March of last year. The Oregon Shakespeare Festival is resuming ticket sales 
for members on June 15 and to the general public on June 18. Officials say they 
are working to create special ticketing offers for essential workers and wildfire first 
responders. For now, audience members will need to wear masks and physically 
distance. / SPORTS: Soccer, anyone? After nearly two years away from the 
playing fields, the Lane United Football Club is preparing to welcome fans back 
for its 12-match season, with the first set for June 4 at Eugene’s Civic Park. Lane 
United FC Season tickets went on sale yesterday afternoon. Get yours 
at https://www.laneutd.com/tickets.html For now, capacity will be limited until Lane 
County moves to the state’s Low-Risk tier of restrictions. That means season 
ticket holders will be able to attend but, for now, individual match tickets will only 
be sold if season ticket seats are available. Have questions about ticketing or 
need gameday information? Email tickets@laneunitedfc.com or call 541-780-



2012. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, ENVIRONMENT: Crews across the U.S. West 
are lighting controlled burns and taking other steps to prepare for the 2021 fire 
season that follows the worst one on record. Prescribed burning gets rid of 
vegetation that can send flames into the forest canopy, where fire can spread 
easily, and makes the forest more fire resilient. Last year's fire season obliterated 
several towns in Oregon, caused mass evacuations in California and smothered 
the entire West Coast in thick brown smoke for days. All that activity, though, has 
barely scratched the surface. The federal government owns roughly 640 million 
acres, all but 4 percent of it in the West, with some of it unsuitable for prescribed 
burning. / CRIME: A judge has sentenced a Eugene man found guilty of 
attempting to kill a police officer to nine years in prison. KEZI-TV reports 56-year-
old Jordan Wilson was sentenced Wednesday. Lane County Circuit Court Judge 
Charles Zennache also ordered Wilson to forfeit the gun involved in the shooting. 
Last week, a jury found Wilson guilty of second-degree attempted murder with a 
firearm and unlawful use of a weapon. In July 2020, officers responded to reports 
of a man menacing another man with a gun at a Eugene residence. Police say 
Wilson then ran to his home and started to shoot at arriving officers who fired 
back. No one was hurt and Wilson was eventually arrested. / ECONOMY, 
BUSINESS, EMPLOYMENT: Americans increased their spending by 0.5 percent 
in April, a slowdown after a massive gain in March which had been powered by 
distribution of billions of dollars in individual stimulus checks. Even with the 
slowdown from a 4.7 percent surge in spending in March, the April increase 
provided further evidence that consumers are driving a strengthening recovery 
from the pandemic recession. Today’s report from the Commerce Department 
also showed that personal incomes, which provide the fuel for spending, declined 
13.1 percent in April. But the drop in income was expected, having followed a 
record 20.9 percent income gain in March that reflected billions in one-time 
stimulus checks to most adults. ; Gasoline prices are at a seven-year high ahead 
of one of America’s busiest holiday travel weekends. But experts don’t expect 
steep prices to keep eager motorists off the road. There’s pent-up demand for 
travel after more than a year of caution during the coronavirus pandemic. The 
national average for a gallon of regular gasoline was $3.03 this week. AAA 
anticipates that 37 million Americans will travel by car and plane on Memorial Day 
weekend. That’s up 60 percent from last year, but still below pre-pandemic levels. 
; After a year of coronavirus lockdowns, the start of summer beckons with 
vacation plans made possible by relaxed COVID-19 restrictions. But a severe 
worker shortage brings a warning for travelers: Expect delays and pack a little 
patience. Lifeguards and hotel housekeepers are in short supply. So are rental 
cars. And don’t count on having a fruity cocktail at the hotel Tiki bar. The labor 
shortage is hitting the nation’s tourist destinations just as they try to rebound from 
a year lost to the pandemic. It threatens to derail the travel industry’s recovery 
even as many Americans are itching to get away again at last. ; Americans are 
going back to one of their favorite pastimes: shopping in stores. With more people 
getting vaccinated and dropping their face masks, retailers from Walmart to 
Macy's are seeing an eager return to their stores after more than a year of their 
customers migrating online during the pandemic. The return to in-store shopping 
is a big relief in part because fewer shoppers ask for their money back after 
making a purchase at the store — 8 percent compared with 25 percent for online, 
according to Forrester Research. Further, store customers tend to do more 



impulse buying. For clothing, for instance, 25 percent of purchases are done on a 
whim versus 16 percent online, says market research firm NPD Group Inc. Many 
retailers like Macy's are still recovering from the pandemic, which forced them to 
temporarily close early last year, driving more traffic to big box stores that were 
allowed to stay open. Store traffic, while rebounding, is still not back to where it 
was in 2019. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, WEATHER: Meteorologists with the National Weather Service 
say today will be the hottest day so far this year for much of Northwest Oregon. 
The only exception: Along the coast and some coastal valleys. Things cool a bit 
tomorrow. / MILITARY, VETERANS, COMMUNITY: Monday was Memorial Day, 
a day to remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice, dying in service to their 
country. There were flags on graves, ceremonies and the laying of wreaths. Major 
General Michael Stencel, the Adjutant General for Oregon, spoke at an event in 
Albany yesterday, encouraging those who attended to “honor the servicemen and 
-women who have given their lives for our country.” In Springfield, members of the 
local American Legion, city officials, and others celebrated the reinstallation of an 
historic howitzer at Veterans’ Memorial Plaza off Mohawk Boulevard. It had been 
damaged in March when a vehicle left the roadway and struck it. Community 
members assisted with the repairs. The graves of veterans were marked with 
flags and updated signage in South Eugene’s historic Masonic Cemetery. And in 
Washington Park, the local chapter of the NAACP held its annual Memorial Day 
community barbecue to share historic stories of the African-American community. 
/ CRIME, MILITARY, VETERANS: On Sunday morning, Eugene Police received 
reports that someone had defaced the Veterans of Foreign Wars Memorial wall in 
Skinner Butte Park. The memorial wall is located along the park’s bike path and 
includes the names of people who have died serving the country. Among the 
graffiti defacing the memorial was what police said was an anarchy symbol. By 
the time officers arrived, someone was already cleaning most of the paint from 
the wall. Eugene Police say they added patrols at the memorial for the rest of the 
holiday weekend and are asking anyone who has information about the crime to 
contact them. / TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Oregon State Police say three 
people died and two others were taken to the hospital following a Sunday morning 
crash on Highway 58 seven miles west of Oakridge. The crash closed the 
highway for close to eight hours. Investigators say it happened just west of the 
Black Canyon Campground. They say a Ford Taurus driven by 31-year-old 
James Johnson of Oakridge was traveling west and passing in a “no passing” 
zone when it collided first with another westbound vehicle driven by 63-year-old 
Michael Cary of Oakridge. State police say Johnson’s Taurus then struck an 
eastbound Mazda 3 sedan carrying four people from Washington state. The driver 
and two passengers of the sedan, whose ages ranged from 25 to 31, died from 
their injuries. The fourth occupant, a 24-year-old passenger, was transported by 



air ambulance to a hospital with serious injuries. Johnson, the driver of the 
Taurus, was taken to the hospital and the driver of the first car that was struck 
later went to the hospital for treatment. Investigators are asking anyone who 
might have witnessed the crash or the events leading up to it contact the Oregon 
State Police. There were reports a fourth vehicle, possibly a blue pickup, might 
have been struck during the crash but that the driver left the scene without 
providing their contact information.  If you were a witness to the crash, have any 
video and/or pictures around the time and area of the crash, or any information 
please contact the Oregon State Police Northern Command Center at 1-800-442-
0776 or OSP and leave information for Trooper Phillips regarding OSP case # 
SP21-144382. ; In Salem, police say a 15-year-old boy died early Monday 
morning when he became pinned under a car in a parking lot of Salem’s 
Riverfront Park. Police received the call about 3:30 a.m. Investigators say four 
teenage friends were in the vehicle driving through the parking lot. At one point, 
the 16-year-old female driver stopped the vehicle and the teen boy got out and 
climbed onto the hood. At some point after the vehicle began moving again, the 
teen slid off the hood and became pinned under the vehicle. Emergency crews 
were unable to get him out before he succumbed to his injuries. / RECREATION, 
SAFETY: On Saturday, Albany firefighters helped rescue six people who had 
been floating on the North Santiam River in Jefferson and become snagged and 
trapped on hazardous trees that had created dangerous “strainers” in the river. 
Although the water levels were shallow in portions of the river, crews said the 
currents were swift. Albany Fire launched two watercraft and a rescue 
swimmer.  All six were rescued and taken to shore for medical evaluation. ; Water 
rescue crews with Eugene-Springfield Fire helped get someone safely to shore 
following a tubing accident on the McKenzie River in Springfield Saturday 
evening. Callers reported three people had become trapped on a log strainer in 
the middle of a river channel behind RiverBend Hospital. When crews arrived, 
one person still needed assistance and they used a rescue boat to get to them 
safely. ; Emergency crews say recent rescues on Western Oregon rivers are 
another reminder of the hazards in springtime boating. The weather is hot, but the 
water remains cold. Winter hazards remain, as do new hazards created by last 
year’s wildfires along many rivers.  Plan your trip in advance and scout routes 
from nearby roadways if you can. Share your plans with family or friends before 
you head out. Avoid drinking alcohol while on the water and wear a life vest at all 
times. ; Thirteen people were stranded after two boats got stuck on mud in 
Tillamook Bay on the Oregon coast. It was reported about 10 p.m. Saturday. 
Some of the occupants of the boats attempted to swim back to shore. Five 
managed to do so but others were stuck on the craft in cold water and muddy 
conditions. The sheriff’s office says crews reached the boats and got the four 
“younger and coldest victims” onboard. They were taken to medical personnel 
waiting on shore. Four others were rescued by a second boat. ; A 63-year-old 
man died Sunday after falling 500 feet while descending Mount Hood. The man, 
whose name will be released once relatives are notified, was climbing with his 
adult son when he fell at the 10,500-foot level on the Old Chute Route. Rescue 
teams navigated what deputies said was a difficult terrain and hazards from 
hydrogen sulfide and other toxic gases venting from fumaroles along the route as 
they made their way to the accident scene. Teams recovered the body and got it 
off the mountain later that afternoon. ; Her family says a 13-year-old Portland girl 



has been hospitalized for more than two weeks after suffering third-degree burns 
while attempting to imitate a video that she saw on the popular social media 
platform TikTok. Destini Crane suffered severe burns on her neck and right arm 
during the May 13 incident and has undergone three skin-graft surgeries and 
remains hospitalized in an intensive care unit. The family told ABC News they are 
speaking out about the accident to help prevent it from happening to someone 
else. Destini’s sister, Andrea Crane, said the incident happened in the bathroom 
of the family’s home. The family believes the teen was attempting to copy a 
TikTok challenge where someone uses flammable liquid to draw a shape on a 
mirror and then lights it on fire. Instead, they say a bottle of rubbing alcohol 
exploded, setting the girl and other items on fire. Her mother said the teen’s 
phone was still recording a TikTok video when they retrieved it. / CRIME: 
Springfield Police say a suspect in a neighborhood disturbance was shot and 
wounded by a Springfield Police officer on Sunday night. As is the case with such 
incidents, an interagency investigation team will review the circumstances of the 
case. Springfield Police say they were called to the location in the 400 block of 
Broadway Street, off Centennial, shortly after 9:00 p.m. Sunday. They say when 
officers located the suspect and tried to take him into custody, the man was 
uncooperative and fought with officers, leading to the discharge of a police 
weapon. The man was taken to the hospital with what were described as non-life-
threatening injuries. The officers were treated for minor injuries. Anyone who has 
additional information about the incident or events leading up to it are asked to 
call Springfield Police at 541-726-3714. / HEALTH: Over the four-day Friday 
through Monday holiday period, Lane County Public Health officials yesterday 
reported a combined 60 new cases of COVID-19 but no new deaths. Sixteen 
patients are hospitalized. Six of those are in intensive-care units and, of those, 
four are on ventilators. For the first time since late March, the number of people 
considered infectious in Lane County has dipped below 100, to 97. The Oregon 
Health Authority over the three-day holiday weekend reported a combined more 
than 800 new COVID cases and six additional deaths. Oregon has recorded more 
than 201,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19 since the start of the pandemic. 
Officials say 2,671 residents have died from complications of the virus. More than 
33.2 million Americans have contracted COVID-19 during the past 14 months and 
more than 594,000 have died. ; More than 208,000 Lane County residents have 
received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine during the past six months—
including roughly 63 percent of the adult population ages 16 and older. If we can 
reach the 65 percent first-dose vaccination target set by the governor and state 
health officials in the next two weeks, Lane County will qualify for a move to Low-
Risk restrictions on June 11. Moving to Low Risk would ease many local COVID-
19 restrictions on businesses and gatherings. Currently, our indoor capacities for 
restaurants, fitness and entertainment venues are capped at 25 percent. ; Want to 
be vaccinated? More free, drop-in COVID-19 vaccine clinics are set for this week. 
There’s one today through Friday in the parking lot of Eugene’s Autzen Stadium 
from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The clinic is offering doses of the Pfizer vaccine and 
are open to anyone ages 12 and older. Youth ages 12, 13, and 14 will need to be 
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian or have one of those adults fill out a 
signed copy of a consent form that may be downloaded from Lane County’s 
vaccination clinic webpage. While these are drop-in clinics, you also may 
schedule an appointment for an even faster experience. Other vaccination 



opportunities are available through local health care partners, including many 
medical practices, clinics, non-profit organizations, and pharmacies. Learn more 
at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics / AGRICULTURE, COMMUNITY: Seven apple 
varieties previously believed to be lost or extinct have been found in old orchards 
in Oregon, Washington, Oregon and Idaho. That includes varieties located near 
Salem and the Wallowa County ghost town of Flora. The Lost Apple Project and 
the Temperate Orchard Conservancy announced the latest discoveries this 
month. The Lost Apple Project has partnered with the Whitman County Historical 
Society to identify and preserve heritage apple trees and orchards. Over the 
course of the project, the groups have found 29 “lost” apple varieties once thought 
to have disappeared. / SPORTS: Briefly in college baseball: Oregon Baseball 
hosts one of 16 regionals starting Friday as part of the NCAA Tournament. The 
Ducks are the Number 14 overall seed and meet Central Connecticut at 2 p.m. 
Friday at P.K. Park. The game will air on ESPN3. Other teams in the Eugene 
Regional are Gonzaga and LSU. Tickets are on sale at GoDucks.com ; Oregon 
State Baseball is headed to Fort Worth, Texas, to meet Dallas Baptist at 11 a.m. 
(our time) in their regional tournament. The game will air on ESPN3. Host TCU 
and McNeese are also in the regional. ; Hayward Field will have a capacity of 
4,400 fans per day for the NCAA Division I Men's and Women's Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships June 9-12. A limited number of tickets go on sale on 
Friday, June 4. Keep an eye on GoDucks,com for details. Fans will be required to 
wear face coverings, and there will be sections only available to fully vaccinated 
patrons who will be required to show proof of vaccination upon entry. There will 
be physically distanced sections for unvaccinated patrons. ; There will be a good-
sized crowd in the stands when the U.S. Olympic Track & Field Trials open at 
Eugene’s Hayward Field June 18-27. Organizers with TrackTown USA say 
they’ve been told they’ll be able to welcome thousands of fans each day. They 
are working with season ticket holders first. Their tickets were refunded in April 
when it appeared no spectators would be allowed. If any seats remain after that, 
they will be offered for sale to the public. Fans will be divided in to vaccinated and 
unvaccinated sections. Proof of vaccination will be required for those sections 
with relaxed restrictions. /  
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HEALTH, COMMUNITY, BUSINESS, ECONOMY: On Friday, Lane County is 
moving from the state’s High-Risk tier of COVID-19 restrictions to Moderate Risk. 
And county public health officials say if another 2,863 residents receive their first 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine between now and the end of the weekend, we will 
qualify to move to Low-Risk on June 11. It comes as coronavirus infection rates 
continue to decline locally. Lane County Public Health officials say we are now 
less than one percent away from the state goal of a 65 percent first-dose 
vaccination rate, which would automatically move us to those Low-Risk 
restrictions. It comes residents rolled up their sleeves and received a combined 
nearly 6,000 doses during the past week. When Lane County moves to 
MODERATE RISK on Friday: Restaurants, bars, and other food and beverage 
establishments will see their limits on indoor capacity rise from 25 percent to 50 
percent. Outdoor dining capacity will increase a bit. And groups of up to eight 
people will be able to share a table. Indoor recreation, indoor fitness, and indoor 
entertainment establishments will see their indoor capacity rise to 20 percent 
occupancy, or 100 people total, whichever number is larger. Outdoor capacities 
also increase from 15 percent to 25 percent of capacity. Capacity in retail stores 
will increase to 75 percent. Curbside pick-up is still encouraged. Indoor capacity 
for faith-based institutions, funeral homes, mortuaries, and cemeteries will 
increase from 25 to 50 percent. Outdoor capacities also increase. A reminder: 
Those limits are only recommendations for faith-based institutions. Moving to Low 
Risk would ease many local COVID-19 restrictions on businesses and gatherings. 
Currently, our indoor capacities for restaurants, fitness and entertainment venues 
are capped at 25 percent. Benton County—which last month reached the 65 
percent vaccination threshold—is in Low-Risk. But Douglas and Linn Counties are 
remaining at High-Risk levels for at least another week.  HEALTH: Want to be 
vaccinated? More free, drop-in COVID-19 vaccine clinics are set for this week. 
There’s one today in the parking lot of Eugene’s Autzen Stadium from 3:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. The Autzen clinic offers your choice of the two-dose Pfizer vaccine or 
the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The J&J vaccine is available to 
those ages 16 and older. The Pfizer vaccine is for anyone ages 12 and older. 
Youth ages 12, 13, and 14 will need to be accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian or have one of those adults fill out a signed copy of a consent form that 
may be downloaded from Lane County’s vaccination clinic webpage. There also 
is a drop-in clinic from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. today at Churchill High School 



offering the Pfizer vaccine. Other vaccination opportunities are available through 
local health care partners, including many medical practices, clinics, non-profit 
organizations, and pharmacies. Learn more at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics ;  
Two more Lane County residents have died from complications of COVID-19, 
raising our pandemic death toll to 154: The Oregon Health Authority reports one 
was a 46-year-old man who was diagnosed on May 14 and died on Sunday at 
McKenzie-Willamette Medical Center. He had underlying health issues. The other 
was a 59-year-old man who was diagnosed on May 21 and died on Friday at his 
residence. He had underlying health issues. Lane County Public Health yesterday 
was notified of 31 new COVID-19 cases. Seventeen local patients are 
hospitalized, with five of those in intensive care including three on ventilators. 
Statewide, the Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 177 new cases. More 
than 33.2 million Americans have contracted COVID-19 during the past 14 
months and more than 595,000 have died. / HOUSING, BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Oregon landlords whose tenants have fallen behind 
on rent during the pandemic have one more chance this month to apply for relief 
from the state. Oregon Housing and Community Services yesterday opened 
applications for a final round of funding through its $150 million Landlord 
Compensation Fund. Landlords may apply for relief to cover 80 percent of the 
rent they are owed by residential tenants since April 2020 in exchange for 
forgiving the remaining 20 percent of unpaid rent. Landlords may apply until June 
18 and applications will be reviewed as they come in. Oregon lawmakers created 
the fund in December as part of legislation to extend the state’s eviction 
moratorium through June for renters who declared they were experiencing 
financial hardship. Lawmakers have since passed legislation that will give renters 
until February 2022 to repay their past-due rent. Landlords only recently began 
receiving checks through the Landlord Compensation Fund, after technical issues 
with the online portal led to delays processing the first round of payments earlier 
this year. But the state ultimately still approved nearly $33 million in assistance 
through its first round of funding to cover the unpaid rent of nearly 12,000 
households. / BUSINESS, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Cocktails-to-go, anyone? 
The Oregonian and OregonLive report state lawmakers have passed a bill that 
turns the temporarily rule allowing the to-go sale of packaged cocktails into a 
permanent one. Cocktails-to-go became popular during the early months of the 
pandemic as bars and restaurants closed. State officials approved the sales to 
help the businesses shore up their bottom lines and make it easier for residents 
who were staying home to enjoy their favorite alcoholic beverages while they 
were there. The Oregonian and OregonLive report cocktails-to-go sales will 
continue to require that such drinks be sold in sealed containers for off-premises 
consumption. State Senator Lee Beyer of Springfield was one of the sponsors. 
Fifteen other states and the District of Columbia have similar laws. The bill now 
goes to the governor for her signature. / SAFETY, CRIME, POLITICS, 
GOVERNMENT: Oregon Governor Kate Brown yesterday signed a much-
debated gun storage bill into law. It passed largely along party lines. The new law 
takes effect three months after the Legislature adjourns this summer. It requires 
that firearms be secured with a trigger or cable lock, in a locked container or gun 
room. Supporters say it will prevent accidental shootings by children, suicides and 
mass shootings. Opponents said a delay in accessing a firearm for self-defense 
could cost lives. The bill was named for two people (Cindy Yuille and Steve 



Forsyth) who were slain during a mass shooting at the Clackamas Town Center 
shopping mall near Portland in 2012 by a man who stole a friend’s AR-15 rifle. A 
third person was seriously wounded. The new law also bans bringing weapons 
into the state Capitol. / SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: Western Oregon’s wildfire 
season is off to an early start. Crews from the Douglas Forest Protective 
Association and Elkton Rural Fire Department responded to a fire Tuesday 
evening around 8:25 p.m. It was located three miles southwest of Elkton near 
Mehl Creek Road. Arriving crews found a fire burning across an estimated 40 
acres in a previously logged area and spreading quickly up a steep hillside. 
Strong, gusty winds created a number of spot fires nearby as the blaze burned 
through heavy brush and logging slash. During the evening, crews from the 
Kellogg Rural Fire Department, North Douglas County Fire & EMS, Oakland Rural 
Fire Department, and contract firefighter resources joined the fight. The blaze this 
morning is 80 percent contained. Close to 115 people are working on the fire 
lines. No homes are currently threatened by the Mehl Creek Fire and no 
evacuations are in place. The cause of the blaze is under investigation. ; In 
South-Central Oregon, crews say the Sycan River Fire is 100 percent lined and 
30 percent contained. The blaze, burning northeast of Klamath Falls on the 
Fremont-Winema (wy-NEE’-muh) National Forest, has charred 615 acres. Close 
to 150 firefighters are working on containment and mop-up operations. The effort 
helped lower evacuation advisories in a nearby rural subdivision. A smaller blaze, 
the 34-acre Yellow Jacket Fire south of the town of Beatty, is 50 percent 
contained. But crews remain alert: The National Weather Service has issued a 
Red Flag Warning for this afternoon in parts of South-Central Oregon with 
thunderstorms in the forecast and an increased risk of wildfire starts. / SPORTS: 
Briefly in college baseball: Oregon Baseball hosts one of 16 regionals starting 
Friday as part of the NCAA Tournament. The Ducks are the Number 14 overall 
seed and meet Central Connecticut at 2 p.m. Friday at P.K. Park. The game will 
air on ESPN3. Other teams in the Eugene Regional are Gonzaga and LSU. 
Tickets are on sale at GoDucks.com ; Oregon State Baseball is headed to Fort 
Worth, Texas, to meet Dallas Baptist at 11 a.m. (our time) Friday in their regional 
tournament. The game will air on ESPN3. Host TCU and McNeese are also in the 
regional. /  
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HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT: Grass pollen counts remain high this week. Tree 
pollen is finally easing. See the Oregon Allergy Associates readings (and credit 
them for the numbers) at https://www.oregonallergyassociates.com/pollen-counts/ 
/ SAFETY: All westbound lanes of the Beltline Highway reopened between River 
Road and the Delta Highway shortly before midnight last night. The lanes were 
shut down earlier in the evening following a traffic accident, several secondary 
collisions, and heavy congestion. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health officials 
say 64.1 percent of all residents ages 16 and older have received at least the first 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine. That puts us less than one percent away from 
permanently moving the county to the state’s Low-Risk tier of restrictions as early 
as June 11. To get there, officials say another 2,776 people need to roll up their 
sleeves to be vaccinated. Public Health experts say if you’ve been planning to 
receive a dose but have not done so yet, now is a great time. Your vaccination 
will help Lane County’s economy and lead to further reopening of local 
businesses. This Friday, Lane County is moving from High-Risk to Moderate Risk, 
which somewhat loosens indoor and outdoor capacities for everything from bars 
and restaurants to fitness, outdoor, and entertainment businesses and retail 
shops. ; Want to be vaccinated? More free, drop-in COVID-19 vaccine clinics are 
set for this week. There’s one today in the parking lot of Eugene’s Autzen 
Stadium from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The Autzen clinic offers your choice of the 
two-dose Pfizer vaccine or the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The J&J 
vaccine is available to those ages 16 and older. The Pfizer vaccine is for anyone 
ages 12 and older. Youth ages 12, 13, and 14 will need to be accompanied by a 
parent or legal guardian or have one of those adults fill out a signed copy of a 
consent form that may be downloaded from Lane County’s vaccination clinic 
webpage. Other vaccination opportunities are available through local health care 
partners, including many medical practices, clinics, non-profit organizations, and 
pharmacies. Learn more at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics ; Lane County Public 
Health yesterday was notified of 14 new COVID-19 cases but no new deaths. Our 
hospitalization numbers increased to 19 yesterday, with six local patients in 
intensive care. Four of those people are on ventilators. Statewide, the Oregon 
Health Authority yesterday reported 356 new cases and two deaths. More than 
33.3 million Americans have contracted COVID-19 during the past 15 months and 
more than 595,000 have died. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: Lane County’s move 
tomorrow to Moderate-Risk restrictions and the gradual decline in statewide 



COVID-19 cases is good news for seniors in the Eugene School District. Officials 
updated plans for outdoor high school graduation ceremonies and say the Class 
of 2021 will be able to take part in a single in-person commencement. Earlier, 
tighter restrictions meant planning for two ceremonies for each high school, each 
featuring half of its graduating class. Now, everyone will be able to be together, 
outdoors, rain or shine. Each graduating Eugene School District senior may invite 
up to four guests. Those guests will be able to sit together as a group with 
physical distancing from other groups of invited guests. Face masks will be 
optional at the outdoor ceremonies, with participants and spectators are 
encouraged but not required to be vaccinated and wear face masks. The Eugene 
School District’s graduation season begins on Friday, June 11, and continues 
through June 17. / SPORTS, HEALTH: The Eugene Emeralds are expanding 
capacity later this month at P.K. Park and will seat up to 2,000 fans at their home 
games. The loosened capacity guidelines will include sections for vaccinated and 
unvaccinated fans. The changes take effect on June 15th, which the Ems have 
dubbed “Re-Opening Day.” The COVID-19 Vaccination Sections will be open to 
fans who are fully vaccinated and at least two weeks post their final dose. To gain 
admittance to those sections, fans must show their vaccine cards upon entry. 
Vaccinated fans will be able to remove their masks if they choose. As an added 
incentive and also starting on June 15, fans who are vaccinated also will receive a 
fifty percent discount during the Emeralds Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
home games. Tickets can be purchased online at www.EmeraldsBaseball.com / 
RECREATION, HEALTH: Operators of a popular Oregon attraction say they’ve 
sold all of the tickets for this weekend’s reopening and will put next weekend’s 
admissions up for sale on Monday. It’s big news for fans of The Enchanted 
Forest, south of Salem. The 50-year-old attraction was closed most of the past 
year by the pandemic and to repair damage from winter storms.  The family that 
runs the seasonal amusement park also dealt with the deaths of two relatives in 
the Santiam Canyon wildfire. Enchanted Forest operators hoped to reopen last 
month but put that on hold after receiving angry and threatening social media 
comments, emails, and phone messages about their policy requiring that visitors 
wear masks unless they voluntarily showed proof of vaccination. Concerned 
about the safety of their staff, and not wanting young children visiting the park to 
be exposed to potential confrontations and bad behavior, the amusement park’s 
operators postponed their opening and refunded the early ticket sales. Since 
then, they say they have received a flood of support. Capacity remains limited 
because of the pandemic. But federal and state COVID-19 restrictions have 
loosened. Enchanted Forest operators say masks will not be required outdoors. 
But they will be needed indoors for those ages five and older who are not actively 
eating or drinking. / HEALTH: Ohio has announced the next winners of its vaccine 
lottery incentive, including an adult who will take home $1 million and a child who 
will receive a full college scholarship. Gov. Mike DeWine announced the Vax-a-
Million program May 12 to renew interest in getting a coronavirus vaccine. 
Governors in several states, including Oregon, have since put similar lottery 
incentives in place. More than 3.2 million Ohioans have now entered their names 
for a shot at the $1 million, and more than 133,000 children have entered for the 
scholarship, which includes tuition, room-and-board and books. / HEALTH, 
RECREATION: A study by researchers with Kaiser Permanente (say: purr’-muh-
NEHN’-tay) offers another good reason to be active this summer: It suggests that 



exercise can reduce your risk of severe COVID-19. The experts reviewed data 
from nearly 50,000 people with COVID-19. Those who engaged in regular 
physical activity appeared to have stronger protection from hospitalization, 
admissions to intensive care units, and death. Even exercising inconsistently 
lowered the odds for severe COVID-19 outcomes when compared to people who 
were not active at all. Being consistently inactive more than doubled the odds of 
hospitalization compared with being consistently active. The researchers 
concluded that even a basic recommended level of exercise, such as walking 30 
minutes a day five days a week, is enough to help your body to fight off a variety 
of disease, including COVID-19. Those who authored the Kaiser Permanente 
study say we already know that being active has many physical and mental health 
benefits. But they say the data underscores its importance during the pandemic 
and beyond. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, GOVERNMENT, DEVELOPMENT: Some 
key members of Oregon’s congressional delegation spent part of the day 
yesterday visiting communities recovering from the Holiday Farm Fire. U.S. 
Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley, along with Fourth District Congressman 
Peter DeFazio, headed up the McKenzie to take part in the grand reopening of 
the Blue River Post Office. The post office was destroyed in the September 
wildfire. It was a chance to meet with residents and hear about their rebuilding 
efforts and challenges they face. They also visited McKenzie Fire & Rescue to 
speak with first responders. And they traveled to McKenzie High School and 
heard about the push to expand broadband opportunities as well as community 
partnerships to support the students. / SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: That wildfire 
burning three miles southwest of Elkton in northern Douglas County now is 80 
percent contained. Officials say 115 firefighters—supported by water tenders, 
bulldozers, and helicopters—made significant progress battling the blaze and 
created fire lines around the entire perimeter. Fire managers say about 100 acres 
have burned, mostly in heavy brush and logging slash. The focus over the next 
few days is extinguishing any “smokes” and smoldering materials within the fire 
area as part of mop-up operations. The process could take days or even weeks. 
Smoke from the interior of the fire might be visible to nearby residents and drivers 
while the work is underway, but no homes are threatened. While there are no 
road closures in place, motorists are asked to slow down and make room for fire 
equipment and personnel traveling and working near Mehl Creek Road. If 
possible, avoid the area. ; A wildfire in the Columbia Gorge near The Dalles 
prompted evacuations for several hours Wednesday afternoon and briefly closed 
a stretch of Interstate 84 on the eastern end of the Gorge. A section of U.S. 30 
between The Dalles and Rowena remained closed overnight while crews worked 
to contain the blaze. Earlier in the afternoon, Level 3 "GO" evacuations were 
issued for several neighborhoods and businesses on the west side of The Dalles 
but later were reduced to Level 1 or “Be ready.” Power was cut for several hours 
to Rowena so utility workers could repair downed electrical lines. The blaze had 
burned close to 130 acres of dry grass, brush, and timber and was fueled by 
strong winds. But by 6 p.m. crews said they had it about 70 percent contained. ; 
In South-Central Oregon, crews say the Sycan River Fire has charred 615 acres 
but is 50 percent contained. The blaze is burning northeast of Klamath Falls on 
the Fremont-Winema National Forest. Close to 150 firefighters are working on 
containment and mop-up operations. All evacuation orders have been lifted for a 
nearby rural subdivision. A smaller blaze, the 34-acre Yellow Jacket Fire south of 



the town of Beatty, is fully contained. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, BUSINESS, 
SAFETY: Late this morning, members of Oregon’s Public Utility Commission hear 
from a number of major utility representatives about how they’re preparing for the 
summer wildfire season. The panel will hear from leaders of Pacific Power, 
Portland General Electric, Idaho Power, Lumen—the former CenturyLink, and 
AT&T. They’ll discuss how they’ve prepared their systems and their customers 
after last year’s massive blazes. ; The Bonneville Power Administration, the 
region’s electricity broker, this week outlined its new public safety power shutoff 
procedure. It comes after last summer and fall’s devastating Oregon wildfires and 
discussions of the role utility equipment might have played in sparking or 
contributing to the blazes. BPA officials expect such shutoffs to be rare and a last 
resort. But they say that as climate change creates drier conditions in the Pacific 
Northwest during the summer months, utilities need to take such steps to ensure 
their equipment does not start or contribute to wildfires. BPA managers say 
criteria for such shutoffs would include very dry ground, wind gusts above 60 
mph, and relative humidity below 20 percent. Bonneville officials add that even if 
they’re forced to take a BPA transmission line out of service, that does not 
necessarily mean Northwest residents and businesses will lose power. / 
TRANSPORTATION: The northbound lanes of Interstate 5 remained closed just 
this side of the Oregon-California border for much of yesterday evening after a 
commercial truck caught fire near milepost 11, just south of Ashland.  The truck 
fire was reported around 6 p.m. The semi’s trailer was hauling a shipment of 
paper products appeared to be a total loss. Crews spent several hours last night 
dousing burning debris then clearing the pavement to begin reopening the 
northbound lanes. When they did, it took another hour or so to clear the traffic 
back-up, which extended over Siskiyou Summit and into California. / 
ENVIRONMENT, POLITICS: Oregon would adopt one of the country's most 
ambitious timelines for eliminating carbon dioxide emissions from its power grid 
under a bill being considered by the Legislature this year. House Bill 2021 — a 
product of negotiations between the state's largest utilities, environmental justice 
groups, renewable energy boosters and others — advanced out of committee late 
last month. It now must be factored into the state budgeting process before being 
considered for final votes in the state House and Senate. Oregon Public 
Broadcasting reports the bill sets a timetable by which Oregon's two major power 
companies, Portland General Electric and Pacific Power, must eliminate carbon 
emissions associated with the electricity they generate and move to cleaner 
energy sources. ; Officials from Oregon, New York and close to one dozen other 
states are backing a plan under which the state of California would set its own 
automobile tailpipe pollution standards. Those standards would be tighter than 
those backed by the Environmental Protection Agency. The push is part of an 
effort to reverse a key Trump administration policy. Backers say the change could 
help usher in stricter emissions standards nationwide for new passenger vehicles. 
Allowing California to set more stringent pollution standards for cars and SUVs 
would give the state greater leverage in discussions with automakers as states 
and federal officials seek a climate-friendly agreement on emissions standards. In 
all, 13 states have signed on to California’s vehicle standards, which were 
granted under a waiver the Trump administration revoked in 2019. / CRIME: In 
November of 2018, Oregon State Police stopped a motorist for speeding on 
northbound Interstate Five near Eugene. A search of the trunk of his vehicle led to 



the discovery of 124 pounds of methamphetamine, valued at about $300,000. At 
the time, it was the state’s largest single meth seizure. Now, The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report the driver, 22-year-old Gerardo Antonio Ceballos, will spend 
more than one year in prison in connection with the crime. Prosecutors say 
Ceballos was a teenager when he made the trip from California. He pleaded guilty 
to possession with intent to distribute. Prosecutors recommended a lighter 
sentence, saying Ceballos participated in a pretrial supervision program, got a 
job, and matured over the past 19 months. / EVENTS, HEALTH, COMMUNITY: 
Carly Pearce, Big & Rich, and the Marshall Tucker Band are among the acts 
performing this summer at the Lane County Fair. Fair officials unveiled the lineup 
on Wednesday. It features: Wednesday, July 21st: THE MARSHALL TUCKER 
BAND @ 7:30 pm ; Thursday, July 22nd: BIG & RICH @ 7:30 pm ; Friday, July 
23rd: JEFFERSON STARSHIP @ 7:30 pm ; Saturday, July 24th: NELLY @ 7:30 
pm ; Sunday, July 25th: CARLY PEARCE @ 5:30 pm. Reserved-seat tickets will 
go on sale soon at www.atthefair.com  and on the Lane County Fair Facebook 
page at www.Facebook.com/LaneCountyFair Ticket prices will vary per show and 
INCLUDE Fair admission. Patrons may also enjoy the concert for free with Fair 
admission in the limited standing room area outside the concert venue. / 
SPORTS: It was an all-Oregon national championship at the NAIA Softball World 
Series yesterday in Columbus, Georgia. The Southern Oregon Raiders defeated 
the Oregon Tech Owls to win back-to-back national championships. Southern 
Oregon University is located in Ashland and Oregon Tech is in Klamath Falls. The 
schools, which are about 65 miles from one-another, were the top seeds entering 
the tournament. ; Briefly in college baseball: Oregon Baseball hosts one of 16 
regionals starting Friday as part of the NCAA Tournament. The Ducks are the 
Number 14 overall seed and meet Central Connecticut at 2 p.m. Friday at P.K. 
Park. The game will air on ESPN3. Other teams in the Eugene Regional are 
Gonzaga and LSU. Tickets are on sale at GoDucks.com ; Oregon State Baseball 
is headed to Fort Worth, Texas, to meet Dallas Baptist at 11 a.m. (our time) 
Friday in their regional tournament. The game will air on ESPN3. Host TCU and 
McNeese are also in the regional. / CRIME, BUSINESS: The world's largest meat 
processing company says it has resumed most of its production after a weekend 
cyberattack. However, internet experts say the kind of vulnerabilities in computer 
systems such as the ones in use at JBS SA leave other companies open to 
similar attacks. In a statement late yesterday, the FBI blamed the attack on the 
meat processor to REvil, a Russian-speaking gang that has been making some of 
the largest ransomware demands ever in recent months. The federal law 
enforcement agency says it is working to bring the group to justice. /  
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HEALTH, COMMUNITY, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: Lane County today moves 
down to the state’s Moderate-Risk tier of COVID-19 restrictions. Restaurants, 
bars, and other food and beverage establishments are seeing their limits on 
indoor capacity rise from 25 percent to 50 percent. Outdoor dining capacity 
increases a bit. Groups of up to eight people may share a table. For Indoor 
recreation, indoor fitness, and indoor entertainment establishments, indoor 
capacity is rising to 20 percent occupancy or 100 people total, whichever number 
is larger. Outdoor capacities have increased from 15 percent to 25 percent. 
Capacity in retail stores is up to 75 percent. Curbside pick-up still is encouraged. 
Indoor capacity for faith-based institutions, funeral homes, mortuaries, and 
cemeteries is increasing from 25 to 50 percent. Outdoor capacities also are 
increasing. For faith-based institutions, these limits are recommendations only. 
Benton County is permanently at Low-Risk levels after last month reaching the 
state’s 65 percent target for vaccination of adults 16 and older. But Douglas and 
Linn Counties remain at High-Risk levels for at least another week. Coos County 
is at Moderate Risk but could move to High Risk is its numbers do not improve. / 
HEALTH: There’s a big push to get another 2,000-plus people vaccinated this 
weekend in Lane County so we may reach a 65 percent vaccination rate for 
adults ages 16 and older. If we can do it in the next few days, it would allow us to 
move permanently to the Low-Risk level of state restrictions as early as next 
Friday, June 11. As of yesterday, 64.2 percent of Lane County adults have 
received at least their first vaccine dose. And here’s an incentive for those of you 
who’ve been wanting to be vaccinated but have put it off for whatever reason: 
Stop by one of the county’s free, drop-in clinics, roll up your sleeve, and receive 
your first dose of vaccine. You’ll be entered in a drawing. Prizes include a pair 
season tickets to Oregon football, men’s basketball, women’s basketball, or for 
the upcoming U.S. Olympic Track and Field Trials. The giveaway is sponsored by 
Lane County Public Health, in partnership with the University of Oregon and 
TrackTown. You must be a resident of Lane County and receive your first 
vaccination dose between yesterday and Monday, June 7. Today’s qualifying 
clinic locations include: The clinic in the Autzen Stadium parking lot in Eugene. It 
runs from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The clinic is offering three choices: the two-dose 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, as well as the single-dose Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine. At North Eugene High School, the two-dose Pfizer vaccine is being 
offered between 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. today. And a clinic at the Florence Events 



Center is offering a choice of the two-dose Pfizer vaccine or the single-dose 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine today between noon and 6:00 p.m. On Saturday, 
June 5: The clinic in the Autzen Stadium parking lot in Eugene is operating 
between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. The clinic is offering three choices: the two-dose 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, as well as the single-dose Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine. At Pleasant Hill High School on Saturday, the free drop-in clinic runs 
from noon to 4:00 p.m. Participants will be offered a choice of the two-dose Pfizer 
or single-dose Johnson& Johnson vaccine. On Sunday, June 6: The clinic in the 
Autzen Stadium parking lot in Eugene is operating between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. The clinic is offering three choices: the two-dose Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines, as well as the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The J&J 
vaccine is available to those ages 16 and older. The Pfizer vaccine is for anyone 
ages 12 and older. Youth ages 12, 13, and 14 will need to be accompanied by a 
parent or legal guardian or have one of those adults fill out a signed copy of a 
consent form that may be downloaded from Lane County’s vaccination clinic 
webpage. Walk-ins are welcome, especially at the Autzen Stadium location which 
is set up to accommodate large groups of people. Appointments can also be 
made at www.lanecounty.org/vaxclinics or 
www.lanecounty.org/clinicasdevacunas On Saturday, the Autzen Stadium 
location will also host DJ/MC Marti Gee, who volunteered to provide tunes for the 
mass vaccination clinic, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. ; Lane County Public Health 
yesterday was notified of 21 new COVID-19 cases and one new death: a 76-year-
old man who died last month after being ill for two weeks. He had underlying 
health conditions. Our hospitalization numbers increased to 22 yesterday, with six 
local patients in intensive care. Three of those people are on ventilators. 
Statewide, the Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 267 new cases and 
seven deaths. More than 33.3 million Americans have contracted COVID-19 
during the past 15 months and more than 596,000 have died. / CRIME: 
Springfield Police say they received calls shortly before 11 p.m. yesterday about a 
reported shooting in the parking lot of some businesses in the 500 block of West 
Centennial Boulevard. Witnesses described hearing several shots following a 
dispute. Officers say they located one man who had been involved in a nearby 
apartment complex and that he was treated at the hospital for stab wounds. 
Detectives were interviewing a second man at the hospital who had been shot 
and suffered potentially life-threatening wounds. Investigators do not believe there 
is any continuing threat to the public. No other details are being released for now, 
but police are asking any additional witnesses contact them. Springfield Police: 
541-726-3714. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: A series of moderate earthquakes 
struck overnight in the Pacific Ocean about 90-100 miles west of the city of Gold 
Beach. The first and largest was recorded shortly before midnight and had a 
magnitude of 5.9. A handful of other temblors of magnitude 3.0 or greater were 
recorded over the next 90 minutes. Fewer than one dozen people reported feeling 
them. No damage reported. No threat of a tsunami. / SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT, 
WILDFIRE RECOVERY: With much of Oregon in drought and trees, brush and 
grasses drying quickly, state officials yesterday offered a sobering preview of our 
upcoming wildfire season. But they also outlined preparations to allow for faster 
response and to aid those who might need to quickly evacuate in the path of any 
flames. Oregon has a coordinated fire suppression system involving federal, 
state, and local governments and agencies. Among those taking the lead at the 



states level: the Oregon Department of Forestry, Office of the State Fire Marshal, 
Office of Emergency Management, and Department of Environmental Quality. 
Officials say they have taken the harsh lessons from September’s devastating 
wildfires and used them to better prepare this season. That includes expanding 
and refining state and local emergency alert systems and urging residents to sign 
up to receive those alerts. With forecasts calling for Western Oregon to be in High 
to Extreme wildfire risk for most of the summer, you’re also being encouraged to 
prepare “Go” kits for every member of your household should you need to rapidly 
evacuate. Last year’s wildfires burned more than one million acres; destroyed 
more than 5,000 homes, businesses, and other structures; and killed nine people. 
/ HEALTH, EDUCATION, FAMILY, EVENTS: Lane County’s move to Moderate-
Risk restrictions and the gradual decline in statewide COVID-19 cases is good 
news for seniors in the Eugene School District. Officials updated plans for outdoor 
high school graduation ceremonies and say the Class of 2021 will be able to take 
part in a single in-person commencement. Earlier, tighter restrictions meant 
planning for two ceremonies for each high school, each featuring half of its 
graduating class. Now, everyone will be able to be together, outdoors, rain or 
shine. Each graduating Eugene School District senior may invite up to four 
guests. Those guests will be able to sit together as a group with physical 
distancing from other groups of invited guests. Face masks will be optional at the 
outdoor ceremonies. Vaccination is encouraged but not required. The Eugene 
School District’s graduation season begins on Friday, June 11, and continues 
through June 17. / SPORTS:) – Briefly in college baseball: Oregon Baseball hosts 
one of 16 NCAA regionals starting today. The Ducks are the Number 14 overall 
seed and meet Central Connecticut at 2 p.m. at P.K. Park. The game airs on 
ESPN3. Other teams in the Eugene Regional are Gonzaga and LSU. Tickets are 
on sale at GoDucks.com ; Oregon State Baseball is headed to Fort Worth, Texas, 
to meet Dallas Baptist at 11 a.m. (our time) today in their regional tournament. 
The game airs on ESPN3. Host TCU and McNeese are also in the regional. ; 
Soccer, anyone? After nearly two years away from the playing fields, the Lane 
United Football Club is welcoming fans back for its 12-match season. The club 
hosts PDX FC at 7:00 p.m. this evening at Eugene’s Civic Park. For now, capacity 
is limited. Season ticket holders are able to attend but individual match tickets will 
only be sold if season ticket seats are available. Lane United FC Season tickets 
went on sale yesterday afternoon. Get yours 
at https://www.laneutd.com/tickets.html Have questions about ticketing or need 
gameday information? Email tickets@laneunitedfc.com or call 541-780-2012. / 
EVENTS, COMMUNITY: The annual Function4Junction gets underway this 
evening and runs through the weekend in Junction City. It features show-and-
shines and cruises. The All-Years’ Cruise begins this evening at 6:30 p.m. / 
ENVIRONMENT, EVENTS: Saturday and Sunday are part of another great free 
fishing weekend, brought to you by the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife. 
Everyone can fish, clam and crab for free in Oregon on June 5-6. No fishing 
licenses or tags (including a Combined Angling Tag, Columbia River Basin 
Endorsement or Two-Rod Validation) are required by Oregon residents or 
nonresidents to fish, crab or clam in Oregon on these dates. Although no licenses 
or tags are required, all other fishing regulations apply including closures, bag 
limits and size restrictions. See the Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations at 
http://www.eregulations.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/21ORFW-LR.pdf to find 



out more and remember to check for any in-season regulation changes, 
especially for salmon and steelhead fishing at your fishing destination. Be sure to 
check the current Recreation Report at https://myodfw.com/recreation-
report/fishing-report/ Many popular bodies of water and accessible sections of 
rivers have been freshly stocked with trout. That makes them good destinations 
for beginners. They include Alton Baker Canal, Junction City Pond, Leaburg Lake, 
and lots of spots along the McKenzie River, Blue River, Fall Creek, the Willamette 
and elsewhere. / ENVIRONMENT, FISHERIES, RECREATION: The drought is 
forcing Oregon to consider major changes to how it stocks fish in bodies of water 
across the state and to bag limits for fishermen. The drought could also prompt 
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to release hatchery-raised fish earlier 
in the summer, so they have enough water to survive. Officials say stream flows 
are at 25 percent of normal and migratory fish like salmon and steelhead will be 
most affected. Oregon Public Broadcasting also reports that fishermen may be 
required to fish earlier in the day and use barbless hooks so already-stressed fish 
can be released quickly. / POLITICS, GOVERNMENT, ECONOMY, 
TRANSPORTATION: House Democrats released a plan today for spending $547 
billion over the next five years on road, mass transit and rail projects, a blueprint 
for what they want parts of President Joe Biden’s broader infrastructure proposal 
to look like. The proposal from Rep. Peter DeFazio, the Democratic chairman of 
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, is a policy bill that 
continues existing programs set to expire and with key pieces of a larger measure 
President Joe Biden and Republicans are negotiating. The two sides are at odds 
over how to pay for infrastructure projects, with Republicans ruling out higher 
corporate taxes and the White House rejecting a GOP proposal to use unspent 
COVID-19 relief funds. Biden proposed a 15 percent minimum tax on 
corporations — there’s no minimum tax now on corporate profits — and the 
possibility of additional revenues from increased IRS enforcement. He is seeking 
roughly $1 trillion in new infrastructure spending, down from an initial pitch of $2.3 
trillion. Senate Republicans have countered with only $257 billion in additional 
spending on infrastructure as part of a $928 billion package. DeFazio’s legislation, 
a reauthorization of surface transportation programs set to expire Sept. 30, 
doesn’t address how to pay for the projects. He tacked on major investments in 
passenger and freight rail, key pieces of Biden’s $1.7 trillion American Jobs Plan 
within his committee’s jurisdiction. He called the effort a “once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to move our transportation planning out of the 1950s and toward our 
clean energy future.” The bill is being closely watched as a building block toward 
a broader infrastructure package. DeFazio’s panel is expected to debate and vote 
on the measure next week. It is not expected to attract much GOP support, as 
Republicans unveiled their own legislation recently that would authorize about 
$400 billion over five years for road, bridge and transit programs. DeFazio’s 
legislation used as a starting point a bill that passed his committee last year 
without GOP support and was then rolled into a $1.5 trillion infrastructure package 
that passed the House but went nowhere in the Senate. The bill would boost 
investment in roads and bridges by about 54 percent with an emphasis on fixing 
existing infrastructure. It would dedicate about $4 billion to electric vehicle 
charging stations and would provide record levels of investment for pedestrian 
and cyclist pathways. It would also seek to reconnect low-income communities 
divided by highways with a $3 billion program “to correct mistakes of the past.” 



The bill would authorize up to $343 billion for roads, bridges and safety 
improvements. Another $109 billion would go to public transit programs and $95 
billion would go to freight and passenger rail system, including a tripling of funding 
for Amtrak. Republican leaders on the House panel panned the bill in a joint 
statement. “Instead of working with Republicans to find common ground on a bill 
that could earn strong bipartisan support – something our Senate counterparts did 
successfully last month – this bill moves even further to the left to appease the 
most progressive members in the Majority’s party,” the GOP lawmakers said. A 
Senate panel recently passed its version of the highway bill unanimously, but the 
lawmakers didn’t have to vote yet on how they would pay for it, masking major 
differences that are a focal point of negotiations between GOP senators and the 
White House. Business groups such as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the 
Business Roundtable have called on lawmakers to continue negotiations and 
work toward a bipartisan compromise. But some Democrats have questioned the 
merits of that approach and are already unhappy with some of the compromises 
that Biden has offered. They support using a process that would allow Democrats 
to pass an infrastructure boost with a simple majority, which they did through a 
COVID-19 relief measure that delivered $1,400 payments to most Americans. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Traffic note: Up the McKenzie, the Goodpasture 
Covered Bridge is open to residents during the day but closed nightly this week 
from 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. Crews are replacing what are known as “stringers,” which 
are a key part of the substructure that supports the bridge deck. / HEALTH, 
SAFETY, COMMUNITY, BUSINESS: Will Lane County be moving to Low-Risk on 
Friday? And might the state see an end to all COVID-19 restrictions later this 
month? It’s looking increasingly likely. On Friday, county public health officials 
said we needed slightly fewer than 1,100 residents to receive their first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine to reach a 65 percent vaccination rate for adults ages 16 and 
older. If we can do that, Lane County would be moved to permanent Low-risk 
status, which means a big easing of capacity limits for many businesses and 
gatherings. As of Friday, the county was at 64.66 percent and pushing a series of 
free drop-in weekend clinics along with some prize drawings as an incentive for 
those who had not yet received vaccines. Also on Friday, Governor Kate Brown 
announced that Oregon is close to lifting most masking, physical distancing and 
capacity restrictions statewide. Last month, Brown set a vaccination goal for 70 
percent of Oregon adults to receive at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine 
to trigger full reopening of the state’s economy. On Friday, she and state health 
experts said Oregon might hit that benchmark in time for the start of summer—
June 21. For more than a year Oregon has faced some of the nation’s strictest 
safety measures — county risk levels, mask requirements inside and outside, 
limited gatherings, and restaurants closed or severely limited for indoor dining. 
But as vaccination numbers increase and case numbers fall, restrictions have 
been loosening and the focus has shifted from emergency response to pandemic 
recovery. On Friday, Brown said another 127,000 people statewide needed to be 
vaccinated to reach the 70-percent goal. There was a renewed push at many 
vaccination clinics across the state, including special outreach and promotion. 
Once that state reaches its target, restrictions will be loosened more. County-
based metrics will be dropped. Health and safety guidance for businesses, 
venues and faith organizations will be lifted. Masks and face coverings will no 
longer be required in most settings, although you still need them if you’re using 
public transit, at an airport, or visiting a clinic, hospital, or other healthcare setting. 
/  HEALTH: Leaders of the Oregon Health Authority say that at the same time the 
governor is looking toward loosening statewide COVID-19 restrictions, there are 
still far too many COVID-19 cases affecting those who are unvaccinated. On 



Friday, agency leaders shared numbers which indicate 98 percent of Oregon’s 
COVID-19 cases in March, April, and May were among those who either were 
unvaccinated or only partially vaccinated. Similarly, 94 percent of the state’s 
COVID-19 deaths during that three-month period were among the unvaccinated 
or only partially vaccinated. Last week, officials with the Oregon Health Authority 
said most of those who were vaccinated but died were frail, elderly residents—
many of whom were in long-term care facilities and had other health issues and 
weakened immune systems. They and the governor say the health gap between 
the vaccinated and the unvaccinated has become a, quote, “tale of two 
pandemics,” where vaccinated adults are able to return to most activities without 
masking and social distancing. But for those who are unvaccinated, they say the 
virus “still poses a very real threat.” Even with Oregon on the verge of lifting 
statewide COVID-19 restrictions, health officials strongly recommend that all 
unvaccinated residents and those not yet fully vaccinated continue to wear a 
mask. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: Currently, there are no vaccines approved for 
use in children younger than age 12. Oregon Governor Kate Brown has said she 
expects Kindergarten to 12th Grade schools will return to fulltime in-person 
education in the fall. But she added that schools will continue to follow health and 
safety rules, including mask wearing, for now. This school year is winding down. 
And after being disrupted by the pandemic, summer school plans are taking 
shape around the country. Much of the push is being funded by federal money 
included in COVID-19 rescue legislation. It is intended to help districts broaden 
programming and serve a record number of summertime students. As part of the 
push, the Biden administration is requiring states to pour at least $1.2 billion into 
summer enrichment programs. Districts also must reserve at least one-fifth of the 
federal money toward offsetting schoolyear “learning loss.” In most cases, that 
means structuring summer school curriculum to focus on students who have been 
most affected by the shift away from in-person learning. / HEALTH: Cases are 
falling but are far from gone. The Oregon Health Authority over the weekend 
reported 588 new COVID-19 cases and eight deaths. Nationwide, more than 33.3 
million Americans have contracted COVID-19 during the past 15 months and 
more than 597,000 have died. / CRIME: Springfield Police on Sunday morning 
arrested a 45-year-old man after they say he sped away from an attempted traffic 
stop in the 1700 block of Q Street in a stolen vehicle. The pursuit ended in 
Eugene, when the vehicle struck a curb on West 6th Avenue and lost a tire. 
Police say the driver tried to run but was arrested one block away. In addition to 
attempting to elude police in a stolen vehicle and reckless driving, Justin Nicholo 
Parise was charged with multiple warrants for possession of methamphetamine 
and heroin. Police say Parise appeared to be having a medical issue shortly after 
he was apprehended and that officers located a pill bottle in the vehicle containing 
what appeared to be a white powdery substance. As they investigated, both 
officers began coughing violently and their breathing became constricted. They 
were transported to and treated at the hospital. / SPORTS: It’s all or nothing this 
evening at P.K. Park as the Oregon Baseball squad takes on LSU for the 
championship in the Eugene Regional. The winner of the 7 p.m. game, which is 
being broadcast by ESPN2, will advance to the Super Regionals. ; In Texas, the 
Oregon State Baseball team meets Dallas Baptist this afternoon in a rematch to 
determine the champion of the Fort Worth Regional. The 1 p.m. game is being 
carried on ESPNU. ; Hayward Field hosts the NCAA Championships Wednesday 



through Saturday (June 9-12). The Oregon men have 15 entries and are ranked 
Number Two in the nation. Among them, Cole Hocker in the 1500 and 5000 
meters. On Friday, he was named the region’s Track Athlete of the Year. Robert 
Johnson and ben Thomas were voted the west Region’s Coach and Assistant 
Coach of the Year. / TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMY, POLITICS, 
GOVERNMENT: In Congress, House Democrats on Friday released a plan to 
spend $547 billion over the next five years on road, mass transit and rail projects. 
It is a blueprint for what they want to see in parts of President Joe Biden’s broader 
infrastructure proposal. The plan comes from Oregon Congressman Peter 
DeFazio, the Democratic chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee. It is part of a policy bill that continues existing programs that were set 
to expire but also includes key pieces of a larger measure being negotiated by the 
president and Republicans. The two sides remain at odds over how to pay for 
infrastructure projects, with Republicans ruling out higher corporate taxes and the 
White House rejecting a GOP proposal to use unspent COVID-19 relief funds. 
DeFazio’s legislation does not address how to pay for the projects. But he says 
the push to fund a broad national infrastructure program is a “once-in-a-
generation opportunity” to move transportation planning out of the 1950s and 
toward a clean energy future. DeFazio’s panel is expected to debate and vote on 
the measure this week. While a smaller effort stalled in the Senate, DeFazio says 
he feels more optimistic this time around. He calls Biden “an infrastructure 
president” and says there is broader support for such projects in Congress as a 
way to address longtime needs and help jump-start the post-COVID economy. 
The bill would authorize up to $343 billion for roads, bridges and safety 
improvements. Another $109 billion would go to public transit programs and $95 
billion would go to freight and passenger rail system, including a tripling of funding 
for Amtrak. Overall, the bill would boost investment in roads and bridges by about 
54 percent with an emphasis on fixing existing infrastructure. It would dedicate 
about $4 billion to electric vehicle charging stations and would provide record 
levels of investment for pedestrian and cyclist pathways. It would also seek to 
reconnect low-income communities divided by highways with a $3 billion program 
“to correct mistakes of the past.” / MILITARY: A Roseburg native has been 
promoted to a top job with the Oregon Army National Guard. Eric Riley was 
promoted to the rank of Brigadier General on Saturday and scheduled to become 
the Oregon Guard’s Joint Deputy Operations Commander once he completes his 
assignment as commander of the 41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team. Riley led 
the unit during a mobilization to Kosovo in 2020. In his new role, Brigadier 
General Riley is being assigned as the Assistant Adjutant General for the Oregon 
Army National Guard, and will help formulate, develop and coordinate key 
programs, policies and plans. When he’s not working with the National Guard, 
Eric Riley works as the Executive Director of the Partnership for the Umpqua 
Rivers in Roseburg. He leads a staff of six at the non-profit organization, which is 
focused on restoring salmon habitat and monitoring water quality throughout the 
Umpqua River Basin. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: A pair of moderate 
earthquakes struck high on the slopes of Mount Hood on Saturday night. Most 
people nearby didn’t even feel it. The 3.9 magnitude temblors and a series of 
smaller aftershocks were not strong enough to trigger warnings to those using the 
new ShakeAlert system. But The Oregonian and OregonLive report that scientists 
who helped develop the early-warning detection network say the devices quickly 



registered and analyzed the quakes and worked as they’re supposed to. During a 
larger seismic event, ShakeAlert is designed to give Oregonians a momentary 
warning before a quake’s shock wave hits them. The amount of warning is 
determined by the intensity of the quake and how far away people are when they 
are alerted either though a television or radio message or on their mobile devices. 
The intent is to give people a few seconds to take shelter and to stop critical 
systems. They range from transportation vehicles to industrial machinery, medical 
equipment to gas valves. ShakeAlert operates in Oregon, California and 
Washington. California was first to activate the system in 2019; Oregon’s system 
went live in March, and Washington’s has been active since May. The technology 
uses a network of regional sensors to detect an earthquake, then rapidly calculate 
a quake’s size and location, and where it is likely to generate shaking. ShakeAlert 
immediately sends alerts to phones and to other public safety networks within 
those areas. In Oregon, two ShakeAlert apps are MyShake and QuakeAlertUSA. 
Additionally, smartphones running Google’s Android operating system have 
ShakeAlert notifications built in. A 5.0 quake, which is 30 times more intense than 
Saturday’s, would produce alerts over the Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) 
system. WEA warnings reach every smartphone in areas close enough to feel 
significant impacts, unless the phone’s owner has disabled public safety 
emergency notifications. Saturday’s quake wasn’t large enough to trigger 
smartphone notifications. But warnings would have given Hood River 1.9 seconds 
of warning, according to ShakeAlert metrics. In Portland, 49 miles from Saturday’s 
epicenter, the alert could provide 11.9 seconds of warning. In Eugene, 112 miles 
away, ShakeAlert would have provided 40.5 seconds of warning. /  
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SPORTS, COMMUNITY, EVENTS, HEALTH, ECONOMY, BUSINESS: The 
NCAA Track & Field Championships get underway tomorrow at Hayward Field in 
Eugene and continue through Saturday. Thousands of athletes, coaches, their 
families, and spectators hope to be inside the venue for the events. Capacity is 
limited while Lane County remains at the state’s Moderate Risk tier of restrictions. 
But Lane County officials say we’ll know later today whether we’ve qualified to 
move to the state’s Low-Risk tier of business restrictions. It would happen if 
enough people received a first dose of COVID-19 vaccine over the weekend to 
get us to a 65 percent countywide vaccination rate—the threshold that triggers a 
move to the lower restriction levels. Ordinarily, counties that reach that “trigger 
point” wouldn’t make the move until Friday. But county officials are working 
behind the scenes in hopes the governor and state health leaders might consider 
an immediate move to Low Risk, at least for some types of outdoor events 
including the NCAA Championships. / HEALTH: Lane County officials say we’ll 
know later today whether we’re moving to the state’s Low-Risk tier of business 
restrictions later this week. They’re optimistic enough people received a first dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine over the weekend to get us to a 65 percent countywide 
vaccination rate. That’s the threshold that will trigger our move to the lower 
restriction levels. Ordinarily, counties that reach that “trigger point” move to Low 
Risk on Friday of the same week. But county officials are working behind the 
scenes in hopes the governor and state officials might consider an immediate 
move to Low Risk, at least for some types of outdoor events. Tomorrow, the 
NCAA Track & Field Championships get underway at Hayward Field in Eugene 
and continue through Saturday. A drop to Low Risk would allow increased 
capacity in the stadium. ; The Oregon Health Authority on Monday reported 125 
new COVID-19 cases and no new deaths. Oregon saw a drop of more than 20 
percent in new COVID-19 cases last week. But close to 200 patients remain 
hospitalized statewide. Officials said last week that close to 95 percent of all new 
Oregon cases are among those who either are unvaccinated or not fully 
vaccinated. Nationwide, more than 33.3 million Americans have contracted 
COVID-19 during the past 15 months and more than 597,000 have died. ; State 
health experts say they’re allowing local public-health officials to reduce 
quarantine periods for those who test positive for COVID-19. The Oregon Health 
Authority is now recommending a 10-day quarantine—or a seven-day quarantine 
with a negative COVID-19 test. The shortened quarantine option is not 



recommended in high-risk settings such as long-term care facilities and other 
residential care settings. And in cases, state officials say a 14-day quarantine 
remains the safest option to prevent the spread of COVID-19 to others. 
People who have been fully vaccinated are not required to quarantine even after 
exposure to a person with COVID-19. A person is considered fully vaccinated if 
they are two weeks or more past their final dose of their vaccine series. But 
people who are fully vaccinated are still encouraged to isolate and seek testing if 
they develop symptoms of COVID-19. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: 
Leaders with Oregon OSHA, the workplace safety agency, say they will follow the 
lead of Governor Kate Brown and lift masking requirements for businesses in 
almost all settings once the state reaches a 70 percent vaccination rate. That 
could happen before the end of the month. Oregon OSHA will also begin 
reviewing other pandemic-related rules next week, to determine which may be 
modified as vaccination rates increase. The governor says once enough 
Oregonians are vaccinated, she will lift the mask requirement statewide. The only 
exceptions will be in airports, public transit, and healthcare settings—consistent 
with federal COVID-19 guidance. ; A bakery in rural Linn County is among four 
businesses recently cited and fined by Oregon OSHA for violating workplace 
COVID-19 safety rules. The state agency cited Loretta Birky with Country Bakery 
near Halsey for willfully not ensuring that face coverings were worn inside the 
establishment. Inspectors say “COVID-19 Hazards Poster” also were not posted 
for workers to see. The total assessed penalty is $9,000. Business owners cited 
by Oregon OSHA have 30 days to appeal. ; Officials in Washington state say 
licensed marijuana stores can offer free joints to promote on-site COVID-19 
vaccine clinics. The state Liquor and Cannabis Board announced the "Joints for 
Jabs" program Monday. It says licensed adult-use marijuana retail shops can give 
away a single pre-rolled joint to anyone over 21 who gets a shot at an on-site 
vaccine clinic held by July 12. The board has already allowed breweries, wineries 
and restaurants to offer free drinks in exchange for proof of vaccination. Other 
incentives being offered in Washington include free sports tickets and prize 
money of up to $1 million. / SPORTS: The college baseball season ended 
yesterday both for Oregon and Oregon State. The Ducks lost their winner-take-all 
Eugene Regional final to LSU, 9-8. The Beavs dropped their all-or-nothing game 
to Dallas Baptist in the Fort Worth Regional, 8-5. ; Hayward Field hosts the NCAA 
Championships Wednesday through Saturday (June 9-12). The Oregon men 
have 15 entries and are ranked Number Two in the nation. Among them, Cole 
Hocker in the 1500 and 5000 meters. On Friday, he was named the region’s 
Track Athlete of the Year. Robert Johnson and ben Thomas were voted the west 
Region’s Coach and Assistant Coach of the Year. ; They’re gold, silver, and 
bronze. But they also contain bits of local history. Leaders of TrackTown USA, the 
local organization coordinating the U.S. Olympic Track & Field Trials later this 
month, yesterday unveiled the medals that will be awarded to the top finishers in 
each event. While all have the traditional colors for those taking the top three 
spots, each winner’s medal also includes wood inlays using materials salvaged 
from the former Bowerman Building at historic Hayward Field. The inlays create a 
miniature landscape of hills and trees on the medals, which also feature the letter 
“O” for “Oregon,” which is rendered in the shape of the Hayward Field track. 
Medals for those finishing in 4th, 5th, or 6th Place do not have the wood inlay but 
feature an eye-catching all-black modern finish. The medals were designed and 



produced with the support of Eugene-based AHM Brands and MAC Group. / 
WILDFIRE RECOVERY, ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: An 
independent forester hired to assess the state’s hazard-tree removal program in 
the wake of September’s brutal wildfires says certified arborists and professional 
foresters deciding which trees to cut and which to leave generally meet or exceed 
the experience and qualifications required to evaluate fire-damaged trees. Galen 
Wright’s report also found that the FEMA-required criteria being used for those 
determinations is sound and is being applied appropriately. Wright was hired after 
complaints from residents and environmental groups concerned about overcutting 
of fire-damaged trees—particularly in Santiam Canyon, in the mountains east of 
Salem. Crews working for the Oregon Department of Transportation and the 
Debris Management Task Force have been marking and removing trees they 
determine pose a risk to drivers and recovery crews. Across Western Oregon, 
more than half (83,000) of the total estimated 140,000 fire-damaged trees have 
been assessed and marked, and more than a quarter (40,700) have been cut or 
removed. Wright was hired earlier this spring to review their work and how they 
decide whether a tree will survive or should be salvaged. He is the president of 
the company Washington Forestry Consultants with 30 years’ experience in the 
field. Wright spent weeks on the review, assessing samples in the field; reviewing 
resumes, certifications and other qualifications for those on the crews; and 
looking at emergency response requirements being used to guide the operations. 
Wright’s report gives the operations an “A” grade and agreed with the decisions 
on 96 percent of the total fire-damaged trees being marked. He noted that more 
than 99 percent of the trees marked for removal are dead, dying, or pose a safety 
threat if left standing. But he found that a very small percentage of some smaller 
trees set back from the highway potentially could be left unmarked moving 
forward, and that there were other stands of unmarked fire-damaged trees that 
should be marked for future cutting. Of the more than 1,200 contracted crew 
members and more than 40 arborists and foresters in the field, Wright determined 
only one arborist was identified as not fully meeting qualifications for the position 
due to their entry-level status, although they were a certified arborist. But he said 
that staffer is not responsible for final decisions and is supervised by more senior 
colleagues as part of a larger review system. State officials say their hazard-tree 
operation is taking place on less than one percent of the total one-million-acre 
burn area. They say more than 58 percent of all fire-damaged trees are being left 
for conservation and monitoring purposes. They add that the arborists and 
foresters overseeing the tree marking are paid hourly rather than by the tree to 
create a clear separation of duties and eliminate conflicts of interest. Tree cutters 
are liable for a $2,000 fine for each unmarked tree that is cut. ODOT incident 
commanders, environmental monitors, a monitoring firm acting as operation 
inspectors, a disaster consulting firm with expertise in FEMA reimbursement 
procedures, and the Army Corps of Engineers all monitor field operations daily as 
well. While state-led work is happening only along state highways and near fire-
impacted home sites, state crews and independent contractors are not the only 
ones performing recovery work. Many local groups and landowners, governments 
and utility companies are also working simultaneously in these areas. Officials 
say landowners and others with questions or concerns about the operations may 
call the state’s hotline at 503-934-1700. / GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, SAFETY, 
CRIME: Oregon House Speaker Tina Kotek wants to expel a Republican 



lawmaker who allowed violent protesters into the state Capitol in December. And 
now, fellow Republicans say they want him out, too. Video that emerged Friday in 
local news reports appears to show Rep. Mike Nearman choreographing how 
he'd let protesters into the Capitol, which was closed to the public, and it exploded 
like a bombshell in the Legislature yesterday. For even the minority Republicans 
in the House, it was too much. “Today, we strongly recommend that you resign 
from the Oregon State House of Representatives, House District 23 position,” all 
22 Republicans in the House said in a joint letter to Nearman. Kotek, a Democrat, 
also introduced a resolution that says if two-thirds of the members of the House of 
Representatives agree, Rep. Mike Nearman would be expelled. But with 
Republicans now calling for Nearman to step down, his fate appears sealed. If 
Nearman doesn't resign, there's little doubt that House members would cast him 
out. The incident on Dec. 21 rattled lawmakers and staff inside the Capitol and 
foreshadowed the Jan. 6 assault on the U.S. Capitol by rioters spurred on by 
then-President Donald Trump. Several of those who were among the crowds in 
Salem on Dec. 21 later were in Washington during the U.S. Capitol attack. / 
MILITARY, LEGAL, WOMEN: The U.S. Supreme Court says it will not take up a 
case that asked it to decide whether it’s sex discrimination for the government to 
require only men to register for the draft when they turn 18. In a statement today, 
three justices said Congress is weighing whether to change the Military Selective 
Service Act, which requires men but not women to register for the draft. They said 
that was a reason for the court not to take the case. The question of whether it’s 
unconstitutional to require men but not women to register could be viewed as one 
with little practical impact. The last time there was a draft was during the Vietnam 
War, and the military has been all-volunteer since. /  
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HEALTH, EVENTS, SPORTS, ECONOMY, BUSINESS, COMMUNITY: The 
sustained vaccination push paid off: Lane County this morning moved 
permanently to the state’s Low-Risk tier of COVID-19 restrictions. It comes after 
we reached the 65 percent threshold for residents ages 16 and older receiving at 
least their first dose of COVID vaccine. Ordinarily, the move would take place on 
Friday. But county leaders successfully lobbied the governor and state health 
officials to make the change effective today, to allow more people at Hayward 
Field for the opening of this week’s NCAA Track & Field Championships. County 
officials say this is a big milestone in the battle against the coronavirus. Lane 
County Board of Commissioners Chair Joe Berney said it paves the way for the 
full reopening of our economy. He thanked everyone who has already been 
vaccinated, thanked the hundreds of volunteers who’ve been assisting in the 
effort, and encouraged those who have not yet been vaccinated to step up. There 
are now 21 Oregon counties at Low-Risk. But only seven on them—Lane, 
Benton, Deschutes, Hood River, Lincoln, Multnomah and Washington—have 
reached the 65 percent vaccination target and successfully submitted vaccination 
plans to remain at Low-Risk even if we see a summer surge in COVID cases. 
Coos County is moving from Moderate to Low Risk on Friday for at least a week. 
Linn and Douglas Counties are remaining at High Risk. For more than a year 
Oregon has faced some of the nation’s strictest safety measures — county risk 
levels, mask requirements inside and outside, limited gatherings and restaurants 
closed for indoor dining. But as vaccination numbers increase, restrictions have 
been loosened as the state shifts from emergency response to pandemic 
recovery. Once Oregon reaches the statewide target of 70 percent of adults 
having received at least their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine, restrictions will be 
largely lifted. County-based metrics go away and health and safety guidance for 
businesses, venues and faith organizations would be lifted. In addition, masks 
and face coverings would no longer be required in most settings, with the 
exception of places like airports, public transit, and health care settings. The state 
as of Tuesday had a slightly better than 67 percent adult vaccination rate and was 
just a bit more than 97,000 first-dose vaccinations away from reaching the 70 
percent goal. ; What does Low Risk mean for local businesses and gatherings 
compared to Moderate Risk? For restaurants, bars, and other eating and drinking 
establishments, indoor capacity remains at 50 percent but there is no longer a 
cap at 100 people. Eight people may sit at the same table. Outdoor capacities 



increase from 150 to 300. And instead of closing at 11 p.m., the businesses may 
remain open until midnight. Indoor and outdoor recreation, fitness, and 
entertainment establishments see their capacities increase to 50 percent. 
Entertainment establishments also may remain open until midnight. Retail stores 
remain at 75 percent with curbside pickup encouraged. For faith-based 
institutions, funeral homes, mortuaries, and cemeteries, indoor capacities may 
increase to 75 percent and outdoor gatherings to 300 people. The capacity limits 
for faith-based institutions are recommendations only. / SPORTS: This is Day 
One of the NCAA Championships at Eugene’s Hayward Field. The event runs 
through Saturday (June 12). Competition starts at 1 p.m. with the decathlon 100 
meters (ESPN3). Events on the track will be shown on ESPNU at 5 p.m., and on 
ESPN2 at 6 p.m. This is the largest event to be hosted in the new Hayward Field 
since it underwent its $200 million upgrade, paid for with private donations. It can 
hold up to 12,650 spectators but will host half that number—about 6,300—under 
Lane County’s Low-Risk restrictions. Even though that’s 50 percent of capacity, 
it’s well above the 4,400 people that would have been allowed under Moderate-
Risk limits. The Oregon men have 15 entries and are ranked Number Two in the 
nation. Among them, Cole Hocker in the 1500 and 5000 meters. On Friday, he 
was named the region’s Track Athlete of the Year. Robert Johnson and Ben 
Thomas were voted the West Region’s Coach and Assistant Coach of the Year. / 
HEALTH: – Despite the news of Lane County moving to permanent Low-Risk 
status, the coronavirus continues to circulate in our communities. Officials with 
Lane County Public Health yesterday were notified of 27 new COVID-19 cases. 
Twenty-one residents remain hospitalized, with six in intensive care and two of 
those patients on ventilators. We’ve heard these sorts of numbers for so long now 
they might seem routine if you or no one you know is affected by COVID. But 
officials say each case affects not just the patient, but their families, friends, 
and—in the cases of younger adult patients—their coworkers. There have been 
no new deaths since last week, but 155 people have died in Lane County from 
complications of COVID-19 over the past 15 months. Officials say 116 people 
remain infectious. The Oregon Health Authority on Tuesday reported 307 new 
COVID-19 cases and six new deaths. Officials said last week that close to 95 
percent of all new Oregon cases are among those who either are unvaccinated or 
not fully vaccinated. Nationwide, more than 33.3 million Americans have 
contracted COVID-19 during the past 15 months and more than 598,000 have 
died. ; Not everyone has a flexible work or childcare schedule that allows them to 
make time to swing by a drop-in vaccination clinic. But Lane County Public Health 
and a number of local partners are creating pop-up clinics this week to make 
things easier. Today’s clinics include: Prairie Mountain School in the Bethel 
District from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. The Springfield Lane Transit District Bus 
Station this afternoon from 2:00-5:00 p.m. And West Eugene’s Churchill High 
School, from 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. All three pop-up clinics are offering your choice 
of the two-dose Pfizer vaccine or the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 
Lane County Public Health also is holding its afternoon drop-in clinic in the 
parking lot of Eugene’s Autzen Stadium. That runs from 3:00-7:00 p.m. The 
Autzen clinic also offers your choice of the two-dose Pfizer vaccine or the single-
dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. There are second doses of the Moderna 
vaccine for those who are eligible. / SAFETY, YOUTH, FAMILY: Fisher-Price is 
recalling a model of its 4-in-1 Rock ‘n Glide Soothers and 2-in-1 Soothe ‘n Play 



Gliders for infants after the deaths of four babies. The soothers are designed to 
mimic the motion of a baby being rocked in someone’s arms. But the four infants 
whose deaths were reported between April of 2019 and February of 2020 were 
placed on their backs unrestrained in the devices and later found on their 
stomachs. In a joint statement with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, Fisher-Price said the deaths involved infants between the ages of 
two months and four months. Consumers are being urged to stop using the 
product and contact Fisher-Price for a refund. The baby soothers were sold 
nationwide through major retailers, stores that specialize in goods for infants and 
children, and online in both the U.S. and Canada. / BUSINESS: A new owner for 
a longtime Lane County RV business. Idaho-based Bish’s RV has purchased 
Junction City’s Guaranty RV Super Centers. The company began running new 
advertisements this morning to let customers know about the change. Guaranty 
founder Herb Nill opened his recreational vehicle dealership in the late 1970s. It 
grew into one of the largest RV dealerships in the nation. Bish’s RV business 
started in the late 1980s and now has one dozen locations in Idaho, Montana, 
Wyoming, Nebraska, and Iowa. And now Oregon. The sale does not affect 
Guaranty Chevrolet. / HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, GOVERNMENT, 
DEVELOPMENT: The Oregon Legislature has approved a measure expanding 
options for the development of affordable housing. Oregon Public Broadcasting 
reports that the final version of Senate Bill 8 was passed by the Senate 25-5 on 
Tuesday. It previously passed the House and now heads to Gov. Kate Brown. 
The bill will restrict local jurisdictions’ ability to deny affordable housing 
developments on land not zoned for residential use within urban growth 
boundaries and allow for increased density in certain situations. The bill will make 
it easier for public housing authorities, nonprofit organizations, and religious 
institutions to push affordable housing projects through local zoning and 
conditional use development processes. / HEALTH, WILDFIRE RECOVERY, 
LOW INCOME, ECONOMY, EDUCATION: One thing we’ve learned during the 
pandemic and in the aftermath of the September wildfires is the importance of 
high-speed internet access for work, for school, for lower-income households, and 
in rural areas. Local non-profit Onward Eugene is working with the City of Eugene 
to offer webinars in Spanish and English on Thursday, June 10. They’ll let people 
know about the new federal Emergency Broadband Benefit program that offers 
eligible low-income families a discount on their internet service. The discount 
provides up to a $50 per month toward broadband service. The benefit also 
provides an up to $100 per household discount toward a one-time purchase of a 
computer, laptop, or tablet. The free webinar takes place at noon on Thursday, 
June 10. Register to stream it at https://onwardeugene.org/events/ Your 
household is eligible for the benefit program if one member of the household 
meets at least one of the criteria below: Experienced a substantial loss of income 
through job loss or furlough since February 29, 2020, and the household had a 
total income in 2020 at or below $99,000 for single filers and $198,000 for joint 
filers; or has an income that is at or below 135 percent of the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines or participates in certain assistance programs, such as SNAP, 
Medicaid or the FCC’s Lifeline program; Approved to receive benefits under the 
free and reduced-price school lunch program or the school breakfast program, 
including through the USDA Community Eligibility Provision, in the 2019-2020 or 
2020-2021 school year; Received a Federal Pell Grant during the current award 



year; or meets the eligibility criteria for a participating provider’s existing low-
income or COVID-19 program. Eligible households can enroll through 
participating providers including Alyrica Networks, AT&T, CenturyLink, Comcast, 
Douglas Fast Net, Emerald Broadband, Hyak, Lane Fi, PEAK Internet, 
Spectrum,T-Mobile, Verizon, XS Media, Ziply Fiber or directly with the Universal 
Service Administrative Company (USAC) using an online or mail-in application. 
Learn more at www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit or by calling 833-511-0311 
between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. any day of the week. / DISASTERS, SAFETY, 
ENVIRONMENT: Forest managers in northeast Oregon have declared an early 
start to the 2021 fire season, with conditions resembling those that would be 
typical for mid-summer. It comes as firefighters are containing two wildfires ignited 
by lightning in the region. The fire season affects close to two million acres of 
forest and range lands in northeastern Oregon that are protected by the 
department. It includes prohibitions on debris burning, burn barrels, and open 
burning. Logging and other industrial operations must have water supplies ready 
to extinguish any fires. / WILDLIFE, FISHERIES: Federal officials are proposing 
to curtail nontribal salmon fishing along the West Coast in especially bad years to 
help the Northwest's endangered killer whales. NOAA Fisheries is taking public 
comment on the plan, which calls for restricting commercial and recreational 
salmon fishing when Chinook salmon forecasts are especially low. The 
restrictions would extend from Puget Sound in Washington to Monterey Bay in 
central California, and they would be triggered when fewer than 966,000 Chinook 
are forecast to return to Northwest rivers. The last time forecast Chinook returns 
were that low was in 2007. /  
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COMMUNITY, ECONOMY, BUSINESS, EVENTS, HEALTH: The 4th of July 
Fireworks are back this year in Florence. The Florence Area Chamber of 
Commerce and the Port of Siuslaw made the announcement yesterday. It comes 
after falling COVID-19 infections and a loosening of state restrictions make it 
possible to return the holiday show after a one-year hiatus. The fireworks, created 
by Western Display, will be shot over the Siuslaw River from the east end of the 
Siuslaw Port Campground in Historic Old Town beginning at about 10:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 4. Spectators will be able to enjoy the show from spots along the 
river. The Port of Siuslaw and Florence Area Chamber of Commerce are 
underwriting the $18,000 cost of the show. They hope the drop in COVID cases 
and restrictions will also clear the way for other events, including October’s Wine 
& Chowder Trails and the Great Glass Float Giveaway Weekend.” They’ll provide 
updates in the coming months. / ECONOMY, BUSINESS, LOW-INCOME: If 
you’ve brought groceries, shopped for lumber or electronic devices, even looked 
at purchasing a vehicle, you know that prices are climbing. The latest figures 
collected by the U.S. Department of Labor confirm it: American consumers 
absorbed another surge in prices in May — a 0.6 percent increase over the past 
month and 5 percent over the past year, the biggest 12-month inflation spike 
since 2008. Analysts say increased consumer appetites are bumping up against a 
shortage of components, from lumber and steel to chemicals and 
semiconductors, that supply such key products as autos and computer 
equipment, all of which has forced up prices. The May rise in consumer prices 
also reflected a range of goods and services now in growing demand as people 
increasingly shop, travel, dine out and attend entertainment events in a rapidly 
reopening economy. / HEALTH, FAMILY, ELDERS, SAFETY: Millions of 
Americans are struggling through life with few people they can trust for personal 
and professional help, a disconnect that raises a barrier to recovery from the 
social, emotional and economic fallout of the coronavirus pandemic. That's 
according to a poll from The Impact Genome Project and The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. The survey finds 18 percent of U.S. 
adults say they have just one person or nobody they can trust for help in their 
personal lives, such as emergency childcare needs or a ride to the airport. And 28 
percent say they have just one person or nobody they can trust to help draft a 
resume or navigate workplace challenges. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health 
yesterday was notified of nine new COVID-19 cases. Nineteen residents remain 



hospitalized, with six in intensive care and two of those patients on ventilators. 
There have been no new deaths since last week, but 155 people have died in 
Lane County from complications of COVID-19 over the past 15 months. Officials 
say 101 people remain infectious. The Oregon Health Authority on Tuesday 
reported 269 new COVID-19 cases and 16 new deaths. Officials said last week 
that close to 95 percent of all new Oregon cases are among those who either are 
unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated. Nationwide, more than 33.4 million 
Americans have contracted COVID-19 during the past 15 months and more than 
598,000 have died. ; Not everyone has a flexible work or childcare schedule that 
allows them to make time to swing by a drop-in vaccination clinic. Lane County 
Public Health and a number of local partners are holding pop-up clinics this week 
to make things easier. There is a pop-up clinic this afternoon at the Springfield 
Lane Transit District Bus Station this afternoon from 2:00-5:00 p.m. You’ll have 
your choice of the two-dose Pfizer vaccine or the single-dose Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine. ; For a sixth consecutive week, COVID-19 cases declined across 
Oregon. A report from the Oregon Health Authority for the week ending June 6 
noted a drop of 26 percent in new COVID cases and the lowest weekly case tally 
since last September. Still, state health officials reported 1,725 new daily cases of 
COVID-19 during that week and a number of Oregon counties were still seeing 
high infection rates, which are keeping them in the High-Risk tier of state 
pandemic-related restrictions. ; The U.S. saw remarkable increases in the death 
rates for heart disease, diabetes and some other common killers last year. And 
experts believe a main reason may be that many people who suffered dangerous 
symptoms made the lethal mistake of staying away from the hospital for fear of 
catching the coronavirus. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention this 
week posted new 2020 information on a number of causes of death. / BUSINESS, 
RECREATION, HEALTH: Ski areas across the United States experienced a 
strong rebound this winter despite COVID-19 health restrictions. The National Ski 
Areas Association says skier visits to resorts totaled 59 million this season. That 
makes it the fifth best season on record. A visit is considered the use of a lift ticket 
for any part of the day. Resorts across the country were forced to close in the 
spring of 2020 because of the pandemic, and the U.S. ski industry lost at least $2 
billion. U.S. ski areas tallied about 51.1 million visits in the shortened season.  / 
LAW ENFORCEMENT: Eugene Police are conducting limited tests of a newer 
law enforcement tool known as BolaWrap. They say it is being used with success 
in hundreds of other U.S. cities. They anticipate using it in potentially dangerous 
situations when they encounter a suspect who is experiencing a mental health 
crisis or on drugs and who is not receptive to de-escalation efforts and other 
commands. BolaWrap is a type of remote restraint device that officials say can 
help safely subdue someone at risk of harming themselves or responding officers. 
The handheld device has a range of 10 to 25 feet and fires an 8-foot Kevlar tether 
from a cartridge can wrap around a person, containing their arms and legs so 
they may be taken safely into custody. There is a laser sight to help provide more 
accurate deployment. Eugene Police say BolaWrap is not an option for more 
violent encounters, such as a combative person or someone armed with a gun, 
nor is it for use in incidents involving crowds, such as riots. But the agency has 
selected, trained and certified multiple officers to use BolaWrap. During the test 
phase, only one officer will carry the device during their patrol shift, to evaluate its 
effectiveness for possible future purchase and deployment. Each device costs 



approximately $1,000 per unit, which includes cartridges and accessories. 
Officials say BolaWrap is currently being used in Los Angeles, Sacramento, 
Fresno, Bell, Albuquerque, West Palm Beach, Fort Worth, and Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. / HOMELESSNESS, GOVERNMENT, LEGAL: Three years ago, a 
federal appeals court ruled cities cannot prosecute people for sleeping on the 
streets if they have nowhere else to go because it amounts to cruel and unusual 
punishment. The case came out of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on behalf 
of six homeless Boise, Idaho, residents who sued the city over a local ordinance 
that banned sleeping in public spaces. Now, the ruling is having impacts in 
Oregon and elsewhere in the western U.S. where there are similar laws. The 
Oregon Legislature this week gave final approval to a bill intended to protect 
homeless campers in public spaces. The measure, which now goes to the 
governor for her signature, mandates that any city or county law must be 
reasonable if it regulates sitting, lying, sleeping or keeping warm and dry outdoors 
on public property. It calls for local jurisdictions to update their rules by July of 
2023. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that under the new rules, cities may 
still decide what is considered reasonable enforcement. This means a city could 
prevent someone from sleeping on one piece of land if it clearly makes other 
public land available for individuals experiencing homelessness on which to 
sleep. Eugene and some other cities are working to expand their homeless 
camping areas to address such needs. If a city wants to completely prohibit 
people from sleeping on public land, the bill says the local government must first 
provide enough housing or emergency shelter beds for every person who is 
experiencing homelessness within that jurisdiction. / HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, 
GOVERNMENT: The Oregon Legislature has approved a measure expanding 
options for the development of affordable housing. It now heads to the governor 
for her signature. The bill would restrict local jurisdictions’ ability to deny 
affordable housing developments on land not zoned for residential use within 
urban growth boundaries and allow for increased density in certain situations. 
That would make it easier for public housing authorities, nonprofit organizations, 
and religious institutions to push affordable housing projects through local zoning 
and conditional use development processes. The bill also establishes standards 
under which local governments must approve applications for affordable 
development, as well as granting developers the right to have their attorney fees 
waived if they prevail in a Land Use Board of Appeals hearing. / EDUCATION, 
AGRICULTURE: A big expansion is in the works for the state’s premiere dairy 
education and research program. Oregon State University’s College of 
Agricultural Sciences this week unveiled a $20 million state-of-the-art dairy 
processing facility. It will renovate and expand a facility that was built in 1952. A 
mix of industry investment and university money will pay for the work. The three 
lead donors, who made gifts through the Oregon State University Foundation, 
were Tillamook County Creamery Association, Northwest Farm Credit Services 
and the Oregon Dairy and Nutrition Council. Lochmead Dairy, Umpqua Dairy, and 
Springfield Creamery are among the other supporters. The new dairy plant will 
support Oregon’s dairy industry, which has an estimated value of more than $2.6 
billion statewide and is responsible for more than 12,000 jobs and $500 million in 
wages, according to a report by the 2019 Oregon Dairy and Nutrition Council. 
Oregon State already has one of the largest dairy processing research programs 
in the nation. Officials say the expansion ensures students will have access to 



state-of-the-art equipment, which will better position them to pursue careers in 
many aspects of the dairy industry. The college and its students already 
produce Beaver Classic cheeses and say the new facility will allow them to add a 
line of other dairy products, such as ice cream. A recent donation of a blast 
freezer from the Oregon Dairy Farmers Association has given students and 
faculty the ability to experiment with making ice cream. The new plant will allow 
the College of Agricultural Sciences to expand research collaborations with other 
units on campus to address questions such as how dairy cow feed influences the 
flavor of cheese. / SAFETY: A Eugene woman died from her injuries this week 
after her vehicle left the roadway on the McKenzie Highway east of Springfield 
and struck a tree. It was reported shortly before midnight Tuesday in the 
Deerhorn area on Highway 126-E near Milepost 17. Oregon State Police 
identified the driver as 56-year-old Staci Jackson of Eugene. / ENVIRONMENT, 
DISASTERS: How much concern is there about Oregon’s coming wildfire 
season? In northeast Oregon's Union County, the snowpack is so thin that it has 
completely melted away in measurement sites, well ahead of usual. Rivers are 
running lower, spelling bad news for farmers. The wildfire risk is high. The 
conditions mirror those in much of the West Coast, where drought is above or 
near record levels, creating increased wildfire risk and hurting farmers, ranchers 
and fish species. Snowstorms built snowpack in the mountains to above and near 
normal levels in February, but since then the rains have pretty much ended. The 
situation is expected to have significant impacts agriculturally on farmers who 
grow wheat, hay, peppermint and other crops. In the Willamette basin, snowpack 
this week is 34 percent of normal. ; Authorities say a fire has destroyed much of 
the Galice resort on the Rogue River in Southern Oregon. The Statesman Journal 
reports it happened yesterday late morning at the resort, west of Grants Pass. 
Multiple agencies responded to fight the blaze and prevent it from spreading into 
the nearby forest. Authorities say the Galice Resort’s restaurant, store and boat 
shed burned, while the lodge may have been less impacted. A member of the 
family that owned the combination restaurant, store and rafting service since 1981 
told the Grants Pass Daily Courier “it went so fast.” Fire officials said no injuries 
were reported. The cause is being investigated. / CRIME: A sharp increase in 
gang activity is helping to fuel a surge in gun violence in Oregon’s most populous 
city. Portland has been grappling with the role of police during the racial justice 
movement and grabbed national headlines during nightly racial justice protests 
last summer. But the city is attempting to tackle the increasing gun violence as 
the pandemic eases and protests shrink. In the first six months of the year, 
Portland is on track to surpass its record annual homicide count as gang violence 
and retaliatory shootings wrack the metropolitan area. While all agree that 
Portland has a chaotic gun violence problem, how to solve it is where people 
splinter. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Reminder: That new traffic signal on the Delta 
Highway at the Beltline interchange was switched on overnight. And the old ramp 
with the “yield” sign for those exiting from eastbound Beltline to northbound Delta 
is permanently closed. Watch for the new traffic signal and changes in traffic flow. 
/ EDUCATION: A big graduation weekend across Western Oregon. But for those 
schools and universities holding some form of in-person commencement, you 
might want to keep an eye on the weather radar and carry a raincoat or umbrella. 
The University of Oregon and Oregon State both hold commencement events this 
weekend. Some events will be conducted remotely, others will have limited 
attendance. In Eugene, the U-of-O’s main ceremony includes a virtual address 
from Duck alumnus Ty Burrell, who starred in the long-running ABC-TV series, 
“Modern Family.” Oregon State’s commencement features remarks from recently 
retired longtime OSU President Ed Ray. Many high schools also hold their 
graduation events today or this weekend. Congratulations to you all! It was a 
challenging but memorable year. / SPORTS: Nice honor for a Duck runner at 
yesterday’s NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships at Hayward Field. 
Oregon senior Carmela Cardama Baez won a national title in the Women’s 
10,000 meters. Cardama Baez came in second last year at the NCAA meet in 
Austin, Texas. She says the championship and winning it at Hayward Field 
fulfilled a dream that began in high school. With 5,500-plus fans in the stadium, 
she won the national title with a personal-best time of 32 minutes, 16.13 seconds. 
Cardama Baez says hearing the cheers and the clapping helped fuel her during 
her final race as a Duck. During the broadcast of the meet, she gave a shout-out 
to her family members in Spain, who were unable to be in Eugene because of 
pandemic travel restrictions. A number of other Oregon athletes also qualified 
yesterday for the finals in their events. / HOMELESSNESS, GOVERNMENT, 
LOW-INCOME, SAFETY, BUSINESS, COMMUNITY: Eugene city staff say 
they’ve reviewed more than 300 potential sites and narrowed the list to a dozen. 
It’s part of the effort to create new, temporary managed sites where people 
experiencing homelessness can legally park their vehicles or sleep in tents. 
Those locations that are selected might begin hosting campers this fall. The intent 
is to reduce the impacts of unsanctioned campsites that are scattered across the 
city. This week, officials with the City and the Eugene Area Chamber of 
Commerce began contacting neighbors, business owners, and those with 
properties adjacent to the potential sites to get their input. It comes after the City 



Council in late April approved an ordinance that allows “Safe Sleep Sites” to 
accommodate more tents or vehicles than previously allowed by City Code, up to 
60 vehicles and 40 tents per site. Potential locations include those currently 
owned by the city and county, properties listed for sale or lease on public real 
estate sites, and site suggestions from community members and elected officials. 
The sites needed to be accessible, close to social services, public transit and 
other community resources. People staying at the two large temporary camps, 
13th Avenue and at Washington Jefferson Park, will be prioritized and have the 
option to move into the new safe tent sites once they’re established. People living 
in their cars in industrial areas will have the opportunity to move into the safe 
vehicle sites. Locations currently being reviewed for potential Safe Sleep sites 
include 11th and Garfield, W. 11th and Greenhill, 151 River Ave, 6th and 
Chambers, 6th and Filmore, 2nd and Cleveland, Hwy 99 and Roosevelt, and 422 
Stevenson Way. The City is also considering sites on publicly owned land 
including Chase Commons Park at Garden Way and Commons Drive, 2nd and 
Garfield, and River Road Station at River Rd. and Beltline. A public hearing on 
code changes to address vehicle camping in commercial and industrial areas of 
Eugene is scheduled for June 14. The City Council will hold a Work Session on 
June 23 to receive an update regarding safe sleeping sites, initial community 
feedback, and potential approval of a first round of sites. / COMMUNITY, 
DISASTERS, SAFETY: Concerned about the continuing drought and the early 
risk of wildfires, members of the Eugene City Council are holding a public hearing 
later this month on a proposed ordinance to temporarily ban the use of fireworks 
across a large portion of the Southeast Hills. The ban would affect the areas of 
Eugene located south of 18th Avenue and east of Agate Street. Fireworks sales 
also would be prohibited in that area. The Eugene Council approved a temporary 
ban last month. On June 21, the panel will consider a permanent firework ban 
across that part of town for the remainder of this and all of next year. / HEALTH: 
Lane County Public Health yesterday was notified of 30 new COVID-19 cases 
and one new death. Lane County’s pandemic death tool now stands at 156. 
Eighteen residents remain hospitalized, with six in intensive care and two of those 
patients on ventilators. Officials say 119 people remain infectious. The Oregon 
Health Authority on Thursday reported 370 new COVID-19 cases and 10 new 
deaths. Officials said last week that close to 95 percent of all new Oregon cases 
are among those who either are unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated. Nationwide, 
more than 33.4 million Americans have contracted COVID-19 during the past 15 
months and more than 598,000 have died. ; Looking for a COVID-19 vaccine? 
That free, drop-in clinic continues in the Autzen Stadium parking lot this afternoon 
between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. You’ll have your choice of the two-dose Pfizer 
or the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. There also is a vaccination 
opportunity from 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. at North Eugene High School. It is 
offering the two-dose Pfizer vaccine. And there is another pop-up clinic this 
afternoon at the Springfield Lane Transit District Bus Station this afternoon from 
2:00-5:00 p.m. It is offering you choice of the Pfizer or Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine. / GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, SAFETY, CRIME: They say it was a right 
thing to do, both for the safety of those working in Oregon’s Capitol and to protect 
democracy. State Republican lawmakers have voted with majority Democrats in 
the Oregon House of Representatives to take the historic step of expelling a GOP 
member, Mike Nearman, who allowed violent, far-right protesters into the state 



Capitol on December 21. Legislators said on the House floor that this could be the 
most important vote they ever cast. They then proceeded to expel an 
unapologetic State Representative Mike Nearman with a 59-1 vote. Nearman cast 
the only dissenting vote. The Oregon Capitol has been closed to the public to 
protect against spread of the coronavirus. Nearman, who is from the town of 
Independence and represents a rural district west of Salem, was unapologetic 
and said he let the protesters in because he believes the Capitol should have 
been open. Nearman is from the town of Independence and represents a rural 
district west of Salem. It’s anticipated his legislative seat will remain unoccupied 
during the closing weeks of the session. / BUSINESS, HEALTH, SAFETY, 
DISABILITIES: State officials say an Oregon company is closing its group homes 
and services for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities after years 
of state and federal scrutiny for abuse and neglect. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive reports advocates and a top state official said Mentor Oregon's 
departure will be the largest of its kind in memory and will likely challenge 
Oregon's already-strained disability services system. Mentor Oregon’s footprint 
has diminished in recent years, with 21 homes shutting down since 2018 due to 
state regulatory actions. Only nine homes, with 25 residents, remain in the 
company’s portfolio, five of which are in Klamath County. In Eugene, Mentor 
Oregon offers a brokerage service that provides financial and services planning—
for medical, educational, housing, employment and other needs—to clients in 
Lane, Linn, Benton, Marion, and Polk counties. More than 30,000 Oregonians 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities get some support from the Oregon 
Developmental Disability Services, which contracts with providers such as Mentor 
Oregon. About 3,200 people live in roughly 980 group homes spread across the 
state, with the largest provider managing 45 homes. The closure of Mentor 
Oregon, a local branch of The Mentor Network, leaves 1,300 clients in need of 
new service providers by August 31. State officials are working to determine 
whether other case management companies in Oregon have the capacity to take 
on a portion of Mentor's workload. ; The U.S. Senate Finance Committee last year 
investigated Mentor Oregon’s operations both in Oregon and Iowa and published 
its findings in December. The investigation was triggered in part by a 2019 article 
in The Oregonian and OregonLive that described neglect at a Mentor home in 
Curry County that was so severe, staff told abuse investigators that the home 
smelled of “rotting flesh,” according to official records. According to the Finance 
Committee report, Mentor Oregon continued to provide substandard care even 
into the final weeks of the investigation, leading to yet another group home 
closure. / SPORTS: The College Football Playoff is considering an expansion 
from four to 12 teams. Six spots would be reserved for the highest-ranked 
conference champions plus six at-large selections. Such a plan would triple the 
number of teams with a shot at winning the national championship. The four-team 
playoff was implemented in 2014. Its popularity seems to have waned since only 
a few teams have grabbed the majority of the spots, led by Alabama and 
Clemson. The soonest such a plan might be in place would be for the 2023 
season. It is more likely to be after the 2026 season. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY:  Reminder: There is a new traffic signal on the 
Delta Highway at the Beltline interchange. The old ramp with the “yield” sign for 
those exiting from eastbound Beltline to northbound Delta is permanently closed. 
Watch for the new traffic signal and changes in traffic flow. / EDUCATION: A 
weekend of graduation events marked the end of challenging school year for 
many Oregon high school seniors and college students. Many held in-person 
commencement ceremonies. The University of Oregon’s event included a 
graduate parade down East 13th Avenue. Others opted for partly virtual 
celebrations. / SPORTS: The NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships 
wrapped up Saturday at Hayward Field in Eugene. The Oregon men were 
runners-up to LSU, led by Duck freshman Cole Hocker who won the 1,500 on 
Friday. North Carolina A&T took the women’s team title on Saturday. This week, 
the focus is on preparing Hayward and surrounding facilities for Friday’s start of 
the U.S. Olympic Track & Field Trials. The opening ceremony for the Tokyo 
Olympics is less than six weeks away. / HEALTH: While the pandemic continues 
to ease in Oregon, it’s far from over. Over the past few days, state officials 
reported three COVID-19 related deaths of Lane County residents. They included 
a man in his 80s and two women in their 90s. Heading into the weekend, 18 
residents remained hospitalized, with eight in intensive care and two of those 
patients on ventilators. Officials said 90 people remain infectious, but that is the 
lowest number locally since late March. The Oregon Health Authority over the 
weekend reported close to 450 new COVID-19 cases and four new deaths. 
Officials said this month that close to 95 percent of all new Oregon cases are 
among those who either are unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated. Later today, the 
U.S. will log its 600,000th COVID-19-related death. More than 33.4 million 
Americans have tested positive for the virus during the past 15 months. ; This is 
the final week for the free, drop-in mass-vaccination clinic in the Autzen Stadium 
parking lot. Today through Friday, you may swing by between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m. You’ll have your choice of the two-dose Pfizer or the single-dose Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine. The Autzen clinic also is offering second doses of Moderna 
vaccine. As participation has slowed in recent weeks at mass-vaccination sites, 
county public health officials say their focus going forward will be on smaller, 
targeted clinics at various locations ranging from community centers to 
workplaces. ; Oregon Governor Kate Brown on Friday encouraged unvaccinated 
Oregonians to roll up their sleeves. Once the state reaches a 70 percent first-



dose immunization rate among adults ages 18 and older, she will lift statewide 
mask, physical distancing and capacity restrictions. According to this morning’s 
numbers from the Oregon Health Authority, we need another 87,700 additional 
adults to receive their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine to reach that number. As of 
Friday, 67 percent of Oregon residents ages 18 or older had been vaccinated. 
Individual counties already are moving to permanent Low-Risk restrictions after 
reaching a 65 percent vaccination rate for adults ages 16 and older. And as they 
do, the governor is approving that move for the following day. That’s what 
happened Wednesday in Lane County. Clackamas County, near Portland, made 
the same move on Saturday after reaching its 65 percent vaccination target. 
Under Lower-Risk restrictions, businesses see increasing indoor and outdoor 
capacities. For more than a year Oregon has faced some of the nation’s strictest 
safety measures — county risk levels, mask requirements inside and outside, 
limited gatherings and restaurants closed for indoor dining. But over the past 
month, coronavirus case numbers and hospitalizations in the state have been 
falling as people continue to get vaccinated, leaving fewer people susceptible to 
infection. / HEALTH, HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, GOVERNMENT: As Oregon 
nears its vaccination target to reopen the economy, Governor Kate Brown said on 
Friday she is extending the state's mortgage foreclosure moratorium through 
September. However, the governor said the state's eviction moratorium — which 
began in April 2020 as tenants financially struggled during the pandemic—is still 
set to expire at the end of this month. That means that renters must pay their July 
rent, or their landlords can evict them for nonpayment. Brown urged those 
struggling to pay their July rent to apply for rental assistance, saying she is 
working with lawmakers to pass a bill that would give tenants who apply for rental 
assistance short-term “safe harbor” from eviction. Oregon lawmakers last month 
approved extending the grace period for past-due rent during the moratorium, 
allowing tenants until the end of February 2022 to pay back rent. But they still 
must pay rent for the upcoming month or apply for that rental assistance. / 
BUSINESS, EMPLOYMENT, ECONOMY, HEALTH: As the pandemic eases and 
businesses across Oregon continue to reopen and expand their operations, the 
demand for qualified workers is growing and labor shortages are becoming 
frequent. During her Friday media briefing, the governor encouraged out-of-work 
Oregonians to return to the workforce as soon as possible. But state employment 
analysts say that for many individuals that’s a challenge. Economists said earlier 
this month that while there are plenty of “help wanted” ads being posted, many of 
those openings require working fulltime, in-person at the jobsite. For many, they 
say childcare is a huge issue, at least until schools for their children return to full-
time in-person education. A recent study by Oregon State University found that 
even before the pandemic, affordable childcare was tough to find across the 
state. The situation was aggravated by the pandemic. Some workers are 
remaining on the sidelines while enhanced federal jobless benefits are available. 
But others are staying home because of health conditions or concerns. Still others 
have decided to retire—adding to shortages in some key sectors. Just last week, 
officials with Lane Transit—our local bus system—said a shortage of drivers could 
limit expansion of some of their service this summer and fall. LTD officials say 
with bus operators retiring, they have rehired operators who were furloughed or 
laid off during the pandemic. But Lane Transit still needs to recruit and train a 
minimum of 20 more qualified bus operators to meet planned service levels. Even 



the Oregon Employment Department continues to seek qualified workers. The 
agency reported on Wednesday that, during the previous week, it paid 
approximately $110 million in benefits to 144,000 through a number of current 
jobless programs. That’s 80,000 fewer Oregonians making claims compared to 
the start of the year. / CRIME: He says he feels "tremendous shame and guilt" for 
the deaths of four people and wounding of more than two dozen others. Kip 
Kinkel, who in 1998 killed his parents and went on a rampage at Thurston High 
School, gave his first news interview this month. The now 38-year-old Kinkel told 
a reporter with HuffPost he was suffering from then-undiagnosed paranoid 
schizophrenia when, as a 15-year-old, he went on his rampage. Kinkel says he 
began hearing voices when he was 12 and developed an obsession with guns, 
knives, and explosives. He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 112 years in 
prison, the equivalent of a life sentence. Kinkel said in the interview he also 
feared his actions might have inspired the shootings at Columbine High School 
and complicated the effort in Oregon to reform sentencing for juveniles convicted 
of serious crimes. / CRIME, TERRORISM, GOVERNMENT: A Chicago police 
officer has been charged with breaching the U.S. Capitol and entering Oregon 
U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley’s office during the Jan. 6 insurrection. Twenty-nine-
year-old Karol Chwiesiuk was arrested Friday and faces five misdemeanor 
counts. Federal prosecutors in the days leading up to and during the January 6 
breach he used profanities and the N-word, and shared pictures of himself inside 
Merkley’s office when bragging in text messages about his role in the riot and 
incursion. He's charged with entering a restricted building, disrupting government 
business and disorderly conduct on Capitol grounds with intent to impede 
congressional proceeding. /  
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SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: Today is the final day for outdoor burning for most 
Lane County residents until October. The spring burning season runs from March 
1 to June 15. Yard debris may not be burned during the closed season. If you 
need to remove and dispose of overgrown vegetation to defend against wildfires, 
remember that Lane Forest Products, Rexius, and Lane County’s transfer stations 
and dumpsites are available for disposal of debris. Composting and chipping are 
also encouraged. LRAPA has published a factsheet providing information on non-
burning disposal alternatives for natural vegetation in Lane County. Residents 
who burn during the closed season are subject to violations ranging from $50 to 
$2,500 or more. The Lane County Fire Defense Board will decide to open the fall 
burning season on October 1 or delay its opening due to high fire risk. Check the 
season’s status by going online at www.lrapa.org or calling the LRAPA daily open 
burning advisory line: 541-726-3976. Coastal residents may call: 541-997-1757. / 
SPORTS, CRIME: With the start of the U.S. Olympic Track & Field Trials just 
days away, Eugene Police remind you that fans are not the only people attending 
the events. Thieves are looking for opportunities to steal items from attendees 
and from parked vehicles. Protect your valuables, even as you carry them, and 
take special care if you’re using a vehicle. Don't leave anything visible inside your 
vehicle. Police say never park, then put something in your vehicle’s trunk, then 
walk away. Thieves who see that can access your trunk by breaking into your 
vehicle to get to the trunk release. Either place items in the trunk before arriving at 
your location or leave them at home. This is especially important at hiking and 
running locations, while attending sporting and other events, and while visiting 
shopping malls. Secure your vehicle by rolling up the windows and locking doors, 
even on a hot day. It is better to take a few minutes to air out a hot car than to 
discover a theft. And remember that if “See Something, Say Something.” If you 
happen to observe suspicious activity, or any criminal behavior, contact police as 
soon as possible. / SPORTS: Shelby Houlihan, the American record holder in the 
1,500 and 5,000 meters, posted yesterday on social media that she’s been 
banned for four years following a positive test for an anabolic steroid. She 
contends it was inadvertently consumed in a tainted pork burrito she purchased 
near her Beaverton home. The 28-year-old says she has never taken any 
performance-enhancing substance. She said she received an email from the 
Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) on Jan. 14, notifying her that a drug testing sample 
returned a finding for the anabolic steroid nandrolone, which is known to increase 



muscle mass. She appealed the ruling but said Monday she was notified that the 
ban was being upheld. Houlihan’s announcement on her Instagram account 
comes days before the start of U.S. Olympic Track and Field trials here in 
Eugene. Houlihan was expected to compete and was considered to have a strong 
chance of earning one of the three top spots in her events to become part of the 
team headed to the Toyko Games. Shelby Houlihan competes for the Bowerman 
Track Club and finished 11th at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics in the 5,000 
meters.  / HEALTH: COVID-19 infections continue to fall across Oregon. Lane 
County Public Health yesterday said it was notified of 32 new cases for the three-
day period that in included Saturday, Sunday, and Monday. Still, 22 residents 
remained hospitalized, with nine in intensive care and three of those patients on 
ventilators. Our local pandemic death toll stands at 158. But the number of people 
infectious has fallen to 62 as vaccination rates increase, giving the virus few 
places to go. That is the lowest number local COVID-19 cases since mid-
December. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 127 new COVID-19 
cases but no new deaths. Officials said this month that close to 95 percent of all 
new Oregon cases are among those who either are unvaccinated or not fully 
vaccinated. The U.S. this week is expected to log its 600,000th COVID-19-related 
death. More than 33.4 million Americans have tested positive for the virus during 
the past 15 months. ; This is the final week for the free, drop-in mass-vaccination 
clinic in the Autzen Stadium parking lot. Today through Friday, you may swing by 
between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. You’ll have your choice of the two-dose Pfizer 
or the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The Autzen clinic also is offering 
second doses of Moderna vaccine. As participation has slowed in recent weeks at 
mass-vaccination sites, county public health officials say their focus going forward 
will be on smaller, targeted clinics at various locations ranging from community 
centers to workplaces. ; Only 71,500 more Oregonians need to roll up their 
sleeves and receive a first dose of COVID-19 vaccine for our state to reach a 70 
percent first-dose immunization rate among adults ages 18 and older. Once that 
happens, the governor will lift statewide mask, physical distancing and capacity 
restrictions. / WILDFIRE RECOVERY, COMMUNITY: She's a beauty and part of 
a featured exhibit, "The Boat the River Built: The Story of the McKenzie River Drift 
Boat." You can get a closer look when the Lane County History Museum reopens 
on Wednesday (June 16). The McKenzie River drift boat that’s on display was 
handcrafted in 1959 by legendary guide Prince Helfrich. It's been in Wally 
Larsen's family since his father, Art, commissioned it. See it and the rest of the 
historic exhibits Wednesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The museum is located 
at the Lane County Fairgrounds. Admission is $5.00 for adults, with discounts for 
seniors and youth. Children ages 14 and under get in free. Masks are required. 
Learn more at lchm.org / CRIME: Investigators with the Lane County Sheriff’s 
Office want to speak with the driver of a dark-green Ford pickup that was in the 
area of a hit-and-run crash Sunday evening just outside of Cottage Grove. The 
incident occurred about 5:45 p.m. Sunday near the intersection of Hillside Drive 
and Howard Loop. A pedestrian was struck by a vehicle that left the scene. The 
pedestrian was taken to the hospital with serious injuries. The driver of the dark-
green Ford pickup is described as an older white male who is about 6-foot-two 
and weighs about 250 pounds. He is described as having gray hair and a gray 
beard. The truck might have fresh damage on the front of the vehicle including a 
broken or cracked bug shield. Anyone with information is asked to contact the 



Lane County Sheriff’s Office at 541-682-4150 opt 1. ; Two men are under arrest, 
charged in connection with a break-in and damage at a local ATV shop. Police 
say 35-year-old Michael Eric Tavernier and 25-year-old Terrance William Stevens 
were taken into custody a short time after Saturday afternoon’s reported incident 
at Valley Powersports on Highway 99-North in Eugene. Witnesses said they 
spotted the men in the back of the shop going through a side-by-side vehicle. A 
police sergeant later saw them jumping a fence and running southeast toward the 
railroad tracks. Eugene Police used their Drone Team and K9 resources during 
the search. The men were arrested in the 1000 block of Bethel Drive. 
Investigators say Tavernier also had previous warrants for his arrest, and Stevens 
had an “attempt to locate” from an unrelated case. /  
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EVENT, COMMUNITY, SPORTS: Heading to the U.S. Olympic Track and Field 
Trials this month? There are free bus shuttles and free bike valet parking 
available. TrackTown USA and the University of Oregon are coordinating 
transportation services and have information posted along with other tips for 
spectators at www.gotracktownusa.com/tracktown20-spectator-guide The free 
bus shuttles, operated by First Student, originate from the northeast parking lot at 
Valley River Center and from Autzen Stadium and will drop you a short distance 
from Hayward Field. The shuttles will begin a few hours before the first event 
each day and will run continuously. Face coverings are mandatory. Sit in every 
other row for physical distancing. For those taking Lane Transit District buses to 
the University of Oregon or around town, a reminder that face masks are required 
on all buses and capacity also are limited to allow for physical distancing. With 
increased ridership expected and some buses filling at peak rider times, plan your 
trips in advance and allow enough time to get where you’re going on time. See 
schedules and fares at www.ltd.org Riding a bicycle to the Olympic Trials? A 
secure bike valet is located outside the Knight Center on campus at 15th and 
Agate Streets. The free storage service begins 90 minutes before gates open and 
closes 30 minutes post-meet. And remember, you’ll need to pass through security 
checkpoints outside Hayward Field. The “clear bag” policy that’s in place for 
football and basketball games and concerts also is in effect for the Olympic Trials. 
You are allowed one clear bag and one small clutch bag. Check out the Spectator 
Guide at www.gotracktownusa.com/tracktown20-spectator-guide for allowable 
dimensions. Prohibited bags include purses and solid or oversized backpacks, 
diaper bags, binocular cases, camera cases, solid-fabric fanny packs, luggage, 
seat cushions with a zipper, any bag larger than allowed, and any bag that is not 
clear. Travel Lane County has online resources for visitors and locals headed to 
the Trials or looking for late-Spring and early-Summer activities and outings. Go 
to https://www.eugenecascadescoast.org/ for details. / CRIME: It took the better 
part of seven hours but a tense standoff in Springfield ended peacefully late 
yesterday afternoon. Police say they first contacted 38-year-old Alexander Phillip 
Konnoff late yesterday morning after learning there was a warrant out for him in 
another case, and that he was at a residence in the 400 block of Springfield’s 
Broadway Street, off Centennial. But they said Konnoff was ranting about wanting 
to, quote, “kill cops.” Police brought in Crisis Negotiators and the Springfield 
SWAT Team. After hours of negotiations, Konnoff agreed to leave the residence 



and was taken into custody without incident. / ECONOMY, BUSINESS, HEALTH: 
Oregon added 6,900 jobs in May, a bit less than in recent months. Still, the net 
gain kept the state’s unemployment rate at 5.9 percent in May, the same as the 
revised rate in April. The past two months marked the first time Oregon’s rate was 
below 6 percent since March 2020, when the pandemic shutdowns hit. Since April 
of last year, Oregon has recovered 176,500 jobs, or close to two-thirds of the jobs 
lost between February and April of 2020. Some of the largest job gains were in 
private education (+3,400 jobs); professional and business services (+2,900); 
construction (+900); and financial activities (+900). Only one major industry shed 
more than 500 jobs in May: transportation, warehousing, and utilities (-800 jobs), 
perhaps a reflect of reduced online shopping and shipping as more people 
venture out. Which sectors have been the slowest to add back jobs? Leisure and 
hospitality accounts for the bulk of unrecovered employment, adding only 1,600 
jobs in the past recent two months. The industry is still 46,700 jobs below its peak 
month of February 2020, down 43 percent from its pre-recession peak. State 
labor analysts say that for the past three months, the restaurants, bars, and hotels 
that make up the accommodation and food services sector have experienced flat 
hiring trends. Local government is another industry that has a long way to go to 
get back to normal. Employment was close to 22,000 jobs below pre-pandemic 
numbers over the past 12 months. Remote schooling is a big contributing factor: 
Local government education—including K-12 schools, community colleges, and 
public universities—accounts for over half of all local government employment. A 
return to pre-pandemic employment is closer at hand for several major industries 
that were less impacted by the COVID recession. They include trade, 
transportation, and utilities; financial activities; information; construction; and 
professional and business services. / HOUSING, ECONOMY, HEALTH: The 
pandemic might have steamrollered sectors of Oregon’s economy. But new 
numbers from the U.S. Census Bureau indicate that new housing construction in 
Lane County, as measured by permits for living units, rose last year. Although the 
1,391 building permits were only two units above 2018, it is technically the highest 
post-Great Recession level going back to 2007. Much of the increase was driven 
by permit applications for multi-unit buildings, such as apartments. The 
construction industry in Lane County also might have benefitted from the strong 
housing market. Annual average employment data shows that the construction 
industry was one of the least affected by COVID restrictions, losing only 200 jobs, 
or 2.6 percent of its workforce, compared with 7.4 percent for total employment in 
all sectors. Residential price increases as measured by Zillow’s Home Value 
Index accelerated, going from an increase of 6.6 percent in 2019 to 11.2 percent 
in 2020 as inventory tightened and people increasingly stayed in their homes 
during the pandemic. / BUSINESS: The Oregonian and OregonLive are reporting 
that Dutch Bros, the drive-through chain of coffee stands based in Grants Pass, 
says it has filed for an initial public offering after years of rapid growth. It could be 
Oregon’s first major IPO since 2004. Bloomberg, citing unnamed sources, 
reported last month that the chain hoped a prospective stock offering would give it 
a $3 billion market value. That could make it the biggest IPO in Oregon history. 
Founded by two brothers from Grants Pass in 1992, Dutch Bros now operates 
nearly 470 stores in 11 states, stretching from Seattle to San Antonio, where the 
franchise chain is in the process of opening its newest location. It employs about 
13,000 altogether. Dutch Bros reported in 2018 that it had sold an unspecified 



stake in the business to a private equity firm, TSG Consumer Products. At the 
time, Dutch Bros said it hoped to use “TSG’s expertise and resources” to grow to 
800 locations in five years. / HEALTH: COVID-19 infections continue to fall across 
Oregon. Lane County Public Health yesterday said it was notified of 26 new 
cases. Eighteen residents remained hospitalized, with nine in intensive care and 
three of those patients on ventilators. Our local pandemic death toll stands at 158. 
The number of people considered infectious has fallen to 86 as vaccination rates 
increase, giving the virus few places to go. The Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday reported 314 new COVID-19 cases and seven new deaths. Officials 
said this month that close to 95 percent of all new Oregon cases are among those 
who either are unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated. The U.S. hit a grim milestone 
yesterday: The U.S. death toll from COVID-19 and its complications has topped 
600,000, even as the nationwide vaccination drive has slashed daily cases and 
deaths. That's according to the toll recorded by Johns Hopkins University. The 
number of lives lost is greater than the population of Baltimore or Milwaukee. It is 
about equal to the number of Americans who died of cancer in 2019. More than 
33.4 million Americans have tested positive for the virus during the past 16 
months. ; Need a COVID-19 vaccine? Lane County Public Health and Lane 
Transit District’s have partnered to offer free pop-up clinics today, Thursday, and 
Friday at LTD’s Eugene Downtown Station. Vaccine doses are available each day 
from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. ; This is the final week for the free, drop-in mass-
vaccination clinic in the Autzen Stadium parking lot. Today through Friday, you 
may swing by between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. You’ll have your choice of the 
two-dose Pfizer or the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The Autzen clinic 
also is offering second doses of Moderna vaccine. ; State health officials say only 
65,400 more Oregonians need to roll up their sleeves and receive a first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine for our state to reach a 70 percent first-dose immunization rate 
among adults ages 18 and older. Once that happens, the governor will lift 
statewide mask, physical distancing and capacity restrictions. ; As Oregon inches 
closer to reaching the statewide vaccination target, at least 22 of the state's 36 
counties have moved into the "lower risk" level. Counties in the "lower risk" 
category can increase capacity for indoor dining, theaters, gyms and other indoor 
entertainment spaces to 50 percent. The risk level also allows expansion of 
indoor gatherings to 10 people and increases retail store capacity to 75 percent. 
Lane, Benton, and Coos counties are at Low-Risk levels. Douglas and Linn 
counties are remaining at High Risk for another week. Currently 68 percent of 
people, who are 18 or older, in the state had been vaccinated. ; We’re less than 
two weeks away from the drawing in the state’s COVID-19 vaccination lottery. 
The state’s "Take Your Shot" campaign will award one $1 million prize and 36 
$10,000 prizes (one in each county) to adults. Youth will be entered for a chance 
to win one of five $100,000 Oregon College Savings Plan education 
scholarships. The drawing will take place June 28, and winners will be announced 
the week of July 4. If you’ve received at least one dose by June 27, you are 
entered automatically—with just a couple of exceptions. If you are an Oregon 
resident who received a vaccine out of state or from a federal provider—and that 
includes veterans and others who received their vaccines through the VA Health 
Care System—you must register online at takeyourshot.oregon.gov to be entered 
in the lottery. That’s because your doses were recorded in the federal and not the 
state database. / AGRICULTURE, WILDLIFE, HEALTH: A deadly virus that 



strikes domestic and wild rabbits has been detected in a wild jackrabbit in Eastern 
Oregon’s Lake County, near Christmas Valley. It is the first time this form of 
Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease has been confirmed in a wild rabbit in Oregon. In 
March, the disease was first detected in domestic rabbits southeast of Portland in 
the city of Milwaukee. The Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease poses no health risk to 
humans. But the virus that causes it can be spread among domestic and wild 
rabbits through direct exposure or via contaminated materials such as carcasses, 
pelts, food, water, forage, and feces. It can also be spread on the feet, fur, or 
feathers of birds, rodents, insects, predators, and scavengers. The Oregon 
Department of Fish & Wildlife is encouraging hunters to take precautions to avoid 
spreading the disease. Wear gloves when handling dead wild rabbits. Shower 
and wash your clothes before getting near domestic rabbits. The agency also is 
asking falconers and wildlife rehabilitators to take precautions and avoid handling 
rabbits and inadvertently spreading the virus.  / ELDERS, HEALTH, SAFETY, 
CRIME: June is Elder Abuse Awareness Month. Financial abuse can happen to 
anyone at any time, but perpetrators often target seniors. Their victims are often 
physically frail, mentally vulnerable, or dependent on others for financial and other 
advice. Yesterday, to as part of its observance of World Elder Abuse Awareness 
Day, the Oregon Division of Financial Regulation urged all of us to be on the 
lookout for signs of financial exploitation of seniors. Investigators say scammers 
use several tactics to gain trust from seniors in order to steal their finances. And 
unfortunately, some offenders are guardians who are responsible for acting in the 
person’s best interest and might even have or gain control of a person’s assets. 
While Senior Financial Exploitation can be difficult to identify. Here are six 
examples to watch for:  A new and overly protective friend or caregiver, especially 
if the senior is considering surrendering financial control to the person. Fear of 
someone or a sudden change in feelings about them. A lack of knowledge about 
financial status or reluctance to discuss financial matters. Sudden or unexplained 
changes in spending habits, a will, trust, or beneficiary designation. Unexplained 
checks made out to cash, unexplained loans, or unexplained disappearance of 
assets (cash, valuables, securities, etc.). Suspicious signatures on the senior’s 
checks or other documents. Call 855-503-SAFE (7233) (toll-free) if you believe an 
Oregon senior is being financially exploited. You may also visit 
https://dfr.oregon.gov/financial/resources/Pages/index.aspx to learn more about 
protecting seniors from fraud and learn how to prevent, report, and recover from 
financial abuse. Visit serveourseniors.org for red flags to identify possible elder 
abuse by a guardian. / BUSINESS, ECONOMY: Retail sales fell in May, dragged 
down by a decline in auto sales and a shift by Americans to spend more on 
vacations and other services instead of goods. The Commerce Department says 
total sales dropped a seasonal adjusted 1.3 percent in May from the month 
before. Wall Street analysts expected a smaller decline of 0.5 percent. But the 
agency did revise April’s number upward to a 0.9 percent increase. As more 
Americans are vaccinated and want to head out more, they are spending more of 
their money on haircuts, trips and other services that are not included in 
Tuesday’s report. ; Wholesale prices, boosted by rising food costs, increased 0.8 
percent in May, and are up by a record amount over the past year, another 
indication that inflation pressures are rising since the economy has begun to re-
open following the pandemic lockdowns. The Labor Department reports that the 
monthly gain in its producer price index, which measures inflation pressures 



before they reach consumers, followed a 0.6 percent increase in April and a 1 
percent jump in March. Food prices rose a hefty 2.6 percent while energy costs 
were up 2.2 percent. Over the past 12 months, wholesale prices are up 6.6 
percent, the largest 12-month increase on records going back to 2010. /  
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SAFETY: All northbound lanes are Interstate 5 have been reopened at Brooks, 
north of Salem. The freeway was closed for much of the early morning following a 
crash south of Woodburn. ; A multi-vehicle crash shortly after 5:30 yesterday 
evening snarled eastbound Interstate 105 in Eugene between Coburg Road and 
Interstate 5. Police rerouted traffic until the roadway was reopened a bit after 7:00 
p.m. ; They were delayed a bit by rain, but crews are working on that pavement 
chip-seal project on Highway 36 this morning. They’re starting at the junction with 
Highway 99 and working their way west toward Cheshire. Expect delays, traffic 
flaggers, and pilot vehicles. ; Crews are pouring concrete on a stretch of 
Willamette Street between 27th and 29th Avenues this morning. Traffic flaggers 
are getting vehicles through the work zone, one direction at a time. / EVENTS, 
SPORTS, SAFETY: And with the U.S. Olympic Track & Field Trials opening 
tomorrow at Eugene’s Hayward Field, some of the streets surrounding the venue 
are closed for the next two weeks. They include: Agate Street between 15th and 
18th Avenues; And 18th Avenue from Agate Street to University Street. Watch for 
traffic congestion near campus. ; A reminder: The U.S. Olympic Track & Field 
Trials at Hayward Field and much of the area surrounding it will be “No Drone” 
Zone. A “Temporary Flight Restriction” will be in effect during all active event days 
(June 18 – 21 and June 24 – 27). The “No Drone” zone will run two miles out from 
Hayward Field on all active event days and three miles out (to include the Race 
Walk events in Springfield) on June 26th. The FBI has the authority to 
seize drones that violate these TFRs, and drone operators may face civil 
penalties or criminal charges. If you are a drone operator, be aware of the 
restrictions and comply with them. If you’re a drone owner or operator, be sure 
you have and check the FAA’s B4UFLY mobile app. It allows you to access 
information about controlled airspace, special use airspace, critical infrastructure, 
airports, national parks, military training routes and temporary flight restrictions. 
The B4UFLY app is available to download for free at the App Store for iOS 
and Google Play store for Android. More info on the app can be found at 
https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/where_can_i_fly/b4ufly/ In addition, 
federal, state, and local law enforcement partners remind you that they are 
coordinating their efforts and will rapidly share any threat information to the U.S. 
Olympic Trials or any related activities. There is currently no known threat to any 
of the scheduled events. But remember: If you “See Something, Say Something.” 
Contact the FBI at (800) CALL-FBI or at tips.fbi.gov or your local law enforcement 



authorities. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY: Three more Lane County residents have 
died from complications of COVID-19. It’s one thing to report the numbers—a 51-
year-old man, a 56-year-old man, and a 77-year-old woman. But friends and 
family say they were more than just numbers. The 51-year-old, for example, was 
known as “Papa Bear” who died earlier this week and is much missed by his 
sons, the rest of his family, and those who knew him. Lane County Public Health 
yesterday was notified of 13 new cases. Twelve residents remain hospitalized, 
with six in intensive care and two of those patients on ventilators. The number of 
people in Lane County considered infectious stands at 77. Our pandemic death 
toll is now at 161. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 247 new 
COVID-19 cases and seven new deaths—including the three from Lane County. 
Officials said this month that close to 95 percent of all new Oregon cases are 
among those who either are unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated. More than 33.4 
million Americans have tested positive for the virus during the past 16 months and 
600,000 have died. ; Need a COVID-19 vaccine? Lane County Public Health and 
Lane Transit District have partnered to offer free pop-up clinics today and Friday 
at LTD’s Eugene Downtown Station. Vaccine doses are available each day from 
1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. ; This is the final week for the free, drop-in mass-
vaccination clinic in the Autzen Stadium parking lot. Today through Friday, you 
may swing by between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. You’ll have your choice of the 
two-dose Pfizer or the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The Autzen clinic 
also is offering second doses of Moderna vaccine. ; State health officials say only 
60,600 more Oregonians need to roll up their sleeves and receive a first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine for our state to reach a 70 percent first-dose immunization rate 
among adults ages 18 and older. Once that happens, the governor will lift 
statewide mask, physical distancing and capacity restrictions. / EDUCATION, 
SPORTS, HEALTH:  Students will be back in class and back in residence halls, 
faculty and staff will be back on campus, and athletic department officials are 
expecting a full sports schedule and fans in the stands. Fall Term is shaping up to 
look pretty normal at the University of Oregon. Campus officials provided an 
update yesterday, which expands on some earlier announcements about in-
person classes, residence and dining halls, required COVID-19 vaccinations, and 
on-site work. U-of-O leaders anticipate that pretty much every course that 
normally would be taught on campus will be conducted in-person. Residence 
halls and dining facilities should be open and up to or close to capacity. They 
expect almost all workers will be able to return to their offices or jobsites across 
campus. And they’re working to encourage students, faculty, and staff to be 
vaccinated this summer. And Duck Football and other Fall Sports are expecting a 
full NCAA competition schedule with at or close to 100 percent capacity in the 
stadiums and stands. U-of-O leaders say some public health restrictions might 
still need to be in place this Fall but say they will follow state and federal health 
guidance as infection rates decline and vaccination increases. / LOW-INCOME, 
HOUSING, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: The pandemic has hit many renters hard, 
as they saw their income drop amid layoffs and business shutdowns. But 
landlords have been hit hard, too, as many tenants have delayed rent payments 
during the state’s eviction moratorium. Financial assistance is available for 
landlords with qualifying tenants, but many apparently do not realize they may still 
apply for funds. Officials with Oregon Housing and Community Services this week 
encouraged financially strapped landlords to apply for assistance. They say 



millions of dollars remain available to help cover past-due rent. The landlord 
application period has been extended to next Wednesday, June 23. But this is the 
final opportunity for landlords to apply to get assistance to cover rental debt for all 
tenants, regardless of income. This round of assistance through the state’s 
Landlord Compensation Fund program covers those who have tenants who owed 
rent between April 1 of this year and June 1. Participating landlords can receive 
up to 80 percent of rent owed for qualifying residents and, for the first time, for 
former renters. Participating landlords must agree to forgive the remaining 20 
percent of the tenant's debt as a condition of receiving payment. Learn more 
about how to apply at https://bit.ly/OHCS-LCF / GOVERNMENT, 
ENVIRONMENT: Oregon Gov. Kate Brown has signed a bill legalizing human 
composting. It’s part of growing national move toward what are known as “green” 
burials. The law goes into effect July 1, 2022. Legislative backers said they 
sponsored the bill because their constituents are interested in alternative after-
death options. Washington state legalized composting human remains in 2020 
and Colorado did so earlier this year. Brown signed House Bill 2574 on Tuesday, 
which will legalize what's also known as natural organic reduction. It also clarifies 
rules surrounding alkaline hydrolysis, known as aqua cremation. / 
ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE, SAFETY: Was chatting briefly by phone this 
morning with Dean Chappell from the Lane Fire Authority. He says they had their 
first grass fire yesterday. A windrower caught a rock in a field off Fir Butte, 
sparking a blaze that crews had out before it could burn two acres. It’s a reminder 
of how much things have dried out, even with the rain we had earlier this week. 
We’re already in fire season across much of Oregon, including here in Lane 
County. Use extra caution when you’re working and playing. It would be a very 
long fire and wildfire season. / DISASTERS, COMMUNITY, EDUCATION: 
Another great volunteer effort to help people recover after the Holiday Farm Fire. 
Students from Elmira, Creswell, Churchill, Sheldon, and McKenzie High Schools, 
the Northwest Youth Corps, and Lane Community College joined with local 
workforce, non-profit, and educational organizations plus nine industry partners. 
Student teams learned how to build good-sized storage sheds, which then are 
donated to residents up the McKenzie River. The sheds provide a protected, 
secure place to store tools and supplies as they rebuild after the September 
wildfire. The student teams constructed and placed 23 sheds on the properties of 
fire survivors. Along the way, the students earned high school credit, built 
important job skills in the construction trades, and made a positive impact in their 
communities. / COMMUNITY, CRIME, HOMELESSNESS, DEVELOPMENT: Until 
a year ago, Portland was best known nationally for its food scene, craft breweries, 
trendy retailers, and an influx of younger workers that have the town it 
"Portlandia" vibe. But after months-long protests and riots following the killing of 
George Floyd, a surge in deadly gun violence, and an increasingly visible 
homeless population, some have questioned whether Oregon's largest city can 
recover. City officials insist Portland is resilient and point to a recently launched 
revitalization plan. It includes millions of dollars for citywide cleanups, repairs to 
buildings damaged during riots, police reform, and removing unofficial homeless 
encampments while replacing them with established campsites with increased 
services for the unhoused. They're hoping to improve Portland's reputation and 
bring visitors back to its downtown. While many of Portland’s signature events, 
such as its Rose Festival and brew fests, were canceled, postponed or held 



virtually during the past year, tourists are slowly returning. Customers are again 
lining up outside the famous Powell’s Books store. Fans are returning to Timbers’ 
soccer games. And as office workers return to downtown, officials say they are 
starting to breathe life into the retail scene and hospitality scene, sending a signal 
to other retailers and hospitality owners. / SPORTS: Justin Herbert and the Los 
Angeles Chargers began their six-week vacation following their final minicamp 
practice, but the quarterback still plans to do a lot of studying leading up to the 
start of training camp next month. Herbert likes the progress he has made 
learning the new offense being installed by first-year coach Brandon Staley and 
coordinator Joe Lombardi but he also realizes there are more expectations after a 
spectacular rookie campaign. Herbert got some added assistance Wednesday 
from a special visitor, former Chargers and Saints QB Drew Brees. Brees spent 
time in the quarterback room with Herbert before observing practice. ; The LA 
Bowl has found a big name to be its very first title sponsor: ABC talk show host 
Jimmy Kimmel. The inaugural edition of the Jimmy Kimmel LA Bowl will be played 
Dec. 18 at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, the host announced on "Jimmy Kimmel 
Live" on Wednesday night. The game will air on ABC. The LA Bowl's debut was 
delayed from 2020 until 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic, but it will match 
the Mountain West champion against the Pac-12's No. 5 bowl selection. SoFi 
Stadium said it has reached a multiyear deal with Kimmel for the naming rights. ; 
The U.S. Olympic track and field trials take to the starting line this week amid 
another high-profile doping case. Shelby Houlihan, the American record holder in 
the 1,500 and the 5,000 meters, was considered a strong Olympic medal 
contender. But she won’t race at trials. She received a four-year doping ban for 
what she says was nothing more than eating a burrito that was laced with traces 
of the performance-enhancing drug nandrolone. Many of these cases never result 
in sanctions like this. But international antidoping authorities pressed the case 
and went for the full ban. The head of the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency, Travis Tygart, 
says the rules need to be changed to allow more leniency to people who 
inadvertently ingest banned substances. /  
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COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT: Summer arrives Sunday evening at 8:32 p.m. 
Monday is the first full day of summer and the longest day and shortest night of 
the year. With sunrise at 5:29 a.m. and sunset at 8:59 p.m., there will be 15 hours 
and 30 minutes of daylight. / HEALTH, SAFETY, COMMUNITY: “The drinking 
water in Oregon is clean and safe to drink.” That's the message from state and 
local officials who say they are monitoring the temporary shutdown of a plant in 
Longview, Washington, following a power disruption. The facility produces most of 
the chlorine used for treatment of water used by local, tribal, water, and 
wastewater agencies. Chlorine is used to disinfect drinking water and treat 
wastewater. The Longview plant is expected to have electricity again around June 
28 and resume chlorine production and shipments. In the meantime, officials 
across the state are coordinating their efforts to ensure water treatment systems 
have enough chlorine to cover the supply gap. The goal is to avoid or minimize 
the need for "boil water" advisories on certain systems that might have limited 
supplies of chlorine on hand. Here in Eugene, officials with the Eugene Water & 
Electric Board say the regional chlorine shortage will not impact the utility. That is 
because in 2019, after several years of planning, EWEB stopped using chlorine 
gas and instead installed a system that allows the utility to produce its own 
chlorine and use it more safely at its Hayden Bridge Filtration Plant. EWEB 
officials said yesterday evening they have a 75-day supply of the ingredients used 
in that conversion process. They say that also gives them the ability to assist local 
water utilities and others throughout the state should the supply shortage 
continue. Officials with the Springfield Utility Board said last night they have 
adequate supplies of chlorine gas for water treatment to last through the expected 
duration of the shortage. Already, experts with EWEB, the Springfield Utility 
Board, and the Rainbow Water District are regularly communicating about the 
regional chlorine shortage. They say there should be limited or no impacts to the 
Eugene-Springfield water supply. Oregon utilities continue to work with state 
leaders and state emergency officials during the disruption. The state is providing 
updates to utilities and the public on a daily basis. / SPORTS, COMMUNITY: 
Heading to the U.S. Olympic Track and Field Trials? Make sure you're only 
carrying allowed items when you arrive at the security checkpoints outside 
Hayward Field. The “clear bag” policy that’s in place for football and basketball 
games and concerts also is in effect for the Olympic Trials. You are allowed one 
clear bag and one small clutch bag. See the spectator guide for the allowable 



"clear bag" dimensions. Prohibited bags include purses and solid or oversized 
backpacks, diaper bags, binocular cases, camera cases, solid-fabric fanny packs, 
luggage, seat cushions with a zipper, any bag larger than allowed, and any bag 
that is not clear. And don’t forget to take your proof of vaccination if you’ve 
purchased tickets in the one of the “Vaccinated” sections of Hayward Field. Free 
bus shuttles, operated by First Student, originate from the parking lot at Valley 
River Center and drop you a short distance from Hayward Field. The shuttles 
begin a few hours before the first event each day and will run continuously. Face 
coverings are mandatory. Sit in every other row for physical distancing. For those 
taking Lane Transit District buses to the University of Oregon or around town, 
face masks are required on all buses and capacity also are limited to allow for 
physical distancing. With increased ridership expected and some buses filling at 
peak rider times, plan your trips in advance and allow enough time to get where 
you’re going on time. See schedules and fares at www.ltd.org Riding a bicycle to 
the Olympic Trials? A secure bike valet is located outside the Knight Center on 
campus at 15th and Agate Streets. The free storage service begins 90 minutes 
before gates open and closes 30 minutes post-meet. TrackTown USA posted its 
spectator's guide at www.gotracktownusa.com/tracktown20-spectator-guide It 
contains details about attending the Trials and more. Travel Lane County has 
online resources for visitors and locals headed to the Trials or looking for late-
Spring and early-Summer activities and outings. Go to 
https://www.eugenecascadescoast.org  for details. ; Staying at home and want to 
watch some of the Olympic Track and Field Trials highlights? NBC, NBC Sports, 
some of its streaming channels and its Peacock service will carry key events. 
Check your local broadcast listings or go online to NBC Sports. There are only 
two finals today: the men’s shot put and the men’s 10,000 meters. / SPORTS, 
SAFETY, TERRORISM: Some of the streets surrounding Hayward Field are 
closed for the next two weeks during the U.S. Olympic Track and Field Trials. 
They include Agate Street between 15th and 18th Avenues, and 18th Avenue 
from Agate Street to University Street. Watch for traffic congestion near campus. 
Hayward Field and much of the area surrounding it are “No Drone” Zone. A 
“Temporary Flight Restriction” is in effect during all active event days (June 18 – 
21 and June 24 – 27). The “No Drone” zone extends two miles out from Hayward 
Field on all active event days and three miles out (to include the Race Walk 
events in Springfield) on June 26th. The FBI has the authority to seize drones that 
violate these TFRs, and drone operators may face civil penalties or criminal 
charges. If you are a drone operator, be aware of the restrictions and comply with 
them. Federal, state, and local law enforcement partners also remind you that 
they are coordinating their efforts. There is currently no known threat to any of the 
scheduled events. But remember: If you “See Something, Say Something.” 
Contact the FBI at (800) CALL-FBI or at tips.fbi.gov or your local law enforcement 
authorities. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Banned runner Shelby Houlihan saw her 
chances of competing at the U.S. Olympic trials diminish when the country’s 
Olympic committee said it would follow all antidoping rules and USA Track and 
Field received long-awaited official notice of her suspension. The developments 
wrapped up a whirlwind day that began with USATF saying it would not bar the 
American record-holder at 1,500 and 5,000 meters from the preliminary heats 
today. The USATF said it felt comfortable taking Houlihan off the start lists 
because it had received notice from the Athletics Integrity Unit. Houlihan received 



a four-year ban for testing positive for trace amounts of the performance 
enhancer nandrolone. She blamed her positive test on a pork burrito she ate 
before a test in December. / GOVERNMENT, RACISM, RACIAL JUSTICE, 
COMMUNITY: President Joe Biden signed legislation Thursday establishing a 
new federal holiday, Juneteenth, commemorating the end of slavery. He said he 
believes it will go down as one of the greatest honors he has as president. Biden 
signed into law a bill to make Juneteenth, or June 19, the 12th federal holiday. 
Most federal government employees will observe the new holiday today because 
June 19 falls on Saturday this year. Many Black Americans, who had marked the 
date for years, rejoiced at the news. But some say that while they appreciate the 
recognition at a time of racial reckoning in America, more is needed to change 
policies that disadvantage too many of their brethren. The Juneteenth holiday 
commemorates the events of June 19, 1865. That’s when Union soldiers brought 
the news of freedom to enslaved Black people in Galveston, Texas — some 2 1/2 
years after President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation had freed 
slaves in Southern states and two months after the Confederacy had 
surrendered. ; Eugene-Springfield’s local Juneteenth events are set for Saturday: 
The local chapter of the NAACP is holding its official Juneteenth Celebration on 
Saturday from noon to 7:00 p.m. at Eugene’s Alton Baker Park. The free family 
event features music, dance, speeches and more. The theme is “Turning Trauma 
to Joy” and the celebration will showcase Black-owned business and food carts, 
Black performing arts, and more. Betty Snowden and her “Betty Snowden Show” 
are sponsoring a free family concert with food on Saturday from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. downtown at 8th and Olive Streets. The concert features “American Idol” 
runner-up Willie Spence, Snowden, and local musicians. And former Eugene 
Emerald Chris Singleton will speak at 6:00 p.m. at P.K. Park during a pregame 
event. Singleton’s mother was murdered during the racially motivated 2015 mass 
shooting at a Black church in South Carolina. He will share his message of love, 
unity, and inspiration. The Eugene Emeralds and Kendall Auto Group also will be 
distributing copies of his book “Different: A Story About Loving Your Neighbor” to 
the first 500 children that enter PK Park. / COMMUNITY, EVENTS: The Lane 
County Fair is back this summer, July 21-25. Between now and the end of June, 
you can purchase all admission tickets-- including multi-day tickets-- at a 20 
percent discount. Go to https://www.atthefair.com/tickets-and-deals No code 
required. The discount will be applied automatically at checkout. Ride bracelets 
and concert tickets are excluded from this promotion. While you’re on the website, 
buy your concert tickets for: Marshall Tucker Band on Wed., July 21; Big & Rich 
on Thu., July 22; Jefferson Starship on Fri., July 23; Nelly on Sat., July 24; and 
Carly Pearce on Sun., July 25. / LOW-INCOME, HOUSING, GOVERNMENT, 
HEALTH: Renters: A reminder that next Friday morning, Lane County opens its 
application window for another round of state rent assistance. If you’ve 
experienced a loss of income or financial hardship because of the pandemic, and 
meet certain income limits, you might qualify. The county begins accepting pre-
applications Friday morning, June 25, at 9:00 a.m. The application window closes 
Monday evening, June 28 at 5:00 p.m. Officials say the pre-applications will be 
evaluated based on income, unemployment history and need. Community 
partners will contact tenants who make the cut to collect additional information 
and document their eligibility. To apply, visit www.LaneCounty.org/RENT For 
assistance completing the pre-application over the phone, call (541) 682-3776. If 



someone in your household already has applied for rent and utility assistance 
through the Oregon Emergency Rental Assistance Program website, you do not 
need to reapply. This latest round of rental assistance comes as Oregon’s 
eviction moratorium comes to an end on June 30. Under state law, renters who’ve 
taken advantage of the moratorium will have until the end of February to pay back 
rent accumulated since April of last year. But while they cannot be evicted at this 
point for non-payment of “back rent,” starting July 1, renters must stay current on 
current rent payments or face eviction for non-payment. ; With the state and 
federal eviction moratorium set to expire at the end of June, Oregon lawmakers 
are hastily working on an amendment to keep financially struggling tenants 
housed and avoid mass evictions next month. The proposed "Safe Harbor" 
amendment on Senate Bill 278 would "pause" rental evictions for 60 days for 
tenants if they provide proof that they've applied for rental assistance. The state 
currently has $200 million, in federal aid, in the state's rental assistance fund to 
help both tenants and landlords. Another round of funding is expected to be 
available this fall. So far, officials from the Oregon Housing and Community 
Services said more than 16,600 households have started or completed the 
application to get rental assistance. / HEALTH: Another Lane County resident has 
died from complications of COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority reported 
yesterday that the 76-year-old man died on June 15, less than one week after he 
tested positive for the coronavirus. That brings our pandemic death toll to 162. 
Lane County Public Health yesterday was notified of 33 new cases. Eleven 
residents remain hospitalized, with six in intensive care and one of those patients 
on a ventilator. The number of people in Lane County considered infectious 
jumped yesterday from 77 to 136. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 300 new COVID-19 cases. More than 33.5 million Americans have 
tested positive for the virus during the past 16 months and 600,000 have died. ; 
Need a COVID-19 vaccine? Lane County Public Health and Lane Transit District 
have partnered to offer a free pop-up clinic today at LTD’s Eugene Downtown 
Station. Vaccine doses are available from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. This is the final 
day of the free, drop-in mass-vaccination clinic in the Autzen Stadium parking lot. 
Swing by between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. You’ll have your choice of the two-
dose Pfizer or the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The Autzen clinic also 
is offering second doses of Moderna vaccine. On Saturday evening, there will be 
a free, drop-in vaccination clinic in Cottage Grove at Harrison Elementary. It runs 
from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. You’ll be offered your choice of the two-dose Pfizer or 
the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. ; State health officials say only 
55,700 more Oregonians need to roll up their sleeves and receive a first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine for our state to reach a 70 percent first-dose immunization rate 
among adults ages 18 and older. Once that happens, the governor will lift 
statewide mask, physical distancing and capacity restrictions. / ENVIRONMENT, 
ENERGY, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE: A proposal to bring down four 
hydroelectric dams near the California-Oregon border cleared a major regulatory 
hurdle Thursday, setting the stage for the largest dam demolition project in U.S. 
history to save imperiled migratory salmon. The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission action comes after the demolition proposal almost fell apart last 
summer, but then a new agreement and additional funding revived it. Thursday’s 
ruling will allow PacifiCorp, the utility that runs the dams, to transfer its 
hydroelectric license jointly to the nonprofit Klamath River Renewal Corporation, 



and the states of Oregon and California. The dams do not store agricultural water, 
are not used for flood control, and are not part of the 200,000-acre Klamath 
Project, an irrigation project further north that straddles the Oregon-California 
border. Removing the structures would affect homeowners who live around man-
made lakes created by the dams. If the dams remained, PacifiCorp would likely 
have to spend hundreds of millions of dollars to retrofit the structures to comply 
with today’s environmental laws. As it is, the utility has said the electricity 
generated by the dams no longer makes up a significant part of its power 
portfolio. Regulators still must approve the actual surrender of the license. Dam 
removal could start in 2023. Tribes on the lower Klamath River that have watched 
salmon struggle applauded the decision. Salmon are at the heart of the culture, 
beliefs and diet of a half-dozen regional tribes, including the Yurok and Karuk – 
both parties to the agreement – and they have suffered deeply from that loss. 
This week, California accepted a petition to add Klamath-Trinity River spring 
chinook salmon to the state’s endangered species list. The aging dams were built 
before current environmental regulations and essentially cut the 253-mile-long 
river in half for migrating salmon, whose numbers have been plummeting. Coho 
salmon from the river are listed as threatened under federal and California law, 
and their population has fallen anywhere from 52 percent to 95 percent. Spring 
Chinook salmon, once the Klamath Basin’s largest run, has dwindled by 98 
percent. Fall Chinook, the last to persist in any significant numbers, have been so 
meager in the past few years that the Yurok Tribe canceled fishing for the first 
time in memory. In 2017, they bought fish at a grocery store for their annual 
salmon festival. The demolition proposal foundered last summer after regulators 
initially balked at allowing PacifiCorp to completely exit the project. A new plan 
unveiled in November appears to address regulators’ concerns that the nonprofit 
entity overseeing the demolition would struggle if there were any cost overruns or 
liability issues. The new plan makes Oregon and California equal partners in the 
demolition with the Klamath River Renewal Corporation and adds $45 million to 
the project’s $450 million budget. The states and PacifiCorp, which is owned by 
billionaire Warren Buffett’s company Berkshire Hathaway, will each provide one-
third of the additional funds. /  
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COMMUNITY, SAFETY, DISASTERS: Members of the Eugene City Council 
yesterday unanimously approved a temporary ban on the use of fireworks across 
a large portion of the Southeast Hills. It comes amid the continuing drought and 
the rising risk of wildfires. The ban affects areas of Eugene located south of 
18th Avenue and east of Agate Street. While fireworks sales are being allowed in 
the area this year, they will be prohibited in that zone next year. ; With lightning in 
the forecast in parts of Oregon over the next few days and several parts of the 
state under a Red Flag Warning or a Fire Weather Watch, the Oregon Office of 
State Fire Marshal has been staging crews and firefighting resources across 
Central Oregon. The idea to ensure a faster response should any wildfires 
develop. Two firefighting task forces, one from Marion County and one from 
Washington County, have headed to Central Oregon and are spending at least 72 
hours there but can extend, if needed. Oregon State Fire Marshal Mariana Ruiz-
Temple says, “We can’t control the weather, but we can plan for what we can 
control, and that is strategically placing resources ahead of this weather event.” 
Officials know the conditions across the state are dry, and with thunderstorms in 
the forecast, even the smallest spark could trigger a wildfire. At the same time, 
officials are reminding everyone to be aware of the dry conditions and be cautious 
when working, playing, and traveling to avoid sparking a fire. ; We’re in the first 
few days of summer and it’s already wildfire season for much of Oregon. A 6,200-
acre blaze burning in timber and grasslands on the northern edge of the Warm 
Springs Reservation. It is ten percent contained. Winds yesterday pushed some 
of the smoke from the S-503 Fire, as it’s known, from North-Central Oregon into 
parts of the Willamette Valley. It made the skies a bit hazy, but our air quality was 
listed as “good” overnight. More than 250 air and ground personnel are working to 
get containment lines around the blaze. East of Klamath Falls, the Cutoff Fire has 
burned 1,150 acres on a mix of public and private lands six miles north of the 
town of Bonanza. The blaze is 12 percent contained. Oregon Department of 
Forestry crews are working the 22-acre Pool Fire near Chiloquin in south-central 
Oregon. There were some brief evacuations yesterday afternoon, but all had 
been lifted last night. In Southern Oregon, crews are gaining the upper hand on a 
60-acre grass fire near the city of Rogue River. / ENERGY: Officials with Lane 
Electric say yesterday morning’s power outage that affected 700 customers in 
parts of Eugene, Creswell, and Pleasant Hill was caused by an equipment issue 
related to routine maintenance. Power was restored around 11:00 a.m. Monday. / 



SPORTS, EDUCATION: As some of the nation’s elite athletes were competing 
yesterday at Eugene’s Hayward Field, many were keeping an eye on 
developments in Washington, D.C.: The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled 
unanimously in favor of athletes in the latest case in the decades-long fight over 
whether and how colleges can compensate their sports stars. The justices’ 
opinion noted that the “bottom line is that the NCAA and its member colleges are 
suppressing the pay of student athletes who collectively generate billions of 
dollars in revenues for colleges every year.” The ruling does not address direct 
payments, which are still banned. But it says the NCAA cannot limit education-
related benefits for athletes, such as paid internships, scholarships for those 
pursuing graduate degrees, computers, and other educational equipment. The 
ruling clears the way for schools to offer those benefits, which can be worth tens 
of thousands of dollars. The NCAA generally limits benefits to undergraduate 
scholarships and other associated costs of attending college. Its lawyers argued 
before the Supreme Court that allowing schools to promise more generous 
benefits could lead to internships with boosters or athletic companies that offering 
professional-level salaries. The NCAA has said its rules are necessary to 
preserve the amateur nature of college sports, saying any form of compensation 
could alienate fans. But the High Court unanimously ruled that such payments are 
relatively modest. One day after the ruling, one of the NCAA’s top governing 
bodies is set to consider how to proceed with reforming rules that currently 
prohibit college athletes from earning money from their fame. NCAA President 
Mark Emmert has urged moving forward on a proposal that has been stalled for 
months. It would make it permissible for college athletes to earn money from their 
names, images, and likenesses. Six Division I conferences, including the Pac-12, 
SEC, and ACC have put forth similar proposals. A number of states are 
considering or have approved similar legislation, and there is a push underway at 
the Congressional level. The NCAA Division I Council meets today and 
Wednesday. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health officials say they were 
notified of a combined 46 new COVID-19 infections from Saturday, Sunday, and 
Monday. Twelve patients remain hospitalized, with six of them in intensive care 
units. One of those patients is on a ventilator. Our pandemic death toll to 164. 
Locally, 96 residents remain infectious. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 78 new COVID-19 cases and two deaths. More than 33.5 million 
Americans have tested positive for the virus during the past 16 months and 
602,000 have died. ; A new report from the Oregon Health Authority finds that the 
state’s push to vaccinate at least 75 percent of all long-term care facility residents 
and employees—through vaccine clinics and ongoing vaccination maintenance 
efforts—is paying off. In early May, facilities that volunteered to take part in the 
survey reported that 84 percent of residents at long-term care had been fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19, along with 62 percent of long-term care staff. The 
challenge in maintaining those numbers is vaccinating new residents and staff 
shortly after they arrive at individual facilities. Not surprisingly, vaccination 
percentages were higher among long-term care residents in residential care and 
assisted living facilities than in shorter-term nursing facilities. ; Looking for a 
COVID-19 vaccination? There are several Lane County Public Health pop-up 
sites operating today. Each site offers free doses of your choice of the two-dose 
Pfizer or single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The sites include: The 
downtown branch of the Eugene Public Library from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 



Springfield Public Library from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Eugene Parks’ Echo Hollow 
Pool and Fitness Center, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Willamalane’s Bob Keefer 
Center in Springfield, from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Florence Food Share, 2190 
Spruce Street in Florence, between 10:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. / SPORTS, 
ENVIRONMENT: In Monday’s highlights from the U.S. Olympic Track and Field 
Trials at Eugene’s Hayward Field: A thermometer placed near the track by NBC 
Sports at one point yesterday afternoon read 120 degrees. /  
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COMMUNITY, HEALTH, SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT, DISASTERS: Strong high 
pressure over the Pacific Northwest will bring a stretch of unseasonably hot 
weather to much of northwest Oregon beginning Friday and lasting through at 
least next Monday. High temperatures will run 20 to 30 degrees above normal for 
late June at many locations, putting numerous daily records and perhaps a few 
monthly high temperature records in jeopardy. Overnight lows will also be 
unseasonably warm, limiting the amount of relief from the heat and contributing to 
increased risk of heat-related illnesses. The heat is expected to peak this 
weekend, with conditions remaining hot into Monday and then gradually trend 
downward toward the middle of next week. ; Dangerously hot temperatures of 98 
to 103 likely, with temperatures locally 103 to 108 are possible. Overnight low 
temperatures mostly 65 to 70 degrees, but few spots such as the Columbia River 
Gorge and the Portland-Vancouver metro area may only cool down to around 75 
degrees Saturday and Sunday nights. Extreme heat will significantly increase the 
potential for heat related illnesses, particularly for those working or participating in 
outdoor activities. The high daytime temperatures, combined with warm overnight 
lows, will result in high heat risk and heat-related stress. Daily high temperature 
records will likely be broken. There is a chance to break the all-time June high 
temperature records for a few locations. Be prepared to drink plenty of fluids, stay 
in an air-conditioned room, stay out of the sun, and check up on relatives and 
neighbors. Young children and pets should never be left unattended in vehicles 
under any circumstances. This is especially true during warm or hot weather 
when car interiors can reach lethal temperatures in a matter of minutes. ; Alarmed 
by the forecast of high temperatures and fast-rising wildfire conditions, members 
of the Lane County Board of Commissioners yesterday declared a local 
emergency for extreme drought conditions. It is the first time the panel has made 
that declaration since 2015. The extreme drought emergency is expected to 
remain in effect through the summer. Lane County Emergency Manager Patence 
Winningham said yesterday that the county already is experiencing a mix of 
extreme drought in the Cascade Foothills and severe drought nearly everywhere 
else. Winningham says the declaration will allow officials to use additional tools 
and resources when assisting and working with water rights users such as 
farmers and other agricultural users, along with businesses that might be affected 
by surface water rights. With the vote, officials also are asking the state to make a 
similar declaration for Lane County. Many other parts of Oregon already are 



experiencing an extreme drought emergency, including counties east of the 
mountains and much of Southern Oregon. The Oregon Water Resources 
Department maintains a drought website that provides the status of current water 
conditions and state drought declarations, as well as information on what you can 
do to use water wisely. ; A reminder that there is a ban on fireworks this year 
across all of Eugene’s South Hills, including areas south of 18th Avenue and east 
of Agate Street. That stretches from West Eugene’s Churchill neighborhoods to 
all of South Eugene, and the Laurel Hill Valley in southeast Eugene. Also, Oregon 
law prohibits the possession, use, or sale of any firework that flies into the air, 
explodes, or travels more than 12 feet horizontally on the ground without a permit 
issued by the Office of the State Fire Marshal. Fireworks such as bottle rockets, 
Roman candles, and firecrackers are illegal in Oregon without a permit. Officials 
may seize illegal fireworks and charge offenders with a class B misdemeanor, 
which could result in a fine of up to $2,500 per. Those who misuse fireworks or 
allow fireworks to cause damage are liable and may be required to pay fire 
suppression costs or other damage. Parents are also liable for fireworks damage 
caused by their children. ; Planning to visit public lands and parks over the July 4 
holiday weekend? Leave all fireworks at home. The use of fireworks is prohibited 
in national parks; in national, state, and private forests; on Bureau of Land 
Management lands; on U.S. Fish and Wildlife properties; on state beaches; in 
state parks; and in state campgrounds. ; Lane County Parks, the Lane Fire 
Authority and the Lane County Sheriff’s Office are urging you to be extremely 
cautious when celebrating the Fourth of July this year. And leave the fireworks at 
home if plans include parks along Fern Ridge Reservoir. Orchard Point and 
Richardson Parks traditionally attract large crowds of people to celebrate the 
Fourth of July. There is no fireworks show over the reservoir this year. And 
officials are concerned visitors might bring and light their own pyrotechnics, 
sparking a fire. Lane County Park Rangers and volunteers from the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Mounted Posse say they will be -hand at Orchard Point and Richardson 
Parks over the holiday to remind people of the restrictions and help keep 
everyone safe. Lieutenant Tressa Miller with Lane Fire Authority reminds you to 
be safe if you’re planning to use fireworks at home. Not only is there the risk of 
wildfire, but of injury: Even sparklers burn at about 2,000 degrees. Fireworks 
safety tips: Never try to re-light or pick up fireworks that have not ignited fully. 
Never point or throw fireworks at another person. Keep a bucket of water or a 
garden hose handy in case of fire. Never shoot fireworks off in metal or glass 
containers. Submerge the spent device in a bucket of water for several minutes to 
prevent a trash fire. And remember: Fireworks are not allowed in any Lane 
County-owned or maintained park, including Armitage Park, Harbor Vista 
Campground, Orchard Point Park and Richardson Park. People found to be using 
fireworks in Lane County Parks may be removed. Park gates will close at 9:00 
p.m. for day-use areas. ; Keep employees, co-workers, and yourself safe during 
the heatwave and the rest of the summer season. Officials with SAIF, Oregon’s 
not-for-profit worker’s compensation insurance company, remind you to take 
steps now to keep everyone at the jobsite cool and prevent summer-related 
injuries and illnesses. Heat stress prevention: Water, shade, and rest are key. 
Use a buddy system to monitor workers for signs of heat exhaustion and heat 
stroke. Protect your skin: Oregon’s cloudy skies won’t prevent skin cancer. 
Workers should break out the sunscreen (at least SPF 30) every two hours and 



wear protective clothing and eyewear. Hydration is your body’s best defense: 
Make sure clean water is available, and consider providing water bottles, 
occasional drinks with electrolytes, or even adding a cooler room with portable 
fogger fans. Don’t put off wildfire preparation: Make evacuation plans, stock 
masks and filters, and monitor air quality. / RECREATION: Off-road and ATV 
riders are converging this week, today through Sunday, at Boxcar Hill in the 
Oregon Dunes, just north of the Highway 101 bridge into North Bend and Coos 
Bay. The four-day “UTV Takeover” features commercial booths, races, and other 
events. / SPORTS: – Eugene Ems: The Eugene Emeralds are on a seven-game 
winning streak after defeating the Vancouver Canadians last night, 4-3. The two 
teams face off again this evening. First pitch is at 7:05 p.m. at Eugene’s P.K. 
Park. ; This is another “rest day” for competitors at the U.S. Olympic Track and 
Field Trials at Hayward Field. As was the case yesterday, many spectators are 
spending their free time visiting some of our popular spots, from the Oregon 
Coast to the Cascades, including local rivers and hiking trails. Others are staying 
in town, including shopping and dining. / LOW-INCOME, HOUSING, HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT: With the Oregon and federal eviction moratoriums set to expire 
at the end of this month, state lawmakers have approved adding a safety net for 
struggling tenants to pause some evictions. Under the "Safe Harbor" amendment 
on Senate Bill 278, tenants who are unable to pay their July or August rent would 
not be evicted for 60 days. But they first would need to provide proof to their 
landlord that they have applied for rental assistance through Oregon Housing and 
Community Services. The bill is headed to Governor Kate Brown for her 
signature. The fund is offering hundreds of millions of dollars in federal rent 
assistance. State officials said earlier this week that more than 10,800 
households have completed applications for rent assistance. But many others are 
awaiting approval and officials say they won’t be able to clear the backlog before 
next Wednesday, when the moratorium expires. That prompted lawmakers to 
approve the “safe harbor” protection for those who can show proof that they’ve 
applied for state renter relief. Oregon’s eviction moratorium went into effect in 
April of last year. Lawmakers have extended the “grace period” for past-due rent 
through February of next year. But with the moratorium ending, renters must pay 
July’s rent on time. That’s led to concerns that the state might experience a wave 
of evictions. / CRIME: They know he somehow got from Noti to Springfield, but 
they’re not sure how. Oregon State Police are requesting your assistance in 
connection with Friday's (June 18) Coos County triple-homicide investigation. 
They say the suspect, Oen Nicholson, used a stolen pick-up truck to travel from 
the North Bend area to Hwy 126 near Noti. The vehicle he was driving was found 
crashed and burned. It is believed Nicholson then obtained a ride from someone 
to Springfield's Gateway area. That is where he abducted a woman who was in 
her vehicle on her lunch break and forced her to drive him to Wisconsin, where he 
turned himself in. Oregon State Police investigators are requesting anyone with 
information or who might have given Nicholson a ride from Noti to Springfield to 
contact them.  Call 1-800-442-0776 or at *OSP and leave information regarding 
OSP Case # SP21-168713. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health officials say 
they were notified of 20 new COVID-19 infections yesterday. Eighty-nine 
residents remain infectious. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 267 
new COVID-19 cases and one death. More than 33.5 million Americans have 
tested positive for the virus during the past 16 months and 602,000 have died. ; 



Looking for a COVID-19 vaccination? There are several Lane County Public 
Health pop-up sites operating today. Each site offers free doses of your choice of 
the two-dose Pfizer or single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The sites include: 
The downtown branch of the Eugene Public Library from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Springfield Public Library from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Eugene Parks’ Echo Hollow 
Pool and Fitness Center, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. West Eugene’s Churchill 
High School from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. ; Polk County yesterday reached a 65 
percent vaccination rate for adults ages 16 and older. That means the county in 
the mid-Willamette Valley, which includes the cities of Monmouth, Dallas, and 
Independence, is moving to permanent Low-Risk status immediately. Lane, 
Benton, Coos, and Lincoln counties are at permanent Low-Risk after qualifying 
during the spring. But Douglas and Linn counties will remain at High-Risk for at 
least another week, as they continue to deal with too many new COVID-19 cases 
and remain short of the needed adult vaccination rate. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: 
Summer term begins today at the University of Oregon. Instruction is primarily 
remote and online, with some in-person classes. The Eugene campus is open to 
students, employees and guests related to official business. Campus tours for 
prospective students have resumed. Free COVID-19 testing continues to be 
offered by the University of Oregon to all asymptomatic U-of-O employees, 
students, and Lane County community members at the Matt Knight Arena. See 
the U-of-O’s testing page at https://coronavirus.uoregon.edu/map-testing to sign 
up, book your time slot, and learn more. Registration is encouraged but there is 
room for some walk-ups. /  

 
 


