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Each quarter, on January 10, April 10, July 10 & October 10, we place in our 
public inspection file a list of what are considered to be the most significant 
Problems, Needs and Issues of the Springfield-Eugene, Oregon, community. 
 
Along with this list are the programs that were aired to deal with these problems, 
needs and issues. 
 

ASCERTAINMENT METHODS 
 

To ascertain these problems, needs and issues, McKenzie River Broadcasting 
Co., Inc., employs a Public Affairs Director who, within the natural course of news 
gathering, is made aware of problems, needs and issues in the community. The 
views of citizens of the community and civic leaders regarding community 
problems, needs and issues are also ascertained during meetings and 
interviews. Problems, needs and issues are also ascertained during interaction 
with members of the public. 

 
PROGRAMMING 

 
To air information about these problems, needs and issues, McKenzie River 
Broadcasting Co., Inc., relies on the following methods: 
 

1. Bona Fide Newscasts: These include news stories and segments that 
target these problems, needs and issues. 

 
2. Community Forum: This is a 15-30 minute weekly program that offers 

in-depth examinations of community problems, needs and issues. 



McKENZIE RIVER BROADCASTING 3Q, 2020, ISSUES LIST: 
KKNU-FM / KMGE-FM / KEUG-FM 

 
Quarter July 1 through September 30, 2020 
 *Note: Major breaking news stories during the quarter that fall under these categories 

will be added as is appropriate and reflected in daily news and public service postings 
1-
ti
e 

DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, WEATHER,  AGRICULTURE, WILDLIFE, 
FISHERIES, RECREATION: McKenzie wildfire and other fires; Disaster 
preparedness; Air quality; Climate change, COVID-19; Snowpack, drought; Legislative 
“cap & trade” debate; Agriculture, Horticulture, Sustainable landscaping; Earthquake, 
“Climate Kids” lawsuit; Cannabis & hemp; Pollinators; Pesticides, herbicides; Cougar, 
wolves; Ocean health, Fisheries; Forest, wildlife, habitat; Power generation; Alternate 
energy; Hazardous materials.  

1-
ti
e 

HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH: COVID-19; Mental health; Opioid epidemic, drug 
abuse; Legal cannabis products; Oregon Health Plan (Medicaid) and CCOs, ACA battles; 
Prescription drug prices; Obesity, diabetes & healthy eating; Food and product recalls; 
Legal battles over abortion and reproduction; Women’s health; Flu, STDs; Measles, 
other outbreaks, debate over vaccines; Immunizations; Environmental health, wildfire 
smoke, overall air quality; Safe water; Assisted suicide. 

3 RACIAL JUSTICE, RACISM, BLACKS, LATINX, NATIVE AMERICANS, 
IMMIGRATION, CIVIL RIGHTS, CIVIL LIBERTIES, HUMAN RIGHTS, 
DISABILITIES, LEGAL, COMMUNITY, FAMILY, YOUTH, ELDERS, 
RELIGION, WOMEN, SEXUAL HARASSMENT: Racial equality and 
administration of justice; Civil rights, Civil liberties; COVID-19; Older adults; Families 
and children; Youth programs & protection; Domestic-sexual violence; Immigration-
DACA, LatinX community; LGBTQ; Fair housing; Privacy, cybersecurity; Religion, 
churches; Community and charitable events; Older adults; Pets, animal rights. 

4 CRIME, SAFETY, POLICING, LAW ENFORCEMENT, ILLEGAL DRUGS: 
Police funding and policing guidelines; Community enforcement, social service funding 
shift; protests, rioting; COVID-19; Drug & alcohol abuse, treatment; Mental health; 
Traffic safety; Human trafficking; Youth protection; School safety; Child abuse; Gangs; 
Cybersecurity; Severe weather, storms, natural disasters; Terrorism. 

5 SCHOOLS, EDUCATION: COVID-19 & post-wildfire home learning; Local-state 
budgets for higher ed, community colleges, K-12 education; College affordability; 
Curriculum, academic standards; Student honors; Student activism; Teacher contracts; 
New schools; Knight Science Complex. 

6 ECONOMY, BUSINESS, GROWTH, DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING, UTILITIES, 
COLLEGE & PRO SPORTS, EVENTS: COVID-19; Unemployment, workforce 
training; Rioting; Economy; Economic, downtown development, urban renewal, urban 
density; Affordable housing; UO-OSU Athletics teams, funding; Sports events; Hayward 



Field & UO Science construction; rebuild, Civic Park;Rural development, urban growth 
boundary; Road improvements; Local tech; Personal finance; Consumer prices; Legal 
cannabis; Immigration economics; Retirement concerns; County courthouse, city hall; 
Agriculture and farms; Technology; Energy prices, development; Cybersecurity and 
breaches. 

7 SOCIAL SERVICES, LOW-INCOME, HOMELESSNESS: Wildfire housing; 
COVID-19; Debate over police funding shifts to social services; Affordable housing; 
Homeless veterans, individuals, families, youth; Homeless “rest stops”; “The Working 
Poor”; Minimum wage and living wages; Community agencies; Mental health; Older 
adults: Protection, health, housing, finances /  

8 POLITICS, ELECTIONS, GOVERNMENT: COVID-19; Special legislative session 
& emergency funding; Federal stimulus, state and local programs; Racial justice & 
policing; School funding; Elections; Timber Unity, climate change bills; Trump 
administration, Congress, Federal and state courts; Immigration and border; Health care; 
Women; Offshore drilling, pipelines, oil trains, other environmental matters; Gun 
control, mass shootings, school violence; Mental health treatment; Marijuana and 
cannabis enforcement; Opioid epidemic; Low-income, affordable housing; 
Cybersecurity, data breaches /  

9 TRANSPORTATION: COVID-19; Infrastructure needs and projects, I-105, Franklin 
Blvd., Local repaving; Road and gas fees and taxes; Pedestrian, biker, rider safety; 
Hiking-biking trails; Airlines; Eugene’s airport; Lane Transit District; Hybrid, electric 
vehicles; Airline disruptions; Boeing 737 investigations; Spring-summer travel; Rail 
safety. 

1
0 

MILITARY, VETERANS, WAR ON TERRORISM: COVID-19; Veterans, jobs, 
mental health (PTSD, suicide, etc.) and homelessness; Military families; Homeland and 
local security; Balancing terrorism with civil rights; National Guard deployments; 
Oregonians in the military; hacking and privacy. 

The 3rd Quarter, 2020, Issues List was formulated at a public meeting on Wed., July. 8, 
2020, by Tracy Berry - KKNU-FM, Mary Reilly - KMGE-FM, and from previous 
quarters’ ascertainments, conversations, phone calls, and emails with listeners. Updated 
Wed., Sept. 9, 2020. 



A Note About This Quarter’s Top Issues 

It is difficult to grasp the magnitude and scope of this year’s top issues. 

We started 2020 with the pandemic arriving in Lane County. It became the 
dominant issue in our First Quarter filings as the most significant public health 
crisis of our lifetimes. We focused on education, public health, public safety, and 
assessed local needs and resources. 

Our Second Quarter postings reflected expanded concerns as the pandemic 
widened and our region struggled under the economic closures and 
unemployment driven by the rapid rise in infections and the evolving 
understanding of the virus itself. Added to that was a new major issue: The 
generational debate over racial equity and the administration of justice, coupled 
with protests, counterprotests, a handful of riots and local curfews, public 
discussions of government spending, policing, mental health treatment, and 
more. 

The Third Quarter of 2020 opened with both these issues still at the forefront of 
our coverage. But on Labor Day, they were joined by a staggering local disaster 
as an unusually strong weather event packing hot, dry east winds helped spark a 
series of wildfires. They included the Holiday Farm Fire, which swept down the 
scenic McKenzie River Valley causing devastation for close to 13 miles. It forced 
thousands to evacuate and sent our air quality indexes to dangerously unhealthy 
levels, choking much of Western Oregon with thick smoke for close to two 
weeks. 

Hundreds of homes were destroyed. The burn zone includes ten miles of some 
of the most iconic stretches of the McKenzie River that are a mainstay for local 
tourism and economic activity. A string of once picturesque communities lies in 
ruins. Residents and neighbors are struggling to rebuild. 

Our McKenzie River Broadcasting stations were already maintaining expanded 
coverage of the public health emergency with a focus on economic recovery, as 
well as the growing debate over racial equity and the administration of justice at 
levels far beyond the scope of our weekly public affairs programming and daily 
newscasts. We did the same with the Holiday Farm Fire, sharing critical 
information around the clock both on-air and on social media. We directed people 
to essential resources, helped coordinate and share details on charitable events, 
and answered hundreds of telephone calls and emails from listeners. 



The recovery continues. So, too, does the pandemic and the debate over racial 
equity. Our commitment to our communities remains strong and we remain a 
leader among local broadcast organizations in serving our listeners during these 
extraordinary times. 

Tracy Berry 
Public Affairs Director, McKenzie River Broadcasting 

 

---0--- 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Health, Community, Low-Income, Youth, Family 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 07/05/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Jessica Ubel 
Title: Development Manager 
Organization: Heartfelt House-Ronald McDonald House Charities 
City and State: Springfield, Oregon 
Email address: Jessica.ubel@rmhcoregon.org 
Phone number: 458-221-1362 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
It can be overwhelming for families who have an infant, child, or teen who needs 
extended medical care at a hospital. The challenge increases if families live out 
of town and face the prospect of driving back and forth to be with their child and 
help coordinate their care. But that’s where the Ronald McDonald House comes 
in. 
 
Oregon’s newest Ronald McDonald House opened last fall in Springfield—
adjacent to PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend. It takes up 
one wing of PeaceHealth’s Heartfelt House Guest House, offering free lodging 
and other assistance for families who’ve been referred to the program and whose 
youngsters and teens are receiving specialized medical care at either 
PeaceHealth’s RiverBend or University District Medical Centers. 
 
But it’s been it’s been an interesting nine months since the Ronald McDonald 
House opened in Eugene-Springfield. The pandemic has prompted managers to 
get creative in how they provide services and how they work with the donors and 
community groups that provide essential support. For a time, they used open 
rooms to house first responders who needed to isolate because of their work with 
COVID-19 patients. 



This morning on Community Forum, we chat with Jessica Ubel, the Development 
Manager of the Ronald McDonald House and Heartfelt House of Eugene-
Springfield. She starts by talking about the unique arrangement that helped 
create two different guest houses under a single roof, how they need assistance 
during the pandemic that is different from the usual in-person support, and about 
the efforts that lie ahead. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Economy, Health, Events, Community, Sports, Environment, 
Transportation 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 07/12/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Andy Vobora 
Title: Executive Director 
Organization: Travel Lane County / Eugene Cascades & Coast 
City and State: Eugene-Springfield, Oregon 
Email address: andy@eugenecascadescoast.org 
Phone number: 541-484-5307 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
Event planning during a pandemic? Promoting tourism when people are 
supposed to stay close to home? Some interesting challenges for planners with 
Travel Lane County / Eugene, Cascades & Coast. Andy Vobora chats with us 
about how the pandemic is affecting local travel, from the cancellation and 
postponement of major events to the dwindling revenues for small businesses 
from restaurants to fishing guides. 
 
There are more than 11,000 travel and tourism-related jobs in Lane County. Or 
were, before mid-March. Vobora talks about how local governments, chambers 
of commerce, businesses and individuals are working to retool the sector for the 
year ahead while keeping people safe. He says the focus, once targeting people 
outside the area, now increasingly promotes to locals to spend money on day 
trips and other experiences. The organization offers a wide range of maps, tour 
routes and a staff eager to provide suggestions on activities and sightseeing and 
themed experiences. 
 
At the same time, Vobora says local travel and tourism officials know things will 
rebound. We also talk about the need to increase local hotel-motel capacity and 



expand conference and convention facilities. We also discuss smaller events that 
have significant economic impacts, from regional volleyball and other 
tournaments to seasonal events, which are beginning to resume action with 
coronavirus precautions in place. 



 

KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Economy, Health, Community, Low-Income 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 07/19/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Austin Ramirez 
Title: Executive Director 
Organization: Community and Economic Development of Lane County 
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
Email address: austin.ramirez@lanecountyor.gov 
Phone number: 541-682-4009 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
As the pandemic arrived in Oregon and businesses began closing in mid-March, 
not a lot of people were thinking about economic development. But those who did 
knew it would be a joint effort across Lane County involving governments, 
business groups, and others. 

Just this past week, there was another effort to help small businesses. Austin 
Ramirez, the Community and Economic Development Manager for Lane County, 
talks about that and other initiatives. Lane County and Community Lending 
Works, in partnership with the Cities of Coburg, Cottage Grove, Creswell, 
Eugene, Florence, Lowell, Springfield, and Veneta, have been awarded 
$225,000 from Business Oregon to be provided as grants to eligible businesses. 
The Cities of Lowell, Cottage Grove, Creswell, Florence, and Veneta have 
contributed approximately $60,000 in addition, making almost $285,000 
available. 

These grants will range from $2,500 to $25,000, based on a formula from the 
State that accounts for employment size and COVID related impacts. Eligible 
businesses include those with 25 or fewer employees (including sole proprietors 



and business owners with ITINs), and only those that have been unable to 
receive federal CARES Act funding, including the Small Business 
Administration's Paycheck Protection Program, Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
Emergency Advance program, or other federal programs for emergency 
pandemic funding to date. Businesses must use the proceeds for any business-
related operating expenses. 

Ramirez also discusses long-term needs, and how the pandemic and related 
economic shutdowns have disproportionately affected smaller, rural 
communities, minority communities, and people of color. He says additional 
efforts are underway support those communities and groups to avoid decades of 
economic and social disruption. 

One key area he says the pandemic has highlighted: The need for high-speed 
internet throughout Lane County, whether for workers, business owners, 
students, or families. 



 

KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Economy, Health, Agriculture, Family, Education 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 07/26/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Nellie Oehler 
Title: Master Food Preserver Coordinator and Co-Founder 
Organization: Oregon State University Extension Service – Lane County 
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
Email address: nellie.oehler@oregonstate.edu 
Phone number: 541-868-6897 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
You’ve grown the food. Now preserve it safely so you can enjoy it later. This 
morning, we sit down with Nellie Oehler from the Oregon State University 
Extension Service’s Master Food Preserver program. The extension’s website 
contains a wealth of information. 

For four months, many Lane County residents have been baking bread and 
planting gardens. But now they’re moving into the food preservation stage. 
Oehler offers tips on canning equipment and techniques, as well as a few 
warnings. And she promotes the Master Food Preservers’ food safety hotline. It 
can answer gardeners and preservers questions during the peak summer and 
autumn season. Most commonly, hotline callers ask about preserving salsa, 
tomatoes, and tuna. OSU Extension offers publications on Salsa Recipes for 
Canning, Canning Seafood, Canning Tomatoes and Tomato Products and Safely 
Canning Foods: Pressure Canners, Pressure Cookers and Electric Pressure 
Cookers, including some in Spanish. 

Extension’s Ask an Expert, an online question-and-answer service, is another 
way to get information. Post a question and an expert will get back to you within 



48 hours. They can offer information about anything related to food preservation 
from safety concerns to recipes. There’s a free app – Canning Timer & 
Checklist – that provides reminders of essential steps in the canning process. 
Many Extension offices offer free pressure gauge testing. The hotline volunteers 
can provide you with information. 



 

KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Health, Transportation, Safety 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 08/02/20 and 08/09/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Catherine Kroll 
Title: Director of Infection Prevention  
Organization: PeaceHealth 
City and State: Vancouver, Washington (oversees Springfield-Eugene 
facilities)0078 
Email address: via SBuriMcDonald@peacehealth.org 
Phone number: 541-520-8219 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
It’s the peak summer travel season and amid the pandemic there’s a lot of pent-
up travel demand. But while everyone wants to get out and see friends and 
family or take a traditional sightseeing vacation, it comes with risk. Catherine 
Kroll, the Director of Infection Prevention for the PeaceHealth medical system. 
She has thoughts on safe travel. 

She’s not telling you not to go, but she is suggesting you understand the risks 
and think about whether the trip can be postponed. If not, you need to pack for 
protection: Face masks, disinfecting wipes, sanitizer. She urges you to think 
about the best mode of travel and you and others in your travel party. You need 
to plan your stops and how to minimize interactions. And think about places 
where there is the highest risk of infection, including in gas station convenience 
stores and pumps, bars, restaurants, grocery stores, even the homes of friends 
and family. 

And since not everyone in a travel party might have the same ideas about safety, 
you need to have that discussion, too. You also need a plan should you or 



someone in your travel party fall ill or someone you’re visiting falls ill. Think about 
how you’d isolate, work remotely, whether your insurance covers you when 
you’re out of area, whether you need a supplemental policy. She offers these tips 
and more. And Kroll says consider a “staycation” instead. 



 

KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Health, Low-Income, Housing, Community, Development, Safety 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 08/16/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Amanda Dellinger 
Title: Community Relations Director  
Organization: SquareOne Villages 
City and State: Lane County, Oregon 
Email address: amanda@squareonevillages.org 
Phone number: 541-525-0501 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
Two weeks from today, on Sunday, August 30th, local non-profit SquareOne 
Villages holds its annual fundraiser. In a normal year, that would feature a 
gathering of supporters to enjoy the Spanish rice dish, paella, while making 
donations and bidding on silent and live auction items. This, of course, is no 
ordinary year. 

But the SquareOne Villages’ mission—to provide transitional and affordable 
housing as well as housing stability through a series of “tiny house” 
developments—remains the same. This morning on Community Forum, we learn 
more about the organization and its efforts—and about the paella fundraiser, 
which is taking place virtually this year. Amanda Dellinger with SquareOne 
Villages tells us about the non-profit organization that creates communities of 
cost-effective tiny homes for people in need of housing. 

The organization uses creative financing to build these developments and 
residents share management duties and build equity over time. SquareOne 
purchases the land and finances creation of the tiny homes. The land remains in 



SquareOne ownership but the residents are able to convert their equity stake in 
their housing should they ever wish to move. 

Each village has a different financial model and attracts different types of 
residents, from those looking to move from transitional to permanent housing to 
veterans. Since its founding in 2012, SquareOne Villages has developed three 
villages in Lane County. More are in the works and SquareOne also offers 
consulting expertise. 



 

KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Health, Mental Health, Community, Safety 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 08/23/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Roger Brubaker 
Title: Suicide Prevention & Mental Health Promotion Coordinator / Senior 
Community Health Analyst 
Organization: Lane County Public Health 
City and State: Lane County, Oregon 
Email address: Roger.Brubaker@co.lane.or.us 
Phone number: 541-682-8731 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
If you are feeling stressed during the pandemic you should know such feelings 
are normal and you are not alone. Roger Brubaker is Lane County Public 
Health’s Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Promotion Coordinator and our 
guest this morning. He says trauma and distress are public health issues and 
they are big issues during the pandemic. Brubaker says deeply disturbing events 
overwhelm our ability to cope and can cause feelings of helplessness and 
diminish our sense of self. Some say it all feels like “too much, too fast.” You 
might feel sadness, anger, denial, numbness, panic, hopelessness or even a loss 
of control. Perhaps you have had nightmares, insomnia, and difficulty in your 
relationships. Trauma also causes physical symptoms such as nausea, a feeling 
of “brain fog,” headaches or stomach complaints. Brubaker’s message: “I really 
just want to tell everybody that it's okay if you have this. Many of us have never 
encountered anything this difficult in our lives. We are experiencing new feelings 
or an emotional intensity that we never felt before. This is not a sign of 
weakness. These are simply signs of being human and that we are living in 
extraordinary times. We are grieving for what has been lost and anxious about 
the future.” Brubaker says the lack of certainty can feel absolutely maddening 



and overwhelming because we lack control over so much right now. He says 
when we feel helpless, it is normal to find try to find ways to re-establish a sense 
of control. 

If you have a project or an activity that makes you feel better, that's great. Keep it 
up. But do not place another burden on yourself to accomplish something you do 
not actually have to accomplish right now. You do not have to do all the things 
you said you would before the pandemic. You do not have to find meaning in this 
experience right now. All you need to do is keep yourself and your loved ones 
and the community safe. That IS within the scope of your control and it makes a 
difference. Brubaker adds it is important to socially connect despite our physical 
isolation. We are social animals. Human-to-human connection is critical to our 
health. Lane County Mental Health experts encourage you to connect with the 
people you care about through a phone call, video chat, email, text, even an old-
fashioned card or letter. It can be as simple as saying to someone, “I need 
someone to talk to. Can you help me?” Even more importantly, reach out to 
those you might be concerned about who are not reaching out themselves. It can 
be as simple as asking someone, “How are you holding up? What can I do to 
support you today?” Roger Brubaker says people with an existing mental health 
or addiction problem might be particularly impacted and we need to be sensitive 
to their needs. If you or someone you are concerned about needs clinical 
behavioral health care services, make sure they know that tele-mental health 
services are effective and available through variety of Behavioral Healthcare 
Providers. Most providers are accepting patients and offer remote services, 
meaning that you can participate in mental health counseling from home using 
your computer or phone. Brubaker says he is doing that himself, adding that the 
transition to video consultations took some getting used to but he is more 
comfortable with it now and it is really helping him get through the week. He also 
suggests: Maintaining a schedule. Routines provide a basic level of certainty in 
uncertain times and can help keep is calm and regulated. Make sure you are 
getting your normal hours of sleep if not more sleep in your schedule, to allow 
yourself time to recuperate. Express your feelings by exercising and moving your 
body if you are able. The mind and the body are linked. A healthy mind supports 
a healthy body and vice versa. Practice “intentional breathing.” Just concentrate 
on your breath and how it feels to breathe. No need for anything more radical 
than that. Try to limit your screen time. Sure, checking with the news a couple 
times a day if you feel the need. But try not to keep it on all the time. Many 
people may increase their drug or alcohol use during this time. Try to limit this 
increase. If you feel like it is getting out of hand, connect with an addictions 
treatment provider who can provide tele-mental health services. Or join a virtual 
support group. Brubaker says Lane County has an incredible tradition of 



addiction support groups and many have of them have already transitioned 
online. He says many people find it helpful to express gratitude for the things 
they have in their lives. Thank healthcare, grocery, and other essential workers. 
Focus on the good in the world, from people donating to local organizations to 
adults and kids leaving inspirational chalk messages on driveways and 
sidewalks.  



 

KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Transportation, Safety, Recreation 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 08/30/20 and 09/06/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Aria Minu-Sepehr 
Title: Executive Director 
Organization: Team Oregon Motorcycle Safety 
City and State: Corvallis, Oregon (locations in Lane County and across Oregon) 
Email address: Aria.Minu-Sepehr@oregonstate.edu 
Phone number: 541-737-0004 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
The weather has been great this summer and that’s good news for everyone 
staying close to home during the pandemic. A lot of people are dusting off or 
buying motorcycles. But safety is an issue: The number of fatal crashes involving 
motorcycles has climbed this summer. 
 
What’s fueling that? A mix of rider inattention and inexperience, according to Aria 
Minu-Sepehr with Team Oregon. Team Oregon is the state’s motorcycle safety 
program. If you want a motorcycle endorsement on your license, this is how you 
get it. We learn about the various levels of training, from beginning skills, to 
working on things like curves and stops, to advanced courses. And we hear 
about the contributing factors in crashes, including riders who are not paying 
attention to the road and vehicles ahead of them, those who run off turns, 
crashes involving group riding, and crashes where drug or alcohol use is a factor. 
 
New studies find many of the fatal crashes involve people who received their 
endorsement in other states and never went through the Team Oregon program. 
Minu-Sepehr suggests taking the class now. And for those who completed a 



Team Oregon class, he suggests returning every few years to brush up your 
skills and refine your technique. 
 
Finally, he notes that motorcycle riding provides its own form of physical 
distancing during the pandemic, accompanied by great scenery. He says many 
riders now pack food and light camping gear in order to spend an entire weekend 
enjoying Oregon without encountering others. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Disaster, Environment, Community, Safety, Housing, Health, Low-
Income, Transportation, Recreation 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 09/13/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Tracy Berry 
Title: Public Affairs Director 
Organization: McKenzie River Broadcasting 
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
Email address: tracy@kknu.com 
Phone number: 541-686-9123 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
On Labor Day night, catastrophic wildfires fueled by an unusual wind event swept 
west down river canyons in the Cascade Range, devastating parts of the 
McKenzie River Valley, North Umpqua drainage, and Santiam River Canyon. 
The blazes destroyed thousands of homes, commercial buildings, and other 
structures and left thousands homeless. In this special edition of Community 
Forum, our focus is on the Holiday Farm Fire burning in the McKenzie Valley. 
There is no guest. Rather, we share critical information for evacuees and others. 
We begin with updates on resources from Lane County government and incident 
commanders with the Holiday Farm Fire. What follows are highlights from the 
program: 

LANE COUNTY’S LEVEL 3 GO NOW EVACUATION NOTICES (unchanged 
since Wed., Sept. 9): 

 LEVEL 3 GO NOW Evacuation notice has been issued for everyone from 
Walterville Elementary east to the McKenzie Ranger Station, including all 
roads to the north and south of the highway. 



 LEVEL 3 GO NOW Evacuation notice has been issued for Upper Camp 
Creek Road and residents past Wendling Road on either side of Marcola 
Road. 

 LEVEL 3 GO NOW Evacuation notice has been issued for the Mohawk 
Valley north of the McKenzie River and east of Marcola Road, including 
Upper Camp Creek and Camp Creek roads. 

 LEVEL 3 GO NOW Evacuation notice has been issued for the Mohawk 
Valley north of Marcola Road and Hill Road. 

 LEVEL 3 GO NOW Evacuation notice has been issued for all residents 
from Walterville Elementary School (Highway 126 milepost 15.25) to the 
intersection of Thurston Road and Highway 126. 

LEVEL 3 means leave immediately! Do NOT take time to gather things. GO 
NOW! DO NOT delay leaving your property to gather any belongings or make 
efforts to protect your home. If you choose to ignore this notice, public safety 
personnel may not be available to assist you further. 

AVOID THE AREA - YOU MAY NOT RETURN TO LEVEL 3 EVACUATION 
AREAS 

Areas under a Level 3 Evacuation Notice, including the roads within those areas, 
are closed to the public. 

 Any rumors you hear or see on social media that people may return to the 
LEVEL 3 areas to check on homes or look for animals are INCORRECT. 

 The closures protect the safety of everyone. If you return to those areas 
you place yourself at risk from fire, falling trees, downed power lines, 
debris, landslides, and the other safety issues caused by wildfire. 

 Unauthorized people also cause delays in firefighting activity if they are in 
the way of firefighting equipment or if fire personnel end up needed to 
assist those unauthorized people. 

 If you are part of an organized volunteer group for a community agency or 
organization, wait to be deployed through the appropriate channels for 
your own safety and to ensure you do not interfere with the fire response. 



 Information about the current evacuation levels, including a searchable 
database of affected addresses, may be found at 
www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire 

LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for residents from the 
McKenzie Ranger Station to the Santiam Junction (the junction of Oregon 
Highway 126 and U.S. Highway 20). 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for residents on either side of 
Marcola Road from the intersection with Old Mohawk Road and including 
Hill Road north to the community of Mohawk. 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET indicates there is significant danger to your area and 
residents should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with 
family/friends outside of the affected area. Be ready to evacuate at a 
moment's notice. 

LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for all residents from 
Highway 126 to Bob Straub Parkway to Jasper Road east to Thurston 
Road where it intersects with Highway 126 north to the McKenzie River. 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for the Fall Creek, Winberry, 
and Lowell areas north from Hills Creek to Signal Point Boat Ramp. 

LEVEL 1 means be aware of the danger that exists in your area and prepare for 
possible evacuation. 

FOLLOW THE EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 If you are under an evacuation notice, please comply with requests made 
for Level 1 (Be Ready), Level 2 (Be Set) and Level 3 (Go Now). 

ARE YOU AFFECTED?: 

Wondering if your residence/business is in an evacuation zone? A search tool 
from Lane County Government allows you to enter your address and find out. Go 
to lanecounty.org/mckenziefire and click on the link near the top of the page to 
enter your address. Be patient. There might be high volume and slower results 
on the webpage for the next few days. 



EVACUATION POINT AND SHELTER INFORMATION: 

 The Evacuation Point remains Springfield High School’s Silke Field (908 N 
10th Avenue, Springfield). 

 The Cottage Grove Masonic Hall (33322 Row River Road) also is open for 
those who have been evacuated. They have space for additional 
recreational vehicles. There are restrooms, showers, and a laundry facility. 
Please call Eston at 541-968-3829 before arriving to confirm space 
availability. 

 For those who evacuated to the east over the mountains, the Evacuation 
Point is the Deschutes County Fairgrounds in Redmond (3800 SE Airport 
Way, Redmond). 

LANE COUNTY’S NON-EMERGENCY CALL CENTER: 

 Residents who are affected by the Holiday Farm Fire (McKenzie Fire) who 
have questions inquiries may call Lane County’s non-emergency call 
center between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. The number is at 
541-682-3977. After-hours calls will be transferred to the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office non-emergency phone line. 

SAFE AND WELL CHECK IN: 

 Are you affected by the McKenzie Fire? The American Red Cross's Safe 
and Well website to let family and friends know your status and location. 
The American Red Cross Safe and Well website is a way for people 
affected by a disaster to enter information regarding their welfare so family 
and friends can check their status. Family and friends may search using 
your information to see your update. The Red Cross cannot verify the 
information and is not responsible for any inaccuracies. Learn more at 
https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/index.php  

OTHER ASSISTANCE: 

 Members of the Springfield Moose Lodge are offering a place where 
evacuees may park vehicles, get a hot meal, and come indoors to get 
away from the smoke. Call 541-746-3321 for more information. 

PET AND LARGE ANIMAL RESOURCES: 



 The Lane County Events Center (796 W. 13th, Eugene) has space 
livestock, including horses, and numerous goats, chickens, and ducks. 
Contact the Lane Events Center at 541-221-8405 before arriving to 
confirm space availability. 

 Lane County Animals in Disaster is deploying to the Greenhill Humane 
Society (88530 Green Hill Road, Eugene) to help serve animals large and 
small affected by the evacuations. 

 Greenhill Humane Society has some ability to board small animals. Call 
541-689-1503 for information. You may also call Greenhill with concerns 
about domestic animals. 

 Oregon Horse Center in Eugene has multiple options for horse boarding. 
Horse owners must call 541-998-3353 to confirm space availability before 
arriving. 

 Eugene Livestock Auction in Junction City is available to assist with 
hauling and transporting. Call 541-998-3353 to inquire. 

 Livestock Rescue has trailers available to help move large animals. 
Contact Matt at 541-508-9772. 

 Linn County Fair Grounds (3700 Knox Butte Road E, Albany) is serving as 
a drive-in shelter only. Pets are welcome. Livestock stables are open for 
use. 

  Akins Trailer Sales is offering trailers if evacuation is needed. Call Thad at 
(541) 335-9663. 

ROAD & OTHER CLOSURES: 

 Highway 126: Oregon Department of Transportation has closed Highway 
126 beginning at 69th Street in Springfield through McKenzie Bridge. 

 If you must travel, getting over the mountains is difficult because of 
highway closures and poor visibility. See updates from the Oregon 
Department of Transportation at www.tripcheck.com  

Air quality remains horrendous across Western Oregon: 



 For air quality updates in Lane County, go to the Lane Regional Air 
Protection Agency’s web page at http://www.lrapa.org/148/Air-Quality and 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/LaneRegionalAir/  

 The Lane Regional Air Protection Agency (LRAPA), and Lane County 
Public Health strongly discourages outdoor sporting events, activities, and 
exercise as air quality remains degraded across the county Friday and 
through the weekend. An Air Quality Advisory remains in effect until 
Monday afternoon. 

 Air quality will range from “Unhealthy” (Red) to “Hazardous” (Maroon) on 
the Air Quality Index across Lane County due to smoke from the Holiday 
Farm Fire and other blazes burning in Oregon. Inhaling small particles 
from smoke can have both immediate and long-term health 
consequences. Deeper breaths associated with strenuous activity 
increase the opportunity for such consequences. 

Not surprisingly, many Oregon parks and outdoor recreation sites are closed this 
weekend because of unhealthy air and critical fire danger. 

Now, more detail for those wishing to make donations: 

 St. Vincent de Paul, United Way of Lane County and the Lane County 
Emergency Operations Center are partnering with the grassroots 
organizers of the donation center currently operating at Silke Field in 
Springfield to provide a long-term drop-off and sorting location in north 
Eugene. 

 The new location at 2699 Roosevelt Boulevard will open to receive 
donations on Saturday, September 12, from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 
keep those hours each day. Donations should no longer be taken to Silke 
Field. St. Vincent de Paul will begin managing the donation location and 
overall process. 

 The Lane Events Center should no longer receive donations. Any 
donations previously delivered to the Lane Events Center will be moved to 
the new donation location. 

With donation drop-off shifting away from the Lane Events Center, the facility 
becomes the consolidated site for those seeking a “Clean Air Respite”: 



 This replaces the smaller sites at Eugene’s Hilyard and Peterson Barn 
Community Centers.  

 The Lane Events Center site will be staffed by the City of Eugene in 
cooperation with Lane County. Hours are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. through the 
weekend. 

 Local homeless outreach staff also are working to share information about 
the shelter’s availability directly through local service providers. 
Additionally, Lane County continues to work to provide protective masks to 
providers of services to the unhoused for distribution. 

MORE ON VOLUNTEERING AND DONATING: 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT SILKE FIELD: 

 Volunteers are needed for the Wildfire Relief Station at Silke Field at 
Springfield High School. Learn more and sign up at 
mckenzieriver.org/volunteer  

 McKenzie River Trust is coordinating the volunteer efforts. Volunteer shifts 
are available through Tuesday, September 15, to help with intake of items, 
organizing, and helping people find what they need. 

 PLEASE DO NOT SHOW UP WITHOUT SIGNING UP. 

 Masks are required, and volunteers under age 18 should be accompanied 
by parent/legal guardian/family member. 

UNITED WAY RELIEF FUND: 

 United Way’s Wildfire Response Funds support nonprofits and community 
organizations assisting people who have lost their home or business or 
are otherwise impacted by the wildfires. 

 Funds support Lane County organizations working directly to meet the 
needs of families and individuals affected by the fire. Grants will be 
awarded to eligible organizations, which must provide services in Lane 
County, have 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status, be classified as a public entity, 
or have a qualified fiscal sponsor (i.e. a sponsoring tax-exempt 
organization). 



 Funds may be used for food relief, shelter assistance, childcare 
assistance, health care services, and other supports for vulnerable 
populations. 

 Interested in contributing? Donate online at 
www.unitedwaylane.org/wildfires or mail checks to United Way of Lane 
County at 3171 Gateway Loop, Springfield, OR 97477, or call 541-741-
6000. 

 Organizations may apply for funds on a rolling basis, with grants 
distributed every two weeks as funds are available. Applications and more 
information can be found at www.unitedwaylane.org/wildfire-fund-
application 

RED CROSS: 

 The Red Cross is accepting donations for the Western Wildfires, as well 
as its local Red Cross Cascades chapter at 
https://www.redcross.org/donate/donation.html 

DONATE BLOOD: 

 Across Oregon and the West Coast, wildfires are ravaging communities 
and putting a crimp in the local blood supply. Bloodworks Northwest, our 
local blood bank, is asking donors to step up to ensure hospitals and 
clinics across the region may continue to treat emergency patients and 
provide for less-urgent procedures. Blood transfusions used for surgeries, 
for the treatment of diseases, for victims of accidents, and for critically ill 
newborns. 

 Bloodworks Northwest operates 12 donations centers in the region, 
including in Lane County, and is hosting Pop-Up Donor events through 
early October at the Holiday Inn Express, 919 Kruse Way in Springfield. 
Bloodworks Northwest coordinators say some wildfire evacuees staying at 
the hotel said they wanted to donate blood. You can, too. 

 Go to 
https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/GroupLanding.aspx?s=51
3B to make an appointment. Call ahead to check for same-day 
appointments by dialing 800-398-7888. Appointments and masks are 
required. 



 Bloodworks also is testing all blood donations through September 30 for 
COVID-19 antibodies to identify people with antibodies to support severely 
ill coronavirus patients. 

COAD: 

 Lane County’s Community Organizations Active in Disaster or COAD 
brings together community organizations to handle disaster response. 
Learn more and donate at https://lane.recovers.org/  

INFORMATION FOR EVACUEES: 

MAIL IS BEING REDIRECTED FROM WILDFIRE EVACUATION ZONES: 

What happens to your mail when you are forced to evacuate? The US Postal 
Service has redirected mail in many locations. 

To see the status of your local post office and how your mail and packages are 
being handled, go to https://about.usps.com/newsroom/service-
alerts/residential/welcome.htm and click on "Oregon" to see a list of affected post 
offices and details on getting your mail. 

In Lane County: 

 Mail from the Blue River, Vida, Walterville, and Marcola Post Offices has 
been diverted to the Springfield DCU at 4949 Main Street in Springfield. 
(Note: DCU is a “Detached Carrier Unit” that handles distribution to mail 
carriers for their routes and during normal periods allows some limited 
package pick-up). 

 During the wildfire emergency, it is opening its doors for evacuees to 
collect their mail. 

 Hours for evacuee mail collection are Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., and Saturday, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

 Retail services are available at Gateway Postal, 3148 Gateway St., 
Springfield, 97475. Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Closed Saturday. 

UTILITY INFORMATION: 



If you are an evacuee, contact your utility about stgopping service. Notify them 
your home might be damaged or destroyed. Check on outage information if you 
are in an area that might be experiencing intentional power shutoffs. We also 
convey some of the scope of the damage to utility systems and why it might take 
weeks and months for in some parts of the burn zone where infrastructure must 
be rebuilt. 
 
REPLACING IDENTIFICATION AND OTHER DOCUMENTS: 
 
The wildfires devastating Oregon are leaving many without essential documents 
such as a driver license, ID card or proof of vehicle ownership. According to the 
Oregon Department of Motor Vehicles, Oregonians who need to replace 
damaged documents can go online to take care of most of these needs at 
DMV2U.Oregon.gov 
If you are displaced because of a wildfire and need to update your mailing 
address, you also can do that online. Local DMV offices are open by 
appointment-only for limited transactions, so please use online or mail options to 
request replacement documents or license/ID cards. 

 Update your mailing address: If you have a new mailing address or are 
having mail sent to a trusted family member or friend, use the online tool 
to let DMV know. This is important to do before ordering a replacement 
license/ID card. 

 Replace a license/ID card: Order a replacement license or ID card online 
through DMV2U. It will be mailed to the address on record, so be sure to 
update your mailing address if needed before ordering a replacement. The 
card will be printed with the photo on file. 

 Get proof of vehicle ownership: Go to DMV2U to view vehicle 
information and order a replacement registration card. 

 Reporting the loss of vehicle: You can notify DMV of the sale or total 
loss of a vehicle you own using our online form or notify us by mail. 

 Order a replacement title: Ordering a replacement title must be done by 
mail. A fillable form is available on the website to print and mail to DMV. 

To complete most online transactions, you will need your driver license or ID card 
number, plus other information known only to you. If you do not know your card 
number, call DMV Customer Assistance at 503-945-5000 for help. DMV 
customer assistance phone lines are closed on Sept. 11 due to office closures in 
place because of wildfires and hazardous air quality. 



If you are in a car or RV with expired registration tags, remember that there is an 
enforcement moratorium in place through the end of the year. On July 7, 
Governor Kate Brown signed into law Senate Bill 1601, which creates a 
moratorium on citations issued by law enforcement in Oregon for expired DMV 
credentials due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the subsequent reduction of 
DMV services effective between March 1, 2020 and Dec. 31, 2020. You can 
learn more about how to replace DMV-issued documents on the DMV wildfire 
resource page at https://www.oregon.gov/odot/DMV/Pages/Wildfire_Alert.aspx 

SCHOOL DELAYED: 

All three Eugene-Springfield area school districts have delayed the start of Fall 
classes until Monday, September 21. 

IN CLOSING: 
 
Oregon’s air quality in the worst in the world right now. There are people with 
heart and lung problems who are struggling to survive right now. The devastation 
up the McKenzie Valley is unprecedented. How do we recover? 

Looking ahead, these fires struck at the core of our communities and cut across 
all economic classes. People lost homes, from upscale riverfront mansions to 
modest trailers. This is hard. For those who have lost everything, it is going to 
remain hard for a very long time. But the communities are resilient and already 
working on plans to assess and rebuild, where possible. 

The first responders, the agencies and government officials, the volunteers are 
stepping up. But we must keep things in perspective: Think of last year’s 
“Snowmageddon” and the time it took to rebuild utility systems and roads, and for 
people to return to their homes. The winter rains will bring erosion to fire-
scorched hillsides, dead and damaged trees, loose soil, rocks and boulders. 

We’re not trying to discourage you, but we do need to be realistic and prepare for 
a long haul. Fire officials who earlier this week said, for those who’ve heard the 
phrase that “it’s not a sprint, it’s a marathon,” think of this as an ultra-marathon. 
The message from those on the front lines is: We can do this and help those who 
need assistance. It will take time. But working together, it can be done. 
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TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
Roadways, employment, COVID-19 and flu season. A wide-ranging set of topics 
this morning on Community Forum, as we share excerpts from some of the 
week’s key news briefings. First, the damage assessment from the Holiday Farm 
Fire where the death toll stands at one with well over 1,000 structures destroyed. 
We have details on evacuation levels. 
 
We hear from Oregon Department of Transportation Director Chris Strickler 
about the effort to reopen key highways across the Oregon Cascades. He says it 
will take weeks in some locations because tens of thousands of damaged trees 
must be removed, boulders cleared, slopes stabilized. 
 
David Gerstenfeld with the Oregon Employment Department discusses how 
unemployment benefit claims from wildfire zones are being flagged for fast 
processing. He encourages those who do not know if their business survived and 
those not certain whether they still have jobs to make an initial jobless benefits 
filing so the virtual paperwork is in place should they need it. 
 
And Jason Davis with Lane County Public Health discusses the surge in COVID-
19 cases and concerns we might face a “twindemic” as flu season arrives. He 
talks about small and large social gatherings that are fueling some of the local 



COVID-19 spread and gives specific examples. Davis discusses the record high 
numbers of local coronavirus infections, how that’s affecting efforts by schools to 
reopen, and why it is critical that people get flu vaccines to prevent two waves of 
illness overwhelming the local health care system.  



 

KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Disaster, Housing, Community, Safety, Health  
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 09/27/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Stan Jessup 
Title: Enforcement Manager 
Organization: Construction Contractors Board 
City and State: Salem, Oregon 
Email: stan.m.jessup@ccb.state.or.us 
Phone: 503-934-2188 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
Hiring a contractor to rebuild after this month’s devastating wildfires? Check the 
license. Homeowners who hire licensed contractors have access to consumer 
protections that are invaluable when rebuilding.  Nearly all home improvements 
require a contractor’s license. And that’s where Oregon’s Construction 
Contractors Board or CCB comes in. If you hire an unlicensed contractor, you 
may have limited or no recourse if your project goes badly. The CCB’s website 
and information phones allow you to verify the contractor has an active license 
and that they are bonded; check their complaint history; and more. We chat with 
Stan Jessup, the Enforcement Manager for the CCB, who offers tips on 
contracts, payment schedules, dispute resolution, and more. He also offers 
thoughts for contractors who might work on cleanup and rebuilding in wildfire 
burn zones. The work requires extra care and protective equipment, both 
because of potentially hazardous debris and the pandemic. And he warns us 
about scam artists who often take advantage of homeowners during the 
rebuilding phase following a disaster. One of the ways you can protect yourself is 
by knowing the warning signs of a scam. A scam artist may: Require you to make 
large up-front payments; use pressure tactics either soliciting door-to-door or 
over the phone; or make “limited time offers.” 
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SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION: Fire season begins on Wednesday, 
July 1, on lands protected by the Oregon Department of Forestry in Lane County 
and southern Linn County. The declaration of fire season begins seasonal 
restrictions for private landowners and the public in the region. Restrictions on 
industrial logging and forest management activities also go into effect. The 
restrictions are aimed at reducing the number of human-caused fires during the 
peak wildfire season. Six other Oregon Department of Forestry districts have 
already declared their fire season. Heading into Oregon’s forests? Check the 
Oregon Department of Forestry’s online map to see fire danger levels and fire 
restrictions anywhere in Oregon. The map can be found at 
https://gisapps.odf.oregon.gov/firerestrictions/PFR.html Want recorded 
information about fire season restrictions in the Western Lane District? Call the 
Oregon Department of Forestry’s Veneta office at 541-935-2222 or check out 
ODF’s Western Lane Facebook page. For updates on the South Cascade District, 
which includes eastern Lane and southern Linn counties, call ODF’s Springfield or 
Sweet Home offices: Springfield: 541-726-3588, extension 226. 
Sweet Home: 541-367-6108, press 0. ; Heading to the woods, the dunes, or 
elsewhere in the great outdoors to play this holiday weekend? Have a great time 
but leave fireworks at home. Wildfire season is here, and Oregon’s public lands 
are drying out. The fireworks restrictions don’t just apply to forested areas: They 
also include campgrounds and the sparsely vegetated areas you find along the 
coast. It might not look like there’s much to burn but even setting off fireworks in 
these areas can spark wildfires. Fireworks are always prohibited on national 
forests, regardless of weather or conditions. They also are prohibited on public 
lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, National Park Service, and Oregon State Parks, as well as in most 
county and city parks. Violators can be subject to a maximum penalty of a $5,000 
fine and/or up to six months in jail. And if you start a wildfire, you can be held 
liable for the costs of fighting it. ; Stay safe and protect the outdoors when you’re 
having fun during the Fourth of July holiday weekend. And if you’re camping, play 
it safe with campfires. Unattended campfires are the most common source of 
human-caused wildfires on public lands. Before you leave home, check ahead on 
campfire and other restrictions. Keep an eye out for information signs or kiosks 
when you arrive. Restrictions vary depending on conditions and might be posted 
with little advance notice. Keep campfires small. Select sites away from 



flammable material, preferably in a designated campfire ring if one is available. 
Keep water and shovel nearby, and never leave a fire unattended. Completely 
extinguish your campfire by drowning the fire with water and stirring with a shovel. 
Confirm the fire is out by touching it with the back of your hand – if it’s too hot to 
touch, it’s too hot to leave. Visit www.SmokeyBear.com for additional fire 
prevention information and resources. Call 911 to report the illegal use of 
fireworks or unsafe fire use. ; Staying home this weekend to celebrate and set off 
fireworks? Remember to play it safe: Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose 
nearby. Follow the “recommended safe distance” labeled on the fireworks 
package. Never re-light a dud. Wait 15 to 20 minutes, then soak unexploded 
fireworks in water before disposing. / ANIMALS, SAFETY: Keep your pet safe 
during this year’s Fourth of July celebrations. Whether staying home or heading 
out for the evening, Greenhill Humane Society reminds pet parents to keep their 
critter safe during the Fourth of July events and make sure their pets’ 
identification information is up to date. Most major celebrations have been 
cancelled this year due to the coronavirus, but fireworks already are being set off 
in many neighborhoods and will become more persistent as the holiday nears. 
Loud noises, especially over prolonged periods, can frighten and confuse 
animals. While some pets don’t seem to mind, others hide, tremble, or run away. 
When they are in that state of fear a screen door or fence might not stop a dog 
that is trying to get away. Unfortunately, every year at this time, many dogs and 
their people get separated. The best thing to do is keep them inside, in a safe and 
secure room with a television or radio on to distract them. Shut the windows and 
curtains and use treats to distract a them. If you lose your pet or find a lost 
animal, call your local animal control agency. Greenhill Humane Society is the 
intake shelter for most of Lane County. If your pet is missing, please check the 
shelter’s website, www.green-hill.org, or call 541-689-1503. The shelter’s website 
is updated in real time as animals are brought to the facility. Greenhill will be open 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the Fourth of July. Do not bring your pet to fireworks 
displays. When fireworks are being used, keep pets indoors, including outdoor 
cats. Scared pets may dig under fences or break through gates when spooked by 
the sound of fireworks. For pets that are extremely stressed by fireworks, make 
an appointment with your veterinarian to discuss medications and other 
alternatives to help calm your pet. Make sure your pet is wearing current and 
accurate identification, even if they are kept inside. A tag with a working phone 
number can get your pet home much faster. Greenhill recommends a microchip 
for your pet in case their collar comes off. If your pet is microchipped, verify that 
your information is up to date. / TRANSPORTATION, RECREATION, SAFETY: 
There’s a big Fourth of July holiday weekend push to crack down on drunken 
boating across Oregon. “Operation Dry Water” is a joint effort by the Oregon 
Marine Board, marine law enforcement from Lane and 17 other county sheriff’s 
offices, Oregon State Police, and five Oregon U.S. Coast Guard Stations. The 
effort begins Friday (July 3) and continues through Sunday (July 5). It’s part of a 
nationally coordinated effort to reduce the number of accidents and fatalities 
related to Boating Under the Influence of Intoxicants (BUII). Many marine officers 
have completed specialized training to recognize alcohol and drug impairment. 
This includes prescription drugs, alcohol, inhalants, marijuana, or any other 
substance that impairs a person’s ability to make sound judgments and to safely 
operate a boat.  The effects of drugs and alcohol are also amplified on the water 



with the combination of sun glare, wind, waves, and other environmental 
stressors.  Alcohol also dehydrates the body making sudden immersion into cold 
water at an even greater risk for drowning. Impaired boaters can be arrested and 
face serious penalties. In Oregon, the consequences of being convicted of BUII 
include the possibility of jail time, $6,250 in fines, and a loss of boating privileges. 
This year, a new penalty allows for a suspension of your boater education card for 
up to three years, if convicted, and potentially being court-mandated to take 
another boating safety course. Marine officers can arrest boaters on observed 
impairment and can legally obtain blood, breath, or urine if a boater fails field 
sobriety testing. Officers have already arrested three people for BUII this year and 
at least two fatalities appear to have involved alcohol or drugs. Experts remind 
you: Recreational boating is safe if boaters wear life jackets, boat sober, and keep 
a sharp lookout. Waterways are more crowded with a variety of mixed boating 
and other activities, so it’s important to pay attention to what’s going on around 
you and to follow the navigation rules of the road. For more information about 
Operation Dry Water, visit www.operationdrywater.org For more information about 
the Marine Board and its programs, visit www.boatoregon.com / LOW-INCOME, 
BUSINESS: Oregon’s minimum-wage workers receive a pay boost today. The 
minimum wage is rising by 75 cents, to $12 an hour here in Lane County and 
much of Western Oregon. In the Portland area that includes Multnomah, 
Clackamas, and Washington counties, it climbs to $13.25 an hour. Minimum 
wage will increase to $11.50 an hour in most parts of Central and eastern 
Oregon. The state has that three-tiered minimum wage structure to better reflect 
the higher cost of living in some parts of the state. It was approved—along with a 
series of minimum-wage increases—by state lawmakers in 2016. / HEALTH, 
EMPLOYMENT, LOW-INCOME, ELDERS, DISABILITIES: People who work as 
state caregivers for clients with intellectual and developmental disabilities are also 
receiving pay raises today from the Oregon Department of Human Services. 
According to details from the Office of Developmental Disabilities Services, these 
are workers who provide things like Supported Living, Attendant Care Support, 
Day Support Activities, Job Coaching, Employment Path and Small Group 
Employment, Discovery, and Kids Foster Care. The five percent pay hike is part 
of a multi-year legislative effort to help bring direct support professionals’ wages 
closer to $15 per hour. State-paid Adult 24-hour workers had been receiving a 
temporary 10 percent rate increase that ended yesterday. This five percent pay 
hike replaces that. Pay hikes for two groups that collectively bargain with the 
state—Adult Foster Care and Personal Support Workers—also go into effect 
today. Those groups are represented by SEIU. Adult Foster Care workers will 
receive a pay raise of slightly more than seven percent. Personal Support 
Workers will see their pay increase by 77-cents per hour. / SPORTS, HEALTH: 
It’s not entirely unexpected but it’s still a blow to local sports fans and community 
members. The Eugene Emeralds’ 2020 season has been canceled, as have 
seasons for other minor league affiliates across the country. Major League 
Baseball made the announcement yesterday of what is the first scrubbing of a 
Minor League Baseball season since the farm system was created in 1901. Ems 
General Manager Allan Benavides says the administrative and coaching staff is 
heartbroken by the news but is already planning for the 2021 season. The loss of 
the Eugene Emeralds’ season has a ripple effect: The team—an affiliate of the 
Chicago Cubs— is involved in many community and charity efforts which 



culminate with summer outings at PK Park. Benavides says the Ems will look at 
ways to host some community events over the summer, with the proper health 
and safety precautions in effect. In 2018, the Eugene Emeralds were recognized 
as the best Minor League team in the nation—and won the Northwest League 
Championship. The Ems offer family entertainment, Sasquatch-themed 
merchandise, and the Ems’ mascot, Sluggo, is beloved by kids. / BUSINESS, 
HEALTH, COMMUNITY: New state guidelines go into effect today requiring you 
wear a face covering when you enter indoor businesses and indoor public 
spaces. These might include grocery stores and pharmacies; retail stores and 
shopping malls; restaurants, brewpubs, and winery tasting rooms—except when 
eating and drinking; as well as fitness clubs, spas, and salons. It an effort to slow 
what health officials say is an alarming recent increase in the number of COVID-
19 infections. Cloth face coverings or masks are not intended to protect you from 
the coronavirus—but to protect the people around you. Experts say a fabric mask 
can catch many of those tiny water droplets you exhale when you breathe, speak, 
cough, or sneeze—which is critical should you be infected and not realize it. The 
goal is to reduce casual exposure when you’re out and about. Officials warn that 
unless we slow the rate of infection, we see a re-imposition of spring’s statewide 
restrictions that forced many businesses to close. Oregon OSHA, the state’s 
workplace safety agency, will take the lead in enforcing the face covering 
requirements for all covered Oregon businesses. Customers and visitors of 
businesses are required to:  Wear a mask, face shield, or face covering when at a 
business unless the individual: Is under 12 years of age. Has a medical condition 
that makes it hard to breathe when wearing a mask, face shield, or face covering. 
Has a disability that prevents the individual from wearing a mask, face shield, or 
face covering. Because children between the ages of two (2) and 12 years of age 
can have challenges wearing a mask, face shield, or face covering properly (e.g., 
excessively touching the face covering, not changing the face covering if visibly 
soiled, risk of strangulation or suffocation, etc.) we urge that if masks, face shields 
or face coverings are worn by this age group, that they be worn with the 
assistance and close supervision of an adult. Masks, face shields, or face 
coverings should never be worn by children when sleeping. / HEALTH: Lane 
County Public Health officials say they’re concerned about what they describe as 
a “drastic increase” in the number of local COVID-19 cases. They’ve logged close 
to 30 positive tests since Friday alone. Yesterday, they offered details on four of 
the most recent cases and why they’re concerned that the virus might be 
spreading undetected in parts of our communities. For the first time, contact 
tracers have been unable to determine the source of infection for two patients: 
One is a person in their 60s. The other is a person in their 50s. Both reside in 
Eugene-Springfield area. Health officials say these are what are known as 
“sporadic cases.” Because they’re unable to determine how the patients 
contracted the virus, there’s no way to determine who else might be infected and 
responsible for transmission. Another patient is a person in their 40s who lives in 
the Eugene-Springfield area, but contact tracers believe the patient has a link to a 
case outside the area. The fourth patient is a person in their 20s in the Eugene-
Springfield area who’s been linked to an earlier case. That brings the cumulative 
number of Lane County cases to 151. Among the 36 patients who are still 
considered infectious, one person is hospitalized. The rest are isolating at home. 
Three people in Lane County have died since mid-March. At least 22,921 have 



been tested locally for the coronavirus. ; Lane County Public Health officials 
yesterday offered additional details on the clusters of COVID-19 cases among 
teens and young adults that are tied to parties and socializing celebrating the end 
of the school year. They say there are now 31 people tied to those clusters and 
many more being contacted and tested: The largest cluster involves a group of 
college aged individuals, most in their 20s but a few in their late teens. Health 
investigators say they took part in house parties and other social activities. 
Twenty patients are in that group—and not all of them were physically at the 
party. Some were infected days later by those attended, an indication of just how 
quickly the coronavirus can move through a community. After determining the 
close contacts of those who were first infected and the people they infected, Lane 
County Public Health is now tracking more than 100 individuals associated with 
the college age cluster of cases. Some might not develop COVID-19. But they’re 
concerned some might and working to have those people self-isolate to reduce 
the risk of transmission. Health investigators say there is also a local cluster of 
cases involving a group that attended a high school house party. There are 11 
patients with active cases but the potential for many other infections. Officials with 
Lane County Public Health say they’re concerned that our lower infection rates 
heading into Memorial Day Weekend and early June might have created a false 
sense of security and overconfidence among some residents. But they say it’s 
clear the virus is still out there and not wearing masks and physically distancing 
can accelerate its spread. ; There’s another coronavirus testing opportunity today 
in rural Lane County. It takes place in Florence from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Florence 
Food Share, 2190 Spruce Street. Testing is free, but community members with 
insurance are asked to bring their insurance information. That allows Lane County 
Public Health to potentially be reimbursed for the cost of your test, providing 
funding for future tests. Rural testing is open to all community members, but 
priority is being given to individuals in high-risk groups, first responders, 
individuals who have not been able to maintain physical distancing on the job, 
and people who are experiencing what they think might be coronavirus 
symptoms. All test results and personal medical information is confidential and 
will not be shared. If an individual tests positive, they will be contacted by a Lane 
County Public Health with the contact information they provide. County officials 
say 92 people showed up last month for a free rural testing opportunity in 
Oakridge and 79 showed up earlier this week at a similar event in Mapleton. 
Health officials say they had some positive cases. Not a lot. But they say it is a 
reminder that the coronavirus is circulating in rural communities, as well. Contact 
tracers are working to determine the infection sources in the new cases. There 
will be another rural testing opportunity in Cottage Grove on July 16. We’ll share 
the details as we get closer to the date. County officials say they’ve been asked 
why they have not scheduled similar opportunities in the Eugene-Springfield area. 
They say they are working on it. But they say rural communities have less access 
to testing and more limited health care and medical resources, so they’ve been a 
priority. Similarly, there have been several testing opportunities for members of 
the local Latinx (say: Latin-X) population. Many in that community work in jobs 
where physical distancing is difficult. They have seen higher rates of infection. 
The next Latinx testing event will be on July 9 in Cottage Grove. We’ll share those 
details next week. ; One other quick note from Lane County Public Health: Health 
officials continue to remind you of the importance of wearing cloth face coverings 



or non-surgical masks, so you don’t unknowingly infect someone else. But they 
acknowledge face covering pose a challenge for those who are deaf or hard-of-
hearing and rely on reading lips to understand what’s being said. In those 
instances, county experts say it’s okay to briefly pull down your mask from a safe 
distance so they can see and better understand what you are saying. Also, county 
officials recommend those with compromised medical conditions should talk with 
their health care provider about mask-wearing. The new state rules allow 
exceptions for those have a medical condition that makes it hard to breathe when 
wearing a mask, face shield, or face covering. That also applies to those with a 
disability that prevents them from wearing a mask, face shield, or face covering. ; 
Officials with the Oregon Health Authority yesterday announced 181 new 
confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19 and three more deaths. That 
brings Oregon’s death toll to 207. According to the latest state numbers, 149 
patients with confirmed and presumptive cases are hospitalized. Forty-two of 
those are being treated in Oregon intensive care units. Of those, 25 are on 
ventilators. Since the pandemic arrived in Oregon, there have been 8,656 
confirmed and presumptive coronavirus cases. More than 237,000 Oregonians 
have been tested. / RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT: They’re asking for 
your patience as they conduct a thorough investigation. The Eugene Police and 
the Lane District Attorney’s Office issued a joint statement yesterday. They say 
they know emotions are running high. They are receiving many calls about 
Sunday evening’s vehicle versus pedestrian collision that sent a local Black Unity 
organizer to the hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. But they say the 
criminal investigative process takes time, but that a lot of work is going on behind 
the scenes to ensure a fair and legally appropriate outcome. They add that means 
the investigation must remain objective and thorough. The incident occurred 
Sunday evening at Eugene’s North Adams and Clark Streets during a children’s 
protest march. 29-year-old Isiah Wagoner reportedly tried to block traffic at the 
roundabout intersection so protesters could get through safely. Police say there 
are conflicting accounts by witnesses of what occurred next, and that the vehicle 
driven by 34-year-old Travis Paul Waleri left the scene after the collision. Eugene 
Police say the driver is cooperating with the investigation and has turned over his 
vehicle computer data for detectives to analyze. EPD’s Major Collision 
Investigation Team did an on-site reconstruction. Detectives with the agency’s 
Special Investigations Unit detectives canvassed the area to seek any video of 
the incident. Investigators say there were many witnesses from different vantage 
points who saw different things. Police are they’re working to reconcile those 
eyewitness accounts with the physical evidence. They are gathering medical 
evidence about the victim’s injuries; collecting evidence that might reflect the 
suspect’s mental state at the time. They also continue to seek videos anyone 
might have capture of the collision itself. When the investigation is complete, 
police will refer their findings to the District Attorney’s Office, where it will be 
reviewed for a grand jury proceeding. That will involve subpoenaing witnesses 
before the panel, which also consider the physical evidence. The grand jury will 
decide whether there is sufficient evidence to charge someone with a crime or 
crimes. / CRIME: Detectives with the Lane County Sheriff’s Office thank you for 
your assistance. They say they’ve located the truck they were seeking in 
connection with an injured woman they say was transported to and later was 
declared deceased at Sacred Heart University Hospital in Eugene early Monday 



morning. Investigators say it appears the woman was transported from the River 
Road area, but the driver of the truck left before additional information could be 
obtained. Officials say the woman’s injuries indicate she might have been struck 
by a vehicle. Deputies are working to notify her family before they release her 
name. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: The Oregon Department of Revenue is 
reminding taxpayers that July 15 is the deadline for filing a tax return and paying 
tax due. Oregon extended the deadline when the IRS extended the deadline to 
file and pay federal taxes due to the COVID-19 pandemic. For personal income 
taxpayers: The Oregon return filing due date for tax year 2019 is July 15, 2020. 
The Oregon tax payment deadline for payments due with the 2019 tax year is July 
15, 2020. The tax year 2019 six-month extension to file until October 15, 2020, if 
requested, extends only to the filing (not payment) deadline. If you have questions 
about your personal income tax, contact questions.dor@oregon.gov For 
corporate income/excise taxpayers: The Oregon return filing due date for tax year 
2019 is July 15, 2020. The Oregon tax payment deadline for payments for the 
2019 return, normally May 15, 2020, is now July 15, 2020. Fiscal year returns and 
related payments due after July 15, 2020 are not extended at this time. Interest 
and penalties: Because of the extension of the due dates for filing returns and 
making payments, any interest and penalties with respect to Oregon tax filings 
and payments begin accruing on July 16, 2020. No automatic extension is 
provided for the payment or deposit of any other type of Oregon tax or for the 
filing of Oregon information returns. Kicker reminder: If your 2018 return is 
amended or adjusted after you file your 2019 return, we will automatically adjust 
your kicker amount. Department of Revenue offices: All Revenue offices remain 
closed to drop-in visitors. If you need to speak to one of our representatives in 
person, you must make an appointment. Go to www.oregon.gov/dor and click on 
Contact Us to schedule an appointment. Electronic filing continues to be the 
easiest and fastest way for taxpayers to file and pay any taxes due. You can also 
make payments on Revenue Online. Find resources, such as forms and 
publications, information regarding filing as an individual or business, and helpful 
tools like Where’s My Refund and What’s My Kicker, on the Department of 
Revenue webpage. Also, keep up to date with the latest developments and news 
surrounding impacts of COVID-19 to your taxes. Visit www.oregon.gov/dor to get 
forms, check the status of your refund, or make payments. Call 503-378-4988 or 
800-356-4222 (toll-free) or email questions.dor@oregon.gov for additional 
assistance. For TTY for hearing- or speech-impaired, call 800-886-7204. /  
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HEALTH: A sickening jump in the number of coronavirus cases at the national, 
state. and local level as the number of new infections set records: Daily reported 
infections across the United states topped 50,000 for the first time. The country 
logged more than 52,000 new cases of COVID-19. It came as a number of states, 
including Oregon, also set single-day records. Seven-day averages for new 
infections are higher in almost every state. Oregon set a single-day infection 
record as state health officials reported 281 new confirmed and presumptive 
COVID-19 cases. The cumulative total since the pandemic arrived in our state 
stands at 8,931—and is expected to top 9,000 when new today’s case numbers 
are released. The Oregon Health Authority confirmed one new death yesterday, 
bringing the death toll from the coronavirus to 208. The state’s COVID-19 
hospitalization rates climbed yesterday, from 149 to 192. Sixty-two of those 
patients are being treated in intensive care units across the state—that’s up by 20 
from the day before. Twenty-four are on ventilators. And a record jump in daily 
infections in Lane County. Public health officials yesterday reported 16 new 
cases. They’ll provide more detail on the patients during a media briefing late 
today. There are 52 patients considered infectious—up from 36 yesterday. Two 
are hospitalized. While they might have milder cases, adults between the ages of 
21-30 make up the largest number of cases. Many recent cases have been tied to 
house parties and other social gatherings celebrating the end of the school year. 
Lane County Public Health officials said earlier this week there were at least 20 
tied to a college-age cluster and 11 connected to a high school-age party. But 
yesterday, officials said the infections from those parties continues to spread to 
others who did not attend but have been in close contact with those who were 
infected. The newly diagnosed are, in turn, beginning to transmit the coronavirus 
to their family and friends—people who are twice-removed from the parties and 
social gatherings. Health investigators say that’s led to COVID-19 infections 
among older adults. ; Lane County Public Health officials say they’re concerned 
about what they describe as a “drastic increase” in the number of local COVID-19 
cases—and are concerned they’ll see a big spike coming off the Fourth of July 
holiday weekend. Unlike other parts of Oregon and the nation, local health 
officials say our cases are largely occurring among groups of friends and not 
through points of public exposure such as businesses or events. But that also 
makes it easier for the virus to spread undetected for a time before a single 
positive test leads to potentially dozens more who are infected. Earlier this week, 



contact tracers said that for the first time they were unable to determine the 
source of infection for two patients in the Eugene-Springfield area. In these 
“sporadic cases” with no way to know how the patients contracted the virus, 
there’s no way to determine who else might be infected and have them tested. 
This has county health officials worried about the holiday weekend. They are 
asking you to plan now to keep everyone safe by keeping any Fourth of July 
gatherings small and local—and even thinking about whether they’re necessary. 
They say when the virus begins spreading—first undetected, then uncontrolled in 
our communities—it can gain momentum and grow exponentially. Public health 
officials say you have the power to keep your family and friends healthy; keep 
your parents and grandparents alive; keep local businesses open and protect 
local jobs—possibly even your own; and keep our economy reopened. Stay home 
when you can. Eliminate unnecessary travel and gatherings. Wear a mask when 
you are within six feet of anyone outside your household; wear a mask in all 
indoor public spaces. Maintain physical distancing of six feet whenever possible. 
And wash your hands. ; According to the Oregon Health Authority, the latest 
projections from the Institute for Disease Modeling (based on data through June 
18) offers three projections -- optimistic, moderate and pessimistic -- predicting 
that daily case levels across the state could rise as much as 20 percentage points 
this summer. The optimistic scenario with those assumptions suggests the 
previous modeling increase of June 11 was the result of higher testing and that 
case counts would remain stable at about 180 per day over the next month. This 
is the least likely scenario to occur because it assumes diagnosis of all new cases 
and presently about one-third of new infections cannot be traced to a known 
source. The moderate scenario suggests the rise in cases in the last modeling 
report was due to increased transmission and expanded testing -- and that daily 
infections of COVID-19 could rise over the next month to more than 900 per day, 
with daily hospitalizations rising from 8 to 27. The most pessimistic scenario 
suggests the rise in cases in the last modeling report was due entirely to 
increased transmission and not expanded testing -- and that infections could rise 
to more than 4,800, and hospitalizations could increase to 82 per day. State 
health officials say Oregon has had five straight weeks of case growth. / RACIAL 
JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT: The people spoke. Eugene Police Department 
say they are listening and making changes. Amid a national debate over racial 
equality and policing issues, leaders of the Eugene Police say they are making 
reforms to some of their policies when they deal with suspects. They say it is part 
of a continuing effort that started 15 years ago and part of a renewed push to 
eliminate any possible racial injustice or bias toward people of color. At the same 
time, officials say they are continuing address “use of force” issues. For example, 
Eugene Police leaders are writing up new policies that require reporting and 
tracking anytime an officer points a firearm or a Taser at someone, even if they 
are never used. The agency already banned the use of chokeholds. Last month, 
Chief Chris Skinner ordered the removal of another hold known as a “carotid 
restraint” from Eugene Police policies as well as from officer training. The 
department’s Policy and Accreditation Office and 12-member citizen advisory 
body is reviewing guidelines on Handcuffing, Impact Weapons, Pepperball 
projectiles, responses to Public Assemblies and Demonstrations, and more. 
Eugene Police leaders say they are also creating an “Early Intervention System” 
intended to help them intervene if there are early signs of problematic behavior 



with an employee. ; Police say they dispersed protesters taking part in a loud 
demonstration outside the Lane County Jail last night. The activity included some 
participants banging on pots and pans and setting off fireworks. KVAL-TV reports 
some protesters moved to the back of the jail, attempted to tear down a fence, 
and smashed the windshield of a parked car. The reporter says police used 
pepper balls against on a couple suspects and took at least two people into 
custody. Last month, a suit was filed on behalf of some inmates and detainees 
claiming the jail has not been following CDC coronavirus health guidelines. 
Officials say they don’t comment on pending litigation but say the jail is following 
CDC guidelines and has released some detainees to allow for increased physical 
distancing. / HOMELESSNESS, HEALTH, SAFETY: A fresh cleanup and eviction 
of illegal campers from Eugene’s Washington-Jefferson Park. It came after close 
to 70 tents went up in the weeks after the closures of those temporary homeless 
encampments set up during the early months of the pandemic. The city had 
temporarily suspended illegal camping rules during the spring to allow those who 
are homeless to shelter in place. But the camping bans returned early last month 
when Lane County entered its Phase Two reopening. Eugene officials say 
campers were notified on Tuesday they had 24 hours to pack up and leave. Most 
were gone Wednesday but Eugene Police were called in to assist with clearing 
the remaining 15 or so tents. / CRIME: Investigators say he is a prolific burglar 
who broke into vehicles in the mountains; stole one near a Pacific Crest 
Trailhead; took Forest Service equipment from a hydroelectric plant east of Sweet 
Home; and broke into the Santiam Ski Lodge near Hoodoo. Now, Anthony 
Fennimore of Stayton is under arrest after Linn County Sheriff’s investigators say 
they seized evidence during a search of his residence. Officials say they began 
receiving crime reports two months ago of a male using a face covering while 
stealing from remote areas in Linn County. They connected the thefts and 
burglaries to a common vehicle, a Nissan Pathfinder. The theft reports peaked on 
Sunday, when deputies were contacted about burglarized vehicles in the Marion 
Lakes area of Linn County and the vehicle that was stolen from the Pacific Crest 
Trailhead off Highway 20 near Hoodoo. Investigators say thousands of dollars’ 
worth of items were taken during the weekend thefts, including a firearm. On 
Tuesday morning, investigators say they located the Nissan Pathfinder and the 
stolen vehicle parked outside Fennimore’s residence in Stayton. Deputies say 
they recovered close to 200 stolen items. An alleged accomplice, 32-year-old 
Brittany Davidson, was arrested with Anthony Fennimore. Both were jailed and 
charged in multiple cases. / SAFETY, CRIME: A single-vehicle fatal accident on 
the Oregon Coast south of Reedsport led to the discovery of possible explosive 
devices and a lengthy closure of U.S. Highway 101 yesterday. Oregon State 
Police say it began around 10:45 yesterday morning, when a Douglas County 
Deputy attempted to stop the vehicle but the driver sped off, crashing a short time 
later between Lakeside and Winchester Bay. The vehicle caught fire. Officials say 
the driver died from their injuries. Investigators spotted what appeared to be 
explosive devices at the scene and called in the state police Explosives Unit. The 
crash and investigation closed the highway for the better part of four hours. No 
further information is available. / SAFETY: Springfield Police say a bicyclist struck 
by a vehicle on Centennial Boulevard near 6th Street is expected to recover but 
was being treated in a hospital intensive-care unit for multiple rib fractures and 
head trauma. It happened shortly after 7:30 yesterday morning. Investigators say 



it appears of the bicyclist, described as an older male, was traveling northbound 
on 6th Street and failed to obey the stop sign at Centennial Blvd. He was struck 
as he entered the traffic lanes rather than the bicycle lane on Centennial. Police 
say the man was unconscious and not breathing when the first officer arrived and 
began to render aid. Officials say the drivers of the vehicle immediately stopped 
and is cooperating with the investigation. Police say speed was not a factor in the 
collision, nor was alcohol. / EDUCATION, RELIGION: They’ve changed the name 
but not the mission. Northwest Christian University yesterday became Bushnell 
University. It came after three years of planning for the private faith-based 
institution in Eugene, part of an effort to expand its outreach, grow enrollment, 
promote the breadth of its programs, and assist students in their job and career 
searches. The campus signs and institution’s online presence now reflect the new 
Bushnell University name. Students and sports teams remain known as The 
Beacons. James Addison Bushnell was the first president of the institution’s 
Board of Regents when the school was founded in 1895. Officials say Bushnell, 
an abolitionist with deep Christian faith, emigrated across the Oregon Trail and 
settled in what is now Junction City. He founded the county’s first bank, chamber 
of commerce, opera house, grain co-op, and three churches. Two of those— 
Alvadore Christian Church and First Christian Church in Junction City—still hold 
regular church services today. / POLITICS, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY, 
ECONOMY: Led by Oregon Congressman Peter DeFazio, the Democratic-
controlled U.S. House has approved a $1.5 trillion plan to rebuild the nation’s 
crumbling infrastructure, pouring hundreds of billions of dollars into projects to fix 
roads and bridges, upgrade transit systems, expand interstate railways and 
dredge harbors, ports and channels. It’s intended to be another Congressional 
stimulus effort during the pandemic, but faces mixed reaction in the Senate and 
the White House. The bill also would authorize more than $100 billion to expand 
internet access for rural and low-income communities and $25 billion to 
modernize the U.S. Postal Service. DeFazio heads the House committee that 
deals with transportation and infrastructure and took the lead in crafting the 
stimulus package. The bill now goes to the Republican-controlled Senate, where 
a much narrower version approved by a key committee has languished for nearly 
a year. / RECREATION, SAFETY, HEALTH: Heading to the woods, the dunes, or 
elsewhere in the great outdoors to play this holiday weekend? Have a great time 
but leave fireworks at home. Wildfire season is here, and Oregon’s public lands 
are drying out. The fireworks restrictions don’t just apply to forested areas: They 
also include campgrounds and the sparsely vegetated areas you find along the 
coast. It might not look like there’s much to burn but even setting off fireworks in 
these areas can spark wildfires. Fireworks are always prohibited on national 
forests, regardless of weather or conditions. They also are prohibited on public 
lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, National Park Service, and Oregon State Parks, as well as in most 
county and city parks. Violators can be subject to a maximum penalty of a $5,000 
fine and/or up to six months in jail. And if you start a wildfire, you can be held 
liable for the costs of fighting it. ; Stay safe and protect the outdoors when you’re 
having fun during the Fourth of July holiday weekend. And if you’re camping, play 
it safe with campfires. Unattended campfires are the most common source of 
human-caused wildfires on public lands. Before you leave home, check ahead on 
campfire and other restrictions. Keep an eye out for information signs or kiosks 



when you arrive. Restrictions vary depending on conditions and might be posted 
with little advance notice. Keep campfires small. Select sites away from 
flammable material, preferably in a designated campfire ring if one is available. 
Keep water and shovel nearby, and never leave a fire unattended. Completely 
extinguish your campfire by drowning the fire with water and stirring with a shovel. 
Confirm the fire is out by touching it with the back of your hand – if it’s too hot to 
touch, it’s too hot to leave. Visit www.SmokeyBear.com for additional fire 
prevention information and resources. Call 911 to report the illegal use of 
fireworks or unsafe fire use. ; Staying home this weekend to celebrate and set off 
fireworks? Remember to play it safe: Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose 
nearby. Follow the “recommended safe distance” labeled on the fireworks 
package. Never re-light a dud. Wait 15 to 20 minutes, then soak unexploded 
fireworks in water before disposing. /  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
07/06/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

COMMUNITY, SAFETY, LAW ENFORCEMENT: It was a noisy Fourth of July 
weekend in Eugene as police say they fielded an increased number of complaints 
about illegal fireworks. Officials say call-takers with Central Lane 911 answered 
116 calls complaining about illegal fireworks Saturday night through early Sunday 
morning. Last year, there were only 40 calls during the same period. But in 2018, 
there were 114 calls for service—just shy of this year’s totals. Police say that on 
Friday and Saturday nights they seized roughly 235 pounds of illegal fireworks. 
No citations were issued. Instead, police focused on providing information and 
education. Officials said the seized fireworks were transferred to the Metro 
Explosives Disposal Unit for safe disposal. Investigators say the number of illegal 
commercial grade aerial fireworks, most likely purchased out of state, increased 
this year. / RACISM: On the Oregon Coast, seven men were arrested after police 
say they taunted a Black family by yelling racial slurs and using Nazi salutes 
during a Fourth of July incident in Lincoln City. Police say the men from 
Washington state challenged police to a fight when officers arrived at the beach. 
Officials say police initially responded to calls about the men setting off illegal 
fireworks on the beach near a resort hotel and disturbing other weekend 
vacationers nearby. When the first officers arrived on ATVs, they said they were 
immediately surrounded by a group of about 10 people who began taunting and 
challenging the officers for seizing illegal fireworks. Several other officers arrived 
on scene and learned that this same group of white people had been taunting and 
challenging a family of Black people by yelling racial slurs at them, insulting them 
and using Nazi salutes toward them. The black family advised they felt intimidated 
by the actions this group had displayed. The officers said they formed a line 
between the group of men and the Black family so the family could safely leave 
the beach and return to their room. During this time several in the group of white 
persons continued to taunt the officers, challenging them to fight. Police said 
other members from the group then began shooting off multiple large illegal aerial 
fireworks in front of the officers. After several more officers arrived on scene, they 
moved in on the confrontational and highly intoxicated group and began placing 
them under arrest for a variety of criminal charges, including riot, disorderly 
conduct, harassment, interfering with police and possession of illegal fireworks. / 
CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: Authorities say 21 people 
were arrested or detained early Sunday after throwing fireworks and mortars as 
they clashed with Portland Police during a rally that turned violent. Officials said in 



a news release that Portland officers used tear gas and crowd-control munitions 
after protesters broke windows at the federal courthouse and nearby businesses. 
Several officers were injured when fireworks and mortars exploded near them. 
Portland Police arrested 13 people while Department of Homeland Security's 
Federal Protective Services detained eight others. It came one day after a riot 
was declared in downtown Portland early Saturday morning, the third such 
declaration in a week. Portland Police say in that incident, protesters began 
throwing rocks at the Federal Courthouse and then firing commercial grade 
fireworks toward the Portland Justice Center. During Saturday’s early-morning 
incident, officials said some protesters dragged material and barricades and 
began to make a fence in the area. Portland has seen five weeks of daily and 
nightly demonstrations and protests. While early events are generally peaceful, 
police say a small violent group has been clashing with police later on. ; Oregon 
State Police say it was not a racist gesture, he was simply asking whether a 
protester was okay. Officials issued the statement Sunday to counter accusations 
aimed at an officer who used the “OK” hand gesture while on duty at a protest in 
Salem. They say a video clip of the incident has been taken out of context. The 
OK hand symbol has been used for centuries, but in recent years it has been 
appropriated by some who support white nationalism. Use of the hand gesture to 
signify “white power” started as a hoax online, but has been appropriated by 
racists. The video taken by a Black Lives Matter protester shows the officer briefly 
leave a police line and flash the OK symbol at a counterprotester, leading some 
on social media to believe the trooper was showing sympathy with white 
nationalists. But state police say that accusation is false and that the trooper’s 
body camera video shows the counter-protester just had been shoved to the 
ground by a demonstrator. The trooper walked over to the man as he got up and 
asked, “Are you okay?” In both videos, the counter protester can be heard 
responding, “Oh yeah, I’m fine.” In the police bodycam video, an officer tells him, 
“We’ll take care of it,” as police arrest the protestor who shoved him. 

In a statement, the Oregon State Police said the trooper was struggling to be 
heard while wearing a mask in a loud environment. / MILITARY: They spent the 
better part of nine months in the nation of Jordan, training with the Jordanian 
Security Forces and Armed Forces. Then they spent 14 days quarantined at Fort 
Bliss, Texas, to ensure they did bring home COVID-19. Heading into the holiday 
weekend, 38 soldiers from the Oregon National Guard’s 2nd Battalion, 162nd 
Infantry Regiment and the 2nd Battalion, 218th Field Artillery Regiment arrived 
back in Oregon and were reunited with their families. The Oregon soldiers 
deployed with a similar group of citizen-soldiers from Washington state. Other 
Oregon National Guard members continue to serve overseas, including in 
Afghanistan and Kosovo. / HEALTH: State health officials announced a combined 
604 positive tests for COVID-19 across Oregon this weekend—303 on Saturday 
and 301 on Sunday. It was the fourth straight day that Oregon’s new COVID-19 
cases topped 300. Officials also announced six more deaths—four on Saturday 
and two on Sunday. That brings the state’s death toll to 215 as the number of 
confirmed cases since late February climbed above 10,000 (10,230). Lane 
County public health officials tallied 39 new confirmed and suspected cases over 
the three-day holiday weekend: 15 on Friday, 12 on Saturday and 12 on Sunday. 
Fifty-three patients are considered infectious. One person is hospitalized. Since 



mid-March, officials have tallied 219 local cases, including three deaths. More 
than 24,000 Lane County residents have been tested for the coronavirus 
(24,320). According to this morning’s numbers, one in every four cases locally 
has been among young adults between the ages of 21 and 30. Another 18 
percent of cases are among those age 20 and younger. Many of those came in 
recent weeks. Lane County public health officials say many of the cases among 
younger adults are tied to house parties celebrating the end of the school year in 
early- and mid-June. Officials say they are tracking infections in several college-
age clusters and one high school-age cluster. Younger adults typically do not 
experience severe cases of COVID-19. But officials say they’re concerned as 
infections from those parties continue to spread to others who did not attend but 
have been in close contact with those who were infected. The newly diagnosed 
are, in turn, beginning to transmit the coronavirus to their family and friends—
people who are twice-removed from the parties and social gatherings. Health 
investigators say that’s led to COVID-19 infections among older adults. /  
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ENVIRONMENT: The National Weather Service says smoke from wildfires in 
Siberia have carried to Southcentral Alaska and the Aleutian Islands. The 
Anchorage Daily News reported Sunday that strong winds pushed the smoky air 
into the region from fires burning across more than 5,300 square miles of the 
northern Russian region. The wildfire smoke also has been reported in western 
Oregon and Canada. Patrick Doll of the National Weather Service says cloud 
cover began shifting into Alaska on Sunday, which may cause difficulty in 
determining whether the air over parts of the state has been touched by the 
smoke or is simply cloudy. / TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Heads up, drivers: 
There’s a big six-week traffic change coming on Wednesday for the Delta-Beltline 
construction project. According to the Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT): Beginning Wednesday, July 8, northbound Delta Highway travelers will 
need to take a left-turn detour to access eastbound Beltline Highway. The detour 
is scheduled to last for six weeks as upgrades and improvements are done to the 
current ramp. Northbound Delta Highway will have a temporary turn lane to enter 
the southwest ramp to access eastbound Beltline Highway, but there will not be a 
light. Southbound Delta Highway travelers will see signs warning of the traffic 
change. Be especially cautious in the area as people get used to the change. 
Work is scheduled to be completed in mid-August. The Beltline Highway/Delta 
Highway Interchange is being updated to improve safety by eliminating weaving 
and merging issues. Most work impacting traffic is done at night and on 
weekends. / GOVERNMENT: They spent the long holiday weekend upgrading an 
aging computer system. Now, officials with Oregon’s Department of Motor 
Vehicles say they can offer better and faster online service. The new system 
replaces technology originally installed in the 1960s and 1970s and is part of an 
overall 10-year, $90 million improvement effort at the DMV. The transition began 
early last year. The upgrade expands the Oregon DMV’s online services on 
“DMV2U” (say: D-M-V to you), which now includes the ability to: Schedule a DMV 
appointment. Replace a lost, mutilated or stolen license/ID card. Upload a 
commercial driver medical examiner certificate. Order a driving record. Pay a 
reinstatement fee. Begin a driver license or identification card application for an 
initial issuance. Customers may see all DMV online services at 
www.oregondmv.com/dmv2u Included in the new system is a checklist for 
those wishing to obtain Real ID-compliant driver licenses and ID cards – a new 
choice for Oregonians. Starting Oct. 1, 2021, the Transportation Security 



Administration, or TSA, will begin new identification requirements to board a 
domestic commercial aircraft. There are many forms of ID that you can use at 
airports, like a passport or passport card, so you may already have what you 
need. If you do choose to get a Real ID compliant card from Oregon DMV, there 
are some additional documents you need to provide along with an additional $30 
fee. To find out more, visit https://www.Oregon.gov/REALID Find information 
and instructions for how to complete common transactions like titling and 
registering a vehicle in Oregon at www.OregonDMV.com And a quick online 
security note: The Oregon DMV never charges for online forms or a service fee to 
use our online services. Please make sure you are on the official Oregon DMV 
webpage. / HEALTH: Later this morning, Lane County public health officials 
provide more context about the area’s newest COVID-19 cases. Yesterday, 
officials said the tally included 48 new confirmed and presumptive coronavirus 
patients over the holiday weekend for a total 228 cases since mid-March. Sixty-
one people have active infections. But a patient who was hospitalized no longer 
is. There have been three local deaths over the past few months. More than 
26,000 Lane County residents have been tested for the coronavirus (26,238). 
County health officials say many of the recent cases have involved young adults 
who took part in end of the school year celebrations at house parties. Contact 
tracers say that, to date, none of Lane County’s confirmed cases have involved 
people who attended large gatherings such as protests or rallies. Health officials 
say the virus appears to be quickly dispersed in outside air, which reduces the 
risk of infection. The Oregon Health Authority reported 168 new confirmed and 
presumptive cases yesterday and no new deaths. The state’s total since the start 
of the pandemic stands at 10,395 lab-confirmed and presumptive cases. / 
BUSINESS, HEALTH: A major local credit union says it’s created a grant fund to 
help small businesses and nonprofit organizations in the 15 counties where it 
operates purchase personal protective equipment, known as PPE. Northwest 
Community Credit Union officials say their Project Community grants will allow 
participating small businesses and nonprofits better protect their employees, 
customers, and clients. The fund totals $30,000 and will offer grants of up to 
$1,500. To qualify, the business or organization should have fewer than 500 
employees, and plan to purchase PPE, supplies, including: cleaning & sanitizing 
products, eyewear, face shields, gloves, gowns, hand sanitizer, masks, 
thermometers; or to make small physical modifications to their business locations, 
such as signage or counter shields. To apply and receive a Project Community 
Grant, applicants do not need to be Northwest Community Credit Union 
members. / CRIME:– A 59-year-old man is under arrest in connection with 
Sunday evening’s fatal shooting of another man at a residence in the River Road 
Area. Lane County Sheriff’s investigators say Martin Joyce was jailed for Murder. 
The victim’s name will be released after relatives are notified. It came after a 
report shortly after 7:00 p.m. Sunday about a gunshot wound at a residence on 
Smithoak Street in North Eugene. Deputies say the victim was dead from an 
apparent gunshot wound when they arrived and two other men were in the home. 
Their initial investigation indicates the three men shared the residence and were 
engaged in a physical dispute over living arrangements just prior to the shooting. / 
GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, ENVIRONMENT: The Trump administration on 
Monday formally authorized exports from a proposed Oregon natural-gas 
terminal, the first on the U.S. West Coast. Energy Secretary Dan Brouillette 



signed the order for the proposed Jordan Cove liquid natural gas terminal in Coos 
Bay. Monday’s approval for the project, which targets markets in Asia, is part of 
an administration push to promote U.S. oil and gas production and export. Critics 
say it comes despite mounting scientific warnings about fossil fuels damaging the 
climate. Oregon officials, including Democratic Gov. Kate Brown, say state 
approval is still needed before the project can go forward. The state so far has not 
granted permits for the natural-gas terminal. The Trump administration’s export 
authorization comes amid legal challenges and slumping consumer energy 
demand that has stalled work on other oil and gas pipeline projects across the 
nation. The proposed Jordan Cove terminal, owned by Canada’s Pembina 
Pipeline Corp., would have federal authority to export more than one (b)billion 
cubic feet of natural gas per day from both the U.S. and Canada. But the project 
has been slowed by state regulators and public concern over concerns by 
landowners and the risk to threatened wildlife species along the route of the 230-
mile pipeline across parts of southwestern Oregon. / MILITARY: An Oregon Army 
National Guard soldier has died overseas in what the U.S. Department of 
Defense is calling a non-combat related incident. 20-year-old Private First Class 
Alexander Blake Klass died Saturday at a U.S. military camp in Kosovo. No other 
details are being released but officials with the Oregon Army National Guard 
called it, quote, “a tragic situation” and said the incident is under investigation. 
Klass, from the town of Willamina, was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry 
Regiment, of the 41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team, which is based in 
Springfield. Officials say Klass joined the Oregon Army National Guard early last 
year and mobilized in January of this year to Kosovo. He was scheduled to return 
home in November. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, HEALTH: A popular recreation 
spot off on the Willamette National Forest reopened this week—but with capacity 
restrictions. Terwilliger Hot Springs is located near Cougar Reservoir off Highway 
126 and the Aufderheide Drive in the Oregon Cascades. National Forest officials 
say up to 15 people will be allowed at a time with a maximum soak time of 2 
hours. Access is first come, first served. There is a $7 day-use fee. It’s been a 
challenging couple of years at Terwilliger, which has been closed more than it’s 
been open. There was a wildfire that burned areas around the hot spring in 2018 
and a massive rockfall that close a section of the main road. But last year crews 
and volunteers worked to restore access and rebuild trails, staircases, and 
walkways at this recreational jewel in the Willamette National Forest, which hosts 
close to 30,000 visitors annually. On the Rider Creek Trail into the thermal pools, 
crews also removed hazard trees and installed a new toilet. The work was not 
confined to the hot springs: After “Snowmageddon” in early 2019, two Forest 
Service road crews and partners spent six weeks removing downed trees and 
cleaning up slides. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Tax procrastinators, your time is 
running out. As the coronavirus pandemic took hold this spring, the federal 
government postponed the traditional April 15 filing deadline until July 15. The 
move provided some economic and logistic relief for taxpayers dealing with the 
disruptions and uncertainty brought on by lockdowns, school closures and 
shuttered businesses. Taxpayers must file or seek an extension by the new 
deadline or face a penalty. The IRS is expecting about 150 million returns from 
individuals and as of last count, it had received almost 139 million. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: It starts today: Traffic flow has changed 
dramatically at the Delta-Beltline construction project. Beginning today and for the 
next six weeks, northbound Delta Highway travelers need to take a left-turn 
detour to access eastbound Beltline Highway. It comes as work crews make 
upgrades and improvements to the current ramp. Northbound Delta Highway will 
have a temporary turn lane to enter the southwest ramp to access eastbound 
Beltline Highway, but there will not be a light. Southbound Delta Highway 
travelers will see signs warning of the traffic change. Be especially cautious in the 
area as people get used to the change. Work is scheduled to be completed in 
mid-August. The Beltline Highway/Delta Highway Interchange is being updated to 
improve safety by eliminating weaving and merging issues. Most work impacting 
traffic is done at night and on weekends.  For more information on the project, go 
to: https://www.oregon.gov/odot/projects/pages/project-
details.aspx?project=19490 / EDUCATION, HEALTH: Two University of Oregon 
students who contracted COVID-19 in June and have recovered say they now 
realize they should have taken more precautions to protect themselves and their 
friends. Their remarks were shared this morning on the U-of-O’s website. The 
young men, who are college roommates, are among 29 university students who 
have tested positive in a trio of local college-age clusters tied to end-of-the-school 
year house parties. Another 20 U-of-O cases are associated with those 
outbreaks. The men, whose names were not released, admit they relaxed their 
social distancing and took it for granted they would not get sick. Both had mild 
cases, but both emphasized that the potential for causing serious harm by 
possibly infecting friends and loved ones was extremely sobering. Both said it 
was not easy breaking the news to the family members and friends they’d spent 
time with after exposure and before they began showing symptoms. The first 
student, who is 21, traveled to Boise, Idaho, in early June to visit a family member 
and made several trips to bars in downtown Boise before returning to Eugene and 
his job. About a week later he began developing symptoms. He told his three 
roommates, who soon tested positive. All had slightly different symptoms ranging 
from a cough and fevers, to body aches and chills, and the loss of taste and 
smell. The other student infected his girlfriend, who also got sick, as well as her 
family.  Emerging from isolation, both students say they’ve made changes to their 
daily routines: They say they’ll wear masks every time they go outside and stay at 
least six feet away from people outside their household. They’re also shopping 



less, cleaning more and encouraging friends to be careful. / HEALTH: Lane 
County public health officials yesterday detailed 16 more cases of COVID-19 in 
our area. They say 50 people are have active infections. One person was just 
hospitalized. There have been three local deaths tied to COVID-19 since mid-
March. More than 26,000 Lane County residents have been tested for the 
coronavirus (26,678). County health officials say many of the recent cases have 
involved young adults who took part in end of the school year celebrations at 
house parties. But they say infections have begun to slow among the college-age 
clusters of people in their late teens and early 20s—as well as some household 
and other close contacts who are older. Lane County Health & Human Services 
spokesman Jason Davis says there are 51 patients in the college-age group and 
85 other people are isolating and are being monitored for possible exposure. 
Contact tracers say that, to date, none of Lane County’s confirmed cases have 
involved people who attended large gatherings such as protests or rallies. Health 
officials say the virus appears to be quickly dispersed in outside air, which 
reduces the risk of infection. ; Lane County public health officials say they are 
seeing an increase in the number of travel-related coronavirus cases, which now 
make up ten percent of the cumulative case numbers. They say some of those 
infections are coming into the area when family and friends travel here to visit—
sometimes from hotspots in other states such as Texas and California. But 
contact tracers have tied other infections to Lane County residents who traveled 
outside the area in recent weeks and were exposed either when they visited 
family and friends, or made quick stops at businesses and elsewhere. County 
health officials you should always think about safety and wearing a mask when 
you are on the road, whether you’re stopping at a gas station, making a quick run 
to buy groceries, or visiting bars and restaurants. And they continue to encourage 
you to wash your hands frequently. They also encourage summer travelers to 
avoid visiting areas that have seen spikes in COVID-19 cases, avoid areas with 
high population densities, and avoid popular spots unless you can visit in at times 
when there are fewer people present. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, SAFETY: Lane 
County public health officials say we seem be doing a pretty good job of staying 
safe on the job. They say businesses and employees have figured out the 
importance of physical distancing, wearing masks, and cleaning frequently 
touched surfaces. But they say when people take breaks or socialize with co-
workers after-hours and at company-related functions, that discipline sometimes 
fails and can lead to infections. Health experts say it is a reminder to continue 
wearing your mask when you’re in door public spaces, stay six feet or more from 
anyone not in your household, and wash your hands often. / HEALTH, 
COMMUNITY: They’ve been testing rural communities. Next week, Lane County 
Public Health officials are planning some free COVID-19 testing events in the 
Eugene-Springfield area. It’s part of an effort to determine how the virus is 
spreading through our local population. The dates and locations will be 
announced next week. County health officials say for these first couple of testing 
opportunities, their priority is front-line medical workers, first responders, and 
people who’ve had to work during the pandemic including baristas, grocery store 
clerks, and others. And there are two more free testing opportunities this week for 
members of the local Latinx community, who often work in jobs where physical 
distancing is difficult: One takes place tomorrow from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the 
Cottage Grove Community Center and Library. Another is set for Saturday from 



10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the parking lot of Kalapuya High School at 1200 North 
Terry Street in Eugene’s Bethel area. Also next week, there’s another rural testing 
opportunity. It takes place on Thursday, July 16, in Cottage Grove. The event will 
run from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the Cottage Grove Health Hub on East Main Street. / 
LOW-INCOME, FAMILY, HEALTH: A big boost to help feed hungry local families: 
The Lane Community Health Council and United Way of Lane County are 
distributing $66,000 in grants to local programs. The focus is on organizations 
that serve Black, Indigenous and other People of Color, as well as rural 
communities where access to food pantries and other nutrition resources is often 
limited. Food for Lane County and local school districts’ Family Resource Centers 
helped identify the organizations. They include the NAACP, CALC, Orchid Health, 
Creswell Food Pantry, Triangle Lake Food Box, Up River Food Pantry, McKenzie 
Family Resource Center, Lane ESD Natives Program, Womenspace, and others.  
The grants will help the programs either expand their hours and days of service or 
provide additional or even gift cards redeemable at local grocery stores or 
farmers’ markets. Summer can be a challenging time for families whose children 
often receive free or reduced-cost meals during the school year. The economic 
impacts of the pandemic have made things even more challenging for many 
lower-income households. / HEALTH: State health officials yesterday announced 
218 new confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19 and said the virus has 
claimed five more lives. That raises the state’s death toll since late February to 
220. Among those with active cases, 191 patients are hospitalized across 
Oregon. Fifty-five of those are being treated in intensive-care units—22 of whom 
are on ventilators. The Oregon Health Authority says there have been 10,605 
cases in the state. More than 271,000 people have been tested for the 
coronavirus. State health officials also are investigating another outbreak at an 
Eastern Oregon food processor. They say the 22 cases are tied to Columbia 
River Processing—a cheese-making subsidiary of the Tillamook County 
Creamery Association in Morrow County. The patients include workers, along with 
any infected household members and other employee close contacts. The 
outbreak investigation started in mid-June, but the state does not disclose 
workplace outbreaks until they reach at least five cases. / CRIME, VETERANS: It 
is a heartbreaking loss for a local family and Eugene Police investigators are 
hoping you can help them recover the items. A burglar has stolen memorabilia of 
a deceased military veteran that was being preserved by his family. It happened 
sometime between Tuesday, June 30, and Saturday, July 4, when a thief broke 
into a garage unit at an apartment complex in the 4100 block of Aerial Way. The 
stolen items include two plastic military style cases, several military uniforms 
(including woodland and desert camouflage), combat boots, a gas mask, hats and 
a flak jacket. The plastic cases also contained military awards, a letter from 
deployment, plaques, flags, and framed photographs, including a photograph of 
the burglary victim’s father with former President George W. Bush. Police want to 
hear from anyone who might see someone attempting to show off, display, or sell 
the stolen military memorabilia. Contact the Eugene Police Street Crimes Unit at 
(541) 682-5150. / SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: We’ll start by saying she’s safe and 
recovering from her ordeal. But officials say it is another reminder of the dangers 
of taking remote mountain backroads when you are not sure where they’ll lead. 
On Saturday night, the 911 call center in southern Oregon’s Josephine County 
received a call from a woman who said she was stranded in her vehicle with a flat 



tire on an unidentified Forest Service road—she wasn’t sure exactly where. 
Dispatch pinged her phone and determined it was near Swede Basin in the 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness. Josephine County Sheriff’s Office and Search & Rescue 
crews combed the Forest Service roads in that area but could not locate her. 
Early Sunday morning, the woman was able to make a second 911 call. Pinging 
her phone provided a better fix on her location and found her shortly before noon. 
Needless to say, she was very happy to be rescued. The woman told searchers 
she’d been trying to drive over the mountains to the coast and lost her way. She’d 
been stranded since Thursday with sporadic cell service and ran out of water on 
Saturday. It’s another reminder: Be prepared when driving in the backcountry. 
Bring plenty of food and water. Plan your trip and inform others of where you will 
be. Cellphone service may be unreliable and spotty at best. And stay with your 
vehicle so it’s easier for searchers to locate and rescue you. / CRIME, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT: Federal prosecutors yesterday announced charges against 
seven protesters in Portland, including a 24-year-old Eugene man. It comes in 
connection with the defacing Portland’s federal courthouse and the assaulting 
federal officers during recent protests. Taimane Teo is charged with Assaulting a 
Federal Officer with a high-intensity laser. Police have complained that some 
protesters have shined lasers in officers’ eyes. Such devices can cause 
temporary blindness and have the potential to permanently damage vision. 
Portland has seen more than 40 consecutive nights of demonstrations for racial 
justice and changes in policing. Investigators say most protesters are peaceful, 
but small groups of violent agitators have clashed repeatedly with police and 
caused damage to government buildings and nearby businesses. The Oregonian 
and OregonLive report that court filed by the Portland Police and Multnomah 
County Sheriff’s Office provide a day-by-day accounting of their protest response 
over the last six weeks, including dozens of videos that show violence downtown, 
photos of broken windows to courthouses and businesses and a list of more than 
100 fires set. They estimate repair costs to public buildings approaching $300,000 
so far and $4.8 million in property damage to businesses. / SAFETY: A 23-year-
old woman died yesterday in a single-vehicle rollover crash south of Corvallis. 
Investigators say Ashley Kropf of Halsey was delivering mail for the US Postal 
Service on Llewellyn Road, one mile west of Highway 99-W, when for unknown 
reasons, her 1990 Nissan passenger vehicle left the roadway. Meantime, 
investigators with the Oregon State Police say a 20-year-old woman died Monday 
evening after a two-vehicle crash on U.S. Highway 20 in the Cascades near the 
junction with Oregon Highway 22. The driver of the other vehicle, 51-year-old 
Corey Brett of Creswell, had no known injuries. Investigators say the crash 
happened when Brett’s vehicle, a Dodge Ram 1500, turned left and into the path 
of the Nissan Rogue driven by 20-year-old Kaitlyn Allen of Salem. Allen was 
transported by Air Ambulance to a Bend hospital where she was pronounced 
deceased.  / VETERANS, MENTAL HEALTH: The U.S. government is launching 
a national campaign aimed at reducing high suicide rates, particularly among 
veterans. Its message to the public during the coronavirus pandemic is to reach 
out to others, talk openly about mental health and acknowledge daily stresses in 
people’s lives. Known as REACH, the campaign is the core part of a $53 million, 
two-year effort announced by President Trump to reduce suicide. Starting today, 
digital ads will hit the internet with the key message that “suicide is preventable." 
The goal is to spur action not only by the government but also by businesses, 



schools, and nonprofits to overcome the stigma of discussing mental health. /  
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TRANBSPORTATION, SAFETY: The Oregon Department of Transportation sent 
up a drone over the Delta-Beltline construction project yesterday to offer an aerial 
view of that new left turn from the northbound Delta in eastbound Beltline. For the 
next six weeks, you will use a temporary left-turn lane and—since there is no 
traffic light—must watch for oncoming vehicles before you turn onto the on-ramp. 
Southbound Delta Highway travelers will see signs warning of the traffic change. 
Be especially cautious in the area as people get used to the change. The Beltline 
Highway/Delta Highway Interchange is being updated to improve safety by 
eliminating weaving and merging issues. Most work impacting traffic is done at 
night and on weekends.  / HEALTH: Lane County public health officials yesterday 
announced ten more cases of COVID-19, which brings our local total to 253. 
Forty-nine of those patients have active infections. One person remains 
hospitalized. County officials also announced a new workplace cluster: seven 
staff members at El Torito Grocery Store on Highway 99 in Eugene. Health 
investigators say the store management has been very cooperative and is 
following all recommended health procedures. There have been three local 
deaths tied to COVID-19 since mid-March. More than 27,000 Lane County 
residents have been tested for the coronavirus (27,085). County health officials 
say many of the recent cases have involved young adults who took part in end of 
the school year celebrations at house parties. But they say infections have begun 
to slow among the college-age clusters of people in their late teens and early 
20s—as well as some household and other close contacts who are older. Contact 
tracers say that, to date, none of Lane County’s confirmed cases have involved 
people who attended large gatherings such as protests or rallies. Health officials 
say the virus appears to be quickly dispersed in outside air, which reduces the 
risk of infection. ; Officials with the Oregon Health Authority say COVID-19 has 
claimed four more lives across the state, raising the overall death toll to 224. 
There were 217 new cases announced yesterday, bringing the total number of 
cases to 10,817 since late February. Among those who died: A 36-year-old man 
in Portland’s Multnomah County who was diagnosed five weeks ago and had 
underlying medical conditions. State health officials say they continue to see a 
surge in COVID-19 cases. Their analysis of last week’s notes that the 1,910 new 
cases between June 29 and July 5 were a 51 percent increase over the previous 
week. More than 275,000 people have been tested since the pandemic began. 
That includes the more than 32-thousand tests last week, five percent of which 



were positive for the coronavirus. Among Oregon patients with active cases this 
week, 188 are hospitalized with 57 of those are being treated in intensive-care 
units. Twenty-seven are on ventilators. / RACISM, CRIME: Eugene Police say it is 
being investigated as a possible hate crime. On Tuesday, someone defaced an 
historic marker at a Lane Transit District EmX (say: M-X) bus stop in West 
Eugene honoring one of Eugene’s early Black families. Investigators say 
someone used a marking pen to scrawl graffiti and an anti-Black slur across the 
plaque, which recognizes the efforts of Sam and Mattie Reynolds. Lane Transit 
workers removed the graffiti from the marker, which is located at the bus stop on 
West 11th Avenue near Bertlesen. The Reynolds moved to West Eugene in 1949, 
when local Black families were evicted from the north side of the Willamette River 
to make way for the new Ferry Street Bridge. Meantime, there was another Black 
Unity march last night. Organizers said hundreds showed up for the peaceful 
march through downtown Springfield. / RACIAL JUSTICE, BUSINESS: Across 
the country, close to 1,000 breweries are taking part in a effort to promote racial 
justice. They’re sharing a recipe for an Imperial Stout with the name, “Black is 
Beautiful.” Here in Lane County, Claim 52 Brewing partnered with Farmers’ Union 
Coffee—which roasted a special batch of beans to add to the mix. Claim 52 
began tapping kegs and selling cans yesterday. All proceeds from sales of Claim 
52’s version of “Black is Beautiful” , are being donated to the local chapter of the 
NAACP and the “Know Your Rights Camp” founded by Colin Kaepernick. / LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, RACIAL JUSTICE: What are the costs of weeks of 
intermittent rioting in downtown Portland? Authorities say downtown businesses 
alone sustained about $23 million in damages and lost customers because of 
violent nightly protests. Portland Police officials say most demonstrations are 
peaceful. But they say a group of violent agitators are continuing to clash with 
officers. Protesters have demonstrated for 41 consecutive nights following the 
police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, and they are increasingly focusing 
their actions on federal properties. Authorities have declared riots several times 
and used tear gas to disperse demonstrators. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: A steep 
drop in lottery funds due to the COVID-19 crisis has killed the sale of $273 million 
in state bonds to help pay for 37 major projects in Oregon. The Bulletin analyzed 
the list and among those projects in the group was $15 million in bond sale 
proceeds earmarked for the Eugene YMCA. To sell bonds, the state must show a 
4-to-1 ratio between forecast Lottery Fund revenue and the amount of debt in the 
bonds. But with plummeting revenues amid the pandemic, state and lottery 
officials say the ratio is far lower than that—a bit over 3-to-1. Lottery officials said 
earlier this month that sales are down 90 percent. Lottery bonds are authorized to 
be sold as a package, so individual projects cannot be separated for individual 
bond sales. Backers say it is “all or nothing” and that the sale will need to wait 
until revenues improve. / CRIME: Officials yesterday released the name of the 
man who was killed in a shooting Sunday at a residence in the River Road Area. 
They say he was 62-year-old Thomas Robert Michaud. Sheriff’s investigators say 
he was fatally shot by 59-year-old Martin Joyce, who was arrested for Murder 
after the Sunday evening incident on Smithoak Street. Investigators say they 
were among three men who shared the residence and who were engaged in a 
physical dispute over living arrangements just prior to the shooting. /  
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HEALTH: New daily records for COVID-19 infections in Lane County. Officials say 
18 more people have confirmed or presumptive cases, bringing the county total to 
271 since early March. Experts say 206 people have recovered over the past few 
months, 65 recently diagnosed patients have active infections. But our local 
hospitalization rate remains low: Only one person currently is hospitalized, the 
remaining cases involve people who are being monitored while they are sick at 
home. There have been three local deaths tied to COVID-19 since mid-March. 
More than 27,600 Lane County residents have been tested for the coronavirus 
(27,601). Among the trends: Travel-related infections are climbing as the summer 
vacation season continues. Last week, county officials said those cases 
accounted for 10 percent of the local total. This week, they are up to 20 percent. 
Some of those infections are being transmitted by people visiting friends and 
family who are coming from states with coronavirus hotspots, including Texas, 
Arizona and California. Officials are seeing increases in “household transmission”: 
If a newly diagnosed patient lives in a home with two or three other people, they 
are seeing at least one if not more people in that home fall ill. There also has 
been a rise in “small group” transmissions—where perhaps a handful of people 
from different households get together to socialize. Experts say this sometimes is 
taking place indoors in small rooms. Larger rooms or gathering outdoors can help 
reduce the risk of the virus’ spread. But whether you’re indoors or out, continue to 
use your face masks and stay at least six feet away from people who are not part 
of your household. There continue to be cases of “workplace transmission”—not 
so much between workers and customers but between workers, themselves. 
Health experts the employees in these cases are wearing masks while on the 
clock, but when they are taking their breaks or lunch breaks, they are removing 
their face masks and failing to stay more than six feet from one-another. The 
transmission often happens in small breakrooms and other close quarters. They 
say that was the case with this week’s cluster at a grocery store on Highway 99: 
There was no evidence of public exposure, only transmission among workers. 
The virus continues to spread among young adults and teens. Officials say 45 
percent of Lane County’s cases are among that age group. Many of those recent 
cases involved end-of-the-school year house parties. But they say that outbreak 
is slowing and that they only added one case to that cluster this week, bringing 
the total to 52. Health investigators thanked the University of Oregon and Lane 
Community College for sharing prevention information with their students. They 



say preventing those sorts of infections will help determine how successfully 
those institutions can reopen in the fall. Close to 31 percent of local cases are 
among the Latinx community. Many of those are related to workplace clusters. 
Lane County on Wednesday held a testing event in Cottage Grove for members 
of the Latinx community. Another testing event for the Latinx community takes 
place Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the parking lot outside West Eugene’s 
Kennedy Middle School at 2200 Bailey Hill Road. Lane County Public Health has 
scheduled another free rural public testing event for Thursday, July 16. This one 
takes place in Cottage Grove at the Cottage Grove Health Hob on East Main 
Street. This is part of the continuing effort to determine how much the virus has 
spread outside the metro area. Priority is being given to front-line medical 
workers, first responders, and those who have had to work throughout the 
pandemic—including grocery and gas stations workers, baristas, and others. 
Testing is free, but please bring your insurance card if you have one. That can 
help the county get reimbursed for at least some of the cost of the test. Those 
funds then can be used to help conduct future public testing. The county also 
plans to hold free testing events in the Eugene-Springfield area. The dates and 
locations will be announced next week. Health investigators say that, to date, 
none of Lane County’s confirmed cases have involved people who attended large 
gatherings such as protests or rallies. Health officials say the virus appears to be 
quickly dispersed in outside air, which reduces the risk of infection. ; Oregon 
smashed its previous daily record for COVID-19 cases on Thursday with 389 new 
diagnoses and six deaths. The number of cases was the highest seen in the state 
since the start of the pandemic, according to the Oregon Health Authority, and 
brings total cases statewide to 11,188. There have been at least 230 deaths. 
State health officials attributed the high numbers to workplace outbreaks and 
community spread. They also continued to warn about concerning upticks in 
positive COVID-19 tests in rural counties. On Thursday, for example, Eastern 
Oregon’s Umatilla County reported 55 new cases for a total of 938. Fourteen 
people are hospitalized in the county, which includes the cities of Pendleton and 
Hermiston, and seven have died. Many of those cases come from an outbreak at 
a potato processing facility. In Southeastern Oregon’s Malheur County, there 
were 31 new cases announced Thursday for a total of more than 200 since the 
pandemic began. Malheur County is one of eight on the state’s “watch list” 
because of the rapid spread of the coronavirus, having seen its patient numbers 
triple since June 23. Among Oregon patients with active cases this week, 192 are 
hospitalized with 59 of those are being treated in intensive-care units. Twenty-five 
are on ventilators. More than 281,000 people have been tested for the 
coronavirus since the pandemic began. / HEALTH SPORTS: A marquee game in 
the Oregon Ducks fall football schedule is being canceled because of the 
pandemic. Officials with the Big Ten Conference yesterday announced that they 
will attempt to play a conference-only schedule this fall. That means the 
September 12 contest between the Ducks and the Buckeyes at Autzen Stadium 
in Eugene is off the calendar. On Wednesday evening, Ohio State officials 
announced a pause in voluntary workouts for seven sports, including football, 
after testing revealed COVID-19 cases among athletes and staff. Ohio State’s 
athletic director told reporters he was, quote, “very concerned,” about whether 
there would be a college football season this fall. Pac-12 officials reportedly also 
are considering conference-only schedules for this fall. Oregon athletics officials 



say they will work to reschedule the September 12 game. Oregon still is 
scheduled to meet at Ohio State on Sept. 11, 2021, in Columbus, Ohio. In 
January of 2015, the two teams last met in the first-ever College Football Playoff 
championship game. Ohio State won that contest, but the Ducks have been 
itching for a rematch. / GOVERNMENT, EMPLOYMENT, LOW-INCOME, 
HEALTH: It is still just a proposal, but it could be big topic of discussion when a 
group of state lawmakers take part in Tuesday’s Legislative Emergency Board 
meeting. Alarmed that close to 70,000 Oregonians have applied for but still not 
received their initial unemployment benefits under a new federal program aimed 
at self-employed, contract and “gig” workers, Democratic legislative leaders 
yesterday unveiled a proposal that would send $500 to each of those still waiting. 
They would use $35 million in federal pandemic relief funds. The proposal comes 
as many jobless workers struggle to put food on the table and pay rent. The 
federal “Pandemic Unemployment Assistance or “PUA” program was created by 
Congress in late March to provide benefits to those self-employed, contract and 
“gig” workers. But it took more than one month for programmers to incorporate 
the new program into the Employment Department’s aging computer system. On 
Wednesday, the agency’s interim director acknowledged it was taking longer than 
expected to work through the backlog because of the complexity of some of the 
claims. He hopes employment specialists will resolve all outstanding claims by 
August 8 but added that is an aggressive target. Oregon House Speaker Tina 
Kotek said people need help now while the Employment Department continues to 
process the backlogged claims. Senate President Peter Courtney added that the 
plan isn’t a fix but a Band-Aid. The proposal would direct Oregon’s Department of 
Administrative Services to develop a simple process where Oregonians who have 
been waiting for benefits could apply. The agency would issue a one-time $500 
emergency relief check to those individuals that would not be linked to their future 
benefits. ; The Oregon Employment Department launched a new informational 
website today. Officials hope it will improve customer service for the record 
number of people applying for and receiving unemployment benefits. The new 
site, unemployment.oregon.gov , is designed to help Oregonians more easily find 
information on the new programs created by the federal CARES Act, as well as 
whether they might qualify for unemployment benefits, how to apply, and what’s 
different during the pandemic. Highlights of the new site include: A contact form 
for those who have been waiting the longest to have their claims resolved; Links 
to resources for those waiting for unemployment benefits which includes possible 
help with paying for rent, utilities, health coverage, or groceries; An Eligibility Quiz 
to help applicants determine for which programs they qualify; Step-by-step videos 
and guides for how to apply for regular Unemployment Insurance (UI) and 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) benefits; Information about new 
federal CARES Act benefit programs; Resources for employers about the Work 
Share program, reopening their businesses, and more; A list of Frequently Asked 
Questions, which will be updated weekly. Some of the content on 
https://unemployment.oregon.gov/ existed on the Employment Department’s 
original COVID-19 webpage, but much of it is new. Over the coming days and 
weeks, the Department will add more content and features. / RECREATION, 
YOUTH, COMMUNITY, LOW-INCOME: Do you have a bike collecting dust in 
your garage that your kids have outgrown or that you’re no longer using? Here’s a 
chance to donate it and help a child. Local non-profit “Free Bikes 4 Kidz – 



Eugene-Springfield” is hosting a bike donation event today from noon to 7 p.m. 
today at Berg’s Ski Shop in Eugene. That’s at 367 West 13th Avenue in Eugene. 
This is a chance to help get children outdoors and improve their health and 
mental well-being. The group is accepting “gently-used bicycles” that will be 
refurbished by volunteers before being distributed. Any missing or broken parts 
such as chains or cables are replaced, and a certified bike mechanic inspects the 
bike to guarantee each bike is safe to ride before it is given away. “Free Bikes 4 
Kidz” then will coordinate with local non-profits and community organizations to 
distribute the bicycles over the next two months. Learn more at 
https://fb4keugene-springfield.org/ The group also is recruiting additional 
volunteers, especially those who can help clean and maintain donated bicycles or 
assist the group with donations and other tasks. Email info@fb4keugene-
springfield.org for more information. / CRIME: (SPD) – A 31-year-old Springfield 
man is under arrest after being taken into custody on a robbery warrant. But 
investigators say Phillip John Fonseca also assaulted a police officer early this 
morning and faces additional charges of Resisting Arrest and Interfering With 
Police. The incident took place at 54th and Main Streets in Springfield shortly after 
12:30 this morning, when an officer stopped Fonseca for being a potentially 
impaired driver. According to investigators, Fonseca told the officer he thought 
there was a warrant for his arrest. There was. But after being told he was being 
arrested and ordered to exit the vehicle, police say Fonseca refused and rolled up 
his window. Additional officers responded and police say Fonseca eventually 
exited the vehicle, but then dove back inside reaching for what investigators later 
determined was a replica gun. As one officer attempted to pull Fonseca out of the 
vehicle, investigators say Fonseca turned and punched the officer in his left eye, 
causing blurred vision as it quickly swelled shut. That is when Springfield Police 
deployed a K9 to assist with the arrest, Officials say it still took a minute to get a 
resistant Fonseca in handcuffs. The suspect was treated at the hospital, then 
taken to the Lane County Jail. The Officer is being treated at the hospital. / LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE, CRIME, GOVERNMENT: About six weeks 
into his job as Portland’s police chief, Chuck Lovell has decided to boost the 
Police Bureau’s Community Engagement Division. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report it will have a captain overseeing one sergeant and five officers 
starting in August. Lovell previously worked as the captain of community 
engagement and had one officer in the approximately 950-member force. Lovell 
said Thursday he hopes the additional officers will allow for a “more robust 
capability to connect with the community.” ; The driver of a vehicle fired several 
shots from a handgun into the air after a verbal confrontation with protesters in 
Portland. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports the incident early Thursday was 
caught on video from multiple angles and shared on social media. Videos show 
the person in the car surrounded by demonstrators near the burnt remains of 
downtown Portland's iconic Elk Fountain. In the footage, some protesters call for 
others to clear the street to let the car leave as others speak to the driver through 
an open window. As the driver starts to leave, a handgun can be seen emerging 
from the driver's side window and at least five gunshots are heard. ; Protesters 
who have clashed with authorities in Portland are not just facing off with local 
police. They are also coming up against federal officers whose presence in the 
city reflects a new priority for the Department of Homeland Security: preventing 
what President Trump calls "violent mayhem." DHS has deployed officers in 



tactical gear from around the country under an executive order to protect federal 
property and monuments. The deployment seems to have helped ease violence 
in Portland, but it has raised questions about whether DHS is using its vast 
resources to help with the president's law-and-order themed campaign. ; Another 
class-action lawsuit has been filed against the city of Portland, marking the third 
such lawsuit filed related to the use of force and munitions at protests that began 
after the police killing of George Floyd. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports 
the class-action complaint named three plaintiffs, Robert Evans, Bea Lake and 
Sadie Oliver-Grey, and contains allegations including assault, battery, negligence, 
false arrest, and intentional infliction of emotional distress. The suit asks the court 
to find the plaintiffs within their rights and to order police to stop brutalizing and 
unlawfully arresting protesters. /  
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HEALTH: Lane County public health officials tallied 21 new confirmed or 
presumptive cases of COVID-19 over the weekend. That brings the local total to 
305 since early March. Experts say 253 people have recovered over the past few 
months. But 52 recently diagnosed patients have active infections. Three people 
are hospitalized. The remaining 49 are monitored while they are sick at home. 
There have been three local deaths tied to COVID-19 since mid-March. More 
than 27,900 Lane County residents have been tested for the coronavirus 
(27,961). On Friday, Health officials said they were investigating two new cases 
involving people who work at Avamere Riverpark, a skilled nursing and 
rehabilitation center located at 425 Alexander Loop in Eugene. But they added 
that neither individual provides direct patient care and said managers of the 
facility have been working with Lane County Public Health and are following 
public health recommendations. The county also plans to hold free testing events 
in the Eugene-Springfield area starting this week and will announce those dates 
and locations soon. In the meantime, two more rural testing events take place this 
week: Tomorrow—Tuesday, July 14—there is a free rural public testing event in 
Lowell. It takes place in the parking lot of the Library at 70 North Pioneer street in 
Lowell. The event begins at 1:30 p.m. and continues through 4:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday. On Thursday, July 16, there is a free rural public testing event in 
Cottage Grove at the Cottage Grove Health Hub on East Main Street. It begins at 
4 p.m. and continues until 7 p.m. Both events are part of the continuing effort to 
determine how much the virus has spread outside the metro area. Priority is being 
given to front-line medical workers, first responders, and those who have had to 
work throughout the pandemic—including grocery and gas stations workers, 
baristas, and others. Testing is free, but please bring your insurance card if you 
have one. That can help the county get reimbursed for at least some of the cost of 
the test. Those funds then can be used to help conduct future public testing. ; 
State health officials announced 409 new COVID-19 cases on Saturday and 332 
on Sunday for a combined 741 new cases over the weekend. There also were 
two new deaths. That brings the total number of cases since late February to 
11,454 with 232 deaths. Among Oregon patients with active cases, 208 are 
hospitalized with 56 of those are being treated in intensive-care units. Thirty are 
on ventilators. Unlike some hard-hit states in the Sunbelt, we continue to have 
good hospital and intensive-care unit capacity and a strong supply of available 
ventilators. More than 286,000 people have been tested for the coronavirus since 



the pandemic began. ; How is the coronavirus spreading in Oregon? State 
officials say some of the more common recent cases have resulted from social 
gatherings where people did not wear masks or physically distance. In June, 
those included some graduation and end-of-the-school-year parties. But they are 
also seeing cases resulting from birthday parties and wedding receptions, 
bachelor parties and exercise classes. Some of the new infections are among 
younger adults who generally have milder cases. But state health officials remain 
concerned about the risk of spreading the virus to older adults who are more 
prone to complications. On Friday, state health officials encouraged those 
planning parties and other gatherings during the next three weeks to limit group 
sizes to ten. The state’s Phase two rules allow larger gatherings of up to 100 
people indoors and 250 people outdoors. They emphasize that wearing masks 
and physically distancing is important and shared the example of a baseball 
tournament in Roseburg over the July 4th holiday weekend: A team from Newberg 
was among those taking part. Later, eight players and coaches tested positive for 
the coronavirus and officials with the Oregon Health Authority say they have now 
directly tied 20 cases to that group’s trip to Douglas County. ; The 
recommendation for people to reduce group sizes to ten or fewer over the next 
three weeks came after new computer modeling for Oregon was released late last 
week. It concludes that COVID-19 will rapidly spread throughout the state if 
people do not take added precautions—more rapidly than expected since 
reopening. They say in the “best case” scenario, people limit the size of their 
gatherings, wear masks and practice physical distancing. The computer model 
predicts that will lead to 10-percentage point decrease in infections over the next 
month and cut hospitalizations in half. But if some Oregonians continue to ignore 
those safety guidelines, the model assumes transmission rates stay the same and 
that daily infections triple over the next month with a similar increase in COVID-19 
hospitalizations over the next 30 days. / BUSINESS, HEALTH: A new effort to 
help Lane County’s small businesses during the pandemic. The county and 
Community Lending Works are partnering with the cities of Coburg, Cottage 
Grove, Creswell, Eugene, Florence, Lowell, Springfield, and Veneta. Together 
they have secured $225,000 from Business Oregon for small-business grants. 
The cities of Lowell, Cottage Grove, Creswell, Florence, and Veneta have kicked 
in a combined $60,000 on top of that, so the fund stands at $285,000. The grant 
amounts will range from $2,500 to $25,000 and may be used for business-related 
operating expenses. Businesses that qualify for the funding are those that have 
25 or fewer employees, including sole proprietors and business owners with 
Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers. They must be businesses that did 
NOT receive federal CARES Act funding, including through the Small Business 
Administration's Paycheck Protection Program, Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
Emergency Advance program, or other federal emergency pandemic programs. 
Eligible businesses interested in applying need to take the first step by midnight 
tonight (Monday, July 13) to pre-register. A random lottery will select those who 
receive the grants and Community LendingWorks will work with each business to 
help them complete their funding application. Go 
to https://communitylendingworks.org/emergency-grants/ to submit your business’ 
pre-registration form. ; You will be seeing more outdoor seating at Springfield 
restaurants and other businesses in the coming weeks and months. Under a 
temporary change approved this month by the Springfield City Council, 



businesses may apply for permits for the temporary expansion of their outdoor 
seating into adjacent parking, sidewalk, and landscape areas within the City’s 
right-of-way. Permit application fees are being waived. It is part of an effort to help 
Springfield businesses continue to attract customers and allow plenty of physical 
distancing. Health experts say the virus is less likely to spread outdoors because 
even slight breezes help disperse it. Want to learn more about the program and 
application process? Go to https://www.springfield-or.gov/city/development-
public-works/applications-licenses-and-permits/miscellaneous-permits-and-
applications/ For additional information, contact Springfield Economic 
Development Manager Courtney Griesel at 541-726-7132 or 
cgriesel@springfield-or.gov. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Now that the Pac-12 
Conference has followed the Big 10’s lead and announced that member schools 
will attempt to play a conference-only schedule this fall, there’s a lot of 
speculation about what that season will look like. Some athletic directors across 
the country have said they doubt there will even be a season if COVID-19 cases 
continue to grow across the U.S. Last week, the Ivy League canceled its fall 
sports schedule. Earlier this spring, there was informal discussion in the Pac-12 
and other conferences about whether the fall calendar was even practical and 
whether they should instead look at moving fall sports to early next year, perhaps 
with a February start. But that could put football games in direct competition with 
men and women’s basketball games for broadcast slots—a big source of revenue 
for athletic departments. / RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Not a lot of 
detail about how they got into trouble but there was a pair of water rescues on 
Saturday, one of which involved 17 people. Eugene Springfield Fire's Water 
Rescue crews were joined by teams from the Lane County Sheriff’s Office and 
Pleasant Hill-Goshen Fire on both incidents. The big one happened around 5 p.m. 
Saturday evening. Crews dispatched two rescue boats to Springfield’s Clearwater 
Landing after receiving a call that 17 people had experienced a mishap while 
floating on the Willamette River. They were stranded on a nearby island in the 
river with no safe way to get to shore. Crews rescued all 17 with four of those 
people sent to local hospitals for treatment of what were described as “minor 
traumatic injuries.” Then on Saturday night at 11 p.m., crews responded farther 
upriver to the Wheeler Road area of the Willamette River after receiving a report 
about an injured and hypothermic person who was stuck on an island. Because it 
was nighttime, water levels were low and there were unfamiliar and uncharted 
obstacles, crews could not safely launch a rescue boat and instead devised a 
plan to use the team's inflatable craft to retrieve the person who was taken to the 
hospital. Marine safety experts and rescue teams say this is another reminder 
that rivers provide wonderful places to relax and play but can be hazardous, as 
well. Make sure you and everyone in your boating or floating party have proper 
safety equipment. Also, share your plans with trusted friends or relatives so 
someone calls for help if you are late returning. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, 
COMMUNITY: Experts say the Pacific Northwest could be in for a busy wildfire 
season this summer. The American Red Cross is recruiting volunteers to help in 
our local communities. Officials with the disaster relief agency say the pandemic 
will make it challenging to deploy trained disaster volunteers from other parts of 
the country should a large emergency occur in Oregon. That means more local 
volunteers might be needed and now is the time to train. SHELTER HELP 
NEEDED: There is a special need for volunteers to support sheltering efforts. 



Because of COVID-19, the Red Cross is placing those needing a safe place to 
stay in emergency hotel lodging when possible. If hotel stays are not possible, 
then the Red Cross will open traditional shelters. To help keep people safe, the 
agency has put additional precautions in place and developed special training 
curriculum. The Red Cross needs volunteers to help staff shelter reception, 
registration, feeding, dormitory, information collection and other vital tasks to help 
those we serve. HEALTH SERVICES SUPPORT NEEDED: If you are an RN, 
LPN, LVN, APRN, NP, EMT, paramedic, MD/DO or PA with an active, current, 
and unencumbered license, the Red Cross needs your support. Volunteers are 
needed in shelters to help assess people’s health. Daily observation and health 
screening for COVID-19-like illness among shelter residents may also be 
required. RNs supervise all clinical tasks. Roles are also available for Certified 
Nursing Assistants, Certified Home Health Aides, student nurses and medical 
students. We need volunteers who can provide care as delegated by a licensed 
nurse in shelters. This could include assisting with activities of daily living, 
personal assistance services, providing health education and helping to replace 
medications, durable medical equipment, or consumable medical supplies. 
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING? Go to redcross.org/volunteertoday or 
contact the Red Cross region office at volunteer.cascades@redcross.org / 
HEALTH, RECREATION, ELDERS, YOUTH, COMMUNITY: Springfield’s 
Willamalane Park & Recreation District reopens its Adult Activity Center this 
morning. The center is located at 215 W. C St. in Springfield. Capacity will be 
limited but the reopening will allow the center to host popular wellness programs 
and supportive services. These programs will require advance registration and, to 
create physical distance, some will take place in spaces that might normally be 
used for meetings. For now, the lobby at Willamalane’s Adult Activity Center will 
remain closed to drop-ins, casual gatherings, and social programs. Seniors and 
vulnerable populations at risk for severe complications from COVID-19 are still 
recommended to stay home when possible. And while many are eager to get out 
and take part in group activities, Willamalane is also promoting its new eSports 
Club. The club is designed to offer a friendly, all-ages community of gamers who 
learn, develop skills, form teams, and compete together. Organizers say there 
has never been a better time to be a gamer. They say the new Willamalane 
eSports Club is an opportunity to build friendships, develop teamwork and 
decision-making skills, and can even lead to collegiate scholarships and careers. 
Interested community members can sign up for a free Esports Club membership 
at willamalane.org/esports / LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, RACIAL JUSTICE: 
Federal law enforcement officers used tear gas and crowd-control munitions on 
people protesting near Portland’s federal courthouse during a protest that started 
Saturday night, Portland police said. Oregon Public Broadcasting reports that 
friends and family of a demonstrator say a 26-year-old man was struck in the 
head and injured by an impact munition fired by authorities. The man’s mother 
said he suffered facial and skull fractures. He came out of surgery early Sunday 
morning and was responding to doctors. Video posted to social media showed the 
man apparently being struck in the head after holding a speaker aloft. Officials 
with the Portland Police Bureau said federal officers at the U.S. Courthouse 
asked for help from city police at about 2 a.m. Sunday after protesters resisted 
arrest and threw bottles. Announcements were made for protesters to leave the 
area, and the crowd dispersed around 3:20 a.m. Police said fires were started in 



trash cans and dumpsters, but no buildings were threatened. One person was 
arrested on suspicion of unlawfully pointing a laser. Last week Portland Police 
said an “agitator corps” of violent protesters are responsible for vandalism and 
chaos in the city. They said those agitators were not part of the Black Lives Matter 
protests, which officials said were not violent. On Friday, one person was taken 
into custody after hitting a federal officer in the head and shoulder with a hammer 
during a protest at the nearby Edith Green-Wendell Wyatt Federal Building. No 
details were released about the officer’s injuries. Several other people accused of 
pointing lasers into the eyes of federal officers were also taken into custody. 
Federal officers also used tear gas during that protest. The Department of 
Homeland Security has deployed officers in tactical gear from around the country, 
and from more than a half-dozen federal law enforcement agencies and 
departments, to Portland as part of a surge aimed at what a senior official said 
were people taking advantage of demonstrations over the police killing of George 
Floyd to engage in violence and vandalism. In a statement, Governor Kate Brown 
called for federal officials to scale back their response to the protests, which have 
roiled Oregon’s largest city for six weeks following the death of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis. She called Saturday night into Sunday’s morning’s clashes “tragic 
but avoidable.” /  
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HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, SAFETY, COMMUNITY, BUSINESS: Oregon 
Governor Kate Brown on Monday announced two new statewide COVID-19 
safety mandates: a ban on indoor social gatherings of more than 10 people; and a 
requirement that people wear face coverings outside if they cannot physically 
distance from people who are not members of their household. The rules come as 
the state’s coronavirus case count continues to escalate. Oregon reported more 
cases last week than it did during the entire month of May. Brown warned that 
she and leaders of the Oregon Health Authority are sounding the alarm that 
COVID-19 is spreading rapidly across the state and that we are at risk of allowing 
the virus to spiral out of control. Another 280 cases were announced on Monday, 
bringing Oregon’s total since late February to 12,438. State health officials said 
three more Oregonians have died, raising the death toll to 237. Recent 
projections by the Oregon Health Authority predict that at the current pace, the 
estimated number of new daily, confirmed infections could reach anywhere from 
1,100 to 3,600 in the coming weeks. Calling those “troubling trends” Brown 
announced that beginning Wednesday, people must wear a face covering while 
outside if they cannot remain six feet apart from others or if they are with people 
who are not part of their household. Currently, Oregonians only are required to 
wear masks at indoor public spaces such as grocery stores, shops, and 
restaurants. In addition, Brown and state health officials announced limits on 
indoor social gatherings of 10. But she made it clear that the social gathering limit 
does NOT apply to churches and businesses. Patrick Allen, the director of the 
Oregon Health Authority, said much of the spread in Oregon is due to workplace 
outbreaks and living facilities such as nursing homes. But many recent cases are 
tied to social gatherings, such as graduation parties, bachelor and bachelorette 
parties, and exercise classes. One-third of the state’s cases now are among 
people under the age of 30. For most people, the new coronavirus causes mild or 
moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. 
For some — especially older adults and people with existing health problems — it 
can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia, and death. Brown said she 
is NOT making the decision to close businesses at this time — which happened 
during the spring. But she it could happen if case numbers do not improve. The 
new computer modeling concludes that COVID-19 will rapidly spread throughout 
the state if people do not take added precautions. In the “best case” scenario, 
people limit the size of their gatherings, wear masks and practice physical 



distancing. The computer model predicts that will lead to 10-percentage point 
decrease in infections over the next month and cut hospitalizations in half. But if 
some Oregonians continue to ignore those safety guidelines, the model assumes 
transmission rates stay the same and that daily infections triple over the next 
month with a similar increase in COVID-19 hospitalizations over the next 30 days. 
While the state has cited some businesses for violating current requirements, 
Brown said the state will not be taking on the role of “party police” but that officials 
instead are relying on people to follow the new restrictions on their own. Also on 
Monday, state health officials reported an outbreak at the Snake River 
Correctional Institution in Malheur County, which is in southeast Oregon and 
borders Idaho. Officials linked 102 cases, including staffers and some members 
of their households. But yesterday’s number only reflects Oregon cases and does 
not include any patients who might live across the border in Idaho. ; State health 
officials announced 280 new COVID-19 cases yesterday and three more deaths. 
That brings the total number of cases since late February to 12,438 with 237 
deaths. Among Oregon patients with active cases, 246 are hospitalized with 67 of 
those are being treated in intensive-care units. Thirty-five are on ventilators. 
Officials say we continue to have good hospital and intensive-care unit capacity 
and a strong supply of available ventilators. More than 300,000 people have been 
tested for the coronavirus since the pandemic began. ; Lane County is beginning 
its free testing events in the Eugene-Springfield area. The first takes place 
tomorrow and is for “frontline workers”: These are workers who have been serving 
the public throughout the outbreak. Examples include grocery store workers, gas 
station attendants, customer service representatives, bus drivers, food and coffee 
servers, retail workers, or anyone who has a public-facing job but does not have 
access to ongoing testing. The event is NOT designed to serve individuals who 
are already being regularly tested as part of their employment, which includes 
many first responders and many healthcare workers. Lane County Public Health 
will conduct its Frontline Worker testing event tomorrow (Wednesday) from 1-5 
PM at the Lane Events Center Parking Lot at 796 West 13th Avenue in Eugene. 
Additional testing opportunities in Eugene-Springfield will be announced soon. 
Another rural testing event takes place later this week. On Thursday, July 16, 
there is a free rural public testing event in Cottage Grove at the Cottage Grove 
Health Hub on East Main Street. It begins at 4 p.m. and continues until 7 p.m. 
Next Tuesday, July 21, there also is a free rural public testing event in Lowell. It 
was postponed from this week. The event takes place in the parking lot of the 
Library at 70 North Pioneer Street in Lowell. The event begins at 1:30 p.m. and 
continues through 4:30 p.m. Both events are part of the continuing effort to 
determine how much the virus has spread outside the metro area. Priority is being 
given to front-line medical workers, first responders, and those who have had to 
work throughout the pandemic—including grocery and gas stations workers, 
baristas, and others. Testing is free, but please bring your insurance card if you 
have one. That can help the county get reimbursed for at least some of the cost of 
the test. Those funds then can be used to help conduct future public testing.  ; 
Lane County public health officials tallied four more confirmed or presumptive 
cases of COVID-19 yesterday. That brings the local total to 309 since early 
March. Experts say 264 people have recovered over the past few months. But 45 
recently diagnosed patients have active infections. Three people remain 
hospitalized. The remaining 42 are being monitored while they are sick at home. 



There have been three local deaths tied to COVID-19 since mid-March. More 
than 29,000 Lane County residents have been tested for the coronavirus 
(29,284). / CRIME: A 20-year-old man faces charges of Attempted Murder, 
Assault, and Unlawful Use of a Weapon after he allegedly tried to cut his 
roommate’s throat. Springfield Police say it happened yesterday afternoon shortly 
after 1:30 p.m. at an apartment in the 1000 block of “R” Street. The victim said he 
was taking part in an online meeting on Zoom when Joseph Ruiz Wolf came 
downstairs holding a knife in his hand. The victim told investigators that Wolf 
never said a word as he tried to slash the man’s throat, cutting him on the chin 
instead. The two struggled and the victim said he was able to kick Wolf in the 
face, escape the apartment, and that Wolf moments later walked out of the 
apartment and down “R” Street. Police say they arrested Wolf early this morning. 
He had been spotted walking in the 2200 block of Debra Street before 
disappearing. Officers with the help of a police dog found him hiding in a backyard 
in the 2200 block of nearby Rose Blossom Street. He was arrested and jailed. / 
HEALTH, EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT, LEGAL ISSUES: The University of 
Oregon is the lead plaintiff in a suit asking the federal courts to prevent the 
government from revoking visas of international students whose studies will be 
entirely online in the fall. Oregon State University is joining the U-of-O and 18 
other institutions in the suit, which was filed Monday in U.S. District Court in 
Eugene. Seventeen states have filed a similar lawsuit against the Trump 
administration. Harvard, M.I.T., the University of California system and Johns 
Hopkins University, also have filed litigation to block the action. Under the new 
federal immigration guidelines, international students would be forced to leave the 
U.S. or transfer to another college if their schools offer classes entirely online this 
fall but would instead have to attend some classes in-person. Opponents say the 
new rules create a dilemma for thousands of international students who became 
stranded in the U.S. last spring after the coronavirus forced their schools to move 
teaching online. Many colleges depend on tuition revenue from international 
students, who typically pay higher tuition rates. Nearly 400,000 people received 
international student visas in the 12-month period that ended Sept. 30. / 
HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, HEALTH: Lane County is preparing to distribute 
another round of state renter relief money. Starting tomorrow—Wednesday, July 
15, at 9:00 a.m., the county begins accepting applications. The application 
window closes at 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, July 22. You may go to a Lane 
County webpage to you determine whether you are eligible at 
www.lanecounty.org/rent A total of $5.1 million is available. The funding was 
provided by the federal COVID-19 CARES Act through the State of Oregon’s 
COVID-19 Rent Relief Program. Eligible households that complete an application 
will be selected for funding via a lottery for expenses going back to March 1st. To 
be eligible for rent assistance, you must be renting a unit located in Lane County 
and there must be an active rental agreement or lease in your name. You must be 
able to document: A loss of income as a direct result of COVID-19; --OR-- have 
compromised health status or an elevated risk of infection and vulnerability to 
impacts to your health related to COVID-19 under which a loss of housing would 
place your health in jeopardy. Your household income must be at or below 80 
percent of the Lane County’s Area Median Income Level (AMI). Rent assistance 
can be used for rent payments and arrearages, manufactured home rental space 
(“lot rents”), housing relocation assistance and more. Applicants must complete 



the application online at www.lanecounty.org/rent or by calling Lane County’s 
non-emergency COVID-19 call center at 541-682-1380 (online is preferred). 
Eligible applications selected by lottery will be forwarded to the agency requested 
by the applicant. The agency will follow up with the renter to process the 
application and distribute funds directly to landlords or utility companies. / 
BUSINESS, HEALTH: How popular is that new effort to help Lane County’s small 
businesses during the pandemic? Pre-registration for the small business grants 
was set to close last night at midnight and by midday Monday the program 
already had 350 applications. Lane County and Community Lending Works are 
partnering with the cities of Coburg, Cottage Grove, Creswell, Eugene, Florence, 
Lowell, Springfield, and Veneta. They and Business Oregon have put together 
$285,000 for small-business grants. The grant amounts will range from $2,500 to 
$25,000 and may be used for business-related operating expenses. Businesses 
that qualify for the funding are those that have 25 or fewer employees, including 
sole proprietors and business owners with Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Numbers. They must be businesses that did NOT receive federal CARES Act 
funding, including through the Small Business Administration's Paycheck 
Protection Program, Economic Injury Disaster Loan Emergency Advance 
program, or other federal emergency pandemic programs. CRIME, RACIAL 
JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT: A Texas man has been charged with 
assaulting a U.S. Marshals’ Service deputy with a construction hammer during 
weekend protests at Portland’s federal courthouse. Investigators say 23-year-old 
Jacob Michael Gaines has been living in an RV parked in Portland but was 
arrested during Saturday’s early-morning protest as he allegedly tried to breach a 
barricaded entrance to the courthouse. According to court documents, as federal 
law enforcement tried to detain him, Gaines struck a U.S. Marshals Service 
deputy three times with the hammer. The deputy deflected the blows to prevent 
serious injury, but in process was struck in the left shoulder, lower neck, and 
upper back. For several weeks, the Hatfield Federal Courthouse has been a 
repeated target of vandalism during evening protests and riots, sustaining 
extensive damage. ; The U.S. Marshals Service is investigating after a protester 
was critically injured after being hit in the head by a less-lethal round fired by a 
federal officer. Oregon's top federal prosecutor said the investigation will be 
reviewed by the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of the Inspector General. 
Bystander video shows protester Donovan LaBella collapsing and bleeding 
profusely after a federal officer outside Portland's federal courthouse fired at him. 
LaBella was standing with his arms in the air holding a large speaker when he 
was hit. ; Oregon has released a list of people who have been banned from 
working in law enforcement in the state over the past 50 years. The 1,700 names 
were released as part of a new law that shares a statewide online public database 
of records for officers whose certification has been revoked or suspended. Other 
states are moving in the same direction, but the United States lacks an official 
national database. /  
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GOVERNMENT, EMPLOYMENT, LOW-INCOME, HEALTH, COMMUNITY, 
HOUSING: An Oregon legislative committee on Tuesday unanimously approved 
the distribution of one-time $500 relief checks to people who are still waiting for 
unemployment benefits. But when and how the payment program will operate is 
still a work in progress. The $35 million program, which could reach up to 70,000 
people, was approved by the Legislature’s Joint Emergency Board as coronavirus 
cases in the state continue to rise. The pandemic and related economic closures 
have caused a surge in unemployment. More than 500,000 Oregonians have filed 
unemployment claims since mid-March, overwhelming the state’s aging computer 
systems that handle benefits and causing months-long delays for many awaiting 
jobless funds. The new relief program would use money from the federal CARES 
Act for a onetime benefit while the Oregon Employment Department continues 
processing claims. The payment would not count against those delayed jobless 
benefits. The Department of Administrative Services, which would administer the 
relief checks, is working with financial institutions to develop a process for Oregon 
workers to apply and receive the payment. The Oregonian and OregonLive report 
that department officials are asking lawmakers for additional guidance on how to 
determine who is eligible for the benefits. It will take at least six weeks to set up 
the payments. Also on Tuesday, the legislative committee approved $200 million 
in Coronavirus Relief Funds to assist more Oregon small businesses, Black 
communities, music and cultural organizations, and those workers who have 
contracted or were exposed to the virus but do not qualify for traditional sick 
leave. Legislative leaders also sounded a warning that without additional support 
from the federal government, Oregon’s state and local governments face grave 
revenue shortfalls that could lead to drastic cutbacks in services at a time when 
residents need them most. ; Phase Two re-openings in many counties are helping 
to reduce Oregon’s record unemployment. State analysts say Oregon added 
56,600 jobs in June, on the heels of May’s gain of slightly more than 26,000 jobs. 
That means that, over the past two months, employers added back nearly one-
third of the jobs that were cut in March and April. Oregon’s unemployment rate 
remains painfully high: 11.2 percent in June. But that is a drop from 14.3 percent 
in May. Where did most employers add workers? Not surprisingly, in the hard-hit 
leisure and hospitality sector (+31,400 jobs); in retail trade (+6,800); in health care 
and social assistance (+6,200); and in other services (+5,700). Analysts say when 
you look at the combined numbers for May and June, several major sectors have 



regained around half the jobs they lost in March and April. They include leisure 
and hospitality, which added a total 47,600 jobs in the past two months after 
losing 121,500 jobs during March and April. Health care and social assistance 
added 15,700 jobs in May and June, recovering many of the 26,800 jobs it lost 
the prior two months. Similarly, retail trade bounced back by 11,500 jobs in the 
past two months, from the 23,300 jobs it shed in March and April. But other 
sectors remain flat, including professional and business services, which cut 
20,200 jobs in March and April, but has only regained 1,900 jobs during May and 
June. Faring even worse were the several industries that have shown no net job 
recovery over the past two months, including the manufacturing, government, and 
information sectors. ; A financial lifeline for some of Oregon’s art and cultural 
organizations. The Joint Legislative Emergency Board yesterday approved $50 
million in Coronavirus Relief grants to private and non-profit arts organizations 
that closed their doors in mid-March and have struggled to reopen and pay the 
bills. The grants to the independent venues are intended to cover seven months 
of basic costs for things like rent or mortgage payments, utilities, and the wages 
of the workers needed to keep them operating. Among the recipients: Eugene’s 
Hult Center for the Performing Arts; the Shedd Institute for the Performing Arts; 
the McDonald Theatre; the Cuthbert Amphitheatre; the Community Center for the 
Performing Arts at WOW Hall; Springfield’s Wildish Community Theatre; and the 
Cottage Theatre in Cottage Grove. The Legislative Emergency Board also set 
aside money for several major events across the state, including the Oregon 
Shakespearean Festival in Ashland; the High Desert Museum in Bend; and 
Eastern Oregon’s Pendleton Round-Up. ; A reminder that two new state 
guidelines go into effect today: a ban on indoor social gatherings of more than 10 
people; and a requirement that people wear face coverings outside if they cannot 
physically distance from people who are not members of their household. The 
indoor social gathering limit does NOT apply to churches and businesses. It 
comes as COVID-19 cases continue to spread across the state: Oregon health 
officials yesterday announced seven more deaths from COVID-19, raising the 
state’s death toll to 244. The last time Oregon saw seven deaths was during a 
single day in late April. The Oregon Health Authority Also reported 380 additional 
confirmed and presumptive cases, bringing the state total to 12,805. Lane County 
public health officials yesterday announced eight additional confirmed or 
presumptive cases of COVID-19 yesterday. That brings the local total to 317 
since early March. Among recent patients, 40 still are considered infectious. One 
more person has been hospitalized, bringing the current Lane County 
hospitalization total to four. The remaining 36 patients are being monitored while 
they are sick at home. There have been three local deaths tied to COVID-19 
since mid-March. More than 29,600 Lane County residents have been tested for 
the coronavirus (29,661). ; Lane County Public Health is holding a free testing 
event this afternoon for “frontline workers” in the Eugene-Springfield area. Have 
you been serving members of the public during the pandemic? This event is 
designed for store workers, gas station attendants, customer service 
representatives, bus drivers, food and coffee servers, retail workers, and anyone 
else who serves the public but does not have access to ongoing testing. Lane 
County Public Health will conduct its Frontline Worker testing event from 1-5 p.m. 
today at the Lane Events Center Parking Lot off West 13th Avenue in Eugene. ; 
Tomorrow, July 16, there will be a free rural public testing event in Cottage Grove. 



It takes place at the Cottage Grove Health Hub on East Main Street. That event 
begins Thursday afternoon at 4 p.m. and continues until 7 p.m. Next Tuesday, 
July 21, a rescheduled event takes place in Lowell. The original testing session 
was postponed this week. The July 21 event takes place in the parking lot of the 
Library at 70 North Pioneer Street in Lowell. The event begins at 1:30 p.m. and 
continues through 4:30 p.m. Both events are part of the continuing effort to 
determine how much the virus has spread outside the metro area. Priority is being 
given to front-line medical workers, first responders, and those who have had to 
work throughout the pandemic—including grocery and gas stations workers, 
baristas, and others. Testing is free, but please bring your insurance card if you 
have one. That can help the county get reimbursed for at least some of the cost of 
the test. Those funds then can be used to help conduct future public testing. ; 
This morning at 9:00 a.m. and continuing through next Wednesday Lane County 
begins accepting applications for another round of federal and state renter relief 
money. To be eligible for rent assistance, you must be renting a unit located in 
Lane County and there must be an active rental agreement or lease in your 
name. If you are a renter who thinks you are eligible, you must be able to 
document that: you suffered a loss of income as a direct result of COVID-19—or 
that you have compromised health or an elevated risk of infection and 
vulnerability to COVID-19 under which a loss of housing would place your health 
in jeopardy. Your household income also must be at or below 80 percent of the 
Lane County’s Area Median Income Level. Full details including the income 
eligibility chart are online at www.lanecounty.org/rent Officials will use a lottery 
to select those households that will receive the aid for expenses going back as far 
as March 1. Rental agencies then will work with the renter to process the 
application and arrange for the distribution of funds directly to landlords or utility 
companies. / CRIME, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: Oregon State Police 
investigators say during the past several weeks, five vehicles that have been 
struck by bullets on Interstate 5 in Southern Douglas and Northern Josephine 
Counties. No injuries have been reported. But state police are asking for your tips 
in the case as they work to identifying the person or person who are responsible. 
The incidents occurred between Milepost 100 and Milepost 67—that is a section 
of I-5 that stretches from a couple of miles north of Canyonville to a couple of 
miles north of Grants Pass. If you are traveling in the area and believe your 
vehicle has just been struck by a bullet, Oregon State Police ask that you call 
911, note the time, location, and if possible continue out of the area to a safe 
spot. If you have information regarding the shootings or if you believe your vehicle 
has been struck please contact the Oregon State Police Southern Command 
Center at 1-800-442-2068. Reference OSP Case #SP20-173444. / SAFETY, 
TRANSPORTATION: A mess for a couple of hours yesterday on the Coburg 
Road onramp to eastbound Beltline Highway. A gravel truck overturned on the 
corner, spilling its load. It took time for crews to get the truck upright, tow it from 
the scene and clear the spilled gravel. The back-up affected traffic during the late 
afternoon, backing up vehicles not just on Coburg Road but many feeder streets. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, LEGAL ISSUES: Facing lawsuits from 
across the country—including one filed Monday in Eugene—the Trump 
administration yesterday rescinded a rule that would have required international 
students to transfer or leave the country if their schools held classes entirely 
online during the pandemic. The announcement is a relief for thousands of 



international students and for institutions including the University of Oregon—
which was the lead plaintiff in one of this week’s suits and joined by Oregon State 
University and 18 other institutions. Opponents say the new rules created a 
dilemma for thousands of international students who became stranded in the U.S. 
last spring after the coronavirus forced their schools to move teaching online. 
Many colleges depend on tuition revenue from international students, who 
typically pay higher tuition rates. Nearly 400,000 people received international 
student visas in the 12-month period that ended Sept. 30. / RACIAL JUSTICE, 
LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME: Nearly two months of nightly protests that have 
devolved into violent clashes with police have prompted soul-searching in 
Portland, Oregon, a city that prides itself on its progressive reputation but is 
increasingly polarized over how to handle the unrest. President Trump recently 
deployed federal agents to “quell” the demonstrations in Portland that began after 
George Floyd’s death at the hands of Minneapolis police. The national attention 
comes as divisions deepen among elected officials about the legitimacy of the 
more violent protests — striking at the heart of Portland’s identity as an ultraliberal 
haven. Small groups of protesters have set fires, launched fireworks, and sprayed 
graffiti on public buildings, including police precincts and the federal courthouse, 
leading to nearly nightly clashes with police who have used force that has caused 
injuries. Similar unrest engulfed many U.S. cities when Floyd died after a white 
Minneapolis police officer pressed a knee to his neck on May 25. But in Portland, 
which is familiar ground for the loosely organized, far-left activists known as 
“antifa,” or anti-fascists, the protests never stopped. Lost in the debate are the 
downtown businesses racking up millions in property damage and lost sales and 
the voices of the hundreds of thousands of Portland residents who have stayed 
off the streets. Soon after Floyd’s death, diverse crowds of thousands took to the 
streets every night for peaceful marches and rallies, filling a bridge that spans the 
Willamette River on several nights. Smaller groups, however, quickly turned to 
vandalism. Police have arrested dozens, dispersing protesters with tear gas on 
multiple occasions. Federal law enforcement officers sent in two weeks ago by 
Trump to stop the unrest further inflamed tensions, particularly after one protester 
was critically injured when a federal agent fired a non-lethal round at his head. 
The mayor and police have repeatedly decried the clashes as a destructive 
distraction from the Black Lives Matter movement and make a sharp distinction 
between peaceful demonstrators and those bent on engaging with authorities, 
whom the police call “agitators.” Other officials have criticized the police for being 
too aggressive. Some members of the Black community, which makes up less 
than 6 percent of Portland’s population, say the continual clashes with police — 
including in a historically Black part of the city — are distracting from the message 
of racial justice. /  
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HEALTH, EMPLOYMENT, LOW-INCOME: The number of laid-off workers 
seeking unemployment benefits remained stuck at 1.3 million last week, an 
historically high level that indicates many companies are still cutting jobs during 
the pandemic. It comes as new cases of coronavirus are spiking across much of 
the Sunbelt, threatening to weaken the nation’s economic recovery. Average case 
counts are rising in 40 states and 22 states have either paused or reversed their 
efforts to reopen their economies, according to Bank of America. The Labor 
Department’s report notes that benefits filings have topped one million for 17 
straight weeks. Before the pandemic, the record high for weekly unemployment 
applications was nearly 700,000. But the total number of people who are 
receiving jobless benefits dropped by 400,000, suggesting some companies are 
continuing to rehire workers. ; According to this morning’s federal jobless 
numbers, an additional 928,000 people sought benefits last week under a 
separate program for self-employed and gig workers that has made them eligible 
for aid for the first time. Oregon is one of many states that have struggled to 
update their computer systems and clear a backlog of filings for that aid, known 
as “Pandemic Unemployment Assistance” or “P-U-A.” State officials say they 
have processed 24,000 of those PUA applications and have 55,000 remaining. It 
can be a slow process: Among other things, analysts must first determine whether 
a freelance, contract, or “gig” worker qualifies for regular unemployment benefits 
and whether they are receiving benefits from another state. If not, then the work 
begins to process their PUA application. / HEALTH: The Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday reported 282 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases, 
bringing the state total to 13,081. Oregon health officials yesterday announced 
four more deaths from COVID-19, raising the state’s death toll to 247. Lane 
County public health officials yesterday announced seven additional confirmed or 
presumptive cases of COVID-19. That brings the local total to 324 since early 
March. Among recent patients, 37 still are considered infectious. Three are 
hospitalized—down by one from yesterday—while the remaining 34 patients are 
being monitored while they are sick at home. There have been three local deaths 
tied to COVID-19 since mid-March. More than 30,000 Lane County residents 
have been tested for the coronavirus (30,196). ; Yesterday, Lane County Public 
Health held its first free testing event for “frontline workers” in the Eugene-
Springfield area. Hundreds showed up. The testing, offered in the parking lot of 
the Lane Events Center, was designed for people who have been working 



throughout the pandemic in jobs where they have frequent contact with members 
of the public. They will receive their test results in the next few days. Today, there 
is a free rural public testing event in Cottage Grove. It takes place at the Cottage 
Grove Health Hub on East Main Street from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m. Next Tuesday, 
July 21, there is a rural testing event in Lowell. The original testing session was 
postponed this week. The July 21 event takes place in the parking lot of the 
Library at 70 North Pioneer Street in Lowell. The event begins at 1:30 p.m. and 
continues through 4:30 p.m. Both events are part of the continuing effort to 
determine how much the virus has spread outside the metro area. Priority is being 
given to front-line medical workers, first responders, and those who have had to 
work throughout the pandemic—including grocery and gas stations workers, 
baristas, and others. Testing is free, but please bring your insurance card if you 
have one. That can help the county get reimbursed for at least some of the cost of 
the test. Those funds then can be used to help conduct future public testing. /  
LAW ENFORCEMENT, EVENTS, COMMUNITY: Sunshine and warmer 
temperatures yesterday as local law enforcement officers from across the 
Eugene-Springfield area took part in the annual Law Enforcement Torch Run 
benefiting Special Olympics Oregon. Officers ran and jogged first through the 
streets of Springfield, then Eugene, carrying the torch with the official Flame of 
Hope. Normally, the torch travels hundreds of miles throughout the state. But this 
year because of the pandemic, there was no statewide event. The participants in 
this 34th annual local Torch Run also sought to highlight the upcoming virtual “Dog 
Days of Summer Fun Run, Walk + Roll” that benefits Special Olympics Oregon. 
Go to https://support.soor.org/event/dog-days-of-summer-fun-run-walk-
roll/e286837 for more information. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Things are 
drying out in the Willamette Valley, leading to small grass fires and adding haze to 
our otherwise blue skies. It is also making local fire crews a bit anxious. 
Yesterday in the mid-valley, for example, the Lebanon Fire District responded to a 
late-afternoon two-alarm grass fire that had gotten into hay bales on about two 
acres in the Lacomb area. Crews got it under control quickly but were concerned 
because the flames were being pushed by heavy afternoon winds. / MILITARY, 
ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Meantime, about 400 Oregon National Guard are 
completing what is known as the “red card training,” which will allow them to 
deploy to assist in battling summer wildfires. The soldiers and airmen would be 
activated if the state has difficulty deploying enough regular and seasonal crews 
to wildfire lines. During the past six years, more than 1,700 Oregon Guard 
members have been activated on blazes ranging from the 2015 Canyon Creek 
Complex in the Malheur National Forest, the 2017 Chetco Bar Fire, and the 2018 
Garner Complex Fire near Grants Pass. It has already been a busy year for the 
Oregon National Guard. Some members have assisted the Oregon Health 
Authority in delivering personal protective equipment to health care workers and 
other pandemic-related responses. / RACIAL JUSTICE: Last night’s local Black 
Unity march saw hundreds of demonstrators take to the streets of North Eugene. 
They started at North Eugene High School and as they moved toward the River 
Road area Eugene Police issued a traffic advisory to drivers asking them to avoid 
the area until the march ended. The protesters headed south on River Road and 
after hearing from speakers and holding other activities wrapped up around 10 
p.m. / POLITICS, ELECTIONS, LEGAL ISSUES: Oregon's attorney general is 
fighting a Eugene federal judge's order for Oregon to give more time and leeway 



to a group seeking to change how the state redraws its electoral districts. It 
comes after U.S. District Judge Michael McShane concluded that the pandemic 
and Governor Kate Brown's shutdown orders prevented the group, called People 
Not Politicians, from obtaining the required number of signatures by a July 2 
deadline to place the issue on the ballot. McShane said the state should accept 
fewer signatures because traditional petition-signature gathering is all but 
impossible. Group leaders say they collected close to 64,000 unverified 
signatures but needed to submit almost 150,000 by July 2 to put the proposed 
change to Oregon voters. / CRIME: Police say a former chiropractor from 
Corvallis is under investigation for allegedly secretly taping patients during 
examinations. The challenge for detectives: The cases occurred between 
November of 2013 and May of 2014 and they are trying to identify the victims on 
the videos. Corvallis Police Department are asking female patients of Dr. William 
O’Donnell who were in their early 20s through mid-30s at the time to contact them 
to help determine whether they might have been a victim. Investigators say 
O’Donnell was a chiropractor at a business called Vertebrata Chiropractic, which 
was located at 107 SW 2nd Street in Corvallis. Vertebrata is no longer in 
business, and the current occupant at that address is not affiliated either with 
Vertebrata or O’Donnell. At this time, there is no indication other doctors or staff 
at Vertebrata were involved in or knew of the alleged misconduct. Women who 
may have been victims in this case are asked to contact Detective Pete Dunn at 
541-766-6433. / EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT, LEGAL ISSUES: Democratic 
attorneys general in 23 states, including Oregon, yesterday sued U.S. Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos, seeking to repeal her overhaul of a student loan 
forgiveness program. They say DeVos violated federal rules by issuing her policy 
without justification, and that her rules fail to create a meaningful way for 
defrauded students to have their federal loans forgiven. Congress earlier struck 
down DeVos’ controversial policy, but President Trump saved it through a veto. 
Critics say DeVos rewrote the rule to protect predatory for-profit colleges and that 
her update rigged the system against students. Republicans say it protects 
taxpayer money. Officials with the for-profit college industry say they were unfairly 
targeted by an earlier rule from the Obama administration. The dispute stems 
from a policy known as borrower defense to repayment, which allows borrowers 
to get their federal student loans erased if their colleges made false claims to get 
them to enroll. The Obama administration expanded the policy to forgive loans for 
thousands of students who attended for-profit colleges that lied about the success 
of their graduates. But DeVos suspended the rules in 2017 and issued her own 
policy last year. Her update set a higher bar for loan relief, requiring students to 
prove their colleges knowingly misled them and caused personal financial harm, 
among other changes. /  
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HEALTH: Another single-day record for state coronavirus cases: The Oregon 
Health Authority yesterday reported 437 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-
19 cases and two deaths. Health officials say many of the new cases are 
attributed to social gatherings and the random infections known as “sporadic 
spread.” There are also some workplace outbreaks—usually occurring when 
employees are on break, in the lunchroom, or at work-related social events. There 
have also been some recent cases in long-term care and correctional facilities. 
State health officials say the social gatherings where infections have been 
transmitted include birthday parties, bachelor parties, weddings, and exercise 
classes. ; Lane County public health officials yesterday announced 12 additional 
confirmed or presumptive cases of COVID-19. That brings case county to 336 
since early March. Forty-nine recent patients are still considered infectious. Four 
are hospitalized. The remaining 34 patients are being monitored while they are 
sick at home. There have been three local deaths tied to COVID-19 since mid-
March. More than 30,800 Lane County residents have been tested for the 
coronavirus (30,884). ; Lane County Public Health officials say 320 “frontline 
workers” were tested on Wednesday at its first event in the Eugene-Springfield 
area. Another testing event, also intended for those who have been working 
throughout the pandemic in jobs where they have frequent contact with members 
of the public, takes place in a week-and-a-half, on Wednesday, July 29. It, too, 
will take place in the parking lot of the Lane Events Center, located at 796 West 
13th Avenue in Eugene. The July 29 session runs from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. ; On 
Tuesday, July 21, that rescheduled rural testing event takes place in Lowell. The 
event will take place in the parking lot of the Library at 70 North Pioneer Street in 
Lowell. It runs from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. As is the case with earlier events in 
rural areas, priority is being given to front-line medical workers, first responders, 
and those who have had to work throughout the pandemic—including grocery and 
gas stations workers, baristas, and others. Testing is free, but please bring your 
insurance card if you have one. That can help the county get reimbursed for at 
least some of the cost of the test. Those funds then can be used to help conduct 
future public testing. ; Lane County Public Health officials say if you are sewing 
cloth face masks, they are looking for donations. County health officials say that 
during their free testing events and at their health clinics they are receiving 
questions from people who need masks but either do not have easy access to 
one or cannot afford to purchase one. Officials now are accepting donations in the 



lobby of the Lane County Health & Human Services Building during regular 
business hours—8 a.m. to 5 p.m.—on weekdays. The building is located at 151 
West Seventh Avenue in Eugene. Donated masks should be clean and unworn. 
Please place them in a sealed Ziploc bag and label whether they are for adults or 
children. If they are adult masks and you also may note whether they are different 
sizes, such as Small, Medium, and Large. They will be handed out at future 
testing events and at Lane County Public Health clinics. ; Encouraging and 
discouraging news on the local health front: Lane County Public Health officials 
say we have seen a doubling of COVID-19 cases each week for the past month. 
But they say things are starting to level off—although it is too soon to declare 
victory against our latest surge. Close to three in every four new local infections—
73 percent—are being contracted at the workplace, from household members, 
and from friends and others in patients’ social circles. The remaining 27 percent 
of cases are coming through what’s known as “sporadic spread.” In those 
instances, contact tracers have been unable to determine how someone became 
infected. Health investigators say close to 40 percent of our recent cases are 
travel-related: People travel to coronavirus “hotspots” including other Oregon 
counties and other states. Or they come in contact with people visiting from those 
areas. Lane County remains in better shape than many other Oregon counties. 
Even though we saw a surge in COVID-19 cases during the past month, our 
infection rate remains below one percent. The stage’s target is five percent. We’re 
also trending younger than the rest of the state when it comes to COVID-19 
cases: Forty-five of Lane County’s coronavirus patients are age 30 or younger. 
Statewide, the number is only 31 percent. Younger people tend to have fewer 
COVID-19 symptoms and recover more quickly. But there’s still the risk they 
could spread the disease to older adults and people with vulnerable immune 
systems. Experts know that people with preexisting health conditions are more 
vulnerable to COVID-19 complications. Lane County Public Health officials say 
the four most common preexisting conditions among local patients are lung 
diseases, smoking, diabetes, and heart or vascular problems. In some cases, 
patients have more than one of these conditions, which can make their recovery 
from the coronavirus more challenging. What are the most common local 
symptoms among COVID-19 patients? Lane County health experts say close to 
two-thirds reported things like a light cough or dry cough, headache, and muscle 
aches. Close to half had fevers. Only 28 percent experienced shortness of breath, 
which usually comes in more advanced COVID-19 cases. / HOUSING, LOW-
INCOME, HEALTH: Strong interest in that new round of federal and state Renter 
Relief money here in Lane County. The rent assistance is being distributed 
through a lottery. People may sign up online with Lane County at 
www.lanecounty.org/rent or by phone. The application window opened on 
Wednesday. There have been close to 800 applications submitted so far—254 of 
those in the first hour. The application window closes at 11:59 p.m. on 
Wednesday. (TB-FDA) – The Food and Drug Administration is warning that 
dozens of off-brand hand sanitizer products might contain a toxic chemical. It 
comes after FDA testers reported a sharp increase in hand sanitizers that have 
tested positive for methanol contamination, even though they were labeled to 
contain ethanol. Methanol or “wood alcohol” can be toxic when absorbed through 
the skin and can be life-threatening when ingested. FDA officials say they have 
received reports of adults and children ingesting hand sanitizer products 



contaminated with methanol that has led to recent adverse events including 
blindness, hospitalizations, and death. I’ve placed a link to the FSA health 
advisory and list of product alerts and recall notices on my TracyKKNU Facebook 
page. / HEALTH, EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT: Oregon’s governor and other 
state officials are confirming what everyone has long suspected: children will not 
have a “normal year” when school resumes this fall. In a statement yesterday, 
Governor Kate Brown noted that most Oregon districts are planning to focus on 
online learning or a hybrid education system that limits in-person classroom 
time—at least for the early months of the academic year. A state panel is 
developing guidance for schools across Oregon. It is made up of educators, 
students, government and business leaders, and others. Members met earlier this 
week and discussed topics that included how children could use school buses 
during the pandemic, how many people should be in school buildings at any a 
given time, and how students of various ages in various education settings should 
use masks. The council members also are working to develop specific 
benchmarks that will help guide local decisions about when and whether to shift 
between in-person and remote instruction during the school year. School officials 
are also working to ensure that children from lower-income families, families or 
color, and those with limited access to the internet and other educational 
technology have the support they need to succeed. At the same, there are 
discussions underway about how to protect teachers and staff, including older 
workers and those with vulnerable health conditions. /  BUSINESS, HEALTH: It 
one of the latest efforts to give a boost to struggling downtown Eugene 
businesses. Yesterday, crews closed off a one-block section of Broadway 
between Willamette and Olive Streets to motor vehicles. It allows expanded café 
seating for nearby bars and restaurants. The street is becoming an outdoor 
restaurant and dining area, informally known as a “streatery” (street+eatery). The 
Broadway Streatery features not only expanded café seating, but will include 
enhanced music, lighting and more during the coming weeks. The idea is to 
support local businesses and provide a safe and physically distanced social 
gathering spot. Each business on this section of Broadway is also receiving 480 
non-medical KN-95 masks for any patrons who might not have their own face 
covering. The masks are part of an allocation of 26,000 masks the City has 
received from Business Oregon to support businesses reopening. This is a 
temporary approach that will be evaluated through the rest of the summer into 
early fall. If businesses, patrons, and city officials feel it is having a positive impact 
for downtown, the Broadway Streatery will remain open until at least the end of 
October. While the section of Broadway between Willamette and Olive Streets is 
closed to motor vehicles, the travel lanes are open to pedestrians and people 
using non-motorized vehicles like bicycles, skateboards, or roller skates. Closing 
the street to motor vehicles allows businesses that serve food and beverage to 
expand their square footage into the right-of-way, including sidewalks and parking 
spaces, to allow safe physical distancing between customers in an outdoor 
environment. Take-out customers will need to park on adjacent blocks and walk 
to pick up their “to go” orders. Service alleys in the area will remain accessible 
from 10th Avenue and 8th Avenue, to allow for business deliveries. City officials 
say they are using a type of barrier that will continue to allow emergency vehicle 
access to the block and surrounding areas. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
RACIAL JUSTICE, GOVERNMENT, POLITICS: Eugene Police say they have 



arrested and charged four people in connection with damaging agency property 
on Wednesday night. Officials say the vandalism damaged a line of blue lights 
that are part of a piece of artwork outside Eugene Police Headquarters on 
Country Club Road. A nearby sign also was defaced. Investigators say the four 
were taking part in a small protest that was separate from a larger, peaceful 
gathering by the local group, Black Unity. While they are accused of various 
illegal activities, all share the charge of Felony Rioting. Meantime, Eugene Police 
are circulating images of a suspect they say was involved in the June 7 vandalism 
of the outside of the Eugene Police Headquarters. They say the man was part of 
a larger gathering and caused close to $7,000 damage to the outside of the 
building. ; The head of the Department of Homeland Security visited Portland on 
Thursday. It came just hours after he issued a scathing statement that called the 
protesters who have taken to the streets every night for nearly two months, quote, 
“violent anarchists.” Acting Secretary Chad Wolf, whose visit was met with anger 
from local officials, said state and city authorities are to blame for not putting an 
end to 47 days of protests in Portland that have increasingly targeted the federal 
courthouse. Wolf called them a, quote, “violent mob,” but city officials and police 
say the violence is being caused by a small group and that most protests are 
peaceful and lawful. Still, the protests in Oregon’s largest city following the police 
killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis have often devolved into violent clashes 
between those smaller groups and the police. The unrest has caused deep 
divisions in a city that prides itself on its activism and progressive reputation. 
Demonstrators have set fires, launched fireworks, and sprayed graffiti on public 
buildings, including police precincts and the U.S. courthouse. Federal and local 
authorities have responded with tear gas and dozens of arrests. Portland officials 
say federal officers recently sent to Portland by President Trump have escalated 
tensions in the past two weeks, particularly after an officer with the U.S. Marshals 
Service fired a less-lethal round at a protester’s head on July 11, critically injuring 
him. Mayor Ted Wheeler and other local officials have said they did not ask for 
help from federal law enforcement and have asked them to leave. Democratic 
Gov. Kate Brown called Wolf’s visit, quote, “political theater.” ; Federal officers 
deployed tear gas and fired less-lethal rounds into a crowd of protesters in 
Oregon late Thursday. Video shows many protesters leaving the area near the 
federal courthouse in Portland as smoke filled the air. The actions came just 
hours after the head of the Department of Homeland Security called the 
protesters “violent anarchists.” Protests have taken place for nearly two months 
since the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. Homeland Security Acting 
Secretary Chad Wolf says state and city authorities are to blame for not putting an 
end to the protests. Local officials say they didn't ask for help from federal law 
enforcement and want them to leave. / MENTAL HEALTH, CRIME, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT: Oregon’s senior U.S. Senator, Ron Wyden, was in Eugene 
yesterday. He and other local officials got a first-hand look at the White Bird Clinic 
and CAHOOTS, its local mobile mental health service provider. It comes as 
Wyden says he is preparing to introduce a bill in Congress that would use 
CAHOOTS as a national model to fund for similar efforts across the country. It 
would be part of his proposed national police reform package. CAHOOTS, which 
stands for “Crisis Intervention Helping Out On The Streets,” focuses on limiting 
unnecessary confrontations between police and the community. The community-
based crisis response program uses people trained in mental health, medical and 



social work to assist people suffering from mental health-, homelessness- or 
addiction-related emergencies. Sometimes, the assistance simply involves 
counseling and a quick transport to a shelter or medical facility in the CAHOOTS 
van. The non-profit, non-government program was founded by Eugene’s White 
Bird Clinic more than 30 years ago and responded to close to 23,000 calls each 
pf the past two years. By providing an alternative to police responses, CAHOOTS 
responders estimate they have dramatically reduced the number of non-criminal 
arrests and saved millions of dollars in local medical costs. The group’s annual 
budget is about $2 million but it handles close to 20 percent of the calls recorded 
by Eugene Police dispatchers. Earlier this month, the Eugene City Council began 
a discussion of whether to shift more funding to CAHOOTS from the local law 
enforcement budget. Across the country, dozens of cities—including Portland, 
San Francisco, Denver, Chicago, and New York City—have requested 
information about CAHOOTS or sent people to Eugene-Springfield to see 
firsthand how its teams operate. They say they are looking for ways to reduce the 
times police would need to respond to calls such as disputes between neighbors, 
reports on homeless people, school discipline interventions and other non-
criminal activities. The cities are intrigued by Eugene-Springfield’s model that 
dispatches unarmed professionals trained in de-escalation. / ENVIRONMENT, 
GOVERNMENT, AGRICULTURE, NATIVE AMERICANS, FISHERIES, 
UTILITIES: Federal regulators on Thursday upended plans by a coalition that has 
been planning for years to demolish four massive hydroelectric dams on the 
Klamath River along the Oregon-California border to save dwindling salmon runs. 
The deal, which would be the largest dam demolition project in U.S. history. It 
relies on the power company that operates the Klamath River dams transferring 
its hydroelectric license and contributing $250 million to separate itself from the 
projects and avoid any future liability or unanticipated costs. But on Thursday, the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission approved the license transfer with the 
requirement that PacifiCorp remain a co-licensee along with the Klamath River 
Renewal Corporation, the non-profit coalition assembled to oversee the dams’ 
demolition. Backers of the original compromise say that stipulation could kill or 
drastically alter the plan, because removing PacifiCorp from the deal entirely 
better protects the utility’s ratepayers — which was necessary to gain the support 
from public utility commissions in both Oregon and California. The project, 
estimated at nearly $450 million, would reshape California’s second-largest river 
and empty giant reservoirs. It could also revive plummeting salmon populations 
by reopening hundreds of miles of potential habitat that has been blocked for 
more than a century, bringing relief to a half-dozen tribes that rely on salmon 
fishing that are spread across hundreds of miles in southern Oregon and northern 
California. Backers of the compromise say they hope there is a way to work 
around the new requirement, even if it puts PacifiCorp in an awkward position. 
The dams currently make up just a small part of the utility’s power portfolio. But 
under federal law, if PacificCorp retains the hydroelectric license to the Klamath, it 
will have to pay itself to install fish ladders to help the imperiled salmon return to 
their spawning grounds upstream — an amount likely far greater than the $250 
million now in question. The transfer of PacifiCorp’s hydroelectric license was the 
first major hurdle to getting the dams removed on the lower reaches of the 
Klamath River. Federal regulators must also approve a request to decommission 
the dams before work can begin, possibly as early as 2022. They were built solely 



for power generation. They are not used for irrigation, they are not managed for 
flood control, and none has “fish ladders,” concrete chutes fish can pass through. 
/ HEALTH, CRIME, GOVERNMENT: The state’s top budget writers have 
proposed closing two Oregon prisons as lawmakers try to balance a huge budget 
shortfall created by the COVID-19 pandemic and business shutdowns. In May, 
state economists predicted that a hit to income taxes, lottery revenue and 
business sales could result in Oregon taking in $2.7 billion less than expected for 
the two year budget cycle that ends in June 2021. Oregon Public Broadcasting 
reports that lawmakers are considering shutting the Shutter Creek Correctional 
Institution and the Warner Creek Correctional Facility, prisons that can hold a 
combined 795 inmates. At the same time, lawmakers have prioritized protecting 
the $9 billion state school fund, which pays for K-12 education in the state. / 
HEALTH, SPORTS: The NCAA has released its latest guidance to help member 
schools navigate competition during the coronavirus pandemic, and they come as 
the prospects of actually playing look grim. The NCAA says college football 
players should be tested for COVID-19 at least 72 hours before a game, players 
with high-risk exposures should be quarantined for 14 days and everybody on the 
sideline should wear a mask. NCAA President Mark Emmert said that if there is to 
be college sports in the fall, they need to get a much better handle on the 
pandemic. ; Men’s and women’s college basketball coaches are proposing the 
NCAA eliminate standardized testing requirements from initial-eligibility 
standards. They are calling exams such as the SAT and ACT “longstanding 
forces of institutional racism.” The proposal came out of the new committee on 
racial reconciliation formed by the National Association of Basketball Coaches in 
response to the Black Lives Matter movement and other social justice initiatives. 
The committee is chaired by South Carolina coach Frank Martin and Harvard 
coach Tommy Amaker. /  
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HEALTH: Lane County Public Health announced 40 new COVID-19 cases on 
Saturday—a single-day record—and ten additional cases on Sunday. That 
pushes our total case count to 394. Most have recovered but officials say 66 local 
patients remain infectious. One of them is hospitalized. The others are sick at 
home. County health officials will provide a breakdown on the new infections 
during their regular Tuesday media briefing. But they said over the weekend the 
surge in new cases is a warning sign that things are starting to get out of control. 
The jump in new patient numbers came days after the county held a free testing 
event on Wednesday for local workers who are in jobs where they have frequent 
contact with members of the public. Three people have died in Lane County since 
mid-March. More than 31,300 people have been tested for the virus. ; State 
health officials reported 353 new COVID-19 cases on Saturday and 436 on 
Sunday—for a weekend total of 789 new patients. The Oregon Health Authority 
also reported six deaths over the weekend. Oregon has seen 13,802 cases of 
COVID-19 since the pandemic arrived here in late February. Officials say 254 
people have died. As of Sunday, 242 patients remained hospitalized across the 
state, 64 of those in intensive care unit beds and 34 of those on ventilators. More 
than 323,400 Oregonians have been tested. Across Oregon, health officials say 
many recent cases are attributed to social gatherings and the random infections 
known as “sporadic spread.” There are also some workplace outbreaks—usually 
occurring when employees are on break, in the lunchroom, or at work-related 
social events. There have also been some recent cases in long-term care and 
correctional facilities. The Oregon Health Authority said last week that social 
gatherings where infections have been transmitted include birthday parties, 
bachelor parties, weddings, and exercise classes. ; Tomorrow (Tuesday, July 21), 
that rescheduled rural testing event takes place in Lowell. The event will take 
place in the parking lot of the Library at 70 North Pioneer Street in Lowell. It runs 
from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Priority is being given to front-line medical workers, 
first responders, and those who have had to work throughout the pandemic—
including grocery and gas stations workers, baristas, and others. Testing is free, 
but please bring your insurance card if you have one. That can help the county 
get reimbursed for at least some of the cost of the test. Those funds then can be 
used to conduct future testing. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: Leaders of the Eugene 
School District on Friday announced their plan for the start of school in 
September. It will be a hybrid of online and in-person learning. The 



announcement came as districts across the state are grappling with the best way 
to reopen schools for Fall Term. Officials with the Eugene Schools say the core 
instruction will take place online and be more robust and engaging for students 
than the emergency online curriculum families saw during the spring. Students 
will return to classrooms for face-to-face learning as public health conditions 
allow, but district leaders say schools are prepared to return to all off-site learning 
at any time if the public health situation deteriorates. For most students, the first 
few weeks of school will be online. Students in kindergarten and first grade will 
have some school days on-site starting in September if public health conditions 
allow, as may certain other selected groups of students. The goal is to have all 
students back for some degree of on-site learning by October. But officials note it 
will not be possible for all students to be at school at the same time. Instead, 
Eugene Schools plan to divide students into two groups that alternate week by 
week. On one week, for example, students in the A group would learn on-site, 
while the B group learns at home. The following week, the B group would be on-
site while the A group learns at home. Schools will work to ensure students from 
the same household attend school on-site the same weeks. Other health and 
safety measures will include physical distancing, consistent groupings, face 
coverings, cleaning protocols, transportation changes, visitor restrictions, and 
more. ; The Bethel Schools are also working on a hybrid learning program for the 
start of the school year and are finalizing the details. It looks a lot like the plan 
crafted for Eugene Schools: Bethel students will be divided into two groups and 
will alternate using the school buildings for in-person classes. Bethel’s “Group A,” 
for example, would use classrooms and school facilities two days of the week. 
Students in “Group B” would be there another two days in a row. The schools 
would be cleaned either mid-week or at the end of the week. Bethel school 
officials have been holding online meetings with district parents to craft the plan 
and will take additional input before finalizing their recommendation and sending it 
to the school board for final approval before August 15. ; Leaders of the 
Springfield Public Schools also are crafting plans for Fall Term, which begins on 
September 9. In June, they asked asking district parents for their thoughts in an 
online survey that asked families whether they preferred all in-person, all online, 
or a hybrid version of instruction. The Springfield School Board’s next meeting is 
set for August 10. / HEALTH, LOW-INCOME, EMPLOYMENT: On Friday, the 
Oregon Employment Department launched a new Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance (PUA) online form that will make it easier for Oregonians to apply for 
benefits if they are self-employed, independent contractors, or “gig” workers. 
State officials say it will help the estimated 100,000 workers who qualify for that 
newer aid to receive their weekly benefit payments faster. Employment officials 
say the new website automates the weekly certification process to help those 
seeking the P-U-A benefits to get them processed faster and more accurately. 
The previous manual process was time- and resource-intensive and led to weeks 
of delays. Employment Department leaders say the fully automated form also 
ensures those applying have submitted complete information and will warn filers if 
information is missing. Some earlier forms were accidentally being submitted with 
blank fields that delayed payments. Agency officials say they partnered with 
Google to create the new forms and new webpage at 
https://secure.emp.state.or.us/ocs4/index.cfm Applicants are being encouraged to 
resubmit their weekly claims through the new form if they have not already been 



paid for previous weeks, though they do not have to. Officials say doing so will 
speed up how quickly they get their benefits and will let claims specialists focus 
on claims for people who have not yet received their benefits. / HEALTH, 
TRANSPORTATION: If you rely on Lane Transit District buses to get around 
town, you will notice some changes over the coming days and weeks. LTD crews 
are installing half-inch thick, clear polycarbonate shields around the bus 
operator’s cockpit in each of its buses. It is designed to add an additional layer of 
protection from the potential spread of COVID-19. The barriers and their 
installation are being paid for with federal money Lane Transit received through 
the CARES Act, which Congress approved in late March. The money was 
recently distributed to transit districts across Oregon. Lane Transit crews continue 
to clean buses nightly and at times during the day at the Eugene and Springfield 
stations. Bus drivers and other LTD employees wear face masks or face 
coverings that cover their noses and mouths. Passengers must do the same. 
Passengers also continue to enter and exit from the rear door of the bus until all 
buses have the barriers installed, which is expected by September 1. But those 
passengers using the lift or who need assistance entering and exiting the bus 
may continue to use the front door. Bus capacities remain capped at well below 
capacity to allow for physical distancing. Fares remain free but fare collection is 
expected to resume on September 1. / HEALTH, AGRICULTURE, COMMUNITY: 
The coronavirus pandemic that is sweeping through major U.S. cities is now 
wreaking havoc on rural communities. In Oregon's Umatilla County, infections are 
overwhelming limited resources in a place where farmers grow potatoes, onions, 
and grains. The county has Oregon’s highest number of confirmed infections per 
capita. Across rural America, the virus is swamping health care systems and 
piling responsibility on government workers who often perform multiple jobs they 
never signed up for. Officials attribute much of the spread to outbreaks in 
workplaces, living facilities and social gatherings. Food processing plants and 
farms that typically have people working in cramped quarters have proven to be 
hot spots. / CRIME: Springfield Police say a 19-year-old man is under arrest and 
facing charges in connection with alleged assaults on his girlfriend and on her 
three-year-old child. Investigators say Saul Ismael LargardaGovea (no hyphen) 
was arrested early this morning after police received a tip he might be hiding out 
at a friend’s residence. He was arrested after trying to flee. Springfield Police say 
that on Friday evening LargardaGovea’s girlfriend called 911 to say she and her 
young child had been assaulted at a residence in the 4000 block of South “E” 
Street. Investigators say the girlfriend had bruising and contusions on her face 
and legs. But police say the three-year-old girl suffered several days of abuse. 
Police say there were injuries to the child’s face, legs, arms, and torso, and that 
the girl was strangled and bitten repeatedly. The mother and child were taken by 
ambulance to the hospital further treatment. LargardaGovea was jailed on 
multiple charges with more expected as the investigation progresses. / SAFETY, 
ENVIRONMENT: Another sign that things are drying out and fire season is here: 
Crews from Eugene-Springfield Fire yesterday afternoon responded to and 
quickly contained and extinguished a fast-moving grass fire in Alton Baker Park. 
The cause of the fire is under investigation. Officials say firefighters held the blaze 
to two acres. But they add that it is a reminder: Fires can start and expand 
quickly, especially on warm windy days. ; Officials say quick-thinking neighbors 
used garden hoses on Saturday afternoon to stop a fire from severely damaging a 



home on the 1800 block of Balboa Street in northeast Eugene. The cause of the 
fire is under investigation, but officials say it started outside the home. Flames 
were climbing an exterior wall when neighbors spotted the fire, called 9-1-1, and 
sprang into action, extinguishing the fire. Crews from Eugene-Springfield Fire say 
the blaze had scorched its way into the eaves but after inspecting the attic space 
determined it did not burn through to the interior of the home. They used a high-
volume electric fan to clear smoke from the home. / GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, 
LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, RACIAL JUSTICE: Top leaders in the U.S. 
House said Sunday they were “alarmed” by the Trump administration’s tactics 
against protesters in Portland and other cities and called on federal inspectors 
general investigate. The Democratic lawmakers say they are seeking an 
investigation into the use of federal law enforcement agencies by the Attorney 
General and the Acting Secretary of Homeland Security to suppress First 
Amendment protected activities. The mayor of Portland said Sunday the presence 
of federal agents is aggravating tensions in Portland, which has seen nearly two 
months of nightly protests since the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. 
Speaking on CNN’s ‘State of the Union,’ Mayor Ted Wheeler, a Democrat, said 
federal officers, quote, “are not wanted here. We haven’t asked them here. In fact, 
we want them to leave.” President Trump has criticized the demonstrations, and 
Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf blasted the protesters as “lawless 
anarchists” during a visit to the city on Thursday. Trump tweeted on Sunday, 
quote, “We are trying to help Portland, not hurt it.” He claimed Portland’s 
leadership for months has lost control of the situation. The weeks of unrest have 
frustrated Wheeler and other local authorities, who had said a small cadre of 
violent activists were drowning out the message of peaceful protesters in the city. 
But Wheeler said the federal presence in the city is now making a tense situation 
worse. Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum sued Homeland Security and 
the Marshals Service in federal court late Friday. The complaint said unidentified 
federal agents have grabbed people off Portland’s streets, quote, “without 
warning or explanation, without a warrant, and without providing any way to 
determine who is directing this action.” Rosenblum said she was seeking a 
temporary restraining order to “immediately stop federal authorities from 
unlawfully detaining Oregonians.” On Saturday night, police said protesters broke 
into a Portland police union building, set it on fire and started dumpster fires. The 
fire was put out a short time later. Several people were arrested and on Sunday, 
the head of the Portland police union spoke at a news event and said the 
community has, quote, “had enough.” Tear gas also was deployed against a 
group of demonstrators near the federal courthouse in downtown Portland on 
Saturday night, according to the Oregonian and Oregon Live. Police tweeted it 
came as fencing that had been placed around the courthouse had been removed 
by protesters and made into barricades. Last night, The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report that hundreds gathered in downtown Portland for a 53rd 
straight night of protests. A largely peaceful demonstration quickly turned as 
some in the crowd began disassembling a fence surrounding the federal 
courthouse and federal police fired tear gas in response. ; Portland police are 
describing in detail another night of conflict between protesters and federal forces 
outside the U.S. courthouse in Oregon’s largest city. A department statement 
says police officers were not involved as federal forces repeatedly came out to 
disperse a crowd that broke a fence and set a fire outside the federal building. 



President Trump has decried the demonstrations. Homeland Security Secretary 
Chad Wolf has blasted the protesters as “lawless anarchists." But city and state 
officials say they did not ask for the federal forces to intervene in protests against 
racial injustice that have gripped Portland for weeks. ; Democratic leaders in the 
U.S. House are asking for federal inspectors general to investigate federal law 
enforcement involvement in trying to quell nightly protests in Portland, Oregon, 
and other cities. Lawmakers from New York and Mississippi said actions by 
federal law enforcement agencies are working to suppress First Amendment 
protected activities in Washington, D.C., and Portland. Portland Mayor Tom 
Wheeler said Sunday that federal officers are not wanted. The city has seen 
nearly two months of nightly protests since the killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis. President Trump deployed federal agents, saying police in Portland 
had lost control. / ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORTATION, GOVERNMENT: 
Oregon is a member of a coalition of states following California’s lead in setting 
goals to jump-start a transition to electric-powered trucks, vans, and buses. The 
goal is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality for 
communities choked by diesel fumes. The 15 states plus Washington, D.C. 
announced this week that they have agreed to develop an action plan aimed at 
having 100% of all new medium- and heavy-duty vehicles sold be zero-emission 
by 2050. They have set an interim target of 30% zero-emission vehicle sales by 
2030. The move follows a mandate adopted last month by California's Air 
Resources Board requiring all commercial trucks and vans to be zero emission by 
2045. /  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
07/21/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 
 
 

ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

HEALTH, COMMUNITY, ELDERS, FAMILIES: Lane County Public Health 
announced five additional cases of COVID-19 on Monday. That pushes our total 
case count to 399. Most people have recovered but officials say 59 local patients 
remain infectious. One patient remains hospitalized. The others are sick at home. 
County health officials will provide a breakdown on recent new infections during 
their regular media briefing later this morning. Health investigators continue to 
enquire about attendance at large gatherings as part of their disease 
investigations. To date, none of their confirmed cases have attended large 
gatherings such as protests or rallies. Instead, most cases appear to be 
associated with three common infection sources: travel-related contacts, either 
when a person heads to another area and picks up the virus or encounters 
someone visiting here from a COVID-19 hotspot; workplace infections, usually 
when workers are on break or lunch break or at after-work gatherings; and at 
social gatherings such as parties, get-togethers with friends and extended family, 
or other social events. Three people have died in Lane County since mid-March. 
More than 33,000 people have been tested for the virus. ; Another free rural 
testing event takes place today. This one is in Lowell, in the parking lot of the 
Lowell library at 70 North Pioneer Street. It runs from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Priority is being given to front-line medical workers, first responders, and those 
who have had to work throughout the pandemic—including grocery and gas 
station workers, restaurant and café workers, customer service representatives, 
retail workers, and others. Testing is free, but please bring your insurance card if 
you have one. That can help the county get reimbursed for at least some of the 
cost of the test. Those funds then can be used to conduct future testing. ; State 
health officials reported 277 new COVID-19 cases on Monday and two new 
deaths. That brings the statewide total number of confirmed and presumptive 
cases since late February to 14,847. Oregon could top 15,000 coronavirus cases 
later today, when the newest numbers are released by the Oregon Health 
Authority. Last week, state officials say there were more than 39,000 COVID-19 
tests performed across Oregon. The positivity rate was about 6 percent. National 
and global health officials like to see positivity rates below five percent over 14 
days to confirm that an outbreak is being controlled. Testing is an important way 
to gauge the spread of COVID-19. The rate of positivity is an important indicator 
because it can provide insights into whether a community is conducting enough 
testing to find cases or is not casting a wide enough net to know how much of the 



virus is out there in the population. If a community’s positivity is high, it suggests 
that that community might largely be testing the sickest patients and possibly 
missing milder or asymptomatic cases. Several major manufacturers have 
informed the Oregon Health Authority that our state’s allocation of testing supplies 
might be reduced over the next six to eight weeks due to the recent spike in 
positive COVID-19 cases nationally and the need to redirect supplies to hotspots. 
The Oregon Health Authority also continues to receive widespread reports of 
extended turnaround times from commercial laboratories. In some cases, results 
are being reported two weeks following specimen collection. That delay in results 
can make it more challenging for contact traces to determine the source of a 
patient’s infection or how far it has spread among secondary contacts. Across 
Oregon, health officials say many recent COVID-19 cases are attributed to social 
gatherings and the random infections known as “sporadic spread.” There are also 
some workplace outbreaks—usually occurring when employees are on break, in 
the lunchroom, or at work-related social events. There have also been some 
recent cases in long-term care and correctional facilities. ;  Families have been 
waiting for this for months. State officials say Oregon’s licensed long-term care 
providers may begin providing limited outdoor visitation for residents, provided the 
facility develops a plan to follow required safeguards that will prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. The safeguards include mandatory health screenings, face 
coverings, physical distancing, and limits on the number of visitors. The 
Department of Human Services’ outdoor visitation policy applies to all facilities 
licensed by the Office of Aging and People with Disabilities including nursing, 
assisted living, residential and memory care facilities as well as all adult foster 
homes. Officials say they recognize that visits with family and close friends are 
essential to residents’ and patients’ well-being. But the visits also can pose a 
significant risk, not only for the individual who is seeing a loved one, but for 
everyone who lives and works in a care facility. If a facility is currently coping with 
COVID-19 cases or suspected cases, it may not offer outside visitation until DHS 
determines that the outbreak has resolved. All current indoor visitation restrictions 
issued in March remain in place regardless of the reopening plan status of the 
county where the facility is located; however, residents will be free to leave and 
return to their facility if they follow all public health guidance. For more information 
on DHS requirements for facilities providing outdoor visitation, see a copy of the 
policy issued here: https://bit.ly/39rEhdT See DHS guidance for residents who 
leave and return to a licensed long-term care facility: https://bit.ly/2CYaBbK Visit 
this DHS webpage for lists of facilities reporting cases of COVID-19 that would 
not be able to adopt outside visitation at https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/COVID-
19/Pages/LTC-Facilities.aspx These lists are updated on Tuesday and Friday. 
Long-term care providers, residents and family members with questions should 
email SOQ.LTCInfo@dhsoha.state.or.us / CRIME: A 25-year-old man is in 
custody after allegedly firing a handgun from the sixth floor of a Eugene 
apartment tower. Eugene Police say if you witnessed or are a victim of the 
incident, they would like to hear from you. It happened shortly before 1:00 a.m. 
this morning, when Central Lane 9-1-1 received multiple emergency calls 
regarding a man firing a handgun from the 6th floor of the Lane Tower 
Apartments into the street. Residents reported hearing several shots fired and a 
man yelling from the involved apartment. Multiple officers responded to the 
apartment tower, located at 1601 Olive Street, including members from the 



Eugene-Springfield Fire Department. As officers arrived on scene, a resident in 
the building reported the shooter had exited his apartment and entered the 
elevator. Officers say they encountered the suspect, 25-year-old Elliot Michael 
Chisholm, as he exited the building on the ground level, still armed with the 
handgun. Chisholm surrendered and was taken into custody without further 
incident. The investigation revealed Chisholm fired one round from a handgun, 
from his 6th floor apartment. Police say Chisholm fired the round toward a subject 
standing near his vehicle, which was parked on the street in front of the building. 
Investigators say impairment from drugs or alcohol appears to be a contributing 
factor. Chisholm was lodged at the Lane County Jail on charges of Unlawful Use 
of a Weapon, Reckless Endangering, and Menacing. Additional witnesses or 
victims are requested to Contact Officer John Loos at (541) 682-5154 x 1129. / 
RECREATION, SAFETY: Two children were hospitalized, their conditions not 
known this morning, after being struck by an out-of-control personal watercraft 
yesterday on Foster Lake east of Sweet Home. It happened around 2 p.m., when 
the Linn County Sheriff’s Office says dispatchers received a 9-1-1 report of a 
personal watercraft striking a crowd of people in the swimming area at Lewis 
Creek Park on Foster Lake. Investigators say a 23-year-old man was riding 
nearby when he lost control of the watercraft, which sped toward the shore. 
Witnesses say the craft struck multiple people and caused life-threatening injuries 
to two children. One child was flown to Legacy Emmanuel Hospital in 
Portland. The second was initially flown to PeaceHealth Riverbend Hospital in 
Springfield but then was airlifted to Legacy Emmanuel. An additional injury was 
reported later at Lebanon Community Hospital. Investigators say the operator of 
the watercraft is cooperating with law enforcement. Anyone with information, 
video, or photographs related to the investigation is encouraged to contact the 
Linn County Sheriff’s Office (Detective Colin Pyle at 541-967-3950). / BUSINESS, 
LEGAL ISSUES: "The check is real." That is the message from the Oregon 
Department of Justice and Oregon Consumer Justice. A second round of checks 
in the amount of $92.42 will arrive soon in the mailboxes of more than one million 
Oregonians. The money is part of a 2019 class-action settlement. It comes after a 
jury and a court concluded that people who purchased gas at Oregon ARCO and 
AM/PM stations and paid with a debit card between January 1, 2011 and August 
30, 2013, were unfairly and illegally charged a debit card fee. Only those people 
who have been identified as members of the class action lawsuit Scharfstein v. 
BP West Coast Products LLC will receive a check. If you receive the check, you 
are one of those members. Learn more here: https://thischeckisreal.org/ / 
ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: More indications of the increased risk of wildfires here 
in Western Oregon. Crews in the air and on the ground are battling a 35-acre 
wildfire in Douglas County. The Days Creek Fire, located approximately 14 miles 
northeast of Canyonville, was reported Monday morning shortly after 11 a.m. At 
the time, the fire was burning in logging slash on three acres. Officials with the 
Oregon Department of Forestry say crews mounted an aggressive initial attack 
and slowed the spread of the fire, limiting it to 35 acres by yesterday evening. 
Ground crews were continuing their work overnight. No homes currently are 
threatened. The cause is being investigated. Fire managers say numerous 
ground resources, including engines, hand crews, and equipment are working the 
fire lines. Resources came from the Douglas Forest Protective Association, 
industrial landowners, industrial operators, and the Umpqua National Forest. The 



aerial attack includes three helicopters, two large air tankers, and two single-
engine air tankers. / GOVERNMENT, HEALTH: Local governments are 
continuing their work to restore in-person services. Starting later this morning, 
Lane County Assessment & Taxation reopens its service counter on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Employees assisting customers at 
the service counter will wear face coverings. Customers must also wear face 
coverings. Disposable face coverings are available for customers who do not 
have their own. Additionally, employees and customers will be separated by a 
glass barrier. Lane County Assessor Mike Cowles says staff know that not 
everyone has access to online services, and not every question or issue can be 
resolved from a distance. They say they are doing everything we can to provide 
services in a safe way. There are also several contactless options to receive 
service: The Assessment & Taxation phone assistance hours are from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m., Monday–Thursday. Questions may be submitted via email to 
assessor@lanecountyor.gov Tax payments can be made by telephone at 1-833-
819-5119, as well as online at www.lanecounty.org/AT If needed, appointments 
are also an option. By the end of July, officials with Lane County Assessment & 
Taxation say they also will have completed the installation of a permanent 
property tax payment box on Pearl Street in Eugene between 7th and 8th 
Avenues. The box, next to the Lane County Elections ballot drop box, will allow 
residents to make their payments without entering the building. For more 
information about the services offered by Lane County Assessment & Taxation, 
please visit www.lanecounty.org/AT / COMMUNITY, HEALTH, AGRICULTURE: 
You've grown it. Now preserve it safely. The Oregon State University Extension 
Service’s “Master Food Preserver Program” hotline is open and taking your calls. 
The toll-free hotline at 800-354-7319 runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. When the hotline is closed, callers may leave a message. The hotline is 
staffed by certified Master Food Preserver volunteers and is available statewide. 
As more Oregonians started gardens during the pandemic, call volume has 
soared. Already this year, food preservation questions to OSU Extension’s “Ask 
an Expert” online service have more than doubled compared to the first half of 
2019. June alone saw a fourfold jump in queries, according to Teresa Crowley, 
who staffs the Master Food Preserver program. The most common questions are 
on topics that include preserving salsa, tomatoes, and tuna. The OSU Extension 
offers publications on each that are available for download. Search the Extension 
catalog for “Food Preservation” at https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ and 
you’ll find more publications, including some in Spanish. Some of the popular 
downloads include: “Salsa Recipes for Canning,” “Canning Seafood,” “Canning 
Tomatoes and Tomato Products,” and “Safely Canning Foods: Pressure Canners, 
Pressure Cookers and Electric Pressure Cookers.” The Extension’s “Ask an 
Expert,” at https://extension.oregonstate.edu/ask-expert , is an online question-
and-answer service. Post a question and an expert will get back to you within 48 
hours. They can offer information about anything related to food preservation from 
safety concerns to recipes. The hotline started 40 years ago here in Lane County 
and has grown to include 324 Master Food Preservers. To qualify, each 
completes an eight-week course for certification before starting their volunteer 
shifts on the hotline. The OSU Extension also has partnered with Bi-Mart stores in 
Oregon, Washington, and Idaho: The extension has designed food safety posters 
and brochures. Bi-Mart has placed them on aisles where food-preservation 



supplies are sold. The Extension’s posters and brochures provide tips on canning, 
freezing, smoking, pickling, drying, jerky and jams and jellies. They come 
complete with a QR code that, when scanned with a smartphone, takes you to 
OSU Extension’s Home Food Safety and Preservation website at 
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mfp for additional information. There’s also a 
free app – Canning Timer & Checklist – that provides reminders of essential steps 
in the canning process. Learn more at 
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/pnw689 Additionally, many Extension 
offices offer free pressure gauge testing. The hotline volunteers can provide you 
with information specific to your county. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY: The Relay For 
Life of Eugene/Springfield is a virtual event this year because of the pandemic. It 
is coming up on Saturday, July 25. Learn more and see how you can support the 
fight against cancer at 
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY20WER?pg=entry&fr_id
=96471 / POLITICS, LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE, CRIME: 
Members of Oregon’s congressional delegation on Monday unveiled a bill to curb 
federal use of force against protesters in Portland and other U.S. cities and 
require federal officers to clearly identify themselves. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report the effort, led by U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley, comes as federal 
agents deployed by President Donald Trump continue to escalate tensions during 
nightly demonstrations outside the Mark O. Hatfield Courthouse and Multnomah 
County Justice Center in downtown. Clad in camouflage and other military gear, 
federal officers in the last week shot one demonstrator in the head with a crowd-
control munition and were accused of sweeping others off the streets into 
unmarked vehicles. They also have repeatedly fired tear gas and pepper balls 
into large crowds decrying police violence and supporting the Black Lives Matter 
movement, including one on Saturday night that counted a Multnomah County 
commissioner among its participants. The bill would prohibit federal officers from 
conducting crowd control activities — such as firing munitions and making arrests 
— outside of federal property and the immediate vicinity unless a mayor or 
governor asked for direct assistance. It would also require federal officers display 
their name and law enforcement agency on their uniforms, prevent them from 
using unmarked vehicles in making arrests and require federal law enforcement 
agencies to publicly disclose any deployment within 24 hours. Under an executive 
order, Trump earlier this month sent officers from U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection’s tactical team known as BORTAC, the U.S. Marshals Special 
Operations Group and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement to support 
Federal Protective Service officers in policing federal property in downtown 
Portland. Some protesters have thrown bottles, shot fireworks, and pointed lasers 
at officers while others have vandalized the federal courthouse and set fires 
outside of it. At least a dozen people are now facing federal allegations stemming 
from the late-night and early morning confrontations. Still, the aggressive tactics 
by federal officers have drawn national headlines, generated a lawsuit by the 
Oregon attorney general and prompted city, state and federal elected leaders to 
call on the officers to leave Portland. ; Another night of protests, marches, and 
confrontations with federal officers in Portland. Reporters Ted Sickinger and Alex 
Hardgrave with The Oregonian and OregonLive report Portland parent groups 
joined downtown protests overnight in response to the repeated, nightly use of 
force by federal agents on demonstrators. Federal officers again set off gas and 



shot projectiles towards demonstrators gathered early this morning as hundreds 
had packed into the entrance of Portland’s federal courthouse and some people 
near the front line tore off plywood attached to the building. Federal officers 
responded in force. Their actions have drawn scrutiny from Oregon officials and 
support from President Trump. The president again praised federal law 
enforcement Monday, saying they were doing a fantastic job in Portland. Trump 
said he planned to replicate the response in other major U.S. cities led by 
Democratic mayors. Alarmed by the response by federal officials, the American 
Civil Liberties Union on Monday sent a letter to Attorney General William Barr. 
Reporter Maxine Bernstein with the Oregonian and OregonLive reports the ACLU 
letter urges Barr to appoint a special counsel to investigate alleged civil rights or 
criminal violations against protesters, journalists, or legal observers in Portland. 
Portland has seen 54 nights of demonstrations in the city following the May 25 
death of George Floyd, a Black man who died after a Minneapolis police officer 
knelt on his neck for close to eight minutes. Local, state, and Congressional 
leaders from Oregon have urged the federal government to remove the extra 
federal tactical teams deployed by President Trump, saying their presence has 
aggravated the situation. Portland’s mayor says he is exploring legal action. 
Trump says Portland officials and police are not taking strong enough action. ; A 
Navy veteran was beaten with a baton swung with both hands by a federal officer 
in Portland. Christopher David is uncomfortable with his newfound fame as the 
subject of an online video and news coverage. David, whose bones were broken, 
says the focus should be on Black Lives Matter. David is a graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy and a Navy veteran. He had been so disturbed by federal forces' 
actions that he came to a protest site to talk to the officers. Instead he was beaten 
and pepper sprayed. / CRIME, LEGAL ISSUES: A man whose manslaughter 
conviction was overturned because the Oregon State Police crime lab failed to 
disclose it had found another man's DNA on the victim's shoe has filed a federal 
civil rights lawsuit against police. The Oregonian/OregonLive reports the lawsuit 
filed by Nicholas McGuffin names Coquille, Coos County and Oregon State Police 
law enforcement officials. He alleges authorities manufactured and hid evidence 
in their case against him.  McGuffin was convicted in 2011 of killing Leah 
Freeman, then 15. Freeman vanished June 28, 2000, after leaving a friend's 
house. Coos County and Coquille city officials did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment Monday, while Oregon State Police officials declined to 
comment. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY, AGRICULTURE: The coronavirus pandemic 
that is sweeping through major U.S. cities is now wreaking havoc on rural 
communities. In Oregon's Umatilla County, which has Oregon’s highest number of 
confirmed infections per capita, cases are overwhelming area’s limited medical 
and hospital resources. Similar situations are developing across rural America, 
where the virus is swamping health care systems and piling responsibility on 
government workers who often perform multiple jobs. Officials attribute much of 
the spread to outbreaks in workplaces, living facilities and social gatherings. Food 
processing plants and farms that have people working in cramped processing 
plants or agricultural fields also are hot spots. /  
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RECREATION, SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: Another injury and Life Flight 
evacuation early Sunday evening from a popular spot in the Oregon Cascades. 
Linn County Sheriff’s Deputies responded to a rescue call at Tamolitch Falls—
also known as Blue Pool—off Highway 126 after a report that a man injured while 
leaping into the water. Witnesses said 28-year-old Pavan Vemuleti was jumping 
off the rock ledges at Tamolitch but did not resurface for minutes after his last 
jump. Vemuleti was pulled to shore and rescue teams carried him out of the area 
and transferred him to Life Flight. Vemuleti was flown to Sacred Heart Medical 
Center at Riverbend where he was treated and released on Monday. The Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office, Deschutes Mountain Rescue, McKenzie Fire, Sweet 
Home Medics, and Life Flight assisted in the effort. Tamolitch Falls or Blue Pool is 
a longtime tourist attraction that has been increasing in popularity as people from 
across Oregon, the U.S., and other countries visit the remote area with its 
crystalline waters. But many underestimate the water’s icy temperatures or 
misjudge the location of submerged rocks. In the last two months, Linn County 
Sheriff’s deputies say there have been more than 10 rescue requests at 
Tamolitch Falls—efforts that are complicated by challenging terrain. Complicating 
the issue, emergency service responses can be delayed because the remote 
area has no cell service, meaning callers must hike out to dial 9-1-1. Emergency 
officials are again asking you to take precautions and stay safe when you visit 
Tamolitch Falls. ; Authorities have recovered the body of a 19-year-old man who 
fell hundreds of feet just before reaching the summit of Three Fingered Jack in 
the Oregon Cascades. Linn County Sheriff’s deputies say Todd Adelman of 
Aumsville fell Sunday afternoon when some rocks gave way.  His body Adelman 
was found at the bottom of a cliff where he was pronounced dead and responders 
worked through the night to carry Adelman out of the remote area. Three-
Fingered Jack is popular among technical mountaineers but is known to have 
poor-quality rock and steep cliffs near its summit. The Lane, Benton and Jefferson 
County Sheriff’s Offices assisted with the recovery, along with the Corvallis, 
Eugene, and Deschutes Mountain Rescues. ; In Douglas County, sheriff’s 
investigators say a 36-year-old Winston man drowned in the North Umpqua River 
Monday night. Dispatchers with 9-1-1 received a report of a man who was in the 
North Umpqua near Echo Drive off North Bank Road and not breathing. When 
deputies arrived, they found the David Duane Ham on an island where 
bystanders were performing CPR. The deputies were able to bring Ham to shore 



by boat and into a waiting ambulance. But he was declared dead at the hospital. 
Deputies learned Ham had been swimming when he began to yell for help and 
went under water. The cause of death is being investigated. / CRIME: For a 
second time yesterday, Eugene Police responded to reports of shots fired in a 
neighborhood near downtown. The latest incident was called in shortly after 
seven yesterday evening, after multiple callers told 9-1-1- dispatchers a man was 
running through the neighborhood near 12th and Lawrence Streets armed with a 
handgun. The suspect, 39-year-old Chet Jones Reeves, was located in the 400 
block of West 12th Avenue. Police say Reeves had concealed the firearm in his 
waistband and was initially did not comply with officers’ commands. But Reeves 
was safely taken into custody and a second subject was briefly detained and later 
released. Officers say they recovered the firearm, along with multiple spent shell 
casings. There were no injuries or damage reported. Reeves was jailed and 
charged with unlawful use of a weapon, carrying a concealed weapon, reckless 
endangering, and disorderly conduct. Early yesterday morning, Eugene Police 
responded to the Lane Tower Apartments at 16th and Olive Streets after a report 
of shots fired and arrested 29-year-old Elliot Michael Chisholm on multiple 
charges related to discharging a firearm. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health 
announced seven new confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19 on 
Tuesday. That pushes our total case count to 406. Most people have recovered 
but officials say 54 local patients remain infectious. One patient remains 
hospitalized. The others are sick at home. Three people have died in Lane 
County since mid-March. More than 33,500 people have been tested for the virus. 
County health officials said yesterday that most new cases appear to be travel-
related, as people travel to hot spots elsewhere in Oregon or in other states, 
return home, then fall ill. Those infections, they say, then spread to other 
members of their household. Occasionally, there are also cases in the workplace 
when an infected employee has close contact with co-workers, often during 
breaks or lunch breaks or at after-work gatherings. The other source of local 
infections are social gatherings such as parties, get-togethers with friends and 
extended family, or other social events. ; Coming up next week on Wednesday, 
July 29, Lane County Public Health will host another “frontline worker” testing 
event. It takes place in the parking lot of the Lane Events Center off West 13th 
Avenue in Eugene from 1-5 p.m. This is designed for people who work in jobs 
where they deal frequently with members of the public but do not have access to 
regular testing through their workplaces. That might include grocery workers, gas 
station attendants, restaurant and bar workers, customer service representatives, 
bus drivers, retail workers and others. If you have an insurance card, bring it. The 
testing is free, but this is a way to the county to receive some reimbursement for 
testing supplies and use that money to fund future testing opportunities. ; State 
health officials reported 299 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases on 
Tuesday and seven new deaths. In doing so, the Oregon Health Authority reports 
Oregon’s cumulative case count now tops 15,000 (15,139) since late February. 
Across Oregon, health investigators say many recent COVID-19 cases are 
attributed to social gatherings and the random infections known as “sporadic 
spread.” There are also some workplace outbreaks—usually occurring when 
employees are on break, in the lunchroom, or at work-related social events. There 
have also been some recent cases in long-term care and correctional facilities. 
The Oregon Health Authority yesterday announced an outbreak of 23 cases at a 



Walmart Distribution Center in Eastern Oregon’s Umatilla County. The 
investigation started June 30 but was not announced then because the case total 
had not reached a threshold for public reporting. The 23 cases include workers, 
members of their households, and close contacts of infected employees. ; The 
Oregon Health Authority has published an interactive COVID-19 test site locator 
to help Oregonians find testing sites. The website is available in English at 
healthoregon.org/covid19testing and in Spanish at 
healthoregon.org/pruebasdecovid19 If you are experiencing COVID-19 
symptoms, including fever, cough, or shortness of breath, you should contact your 
healthcare provider to discuss whether to be tested. The COVID-19 site was 
developed by Castlight, a health navigation platform that provides information on 
health vendors, benefits resources, and plans. You may locate nearby testing 
sites by entering your address or selecting your state, county, and zip. Please call 
the COVID-19 testing site before you go to learn about testing criteria, availability, 
and hours.  / HEALTH, LOW-INCOME, HOUSING: Just a quick reminder that 
today is the deadline to apply online with Lane County for another round of 
federal and state renter relief money. To be eligible for rent assistance, you must 
be renting a unit located in Lane County and there must be an active rental 
agreement or lease in your name. If you are a renter who thinks you are eligible, 
you must be able to document that: you suffered a loss of income as a direct 
result of COVID-19—or that you have compromised health or an elevated risk of 
infection and vulnerability to COVID-19 under which a loss of housing would place 
your health in jeopardy. Your household income also must be at or below 80 
percent of the Lane County’s Area Median Income Level. Full details including the 
income eligibility chart are online at www.lanecounty.org/rent Officials will use a 
lottery to select those households that will receive the aid for expenses going 
back as far as March 1, so even if you don’t apply until just before midnight 
tonight, your odds of being selected are the same. Rental agencies will work with 
the renters who are selected to process the application and arrange for the 
distribution of funds directly to landlords or utility companies. / BUSINESS, 
EDUCATION, HEALTH: Pioneer Pacific College notified state agencies Tuesday 
that it plans to permanently close its Springfield, Portland, and Beaverton 
campuses as well as the Oregon Culinary Institute in downtown Portland. The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report the private, for profit colleges blame continued 
pandemic-related closures. The schools said they will permanently lay off 131 
faculty and staff. The letters to state workforce officials describe the closure as 
“permanent,” beginning July 31. Pioneer Pacific offered programs in health care, 
management, and paralegal studies; the Culinary Institute had programs on 
baking and pastries and on cooking. Pioneer Pacific’s annual tuition and fees 
ranged from $17,000 to $57,000, depending on the program. The Culinary 
Institute’s degrees ranged from $18,000 or $33,000. / SAFETY, RECREATION, 
ENVIRONMENT: Bigfoot is back this summer and the big guy’s message is the 
same: “Believe in Fire Safety.” The Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal’s 
prevention campaign used images of Sasquatch on arrival signs at airports, 
billboards along highways, and across social media. Bigfoot rides an ATV, hitches 
a fifth wheel, hikes the backcountry with friends, or uses a pink flamingo floatie at 
a lake while reminding Oregonians to protect their communities by preventing 
wildfires. Many summer wildfires are human-caused, and some expand rapidly, 
moving into the outskirts of cities and towns forcing evacuations. Backers of the 



Bigfoot: Believe in Fire Safety campaign hope this makes people use a bit more 
caution when they are enjoying the outdoors. / RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, POLITICS, GOVERNMENT: Overnight, police say 
several groups numbering a couple thousand people gathered, marched, and 
rallied for several hours in an area of downtown Portland before converging 
outside the Justice Center and the Federal Courthouse. But Portland Police say 
late last night some members of the group were spotted carrying plywood and 
began kicking the front doors of Central Precinct while others dragged a large 
metal fence to the west side of the Federal Courthouse. Police say some of the 
violent protesters were using hammers, crowbars and other pry tools and carried 
bats and shields while wearing helmets and gas masks. Shortly after 11 p.m., 
police say the group breached the west side doors of the Federal Courthouse and 
federal officers used crowd control munitions to disperse the crowd, some of 
whom returned twice and set a fire outside one set of doors. Police said some 
people associated with the group also opened a fire hydrant, set several small 
fires as well as one large one in a public square, and vandalized and spray-
painted both city, federal, and private property. Federal police say they dispersed 
the crowd and made no arrests. ; The Trump administration is facing growing 
pushback — in the courts and on the streets — to sending federal agents to 
Portland where protests have spiraled into violence, and vowing to do the same in 
other Democratic-led cities. Federal authorities, however, said state and local 
officials had been unwilling to work with them to stop the vandalism and violence 
against federal officers and the U.S. courthouse in Portland. Far from tamping 
down the unrest that followed George Floyd’s death at the hands of Minneapolis 
police, the presence of federal agents on the streets of progressive Portland — 
and particularly allegations they have whisked people away in unmarked cars 
without probable cause — has energized two months of nightly protests that had 
begun to devolve into smaller, chaotic crowds. The use of federal agents against 
the will of local officials also has set up the potential for a constitutional crisis, 
legal experts say. It could escalate if Trump sends federal agents elsewhere, as 
he says he plans to do, including to Democratic-led Chicago. Federal forces were 
deployed to Portland in early July, and tensions have grown since: A protester 
was hospitalized this month with critical injuries after a U.S. Marshals Service 
officer struck him in the head with a round of less-lethal ammunition. Anger flared 
again over the weekend after video surfaced of a federal agent hitting a U.S. 
Navy veteran repeatedly with a baton while another agent sprays him in the face 
with pepper spray. Crowds had recently numbered fewer than 100 people but 
swelled to more than 1,000 over the weekend, again attracting a broader base in 
a city that is increasingly unified and outraged. The Trump administration also 
faces multiple lawsuits questioning its authority to use broad policing powers in 
cities. One filed Tuesday says federal agents are violating protesters’ 10th 
Amendment rights by engaging in police activities designated to local and state 
governments. The legal action was filed by the Portland-based Western States 
Center, which helps organize and promote the rights of communities of color and 
low-income people. Oregon’s attorney general sued last week, asking a judge to 
block federal agents’ actions. The state argued that masked agents have arrested 
people on the street, far from the U.S. courthouse that has become a target of 
vandalism, with no probable cause. Acting Homeland Security chief Chad Wolf 
defended the federal response, saying the department has clear authority to 



protect government property and detain people suspected of threatening 
personnel or damaging such property. Wolf said agents have been assaulted with 
lasers, bats, fireworks, bottles, and other weapons and “yet the city of Portland 
takes little to no action.” While he said federal agencies have made 43 arrests 
since July 4, he disputed that they were done by unidentified agents, noting that 
they have the word “police” on their uniforms. Federal agents again used force to 
scatter protesters early Tuesday and deployed tear gas and rubber bullets as 
some in the crowd tried to pull plywood off the shuttered entryway of the Mark O. 
Hatfield Federal Courthouse. While most protesters are peaceful and part of the 
Black Lives Matter movement, Portland police said a smaller group of violent 
agitators lit fires in the street and tried several times to set them at the courthouse 
doors. ; He says if they had done their job federal officers wouldn’t need to be 
there. The head of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security yesterday pushed 
back against leaders with the city of Portland, State of Oregon, and Democrats in 
Oregon’s Congressional delegation, saying federal officers are needed in 
Portland because local leaders failed to curb nightly “lawlessness” in and around 
the downtown federal courthouse. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that 
Chad Wolf, the acting Homeland Security secretary, said there has been a lack of 
coordination between local police and federal agencies to handle what he calls a 
persistent criminal element continuing to cause destruction in Portland. The 
government agents have responded on and off federal property, arresting people 
suspected of vandalizing federal buildings, shining green lasers, or throwing 
fireworks, bottles, and other objects at them. President Trump says has said the 
enhanced federal presence has quelled the protests. But larger crowds of 
demonstrators have turned out in downtown on recent nights. Portland Mayor Ted 
Wheeler and Oregon Governor Kate Brown have told the feds to get their squads 
out of the city, and reporter Maxine Bernstein writes that late yesterday Wheeler 
said in a statement that the federal intervention, quote, “is uninvited, untrained, 
and unwelcome.” Wheeler says the crowds of protests had started to swindle 
before federal officers showed up. But the protests have swelled to more than 
1,000 since then. While most have been peaceful, there have been nightly violent 
encounters with smaller groups of violent agitators who have damaged buildings 
including the federal courthouse, set fires, and confronting federal officers and 
Portland Police. Three separate lawsuits have been filed against federal officers, 
including by the national chapter of the ACLU, as local, state and many of 
Oregon’s Democratic Congress members have condemned their heavy-handed 
force that has included indiscriminate and frequent use of tear gas, less-lethal 
rounds and strikes with batons. Oregon’s Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum is 
suing federal law enforcement and seeking a temporary restraining order that 
would bar federal officers from removing people from city streets and placing 
them in unmarked cars without apparent probable cause. Last week after a 
deputy U.S. marshal fired an impact munition at the head of a 26-year-old 
protester who is recovering from a skull fracture. Customs and Border Patrol 
officers whisked away a man in an unmarked van for questioning. Over the 
weekend, a marshal battered a U.S. Navy veteran with a baton as he tried to talk 
to federal officers. The Federal Protective Service in Portland asked Customs and 
Border Protection and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement for help in late 
June. Under existing federal code, and with no additional powers extended by 
President Trump’s executive order, the secretary of Homeland Security may 



cross-designate employees transferred to the Federal Protective Service to 
protect federally owned property, Wolf noted. According to the federal code, these 
officers can make arrests “without a warrant for any offense against the United 
States committed in the presence of the officer or agent or for any felony” and 
“conduct investigations, on and off the property in question, of offenses that may 
have been committed against property owned or occupied by the Federal 
Government or persons on the property.” The governor dismissed the justification 
for the boosted federal presence as more of the same from a presidential staff 
seeking to score campaign points. Despite reports that have said federal officers 
aren’t wearing identifying insignia on their uniforms, Mark Morgan, acting 
secretary of Customs and Border Protection, held up examples of the ballistic 
vests that say “POLICE'' on the front or back, with Border Patrol patches on the 
shoulders. They also provided photos of the dark blue uniforms worn by Federal 
Protective Services and the camouflage gear worn by Customs and Border patrol 
agents. The U.S. Inspector General’s Office is looking into the baton beating of 
Navy veteran Christopher David Saturday night and allegations that unidentified 
federal officers are picking people up off the street without probable cause. In 
reference to one video that has circulated on social media showed federal officers 
in camouflage taking a man into an unmarked van off a Portland street, Cline said 
the person was questioned, believed to have shined a laser at officers. The 
federal officers tracked the man to a quieter area away from the courthouse, not 
wanting to wade into a violent crowd, and placed him in the van to take him to 
another spot for questioning. He was released after federal officers determined he 
was not the person sought, Cline said. Morgan defended his officers’ use of 
unmarked vans for their work as “standard practice” and appropriate in today’s 
climate, citing vandalism to marked law enforcement cars in the wake of anti-
police brutality demonstrations across the country. Wolf said he is willing to work 
with Portland and state officials, but he pledged to keep federal officers in 
Portland until the violence ends. / RECREATION, GOVERNMENT: Lane County 
Parks is looking for a new caretaker at the popular Armitage Campground. 
Armitage Campground is located just north of Eugene city limits along Coburg 
Road. The 64-acre grounds include 32 RV spaces and 8 tent sites, 2 group camp 
sites, a boat ramp, dog park, day use and picnic areas, as well as restroom, 
shower, and laundry facilities. The caretaker role includes managing the day-to-
day operations of the day use area and campground. Common tasks are park 
host management, accounting and reservations, general maintenance and 
landscaping, customer service and minor concessions. The selected caretaker 
will reside in a home on-site. Campground caretakers are an important part of 
keeping Lane County’s campgrounds welcoming and ready for visitors. The 
contract will be for a three-year period from November 1, 2020 through October 
31, 2023 with two one-year renewal options available. Applications are due by 
5:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 30, 2020. County managers say being a caretaker 
is a great opportunity for people who love the outdoors, who enjoy working with a 
wide variety of people, and who appreciate providing an important public service. 
Armitage is open year-round and is popular with locals and visitors alike. 
Applicants with additional questions should contact Michelle Hunt at 541-682-
3492. / RACISM, CRIME, RECREATION: Officials with the Douglas County 
Sheriff's Office say they’ve been unable to substantiate that a crime occurred after 
a noose was reported found late last month at Whistler's Bend Park. They learned 



of the alleged incident via a social media post where a man reported finding a 
noose outside of his yurt during a weekend trip. But after investigating for an 
extensive amount of time and using assistance from the FBI, investigators say 
they’ve been unable to substantiate that a crime occurred. Should new 
information become available, officials say they will resume their investigation. / 
ELECTIONS, POLITICS: A federal judge has denied a petition to bypass state-
required signatures to qualify as a ballot measure its proposal for 17 counties to 
divorce from Oregon and become part of Idaho. U.S. District Judge Michael J. 
McShane ruled Monday that the group Move Oregon’s Border was not 
“reasonably diligent” in attempting to collect signatures, even amid the unusual 
limitations due to the coronavirus global pandemic. The Oregonian reported the 
judge found that Move Oregon’s Border provided scant evidence of a 
conscientious effort to obtain signatures thus far. The plaintiffs only held one rally 
in Roseburg on March 7, collecting 389 signatures.  / YOUTH, COMMUNITY, 
EDUCATION: Have a child in the Girl Scouts? She’ll soon have a chance to earn 
one of 24 new badges designed to help girls practice a wide range of skills. The 
new badges focus on areas ranging from Automotive Engineering to STEM 
Career Exploration; Entrepreneurship to Civics. Girl Scouts officials say it is part 
of an effort to grow a generation of leaders and provide self-confidence. More 
than 14,300 children and teens are members of the Girl Scouts of Oregon and 
Southwest Washington. Ordinarily, they would hold all sorts of in-person activities 
and events to celebrate the new badges. That will happen eventually, but for now 
the celebration and early work on completing some badge requirements is moving 
online. / RECREATION, SAFETY, CRIME, FISHERIES: Officials with the Oregon 
International Port of Coos Bay say they recently completed a security camera 
system upgrade at the Charleston Marina. The Port received a loan from 
Business Oregon to complete the upgrades, with a total project cost of $82,550.   
Crews replaced the old system with new and additional cameras to provide better 
security. The 39 cameras provide coverage of locations including the Distant 
Water Fleet dock, the new Ice Plant facility, Point Adams, the RV Park, storage 
units, and many other spots throughout the Marina Complex. It comes as the 
Charleston Marina Complex upgrades its overall amenities for commercial and 
recreational fishermen. The marina includes a six-lane public boat launch, 100-
space RV Park, fish cleaning stations, restroom, and shower facilities, 400 
moorage slips, tackle shops and restaurants, and a shipyard. / ENVIRONMENT, 
LEGAL ISSUES, AGRICULTURE: Attorneys general in Oregon, 19 other states, 
and the District of Columbia sued the Trump administration on Tuesday, alleging 
that new federal rules undermine their ability to protect rivers, lakes, and streams 
within their borders. They say that the final rules issued last week by the 
Environmental Protection Agency alter a practice dating back more than 30 years 
of giving state governments the authority to review, block or put conditions on 
federally permitted water projects. President Trump last year issued an executive 
order directing the change. Critics said could make it harder for states to block 
federally approved natural gas and oil pipelines, hydroelectric projects, housing 
and commercial land development, and wastewater treatment projects over 
concerns that they could impair water quality. The EPA revisions represent the 
first major changes to the Clean Water Act of the 1970s. Agency officials say the 
update promotes a timely review of the projects. But the lawsuit state claims that 
the regulation changes violate decades of legal decisions and administrative 
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HEALTH, BUSINESS, COMMUNITY, GOVERNMENT, FAMILIES, EDUCATION: 
Concerned about a growing numbers of COVID-19 cases and outbreaks, 
Oregon’s governor and state health officials yesterday announced an expansion 
of when and where we must wear masks or face coverings, along with a rollback 
on the size of indoor gatherings. They go into effect tomorrow. Oregonians ages 
12 and older are already required to wear masks in indoor public places and 
outdoors where physical distancing is not possible. But that now expands to 
everyone ages five and older. If you are working out in a gym or fitness club or 
other indoor location, you will need to wear a mask when engaging in those 
strenuous activities. Indoor venues, including restaurants, movie theatres, and 
churches, which were allowed to host gatherings of 250 people, again are being 
capped at 100. And restaurants and bars that have been staying open until 
midnight under Phase Two now must close by 10 p.m. It comes amid what state 
health officials say is an alarming increase in coronavirus cases. Dr. Dean 
Sidelinger with the Oregon Health Authority says there were more than 2,400 new 
cases last week, a 26 percent increase from previous week. And Sidelinger says 
it is getting harder to trace the source of many new infections. The sporadic 
infections, known as “community spread,” mean the virus is being transmitted by 
people who probably do not realize they are infected. Contact tracers have been 
unable to determine the source of close to half of all recent Oregon cases within 
24 hours, especially in parts of rural and Eastern Oregon. State leaders say they 
are doing everything they can to avoid closing businesses again. Governor Brown 
said yesterday she is considering limiting tourism from other states, particularly 
those travelers coming from COVID-19 hotspots. While Oregon has a low 
coronavirus infection rate compared to many other states, the recent jumps in 
cases have officials concerned. ; Masks, face shields and face coverings already 
are required statewide for indoor public spaces. They include grocery stores, 
pharmacies, public transit, personal services providers, restaurants, bars, retail 
stores, and more. And face coverings are required in outdoor public spaces when 
physical distancing is not possible. But as Oregon continues to see a surge in 
COVID-19 cases and deaths, new masking rules go into effect tomorrow. Starting 
on Friday, children age 5 and up are required to wear a mask, face shield or face 
covering. And if you are exercising indoors or outdoors when you cannot 
physically distance, masks or face coverings will be required, as well. State health 
officials say multiple studies show that wearing even a simple homemade mask or 



face covering can slow or stop the spread of COVID-19. If you are infected and 
do not realize it, those face coverings can stop most of the coronavirus-infused 
airborne water droplets that are expelled when you breathe, speak, cough, or 
sneeze. People with a disability or medical condition may request accommodation 
from the business if they cannot wear a mask, face shield or face covering. ; Here 
are a few ideas to help your child feel comfortable if they feel unsure about 
wearing a mask or other face covering: Let your child choose and decorate their 
mask. Try different styles to see which is the most comfortable. Put a mask on a 
favorite stuffed toy or draw one on a favorite book character. Introduce the mask 
when everyone is relaxed but not too sleepy. Practice wearing the mask at home 
to help your child get used to it. Play some “let’s pretend” games with characters 
who wear masks. Point out other people wearing masks while you are out. ; 
When Oregon’s kindergarten through 12th grade students return to the classroom 
this fall, most will need to wear masks or face coverings. And the Oregon 
Department of Education will distribute five million face coverings from the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to school districts to hand out 
to students, teachers, and other school employees. State education officials 
announced the new guidelines yesterday. The only exceptions will be students 
with medical exemptions. The new guidelines in the “Ready Schools, Safe 
Leaners” program outlines a framework for safely reopening schools in 
September. The mask and face covering rules come amid concerns that children, 
who appear less likely to show symptoms of COVID-19, might still transmit it to 
their teachers and other adults in the schools. There are also worries they might 
spread it to other students who might infect their families, including older adults 
such as grandparents. Recent studies indicate younger children are less likely to 
contract the virus, but that older children can be just as contagious as grown-ups. 
/ SPORTS, HEALTH: There is still a lot of uncertainty, but leaders with the 
governing body of Oregon high school sports say they are still planning for a fall 
season—but it is going to be delayed by about a month. In a letter to members, 
the head of the OSAA—the Oregon School Activities Association—said fall sports 
including Volleyball, Soccer, and Cross Country, will not hold their first contests 
until September 23. But practices may still begin on August 17. But prep football 
remains in limbo because it is considered a “full contact activity” with a higher risk 
of infection. High School Football remains on hold for now. OSAA Executive 
Director Peter Weber notes that if high school football games do take place, a 
delay to the start of competition would mean that prep football teams likely will 
play a condensed, six-game regular season. The other fall sports might see 
similar schedule trims. Winter and spring sports calendars remain unchanged, for 
now. Members of the OSAA board say they will revisit the fall calendar early next 
month to see whether the revised schedule is still viable or whether an increase in 
COVID-19 cases statewide forces additional reductions or cancellations. In the 
letter to member schools, Weber says fall sports could move to winter or spring, if 
necessary, although that could prove a challenge for students and coaches in 
multiple prep sports. Other sports considered to be “full contact” are also on hold 
for now, including Cheerleading, and Dance & Drill. And even though they do not 
include physical contact, Music as well as Speech & Debate currently are on hold, 
because they require not only close contact, but participants breathe and expel a 
lot of air. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health announced six new confirmed 
and presumptive cases of COVID-19 on Wednesday. That pushes our total case 



count to 412. Most people have recovered but officials say 46 local patients 
remain infectious. Three people are hospitalized—an increase of two from 
yesterday. The others are sick at home. Three people have died in Lane County 
since mid-March. More than 34,700 people have been tested for the virus. County 
health officials said yesterday that most new cases appear to be travel-related, as 
people travel to hot spots elsewhere in Oregon or in other states, return home, 
then fall ill. Those infections, they say, then spread to other members of their 
household or people in their social circle. Those social gatherings include parties, 
get-togethers with friends and extended family, or other social events. There also 
have been recent cases in the workplace where an infected employee comes in 
close contact with co-workers, often during breaks or lunch breaks or at after-
work gatherings. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: Managers of a popular Oregon-based 
chain of coffee kiosks say two of their employees in Florence have tested positive 
for COVID-19. In a letter to customers and employees posted on its website, 
Dutch Bros. shared the details, saying the employees work at their kiosk on 20th 
Street. Both are home and self-isolating for 14 days. Prior to their positive tests, 
one employee worked morning shifts last Friday and Saturday as well as an 
afternoon shift on Sunday. The second employee worked a day shift on Saturday 
and an evening shift on Sunday. Dutch Bros. officials say they learned of the 
positive cases on Tuesday and closed the Florence location for a deep cleaning. 
They note that they earlier took steps to limit possible spread of infection by 
requiring employees wear masks, suspending the use of personal mugs at their 
drive-up windows, and instituting a cashless payment system. / HEALTH, 
EMPLOYMENT: State health officials reported 264 new confirmed and 
presumptive COVID-19 cases on Wednesday and two more deaths. The Oregon 
Health Authority reports Oregon’s death toll from the coronavirus now stands at 
271 and since late February the state has seen close to 15,400 (15,393) COVID-
19 cases. ; State employment officials say they have paid out $3.2 (b)billion 
dollars in jobless benefits since mid-March but they are still working to clear a 
backlog of claims from self-employed, contract and “gig” workers. The agency’s 
interim director told reporters yesterday that his staff processed close to 11,000 of 
those claims last week under the federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance or 
PUA program. But he says more than 44,000 still await processing, although he 
believes his staff will have the backlog cleared by their August 8 target. It can be 
a slow process: Among other things, analysts must first determine whether a 
freelance, contract, or “gig” worker qualifies for regular unemployment benefits 
and whether they are receiving benefits from another state. If not, then the work 
begins to process their PUA application. On Friday, the Oregon Employment 
Department launched a new Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) online 
form that will make it easier for Oregonians to apply for benefits if they are self-
employed, independent contractors, or “gig” workers. State officials say it will help 
the estimated 100,000 workers who qualify for that newer aid to receive their 
weekly benefit payments faster. Employment officials say the new website 
automates the weekly certification process to help those seeking the P-U-A 
benefits to get them processed faster and more accurately. The previous manual 
process was time- and resource-intensive and led to weeks of delays. 
Employment Department leaders say the fully automated form also ensures those 
applying have submitted complete information and will warn filers if information is 
missing. Some earlier forms were accidentally being submitted with blank fields 



that delayed payments. It remains a challenging time at the Oregon Employment 
Department. In addition to massive claims backlogs and antiquated computer 
systems, the agency suffered a phone outage Tuesday afternoon as vendors tried 
to increase the system’s call capacity. And 16 employees at seven employment 
department offices have contracted COVID-19. Some are recovered and 
returning to work. But the agency’s Gresham office remains closed as a 
precaution. / CRIME: The Lane County Sheriff's Office is trying to identify a group 
of young people who are suspected of burglarizing three businesses in the 
Veneta area in the past week. If you have any tips in the cases, investigators 
would like to hear from you. On Friday, July 17, two businesses—the Veneta 
Smoke Shop and the DS Mart in Veneta—were burglarized. On Tuesday of this 
week, the Mr. Nice Guy Dispensary in Veneta was burglarized. During all three 
burglaries, the suspects broke windows and entered the stores, leaving with 
thousands of dollars of merchandise. Investigators say a group of between four 
and six people in their teens or early 20s are involved in the burglaries. They also 
are believed connected to recent burglaries in the Eugene and Springfield 
area. Video footage from one of the incidents shows the suspects leaving in what 
appears to be a light-colored minivan. The Lane County Sheriff's Office is asking 
anyone who has information about these burglaries to call 541-682-4150 then 
press 1, and refer to case # 20-4720, # 20-4721, and # 20-4808. ; Eugene Police 
are looking for the suspect in a weekend stabbing. They say around 11:15 on 
Saturday morning, July 18, they investigated an incident near West 18th Avenue 
and Chambers Street after a report that an unknown man had stabbed the 24-
year-old victim in the side of his upper body, then ran northbound on Chambers. 
Police received information that the incident happened after a brief exchange 
between the two subjects and that the suspect then followed the victim across the 
street from the area of the Subway restaurant and assaulted him near Dandelions 
Flower and Gifts Shop. The victim was hospitalized with a serious injury. The 
suspect is described as a white male, age 30-40 years, with short brown hair, 
clean shaven, and last seen wearing a black t-shirt, blue pants, and gray hooded 
sweatshirt. Contact Eugene Police Detective Jennifer Curry at 541-682-5166 if 
you have any tips in the case. / ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION, HEALTH, 
ANIMALS: The Oregon Health Authority issued a recreational use health advisory 
yesterday for Odell Lake due to the presence of a toxic algae bloom. A sample of 
the algae is being processed at a state lab to confirm the presence of the toxins, 
which can be harmful to humans and animals. If the toxins are below current 
health guidelines, the advisory will be lifted. Odell Lake is located off Highway 58, 
just east of Willamette Pass. It is a popular recreation spot and you can still head 
to the lake to play. Safe activities include as fishing, camping, hiking, biking, 
picnicking, and bird watching. Boating is safe, provided you do not go so fast that 
you create excessive water spray, which could lead to a risk of inhaling toxic 
water droplets. But avoid swimming and high-speed water activities, such as 
water skiing or power boating, in areas of the lake where the algae blooms have 
been spotted. Children and pets are at increased risk for exposure because of 
their size and level of activity. People who bring their pets to a lake with areas 
affected by a bloom for recreation activities should take special precautions to 
keep them from drinking from or swimming in these areas. Dogs can also be 
exposed to cyanotoxins when present by licking their fur, licking cyanobacteria off 
rocks, or eating cells from a bloom. Exposure to cyanotoxins can be serious and 



result in a range of symptoms, from those similar to food poisoning such as 
stomach cramping, diarrhea, nausea and vomiting, to more serious symptoms like 
numbness, tingling, dizziness and shortness of breath that may require medical 
attention. The toxins are not absorbed through the skin, but people who have skin 
sensitivities may experience a puffy red rash. Drinking water directly from areas of 
the lake affected by a bloom is especially dangerous. Toxins cannot be removed 
by boiling, filtering, or treating water with camping-style filters. Contact 
campground management or the local health department with questions about 
water at nearby campgrounds or day-use areas. People who are not on a well or 
a public water system and draw in-home water directly from an affected area are 
advised to use an alternative water source. Not all private treatment systems are 
proven effective in removing cyanotoxins. Fish caught from areas where 
cyanobacterial blooms are present should have fat, skin and organs removed 
before cooking or freezing, as toxins are more likely to collect in these tissues. 
Fillets should also be rinsed with clean water. / RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, LEGAL ISSUES, POLITICS: A Black Lives Matter 
protest in Springfield took an interesting turn yesterday evening when counter-
protesters were invited to speak at the event. KVAL reports that as supporters of 
the Black Unity event gathered outside the Springfield’s City Hall and Library, a 
counter-protest formed across the street. The Black Unity organizers say they had 
planned an evening march but instead suggested the two groups hold a forum. 
Both groups took turns speaking and answering each other's questions, then went 
home. ; The mayor of Portland was tear gassed by federal agents late 
Wednesday as he stood with protesters at a fence guarding a federal courthouse. 
Mayor Ted Wheeler said it was the first time he had been tear gassed. He 
appeared slightly dazed and coughed as he put on a pair of goggles someone 
handed him. Earlier in the night, Wheeler was jeered as he tried to rally 
demonstrators who have clashed nightly with federal agents sent in by President 
Trump to quell ongoing unrest in the city. Wheeler said it was important to oppose 
what he called an unconstitutional federal occupation. ; Attorneys for Oregon 
have argued for a restraining order against federal agents deployed to quell 
protests in Portland. A federal judge heard that argument and the U.S. 
government's defense Wednesday. Oregon's attorney general accuses federal 
agents of arresting protesters without probable cause, whisking them away in 
unmarked cars and using excessive force. Federal authorities say the allegations 
are based on "a few threadbare declarations" from witnesses and a Twitter video. 
The state lawsuit is part of the growing pushback against the Trump 
administration's use of federal agents in Portland and its plans to do the same in 
other cities. It is among many factors deepening the country's political divide. ; 
President Trump says he will send federal agents into Chicago and Albuquerque 
to help combat rising crime as he runs for reelection under a “law and order” 
mantle. Trump on Wednesday painted Democrat-led cities as out of control, even 
though criminal justice experts say the increase in violence in some cities defies 
easy explanation. The decision to dispatch federal agents to American cities is 
playing out at a hyper-politicized moment in American politics. With less than four 
months until Election Day, Trump has been serving up dire warnings that the 
violence would worsen if his Democratic rival Joe Biden is elected in November. / 
EDUCATION, BUSINESS, HEALTH: Pioneer Pacific College notified state 
agencies Tuesday that it plans to permanently close its Springfield, Portland, and 



Beaverton campuses as well as the Oregon Culinary Institute in downtown 
Portland. The Oregonian and OregonLive report the private, for profit colleges 
blame continued pandemic-related closures. The schools said they will 
permanently lay off 131 faculty and staff. The letters to state workforce officials 
describe the closure as “permanent,” beginning July 31. Pioneer Pacific offered 
programs in health care, management, and paralegal studies; the Culinary 
Institute had programs on baking and pastries and on cooking. Pioneer Pacific’s 
annual tuition and fees ranged from $17,000 to $57,000, depending on the 
program. The Culinary Institute’s degrees ranged from $18,000 or $33,000. / 
BUSINESS, HEALTH: Amid a nationwide shortage of quarters, dimes, nickels 
and pennies, the Oregon Bankers Association is encouraging consumers to 
empty their piggy banks to help small businesses facing coin shortages resulting 
from pandemic-related shutdowns. Why are coins hard to find during the 
pandemic? Because people are not spending them as regularly at businesses, 
many of either temporarily closed or are not accepting cash. Consumers migrated 
to online shopping and the use of debit and credit cards to avoid physical contact 
associated with using cash. Coins that would have been returned in change were 
no longer being circulated back into the system by shoppers. Since recirculated 
coins represent more than 80 percent of the total supply, that means more is 
sitting at home rather than being used while shopping. But that means fewer 
coins are available for those businesses that do accept cash, making tougher for 
them to produce change at the register. As businesses have reopened, demand 
for coin has increased. The federal government is making more coins, but the 
challenge is getting it to businesses as they need it and when they need it. That’s 
led to Oregon banking industry leaders and many retailers to urge consumers to 
help jumpstart the system by using their coins again. They say you can help by 
depositing your spare change at your local bank or credit union, at a coin-cashing 
machine, and by using exact amounts when making purchases. / 
AGRICULTURE, HEALTH: Sales of small farm machinery are benefiting from 
increased home-and-yard spending during the coronavirus outbreak, but the 
pandemic’s impact on larger equipment is uneven. The Capital Press reports that 
102,000 new “small tractors” under 40 horsepower sold during the first half of 
2020. That’s up 13 percent from one year ago, according to the Association of 
Equipment Manufacturers. The trend picked up steam last month, as sales in the 
smallest tractor category surged 37 percent month compared to a year ago. 
These smallest tractors are usually bought by hobby farmers and large property 
owners, while the 40- to 100-horsepower tractors more commonly used for farm 
chores, livestock, and light tillage in commercial agriculture. Dealers of building 
materials, garden equipment and supplies saw their sales increase about 10 
percent during the first half of 2020, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. /  
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HEALTH, BUSINESS, COMMUNITY, GOVERNMENT: A reminder that Oregon’s 
new mask guidelines go into effect today: Oregonians ages five and older are 
required to wear masks in indoor public places, and outdoors where physical 
distancing is not possible. If you are working out in a gym or fitness club or other 
indoor location, you will need to wear a mask when engaging in those strenuous 
activities. Indoor venues, including restaurants, movie theatres, and churches, 
which were allowed to host gatherings of 250 people, again are being capped at 
100. And restaurants and bars that have been staying open until midnight under 
Phase Two now must close by 10 p.m. Wearing even a simple homemade mask 
or face covering can slow or stop the spread of COVID-19. If you are infected and 
do not realize it, those face coverings can stop most of the coronavirus-infused 
airborne water droplets that are expelled when you breathe, speak, cough, or 
sneeze. If you have a disability or medical condition, you may request 
accommodation from the business if they cannot wear a mask, face shield or face 
covering. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health announced seven new confirmed 
and presumptive cases of COVID-19 on Thursday. That pushes our total case 
count to 419. Most people have recovered but officials say 42 local patients 
remain infectious, down by four from Wednesday. Two people are hospitalized. 
The others are sick at home. Three people have died in Lane County since mid-
March. More than 35,500 (35,526) people have been tested for the virus. County 
health officials said yesterday that most new cases appear to be travel-related, as 
people travel to hot spots elsewhere in Oregon or in other states, return home, 
then fall ill. Those infections, they say, then spread to other members of their 
household or people in their social circle. Those social gatherings include parties, 
get-togethers with friends and extended family, or other social events. There also 
have been recent cases in the workplace where an infected employee comes in 
close contact with co-workers, often during breaks or lunch breaks or at after-
work gatherings. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: As Lane County’s COVID-19 case 
count continues to grow, a new program at the University of Oregon is bolstering 
countywide contact tracing and supporting people who are self-quarantining. The 
U-O Student Corps to Combat Coronavirus, or “Corona Corps” for short, launched 
on July 1 to assist contract tracers with Lane County Public Health. Sixteen 16 
students serve as contact tracers, with close to 25 more on standby should case 
numbers continue to climb in Lane County. The core group of 16 students can 
manage more than 125 contacts a day, including daily check-ins with those who 



are self-isolating. University Health Services provides the space for the call 
center, operates from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., seven days a week. Students involved in 
the effort receive an hourly wage and tuition-free credits for their training. The 
check-ins continue for the full 14 days that someone with a confirmed or 
suspected case of COVID-19 is asked to quarantine. Like their counterparts with 
Lane County Public Health, Corona Corps members ask during their daily calls 
whether patients have developed symptoms, how they are doing overall, and 
whether they need additional assistance. They can assist those who might have 
been exposed to the virus with getting tested. And they provide information and 
answer questions for those concerned about missing work, mounting bills, and 
buying groceries. The Corona Corps students can arrange for case managers to 
assist with those issues so a person’s quarantine may continue. Corona Corps 
organizers say the student contact tracers also are in contact with students 
handling similar efforts in other Western states. They see it both as learning and 
public service. It comes as officials say Lane County’s new case numbers for July 
are triple what they were in June. / HEALTH, AGRICULTURE: State health 
officials reported 331 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases on 
Thursday and two more deaths. Among the counties seeing recent surges: 
Douglas County, which yesterday reported 20 new cases. Many recent cases are 
tied to summer travel and an outbreak among workers at a Douglas County 
blueberry farm. The Oregon Health Authority reports Oregon’s death toll from the 
coronavirus now stands at 273 and since late February the state has seen more 
than to 15,700 (15,713) COVID-19 cases. It comes as the Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday released the latest coronavirus projections predictions. The 
computer modeling determined that, based on the current rate of cases and 
assuming transmission stay the same, the state will have 1,600 new confirmed 
daily infections and 27 new daily hospitalizations by mid-August. For the month of 
July, Oregon has averaged about 315 cases a day. If transmission decreased by 
10 percentage points from current rates, the computer models estimate number of 
new infections would decrease over time to 600 infections a day by Aug. 13 with 
17 hospitalizations. In a more "pessimistic" model, officials said if transmission 
increases by 10 percentage points from the current rates, there could be 2,300 
new daily confirmed infections and 46 hospitalizations a day. Meantime, the state 
is allocating more than nine million dollars in federal funds to more than 170 
community groups and organizations across the state to beef up local responses 
to the pandemic. The money will help add more contact tracers in areas seeing 
case surges; enhance social services for those forced to quarantine during the 
pandemic; and increase local outreach efforts to better share health information. ; 
The number of reported coronavirus cases in the United states topped four million 
yesterday. Health experts say the actual number of those infected is likely far 
higher. There were close to 70,000 new cases on Thursday (69,998) and more 
than 1,100 deaths (1,116). The number of new cases is up about 24 percent over 
the past two weeks as COVID-19 infections continue to surge across the Sunbelt 
states including California, Arizona, and Florida. / BUSINESS, DEVELOPMENT: 
The Oregonian and OregonLive are reporting that the Hynix chip factory in West 
Eugene, which has been vacant for a dozen years, could be back in use next 
year. An Ohio-based company, Stratacache, plans to start a pilot line in Eugene 
by next summer to build video display technology. The plan is to start with about 
100 workers and slowly ramp up production to several hundred employees by the 



following year. Reporter Mike Rogoway writes that privately held Stratacache 
makes technology for digital signs used as highway billboards, fast-food menu 
boards, airport ticket kiosks and retail displays. The 21-year-old company has 
1,100 employees and says it has sold 3.3 million digital signs. The company’s 
CEO, Chris Riegel, said Stratacache hopes to make MicroLEDs, the next 
generation in video display technology, in Eugene. Hynix spent $1.5 billion 
building and equipping the 1.2-million-square-foot facility to manufacture 
computer memory chips. But the Korean company only operated in Eugene for a 
decade. The facility closed in 2008 amid a downturn in the memory chip market, 
putting 1,400 people out of work. / SPORTS, HEALTH: Multiple sports media 
outlets are reporting that the Pac-12 is planning a 10-game conference-only 
football schedule this fall. The San Jose Mercury News first reported the 
scheduling plan, which could be finalized as soon as next week, if approved by 
the league’s presidents and chancellors. Earlier this month, the Pac-12 followed 
the lead of the Big-10 and canceled its non-conference games amid surging 
nationwide cases of the coronavirus and reports that a number of college athletes 
across the country had tested positive. Under the plan, the season would begin 
Sept. 19 for eight of the conference schools, including Oregon and Oregon State, 
but four others would have games one week earlier, on Sept. 12. Sources say 
each team would play its five division opponents and five of six teams in the 
opposing division, with five home games and five road games. The schedules still 
are being finalized. The Pac-12 championship game, currently scheduled for Dec. 
4 at Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas, could move back one or two weeks to 
accommodate the new schedule. Oregon is currently scheduled to play four home 
games and five road games, starting at Colorado on Sept. 26, while Oregon State 
has five home games and four on the road, with Washington State traveling to 
Corvallis on Sept. 26. The Ducks do not currently play Utah or UCLA and the 
Beavers do not play USC or Colorado. / SPORTS, EDUCATION: Congratulations 
to former Duck quarterback Justin Herbert. Yesterday he was named the “Division 
I CoSIDA Academic All-American of the Year.” Herbert was selected from all 
men’s and women’s NCAA athletes. Herbert, who graduated the University of 
Oregon with a degree in general science and a 4.01 GPA, previously won the 
Campbell Trophy, commonly known as the academic Heisman. He also was 
named Pac-12 Football Scholar Athlete of the Year. The Eugene native and 
Sheldon high School graduate was selected by the Los Angeles Chargers in 
April’s NFL draft as the sixth overall pick. Herbert is the third Oregon athlete to 
claim the Academic All-American award, joining Bill Musgrave (1990) and Galen 
Rupp (2009). / SPORTS: The WNBA opens its season this weekend and three 
former Oregon stars are in action. Saturday at 9:00 a.m. on ESPN, Sabrina 
Ionescu takes to the court with the New York Liberty as they meet the Seattle 
Storm. At noon on Sunday on ABC (KEZI), Ruthy Hebert and the Chicago Sky 
meet the Las Vegas Aces. And Sunday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. on CBS (KVAL), 
former Duck Satou Sabally and the Dallas Wings take on the Atlanta Dream. / 
CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: Portland Police say there 
were more fires and criminal activity outside the federal courthouse overnight. It 
came after a group of more than one thousand people gathered outside 
Portland’s Justice Center and Federal Courthouse and for several hours blocked 
traffic as participants demonstrated. At 11 p.m., police say a small group began 
setting fires inside the fence that protects Portland’s Federal Courthouse. Officers 



said several other people were seen shaking the fence, launching projectiles over 
the fence, and using different tools to try and dissemble the fence. As several 
people breached the fence, federal officers came outside to disperse the crowd. 
Police say some of those federal officers were struck by projectiles, incendiaries, 
and flashed with lasers. The federal police took similar steps around one a.m. this 
morning. Shortly before 2 a.m., Portland Police declared an unlawful assembly for 
those remaining outside the courthouse. Over the next several hours, the group 
slowly dissipated. No arrests were made by Portland Police. ; At the request of 
some members of Oregon’s Congressional delegation, two government 
watchdogs have opened investigations into the conduct of federal agents 
responding to unrest in Portland following abuse of power allegations by 
members of Congress, local officials and the public. The Justice Department 
watchdog said Thursday that it would investigate use of force allegations in 
Portland. Its counterpart at the Department of Homeland Security said it would 
examine whether officers from the agency improperly detained and transported 
protesters in the city last week. Democrats in Congress cheered the 
announcement of the investigations. ; A federal judge has specifically blocked 
U.S. agents from arresting or using physical force against journalists and legal 
observers at the ongoing Portland protests. The demonstrations have sparked 
confrontations between local officials and President Trump over the limits of 
federal power. U.S. Judge Michael Simon made his ruling late Thursday, a day 
after Portland’s mayor was tear-gassed by federal agents as he made an 
appearance outside a federal courthouse during raucous demonstrations. 
Protesters have gathered in Oregon’s largest city for nearly two months straight 
since George Floyd was killed in Minneapolis. ; Black leaders and protesters say 
the surge in protest activity targeting the federal intervention in Portland has not 
distracted from their anti-racist message. Instead, they say, it has shined a 
spotlight on it. Crowds that came out in droves to protest police brutality and 
racism after George Floyd’s death in Minneapolis had dwindled to a few dozen as 
the weeks went by. Since President Trump deployed militarized federal agents to 
the progressive city, the numbers of protesters have swelled again into the 
thousands. While chaos has engulfed the streets and demonstrators chant "feds 
go home,” they continue to call for racial justice. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, YOUTH, ANIMALS, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE: 
Protect your child: NEVER leave them in hot cars. More than three dozen children 
die of in hot cars annually in the United States. Heatstroke can happen when the 
temperature is as low as 57 degrees, and car interiors can reach well over 110 
degrees even when the outside temperature is in the 60s. Avoid accidental child 
deaths in hot cars: Never leave children alone in a vehicle to run even a short 
errand. Use drive-thru windows at banks, dry cleaners, and restaurants whenever 
possible. Use a debit or credit card to pay for gas at the pump. Put a purse, 
cellphone, or other item you will need in the back seat of your car. This will ensure 
that you check the back seat before leaving the vehicle. Make a habit of opening 
the back door of your car and checking the back seat whenever you exit it. Keep 
a stuffed animal or toy in your child's unoccupied car seat. Put that item in the 
front seat when you place the child in the seat as a reminder that the child is in 
the back of the car. If a child is missing, immediately check the car, including the 
trunk. If you see a child alone in any vehicle for more than a few minutes, get the 
child out and call 911. Learn more at www.kidsandcars.org ; As the weather heats 
up, keep your pets safe: Leave pets at home when running errands.  Leaving your 
animal in a parked car, even for just a few minutes can easily cause heat stroke 
or brain damage. A car's interior temperature can increase in minutes, even with 
the windows slightly open. Dogs are especially vulnerable to heat stress because 
they do not sweat in the way that humans do; they release body heat by panting. 
Keep pets inside during the heat of the day; do not leave them outside 
unattended. Make sure pets have access to water bowls full of cool, fresh water. 
When pets are outside, be sure there are shaded areas for them to rest in and 
invest in a misting hose or kiddie pool for a cool place for your pets to play. Limit 
or skip on exercise at the dog park during the heat of the day. Always test the 
pavement or sand with your hand before stepping out (too hot to touch is too hot 
for your pet). Walk early in the morning or late at night when it is cooler, carry 
water and take frequent breaks in shady spots. If you suspect your pet’s paws 
have been burned, contact your vet immediately. Dogs should not ride in 
uncovered pickup truck beds.  The hot metal truck bed can burn your pet’s paw 
pads. Heatstroke symptoms can include restlessness, excessive thirst, heavy 
panting, lethargy, lack of appetite, dark tongue, vomiting and lack of 
coordination.  If your animal is overcome by heat exhaustion, consult your 
veterinarian right away. ; Construction, landscaping, and agriculture are some of 



the outdoor jobs that can expose workers to dangerous high heat. Labor-intensive 
activities in hot weather can raise body temperatures beyond the level that 
normally can be cooled by sweating and may lead to heat exhaustion or heat 
stroke. Oregon OSHA encourages employers and workers to learn the signs of 
heat illness and take precautions. A person overcome with heat exhaustion will 
still sweat but may experience extreme fatigue, nausea, lightheadedness, or a 
headache. The person could have clammy and moist skin, a pale complexion, 
and a normal or only slightly elevated body temperature. If heat exhaustion is not 
treated promptly, the illness could progress to heat stroke, and possibly even 
death. Water, rest, and shade are the three things to remember. Employers 
should ensure workers are taking water breaks throughout the day and provide 
shade to give their body time to recover. To help those suffering from heat 
exhaustion: Move them to a cool, shaded area. Do not leave them alone. Loosen 
and remove heavy clothing. Provide cool water to drink (a small cup every 15 
minutes) if they are not feeling sick to their stomach. Try to cool them by fanning 
them. Cool the skin with a spray mist of cold water or a wet cloth. If they do not 
feel better in a few minutes, call 911 for emergency help. Certain medications, 
wearing personal protective equipment while on the job, and a past case of heat 
stress create a higher risk for heat illness. Heat stroke is a different condition than 
heat exhaustion. There are several reactions that occur in the human body with 
heat stroke: hot, red skin (looks like a sunburn); mood changes; irritability and 
confusion; and collapsing (person will not respond to verbal commands). 
Immediately call for emergency help if you think the person is suffering from heat 
stroke. If not treated quickly, the condition can result in death. Here are some tips 
for preventing a heat-related illness: Perform the heaviest, most labor-intensive 
work during the coolest part of the day. Use the buddy system (work in pairs) to 
monitor the heat. Drink plenty of cool water (one small cup every 15 to 20 
minutes). Wear light, loose-fitting, breathable clothing (such as cotton). Take 
frequent short breaks in cool, shaded areas – allow your body to cool down. Avoid 
eating large meals before working in hot environments. Avoid caffeine and 
alcoholic beverages (these make the body lose water and increase the risk of 
heat illnesses). / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: Eugene 
Police say they are seeking video or photos of any criminal activity that took place 
Saturday night into early Sunday when a riot was declared in and around parts of 
downtown. A number of businesses were vandalized. Police arrested six people 
for rioting and cited a seventh. One person was arrested for unlawful use of a 
weapon. Yesterday, business owners worked to clean up shattered windows and 
extensive graffiti. Saturday evening started with a planned Black Lives Matter 
protest outside the Eugene federal courthouse. Police say a counter-protest 
formed with several members carrying firearms and estimated the size of the 
combined gathering at close to 300 people. Officers say they witnessed a man 
firing a handgun into the air from within the crowd of protestors and they arrested 
44-year-old Robert Welch for Unlawful Use of a Weapon and Recklessly 
Endangering Another Person. Investigators say the weapon was discarded by the 
suspect as he fled the scene, but recovered by officers with the help of witnesses. 
But just before 10 p.m., after the counter-protest had dispersed, police say 
someone launched aerial fireworks toward the federal courthouse as original 
group began its march through nearby streets. Police say members supporting 
the protest group blocked traffic while the protestors remain in roadways but that 



the march was peaceful as about 200 people moved toward downtown. When the 
group arrived outside the Lane County Jail, police say some in the crowd threw 
fireworks into the employee parking area and lit smoke bombs at the front of the 
facility before moving on about ten minutes later. At about 10:45 p.m., police say 
the group formed at 8th Avenue and Charnelton Street and some members of the 
crowd removed EWEB signs in the area and tagged the front of the Police 
Auditor’s office. Around 11:00 p.m., police say the group passed a business near 
Broadway and Willamette and people tried to remove a picnic table from a local 
brewery. Ten minutes later, members of the group broke windows and tagged the 
Wells Fargo Bank building on the corner of Broadway and Oak Street. Police say 
the holes in Wells Fargo’s windows were large enough for entry, but no suspects 
were found inside. Police say the now-riotous group moved east on Broadway, 
tagging buildings and breaking a window of the Whole Foods store, ripping up a 
street sign, then launching fireworks at the Elkhorn Brewing, breaking several 
windows and tagging that business with graffiti. Police say employees still were 
inside the building but escaped safely as police moved into the area. Officers say 
they admonished members of the group that their assembly was unlawful as it 
north on Hilyard with numbers still estimated around 200 people. Police say 
additional street signs were torn out and that as participants moved past NW 
Community Credit Union they rolled a dumpster into the roadway, while others 
tried to start fires at the federal courthouse shortly after 11:30 p.m. Police say as 
the group made its way onto 7th Avenue westbound, against the flow of traffic, a 
support vehicle drove behind the group and the driver failed to yield or leave the 
area when ordered to by police. He was arrested. Police say additional arrests 
followed as subjects refused to disperse and the group continued to move 
through city streets. Police say on male suspect and a 14-year-old girl were 
arrested for Riot and Disorderly Conduct as they dragged newspaper boxes into 
the roadway and were throwing rocks at the officers and vehicles. Officers say 
they also encountered subjects throwing rocks at them near 8th Avenue and 
Lawrence Street shortly before midnight and deployed pepperballs in response. 
Police say one citizen was assaulted by a member of the riotous crowd at about 
the same time. Officers say members of the crowd continued to hurl projectiles at 
them as they followed to group into the Jefferson-Westside neighborhood. At 
Jefferson Street and West Broadway, officers say they attempted to defend 
themselves from incoming projectiles just after midnight by deploying two 
canisters of CS gas. Police say that prompted some members of the crowd to 
leave the area. But officers also reported having fireworks launched at them by 
members of the same crowd. At about 12:10 AM, officers said they were pelted 
by large rocks by members of the crowd. Several officers received minor injuries 
from that assault. Police say the group moved back toward the federal courthouse 
as participants dispersed in multiple directions. Police made additional arrests 
near 8th Avenue and Mill Street. Those arrested for Riot or other charges include 
26-year-old Emma Haskins; 32-year-old Daniel Sasha Newman; 22-year-old 
Benjamin Isiah Gregg; 37-year-old Michael Thomas Madden; 40-year-old Kelly 
Fitzgerald; and 21-year-old William Gibson. The 14-year-old girl was charged with 
Riot, Interfering, and Resisting Arrest and released to her parents and cited in lieu 
of custody. Police also say a video posted by another protester showing the girl’s 
later interactions was taken out of context, that she was never Tased, and that 
others shown in the video wearing street clothes and behaving aggressively are 



not Eugene Police officers. Note: If you have photos or videos to share with 
police, please contact Detective Jeff Baugh at 541-682-5292 or jbaugh@eugene-
or.gov ; A peaceful protest morphed into an intense early morning confrontation 
between demonstrators and law enforcement in Oregon's largest city. U.S. agents 
fired what appeared to be tear gas, flash bangs and pepper balls early Monday to 
clear a mass of protesters outside the federal courthouse in Portland. Some 
protesters had climbed over the fence surrounding the courthouse. Others shot 
fireworks, banged on the fence, and projected lights on the building. The city has 
seen nightly protests for two months since the death of George Floyd. Earlier 
Sunday, Portland police say a person was shot at a park near where the protests 
take place. A bag was also found containing loaded rifle magazines and Molotov 
cocktails. ; A U.S. judge on Friday denied Oregon’s request to restrict federal 
agents’ actions when they arrest people during protests in Portland. The judge 
said the state lacked standing to sue on behalf of protesters. The state attorney 
general calls the ramifications of the ruling “extremely troubling.” Protests against 
racial injustice that have gone on every night for two months often spiral into 
violence. President Trump deployed federal agents early this month to tamp down 
the unrest despite outcry from Democratic leaders in Oregon. It has further 
inflamed the nation’s political tensions and triggered a crisis over the limits of 
federal power. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health announced 18 new 
confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases on Friday and another 13 over the 
weekend. That pushes our total case count to 450. Most people have recovered 
but officials say 39 local patients remain infectious. Two people are hospitalized. 
The others are sick at home. Three people have died in Lane County since mid-
March. More than 35,500 (35,574) people have been tested for the virus. On 
Friday, county health officials said two new cases are tied to long-term care 
facilities: A staff member at Waterford Grand Assisted Living tested positive but 
investigators say the employee did not directly care for residents while in the 
infectious period. Testing is being conducted of all staff and residents and the 
facility is following all public health recommendations. The facility is located at 600 
Waterford Way in Eugene. A resident at Avamere Riverpark tested positive for 
COVID-19 during weekly surveillance testing. The facility is following all public 
health recommendations. The facility is located at 425 Alexander Loop in 
Eugene. County health officials say most of this month’s new cases appear to be 
travel-related, as people visit to hot spots elsewhere in Oregon or in other states, 
return home, then fall ill. Those infections then spread to other members of their 
household or people in their social circle. The social gatherings include parties, 
get-togethers with friends and extended family, or other social events. There also 
have been recent cases in the workplace where an infected employee comes in 
close contact with co-workers, often during breaks or lunch breaks or at after-
work gatherings. ; Over the weekend, state health officials reported a combined 
685 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19—408 on Saturday and 277 on 
Sunday—and a combined seven more deaths. The Oregon Health Authority 
reports Oregon’s death toll from the coronavirus now stands at 282 and since late 
February the state has seen more than to 16,700 (16,756) confirmed and 
presumptive COVID-19 cases. The number of reported coronavirus cases in the 
United states topped 4.2 million yesterday. Health experts say the actual number 
of those infected is likely far higher. The nation’s death toll stands at close to 
147,000 (146,935). / SPORTS: The WNBA opened its season over the weekend 



with three former Oregon stars in action: Sabrina Ionescu had 12 points, six 
rebounds and four assists in her WNBA debut with the New York Liberty, who fell 
to Seattle 87-71. The Seattle Storm roster includes Springfield High School 
graduate Mercedes Russell. Ruthy Hebard came off the bench in the second half 
to help the Chicago Sky defeat the Las Vegas Aces 88-86. Satou Sabally started 
for the Dallas Wings as they dropped their opener against the Atlanta Dream, 
105-95. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: The Marion County Sheriff’s Office is 
investigating a report that a man fell off a tube while floating the Santiam River 
near Interstate 5 and drowned. A witness said he saw the man fall off the tube 
and go under, come back up and try swimming against the current before going 
back under. The witness says the victim was last spotted about 30 feet from 
shore. The man was not wearing a life jacket. His name is being withheld until 
relatives are notified. / TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMY: The average price of 
regular-grade gasoline inched up less than penny over the past two weeks to 
$2.25 per gallon. That is 56 cents below the average pump price from a year ago. 
Prices stand at an average $2.63 for a gallon of regular unleaded this morning in 
Eugene-Springfield. That two cents less than last week. Industry analyst Trilby 
Lundberg of the Lundberg Survey said crude oil prices have remained stable and 
there is an abundant supply of U.S. gasoline to meet demand. /  
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LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, RACIAL JUSTICE, POLITICS: They support 
peaceful protests supporting the Black Lives Matter movement. But Eugene city 
officials and the Eugene Police yesterday said there is no place for the kind of 
vandalism, destruction of property, and rioting that took place Saturday night and 
early Sunday morning. Mayor Lucy Vinis called the weekend clashes between 
protesters and counterprotesters, followed by hours of confrontations between 
rioters and police, “unacceptable and unworthy.” She said counterprotesters 
created an “antagonizing presence” as many showed up with weapons and one 
fired his gun in the air, adding that their actions are, quote, “not welcome here.” 
Vinis says Eugene has seen two months of mostly peaceful protests and criticized 
the small number of people she said took advantage of Saturday evening’s 
peaceful event to “incite violence and destruction.” Eugene City Council member 
Greg Evans said officials are working with local activists and community members 
to reevaluate police policies but that he and other city officials will not tolerate 
violence and destruction during or after protests. Evans described those who 
committed the weekend violence as, quote, “a few bad actors,” and said they did 
not represent the goals of the peaceful protesters. Eugene Police Chief Chris 
Skinner also reiterated that, quote, “Eugene Police Department takes care of 
Eugene’s streets.” The remarks came in response to rumors heading into the 
weekend that federal officers being deployed in Eugene. Skinner told reporters 
during a media event Monday that the U.S. Marshal did send a handful of officers 
to the federal courthouse in case people broke in, but all stayed inside the 
building and were never deployed. Skinner added that the eight people arrested 
in connection with the weekend rioting and the 14-year-old girl cited and released 
to the custody of her parents were all local residents. Rioters broke windows on 
some businesses and defaced them with graffiti. Eugene Police say they were 
pelted with rocks and other objects when they responded and eventually used 
pepperballs followed by tear gas to disperse the unruly crowd. ; A top official says 
federal militarized officers will remain in Portland until attacks on the U.S. 
courthouse cease. The mayors of six U.S. cities are appealing to Congress to 
make it illegal for the U.S. government to deploy militarized agents to cities that 
do not want them. The mayors of Portland, Seattle, Chicago, Kansas City, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, and Washington, D.C., wrote to leaders of the U.S. 
House and Senate pushing for limits on agent deployments. ; The mayors of six 
U.S. cities are appealing to Congress to make it illegal for the U.S. government to 



deploy militarized agents to cities that do not want them. The mayors of Portland, 
Seattle, Chicago, Kansas City, Albuquerque, New Mexico, and Washington, D.C., 
wrote to leaders of the U.S. House and Senate pushing for limits on agent 
deployments. The move came Monday as a top official said federal militarized 
officers would remain in Portland until attacks on the U.S. courthouse cease. 
Early Monday, U.S. agents repeatedly fired what appeared to be tear gas, flash 
bangs and pepper balls at protesters. ; Protesters are suing the Trump 
administration to rein in what they describe as an out-of-control response by 
federal agents to demonstrations in Portland. The nonprofit Protect Democracy 
filed the lawsuit Monday in federal court in Washington, D.C., on behalf of several 
individual protesters as well as the anti-racist organization Don't Shoot Portland 
and Wall of Moms, a group of mothers who have sought to place themselves 
between protesters and police. The complaint argues that while federal law allows 
federal officials to protect federal property, the heavily militarized agents who 
have responded in Portland have gone far beyond simply protecting property. 
Federal authorities say the agents have been responding to criminal attacks. ; 
Attorney General William Barr is defending the aggressive federal law 
enforcement response to civil unrest in America. In prepared remarks later today 
before the House Judiciary Committee, Barr’s opening statement notes that, 
quote, "violent rioters and anarchists have hijacked legitimate protests" ostensibly 
linked to George Floyd's death at the hands of Minneapolis police. Barr will say 
that the violence in Portland and other cities is disconnected from the death of 
Floyd. He describes Floyd’s death as a "horrible" event that prompted a 
necessary national reckoning on the relationship between Black men and law 
enforcement. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health officials will provide another 
update on our local COVID-19 cases later this morning. They say there were a 
total 21 new infections since Saturday, which pushes our total case count to 458. 
Most people have recovered but officials say 35 local patients remain infectious. 
Three people are hospitalized. The others are sick at home. Three people have 
died in Lane County since mid-March. More than 38,800 (38,841) people have 
been tested for the virus. ; Tomorrow, Lane County Public Health hosts another 
“frontline worker” testing event. It takes place in the parking lot of the Lane Events 
Center off West 13th Avenue in Eugene from 1-5 p.m. This is designed for people 
who work in jobs where they deal frequently with members of the public but do 
not have access to regular testing through their workplaces. That might include 
grocery workers, gas station attendants, restaurant and bar workers, customer 
service representatives, bus drivers, retail workers and others. If you have an 
insurance card, bring it. The testing is free, but this is a way to the county to 
receive some reimbursement for testing supplies and use that money to fund 
future testing opportunities. ; State health officials yesterday reported 340 new 
confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases but no new deaths. Experts with the 
Oregon Health Authority say a summary of last week’s more than 38,000 
coronavirus tests indicated 4.8 percent were positive. That represents the first 
weekly decline in positivity percentages since the numbers began increasing in 
late May. According to test results, Lane County continues to have a lower 
infection rate than many Oregon counties, coming in around one percent. As is 
the case locally, the largest number of cases statewide by age group is among 
young adults in their 20s and 30s. Most have mild symptoms, but they can spread 
the virus to older adults and more vulnerable people while they are infected. ; 



State health officials say they continue to receive widespread reports of extended 
turnaround times for the processing of tests at commercial laboratories. In some 
cases, results are being reported up to two weeks after specimen collection, 
which can make it difficult for contact tracers to determine a source of 
transmission and locate everyone who might have been exposed to newly 
infected patients. Supply shortages of testing materials due to supply chain issues 
continue to be factors in the testing delays. The Oregon Health Authority reports 
Oregon’s death toll from the coronavirus remains at 289 since late February. The 
state has seen more than to 17,000 (17,088) confirmed and presumptive COVID-
19 cases. The number of reported coronavirus cases in the United States neared 
4.3 million yesterday (4,294,770). Health experts say the actual number of those 
infected is likely far higher. The nation’s death toll climbed by more than 1,000 
yesterday, to slightly more than 148,000 (148,056). / YOUTH, EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY, LOW-INCOME, SAFETY, CRIME: Friends of the Children, a 
national nonprofit that pairs children facing the greatest obstacles with a paid, 
professional mentor (called a Friend) for more than 12 years, is launching a 
Friends of the Children—Lane County chapter. This is the fifth location in Oregon, 
with other locations in Portland, Gresham, Central Oregon, and the Klamath 
Basin. Matt Springer, Friends-Lane County executive director, says that every 
child in Lane County deserves the opportunity to dream big and reach their goals, 
but too many children are facing challenges – like neglect, racism, abuse and 
poverty – that can seem impossible to overcome. Springer says long-term 
mentoring can help youth and families break the cycles of adversity. Friends-Lane 
County will select children with the assistance of the Oregon Department of 
Human Services (DHS) and Lane County schools, including Eugene’s Caesar 
Chavez Elementary School. Each child is paired with a Friend who spends four 
hours a week with the child. Because of the pandemic, the initial sessions will be 
virtual ones. The role of the Friends is to support the youth—and by extension, 
their families—for more than 12 years by building trusting relationships and 
providing critical social, emotional, and academic support. Friends of the Children 
was founded by Oregon philanthropist and University of Oregon alumnus Duncan 
Campbell in 1993. It specializes in serving youth whose families have been 
impacted by economic instability, foster care, racism, substance abuse, parental 
incarceration, and other traumatic events. In recent years, the organization has 
expanded to support parents through an innovative Two-Generation (2Gen) 
model. An independent evaluation of the Friends of the Children program’s 
graduates showed that: 92% of graduates go on to enroll in post-secondary 
education, serve our country or enter the workforce; 83% of youth obtain a high 
school diploma or GED; 93% remain free from juvenile justice system 
involvement; 98% wait to parent until after their teen years. Lane County has a 
disproportionate number of children in foster care compared to the state as a 
whole. Officials with the Department of Human Services say the number of 
children in care has decreased from around 1,100 to 820. But 30-35 children 
continue to enter care in Lane County each month. DHS hopes partnerships with 
groups like Friends of the Children will help children safely remain with their 
families. Several high-profile funders and leaders in the area have been 
instrumental in bringing the chapter to Lane County, including football star Joey 
Harrington, the Oregon Community Foundation, the Tykeson Family Foundation, 
and Lane County District Attorney Patty Perlow. In addition to the new Lane 



County chapter, Friends of the Children is in 21 other locations. Friends-Lane 
County is in the process of building a local board of directors and hiring Friends 
and staff. Interested candidates can visit Friends-Lane's website at 
https://friendsofthechildren.org/lane-county-oregon-chapter for a list of open 
positions. Matt Springer, executive director of the new chapter, brings 22 years of 
social services and nonprofit experience to his new role. Springer was the 
program director for Northwest Youth Corps and served in other nonprofit agency 
roles at organizations. He moved to Eugene after working in higher education in 
Montana. Springer earned a master’s degree in public policy and a certificate in 
nonprofit management at the University of Oregon. / HEALTH, SAFETY, 
RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: State and federal officials say in the quest to 
escape amid the coronavirus pandemic, people are flooding Oregon's beaches, 
forests, and mountains in unprecedented numbers. The Statesman Journal 
reports that has brought a spike in accidents, garbage, and bear activity in 
recreation areas. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department spokesman Chris 
Havel says they are seeing a level of use well beyond a normal year especially on 
the Oregon Coast and west of the Cascades. Rangers say more people outdoors 
is a generally a good thing especially because the virus does not spread as 
effectively outdoors. Havel says the best way to help during unprecedented times 
is to come early, choose less crowded places and pack out all trash. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Wildfire season is in full swing across Oregon. 
Yesterday, officials with the Willamette National Forest said crews were 
responding to six new fires following Monday afternoon’s and evening’s 
thunderstorms in the Oregon Cascades. Officials planned two aerial 
reconnaissance flights yesterday to help detect any additional new wildfire starts. 
They said in social media posts yesterday evening that a quick response was 
helping to keep the blazes small while crews build containment lines. The 
Claggett Fire, located near Crown Lake in the Mount Jefferson Wilderness, was 
the largest yesterday morning at approximately two acres in size. The fire is 
burning in heavy timber. A large helicopter dropped water on it during the early 
attack on Monday evening and was available yesterday, as well. The blaze forced 
the closure of a handful of nearby trails and trailheads, as well as portions of 
some Forest service roads. Several other new starts were on the Middle Fork 
Ranger District, with the largest fire at one acre on the slopes of Immigrant Butte. 
That fire was burning yesterday in steep terrain, amid heavy timber and downed 
snags. On the McKenzie River Ranger District, smokejumpers responded to a 
new start in the Mount Washington Wilderness. With additional thunderstorms 
forecast yesterday afternoon and possibly this afternoon, any visitors that see or 
smell smoke are asked to call 9-1-1. Willamette National Forest officials say 
visitors to the mountains should watch for increased fire traffic on forest roads and 
the possibility of light to moderate smoke in the vicinity of any new fires. ; The 
wildfire starts come as officials with the Oregon Department of Forestry said 
yesterday that, due to extreme heat and drier conditions, almost all Oregon 
Department of Forestry districts in Western Oregon have raised their fire danger 
level to high (yellow). The only exceptions are for the coastal counties of Clatsop, 
Coos, Curry and Tillamook, which remain at moderate fire danger. Counties 
experiencing high fire danger include Lane, Benton, Linn, Lincoln, Marion, 
Multnomah, Polk, Washington, Yamhill, Clackamas, Columbia, Jackson, and 
Josephine. A number of activities with the potential of starting fires are more 
closely restricted during periods of declared high fire danger. See details at 
https://gisapps.odf.oregon.gov/firerestrictions/PFR.html / EDUCATION, HEALTH: 
What will it take for Oregon’s schools to safely reopen with in-person instruction? 
According to new metrics released yesterday by the governor and state education 
officials, a lot fewer infections. And so far, experts say most counties—including 
Lane County—do not meet those targets. If things do not improve, officials say 



that could mean most Oregon students will start their fall classes online. That is 
something most districts are already planning, either with all-online or a hybrid of 
online and in-person education. Leaders with the Oregon Health Authority say the 
goal is to keep students safe and to prevent the spread of the coronavirus to 
teachers and staff, families, and others. They say local and state data tied to 
COVID-19 cases will guide the decisions on in-person reopening. According to 
the new health guidelines: For a school district to begin any form of in-person 
learning, the county in which it is located must have 10 or fewer new cases per 
100,000 residents over the previous seven days. In addition, the countywide and 
state “positivity rates” for coronavirus testing must be five percent or less over the 
span of a week. During the past week, officials say case rates across Oregon 
were about 50 per 100,000 people—five times the threshold—and the state’s test 
positivity rate was approaching five percent. Students who do return to the 
classroom will be required to wear masks, along with teachers and school staff. 
Last week, the Oregon Department of Education announced that it was allocating 
$5 million to distribute face masks to school districts to meet the requirement. 
There are some exceptions to the new state metrics: For kindergarten through 
grade three classrooms and rural school districts with fewer than 100 students — 
the criteria are looser. In those cases, in-person instruction may begin if there are 
fewer than 30 cases per 100,000 and if COVID-19 is not actively spreading in the 
school. But there still must be a positivity rate of five percent or less. Based on 
these exceptions, Sidelinger says 13 counties might be eligible for in-person 
learning. Health officials say evidence indicates younger students get the virus at 
lower rates, are less ill, and spread the virus less than older students and adults.  
But research indicates older students are as contagious as adults. On Monday, 
hundreds of Oregon teachers held a car caravan protest in Salem, calling for no 
in-person classes until counties report 14 days of no new COVID-19 cases. The 
nation’s largest teachers’ union, the American Federation of Teachers, on 
Tuesday authorized its members to strike if their schools plan to reopen without 
proper virus safety measures. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health hosts 
another “frontline worker” testing event this afternoon. It takes place in the parking 
lot of the Lane Events Center off West 13th Avenue in Eugene from 1-5 p.m. This 
is designed for people who work in jobs where they deal frequently with members 
of the public but do not have access to regular testing through their workplaces. 
That might include grocery workers, gas station attendants, restaurant and bar 
workers, customer service representatives, bus drivers, retail workers and others. 
If you have an insurance card, take it with you. The testing is free, but this is a 
way to the county to receive some reimbursement for testing supplies. ; Lane 
County Public Health officials announced another six new confirmed or 
presumptive COVID-19 infections yesterday, which pushes our total case count to 
464. In some good news, there are fewer infectious patients: Down to 28 from 35 
yesterday. Also, one person went home from the hospital so only two people 
remain hospitalized. Three people have died in Lane County since mid-March, but 
the last death was in late spring. ; State health officials yesterday reported 342 
new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases and a single-day record 14 new 
deaths. That pushed Oregon’s death toll above 300, to 303. Officials with the 
Oregon Health Authority marked the somber milestone by extending their 
condolences to the families who have lost a loved one. They say it is a stark 
reminder of the work all Oregonians need to do to bring the pandemic under 



control. Among the COVID-19 related deaths announced yesterday, a 26-year-old 
Yamhill County man. The state has had more than to 17,400 (17,416) confirmed 
and presumptive COVID-19 cases. The number of coronavirus cases in the 
United States rose to more than 4.3 million yesterday (4,352,304) as the nation’s 
death toll topped 149,000 (149,260). / HEALTH, ECONOMY, EMPLOYMENT, 
LOW-INCOME: Officials in a number of U.S. states warn that a Republican 
proposal to slash the $600 weekly benefit boost for those left jobless because of 
the coronavirus shutdown could result in weeks or even months of delayed 
payments in some states. They say that’s because older computer systems that 
took weeks to set up for the initial federal unemployment enhancement would 
need to be reprogrammed again— twice— under the GOP plan. The interim head 
of the Oregon Employment Department is expected to discuss the situation during 
a media availability later today. His counterparts in Florida, Ohio, Tennessee, 
Louisiana, Washington state, and California, among others, sounded alarms this 
week about the reprogramming needed to incorporate the new proposal. Several 
states warned they still have not cleared their backlog of initial filings for the 
original supplemental benefits. How to handle unemployment is a fiercely 
contested part of the debate as Congress negotiates the latest relief legislation. 
Democrats want to bring back the federally funded $600-a-week unemployment 
bonus that is expiring, saying it’s a way to keep families and the economy afloat in 
a time when there are far more people out of work than jobs available. 
Republicans argue the current amount is so high that it encourages people to 
remain on unemployment. They want to reduce it in two steps: First, by cutting the 
benefit by two-thirds — to $200 a week through September. Then they want to 
switch that flat rate to a percentage in which the unemployed would receive 
benefits equal to no more than 70% of their previous incomes in November and 
December. Many states, including Oregon, are running their unemployment 
benefits programs using outdated computer hardware and software that dates to 
the 1970s. Some states took more than one month to figure out how to process 
the initial $600 a week benefit when it went into place this spring, leaving laid-off 
workers in the lurch as the numbers of unemployed skyrocketed. As of last week, 
more than 16 million Americans were receiving unemployment benefits. Some 
analysts warn that even a change in the flat-rate boost could be delayed because 
states need to wait for federal guidance before implementing changes. Switching 
to a percentage of income would be even harder. They say it would be difficult to 
gather the data needed to determine the previous incomes for people who were 
self-employed or were gig workers. Such workers are generally not eligible for 
unemployment benefits, but they are under coronavirus relief legislation. / 
HEALTH, FAMILIES, LOW-INCOME: More assistance to households trying to put 
food on the table during the pandemic. The Oregon Department of Human 
Services has received approval from the federal Food and Nutrition Service to 
continue providing increased food benefits in August. The additional month of 
emergency assistance is intended to help ease the threat of chronic hunger in 
Oregon and will result in an additional $30 million going to eligible Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program or “SNAP” recipients in Oregon next month. The 
state also will continue to waive the interview requirement for new applicants – 
making it faster and easier for Oregonians to access benefits. No additional action 
is needed from Oregonians already enrolled in SNAP. The increase brings all 
households to the maximum SNAP benefit. Households that already receive the 



maximum benefit will not receive any additional benefits. Officials say the 
maximum SNAP benefit for a single-person household will be $194. For a 
household of five it will be $768, with added amounts for each additional person 
above that. SNAP households will automatically receive the additional allotment in 
the same way they receive their current benefits. For most customers this is 
through an EBT card. The allotment will not permanently change a household’s 
monthly benefit amount. It is a temporary supplement to help during the current 
health crisis. The Department of Human Services will not be sending individual 
notices to households about the emergency allotments. In addition, Oregon 
received approval to continue to waive the requirement to complete an interview 
for new SNAP applicants. This change will allow us to process applications faster 
and better serve those Oregonians hardest hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. Staff 
will still reach out to new applicants to offer additional resources, explain 
requirements and answer questions. Learn how to apply for SNAP and other 
benefits online or by phone at https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/COVID-
19/Pages/Home.aspx / LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, RACIAL JUSTICE: A 
senior White House official says the Trump administration has started talks with 
the Oregon governor's office and indicated that it would begin to draw down the 
presence of federal agents in Portland if the state steps up its own enforcement. 
The senior administration official stressed to The Associated Press that the talks 
with the office of Democratic Gov. Kate Brown are in the early stages and there is 
no agreement. Just one day earlier, the administration was weighing whether to 
send in more agents. Trump on Tuesday called the protesters "anarchist 
agitators." Brown did not immediately respond to a request for comment Tuesday. 
; Attorney General William Barr defended the aggressive federal law enforcement 
response to civil unrest in America as he testified for the first time before the 
House Judiciary Committee. He pushed back against angry, skeptical Democrats 
who said President Donald Trump's administration is unconstitutionally 
suppressing dissent. The hearing, held Tuesday as the late civil rights icon John 
Lewis lay in state steps away in the Capitol rotunda, highlighted the wide election-
year gulf between the two parties on police brutality and systemic racism in law 
enforcement, which Barr argued does not exist. Massive protests have sparked 
unrest across the nation following the death of George Floyd at the hands of 
Minneapolis police and calls for reform have grown louder. ; Portland 
Commissioner Chloe Eudaly says the city is fining the federal government $500 
every 15 minutes until it removes an unpermitted fence blocking a bike lane on a 
street near the federal courthouse. The Oregonian/OregonLive reports Eudaly 
oversees the transportation bureau and said Tuesday the government hasn’t 
responded to her demand to remove the fence, which surrounds part of the 
federal courthouse. She said the bill is now $192,000 “and counting.” The fence 
has become the focal point of nightly protests as ongoing marches and 
demonstrations devoted to racial justice and curbing police violence escalated in 
recent days with the arrival of federal law enforcement teams. / LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, POLITICS: A federal judge says a wrongful death lawsuit 
stemming from the fatal shooting of a man who helped lead the armed occupation 
of an Oregon wildlife refuge can proceed against Oregon State Police, but 
allegations against other federal, state and local government entities should be 
tossed. U.S. Magistrate Judge Patricia Sullivan recommended that allegations 
against the FBI, federal Bureau of Land Management, Oregon's governor, and 



Harney County should be thrown out of the lawsuit brought by the man's wife. The 
Oregonian reports a federal district judge now must decide whether to accept, 
reject or modify Sullivan's recommendation. / SPORTS: Two former Oregon 
women’s basketball stars face off on the hardwood tonight. Sabrina Ionescu and 
the New York Liberty meet Satou Sabally and the Dallas Wings in a WNBA game 
that tips off a little after 5 p.m. on the CBS Sports Network. Both teams have a 
young roster. Ionescu was the overall Number One draft pick when she was 
selected by the New York Liberty. Sabally was the Number Two pick in the draft 
and started on Sunday with the Dallas Wings. The WNBA teams are in an 
isolation bubble at the IMG Academy in Bradenton, Florida. A soundstage was 
converted into a pair of basketball courts, using court materials that were 
purchased for but not used for the spring’s canceled NCAA Final Four. ; Former 
Oregon pitcher David Peterson threw for 5-2/3 innings to win his major league 
debut and lead the New York Mets to an 8-3 victory over the Boston Red Sox on 
Tuesday night. In doing so, Peterson became the first Mets starting pitcher to win 
his major league debut since Steven Matz in 2015. Peterson allowed two runs on 
seven hits and two walks, striking out three on the day he was called up from the 
team’s alternate training site. The 2017 first-round draft pick then struck out J.D. 
Martinez getting the ball as a souvenir and retired Rafael Devers on a groundout 
to end the inning. The Mets swept the two-game series and sent the Red Sox to 
their fourth consecutive loss. The teams now move to New York for another two 
games at Citi Field. /  
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RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, POLITICS: Protesters and 
counter-protesters clashed in Springfield’s Thurston area overnight and police 
made some arrests. It came after a planned march by the group Black Unity that 
started at Jesse Maine Memorial Park. But as the group marched into the nearby 
neighborhood, they encountered a police barricade. As tensions grew, police 
declared an unlawful assembly and multiple sources say chants turned into a 
physical confrontation between some demonstrators and officers. Police made a 
number of arrests. As marchers returned to the park, they were met with counter-
protests. Springfield Police are expected to release additional details later today. ; 
Both the Trump administration and Oregon leaders declared victory after 
yesterday morning’s announcement that U.S. agents guarding Portland’s federal 
courthouse during violent demonstrations will pull back. Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
said Wednesday agents with U.S. Customs and Border Protection and with 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement will begin leaving the city's downtown 
area today. But Trump administration officials say some would remain in the 
building and the entire contingent will stay in the city on standby. But it remains 
unclear whether the agreement will reduce tensions that have led to more than 
two months of protests. The deal calls for Oregon State Police to take over 
outside security at the federal courthouse fence. ; Oregon Gov. Kate Brown says 
federal officers who have been guarding the U.S. courthouse during violent 
protests in Portland will start leaving today. But Trump administration officials say 
some agents will remain in the building and the entire contingent will stay in the 
city in case they are needed. The agreement is intended to reduce tensions and 
the violent clashes between law enforcement and some protesters. The deal calls 
for Oregon State Police to take over outside security at the federal courthouse 
fence. ; U.S. court officials in Oregon are reviewing bans on future protesting that 
were placed on some people arrested during demonstrations in Portland after 
some raised concerns that the prohibitions violated the First Amendment. A 
federal judge with the U.S. District Court in Portland is reviewing every case to 
look at the wording of release conditions. The protest bans, first reported by 
ProPublica, were included in at least a dozen cases — most of them involving 
misdemeanor charges of failing to obey a lawful order. Defendants had to agree 
to stop attending protests, rallies, and public gatherings to be released from jail. / 
EMPLOYMENT, ECONOMY, HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: The interim head of the 
Oregon Employment Department says claims analysts continue to make headway 



in clearing a backlog of jobless benefits claims. But David Gernstenfeld says it will 
still take several more weeks to process tens of thousands of applications from 
self-employed, contract and “gig” workers under that newer Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance or PUA program. Plus, he says tens of thousands of 
those PUA workers are awaiting results of what is known as the “adjudication 
process” to determine whether their claims are eligible for benefits payments. 
Because of the state’s backlog and the detail involved in each workers’ case, that 
process can take weeks or months to resolve. The state continues to hire 
additional adjudicators to reduce the backlog. Meantime, Gerstenfeld says delays 
in Congress on a new coronavirus relief bill could result in more delays before 
those expiring $600 weekly additional payments are replaced with a new amount. 
Close to 130,000 Oregon workers received the supplemental payments last week, 
totaling $78 million dollars. In fact, of the $3.4 (b)billion paid out by the Oregon 
Employment Department since mid-March, $2.2 (b)billion is for that extra $600 
weekly benefit. But talks over the next coronavirus aid package have reached a 
stalemate at the U.S. Capitol. Republicans are signaling they might be willing to 
swiftly approve a modest package to prevent a $600 weekly unemployment 
benefit from expiring tomorrow. But President Trump is dismissing Democratic 
demands to include aid for cash-strapped cities and is lashing out at Republican 
allies. State employment officials say with the benefit expiring and no word yet on 
what will replace it, it could take weeks to implement any new payment program 
approved by Congress. Gernstenfeld says that is because, regardless of the new 
amount, state employment agencies will have to wait for specific guidance from 
federal officials on how to implement the changes. Then, state programmers 
begin writing computer code to incorporate the new payment program and new 
amounts. And they must take time to test before the update goes live, to ensure 
the changes do not cause problems with the issuing of regular weekly jobless 
benefits. Oregon has received 640,000 jobless claims since mid-March. The state 
has largely worked through a backlog of regular unemployment claims, which 
once numbered more than 100,000. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health 
officials announced another ten new confirmed or presumptive COVID-19 
infections yesterday, which pushes our total case count to 474. Thirty-two patients 
are currently considered infectious and five of those are hospitalized, an increase 
of three from yesterday. The rest are being monitored while they are sick at 
home. The vast majority of local patients are people in their 20s and 30s, 
accounting for two out of every five cases. Most COVID-19 patients, especially 
younger adults and teens, experience only mild symptoms during their illness. 
Three people have died in Lane County since mid-March, but the last death was 
in late spring. ; State health officials yesterday reported 304 new confirmed and 
presumptive COVID-19 cases and eight new deaths. That pushed Oregon’s death 
toll to 311. In some encouraging news, the Oregon Health Authority reported that 
of the more than 42,000 people tested last week for the coronavirus in Oregon, 
5.1 percent has a positive result. That is down from 6.6 percent the previous 
week. That said, there were more than 2,200 new cases of COVID-19 in Oregon 
last week, an increase from the previous week, and 27 Oregonians died, which 
also was up from the week before. More than half of the recent deaths have been 
concentrated among residents from Multnomah, Marion, and Umatilla counties. 
The average age of residents across all of Oregon who died during that span has 
been 77. Health experts also released an updated chart of the most common 



symptoms reported by coronavirus patients. Slightly more than half said they had 
a cough. Other common symptoms included headaches, muscle aches, fevers 
and chills, and shortness of breath. Some patients reported a loss of smell and 
taste. About one in five had nausea or diarrhea. The number of coronavirus cases 
in the United States rose to more than 4.4 million yesterday (4,426,982) as the 
nation’s death toll topped 150,000 (150,713). Many of the nation’s COVID-19 
hotspots continue to be across the southern tier of states, although infections are 
also climbing in parts of the Midwest. The global case total has topped 17 million 
with more than 667,000 deaths. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY: Some Oregonians are beginning to receive those packets of 
mystery seeds from China. Officials with the Oregon Department of Agriculture 
said yesterday they have received hundreds of calls and emails from residents 
who received small packages in the mail. That follows similar complaints from 
people across the U.S. and Canada. The labeling often indicates they contain 
jewelry. But when people opened them, they found packets of dried seeds in a 
sealed plastic bag. State ag officials do not know what type of seeds they are but 
are warning people not to plant them. They are concerned they might sprout 
noxious weeds or contain plant diseases or be genetically modified. Federal 
officials suspect the seeds are a part of what is known as a “brushing scam.” A 
brushing scam involves a vendor shipping an unsolicited inexpensive product to 
someone, and then submitting positive reviews on their behalf. It is used to boost 
a company’s visibility and product ratings. The Oregon Department of Agriculture 
and its counterparts across the country are working with the Department of 
Homeland Security to investigate the mysterious mailings and analyze the seeds. 
If you received one of the mailing, officials ask that you save the seeds and their 
shipping packaging, as well as the mailing label. If you already opened the 
packet, place all materials (seeds and packaging) into a zip lock bag and seal it. 
Then place it in an envelope and mail it to: Oregon Department of Agriculture. 
Plant Protection and Conservation, 635 Capitol Street NE, Suite 100, Salem, 
Oregon 97301. Do not plant any of the seeds. If you already planted the seeds, 
please contact Dr. Helmuth Rogg, ODA Plant Programs Director at 503-986-4662 
or hrogg@oda.state.or.us To reach APHIS please call 1-844-820-2234 or email 
CustomerServiceCallCenter@aphis.usda.gov / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Want 
further evidence of how dry things are? Oregon Highway 38 was closed for 
several hours about seven miles west of Drain, after a tree fell over, struck some 
nearby powerlines, and sparked a small wildfire. Officials with the Oregon 
Department of Forestry all but a handful of coastal western Oregon districts along 
with the Douglas Forest Protective Association have raised their fire danger levels 
to high of today because of continued hot, dry conditions. Various potential fire-
starting activities are more closely restricted during periods of declared high fire 
danger. Specific restrictions may vary, so check with your local ODF district office 
or the online state map at https://gisapps.odf.oregon.gov/firerestrictions/PFR.html 
/ CRIME, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: A 39-year-old Sutherlin man is facing 
charges of Reckless Burning, interfering With a Firefighter, and Menacing. It 
comes after investigators say he started six fires in the forest northeast of the 
community of Glide on Tuesday night. Around midnight, Douglas County Sheriff’s 
deputies say they were notified that the Douglas Forest Protective Association 
had been dispatched a crew to a reported wildfire near McComas Creek. When 
firefighters arrived in the area, they located Jedediah Ezekiel Fulton and that he 



was armed with a machete. They said Fulton wanted the firefighters to give him a 
ride into Glide and told them if they did not, he would set additional fires. When 
deputies arrived, they say Fulton was still armed with a machete. He was 
eventually taken into custody and admitted to setting multiple fires in the area. He 
told deputies he had been in the forest for approximately 3 hours and was 
attempting to get help. Fulton got his ride—to the Douglas County Jail. Fire 
officials they found six fires in the McComas Creek area with the largest around a 
quarter acre in size. Combined, the six blazes totaled about an acre. Crews 
mopped up overnight. /  
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UTILITIES, COMMUNITY: Yesterday’s widespread power outage in northeast 
Eugene was caused by a substation failure. It started shortly after 8:20 a.m., 
lasted close to 90 minutes, and darkened thousands of homes and businesses in 
the Cal Young, Norkenzie, and Gilham neighborhoods. The area is roughly 
bounded by Coburg Road on the east and Delta Highway to the west. It included 
areas on both the south and north sides of the Beltline Highway. Utility officials 
tweeted that it, quote, “looks like a classic squirrel vs. substation situation.” / 
RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Oregon Department of Fish & 
Wildlife: Best fishing bets for beating the heat. Head for the hills. Cooler air and 
water temperatures at higher elevation lakes and reservoirs are easier on both 
fish and anglers. You can drive to many popular locations. But if you’re hankering 
for an adventure, consider hiking into one of backcountry lakes that are stocked 
every two years. Go to the beach. It is cooler at the beach and there are several 
ways to spend a day fishing. Surfperch fishing from the beaches and jetties; 
salmon, tuna and bottomfish charters; crabbing and clamming (check the 
regulations above to make sure you are legal). Spend a day in the shade. Water 
in the upper reaches and smaller tributaries of many rivers are shaded by trees – 
keeping the water a bit cooler. Also target fish in deeper pools. / RECREATION, 
ENVIRONMENT, WILDLIFE: Paddlers, a reminder from the Oregon State Marine 
Board: Operators of non-motorized boats will need to carry a Waterway Access 
Permit beginning August 1. The permit is required for all non-motorized boats 10 
feet and longer and replaces the Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Prevention 
Permit. Failure to show the permit is a Class D violation with a $115 fine. The 
permit funds two programs. One helps to improve facilities and access. This might 
include adding vehicle parking spaces, non-motorized boat launches, restrooms, 
low-freeboard docks, and more. Another helps continue to fund ODFW-managed 
boat inspection stations for aquatic invasive species. Proceeds also help pay for 
boating safety education, equipment, and access to underserved communities. 
Permits are not required on federally designated wild and scenic rivers where 
other permits are already required (boater pass or lottery permits) or for youth 13 
and younger. Permits are transferrable to other paddlecraft. For example, if a 
family has two or more paddlecraft, but only one is on the water at one time, then 
only one permit would be required. Three purchasing options are available: 
One week (valid for 7-days from the date of purchase from ODFW) for $7, one 
calendar year for $17, and two calendar years for $30. Permits can be purchased 



through: The ODFW Electronic Licensing System at 
https://odfw.huntfishoregon.com/login  where you can print out permit or display 
using the ODFW App; Boat Oregon Store at https://apps3.oregon.gov/ which 
provides you with a downloadable PDF to save on your mobile device or to print 
and carry with you. If it’s your first time using the Boat Oregon Store, here’s some 
help getting started: https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/title-registration/Pages/Online-
Store-Help.aspx Learn more about Waterway Access Permits at 
https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/boater-info/Pages/AIS-FAQs.aspx and how Marine 
Board funding supports boating needs in Oregon at 
https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/info/Pages/Business-Services.aspx / 
RECREATION, SAFETY, CRIME, TRANSPORTATION, BUSINESS: From Travel 
Lane County / Eugene Cascades & Coast: Long before COVID-19, outdoor 
recreation has been big business throughout Lane County and Oregon. As health 
and safety guidelines have impacted our ability to participate in traditional 
gatherings for sports, concerts, fair and festivals, more, many more people are 
hitting the trails and waterways. Kayak and other watercraft sales have surged 
and so has the sales of bicycles. Cycling in Oregon generates over $400 million in 
annual economic activity, so seeing cyclists heading to world class mountain bike 
trails, to gravel roads in our forest lands and to paths and roads throughout the 
county is common and supports our local businesses. What isn’t common are 
recent reports of bad and potentially dangerous actions directed toward cyclists. 
Recent incidents along popular area cycling routes have cycling groups on high 
alert. In two incidents involving road rage along Fir Butte Road, west of Eugene, 
drivers “buzzed cyclists repeatedly and drove back and forth running them into 
the ditch.” Neither victim was injured, and license plate information was provided 
to the Lane County Sheriff’s office. These are not isolated incidents as cyclists 
report being screamed at and having liquids thrown at them from moving 
vehicles.  Travel Lane County supports vibrant cycling experiences throughout 
the region and encourages drivers to share the road with local and visiting 
cyclists. This is particularly important as events such as the Oregon Gran Fondo, 
which brought hundreds of cyclists to south Lane County last weekend, and the 
annual Blackberry bRamble, sponsored by the Greater Eugene Area Riders 
(GEARS), is occurring in August. The Blackberry bRamble would typically occur 
on one day in August, but due to COVID-19 the event will allow participants to 
choose the day they prefer to participate during the month of August. The 
bRamble routes will take cyclists along roads where recent road rage incidents 
have occurred. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: Compared to much of Oregon, Lane 
County has fewer cases of COVID-19 and fewer hospitalizations. The number of 
new cases dropped by 40 percent last week. And we have a low “positivity test 
rate” (1.6 percent). But it is not all good news. Lane County Public Health officials 
say they are still having trouble tracing the source of some infections, particularly 
as residents return from vacations and other travel to coronavirus “hot spots” in 
Oregon and other states. In many instances, those returning residents are 
infecting others in their household and occasionally in their workplace. County 
health officials say it is a reminder of the importance of limiting your contacts 
when you travel, washing your hands frequently, and wearing a mask. Officials 
announced ten new COVID-19 infections yesterday. Thirty-four recent patients 
remain infectious and five of those are hospitalized. Most of our cases—four out 
of five—have been among residents of the Eugene-Springfield metropolitan area. 



But there was a recent outbreak in Florence, which accounts for 18 cases so far. 
Most of those now involve someone who became infected and then spread it to 
others at home. Officials say Lane County has exceeded its goal for average daily 
tests, which is helping them track the spread of infections in our community. 
There have been more than 40,000 people tested since the pandemic begin and 
the average now stands at 786 tests per day. But there are still delays of up to a 
week or more for some test results, a reflection of the national shortage of testing 
materials. County public health experts say two in every five local COVID-19 
patients have preexisting chronic lung conditions and a number of those are 
current smokers. They say if you are a smoker and have been thinking about 
quitting, this is a great time to do it. If you plan to continue smoking, they 
encourage you to take additional precautions because you are statistically more 
vulnerable to health complications and hospitalization. The most common 
symptoms of the coronavirus reported by local patients include coughing, a 
headache, muscle aches, fever, loss of taste and smell, a sore throat, chills, and 
nausea. ; Officials add that local businesses are working hard to provide a safe 
environment for their customers. They say you can do your part to help them stay 
open by wearing a mask to ensure your favorite businesses do not become 
sources of outbreaks, are not forced to close, and do not suffer a loss to their 
reputation. This fall, county health leaders say it will be the same with any schools 
that begin in-person classes: Make sure your child knows how to wear a mask 
and practice safe hygiene. Help them learn to protect others, especially those with 
vulnerable health. (LCPH) – County officials say they also are hearing about 
misinformation that has been spread nationally being shared locally. It is time for 
rumor control: If you see any posts or emails claiming that the county is using 
testing to try to shutdown businesses and schools, it is not true. In fact, it is just 
the opposite: By testing and determining the source of infections, Lane County 
Public Health can identify and contain those cases and keep everyone else safe 
and businesses operating. There is also intentional misinformation effort 
circulating nationally that claims some people who showed up at testing events 
and left before being tested claimed they were receiving mailing claiming they had 
a positive test. Again, not remotely true. For starters, Lane County NEVER 
notifies those with positive test results by mail. You would receive a phone call 
from contact tracers. Local officials say they have double- and triple-checked their 
testing records and have not found a single instance of anything close to what the 
fake emails and posts are claiming. Further, they say when they compare the 
emails and posts people have shared with them, the wording is identical to the 
bad information that is being circulated nationwide, further indicating that it is 
intentional misinformation. ; Health officials on Thursday reported the state's first 
decline in weekly coronavirus cases since early May. The drop was small. But 
experts added that the state’s percentage of positive test results also eased a bit, 
from 6.6 percent to 5.1 percent. More people have been hospitalized since early 
June. The numbers are like the peaks we saw in March and April. But Oregon’s 
hospitals report they still have plenty of available beds in their intensive-care 
units, which means capacity is not being strained. So far. Yesterday the Oregon 
Health Authority reported 416 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases 
and five more deaths. The state's total case count since the start of the pandemic 
has surpassed 18,100 and Oregon’s death toll now stands at 316. Northeastern 
Oregon’s Umatilla County reported the highest number of new cases on Thursday 



— 101. Umatilla is one of ten Oregon counties on a state “watch list” for their high 
numbers of infections and the difficulty contact tracers are having in determining 
their sources of transmission. Umatilla’s positive test rate is stunningly high at 23 
percent and close to half of its recent cases cannot be tracked to a known source. 
Another Eastern Oregon county, Morrow County, now has a positivity test rate of 
30 percent and more than half of its new cases cannot be traced. Umatilla and 
Morrow Counties yesterday rolled back from a Phase Two reopening to Phase 
One because of their recent coronavirus surges. Two Oregon counties—Lincoln 
County, home to the city of Newport, and Union County, which includes La 
Grande—have seen declining numbers of new infections and successful contact 
tracing. That has allowed them to leave the watch list. But Portland’s Multnomah 
County, Salem’s Marion County, along with Hood River County on the Columbia 
Gorge were added yesterday. When counties are placed on the state’s watch list, 
they receive added resources, including additional testing personnel and supplies 
as well as the efforts of contact tracers from other parts of the state. / LOW-
INCOME, ECONOMY, UTILITIES: New energy assistance funding is available to 
Lane County residents who are struggling to pay their utility and heating bills. The 
sign-up list opens on Monday morning. Lane County has received an additional 
$1.5 million in energy assistance funding from the federal office of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) as part of a larger coronavirus relief effort. It is called the 
Energy Assistance Stability Coronavirus Relief Program or EASCR. The program 
helps households with qualifying income that have been affected financially or 
from a health standpoint by the pandemic. The money helps pay for home energy 
expenses and is separate from earlier energy assistance programs. The program 
provides qualifying households with a one-time payment toward their energy bill. 
It may be applied to electricity, natural gas, home heating oil, propane, wood 
pellets and wood. Your household might automatically qualify if you are already 
receiving funding through programs such as LIHEAP (LIE-heap), OHP or 
Medicaid, SNAP, TANF, WIC, and several others. For this round of funding, the 
household income limits are also higher, so even if you did not qualify for earlier 
programs, it is worth checking out the details on this one. Household with 
incomes at or below 80 percent of Lane County’s “area median income” are 
eligible. For example, a household of one person can have a gross monthly 
income as high as $3270. A household of four can have a gross monthly income 
of $4670. The amount of assistance a household receives depends upon financial 
need, but the one-time payments can range from $500-$1500. Interested 
households may call one of the agencies listed below for an appointment. Have 
you received money through an earlier energy assistance program? You still may 
apply for this fund. The new energy assistance funding program opens for 
applications on Monday, August 3, at 9:00 a.m. Lane County agencies will begin 
accepting phone calls for appointments on August 3 at 9:00 a.m. For more 
information go to www.lanecounty.org/energyassistance  There are two other 
energy assistance programs accepting applications in Lane County: LIHEAP and 
LIHEAP CARES. Residents are encouraged to apply for all programs for which 
they are eligible. More information on LIHEAP and LIHEAP CARES can be found 
at www.lanecounty.org/energyassistance There are also additional energy 
assistance programs available in Lane County specific to utility companies. 
Customers can call their utility company for information about these programs. / 
RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, SAFETY: There was another 



protest and march last night in Springfield. It was peaceful, lasted a few hours, 
and included a stop at the home of Springfield’s mayor—who briefly addressed 
the gathering—and outside the Springfield Police Department. Earlier, Springfield 
Police provided more detail on Wednesday night’s confrontation with protesters in 
the Thurston area as well as details on the eight people arrested. They include 
five protesters accused of clashing with officers who had set up a barricade to 
prevent marchers from entering Highway 126. Police say that stretch of Main 
Street has seen several “vehicle versus pedestrian” fatal and injury accidents in 
recent years and they feared for the safety both of demonstrators and drivers. But 
as tensions escalated at the barricade, police declared an unlawful assembly and 
arrested five people Wednesday evening for ignoring the warnings, refusing to 
disperse, and being involved with physical confrontations with officers. Those 
arrested are identified as 36-year-old Jennifer Renee Surdyk; 20-year-old 
Tyshawn L. Ford; 29-year-old Kaziah Brianna Myers; 21-year-old Victoria Sophie 
Ramsperger; and 39-year-old Trevor Ronald Pasley. Police say as officers 
attempted to take those individuals into custody they were attacked by some 
demonstrators who attempted to pull the suspects free, kicked and punched 
officers, bit officers, and threw batteries, full water bottles, and other objects at 
officers. Springfield Police say multiple officers were injured during the exchange. 
After demonstrators returned to a nearby park and began leaving the area, police 
say they arrested one counter-protestor, 34-year-old Geena Jolee Shipman, 
whom officers say was involved in a verbal dispute and physical altercation with a 
member of the march. Investigators say the victim of the assault was taken by 
ambulance to the hospital for treatment. Early Thursday morning, police say some 
supporters of the march were outside Springfield’s Municipal Jail waiting for their 
associates to post bail. Police say a handful of people began applying graffiti to 
jail windows and two were arrested after fleeing the scene in a vehicle. They are 
identified as 21-year-old Tealeanna Izabella Lindseth and 20-year-old Gracee 
Rachelle Brooks. ; Oregon State Police yesterday took over the job of protecting 
the exterior of Portland’s federal courthouse that has been a target of violent 
protests. It comes as local authorities try to reduce the intensity of demonstrations 
that have taken place for more than two months. Having state and local officers 
step up their presence was part of a deal between Oregon’s governor and the 
Trump administration. It is expected to lead to a drawdown in the number of U.S. 
agents who were deployed to the city. Oregon State Police troopers have sent 
added personnel to Portland as part of the arrangement. Portland’s mayor says 
local authorities will use tear gas only if there is a danger of injury or death. 
Federal officers had used it nightly. On Wednesday night into Thursday morning, 
they say a protest involving several hundred people resulted in two arrests after 
some items were thrown at the federal courthouse and a handful of people lit 
small fires on the street and sidewalk. But police say most people left the area by 
about 2:30 Thursday morning. Yesterday, Portland Police cleared out a park 
across the street from the Hatfield Federal Courthouse that demonstrators have 
used as a staging ground. They said there were shocking amounts of litter and 
they recovered some concerning items in the park, including a pipe, a chain with 
a lock, and a sledgehammer, as well as leaf blowers, helmets, body armor, and a 
shield. Overnight and early this morning, The Oregonian and OregonLive reports 
an afternoon gathering of thousands of people was largely peaceful. Portland 
Police say an evening demonstration of a few hundred people included some who 



lit small fires on the street and sidewalk. But they say others in the group 
extinguished the fires. When some protesters climbed the fence surrounding the 
federal courthouse, others told them to come down and they did. Police say they 
heard people in the crowd repeating that the protest was to remain peaceful. 
Portland Police say most of the speeches ended around one this morning and 
people dispersed over the next two hours. ; Those arrested during protests in 
Portland are self-described parents, Black Lives Matter activists, and people 
taking advantage of the nightly chaos. An Associated Press analysis of more than 
200 arrests shows that even those accused of breaking the law during the nightly 
rallies do not neatly fit into President Trump's depiction of protesters as 
"anarchists and agitators." An analysis of court documents, social media posts 
and other public records from people arrested since mid-June reveals a group 
whose motives are as varied as the acts leading to their arrests. Most were local 
and had no criminal record in Oregon. Many appear to be college students. /  
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CRIME, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: If you were driving on U.S. Highway 101 
between Florence and Coos Bay on Saturday morning and saw or encountered a 
reckless driver behind the wheel of a green older-model Dodge 1500 pickup with 
a green canopy, investigators with the Oregon State Police would like to hear 
from you. They say they began receiving 9-1-1 calls about the vehicle, reported 
stolen out of Eureka, California, around 10:30 Saturday morning. Officials say the 
driver reportedly was involved in multiple hit-and-run incidents where he used the 
pick-up to strike other vehicles. By the time the suspect, 47-year-old Kevin 
Simpson of Eureka, was arrested there were dozens of reports and Simpson told 
investigators he believed he had struck 26 different vehicles. State police say the 
damage reports stretched from Coos Bay to a spot located on private property 
near Siltcoos Lake, south of Florence, where the truck crashed through a gate 
leading to private property and became stuck in the sand. In many cases, 
vehicles were struck from behind. In Coos Bay, for example, one driver said after 
being rear-ended the driver of the stolen pick-up accelerated, attempting to push 
the vehicle into the intersection. One person was injured during the series of 
incidents and transported to the hospital in Florence for treatment. Simpson was 
taken to the Lane County Jail for Failure on charges related to Hit and Run, 
Reckless Endangerment, Reckless Driving, and Criminal Mischief. Oregon State 
Police are looking for other witnesses to the vehicular crime spere and would like 
you to contact the them if you do. ; On Sunday afternoon, Junction City Police 
arrested a Cheshire man after they say the vehicle he was driving sped through 
town at 57 miles per hour. Investigators say Vergil Lee McGrath of Cheshire was 
charged with DUII, Reckless Driving and Attempting to Elude. Police say that as 
the vehicle sped out of Junction City toward Harrisburg shortly before 4:15 on 
Sunday afternoon, it ran the red light at 18th Avenue but that the driver was 
eventually stopped near McMullen Lane north of town and was taken into custody 
without incident. Investigators say they learned the Lane County Sheriff’s Office 
had been trying to locate McGrath. He was wanted for an incident on Saturday 
where he allegedly fired multiple rounds at another person. / HEALTH: Federal 
officials say an outbreak of salmonella infecting nearly 400 people in more than 
30 states, including Oregon, has been linked to red onions that are likely from a 
California company. The Oregon Health Authority says at least 76 people have 
been sickened in our state, with 18 of those patients hospitalized. The Food and 
Drug Administration says Thomson International Inc. of Bakersfield, California, 



notified the agency that it will recall all varieties of onions that might have come in 
contact with the potentially contaminated red onions, because of the risk of cross-
contamination. The FDA advises you to avoid eating or serving red, white, yellow, 
or sweet onions from Thomson International or products containing such onions. 
If you determine whether your onion is from Thomson International, throw it out. 
And because salmonella-tainted foods can contaminate any surfaces with which 
they come in contact, the FDA recommends you take extra steps to cleaning and 
sanitizing any surfaces and containers that may have come in contact with the 
onions. This includes cutting boards, slicers, countertops, refrigerators, and 
storage bins. Salmonella infections are nasty: Contact your health care provider if 
you develop diarrhea, fever, and abdominal cramps. More severe cases might 
include a high fever, aches, headaches, lethargy, a rash, blood in the urine or 
stool, and in some cases may become fatal. / HEALTH, LOW-INCOME: A 
reminder that two energy assistance funds for Lane County residents who are 
struggling to pay their utility and heating bills open for applications at 9:00 this 
morning. Lane County has received an additional $1.5 million in energy 
assistance funding from the federal office of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
as part of a larger coronavirus relief effort. It is called the Energy Assistance 
Stability Coronavirus Relief Program or EASCR. The program helps households 
with qualifying income that have been affected financially or from a health 
standpoint by the pandemic. The money helps pay for home energy expenses 
and is separate from earlier energy assistance programs. Have you received 
money through an earlier energy assistance program? You still may apply for this 
fund. Lane County agencies will begin accepting phone calls for appointments on 
August 3 at 9:00 a.m. For more information go to 
www.lanecounty.org/energyassistance Meantime, the Eugene Water & Electric 
Board is offering $200,000 in energy assistance funding to its customers this 
month. That is double the amount of funding ordinarily available in its bill 
assistance programs and the fourth time since this spring that the utility has 
beefed up its assistance. But EWEB officials say many customers who have 
fallen behind on their payments still have not applied for the programs. Customers 
with past-due balances are encouraged to do so before normal collection 
processes resume, including service disconnections as a last resort. So far in 
2020, EWEB has provided more than $1.2 million in bill assistance to 4,560 
customers. Visit eweb.org/covid for more information. / EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH: 
Did you file for Oregon unemployment benefits but are awaiting the outcome of 
what is known as the “adjudication process”? A reminder that on Friday state 
employment officials said they had found a way to pay benefits to thousands of 
Oregonians who are out of work for pandemic-related reasons. The “Benefits 
While You Wait” program applies to Oregonians who are waiting for their claim to 
be reviewed by an adjudicator to determine whether they are eligible for the 
regular unemployment or the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) 
program. Officials with the Oregon Employment Department say it could offer 
early prepayments to “tens of thousands” of unemployed workers. The state’s 
adjudication process has been clogged by a backlog that currently is running 
between 12 and 16 weeks. Claims are often sent to adjudication when it was 
difficult either to determine for which benefit program a worker qualified or 
whether they were eligible for benefits in Oregon. In some cases, workers might 
have complex work histories or qualified for benefits in other states. Qualifying 



workers will receive prepayments while their claims continue to work through the 
adjudication process. If the state ultimately denies their claim, they will have to 
pay the money back. But state officials say they are notifying those workers they 
believe will qualify for some form of benefits to encourage them to apply. The 
state is emailing or using automated calls to notify affected workers. The 
prepayments might take several weeks to process, but that is still potentially 
months faster than awaiting the outcome of the adjudication process. 
Unemployed workers may face claims adjudication for many reasons including if 
they have left the state or if they have been laid off by a school district from jobs 
that typically continue through the summer. / HEALTH: Over the weekend, state 
health officials reported a combined 615 confirmed or presumptive COVID-19 
cases and four more deaths. The Oregon Health Authority says the state’s death 
toll from the pandemic stands at 326. Lane County Public Health had another 15 
confirmed and presumed cases over the weekend for a total 518 since mid-
March. Thirty-eight patients are considered infectious. Four are hospitalized. On 
Friday, health experts announced three cases associated with long-term care 
facilities: One resident at Green Valley Rehabilitation Health Center in Eugene, 
and one resident and one staff member at Waterford Grand Assisted Living and 
Memory Care in Eugene. Officials say managers and staff at the facility are 
working closely with Lane County Public Health and are following all 
recommended public health guidelines. / SPORTS, HEALTH: If you heard a 
collective gasp of horror Friday night, it was the sound of women’s basketball fans 
when former Oregon star Sabrina Ionescu went down with a severely sprained 
left ankle in the WNBA New York Liberty’s game against Atlanta. Over the 
weekend, we learned that Ionescu, the spring’s top draft pick, has a Grade 3 
ankle sprain. The x-ray came back negative for any bone fractures. No fewer than 
six medical specialists were examining her MRI to determine the severity of the 
tear to an ankle ligament. Sports medicine experts say a Grade 3 sprain is 
considered the most severe form of ankle sprain and usually requires months to 
heal fully as it is a full tear of the ankle ligament. On Sunday, Ionescu was on 
crutches as her team took to the court, ultimately losing to the Phoenix Mercury. / 
SPORTS, HEALTH, RACIAL JUSTICE:  A number of Pac-12 football players say 
they will not practice or play until their concerns about playing during the 
pandemic and other racial and economic issues in college sports are addressed. 
The players are members of the new group, “Pac-12 Football Unity.” They posted 
a statement on The Players' Tribune website and on social media and sent out a 
news release. One of the players tells The Associated Press that more than 400 
of his peers in the conference are involved. The players are concerned about the 
risks of COVID-19 and think the conference and NCAA are not doing enough to 
protect them through testing and other means. The news release listed the names 
of 13 Pac-12 players, including Oregon star safety Jevon Holland. Holland has 
tweeted his support for how the Oregon Football and Medical staff is working to 
keep players safe. But he adds that he is concerned that young athletes are being 
exploited by the Pac-12 conference and the NCAA. Holland says he wants the 
safety of his peers “placed higher than the sport they play.” / RECREATION, 
SAFETY: It was a terrifying near-drowning. But officials say a ten-year-old boy 
was rescued Saturday afternoon after his leg entrapped in the rapids of 
McKercher Park, midway between Brownsville and Sweet Home. But it was not 
easy. The emergency was called in around 4:20 on Saturday afternoon. The 



rescue concluded an hour later. And Sweet Home Fire officials say at least ten 
bystanders kept the boy alive by holding him above water. Linn County Sheriff’s 
Office, Brownsville Fire, and the Oregon Department of Forestry personnel 
assisted. But officials say the bystanders made the critical difference, especially in 
the hectic early minutes of the rescue. Officials also issued a fresh reminder 
about staying safe on Oregon’s rivers. They remind you to wear a personal 
flotation device. And if you are floating a river, the safest way to do so is with your 
feet pointed downstream and your toes up.  Watch for strainers such as downed 
trees or other debris, and never float with anything tied to you such as a cooler or 
other objects. ; The body of a Washington state climber who died in a fall from 
Mount Jefferson in Central Oregon has been recovered. The Tri-City Herald 
reports 68-year-old David Freepons was climbing July 25 with a group at the 
mountain when he slipped on a glacier and fell several hundred feet to his death. 
He was a well-known climber in the Tri-Cities with decades of mountaineering and 
rock-climbing experience. Mountain rescue crews organized from four counties 
started hiking the 15 miles to the location of Freepons’ body on Friday morning. 
He was brought on Saturday. / COMMUNITY: She has led the Eugene Ballet for 
decades, creating memorable productions and original choreography. Now, Toni 
Pimble is one of five recipients of this year’s Governor’s Art Awards. Pimble has 
served as the Eugene Ballet’s Artistic Director for 40 years, which she co-founded 
with Riley Grannan in 1978. Her creative work has brought her a number of 
awards and fellowships, including two Oregon Arts Commission Artist Fellowship 
Awards and a National Endowment for the Arts Choreographer’s Fellowship 
Grant. Pimble’s work has been performed by Atlanta Ballet, New York City Ballet, 
Pacific Northwest Ballet, Washington Ballet, Nevada Dance Theatre, Oregon 
Ballet Theater, Ballet NY, Kansas City Ballet and Oklahoma City Ballet. / 
POLITICS, HEALTH, ECONOMY, CRIME, RACIAL JUSTICE: Oregon Governor 
Kate Brown will call lawmakers back to the Capitol beginning Aug. 10 to try to fill a 
billion-dollar budget hole due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Business 
closures have caused tax revenues to plunge and legislators need to deal with a 
more than $1 billion budget deficit for the current two-year spending plan. Oregon 
Public Broadcasting reports that under a framework released earlier this month, 
that could involve closing two state prisons. Also, a special committee charged 
with looking into police reforms following the killing of George Floyd has been 
working on measures that could bolster limits on tear gas and chokeholds and 
change the system by which police discipline cases are settled. / CRIME, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: The Portland Police Bureau in Oregon 
declared an unlawful assembly during Saturday night's protest when people 
gathered outside a northeast Portland precinct and threw bottles toward officers. 
Activists and Oregon officials urged people at Saturday night's protest to re-center 
the focus on Black Lives Matter, three days after the Trump administration agreed 
to reduce the presence of U.S. federal agents in Oregon. Groups gathered 
Saturday evening in various areas around downtown Portland to listen to 
speakers and prepare to march to the Justice Center and Mark O. Hatfield 
Courthouse. ; More than a thousand people showed up in downtown Portland 
early Saturday to peacefully protest, about three days after the announcement 
that the presence of U.S. agents there would be reduced.  In a news release early 
Saturday, the Portland Police Bureau described the crowd as subdued and said 
there was no police interaction with protesters. The change in tone outside a 



federal courthouse that has become ground zero in clashes between 
demonstrators and federal agents came after the U.S. government began drawing 
down its forces under a deal between Democratic Gov. Kate Brown and the 
Trump administration. ; Portland Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty says she has 
been sent a high volume of racist messages amid work to address systemic 
racism under a national spotlight. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports 
Hardesty is a former state legislator and the first Black woman elected to the 
Portland City Council. She says while racist messages directed toward her are 
not uncommon, she has been shocked "at the high level of racist, white 
supremacist rhetoric" that she has received in recent months. The messages led 
Mayor Ted Wheeler to issue a public rebuke this week, demanding people in the 
community who are involved to stop. / ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT, 
FISHERIES: The U.S. government says four huge dams on the Snake River in 
Washington state will not be removed to help endangered salmon migrate to the 
ocean. Friday's announcement thwarts the desires of environmental groups that 
fought for two decades to breach the structures. The Final Environmental Impact 
Statement was issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of 
Reclamation, and the Bonneville Power Administration, and sought to balance the 
needs of salmon and other interests. The plan calls for spilling more water over 
the dams at strategic times to help fish migrate faster to and from the ocean. /  
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HEALTH: On Thursday, Lane County Public Health hosts rural testing event. It 
takes in Veneta in the parking lot of Veneta Elementary School off Territorial 
Highway. The event runs from 1:30-4:30 p.m. This is the latest effort to determine 
the spread of the coronavirus in outlying communities. Priority is being given to 
front-line medical workers, first responders, and those who have had to work 
throughout the pandemic—including grocery and gas stations workers, baristas, 
and others. If you have an insurance card, take it. The testing is free, but this is a 
way to the county to receive some reimbursement for testing supplies and use 
that money to fund future testing opportunities. ; A new report from the Oregon 
Health Authority underscores the spread of the coronavirus throughout Oregon. 
The weekly testing summary noted the highest percentage of weekly positive 
tests since the earliest days of the pandemic. Slightly more than six percent of all 
patient samples were positive. Much of the increase is coming in parts of Eastern 
Oregon, including Umatilla County, which encompasses the cities of Hermiston 
and Pendleton. Outbreaks at food processors have contributed to those larger 
numbers of infections. The weekly health report also finds that average weekly 
deaths are running at record levels, with 25 or more Oregonians dying every 
seven days. ; On Monday, state health officials reported 272 more confirmed or 
presumptive COVID-19 cases and two more deaths. The Oregon Health Authority 
says the state’s death toll from the pandemic stands at 328. Lane County Public 
Health announced another 10 confirmed and presumed cases yesterday for a 
total 528 since mid-March. Forty-five patients are considered infectious. Four are 
hospitalized. / SPORTS, HEALTH, RACIAL JUSTICE: The Pac-12 responded 
Monday to football players who have threatened to opt-out of the season because 
of concerns related to health and safety, racial injustice, and economic rights. 
Officials sent a letter touting the conference’s work in those areas and an 
invitation to meet later this week. The letter from Pac-12 Commissioner Larry 
Scott was dated Monday and sent to 12 football players leading the 
#WeAreUnited movement. They include Oregon star safety Jevon Holland; former 
Sheldon high school star Cody Shear, who is playing at Arizona State; and 
Oregon State’s Jaydon Grant. The group claims the support of more than 400 
Pac-12 football players. Several Oregon starters, including tackle Penei Sewell, 
cornerback Thomas Graham Jr., receiver Johnny Johnson III, nose tackle Jordon 
Scott and safety Nick Pickett were among those sharing the group’s graphics on 
social media. In his letter to the player, Pac-12 commissioner Larry Scott wrote 



that a medical advisory committee is working on COVID-19 protocols and 
webinars for student-athletes and their parents; that he supports reforming NCAA 
rules regarding name, image and likeness compensation for college athletes; and 
that he also supports recent initiatives to address racial inequities such as the 
formation of a social justice and anti-racism advisory group that includes student-
athletes representatives. Pac-12 football teams are scheduled to begin preseason 
practices August 17 with the league’s conference-only regular season is set to 
start September 26. / CRIME: A 44-year-old Cottage Grove man is under arrest 
and charged in connection with a shooting that wounded three people early 
yesterday morning at a residence on the 72900 block of London Road. Lane 
County Sheriff’s investigators say one of the victims was transported to the 
hospital by helicopter and two victims were transported by ambulance. 44-year-
old Boudie Lancaster is charged with two counts of Assault in the First Degree, 
one count of Assault in the Second Degree, and one count of being a Felon in 
Possession of a Weapon. No details on what triggered the incident, but officials 
say there is no indication of any continued threat to the community in connection 
with this case. / RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, GOVERNMENT: She 
says she supports and respects the Black Lives Matter movement. And she 
supports and respects the officers at the Springfield Police Department. She says 
these are not mutually exclusive. Springfield Mayor Christine Lundberg says the 
city and its police department are engaging in a thorough review of the use of 
force during last week’s Black Unity protest in the Thurston neighborhood. 
Officials say they are bringing in an outside expert as part of the effort, which 
includes reviewing large amounts of video footage. Police said they set up a 
barrier Wednesday night to prevent marchers from gathering on a busy stretch of 
Main Street, citing the risk to drivers and pedestrians. But face-off led to some 
shoving and physical confrontations, as police worked to take some people into 
custody. Five people were arrested during the incident at the barricades. Several 
officers and protesters were injured. A counterprotester was arrested later in 
connection with a verbal and physical altercation at a nearby park. Two people 
were arrested early the next morning for allegedly applying graffiti to the exterior 
of Springfield’s jail. / CRIME: The only woman on Oregon’s death row has been 
resentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole., It comes in the Lane 
County case of Angela McAnulty, who was convicted in the horrific 2009 abuse 
and neglect death of 15-year-old Jeanette Marie Maples. Prosecutors say Maples 
was severely malnourished, dehydrated, and had open and healing wounds 
covering her entire body from head to toe.  Some wounds were so severe, her 
bones were exposed. An emergency room physician indicated the teen’s injuries 
were the worst child abuse injuries she had ever seen, including in textbooks. 
Nearly fourteen months later, Angela McAnulty pleaded guilty in Lane County 
Circuit Court to the charge of Aggravated Murder while represented by her two 
appointed attorneys. Aggravated Murder under Oregon law requires a sentencing 
decision by a jury, so a trial was conducted to determine the sentence. The jury 
decided Angela McAnulty should receive a death sentence. But McAnulty filed 
legal claims questioning whether her original two attorneys did an adequate job of 
representing her. After years of legal arguments in multiple courts, the case was 
returned to Lane County and the parties engaged in legal discussions that led to 
the new sentence of life imprisonment without the possibility of parole. A co-
defendant, Richard McAnulty—who was the teen’s stepfather—pleaded guilty to 



Murder by Abuse in 2011.  He was sentenced to life imprisonment, with no 
possibility of parole until after he serves at least 25 years in prison.  He did not 
appeal his sentence. / MILITARY: The U.S. Marine Corps has identified all nine 
people killed when a Marine landing craft sank in hundreds of feet of water off the 
Southern California coast. Two are from Oregon. They are identified as 19-year-
old Lance Corporal Chase Sweetwood of Portland and 21-year-old Private First 
Class Jack Ostrovsky of Bend. Both were riflemen with Bravo Company. The 26-
ton craft took on water and quickly sank in hundreds of feet of water — too deep 
for divers — making it difficult to reach. The Marines have called off the search, 
which started late Thursday afternoon. The craft was one of 13 amphibious 
assault vehicles that had just completed an exercise. It was heading back to a 
Navy ship when it began taking on water about a half-mile from a Navy-owned 
island off San Diego. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: An 18-
year-old Portland man has been charged with assaulting a deputy U.S. Marshal 
with an explosive device during a July 22 protest outside the federal courthouse in 
Portland. Federal prosecutors say it came after Isaiah Maza, Jr., an several other 
people began removing plywood attached to the front of the building to protect its 
damaged glass façade. They were unsuccessful and investigators say Maza then 
made multiple attempts to kick in the window, struck it with a metal object, and 
repeatedly pounded on it with what appeared to be a hammer. After someone 
else broke one window, prosecutors say Maza walked toward the building 
carrying a cylindrical object, appeared to light a fuse, and place it inside the 
broken window. A short time later, officials say the object exploded near law 
enforcement officers who were exiting the building and a deputy U.S. marshal 
sustained injuries to both his legs as a result of the blast. ; Two groups gathered 
on opposite sides of Portland on Monday evening in the 68th consecutive day of 
protests against police brutality and anti-Black racism. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report a crowd of about 150 marched to a Northeast Portland sheriff’s 
office and rallied before being pushed back by Portland police, mirroring a similar 
confrontation that unfolded on Saturday. Another crowd of more than 100 
gathered near the downtown Portland Justice Center, an event that also briefly 
turned tense as police appeared to make an arrest. / RECREATION, SAFETY: 
Oregon State Police say a man was injured after jumping off a waterfall at Silver 
Falls State Park yesterday afternoon. His family says the unidentified teen had 
been a cliff jumper in Hawaii. But a state police spokesman says the teen initially 
was unresponsive and later recovered consciousness but was unable able to 
answer questions at the scene. Officials say the teen was pulled from the pool at 
the bottom of the falls and treated, then transported out of the canyon and to an 
air ambulance, where he was flown to a Salem hospital. Officials say it is a 
reminder that Oregon’s waterfall plunge pools are cold and dangerous and not 
safe for recreational jumping. /  
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HEALTH, EDUCATION: The Eugene School District made it official yesterday: 
Fall classes will be taught entirely online. The district previously planned to return 
to in-person classes after the first few weeks, but officials say it is clear that will 
not be possible. The announcement was posted on the district’s website and 
members of the Eugene School Board will discuss the details during tonight’s 
meeting. District officials say it comes as coronavirus infection rates remain above 
targets locally and statewide. Eugene School District leaders say delaying the 
start of in-person classes until the Winter Trimester provides as much certainty 
and stability as is possible in an uncertain time. Students in all grades will learn 
online through early December, while teachers will provide online instruction from 
school buildings or remotely. Some limited academic support might be provided 
on-site for individual students or small groups, but not regular classes in-person. 
Eugene School officials say students may return to school buildings during the 
Winter Trimester for a hybrid of online and on-site learning, if public health 
conditions allow. The district will decide in mid-November if on-site learning will 
begin on December 7. If school buildings do not reopen on December 7, the 
district will decide in January if on-site learning can begin with the second half of 
the trimester, starting February 1. Families who prefer 100% online learning, with 
no return to on-site learning this year, may choose the Eugene Online Academy. 
Learn more at https://www.4j.lane.edu/schools/eugeneonline/ / HEALTH: On 
Tuesday, state health officials reported 342 more confirmed or presumptive 
COVID-19 cases and five more deaths. The Oregon Health Authority says the 
state’s death toll from the pandemic stands at 333. Lane County Public Health 
announced another eight confirmed and presumed cases yesterday for a total 
536 since mid-March. Forty patients are considered infectious. Four are 
hospitalized. ; Travel, social gatherings, and individual contacts. That is how Lane 
County Public Health officials say the coronavirus is spreading in our area. During 
yesterday’s regular media briefing, spokesman Jason Davis said health 
investigators had identified nine social events that together are linked to 46 local 
COVID-19 cases in July. Another 150 people were told to self-isolate while they 
were monitored for possible symptoms. But the good news is: Contact tracers 
were able to determine the source of those infections. More concerning, says 
Davis, are the 30 percent of local cases where health investigators have been 
unable to determine the source of transmission. When someone tests positive for 
the virus, contact tracers work with the infected person to get the names and 



phone numbers for those with whom they have had recent contact. The goal is to 
slow the spread of the virus by identifying those who may have been exposed. 
Once identified, health officials can provide these people with information on how 
to keep themselves and their communities safe. They can also give guidance 
about the possible need for quarantining and monitoring of symptoms. ; To the 
south of us in Douglas County, health officials are sounding an alarm and 
highlighting a recent outbreak they say spiraled out of control in just a matter of 
days. They say it began when a relative traveled from a hotspot in another state 
to visit family in Douglas County. It was a casual visit—not one prompted by a 
family emergency or other event. Public health investigators say the visitor did not 
self-quarantine for 14 days prior to the visit. At some point, either before they left 
home or during their visit to Oregon, the visitor unknowingly contracted the 
coronavirus. While in Douglas County, the out-of-state visitor unknowingly 
exposed and infected several members of their family with COVID-19. One 
member of that family then attended a large social event with more than 60 
people in attendance but did not wear a face covering or practice social 
distancing. That person unknowingly exposed and infected several guests at the 
event. A guest from that event then attended a different family gathering that 
exposed and infected a few others. Several of those people then went to work 
and unknowingly exposed and infected their coworkers. Now, Douglas County 
Public Health officials say they are working to contain the outbreak that has 
caused illness in several families, forced many others to quarantine, and affected 
several businesses. They remind you that a family vacation visit might seem 
innocuous. But without adequate precautions it can get people sick. They 
encourage you and your relatives to consider whether such visits really are 
necessary amid the pandemic. ; At least 25 campers and staff members at a 
camp east of Portland have tested positive for COVID-19. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report the virus was first detected July 18 at Trout Creek Bible Camp 
near Corbett when a staff member tested positive, and the camp shut down for 
the season July 21.  Multnomah County health officials say the outbreak has 
grown to a total of 11 campers and 14 staff members -- all age 20 or younger. 
The camp’s executive director said it followed all requirements set forth by the 
Oregon Health Authority. The Oregon Health Authority tracks outbreaks at camp 
and daycare settings but under current rules does not make case numbers public 
unless at least 30 students attend and at least five cases have been detected. / 
CRIME, HEALTH: Meantime, fresh warnings about scammers who are contacting 
people across the country and here in Lane County claiming to be contact tracers. 
A legitimate contact tracer will call you or send you a letter, not a text message or 
an email. If you receive a text or email that claims to come from a contact tracer, 
be careful: Do not click on links that might download malware onto your device, 
allowing the cybercriminal to steal your personal information. Some scammers 
are calling on the phone, often using out-of-the-area phone numbers. 
Legitimate contact tracers might ask you for your name, birth date, address, 
contact information, occupation, and whether you have symptoms. They also 
might ask demographic questions such as your race, ethnicity, language 
preference, and whether you have any disabilities. That information will be 
protected as a private medical record and will not be shared with other agencies. 
But if someone asks for your Social Security number, bank account information, 
credit card number, or immigration status, hang up. That person is not a 



legitimate contact tracer. Learn more about contact tracers at 
www.healthoregon.org/contacttracing Been victimized? Report it to the FBI at 
www.ic3.gov or call your local FBI office. / MENTAL HEALTH, POLITICS, 
SAFETY, HEALTH, LAW ENFORCEMENT: He says it is a model for similar 
efforts across the country and a key part of a national police reform package he is 
introducing in Congress. Oregon’s senior U.S. Senator, Ron Wyden, says the 
White Bird Clinic’s local mobile mental health service provider—known as 
CAHOOTS—is an example of how to encourage the use of health care, rather 
than law enforcement, when people are experiencing a mental health or 
substance abuse crisis. CAHOOTS, stands for “Crisis Intervention Helping Out 
On The Streets.” It focuses on limiting unnecessary confrontations between police 
and members of the community. Wyden’s “CAHOOTS Act” encourages other 
states to adopt similar efforts and calls for increased Medicaid funding to pay for 
them. CAHOOTS mobile teams include people trained in mental health, medical, 
and social work. They are dispatched to assist people suffering from mental 
health, homelessness, or addiction-related emergencies. Sometimes, the 
assistance simply involves counseling and a quick transport to a shelter or 
medical facility in the CAHOOTS van. The non-profit, non-government program 
was founded by Eugene’s White Bird Clinic more than 30 years ago and 
responded to close to 23,000 calls each of the past two years. By providing an 
alternative to police responses, CAHOOTS responders estimate they have 
dramatically reduced the number of non-criminal arrests and saved millions of 
dollars in local medical costs. The group’s annual budget is about $2 million but 
coordinators estimate it handles close to 20 percent of the calls recorded by 
Eugene Police dispatchers. Across the country, dozens of cities—including 
Portland, San Francisco, Denver, Chicago, and New York City—have requested 
information about CAHOOTS or sent people to Eugene-Springfield to see 
firsthand how its teams operate. Wyden visited with White Bird Clinic and 
CAHOOTS members last month while his staff was preparing the Congressional 
proposal. They say they are looking for ways to reduce the times police would 
need to respond to calls such as disputes between neighbors, reports on 
homeless people, school discipline interventions and other non-criminal activities. 
The cities are intrigued by Eugene-Springfield’s model that dispatches unarmed 
professionals trained in de-escalation. / RECREATION, POLITICS, 
GOVERNMENT, ENVIRONMENT: It was approved by Congress with broad 
bipartisan support and yesterday the president signed it into law. It is known as 
the “Great American Outdoors Act.” The effort will devote nearly $3 billion per 
year to conservation projects, outdoor recreation and maintenance of national 
parks and other public lands. Supporters say the new law is the most significant 
conservation legislation enacted in nearly half a century. But opponents are 
concerned the money is not enough to cover the estimated $20 billion 
maintenance backlog on federally owned lands. The Great American Outdoors 
Act requires full, permanent funding of the popular Land and Water Conservation 
Fund and would spend another $1.9 billion per year on improvements at national 
parks, forests, wildlife refuges and range lands. Members of Oregon’s 
Congressional delegation worked to create the project list for our state. The bill 
provides funding to the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, the John 
Day Fossil Beds, Lewis & Clark National Historical Park, Upper and Lower Table 
Rocks, Hells Canyon National Recreation Area, and the Oregon National Historic 



Trail. It would also help conserve 23,000 acres along the John Day Wild & Scenic 
River corridor, including an important steelhead tributary, Thirtymile Creek. 
Funding also would enhance recreation sites on the Willamette and Siuslaw 
National Forests, the Pacific Crest Trail, Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area, 
many Oregon coastal refuges, and the West Eugene Wetlands. ; To celebrate 
passage and signing of “The Great American Outdoors Act,” today is a fee-free 
day on all lands managed by the U.S. Bureau of the Interior. Entrance fees are 
being waived by the National Park Service, the Bureau of Land Management and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Other fees, such as overnight camping, cabin 
rentals, group day use, and use of special areas, remain in effect. Another fee-
free day is set for August 25, to mark the birthday of the National Park Service. / 
SAFETY, RECREATION: For a second time in three days, a child became 
entrapped in the waters of a popular Linn County swimming hole and had to be 
rescued by bystanders. Officials say it is another reminder that even popular 
recreation areas can be altered by obstacles such as submerged logs, creating 
temporary and potentially deadly situations. The eight-year-old girl who became 
entrapped Monday at McKercher Park, midway between Brownsville and Sweet 
Home, was rescued by bystanders. But it came just days after a harrowing rescue 
of a 10-year-old boy, during which bystanders had to hold the child’s head above 
water for close to an hour while rescue crews worked to free him. In both cases, it 
appears the hazard was a submerged log, which recently became wedged in a 
narrow channel of rushing water that is a popular place for visitors to float and 
swim. The log is barely visible from the surface and then only if you are looking 
for it. After yesterday afternoon’s rescue, crews from Sweet Home Fire, the Linn 
County Sheriff’s Office, and other agencies strung caution tape around that 
stretch of the swimming area to warn people away. Sweet Home Fire’s Dive 
Team members have volunteered to assist in the removal of the hazard 
log. Officials say it is a reminder of the dangers associated with Oregon’s rivers. 
They also say if you do swim in rivers, it is always best to float on your back with 
your feet facing downstream and your toes pointing up. That reduces the chances 
your feet will snag on submerged obstacles. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
RACIAL JUSTICE: Police declared an unlawful pubic gathering early this morning 
during demonstrations in Portland after authorities said people set fires and 
barricaded public roadways. Nightly protests have taken place for the past two 
months in Oregon’s largest city since the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. 
People gathered outside the Portland Police Association in North Portland. 
Officials say a group of people breached the doors of the building. While inside, 
investigators say some set a fire and caused other damage — prompting the 
police to declare a riot around 1 a.m. Police say several arrests were made 
overnight. / COMMUNITY, BUSINESS, HEALTH: Have your kids ever tried to 
spot the “Elf on the Shelf” during the holidays? This summer in Florence, 
everyone can try to spot “Sami the Sea Lion.” The Florence Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Sea Lion Caves are sponsoring the event with a chance for you 
to collect special passport stamps from participating merchants for a chance to 
win valuable prizes. Sami the Sea Lion is a six-inch plush stuffed animal with a 
summertime bow in her fur and a protective face mask. There are 30 versions of 
Sami—one at each of the 30 participating businesses and hidden in plain sight. 
The contest is based on last winter’s successful “Sea Lion on A Shelf” trail. When 
you spot Sami, you earn another stamp. Some businesses have reduced hours 



during the pandemic. But if they are closed, they will post a “code word” in their 
shop window. Write it in your passport to receive credit for your visit to the 
business, in lieu of a passport stamp. Pick up a stamp book and map at the 
Florence Area Chamber of Commerce visitor’s center, 290 Highway 101 in 
Florence, or at any of these participating Chamber members’ businesses: All 
About Olives, Backstreet Gallery, Lovejoy's Restaurant & Tea Room, ICM 
Restaurant, Florence Regional Arts Alliance, The Siuslaw News, Keller Williams 
Realty Florence, Stitch & Sole, Chicken Coop on Maple, Wind Drift Kites, Wind 
Drift Gallery, Sticks & Stones Gallery, Socks To A T, Waterlily Studio Florence, 
Kitchen Klutter, P. S. Winkles, Periwinkle Station, The Jolly Egret, Artefacts, River 
Roasters, Oregon Coast Humane Society Thrift Shop, Three Rivers Casino 
Resort, The Mustard Seed, Lofy Construction, BeauxArts Fine Art Materials, Sand 
Master Park – Sandboarding, and Sea Lion Caves. The “Sami the Sea Lion” 
contest continues through Labor Day. Participants can drop off their completed 
passports between now and Wednesday, September 9, at the Florence Chamber 
or with any participating merchant to be included the drawing to be held on 
September 10. Prizes include one $100 certificate, two $50 gift certificates, and 
four $25 gift certificates redeemable at the host locations. Winners will be notified 
by email. For more information on the event go to FlorenceChamber.com or call 
541-997-3128. / TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNITY, HEALTH: Lane Transit 
District passengers again will be able to ask in-person questions about local bus 
routes when the Customer Service Center counters in the Eugene Station, 
located at 1080 Willamette Street, reopen on Monday, August 10. Customer 
Service Center hours will be 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday. In addition, 
Customer Service Representatives can help over the phone at 541-687-5555 
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday. For the in-person assistance, you 
will enter the Customer Service Center through one set of doors and exit through 
another. Make sure you are wearing a mask or face covering. Observe social 
distancing. There is a hand sanitizing station on-site. The sitting area in the 
Customer Service Center lobby and all restrooms remain closed for now. The in-
person Customer Service Center representatives can provide additional support 
to Lane Transit passengers who are planning trips to doctor's appointments, for 
grocery shopping, for their commute to work, and other essential travel. /  
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HEALTH, YOUTH, SPORTS, EDUCATION: High School Football will not take 
place until March of next year. Other Fall sports will not begin their competition 
seasons until January. That is the word from the Oregon School Activities 
Association, whose executive board yesterday adopted an updated prep sports 
calendar that reflects the realities of the pandemic. Under the reworked high 
school schedules: Traditional Winter activities—Basketball, Wrestling, and 
Swimming—will begin practice in late December with competitions beginning two 
weeks later, during the week of January 11. Three Fall sports—Soccer, 
Volleyball, and Cross Country—will start their prep practices the Week of 
February 22 and begin competition the Week of March 8. High School Football 
teams also will begin practices the Week of February 22 but will have a longer 
practice window before the start of the season, now set for the Week of March 15. 
Spring sports—Baseball, Softball, Track & Field, Golf, and Tennis—will begin 
practice in mid-April and competition the first week of May. Other student 
competitive activities that do not have a defined season are Cheerleading, Dance 
& Drill, Speech, Choir, Band, Orchestra, and Solo Music. They may begin 
practicing as early as August 31 but much of that will likely take place remotely 
until it is safe for participants to gather. Officials say with most Oregon high 
schools beginning their academic year online, it simply was not safe or practical 
to begin competitive sports this Fall. They hope that by the time Winter practice 
begins at the end of December, infections will have eased across Oregon 
allowing the resumption of prep sports. / CRIME: Eugene Police yesterday 
morning made 11 arrests—nine adults and two juveniles—in connection with the 
rioting, arson, vandalism, and looting that took place in late May. The adults are 
between the ages of 18 and 33. Eight are from Eugene, one is from Springfield. 
The charges stem from the night of Friday, May 29, into the morning of Saturday, 
May 30, when a peaceful protest in downtown Eugene devolved into a riot. Police 
say that while not everyone who participated in the original peaceful protest 
participated in the riot, several hundred individuals did, causing widespread 
damage to property while committing burglary, robbery, assault, arson, and other 
violent crimes. Much of the lawlessness took place near the intersection of 7th 
Avenue and Washington Street where a number of businesses sustained 
extensive damages and losses. Investigators say they sifted through hundreds of 
hours of surveillance video along with available social media posts to identify the 
suspects. Eugene Police say they also recovered stolen property during 



yesterday’s arrests and returned it to the rightful owners. Additional arrests are 
anticipated. Those arrested Wednesday and lodged at the Lane County Jail 
include: Chantelle Celine Amador, age 23, of Springfield: Riot (Two counts), Theft 
1, Criminal Mischief 2, Disorderly Conduct 2, Harassment 1; James Bradley 
Blaylock, age 23, of Eugene: Riot, Disorderly Conduct 2 (two counts), Criminal 
Mischief 2, Reckless Burning; Jeremiah Antonio Corradini-Fisher, age 23, of 
Eugene: Riot, Disorderly Conduct 2, Interfering with Police; Adrianya Mae 
Delatorre, age 18, of Eugene: Riot (two counts), Burglary 2 (three counts), Theft 1 
(three counts); Zane Uma Evans-Gabriel, age 27, of Eugene: Riot (three counts), 
Disorderly Conduct 2 (three counts), Criminal Mischief 2, Reckless Burning, 
Burglary 2, Theft 1; Isaiah JK Lindsey-Salinas, age 23, of Eugene: Burglary 2, 
Theft 1, Riot; Bradley Tillman Mcelrath, age 33, of Eugene: Riot, Menacing, 
Disorderly Conduct 2, Harassment; Tylor Glenn Parris, age 27, of Eugene: 
Burglary 2 (two counts), Theft 1 (two counts), Riot; Kailee Ann Williams, age 19, 
of Eugene: Riot, Disorderly Conduct 2; Two juveniles also were arrested during 
the investigation. / CRIME, RACIAL JUSTICE: There will be no charges against 
the driver whose vehicle struck and injured a leader of a June 28 Black Unity 
march in Eugene. Lane County prosecutors say a grand jury declined to indict the 
driver after hearing reviewing conflicting accounts and evidence from 
investigators, 13 civilian witnesses, the victim, and five police officers. No one 
denies that there was a crash involving the driver, Travis Waleri, and the 
pedestrian, Isiah Wagoner. What was at issue was how the collision occurred and 
to what degree it was accidental. Investigators say it came when the advocacy 
group Black Unity held a children’s event and march at Sladden Park and Skinner 
Butte Park. As the event wound down, a smaller group of approximately 30 to 40 
people marched with the remaining children back toward Sladden Park, walking 
on West 1st Avenue and turning north on North Adams Street. As the group 
approached a makeshift roundabout that evening at North Adams Street and 
Clark Street, a white Subaru driven by Waleri was also approaching the 
intersection, traveling eastbound on Clark. Investigators said that when the driver 
saw the demonstrators entering the roundabout, he attempted to make an illegal 
left turn onto North Adams Street by entering the opposing direction of travel and 
using another section of the roundabout. Officials said video evidence from a 
nearby business showed the vehicle changing its route. But during the turn, Isiah 
Wagoner, then a Black Unity leader providing traffic security for the 
demonstration, was struck on the left side of his body by the right side of Waleri’s 
vehicle. Officials said the evidence clearly suggested the passenger mirror of the 
vehicle came contact with Wagoner, though it is disputed how that contact 
occurred. The contact between the vehicle and pedestrian caused Wagoner to 
spin to the right and stumble. Witness accounts vary as to whether Mr. Wagoner 
fell to the ground or was able to maintain his balance. Waleri said he feared a 
confrontation with the demonstrators and drove to his nearby apartment to call 9-
1-1. Numerous members of the demonstration, having witnessed at least part of 
the incident, began to yell and chase Waleri’s vehicle as it sped northbound away 
from the intersection. Wagoner was among the group of demonstrators that 
traveled nearly 1,700 feet to the apartment complex where they found Waleri’s 
vehicle and determined the location of his apartment unit. When police 
responded, they say it was a chaotic scene as angry demonstrators were outside 
the driver’s apartment, Wagoner was lying on a nearby lawn suffering pain in how 



lower back and arm. Medics evaluated Wagoner and took him to the hospital for 
further examination. Police interviewed the driver inside his apartment but, 
concerned for Waleri’s safety, decided to escort him from the apartment in 
handcuffs to a police vehicle and to police headquarters to complete the 
interview. Waleri later was released after police failed to establish probable 
cause. Wagoner received numerous tests at the hospital and was later released 
with non-life-threatening injuries, primarily significant lower back pain. As part of 
their investigation, the Eugene Police Major Crimes Unit interviewed all known 
witnesses, constructed a 3D scan of the scene, collected all known surveillance 
videos and photographs of the incident, captured drone photography of the 
intersection, conducted time and distance calculations and experiments, and 
collected medical records for Wagoner. The investigation then was turned over to 
the Lane County District Attorney’s Office for potential prosecution and a grand 
jury review. In addition to testimony from various witnesses including Wagoner, 
the grand jury reviewed 911 calls, Facebook Live video, medical records, 
photographs, crash scene analysis, the vehicle’s airbag control module evidence, 
a vehicle inspection report, and Waleri’s recorded statements. In the end, the 
grand jury considered a range of possible charges but ultimately returned what is 
known as “no true bill,” which means no charges were filed. / EMPLOYMENT, 
LOW-INCOME, HEALTH: Some good news from the Oregon Employment 
Department: Staff have completed processing that backlog of 70,000 initial 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance or “PUA” claims—20,000 of them in the 
past week. Some still need to be reviewed. But it is good news for self-employed, 
contract, and gig workers who have in many cases waited months to receive 
unemployment benefits checks. Those workers historically have not paid into 
unemployment program and previously were not eligible for benefits. But 
Congress created the new PUA program in March, setting off a scramble for state 
employment agencies across the country as they worked to write software to 
incorporate the new benefits while processing record numbers of regular claims. 
With the backlog cleared here in Oregon, employment specialists are processing 
new claims as they come in, which should reduce delays significantly. Last week, 
the Oregon Employment Department inaugurated a program dubbed, “Benefits 
While You Wait.” It is designed to provide money up-front to people whose claims 
are being adjudicated and will likely be approved. The agency contacted those 
who might qualify to encourage them to apply. / HEALTH, BUSINESS, 
COMMUNITY: If you run a small business in Springfield and you need protective 
masks for your staff and your patrons, the City of Springfield and the Springfield 
Area Chamber of Commerce can help. They are hosting free face mask pick-up 
days. Any currently operating Springfield small business of 50 employees or less 
is eligible for a one-time pick-up of masks from either Springfield City Hall or the 
Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce offices. These masks have been 
provided by Business Oregon and are meant for either business employees or 
patrons and are not medical grade. The pick-up days take place on Tuesday 
afternoons from 2 – 4 p.m. starting Tuesday, August 11. They will continue each 
Tuesday through October or while supplies last. There is a limit of 50 masks per 
business. You will be asked to provide the business’ name, its physical address, 
and basic contact information for verification. During mask pick-up days the 
masks will be available at Springfield City Hall, located at 225 Fifth Street, and the 
Springfield Chamber of Commerce, located at 101 South A Street. And 



remember, you will need to wear a mask or face covering inside Springfield City 
Hall or the Springfield Chamber’s offices when you drop by to pick up the masks. / 
HEALTH, BUSINESS: Do you run a fitness business or offer fitness classes 
through your organization? Have those classes been canceled because of the 
pandemic? Officials with Eugene Parks and Open Space might have a solution. 
They are adapting an existing low-cost park rental program to make it easier for 
local businesses and organizations to rent spaces for health and fitness activities. 
It is a chance to hold those classes outdoors, where there is less chance of 
spreading the virus. Plus, you get to enjoy summer weather, fresh air, and plenty 
of space for physical distancing. If you’re approved for the program, your 
business or organization may reserve space for up to two hours per day, five days 
a week for $40 per month. The standard $150 deposit has been temporarily 
waived. Classes must adhere to public health guidelines which prohibit contact 
sports and require participants to wear masks if they cannot maintain six feet of 
distance. Shared equipment is discouraged. A rental permit is required to use 
park spaces for fitness classes. Permit processing may take up to 14 days 
depending on demand. This program will be evaluated on an ongoing basis to 
determine whether it is having a positive impact on long-term recovery efforts. 
Security deposits will be waived through at least October 15, 2020. / BUSINESS, 
HEALTH, SAFETY: State inspectors conducting weekend “spot checks” of 
Oregon’s bars, restaurants, breweries, tasting rooms, and other establishments 
that serve alcohol say most are doing a good job enforcing the requirements for 
face covering and physical distancing. The requirements are intended to help 
slow the spread of COVID-19. Since July 4, inspectors with the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission have spot-checked more than 3,600 licensed 
establishments. They say better than 93 percent were in compliance. Of the small 
number not in compliance, officials say the vast majority took steps to corrective 
any issues. Only about one percent of spot-checked businesses were referred to 
Oregon OSHA for further investigation. Meantime, Oregon OSHA officials say 
they have fielded more than 3,400 COVID-19 related complaints from the public 
and others about businesses and workplaces since the Week of July 4. But they 
say they found only a small number of businesses to be in violation of COVID-19 
health and safety requirements. Since March, Oregon OSHA has issued 14 
citations and five Red Warning Notices, which closed violating businesses until 
hazardous conditions are remedied. Violation of a Red Warning Notice results in 
stiff penalties. ; State inspectors this week suspended the license of a Southern 
Oregon bar near Rogue River after officials say it hosted hundreds of people at a 
weekend event, ignoring multiple coronavirus-related health and safety 
guidelines. Officials with the Oregon Liquor Control Commission and Jackson 
County Sheriff’s Office say the bar, known as “Jammin Salmon,” was packed with 
patrons on Saturday. An OLCC inspector noted many were spilling out of the bar 
and carrying alcohol beverages as they left. According to the inspector, only 
about ten percent of those crowding the bar’s inside service areas and outside 
patios were wearing face coverings. The OLCC investigation is continuing. The 
licensee is allowed to serve food for takeout or delivery but is prohibited from 
selling alcoholic beverages, either for on- or off-premises consumption. 
Investigators say the licensee could face stiff fines and / or the loss of its license. / 
HEALTH: This afternoon, Lane County Public Health hosts another rural testing 
event. It takes in Veneta in the parking lot of Veneta Elementary School off 



Territorial Highway. The event runs from 1:30-4:30 p.m. This is the latest effort to 
determine the spread of the coronavirus in outlying communities. Priority is being 
given to front-line medical workers, first responders, and those who have had to 
work throughout the pandemic—including grocery and gas stations workers, 
baristas, and others. If you have an insurance card, take it. The testing is free, but 
this is a way to the county to receive some reimbursement for testing supplies 
and use that money to fund future testing opportunities. ; Lane County Public 
Health was notified of another seven confirmed and presumed cases COVID-19 
yesterday for a total 543 since mid-March. Thirty-four patients are considered 
infectious. Four are hospitalized. On Wednesday, state health officials reported 
299 more confirmed or presumptive COVID-19 cases and five more deaths. The 
Oregon Health Authority says the state’s death toll from the pandemic stands at 
338. A summary of last week’s numbers indicates a slight rise in COVID-19 cases 
across Oregon and an increase in the percentage of positive tests. There were 
also three new outbreaks of more than 20 cases each: 27 tied to a WalMart in 
Umatilla County; 21 at an agricultural processing facility in Boardman; and 20 at a 
construction site in Multnomah County. / MILITARY, POLITICS, COMMUNITY: It 
will be a solemn, simple local vigil later today observing the 75th anniversary of 
the dropping of the bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan. Participants 
gather at 7:00 p.m. at the Peace Park in Eugene’s Alton Baker Park. That is near 
the duck pond and the park entrance. Organizers say participants will gather at 
the Green Legacy Peace Tree, a small sapling grown from the seed of a 
persimmon tree that survived the Hiroshima bombing. Coordinators hope they 
can return to an expanded event next year, featuring speakers, traditional 
Japanese drumming and dancing, and music by a children's peace choir. But this 
year, things are a bit more subdued with social distancing in place. / AFRICAN-
AMERICANS, COMMUNITY, RACIAL JUSTICE: A new grant program is giving 
Oregon artists the opportunity to share their creative visions in response to the 
Black Lives Matter movement. The program is funded by entrepreneur and 
philanthropist Jordan Schnitzer in partnership with the University of 
Oregon's Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art and The Lyllye (say: lily) Reynolds-
Parker Black Cultural Center. Similar grant programs are also being created 
through the Jordan Schnitzer Museums of Art at Portland State University 
and Washington State University. The U-of-O’s program will distribute $2,500 
grants to 20 artists across the state. They will be asked to use their voices, 
experiences, and artistic expression to reflect on social justice efforts in response 
to systemic racism. Schnitzer says he has always believed that artists are 
chroniclers of our time. He says art is a way to understand complex issues and for 
people and communities to heal. Interested artists should apply by September 20. 
Learn more about the Black Lives Matter Artist Grant Program at the University of 
Oregon Jordan Schnitzer Art Museum’s website at 
https://jsma.uoregon.edu/BLMArtistProjectGrant ; The NAACP’s Eugene-
Springfield chapter has been busy during the pandemic providing everything from 
donated food to youth and family support. Now, its mission is expanding with the 
addition of a 2018 12-passenger van. The vehicle was provided through the 
generous support of NAACP members and supporters over the past several 
months. In addition, Shannon Bill of Guaranty Chevrolet made a generous 
reduction in the cost of the van to assist with its purchase. Members of the local 
NAACP look forward to adding to their capacity to support youth and families in 



the coming months. / HEALTH, LOW-INCOME, YOUTH: It can be overwhelming 
for families when someone they love needs extended medical care at a hospital. 
The challenge increases if families live out of town and face the prospect of 
driving back and forth to be with their loved one and help coordinate their care. 
But that is where the combined PeaceHealth Heartfelt House and Ronald 
McDonald House comes in. The facility opened last fall in Springfield—adjacent to 
PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend. It offers free lodging 
and other assistance for families who have been referred to the program and 
whose adult members, youngsters and teens are receiving specialized medical 
care at either PeaceHealth’s RiverBend or University District Medical Centers. But 
it has been it has been a challenging few months: The pandemic has prompted 
managers to get creative in how they provide services and how they work with the 
donors and community groups that provide essential support. When the guest 
house opened, community groups and others would come by and prepare meals 
for the families. Restaurants would donate as well. Some supporters would 
purchase restaurant gift cards. The pandemic means those outside groups cannot 
use the guest house kitchen to cook. There are fewer open restaurants and 
donations are coming in at a lower level. But the need remains the same. Can 
you help? Heartfelt Guest House managers are looking for donated meals that 
could be dropped off at the door. Learn more at 
https://www.peacehealth.org/heartfelt-house and 
https://rmhcoregon.org/houses/springfield/ / SPORTS, HEALTH: Former Oregon 
women’s basketball star Sabrina Ionescu might be out for the season. Ionescu, 
the WNBA’s top draft pick this spring, is headed to New York to see an ankle and 
foot specialist. She rolled her ankle after stepping on an opponent’s foot in the 
second quarter of the New York Liberty’s game against Atlanta on Friday. Ionescu 
has been diagnosed with a Grade 3 left ankle sprain. A Grade 3 sprain is the 
most severe, usually involves a full tear of an ankle ligament, and typically 
requires months to fully heal. The injury also causes severe pain, swelling and 
bruising. Ionescu played in only two-and-a-half games this season. The WNBA 
teams are on a reduced, 22-game schedule because of the pandemic, so it is 
increasingly unlikely she will be back before the season concludes. Ionescu 
missed only four games during her college career at Oregon and those were in 
her freshman season. She played every game after those on the way to 
shattering the NCAA career triple-double mark for both men and women with 26. 
She also became the first player in college history to have 2,000 points, 1,000 
rebounds and 1,000 assists. The WNBA is playing in an “isolation bubble” in 
Florida, so Ionescu will need to quarantine when she returns from seeing the 
specialist in New York. In the meantime, former teammates Satou Sabally and 
Ruthy Hebard continue to play every other day with their NBA teams. Sabally is a 
starter for the Dallas Wings and Hebard plays with the Chicago Sky. / CRIME, 
LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: Clashes outside a U.S. courthouse in 
Portland have largely stopped since Governor Kate Brown reached a deal that 
called for the drawdown of federal agents sent by the Trump administration. But 
police have clashed with protesters in other locations around the city over 
demands to defund the Portland Police Bureau. Police declared a riot early 
Wednesday after protesters set fires, barricaded a street, and broke into police 
union headquarters. Four people were arrested. Another unlawful assembly was 
declared last night after a gathering outside an East Portland police precinct saw 



a handful of people engage in vandalism and behave aggressively toward 
officers. Several people were arrested after officers said they were targeted with 
projectiles and fireworks and responded with crowd control munitions and CS 
gas. Portland Police Chief Chuck Lovell, who is Black, said he was concerned 
that the national attention paid to the ongoing protests and the resources needed 
to police them were hurting what he calls the, quote, “beautiful, vibrant city” of 
Portland. Police have arrested more than 400 people since late May, he said. 
U.S. agents arrested at least 94 people on federal charges through July 30. Lovell 
wrote an opinion piece this week that appeared in The New York Times noting 
that the push for racial and social justice is a powerful movement. But he added 
that violence by a small group will not advance the movement’s goals nor lead to 
better outcomes for people of color. Protests have occurred nightly for 70 days 
since George Floyd was killed by police in Minneapolis. ; It has been nearly a 
week since federal officers withdrew from guarding Portland’s federal courthouse 
during nightly protests, but a large fence they installed is still there and city 
officials say it remains illegal. The city of Portland continues to impose a $500 fine 
every 15 minutes for the fence. It had been erected in the public right-of-way 
without a permit around Portland’s U.S. Courthouse. As of noon Wednesday, the 
fine hit $584,000. /   
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SPORTS, HEALTH: They are still working out all the details of the pandemic-
shortened season. But the Oregon Ducks will begin next month’s conference-only 
football schedule as the nation’s Number Nine team. That is according to the pre-
season Amway USA Today Coaches Poll, which was released yesterday. 
Clemson is ranked Number One, followed by Ohio State. The Ducks and 
Buckeyes had been set for a September 12 meeting at Autzen Stadium but that 
was canceled when both the Big Ten and Pac-12 eliminated their non-conference 
games. Oregon is one of only three Pac-12 teams in the Top 25. USC is Number 
17. Utah is Number 20. Arizona State, Washington, Washington State, California, 
and Stanford were not ranked but did receive votes. Oregon opens its season 
against Colorado on Saturday, September 26, at Autzen Stadium. The Ducks won 
last year’s Pac-12 championship and defeated Wisconsin in the Rose Bowl to 
finish Number 5 in the Associated Press sportswriters’ post-season poll. / 
HEALTH, RECREATION, ECONOMY: On the coast in Newport, the Oregon 
Coast Aquarium is reopening on Monday. It will be a gradual process. Next 
week’s reopening will allow visitors to enjoy the five outdoor exhibits. But the 
indoor areas remain closed for now. These will be guided tours to ensure physical 
distancing, which means you’ll have experts on-hand to give you information 
about the seals, sea lions, sea otters, marine birds, turkey vultures, and critters of 
the coast’s rocky habitats. For now, groups are limited to 10 people, making it feel 
very much like a private tour. One group will admitted every 15 minutes — with a 
limit of 40 guests per hour or about 240 a day. That’s a drastic reduction from the 
aquarium’s typical daily summer traffic of thousands of visitors. Tickets are $15 
per person, although if you purchase an Oregon Coast Aquarium membership 
admission is free. Learn more at aquarium.org/visit/open / RECREATION, 
YOUTH, LOW-INCOME: Do you have a bike collecting dust in your garage that 
your kids have outgrown or that you are no longer using? Today you have 
another chance to donate it and help a child. Local non-profit “Free Bikes 4 Kidz – 
Eugene-Springfield” is hosting a bike donation event today from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 
p.m. in the parking lot of the Springfield Chamber of Commerce. The Springfield 
Chamber is located at 101 South “A” Street in Springfield. This is a chance to help 
get children outdoors and improve their health and mental well-being. The group 
is accepting “gently-used bicycles” that will be refurbished by volunteers before 
being distributed. Any missing or broken parts such as chains or cables are 
replaced, and a certified bike mechanic inspects the bike to guarantee each bike 



is safe to ride before it is given away. “Free Bikes 4 Kidz” then coordinates with 
local non-profits and community organizations to distribute the bicycles. Learn 
more at https://fb4keugene-springfield.org/ The group also is recruiting 
additional volunteers, especially those who can help clean and maintain donated 
bicycles or assist the group with donations and other tasks. 
Email info@fb4keugene-springfield.org for more information. / RECREATION: 
Planning to go for a fitness run or walk this weekend? Just a quick note that 
Eugene’s North Amazon Running Trail is temporarily closed while crews work on 
a trail improvement project. The trail reconstruction will continue through late 
October. No big changes to the route of the trail. But it will feel a lot better when 
you’re on it. The project involves some major renovations including a new rock 
base, fresh mulch surfacing, improved the drainage, and a more stable, safe and 
durable running surface. Crews are also renovating the shelter, adding new trail 
perimeter lighting, and new distance markers. Signs are posted on the trail to let 
park users of the closure. The South Amazon Running Trail remains open. 
Another alternative for runners and walkers: Pre's Trail in Alton Baker Park. 
Funding for the North Amazon running Trail project comes from the 2018 Parks 
and Recreation Bond and system development charges. HEALTH: Lane County 
Public Health was notified of another nine confirmed and presumed cases of 
COVID-19 yesterday for a total 552 since mid-March. Thirty-two patients are 
considered infectious. Four are hospitalized. On Thursday, state health officials 
reported 267 more confirmed or presumptive COVID-19 cases and one more 
death. The Oregon Health Authority says the state’s death toll from the pandemic 
stands at 339. Oregon’s coronavirus case count has officially surpassed 20,000 
confirmed or presumed infections since the pandemic began. / 
HOMELESSNESS, HEALTH, COMMUNITY: They first were deployed during the 
early months of the pandemic. Now, sanitation stations are beginning to reappear 
along Eugene’s streets as coronavirus infection rates remain high. Officials hope 
it will encourage people to wash their hands more often and reduce virus spread. 
The sanitation stations contain both a portable restroom and a hand-washing 
station. Ten of them are being placed around the community this week in high-
use areas and more might be rolled out, if needed. Vendors will clean the stations 
and city workers will ensure they remain in good working condition. In the first 
month of the pandemic, Eugene officials placed more than 70 portable restrooms 
and close to 60 hand washing stations around town. They were removed in June 
when Lane County entered Phase Two of its reopening. / HEALTH, ECONOMY, 
LOW-INCOME, EMPLOYMENT: How much of a financial hardship is this 
pandemic for Americans? A new study from Oregon State University finds that 77 
percent of low- to moderate-income American households fall below what’s 
known as the “asset poverty threshold.” That means that if their income were cut 
off they would not have the financial assets to maintain even poverty-level status 
for three months. Lead author David Rothwell of OSU’s College of Public Health 
and Human Sciences says the study underscores how tightly the U.S. safety net 
is connected to work. He says the pandemic provided a huge shock both to 
employment and to a system that’s not prepared to handle such big changes. The 
result is increased family stress and strain, which can lead to negative outcomes 
for children and families. The study was published last week in the journal Social 
Policy Administration. It focused on financial assets such as stocks, bonds and 
mutual funds, rather than real assets like houses and property, because financial 



assets are easier to cash in and use in an emergency. Existing research has 
found that U.S. wealth inequality is more pronounced that income inequality.  / 
CRIME, WILDLIFE: It was a sickening crime when it was discovered in late April. 
Now, a Christmas Valley man is facing multiple charges in connection with 
deliberately striking and killing six pronghorn antelope with his pick-up truck in 
Central Oregon. The driver, 48-year-old Michael Scott Phillips, told authorities that 
he did it because he hates pronghorn. It is the latest in a string of poaching thrill 
kills in Oregon. Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division troopers this week 
revealed details of the April 26 incident. They say they discovered a grisly scene 
of five does and one buck pronghorn antelope, their carcasses strewn along 
Fossil Lake Road near Christmas Valley. The buck’s horns had been removed 
and taken as a trophy. One doe was eviscerated with a knife—her unborn fawn 
removed and placed on its mother’s carcass. May is fawning season for antelope 
in Oregon. Any pregnant does would have given birth within a month had they not 
been killed. Investigators say they received the initial report of the crime through 
the state’s Turn In Poachers (TIP) Line. The caller reported hearing a man 
bragging about accelerating his pickup to run down several pronghorns, which 
were bunched together in the middle of the road. The man said he left the scene 
to get a hamburger, then returned later to retrieve the buck’s horns. Troopers 
served a search warrant on Phillips’ residence in late May. They recovered the 
horns and other evidence linking him Phillips to the crime. Investigators say 
Phillips admitted that he accelerated to more than 60 mph to hit the antelope, and 
confirmed they were bunched together in the road. There was no evidence that 
he slowed down or tried to stop before striking the animals. Phillips was arrested 
on May 21 and remains lodged in the Lake County Jail facing multiple charges 
including aggravated animal abuse, take and-or possession of antelope, and 
waste of a game mammal. Wildlife troopers say it is a reminder that not all 
poaching involves the use of a firearm. They say this is not the first case of 
people poaching with a vehicle and taking opportunities away from hunters and 
others. / FISHERIES, ECONOMY, HEALTH: What's for dinner this week? The 
Oregon Department of Agriculture, the Oregon seafood industry, and Oregon Sea 
Grant hope it includes local seafood. Oregon's seafood sector includes people 
who fish, clam, crab, process, market and sell, along with the related businesses 
and families that rely on them. But the pandemic and related restaurant closures 
have reduced demand. In June, the industry launched its #EatOregonSeafood 
campaign that encourages Oregonians to purchase and prepare Oregon seafood 
at home. Backers renewed that message this month. The campaign has enlisted 
some of the region’s top chefs, foodies, bloggers, and influencers to post recipes, 
photos, and cooking videos of their favorite seafood-themed dishes on social 
media. Through the end of this month, they are sharing recipes and tips to make 
seafood at home. Some Oregon’s fishing families also are sharing their favorite 
recipes. To find fresh, local seafood in your area, go to the Oregon Sea Grant’s 
“Eat Oregon Seafood” webpage at beav.es/EatOregonSeafood In addition to 
showing where to buy local seafood, the “Eat Oregon Seafood” webpage offers 
tips on when and what types of fish and seafood to purchase, how to freeze, 
smoke and prepare seafood at home, and has a selection of recipes for making 
various seafood-themed dishes, which will expand over the coming months. This 
initiative is a collaboration of the Oregon Dungeness Crab Commission, Oregon 
Albacore Commission, Oregon Trawl Commission, Oregon Salmon Commission, 



Oregon State University Extension Service, Oregon Sea Grant, Positively 
Groundfish and the Oregon Department of Agriculture. ; All of this comes as 
owners of Oregon’s fishing-related businesses have begun applying for potential 
pandemic economic assistance. Fishing businesses are a vital part of Oregon’s 
economic and cultural health. The federal CARES Act—the first big federal 
pandemic relief law, set aside close to $16 million for eligible Oregon fisheries 
businesses. State officials added an additional $2.5 million of state CARES Act 
relief money to help enhance the relief effort. The application window closes on 
September 8. See details, eligibility requirements and application materials can 
be found on the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission website 
https://www.psmfc.org/ / GOVERNMENT, ECONOMY, COMMUNITY: The final 
push is here: If you have not filled out and returned your U.S. Census form, do it 
this weekend. Census Bureau officials are asking households to respond either 
online, by phone or by mail to the questionnaire. The bureau’s been ordered to 
wrap up its once-a-decade tally a month early—by the end of September. The 
population count determines how $1.5 trillion in federal spending is distributed 
and how many congressional districts each state gets. If not everyone is counted 
here in Oregon, we could lose our full share of federal money over the next ten 
years. The state’s household response rate stands at 65 percent although we’re a 
bit higher here in Lane County, at 68 percent. This month, census takers began 
following up with many Oregon households that had not yet responded to the 
2020 Census. They are wearing masks and following public health guidelines. 
Census workers carry a valid government ID badge that features their 
photograph, a U.S. Department of Commerce watermark, and an expiration date. 
To confirm a census taker's identity, you may contact your regional census center 
to speak with a Census Bureau representative. If no one is home during the visit, 
Census workers will leave a notice with more information about how to respond 
online, by mail or by phone. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Former Oregon U.S. 
Senator Gordon Smith is expected to leave the hospital today after a quick 
recovery from what family and friends initially thought was a stroke. He is 
expected to make a full recovery. Reporter Jeff Manning with The Oregonian and 
OregonLive writes that Smith was in his Washington, D.C., condo Tuesday 
evening when he began to feel sick. He was transported to Georgetown 
University Hospital. In a statement issued Thursday, Smith said he came 
dangerously close to suffering a full-blown stroke. He credited the medical staff 
for a quick intervention and his wife, Sharon, for recognizing the severity of the 
situation. Smith served two terms as an Oregon U.S. Senator, and after a 2008 
election loss stayed on in the Washington, D.C. He is president and CEO of the 
National Association of Broadcasters. / GOVERNMENT, ECONOMY, HEALTH: 
Oregon lawmakers return to the Capitol for the second special session of 2020. 
But the question remains if the session, which begins Monday, will be solely 
dedicated to rebalancing the state budget thrown out of whack because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic or if bills altering policy, such as those addressing police 
reform, will be added to the agenda.  Tasked with filling a $1.2 billion budget hole, 
leading lawmakers have proposed cuts totaling $387 million across state 
agencies and utilizing $400 million in emergency funds from the Education 
Stability Fund. / LEGAL ISSUES, EMPLOYMENT, GOVERNMENT: The Oregon 
Supreme Court has upheld the reductions in public employee pension benefits 
that state lawmakers passed last year to help address the state’s pension funding 



deficit. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that nine public employees filed suit 
last August seeking to overturn two benefit reductions the Legislature made: 
requiring employees to share a small portion of the cost of their pension benefits, 
and putting a $195,000 limit on the final salary used in some benefit calculations. 
Their lawyers argued the changes constituted an impairment of contract under the 
state and federal constitutions, a “taking without just compensation” and a breach 
of contract rights. In a unanimous decision, the court rejected those arguments 
Thursday. / GOVERNMENT, CRIME, ENVIRONMENT: A U.S. appeals court 
refused to resurrect the criminal case against states’ rights figure Cliven Bundy 
and family members stemming from a 2014 armed standoff with federal agents in 
Nevada. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on Thursday denied prosecutors’ 
efforts to overturn a judge's decision to stop a months-long trial in January 2018, 
declare prosecutorial misconduct and dismiss the case so it could not be re-filed. 
The 74-year-old Bundy still grazes his cows on the range and says the federal 
government has no authority over state lands. He tells The Associated Press the 
case was about constitutional rights and freedom. / LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
CRIME, RACIAL JUSTICE: Violent clashes this week between protesters and 
police in Portland have ratcheted up tensions in the city days after an agreement 
between state and federal officials appeared to bring calm. More demonstrations 
took place overnight Thursday, hours after the city’s mayor decried the unrest. 
Police declared an unlawful assembly late Thursday and officers worked to push 
protesters away from a precinct. Portland police had used tear gas on the crowd 
Wednesday — the first time since U.S. agents left the city. News outlets report 
smoke canisters were used Thursday night. Protests have gone on unabated in 
Portland since May 25 following the death of George Floyd.  ; The mayor of 
Portland denounced those in his city who attempted to set a police precinct 
ablaze as props in President Trump's reelection campaign and called them 
attempted murderers. Authorities say protesters barricaded about 20 police 
officers inside a precinct late Wednesday and tried to set it on fire. Portland police 
used tear gas on the crowd — the first time since U.S. agents left the city. 
Clashes outside a U.S. courthouse have stopped since Democratic Gov. Kate 
Brown reached a deal calling for the departure of federal agents sent by Trump, 
but clashes have re-emerged miles away.  / CRIME, HOMELESSNESS: Eugene 
Police say a homeless man was taken to the hospital for treatment after an 
incident yesterday morning around 8:00 a.m. near Market Street and West 7th 
Avenue. Officers say they responded to a report of a possible stab wound and 
found the 37-year-old man in distress. Investigators say he had cut himself and 
was filling his tent with propane and threatening to light it on fire. Police attempted 
to negotiate with the man and called medics and Eugene Springfield Fire to 
assist. But the man lit the tent on fire and sustained burn injuries from the 
incident. /  
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SPORTS, HEALTH: Sports Illustrated is reporting that high-level conference 
meetings are being planned for this week across the college football landscape. 
Many involved with the talks anticipate football and other fall sports will be 
postponed until next year. Sports Illustrated reports dominoes started falling in 
earnest on Saturday, on the heels of the announcement that the Mid-American 
Conference had postponed fall sports. The Big Ten followed with an 
announcement that it was pausing its scheduled progression to full-pads football 
practices. Sources said on Sunday that the Big Ten is moving toward a decision 
to cancel the 2020 fall season, while holding virtual meetings with other Power 5 
conferences so a consistent decision may be announced later this week. Sports 
Illustrated reports both the Pac-12 and Big 12 have calls set with league 
presidents on Tuesday night that might present the first scheduled opportunity for 
Power 5 leagues to formally vote on postponement. But other calls could be 
scheduled earlier. The move toward halting the season comes as a jarring about-
face after leagues spent most of the last week finalizing football schedules. ; The 
Pac-12 players of “WeAreUnited” movement said they were “disappointed and 
deeply concerned” after a recent telephone conference call with the conference's 
commissioner. The players sent an email to Pac-12 Commissioner Larry Scott 
accusing him of not taking the issues they have raised seriously enough. The 
group is pushing the conference to address their concerns about COVID-19 
protocols, racial injustice in college sports and economic rights for college 
athletes. Meanwhile, Scott's email to the group following up on Thursday's call 
with 12 players struck an entirely different tone, thanking them for their time and 
saying the conference was committed to addressing some of their most pressing 
concerns. A person familiar with the discussion tells The Associated Press the 
players can expect to get an update next week on medical protocols and whether 
athletes could be permitted to retain eligibility if they opt out of the season 
because of COVID-19 concerns. The players have threatened to opt out of 
practices and games if their demands are not addressed. ; A national golf 
tournament is taking place on the Oregon Coast this week. But the 2020 U.S. 
Amateur, which begins today at Bandon Dunes Golf Resort, will be a physically 
distanced event during the pandemic. Among the changes: Fewer competitors on 
two separate courses, more spacing between players, and lots of hand sanitizing 
stations. There will be no fans, no player shuttles, and everyone had to be tested 
for COVID-19 before they arrive in Bandon. The USGA also had to eliminate its 



volunteer corps of more than 400 people and instead only is running the event 
with staff. The U.S. Amateur continues through Sunday. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: 
Local school districts continue to refine their plans for starting Fall classes during 
the pandemic. Both the Springfield and Bethel School Boards meet this evening 
to review their respective districts’ progress and hear updates from their 
superintendents. As part of this evening’s discussion, members of the Springfield 
School Board are expected to authorize the purchase of additional air purifiers for 
their building heating, cooling, and ventilation systems. Many Oregon school 
districts are starting their school year with online instruction but hoping to move to 
a hybrid model of online and in-person teaching later in the trimester if health 
conditions allow. But last week, officials with the Eugene School District 
announced that fall classes would be taught entirely online. It comes as 
coronavirus infection rates remain above targets locally and statewide. / 
GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, HEALTH, ECONOMY, HOUSING, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: Oregon lawmakers return to the state 
Capitol for the second special session of 2020. The primary focus is rebalancing 
the state budget, which faces big shortfalls because of the pandemic. Lawmakers 
are being asked to fill a $1.2 billion budget hole and already have proposed cuts 
totaling $387 million across state agencies while drawing on $400 million in 
Oregon’s education reserve fund. One bill would allow people laid off during the 
pandemic to earn at least $300 per week in part-time jobs before their 
unemployment payments are reduced. Oregon lawmakers will consider a broader 
ban on police use of chokeholds and further restricting other use of force in the 
special session. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that as of Sunday 
morning, a use-of-force reform bill was included in the slate of draft bills. At the 
end of last week, it was uncertain whether lawmakers would consider any of the 
police reform bills a legislative committee has developed in recent weeks. The 
new legislative proposal also includes an exception, but unlike current law it 
would only allow police and corrections officers in jails, prison and youth detention 
centers to use chokeholds in self-defense, or to protect a third person whom they 
reasonably believe is at imminent risk of harm. Oregon law currently allows law 
enforcement officers to use deadly force against a person in several situations, 
including when they believe the person committed or attempted a felony or a 
handful of other crimes including arson and burglary. Officers are also justified in 
using deadly force, the current law says, when “the officer’s life or personal safety 
is endangered in the particular circumstances involved.” The death of George 
Floyd and widespread protests over racial injustice have prompted lawmakers in 
several states to pass significant policing reform proposals, such as banning 
chokeholds or making it easier to hold officers legally accountable for their 
actions. Law enforcement’s reaction has been mixed, with police groups 
supporting some measures and opposing others.  / GOVERNMENT, 
EMPLOYMENT, BUSINESS: President Trump on Saturday issued a series of 
executive orders that included a provision to fund extended unemployment 
payments for several more weeks, at a reduced level. Trump’s order revives the 
expired unemployment benefit and sets it at up to $400 per week, below the $600 
those out of work had been receiving. But the plan requires states to provide 25 
percent of the funds, and it is unclear whether states have the money or the 
political will to make other cuts to do so. Oregon Employment Department officials 
said Saturday they are reviewing the executive order and awaiting further details 



from federal officials. The Oregonian and OregonLive notes that Oregon had $5 
billion in its unemployment insurance trust fund at the beginning of the pandemic, 
when it was rated as among the best funded in the nation. But after months of 
record unemployment, Oregon has warned in recent weeks that it is possible an 
extended recession and extended payments could ultimately drain the trust fund. 
Potentially complicating matters, the president’s executive order calls for a new 
program to distribute the additional weekly benefits. Oregon and many other 
states have outdated unemployment agency computer systems and are still 
struggling to pay new benefits authorized in March. They warned in recent weeks 
that any additional benefits program could take weeks or months to implement. 
Oregon’s unemployment rate was 11.2 percent in June. The employment 
department says it has paid unemployment benefits to more than 350,000 
Oregonians since the middle of March, when the state’s pandemic shutdown 
began. Tens of thousands of others are still waiting for benefits as the state 
navigates the complex benefits process and works to overcome chronic 
technological shortcomings. Trump on Saturday also signed an order to defer 
worker payroll taxes, which short-term could reduce money going to Social 
Security and Medicare. But because it is a deferral, workers would eventually 
have to pay the tax unless the president and Congress agreed to a permanent 
waiver. /  LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE, CRIME: Another weekend 
of clashes at rallies that turned violent in Portland. A riot was again declared by 
authorities Sunday night when protesters marched to a Portland police union 
building five miles away from downtown, blocked a road and set dumpster fires. It 
was the same building where protesters were dispersed after a fire was started 
inside the offices the night before. Demonstrators Sunday night marched to the 
building from a park a few blocks away. The road was blocked with fencing, and 
flames were seen rising from dumpsters in the middle of the street. Police forced 
a couple hundred protesters away from the building, and live video showed 
several people being detained. Police have not yet said how many were arrested. 
Since George Floyd was killed in Minneapolis, protests have occurred nightly in 
the city for more than 70 days. Demonstrations this past week have been violent. 
Many in Portland had hoped for calm after federal agents withdrew more than a 
week ago. But late Saturday, three officers were hurt, including two who were 
taken to a hospital, during the efforts to clear the crowd of several hundred people 
outside the union building. The two hospitalized officers have been released. Nine 
people were arrested during the late Saturday protest, police said in a statement. 
Police arrested 24 people during demonstrations overnight Friday after they said 
people defied orders to disperse and threw rocks, frozen or hard-boiled eggs and 
commercial-grade fireworks at officers.  Investigators said some demonstrators 
filled pool noodles with nails and placed them in the road, causing extensive 
damage to a patrol vehicle, police said. Oregon State Police worked with Portland 
officers to clear the protesters. The gatherings this past week have been 
noticeably smaller than the crowds of thousands who turned out nightly for about 
two weeks in July to protest the presence of U.S. agents sent by the Trump 
administration to protect the federal courthouse downtown. ; Chaotic and often 
violent protests against racial injustice have topped the headlines for days, but 
lost in the shouting are the voices of many Black Portland residents themselves 
— and their feelings about the unrest are nuanced and diverse. Some feel the 
overwhelmingly white crowds of protesters — and particularly those committing 



vandalism — are co-opting the Black Lives Matter movement. Others welcome 
white demonstrators because with their larger numbers they can draw attention to 
the city’s racial inequity in ways that Black demonstrators alone cannot. Some 
believe deeply that there cannot be a Black Lives Matter movement without 
defunding the police. Others say a recent vote to cut a specialized gun violence 
reduction unit is behind a sharp spike in shootings that has devastated their 
community. Primarily, there is a persistent worry that a critical opportunity for 
achieving racial justice in Portland’s tiny Black community might be lost. Many cite 
competing voices and the harsh glare of a national spotlight, which has reduced 
the situation to a culture war when the reality is much more complex. The city’s 
Black Lives Matter protests rocketed into the national consciousness in mid-July, 
when President Trump sent agents from the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security to protect a federal courthouse that had increasingly become a target of 
protesters. The action galvanized the city and united demonstrators, but it also 
exposed a simmering tension between Black demonstrators and their white allies, 
as well as disagreements among Black residents themselves about the way 
forward. The Wall of Moms, a group of mostly white women and self-described 
parents, gathered nightly to form a human chain between protesters and federal 
agents. Within two weeks, the group had imploded, with some Black community 
leaders accusing its leadership of trying to monetize their movement. The group 
reformed under Black leadership and a new name. Demetria Hester, a Black 
woman who leads the new Moms United for Black Lives, said the departure of 
federal agents and the dissolution of the Wall of Moms has refocused the 
protests. The Portland Police Bureau, with its newly appointed Black police chief, 
is for many Black residents just as polarizing as the protests. For many, part of 
breaking down racial barriers means defunding the police entirely. Portland’s 
population is less than six percent Black, but people of color were 
disproportionately stopped by the gun violence reduction team. An analysis of 
police use-of-force incidents published last month found that in 2019, officers 
were much more likely to use force against Black people — and particularly 
young Black men — than other groups despite overall trends towards less use of 
force. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health was notified of another 19 confirmed 
and presumed cases of COVID-19 over the weekend for a total 589 since mid-
March. Forty-two patients are considered infectious. Three are hospitalized. Over 
the weekend, state health officials reported 376 more confirmed or presumptive 
COVID-19 cases and seven more deaths on Saturday; and 263 new cases and 
one new death on Sunday. The Oregon Health Authority says that pushes the 
case total above 20,600 (20, 626) and the state’s death toll to 348. State health 
officials said Friday that Oregon’s weekly case count has plateaued following 
statewide COVID-19 restrictions implemented during the last two months. But 
authorities urged residents to continue to follow current mandates, including 
wearing a mask and avoiding large social gatherings to continue slowing the 
infection rate. / SAFETY: Have you seen him? The Lane County Sheriff's Office 
and search crews continue to look for a missing 27-year-old Eugene man. 
Michael Bryson was last seen on Wednesday, August 5, at a roadside 
campground located off Brice Creek Road just west of Champion Creek Road in 
South Lane County. At around 4:30 that morning, Bryson reportedly wandered 
away from a group of friends at the campground in an unknown direction and has 
not been seen since. Family reported him missing when he did not return 



home. Bryson left his camping gear at the campground and his phone has been 
powered off for several days. The Lane County Sheriff's Office Search and 
Rescue teams have not located any clues as to which direction Michael may have 
gone. Bryson’s friends and family have also assisted with the search. Michael 
Bryson is described as 6'2" tall, weighs approximately 180 pounds, and has short 
brown hair and hazel eyes. He was last seen wearing a white t-shirt, tan shorts, 
and white Crocs with rainbows on them. He might also be wearing a brown, 
corduroy baseball cap. Anyone who has seen Michael Bryson or knows his 
whereabouts is asked to contact the Lane County Sheriff's Office at 541-682-4150 
then press 1 and reference case # 20-5286. ; Eugene Police are asking your help 
in finding a 36-year-old woman who was last seen on Thursday. Family members 
say Bettina Francisca Madrid of Eugene did not return home overnight to her 
residence in North Eugene and her vehicle was located in the Churchill 
neighborhood. They say it is unusual for Madrid to be away from home for an 
extended period of time without being in contact or notifying her family, and they 
are concerned for her well-being. She is described as a white female, 
approximately 5’10” tall, weighing 145 pounds, with shoulder length reddish-
brown hair, green eyes, and freckles. If anyone has information regarding her 
whereabouts, call the Eugene Police at 541- 682-5111. / TRANSPORTATION, 
SAFETY: Springfield Police say they still are seeking the vehicle involved in a 
fatal pedestrian hit-and-run crash. It happened Friday night around 10:30 p.m. in 
the 7500 block of Main Street. Police say the victim, Zacory Tylor Hooks, was 
walking westbound on Main Street when he was struck by the vehicle. The driver 
failed to stop. Hooks died from his injuries. Known anything about the vehicle? 
Springfield Police would like to hear from you. Contact Officer Tony Del Castillo at 
541-726-3714. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: The clean, clear waters of Crater 
Lake National Park are being threatened by contamination brought in by visitors 
after the coronavirus pandemic spurred sharp cutbacks in park staffing. Crater 
Lake Superintendent Craig Ackerman says he is concerned visitors are ignoring 
signs prohibiting the use of gear that could result in invasive species being 
introduced into the lake. The Bulletin reports rangers are attempting to turn back 
people with illegal items but cannot be there 24 hours a day. The 1,943-feet deep 
lake is one of the most pristine large water bodies in the world, formed when a 
volcanic eruption collapsed a peak and left a crater that filled with water. The 
Cleetwood Cove bathroom at the parking area-trailhead is open, but the bathroom 
at the lake is closed because the park lacks staff for the necessary cleaning. 
Ackerman said some visitors have defecated along the trail and along the lakes 
and not carried out their solid waste. In addition, the bathroom at the lake was 
broken into and vandalized. Cigarette butts have been flicked into the lake as well 
as coffee cups and even underwear. Ackerman said there have been reports of 
visitors using inflatable watercraft on the lake, risking the spread of invasive 
organisms. Many people also bring dogs, which are banned because they might 
add contamination to the lake. Several incidents of illegal climbing in the caldera 
have been reported, with rangers and outside crews sometimes dispatched in 
time-consuming, costly rescues. Seven people were cited Friday after illegally 
climbing inside the caldera and triggering a large search effort. At the Mazama 
Campground, Ackerman said groups of 50 to 75 people have been flaunting 
social guidelines by gathering for potlucks and other activities. ; Out-of-state 
travelers will be charged more while camping at a state park in Oregon to help 



recoup some losses during the economic downfall caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic. The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department has announced a 
temporary 30 percent surcharge on nonresidents who make new camping 
reservations or arrive at a state park campground beginning Aug. 10. The 
Statesman Journal reports that the additional fees are temporary and will remain 
until the end of the year. Under the surcharge, the average cost for a full-service 
recreational vehicle site for nonresidents will increase from $33 a night to $42 a 
night and the average tent rental fee will increase from $19 a night to $23 a night. 
/  
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POLITICS, ECONOMY, EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH, LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
HOUSING: Oregon lawmakers wrapped up their second special legislative 
session of 2020 late last night, working to rebalance the state budget amid the 
pandemic. Facing a $1.2 (b)billion revenue gap, lawmakers cut roughly $400 
million across state agencies and used about $400 million in emergency funds 
from the Education Stability Fund to help repair the budget. They also used more 
than $200 million from accounts created to help pay down the state’s $24.5 billion 
public pension deficit. The Oregonian and OregonLive report other budget moves 
allowed legislators to close the remainder of the budget shortfall, including using 
$56 million in federal coronavirus relief funds to pay for Oregon State Police 
troopers. There were a series of proposals to improve the state’s unemployment 
benefits process. One bill allows people who are working reduced hours during 
the pandemic to earn more money from their jobs without having their 
unemployment benefits reduced. A second bill allows the Department of Revenue 
to share information about an individual’s personal income with the Oregon 
Employment Department. Agency officials say that will accelerate its ability to 
evaluate claims under the benefits program for self-employed workers that 
Congress approved in March. But one bill that would have helped speed up the 
processing of unemployment insurance claims for thousands of furloughed school 
employees waiting for benefits was killed in committee after being blocked by 
Senate Republicans. The bill would have allowed the state employment 
department to forgo adjudication of those employees’ claims. But opponents 
argued it would be difficult to explain to others waiting for jobless benefits why 
many public employees were allowed to jump to the front of the line. With 
coronavirus infections still on the rise in Oregon, lawmakers once again wore 
masks and other face coverings and followed social distancing protocols while 
discussing and voting on bills. Legislative leaders also kept the Capitol closed to 
the public. That, along with the lack of opportunity for the public to testify during 
hearings Monday, prompted repeated complaints from Republicans and some 
Democrats throughout the day. ; Oregon lawmakers meeting in special session 
approved by a wide margin a measure further restricting the use of choke holds 
by police. House Bill 4301 prohibits the use of choke holds by police or 
corrections officers except for self-defense as defined by law. Eugene Democratic 
State Senator James Manning said after the votes that it was past time for the 
decision. He added that such chokeholds are wrong and can be lethal and are not 



a tool to deescalate, calling it, quote, “a tool to take a life." The measure passed 
the House 55 to 2 and the Senate 22 to 5. / SPORTS, HEALTH, POLITICS:  
President Trump joined a U.S. senator and a number of coaches hoping to save 
the college football season from a pandemic-forced shutdown. It comes as the 
Pac-12 and Big Ten conferences plan conference calls among university 
presidents and athletic directors later today on whether to call off or postpone 
their fall seasons. Multiple media outlets report Big 10 officials have already made 
that decision and that it and the Pac-12 are expected to make an announcement 
later today. The Mountain West conference yesterday postponed until spring. Old 
Dominion canceled fall sports, becoming the first school in the Football Bowl 
Subdivison to break from its league in doing so. For now, the rest of Conference 
USA is going forward with plans to play. And officials with the powerful 
Southeastern Conference made clear they are not yet ready to shutter their fall 
season. Meantime, some college football players from across the country are 
uniting, lobbying to save a season threatened by the pandemic and ensure they 
have a voice in any big decisions. Clemson star Trevor Lawrence sparked a 
movement by tweeting “we want to play.” He was contacted by a player activist 
from Michigan. In a couple hours, two hashtags — #WeWantToPlay and 
#WeAreUnited — merged. Not only do those players want to play, but they want 
to create a players’ association for college football. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: The 
University of Oregon is planning to begin in-person classes for Fall Term on 
September 29. And in a letter to students, President Michael Schill says any 
student moving into a residence hall will be tested for COVID-19 upon arrival and 
at least one other time during the fall term. Schill says there also will be “voluntary 
random spot testing” available for students. It comes as campus leaders work to 
finalize their reopening plans. Schill says Fall Term will feature many classrooms 
that contain 50 or fewer students to accommodate physical distancing and other 
safety protocols. Students and instructors must wear face coverings or face 
shields. There will be plexiglass barriers at each podium. The letter from the 
University of Oregon president also notes that class change times will be longer, 
to allow students to move across campus without additional crowding at building, 
classroom, and lab entrances. Schill adds in his letter that is for any reason U-of-
O officials do not have confidence in their ability to manage the COVID-19 
conditions, they will transition to more limited operations. / HEALTH: Lane County 
Public Health says 36 local patients remain infectious with the coronavirus. Three 
people are hospitalized. The county has seen 590 confirmed and presumed 
cases of COVID-19 since mid-March. County health officials say a staff member 
at the Oaktree Residential Living Facility in Eugene has tested positive for 
COVID-19. Oaktree plans to test all residents and staff today. Yesterday, state 
health officials reported 227 more confirmed or presumptive COVID-19 cases and 
one more death, raising Oregon’s death toll to 348. There was some good news 
on the testing front. The Oregon Health Authority report that last week’s positive 
results accounted for 5.4 percent of the more than 25,700 people tested. That is 
down from 6.3 percent one week earlier. / RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, GOVERNMENT: They are calling them “listening sessions” to 
hear more about racial equity. The Lane County Equity and Access Advisory 
Board is hosting the first in a series of sessions online this evening. Today’s 
session is focusing on mental health and hearing from front line workers, people 
who receive mental health services, or who work in and are interested in the 



mental health system in Lane County. The session runs from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. online. Participants must pre-register at 
www.lanecounty.org/listening_sessions Lane County Equity and Access 
Coordinator Mo Young says the goal is to listen and better understand the 
experiences of community members, and work together to identify, acknowledge, 
and address the causes of inequity locally. Additional sessions are scheduled 
through August and September: General Listening Session on Tuesday, August 
18, 5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.  Health Listening Session on Thursday, August 20, 5:30 
p.m.–7:30 p.m. Juvenile Justice Listening Session on Tuesday, September 1, 
5:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m. General Listening Session on Wednesday, September 2, 
5:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m. Economic Justice on Thursday, September 3, 5:30 p.m.–
7:30 p.m. Public Safety Interest Listening Session, Wednesday, September 9, 
5:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m. Sesión General de Escuchar (en español), Miércoles 16 de 
Septiembre, 5:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL 
JUSTICE: More arrests last night after people began throwing ball bearings, gold 
balls and other items at Portland Police officers during an overnight protest. 
Investigators say it started as a peaceful evening gathering in Northeast Portland 
but that after close to two hours a handful of people in the crowd began targeting 
offers outside a police precinct, shining bright strobe lights at their eyes and 
tossing eggs and water bottles. One officer was treated for an elbow injury. The 
nine people arrested included three from Oregon, two from Washington, one from 
California, one from Minnesota, and two with unknown addresses. ; The arrest 
during protests in Portland of a Black woman who became a leading activist in the 
racial justice movement after she was assaulted by a white supremacist three 
years ago has galvanized local and national Black Lives Matter groups. More 
demonstrations were planned in the city overnight. Portland has seen more than 
two months of often violent, nightly protests since George Floyd was killed in 
Minneapolis. Authorities said 46-year-old Demetria Hester will not be charged 
following her arrest early Monday. Hester had been booked on suspicion of 
disorderly conduct and interfering with a police officer during the protest that 
began Sunday night. / ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION, SAFETY: Campfire 
restrictions now are in effect on the Willamette National Forest. They started 
yesterday morning. It comes as forest officials say hot, breezy weather in July and 
forecasted hot dry weather for August and September elevate the wildfire risk. At 
the same time, visitor numbers are higher than usual—extremely high, according 
to Willamette National Forest managers. That has led to an increase in the 
number of preventable human-caused fires statewide, 86 percent of which have 
been human-caused this year. Lightning sparked fires also are keeping crews 
busy, as they work to keep any new starts under an acre or two. Under the 
campfire restrictions, all campfires, charcoal or briquette fires, pellet fires, or any 
other open fires are prohibited outside of designated campgrounds and select 
Wilderness areas. Portable cooking stoves and lanterns using liquefied or bottled 
fuel are still allowed as they can be instantly switched off. There also are 
restrictions for chainsaws in campgrounds, off-highway vehicles, and smoking. 
Check your campground for updates when you arrive. If you see a wildfire, report 
it by calling 911 system. / RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH: Good news 
if you like to boat and play at Odell Lake: The Oregon Health Authority has lifted 
its recreational use health advisory now that a toxic algae bloom is subsiding. The 
advisory was July 22 for lake, which lies just east of Willamette Pass off Highway 



58. Still, health officials advise you to keep an eye out for algae blooms in the 
water and avoid them. Water associated with the toxic algae can be harmful to 
people, especially small children, and pets. Anytime you see signs of potentially 
toxic algae, avoid activities that cause you to swallow water or inhale droplets, 
such as swimming or high-speed water activities. If the water appears foamy, 
scummy, thick like paint, pea-green, blue-green, or brownish red in color, stay 
away from it. Really, why would you want to play there? Similarly, if a thick mat of 
blue-green algae is visible in the water, or bright green cells are suspended in the 
water, same thing. For health information or to report an illness, contact the 
Oregon Health Authority at 971-673-0482. / RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: 
Yesterday, the Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service began 
closing 25 miles of road leading into and through the Devil’s Staircase Wilderness 
in Douglas County to motorized and mechanized use, including bicycles. The two 
agencies say the effort will preserve the undeveloped character of the area, as 
required by the Wilderness Act. Congress designated the Devil’s Staircase 
Wilderness last year. The U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management 
manage the 30,621 acres. While the roads were legally closed last year, this 
week’s work begins the process of physically closing them at 20 locations. That 
includes Forest Service Road 4100, which traverses the Devil’s Staircase 
Wilderness from west to east, as well as smaller spur roads. Visitors to the area 
may still travel the roads that border the Devil’s Staircase Wilderness. Non-
motorized use in the wilderness is allowed, including foot travel and pack animal 
transportation. However, the area has no developed trails so visitors should 
anticipate remote terrain that is extremely difficult to navigate. The wilderness is 
characterized by steep creek drainages, sheer sandstone cliff faces, unstable 
soils, and dense vegetation. Cell phone signals and GPS devices are not reliable 
in this area. Maps of road barrier locations are available at 
www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/oregon-washington/devils-
staircase / HEALTH, BUSINESS: Quick reminder: If you run a small business in 
Springfield and you need protective masks for your staff and your patrons, the 
City of Springfield and the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce can help. 
They are hosting free face mask pick-up days. Today is one of them. Any 
currently operating Springfield small business of 50 employees or fewer is eligible 
for a one-time pick-up of masks from either Springfield City Hall or the Springfield 
Area Chamber of Commerce offices. These masks have been provided by 
Business Oregon and are meant for either business employees or patrons and 
are not medical grade. The pick-up days take place on Tuesday afternoons from 
2 – 4 p.m. starting today. They will continue each Tuesday through October or 
while supplies last. There is a limit of 50 masks per business. You will be asked to 
provide the business’ name, its physical address, and basic contact information 
for verification. During mask pick-up days the masks will be available at 
Springfield City Hall, located at 225 Fifth Street, and the Springfield Chamber of 
Commerce, located at 101 South A Street. And remember, you will need to wear 
a mask or face covering inside Springfield City Hall or the Springfield Chamber’s 
offices when you drop by to pick up the masks. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT, 
EMPLOYMENT, BUSINESS: Governors and state labor department officials were 
scrambling Monday to determine whether they could implement President 
Trump’s executive order to partially extend unemployment assistance payments 
to millions of Americans struggling to find work in the pandemic-scarred economy. 



Trump’s order allocates $44 billion in federal dollars from FEMA’s Disaster Relief 
Fund to boost unemployment aid for the jobless and calls on states to kick in 
roughly $15 billion. The $44 billion that the Trump administration has set aside for 
the unemployment aid would run out in five or six weeks. The Trump 
administration says states can pull the money from federal coronavirus relief 
funds distributed to them earlier in the crisis. But some states have already fully 
allocated that money for other critical needs. And many state leaders also 
questioned whether they could afford the additional $100 per week in the face of 
sharply reduced tax revenue. Trump’s order extends additional unemployment 
payments of $400 a week to help cushion the economic fallout of the pandemic. 
Congress had approved payments of $600 a week at the outset of the outbreak, 
but those benefits expired Aug. 1 and Congress has been unable to agree on an 
extension. Many Republicans had expressed concern that a $600 weekly benefit, 
on top of existing state benefits, gives people an incentive to stay unemployed. 
The White House described the $400 level as an appropriate compromise, and 
top administration officials including Vice President Pence on Monday urged 
governors in a private call to pressure Democratic lawmakers to come to a deal. 
But Democrats have dismissed Trump’s executive order as a hollow political 
gesture and question its legality since it sidesteps Congress. Several governors 
said their states simply could not afford to chip in a quarter of the cost. Some 
state officials, both Democrats and Republicans, said Trump’s order could prove 
to be difficult to implement for technical reasons because of the need to 
reprogram aging computer systems. State unemployment agencies struggled 
badly this spring and summer under the crush of tens of millions of applications, 
and in most cases took weeks to implement the extra $600 payment after it was 
first approved. /  
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TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: Oregon Highway 38, the 
Umpqua Highway, was limited to a single lane of traffic overnight between 
Scottsburg and Wells Creek due to a roadside wildfire near Milepost 17. The 
highway was closed for four hours Tuesday afternoon. Drive with caution and 
expect delays, watch for flaggers, and pilot cars. / ECONOMY, HEALTH, 
SPORTS: Alarmed by growing numbers of coronavirus cases and sobering 
medical evidence of the damage COVID-19 is causing even to student-athletes 
who showed few symptoms of infection, the Pac-12 and Big Ten conferences 
yesterday canceled their Fall sports. They will look at scheduling a revised 
season after the New Year if health and safety conditions allow. But in the short 
term, it is a blow to the universities, their athletic departments and athletes, and 
the communities that rely on Fall sports—especially college football—for crucial 
business revenue. The Pac-12 CEO Group voted unanimously after consulting 
with athletics directors and members of the conference’s COVID-19 Medical 
Advisory Committee, who expressed concerns about with moving forward with 
contact practice. For the time being, each Pac-12 program is permitted to 
continue 20 hours of weekly meetings and walk-throughs with athletes and 
coaches. Student-athlete’s scholarships are unaffected. As part of their 
guaranteed scholarships, they will continue to have university support, including 
academic advising and tutoring, among other support services. And the Pac-12 
Conference is strongly encouraging the NCAA to grant students who opt out of 
competition this academic year an additional year of eligibility. University of 
Oregon President Michael Schill says the decision was guided by science and a 
deep commitment to the health and welfare of student-athletes. Pac-12 
Commissioner Larry Scott noted that unlike professional sports, college sports 
cannot operate in a bubble. Scott says university athletic programs are part of 
communities where in many cases the prevalence of COVID-19 is significant. 
Additionally, ESPN published a story Monday afternoon reporting that myocarditis 
— a rare heart inflammation that could be linked to COVID-19 — has been found 
in at least five Big Ten athletes as well as several athletes in other conferences. 
Health experts said many of the athletes had asymptomatic or mild COVID-19 
infections. The Seattle Times reports myocarditis is responsible for roughly 9 
percent of sudden cardiac deaths in college athletes. It can also cause rapid or 
abnormal heart rhythms or scar tissue in the heart. ; Not quite two weeks ago, the 
Pac-12 unveiled its revised Fall Football schedule, with the truncated season 



starting September 26 and wrapping up in mid-December. But alarmed by 
growing numbers of coronavirus cases and sobering medical evidence of the 
damage COVID-19 is causing even to student-athletes who showed few 
symptoms of infection, the Pac-12 and Big Ten conferences yesterday canceled 
their Fall sports. University of Oregon President Michael Schill, the head of the 
Pac-12 CEO Group, says there is too much uncertainty and this is the morally 
correct thing to do. Officials will look at scheduling revised seasons after the New 
Year if health and safety conditions allow. But in the short term, it is a blow to the 
universities, their athletic departments and athletes, their fans, and the 
communities and businesses that rely on college football for a chunk of their 
revenue. The decision also affects Volleyball, Soccer, and Cross Country, and 
likely the non-conference schedule for Winter sports—including basketball—
which normally begin that portion of the schedule before the New Year. Student-
athlete’s scholarships are unaffected. The Pac-12 Conference is strongly 
encouraging the NCAA to grant students an additional year of eligibility. Schill 
says the decision was guided by science and a deep commitment to the health 
and welfare of student-athletes. For the time being, each Pac-12 program is 
permitted to continue 20 hours of weekly meetings and walk-throughs with 
athletes and coaches. Pac-12 Commissioner Larry Scott noted that unlike 
professional sports, college sports cannot operate in a bubble. Scott says 
university athletic programs are part of communities where in many cases the 
prevalence of COVID-19 is significant. Dr. Doug Aukerman, the Pac-12’s medical 
advisory chair and Oregon State’s senior associate athletic director for sports 
medicine said there is emerging data about some health risks that affect athletes, 
specifically cardiac side effects of COVID infections. The group noted three 
issues in its recommendation to delay: Community spread of the coronavirus in 
many Pac-12 communities is still too high; the long-term impacts of myocarditis 
are unknown; and the current testing capacity, especially rapid point-of-care 
testing, is not sufficient. ; The Pac-12 is planning a mammoth loan program for 
cash-strapped athletic departments, according to internal documents and 
conference sources. That could be critical. Football accounts for an estimated 70 
percent of the Oregon Athletic Department’s revenue and close to 80 percent of 
revenues at Oregon State. Reporter Jon Wilner with the Mercury-News reports 
the loan program would be large enough to cover that loss for each school, if 
needed. According to a series of emails obtained by The Hotline through public 
records requests, the loan would provide a maximum of $83 million for each 
university at a rate of 3.75 percent over 10 years. If all 12 schools opted for the 
maximum amount, the total would be $996 million. The idea is popular with 
university presidents because the loan would allow schools to bridge the 
coronavirus crisis without having to implement massive budget cuts that could 
include widespread layoffs and possibly the elimination of Olympic sports teams, 
which do not generate a profit. The article in The Hotline notes that, thanks to the 
media rights contracts with Fox and ESPN that are worth $1.2 billion over the next 
four years, the Pac-12 conference has the collateral necessarily to secure a 
massive loan. Responsibility for the loan would start in 2024, at which point 
universities would be in better financial position to assume the debt. One option 
would be for schools to repay what they owe using the proceeds from the new 
media rights contracts, which are expected to provide a significant increase in 
annual revenue. Multiple conference sources indicated the private schools, 



Stanford and USC, would be unlikely to participate in the program, and several of 
the public universities would opt for substantially less than the $83 million 
maximum. / CRIME, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: More vehicles have been 
struck by bullets on Interstate Five in Southern Oregon. Concerned that someone 
could be gravely wounded or killed, State Police investigators are renewing their 
call for any tips in the case. Over several weeks in late June and early July, they 
took five reports of vehicles being struck by bullets on Interstate 5 in Southern 
Douglas and Northern Josephine Counties. Since then, drivers of several other 
vehicles have made similar reports, including a bullet strike in Jackson County. 
The incidents occurred south of Milepost 100 on a section of I-5 that stretches 
from a couple of miles north of Canyonville to south of Grants Pass. If you are 
traveling in the area and believe your vehicle has just been struck by a bullet, 
Oregon State Police ask that you call 911, note the time, location, and if possible 
continue out of the area to a safe spot. If you have information regarding the 
shootings or if you believe your vehicle has been struck please contact the 
Oregon State Police Southern Command Center at 1-800-442-2068. Reference 
OSP Case #SP20-173444. / YOUTH, HEALTH, FAMILIES: Parents: Health care 
providers understand that some of you are anxious about taking your children and 
teens to their doctors’ offices during the pandemic. But health officials say that 
hesitation means that children in Oregon are falling behind on their childhood 
vaccinations—which could put them at risk of other diseases. August is National 
Immunization Awareness Month. It is a good time to contact your health care 
provider and get your child’s vaccines up-to-date to protect them from vaccine-
preventable diseases and preventable outbreaks. Many health care providers’ 
offices are taking special precautions such as ensuring children who are well are 
kept separate from sick children. Children are often being vaccinated at facilities 
that are separate from those that see adult patients. Some providers are providing 
drive-up vaccine programs. As part of their health and safety precautions, many 
providers are limiting the number of people who can go with a child to their 
appointment and are taking temperatures of all family members before allowing 
them into the building. Before rescheduling any upcoming childhood vaccination 
or well visit appointments, call your child’s health care provider to confirm your 
appointment and confirm what precautions you and they will take to keep 
everyone safe from COVID-19. And even if your family is experiencing financial 
hardship, the Vaccines for Children program offers free vaccines to families who 
cannot afford to pay. Call 211 to find out more about the program. Also, if your 
children need health insurance, they might qualify for enrollment in the Oregon 
Health Plan. OHP is open to all children and teens younger than 19, regardless of 
immigration status, who meet income and other criteria. Trained community 
partners across the state can help you fill out an application. Visit 
http://www.OHP.Oregon.gov to find community partners in your area. / HEALTH: 
Lane County Public Health yesterday reported seven more cases of the 
coronavirus, bringing the total to 597 confirmed and presumed cases of COVID-
19 since mid-March. As we close in on 600 cumulative cases, officials say 35 
local patients remain infectious with the coronavirus. Two people are hospitalized 
after one was discharged in the past day. The Oregon Health Authority reported 
302 more confirmed or presumptive COVID-19 cases and 11 more deaths, raising 
Oregon’s death toll to 368. Eight of those deaths include people who were 
determined to have had the coronavirus and died from causes of death tied to the 



disease. Oregon Health Authority officials say they receive death certificate 
information from the Office of Vital Statistics. Epidemiologists review that 
information for Oregonians that have COVID-19 listed as a main cause of death 
or a contributing cause of death. When a death is reported to a county, the county 
might not always have the cause of death, and that death would not be counted 
as a COVID-19 related death. But if an investigation later determines the person 
was infected and their cause of death was COVID-19 related, it may be added to 
the totals. / RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Multnomah Falls, 
Oregon’s tallest waterfall and one of the state’s most popular tourist attractions, 
reopened to the public yesterday. The Oregonian and OregonLive report the U.S. 
Forest Service, which manages the site, has added one-way pedestrian paths, 
physical distancing signs, and is requiring face coverings for staff and visitors. For 
now, the Benson Bridge viewpoint at Multnomah Falls remains closed, along with 
the hiking trail to the top of Multnomah Falls. The reopening of Multnomah Falls is 
happening in two phases. For the next few weeks, site managers will allow up to 
300 visitors at a time between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. It will be first-come, first-served 
with a socially distanced area to line up. A one-way path from the parking lot will 
lead to the viewing platform at the base of the waterfall. In a few weeks, Phase 
Two will include an online ticketing system that will allow 300 people to visit the 
waterfall each hour. Visitors will need to make reservations at least one day in 
advance. In addition to the lower viewing platform, the Multnomah Falls Lodge 
and visitor center is reopening to the public but also includes requirements for 
visitors to wear face coverings and socially distance. Several popular areas 
remain closed, including Crown Point and several other waterfalls in the “waterfall 
corridor” on the western stretch of the gorge. But officials with the Oregon 
Department of Transportation are reopening a popular stretch of the Historic 
Columbia River Highway from Bridal Veil to Ainsworth. But many viewpoints and 
day-use areas along the highway remain closed, and roadside parking will not be 
allowed at Multnomah Falls. If the regular parking lot is full, visitors will need to 
return later. Several other recreation areas in the gorge also reopened Tuesday, 
including the Angel’s Rest and Horsetail Falls trails. The Wahkeena Trail is be 
open to the Larch Mountain Trail, though parking below Wahkeena Falls will be 
limited. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: People who have 
been arrested since late May on non-violent misdemeanor charges during 
protests that have racked Oregon’s largest city for more than 70 days will not be 
prosecuted.  Multnomah County District Attorney Mike Schmidt said Tuesday the 
new policy recognizes the outrage and frustration over a history of racial injustice 
that has led to sustained, often violent protests in Portland. He said the new policy 
also recognizes the more practical realities of the court system, which is running 
more than two months behind in processing cases because of COVID-19. At least 
several hundred people who have been arrested in the past few months will not 
face criminal prosecution. / HOMELESSNESS, LEGAL ISSUES: An Oregon city 
has joined Boise, Idaho, in eliciting a precedent-setting court ruling that could 
change how cities nationwide cite and fine people living outside. A federal judge 
decided last week that Grants Pass violated its homeless residents' Eighth 
Amendment rights by excluding them from parks without due process and citing 
them for sleeping outside. The Oregonian and OregonLive reported the ruling 
builds on the landmark 2018 Martin v. City of Boise case that said cities cannot 
make it illegal for people to sleep or rest outside without providing sufficient indoor 



alternatives. Grants Pass’ city attorney said an appeal is planned. The U.S. 
Supreme Court last year refused to hear the Martin case, forcing cities to rethink 
how their policies and law enforcement officials handle growing populations of 
people without housing. In Grants Pass, people have been complaining for years 
to the Oregon Law Center office that their ability to rest was made impossible by 
local ordinances. Debra Blake was one of them. She lost her job and then her 
housing about 10 years ago and lives in Grants Pass. On Sept. 11, 2019, Blake 
was lying in her sleeping bag in a park when she was cited for illegal camping and 
prohibited conduct. The same day she was cited for criminal trespass on city 
property. The fines with those tickets totaled $885 and she was also excluded 
from the parks. The city has said Blake owes $5,000 in stacked up fines and fees. 
She is one of several people who joined the case, many with similar debts. A U.S. 
magistrate wrote in his ruling that homeless individuals are citizens just as much 
as those fortunate enough to have a secure living space. He said the city's 
policies amount to excessive fines for doing something that all humans must do -- 
sleeping, staying dry, staying warm, sitting down -- only applied to a small group 
of humans. Many cities and counties were thrown by the Boise case, which has 
been widely interpreted as saying that it is unconstitutional to arrest people for 
what are called "sit-lie laws" -- resting and sleeping in public -- if the jurisdiction 
does not provide adequate shelter or affordable housing. The Boise case was 
based in part on the Eighth Amendment -- that arresting homeless people for 
simply being homeless is cruel and unusual punishment. Legal experts say the 
decision still leaves room for cities and counties to regulate how and where 
people camp. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: The National Weather Service in Portland has issued 
a Fire Weather Watch for wind and low relative humidity, which is in effect from 
Friday morning through Friday evening. The affected areas in Oregon include the 
eastern slopes of the Central Oregon Coast Range and the Willamette Valley. 
The forecast calls for winds North 10-20 mph with gusts to 30 mph. Relative 
Humidity is falling and could get as low as 20 percent. Forecasters warn 
conditions might become favorable for rapid fire spread which may threaten life 
and property. Use extra caution with potential ignition sources, especially in 
grassy areas. Outdoor burning is not recommended. / CRIME, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: They've analyzed hundreds of hours of 
video and images. Now, Eugene Police need your assistance in identifying 60 
suspects from the rioting, vandalism, and looting in late May. On the night of 
Friday, May 29, what started as a peaceful protest in downtown Eugene devolved 
into a riot that lasted into the early morning hours of Saturday, May 30. Police say 
that while not everyone who participated in the original protest participated in the 
riot, several hundred individuals did, causing widespread damage to property 
while committing burglary, robbery, assault, arson, and other violent crimes. Much 
of the lawlessness took place near the intersection of 7th Avenue and 
Washington Street where a number of businesses sustained extensive damages 
and losses. Last week, Eugene Police made 11 arrests—nine adults and two 
juveniles. They also recovered stolen property, returning it to the rightful owners. 
To assemble this latest set of suspect photos, police reviewed surveillance video 
and social media posts—sometimes matching up timelines to glean several 
photos of a suspect from various angles and locations. See all 60 suspects here: 
https://www.eugene-
or.gov/DocumentCenter/View/56058/RiotSuspects529302020  Eugene 
investigators say if you have any tips on the suspects’ identities, please contact 
the agency’s TIP line at 1-541-262-5388 (the number requires a “1” for this 
particular number). Additional arrests are anticipated. ; The driver whose vehicle 
struck and injured a leader of a June 28 Black Unity march in Eugene might not 
be facing any charges from county prosecutors. But Eugene Police have cited 
Travis Waleri for a handful of traffic violations, including Careless Driving; Failure 
to Stop and Remain Stopped for a Pedestrian; and Driving the Wrong Way in a 
Traffic Circle. Last week, a grand jury declined to indict Waleri on criminal 
charges after hearing accounts and evidence from investigators, 13 civilian 



witnesses, the victim, a recorded investigative interview with the driver, and from 
five police officers. Investigators say the crash occurred when the advocacy group 
Black Unity held a children’s event and march at Sladden Park and Skinner Butte 
Park. As the group returned from its event, the collision happened at a makeshift 
roundabout at North Adams Street and Clark Street. Investigators said that when 
the driver saw the demonstrators entering the roundabout, he attempted to make 
an illegal left turn onto North Adams Street by entering the opposing direction of 
travel and using another section of the roundabout. But during the turn, Isiah 
Wagoner, who was providing traffic security for the demonstration, was struck on 
the left side of his body by the vehicle’s right-side passenger. Waleri later was 
released after police failed to establish probable cause. Wagoner received 
numerous tests at the hospital and was later released with non-life-threatening 
injuries, primarily significant lower back pain. / EDUCATION, RACIAL JUSTICE: 
Four murals painted on the walls in the University of Oregon’s main library are 
being covered because they contain racist, exclusionary language and imagery. 
The murals were created during the Knight Library’s construction in 1937. They 
face the main east and west stairwells in the Knight Library and have been the 
subject of student, staff, and faculty complaints of racial bias for years. On several 
occasions, some were vandalized. One of the murals, entitled “The Mission of a 
University,” references the, quote, “conservation … of our racial heritage.” The 
language refers to white people. Two other murals, called “Development of the 
Arts” and “Development of the Sciences,” show dozens of human figures 
engaged in art and science. But the murals also include images of primitive-
looking indigenous people using early tools and equipment. At the top of the 
murals, white scholars are shown working in a variety of contexts. To many library 
users, including Native American students who pass the murals daily during a 
regular school year, the depictions imply white authority and advantage in higher 
education. Officials say because the murals are affixed to the walls they cannot 
be removed without significant damage to the artwork and to the building. 
Between now and October 1, secure covers will be installed at a cost of close to 
$32 thousand. The U-of-O’s Provost and Senior Vice President Patrick Phillips 
says the action is long overdue. In the wake of the Black Lives Matter movement 
and nationwide calls for racial and social justice, Phillips says this is an historic 
time in our country, and that officials need to listen to members of the community 
who have felt the hurt and sting of racism on-campus. At the same time, 
university leaders say the pieces should be preserved in an historical context 
because lessons can be learned about historic attitudes. In 2017, interpretive 
signs were installed near the murals to provide context. But with this year’s calls 
for change across America, many said it was past time for the University of 
Oregon to act. Earlier this summer, the debate over racist symbols in public 
spaces reached a new prominence. Protestors tore down the U-of-O’s Pioneer 
and Pioneer Mother statues, two prominent symbols of colonialism to many 
Native students. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health yesterday reported nine 
more cases of the coronavirus, bringing the total to 606 confirmed and presumed 
cases of COVID-19 since mid-March. Officials say 35 local patients remain 
infectious and two of those are hospitalized. Public health officials said yesterday 
that one new positive test involves a Lane Community College student. But they 
say the student had been attending classes remotely. As part of their enhanced 
precautions, LCC staff are working closely with Lane County Public Health to 



support the disease investigation and to communicate with students about 
precautions being taken and reducing the risk of infection. ; The Oregon Health 
Authority reported 258 more confirmed or presumptive COVID-19 cases and 
seven more deaths, raising Oregon’s death toll to 375. Officials say average daily 
cases and deaths declined a bit last week, as did the percentage of positive tests 
which decreased to 5.4 percent. Hospitalizations also plateaued. All of that is 
good news. But in many cases across Oregon, contact tracers say they have 
been unable to determine many patients’ sources of infection. That indicates to 
health investigators that the virus remains widespread in Oregon. They say it 
emphasizes the need to take basic health precautions. Those include washing 
your hands frequently, wearing face coverings, limiting travel, and physically 
distancing from those who are not part of your household. Many cases appear to 
be spread through social gatherings—not just large events, but smaller get-
togethers at people’s homes, yards, or workplaces. The age group with the most 
positive cases remains young adults between the ages of 20-29. But older adults 
remain the hardest-hit age group. Officials with the Oregon Health Authority say 
people ages 80 and older account for nearly half of those hospitalized. ; Lane 
County Public Health is planning two more free testing events later this month. 
Next Tuesday, August 18, they will be at Norma Pfeiffer Park in Coburg between 
4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. And in two weeks, on Thursday, August 27, they will be 
in the parking lot of Mohawk Valley Fire. The Marcola event will run from 4:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Priority is being given to front-line medical workers, first 
responders, and those who have had to work throughout the pandemic—including 
grocery and gas station workers, restaurant and café workers, customer service 
representatives, retail workers, and others. Testing is free, but please bring your 
insurance card if you have one. That can help the county get reimbursed for at 
least some of the cost of the test. Those funds then can be used to conduct future 
testing. / SAFETY, CRIME, COMMUNITY: Family and friends of a missing 
Eugene man are offering a $10,000 reward for information that could help find 
him. It comes as the search continues for 27-year-old Michael Bryson. Bryson 
was last seen on Wednesday, August 5, at a roadside campground located off 
Brice Creek Road just west of Champion Creek Road in South Lane County. At 
around 4:30 that morning, Bryson reportedly wandered away from a group of 
friends at the campground in an unknown direction and has not been seen since. 
Family reported him missing when he did not return home. Bryson left his 
camping gear behind and his phone had been powered off for several days. Lane 
County Sheriff's Office Search and Rescue teams spent days at the scene but did 
not discover any sign of him. Bryson’s friends and family have also assisted with 
the search. Michael Bryson is described as 6'2" tall, weighs approximately 180 
pounds, and has short brown hair and hazel eyes. He was last seen wearing a 
white t-shirt, tan shorts, and white Crocs with rainbows on them. He might also be 
wearing a brown, corduroy baseball cap. Anyone who has seen Michael Bryson 
or knows his whereabouts is asked to contact the Lane County Sheriff's Office at 
541-682-4150 then press 1 and reference case # 20-5286. ; Family and friends 
also are continuing the search for a missing Lane County woman, Fauna Frey, 
who was last seen in Southern Oregon’s Josephine County on June 30. Relatives 
say 45-year-old Fauna Frey, who lives in Dexter, was last seen by a family friend 
in Grants Pass. Frey earlier told her father she planned to stay at a Grants Pass 
hotel on July 1 but never checked in. The Josephine County Sheriff’s Office put 



out an advisory late last month noting that she might be camping in Josephine 
County or somewhere in the Brookings area in her Dark Blue 2000 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee. But family and friends say they also has a tip from a woman who 
thought she saw Frey and her vehicle up the McKenzie near Holden Creek and 
Deerhorn Road on July 29th. They say it’s out of character for Fauna Frey to not 
be in contact with her family or friends for this length of time. We are now asking 
for the public's help in finding her with any leads or tips about her possible 
whereabouts. / SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: Oregon State Police say a 
Eugene man died late yesterday morning in a single-vehicle crash on Highway 38 
east of Drain. Preliminary investigation revealed that a Ford Explorer, operated by 
28-year-old Alec Beutler, was westbound when it left the roadway near Milepost 
51 and struck a tree. Beutler died at the scene. / COMMUNITY, YOUTH: “The 
atmosphere at a rodeo is so fun,” he said. “Everyone has fun.” Mason Stuller won 
the bareback and all-around titles at the National High School Finals Rodeo last 
month in Guthrie, Oklahoma. The 16-year-old from Veneta is the first Oregonian 
to win either of those titles in more than 30 years. In an interview with Steve Mims 
from The Register Guard, Stuller—who will be a junior this fall at Elmira High 
School—says, “It was a pretty crazy atmosphere, so to win something like that 
was awesome.” During his short but remarkable career, he’s amassed 80 winning 
belt buckles. Two years ago, Stuller won the all-around and saddle bronc titles at 
the Junior National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas. He returned to finish second in 
saddle bronc last year and plans to compete in that event for the fourth time in 
December. He plans to turn pro when he’s 18 and can do that while competing in 
college. “He’s pretty well known nationwide by college scouts,” his dad said. “A lot 
of those guys go to school and do the college circuit and then do the pro circuit in 
the summer.” / RECREATION, WILDLIFE, FISHERIES: Spending a lot of time in 
the outdoors? The Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife just rolled out a new 
update of its popular “MyODFW” app. Version 2.3 is now available in the Apple 
and Google Play stores. The latest update will you to update the app whenever a 
new version is available and provides an easier way to get reminders about your 
username or password should you forget them. This version also fixes some 
bugs—one of which left some newer iPhone users unable to view the list of fish 
they had tagged within the app or made it more difficult to use the app when in 
dark mode. To update, go to the Apple or Google Play store and choose Update 
or Open to get the latest version. It also sounds like the ODFW’s Electronic 
Licensing System is increasingly popular. Since it launched last year, close to 60 
percent of the agency’s customers have opened an online account and one-third 
are using e-tagging rather than paper tagging. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: A 
wildfire that started between Hood River and The Dalles in Oregon quickly grew 
to more than 500 acres by dusk yesterday, and expanded to more than 800 acres 
this morning, prompting evacuations of more than 300 homes near the community 
of Mosier (MOH’-zuhr). The fire was first reported early yesterday afternoon and 
spread rapidly as winds picked up. Crews said the blaze made aggressive runs, 
throwing embers that touched off additional fires. Governor Kate Brown last night 
invoked the state’s Conflagration Act, an emergency declaration which allows 
state officials to deploy additional resources to battle the blaze. It sounds like 
some Lane County firefighters are on standby. They are members of some 
wildfire task forces made up of members of various local fire agencies. They 
deploy when there is a need. Things could be a bit more challenging this wildfire 



season: Officials say high temperatures and dry conditions have significantly 
increased fire danger on the eastern end of the Columbia Gorge. Temperatures 
are expected to climb above 100 degrees there this weekend. Additionally, the 
pandemic is making it challenging. Crews are taking extra precautions on the fire 
lines and back in fire camps. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, BUSINESS, YOUTH, ANIMALS: A Red Flag Warning 
is in effect today and tomorrow in the Southern Willamette Valley for elevated 
wildfire conditions. Hot, dry, breezy weather combined with low humidity means 
the risk of a spark becoming a field, brush, or forest fire is high. That can threaten 
life and property. Use extra caution with potential ignition sources, especially in 
grassy areas. Outdoor burning is not recommended and is prohibited in many 
areas. ; An Excessive Heat Warning is in effect on Saturday. Dangerously hot 
conditions with temperatures around 100 degrees are expected in Western 
Oregon for elevations below 2,500 feet. Temperatures in the low to mid 90s will 
be common above 2,500 feet. Extreme heat significantly increases the potential 
for heat-related illnesses, particularly for those working or participating in outdoor 
activities. Warm overnight low temperatures will provide little relief in structures 
without air conditioning. Drink plenty of fluids, stay in an air-conditioned room, 
stay out of the sun, and check up on relatives and neighbors. Young children and 
pets should never be left unattended in vehicles under any circumstances. Take 
extra precautions if you work or spend time outside. When possible, reschedule 
strenuous activities to early morning or evening. Know the signs and symptoms of 
heat exhaustion and heatstroke. Wear lightweight and loose-fitting clothing when 
possible. To reduce risk during outdoor work, the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) recommends scheduling frequent rest breaks in shaded or 
air-conditioned environments. Anyone overcome by heat should be moved to a 
cool and shaded location. Heat stroke is an emergency! Call 911. ; Beat the heat 
and be safe during wildfire season. High temperatures and low humidity are 
forecasted across the state this weekend, bringing concerns about heat-related 
illnesses and wildfire activity. Heat-related illness is a serious threat, especially for 
elderly, youth, those without air conditioning, and those working or exercising 
outdoors. Helpful tips for heat safety: Hot cars can be deadly. Never leave 
children or pets in your vehicle. The inside temperature of a car can quickly reach 
120 degrees. Slow down, stay indoors, and avoid strenuous exercise in during the 
hottest part of the day. Use a buddy system when working in excessive heat. 
Take frequent breaks if working outdoors. If you are out on the water to stay cool. 
Wear a life jacket and wear sunscreen. Stay hydrated, drink water, and avoid 
drinks with caffeine or alcohol. Check on family, friends and neighbors who do not 
have air conditioning, who spend much of their time alone or who are more likely 
to be affected by the heat. Even in high heat, face coverings are important in 



times of COVID-19. Current weather conditions can contribute to wildfire activity. 
Common everyday activities such as mowing the lawn or pulling your vehicle off 
to the side of the road may start a wildfire. Here are some good wildfire safety tips 
to review: Do not mow when it is windy or excessively dry; lawn mowers are 
designed to cut lawn, not weeds or dry grass. Metal blades striking rocks can 
create sparks and start a fire. Make sure your vehicle is properly maintained with 
nothing dragging on the road. Do not drive on dry grass or brush. Hot exhaust 
pipes and mufflers start fires. Carry a fire extinguisher in your vehicle and learn 
how to use it. Smoke levels can vary dramatically during wildfires and also cause 
additional complications with the pandemic. For comprehensive information about 
smoke conditions in your area, visit http://oregonsmoke.blogspot.com 
Ready.gov offers additional guidance on staying safe when a wildfire threatens. 
Know your risks and be prepared for them. Make sure to have a “go kit,” register 
for emergency notification systems in your community, and plan where your 
family will go and how you will stay in contact if evacuated. OEM’s 2 Weeks 
Ready initiative offers a real way each of us can help ourselves and our 
communities prepare for drastic conditions and other emergencies.” / 
RECREATION, FISHERIES: Fish, clam, or crab for free in Oregon on Saturday 
and Sunday, Aug. 15-16. It’s another Free Fishing Weekend and you do not need 
fishing licenses or tags—not even the Combined Angling Tag or Columbia River 
Basin Endorsement or Two-Rod Validation. All other fishing regulations apply 
including local closures, bag limits and size restrictions. See the Oregon Sport 
Fishing Regulations to find out more and remember to check for any in season 
regulation changes at https://myodfw.com/recreation-report/fishing-report/ 
New to fishing and wondering where to go? Check the Recreation Report, which 
is updated on Thursday each week, for the best opportunities for the weekend. 
This time of year, the best bets are typically warmwater fishing and high lakes 
trout fishing. On the coast, try surfperch fishing from beaches or jetties. Crabbing 
or clamming can be a great activity for families; find detailed maps on where to go 
on MyODFW.com Crabbing and Clamming pages. Check for access before you 
go. Many spots have reopened to public access but some may still be closed, 
now due to wildfire season as well as COVID-19. ODFW does not control access 
to land or facilities (such as boat ramps) that it does not manage, so check with 
the land manager or facility owner where you want to go about what’s open 
before you leave home. Remember to practice social distancing. Keep six feet 
between you and anyone who does not live in your immediate household, 
including while on a boat or at a fish cleaning station. Wear a mask outdoors 
when you cannot maintain six feet of distance from someone who does not live in 
your household. Wash your hands often. Keep up on personal hygiene and bring 
your own water, soap, and hand sanitizer with you. Be prepared. Restrooms and 
other facilities may be more limited. Bring your own soap, water, hand sanitizer, 
toilet paper, food, etc. Avoid crowds. Go someplace else if your destination looks 
crowded. Pack out what you pack in. Take any garbage with you. A few clamming 
and crabbing closures are in effect (including razor clamming on Clatsop 
beaches), see the Recreation Report page for details. Also remember to always 
call the ODA Shellfish safety hotline at 1-800-448-2474 or check ODA’s 
Recreational Shellfish page before you head out. ; Fish for free this weekend – 
Best Bets (from ODFW): Saturday and Sunday, August 15 and 16, are another 
Free Fishing Weekend in Oregon. During these two days, you, your family, and 



friends can fish, crab, and clam for free anywhere that’s open for such activities in 
Oregon. No license, tag, endorsement or validation needed. Nonresidents 
included. Regular closures, bag limits and other regulations still apply. Where will 
you be fishing this weekend? Here are a few possibilities from the Oregon 
Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW): Siltcoos and Tahkenitch lakes in the 
Florence area still provide some of the best warmwater fishing opportunities. They 
also offer good trout fishing for stocked trout and resident cutthroat. Just about 
any river on the Central Oregon Coast will have good populations of cutthroat 
trout and good opportunities for good cutthroat trout fishing. Smallmouth bass 
fishing has been fantastic on the Main and South Umpqua. Thanks to new 
temporary regulations in Coquille River system, anglers can now use bait, spears 
and spear guns to harvest smallmouth bass. Anglers have reported good results. 
Want more ideas? Check out the ODFW’s Zone Reports at www.myodfw.com / 
BUSINESS, HEALTH: It one of the latest efforts to give a boost to struggling 
downtown Eugene businesses. And its popularity is leading to its expansion. 
Eugene’s downtown “Streatery” (Street + Eatery) program has added a second 
location. The effort, which closes one block of vehicle traffic lanes in popular local 
restaurant and retail districts, replaces the roadway with expanded bicycle and 
pedestrian lanes and gives food and retail vendors a chance to set up tables, 
chairs and other outdoor offerings. The idea is to support local businesses and 
provide a safe and physically distanced social gathering spot. The “Broadway 
Streatery” was the first, occupying the one-block section of Broadway between 
Willamette and Olive Streets. It features expanded café seating for nearby bars 
and restaurants, as well as enhanced music, lighting and more. Now the second 
full-block street closure is taking shape off East Fifth Avenue in the Market 
District. Each weekend through October, one block of Fifth between Pearl and 
High Streets is being closed to vehicles on Fridays through Sundays to allow 
restaurants and other businesses in and around Fifth Street Public Market to 
expand outdoors. While the “streateries” are closed to motor vehicles, the travel 
lanes remain open to pedestrians and people using non-motorized vehicles like 
bicycles, skateboards, or roller skates. City officials say they are using a type of 
barrier that will continue to allow emergency vehicle access to the block and 
surrounding areas. / YOUTH, LOW-INCOME, RECREATION: Do you have a bike 
collecting dust in your garage that your kids have outgrown or that you are no 
longer using? On Saturday, August 15, you have one more chance to donate it 
and help a child. Local non-profit “Free Bikes 4 Kidz – Eugene-Springfield” is 
hosting a bike donation event Saturday from 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at the Eugene 
Family YMCA. This is a chance to help get children outdoors and improve their 
health and mental well-being. During three previous summer collection drives, the 
group collected more than 150 bikes. “Free Bikes 4 Kidz” is accepting “gently-
used bicycles” that will be refurbished by volunteers before being distributed. Any 
missing or broken parts such as chains or cables are replaced, and a certified 
bike mechanic inspects the bike to guarantee each bike is safe to ride before it is 
given away. The organization then coordinates with local non-profits and 
community organizations to distribute the bicycles. Learn more at 
https://fb4keugene-springfield.org/ The group also is recruiting additional 
volunteers, especially those who can help clean and maintain donated bicycles or 
assist the group with donations and other tasks. Email info@fb4keugene-
springfield.org for more information. Background: “Free Bikes 4 Kidz” started in 



2008 in a garage in Minneapolis. In its first year, the organization gave away 300 
bikes. Since the organization began, volunteers at its chapters across the U.S. 
have restored and donated more than 50,000 bicycles. / HEALTH: A fourth Lane 
County resident has died from COVID-19. Public health officials say the woman, 
who was in her 70s, was a resident of the Eugene-Springfield area. Officials with 
McKenzie-Willamette Medical Center confirmed in a statement yesterday 
afternoon that she had been hospitalized prior to her death. Hospital officials said 
they could not reveal any other details due to patient privacy laws but sent their 
condolences to the patients’ family and other in the community who have 
struggled to recover from the virus. It came as Lane County Public Health 
yesterday reported five more cases of COVID-19, bringing the total confirmed and 
presumed cases since mid-March to 611. Officials say 34 local patients remain 
infectious and two of those are hospitalized. Public health officials also 
announced yesterday that a staff member at the Spring Valley Assisted Living 
facility in Springfield has tested positive for the virus. Officials say managers at 
the facility have tested all other patients and staff since learning of the diagnosis 
and are following public health guidance. Despite the news of the new death and 
new positive tests, Lane County Public Health officials say they are encouraged 
that our local “positivity rate” in testing is well below the state average. The 
Oregon Health Authority reported on Wednesday that last week’s positive test 
rate stood at 5.4 percent. In Lane County during the same period, it is 1.7 
percent. But local health officials warn they continue to see many cases—two out 
of every five last week—where contact tracers cannot determine how a patient 
contracted the illness. They say it’s another reminder that the coronavirus is 
present throughout our communities and that we need to continue taking 
precautions, such as washing our hands frequently, wearing masks or face 
coverings, and staying at least six feet from people who are not part of our 
immediate household. County officials say more than one-third of all recent 
COVID-19 cases could be traced to small social gatherings, whether between 
extended family members or groups of friends. Those included get-togethers at 
people’s homes and in their backyards. ; The Oregon Health Authority reported 
294 more confirmed or presumptive COVID-19 cases and eight more deaths, 
raising Oregon’s death toll to 383. In Marion County, officials say there was a 
workplace outbreak at a popular fast-food restaurant along Interstate Five—the 
In-N-Out Burger in Keizer, north of Salem. The restaurant remains open. The 
Statesman-Journal quotes state health investigators who said yesterday that 
there were five cases, which might represent both restaurant employees and 
others linked to the outbreak—including members of employee households or 
their close contacts. The investigation began on July 18 with the most recent case 
documented on July 29. Oregon only reports workplace outbreaks at businesses 
with 30 or more workers who have five or more confirmed cases. Meantime, 
surging coronavirus cases in southern Oregon’s Malheur County have led to a 
rollback of its Phase Two reopening status to Phase One. Malheur County has a 
case rate of 266 cases per 10,000 people—the third highest in the state. More 
than half of its cases could not be traced. Over the past two weeks, Malheur 
County has had a test positivity rate of 26 percent, close to five times the state 
average. The county has reported an average of 15 cases per day over the past 
two weeks. ; Lane County Public Health is planning two more free COVID-19 
testing events later this month. Next Tuesday, August 18, they will be at Norma 



Pfeiffer Park in Coburg between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. And in two weeks, on 
Thursday, August 27, they will be in the parking lot of Mohawk Valley Fire. The 
Marcola event will run from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Priority is being given to front-
line medical workers, first responders, and those who have had to work 
throughout the pandemic—including grocery and gas station workers, restaurant 
and café workers, customer service representatives, retail workers, and others. 
Testing is free, but please bring your insurance card if you have one. That can 
help the county get reimbursed for at least some of the cost of the test. Those 
funds then can be used to conduct future testing. ; In Portland, medical and 
hospital giant Kaiser Permanente is recruiting at least 100 Oregonians to 
participate in one of the state’s first vaccine trials for the coronavirus. The vaccine 
trials could begin as early as next week. The Oregonian and OregonLive report 
volunteers already must be members of the Kaiser Permanente health care 
network to participate. The Portland trial will test the effectiveness of a vaccine 
developed by Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech. The companies have a 
$2-(b)billion contract with the federal government. The Pfizer vaccine is one of 
eight in the world that have entered phase three trials – the final stage before a 
drug can be administered to the public. Another trial for a vaccine developed by 
the company Moderna is underway in Medford.  During the two-month “double 
blind” trial, half of the participants will receive the vaccine and half will receive a 
placebo. Participants will not know which they received but will report any side 
effects they experienced. The Portland vaccine trial is part of a larger effort 
involving 30,000 people worldwide. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: That wildfire on 
the eastern end of the Columbia Gorge continued to grow yesterday and 
destroyed at least four structures near the town of Mosier (MOH’-zuhr). It is 
unknown how many of those structures were homes. The Mosier Creek Fire had 
scorched more than 800 acres by early yesterday and forced the evacuations of 
close to 900 people from 564 homes. Fire crews are using aerial and ground 
attacks to try to contain he wind-driven blaze, which sparked late Wednesday 
afternoon. Fire managers are concerned about this weekend’s high temperatures, 
which might trigger dangerous fire behavior. They are also working to keep crews 
safe during the pandemic by ensuring physical distancing and other precautions 
both on the fire lines and in the fire camps. / SPORTS, HEALTH: The NCAA will 
not conduct Fall sports championship events because not enough schools are 
competing in sports such as men’s and women’s soccer and women’s volleyball. 
NCAA President Mark Emmert made the announcement yesterday morning. It 
came after the NCAA Board of Governors decided last week that championship 
events in a sport would be canceled if fewer than 50 percent of the teams 
competing in that sports played a regular season. Those fall sports include 
Volleyball, Soccer, Cross Country, and Field Hockey. But the NCAA’s move that 
does not affect major college football. The College Football Playoff is run by a 
separate organization. While the Pac-12 and several other conferences have 
canceled their Fall football seasons—with hopes of rescheduling after the New 
Year—six athletic conferences and leagues still are working to hold a Fall season. 
They include the Big 12, Southeastern Conference, and Atlantic Coast 
Conference. They hope to begin play next month. ; Officials with Oregon and 
Oregon State Athletics say the cancellation of Fall sports—and Football, in 
particular—could means losses of tens of millions of dollars. At both schools, the 
loss of broadcast, ticket, and other revenues could total between $50- and $80-



million dollars. Duck Athletic officials say during their 2019 fiscal year, they had 
roughly $127 million in revenues and more than $128 million in expenses. 
Football accounted for 56 percent of that revenue total. Oregon Athletic Director 
Rob Mullen says this Fall’s anticipated shortfall could mean big budget cuts and 
possibly seeking a loan from the Pac-12 or other sources. He says he does not 
want to cut sports, saying it would be a last resort. Meantime, Oregon and Oregon 
State’s athletic departments have begun contacting ticketholders to outline their 
options. Fans may rollover their tickets to the rescheduled or next season, 
request a refund, or donate some what they paid to help bridge the budget 
shortfall. ; Major college football will be the only championship decided by the 
NCAA, and the prospect of holding that still hangs in the balance. The NCAA has 
called off all fall championship events except for major college football because of 
the limited number of schools competing in sports such as men’s and women’s 
soccer and women’s volleyball during the first semester. NCAA President Mark 
Emmert made the announcement in a video posted on Twitter, although it has 
been clear this was coming as conferences canceled fall sports seasons because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Emmert said the NCAA would prioritize staging 
championships in winter and spring sports because those — including the NCAA 
basketball tournaments— were canceled when COVID-19 first spiked across the 
United States in March. The decision comes after The Big Sky, West Coast and 
Southern conferences announced Thursday that they are the latest Division I 
leagues to postpone its fall sports schedule. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT: 
Oregon State Police are leaving Portland after a two-week assignment to help 
protect a federal courthouse that has been a target of protesters during months of 
conflict in Oregon's largest city. The approximately 100 troopers had been helping 
both federal officers and Portland police in responding to nightly protests 
Portland, protests which often ended in confrontations with demonstrators and 
arrests. The troopers will return to their regular assignments in the Willamette 
Valley, along the coast, and in southern and eastern Oregon. State Police officials 
said they committed to two weeks and that period has ended. A spokesman 
added that they were working in a county that is, quote, “not going to prosecute 
this criminal behavior.” That was a pointed reference to an announcement by 
Multnomah County’s new district attorney that those arrested for non-violent 
crimes during protests would not be prosecuted. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report that includes charges of disorderly conduct, interfering with a police officer 
and even riot in some circumstances. But officials in Portland said those accused 
of violent offenses still would be prosecuted. State police were sent to Portland on 
July 30 under an agreement between Gov. Kate Brown and the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security to try to curtail the clashes throughout the month between 
federal officers and some protesters outside Portland’s federal courthouse. The 
city has seen more than two months of consecutive demonstrations against police 
brutality and racial justice since the May 25 killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. 
/  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: It was a weekend of hot temperatures and elevated 
wildfire conditions. Lightning strikes started sparked dozens of small blazes, but 
crews were able to get to many of them before they could grow. Still, Oregon fire 
agencies reported 19 new fires on a combined 47 acres. On the eastern end of 
Columbia Gorge, fire managers reported Sunday that crews had containment 
lines around close to half of the Mosier Creek Fire. The blaze has destroyed 11 
homes, two commercial structures, and 18 outbuildings. Crews faced challenges, 
including high winds that caused power outages over the weekend—including at 
a school that fire managers were using as a command post. But many of the 
hundreds of evacuated residents were able to begin returning home Sunday. In 
other areas, firefighters continue working to protect homes and help where they 
can. One video that was widely shared on Sunday showed a wildland firefighter at 
a residence on Mosier Creek Fire who took time to water the garden at an 
evacuee's home and feed the chickens and ducks. A number of task forces that 
mobilized from across the state to help battle the Mosier Creek Fire are beginning 
to head home as management shifts back to local crews. Officials with the Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office say a wildfire is burning in the Opal Creek Wilderness area 
near Beachie Creek. By late last night, it had scorched about ten acres. North 
Fork Road (Forest Road 2209) is closed at the forest boundary, including the 
popular Three Pools and Opal Creek trails, along with all of Forest Road 2207 
from North Fork to French Creek Road. Crews from the U.S. Forest Service and 
the Marion County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue were working to evacuate 
the popular wilderness recreation areas, which remain closed until further notice. 
Southern Oregon also saw its share of lightning strikes. Crews were able to build 
a line around the Graves Creek Fire. It had burned about five acres about 16 
miles northwest of Rogue River. The Oregon Department of Forestry reports fire 
crews across the state continue to respond to reports of illegal burns on an almost 
daily basis. Many of these burn piles are unattended when firefighters arrive, and 
it is clear they have been smoldering since the day before. Strong winds can fan 
those embers into flames and throw sparks into nearby vegetation, triggering 
wildfires. Do not be the person who puts their community at risk during fire 
season with an illegal burn. ; Personnel from a number of Lane County fire 
agencies are back home after a rapid weekend trip to central Oregon. Their task 
force had been deployed to assist with a wildfire off Highway 97 north of Bend 
that, for a time on Saturday, was threatening a number of homes, including at 



least one subdivision and several mobile home parks. But the evacuation orders 
were lifted later that night. The Juniper Ridge Fire was kept to less than 40 acres, 
but it destroyed two outbuildings and spread into an auto wrecking yard, where it 
destroyed acres of vehicles. Crews on the ground were assisted by three 
helicopters. Fire investigators say the blaze was sparked when hot exhaust from 
a mobile home ignited dry grass. Task forces including those from Lane County 
often are deployed as part of a mutual aid effort when homes and other structures 
are threatened. That allows wildfire crews to focus on containing the blaze while 
the task forces protect developed areas. Resources were deployed from Coburg 
Fire, McKenzie Fire, Lane Fire Authority, Pleasant Hill Goshen Fire & Rescue, 
Junction City Fire and Mohawk Valley Fire District. / RECREATION, SAFETY, 
HEALTH: Public officials in Oregon and Washington had a warning for people 
visiting trailheads and recreation areas across the region over the weekend: Park 
illegally and you might get towed. But people still did. The U.S. Forest Service 
shared a photo on social media Thursday showing a car being towed from a 
trailhead parking area in the Mount Hood National Forest. Site managers and law 
enforcement officials say they only are doing it when vehicles pose traffic hazards 
on the shoulders of nearby roads and highways or block access for emergency 
vehicles. Forest service and state park officials said Friday that while illegal 
parking is nothing new, it has been a bigger problem this summer as huge crowds 
flock to natural areas across the region amid the pandemic.  / GOVERNMENT: A 
surprise announcement over the weekend from Springfield Mayor Christine 
Lundberg, who says she is stepping down immediately for personal reasons. No 
other details in the announcement, which came on Saturday. Members of the 
Springfield City Council now must begin the process of appointing a new mayor. 
In her letter of resignation, Lundberg said she made the decision with, quote, “a 
heavy heart.” She added that being Springfield’s mayor has been an “enormous 
honor.” The announcement of her resignation notes that Lundberg has devoted 
more than 20 years of public service to Springfield. Lundberg in May won 
reelection to another four-year term, which was set to begin early next year. The 
Springfield Council now must begin work on a timeline and process for appointing 
an interim mayor. / LEGAL ISSUES, GOVERNMENT: He is a longtime criminal 
defense attorney for Public Defense Services of Lane County, and a faculty 
member at Lane Community College where he teaches sociology courses. Now, 
Oregon’s governor has appointed Amit Kapoor to a spot on Lane County’s Circuit 
Court, filling the vacancy created by the retirement of Maurice Merten. Kapoor’s 
community involvement includes serving as a board member for the Center for 
Dialogue and Resolution, a Eugene nonprofit providing mediation and conflict 
resolution services. He also volunteers to provide training, mediation, and conflict 
coaching at the Oregon Country Fair. He will join the Lane County Circuit Court 
bench on September 1. / HEALTH: Over the weekend, Lane County Public Health 
five more cases of COVID-19, bringing the total confirmed and presumed cases 
since mid-March to 625. But fewer patients are considered infectious. The 
number dropped from 35 on Friday to 22 on Sunday, as more people recovered 
from the illness. One person remains hospitalized. We have had four local deaths 
connected to COVID-19 during the pandemic, the most recent last week. ; Late 
last week, the governor and state health officials issued new guidelines requiring 
face coverings or face shields for employees in private office spaces, in addition 
to public office spaces. It comes amid a growing number of cases tied to 



workplaces. The guidance requires face coverings in public and private building 
hallways, bathrooms, elevators, lobbies, break rooms, and other common spaces, 
unless employees are at individual work spaces or in meeting rooms where six 
feet of distance from other people can be maintained. There is an exception that 
allows the brief removal of face coverings in situations where someone’s identity 
needs to be confirmed for visual comparison, such as interactions in banks or with 
law enforcement. ; Lane County Public Health officials are planning two more free 
COVID-19 testing events later this month. Tomorrow, August 18, they will be at 
Norma Pfeiffer Park in Coburg between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. And next week, 
on Thursday, August 27, they will be in the parking lot of Mohawk Valley Fire. 
That Marcola event will run from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Priority is being given to 
front-line medical workers, first responders, and those who have had to work 
throughout the pandemic—including grocery and gas station workers, restaurant 
and café workers, customer service representatives, retail workers, and others. 
Testing is free, but please bring your insurance card if you have one. That can 
help the county get reimbursed for at least some of the cost of the test. Those 
funds then can be used to conduct future testing. ; On Friday, disease specialists 
with the Oregon Health Authority released a study that indicates that the number 
of Oregonians who have been infected with the coronavirus might be 10 times 
higher than the reported rate of infections obtained through conventional testing. 
The study, which was published in the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, reported that as of mid-June 
one percent of Oregonians without COVID-19 had evidence of past infection of 
the virus in their blood. A top Oregon Health Authority official says the results 
underscore that the large majority of Oregonians remain susceptible to this virus. 
He added that because most of us are still susceptible, it is important to  keep 
practicing physical distancing and masking until there are effective vaccines, 
treatments, or other means of dealing with the illness. ; On Friday, officials with 
McKenzie-Willamette Medical Center said one of their employees was in 
quarantine after testing positive for COVID-19. Officials believe the person 
became infected while traveling out of state. McKenzie-Willamette Medical Center 
spokeswoman Jana Waterman said the facility continues to follow CDC 
guidelines by testing and screening its employees, mandating face masks, and 
observing physical distancing. No further information was available. / WILDLIFE, 
FISHERIES: U.S. authorities late last week gave wildlife managers in Oregon, 
Washington, and Idaho permission to start killing hundreds of sea lions in the 
Columbia River basin in hopes of helping struggling salmon and steelhead. The 
bulky marine mammals long ago figured out they could feast on the migrating fish 
where they bottleneck at dams or where they head up tributaries to spawn. The 
sea lions have been a long-running conundrum, pitting mammals protected under 
federal law against protected fish runs. The permit granted Friday allows the 
states and several Native American tribes to kill 540 California sea lions and 176 
Steller sea lions over the next five years. / ENVIRONMENT: If you feel like you 
owe nature an apology, you might have been driving in the mountains over the 
weekend, where many drivers heading for the Santiam and Old McKenzie Passes 
could not avoid splatting hundreds of butterflies swarming a 50-mile stretch of 
Oregon Highway 126 and U.S. 20. It made the drive from McKenzie Bridge to 
Sisters more than a bit unnerving as drivers unexpectedly encountered the 
California tortoiseshell butterfly. Experts say the butterflies have a wingspan of 



between one and two inches and are distinctive for their orange wings with black 
spots. They look a bit like but are smaller than Monarchs. Biologists say California 
tortoiseshells have population booms every few summers in the Cascades as 
they spread into new breeding areas. You might have seen tens of thousands. 
Their emergence sometimes number in the millions. Like all butterflies, California 
tortoiseshells start out as caterpillars. Their larvae feed on various species of 
snowbrush, (Latin name: Ceanothus), as well as mazanita and willow. The 
caterpillars later form a chrysalis to complete their metamorphosis into butterflies. 
Sadly, many quickly wind up smashed on the windshields, bumpers, and grills of 
passing vehicles. If your car has butterfly guts on it, it is best to wash it off sooner 
rather than later. The acidic yellow smears can, over time, damage the paint. / 
TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH, COMMUNITIES: Expanded bus service—
curtailed during the early months of the pandemic—is returning to Cottage Grove 
today. Lane Transit District, in partnership with South Lane Wheels, is resuming 
its pilot program known as the Cottage Grove Connector. The on-demand 
program allows Cottage Grove residents to request a ride for an essential trip—to 
the grocery store, a medical appointment, or elsewhere—within the Cottage 
Grove city limits. Before the pandemic hit, the Connector was being used by more 
than 100 people per day. It also provides a connection to Lane Transit’s Route 98 
bus to Creswell, Lane Community College, and Eugene by dropping passengers 
at a stop at the Cottage Grove WalMart. Route 98 also takes passengers into 
downtown Cottage Grove. Riders use the “TransLoc MicroTransit” smartphone 
app or by calling 1-942-0456, (select Extension 1) between from 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m., Monday through Friday. The Cottage Grove Connector’s vehicle capacity is 
four riders. The fare for the Cottage Grove Connector is $1 per passenger, one-
way. Lane Transit District passes and other fare media are not currently 
accepted. But children ages 5 and under ride the Cottage Grove Connector for 
free. If you have carry-on items, they are limited to what can be carried onboard 
by the passenger and held on their lap or stored under their seat. Connector's 
operating hours.  In addition, the Route 98 bus currently travels from Walmart 
through the center of Cottage Grove before departing for Creswell, Lane 
Community College, and the Downtown Eugene Station. More information about 
the Cottage Grove Connector pilot and all LTD bus schedules, go to www.ltd.org /  
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HEALTH, COMMUNITY, BUSINESS, LATINX: Lane County Public Health 
announced five more cases of COVID-19 yesterday, bringing the total number of 
confirmed and presumed cases since mid-March to 630. Twenty-two patients 
remain infectious. One person is hospitalized. We have had four local deaths 
connected to COVID-19 during the pandemic, the most recent last week. Officials 
with the Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 192 new confirmed and 
presumptive coronavirus cases across the state but no new deaths. State health 
officials say last week’s “positivity rate” among the close to 14-hundred people 
tested was 5.4 percent. They say the positive test numbers are still a bit high but 
have remained relatively stable. That, according to the Oregon Health Authority, 
suggests the number of people being newly infected in our state is staying 
relatively constant and is no longer increasing. Getting tests processed quickly 
and by in-state labs remains a challenge. Demand remains high nationwide for 
testing materials and chemicals, meaning many laboratories are struggling to 
meet demand. Lab officials statewide report they have been forced to send close 
to 20 percent of all specimens to out-of-state labs for testing last week. Oregon 
has an agreement with ThermoFisher to increase testing capacity and provide 
additional COVID-19 testing supplies at up to seven Oregon laboratories in the 
coming weeks. But yesterday, the Food and Drug Administration warned about 
problems with the widely used ThermoFisher test for coronavirus that can lead to 
false results. The warning comes nearly one month after health officials in 
Connecticut warned that the test had delivered false positive results to at least 90 
people tested for the virus. The FDA said Monday that lab technicians working 
with the test must follow updated instructions and use new software provided by 
Thermo Fisher to ensure accurate results. Meantime, the Oregon Health Authority 
is working to determine whether hospitals across the state have an adequate 
supply of PPE or Personal Protective Equipment on-hand. This includes 
respirators and face shields, surgical masks, gloves, and gowns. Later today, the 
agency will issue its first report on PPE supply, as part of a weekly look at the 
Oregon’s hospital capacity. ; A reminder that Lane County Public Health officials 
are holding a free COVID-19 testing event this afternoon in Coburg. It runs from 
4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. at Norma Pfeiffer Park. This is designed for Coburg-area 
residents to help get a sense for the spread of the coronavirus in that community. 
Priority is being given to front-line medical workers, first responders, and those 
who have had to work throughout the pandemic—including grocery and gas 



station workers, restaurant and café workers, customer service representatives, 
retail workers, and others. Members of the LatinX (say: latin-ex) community also 
are encouraged to come to the Coburg testing event. Health experts say people 
of color are more vulnerable to complications from COVID-19. That is one reason 
they are working to increase testing in those groups. There are more events 
scheduled for the LatinX community, as well. One takes place this Thursday, 
August 20, from 4-7 p.m. in the parking lot of the Cottage Grove Community 
Center and Library at 700 East Gibbs. On Saturday, Lane County Public Health 
hosts a free testing event in Eugene for members of the Black community. It runs 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Vet’s Club, located at 1626 Willamette Street in 
Eugene. Testing is free. But please take your insurance card if you have one. 
That can help the county get reimbursed for at least some of the cost of the test. 
Those funds then may be used to conduct future testing. ; Oregon OSHA is 
proposing a temporary rule that would combat the spread of coronavirus in all 
workplaces by requiring employers to implement risk-reducing measures ranging 
from physical distancing and physical barriers to face coverings, workplace 
cleanings, and the sharing of information among workers. Many workplaces and 
job sites already have such precautions in place. This update would apply to all 
workplaces and add further requirements for certain job duties that involve close-
in work activities, as well as health care activities involving direct patient care. It 
comes as officials work to reduce the number of COVID-19 outbreaks at such 
workplaces. For example, employers would have to ensure six-foot distancing 
between all people in the workplace. That would include designing work activities 
and the workplace to eliminate the need for any worker to be within six feet of 
another person. If such separation is not practical, the employer would have to 
ensure that face coverings are worn and that as much distance as practical is 
maintained. The distancing requirement could be met with an impermeable barrier 
that creates a “droplet buffer” of at least six feet in distance as measured between 
the mouths of the affected people. Another example pertains to all high-contact 
surfaces used by multiple employees, such as door handles and cash registers. 
Employers would have to ensure that such surfaces are thoroughly cleaned at the 
beginning of each shift. Meanwhile, the draft rule includes additional measures for 
jobs requiring an employee to be within six feet of another person for 15 minutes 
or longer if it includes direct contact. Examples of such activities include tattooing, 
massage, and hair dressing. In those situations, employers would need to 
conduct a COVID-19 exposure risk assessment. Such an assessment would 
account for a variety of risk elements, including the anticipated or actual working 
distance between all employees and the frequency, duration, and variety of close-
in work activities. The draft rule contains an additional requirement for employers 
engaged in such health care activities as direct patient care, aerosol-generating 
procedures, and emergency first-responder work that they develop and 
implement an infection control plan. The plan would need to include such steps as 
outlining worker tasks requiring the use of personal protective equipment, spelling 
out hazard control measures, and describing face-covering requirements. Oregon 
OSHA is accepting public comments on the proposal through the end of the 
month and scheduling virtual public forums to discuss the temporary rule. If 
approved, it would take effect by the middle of next month and would remain in 
effect for 180 days. For more information about Oregon OSHA workplace 
guidance and resources related to the coronavirus outbreak, visit 



https://osha.oregon.gov/Pages/re/covid-19.aspx / GOVERNMENT: Springfield’s 
interim mayor likely will be named sometime next month. But voters will not 
choose a permanent replacement until 2022. It comes after Christine Lundberg’s 
surprise announcement on Saturday that she was stepping down as mayor, 
effective immediately. Lundberg, who spent 20 years in public service in 
Springfield, said in a letter shared over the weekend by city officials that she did 
so with a “heavy heart” but that she needed time for herself and her family. A 
Monday news release from the City of Springfield notes that the city’s charter 
requires the City Council to appoint an interim mayor until a successor is elected 
by Springfield’s voters. But because Lundberg was reelected in May of this year, 
the next regular election is not until 2022. Lundberg won the May 19 primary race 
to keep her job as mayor, defeating challenger Mike Eyster. The Springfield City 
Council will take up the discussion of an interim mayor at its September 8 
meeting. / CRIME: Eugene Police are investigating a rape that occurred around 
5:15 Monday morning near Oakway Center. It came after 911 dispatchers 
received a call from an unknown woman and the line was disconnected. The 
victim called back and reported being raped by an unknown male in the 200 block 
of Oakway Center. The suspect is described as a male adult with "tannish skin,” 
wearing a black, wide-brimmed hat, a dark medical face mask, a black sleeveless 
shirt, and dark jeans, and riding a bicycle. If anyone has suspect information, they 
are asked to contact the Eugene Police non-emergency line. That number is 541-
682-5111. Eugene Police also shared general personal safety tips yesterday: Be 
aware of your surroundings at all times. Walk confidently and do not avoid eye 
contact. Do not let strangers into your “space.” Keep plenty of distance between 
yourself and people you do not wish to approach you. Do not stop to talk with 
strangers asking for directions or other types of help as this can be a ploy to get 
close for an attack. If you feel you are in danger or are being followed, call 9-1-1. 
If grabbed, fight back, and make as much noise as possible. Use the buddy 
system when walking after dark. You should know the person you are walking 
with well enough to trust them. Walk in lighted areas as much as possible and do 
not walk too close to bushes, alleyways, or other places where attackers can 
conceal themselves. Do not get into someone’s car even if they display a 
weapon. It is better to fight back in the street where help is closer at hand and 
other people may hear your calls for help. / SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: 
Oregon State Police say a Springfield man died late Sunday morning when his 
pick-up truck left the roadway and rolled on Oregon Highway 242 two miles west 
of Sisters. Investigators say 57-year-old Liciano Ramirez-Guillen died from his 
injuries. Two passengers, a 13-year-old and 15-year-old were injured and 
hospitalized. Their conditions are unknown. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: 
Authorities say a wildfire burning in the scenic Columbia River Gorge that has 
destroyed dozens of structures is 65 percent contained. Some evacuation orders 
were downgraded as of Monday because of the containment progress. The fire 
has burned about 985 acres. The Oregon Department of Forestry says 36 
structures were destroyed, including close to one dozen homes, and about 660 
remain threatened. But as the threat diminished on Monday afternoon, the 
Oregon State Fire Marshal's office announced that crews were moving into the 
“mop-up” phase, that state crews were demobilizing, and that local authorities 
would handle the blaze. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report demonstrators gathered for the 82nd 



consecutive day on Monday in Portland, meeting at a park before marching on 
the Portland police union headquarters. Portland protesters have held events for 
nearly three months following the killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police to 
rally against police brutality and anti-Black racism. Crowds have diminished since 
the early days of the protests and since federal officers that had been policing the 
protests made themselves scarce. But smaller crowds have turned their ire 
toward a rotating set of targets that has included police precincts and the Portland 
Police Association office in the northeastern part of the city. Many activists view 
the union as a roadblock to the reforms they demand. ; Portland Police say they 
continue to investigate a Sunday night incident were protesters beat a man 
unconscious after he crashed his truck onto the sidewalk near an otherwise 
peaceful demonstration. Police said they received a report around 10:30 p.m. of 
protesters chasing the truck in an incident that occurred a few blocks from the 
federal courthouse. Portland Police told The Oregonian and OregonLive the man 
was taken to the hospital with serious injuries. It was not immediately clear what 
led to the crash or the confrontation. / RECREATION, ENVIRONMENT: One of 
the most popular park sites on the north Oregon coast has reopened to the public. 
The Oregonian and OregonLive reports Ecola (ee-KOH’-luh) State Park north of 
Cannon Beach opened Saturday, after wrapping up long-awaited road repairs 
caused by a landslide last winter. The main entrance on the south end of the park 
closed in February after a nearly 100-foot section of the Crescent Beach Trail slid 
over a cliff, damaged the entrance road, and severed the park’s main waterline. 
Plans to repair the road were put on hold when the pandemic took hold in region 
and shut down the entire Oregon state parks system in mid-March. / 
AGRICULTURE: Officials in Washington state have trapped a male Asian giant 
hornet, the first male detected in the United States. The Washington state 
Department of Agriculture said Monday the hornet was found in a trap near the 
town of Custer in northwestern Washington’s Whatcom County. That is the same 
area where a queen Asian giant hornet was found dead earlier this year. The 
agency will set traps in the area to trap a live specimen, tag it and track it back to 
its nest. If found, the agency said it will destroy the nest. / WILDLIFE, 
AGRICULTURE: The state of Washington has killed the last two known wolves in 
the so-called Wedge pack in Stevens County, which had been preying on 
livestock. The Department of Fish and Wildlife said Monday that it killed an adult 
male wolf and adult female wolf last Thursday, two days after authorizing the 
killings of the endangered animals. Investigators for the agency found the pack 
was responsible for 16 livestock depredations since May. Wolves were 
exterminated in Washington by the 1930s but they began returning to the state 
from Idaho and British Columbia early this century. / BUSINESS: A big business 
deal for a Portland-based liquor company. Alcohol giant Diageo announced 
Monday that it has purchased Aviation American Gin, which is co-owned by actor 
Ryan Reynolds, in a deal worth up to $610 million. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report that Diageo, one of the world’s largest producers of spirits and 
beers, will pay $335 million up front and up to $275 million more based on 
Aviation Gin’s performance over the next 10 years to acquire the company. 
Through the deal, Diageo will also acquire Davos Brands, the majority owner of 
Aviation Gin, and the company’s other spirits brands. Reynolds, who frequently 
appears in ads for the premium craft gin, will retain an ownership stake in Aviation 
Gin, according to Diageo. Aviation gin was developed in Portland by House 



Spirits founder Christian Krogstad and bartender Ryan Magarian in 2006. Davos 
Brands purchased the company in 2016 and Reynolds became a co-owner of the 
company in 2018. The gin has continued to be distilled in Portland amid the 
ownership changes. /  
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HEALTH: Lane County Public Health announced nine more cases of COVID-19 
yesterday, bringing the total number of confirmed and presumed cases since mid-
March to 637. Thirty-one patients remain infectious. One person is hospitalized. 
We have had four local deaths connected to COVID-19 during the pandemic, the 
most recent last week. County health officials say many of the new cases 
continue to be diagnosed in young adults. Contact tracers have determined that 
sources of transmission continue to include things such as small gatherings and 
residents traveling to coronavirus hotspots. Officials with the Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday reported 237 new confirmed and presumptive coronavirus 
cases across the state and nine new deaths. That brings the state’s combined 
death toll from COVID-19 to 397. It is expected to climb above 400 in the next day 
or so. / BUSINESS, ECONOMY: Oregon businesses and other employers added 
back more jobs in July, but the hiring rate slowed a bit from June. The latest 
numbers from the state indicate our unemployment rate dropped to 10.4 percent 
in July from 11.6 percent the month before. Oregon’s nonfarm payroll 
employment rose by 20,500 jobs in July, following a gain of 57,000 jobs in June. 
Over the past three months, employers have added back close to two of every 
five jobs that were cut in March and April. These include the return of 7,300 net 
jobs in the hard-hit leisure and hospitality industry; 5,700 government-sector jobs; 
and 3,600 jobs in retail trade. Other industries and sectors adding employment 
include health care and social assistance with a net gain of 3,100 jobs; and 
professional and business services, which saw net gains of 1,900 jobs. But not 
every sector expanded its workforce. There were job losses in construction (-
1,900 jobs); manufacturing (-1,500); and information (-1,200). / CRIME: A 39-
year-old Springfield man was arrested yesterday on ten counts of Encouraging 
Child Sex Abuse. Springfield Police say Benjamin Lundberg’s arrest was the 
result of a continuing child pornography investigation involving their agency, the 
Eugene Police, other jurisdictions within Oregon, and the Internet Crimes Against 
Children task force. It comes after police say they served a search warrant 
Thursday at a residence in West Springfield that resulted in the seizure of 
numerous digital devices possessed by the suspect, Benjamin Lundberg. Police 
say forensic experts examined the devices and found evidence of the alleged 
crimes. Lundberg was lodged at the Lane County Jail without incident. He is the 
adult son of former Springfield mayor Christine Lundberg, who on Saturday 
announced her immediate resignation. In her letter, she said she was leaving 



Springfield government with a heavy heart but needed to take some time for 
herself and her family. ; Sounds like some scary moments late Monday night for 
four teen girls as well as some local drivers. The teens—two of them age 14, two 
age 17—are all right. But a Lane County man now faces numerous traffic 
violations as well as Menacing, Assault of a Public Safety Officer, Eluding, 
Reckless Driving, Reckless Endangering, Criminal Mischief, and Disorderly 
Conduct. 9-1-1 dispatchers received a call from the girls around 11:20 p.m. 
Monday. They were traveling in an SUV when a man driving a pick-up truck 
began to chase them eastbound on Eugene’s East 11th Avenue. About the same 
time, dispatchers began receiving calls about the pickup’s driver traveling 
recklessly through town. The girls said they were concerned the suspect might try 
to ram their vehicle. Dispatchers provided the girls with instructions on where to 
drive and they arrived outside the Springfield Police Department where officers 
assisted them. Eugene Police officers located both vehicles and attempted to stop 
them. But they said the suspect, later identified as 34-year-old Ronald Joseph 
Goertzen of Little Fall Creek, continued driving—sometimes in the opposing lanes 
of travel, including across the Glenwood bridge into Springfield. Police say he 
came to a stop several times on Main Street but fled when officers initiated a stop. 
When police were able to stop Goertzen in the 4300 block of Main Street, they 
say he first rammed a Eugene Police and a Springfield Police patrol vehicle and 
drive through a chain-link fence of a nearby business. Officers say Goertzen did 
not follow their commands and produced several weapons during the incident, 
including a tire iron, small ax, and at one point a crossbow, later identified as a 
NERF device. Officers say they deployed a Taser, which did not seem to affect 
Goertzen, as well as less-than-lethal rounds. Goertzen eventually surrendered 
after successful negotiations by a Springfield Police officer. ; A 29-year-old man 
was arrested in Eugene yesterday in connection with an assault on two police 
officers. It happened shortly after 10 a.m., when the officers were dispatched to 
the Looking Glass Regional Crisis Center on River Road for a report of an 
unknown man trespassing outside one of the buildings. Officers said when they 
tried to contact the suspect, identified as 29-year-old Justin Lee Riddle, he ran 
into traffic and then fought with the officers once they caught up. Both officers 
were injured and were taken to a hospital for treatment of non-life-threatening 
injuries. Riddle was arrested for Second-Degree Assault, Reckless Endangering, 
Resisting Arrest, Interfering with Police Officers, Disorderly Conduct, and Criminal 
Trespass. Eugene Police say if you witnessed any of yesterday’s incident, they 
would like to hear from you. Contact Officer Trevor Hart, THart@eugene-or.gov, 
or 541-654-1242. ; Remember yesterday when we were talking about those 
suspects being sought by the Benton County Sheriff’s Office in connection with a 
pair of July burglaries at a North Albany location? Officials released surveillance 
camera images and four of the suspects have been identified. They hope to know 
the identity of the fifth soon. The original news release contained this memorable 
quote from a Benton County Sheriff’s lieutenant: "If you recognize yourself in 
these photos, this is a great opportunity to turn yourself in. Voluntary compliance, 
on your terms, is better than being arrested at work or possibly with your family at 
home." / SAFETY, RECREATION: Investigators say two adult brothers died 
Sunday on North Tenmile Lake after one of them rolled his kayak and the other 
jumped in to save him. Coos County Sheriff’s investigators say 51-year-old Mark 
Gray got into trouble when he rolled his kayak on the lake and was unable to self-



rescue or get back in the craft. Witnesses said his 67-year-old brother, Phillip 
Gray, heard Mark Gray’s cries for help, ran down a dock and jumped into the lake 
to try to help him. The men were unresponsive when they were pulled from the 
water and attempts by bystanders and first responders to revive them with CPR 
were unsuccessful. Deputies said the younger brother was not wearing a life 
jacket when his kayak overturned. / CRIME, UTILITIES: Sounds like the phone 
scammers are at it again. Officials with the Eugene Water and Electric Board say 
they have been notified about customers receiving fraudulent calls from someone 
claiming to be with the utility. They falsely tell people answering the phone that 
their address is about to be disconnected for non-payment within 30 minutes if 
they do not call a toll-free number and provide payment information—either a 
credit or debit card, checking account details, or something like that. DON’T FALL 
FOR IT! This is a common utility scam, but it is not how EWEB or any other local 
utility operates. Hang up on the criminal, take a deep breath, then look up the real 
number for EWEB or whatever is your local utility to confirm the status of your 
account. You may also call the Federal Trade Commission or go online to 
www.ftc.gov to report the scam. EWEB’s Customer Service number is 541-685-
7000. Learn more at http://www.eweb.org/residential-customers/beware-of-scams 
/ BUSINESS: Always interesting when Oregon gets a featured role in television or 
movies. Actor Jim Belushi is featured in a new series that premieres tonight at 10 
p.m. on Discovery. It's called "Growing Belushi" and it’s about his legal cannabis 
farm in Southern Oregon. Belushi started the operation in 2015 and it now covers 
more than 90 acres. / AGRICULTURE, FAMILY: How long can you save tomato 
seeds? What do I do with all this squash? And how do you build a productive 
compost pile? Save the Date! On Sunday, September 13, starting at 11 a.m., the 
Lane County Master Gardeners are replacing their traditional Fall Festival with a 
virtual event that includes classes and expert panels. Register now. Coordinators 
say they might not be able to replicate their popular in-person tomato tastings, but 
they can provide the science-based garden advice you need to prepare for all 
your future crops. The online workshops address everyday garden topics and the 
interactive format allows you to pose your questions to Master Gardeners and 
OSU Extension Service faculty. It is also a chance to learn more about topics 
ranging from cover crops to the Seed Library being maintained by the Eugene 
Public Library. Learn more and register for this and other Fall Workshops here:  
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/lane/events/fall-festival And while the OSU 
Extension Service’s Lane County office is closed to visitors, the Master 
Gardeners are working remotely to answer your questions. You may call and 
leave a phone or email message at 541-344-0265 or at lanemg@oregonstate.edu 
A Master Gardener will contact you to help resolve your “growing” problems. / 
CRIME, COMMUNITY: A federal judge has upheld a $925 million damages award 
in a class-action case against a Michigan-based marketing company that a jury in 
Portland found had conducted unlawful telemarketing practices. The Oregonian 
and OregonLive report ViSalus Inc. placed nearly 2 million recorded robocalls to 
potential customers across the country offering deals on weight-loss products, 
dietary supplements, and energy drinks. An Oregon woman who had once been a 
promoter for the company brought the suit, arguing the outfit's prerecorded calls 
violated the Telephone Consumer Protection Act. ViSalus did not immediately 
return an email seeking comment. / NATIVE AMERICANS, HEALTH: Oregon 
U.S. Senators Sens. Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley this month announced that the 



Confederated Tribe of Coos, Lower Umpqua, Siuslaw Indians will receive a 
$900,000 federal grant to help ease a housing shortage and reduce the risk of 
transmitting COVID-19. The $900,000 Indian Community Development Block 
Grant will help build a “tiny home” village as part of a federal housing effort to help 
tribes across the U.S. Tribal Council Chair Debbie Bossley says the effort brought 
together housing specialists who identified the need for the community. She says 
the grant reward will assist with building the tiny house village infrastructure and 
beginning work on the first units. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT: Police have 
declared a riot in Portland Tuesday night outside a Multnomah County building 
amid ongoing protests over racial injustice. Portland Police ordered people to 
leave the area after the Multnomah County Sheriff's Office said people were 
smashing windows on the first floor and threw "burning material" inside. Also on 
Tuesday, Portland Police said they have identified a suspect accused of punching 
and kicking a man to the ground after he crashed his pickup truck on a sidewalk 
near ongoing demonstrations. Authorities are trying to track down the suspect, 
25-year-old Marquise Love. Demonstrations that often turn violent have racked 
Oregon's biggest city for more than two months. ; Protesters in Portland broke out 
the windows of a county government building, sprayed lighter fluid inside and set 
a fire in demonstration that ended with clashes with police, officials said. The fire 
at the Multnomah Building damaged the county government’s office of community 
involvement. A county official says that's where Oregon’s first gay marriage took 
place and where protective gear has been distributed to try to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus. Police say two protesters were arrested in the demonstration 
that started late Tuesday night and ended early Wednesday morning. One officer 
was reported to have suffered minor injuries as police broke up the 
demonstration. ; Officials say a Portland independent police oversight body is 
investigating over 40 complaints related to protest policing. The 
Oregonian/OregonLive reports the Independent Police Review’s quarterly report 
offers the first look at the growing number of complaints against Portland police at 
nightly protests since the killing of George Floyd in police custody. The city’s 
complaint process is the public’s tool to hold police accountable for specific 
actions. The report comes at a time when the future of the oversight office is in 
doubt. A proposal for a new oversight system has been referred to the Nov. 3 
ballot by the City Council. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY, EDUCATION: On Monday, 
August 24, the Eugene Public Library restarts some indoor services that have 
been paused during the pandemic. To keep things safe, everyone needs to wear 
a face covering and observe physical distancing. Computers and other surfaces 
will be cleaned between users. Many typical library activities such as browsing 
shelves or sitting to read will not be available. But for the first time since mid-
March, you will be able to enter library buildings to access these high-priority 
services: “Holds” pick up: Curbside pick-up of requested items (“holds”) will 
continue by appointment at the Downtown Library.  At Bethel and Sheldon 
branches, requested items may be picked up by self-service indoors or can be 
transferred to the Downtown Library for curbside pick-up by appointment. 
Technology access: Eugene Public Library locations will offer limited access to 
internet computers, Wi-Fi, and device charging stations. These services will be 
accessible during one-hour appointments you will need to make in person at each 
location or by advance reservation by phone or online. The services are free and 
no library card is required. Printing is free up to 20 pages. The Downtown Library 



will host 20 internet computers, three Adaptive Technology computers, and 10 
Wi-Fi and device charging spots. The Bethel and Sheldon Branches each will 
offer three internet computers and one station for Wi-Fi and device charging. 
Counter service: The Downtown Library will provide in-person counter service for 
same-day borrowing of physical books, DVDs, CDs, video games, and 
magazines. Counter service will allow you to speak with a staff member to 
request particular titles or get recommendations based on your interests or needs. 
Staff will gather the chosen items and deliver them to you at a designated waiting 
area. You then may check out the items at the self-service stations. In-person 
counter service is especially vital if you do not have easy access to placing hold 
requests online or by phone. Hours for indoor services at the Downtown Library 
will be Monday, Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; and 
Wednesday and Thursday, 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The Downtown Library’s 
outside book returns will be open for limited hours: Monday through Saturday, 
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Hours for indoor services at the Bethel and Sheldon 
branches will be Monday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The Bethel 
and Sheldon branch book returns will be open for limited hours: Monday through 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Library staff will be available to assist the public 
by phone and online Monday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., plus until 
8:00 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday.  The library will continue to provide free 
eBooks, audiobooks, streaming movies, online events, and more 
at http://www.eugene-or.gov/library.  Returned items are being quarantined before 
being loaned out again. As the state of Oregon, Lane County, and the City of 
Eugene advance through reopening phases, Eugene Public Library will continue 
to restart services gradually and in new ways, as necessary. For ongoing 
updates, visit the library website, sign up for the newsletter, or follow @euglibrary 
on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. For more information, call Eugene Public 
Library at 541-682-5450, email libraryaskus@ci.eugene.or.us, or visit 
http://www.eugene-or.gov/library / MILITARY: The Oregon Air National Guard 
received news Friday from the Secretary of the Air Force regarding the Air 
Force’s plans to replace the Oregon Air National Guard’s aging F-15C/D Eagles 
at both Oregon wings with the newly updated F-15EX model. Kingsley Field, 
Oregon in Klamath Falls, is scheduled to transition to the Air Force’s first F-15EX 
formal training mission beginning in 2022, and the Portland Air National Guard 
Base is scheduled to become the first operational F-15EX squadron in 2023. The 
F-15C/D legacy platform is more than 40 years old and nearing the end of its 
service life. The F-15EX, with a 20,000-hour airframe life, guarantees the long-
term viability and extension of the mission of the Oregon Air National Guard for 
many years to come. “This announcement gives all of our Airmen who work to fly, 
maintain and support the F-15, a great sense of purpose moving forward,” stated 
Maj. Gen. Mike Stencel, the Adjutant General, Oregon National Guard.  The F-
15EX is a proven homeland defense platform and will complement other 5th 
generation fighters. With this updated platform also comes the capability for rapid 
insertion of new technologies which according to Boeing, is the most significant 
differentiator between the new version and legacy variants. The decision to 
choose Oregon for the F-15EX transition highlights the importance and proven 
record of the Oregon Air National Guard’s F-15 missions. The Oregon Air 
National Guard provides both homeland defense, protecting the skies of the 
Pacific Northwest, and fighter pilot training to all F-15C/D pilots in both the active 



and reserve components of the Air Force. "Now that we know what our future 
platform will be, we are committed to the same level of professionalism and 
dedication that we've demonstrated for decades," said Brig. Gen. Donna 
Prigmore, Commander, Oregon Air National Guard. "This is an exciting time for 
the Oregon Air National Guard and we embrace this new fleet of aircraft with 
absolute enthusiasm." This news also comes as the nation continues to battle the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting financial and employment impacts that 
face the state. The decision to choose Oregon for the F-15EX provides an 
opportunity to further the livelihood of Oregonians as the transition stimulates 
growth in the region.  “This is outstanding news for the 173rd Fighter Wing,” said 
Col. Jeffrey Edwards, 173rd FW commander at Kingsley Field in Klamath Falls, 
Oregon.  “We have an extremely bright future as the F-15EX Formal Training 
Unit.   With over 35 years of experience in training fighter pilots for the Air Force, 
Kingsley Field has proven itself as an outstanding location for fighter training.  For 
over 20 years, we have been training pilots in the F-15 Eagle.  We are excited to 
open up a new chapter of fighter training in the F-15EX.” Edwards added, “Being 
selected as the F-15EX Formal Training Unit is a tremendous honor, and this 
wouldn’t have been possible without the phenomenal support from our community 
and local, state and national leaders.   We are grateful for all they have done over 
the years to support the 173rd Fighter Wing.  Team Kingsley is energized and 
motivated and will continue to strive for excellence in our mission: Train F-15 
Pilots, Support Combat Operations, and Serve Oregon… America’s Air 
Superiority Starts Here!’” “Absolutely I’m excited…it’s kind of hard to hold back,” 
said Colonel David N. Unruh, 142nd Wing commander at the Portland Air 
National Guard Base. “I want folks to be excited, I want them to recognize the 
opportunity we have here in Oregon. The more junior you are or younger you are 
in the organization, the more excited you should be because this is the airplane 
you’re going to serve your whole career with if you’re here at Portland.” /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Oregon Governor Kate Brown has declared a state of 
emergency because of the imminent threat of wildfire across state. Much of 
Oregon now is in extreme fire danger, with “red flag” warnings have been issued 
for hot, dry, windy conditions and dry thunderstorms. The governor’s declaration 
authorizes agencies including the Oregon Department of Forestry, the Office of 
the State Fire Marshal, and the Office of Emergency Management, to draw on 
resources from other state agencies if needed. The governor also will be able to 
deploy the Oregon National Guard to shore up the battle on the fire lines, where 
necessary. Officials with the National Interagency Fire Center said Wednesday 
that 17 large wildfires are currently burning in Oregon and Washington. ; In 
Central Oregon yesterday, residents of the Camp Sherman area northwest of 
Sisters were told to prepare for possible evacuation as the Green Ridge Fire grew 
to more than 1,000 acres. The blaze is burning in a mix of pine trees and 
sagebrush east of the Metolius River drainage. High temperatures and afternoon 
winds had firefighters scrambling yesterday. They worked to keep the blaze from 
moving farther into private timberlands on the east side and to slow its spread as 
it backed into the Metolius drainage on the west. ; Aircraft yesterday continued to 
drop water on the Beachie Creek Fire in the Opal Creek Wilderness in the 
northern part of the Willamette National Forest. It came as firefighters on the 
ground scouted the steep ridges to locate safe access. The fire grew slowly 
during the last 24 hours and is still estimated to be 10 acres with zero percent 
containment. Fire officials say there is no road access so crews must hike several 
miles off-trail and over extremely rough terrain. Their focus is on safety as they 
work to plan their attack. The wildfire has forced the closure of some popular 
recreation spots, including the Opal Creek, Three Pools, Shady Cove and Elk 
Lake campgrounds. Campers were evacuated earlier this week and a major road 
and trail that access the Opal Creek Wilderness closed to all but fire crews. ; The 
Lily Fire is burning on 30 acres northeast of Waldo Lake. The blaze is ten percent 
contained and has forced the closure of a section off the Pacific Crest Trail 
between Charlton lake and Forest Road 4290 and some nearby areas. ; 
Authorities say a new fire that ignited on the eastern end of the Columbia River 
Gorge forced residents in the Rowena area, west of The Dalles, to evacuate. The 
Oregonian and OregonLive reports the Sevenmile Hill Fire had burned at least 25 
acres by Wednesday evening, forcing some evacuations amid gusty winds. Some 
of the crews that had been working on the lines of the nearby Mosier Creek Fire 



were sent to Rowena. The Wasco County Sheriff's Office said crews hoped to get 
a containment line around the fire overnight. ; Oregon’s Office of the State Fire 
Marshal (OSFM) has mobilized three task forces, comprised of 52 members of 
the Oregon fire service, who will arrive at their staging area later tonight in the 
Napa Valley, California, to assist with the LNU Lightning Complex fire, threatening 
structures and property. California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection (Cal 
Fire) officials in the Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit, covering the Napa Valley, are 
managing the fire response. As of this afternoon, Cal Fire reported that the LNU 
Lightning Complex fire has charred more than 124,000 acres and is zero percent 
contained. The OSFM mobilized the task forces following a request through the 
Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) from California. The 
request allows for the OSFM to mobilize resources through the Oregon Fire 
Mutual Aid System (OFMAS). The task forces are comprised of Oregon’s 
structural firefighting agencies, which provide structural firefighting and all-
hazards assistance. The current deployment marks the fourth year in a row that 
the OSFM has mobilized task forces through the OFMAS and deployed them to 
support firefighting efforts in California, following requests made through the 
EMAC. / EMPLOYMENT, ECONOMY, HEALTH, LOW-INCOME: Thousands of 
Oregonians who still are waiting for their unemployment benefits yesterday began 
applying for one-time $500 relief checks. The $35 million program could reach up 
to 70,000 people. It was created by state lawmakers last month to help those who 
have waited weeks and, in some cases, months for jobless payments. The new 
program uses money from the federal CARES Act for a onetime benefit while the 
Oregon Employment Department continues processing claims. The payment will 
not count against those delayed jobless benefits. Eight credit unions and two 
Oregon-based banks are helping to distribute the funds. You do not need to be a 
member of the credit union or bank to apply. The program will continue as long as 
funding is available. To be eligible, you must: Be a current resident of Oregon and 
18 years or older. Be able to prove your identity and that you are an in-state 
resident. Attest that you are experiencing severe financial hardship directly or 
indirectly due to the state’s Stay Home, Save Lives executive orders. Have 
earned $4,000/month or less pre-tax prior to your income loss due to COVID-19. 
Not have received all unemployment payments you are owed. To find a 
participating financial institution with a location near you, visit the website, 
https://emergencychecks.oregon.gov, or dial 2-1-1 — an operator will direct you 
to the nearest location. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health announced four 
more cases of COVID-19 yesterday, bringing the total number of confirmed and 
presumed cases since mid-March to 641. Thirty-five patients remain infectious. 
Two people are hospitalized. We have had four local deaths connected to 
COVID-19 during the pandemic, the most recent last week. A second resident of 
Douglas County has died from the coronavirus. Officials said yesterday the 80-
year-old man was being treated at a Springfield hospital when he succumbed to 
the virus. He tested positive for COVID-19 on Friday and was hospitalized on 
Sunday. The Oregon Health Authority on Wednesday reported 11 new deaths 
related to the coronavirus, pushing the state’s death toll to 408. Statewide, there 
were 203 new confirmed cases. Some good news for Umatilla County, which saw 
a surge in virus cases earlier this summer. After successfully reducing the spread, 
it is moving from a Baseline Status “Stay Home” back to a Phase One reopening 
on Friday. / EDUCATION, HEALTH: Families whose children are enrolled in the 



Eugene School District have a new option for learning this Fall. The district is 
starting the school year with all-online classes. But once in-person instruction is 
possible, parents had a decision to make. They needed to select either a hybrid 
online and in-person learning option or enroll their student in the Eugene Online 
Academy. Now, the Eugene Schools are developing a third option, known as the 
“Same-School Online.” It would provide students the option of remain 100 percent 
online while still staying connected to their current school when schools begin 
their on-site hybrid learning. Eugene School officials say Same-School Online 
might look different from the remote learning offered at the start of Fall term. But it 
would include some “real-time” learning and a continued connection with your 
child’s neighborhood or alternative school. Some online classrooms might eb 
combined and the options will vary by school and grade level. Eugene School 
officials and instructors are working to fine-tune the details. / EDUCATION, 
RELIGION: Bushnell University—the former Northwest Christian University—
welcomes students back to its Eugene campus this week. They are moving into 
university housing and preparing for face-to-face classes with plenty of 
precautions in place. For example, students are allowed no more than two family 
members to help them with move-in. There are new hand sanitizing stations 
throughout the campus and signs reminding everyone to wear face masks or face 
coverings, observe physical distancing, and stay home or in their residence hall 
room if they are not feeling well. Classrooms will be cleaned and wiped down 
after every session. Some students are studying online. Bushnell University 
changed its name on July 1 to reflect an expanded mission as it celebrates its 
125th anniversary. The new name honors James Bushnell, the university’s first 
president when it was founded in 1895. Officials say he was man of unwavering 
faith and tremendous grit and resilience. / MILITARY: Oregon National Guard 
citizen-soldiers continue to return home from overseas mobilizations across the 
state. The first group arrived last week and continues this week, with a team of 
approximately 100 Oregonians arriving in Medford yesterday who had deployed 
to Djibouti, Africa for nine months. The units deployed to Jordan, Qatar, United 
Arab Emirates, Djibouti, and Kosovo. These mobilizations of the 41st Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team are part of the second largest mobilization of Oregon 
troops since World War II. The last mobilization of Oregonians this size was in 
2009 through 2010. Oregon National Guard Citizen-Soldiers are scheduled to 
arrive home throughout the month of August with staggered arrivals scheduled 
next week in Portland as well as to Medford on August 26 and 27. The final group 
of Soldiers from the 41st, who are in Kosovo are scheduled to arrive home in 
Oregon before Christmas. Each of the groups has and is scheduled for a two-
week quarantine at their demobilization site in Ft. Bliss, Texas prior to their return 
home to Oregon. / CRIME, RECREATION: Thieves love the outdoors as much as 
the rest of us—especially when people leave valuable items in plain sight in their 
vehicles. Eugene Police say during the past few weeks they have received 
reports of several vehicle break-ins at parking areas for the Ridgeline Trail in the 
Fox Hollow and 52nd-and-Willamette Street areas. Thieves broke windows to 
grab items left out in the open. What is the message? Think about crime 
prevention while you are planning your outings. If you want to keep someone from 
breaking into your vehicle, do not leave anything visible inside it. Police say if you 
follow this one simple rule, you likely will not become a victim of a smash-and-
grab this crime. Also, do not park and place something in your vehicle’s trunk or 



covered storage area, then walk away from the vehicle. Thieves keep an eye on 
parking areas. If they see you do this, they will force their way into your trunk or 
through your pickup bed cover. Or they will smash a window of your vehicle to 
access the trunk release. Instead, place items in your vehicle’s trunk before 
arriving at your location. This applies not only to recreation spots but to 
entertainment and sporting events and retail areas. Secure your vehicle by rolling 
up your windows and locking the doors. Even on a hot day – it is better to take a 
few minutes to air out a hot car than to return and discover a theft. If you observe 
suspicious activity or any other criminal behavior, contact the police.  / CRIME, 
LAW ENFORCEMENT: Federal prosecutors say a Portland man has been 
charged with assaulting a U.S. Marshals Service deputy with a baseball bat 
during a riot outside Portland’s federal courthouse on July 27. 24-year-old 
Dakotah Ray Horton was arrested after investigators worked to identify him after 
interviewing witnesses and reviewing multiple video and social media feeds. 
According to court documents, in the early morning hours of July 27, rioters 
attempted to destroy a security fence in front of the courthouse with power tools. 
Rioters then proceeded to attack law enforcement officers by throwing hard 
objects, glass bottles, and explosive devices at them. Prosecutors say the U.S. 
Marshals Service formed a line and began to move forward to disperse the crowd. 
As deputies approached, they attempted to arrest an individual for assaulting an 
officer. As one of the deputies knelt on the ground to assist with the arrest, 
investigators say Horton approached from behind and struck the deputy in the 
upper back, neck, and shoulder with a wooden baseball bat causing non-life-
threatening injuries. ; The Oregonian and OregonLive report Portland police 
arrested a 27-year-old Clackamas County man on Wednesday in connection with 
a shooting after pro-police protesters squared off with counter-protesters in 
downtown Portland on Saturday. Skylor Jernigan was one of the pro-police 
protesters. At least one video from the scene showed a man, who appeared to be 
Jernigan, fire two rounds from the driver’s side window of a blue sedan. Additional 
videos captured the sound of the rounds as they rang out. No one was injured in 
the incident. ; Authorities declared a riot at a Portland protest outside an 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement building overnight after Portland Police 
said the crowd was ordered to disperse. The Oregonian/OregonLive reported 
people spray painted windows on the building, used traffic cones to block security 
cameras and tried to break windows. Tuesday night and early Wednesday, 
protesters broke out the windows of a county government building, sprayed lighter 
fluid inside and set a fire. Portland officers late Tuesday declared a riot. Violent 
demonstrations have gripped Oregon’s biggest city for more than two months. / 
SAFETY, BUSINESS: Employers and workers who engage in construction 
activities in Oregon now have a free and flexible way to improve their 
understanding of fall protection, thanks to an online video training course 
produced by Oregon OSHA. The course, “Fall Protection for Construction” is 
designed to help employers and workers meet the requirements of Oregon 
OSHA’s fall protection standards. It is the fourth course in the division’s “Fall 
Protection Suite,” which tackles fall hazards across specific industries and 
different on-the-job situations. The educational offerings are designed to 
accommodate the busy schedules of employers and workers while helping them 
maintain safe workplaces. Falls are the leading cause of injury and death in 
construction work. In Oregon, from 2014 to 2018, there were 6,187 accepted 



disabling claims in construction because of falls to a lower level. The death and 
broken lives are avoidable. The multimedia “Fall Protection for Construction” 
course features insights from industry leaders and practical demonstrations. It 
highlights relevant requirements and explains terms and processes. It covers 
topics ranging from the purposes of fall arrest and fall restraint systems to fall 
clearance calculations, as well as scaffolding, guardrails, leading edge work, and 
holes and openings. The “Fall Protection for Construction” course includes the 
opportunity to receive a certificate of completion. Oregon OSHA encourages the 
use of online training. Learn more at 
https://osha.oregon.gov/edu/courses/Pages/fall-protection-construction.aspx / 
HEALTH, TRANSPORTATION: The Cottage Grove DMV Office is once again 
accepting appointments. You may schedule an appointment online now at 
www.oregondmv.com/dmv2u To keep customers safe, DMV offices are open only 
for services that require in-person visits. This limits the number of people inside 
an office to help maintain safe physical distancing. Most that require in-person 
visits are for the issuance of driving privileges or identification cards, including the 
Real ID option. The DMV has not resumed behind-the-wheel testing, so if you 
need a drive test you cannot get a license by setting an appointment now. If you 
need to replace a lost, stolen, or damaged driver license or ID card, you can order 
one at DMV2U.Oregon.gov and the DMV will mail you a new card identical to 
your current card. You cannot use DMV’s online card replacement option online 
to change to a Real ID card or to make any other change to your driving privileges 
or type of card. Due to COVID-19, all other DMV business needs to be done by 
mail or online. Visit DMV2U.Oregon.gov to see if you can get your service online. 
Or visit OregonDMV.com to download forms to print and mail to DMV. If you need 
a VIN inspection, you do not need an appointment at several DMV offices. Find 
out if a nearby office offers drive-up VIN inspections at OregonDMV.com The 
grace period runs through Dec. 31. It may take several months to catch up with 
the COVID-19 backlog of customers. State lawmakers have given Oregon 
residents a grace period through the end of the year to help customers while DMV 
catches up. Senate Bill 1601 passed in this summer extended the grace period 
for expired driver licenses, ID cards, vehicle registration, trip permits and more to 
Dec. 31, 2020. / BUSINESS: The cast for Netflix's new "Pinocchio" film has been 
selected. The stop-motion, animated production is filming in Portland. The 
streaming service announced Wednesday that newcomer Gregory Mann will 
assume the title role along with Ewan McGregor as Cricket and David Bradley as 
Geppetto. Oscar winner Guillermo del Toro is directing the stop-motion animated 
musical. Other cast members include Oscar winners Christoph Waltz, Tilda 
Swinton and Cate Blanchett. "Pinocchio" will be based on Carlo Collodi's tale. The 
musical will follow the journey of a wooden boy who is magically brought life by a 
puppet-maker's wish. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, DISASTERS, SAFETY, HOUSING: Lane County firefighters are 
joining the battle against some deadly wildfires in Northern California. A task force 
made up of personnel and equipment from close to half-a-dozen local fire 
agencies left yesterday morning to help protect homes and other structures. They 
reported to the Napa County Fairgrounds for deployment. Task forces from Linn, 
Marion, and Clatsop Counties headed south on Wednesday. There are now 52 
Oregon fire specialists taking part in the California wildfire effort, including the 20 
from Lane County. Lane County agencies have mustered task forces each of the 
past three years to Northern California. The idea is to have the Oregon crews, 
who specialize in protecting homes and other structures, supplement that portion 
of the fight so wildland crews may focus on battling the blazes, themselves. Lane 
County’s Task Force includes personnel from Eugene-Springfield Fire, Lane Fire 
Authority, Junction City Fire, Pleasant Hill-Goshen, Mohawk Valley, and 
McKenzie Fire. Task force members anticipate spending at least two weeks on 
assignment. ; The wildfires that have claimed at least five lives and forced tens of 
thousands of people from their homes continue to blaze around California. Three 
major collections of fires are threatening tens of thousands of homes in Northern 
and Central California. More evacuations are expected as hot and gusty weather 
continues into today. The more than two dozen major fires are largely the result of 
an unprecedented lightning siege that dropped nearly 11,000 strikes over several 
days and sparked close to 300 large and small blazes. Fire officials say hundreds 
of thousands of acres and more than 175 homes and other buildings have 
burned. Another 50,000 structures are threatened. Most of the activity is in 
Northern California, including Napa, Sonoma, and other adjacent counties. State 
fire officials say at least four civilians have died in the fire areas, including a 
Pacific Gas & Electric worker. A helicopter pilot on a water-dropping mission died 
in a crash Wednesday. ; In Central Oregon yesterday, residents of the Camp 
Sherman area northwest of Sisters remain on alert for possible evacuation as the 
Green Ridge Fire grew to more than 1,900 acres. The blaze is burning in a mix of 
pine trees and sagebrush east of the Metolius River drainage. ; Authorities say a 
fire that ignited Wednesday night in the Columbia River Gorge was 50 percent 
contained Thursday after burning about 100 acres of grass, scrub oak and brush. 
Oregon Department of Forestry officials say crews from the nearby Mosier Creek 
fire are staffing both fires with the goal of having the new one mostly contained by 
the end of the day. Evacuation orders for that fire were loosened Thursday. The 



Oregonian/OregonLive reports Oregon’s largest blaze is in Eastern Washington. 
Dubbed the Indian Creek fire, it has scorched an estimated 20,300 acres along 
U.S. 20 at Jonesboro since Sunday. It is burning important habitat for the sage 
grouse, whose numbers recently have declined. ; Large wildland fires are a part 
of living in the Pacific Northwest during the summer months. But far too many are 
human caused. Discarded cigarettes are a frequent cause of fires along 
roadways. Discarded cigarette butts detract from Oregon’s natural beauty. 
Discarded cigarettes can contain chemicals and carcinogens that are harmful if 
consumed by animals and add litter to the environment. Please, properly 
extinguish and dispose of your cigarette butts. You are doing yourself, the 
community, and the environment a favor! Even if the discarded cigarette does not 
start a fire, throwing them out of the car is still a crime under the Oregon Revised 
Statutes. / EDUCATION, HEALTH, SAFETY: A nice donation yesterday to the 
Springfield Public Schools. Denise Calloway, a retired educator, made and 
donated 800 facemasks yesterday at Riverbend Elementary. It was a project that 
started a few months ago when she sat down at her two sewing machines and 
made protective masks for friends and family. One of her daughters works at a 
grocery story. But then she started thinking bigger and has donated more than a 
thousand masks to schools, a hospital and service organizations in Lane County. 
The Springfield Schools are the most recent recipient. / HEALTH, ELDERS, 
TRANSPORTATION, RECREATION, EDUCATION, MENTAL HEALTH: A fifth 
Lane County resident has died from complications of COVID-19. Officials with 
Lane County Public Health say they were notified on Thursday of the death of the 
79-year-old man, who lived outside the Eugene-Springfield area. He died 
Wednesday evening after being hospitalized prior to his death. No additional 
information was released. Lane County Public Health announced two more cases 
of coronavirus infection -19 yesterday, bringing the total number of confirmed and 
presumed cases since mid-March to 643. Twenty-two patients remain infectious, 
a drop from mid-week. One person remains hospitalized. The Oregon Health 
Authority on Thursday reported 301 new COVID-19 cases and four new deaths. 
That pushes the state’s pandemic death toll to 412. ; Lane County Public Health 
officials say they continue to see COVID-19 cases related to travel outside our 
area. As we head into another summer weekend, they remind you of the 
importance to use caution if you must travel: Wear a face mask or face covering; 
Stay at least six feet from others not in your travel party; Use extra caution when 
you are heading into gas stations, stores, and restaurants—basically anyplace 
people gather, share the air, and encounter frequently touched surfaces. Health 
experts also suggest you think about whether your travel is necessary during the 
pandemic. Lane County continues to have lower infection rates than much of the 
rest of the state and the nation. That can lull us into a false sense of security. ; 
Lane County Public Health officials say there were 34 new COVID-19 cases 
reported last week and they continue to see some trends: In two of every five 
recent cases, contact tracers could not determine the source of infection. When 
officials cannot determine how the coronavirus is transmitted, they cannot test 
and isolate potentially infectious people. That increases the risk that potentially 
asymptomatic people might spread the disease to those who are more 
vulnerable. Since the pandemic began, 44 percent of our local cases involved 
patients under the age of 30. But county officials say they are starting to see a 
few additional cases involving older patients. Seventeen percent of those with 



diagnosed cases are age 60 and older. The Latinx community, which represents 
only about ten percent of Lane County’s population, continues to see experience 
to one in four local cases. Many Latinx residents work in jobs where they deal 
regularly with the public or physical distancing is difficult. Health officials say the 
typical COVID-19 illness has a duration of 14-21 days. Those who experience 
symptoms say it is an unpleasant experience and takes time to recover their 
energy. But very few local patients have needed hospitalization. Fewer than one 
percent of all Lane County emergency department visits are COVID-19 related. 
Lane County’s positive test rate remains low—at 1.1 percent—and our 
coronavirus case rate has fallen to ten out of every 100,000 residents. ; As 
schools prepare to reopen for the Fall, they are creating blueprints for everything 
from all-online to in-person learning as well as hybrid educational plans. Lane 
County Public Health has received 93 of those plans already and officials are 
assisting those districts by reviewing the blueprints to ensure they meet local and 
state health criteria and assist them with a safe reopening. Some of the back-to-
school blueprints call for earlier and later class times, staggered schedules, 
smaller class sizes, added physical distancing, and ensuring there is enough 
personal protective equipment on hand for teachers, staff, and students. The 
plans being submitted to Lane County Public Health include those from colleges 
and universities, including the University of Oregon. Their student population 
poses its own health challenges, since they include an older, more mobile, and 
larger student body. ; On Sunday’s Community Forum, we chat with Roger 
Brubaker, Lane County Public Health’s Suicide Prevention and Mental Health 
Promotion Coordinator. He says if you are feeling stressed during the pandemic 
you should know such feelings are normal and you are not alone. Trauma and 
distress are public health issues and Brubaker says deeply disturbing events 
overwhelm our ability to cope and can cause feelings of helplessness and 
diminish our sense of self. Some say it all feels like “too much, too fast.” You 
might feel sadness, anger, denial, numbness, panic, hopelessness or even a loss 
of control. Perhaps you have had nightmares, insomnia, and difficulty in your 
relationships. Trauma also causes physical symptoms such as nausea, a feeling 
of “brain fog,” headaches or stomach complaints. Brubaker’s message: “I really 
just want to tell everybody that it's okay if you have this. Many of us have never 
encountered anything this difficult in our lives. We are experiencing new feelings 
or an emotional intensity that we never felt before. This is not a sign of weakness. 
These are simply signs of being human and that we are living in extraordinary 
times. We are grieving for what has been lost and anxious about the future.” 
Brubaker says the lack of certainty can feel absolutely maddening and 
overwhelming because we lack control over so much right now. He says when we 
feel helpless, it is normal to find try to find ways to re-establish a sense of control. 
If you have a project or an activity that makes you feel better, that's great. Keep it 
up. But do not place another burden on yourself to accomplish something you do 
not actually have to accomplish right now. You do not have to do all the things 
you said you would before the pandemic. You do not have to find meaning in this 
experience right now. All you need to do is keep yourself and your loved ones and 
the community safe. That IS within the scope of your control and it makes a 
difference. Brubaker adds it is important to socially connect despite our physical 
isolation. We are social animals. Human-to-human connection is critical to our 
health. Lane County Mental Health experts encourage you to connect with the 



people you care about through a phone call, video chat, email, text, even an old-
fashioned card or letter. It can be as simple as saying to someone, “I need 
someone to talk to. Can you help me?” Even more importantly, reach out to those 
you might be concerned about who are not reaching out themselves. It can be as 
simple as asking someone, “How are you holding up? What can I do to support 
you today?” Roger Brubaker says people with an existing mental health or 
addiction problem might be particularly impacted and we need to be sensitive to 
their needs. If you or someone you are concerned about needs clinical behavioral 
health care services, make sure they know that tele-mental health services are 
effective and available through variety of Behavioral Healthcare Providers. Most 
providers are accepting patients and offer remote services, meaning that you can 
participate in mental health counseling from home using your computer or phone. 
Brubaker says he is doing that himself, adding that the transition to video 
consultations took some getting used to but he is more comfortable with it now 
and it is really helping him get through the week. He also suggests: Maintaining a 
schedule. Routines provide a basic level of certainty in uncertain times and can 
help keep is calm and regulated. Make sure you are getting your normal hours of 
sleep if not more sleep in your schedule, to allow yourself time to recuperate. 
Express your feelings by exercising and moving your body if you are able. The 
mind and the body are linked. A healthy mind supports a healthy body and vice 
versa. Practice “intentional breathing.” Just concentrate on your breath and how it 
feels to breathe. No need for anything more radical than that. Try to limit your 
screen time. Sure, checking with the news a couple times a day if you feel the 
need. But try not to keep it on all the time. Many people may increase their drug 
or alcohol use during this time. Try to limit this increase. If you feel like it is getting 
out of hand, connect with an addictions treatment provider who can provide tele-
mental health services. Or join a virtual support group. Brubaker says Lane 
County has an incredible tradition of addiction support groups and many have of 
them have already transitioned online. He says many people find it helpful to 
express gratitude for the things they have in their lives. Thank healthcare, 
grocery, and other essential workers. Focus on the good in the world, from people 
donating to local organizations to adults and kids leaving inspiration chalk 
messages on driveways and sidewalks. Brubaker says he’ll share more tips on 
social media in the weeks to come and is encourage everyone in Lane County to 
dedicate some time this week to consider how this trauma has impacted them 
and how they can care for their mental and emotional health. / CRIME, 
TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Another vehicle was struck by a bullet this week 
on Interstate Five in Southern Oregon and this time the driver was wounded. On 
Wednesday night around 9:45 p.m., Oregon State Police Troopers and 
emergency personnel responded to a report that a motorist had been shot near 
Milepost 37—just a couple of miles north of Central Point in Jackson County. 
Investigators say the woman was driving northbound when she was struck by a 
bullet.  She was taken to the hospital, treated, then released. State Police believe 
the shooting is linked to the previous incidents reported along Interstate 5 
beginning in late May and are working with the District Attorney’s Offices in 
Jackson, Josephine, and Douglas counties. The incidents all occurred south of 
Milepost 100 on a section of I-5 that stretches from a couple of miles north of 
Canyonville to this most recent case just north of Central Point. Investigators say 
that over several weeks in late June and early July, they took five reports of 



vehicles being struck by bullets on Interstate 5 in Southern Douglas and Northern 
Josephine Counties. Over the next few weeks, drivers of several other vehicles 
have made similar reports, including a bullet strike in Jackson County. If you are 
traveling in the area and believe your vehicle has just been struck by a bullet, 
Oregon State Police ask that you continue out of the area to a safe spot, then call 
911. Note the time and location of the incident. Investigators also are renewing 
their call for any tips in the cases. Contact the Oregon State Police Southern 
Command Center at 1-800-442-2068 or by dialing *OSP and refer to case #SP20-
235168 ; The Junction City Police Department is asking for your help in locating a 
robbery suspect who stole two DeWalt cordless drills from the Junction City 
Tractor Supply Company, then attempted to run over two store clerks with his 
vehicle while he was escaping. The suspect is described as a white male, 
approximately in his mid-30s, five-foot six-inches tall, with a stocky build - possibly 
180-200 pounds, and short brownish-colored hair. Investigators say the suspect 
was wearing a light grey-colored T-shirt with an eagle logo and the words “state” 
below it, a dark green University of Oregon ball cap with the Duck logo on the 
front, khaki-colored pants, and tennis shoes with dark-colored uppers and white-
colored soles visible on the side. The suspect vehicle is described as a silver 
newer model Jeep Renegade SUV with black rims and with no license plates nor 
any distinguishing marks. Anyone with information on the identity and / or 
whereabouts of the suspect are asked to contact the Junction City Police 
Department at 541-998-1245. ; The man arrested earlier this week in connection 
with a case of vehicular stalking involving a car carrying four teenaged girls now 
faces additional charges. 34-year-old Ronald Joseph Goertzen of Little Fall Creek 
was taken into custody Monday night in Springfield after a confrontation with 
officers during which they say he first rammed Eugene and Springfield Police 
cruisers and produced weapons while resisting arrest. Now, he faces two 
additional counts of Stalking in the First Degree for incidents earlier in the evening 
where police say he menaced two other motorists. Around 6 p.m. Monday, a 
woman in her early 30s said she was driving on Centennial Loop when Goertzen 
reportedly stopped beside her vehicle and stared at her. She reported he moved 
his truck in a position where she feared he would be able to back into her. She 
put her vehicle in reverse, did a U-turn and left, with Goertzen following. She was 
starting to call 911 when she happened upon a Eugene Police patrol vehicle at 
East 6th and Pearl Streets and Goertzen left the area. About 90 minutes later, a 
man in his early 20s left a restaurant at Oakway Center and reported being 
followed by Goertzen. The victim pulled into a driveway and said Goertzen 
backed into the same drive and would not respond when the victim confronted 
him. The victim had gotten out of his vehicle but told police he backed away when 
he observed Goertzen reaching around inside the truck. Goertzen drove off. The 
teen girls, who were traveling in an SUV, called police around 11:20 p.m. Monday 
concerned about a man in a pickup who began chasing them on Eugene’s East 
11th Avenue—about the same time dispatchers began receiving calls about the 
pickup’s driver traveling recklessly through town. The girls said they also were 
concerned the suspect might try to ram their vehicle. Police said during their 
pursuit, Goertzen sometimes drove in the opposing lanes of travel, including 
across the Glenwood bridge into Springfield. ; A Springfield man is under arrest 
and facing charges in connection with a robbery and kidnapping case from earlier 
of this year. Eugene Police investigators say they took 30-year-old Gerald 



Matthew Williams into custody last week during a traffic stop at River Road and 
Hunsaker Lane. Investigators say Williams was a passenger in the vehicle. 
Williams faces charges in connection with the incident from May of this year, 
which was initially unreported. The male victim eventually told police he had been 
confronted about having another person’s money, then threatened with a gun 
while his possessions were searched. In addition to the Robbery and Kidnapping 
charges, Williams was wanted on two warrants. The driver, 26-year-old James 
Bruce Merchant of Coos Bay, was arrested for possession of methamphetamine 
and Driving while Suspended. And a second passenger, 34-year-old Desiree 
Nicole Jones of Junction City, also was charged with Possession of a Controlled 
Substance and two warrants. Those charges came after a Eugene Police K-9 
detected drugs in the vehicle and a search led to the seizure of one pound of 
meth. The K-9, named Jack, is a drug-detection dog who recently completed a 
round of specialized training with his handler, Officer Joe Kidd. Police say Jack 
has been on the job only a few weeks but already has made several seizures. 
Officials say Jack has a friendly disposition, is great with people and other dogs, 
and enjoys spending time with his toy, which is his reward for detecting narcotics. 
/ LOW-INCOME, HOUSING, HEALTH, UTILITIES: Lane County has received 
additional LIHEAP-20 (say: LEYE’-heep) funding. This funding is part of the 
regular Low-Income Energy Assistance Program offered each year through Lane 
County Human Services. It is separate from COVID-19 relief programs. The 
LIHEAP-20 program helps income-qualified households with their home energy 
expenses. This is the same program that opened October first of this past year. 
Households that have already received a LIHEAP-20 payment will not qualify for 
a second LIHEAP payment in the current program year. LIHEAP-20 provides 
qualifying households with a one-time payment toward their energy bill. It may be 
applied to electricity, natural gas, home heating oil, propane, wood pellets and 
wood. To qualify for LIHEAP-20, a household’s current gross monthly income 
must be at or below 60 percent of Oregon’s median income. A household of one 
person can have a gross monthly income as high as $2,165. A household of four 
can have a gross monthly income of up to $4,163. Households do not need to 
demonstrate being affected by COVID-19 to quality. The amount of assistance 
depends on several factors. The assistance is paid directly into a household’s 
utility account as a one-time payment ranging from $250 to $550. Interested 
households may call one of the agencies listed below to be placed on a LIHEAP-
20 waiting list starting on Monday, August 24, at 9:00 a.m. Households may also 
place themselves on a LIHEAP-20 agency’s waiting list by visiting 
www.lanecounty.org/energyassistance / Households that have already received a 
regular LIHEAP-20 payment can instead apply for an EASCR-20 payment and/ or 
a CARES payment if the household has been affected by COVID-19 financially or 
due to health. More information about those programs is available at 
www.lanecounty.org/energyassistance There are additional Energy Assistance 
programs available in Lane County that are specific to utility companies. 
Customers can call their utility company for information on these programs. / 
RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME: Demonstrators returned to a 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement building in Portland late Thursday for 
a second consecutive night and faced off with law enforcement. News outlets 
report police declared an unlawful assembly and worked with federal agents to 
clear about 100 protesters. Wednesday night and early Thursday morning 



protesters clashed with federal agents for the first time since July in a 
demonstration targeting the ICE building. Police arrested two people and several 
officers suffered minor injuries. Violent demonstrations have happened in 
Oregon’s largest city for more than two months following the police killing of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis. ; Police in Portland said they have declared a riot 
17 times and arrested a total of more than 500 people during nightly 
demonstrations throughout the city that began in late May following the police 
killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. Data released Thursday by the Portland 
Police Bureau showed fires were set by protesters on 41 of the 83 nights of 
protest, acts of vandalism were committed on 49 nights, and projectiles were 
thrown during at least 58 nights. Since the protests began on May 29, police have 
only recorded seven nights that were free of vandalism, fireworks or intentionally 
set fires. /  
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HEALTH, LOW-INCOME, ECONOMY, EMPLOYMENT, COMMUNITY, 
UTILITIES, BUSINESS, EDUCATION, LEGAL, RELIGION, RECREATION, 
SAFETY: Lane County Public Health over the weekend announced eight more 
cases of COVID-19, bringing the total number of confirmed and presumed cases 
since mid-March to 656. Seventeen patients remain infectious. One person is 
hospitalized. Five people have died since mid-March, the most recent last week. 
The Oregon Health Authority on Saturday and Sunday reported a combined 533 
new COVID-19 cases and three new deaths. That pushes the state’s pandemic 
death toll to 414. ; Thousands of Oregonians last week applied for one-time $500 
relief checks. Within three days, the $35 million fund was spoken for. The 
program was created by state lawmakers last month to assist up to 70,000 people 
who have waited weeks and, in some cases, months for jobless payments. When 
the Emergency Check Relief Program kicked off on Wednesday, thousands lined 
up over the next couple of days outside branches of the eight credit unions and 
two Oregon-based banks that were handling appointments to help distribute the 
funds. By Friday, the money was allocated. Some people did make it into the 
program before the funding was committed but are still awaiting an appointment 
and managers of the fund say you should not cancel those appointments. If you 
need rent assistance, mortgage assistance, food, or utility help, dial 2-1-1 which 
acts as a clearinghouse for the state’s government and social service efforts. ; 
Lane County has received additional LIHEAP-20 (say: LEYE’-heep) funding. This 
funding is part of the regular Low-Income Energy Assistance Program offered 
each year through Lane County Human Services. And the application window 
opens this morning at 9 a.m. The LIHEAP-20 program helps income-qualified 
households with their home energy expenses. This is the same program that 
opened October first of this past year. Households that have already received a 
LIHEAP-20 payment will not qualify for a second LIHEAP payment in the current 
program year. LIHEAP-20 provides qualifying households with a one-time 
payment toward their energy bill. It may be applied to electricity, natural gas, 
home heating oil, propane, wood pellets and wood.  To qualify for LIHEAP-20, a 
household’s current gross monthly income must be at or below 60 percent of 
Oregon’s median income. A household of one person can have a gross monthly 
income as high as $2,165. A household of four can have a gross monthly income 
of up to $4,163. Households do not need to demonstrate being affected by 
COVID-19 to quality. The amount of assistance depends on several factors. The 



assistance is paid directly into a household’s utility account as a one-time 
payment ranging from $250 to $550. Interested households may call one of the 
agencies listed below to be placed on a LIHEAP-20 waiting list starting this 
morning. Households may also place themselves on a LIHEAP-20 agency’s 
waiting list by visiting www.lanecounty.org/energyassistance Households that 
have already received a regular LIHEAP-20 payment can instead apply for an 
EASCR-20 payment and/ or a CARES payment if the household has been 
affected by COVID-19 financially or due to health. More information about those 
programs is available at www.lanecounty.org/energyassistance There are 
additional Energy Assistance programs available in Lane County that are specific 
to utility companies. Customers can call their utility company for information on 
these programs. ; Saying the crowd was well over state limits and attendees 
violated physical distancing and face-covering guidelines, the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission late last week suspended the liquor license held by 
operators of the Coos Bay Speedway. It came after the speedway hosted an 
event on August 14 with a crowd estimated at more than 1,000 people. The state 
limit for Phase Two counties including Coos County is 250. OLCC inspectors said 
many spectators were not social-distancing and that very few of the racetrack 
staff and patrons were wearing face coverings, including people serving alcohol. ; 
Oregon public health experts said Friday the number of new coronavirus cases in 
the state has dropped over the past month, but the decline has not been enough 
for schools to safely open. The state is averaging about 250 new cases a day. 
Health officials say that average needs to drop to about 60 for schools to reopen. 
Gov. Kate Brown said Friday residents will have to continue to follow and enforce 
current statewide COVID-19 safety mandates or else bars and restaurants may 
have to close and travel restrictions will be implemented. Brown says at the 
current rate, schools would not be able to reopen until April. A judge on Friday 
denied a proposal by three Christian schools in Oregon that wanted to reopen for 
in-person learning this fall, finding Gov. Kate Brown’s regulations on schools 
during the coronavirus constitutional. The attorney for the three schools urged 
U.S. District Judge Michael Mosman to grant a temporary restraining order that 
would have halted the governor’s order and allowed the three schools to reopen 
with in-person classes this fall. The Oregonian reports the state argued that 
health concerns take precedent and that the temporary limitations on in-person 
instruction is necessary because of the risk to public health. ; Officials said Friday 
that north Oregon coast crowds have been overwhelming the state park sites this 
summer with highway traffic jams, illegal parking, and overflowing trash bins amid 
the coronavirus pandemic. To tackle the problems, state and local agencies are 
increasing enforcement of illegal parking, including ticketing “unsafely parked 
cars” and towing vehicles when needed. Drivers may receive tickets of $115 to 
$250 for illegal parking, the parks department said, and would need to pay for the 
cost of towing. / CRIME: Junction City Police thank everyone for the tips. On 
Friday, investigators charged 36-year-old Carlos David Argueta in connection with 
last week’s robbery at The Tractor Store in Junction City. It came after someone 
in Eugene spotted what appeared to be the vehicle used in the crime. 
Investigators say Argueta was wearing the exact same shirt and cap as he was 
when he committed the robbery.  One of two stolen DeWalt cordless power tools 
was recovered, along with several other stolen items from other retail outlets. ; A 
49-year-old Roseburg man was arrested on Friday in connection with a series of 



at least seven highway shootings in southern Oregon. But State Police suspect 
there might be more vehicles that were struck since mid-May. They are asking to 
hear from drivers who think their vehicles were targeted. Police say Kenneth 
Ayers was arrested on suspicion of attempted murder, recklessly endangering 
another person and other charges. Investigators said he allegedly shot at cars 
along Interstate 5 from his UPS tractor-trailer rig and hit at least seven of them, 
wounding one person, over the last three months. State Police say the shootings 
took pace in Jackson, Josephine, and Douglas counties. The incidents all 
occurred south of Milepost 100 on a section of I-5 that stretches from a couple of 
miles north of Canyonville to this most recent case just north of Central Point. 
Investigators located Ayers semi-truck and trailer about an hour north of the site 
of Wednesday’s shooting. State Police said a firearm that was consistent with the 
one used the shootings was found during a search of the truck but did not release 
further details. A UPS spokesperson told The Oregonian and OregonLive that the 
company was are appalled to hear about the allegations and are fully cooperating 
with the responding authorities. Police have not discussed a possible motive. 
They are working to determine whether he is connected to any other possible 
incidents in southern Oregon. Investigators say Ayers began driving the route 
south of Roseburg in May and that the first shooting was reported on May 12. The 
new route also had him driving on Oregon 140 and Oregon 62. Prior to that, he 
drove the truck on a route between Roseburg and up the Willamette Valley. / 
ENVIRONMENT: In Central Oregon, the Green Ridge Fire has scorched more 
than 4,100 acres east of Camp Sherman and is one percent contained. The 
lightning-sparked blaze is being attacked on the ground and by air. More than 300 
personnel are battling the blaze. Residents of the Camp Sherman area northwest 
of Sisters remain on alert for possible evacuation. The blaze is burning in a mix of 
pine trees and sagebrush east of the Metolius River drainage. ; Firefighters from 
five Oregon task forces—including crews from Lane County—continue to assist in 
the battle against one of the largest fires in California history. The LNU Lightning 
Complex fire has destroyed close to 900 homes and other buildings and is being 
blamed for several deaths. A task forces made up of personnel and equipment 
from dozens of fire agencies in Oregon left last week to help protect homes and 
other structures. There are now 52 Oregon fire specialists taking part in the 
California wildfire effort, including the 20 from Lane County. Other counties 
contributing resources are from Linn, Marion, Clatsop, and Klamath Counties. The 
assignment is expected to last at least two weeks. Lane County agencies have 
mustered task forces each of the past three years to Northern California. Oregon 
crews, who specialize in protecting homes and other structures, work near homes 
and other buildings so wildland crews may focus on battling the blazes, 
themselves. Lane County’s Task Force includes personnel from Eugene-
Springfield Fire, Lane Fire Authority, Junction City Fire, Pleasant Hill-Goshen, 
Mohawk Valley, and McKenzie Fire. / ECONOMY, TRANSPORTATION: The 
average U.S. price of regular-grade gasoline held steady over the past two weeks 
at $2.25 per gallon. That is 41 cents below the average pump price from a year 
ago. Industry analyst Trilby Lundberg of the Lundberg Survey says prices are 
stable because crude oil prices barely changed. The U.S. has a glut of gasoline, 
yet weak demand during the coronavirus pandemic. Here in Oregon, this 
morning’s average price for a gallon of regular is $2.66. It is even lower—at 
$2.58—in Lane County. That is a nickel per gallon less than the price last month 



and 38-cents less than the same time last year. Nationwide this week, the highest 
average price for regular-grade gas is in the San Francisco Bay Area at $3.36 per 
gallon. The lowest average is in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at $1.77 per gallon. / 
GOVERNMENT, ELECTIONS, POLITICS: Across the country, including here in 
Oregon, there were demonstrations over the weekend supporting Postal Service 
operations. On Friday, members of the state’s Congressional delegation, 
including Congressman Peter DeFazio and U.S. Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff 
Merkley criticized recently Postal Service cuts during an event outside Eugene’s 
main post office. They were joined by state lawmakers and local officials. In 
addition to echoing concerns about delayed mail balloting, they spoke of 
complaints of slow mail delivery they have received in recent weeks from 
constituents, ranging from delayed prescription medications to late rent payments. 
On Saturday, there was a “Save the Post Office” rally outside the Eugene main 
branch. It was part of a nationwide series of weekend rallies. ; Postmaster 
General Louis DeJoy is warning that voters should request mail-in ballots at least 
15 days before the Nov. 3 election to ensure they have enough time to receive 
their ballot, complete it and mail it back to elections officials on time. 
Acknowledging an expected surge in mail-in ballots because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, DeJoy says voters should mail back their ballots at least seven days 
prior to the election. DeJoy’s comments came as the House Oversight Committee 
opened a hearing on operational changes at the Postal Service that have resulted 
in mail delays across the country. The House approved legislation Saturday to 
reverse the changes and send $25 billion to shore up the agency ahead of the 
election. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH: The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality on 
Monday extended an air quality advisory for parts of Southern, Central and 
Eastern Oregon due to smoke from wildfires in Oregon and Northern California. 
DEQ expects the air quality advisory to last until at least Wednesday night. 
Smoke levels can change rapidly depending on weather. Smoke can irritate 
people’s eyes and lungs and worsen some medical conditions. Young children, 
adults over 65, pregnant women, and people with heart disease, asthma or other 
respiratory conditions are most at risk. / HEALTH, EMPLOYMENT: The Oregon 
Employment Department announced Monday that it is applying for the federal 
government’s new assistance for unemployed workers. The funding is being 
delivered through the Federal Emergency Management Agency lost wages 
supplemental payment program. Under the effort, qualifying unemployed 
Oregonians would receive $300 per week in addition to their regular 
unemployment benefit for an estimated three to five weeks. Oregon joins more 
than half of U.S. states in applying for the grant which President Trump 
authorized with an executive order earlier this month. As state employment 
officials await approval, they are working to create a system to distribute the funds 
as quickly as possible. Most payments will be automatic and are retroactive to the 
week ending August 1. Since the start of the pandemic in Oregon, more than 
500,000 people have filed for unemployment, overwhelming state filing systems. 
Oregon Employment Department staff have cleared much of the backlog but say 
much work remains. Last week, Interim Director David Gerstenfeld said the 
department has paid out $3.9 (b)billion in claims since mid-March. / HEALTH, 
COMMUNITY: Lane County Public Health announced two more cases yesterday 
of COVID-19, bringing the total number of confirmed and presumed cases since 
mid-March to 658. Eleven patients remain infectious, a drop of six from the day 
before. But two people are currently hospitalized, up one from the previous 
update. Five people have died since mid-March, the most recent last week. The 
Oregon Health Authority on Monday reported 220 new COVID-19 cases and 
three new deaths. That pushes the state’s pandemic death toll to 420. / CRIME: 
They are considered armed and dangerous, and while investigators appreciate 
any tips you can provide on their location they warn not to attempt to contact or 
apprehend them. The Oregon State Police are seeking two suspects in 
connection with an assault and kidnapping over the weekend. One suspect, 
Michael Light, was arrested. But investigators say Michael Lokey-Wilson and 



Jonathan Dakota Appelt remain at large. It comes after troopers responded to a 
Sunday morning report of an injured man on Highway 126 near Siuslaw River 
Road—about six miles west of Walton. The man was located on the highway with 
extensive injuries to his head, face and body and was transported to Peace 
Harbor Hospital in Florence for treatment of his injuries. Troopers were told that 
the three suspects had assaulted the man for an extended period at his campsite 
before Michael Light forced a female victim to leave against her will. The man 
said he escaped into a heavily forested area early Sunday morning and hid until 
daylight before being found on the highway. A search located Michael Light and 
the female victim in a vehicle in the area.  Light was taken into custody. The 
female was treated at the scene for minor injuries. Follow up investigation State 
Police and the Lane County Sheriff’s Office identified Michael Lokey-Wilson and 
Jonathan Dakota Appelt as the other suspects involved in the assault and 
kidnapping. Michael Lokey-Wilson is described as a white male standing 5’11” tall 
and weighing approximately 145 pounds with short blonde hair and blue eyes. 
Jonathan Dakota Appelt is described as a white male standing 6 feet tall and 
weighing approximately 185 pounds with short blonde hair and blue eyes.  Appelt 
has a prominent tattoo on his neck. The Oregon State Police is asking anyone 
who has seen Michael Lokey-Wilson or Jonathan Dakota Appelt since 08/23/2020 
or knows where they are located to call the State Police Dispatch Center at 1-
800-442-0776 or the Springfield Area Command at 541-726-2536. Again, do not 
approach them. They are considered armed and dangerous. ; A 19-year-old 
Eugene man will spend 70 months in prison for the armed robbery of a local 
convenience store. Kaulin Adrian Achim was sentenced in connection with the 
April 14 robbery of the “Duck N Go” store off MLK Boulevard in a neighborhood 
that contains hundreds of apartments—many occupied by college students. 
Achim was arrested on May 7 by members of the Eugene Police SWAT team. 
The Lane County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue assisted with a search for 
the firearm and successfully located the loaded pistol approximately two miles 
away, in a remote field. Eugene Police Rangemasters test-fired the pistol, which 
was operable, and it was part of the evidence presented in the case. / CRIME, 
BUSINESS: It is a regular summer problem and Eugene Police say it is 
happening again. Investigators have received several complaints from 
homeowners about individuals painting street numbers on their curbs without 
permission. Sometimes the house number has been painted incorrectly or simply 
is unwanted. Callers say the painters usually will not leave or provide contact 
information. Instead, they ask for a “donation” and will return multiple times to ask 
for money. Eugene Police say they have received some reports of the unwanted 
curb painters being intoxicated and becoming aggressive and/or belligerent if they 
are asked to leave. Investigators say the unwanted curb painters often target one 
area of town, then move to another neighborhood. Eugene Police remind you: 
You are under NO obligation to provide a donation or a payment for this or any 
other unwanted service. If you need to report the painting or behavior while it is 
occurring, please call the Eugene Police non-emergency line or your local law 
enforcement agency’s non-emergency line. For the Eugene Police, that number is 
541-682-5111.  / GOVERNMENT, COMMUNITY: Workers for the U.S. Census 
Bureau are in Lane County this week, working to contact households that still 
have not returned their forms. The once-a-decade headcount is used to 
determine how many Congressional districts each state receives—Oregon is 



expected to pick up one seat this time around. But more critically during the 
pandemic and recession, Census counts are used to determine how federal 
money is divided up among state and local governments. If there is an 
undercount in Oregon, we will not receive all the money to which we are entitled. 
Nationwide, an estimated 75 percent of households have been counted. Oregon 
ranks 17th among the states for its response rate but only 67 percent of 
households have filled out and returned their forms, either online, by phone, or by 
mail. The Census field workers are working to boost those numbers and have 
helped many households complete their forms. The easiest way to respond to the 
Census is online at 2020census.gov More than 95 million households in the 
country have responded on their own so far—1.3 million of those in Oregon. / 
RECREATION: America's National Parks celebrate their 104th birthday today and 
that makes this another "Fee Free" Day. No entrance fees at National Park 
properties, although you will still need to pay for camping, concessions, etc. You 
can save $30 today on the entrance fee at Oregon's Crater Lake National Park. 
Can't make it today? Consider investing in a National Parks Pass to save money 
in the future. These include the popular lifetime Senior Passes and the 4th Grade 
Pass, which gives fourth graders and their families a year of access. Learn more 
at https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm Plan your visit to Oregon's 
National Park properties at https://www.nps.gov/state/or/index.htm and to sites 
across the nation at https://www.nps.gov/index.htm / ELECTIONS, 
GOVERNMENT: Running an election by mail is a major undertaking, involving the 
U.S. Postal Service, armies of volunteers. But for election officials and voters in 
Oregon — which pioneered all vote-by-mail in the nation 20 years ago — vote-by-
mail is what happens during every election. Supporters cite its convenience and 
security. Democrats and Republicans alike dismiss President Trump’s attacks on 
vote-by-mail as a vehicle for fraud. Since Oregon took the plunge, Colorado, 
Hawaii, Utah, and Washington state have followed. Other states are edging 
toward it, at least this year, amid concerns that forcing voters to polling places will 
reduce turnout and expose them to the coronavirus. State Elections Director 
Steve Trout said officials from close to 30 states have asked him for advice about 
expanding mail-in voting. He says it is important to establish a relationship with 
the U.S. Postal Service. The Trump Administration’s efforts to reduce Postal 
Service funding and resources has created uneasiness in Oregon, but election 
managers say postal officials have reassured them. When Oregon votes, postal 
workers expedite millions of ballots and deliver completed ones to county election 
offices, where they are tracked using bar codes and voter signatures are on file. 
On busy Election Days, local election officials place staff at post offices to help 
watch for late-arriving ballots. Secretary of State Bev Clarno, the state’s highest-
ranking Republican, says that with two decades of experience working, Oregon 
has an excellent working relationship with the Postal Service to ensure ongoing 
support for our elections. Clarno adds that state has numerous safeguards to try 
to prevent fraud. Each signed ballot is examined by workers at county election 
offices to ensure voter signatures match the digital versions on file. Each ballot 
return envelope contains a unique bar code that cannot be duplicated to ensure 
voters cast just one ballot. State elections officials say instances of fraud are 
negligible. After the 2016 general election, 54 cases were referred to law 
enforcement for possible prosecution. In less than half those cases, 22, people 
were found guilty of voting in two states. / ENVIRONMENT: In Central Oregon, 



crew continue to make progress against the Green Ridge Fire. The blaze has 
scorched more than 4,300 acres east of Camp Sherman and is 13 percent 
contained. The lightning-sparked blaze is being attacked on the ground and by 
air. More than 500 personnel are battling the blaze. Residents of the Camp 
Sherman area northwest of Sisters remain on alert for possible evacuation. The 
blaze is burning in a mix of pine trees and sagebrush east of the Metolius River 
drainage. ; As wildfires continue to rage in California, the Red Cross Cascades 
Region is deploying 10 volunteers to assist in the response effort. It comes after 
hundreds of thousands of people either have been forced from their homes or are 
under the threat of evacuations. The volunteers, including one from Springfield 
and one from Dexter, will help provide shelter, food, and comfort for those who 
have been impacted. On Sunday night, Red Cross officials say their crews and 
partner agencies provided more than 2,300 people in California with emergency 
lodgings, including shelters and, in some circumstances, hotels. Nearly 470 
trained Red Cross disaster workers have been mobilized to support relief efforts 
in California or to assist virtually. Oregon volunteers also are assisting with 
stocking food, cots, blankets, and other relief supplies. ; Firefighters from five 
Oregon task forces—including crews from Lane County—continue to assist in the 
battle against one of the largest fires in California history. The LNU Lightning 
Complex Fire has burned more than 350,000 acres across parts of five Northern 
California counties, has forced the evacuations of close to 80,000 people, has 
destroyed hundreds of homes and other buildings, and is being blamed for 
several deaths. A task forces made up of personnel and equipment from dozens 
of fire agencies in Oregon left last week to help protect homes and other 
structures. The 52 Oregon fire specialists include the 20 from Lane County. Other 
counties contributing resources are from Linn, Marion, Clatsop, and Klamath 
Counties. Lane County’s Task Force includes personnel from Eugene-Springfield 
Fire, Lane Fire Authority, Junction City Fire, Pleasant Hill-Goshen, Mohawk 
Valley, and McKenzie Fire. ; Authorities say a firefighting pilot has died in a 
helicopter crash at the Mt. Hood National Forest while battling a blaze. The 
Wasco County Sheriff’s Office says the Type 1 Kmax helicopter was conducting 
bucket drops. KOIN reports there will be an accident investigation and the 
National Transportation Safety Board and the Federal Aviation Administration 
have been alerted. The identity of the firefighter killed Monday has not been 
released. The White River Fire is currently 5 percent contained and is a little more 
than 1,100 acres (445 hectares) in size. Officials say it has been fueled by gusty 
winds. There are a number of trails and roads closed in the area. / CRIME, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: Portland Police have declared a riot after 
they say fires were started amid protests against racial injustice. Police said 
Monday night that people had to leave the area near the Portland Police 
Association building. Early Monday police used tear gas to scatter demonstrators 
who hurled rocks, bottles and commercial-grade fireworks at officers and set fires 
in the streets as they marched on a precinct station in another night of violence. 
Twenty-three people were arrested. Similar protests have racked Oregon’s 
largest city nightly for nearly three months after the police killing of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis. / SPORTS: Clemson is the preseason No. 1 in The Associated 
Press Top 25, a poll featuring nine Big Ten and Pac-12 teams that gives a 
glimpse at what has already been taken by the pandemic from an uncertain 
college football season. Ohio State was a close No. 2 behind Trevor Lawrence 



and Clemson, which starts atop the rankings for the second straight season. The 
Tigers beat the Buckeyes in a thrilling College Football Playoff semifinal last 
season. Alabama is No. 3, Southeastern Conference rival Georgia is No. 4 and 
defending Big 12 champion Oklahoma is No. 5. Defending national champion 
LSU is No. 6. The 85th edition of the AP rankings will be like none before. When 
the season starts — if the season starts — the Buckeyes and 53 other Bowl 
Subdivision teams will no longer be eligible for inclusion in the Top 25 because 
they have postponed their seasons to the spring. The Big Ten, where Ohio State 
and No. 7 Penn State play, and the Pac-12, home to No. 9 Oregon, canceled their 
fall sports seasons because of concerns about the coronavirus. The Mid-
American and Mountain West conferences have also said they will try to play 
spring football. The SEC, Atlantic Coast Conference, Big 12, American Athletic, 
Conference USA and Sun Belt are forging ahead with fall sports, with changes: 
The three remaining Power Five conferences, the SEC, ACC, and Big 12, have 
eliminated all or most nonconference games and delayed the start of their 
seasons from one to three weeks. Erased from the college football schedule this 
year were a host of tantalizing nonconference matchups: Ohio State at No. 9 
Oregon; No. 10 Notre Dame vs. No. 12 Wisconsin at Lambeau field in Green Bay; 
No. 14 Texas at LSU; No. 17 Southern California vs Alabama in Arlington, Texas; 
No. 11 Auburn vs. No. 18 North Carolina in Atlanta. For now, big conference 
games such as Ohio State-Michigan and Washington-Washington State could still 
be made up in the spring. ; The College Football Playoff still plans to rank 25 
teams each week but has pushed back its schedule. Its first rankings will be 
released Nov. 17, two weeks later than planned. The final rankings will be 
released Dec. 20. CFP Executive Director Bill Hancock says the playoff dates and 
sites remain in place. The semifinals are scheduled to be held Jan. 1 at the Rose 
Bowl and Sugar Bowl. The championship game is slated for Jan. 11 in Miami 
Gardens, Florida. /  
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MILITARY: Flags outside Oregon public institutions are flying at half-staff today to 
honor the memory of two fallen Oregon Marines. Lance Corporal Jack Ostrovsky 
of Bend and Lance Corporal Chase Sweetwood of Portland were among nine 
service members, eight Marines and a Sailor, who lost their lives in an 
amphibious vehicle training accident off the coast of Southern California on July 
30. / UNEMPLOYMENT, ECONOMY, BUSINESS, HEATH: As hundreds of 
thousands of Oregonians continue to receive unemployment benefits, many for 
the first time, the Oregon Department of Revenue is reminding them that these 
benefits are taxable. By law, unemployment benefits are taxable and must be 
reported on a 2020 federal and Oregon income tax return. Taxable benefits 
include any of the special unemployment compensation authorized under the 
CARES Act. Those receiving unemployment money have the option to have tax 
withheld from their benefits, to avoid owing taxes when they file their federal and 
Oregon income tax returns next year. Withholding is voluntary. Federal law allows 
any recipient to choose to have a flat 10 percent withheld, and Oregon law allows 
recipients to choose to have a flat 6 percent withheld from their benefits to cover 
part or all their tax liability. To do that, fill out Form 1040WH, Authorization for Tax 
Withholding, and send it to the Oregon Employment Department, not the IRS or 
the Oregon Department of Revenue. If a recipient of unemployment benefits does 
not choose withholding, or if withholding is not enough, they can make quarterly 
estimated tax payments instead. The payment for the first two quarters of 2020 
was due on July 15. Third and fourth quarter payments are due September 15, 
2020 and January 15, 2021, respectively. For more information, including helpful 
worksheets, see Publication OR-ESTIMATE, available on www.oregon.gov/dor 
Unemployment benefit recipients who return to work before the end of the year 
can use the Oregon Personal Income Tax Withholding Calculator at 
https://www.oregon.gov/dor/programs/individuals/Pages/withholding-
calculator.aspx to determine if they’re having enough tax taken out of their 
paycheck. This online tool can help any worker or pension recipient avoid or 
lessen their year-end tax bill or estimate the refund they want. In January 2021, 
unemployment benefit recipients should receive a Form 1099-G, Certain 
Government Payments, from the Oregon Employment Department, showing the 
amount of unemployment benefits they received during 2020 in Box 1, any federal 
income tax withheld in Box 4, and Oregon income tax withheld in Box 11. 
Recipients will report this information, along with their Form W-2 income, on their 



2020 federal and Oregon income tax returns. For additional resources and more 
information about applying for unemployment benefits, visit 
unemployment.oregon.gov / HEATH, COMMUNITY: Lane County Public Health 
announced three more cases yesterday of COVID-19, bringing the total number 
of confirmed and presumed cases since mid-March to 661. Fourteen patients 
remain infectious. Two people are hospitalized. Five people have died since mid-
March. The Oregon Health Authority on Tuesday reported 247 new COVID-19 
cases and seven new deaths. That pushes the state’s pandemic death toll to 427. 
; Lane County Public Health officials say they have seen a general slowing of 
local COVID-19 cases during the past week, which is good news. But they say it 
is important not to let our guard down. Thirty to 40 percent of recent cases were 
travel-related, where people traveled to other parts of the state or the country and 
were infected with the coronavirus. As an example, county health officials shared 
the story of a person who traveled to attend a family event, which included people 
from three other states. Those three people later tested positive for COVID-19 
and contact tracers believe they were infectious before they arrived at the family 
event and transmitted the virus there—including to the Lane County resident. The 
Lane County resident returned home and, not at first realizing they were infected, 
had contact with people in multiple households and spread the virus to people in 
those households. County health officials say that single out-of-town event 
resulted in double-digit local cases. They say it underscores the importance of 
taking precautions while traveling—including physically distancing from friends 
and relatives you might visit—and think about whether the trip is even necessary. 
/ HEALTH, EDUCATION: Parents: Quick reminder if your child is a student in the 
Eugene School District. Today is the deadline to select your student’s “learning 
model” for the Fall trimester. Students are automatically scheduled for what is 
known as the “Same school hybrid,” which calls for all-online learning for Fall 
classes, then a return to school buildings on alternating days whenever in-person 
instruction resumes. Another option is "Same school online." It was unveiled 
earlier this month and keeps students connected to their current school with 
instruction like that in the hybrid model. Finally, there is the "Eugene Online 
Academy," an all-online program for the school year that is separate from specific 
schools and classrooms. ; Members of the University of Oregon’s Board of 
Trustees hold a virtual meeting tomorrow to review the U-of-O’s operational plan 
for maintaining health and safety during the pandemic. All public universities and 
community colleges are developing written plans that detail how they will comply 
with Oregon Health Authority standards for in-person instruction, research, and 
residential activities. University of Oregon officials say their operational plan uses 
the latest guidance from federal, state, and local health officials. ; Officials with 
Western Oregon University in Monmouth said yesterday that they are stepping 
back from plans to offer a mix of in-person, hybrid, and online offerings for the fall. 
Instead, about 95 percent of fall courses will be delivered online. Western officials 
say it comes after they reviewed reports of other U.S. universities that opened for 
fall classes but were forced to go to all-remote learning after COVID-19 outbreaks 
among students, including in residence halls. Officials say it is important to protect 
students, staff, and the community of Monmouth. Students are still welcome and 
encouraged to live on campus; the majority of residence hall rooms have been 
transitioned to single occupancy. The dining hall also will be open with physically 
distanced tables and controlled traffic flow. Because Western Oregon University 



students have not been billed for fall term costs, adjustments are being made 
before billed. Tuition will cost the same per credit for all class formats. But there 
will be a reduction that reflects the cut in fees because of the suspension of in-
person science labs and creative arts classes. ; Local non-profit Parenting Now is 
offering virtual programs for parents of young children. They are intended to 
temporarily replace in-person parenting groups until the pandemic eases. Starting 
next month, Parenting Now will offer virtual groups including an online version of 
its popular “First Three Years Program and Make Parenting A Pleasure” group. In 
addition, Parenting Now is offering virtual coaching through its “Healthy Families 
Home Visiting Program.” A new “One-2-One” program provides parents the 
chance to get answers to questions they might not feel comfortable asking in a 
group setting. Parenting Now’s “Baby Connection” also is being offered online 
and for free every Wednesday. New parents can go online with “Baby 
Connection” to receive lactation and feeding support. The Lane County-based 
non-profit also has a range of offerings on its YouTube channel including virtual 
live discussion groups on topics such as “self-care for parents during a pandemic” 
and popular “Circle Time Videos with Ali,” a Parenting Educator who offers songs, 
stories, mindfulness techniques, and play ideas for parent and child. Learn more 
at www.parentingnow.org / CRIME, TRANSPORTATION: The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report the Roseburg man suspected of shooting at vehicles along 
Interstate 5 in southern Oregon from his UPS tractor-trailer rig remained in jail 
Tuesday on $1 million bail. 49-year-old Kenneth Ayers has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of attempted murder, assault, and unlawful use of a weapon filed in 
Jackson County after his arrest last week. Ayers was taken into custody 60 miles 
from where a woman was shot in her car heading north between Central Point 
and Gold Hill. Prosecutors in Jackson County say a grand jury is expected to 
return an indictment this week. Reporter K. Rambo writes that as of yesterday 
morning, charges had not yet been filed in Douglas or Josephine counties. State 
police and prosecutors have declined to comment on a possible motive. 
Investigators say Ayers shot at least seven vehicles on I-5 while driving his UPS 
truck -- in Josephine County on May 12, June 22 and July 9; Jackson County on 
June 2 and last Wednesday; and in Douglas County on June 15 and July 7. 
Officials say the same .45-caliber gun was used in both shootings. Investigators 
are also reviewing evidence from another shooting in Jackson County that was 
not along the interstate. State Police said they had been investigating a possible 
link between the shootings and a UPS truck when they found Ayers. Investigators 
say obtained a search warrant for Ayers’ truck and found a .45-caliber gun 
consistent with the gun used in the shootings. Officials say the shootings began 
shortly after Ayers’ route changed and sent him from Roseburg south on I-5 and 
along Oregon Highway 140 and Oregon Highway 62. Before that, Ayers’ route ran 
between Roseburg the Portland area. UPS declined to comment Tuesday on the 
investigation, Ayers’ route change or if he is still employed by the company. Ayers 
was appointed a public defender. A message left at a number listed for the 
attorney Tuesday was not immediately returned. / CRIME, HEALTH: Governor 
Kate Brown on Tuesday said she will consider commuting the sentences of 350 to 
400 state prisoners within two months of release as well as about a dozen 
inmates considered “medically vulnerable” to the coronavirus. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report the plan is significantly more expansive than Brown’s previous 
pandemic-related commutations. To date, the governor has commuted the 



sentences of 57 people due to the virus. Reporter Noelle Crombie writes that, in a 
letter sent to the director of the Oregon Department of Corrections, Brown said 
those eligible for commutation also must meet other criteria, such as good 
conduct for the past 12 months. They cannot be doing time for crimes against 
other people. Those who are medically vulnerable must have served at least half 
of their sentences. She asked the agency to deliver the names of eligible inmates 
to her office by Sept. 18. Positive cases have been reported at a half-dozen 
prisons statewide. The Corrections Department on Tuesday reported a total of 
634 cases among inmates. Of those, 513 have recovered. So far, three prisoners 
have died. Another 177 corrections workers have contracted the virus. / 
ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: That wildfire burning in the Opal Creek Wilderness 
east of Salem continues to grow slowly—good news for crews battling it in rough 
terrain. The Beachie Creek Fire remains at ten acres. One helicopter continues to 
drop water on small, isolated spots of smoke. The blaze continues to creep 
across the ground, burning the forest layer known as duff. Fire officials say there 
is no road access so crews must hike several miles off-trail and over extremely 
rough terrain. That has forced an indirect strategy where because access is such 
a challenge, fire crews are using a road graders and chipper on nearby roads to 
contain the spread of the blaze and reduce fuel sources. The wildfire has forced 
the closure of some popular recreation spots, including the Opal Creek, Three 
Pools, Shady Cove and Elk Lake campgrounds. ; Authorities say the helicopter 
pilot who died late Monday while fighting a wildfire in the Mount Hood National 
Forest in Oregon worked for a private contractor based in Bozeman, Montana. 
Authorities have not yet released the name of the man who had been doing 
bucket drops on the fire for several days. The National Transportation Safety 
Board and the Federal Aviation Administration are investigating his death. The 
White River Fire is burning about 90 miles east of Portland, has charred slightly 
more than 1,500 acres, and is 15 percent contained. It is being fueled by gusty 
winds. / AGRICULTURE: Oregon’s hazelnut growers are anticipating a record 
crop this year. Numbers compiled by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service put the estimated harvest at 71,000 tons. If realized, it would be a 61 
percent increase from last year’s crop of 44,000 tons and a new record high. One 
reason: Those newer hazelnuts orchards planted in Western Oregon during the 
past decade. The number of trees mature enough to produce hazelnuts has 
increased dramatically—from 50,000 acres in 2019 to 60,000 acres this year. In 
addition, lab tests indicate the hazelnuts are of high quality. The nuts themselves 
are a bit smaller than those harvested in 2019 but there are more being produced 
by individual trees. Oregon produces 99 percent of the hazelnuts grown in the 
United States, most in the Willamette Valley, including up the McKenzie. The bulk 
are sold domestically, although Oregon exports some of its hazelnuts to China 
and other countries. Oregon’s hazelnut harvest is considered a high-value 
specialty crop. Many older orchards have been replaced in recent years with 
blight-resistant trees developed at Oregon State University. / CRIME, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: Officials say protesters in Portland 
smashed windows at City Hall in a demonstration that started Tuesday night and 
stretched into Wednesday morning. Police say they made 23 arrests as they 
dispersed the crowd in Oregon's largest city. Demonstrators in the crowd of about 
150 threw bottles and eggs at police, put metal bars in the street to try to damage 
police vehicles. Police in a statement say they also smashed a security camera 



on the City Hall building. Portland has been gripped by nightly protests for nearly 
three months since the police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. / CRIME, 
GOVERNMENT: Authorities arrested anti-government activist Ammon Bundy at 
the Idaho Statehouse after he refused to leave a meeting room where a few hours 
earlier angry protesters forced out lawmakers. At least two others were also 
arrested after police cleared the room and they also refused to follow police 
commands to leave. Another person was taken into custody a few hours earlier in 
the same room where protesters shouted down lawmakers. The incident follows 
another Monday when angry protesters forced their way into the Idaho House 
gallery that had limited seating because of the virus. Lawmakers are meeting in a 
special session called by Republican Gov. Brad Little due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Bundy was one of the leaders of the 2016 occupation of southeastern 
Oregon’s Malheur Wildlife Refuge. / SPORTS: Oregon tackle Penei Sewell, guard 
Shane Lemieux, and tight end Jacob Breeland are among 11 players selected to 
The Associated Press pre-season All-America First Team. Oregon State’s 
Hamilcar Rashed Jr. (Ham-ih-cuh Rah-SHEED’) also was named to the list. 
Voters considered all Division I players, even those who had already opted out of 
the season or whose teams had postponed football. The results show just how 
much star power will be missing from this pandemic-altered college football 
season. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: More indication of our elevated risk for wildfires 
across Western Oregon: Crews yesterday afternoon rushed to put out a brush fire 
burning on dry grass next to the ramp from eastbound Beltline Highway to 
northbound Interstate Five. It was called in around 3:15 p.m. and sent up a plume 
of dark smoke at the busy interchange, disrupting traffic on the ramp for the better 
part of 30 minutes. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: They hoped to resume something 
close to normal operations this fall. But the pandemic made that impossible. Now, 
University of Oregon officials say they will operate primarily virtual classrooms this 
fall. University President Michael Schill made the announcement yesterday. In a 
statement on the U-of-O’s website, Schill says the decision to move to a 
predominantly remote and online form of instruction was not an easy one. He 
noted most students are eager to return to the classroom and many faculty and 
staff members feel the same. But he said the summer’s increase in new virus 
cases in Oregon prompted administrators to back away from that plan. He 
describes the new approach as a “pivot.” Schill added that the experience of 
major colleges elsewhere in the country also influenced his decision. A number of 
institutions opened this month for in-person classes but were forced to abruptly 
shift to online learning after campus outbreaks—many at residence halls or tied to 
off-campus parties. Schill said he decided the potential for disruption to U-of-O 
students and the campus community was too high. A New York Times survey of 
more than 1,500 four-year public and private institutions across the U.S. tallied 
more than 26,000 combined cases among students, faculty, and staff, and 64 
deaths. Schill says incoming freshmen are welcome to move into campus 
residence halls. He noted the University of Oregon will conduct what he described 
as “robust testing,” on those students, along with contact tracing, isolation, and 
quarantine in residence halls, if needed. He says it is important they have the 
chance to meet other students and forge lifelong connections, even if it is while 
wearing masks and physically distancing. University of Oregon leaders hope the 
stepped-up precautions will allow their Eugene campus to resume more normal 
operations in January of 2021 for Winter quarter. ; Additional notes from 
University of Oregon President Michael Schill’s Wednesday statement about 
starting Fall Term with primarily virtual learning: In a limited number of 
circumstances, such as with some labs, studio experiences, and other small 
classes, the U-of-O will provide in-person instruction, in accordance with health 
and safety protocols. This applies to training opportunities for graduate students. 



Even though learning will largely be remote, many campus amenities, resources, 
and support services—academic and career advising, libraries, the Erb Memorial 
Union, the Student Rec Center, etc.—will be available to all students with health 
and safety guidelines in effect. The university’s campus buildings will not be open 
to the public, however. Faculty and staff will continue to have access to offices, 
research facilities, and some classrooms, in accordance with appropriate health 
and safety guidelines. The U-of-O continues to focus on building its testing and 
contact tracing capacity and further preparing campus throughout the fall with the 
goal of returning to predominantly in-person instruction in January 2021. The 
university has been working with local public health authorities to increase contact 
tracing capacity the Corona Corps, which provides students an opportunity to 
assist during the global pandemic. Another factor in this decision was that many 
of the local K-12 school districts announced plans to be 100 percent online 
through the end of the calendar year, which makes it exceedingly difficult for a 
large portion of our faculty and staff to be on campus. President Michael Schill 
notes that he recognizes the stress this puts on families, which makes it 
necessary to operate the university in a way that supports campus employees 
and their families. Regarding tuition and fees, officials say the cost of providing 
education has not changed nor has the value of a University of Oregon. The U-of-
O still must pay faculty, provide academic and career advisors, and maintain its 
facilities. Officials say that means they cannot reduce tuition. But they note that all 
financial aid and scholarship programs continue to be available for those who 
qualify, including PathwayOregon, which covers all tuition and fees for qualified 
Pell Grant-eligible Oregonians. For those students experiencing financial 
hardships related to COVID-19, a variety of grants are available through the 
Office of the Dean of Students and our Office of Student Financial Aid and 
Scholarships that provide direct financial support for qualifying needs. / HEALTH, 
EMPLOYMENT: Oregon hopes to start paying a new, $300 weekly 
unemployment bonus in the next few weeks, providing a financial boost to 
hundreds of thousands of Oregonians who had their benefits cut by at least half at 
the end of July. State official said on Monday they would seek the funds, 
authorized by President Trump in an executive order. The money replaces, at a 
significantly lower level, a $600 weekly unemployment bonus Congress 
authorized in March. That additional $600 benefit expired last month, and 
Congress is deadlocked over a possible extension. Implementing the new $300 
payments will require reprogramming the state’s obsolete system for paying 
unemployment benefits. David Gerstenfeld, interim head of the Oregon 
Employment Department, said in a media call Wednesday that he is not sure how 
long the updates will take but hopes to have the benefits in people’s hands within 
a few weeks. The added benefits will be retroactive to the end of July and will 
likely cover three to five weeks of bonuses, according to Gerstenfeld. He said that 
is all the money the federal emergency program has available to pay benefits and 
cautioned the benefits could be depleted sooner if the demand for relief funding 
for wildfires or hurricanes exhaust it sooner. Oregon has paid more than $4 billion 
in jobless benefits since the pandemic began but has struggled to keep up with 
the unprecedented claims volume. Since mid-March, the agency has received 
more than 552,000 regular initial unemployment benefit claims. There were fewer 
than 63,000 initial filings during the same period last year. Call volumes remain 
high, even though the agency has added repeatedly expanded its phone banks 



and opened new call centers. Agency officials say the “Contact Us” feature they 
added on their website offers shorter wait times. The feature allows people to 
send an online request for assistance so employment specialists may email or 
call filers directly. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY: Lane County Public Health 
announced six more cases yesterday of COVID-19, bringing the total number of 
confirmed and presumed cases since mid-March to 667. Fifteen patients remain 
infectious. Three people are hospitalized. That is up one from yesterday’s totals. 
Five people have died since mid-March. The Oregon Health Authority on Tuesday 
reported 222 new COVID-19 cases and six new deaths. That pushes the state’s 
pandemic death toll to 433. While cases have been decreasing since July, 
officials with the Oregon Health Authority say infection numbers need to decrease 
significantly for students to return to in-person classes. Experts say the average 
amount of daily cases would need to drop from about 250 to 60. The governor 
and state health officials have urged Oregonians to continue to follow current 
safety mandates, including wearing masks inside public spaces as well as outside 
in locations where physical distancing cannot be maintained. ; A fourth Oregon 
prison inmate has died from COVID-19. Officials said yesterday the inmate, who 
was housed at the Eastern Oregon Correctional Institution, was between 65 and 
75 years old. Oregon has seen outbreaks of the coronavirus at a number of its 
correctional facilities, sickening some inmates and staff. In response, state 
corrections officials say they have stepped up cleaning and disinfection and 
increased health screenings. Physical distancing has been implemented where 
possible. The correctional facilities closed to visitors in mid-March and remain 
closed until the pandemic eases. / EDUCATION, HEALTH, FAMILIES: Local non-
profit Parenting Now is offering virtual programs for parents of young children. 
They are intended to temporarily replace in-person parenting groups until the 
pandemic eases. Starting next month, Parenting Now will offer virtual groups 
including an online version of its popular “First Three Years Program and Make 
Parenting A Pleasure” group. In addition, Parenting Now is offering virtual 
coaching through its “Healthy Families Home Visiting Program.” A new “One-2-
One” program provides parents the chance to get answers to questions they 
might not feel comfortable asking in a group setting. Parenting Now’s “Baby 
Connection” also is being offered online and for free every Wednesday. New 
parents can go online with “Baby Connection” to receive lactation and feeding 
support. The Lane County-based non-profit also has a range of offerings on its 
YouTube channel including virtual live discussion groups on topics such as “self-
care for parents during a pandemic” and popular “Circle Time Videos with Ali,” a 
Parenting Educator who offers songs, stories, mindfulness techniques, and play 
ideas for parent and child. Learn more at www.parentingnow.org / CRIME: One 
suspect remains at large. But investigators say another turned himself in 
yesterday in connection with a weekend assault and kidnapping about six miles 
west of Walton. State Police officials say Michael Lokey-Wilson surrendered 
yesterday. On Sunday, another suspect—Michael Light—was arrested following a 
search of the area. A third man, Jonathan Dakota Appelt, remains at large and is 
considered armed and dangerous. Investigators are seeking tips on his 
whereabouts but warn you not to attempt to contact or apprehend him. It comes 
after troopers responded to a Sunday morning report of an injured man on 
Highway 126 near Siuslaw River Road—about six miles west of Walton. The man 
was located on the highway with extensive injuries to his head, face and body and 



was treated at the hospital in Florence. Troopers were told that the three suspects 
had assaulted the man for an extended period at his campsite before Michael 
Light forced a female victim to leave against her will. The man said he escaped 
into a heavily forested area early Sunday morning and hid until daylight before 
being found on the highway. A search located Michael Light and the female victim 
in a vehicle in the area.  Light was taken into custody. The female was treated at 
the scene for minor injuries. Follow up investigation State Police and the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office identified Michael Lokey-Wilson and Jonathan Dakota 
Appelt as the other suspects involved in the assault and kidnapping. Jonathan 
Dakota Appelt is described as a white male standing 6 feet tall and weighing 
approximately 185 pounds with short blonde hair and blue eyes.  Appelt has a 
prominent tattoo on his neck. The Oregon State Police Appelt since Sunday or 
knows where he is located to call the State Police Dispatch Center at 1-800-442-
0776 or the Springfield Area Command at 541-726-2536. ; A 61-year-old man is 
under arrest after Lane County Sheriff's investigators say he assaulted an 
employee of a local coffee business in the McKenzie Bridge area yesterday 
morning. Deputies responded to the report of a dispute around 9:45 a.m. They 
say the suspect, later identified as Douglas Harbick of McKenzie Bridge, was 
asked to leave the property of the local coffee business after loitering in the area. 
During the dispute, Harbick reportedly struck one of the employees in the back of 
the head. Investigators say the employee was injured but did not require 
hospitalization. Information received from those in the area indicated a noise that 
sounded like gunfire was heard just before Harbick boarded a Lane Transit 
District bus. The Lane County Sheriff's Office and Oregon State Police worked 
with Lane Transit District to stop the bus a few miles west of the location of the 
incident. Deputies said Harbick was cooperative and exited the bus. He was 
arrested for Assault in the fourth degree, Menacing, Disorderly Conduct in the 
second degree, and Criminal Trespass in the second degree. / SAFETY, 
TRANSPORTATION: Oregon State Police investigators say a man died when he 
ran into the path of an oncoming pick-up truck early yesterday morning on 
Interstate 5 near Albany. Officials are not releasing the pedestrian’s name until 
relatives are notified but say he died at the scene. The driver, a 30-year-old 
Harrisburg man, told investigators he was traveling north on I-5 in the left lane 
near milepost 233 shortly before 5:00 a.m. when the man ran into the path of his 
truck. He said he was unable to avoid striking him. The crash and investigation 
closed the left northbound lane of the freeway for about four hours. / CIVIL 
RIGHTS, LAW ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: The American Civil Liberties 
Union has filed a federal lawsuit challenging the legality of the actions taken by 
agents sent by President Trump to subdue protests in Portland. The lawsuit was 
filed Wednesday on behalf of eight people who were injured by federal agents 
during weeks of demonstrations and on behalf of two groups that organized 
protesters since George Floyd's death in May. The plaintiffs include military 
veterans, a college professor and a man who alleges he was snatched off the 
street by federal agents who failed to identify themselves. DHS did not 
immediately reply to a request for comment Wednesday. ; The FBI chief in 
Portland is dedicating more resources to crimes committed during nightly protests 
that often end in vandalism and clashes with police. Special Agent in Charge 
Renn Cannon said Wednesday he is pulling agents from fraud and organized 
crime teams to focus on acts of violence and federal crimes committed during 



nearly three months of unrest. Cannon says the FBI respects the free speech 
rights of non-violent protesters. Police made 23 arrests early Wednesday as 
protesters smashed windows at City Hall. Portland has been gripped by protests 
since the May 25 police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. / ENVIRONMENT, 
RECREATION: The Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife recently became 
aware that the MyODFW app will not open on iPhones or iPads when the device 
is out of cell service or in airplane mode—users will get an error message instead. 
App users who encounter this problem will not be able to e-tag their fish or animal 
once out of cell service if their MyODFW app is not already open on their Apple 
device. ODFW is working on fixing the problem but is not sure when it will be 
resolved. In the meantime, ODFW is asking iPhone and iPad users to take the 
following steps. (Android devices are not affected.) Take a screenshot of your 
license and tags. Open the app while you still have cell service or Wi-Fi and leave 
it turned on/logged in during your trip. Do not swipe the app off the screen during 
your trip as this will close the MyODFW app. If possible, do not turn off your 
phone during your trip as this will close the MyODFW app. Until this problem is 
resolved, the screenshot showing a valid tag will temporarily suffice to show to 
Oregon State Police or ODFW, should you encounter them in the field. However, 
MyODFW app users who encounter this problem must immediately complete e-
tagging once they are back in cell or Wi-Fi service. Also, app users will need to 
update to the latest app version that fixes this problem once it is available as the 
screenshot will no longer suffice for proof of tag (users will be alerted to update 
their app once the new version is available). Hunters and anglers who have this 
problem with their MyODFW app in the field need to take the following steps: 
HUNTERS: If you harvest an animal, take all the steps you normally would 
(except for electronically validating the tag and adding the confirmation number to 
your handwritten tag). Reminder that hunters who are e-tagging need to write 
their name, ODFW ID, date of birth and harvest date on anything that will stand 
up to the elements (like flagging or duct tape) and affix it to the animal like a 
traditional tag. Keep it attached to the carcass in transport. As soon as you are 
back in cell service, complete e-tagging and write the confirmation number down 
on whatever is affixed to your animal. ANGLERS: At the time of harvest, 
document the required information (species, type wild or hatchery, location) either 
on paper or with any tool available on your mobile device (text, email, notepad). 
As soon as you are in cell service, complete the regular e-tagging procedure. 
ODFW is notifying all customers who have downloaded the MyODFW app and 
opted in to receive emails from us about this problem. “We apologize for this 
inconvenience and want to thank all our customers for their business and their 
patience while we resolve this problem,” said Mathew Oeder, ODFW 
Management Resources Division Administrator. / COMMUNITY, 
ENVIRONMENT: Do pizza boxes go in the recycling or garbage? Now Lane 
County residents have the answer at their fingertips in English and Spanish! Lane 
County has launched its new WasteWise Lane County app, available for free in 
the Android and Apple stores. Search the app to see whether a material should 
go in the trash or recycling: For example, type in “Yard and Garden Trimmings” 
and you’ll learn that compostable materials may be placed in curbside yard debris 
bins and will be collected and taken to a yard debris facility such as Lane Forest 
Products or Rexius. Look up “garden hose” and the app will tell you to put it in 
your curbside garbage container. Search for “fluorescent bulbs” and you will be 



encouraged to make a household hazardous waste appointment to drop them off 
free of charge at the Glenwood Hazardous Waste Collection Center. The app 
offers a way to schedule household hazardous waste appointments for other 
materials, as well. The app and the county and state’s recycling campaigns focus 
on five items that should never go into your household recycling bin: plastic bags 
and plastic wrap; batteries; clothing; textiles and fabric; and Styrofoam and frozen 
food boxes. For more information about Lane County’s WasteWise program, visit 
www.lanecountyor.gov/wastewise / COMMUNITY, LOW-INCOME, HOUSING: If 
you are a first-time homebuyer, you might qualify for a zero-interest loan of up to 
$15,000 to cover a portion of your down payment and closing costs. It is being 
offered by DevNW (Dev Northwest), Oregon’s oldest community economic 
development nonprofit. As a regional HUD-certified homeownership center, Dev 
Northwest helps Oregonians build financial security. You must be a first-time 
homebuyer or have not owned a home in the past three years. The program is 
available to residents of Lane, Benton, Linn, Polk, Marion, Clackamas, and 
Lincoln counties. There are household gross income limits that vary by county. In 
Lane County, it must be at or under $72,174. Purchase a single-family home, 
including a detached home, a condo, or a manufactured home on owned land.  
Occupy the home; have a minimum of $1500 of your own saving for down 
payment (or a minimum of 3.5% of the purchase price if you are getting an FHA 
loan); meet additional loan requirements. The program is funded by Oregon 
Housing and Community Services. Learn more and fill out an application at 
https://www.devnw.org/blog/dpa-english/ / Spanish homebuyers, find information 
here: https://www.devnw.org/financial-wellbeing/homeownership/programa-de-
asistencia-con-el-pago-inicial/ In Lane County, Dev Northwest offers classes and 
counseling, teaching financial literacy and financial independence. Buy an annual 
pass: $75 gives everyone in your household unlimited access to Dev Northwest’s 
classes and counseling. Popular courses provide ways to track your spending, 
build savings, assist young adults, and help older adults prepare for retirement. 
Learn more about Dev Northwest and its offerings at: https://devnw.org/about/ / 
AGRICULTURE: Oregon’s hazelnut growers are anticipating a record crop this 
year. Numbers compiled by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service put 
the estimated harvest at 71,000 tons. If realized, it would be a 61 percent 
increase from last year’s crop of 44,000 tons and a new record high. One reason: 
Those newer hazelnuts orchards planted in Western Oregon during the past 
decade. The number of trees mature enough to produce hazelnuts has increased 
dramatically—from 50,000 acres in 2019 to 60,000 acres this year. In addition, lab 
tests indicate the hazelnuts are of high quality. The nuts themselves are a bit 
smaller than those harvested in 2019 but there are more being produced by 
individual trees. Oregon produces 99 percent of the hazelnuts grown in the United 
States, most in the Willamette Valley, including up the McKenzie. The bulk are 
sold domestically, although Oregon exports some of its hazelnuts to China and 
other countries. Oregon’s hazelnut harvest is considered a high-value specialty 
crop. Many older orchards have been replaced in recent years with blight-
resistant trees developed at Oregon State University. / SPORTS: Justin Herbert 
gets his first look at SoFi Stadium today when the Los Angeles Chargers hold 
their first scrimmage. When he will get his first NFL start will take a little more 
time. The rookie quarterback has received positive reviews from coaches and 
teammates for how he has tried to quickly get up to speed with the offense. 



However, he will not be asked to start immediately with Tyrod Taylor on the 
roster. Herbert went sixth overall in April’s draft after starting 42 games for 
Oregon over four seasons with 10,541 yards passing and 108 total touchdowns. 
Last season, he led the Ducks to a Pac-12 championship and a victory in the 
Rose Bowl. He is the fourth Oregon quarterback to be selected in the top 10 since 
1999. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH: The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
has extended an air quality advisory for parts of Southern and Central Oregon 
due to smoke from wildfires in Central Oregon and Northern California. DEQ 
officials expect the air quality advisory to last until Saturday morning, with 
conditions generally improving each day. The DEQ and partner agencies will 
continue to monitor smoke in these areas. / HEALTH: Lane County Public Health 
officials yesterday reported six cases of COVID-19 in recent days at a long-term 
care facility in the Bethel area. The outbreak affected three staff members and 
three residents at Evergreen Memory Care, off North Cleary Street in Eugene. 
Health investigators revealed no other details. But they said the facility is following 
all public health procedures and protocols and remains in active communication 
with county officials. Lane County Public Health spokesman Jason Davis says 
managers at Evergreen Memory Care have been working hard to perform facility-
wide testing and safety checks. He says county officials are confident facility 
operators are doing everything they should. It is the largest COVID-19 outbreak 
reported in Lane County. Lane County Public Health yesterday also announced 
five more cases of COVID-19, bringing the total number of confirmed and 
presumed cases since mid-March to 672. Fifteen patients remain infectious. 
Three people are hospitalized. Five people have died since mid-March. The 
Oregon Health Authority on Thursday reported 212 new COVID-19 cases and five 
new deaths. That pushes the state’s pandemic death toll to 438. ; Prison officials 
say two inmates from the Eastern Oregon Correctional Institution in Pendleton 
died of COVID-19 on Wednesday within hours of each other. The Oregon 
Department of Corrections say the deaths bring the total of COVID-19 fatalities in 
Oregon's prisons to five. The first inmate was a man between the ages of 65 and 
75. The second was between the ages of 50 and 60. Oregon has seen outbreaks 
of the coronavirus at a number of its correctional facilities, sickening more than 
600 inmates and more than 180 staff members. In response, state corrections 
officials say they have stepped up cleaning and disinfection and increased health 
screenings. Physical distancing has been implemented where possible. The 
correctional facilities closed to visitors in mid-March and remain closed until the 
pandemic eases. Leaders of the Oregon Justice Resource Center, an advocacy 
group, say the state is failing its incarcerated residents and their loved ones. / 
HEALTH, LOW-INCOME: Increased food benefits for SNAP recipients will 
continue in September. It comes after the Oregon Department of Human Services 



has received approval from the federal government. The increase brings all 
households to the maximum SNAP benefit. Households that already receive the 
maximum benefit will not receive any additional benefits. SNAP households will 
automatically receive the additional allotment in the same way they receive their 
current benefits. For most customers this is an EBT card. Oregonians already 
enrolled in SNAP do not need to take any additional action. This allotment will not 
permanently change a household’s monthly benefit amount. It is a temporary 
supplement to help during the current health crisis. The Oregon Department of 
Human Services will not be sending individual notices to households about the 
emergency allotments. The additional $30 million for eligible Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP recipients bring the total increased 
benefits in Oregon since the start of the pandemic to $150 million. To determine 
the maximum allotment for your household, visit https://govstatus.egov.com/or-
dhs-benefits SNAP customers can contact their local SSP or AAA office for more 
information. Find a local office at: oregon.gov/DHS/Offices/Pages/index.aspx For 
other ways to connect with DHS, contact 211info by calling 2-1-1 from any phone; 
text your zip code to 898211; email help@211info.org ; or go to www.211info.org 
Find other food resources at https://oregonhunger.org/covid-19/ / HEALTH, 
BUSINESS: One of America’s largest movie chains continues to cautiously 
reopen many of its locations. Regal Cinemas began reopening its U.S. locations 
last week, offering schedules heavy on modern classics along with a few new 
ones. In Eugene, at Regal’s Valley River Center & IMAX multiplex, the re-
releases include Beverly Hills Cop, John Wick, Jurassic Park, Lord of the Rings, 
Rocky, The Dark Knight, Spider-Man, and Space Jam. Newer releases include 
The New Mutants, Unhinged, and The Personal History of David Copperfield, as 
well as pre-sales on tickets for next week’s showing of Tenet. Regals says its 
safety protocols include daily health screenings for employees. Patrons must 
wear face masks both in the lobby and in theatres, which only can be removed 
while eating or drinking. Theatre capacities are being reduced by 50 percent and 
fresh air intake is being increased by 50-100 percent. Every other register is 
closed at concession stands, but patrons may use an app to order their snacks in 
advance. / CRIME, SAFETY, COMMUNITY: It has been condemned by the city 
but continued to attract trespassers. On Wednesday, members of the Eugene 
Police Street Crimes Unit went to the residence at 967 Patterson Street. They 
arrested three people. The representatives from the city’s code enforcement staff 
and Northwest HazMat boarded up the building and posted warning signs. 
Investigators say the condemned home had a six-foot chain link fence around it, 
but it had been damaged at several areas to gain access. Police also had 
information about possible firearms inside and a possible connection to narcotics 
tied to recent overdoses. Police say one suspect, 20-year-old Olallie Franklin 
Stahlwellborn, tried to run from officers and ignored their warnings, stopped for a 
time as police deployed pepperballs, then tried to flee again. He was eventually 
pepper-sprayed and taken into custody. Officers said they recovered a modified 
ASP baton and brass knuckles next to where Stahlwellborn had fallen during the 
pursuit and located a short-barreled shotgun in his backpack. Two others arrested 
inside the building were 40-year-old Gerard Zeitler and 36-year-old Erik Michael 
Brittian on trespassing and drug-related charges. Officials say several nearby 
business owners and residents expressed their gratitude to officers for addressing 
the problems at the house. Police said they were told that, at times, the location 



had upwards of 15 individuals staying inside. / SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: 
The Lane County Sheriff’s Office is investigating the cause of yesterday morning’s 
fatal crash on Pengra Road. It happened shortly after 10:00 a.m. near Place Road 
in the Fall Creek area. The crash involved a Honda coupe and a GMC pickup. 
The driver of the truck, a 73-year-old Lowell man, suffered non-life-threatening 
injuries. But the driver of the Honda, 49-year-old Daniel Woods of Lowell, died at 
the scene. The Oregon State Police assisted in the investigation by performing a 
crash reconstruction. / CRIME: Police regularly remind us never to leave 
valuables in a parked vehicle. Here’s another reason why. Springfield Police late 
last night arrested three people on in connection with a Tuesday afternoon theft 
from a vehicle at the Hayden Bridge Boat Ramp. It came after an alert citizen 
reported the theft and shared images from the crime scene. They said they had 
just seen a man kick and break the window of a parked car from which several 
items were stolen. Investigators say immediately after the theft the suspects 
drove to the Springfield Walmart and used a stolen credit card taken from the 
vehicle to make purchases. Officers were not able to locate the suspects at that 
time but developed leads in the case that led to last night’s traffic stop just before 
midnight at the McDonalds on Gateway Street. They recovered stolen property, 
made two arrests and took a third suspect into custody a short time later. The 
suspects are 24-year-old Nicholas James Miner, 24-year-old Early Ryan Shorey, 
and 33-year-old Kathryn Desiree Delsied. Police say Miner and Delsied had no 
current address, Shorey is from Springfield. Springfield Police and Lane County 
Sheriff deputies have investigated several thefts from the local boat ramps 
recently. They remind you: Do not leave valuable items in your parked vehicle. 
Take them with you or leave them at home. / BUSINESS: The Oregonian and 
OregonLive are reporting that sales of recreational cannabis have exceeded $100 
million three months in a row as the pandemic continues in Oregon. Reporter 
Lizzy Acker writes that, according to data from the Oregon Liq or Control 
Commission, which oversees marijuana sales, sales have been up since March, 
when the state went into lockdown to slow the spread of the virus. That month’s 
total sales were more than $84 million, 30 percent higher than March of 2019. At 
the time, some business owners worried the March bump was temporary. But 
numbers show things have gotten better, at least for some of the state’s cannabis 
retailers. In April, total sales climbed up 5.7 to close to $90 million, which was 44 
percent over the previous April. In May, cannabis sales in the state hit $103 
million, breaking $100 million in a single month for the first time since recreational 
marijuana sales began in 2015. June and July notched similar marks. Higher 
sales translated into increased state tax revenues that were up $35 million 
between March and June over the same period in 2019. / CRIME, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, RACIAL JUSTICE: Seventy-four people are facing federal 
charges related to protests that have rocked Portland for three months. The 
misdemeanor and felony charges include assaults on federal officers, arson and 
damaging federal property. U.S. attorney for Oregon Billy Williams said in a 
statement Thursday that "violent agitators" had "hijacked" the First Amendment. 
Portland has been gripped by nightly protests since the police killing of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis. The demonstrations, often violent, usually target police 
buildings and federal buildings. ; The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has 
temporarily lifted a lower court's preliminary injunction on federal law enforcement 
officers' use of force, threats and dispersal orders against journalists and legal 



observers working at Portland protests. The Oregonian and OregonLive report the 
injunction was put in place by U.S. District Court Judge Michael Simon while the 
federal government appeals the restriction. The appeals court concluded that the 
government showed the order "will cause irreparable harm to law enforcement 
efforts and personnel." For now, the ruling essentially puts journalists and legal 
observers on the same footing as demonstrators when it comes to orders to 
disperse and the use of force. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, RECREATION: State and local crews are battling a 
complex of small fires west of Mapleton that forced the evacuation of residents 
from homes along one nearby road and had neighbors along a second road on 
evacuation standby. By yesterday evening it was burning uphill and away from 
the community. The fires have burned an estimated 300 acres. Oregon 
Department of Forestry officials say two helicopters, two air tankers and two 
single-engine air tankers working the blaze Sunday afternoon while crews with 
more than half-a-dozen fire engines were leading the ground attack. More 
resources are arriving today. The blazes were reported around 2:30 p.m. on 
Sunday afternoon and were later grouped and named the Sweet Creek Milepost 2 
Fire. The cause of the fire is under investigation. As crews responded, the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office issued Level 3 (“Go Immediately”) evacuation orders for 
residents of Hadsell Creek Road, and Level 2 (“Get Set – Be Ready to Leave”) 
evacuation orders for residents of Sweet Creek Road. A temporary evacuation 
point was set up at Siuslaw Middle School in Florence. Traffic was slowed 
overnight along Highway 126 west of Mapleton as crews responded to the blaze. 
For the latest evacuation information go to 
https://www.lanecounty.org/news/sweetcreekfires  See updates on this and other 
wildfire battles being managed by the Oregon Department of Forestry at 
https://odfwildfire.wpengine.com/ See traffic advisories at 
https://www.tripcheck.com/ ; On Friday afternoon, crews responded to multiple 
small fires in the Fern Ridge area. The blazes were reported near Arnold Lane 
and Demming Road in Elmira; Clear Lake Road and Kirk Road along the Long 
Tom River on the north side of Fern Ridge Reservoir; and Red Oak Lane and 
Highway 126 about four miles west of Veneta. The cause of the blazes is under 
investigation. Fire officials remind you that grass and brush are extremely dry 
right now and the forecast calls for continued hot weather. ; Task forces from 
Lane, Benton and Douglas Counties are among the more than 930 personnel 
deployed to battle a wildfire burning midway between Mt. Hood and the Central 
Oregon community of Maupin. It came after Governor Kate Brown on Friday 
invoked the state’s Conflagration Act, which authorized the use of additional 
resources if needed to fight the blaze. The White River Fire has charred more 
than 14,000 acres in Wasco County since it first was spotted on August 17. It was 
sparked by lightning and is ten percent contained. The fire is burning in timber, 
logging slash, dry grass, and brush. The blaze was burning largely in the White 



River Canyon but was making runs uphill and throwing embers toward Juniper 
Flat where crews worked to protect homes and other structures. The fire has 
forced the evacuations of residents near the community of Sportsman’s Park. 
Crews have prevented the loss of any structures, so far, and are attacking the 
blaze on the ground and from the air. ; Containment lines were holding this 
weekend on the Green River Fire, which is burning a few miles from Camp 
Sherman and the Metolius River northwest of Sisters. The blaze has burned more 
than 4,300 acres but now is 60 percent contained. Still, winds are throwing sparks 
and embers up to 75 feet past fire lines, so the more than 400 members of the 
ground crews stayed busy over the weekend mopping up hot spots while shoring 
up and constructing new lines. ; Firefighters in boats responded to a weekend 
blaze burning on a roadless peninsula on Green Peter Lake northeast of Sweet 
Home. The 15-acre fire was reported late Saturday afternoon. Officials with the 
Oregon Department of Forestry said private boaters and boats from the Linn 
County Sheriff’s Office, Linn County Park, and Sweet Home Fire helped crews 
ferry pumps, hoses, and other equipment to the peninsula. The blaze is burning in 
thickly forested, steep terrain on federal land managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management. Two helicopters joined the battle, as well: one from a private 
industrial landowner and one on contract with the U.S. Forest Service. The 
helicopters are scooping buckets of water from Green Peter Lake. Close to 40 
people are fighting the fire, including handcrews from the Willamette National 
Forest and the U.S. Forest Service Job Corps, along with two BLM resource 
advisors. Mot recreation sites remain open, but Whitcomb Creek County Park and 
its boat ramp are closed for use as a staging area for fire personnel and 
equipment. The cause of the fire is under investigation. ; The Beachie Fire 
continues to smolder in the Opal Creek Wilderness east of Salem. It stands at 23 
acres and is burning in steep, tough-to-access terrain. Crews have relied on a 
helicopter using buckets of water to douse hotspots. On the ground, firefighters 
have used local access roads, a grader, and a backhoe to create containment 
lines. Fifty-three people are battling the blaze, which has forced the temporary 
closure of some popular trails and camping areas. ; Over the weekend, amid 
concerns of rising wildfire risk, the Willamette National Forest banned campfires 
outside of designated campgrounds. It comes as officials say their dispatchers 
and fire staff responded to 48 fires in the past month, an average of close to two 
per day. Wilderness rangers on the Detroit Ranger District, for example, have 
found between two and four abandoned campfires each week. Alarmingly, some 
of these campfires had escaped their fire rings before they were detected became 
wildfires that requires extensive resources and pose risk to firefighters and 
communities. One instance of this was the Claggett Fire that burned close to two 
acres in the Mt. Jefferson Wilderness earlier this month. Always, always, always 
make sure campfires in campgrounds are out and cold to the touch before 
leaving. Check restrictions when you arrive at your campgrounds for any updates 
to campfire and other rules. Visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/willamette/fire to 
see the current restrictions and advisories. Follow @WillametteNF on Facebook 
and Twitter for the latest updates. ; Officials with the National Interagency Fire 
Center say about 200 active duty U.S. Army soldiers are being mobilized to help 
fight wildfires across the western United States. Officials with the National 
Interagency Fire Center in Boise asked the Department of Defense for help 
fighting wildfires, which have burned more than 5900 square miles so far this 



year. The soldiers will be trained at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in Washington 
state next week and should be ready to join hand crews on fire lines in early 
September. Active duty military members have been deployed as wildland 
firefighters 38 times in the past 33 years. / LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, 
RACIAL JUSTICE, POLITICS: Oregon State Police are returning to the streets of 
Portland to help local authorities after the fatal weekend shooting of a man 
following clashes between supporters of President Trump and counter-protesters. 
In the aftermath of Saturday’s night’s shooting, the president and the city’s mayor 
argued over who bore the blame for the violence. The shooting came after 
caravan of about 600 vehicles packed with Trump supporters drove from 
southeast Portland with some heading downtown where the caravan was met 
with counterprotesters. Skirmishes broke out and, about 15 minutes after the 
caravan left the city, a supporter of the right-wing group Patriot Prayer was fatally 
shot. Police have released little information about the fatal shooting. Protesters 
were back on the street Sunday night and 29 people were arrested. ; The man 
killed in Portland on Saturday was a supporter and “good friend” of the founder of 
right-wing group Patriot Prayer. The Washington state-based group does not 
have a significant national footprint but is well known in the Pacific Northwest. 
Political activist and one-time Senate candidate Joey Gibson founded it in 2016 
and its supporters have held many rallies in Portland since the election of 
President Trump. The events draw counterprotesters from around the region and 
heightened tensions in Portland long before the police killing of George Floyd. ; 
President Trump and the mayor of Portland engaged in a real-time argument 
Sunday as the president posted a flurry of critical tweets about Ted Wheeler as 
the mayor was holding a press conference about the fatal shooting of a right-wing 
supporter in his city the night before. The testy exchange followed a volatile 24 
hours in Oregon's largest city. The fatal shooting happened after a pro-Trump 
caravan of 600 cars drove through downtown, leading to skirmishes with 
counterprotesters. Portland has seen nearly 100 nights of protests following the 
police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. ; Democrats are accusing President 
Trump of trying to inflame racial tensions as he unleashed a flurry of tweets 
Sunday about a deadly clash between his supporters and protesters in Portland. 
While the protests have largely been peaceful, violence erupted again last 
weekend when a man identified as a supporter of a right-wing group was shot and 
killed in Portland. That came after a large caravan of Trump supporters clashed 
with Black Lives Matter protesters in the city's streets. In Sunday tweets, Trump 
praised the caravan participants as “GREAT PATRIOTS!” and blamed the city’s 
Democratic mayor for the death. ; Fights broke out in downtown Portland as a 
caravan of supporters of President Trump drove through the city, clashing with 
counter-protesters. Oregon’s largest city has been the site of nightly protests for 
three months since the police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. Police said 
they had made several arrests Saturday night. The caravan of about 600 vehicles 
headed for downtown after a late afternoon rally. They were greeted by Black 
Lives Matter protesters who had gathered downtown for their own rally. ; In the 24 
hours preceding Saturday night’s fatal shooting in downtown Portland, police 
declared a riot early Saturday after fires were set at a police union building that is 
a frequent site for protests. Officers extinguished the fire at the door of the 
Portland Police Association building and arrested several protesters. Witnesses 
also say a car drove by near the demonstration and someone inside fired several 



gunshots into the air. Video posted online showed shell casings in the street. No 
injuries were reported. Demonstrators had earlier staged a sit-in at the Portland 
mayor's condo lobby Friday night. Portland has been gripped by nightly 
demonstrations for over three months since the police killing of George Floyd. ; 
The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has temporarily lifted a lower court's 
preliminary injunction on federal law enforcement officers' use of force, threats 
and dispersal orders against journalists and legal observers working at Portland 
protests. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports the injunction was put in place 
by U.S. District Court Judge Michael Simon while the federal government appeals 
the restriction. The appeals court concluded that the government showed the 
order "will cause irreparable harm to law enforcement efforts and personnel." For 
now, the ruling essentially puts journalists and legal observers on the same 
footing as demonstrators when it comes to orders to disperse and the use of 
force. ; A crowd of about 1,000 people marched in Portland Friday as part of a 
commemoration of the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. That is 
the event where the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., delivered his “I Have a 
Dream” speech. The rally in Oregon's largest city was led by Portland's NAACP 
chapter and the Black youth organization Fridays 4 Freedom. It began with a 
gathering at the Martin Luther King Jr. statue at Portland's convention center. ; In 
Eugene on Friday evening, a peaceful crowd of hundreds of people gathered to 
commemorate the anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington. They started 
with speakers outside the federal courthouse, followed by a march through 
downtown. / HEALTH, ELDERS: Lane County Public Health logged 14 more 
cases of COVID-19 over the weekend, according to updates on the agency’s 
coronavirus website. It comes after officials saw a jump in diagnosed COVID-19 
cases on Friday and reported a sixth local death. The patient was an 86-year-old 
man from the Eugene-Springfield area who died Wednesday evening from 
COVID-19-related causes at his residence. Thirty-four patients remain infectious. 
Two people are hospitalized. There have been 704 cases since mid-March. The 
Oregon Health Authority reported 521 new cases of COVID-19 over the 
weekend—269 on Saturday and 252 on Sunday—as well as 11 new deaths. That 
raised the total numbers of cases in our state since the pandemic arrived to more 
than 26,500 and put the cumulative death toll at 458. ; On Friday, Multnomah and 
Hood River counties were removed from the state’s COVID-19 Watch List. 
Oregon Gov. Kate Brown said both counties have reduced the spread of the 
coronavirus. Counties are added to the Watch List when the virus is spreading 
quickly and public health officials cannot trace the spread to a specific source. Six 
counties remain on Oregon’s Watch List: Baker, Jackson, Jefferson, Malheur, 
Morrow and Umatilla. / RECREATION, SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: Quick work by 
rescuers on Saturday afternoon as crews from Eugene-Springfield Fire's Water 
Rescue Team assisted a kayaker and her dog stuck on a snag in fast-moving 
water on the Willamette River. Crews used rescue swimmers and ropes to get to 
the woman, then used the current to swing her to rescuers on the bank. The dog 
was rescued in a similar fashion. Both the woman and her dog were wearing life 
vests. Officials say that is one reason they survived the incident.  It was part of a 
busy afternoon for Eugene-Springfield Fire, as crews responded a short time later 
to another rescue about one-half mile farther downriver to assist some boaters in 
distress. Water Rescue crews remind you: Our rivers are powerful even in their 
smaller channels. Boating and floating are a lot of fun, but the risks should not be 



taken lightly. Always wear floatation devices and keep an eye out for obstacles in 
the water. Some might be almost completely submerged and tough to spot. / 
WILDLIFE, SAFETY:  Authorities say a bow hunter was killed when an elk he had 
wounded charged him and gored him in the neck. Oregon State Police say 66-
year-old Mark David of Hillsboro was archery hunting Saturday on private 
property near Tillamook when he wounded a 5x5 bull elk but was not able to find 
it before dark. On Sunday morning, David and the landowner searched for the bull 
and David attempted to kill it with a shot from his bow. But the animal charged 
David and gored him, its antlers striking him in the neck. The landowner 
attempted to help the hunter, but David died from his wounds. Officials said the 
elk later was killed and the meat was donated to the Tillamook County Jail 
following the investigation. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, COMMUNITY, TRANSPORTATION: Crews on 
Monday continued the aerial and ground attack on the complex of wildfires 
burning just outside of Mapleton. The blaze, named the Sweet Creek Milepost 2 
Fire, is in steep terrain on the south side of the Siuslaw River and yesterday 
continued to burn toward the south, away from Mapleton. Officials put it combined 
size at more than 500 acres. Ground crews spent the day digging control lines, 
aided by six bulldozers, five water tenders, an excavator, and a processor. They 
are adding water hoses to the fire lines and working to extend those lines. 
However, the fire is still officially zero percent contained. The cause of the fire is 
under investigation. Two helicopters are taking buckets of water from the Siuslaw 
River to drop on the blaze. The Oregon Department of Forestry is asking people 
to avoid the area where the helicopters are working and yesterday the Oregon 
State Marine Board closed that stretch of the Siuslaw from the Mapleton Bridge to 
the Tiernan Boat Landing to boaters for safety. The smoke and some flames are 
visible from Highway 126. Drivers are asked to keep an eye out for fire and 
emergency vehicles and expect slowdowns. Some local road closures are in 
place near the fires. Several local firefighting agencies have been assisting on the 
fire, including the Mapleton Fire Department, Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue out 
of Florence, and the Swisshome-Deadwood Rural Fire Protection District. Other 
agencies aiding in the battle include Lane County Emergency Management, the 
Lane County Road Department, Lane County Sheriff’s Office, Oregon Department 
of Transportation, and the U.S. Forest Service. On Sunday, the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office issued a Level 3 / “Go” order for eight homes along Hadsell Creek 
Road, and a Level 2 “Get Set” order for 24 homes on or near Sweet Creek Road, 
on the south side of the Siuslaw River. A Level 1 “Be Ready” evacuation notice 
was issued Monday for some homes along Bernhardt Creek Road and Duncan 
Island Road. ; Members of a Lane County Wildfire Task Force returned yesterday 
from north-central Oregon. They were among the specialists working to protect 
some of the 300 homes and other structures threatened by the White River Fire. 
The personnel came from the Lane Fire Authority, Coburg, Eugene-Springfield, 
Pleasant Hill-Goshen, Marcola and McKenzie. More than 900 personnel are 
battling the blaze, which is burning midway between Mt. Hood and the Central 
Oregon community of Maupin. It has scorched more than 15,400 acres. The 
White River Fire first was spotted on August 17. It was sparked by lightning and is 
ten percent contained. The fire is burning in timber, logging slash, dry grass, and 



brush. Dry weather and hot temperatures have complicated the fight. The blaze is 
burning largely in the White River Canyon but is making runs uphill and throwing 
embers toward Juniper Flat, Sportsman’s Park, and other areas where crews are 
working to protect homes and other structures. None have been lost. Meantime, 
more Lane County firefighters are among the task forces assisting in the battle 
against those massive lightning-caused blazes in Northern California. Crews that 
deployed last month to Napa County might cycle home later this week, to 
replaced by fresh personnel from another task force. / HEALTH, ELDERS, 
COMMUNITY: Officials with Lane County Public Health say an outbreak of 
COVID-19 at a Eugene memory care facility has sickened 18 people. The total 
includes 12 residents and six members of the staff at Evergreen Memory Care, off 
Barger Drive in the Bethel area. County officials say managers of the facility are 
working directly with the Oregon Health Authority and Lane County Public Health 
on infection control measures and are actively following all public health 
guidance. Those and other new positive tests and presumptive cases mean 38 
people currently are considered infectious in Lane County. Three people are 
hospitalized. Since the pandemic began, we have seen 717 local cases and six 
deaths officials have tied to the pandemic. The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 162 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases and one new 
death. That raised the state’s death toll to 459. The agency also released its 
weekly testing summary, which indicates that during the week of August 23, 4.4 
percent of those tested were positive. The percentage is likely to rise slightly in 
the coming days as more results are reported from the testing week. But as of 
August 29, Oregon’s cumulative positivity rate is 4.6 percent of people tested. 
This is considerably lower than the national average of 9 percent. State health 
officials say the declining positive test rate is further evidence that Oregonians’ 
efforts to use face coverings, physically distance, and avoid potentially infectious 
gatherings is helping to slow the spread of COVID-19. But they Oregonians need 
to continue to stay cautious, especially over the upcoming Labor Day holiday. 
They note that past holiday weekends, including Memorial Day and Fourth of 
July, have led to outbreaks in Oregon among people celebrating in risky ways and 
led to an uptick in statewide COVID-19 cases. They remind you that the safest 
way to celebrate is to avoid groups and gatherings, stay home as much as 
possible, and follow face covering guidance if outside your home. In some cases, 
this means modifying or canceling holiday weekend gatherings to celebrate the 
end of summer in a safe manner. / HEALTH, HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, 
GOVERNMENT: She says every Oregonian deserves a warm, dry, safe, 
affordable, and accessible place to call home—especially during a pandemic. 
Governor Kate Brown yesterday issued an executive order extending Oregon’s 
foreclosure moratorium through December, citing the continuing coronavirus 
recession. Brown says that extending the foreclosure moratorium ensures that 
more Oregonians do not lose their homes this year, and that businesses can 
continue to provide vital goods and services to local communities. The prior 
eviction moratorium had been set to expire at the end of September. While her 
executive order provides homeowners and business owners certainty through the 
end of the year, Brown says it is not a long-term solution. She says she and her 
staff will be working with landlords, lenders, and others in the coming weeks to 
craft a proposal for consideration by Oregon lawmakers. The Governor is also 
continuing to look at options for renters, for whom a statewide eviction moratorium 



expires at the end of this month. Under the current moratorium, tenants have until 
the end of March to pay back any rent they owe. Brown notes that members of 
the Legislative Emergency Board allocated $55 million for rent assistance through 
December, and $20 million for affordable housing operating support for Oregon 
Housing and Community Services partners. In April, the Emergency Board also 
set aside $12 million in emergency funding for safe shelter and rental assistance. 
On the federal level, Congress has approved close to $82 million in housing 
supports and other housing-related services for Oregonians, including funds for 
rental and utility assistance. ; Also on Monday, the Oregon Department of 
Consumer and Business Services extended its emergency order on health 
insurance through the end of this month. The order requires health insurance 
companies to provide their customers with at least a 60-day grace period to pay 
any past-due premiums. The health insurance companies must pay claims for any 
covered services during the first 30 days of the grace period. The department’s 
order also extends all deadlines for reporting claims and other communications, 
and provides members with communication options that meet physical distancing 
standards. The Oregon Department of Consumer and Business services has the 
option to extend in 30-day increments as the pandemic continues. / ELECTIONS, 
POLITICS: Leaders with Oregon’s Republican Party say they were unable to 
gather enough signatures by Monday’s deadline to place an issue before voters 
asking them to recall Governor Kate Brown. The Statesman Journal reports it is 
the second failed attempted recall of the governor in less than a year. Oregon 
GOP Chair Bill Currier said during over a Facebook livestream with supporters 
that it was gut-wrenching to deliver the news. He said part of the challenge in 
collecting signatures was the cancellation of many summer fairs and other events, 
where petition signature collectors often collect many names. Republicans have 
accused Brown of abusing her power and destroying the state’s economy through 
shutdowns imposed in response to the coronavirus pandemic. The governor says 
shutdowns followed the advice of public health experts and were intended to save 
lives. / HEALTH, EDUCATION, SAFETY: As they prepare to start a school year 
unlike any other, members of the Springfield School District and its teachers’ 
union have finalized an agreement on key details for the months ahead. The 
Memorandum of Understanding between the district and the Springfield 
Education Association outlines things such as safety precautions for certified staff 
with high-risk medical conditions who would benefit from modified teaching 
assignments. The agreement also deals with how prep time is managed. 
Springfield School officials say now that the agreement is in place they can move 
forward with finalizing student and teacher schedules, placing students in classes, 
and submitting the modified calendar to the school board for final approval. Most 
Springfield educators begin their contract year today. The start of the school year 
for students has been moved back one week, to September 14, to allow 
additional time for teachers, staff, and administrators to prepare. This fall’s 
classes begin online. Like other districts, the Springfield Schools are working to 
ensure students and their families have the technology needed to access online 
learning. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT, POLITICS: A supporter of a right-wing 
group who was shot dead on a Portland street was mourned by friends and by 
President Trump as a victim of mob violence. Just hours before he was shot in 
the chest Saturday night, 39-year-old Aaron “Jay” Danielson and a friend were 
seen heading downtown to protect a caravan of Trump supporters. By late 



yesterday, a GoFundMe site had raised $33,000 from more than 900 donors for, 
quote, “legal/lawyer fees, and towards fulfilling all other incurred costs in this time 
of need.” / MILITARY: More Oregon Army National Guard Soldiers return home 
this week from overseas mobilizations. They are arriving at airports across the 
region, including Eugene, Medford, Redmond, Portland, and Seattle-Tacoma. The 
contingents served in diverse locations, ranging Djibouti (say: juh-BOO’-tee) in 
northeastern Africa, to Kosovo, and Middle Eastern countries including Jordan, 
Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates. The deployments of the 41st Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team are part of the second-largest mobilization of Oregon 
troops since World War II. The last mobilization of Oregonians this size was in 
2009 through 2010. Each group of returning soldiers spends two weeks in 
quarantine at their demobilization site in Fort Bliss, Texas, prior to their return 
home to Oregon. The final group of Oregon guardsmen and -women remain in 
Kosovo but are scheduled to arrive home before Christmas. / HEALTH, 
COMMUNITY, RECREATION, FAMILIES: Things will look and feel a bit different. 
But it is another step toward returning to normal for families and kids. 
Willamalane’s swim center, Splash! at Lively Park, reopens to the public this 
morning. It is located at 6100 Thurston Road in Springfield. Splash! will offer 
limited capacity afternoon family swims and kiddie pools swims instead of 
traditional rec swims. The large water slide is available, but the facility’s wave 
features will be unavailable for now.  Willamalane reopened its other aquatic 
facility, Willamalane Park Swim Center, in June. With today’s reopening of 
Splash!, community members may get back in the pools for fun and for exercise. 
Swimmers interested in fitness may sign up for morning exercise. The lap pool 
will be open all day for lap swimmers. Pre-registration is required for all visits. 
More details and registration information is available at 
www.Willamalane.org/Splash  Splash! At Lively Park is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY, RECREATION: It is the 
longest they have ever checked out library materials. But with less than two 
weeks to the September 14 due date, officials with the Eugene Public Library are 
urging you to “Return Your Books, Please!” The same applies to the DVDs, CDs, 
and magazines you might have checked out ahead of the pandemic. The Eugene 
Public Library’s outside book returns are open at all three locations. The first 
outside book returns were reopened in June and many items have been returned. 
However, there is still an unusually large number of items out on loan right now. 
The Downtown Library outside book returns are open Monday through Saturday, 
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. The Bethel and Sheldon branch outside book returns are 
open Monday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The library is asking 
borrowers to return items as soon as possible and not wait until September 14, to 
prevent an overload on that day at library return sites. To make things more 
convenient, items may be returned to any location, regardless of where they were 
borrowed. Returning items now also makes them available for others to borrow 
and enjoy. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: The National Weather Service in Portland has issued 
a Red Flag Warning for wind and low relative humidity, which is in effect from 2 
pm this Afternoon to 8 pm this evening. In Oregon, the affected area is in the 
Willamette Valley from McMinnville south to Eugene. Winds will be from the north 
10 to 15 MPH with gusts up to 25 MPH. Relative humidity will be as low as 22 
percent in the Southern Willamette Valley. Conditions may be favorable for rapid 
fire spread which may threaten life and property. Use extra caution with potential 
ignition sources, especially in grassy areas. Outdoor burning is not 
recommended. A Red Flag Warning means critical fire weather conditions can 
contribute to extreme fire behavior. / DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, CRIME: A 
44-year-old man is under arrest, charged with First-Degree Arson in connection 
with that group of fires burning just outside of Mapleton. Detectives with the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office and Oregon State Police are thanking everyone who 
shared tips that led to yesterday afternoon’s arrest of 44-year-old Elias Newton 
Pendergrass of Mapleton. Officials did not reveal a possible motive. The case has 
been forwarded to the Lane County District Attorney's Office for review. Crews 
yesterday continued the aerial and ground attack on the fires, which are now 15 
percent contained. New aerial mapping reduced the size of the fires to 382 acres. 
The Sweet Creek Milepost 2 Fire is burning in steep terrain on the south side of 
the Siuslaw River, away from the community of Mapleton. While ground crews 
continued to expand fire lines, helicopters constantly dropped buckets of water on 
the blaze. A section of the Siuslaw River from the Mapleton Bridge to Tiernan 
Boat Landing to boaters through September 13 while aerial crews use it to scoop 
water. The smoke and some flames remain visible from Highway 126. Drivers: 
Keep an eye out for fire and emergency vehicles and expect slowdowns. Some 
local road closures are in place near the fires. Some evacuations remain in place 
with other rural residents on standby for possible evacuation. Managers say fire 
activity picked up around noon but was kept mostly in check by helicopters 
dropping water from the Siuslaw River and ground crews using established hose 
lines. A few small areas of growth outside the line were quickly controlled. Fallers 
removed snags to make areas safer for firefighters and to shore up fire lines. To 
date, no injuries or accidents have been reported on the fire, despite steep terrain 
and challenging conditions. ; The Oregon Department of Forestry and its Incident 
Management Team is holding a live-streamed virtual public meeting at 7 p.m. this 
evening to provide community updates on the Sweet Creek Milepost 2 Fire. They 



and others will provide briefings on the fire status, weather forecast, anticipated 
fire behavior, and fire operations. To join the meeting, go to 
www.facebook.com/sweetcreekmp2fire/ Viewers will be able to ask questions 
of the panel by commenting on the video feed on Facebook, or by emailing 
questions to Sweetcreekmp2.information@gmail.com  Following the meeting, 
the video be archived on the Sweet Creek MP2 Facebook page. / HEALTH, 
COMMUNITY, EDUCATION: Lane County Public Health officials yesterday 
reported nine new cases of COVID-19 and say they continue to monitor an 
outbreak at a Eugene memory care facility has sickened 18 people—12 residents 
and six staff. Forty-six people currently are considered infectious. Three people 
remain hospitalized. Since the pandemic began, we have seen 726 local cases 
and six deaths officials have tied to the pandemic. County officials say managers 
of Evergreen Memory Care in the Bethel area are working directly with the 
Oregon Health Authority and Lane County Public Health on infection control 
measures and are actively following all public health guidance. Public Health 
spokesman Jason Davis says Evergreen has been a “great partner” during the 
past five-and-a-half months of the pandemic and worked hard to protect residents 
and staff. Davis says that up until now we have been fortunate not to have a 
large-scale outbreak in a local care facility. There have been individual cases 
here and there, but this is the first major outbreak. That said, Davis says this 
situation could happen in any facility because staff and visitors face the risk of 
exposure in the community while the virus is present. Complicating the situation is 
the fact that some people who are infected do not show symptoms but still can 
transmit it to others. ; Lane County Public Health yesterday also received the 
latest infection numbers known as “School Metrics” that are used to help 
determine when it will be safe to begin in-person education. The numbers stand 
at 13 infectious cases per 100,000 people, which is a slight increase over last 
week’s eight per 100,000. Officials have set a target of ten or fewer cases per 
100,000 residents over three weeks, but recent trends indicate Lane County’s 
infection numbers are rising, not falling. In addition, counties must have testing 
positivity rates below five percent. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 243 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases and six new 
deaths. That raised the state’s death toll to 465. Officials are urging Oregonians to 
continue to stay cautious, especially over the upcoming Labor Day holiday. They 
note that past holiday weekends, including Memorial Day and Fourth of July, have 
led to outbreaks in Oregon among people celebrating in risky ways and led to an 
uptick in statewide COVID-19 cases. They remind you that the safest way to 
celebrate is to avoid groups and gatherings, stay home as much as possible, and 
follow face covering guidance if outside your home. In some cases, this means 
modifying or canceling holiday weekend gatherings to celebrate the end of 
summer in a safe manner. ; Uninsured Oregonians who were not able to sign up 
for private health coverage due to the pandemic still may enroll. HealthCare.gov 
has made it easier for uninsured consumers to enroll in coverage through its 
existing national emergency / major disaster exceptional circumstances special 
enrollment period, also known as SEP. The program is administered through 
FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency. If you experienced a “life 
change” you might be eligible for a standard special enrollment period that allows 
you to sign up for a plan 60 days before or 60 days after. Examples of a life 
change include loss of coverage due to loss of employment, marriage, the 



addition of a new family member, gaining lawful immigration status, and moving to 
a different home. Oregonians who were eligible for a standard special enrollment 
period, but missed the window due to the pandemic, can use the FEMA SEP 
program to enroll in a plan. You will need to submit proof of your life change but 
do not need to submit proof that you have been affected by COVID-19. 
Applications are being accepted at HealthCare.gov if your life change was a loss 
in coverage. Call 800-318-2596 (toll-free) for all other life changes. The program 
is available for people who qualified for the special enrollment period from Jan. 1, 
2020, through to 60 days after the national public health emergency ends. The 
current national declaration is set to end in late October. / TRANSPORTATION, 
SAFETY, HEALTH: The Oregon Department of Transportation is urging Labor 
Day Weekend travelers to pack their patience and allow extra travel time. Officials 
predict an overwhelming number of travelers will be using their cars and staying 
closer to home because of COVID-19. And many of those drivers are expected to 
head to the Oregon Coast. The coast has been a favorite destination this 
summer, leading to periods of significant congestion on U.S. Highway 101 and on 
the roads connecting the Coast and Willamette Valley. Prepare for heavy and 
slow traffic, especially at the beginning and end of the weekend when most 
people are on the road. Expect heavy, slow-moving traffic in small coastal towns 
and cities, as well. Some tips to consider before and during your trip: Plan your 
travel route ahead and physically distance whenever possible to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. Make sure that you and your passengers have several face 
coverings; Oregon businesses are requiring masks for entry because of the 
spread of COVID-19. Carry plenty of hand sanitizer, toilet paper and other 
personal items for sanitation. Keep your fuel tank at least half full. Do not use 
backroads or logging roads to get around traffic congestion; these roads are 
typically unimproved and present many potential hazards. There are many 
restrictions on parking and illegal camping on beach highways and county roads; 
please obey the signs that are there for your safety; in addition, law enforcement 
can cite you for parking illegally. Obey the speed limit; we are seeing a lot of 
excessive speeds and high-speed crashes. Drive sober and do not drive 
distracted; put your cellphone away while you are driving. Protect everyone’s 
health and the environment by disposing of your garbage appropriately. / CRIME: 
It was a tax fraud and identity theft scheme that affected thousands of residents of 
Oregon and Washington. Yesterday, a Texas man was sentenced in Eugene 
federal court to 54 months in federal prison for his role in a nationwide conspiracy 
to commit mail fraud and aggravated identity theft. 37-year-old Oluwole Odunowo 
will serve three years of supervised release once he leaves prison and was 
ordered to pay more than $400,000 in restitution to the IRS. Prosecutors say he is 
the sixth person to be convicted for working with contacts in Nigeria to steal 
details of victims’ identities and electronically file fraudulent tax returns seeking 
bogus refunds in the names of identity theft victims. According to court 
documents, the IRS Criminal Investigation division first heard of the fraud scheme 
in May of 2013, when a victim in Medford notified the agency about false federal 
and Oregon state tax returns that were filed electronically using her and her 
husband’s personal identifying information. Investigators say the scheme lasted 
several years and netted co-conspirators more than $11.6 million in fraudulent tax 
refunds. Odunowo was convicted of using approximately 700 stolen identities he 
received from a co-conspirator and filing fraudulent tax returns seeking more than 



$1.5 million in refund payments. Close to $403,000 in tax refunds were paid by 
the IRS. / CRIME, YOUTH, LEGAL ISSUES: The Boy Scouts of America has 
launched a nationwide advertising campaign to notify victims of decades-old sex 
abuse by Scout leaders that they have until Nov. 16 to seek compensation as part 
of its bankruptcy case. The $6.8 million ad campaign has been approved by a 
bankruptcy judge and aims to alert abuse survivors who might want a share of a 
proposed compensation fund. Law firms say they have already signed up 
thousands of clients to submit claims since the Boy Scouts filed for bankruptcy 
protection in February in the face of hundreds of lawsuits. Lawyer Paul Mones, 
who won a $19.9 million sex-abuse verdict against the Boy Scouts in Oregon in 
2010, described the campaign as historic. He notes this is the first time that the 
Boy Scouts of America has formally and publicly acknowledged on a wide-scale 
basis its long-standing problem of sexual abuse. The bankruptcy has been painful 
for the 110-year-old Boy Scouts, which has been a pillar of American civic life for 
generations and a training ground for future leaders. Its finances were already 
strained by sex-abuse settlements and membership declines from more than four 
million in the 1970s to fewer than two million. Most of the pending sex-abuse 
claims date to the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s, before the Boy Scouts adopted criminal 
background checks, abuse-prevention training for all staff and volunteers, and a 
rule that two or more adult leaders must be present during activities. The potential 
size of the bankruptcy compensation fund is not yet known. The organization is 
expected to contribute a substantial portion of its assets, which include financial 
investments and real estate. The Boy Scouts’ insurers also will be contributing, 
although they have been trying to limit their exposure. / ENVIRONMENT, 
GOVERNMENT: The Trump administration is seeking to fast track environmental 
reviews of dozens of major energy and infrastructure projects during the COVID-
19 pandemic, including the Jordan Cove liquified natural gas terminal in Oregon. 
Other projects include oil and gas drilling, hazardous fuel pipelines, wind farms 
and highway projects in multiple states. That is according to documents provided 
to The Associated Press. The plan to speed up project approvals comes after 
President Trump in June ordered the Interior Department and other agencies to 
scale back environmental reviews under special powers he has during the 
coronavirus emergency. More than 60 projects targeted for expedited 
environmental reviews were detailed in an attachment to a July 15 letter from 
Assistant Interior Secretary Katherine MacGregor to White House economic 
advisor Larry Kudlow. Included on Interior’s list are oil and gas industry proposals 
such as the 5,000-well Converse gas field in Wyoming and the Mountain Valley 
natural gas pipeline in Virginia.  / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT: Portland’s 
police chief has denounced vandalism during protests this week in Oregon's 
largest city. People broke windows and set a fire inside the upscale apartment 
building where Mayor Ted Wheeler lives. The demonstration began late Monday 
and stretched into Tuesday. Wheeler is also the city's police commissioner and 
has been criticized for failing to control months of violent protests and for heading 
up a police force that has used tear gas multiple times against demonstrators. 
There have been nightly protests in Portland for months since the police killing of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis. / MILITARY: More Oregon Army National Guard 
Soldiers return home this week from overseas mobilizations. They are arriving at 
airports across the region, including Eugene, Medford, Redmond, Portland, and 
Seattle-Tacoma. The contingents served in diverse locations, ranging Djibouti 



(say: juh-BOO’-tee) in northeastern Africa, to Kosovo, and Middle Eastern 
countries including Jordan, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates. The 
deployments of the 41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team are part of the second-
largest mobilization of Oregon troops since World War II. The last mobilization of 
Oregonians this size was in 2009 through 2010. Each group of returning soldiers 
spends two weeks in quarantine at their demobilization site in Fort Bliss, Texas, 
prior to their return home to Oregon. The final group of Oregon guardsmen and -
women remain in Kosovo but are scheduled to arrive home before Christmas. / 
COMMUNITY, RECREATION, FAMILIES, YOUTH: The RiverPlay Discovery 
Village Playground at Eugene’s Skinner Butte Park is closed for the next couple 
of weeks for some much-needed repairs. Construction work began on Monday, 
August 31, and should wrap up in mid-September. Crews will replace the rubber 
surfacing with a fresh, non-static turf surface. The entire playground will be 
fenced. The wooden playhouse will be replaced.  
Signs are posted to notify park users of the closure. / RECREATION, FAMILIES, 
HEALTH: Things will look and feel a bit different. But it is another step toward 
returning to normal for families and kids. Willamalane’s swim center, Splash! at 
Lively Park, reopened to the public yesterday. It is located at 6100 Thurston Road 
in Springfield. Splash! Is offering limited capacity afternoon family swims and 
kiddie pools swims instead of traditional rec swims. The large water slide is 
available, but the facility’s wave features will be unavailable for now. Willamalane 
reopened its other aquatic facility, Willamalane Park Swim Center, in June. With 
today’s reopening of Splash!, community members may get back in the pools for 
fun and for exercise. Swimmers interested in fitness may sign up for morning 
exercise. The lap pool will be open all day for lap swimmers. Pre-registration is 
required for all visits. More details and registration information is available at 
www.Willamalane.org/Splash Splash! At Lively Park is open from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday. / RECREATION, WILDLIFE, ENVIRONMENT: The 
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife is asking successful forest grouse and 
mountain quail hunters to return a wing and a tail from each bird they harvest. 
Look for collection barrels (often bright blue with yellow signs) at major road 
junctions or highways in popular hunting areas. You will also find barrels at some 
ODFW offices and popular rural markets. To find specific barrel locations check 
the map at https://arcg.is/18uj5f or call the ODFW office closest to your hunt. 
How to submit your wings and tails: Clip the right wing close to the bird’s 
body. Submit the left wing if the right wing is damaged (i.e. worn or missing 
feathers). Remove all tail and rump feathers by skinning out the lower 2 to 3 
inches of the back of the bird and clipping off the tail. Place wing and tail together 
in provided paper bag and write the date of kill and general location where 
indicated. Please do not use plastic bags, they speed decomposition and make 
the wings and tails hard to use. Put the wing bags inside the collection barrel or 
drop them off at the nearest ODFW office (call in advance to arrange drop off, 
some offices have barrels outside the office). The agency also can send you 
additional bags and postage-paid return envelopes, if needed. Call (503) 947-
6301 for those. Biologist use the wings and tails to collect information on species, 
age, hatch date, and sex ratios of the birds. They use this information to get a 
clearer picture of grouse and quail populations that will help determine hunting 
seasons. Since wing collections started in 1980, hunters have submitted more 
than 30,000 grouse wings. Wing analysis is only one of several surveys ODFW 



uses to monitor forest grouse and mountain quail populations in Oregon. The 
wing data complements other information gathered in production and harvest 
surveys. The season for forest grouse is Sept. 1 through Jan. 31 statewide. There 
is no open season for spruce grouse. Mountain quail seasons is Sept. 1 – Jan. 31 
in Western Oregon and Oct. 10 – Jan. 31 in Eastern Oregon. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: The National Weather Service in Portland has issued 
a Red Flag Warning for wind and low relative humidity, which is in effect from 2 
pm this Afternoon to 8 pm this evening. In Oregon, the affected area is in the 
Willamette Valley from McMinnville south to Eugene. Winds will be from the north 
10 to 15 MPH with gusts up to 25 MPH. Relative humidity will be as low as 22 
percent in the Southern Willamette Valley. Conditions may be favorable for rapid 
fire spread which may threaten life and property. Use extra caution with potential 
ignition sources, especially in grassy areas. Outdoor burning is not 
recommended. A Red Flag Warning means critical fire weather conditions can 
contribute to extreme fire behavior. / DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, CRIME: A 
44-year-old man is under arrest, charged with First-Degree Arson in connection 
with that group of fires burning just outside of Mapleton. Detectives with the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office and Oregon State Police are thanking everyone who 
shared tips that led to yesterday afternoon’s arrest of 44-year-old Elias Newton 
Pendergrass of Mapleton. Officials did not reveal a possible motive. The case has 
been forwarded to the Lane County District Attorney's Office for review. Crews 
yesterday continued the aerial and ground attack on the fires, which are now 15 
percent contained. New aerial mapping reduced the size of the fires to 382 acres. 
The Sweet Creek Milepost 2 Fire is burning in steep terrain on the south side of 
the Siuslaw River, away from the community of Mapleton. While ground crews 
continued to expand fire lines, helicopters constantly dropped buckets of water on 
the blaze. A section of the Siuslaw River from the Mapleton Bridge to Tiernan 
Boat Landing to boaters through September 13 while aerial crews use it to scoop 
water. The smoke and some flames remain visible from Highway 126. Drivers: 
Keep an eye out for fire and emergency vehicles and expect slowdowns. Some 
local road closures are in place near the fires. Some evacuations remain in place 
with other rural residents on standby for possible evacuation. Managers say fire 
activity picked up around noon but was kept mostly in check by helicopters 
dropping water from the Siuslaw River and ground crews using established hose 
lines. A few small areas of growth outside the line were quickly controlled. Fallers 
removed snags to make areas safer for firefighters and to shore up fire lines. To 
date, no injuries or accidents have been reported on the fire, despite steep terrain 
and challenging conditions. ; The Oregon Department of Forestry and its Incident 
Management Team is holding a live-streamed virtual public meeting at 7 p.m. this 
evening to provide community updates on the Sweet Creek Milepost 2 Fire. They 



and others will provide briefings on the fire status, weather forecast, anticipated 
fire behavior, and fire operations. To join the meeting, go to 
www.facebook.com/sweetcreekmp2fire/ Viewers will be able to ask questions 
of the panel by commenting on the video feed on Facebook, or by emailing 
questions to Sweetcreekmp2.information@gmail.com  Following the meeting, 
the video be archived on the Sweet Creek MP2 Facebook page. / HEALTH, 
COMMUNITY, EDUCATION: Lane County Public Health officials yesterday 
reported nine new cases of COVID-19 and say they continue to monitor an 
outbreak at a Eugene memory care facility has sickened 18 people—12 residents 
and six staff. Forty-six people currently are considered infectious. Three people 
remain hospitalized. Since the pandemic began, we have seen 726 local cases 
and six deaths officials have tied to the pandemic. County officials say managers 
of Evergreen Memory Care in the Bethel area are working directly with the 
Oregon Health Authority and Lane County Public Health on infection control 
measures and are actively following all public health guidance. Public Health 
spokesman Jason Davis says Evergreen has been a “great partner” during the 
past five-and-a-half months of the pandemic and worked hard to protect residents 
and staff. Davis says that up until now we have been fortunate not to have a 
large-scale outbreak in a local care facility. There have been individual cases 
here and there, but this is the first major outbreak. That said, Davis says this 
situation could happen in any facility because staff and visitors face the risk of 
exposure in the community while the virus is present. Complicating the situation is 
the fact that some people who are infected do not show symptoms but still can 
transmit it to others. ; Lane County Public Health yesterday also received the 
latest infection numbers known as “School Metrics” that are used to help 
determine when it will be safe to begin in-person education. The numbers stand 
at 13 infectious cases per 100,000 people, which is a slight increase over last 
week’s eight per 100,000. Officials have set a target of ten or fewer cases per 
100,000 residents over three weeks, but recent trends indicate Lane County’s 
infection numbers are rising, not falling. In addition, counties must have testing 
positivity rates below five percent. ; The Oregon Health Authority yesterday 
reported 243 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases and six new 
deaths. That raised the state’s death toll to 465. Officials are urging Oregonians to 
continue to stay cautious, especially over the upcoming Labor Day holiday. They 
note that past holiday weekends, including Memorial Day and Fourth of July, have 
led to outbreaks in Oregon among people celebrating in risky ways and led to an 
uptick in statewide COVID-19 cases. They remind you that the safest way to 
celebrate is to avoid groups and gatherings, stay home as much as possible, and 
follow face covering guidance if outside your home. In some cases, this means 
modifying or canceling holiday weekend gatherings to celebrate the end of 
summer in a safe manner. ; Uninsured Oregonians who were not able to sign up 
for private health coverage due to the pandemic still may enroll. HealthCare.gov 
has made it easier for uninsured consumers to enroll in coverage through its 
existing national emergency / major disaster exceptional circumstances special 
enrollment period, also known as SEP. The program is administered through 
FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency. If you experienced a “life 
change” you might be eligible for a standard special enrollment period that allows 
you to sign up for a plan 60 days before or 60 days after. Examples of a life 
change include loss of coverage due to loss of employment, marriage, the 



addition of a new family member, gaining lawful immigration status, and moving to 
a different home. Oregonians who were eligible for a standard special enrollment 
period, but missed the window due to the pandemic, can use the FEMA SEP 
program to enroll in a plan. You will need to submit proof of your life change but 
do not need to submit proof that you have been affected by COVID-19. 
Applications are being accepted at HealthCare.gov if your life change was a loss 
in coverage. Call 800-318-2596 (toll-free) for all other life changes. The program 
is available for people who qualified for the special enrollment period from Jan. 1, 
2020, through to 60 days after the national public health emergency ends. The 
current national declaration is set to end in late October. / TRANSPORTATION, 
SAFETY, HEALTH: The Oregon Department of Transportation is urging Labor 
Day Weekend travelers to pack their patience and allow extra travel time. Officials 
predict an overwhelming number of travelers will be using their cars and staying 
closer to home because of COVID-19. And many of those drivers are expected to 
head to the Oregon Coast. The coast has been a favorite destination this 
summer, leading to periods of significant congestion on U.S. Highway 101 and on 
the roads connecting the Coast and Willamette Valley. Prepare for heavy and 
slow traffic, especially at the beginning and end of the weekend when most 
people are on the road. Expect heavy, slow-moving traffic in small coastal towns 
and cities, as well. Some tips to consider before and during your trip: Plan your 
travel route ahead and physically distance whenever possible to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. Make sure that you and your passengers have several face 
coverings; Oregon businesses are requiring masks for entry because of the 
spread of COVID-19. Carry plenty of hand sanitizer, toilet paper and other 
personal items for sanitation. Keep your fuel tank at least half full. Do not use 
backroads or logging roads to get around traffic congestion; these roads are 
typically unimproved and present many potential hazards. There are many 
restrictions on parking and illegal camping on beach highways and county roads; 
please obey the signs that are there for your safety; in addition, law enforcement 
can cite you for parking illegally. Obey the speed limit; we are seeing a lot of 
excessive speeds and high-speed crashes. Drive sober and do not drive 
distracted; put your cellphone away while you are driving. Protect everyone’s 
health and the environment by disposing of your garbage appropriately. / CRIME: 
It was a tax fraud and identity theft scheme that affected thousands of residents of 
Oregon and Washington. Yesterday, a Texas man was sentenced in Eugene 
federal court to 54 months in federal prison for his role in a nationwide conspiracy 
to commit mail fraud and aggravated identity theft. 37-year-old Oluwole Odunowo 
will serve three years of supervised release once he leaves prison and was 
ordered to pay more than $400,000 in restitution to the IRS. Prosecutors say he is 
the sixth person to be convicted for working with contacts in Nigeria to steal 
details of victims’ identities and electronically file fraudulent tax returns seeking 
bogus refunds in the names of identity theft victims. According to court 
documents, the IRS Criminal Investigation division first heard of the fraud scheme 
in May of 2013, when a victim in Medford notified the agency about false federal 
and Oregon state tax returns that were filed electronically using her and her 
husband’s personal identifying information. Investigators say the scheme lasted 
several years and netted co-conspirators more than $11.6 million in fraudulent tax 
refunds. Odunowo was convicted of using approximately 700 stolen identities he 
received from a co-conspirator and filing fraudulent tax returns seeking more than 



$1.5 million in refund payments. Close to $403,000 in tax refunds were paid by 
the IRS. / CRIME, YOUTH, LEGAL ISSUES: The Boy Scouts of America has 
launched a nationwide advertising campaign to notify victims of decades-old sex 
abuse by Scout leaders that they have until Nov. 16 to seek compensation as part 
of its bankruptcy case. The $6.8 million ad campaign has been approved by a 
bankruptcy judge and aims to alert abuse survivors who might want a share of a 
proposed compensation fund. Law firms say they have already signed up 
thousands of clients to submit claims since the Boy Scouts filed for bankruptcy 
protection in February in the face of hundreds of lawsuits. Lawyer Paul Mones, 
who won a $19.9 million sex-abuse verdict against the Boy Scouts in Oregon in 
2010, described the campaign as historic. He notes this is the first time that the 
Boy Scouts of America has formally and publicly acknowledged on a wide-scale 
basis its long-standing problem of sexual abuse. The bankruptcy has been painful 
for the 110-year-old Boy Scouts, which has been a pillar of American civic life for 
generations and a training ground for future leaders. Its finances were already 
strained by sex-abuse settlements and membership declines from more than four 
million in the 1970s to fewer than two million. Most of the pending sex-abuse 
claims date to the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s, before the Boy Scouts adopted criminal 
background checks, abuse-prevention training for all staff and volunteers, and a 
rule that two or more adult leaders must be present during activities. The potential 
size of the bankruptcy compensation fund is not yet known. The organization is 
expected to contribute a substantial portion of its assets, which include financial 
investments and real estate. The Boy Scouts’ insurers also will be contributing, 
although they have been trying to limit their exposure. / ENVIRONMENT, 
GOVERNMENT: The Trump administration is seeking to fast track environmental 
reviews of dozens of major energy and infrastructure projects during the COVID-
19 pandemic, including the Jordan Cove liquified natural gas terminal in Oregon. 
Other projects include oil and gas drilling, hazardous fuel pipelines, wind farms 
and highway projects in multiple states. That is according to documents provided 
to The Associated Press. The plan to speed up project approvals comes after 
President Trump in June ordered the Interior Department and other agencies to 
scale back environmental reviews under special powers he has during the 
coronavirus emergency. More than 60 projects targeted for expedited 
environmental reviews were detailed in an attachment to a July 15 letter from 
Assistant Interior Secretary Katherine MacGregor to White House economic 
advisor Larry Kudlow. Included on Interior’s list are oil and gas industry proposals 
such as the 5,000-well Converse gas field in Wyoming and the Mountain Valley 
natural gas pipeline in Virginia.  / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT: Portland’s 
police chief has denounced vandalism during protests this week in Oregon's 
largest city. People broke windows and set a fire inside the upscale apartment 
building where Mayor Ted Wheeler lives. The demonstration began late Monday 
and stretched into Tuesday. Wheeler is also the city's police commissioner and 
has been criticized for failing to control months of violent protests and for heading 
up a police force that has used tear gas multiple times against demonstrators. 
There have been nightly protests in Portland for months since the police killing of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis. / MILITARY: More Oregon Army National Guard 
Soldiers return home this week from overseas mobilizations. They are arriving at 
airports across the region, including Eugene, Medford, Redmond, Portland, and 
Seattle-Tacoma. The contingents served in diverse locations, ranging Djibouti 



(say: juh-BOO’-tee) in northeastern Africa, to Kosovo, and Middle Eastern 
countries including Jordan, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates. The 
deployments of the 41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team are part of the second-
largest mobilization of Oregon troops since World War II. The last mobilization of 
Oregonians this size was in 2009 through 2010. Each group of returning soldiers 
spends two weeks in quarantine at their demobilization site in Fort Bliss, Texas, 
prior to their return home to Oregon. The final group of Oregon guardsmen and -
women remain in Kosovo but are scheduled to arrive home before Christmas. / 
COMMUNITY, RECREATION, FAMILIES, YOUTH: The RiverPlay Discovery 
Village Playground at Eugene’s Skinner Butte Park is closed for the next couple 
of weeks for some much-needed repairs. Construction work began on Monday, 
August 31, and should wrap up in mid-September. Crews will replace the rubber 
surfacing with a fresh, non-static turf surface. The entire playground will be 
fenced. The wooden playhouse will be replaced.  
Signs are posted to notify park users of the closure. / RECREATION, FAMILIES, 
HEALTH: Things will look and feel a bit different. But it is another step toward 
returning to normal for families and kids. Willamalane’s swim center, Splash! at 
Lively Park, reopened to the public yesterday. It is located at 6100 Thurston Road 
in Springfield. Splash! Is offering limited capacity afternoon family swims and 
kiddie pools swims instead of traditional rec swims. The large water slide is 
available, but the facility’s wave features will be unavailable for now. Willamalane 
reopened its other aquatic facility, Willamalane Park Swim Center, in June. With 
today’s reopening of Splash!, community members may get back in the pools for 
fun and for exercise. Swimmers interested in fitness may sign up for morning 
exercise. The lap pool will be open all day for lap swimmers. Pre-registration is 
required for all visits. More details and registration information is available at 
www.Willamalane.org/Splash Splash! At Lively Park is open from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday. / RECREATION, WILDLIFE, ENVIRONMENT: The 
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife is asking successful forest grouse and 
mountain quail hunters to return a wing and a tail from each bird they harvest. 
Look for collection barrels (often bright blue with yellow signs) at major road 
junctions or highways in popular hunting areas. You will also find barrels at some 
ODFW offices and popular rural markets. To find specific barrel locations check 
the map at https://arcg.is/18uj5f or call the ODFW office closest to your hunt. 
How to submit your wings and tails: Clip the right wing close to the bird’s 
body. Submit the left wing if the right wing is damaged (i.e. worn or missing 
feathers). Remove all tail and rump feathers by skinning out the lower 2 to 3 
inches of the back of the bird and clipping off the tail. Place wing and tail together 
in provided paper bag and write the date of kill and general location where 
indicated. Please do not use plastic bags, they speed decomposition and make 
the wings and tails hard to use. Put the wing bags inside the collection barrel or 
drop them off at the nearest ODFW office (call in advance to arrange drop off, 
some offices have barrels outside the office). The agency also can send you 
additional bags and postage-paid return envelopes, if needed. Call (503) 947-
6301 for those. Biologist use the wings and tails to collect information on species, 
age, hatch date, and sex ratios of the birds. They use this information to get a 
clearer picture of grouse and quail populations that will help determine hunting 
seasons. Since wing collections started in 1980, hunters have submitted more 
than 30,000 grouse wings. Wing analysis is only one of several surveys ODFW 



uses to monitor forest grouse and mountain quail populations in Oregon. The 
wing data complements other information gathered in production and harvest 
surveys. The season for forest grouse is Sept. 1 through Jan. 31 statewide. There 
is no open season for spruce grouse. Mountain quail seasons is Sept. 1 – Jan. 31 
in Western Oregon and Oct. 10 – Jan. 31 in Eastern Oregon. /  
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HEALTH, SPORTS: Could the Pac-12 be playing football and basketball sooner 
than expected? The conference yesterday announced that each of its 12 
schools—including Oregon and Oregon State—will soon have the capacity to 
perform daily, rapid COVID-19 tests on athletes. Pac-12 Commissioner Larry 
Scott called the deal with the Quidel Corporation a “game-changer.” He said the 
ability to test athletes daily and receive results in 15 minutes could lead to the 
Pac-12 starting its shortened season before the January 1 date set by the 
conference’s university presidents when they postponed fall sports seasons last 
month. The Pac-12 commissioners says Quidel’s “Sofia 2” testing machines 
produce results in just 15 minutes and are highly accurate. He says the tests can 
be run on each individual campus. Each Pac-12 university will receive one of the 
testing machines by the end of this month. Scott says that will enable athletics 
officials to know every day, before every athletic practice or game, that everyone 
participating tested negative for COVID-19. He calls such access to daily rapid-
result testing, “game-changing.” He adds that the improved testing also could 
significantly reduce the amount of coronavirus contact tracing required on each 
campus. Scott declined to disclose the price tag of the Quidel deal. Pac-12 
leaders voted on August 11 to postpone all fall sports through the end of the year, 
in part because testing capacity was so limited. Other concerns were community 
prevalence of COVID-19 and long-term health outcomes related to the virus. 
Commissioner Scott says any return to play would require approvals from public 
health officials in each state where conference schools are located in order to 
resume contact practices and competitions. Assuming they receive it, Scott says 
a six-week football training camp would be needed before teams would be 
prepared to play games. If the testing machines arrive on Pac-12 campuses by 
the end of September, he says the earliest possible start for a conference-only 
season would be mid-November. Scott says he hopes basketball also could begin 
before January 1. Dr. Doug Aukerman, Oregon State University’s Senior 
Associate Athletic Director of Sports Medicine and chair of the Pac-12 Student-
Athlete Health & Well-Being Initiative, says he’s excited about the testing 
development because it gives schools the ability to identify and immediately 
remove someone who has the potential of being infected before they step on the 
practice field. He says the system also puts the health and safety of the 
conference’s student-athletes at the forefront of their decision-making. At the 
same time, The Seattle Times reports the conference is studying the link between 



COVID-19 and cardiac side effects such as myocarditis (meye-oh-car-DEYE’-
tihss)— an inflammation of the heart muscle. Just yesterday, officials with the Big 
Ten revealed that, among their athletes who have tested positive for COVID-19, 
one-third showed symptoms of myocarditis, which can be fatal. An assessment of 
the condition by the Mayo Clinic notes that, in many cases, myocarditis improves 
on its own or with treatment, leading to a complete recovery. But even in mild 
cases, the clinic suggests that those with myocarditis avoid competitive sports for 
at least three to six months. Doug Bryant — the president and CEO of Quidel 
Corporation, which is based out of San Diego — says his company also has 
entered into individual partnerships with several athletics programs outside of the 
Pac-12, but none are planning for daily testing. Pac-12 Commissioner Larry Scott 
praised Quidel as the, quote, “innovation leader in COVID diagnostic tests” and 
said that Quidel produced the first PCR test and nasal swab antigen test to be 
approved nationally by the Food and Drug Administration. / HEALTH, ELDERS: A 
seventh Lane County resident has died from complications of the coronavirus. 
County public health officials announced the death yesterday, saying the 
patient—an 82-year-old man from the Eugene-Springfield area—died Wednesday 
evening from COVID-19-related causes. He had not been hospitalized prior to his 
death. No additional information was released. Earlier in the day, Lane County 
Public Health announced 13 new confirmed or presumptive cases of the 
coronavirus. That put the total cumulative cases since the start of the pandemic at 
750. Forty-six people are considered infectious. Two are hospitalized. The 
Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 274 new confirmed or presumptive 
cases of COVID-19 and three new deaths. That brings the state’s pandemic-
related death toll to 470. ; EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH, POLITICS: The Oregonian 
and OregonLive report that three days of legislative hearings on the crisis at the 
Oregon Employment Department culminated Thursday with emotional testimony 
from several people who described months of frustration waiting for their jobless 
benefits. The unemployed workers described struggling to put food on the table 
and pay the rent, amassing sickening levels of credit card debt, and having 
vehicles repossessed. They complained of long hours spent on hold trying to 
contact the department by phone. Oregon has paid more than $4 billion in 
unemployment benefits since the economic shutdowns began in March, but 
hundreds of thousands of payments were delayed for weeks or months as the 
department struggled to cope with an unprecedented flood of claims. The surge 
saw Oregon’s unemployment spike to an all-time high of 14.9 in April. Reporter 
Mike Rogoway notes that one piece of news that emerged during this week’s 
hearings was that the department plans to pay hundreds of millions of chronically 
delayed “waiting week” benefits to hundreds of thousands of laid-off or furloughed 
Oregonians. That could happen sometime in November, eight months after 
Congress authorized the payments. Rogoway writes that Oregon appears to be 
the only state that has not paid that money, which is for the first week laid-off 
people claim their benefits. Oregon’s payments have been held up by the state’s 
antiquated computer systems and the time it takes experts to write new software 
code—something officials have said might require thousands of personnel hours. 
/ HEALTH, LOW-INCOME: New data compiled by the U.S. Census Bureau finds 
that two-thirds of Oregonians who received a federal stimulus check used at least 
some of the money to buy food. According to an analysis by the non-partisan 
Oregon Center for Public Policy, the next three leading uses of the money were 



paying utilities (49 percent), buying household supplies or personal care products 
(46 percent), and paying rent (33 percent). The Census figures also showed that 
15 percent of respondents reported saving or investing most of the stimulus 
money—most of those in higher-income households. Congress in March 
authorized $1,200 payments to individuals making less than $75,000 a year, or 
less than $150,000 if the recipient filed taxes jointly with a spouse. The payments 
phased out for individuals or families making above those income amounts. 
Families also received an extra $500 for each dependent child. Census data 
indicates about 2.8 million Oregon adults live in households that received or 
expected to receive a stimulus payment. Significant racial and ethnic disparities 
exist in terms of the use of the funds. For example, while 17 percent of white 
adults reported using most of the payment to add to savings, only 8 percent of 
Latino adults and 7 percent of adults reporting two or more races reported doing 
the same. / POLITICS, CRIME, RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW  ENFORCEMENT: The 
man suspected of fatally shooting a supporter of a right-wing group in Portland 
last week was killed late Thursday as a fugitive task force tried to arrest him in 
western Washington. The U.S. Marshals Service said 48-year-old Michael 
Reinoehl was killed Thursday when he pulled a gun after federal agents 
confronted and attempted to arrest him near Lacey, Washington, near Olympia. 
Authorities say Reinoehl was a suspect in the killing of 39-year-old Aaron "Jay" 
Danielson, who was fatally shot on the streets of Portland on Saturday night. It 
came after pro-Trump demonstrators and counterprotesters clashed in several 
locations downtown. Investigators say Reinoehl—a self-proclaimed antifa 
supporter—was a regular participant at the demonstrations that have roiled 
Portland for months. The sheriff in Washington state’s Thurston County says four 
members of the task force fired their weapons, including members from local city 
police and county sheriff's departments. ; With protests in Portland nearing the 
100-day mark, Oregon Governor Kate Brown and other Democratic leaders are 
calling for an end to violence. It comes as federal agents continuing to investigate 
and arrest protesters who allegedly assaulted law enforcement officers in recent 
weeks. Protests have erupted daily in Portland since the killing of George Floyd. 
But what started out as peaceful demonstrations for racial justice now are now 
are punctuated by clashes between far-left and far-right protesters. Brown's 
statement condemning the violence was signed by close to two-dozen state and 
local politicians, as well as a host of organizations including the local chapter of 
the NAACP, and professional sports teams like the Portland Trailblazers, the 
Portland Timbers, and the Portland Thorns. ; More than 500 volunteers gathered 
yesterday in parts of downtown Portland to pick up trash. The event, organized by 
the SOLVE, Portland Business Alliance, and Portland Lodging Alliance comes 
after months of protests downtown. Supporters hope it sends a message that 
Portland’s downtown businesses are safe and clean places to visit. Organizers 
estimate the volunteers collected close to 3,300 pounds of trash. The Oregonian 
and OregonLive report that among those taking part was Portland Mayor Ted 
Wheeler, who said he wants to see improvements in the way the city holds 
repeat-offenders accountable amid the nightly protests. ; Two members of a 
Portland police oversight panel have resigned. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
reports one says they are leaving because of the lack of city accountability for bad 
policing decisions and the other is criticizing the city’s, quote, “failed” response to 
ongoing protests. A third member resigned because she is moving to Seattle. The 



committee is an 11-member volunteer group that hears appeals of police findings 
on complaints made against officers. The citizen panel has struggled with high 
turnover, and the changes come as a ballot measure heads to voters in 
November that would overhaul the police oversight system. ; Portland was once 
hailed as one of the most livable U.S. cities. But now Oregon's largest city is 
grappling with an uncertain future as it reaches a stunning benchmark of 100 
consecutive nights of Black Lives Matter protests. Many have been marred by 
vandalism, and chaos and there was a killing last weekend and the fatal shooting 
of the suspect on Thursday. The demonstrations have divided residents and 
made Portland a big focus of President Trump’s “law and order” re-election 
campaign theme. The slaying of a Trump supporter last weekend who was with a 
pro-Trump caravan has pushed the city toward a breaking point. ; The White 
House says President Trump's latest threat to cut federal dollars to certain big 
cities is aimed at spurring them to do more to quell violence. But Democratic and 
local leaders yesterday dismissed the threat as a political gimmick, saying it is 
unlikely to stand up in court if implemented. The president's threat came on 
Wednesday and resembles his previous effort to cut funding for sanctuary cities 
to force them to comply with more stringent immigration policies. The 7th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals has said the effort to cut funding violates separation-of-
powers provisions enshrined in the U.S. Constitution. / DISASTERS, 
ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, SAFETY, CRIME: Crews battling the Sweet 
Creek Milepost 2 Fire near Mapleton yesterday pushed their mop up operations 
150 to 200 feet into the fire’s interior. Overnight, personnel using handheld 
infrared thermal imaging cameras planned to re-check containment lines and 
extend the mop up in another 25 to 50 feet. Fire managers say Wednesday 
evening’s burnout operation on the northwest corner of the blaze was successful. 
On Thursday, helicopters continued to drop water on that portion of the fire, 
cooling remaining hot spots. The blaze has scorched 382 acres in steep terrain 
south of the Siuslaw River. But containment now is estimated at 45 percent. 
Officials say low temperatures and high relative humidity, combined with lower 
wind speeds, helped significantly decrease fire activity. But some daytime gusts 
toppled snags within the fire perimeter and rolling debris loosened by the fire—
including rocks, trees, and vegetation—continue to close Sweet Creek Road to 
public travel. The Siuslaw River remains closed to boat traffic from the Highway 
126 Bridge to Tiernan Landing. The closure is intended to protect public safety 
while helicopters are dipping buckets to support fire operations. The smoke and 
some flames remain visible from Highway 126. Drivers: Keep an eye out for fire 
and emergency vehicles and expect slowdowns. Some local road closures are in 
place near the fires. Some evacuations remain in place with other rural residents 
on standby for possible evacuation. The Lane Regional Air Protection Agency 
(LRAPA) has teamed up with a local community volunteer to place a particulate 
matter air sensor in the Mapleton Area. The sensor will contribute data to help 
LRAPA track air quality throughout Lane County. To learn more about the 
PurpleAir Monitor and see real-time data from Mapleton, visit 
http://www.lrapa.org/301/Particulate-Matter-Air-Sensors See updates on that and 
local road closures at www.lanecounty.org/sweetcreekfires For a map of the 
evacuation areas, visit https://sartopo.com/m/QRCS ; Hot, dry, windy weather 
earlier this week tripled the size of the Beachie Creek Fire, which is burning in 
steep, virtually inaccessible terrain in the Opal Creek Wilderness east of Salem. 



The Beachie Creek Fire has grown to more than 150 acres and remains zero 
percent contained. Because crews are unable to reach the fire lines by foot, 
helicopters are dumping water on hot spots and trying to control the spread of the 
blaze. On the ground, crews continue to use a road graders, backhoe, water 
tender, and hand tools to use existing nearby forest roads to create fire lines. The 
blaze, first reported on August 16, has forced the closure of some popular trails 
and camping areas in the Opal Creek Wilderness.  ENVIRONMENT, FISHERIES: 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reports a record return of more than 800 
spring Chinook salmon this year at Fall Creek Dam. Greg Taylor, a fisheries 
biologist with the Corps’ Portland District, says the number is more than double 
the 10-year average return rate. He says Fall Creek reservoir drawdowns helped 
more juvenile fish pass downstream with a higher survival rate. Taylor adds the 
drawdowns also help reduce the numbers of nonnative fish that feed on or 
compete with the young salmon in the lake. He says that should help ensure 
more young spring Chinook will survive next year, as well. Biologist from the 
Corps operate the Fall Creek Adult Fish Facility, located at the base of the dam, 
and work with partners from the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service. At the facility, biologists collect returning 
salmon and record data about them such as size, weight, gender, whether they 
are hatchery or wild, and overall health. Then the fish are transported by truck 
upstream to spawn. Fall Creek is a tributary of the Middle Fork Willamette River in 
Lane County, Oregon. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers owns and operates Fall 
Creek Dam, circa 1966. The dam works in coordination with Lookout Point and 
Hills Creek dams to provide flood risk management, water quality improvement, 
irrigation, recreation, and habitat for fish and wildlife. /. TRANSPORTAATION, 
COMMUNITY: Lane Transit District buses are not running on Labor Day. That 
includes RideSource and the Cottage Grove Connector. But LTD officials say 
regular service resumes on Tuesday. / GOVERNMENT, COMMUNITY, 
ECONOMY: Census workers continue to visit households in Lane County as they 
wrap up the nation’s once-a-decade headcount. So far, close to 65 percent of all 
U.S. households have responded online—68 percent in Oregon—by phone, or by 
mail. Lane County’s response rate is a bit higher: just above 70 percent. Add to 
that the 17 percent of households nationwide that have been counted by census 
takers and other field data collection operations, and the total U.S. response rate 
stands at slightly more than 82 percent. The Census Bureau is working to count 
the remaining households with workers knocking on doors and by mailing final 
reminders and paper questionnaires to those who have not responded. If you 
have not sent in your Census information, you’re asked to do so by the end of the 
month. The U.S. Constitution mandates a national headcount every 10 years. The 
numbers not only determine the number of seats each state holds in the U.S. 
House of Representatives but sets the formulas for allocating (b)billions of dollars 
in federal funds to states and local governments for the next ten years. If 
Oregonians are not fully counted, we stand to lose a share of that money. Learn 
more at https://2020census.gov/ /  
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY. COMMUNITY, TRANSPORTATION, 
HEALTH, UTILITIES, CRIME, VETERANS: 
LANE COUNTY AND OTHER OREGON WILDFIRES: 
A Red Flag Warning remains in effect through Wednesday evening for elevated 
risk of wildfire due to hot, dry conditions, winds, and low humidity. An Air Quality 
Advisory for wildfire smoke has been issued for the Willamette Valley and much 
of Western Oregon. 
NOTE: The wildfires up the McKenzie Valley continue to advance as crews 
struggle against dry fuels, gusty winds, climbing temperatures, and choking 
smoke. Here are useful web links for you to monitor the situation throughout the 
day (remember to refresh these pages every few minutes for updates): 

 Lane County Government is sharing many evacuation and related 
notices. Go to https://www.lanecounty.org/ to see the county’s main page. 
Links to the latest wildfire emergency are at the top of the page. 

 This is the Lane County Government link for the fires up the McKenzie: 
https://www.lanecounty.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=17035134 There are 
drop-don menus with everything from evacuations to safety. Be sure to 
refresh this page frequently to see fresh updates. 

 Lane County and the Lane County Sheriff’s Office are also posting these 
updates on Facebook, sometimes with a bit of a lag, at 
https://www.facebook.com/LaneCountyGovernment/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/LaneCountySheriffsOffice/  

 It is unconfirmed but there is anecdotal information on the Blue River 
Community Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/blueriverbulletinboard/ Heartbreaking 
stuff, as people try to locate family, friends, and neighbors or share 
stories and photos. 

 My Facebook page will be updated throughout the day, although I’m 
going to need occasional breaks. https://www.facebook.com/TracyKKNU 

 The American Red Cross has a website to help evacuees and family 
reconnect called Safe & Well 
https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/index.php  

 I’d suggest following Upper McKenzie Fire on Broadcastify 
(https://www.broadcastify.com/listen/ctid/2224 ), but their feed has been 
down since last night when power was cut / lost to cellular towers and 



antennae. I’m also not sure what of their infrastructure might still be 
standing. Most emergency communications have moved to other fire 
channels but are on two-hour delays on that website. 

 TripCheck continues to provide updates on closures, as well as other fire 
delays and highway closures across Western Oregon at 
https://www.tripcheck.com/ 

 If you want to correlate the evacuations and highway closures to Milepost 
numbers, this is a good statewide mapping resource: 
https://data.oregon.gov/dataset/Milepost-Map/5hxa-j63r 

 The National Weather Service updates are, for lack of a better word, ugly. 
Forecasted high of 95 under a pall of smoke in Eugene-Springfield 
(https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=44.0499&lon=-123.0885 ) 
and temperatures could climb close to 90 up the McKenzie, to 88 with 
smoke drifting in from the wildfires in Florence. 

 Also, go to FlashNet’s www.flashalerteugene.net page for multiple 
agency  

(TB-Fire) – Here’s the updated evacuation notices for the McKenzie Valley: 
LEVEL THREE: “GO NOW”: 

 A LEVEL 3 “GO NOW” Evacuation Notice has been issued for everyone 
from Walterville Elementary all the way east to the McKenzie River 
Ranger Station, including all roads to the north and south of the highway. 

 Highway 126 is closed to all but evacuees and emergency vehicles from 
the eastern edge of Springfield to Milepost 55 at Belknap Springs. Watch 
for debris on local roadways, which might be closed by fire, downed 
powerlines, and trees. 

 In Springfield, only local traffic is allowed on Highway 126 (Main Street) 
past 69th Street. Avoid the area and leave the road open for responders 
and evacuation. 

 Level 3 means leave immediately! Do NOT take time to gather things. GO 
NOW! DO NOT delay leaving your property to gather any belongings or 
make efforts to protect your home.   If you choose to ignore this notice, 
public safety personnel may not be available to assist you further. 

LEVEL TWO: “BE SET”: 

 LEVEL 2 “BE SET” EVACUATION NOTICE has been issued for all 
residents from Walterville Elementary west to Thurston Road, including 
Deerhorn Road and all adjoining roads. 

 A LEVEL 2 “BE SET” Evacuation Notice has been posted for residents 
from the McKenzie River Ranger Station to the junction of Highway 126 
and U.S. Highway 20 (the Santiam Junction). 

 Level 2 “BE SET” indicates there is significant danger to your area and 
residents should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with 
family/friends outside of the affected area. Be ready to evacuate at a 
moment's notice. 

EVACUATION POINTS: 

 The evacuation point is Thurston High School (333 58th St, Springfield, 
OR 97478) for those who are able to evacuate from Blue River and areas 
to the west of Blue River. 

 Those who are east of Blue River should head over the mountains for the 



evacuation point at the Deschutes County Fairgrounds in Redmond (3800 
SE Airport Way). 

Lane Transit update: 

 Due to forest fires and heavy smoke, Lane Transit District (LTD) has 
suspended Route 91 bus service to McKenzie Bridge until further notice. 

 LTD has 40-foot buses available to support emergency personnel in the 
evacuation of residents affected by the fires in the area to Thurston High 
School. 

 The first LTD bus is being located in the Walterville School parking lot. 

 Emergency personnel will manage all evacuation activities. 
Residents in the area are asked to follow directions from emergency 
management officials concerning evacuation and safety measures during 
this time. 

Community Support: 

 Willamalane is opening its Bob Keefer Center (250 S 32nd St, Springfield, 
OR 97478) and Willamalane Adult Activity Center (215 W. C St., 
Springfield, OR 97477) as temporary rescue shelters for community 
members  who have been evacuated or lost power. These shelters are 
open effective immediately. 

o These sites will have capacity limits, adhere to social distancing 
requirements, and include other regular sanitation protocols as 
required with current health guidelines. 

o Willamalane cannot offer showers right now, but that status may 
change as the situation progresses.  

o Willamalane will not be charging any fees for people to use their 
facilities for temporary shelter. 

o The Bob Keefer Center parking lot is allowing RV parking. There 
are limited spaces available.  

 Lots of community groups and individuals are stepping up to help out as 
we deal with these wildfire emergencies along the McKenzie Valley. For 
example, the Springfield Moose Lodge 1726 & WOTM Chapter 1440 
members have opened their parking lot to evacuees who need to park 
while they await updates. The Springfield Moose Lodge is also assisting 
with food from its kitchen. 

 There is an informal network of people stepping up to assist with housing 
livestock ranging from horse and cattle to goats, sheep, swine, and 
poultry, for those forced to evacuate. 

LEVEL 1: “BE READY”: 

 Currently no areas are on Level 1. 

 Level 1 means residents should be aware of the danger, monitor 
emergency services websites and local media outlets. This is the time for 
preparation and precautionary movements of persons with special needs, 
pets, and livestock. 

LANE COUNTY GOVERNMENT UPDATES: 
The wildfire in the McKenzie Valley, now known as the Holiday Farm Fire, 
continues to burn. It is being driven by strong east winds that are sending embers 
and heavy smoke down the valley. 
During this morning’s (Tues., 9/8) emergency meeting of the Lane County Board 



of Commissioners, County Administrator Steve Mokrohisky (muhk-ruh-HEYE’-
skee) noted that the blaze traveled 13 miles overnight and has burned an 
estimated 35,000 acres—although poor visibility and heavy smoke are hampering 
assessments. 
Mokrohisky says he’s been told the damage to the unincorporated community of 
Blue River is “catastrophic,” with between 80-100 homes destroyed and the 
expectation that crews will discover many more burned homes and businesses. 
While there have been no deaths reported so far, Mokrohisky says fire officials 
say we “should expect loss of life from this fire.” 
EVACUEES: 
It has been a night of rushed evacuations, frantic efforts to connect with friends, 
neighbors and loved ones, and an exhausting, running battle for firefighters in the 
McKenzie Valley. 
Evacuating residents shared photos of burning buildings, concerns about fires 
near trailer parks, and stories of pounding the doors of nearby homes during 
frantic minutes of evacuation. Some residents shared terrifying stories of pulling 
out of their driveways as their lawns caught fire. Other shared heartbreaking 
photos of their neighborhood church in flames. 
For fire crews, it was a dangerous situation as the blaze swept down the 
McKenzie Valley, forcing them to retreat from some locations while embers fell 
around them, sparking spot fires. Conditions remain hazardous this morning. 
The McKenzie Valley poses special challenges both for fighting wildfires and 
evacuating residents. It is a narrow valley with a single highway that connects the 
string of communities and no good alternate routes. The terrain also limits aerial 
operations when wildfire smoke greatly reduces visibility. 
AIR QUALITY: 
It was an ugly sunrise this morning in the southern Willamette Valley. And calling 
it a “sunrise” is a misnomer. From most locations, the sun still is not visible. Might 
not be all day. Instead, an ugly pall of smoke hangs heavy over our cities. 
The ash that is falling across Eugene-Springfield comes from those devastating 
overnight wildfires up the McKenzie. They were fueled by a long dry spell, high 
temperatures, and hot, dry winds. 
The wildfire ash contains fragments of trees, shrubs, grasses, and other brush. 
But as homes and businesses burned in the string of communities that line the 
river, the ash also contains portions of people’s homes and livelihoods. 
Life in the McKenzie Valley will take a long time to recover and may never be the 
same. 
We still do not know the severity of the damage. This is still a dynamic situation. 
The battle is far from over. 
UTILITIES: 
For utility crews, the wildfires and overnight winds caused thousands of outages 
and presented challenging conditions. 
In some locations, conditions were so hazardous utility workers must wait for 
daylight to work on powerlines. In others, trees and limbs toppled on lines and 
homes. Power cannot be restored until the debris is cleared. 
As the wildfire risk reached a critical level, a number of utilities shut down rural 
substations as a precaution to reduce the chance a falling powerline might spark 
a blaze. 
In some cases, rural electrical customers were warned they might be without 



power for days. 
FIREFIGHTERS: 
Choking smoke, persistent ashfall, a growing list of evacuations, and a nighttime 
sky that at times glowed red. 
It has been a nerve-wracking night for residents of the McKenzie Valley, who saw 
a wildfire between Blue River and McKenzie Bridge grow as it was driven by east 
winds. Those gusts forced embers down the valley, leading to a rolling series of 
evacuation announcements. 
It has been an exhausting fight for firefighters, who have seen the blaze grow in 
leaps and bounds. Because of the dynamic nature of the situation, there is not 
much detail on what has burned or where. But many are bracing for the worst, hot 
temperatures, gusty winds, and low humidity fueled dry conditions in recent 
weeks and catastrophic conditions overnight. 
The fires forced shutdowns of several electrical substations up the McKenzie 
Valley. High winds also brought down trees and limbs across Western Oregon, 
leaving thousands without power across the region. 
Meantime, in the Coast Range, an evacuation notice for a wildfire near 
Swisshome has been canceled. 
AIR QUALITY AND HEALTH: The Lane Regional Air Protection Agency and 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality have issued an Air Quality Advisory 
for wildfire smoke which is in effect until 5 p.m. this evening. 
Wildfires combined with heat, low humidity, and east winds are causing air quality 
to reach unhealthy levels at times through this afternoon. 

 Pollutants in smoke can cause burning eyes, runny nose, aggravate heart 
and lung diseases, and aggravate other serious health problems. 

 Avoid strenuous outdoor activity. Stay indoors if possible, and keep 
windows and doors closed. 

 Use high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters if possible. 
 Follow medical advice if you have a heart or lung condition. 

 Cloth, dust, and surgical do not protect from the harmful particles in 
smoke. N95 masks that are tested to ensure proper fit and that are worn 
correctly may provide protection. 

Smoke levels could change rapidly. Check current conditions and more 
information about air quality at: 
Lane Regional Air Protection Agency at www.lrapa.org  
Oregon Dept of Environmental Quality at www.oregon.gov/DEQ  
Southwest Clear Air Agency at www.swcleanair.org  
Additional information on wildfire smoke and COVID-19 can be found on the 
Centers for Disease Control webpage at https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/covid-
19/wildfire_smoke_covid-19.html  
DEQ’s color-coded Air Quality Index at https://ordeq.org/oregonair provides 
current air quality conditions and ranks air quality as follows: Green is good. 
Yellow is moderate. Orange is unhealthy for sensitive groups: children, seniors, 
pregnant women, and those with respiratory conditions. Red is unhealthy for 
everyone. Purple is very unhealthy for everyone. Maroon is hazardous. 
Find more information on the Oregon Smoke Blog at 
http://oregonsmoke.blogspot.com  
OREGON FIRES: 



Most of our wildfire smoke is coming from three major sources: The fires up the 
McKenzie Valley, and the Beachie Creek Fire and the Lionshead Fire in the 
Cascades. 
The Beachie Creek Fire is burning in the Opal Creek Wilderness east of Salem in 
steep, virtually inaccessible terrain. Over the weekend it grew to more than 500 
acres and has prompted evacuations at Brietenbush Hot Springs, the Devil’s 
Creek summer home community. Residents of the town of Detroit have been told 
to be ready to evacuate, if necessary. 
The Marion County Sheriff's Office has issued a Level 3 or "Go" Evacuation 
notice to residents in the Santiam Canyon that includes the communities of 
Gates, Mill City, Detroit, Idanha, Mehama, and the North Fork corridor. 
Highway 22 is closed eastbound from Stayton to Santiam Junction to allow 
evacuees and fire personnel clear passage. 
The Lionshead Fire grew rapidly over the weekend to more than 18,600 acres 
and is only 31 percent contained. It prompted the closure of the Mt. Jefferson 
Wilderness and 40 miles of the Pacific Crest Trail. 
Other fires include a blazed near Glide in Douglas County that has forced some 
evacuations. 
MAPLETON FIRE: 
All evacuation notices have been lifted in connection with the Sweet Creek 
Milepost 2 Fire burning outside of Mapleton. The blaze has burned more than 300 
acres but now is fully contained. 
Sweet Creek Road remains closed and a stretch of the Siuslaw River between 
the Mapleton Bridge and Tiernan Landing is closed to boaters while helicopters 
scoop water to douse hotspots. 
Last week, a 44-year-old Mapleton man was arrested and charged with Arson in 
the case. 
VETERANS: 
Veterans, officials with the Roseburg VA Health Care System (RVAHCS) have 
activated their Incident Command to assist enrolled Veterans, beneficiaries and 
employees at VA facilities in Roseburg and Eugene.  
The Incident Command team will contact all Veterans residing in areas of 
Douglas and Lane Counties to aid as needed using available VA services, such 
as U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development-VA Supportive Housing 
(HUD-VASH) Program. RVAHCS is working to contact all Veterans and 
employees living in areas affected by evacuations. Veterans are encouraged to 
answer all phone calls from “541-440-1000” as this is the number which will show 
on recipients’ caller IDs.  
Updates will be sent to Veterans and beneficiaries using official email(s) using our 
GovDelivery service, social media and Press Release(s).  
The RVAHCS social media are at:  
• Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/VARoseburg  
• Twitter – https://twitter.com/VARoseburg  
• Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/varoseburg/  
To sign-up for the RVAHCS GovDelivery service to receive the latest news and 
updates, please visit https://www.roseburg.va.gov/ and enter your email under 
“Subscribe to Receive Email Updates” on the right side of the page. 
Websites and social media links for non-VA organizations* are at:  
• American Red Cross Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/redcross  



• American Red Cross Cascades Region Twitter - 
https://twitter.com/RedCrossCasc  
• Douglas County Website – https://www.co.douglas.or.us/  
• Lane County Website - https://lanecounty.org/  
• Douglas Forest Protective Association - https://www.dfpa.net/  
HEALTH, ELDERS, COMMUNITY: Over the three-day weekend, Lane County 
Public health announced two more deaths from COVID-19. 
On Saturday, they said a 78-year-old woman had died the day before from 
COVID-19-related causes. She had not been hospitalized prior to his death. No 
additional information was released. 
On Monday, public health officials said an 89-year-old man from the Eugene-
Springfield area had died on Saturday evening from complications of COVID-19. 
He had been hospitalized for several days prior to his death. 
This brings to nine the number of people who have died in Lane County from the 
coronavirus. 
Fifty-three patients are considered infectious. One is hospitalized. Close to two 
dozen local cases are tied to an outbreak among staff and residents of a Eugene 
memory care facility. Since the pandemic arrived in our area, 776 people have 
tested positive for the virus. 
The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 154 new confirmed or 
presumptive cases of COVID-19 and one new death. That brings the state’s 
pandemic-related death toll to 482. 
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LANE COUNTY AND OTHER OREGON WILDFIRES 
A Red Flag Warning remains in effect through 8 p.m. this evening for elevated 
risk of wildfire due to hot, dry conditions, gusty winds, and low humidity. An Air 
Quality Advisory remain in effect until noon Thursday for wildfire smoke in the 
Willamette Valley and across much of Western and Southern Oregon. 
NOTE: Here are useful web links for you to monitor the wildfire situation 
throughout the day (remember to refresh these pages every few minutes): 

 Lane County Government is sharing many evacuation and related 
notices. Go to https://www.lanecounty.org/ to see the county’s main page. 
Links to the latest wildfire emergency are at the top of the page. 

 This is the Lane County Government link for the fires up the McKenzie: 
https://www.lanecounty.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=17035134 There are 
drop-don menus with everything from evacuations to safety. Be sure to 
refresh this page frequently to see fresh updates. 

 Lane County and the Lane County Sheriff’s Office are also posting these 
updates on Facebook, sometimes with a bit of a lag, at 
https://www.facebook.com/LaneCountyGovernment/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/LaneCountySheriffsOffice/  

 Inciweb is the official federal website for the nation’s large fires. This is 
the Holiday Farm Fire link: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7170/  

 It is unconfirmed but there is anecdotal information on the Blue River 
Community Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/blueriverbulletinboard/ Heartbreaking 
stuff, as people try to locate family, friends, and neighbors or share 
stories and photos. 

 My Facebook page will be updated throughout the day at 
https://www.facebook.com/TracyKKNU 

 The American Red Cross has a website to help evacuees and family 
reconnect called Safe & Well 
https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/index.php  

 I’d suggest following Upper McKenzie Fire on Broadcastify 
(https://www.broadcastify.com/listen/ctid/2224 ), but their feed has been 
down since last night when power was cut / lost to cellular towers and 



antennae. I’m also not sure what of their infrastructure might still be 
standing. Most emergency communications have moved to other fire 
channels but are on two-hour delays on that website. 

 TripCheck continues to provide updates on closures, as well as other fire 
delays and highway closures across Western Oregon at 
https://www.tripcheck.com/ 

 If you want to correlate the evacuations and highway closures to Milepost 
numbers, this is a good statewide mapping resource: 
https://data.oregon.gov/dataset/Milepost-Map/5hxa-j63r 

 The National Weather Service updates are at 
https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=44.0499&lon=-123.0885  

 Also, go to FlashNet’s www.flashalerteugene.net page for multiple 
agency updates. 

(TB-Fire) – Here are the updated evacuation notices for the McKenzie Valley: 
LEVEL THREE: “GO NOW”: 

 A LEVEL 3 “GO NOW” Evacuation Notice remains in effect from 
Walterville Elementary east to the McKenzie River Ranger Station, 
including all roads to the north and south of the highway. 

 Yesterday evening, a LEVEL 3 “GO NOW” Evacuation Notice was issued 
for Upper Camp Creek Road and residents past Wendling Road on either 
side of Marcola Road, and for the Mohawk Valley north of Marcola Road 
and Hill Roads. 

 Level 3 means leave immediately! Do NOT take time to gather things. GO 
NOW! DO NOT delay leaving your property to gather any belongings or 
make efforts to protect your home.   If you choose to ignore this notice, 
public safety personnel may not be available to assist you further. 

 The Evacuation Points remain Thurston High School (333 58th St, 
Springfield, OR 97478) for those who evacuated from the community of 
Blue River or locations west of there. 

 Those east of Blue River continue to be directed to the Deschutes County 
Fairgrounds in Redmond (3800 SE Airport Way). 

LEVEL TWO: “BE SET”: 

 A LEVEL 2 “BE SET” Evacuation Notice was issued yesterday evening 
for residents on either side of Marcola Road before Wendling Road, 
including Camp Creek Road. 

 A LEVEL 2 “BE SET” Evacuation Notice remains in place for all residents 
from Walterville Elementary west to Thurston Road, including Deerhorn 
Road and all adjoining roads. 

 A LEVEL 2 “BE SET” Evacuation Notice remains in effect for all residents 
and campers in the area between the McKenzie River Ranger Station 
and Santiam Junction (the junction of Oregon Highway 126 and U.S. 
Highway 20. 

 Level 2 “BE SET” indicates there is significant danger to your area and 
residents should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with 
family/friends outside of the affected area. Be ready to evacuate at a 
moment's notice. 

LEVEL 1: “BE READY”: 

 A LEVEL 1 “BE READY” Evacuation Notice remains in place for the Fall 



Creek, Winberry, and Lowell areas north from Hills Creek to the Signal 
Point Boat Ramp. 

 Level 1 means residents should be aware of the danger, monitor 
emergency services websites and local media outlets. This is the time for 
preparation and precautionary movements of persons with special needs, 
pets, and livestock. 

LANE COUNTY NON-EMERGENCY CALL CENTER: 

 Residents who are affected by the Holiday Farm Fire (the McKenzie Fire) 
who have inquiries may call Lane County’s non-emergency call center at 
541-682-3977 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. After-hours 
calls will be transferred to the Sheriff’s Office non-emergency phone line. 

LANE TRANSIT UPDATE: 

 Lane Transit District yesterday suspended its Route 91 bus service to 
McKenzie Bridge until further notice but put a number of its 40-foot buses 
into use to support emergency personnel and evacuation efforts. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT: 

 Willamalane yesterday opened its Bob Keefer Center (250 S 32nd St, 
Springfield, OR 97478) and Willamalane Adult Activity Center (215 W. C 
St., Springfield, OR 97477) as temporary rescue shelters for community 
members who have been evacuated or lost power. 

 These sites will have capacity limits, adhere to social distancing 
requirements, and include other regular sanitation protocols as required 
with current health guidelines. Willamalane cannot offer showers right 
now, but that status may change. Willamalane will not be charging any 
fees for people to use their facilities for temporary shelter. The Bob 
Keefer Center parking lot is allowing RV parking. There are limited 
spaces available.  

FIRE UPDATE: 
By yesterday evening, it had scorched 37,000 acres and was zero percent 
contained. As we await this morning’s update, that is the key part of yesterday’s 
assessment from the Oregon State Fire Marshal about the Holiday Farm Fire 
burning up the McKenzie Valley: 

 The cause of the fire has not been determined. 

 The fire on Tuesday was burning on both sides of Highway 126 and the 
McKenzie River, moving west from approximately mile post 47 and at 
sunset last night was two miles past Vida. 

 The governor has declared the fire a conflagration, which allows local 
resources from across the state to help. However firefighting resources 
are extremely scarce due to the large number of fires burning in Oregon 
and along the entire West Coast. 

 There were a number of residents who were unable to evacuate due to 
roads blocked by fire and debris. After several roads were cleared, 
firefighters helped 46 people escape the evacuation zone Tuesday 
afternoon. 

 Three Lane County Task Force teams responded around 8:30 p.m. 
Monday night to help fight the fire. They were blocked in due to fallen 
debris on roads. The crew was in a safe area and no firefighters were 
injured. On Tuesday afternoon, the road was been cleared and those 



firefighters were able to return to the firefight. 

 Rescue, evacuation work and road clearing continue throughout the area. 

 Despite the work of fire crews, fast-moving flames destroyed homes and 
structures Monday night and during the day on Tuesday. 

 Crews are working to find anyone still trapped in their homes and to 
continue to assess the damage. 

 The fire damaged communications towers throughout the area. 
Communications are limited along the Highway 126 corridor. Teams are 
working to reestablish effective communications. 

 Additional wild land fire suppression resources, including an Oregon 
Department of Forestry Type 1 Incident Management Team, are 
continuing to arrive. 

LANE COUNTY GOVERNMENT: 
As the wildfire in the McKenzie Valley, now known as the Holiday Farm Fire, 
continues to burn there still are limited updates on what was destroyed and 
damaged. 
During yesterday’s emergency meeting of the Lane County Board of 
Commissioners, County Administrator Steve Mokrohisky (muhk-ruh-HEYE’-skee) 
noted that the blaze traveled 13 miles Monday night and burned more than 
35,000 acres. 
Mokrohisky (muhk-ruh-HEYE’-skee) said he was told the damage to the 
unincorporated community of Blue River is “catastrophic,” with between 80-100 
homes destroyed and the expectation that crews will discover many more burned 
homes and businesses. 
While there have been no deaths reported so far, Mokrohisky says fire officials 
said we, quote, “should expect loss of life from this fire.” 
COMMUNITY: 
There is some good news this morning: The iconic Goodpasture Covered Bridge 
is still standing. 
Fire crews shared video from Monday night into early Tuesday morning as they 
spread a layer of protective foam on the bed of the bridge while flames from the 
Holiday Farm Fire burned on nearby hillsides. 
Last night, a fighter shared a nighttime photo of the bridge to show it was still 
there. 
The white-painted Goodpasture Covered Bridge spans the McKenzie River near 
Vida. Built in 1938 and restored in the late 1980s, it is the second-longest covered 
bridge in Oregon and is on the National Register of Historic Places. 
UTILITIES: 
Many Lane County residents spent the night without power, either because crews 
were unable to restore all service yesterday or because utilities de-energized their 
lines as a precaution to reduce the risk of additional wildfires. 
At 6 p.m., Lane Electric de-energized its lines as winds began increasing across 
its service areas—posing the risk that a falling tree or other debris could take 
down a power line and spark a blaze. 
Crews are reassessing conditions this morning as winds ease along but Lane 
Electric officials say members should plan for additional shutoffs later today 
should temperatures and windy conditions escalate. 
Officials with the Eugene Water & Electric Board restored service to all of their 



Eugene customers yesterday but they were forced to retreat mid-afternoon from 
their efforts to re-energize a feeder line from the Hayden Bridge Substation to 
Camp Creek Road when the fire in the McKenzie Valley continued to advance. 
That forced precautionary shutdowns of EWEB’s Thurston, Hayden Bridge, 
Walterville, Holden Creek, and Blue River substations to reduce the risk of 
sparking new wildfires. Last night’s anticipated gusty winds prevented crews from 
re-energize the powerlines between Thurston and Walterville. 
TRANSPORTATION: 
Yesterday, officials closed Highway 126 to all but first responders and departing 
evacuees at 69th and Main Streets in Springfield. Flaggers are allowing some 
nearby residents through to Deerhorn road and the Walterville School, but they 
need to stop before they are cleared to proceed. 
We heard this morning from Loren Ruark with KVAL who is filming at 69th and 
Main and he says that, unfortunately, not all drivers are doing that. 
It is creating a huge safety issue for the flaggers and complications for firefighters 
and emergency workers trying to restrict traffic on the McKenzie Highway to 
essential vehicles. 
It should go without saying but we are going to say it: Stop when the flaggers 
indicate you need to stop. Do not drive past them. Do not put people at risk. Do 
not slow the emergency response up the McKenzie Valley. 
FIRE RISK: 
With all the big fires up the McKenzie, North Umpqua, and Santiam River 
Canyons, we do not need any major fires here in Central Lane County. 
We got a break last night. Lane Fire Authority responded quickly to a fast-
spreading grass fire north of Fern Ridge Reservoir. 
Crews got the blaze, located just west of Kirk Road on Clear Lake Road, under 
control but say they will kept units on the scene to mop up hot spots and will 
continue to monitor the burned area for the next week or so. 
DRY WEATHER: 
It has been a long, dry stretch of summer weather here in Lane County. 
According to the National Weather Service office in Portland, our last measurable 
rainfall was on August 21—and then it was only 1/100th of an inch. 
This month, we have only received a trace of rain. It is a reminder of the 
importance of doing our part to protect our communities and prevent our 
firefighting crews from being spread too thin. 
Our fire year started on October 1 and we are about seven inches below normal. 
There is no rain in the outlook. 
ELSEWHERE: 
Fires continue to burn and force evacuations across Western Oregon. 

 Douglas County had several overnight hot spots as officials issued 
evacuation orders for areas in and around the communities of Glide and 
Idleyld Park, as well as near Sutherlin, along with all homes, cabins, 
recreation sites and the lodge at Diamond Lake Resort. 

o The Douglas County Fairgrounds was the lead evacuation point 
for residents and livestock fleeing the fires along the North 
Umpqua. 

 Another major conflagration was burning in Southern Oregon near the 
cities of Talent, Phoenix, and Medford. That forced closures of a section 



of nearby Interstate Five for several miles. 
o The Jackson County Fairgrounds was the lead evacuation point 

in that area. 

 There were evacuation alerts in parts of Linn County north of the Mohawk 
Valley and the Lane County line. 

 Evacuations remained in place in Santiam Canyon as fires sparked by 
fallen power lines continued to damage and threaten communities 
including Mill City, Detroit, Idanha, and others. The Beachie Creek and 
Lionshead fires also continued to burn in the mountains nearby. 

 There were evacuations, as well, in the Otis area in Lincoln County. 
These and other fires have closed many nearby roads and highways. That 
includes many highways over the Cascades and Highway 18 to the coast. Go to 
www.tripcheck.com for updates. 
SCHOOLS: 
Schools are starting their Fall courses online, but the wildfire smoke and 
evacuations are closing some buildings to staff and teachers this morning. 
In some cases, it is because the electricity is out. In others, the building might not 
have strong enough ventilation systems and filters. And in others, many workers 
have been affected by evacuations. 
Lane Community College, for example, is keeping all its locations closed today 
because of hazardous outdoor air quality. 
The Pleasant Hill Schools are closed because of a power outage. 
Eugene Christian School and the Alsea Schools also are closed today. 
And lots of school closures due to the wildfires in Douglas County. These include 
the Glide, Sutherlin, Elkton, Yoncalla, Oakland, and Winston-Dillard Schools 
along with U-Can Head Start. 
Up in Corvallis, the outdoor Farmer’s Market has been canceled. 
PRISONS: 
The fires burning in the Santiam Canyon yesterday forced the evacuation of 1,450 
inmates from three Oregon Department of Corrections facilities. 
The inmates from the is Oregon State Correctional Institution, Santiam 
Correctional Institution, and Mill Creek Correctional Facility were relocated to the 
Oregon State Penitentiary. They are being housed in emergency beds throughout 
the institution. 
Employees also were moved to the state penitentiary to ensure enough staff are 
on-hand. The Oregon State Penitentiary normally houses about 2,000 inmates. 
AIR QUALITY: 
The Lane Regional Air Protection Agency and Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality continue to have an advisory in place for unhealthy air 
quality. 

 Pollutants in smoke can cause burning eyes, runny nose, aggravate heart 
and lung diseases, and aggravate other serious health problems. 

 Avoid strenuous outdoor activity. Stay indoors if possible, and keep 
windows and doors closed. 

 Use high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters if possible. 

 Follow medical advice if you have a heart or lung condition. 
 Cloth, dust, and surgical do not protect from the harmful particles in 

smoke. N95 masks that are tested to ensure proper fit and that are worn 



correctly may provide protection. 
Lane Regional Air Protection Agency at www.lrapa.org  
Oregon Dept of Environmental Quality at www.oregon.gov/DEQ  
Southwest Clear Air Agency at www.swcleanair.org  
DEQ’s color-coded Air Quality Index at https://ordeq.org/oregonair provides 
current air quality conditions and ranks air quality as follows: Green is good. 
Yellow is moderate. Orange is unhealthy for sensitive groups: children, seniors, 
pregnant women, and those with respiratory conditions. Red is unhealthy for 
everyone. Purple is very unhealthy for everyone. Maroon is hazardous. 
HEALTH AND MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS: 
With unhealthy air and wildfire evacuations affecting people in Lane and Douglas 
Counties, several medical practices and facilities are rescheduling a range of 
medical appointments and procedures. 
These include PeaceHealth Medical Group's South Eugene, Barger, and Dexter 
clinics, as well as bariatric and general surgeries. Patients with appointments will 
be called to reschedule. 
The Roseburg VA Health Care System also is rescheduling some specialty 
appointments at its Eugene clinic and Roseburg campus. All scheduled invasive 
procedures, including gastrointestinal and other surgeries today through the end 
of the week are being postponed. 
Affected Veterans will be contacted. Veterans are encouraged to answer all 
phone calls from “541-440-1000,” the number which will show on recipients’ caller 
IDs. 
Veterans with questions or concerns can contact the RVAHCS Health 
Administration Service at 541-607-7418. 
Kaiser Permanente is closing several of its dental offices today because of 
wildfire smoke, including its Valley River clinic. Patients will be contacted to 
reschedule their appointments. 
VETERANS: 
Veterans, officials with the Roseburg VA Health Care System (RVAHCS) have 
activated their Incident Command to assist enrolled Veterans, beneficiaries, and 
employees at VA facilities in Roseburg and Eugene.  
The Incident Command team will contact all Veterans residing in areas of 
Douglas and Lane Counties to aid as needed using available VA services, such 
as U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development-VA Supportive Housing 
(HUD-VASH) Program. RVAHCS is working to contact all Veterans and 
employees living in areas affected by evacuations. Veterans are encouraged to 
answer all phone calls from “541-440-1000” as this is the number which will show 
on recipients’ caller IDs.  
Updates will be sent to Veterans and beneficiaries using official email(s) using our 
GovDelivery service, social media, and news releases. 
RECREATION: 
Not really the best time to camp, hike, and picnic in the outdoors. So perhaps it is 
not surprising that several agencies are temporarily closing their parks, 
campgrounds, and other recreation sites. 
They include the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, which early Tuesday 
evacuated several parks threatened by wildfires, including: 

 Silver Falls State Park near Silverton 



 Detroit Lake campground and Mongold day-use area near Detroit 

 North Santiam State Park near Mehama 

 Collier Memorial State Park near Klamath Falls, closed the remainder of 
September, which is when its normal camping season ends 

Several other parks were temporarily closed later in the day, including: 

 All state parks and boat ramps on Fall Creek Reservoir — including 
Winberry day-use area, North Shore day-use area and Cascara (kass-
CARE’-uh) campground. They are closed until further notice 

 Cape Lookout State Park near Tillamook is closes through tomorrow due 
to power outages and a limited water supply related to high winds 

Campers with reservations at closed parks are being issued refunds. Further 
closures and evacuations are possible depending on smoke and fire danger. 
Many parks remain open but are experiencing poor air quality and frequent power 
outages. Visitors are being warned that power failures are possible without notice. 
The Bureau of Land Management also has temporarily closed its Western Oregon 
recreation sites and some popular BLM roads through September 15. 
All Bureau of Land Management developed campgrounds in northwestern 
Oregon also are closed to the public, and dispersed camping is prohibited. 
Members of the public may not enter closed recreation areas. 
The temporary closures cover the northwestern part of the state, west of the 
Cascade Range and north from Cottage Grove to the Columbia River, and 
includes popular spots, such as Fishermen’s Bend campground, Wildwood 
recreation site, Alsea Falls recreation site, Shotgun Creek day-use area, and the 
Row River Trail. 
The U.S. Forest Service has also closed a number of sites and banned campfires 
at many others. 
HEALTH: 
CORONAVIRUS IN LANE COUNTY AND OREGON 
Lane County Public health yesterday announced a tenth COVID-19 related death. 
They say the 86-year-old man from the Eugene-Springfield area died on Sunday 
afternoon. 
Fifty-seven patients are considered infectious. Two are hospitalized. 
Officials say 30 local cases are tied to an outbreak among staff and residents of a 
Bethel-area memory care facility. The infections affect a mix of staff and residents 
at Evergreen Memory Care. Some additional cases in the community are tied to 
the outbreak, as well. 
County health investigators say they also have identified a workplace cluster 
among five employees at the Summit Bank on East Broadway in Eugene. Due to 
the nature of the employee’s work, officials do NOT believe transmission with the 
public occurred. Officials say Summit Bank has been working closely with Lane 
County Public Health and is following all public health recommendations.  
Since the pandemic arrived in our area, 803 people have tested positive for the 
virus. 
The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 169 new confirmed or 
presumptive cases of COVID-19 and four new deaths. That brings the state’s 
pandemic-related death toll to 486. 
It is the fourth time in the past week that Oregon reported fewer than 200 new 
confirmed or presumed infections. Despite the recent surge in Lane County, 



average statewide daily cases also have decreased to about 200. That is the first 
time we have been at that level since late June. 
State officials on Tuesday also released new statistics showing Oregon’s test 
positivity rate stayed below five percent for a second consecutive week. Partial 
data for last week showed 4.3 percent of Oregonians tested for coronavirus were 
positive. 
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, 
HOUSING, RECEATION, CRIME: 
WEATHER SYNOPSIS: An Air Quality Advisory remain in effect until noon for 
wildfire smoke in the Willamette Valley and across much of Western and 
Southern Oregon. East winds will finally diminish today but warm and dry air will 
remain inland as some low pressure along the coast moves into the Willamette 
Valley today, and then east of the Cascades tonight. Widespread dense wildfire 
smoke and poor air quality is also expected to persist today and tonight. 
(TB-LaneCo) – Here are the evacuation notices, maps, and advisories for as of 
Thursday morning, September 10 (unchanged from Wednesday evening), for the 
Holiday Farm Fire from Lane County Government at 
http://www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire  
LEVEL 3 GO NOW EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  Evacuation notice has been issued for everyone 
from Walterville Elementary east to the McKenzie Ranger Station, 
including all roads to the north and south of the highway. 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  Evacuation notice has been issued for Upper Camp 
Creek Road and residents past Wendling Road on either side of Marcola 
Road. 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  Evacuation notice has been issued for the Mohawk 
Valley north of the McKenzie River and east of Marcola Road, including 
Upper Camp Creek and Camp Creek roads. 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  Evacuation notice has been issued for the Mohawk 
Valley north of Marcola Road and Hill Road. 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  Evacuation notice has been issued for all residents 
from Walterville Elementary School (Highway 126 milepost 15.25) to the 
intersection of Thurston Road and Highway 126. 

LEVEL 3 means leave immediately! Do NOT take time to gather things. GO 
NOW! DO NOT delay leaving your property to gather any belongings or make 
efforts to protect your home.   If you choose to ignore this notice, public safety 
personnel may not be available to assist you further. 

 The updated Evacuation Point is Springfield High School’s Silke Field 
(908 North 10th Street, Springfield). 

 For those who evacuated from the McKenzie Valley, the Evacuation Point 
is the Deschutes County Fairgrounds in Redmond (3800 SE Airport Way, 



Redmond). 
Officials remind residents that areas under a Level 3 Evacuation Notice, including 
the roads within those areas, are closed to the public: 

 The closures are necessary to protect the safety of everyone. People who 
return to those areas are placing themselves at risk from fire, falling trees, 
downed powerlines, debris, landslides, and the other safety issues 
caused by wildfire. Unauthorized people can also cause delays in 
firefighting activity if they are in the way of firefighting equipment or if fire 
personnel end up needed to assist those unauthorized people. 

 If people are part of an organized volunteer group for a community 
agency or organization, they should wait to be deployed through the 
appropriate channels for their own safety and to ensure they do not 
interfere with the fire response. 

  Information about the current evacuation levels, including a searchable 
database of affected addresses, can be found at 
www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire 

LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for residents from the 
McKenzie Ranger Station to the Santiam Junction (the junction of Oregon 
Highway 126 and U.S. Highway 20). 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for residents on either side of 
Marcola Road before Wendling Road, including Camp Creek Road. 

LEVEL 2  BE SET indicates there is significant danger to your area and residents 
should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with family/friends outside of the 
affected area. Be ready to evacuate at a moment's notice. 
LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for all residents from 
Highway 126 to Bob Straub to Jasper Road east to Thurston Road where 
it intersects with Highway 126 north to the McKenzie River. 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for the Fall Creek, 
Winberry, and Lowell areas north from Hills Creek to Signal Point Boat 
Ramp. 

LEVEL 1 means be aware of the danger that exists in your area and prepare for 
possible evacuation. 
FOLLOW THE EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 If you are under an evacuation notice, please comply with requests made 
for Level 1 (Be Ready), Level 2 (Be Set) and Level 3 (Go Now). 

ARE YOU AFFECTED?: 

 Wondering if your residence/business is in an evacuation zone? There's a 
new search tool from Lane County Government that allows you to enter 
your address and find out. Go to lanecounty.org/mckenziefire and click on 
the link near the top of the page to enter your address. Be patient. There 
might be high volume and slower results on the webpage for the next few 
days. 

AVOID THE AREA: 

 Do not approach the area as fire crews are working to respond. 
Unnecessary traffic can cause delays and confusion during the response. 
Respect any road closures. 



LANE COUNTY’S NON-EMERGENCY CALL CENTER: 

 Residents who are affected by the Holiday Farm Fire (McKenzie Fire) 
who have questions inquiries may call Lane County’s non-emergency call 
center between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. The number is at 
541-682-3977. After-hours calls will be transferred to the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office non-emergency phone line. 

SAFE AND WELL CHECK IN: 

 Are you affected by the McKenzie Fire? Consider using American Red 
Cross's Safe and Well website to let family and friends know your status 
and location. The American Red Cross Safe and Well website is a way 
for people affected by a disaster to enter information regarding their 
welfare so family and friends can check their status. Family and friends 
can search using your information to see your update. The Red Cross 
cannot verify the information and is not responsible for any inaccuracies. 
Learn more at  https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/index.php 

SMOKE RESPITE SHELTER INFORMATION: 
The following locations are offering a place for people to take a break from the 
wildfire smoke. 
Springfield: 

 Willamalane Bob Keefer Center (250 S. 32nd Street) 

 Willamalane Adult Activity Center (215 W. C Street) 
Eugene: 

 Lane Events Center (796 W. 13th Ave.) 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

 Hilyard Community Center (2580 Hilyard) 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
 Peterson Barn (870 Berntzen) 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Creswell: 

 New Hope Baptist Church, 597 S. Front Street, Creswell. (541) 895-4436 
Coburg: 

 Coburg City Hall, 91136 N. Willamette Street, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
PET & LARGE ANIMAL RESOURCES: 

 The Lane County Events Center (796 W. 13th, Eugene) has space 
livestock, including horses, and numerous goats, chickens, and ducks. 
Contact the Lane Events Center at 541-221-8405 before arriving to 
confirm space availability. 

 Lane County Animals in Disaster is deploying to Greenhill Humane 
Society (88530 Green Hill Road, Eugene) to help serve animals large and 
small affected by the evacuations. 

 Oregon Horse Center in Eugene has multiple options for horse boarding. 
Interested horse owners must call 541-998-3353 to confirm space 
availability before arriving. 

 Eugene Livestock Auction in Junction City is available to assist with 
hauling and transporting. Call 541-998-3353 to inquire. 

 Livestock Rescue has trailers available to help move large animals. 
Contact Matt at 541-508-9772. 

 Linn County Fair Grounds (3700 Knox Butte Road E, Albany) currently is 
serving as a drive-in shelter only. Pets are welcome and livestock stables 
are open for use. 

 Akins Trailer Sales is offering trailers if evacuation is needed. Call Thad 



at (541) 335-9663. 

 Greenhill Humane Society has some ability to board small animals. Call 
541-689-1503 for information. You can also call with concerns about 
domestic animals. 

ROAD & OTHER CLOSURES: 

 Highway 126: Oregon Department of Transportation has closed Highway 
126 beginning at 69th Street in Springfield through McKenzie Bridge. 

 Willamette National Forest Update: Due to dynamic fire conditions, ALL 
recreation offerings across the Willamette National Forest are closed 
including campgrounds, day use areas, trails, boat ramps, and more. 
Forest Service roads are closed to visitors unless you are vacating the 
forest. 

 Other recreation agencies have similar closures, ranging from the Bureau 
of Land Management to the Army Corps of Engineers, as well as some 
state and county park properties. With extreme fire conditions and 
unhealthy air quality, this is not the time to play outdoors in areas affected 
by or threatened by wildfire. 

FIRE MANAGEMENT: 
The Oregon Department of Forestry in conjunction with the Office of the Oregon 
State Fire Marshal are the lead agencies currently assigned to the Holiday Farm 
Fire. 

 Updates regarding firefighting progress can be found on Inciweb at 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7170/ For questions related to fire 
response please send email to: holidayfarmfireinfo@gmail.com Follow 
the Oregon Department of Forestry and the Office of the Oregon State 
Fire Marshal on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for additional updates. 

WAYS TO HELP / VOLUNTEER: 
UNITED WAY RELIEF FUND: 
United Way of Lane County has just launched an emergency fund to support local 
wildfire response efforts across Lane County. 

 United Way’s Wildfire Response Funds will specifically support nonprofits 
and community organizations assisting community members who have 
experienced the loss of a home or business or are otherwise impacted 
because of the 2020 fires. 

 Funds raised will support these organizations in Lane County working 
directly to meet the needs of families and individuals affected by the fire. 
Grants will be awarded to eligible organizations, which must provide 
services in Lane County, Oregon, have 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status, be 
classified as a public entity, or have a qualified fiscal sponsor (i.e. a 
sponsoring tax-exempt organization). 

 Funds may be used for food relief, shelter assistance, childcare 
assistance, health care services, and other supports for vulnerable 
populations. 

 Community members and organizations interested in contributing to this 
local fund can donate online at www.unitedwaylane.org/wildfires; by 
mailing checks to United Way of Lane County at 3171 Gateway Loop, 
Springfield, OR 97477, or by calling (541) 741-6000. 

 Organizations may apply for funds on a rolling basis, with grants 



distributed every two weeks as funds are available. Applications and 
more information can be found at www.unitedwaylane.org/wildfire-fund-
application 

FIRE SIZE: 
Here is an interesting and rather unsettling factoid: At 105,000 acres, the Holiday 
Farm Fire up the McKenzie Valley is burning across an area larger than the city of 
Portland. Or Denver, Colorado. Or Las Vegas. Nevada. 
That does not mean everything inside those 105,000 acres are burned. We know 
how erratically wildfires can spread. In rural community after rural community, the 
limited images we have seen show locations where one or more homes might be 
gutted and still ablaze, but a neighboring house appears untouched. But there 
also are many places where a change in wind direction and speed could put 
structures at risk. 
Fire crews are stretched thin as historic blazes ravage the West. They are 
working on a front that stretches close to 20 miles along the McKenzie Valley. 
Their priority is saving and protecting lives ahead of preserving structures. 
They have made some heroic stands: Crews Monday and Tuesday saved 
McKenzie High School and the Goodpasture Covered Bridge, as well as iconic 
businesses ranging from Ike’s Lakeside Pizza and the Vida Café and Post Office 
to Takoda’s Restaurant and Lounge. The Vida-Lee Trailer Park appears mostly 
intact. 
But the destruction is overwhelming: We know that at least 100 homes and 
businesses were destroyed in and near Blue River, including the Christmas 
Treasures shop along Highway 126. But crews are still working to assess what 
remains in the charred wreckage of the town and warn the loss of property could 
be far higher than first estimates. Officials fear there are those who might have 
died in the flames. 
Multiple hazards mean it could be weeks—or longer—before residents are 
allowed back to their homes and rural communities. The main highway and 
secondary roads are dotted with downed trees, loose rocks and boulders, sagging 
and broken powerlines, choking smoke. Some smaller roadways are impassable 
until the debris is cleared and power wires restrung. 
Alarmed by the number of people trying to enter or reenter areas under a Level 3 
Evacuation Notice, Lane County emergency officials are reminding you that these 
roads and areas are closed to the public. 
This is to keep everyone safe: Not just you but the emergency crews working to 
battle the blazes who do not want to step away from their efforts to protect 
someone who has put themselves in unnecessary jeopardy. 
If you are part of an organized volunteer group for a community agency or 
organization, please wait to be deployed through the appropriate channels for 
their own safety and to ensure you do not interfere with the fire response. 
SCHOOLS: 
Because of the wildfire, the Springfield Public Schools are delaying the start of 
school until September 21st. 
Officials say the Holiday Farm Fire with its evacuations and related disruptions is 
affecting the district's students, families, staff, and the Springfield community. 
Many are coping with damage, caring for friends and family, and helping to 
provide aid to those in need. 
In a letter sent to Springfield Public Schools' families Wednesday afternoon 



officials also noted that the district is working to provide resources – including 
food and space to sleep – for many organizations offering aid, shelter, and relief. 
This district is providing space for the Evacuation Point at Springfield High 
School’s Silke Field. The location was originally at Thurston high School but 
moved yesterday when the Thurston neighborhood went under a Level 1 
Precautionary Evacuation Advisory. 
But Springfield School officials say food services remain available at the district’s 
elementary school sites beginning and are not impacted by wildfire response. 
Those meals are for all children ages 18 and under and are available between 
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
FIRE SAFETY: 
As if there’s not enough risk of wildfire here in Western Oregon, police last night 
arrested a 48-year-old man Junction City who allegedly discharged a mortar-style 
firework. 
Junction City Police say Milton Moran, Jr., admitted igniting the firework northeast 
of town near Lingo Lane and Noraton Road. He told them he knew the dangers of 
the dry conditions when he discharged the device about one foot away from his 
carpentry shop. Investigators say the shop was surrounded by a thick amount of 
sawdust and other pieces of wood that could easily burn. The shop also was 
close to a residence. 
Junction City Police say Moran allegedly left the scene after discharging the 
illegal firework and was arrested a short time later at a nearby store. Investigators 
seized additional mortars from Moran’s home. He is facing charges of Recklessly 
Endangering and Driving While Suspended. 
Investigators thanked those who heard the firework explode and immediately 
called police, allowing them to locate the suspect before additional fireworks were 
discharged.  
OVERVIEW: 
Downed trees, loose rocks and boulders, sagging and broken powerlines, choking 
smoke, and a nightmarish landscape dotted with still-burning buildings. 
Those are some of the scenes up the McKenzie Valley as fire crews continue to 
battle the Holiday Farm Fire. Those hazards are also the reason it could be 
weeks—or longer—before residents are allowed back to their homes and rural 
communities. 
The blaze has charred more than 105,000 acres since it sparked on Monday, 
driven by strong east winds that blew sparks and embers ahead of the main 
inferno, causing spot fires down the valley. 
Fire crews, stretched thin as historic blazes ravage the West, are working along 
close to 20 miles of the McKenzie Valley. Their priority is saving and protecting 
lives ahead of preserving structures. 
But they have made some heroic stands, saving McKenzie High School and the 
Goodpasture Covered Bridge, as well as iconic businesses ranging from Ike’s 
Lakeside Pizza and the Vida Café and Post Office to Takoda’s Restaurant and 
Lounge. The Vida-Lee Trailer Park appears mostly intact. 
But the destruction is close to overwhelming. We know that at least 100 homes 
and businesses were destroyed in and near Blue River, including the Christmas 
Treasures shop along Highway 126. But crews are still working to assess what 
remains in the charred wreckage of the town and warn the loss of property could 
be far higher than first estimates. 



There have been some updates, images, and videos from fire crews and a 
handful of others up the McKenzie. They show eerie scenes where one home 
might be gutted and still ablaze, but a neighboring house appears untouched. 
And there are still many, many places where the fire is burning and a change in 
wind direction and speed could put structures at risk. 
At a fire briefing yesterday, officials managing the response to the blaze warned 
crews would be dousing hot spots well into the winter. You know how sometimes 
people refer to a challenge as, “Not being a sprint but a marathon?” One official 
said the Holiday Farm Fire is more like an ultra-marathon. 
SAFETY: 
Alarmed by the number of people trying to enter or reenter areas under a Level 3 
Evacuation Notice, Lane County emergency officials are reminding you that these 
roads and areas are closed to the public. 
This is to keep everyone safe: Not just you but the emergency crews working to 
battle the blazes who do not want to step away from their efforts to protect 
someone who has put themselves in unnecessary jeopardy. 
If you return to evacuation areas, you are placing yourself at risk from fire, falling 
trees, downed powerlines, debris, landslides, and the other safety issues caused 
by the wildfire. 
Unauthorized people can also cause delays in firefighting activity if you are in the 
way of firefighting equipment or if fire personnel need to step away from what they 
are doing to assist you. 
If you are part of an organized volunteer group for a community agency or 
organization, please wait to be deployed through the appropriate channels for 
their own safety and to ensure you do not interfere with the fire response. 
One person who took part in a livestock care and rescue run up the McKenzie 
Valley yesterday reported that she and others in their vehicle were only allowed 
past the road closures after they provided their identification to be copied as well 
as contact information for their next-of-kin should they be caught in the blaze. 
The emergency worker told her, not unkindly, that charred bodies can be difficult 
to identify. 
DAMAGE: 
We know the Holiday Farm Fire burned through several communities along the 
McKenzie River and that the town of Blue River was among the hardest hit, with 
potentially more than 100 homes and businesses lost. 
But fire crews announced yesterday they were able to save McKenzie High 
School and most the structures in Vida, including the Vida Café and Post Office. 
But the fate of many other buildings remains unknown. Officials have fielded 
many inquiries about the status of various structures and landmarks. 
They say they are gathering information as quickly as possible, but that protecting 
lives is still the priority and assessing damages will take time. 
Still, there was good news about some other key locations: 
Fire crews saved McKenzie High School. 
Video from an animal rescue person showed Ike’s Lakeside Pizza still standing 
along Leaburg Lake. 
And the iconic Goodpasture Covered Bridge is still standing, with crews nearby 
dousing hotspots to preserve what is a critical link to the other side of the 
McKenzie River. 
The white-painted Goodpasture Covered Bridge spans the McKenzie River near 



Vida. Built in 1938 and restored in the late 1980s, it is the second-longest covered 
bridge in Oregon and is on the National Register of Historic Places. 
RECREATION AND SAFETY: 
No surprise: Lane County Parks has closed many boat ramps along the 
McKenzie River. 
Boaters are asked to avoid water recreation. The air quality and safety are simply 
too dangerous. Fire crews may need to access the water for fire suppression 
efforts. 
And some young fish are getting an early introduction to the wild. 
Leaburg Hatchery is releasing fish and letting water out of the Leaburg dam to 
flush the fish downriver. 
Lane County Parks managers say, "This will create debris issues, really low 
water, hazardous boating situations for an unknown period of time. Please be 
safe, heed all evacuation orders and avoid recreating in active fire areas, which 
are many in the state!” 
DRINKING WATER: 
If you are a customer of the Eugene Water and Electric Board, you might have 
noticed a slight difference in the taste or smell of your tap water. 
What's the story? EWEB officials say everything is fine. You are probably tasting 
some of the water they began storing as a precaution earlier this week in their 
network of 28 storage reservoirs scattered across EWEB’s water system. 
They began filling every cubic foot of water storage on Tuesday to ensure good 
local water pressure and to provide a steady supply of water should any embers 
from the McKenzie Valley Fire drift into town. 
They also wanted to ensure there was plenty of water stored in town should the 
blaze get any closer to their Hayden Bridge filtration plant and force staff to 
evacuate. Fortunately, that has not happened. 
But stored water does not lose its slightly chlorinated taste quite as quickly as 
water actively moving from the river, through the filtration plant, and into EWEB’s 
800 miles of transmission and distribution pipes. So that taste and slight odor, if 
you have noticed it, probably means you’re getting water from one of those 28 
EWEB storage reservoirs. 
Yesterday, the utility’s staff made some tweaks to the treatment process both to 
compensate for cloudiness in the water and to reduce any stray taste and odor 
and that newly treated water is beginning to circulate through the local system 
EWEB officials also want to reassure you: Water drawn from the lower McKenzie 
River and treated at the Hayden Bridge Filtration Plant is safe to drink. The 
utility’s water experts have upped their monitoring. They also have a contract fire 
crew on standby to protect the facility and its intakes should any fires develop 
nearby. 
And do not believe any social media rumors you might have seen about a 
possible interruption to Eugene’s water supply. Or Springfield’s, for that matter, 
since Springfield draws its water from wells, not the river. 
ELSEWHERE: 
Deadly windblown wildfires raging across the Pacific Northwest have destroyed 
hundreds of homes in Oregon. The governor warned yesterday it could be the 
greatest loss of life and property from wildfire in state history. 
The blazes continue to send heavy wildfire smoke across Western and Southern 
Oregon as firefighters in some locations struggled to contain and douse flames 



fanned by gusty winds. 
The extent of the damage is unclear because so many fire zones are too 
dangerous to survey. At least three people were killed in Oregon fires. But 
officials warn the death toll could rise as they access more burned areas. 
Hundreds of homes and apartments in the Southern Oregon cities of Phoenix and 
Talent burned in a fast-moving wildfire driven by 40 mile-per-hour wind gusts. The 
blaze destroyed portions of Phoenix’s downtown business district. The residences 
including subdivisions, apartment complexes and mobile home parks. 
The Mail Tribune in Medford reported that Jackson County Sheriff Nathan Sickler 
confirmed at least one death and a criminal investigation at the origin point of a 
wildfire that started near Ashland in southern Oregon. 
KOIN reported a boy and his grandmother died in a wildfire near Lyons, a 
community located midway between Stayton and Mill City in the Santiam River 
Canyon. 
Marion County Sheriff Joe Kast earlier Wednesday confirmed two fatalities but 
said Wednesday night they had only so far confirmed that searchers had found in 
a vehicle what are believed to be the remains of a boy and dog. The sheriff’s 
office will work with the county medical examiner to confirm the boy’s identity. 
In Douglas County, fires burning along the North Umpqua affected the 
communities of Glide and Idleyld Park, and threatened areas near Sutherlin and 
Diamond Lake Resort. 
Another wildfire hit near the town of Otis and on the outskirts of Lincoln City on 
the Oregon coast, where residents were being evacuated to a community college 
to the south. A mandatory evacuation was put in place for the northern half of the 
city of roughly 10,000 residents, which stretches alongside U.S. Highway 101. 
In all, fires are burning in seven Oregon counties and rural and suburban homes 
miles away from Portland are under preliminary orders to prepare for possible 
evacuations. 
The Northwest is no stranger to wildfires, but most of the biggest ones until now 
have been in the eastern or southern parts of the region — where the weather is 
considerably hotter and drier and the vegetation more fire-prone than it is in the 
region’s western portion. 
Fires in 2017 and 2018 crested the top of the Cascade Mountains — the long 
spine that divides dry eastern Oregon from the lush western part of the state — 
but never before spread into the valleys below, according to officials with the 
Oregon Department of Forestry. 
Fire crews were focusing on trying to keep people out of harm’s way and 
preventing houses from burning on Wednesday, with officials saying that 
containing the fires was a secondary priority. 
MORE ON EVACUATION: 
As the evacuation zones continued to expand yesterday around the Holiday Farm 
Fire, we have had a number of people messaging wondering how close the 
flames are to where they live. 
Their concern is understandable: Wednesday afternoon’s Level 3 “Go Now” 
expansions included more of the western end of the McKenzie Valley and another 
portion of the neighboring Mohawk Valley—which lies just on the other side of the 
ridge. 
There was also a precautionary Level One “Get ready” evacuation advisory for 
the Thurston and Mt. Vernon neighborhoods. 



But this does not necessarily mean that the fire is at your door. 
Yesterday, during a midday briefing, fire managers said the blaze was causing 
spot fires about two miles this side of Vida, so the fire was (for example) still a 
ways from the Thurston area. 
But everyone is trying to be extra cautious and make sure people are safe in case 
winds change and the fire accelerates its westward advance. 
U-HAUL: 
U-Haul locations across the Northwest are offering 30 days of free self-storage to 
residents impacted by wildfires. 
Local U-Haul Companies have made 25 stores – 15 in Oregon and 10 in 
Washington – available to offer assistance. People seeking more information 
about the U-Haul disaster relief program or needing to arrange 30 days of free 
self-storage should contact the nearest participating location: 
SOUTHWESTERN OREGON LOCATIONS INCLUDE: 
U-Haul Storage of Santa Clara: 150 Oroyan Avenue, Eugene, (541) 393-8408 
U-Haul Storage of Glenwood: 4400 Franklin Blvd., Eugene, (541) 726-6051 
U-Haul Storage of Umpqua Valley: 1182 NE Stephens Street, Roseburg, 
(541) 672-6864. 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE: 
The Lane Regional Air Protection Agency and Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality continue to have an Air Quality Advisory in place. 

 Pollutants in smoke can cause burning eyes, runny nose, aggravate heart 
and lung diseases, and aggravate other serious health problems. 

 Avoid strenuous outdoor activity. Stay indoors if possible, and keep 
windows and doors closed. 

 Use high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters if possible. 

 Follow medical advice if you have a heart or lung condition. 

 Cloth, dust, and surgical do not protect from the harmful particles in 
smoke. N95 masks that are tested to ensure proper fit and that are worn 
correctly may provide protection. 

Lane Regional Air Protection Agency at www.lrapa.org  
Oregon Dept of Environmental Quality at www.oregon.gov/DEQ  
Southwest Clear Air Agency at www.swcleanair.org  
DEQ’s color-coded Air Quality Index at https://ordeq.org/oregonair provides 
current air quality conditions and ranks air quality as follows: Green is good. 
Yellow is moderate. Orange is unhealthy for sensitive groups: children, seniors, 
pregnant women, and those with respiratory conditions. Red is unhealthy for 
everyone. Purple is very unhealthy for everyone. Maroon is hazardous. 
CORONAVIRUS IN LANE COUNTY AND OREGON: 
Lane County Public health yesterday announced a two more COVID-19 related 
deaths and 11 new cases of infection. 
They say an 82-year-old man from the Eugene-Springfield area died on 
Wednesday morning. They say a 68-year-old man died on August 30 from what 
are considered coronavirus-related causes. This brings the local death toll to 12. 
Fifty-three patients are considered infectious. Two are hospitalized. 
Officials say 30 recent cases are tied to an outbreak among staff and residents of 
a Bethel-area memory care facility. The infections affect a mix of staff and 
residents at Evergreen Memory Care. Some additional cases in the community 



are tied to the outbreak, as well. Officials say managers of the memory-care 
facility have been working closely with local and state public health officials and 
following all guidelines. 
Since the pandemic arrived in our area, 814 people have tested positive for the 
virus. 
The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported 125 new confirmed or 
presumptive cases of COVID-19 and eight new deaths. That brings the state’s 
pandemic-related death toll to 494. 
WEBLINKS: 
NOTE: Here are useful web links for you to monitor the wildfire situation 
throughout the day (remember to refresh these pages every few minutes): 

 Lane County Government is sharing many evacuation and related 
notices. Go to https://www.lanecounty.org/ to see the county’s main page. 
Links to the latest wildfire emergency are at the top of the page. 

 This is the Lane County Government link for the fires up the McKenzie: 
https://www.lanecounty.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=17035134 There are 
drop-don menus with everything from evacuations to safety. Be sure to 
refresh this page frequently to see fresh updates. 

 Lane County and the Lane County Sheriff’s Office are also posting these 
updates on Facebook, sometimes with a bit of a lag, at 
https://www.facebook.com/LaneCountyGovernment/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/LaneCountySheriffsOffice/  

 Inciweb is the official federal website for the nation’s large fires. This is 
the Holiday Farm Fire link: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7170/  

 It is unconfirmed but there is anecdotal information on the Blue River 
Community Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/blueriverbulletinboard/ Heartbreaking 
stuff, as people try to locate family, friends, and neighbors or share 
stories and photos. 

 My Facebook page will be updated throughout the day at 
https://www.facebook.com/TracyKKNU 

 The American Red Cross has a website to help evacuees and family 
reconnect called Safe & Well 
https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/index.php  

 I’d suggest following Upper McKenzie Fire on Broadcastify 
(https://www.broadcastify.com/listen/ctid/2224 ), but their feed has been 
down since last night when power was cut / lost to cellular towers and 
antennae. I’m also not sure what of their infrastructure might still be 
standing. Most emergency communications have moved to other fire 
channels but are on two-hour delays on that website. 

 TripCheck continues to provide updates on closures, as well as other fire 
delays and highway closures across Western Oregon at 
https://www.tripcheck.com/ 

 If you want to correlate the evacuations and highway closures to Milepost 
numbers, this is a good statewide mapping resource: 
https://data.oregon.gov/dataset/Milepost-Map/5hxa-j63r 

 The National Weather Service updates are at 
https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=44.0499&lon=-123.0885  



 Also, go to FlashNet’s www.flashalerteugene.net page for multiple 
agency updates. 
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNITY, 
HOUSING, EDUCATION, LOW-INCOME, ANIMALS, CRIME: 
**NOTE: Evacuation orders are largely unchanged since Wednesday evening, 
just some changes in a few descriptions by the county to make it easier for locals 
to visualize. I have incorporated other updates from the past 24 hours. 
Here are the evacuation notices and advisories as of Friday morning, September 
11, for the Holiday Farm Fire from Lane County Government at 
http://www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire  
LEVEL 3 GO NOW EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  Evacuation notice has been issued for everyone 
from Walterville Elementary east to the McKenzie Ranger Station, 
including all roads to the north and south of the highway. 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  Evacuation notice has been issued for Upper Camp 
Creek Road and residents past Wendling Road on either side of Marcola 
Road. 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  Evacuation notice has been issued for the Mohawk 
Valley north of the McKenzie River and east of Marcola Road, including 
Upper Camp Creek and Camp Creek roads. 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  Evacuation notice has been issued for the Mohawk 
Valley north of Marcola Road and Hill Road. 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  Evacuation notice has been issued for all residents 
from Walterville Elementary School (Highway 126 milepost 15.25) to the 
intersection of Thurston Road and Highway 126. 

LEVEL 3 means leave immediately! Do NOT take time to gather things. GO 
NOW! DO NOT delay leaving your property to gather any belongings or make 
efforts to protect your home.   If you choose to ignore this notice, public safety 
personnel may not be available to assist you further. 
EVACUATION POINT AND SHELTER INFORMATION: 

 An Evacuation Point has been established at Springfield High School’s 
Silke Field (908 N 10th Avenue, Springfield). 

 The Cottage Grove Masonic Hall (33322 Row River Road) also is open 
for those who have been evacuated. They have space for additional 
recreational vehicles. There are restrooms, showers, and a laundry 
facility. Please call Eston at 541-968-3829 before arriving to confirm 
space availability. 



 For those who evacuated to the east over the mountains, the Evacuation 
Point is the Deschutes County Fairgrounds in Redmond (3800 SE Airport 
Way, Redmond). 

AVOID THE AREA - YOU MAY NOT RETURN TO LEVEL 3 EVACUATION 
AREAS 

 Areas under a Level 3 Evacuation Notice, including the roads within those 
areas, are closed to the public. 

 Any rumors you hear or see on social media that people may return to the 
LEVEL 3 areas to check on homes or look for animals are INCORRECT. 

 The closures protect the safety of everyone. If you return to those areas 
you place yourself at risk from fire, falling trees, downed power lines, 
debris, landslides, and the other safety issues caused by wildfire. 
Unauthorized people also cause delays in firefighting activity if they are in 
the way of firefighting equipment or if fire personnel end up needed to 
assist those unauthorized people. 

 If you are part of an organized volunteer group for a community agency or 
organization, wait to be deployed through the appropriate channels for 
your own safety and to ensure you do not interfere with the fire response. 

  Information about the current evacuation levels, including a searchable 
database of affected addresses, may be found at 
www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire 

LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for residents from the 
McKenzie Ranger Station to the Santiam Junction (the junction of Oregon 
Highway 126 and U.S. Highway 20). 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for residents on either side of 
Marcola Road from the intersection with Old Mohawk Road and including 
Hill Road north to the community of Mohawk. 

LEVEL 2  BE SET indicates there is significant danger to your area and residents 
should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with family/friends outside of the 
affected area. Be ready to evacuate at a moment's notice. 
LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for all residents from 
Highway 126 to Bob Straub Parkway to Jasper Road east to Thurston 
Road where it intersects with Highway 126 north to the McKenzie River. 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for the Fall Creek, 
Winberry, and Lowell areas north from Hills Creek to Signal Point Boat 
Ramp. 

LEVEL 1 means be aware of the danger that exists in your area and prepare for 
possible evacuation. 
FOLLOW THE EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 If you are under an evacuation notice, please comply with requests made 
for Level 1 (Be Ready), Level 2 (Be Set) and Level 3 (Go Now). 

ARE YOU AFFECTED?: 

 Wondering if your residence/business is in an evacuation zone? There's a 
new search tool from Lane County Government that allows you to enter 
your address and find out. Go to lanecounty.org/mckenziefire and click on 
the link near the top of the page to enter your address. Be patient. There 



might be high volume and slower results on the webpage for the next few 
days. 

AVOID THE AREA: 

 Do not approach the area. Fire crews are focused on their emergency 
response. Unnecessary traffic causes delays and confusion during the 
response. Respect road closures. 

LANE COUNTY’S NON-EMERGENCY CALL CENTER: 

 Residents who are affected by the Holiday Farm Fire (McKenzie Fire) 
who have questions inquiries may call Lane County’s non-emergency call 
center between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. The number is at 
541-682-3977. After-hours calls will be transferred to the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office non-emergency phone line. 

SAFE AND WELL CHECK IN: 

 Are you affected by the McKenzie Fire? The American Red Cross's Safe 
and Well website to let family and friends know your status and location. 
The American Red Cross Safe and Well website is a way for people 
affected by a disaster to enter information regarding their welfare so 
family and friends can check their status. Family and friends may search 
using your information to see your update. The Red Cross cannot verify 
the information and is not responsible for any inaccuracies. Learn more at  
https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/index.php 

SMOKE RESPITE SHELTER INFORMATION: 
The following locations are offering a place for people to take a break from the 
wildfire smoke. (Note: Willamalane temporarily closed due to smoke Thursday) 
Eugene: 

 Lane Events Center (796 W. 13th Ave.) 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

 Hilyard Community Center (2580 Hilyard) 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
 Peterson Barn (870 Berntzen) 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Creswell: 

 New Hope Baptist Church, 597 S. Front Street, Creswell. (541) 895-4436 
Coburg: 

 Coburg City Hall, 91136 N. Willamette Street, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Cottage Grove: 

 City Hall (400 East Main) from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
OTHER ASSISTANCE: 

 Members of the Springfield Moose Lodge are offering a place where 
evacuees may park vehicles, get a hot meal, and come indoors to get 
away from the smoke. Call 541-746-3321 for more information. 

 The Eugene Family YMCA is offering access to its showers for wildfire 
evacuees. The YMCA will continue to offer showers to wildfire evacuees 
during today (Fri., 9/9) between 6 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and then from 3:30 to 
8 p.m. On Saturday, the Y is making its shower facilities available to 
evacuees between 7 a.m. and noon. Two accessible showers are 
available on the Eugene Family YMCA's Pool Deck. 

PET & LARGE ANIMAL RESOURCES: 

 The Lane County Events Center (796 W. 13th, Eugene) has space 
livestock, including horses, and numerous goats, chickens, and ducks. 
Contact the Lane Events Center at 541-221-8405 before arriving to 



confirm space availability. 

 Lane County Animals in Disaster is deploying to the Greenhill Humane 
Society (88530 Green Hill Road, Eugene) to help serve animals large and 
small affected by the evacuations. 

 Greenhill Humane Society has some ability to board small animals. Call 
541-689-1503 for information. You may also call Greenhill with concerns 
about domestic animals. 

 Oregon Horse Center in Eugene has multiple options for horse boarding. 
Horse owners must call 541-998-3353 to confirm space availability before 
arriving. 

 Eugene Livestock Auction in Junction City is available to assist with 
hauling and transporting. Call 541-998-3353 to inquire. 

 Livestock Rescue has trailers available to help move large animals. 
Contact Matt at 541-508-9772. 

 Linn County Fair Grounds (3700 Knox Butte Road E, Albany) is serving 
as a drive-in shelter only. Pets are welcome. Livestock stables are open 
for use. 

 Akins Trailer Sales is offering trailers if evacuation is needed. Call Thad 
at (541) 335-9663. 

ROAD & OTHER CLOSURES: 

 Highway 126: Oregon Department of Transportation has closed Highway 
126 beginning at 69th Street in Springfield through McKenzie Bridge. 

 Willamette National Forest Update: All recreation offerings are closed 
including campgrounds, day use areas, trails, boat ramps, and more. 
Forest Service roads are closed unless you are vacating the forest. 

 Other recreation agencies have similar closures, including the Bureau of 
Land Management, Army Corps of Engineers, and some state and county 
park properties. This is not the time to play outdoors. 

QUICK NOTE ON SOUTHERN LINN COUNTY: 
In Linn County, the Holiday Farm Fire is forcing evacuations and elevating 
precautionary evacuation warnings. 

 If you heard the Emergency Alert System (EAS) warning right around 
7:50 a.m. today and shortly after 8:00 a.m. (Fri., 9/11) but could not 
understand its garbled audio, the messages are: 

o **"Level 2 Evacuation Warning - South of HWY 228 between Nye 
Rd and Brush Creek, south to Linn County line. This area is 
being upgraded from Level 1 Notice to a Level 2 Warning. High 
probability of a need to evacuate. You should prepare now by 
packing necessary items and preparing your family, pets, and 
vehicle for potential departure." 

o **Level 1 Evacuation Alert for areas south of Linn West Drive, to 
the Linn County line, between Interstate 5, east to Nye road. A 
wildfire threat is in your area. It would be wise to consider 
planning and/or packing, in the event an evacuation becomes 
necessary. This is a precaution in case weather changes current 
fire behavior. 

See ALL Linn County evacuation updates here: 
https://www.linnsheriff.org/fire_live_updates_sept_2020/  



FIRE MANAGEMENT: 
The Oregon Department of Forestry in conjunction with the Office of the Oregon 
State Fire Marshal are the lead agencies currently assigned to the Holiday Farm 
Fire. 

 Updates regarding firefighting progress can be found on Inciweb at 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7170/ For questions related to fire 
response please send email to: holidayfarmfireinfo@gmail.com Follow 
the Oregon Department of Forestry and the Office of the Oregon State 
Fire Marshal on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for additional updates. 

AIR QUALITY UPDATES: 

 See current air quality at http://www.lrapa.org/216/Todays-Current-Air-
Quality  

 See monitoring site data at http://www.lrapa.org/220/Monitoring-Site-Map  
UTILITY INFORMATION: 
Blachly-Lane Electric Co-op: 541-688-8711 

 http://www.blachlylane.coop/  

 Outage information page: http://www.blachlylane.coop/content/outage-
information-0  

Emerald People's Utility District (EPUD): 541-746-1583 

 https://www.epud.org/ 

 Start or Stop Service: https://www.epud.org/my-home/start-transfer-or-
stop-service/  

 Outages: https://www.epud.org/my-home/power-outage-information/  
Eugene Water and Electric Board (EWEB): 541-685-7000 

 http://www.eweb.org/  

 Start or Stop Service: http://www.eweb.org/residential-customers/start-
stop-and-move-service 

 Outage information page: http://www.eweb.org/about-us/news/high-
winds-fire-danger-leave-customers-without-power  

Lane Electric: 541-484-1151 

 https://laneelectric.com/  

 Start or Stop Service: https://laneelectric.com/your-account/connect-or-
disconnect-service/  

 Outages: https://laneelectric.com/outages/outage-map/  
Northwest Natural: 800-422-4012 

 https://www.nwnatural.com/ 
 Start or Stop Service: https://www.nwnatural.com/Service  

Pacific Power: 888-221-7070 

 https://www.pacificpower.net/  

 Start or Stop Service: https://www.nwnatural.com/Service  

 Outages: https://www.pacificpower.net/outages-safety.html  
Springfield Utility Board (SUB): 541-746-8451 

 https://www.subutil.com/ 

 Start or Stop Service: https://www.subutil.com/customer-service/how-to-
start-and-stop-service/  

 Outages: https://www.subutil.com/outage-information/#tab-1  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT SILKE FIELD: 



Volunteers are needed for the Wildfire Relief Station at Silke Field at Springfield 
High School. Learn more and sign up in advance at mckenzieriver.org/volunteer  

 McKenzie River Trust is coordinating the volunteer efforts. Volunteer 
shifts are available through Tuesday, September 15, to help with intake of 
items, organizing, and helping people find what they need. 

 PLEASE DO NOT SHOW UP WITHOUT SIGNING UP.  
 Masks are required, and volunteers under age 18 should be 

accompanied by parent/legal guardian/family member. 
UNITED WAY RELIEF FUND: 

 United Way’s Wildfire Response Funds support nonprofits and 
community organizations assisting people who have lost their home or 
business or are otherwise impacted by the wildfires. 

 Funds support Lane County organizations working directly to meet the 
needs of families and individuals affected by the fire. Grants will be 
awarded to eligible organizations, which must provide services in Lane 
County, have 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status, be classified as a public entity, 
or have a qualified fiscal sponsor (i.e. a sponsoring tax-exempt 
organization). 

 Funds may be used for food relief, shelter assistance, childcare 
assistance, health care services, and other supports for vulnerable 
populations. 

 Interested in contributing? Donate online at 
www.unitedwaylane.org/wildfires or mail checks to United Way of Lane 
County at 3171 Gateway Loop, Springfield, OR 97477, or call 541-741-
6000. 

 Organizations may apply for funds on a rolling basis, with grants 
distributed every two weeks as funds are available. Applications and 
more information can be found at www.unitedwaylane.org/wildfire-fund-
application 

COAD: 
Lane County’s Community Organizations Active in Disaster or COAD brings 
together community organizations to handle disaster response. Learn more and 
donate at https://lane.recovers.org/  
MAIL IS BEING REDIRECTED FROM WILDFIRE EVACUATION ZONES: 
What happens to your mail when you are forced to evacuate? The US Postal 
Service has redirected mail in many locations. 
To see the status of your local post office and how your mail and packages are 
being handled, go to https://about.usps.com/newsroom/service-
alerts/residential/welcome.htm and click on "Oregon" to see a list of affected post 
offices and details on getting your mail. 
In Lane County: 

 Mail from the Blue River, Vida, Walterville, and Marcola Post Offices has 
been diverted to the Springfield DCU at 4949 Main Street in Springfield. 
(Note: DCU is a “Detached Carrier Unit” that handles distribution to mail 
carriers for their routes and during normal periods allows some limited 
package pick-up). 

 During the wildfire emergency, it is opening its doors for evacuees to 
collect their mail. 



 Hours for evacuee mail collection are Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m., and Saturday, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

 Retail services are available at Gateway Postal, 3148 Gateway St., 
Springfield, 97475. Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Closed Saturday. 

In Douglas County: 
Mail from the Idleyld Park Post Office has been redirected to the Roseburg Post 
Office, 519 SE Kane Street in Roseburg. 
Hours for evacuee mail pick-up are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Saturday. 
PROTECTING WORKPLACES (AND HOMES) FROM WILDFIRE SMOKE: 
With hazardous smoke conditions across Western Oregon and lingering in the 
forecast, SAIF, Oregon’s not-for-profit workers' compensation insurance 
company, offers tips on making sure workplaces are as safe as possible and has 
posted a brief video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIYKBd9BNfc  

1. Reduce outdoor air flow: Shut down outside air intakes and adjust your 
air conditioning to use recirculated air. While the precaution for COVID-19 
is to increase outdoor air flow, that should not be the case when the 
outdoor air quality is considered hazardous. 

2. Change your HVAC filters: Consider also using a HEPA-rated room air 
filtration unit. 

3. Keep windows and doors closed: Reduce entering and exiting the 
building. 

4. Re-assign work: If possible, relocate or re-assign outdoor activities out 
of the smoke zone. 

5. Cease work: If the air quality and/or visibility presents health and safety 
hazards, consider closing or stopping specific job functions. 

6. Communicate frequently with employees and customers: Let them 
know about any changes to your schedule, operations, or availability. 

7. Monitor communication channels: This includes the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality at 
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/aq/Pages/aqi.aspx and Oregon Health 
Authority at https://www.oregon.gov/oha/Pages/index.aspx  

8. Consider providing masks: While N-95 masks are in short supply, other 
face masks will provide some protection, including N-99, N-100, or an 
elastomeric respirator with cartridges that offer the same level of filtration. 

9. Reduce other pollutants: Cut down on other sources of air pollutants, 
like vacuuming and cooking indoors, or smoking and burning fuel 
outdoors. 

10. Update your plan: Once the smoke has cleared, consider adding wildfire 
smoke events to your emergency response and business continuity 
plans. 

Find more information at saif.com/prepare and download this handout on 
preparing for wildfire season at 
https://www.saif.com/Documents/SafetyandHealth/Emergency%20planning/S-
1072_Prepare_your_business_for_wildfire_season.pdf  
(TB-Fire) – The Holiday Farm Fire up the McKenzie Valley has burned across 
close to 145,000 acres. There now are 425 personnel battling the blaze, which is 



considered zero percent contained. 
Crews spent much of Thursday continuing to save structures where they could 
and establishing what are known as “anchor points” along the lines. 
They also worked to get ahead of several “fingers” of the fire that continue to 
spread down the McKenzie Valley. And they are watching the weather forecast to 
determine whether winds over the next few days might shift the direction of the 
flames. 
Officials have said the fire heavily damaged Blue River but that crews were able 
to preserve many structures in the community of Vida. According to yesterday 
evening’s fire map shared at a media briefing, the fire was still a ways from 
Leaburg. 
Officials say a rough analysis indicates more than 17,700 structures are 
threatened but they do not yet have a count of how many are lost. 
As they did on Wednesday, crews celebrated some small successes as winds 
calmed a bit across the fire area. They continued small “burnout” operations to 
remove lighter fuels in the path of the main fire.  Burnouts enable a lower-intensity 
burn that officials say is more manageable and less destructive. They estimated 
that helped save more than 100 structures on Wednesday and more on 
Thursday. 
Fire behavior and weather conditions were still treacherous and are keeping 
firefighters from accessing many areas.  In many cases, however, crews have 
been able to move fire around and away from structures. 
Fire resources are spread thin across the western United States as large fires are 
burning in many states. Fire managers have placed orders for critical needs. 
Roads through the fire area remain closed for the safety of residents, as well as 
firefighting personnel. Fire officials say many hazards remain, including fire-
weakened trees, falling rocks, and other debris. There is also the risk those 
violating the evacuation orders might become trapped by flames should winds 
shift or caught between the fire and planned burnouts. 
Crews will conduct structural inventories and damage assessments when it is 
safe to do so. 
Lane County Sheriff Cliff Harrold said at a briefing yesterday evening that, when 
fire conditions allow, deputies will begin conducting welfare checks. If you earlier 
reported someone missing but have heard from them in recent days, please 
contact Lane County’s non-emergency call center at 541-682-3977 to provide an 
update and remove their name from the list of those unaccounted for. 
Fire officials said crews battling the blazes off secondary roads and in remote 
areas came across some residents who had not been able to evacuate earlier as 
got them to safety. 
Firefighters have support and supplies readily available to them from the fire 
camp.  At this time, no donations can be accepted for fire personnel. If you are 
looking to donate, consider contributing through the local American Red Cross or 
United Way, who are assisting displaced residents. 
This is also true for people wishing to volunteer with the fire suppression effort. All 
firefighting resources are ordered through systems that confirm the necessary 
qualifications. 
Lane County: www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire 
Linn County: www.linnsheriff.org/fire_live_updates_sept_2020/ 
(TB-SPD) – One of the challenges officials face during natural disasters is rumor 



control. 
Yesterday, Springfield police said it was time to knock down a couple of rumors 
circulating on social media dealing with claims of widespread looting in the wake 
of the Holiday Fire and people pretending to be fire marshals. 
They say they investigated both reports. 
Yes, there have been a handful of arrests across the state at other wildfires 
during the past month for looting. But locally, Springfield Police say they 
investigated reports of looting from evacuated homes and it simply was not true. 
They say more than one of the calls they received turned out to be residents or 
friends of the residents helping to remove items as people pre-emptively 
evacuated, sometimes late at night.  
And despite the social media chatter that a person or persons were posing as fire 
marshals and encouraging people to evacuate their homes, police say they 
investigated several calls. They have not identified any suspects and say most of 
the information they received was not firsthand but rather something thought they 
heard from someone else. 
That said, Springfield Police encourage you to call if you see suspected criminal 
activity. Officers are committed to investigating these reports. 
They have increased their patrols in some Springfield neighbors to discourage 
any criminal activity and identifying any potential issues. But police say they have 
NOT seen any uptick in crime in LEVEL 1 “BE READY” evacuation areas in the 
Thurston and Mount Vernon neighborhoods of East Springfield. 
At the same time, they encourage you to be a bit skeptical about unverified 
information you come across on social media platforms. 
Have concerns, need to report possible crime? Contact the Springfield Police 
Department's non-emergency number at 541-726-3714. 
(TB-4J) – The Eugene School District yesterday followed the lead of the 
Springfield Schools and delayed the start of the school year until September 21, 
one week later than previously scheduled. 
While the Springfield district has more direct wildfire impacts—student and staff 
families evacuated, facilities and resources being used in the relief effort—the 
Eugene schools have slightly different challenges. The area’s hazardous air 
quality prevented this week’s distribution of student technology for at-home 
learning. About half of the district’s students are still without the learning devices 
they need to access online instruction. 
Student technology will be distributed by schools next week. 
School food service begins next week, with free grab-and-go meals available for 
4J students and all youth, unless air quality prevents outdoor activity. 
Teachers and staff will use the additional week to prepare for the school year. 
More information: www.4j.lane.edu/first-day-of-school-delayed  
Deadly wildfires across Oregon have forced tens of thousands of people from 
their homes and scorched more than 900,000 acres. That is according to officials 
with the state Office of Emergency Management who yesterday said they are 
responding to 37 blazes. 
Current evacuation and precautionary orders cover vast areas of Western Oregon 
with the potential to affect up to half-a-million people, slightly more than one in ten 
Oregonians. 

 In Clackamas County, which stretches southeast of Portland to the slopes 



of Mount Hood, two large fires—Beachie Creek and Riverside—are 
threatening to merge. Officials say the advancing fires are threatening 
parts of Molalla, Estacada, Canby, Damascus, and Oregon City. More 
than 200 homes and buildings have been destroyed. 

 In Marion County, the main body of the Beachie Creek Fire as well as the 
Lionshead Fire have devastated vast sections and communities in the 
Santiam Canyon. The Beachie Creek Fire started in the Opal Creek 
Wilderness and now threatens the crown jewel of Oregon’s Park System, 
Silver Falls State Park. 

 In Southern Oregon between Medford and Ashland, residents of 
Phoenix—population 4,000—surveyed the devastation after an inferno 
ripped into the town on Wednesday. That blaze was driven by 40 mile-
per-hour wind gusts, and destroyed an estimated 600 homes, 
apartments, and mobile homes, as well as much of the business district. 
The neighboring community of Talent also sustained damage. The fire 
took out power and forced the shutdown of the water systems in both 
towns. 

 In Douglas County, the Archie Creek Fire continues to blaze along the 
North Umpqua and threaten the communities and developments between 
Glide and Diamond Lake. The Douglas County Fairgrounds in Roseburg 
remain an evacuation point for residents and their pets. The Douglas 
County Fairgrounds’ horse and large animal stalls are full but ae working 
with the Douglas County Parks department to coordinate space at horse 
campgrounds and with private landowners and rescue organizations. 

At least four people have died in Oregon’s fires. 
So far, no deaths reported in the Holiday Farm Fire in the McKenzie Valley. But 
officials fear that might change as crews push into outlying areas and get a look 
at the damage. 
HEALTH: With people evacuating, volunteers helping out, and firefighters working 
the lines, Lane County Public Health officials are urging you to continue physical 
distancing and wearing protective masks and face coverings. 
They are concerned the wildfire response could drive an increase in local COVID-
19 cases. 
Yesterday, public health officials announced four additional cases of the 
coronavirus. Forty-nine patients are considered infectious. Two remain 
hospitalized. Twelve people have died. 
Officials say the number of cases associated with two recent outbreaks remain 
the same: 30 staff and residents at Evergreen Memory Center in the Bethel area 
and five cases at the downtown Eugene office of Summit Bank. 
In many local cases, officials continue to see transmission tied to travel outside 
the area, patients infecting others in their household, and small gatherings with 
family, friends, or co-workers. 
Officials say 139 local cases have been associated with travel-related outbreaks; 
75 with household transmission; and 60 with social gatherings. 

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
09/14/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 

 
ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

 
DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, 
SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: 
THERE IS A DENSE SMOKE ADVISORY, A DENSE FOG ADVISORY, AND AN 
AIR QUALITY ALERT IN EFFECT THROUGH AT LEAST THIS AFTERNOON: 
Wildfire smoke and fog have combined to create Unhealthy and Hazardous 
conditions across Western Oregon from the Cascades to the Coast. Visibilities 
this morning are one-quarter mile or less in many areas. They might improve up 
to three-quarter of a mile to two miles this afternoon. 
Persons with respiratory illnesses should remain indoors to avoid inhaling smoke. 
Drivers: The best thing you can do to stay safe is avoid driving unless absolutely. 
Remember to check conditions if you must head out. A number of roads remain 
closed throughout the state. Go to Tripcheck.com or call 511 for real time road 
conditions. 
If driving, slow down, use your headlights, and leave plenty of distance ahead of 
you. Take special care in urban areas, as pedestrians and cyclists may be difficult 
to see. Likewise, pedestrians and cyclists should take care and not assume that 
they will be easily seen by motorists. 
If you encounter heavy smoke while driving here are some steps you can take to 
help stay safe: 

 Slow down and stay alert. Slow driving gives you more time to respond to 
unexpected conditions. 

 Turn on your headlights. Even during daylight hours your headlights will 
help others on the road see you. Use low-beams as high-beams reflect 
off the moisture in the air and cause glare. 

 Use fog lights. If you have them, fog lights can help cut through the 
smoke. 

 Keep plenty of space between you and other vehicles. Visibility, of 
course, decreases in smoke so maintain a safe stopping distance 
between you and the vehicle up front. 

 If visibility becomes too dangerous to continue, pull off to the side of the 
road as soon as safely possible. 

 Never stop in a travel lane. Look for a safe area completely off the road if 
possible and turn off all lights, including flashers, until it is safe to 
continue. 

(TB-LaneCo) – Late Sunday afternoon, officials downgraded the evacuation level 



for Camp Creek, Upper Camp Creek, and the McKenzie Highway between Cedar 
Flats and Camp Creek from LEVEL 3 – GO NOW to LEVEL 2 – BE SET. 
But the evacuation level for residents for all of Deerhorn remains at Level 3 (GO 
NOW). 

 County officials reminded residents that the change to LEVEL 2 (BE SET) 
reflects that fire danger has subsided in that area only enough to allow 
residents access so they may make additional preparations for their 
homes, livestock or other animals. 

 If fire behavior increases, these areas may return to LEVEL 3 (GO NOW) 
and residents must be able to leave again at a moment’s notice. 

 LEVEL 2 (BE SET) means significant danger remains in the area. 
Residents should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter, or stay with 
family or friends outside of the affected area, or be ready to evacuate at a 
moment's notice. Emergency responders might not have time to provide 
you with additional notice if danger increases. 

Here are the evacuation notices and advisories as of Monday morning, 
September 14, at 5:00 a.m. for the Holiday Farm Fire from Lane County 
Government at http://www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire  
LEVEL 3  GO NOW: 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  EVACUATION NOTICE has been issued for 
everyone from the intersection of Camp Creek Road and Hwy 126 east to 
the McKenzie Bridge Campground, including all roads to the north and 
south of the highway.  All of Deerhorn Road is still at a Level 3 
evacuation. 

 LEVEL 3 GO NOW EVACUATION NOTICE east of the Mohawk River 
from Wendling Road to the county line, including Wending Road, 
Paschelke (puh-SHELL’-key) Road, Hileman Road, Bunker Hill Road and 
Mohawk River Road and their connecting roads. 

Level 3 means leave immediately! Do NOT take time to gather things. GO NOW! 
DO NOT delay leaving your property to gather any belongings or make efforts to 
protect your home.   If you choose to ignore this notice, public safety personnel 
may not be available to assist you further. 
LEVEL 2  BE SET: 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for residents from the 
McKenzie Bridge Campground to the junction of Highway 126 and 
Highway 20 (Santiam Junction). 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for the entire Mohawk Valley to 
the Linn County Line except the area west of Marcola Road south of 
intersection with Hill Road is Level 1. Area east of the Mohawk River from 
Wendling Road to the county line remains Level 3, including Wendling 
Road, Paschelke Road, Hileman Road, Bunker Hill Road and Mohawk 
River Road and their connecting roads. 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for Highway 126 to intersection 
with Camp Creek Road, including Camp Creek Road, Upper Camp Creek 
Road, and Cedar Flat Road. 

Level 2 (Be Ready) indicates there is significant danger to your area and 
residents should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with family/friends 
outside of the affected area. Be ready to evacuate at a moment's notice. 



LEVEL 1  BE READY: 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for the Mohawk Valley west 
of Marcola Road south of the intersection with Hill Road. 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for the Fall Creek, 
Winberry, and Lowell areas north from Hills Creek to Signal Point Boat 
Ramp. 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for all residents from 
Highway 126 to Bob Straub to Jasper Road east to Thurston Road where 
it intersects with Highway 126 north to the McKenzie River. 

Level 1 means be aware of the danger that exists in your area and prepare for 
possible evacuation. 
AVOID THE AREA - YOU MAY NOT RETURN TO LEVEL 3 EVACUATION 
AREAS 

 Areas under a Level 3 Evacuation Notice, including the roads within those 
areas, are closed to the public. 

 Any rumors you hear or see on social media that people may return to the 
LEVEL 3 areas to check on homes or look for animals are INCORRECT. 

 The closures protect the safety of everyone. If you return to those areas 
you place yourself at risk from fire, falling trees, downed power lines, 
debris, landslides, and the other safety issues caused by wildfire. 
Unauthorized people also cause delays in firefighting activity if they are in 
the way of firefighting equipment or if fire personnel end up needed to 
assist those unauthorized people. 

 If you are part of an organized volunteer group for a community agency or 
organization, wait to be deployed through the appropriate channels for 
your own safety and to ensure you do not interfere with the fire response. 

  Information about the current evacuation levels, including a searchable 
database of affected addresses, may be found at 
www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire 

FOLLOW THE EVACUATION NOTICES: 

 If you are under an evacuation notice, please comply with requests made 
for Level 1 (Be Ready), Level 2 (Be Set) and Level 3 (Go Now). 

HIGHWAY 126 EAST SPRINGFIELD ROAD CLOSURE: 

 Highway 126: Oregon Department of Transportation has closed Highway 
126 beginning at 69th Street in Springfield through McKenzie Bridge. 

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ODOT) ON ROAD 
CLOSURES: 
With wildfires still burning in much of the state, smoke and fog have greatly 
reduced visibility. Rain is forecast in the Willamette Valley this week and could 
make traveling the road even more dangerous. Trees and rocks are unstable or 
have fallen in the road. Unstable hillsides could bring more debris down or cause 
landslides. 
Firefighters, law enforcement officials, and utility companies need access to the 
highway and will be allowed past the barricades to help with response and repairs 
vital to the fire response and to reopening the area. 
ODOT continues assessing damage to the highway, but guardrail, pavement and 
signs have all been damaged. A significant number of hazard trees will need to be 
assessed and removed before the highway is safe to open to the public. 



The best way to stay safe is avoid driving unless absolutely necessary. 
Remember to check conditions if you must head out. A number of roads remain 
closed throughout the state. Go to Tripcheck.com or call 5-1-1 for real time road 
conditions. 
If you encounter heavy smoke while driving, remember to slow down, turn on your 
headlights, use your fog lights if you have them, and give other drivers plenty of 
space. Remember to never stop in a travel lane and if you must pull over pull off 
the road as far as possible.   
A gallery of photos and videos from wildfires throughout the state is at: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oregondot/. Videos are also at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/OregonDOT 
WILDFIRE SMOKE AND YOUR HEALTH: 
See health and safety tips at 
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/documents/11056/oha-
wildfire-faqs-v6c.pdf  
See air quality levels and more at http://www.lrapa.org/148/Air-Quality and 
http://oregon.envi-das.com/home/map  
(TB-FIRE) – Incident managers say it might seem like a small number. But given 
the size and extent of the fire, they say represents a big accomplishment. 
The Holiday Farm Fire burning up the McKenzie Valley now is six percent 
contained. It has scorched more than 165,000 acres. There are 745 personnel 
battling the blaze, including wildland firefighter hand crews, apparatus crews, and 
structural protection crews. 
Days of hard work by wildland and structural firefighters is starting to pay off: 
Evacuation levels in some parts of the Mohawk Valley as well as some locations 
in the Camp Creek-Cedar Flats area were lowered over the weekend from LEVEL 
3 – GO NOW to LEVEL 2 - BE SET. 
Structural assessment continued Sunday as crews were joined by an 80-person 
national urban search and rescue team (USAR). The team is working to locate 
unaccounted for people within the fire perimeter and begin assessing damage to 
structures. This will be a large-scale operation. The fire currently threatens an 
estimated 23,456 structures.  
Fire crews who specialize in protecting structures made good progress on 
Saturday and Sunday along the Highway 126 corridor. They continued to improve 
fire protection for homes and on Saturday conducted mop-up operations in the 
southwest section of the fire, specifically in the Goodpasture Loop and Deerhorn 
Road areas.  
With more resources in place, fire crews say they have been able to construct 
direct control lines adjacent to the fire’s edge and indirect control lines farther 
back. Additionally, crews have been mopping up, scouting locations for new 
control lines and removing snags to make areas safer for personnel and vehicles.  
Fire personnel appreciate the community’s support but are unable to accept 
donations or use volunteers. For everyone’s safety, fire managers may use only 
individuals with the appropriate qualifications. 
ARE YOU AFFECTED?: 

 Wondering if your residence/business is in an evacuation zone? There's a 
new search tool from Lane County Government that allows you to enter 
your address and find out. Go to lanecounty.org/mckenziefire and click on 



the link near the top of the page to enter your address. Be patient. There 
might be high volume and slower results on the webpage for the next few 
days. 

AVOID THE AREA: 

 Do not approach the area. Fire crews are focused on their emergency 
response. Unnecessary traffic causes delays and confusion during the 
response. Respect road closures. 

LANE COUNTY’S NON-EMERGENCY CALL CENTER: 

 Residents who are affected by the Holiday Farm Fire (McKenzie Fire) 
who have questions inquiries may call Lane County’s non-emergency call 
center between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. The number is at 
541-682-3977. After-hours calls will be transferred to the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office non-emergency phone line. 

SAFE AND WELL CHECK IN: 

 Are you affected by the McKenzie Fire? The American Red Cross's Safe 
and Well website to let family and friends know your status and location. 
Family and friends may search using your information to see your update. 
The Red Cross cannot verify the information and is not responsible for 
any inaccuracies. Learn more at  
https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/index.php 

SHELTER INFORMATION: 
The temporary evacuation sites have been transitioned to being offered by 
telephone. 

 The Red Cross is available to offer resources to those who have been 
impacted by the Holiday Farm Fires.  For Red Cross resources, please 
call 1-888-680-1455 or 1-503-284-1234. 

 The Cottage Grove Masonic Hall (33322 Row River Road) is also open 
for those who have been evacuated. They have space for additional 
recreational vehicles. There are restrooms, showers, and a laundry 
facility. Please call Eston at 541-968-3829 before arriving to confirm 
space availability. 

SMOKE RESPITE SHELTER INFORMATION: In alphabetical order by 
community: 
Creswell: 
New Hope Baptist Church, 597 S. Front St., Creswell. 
8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
(541) 895-4436 
Cottage Grove 
Coast Fork Watershed Office (28 S. 6th Street, Suite A) 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
541-767-9717 
Eugene 
Lane Events Center (796 W. 13th Ave.) 
8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Junction City 
King's Grace Fellowship (48 18th Avenue) 
Call ahead to Pastor Sara Eads to confirm space at 541-514-9298. 
Showers and laundry available. 



www.kingsgrace.com 
FOR PET & LIVESTOCK RESCUE FROM EVACUATION ZONES OR TO HAVE 
PETS/LIVESTOCK FED/WATERED: 

 Call Lane County Animal Services at 541-285-8227. 
 Lane County Animal Services has established a receiving and boarding 

site for livestock (to include horses, goats, fowl etc.) at the Lane County 
Events Center Horse Arena (located at 796 W 13th Ave, next to the Ice 
Rink). Please call LCAS at 541-285-8227 to confirm space. 

 To file a Lost or Missing Pet Report, call the Greenhill Humane Society at 
541-689-1503. 

 Lane County Animals In Disaster has deployed to Greenhill Humane 
Society at 85530 Green Hill Rd, to receive and care for domestic cats, 
dogs, and other small domestic pets. Please call 541-689-1503 for more 
information.  

OTHER ASSISTANCE: 
The Eugene Family YMCA is offering free full-day school-aged programming this 
fall and free 3-month memberships to those who lost their homes to wildfire or 
smoke damage. 

 Families displaced by wildfires and in need of child care are asked to 
complete a survey  https://bit.ly/3bVE83q  

  Families and individuals displaced by wildfires and in need of a YMCA 
membership are asked to call 541.686.9622 or e-mail 
membership@eugeneymca.org or visit the Eugene Family YMCA at 2055 
Patterson Street in Eugene. 

 In order to apply, families will be asked to provide and verify their 
address. 

Members of the Springfield Moose Lodge are offering a place where evacuees 
may park vehicles, get a hot meal, and come indoors to get away from the smoke. 
Call 541-746-3321 for more information. 
LANE EVENTS CENTER OFFERS TEMPORARY OVERNIGHT SHELTER FOR 
VULNERABLE POPULATIONS EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS: 

 The Expo Center at the Lane Events Center at the Fairgrounds has been 
converted into a 24/7 clean air shelter, operated by the City of Eugene. 
The respite center will serve up to 15 vulnerable individuals experiencing 
homelessness. The center will include physical distancing and other 
pandemic precautions. 

 Access to the overnight respite center is through referral through White 
Bird, open daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. at 341 E. 12th Ave., or via White Bird’s 
24-hour crisis line (541) 687-4000. 

The City of Eugene is contracting with St. Vincent DePaul to open the center 
which will offer shelter through 9 a.m. on Tuesday, at which time officials will 
assess the need to extend services. 
Hilyard Community Center will also offer daytime clean air shelter on Monday 
from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. The City and County request the help of community partners 
in identifying additional respite sites. 
LANE ELECTRIC UPDATE: 
The Lane Electric Cooperative has crews working to restore power in parts of the 
McKenzie Valley. 



The utility’s lone substation that receives power from the Bonneville Power 
Administration is located just outside the town of Blue River. And aside from a 
tree that feel onto fencing and other minor damage, the Blue River Substation 
was spared. 
Officials say in July they worked with a neighboring property owner who allowed 
utility crews to clear a 60-foot perimeter around the substation. The work paid off 
last week as the Holiday Farm Fire raged through the area. Having an intact 
substation makes it easier for Lane Electric to restore power in the area. 
The plan is to have the main line east energized by Wednesday to upriver 
businesses including the Blue Sky Market, Takoda’s, and the Harbick’s area. 
To do that, individual line taps that flow from the main line must be individually 
surveyed before they are reenergized. Over the weekend, crews continued to 
replace poles and reinforce lines upriver. 
Lane Electric also secured a two-megawatt generator weighing 90,000 pounds 
that is expected to arrive today. The generator can run for 20 days before it needs 
to be shut down and serviced. When it does, it will take a half-day to refuel the 
generator, change its oil and filters, and perform other basic maintenance. The 
utility will notify customers in advance of any maintenance shutdown. 
Lane Electric also is preparing to repair the area between Vida and Blue River 
when fire officials say it is safe to do so. 
EUGENE WATER & ELECTRIC BOARD (EWEB) CREWS RESTORE SERVICE 
TO RESIDENTS FROM THE THURSTON AREA EAST TO WALTERVILLE: 
Eugene Water & Electric Board repair crews restored electric service to all 
customers in the Thurston, Hayden Bridge and Cedar Flat areas on Sunday as 
fire conditions eased. 
Crews also restored service to Walterville east to the intersection of Highway 126 
and Camp Creek Road. Other restorations completed Sunday include Camp 
Creek Road, Upper Camp Creek Road and Shenandoah Loop. 
Areas east and south of the Camp Creek/Highway 126 intersection remain in the 
Level 3 evacuation zone. As those areas are downgraded to Level 2 or Level 1, 
EWEB crews are ready to begin assessment and restoration work. 
EWEB crews also worked Sunday with Fire Command to assist clearing power 
lines in areas where danger trees need to be removed or to provide access for 
Fire Command’s structural inspection and damage assessment teams in areas 
east of Walterville. 
Other EWEB staff are working with the Oregon Department of Transportation, the 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office, and other agencies to remove danger trees and 
damaged power poles on secondary roads. 
Access for repair crews on Highway 126 in the McKenzie Valley remains 
treacherous. There has been damage to the roadway itself. There are numerous 
fallen trees, power poles and large rocks. With the large amount of emergency 
responder equipment being transported and poor visibility due to heavy smoke 
and fog, extreme caution is required.   
EWEB staff continue to closely coordinate with Fire Command on when it is safe 
to re-energize power lines. This helps ensure the safety of emergency responders 
working in the lower McKenzie River areas. 
EUGENE WATER & ELECTRIC BOARD (EWEB) UPDATE ON TREATMENT OF 
MCKENZIE RIVER DRINKING WATER: 
Eugene Water & Electric Board water treatment staff have made significant 



progress in addressing the taste and odor problems encountered from the 
impacts of the fire. The increase in organic material coming from the burned and 
eroded landscape above and around the McKenzie River caused a smoky smell 
and taste in the drinking water. 
The Hayden Bridge Water Filtration Plant uses a powdered activated carbon or 
“PAC” system whenever there are significant taste and odor problems in the 
treated drinking water. The carbon molecules in the PAC material attract organic 
compounds in the water like a magnet in a process known as “adsorbtion.” Once 
they are adsorbed, the compounds are filtered out. The filters then are cleaned by 
backwashing.  
EWEB began using the PAC system on Wednesday, Sept. 9. The treatment 
process is reviewed and adjusted daily. As water quality changes, more 
adjustments will be necessary. 
EWEB ASSURES ITS WATER CUSTOMER THAT THE TREATED DRINKING 
WATER CONTINUES TO BE SAFE AND MEETS ALL STATE AND FEDERAL 
WATER QUALITY STANDARDS. 
For more information on the utility’s water, power, and repair efforts, go to 
eweb.org or follow EWEB on Facebook or Twitter. Any Eugene customers who 
lose power should report the outage by calling 1-844-484-2300 or by texting 
“OUT” to TXEWEB (893932). 
RECREATION CLOSURES: 

 Willamette National Forest Update: All recreation offerings are closed 
including campgrounds, day use areas, trails, boat ramps, and more. 
Forest Service roads are closed unless you are vacating the forest. 

 Other recreation agencies have similar closures, including the Bureau of 
Land Management, Army Corps of Engineers, and some state and county 
park properties. This is not the time to play outdoors. 

UTILITY INFORMATION: 
Blachly-Lane Electric Co-op: 541-688-8711 

 http://www.blachlylane.coop/  

 Outage information page: http://www.blachlylane.coop/content/outage-
information-0  

Emerald People's Utility District (EPUD): 541-746-1583 

 https://www.epud.org/ 

 Start or Stop Service: https://www.epud.org/my-home/start-transfer-or-
stop-service/  

 Outages: https://www.epud.org/my-home/power-outage-information/  
Eugene Water and Electric Board (EWEB): 541-685-7000 

 http://www.eweb.org/  

 Start or Stop Service: http://www.eweb.org/residential-customers/start-
stop-and-move-service 

 Outage information page: http://www.eweb.org/about-us/news/high-
winds-fire-danger-leave-customers-without-power  

Lane Electric: 541-484-1151 

 https://laneelectric.com/  

 Start or Stop Service: https://laneelectric.com/your-account/connect-or-
disconnect-service/  

 Outages: https://laneelectric.com/outages/outage-map/  



Northwest Natural: 800-422-4012 

 https://www.nwnatural.com/ 

 Start or Stop Service: https://www.nwnatural.com/Service  
Pacific Power: 888-221-7070 

 https://www.pacificpower.net/  

 Start or Stop Service: https://www.nwnatural.com/Service  

 Outages: https://www.pacificpower.net/outages-safety.html  
Springfield Utility Board (SUB): 541-746-8451 

 https://www.subutil.com/ 
 Start or Stop Service: https://www.subutil.com/customer-service/how-to-

start-and-stop-service/  

 Outages: https://www.subutil.com/outage-information/#tab-1  
VOLUNTEERS: 
Most if not all volunteer slots at the Silke Field Evacuation Point are filled. But 
check for other opportunities and to sign up in advance at with the McKenzie 
River Trust, which is coordinating volunteer shifts, at mckenzieriver.org/volunteer  

 PLEASE DO NOT SHOW UP WITHOUT SIGNING UP.  

 Masks are required, and volunteers under age 18 should be 
accompanied by parent/legal guardian/family member. 

DONATIONS: 
The call went out and the response was overwhelming. Quick update on the 
wildfire donation effort from United Way of Lane County: 

 Both the Springfield Silke Field and the Eugene Roosevelt Boulevard 
donation sites were overwhelmed by your generosity and are no longer 
accepting donations. The Roosevelt Boulevard site, managed by St. 
Vincent de Paul, United Way of Lane County and the Lane County 
Emergency Operations Center, was set up on Saturday and in less than 
24 hours received more supplies than it could handle as the outpouring of 
support of goods and supplies for victims of the Holiday Farm Fire 
continued. 

 At this point, the most helpful way for community members to contribute 
is to make a financial donations to United Way’s Wildfire Response Fund: 
http://egiving.unitedwaylane.org/wildfires.  

 If specific donated goods are needed for fire victims in coming weeks, an 
announcement of needed items and of a donation site will be shared.  

UNITED WAY RELIEF FUND: 
United Way’s Wildfire Response Funds support nonprofits and community 
organizations assisting people who have lost their home or business or are 
otherwise impacted by the wildfires. 

 Funds support Lane County organizations working directly to meet the 
needs of families and individuals affected by the fire. Grants will be 
awarded to eligible organizations, which must provide services in Lane 
County, have 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status, be classified as a public entity, 
or have a qualified fiscal sponsor (i.e. a sponsoring tax-exempt 
organization). 

 Funds may be used for food relief, shelter assistance, childcare 
assistance, health care services, and other supports for vulnerable 
populations. 



 Interested in contributing? Donate online at 
www.unitedwaylane.org/wildfires or mail checks to United Way of Lane 
County at 3171 Gateway Loop, Springfield, OR 97477, or call 541-741-
6000. 

 Organizations may apply for funds on a rolling basis, with grants 
distributed every two weeks as funds are available. Applications and 
more information can be found at www.unitedwaylane.org/wildfire-fund-
application 

RED CROSS: 

 The Red Cross is accepting donations for the Western Wildfires, as well 
as its local Red Cross Cascades chapter at 
https://www.redcross.org/donate/donation.html 

DONATE BLOOD: 

 Across Oregon and the West Coast, wildfires are ravaging communities 
and putting a crimp in the local blood supply. Bloodworks Northwest, our 
local blood bank, is asking donors to step up to ensure hospitals and 
clinics across the region may continue to treat emergency patients and 
provide for less-urgent procedures. Blood transfusions used for surgeries, 
for the treatment of diseases, for victims of accidents, and for critically ill 
newborns. 

 Bloodworks Northwest operates 12 donations centers in the region, 
including in Lane County, and is hosting Pop-Up Donor events through 
early October at the Holiday Inn Express, 919 Kruse Way in Springfield. 
Bloodworks Northwest coordinators say some wildfire evacuees staying 
at the hotel said they wanted to donate blood. You can, too. 

 Go to 
https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/GroupLanding.aspx?s=5
13B to make an appointment. Call ahead to check for same-day 
appointments by dialing 800-398-7888. Appointments and masks are 
required. 

 Bloodworks also is testing all blood donations through September 30 for 
COVID-19 antibodies to identify people with antibodies to support 
severely ill coronavirus patients. 

COAD: 
Lane County’s Community Organizations Active in Disaster or COAD brings 
together community organizations to handle disaster response. Learn more and 
donate at https://lane.recovers.org/  
SCHOOL DELAYED: 
All three Eugene-Springfield area school districts have delayed the start of Fall 
classes until Monday, September 21. 
Springfield Schools: http://www.springfield.k12.or.us/ 
Eugene Schools: www.4j.lane.edu/first-day-of-school-delayed 
Bethel Schools: www.bethel.k12.or.us/homepage/bethel-to-postpone-first-day-of-
school/  
MAIL IS BEING REDIRECTED FROM WILDFIRE EVACUATION ZONES: 
What happens to your mail when you are forced to evacuate? The US Postal 
Service has redirected mail in many locations. 
To see the status of your local post office and how your mail and packages are 



being handled, go to https://about.usps.com/newsroom/service-
alerts/residential/welcome.htm and click on "Oregon" to see a list of affected post 
offices and details on getting your mail. 
In Lane County: 

 Mail from the Blue River, Vida, Walterville, and Marcola Post Offices has 
been diverted to the Springfield DCU at 4949 Main Street in Springfield. 
(Note: DCU is a “Detached Carrier Unit” that handles distribution to mail 
carriers for their routes and during normal periods allows some limited 
package pick-up). 

 During the wildfire emergency, it is opening its doors for evacuees to 
collect their mail. 

 Hours for evacuee mail collection are Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m., and Saturday, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

 Retail services are available at Gateway Postal, 3148 Gateway St., 
Springfield, 97475. Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Closed Saturday. 

In Douglas County: Mail from the Idleyld Park Post Office has been redirected to 
the Roseburg Post Office, 519 SE Kane Street in Roseburg. Hours for evacuee 
mail pick-up are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Saturday. 
OREGON DMV OFFERS RESOURCES TO WILDFIRE EVACUEES: 
The wildfires devastating Oregon are leaving many without essential documents 
such as a driver license, ID card or proof of vehicle ownership. Officials with the 
Oregon Department of Motor Vehicles encourage you to online to replace 
damaged identification and documents at DMV2U.Oregon.gov Local DMV offices 
are open by appointment-only for limited transactions. 

 Update your mailing address: If you have a new mailing address or are 
having mail sent to a trusted family member or friend, use the online tool 
to let DMV know. This is important to do before ordering a replacement 
license/ID card. 

 Replace a license/ID card: Order a replacement license or ID card 
online through DMV2U. It will be mailed to the address on record, so be 
sure to update your mailing address if needed before ordering a 
replacement. The card will be printed with the photo on file. 

 Get proof of vehicle ownership: Go to DMV2U to view vehicle 
information and order a replacement registration card. 

 Reporting the loss of vehicle: You can notify DMV of the sale or total 
loss of a vehicle you own using our online form or notify us by mail. 

 Order a replacement title: Ordering a replacement title must be done by 
mail. A fillable form is available on the website to print and mail to DMV. 

To complete most online transactions, you will need your driver license or ID card 
number, plus other information known only to you. If you do not know your card 
number, call DMV Customer Assistance at 503-945-5000 for help. DMV customer 
assistance phone lines are closed on Sept. 11 due to office closures in place 
because of wildfires and hazardous air quality. 
If you are in a car or RV with expired registration tags, remember that there is an 
enforcement moratorium in place through the end of the year. On July 7, 
Governor Kate Brown signed into law Senate Bill 1601, which creates a 
moratorium on citations issued by law enforcement in Oregon for expired DMV 



credentials due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the subsequent reduction of DMV 
services effective between March 1, 2020 and Dec. 31, 2020. 
You can learn more about how to replace DMV-issued documents on the DMV 
wildfire resource page at 
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/DMV/Pages/Wildfire_Alert.aspx 
PROTECTING WORKPLACES (AND HOMES) FROM WILDFIRE SMOKE: 
With hazardous smoke conditions across Western Oregon and lingering in the 
forecast, SAIF, Oregon’s not-for-profit workers' compensation insurance 
company, offers tips on making sure workplaces are as safe as possible and has 
posted a brief video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIYKBd9BNfc  

11. Reduce outdoor air flow: Shut down outside air intakes and adjust your 
air conditioning to use recirculated air. While the precaution for COVID-19 
is to increase outdoor air flow, that should not be the case when the 
outdoor air quality is considered hazardous. 

12. Change your HVAC filters: Consider also using a HEPA-rated room air 
filtration unit. 

13. Keep windows and doors closed: Reduce entering and exiting the 
building. 

14. Re-assign work: If possible, relocate or re-assign outdoor activities out 
of the smoke zone. 

15. Cease work: If the air quality and/or visibility presents health and safety 
hazards, consider closing or stopping specific job functions. 

16. Communicate frequently with employees and customers: Let them 
know about any changes to your schedule, operations, or availability. 

17. Monitor communication channels: This includes the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality at 
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/aq/Pages/aqi.aspx and Oregon Health 
Authority at https://www.oregon.gov/oha/Pages/index.aspx  

18. Consider providing masks: While N-95 masks are in short supply, other 
face masks will provide some protection, including N-99, N-100, or an 
elastomeric respirator with cartridges that offer the same level of filtration. 

19. Reduce other pollutants: Cut down on other sources of air pollutants, 
like vacuuming and cooking indoors, or smoking and burning fuel 
outdoors. 

20. Update your plan: Once the smoke has cleared, consider adding wildfire 
smoke events to your emergency response and business continuity 
plans. 

ANSWERS FROM THE OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION SERVICE: 
WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE WILDFIRE ASH COVERING YOUR YARD AND 
GARDEN? 
Q: My shrubs are covered in ash. When this is over should I take a hose and 
spray them off? 
A: Let's cross our fingers that we get some rain to clear the ash away! But if it 
does stay dry, then you will want to devise a plan to first safely remove ash from 
high use areas of your home like walkways, driveways, garbage cans, mailbox, 
etc. This will reduce the chance of creating clouds of ash and/or tracking it into 
your home. Removing ash from your entire property including garden plants, 
shrubs, and lawns isn't always necessary. And a thin dusting of ash on plants 
(can still see the green color) isn't likely to have long term effects on plant health 



before our fall rains wash it away so no need to remove. 
Focus instead on clearing heavier amounts of ash from plants that you regularly 
come into contact through gardening activities, that are near windows, doors or 
air handling units, food producing plants, or plants that are of high value to you. 
Cleaning up even small amounts of ash that have landed in your yard or garden 
from the wildfires needs to be done carefully. Wait until the air quality reaches 
healthy levels to begin the cleanup. And even though the smoke has cleared, any 
ash particles that are kicked up during the cleaning process can enter your lungs. 
Take care to avoid exposure. 
Wait until the air quality reaches healthy levels to begin the cleanup. 
It is recommended to wear an N95 respirator to protect your lungs when cleaning 
up ash. Due to the COVID-19 public health situation this type of respirator is 
difficult or impossible to find. If you are unable to find an N95 mask and you must 
clean up ash, then wear a close-fitting multi-layer cloth with a filter or disposable 
paper face covering. It won't be perfect but will at least provide some level of 
protection. If you have health issues (especially with your heart or lungs), ask for 
help rather than cleaning the yard or garden yourself. Protect your skin by 
wearing a long sleeve shirt, long pants, socks and closed toe shoes. After 
cleaning, wash your hands and any skin exposed to the ash. Avoid tracking ash 
back into your home by changing clothes and removing shoes after cleaning. 
Keep your windows and doors closed while cleaning to keep ash from entering 
your home. 
Don't use a leaf blower or a household vacuum to remove the ash. This will only 
create a cloud of ash that is dangerous for you and your neighbors to breathe. 
Instead, gently sweep to move the ash off surfaces or use a gentle low-pressure 
stream of water. 
Don't wash the ash down the storm drain. Instead direct the rinse water into low 
traffic grassy or ornamental areas (away from your fruit & veggie garden) which 
will act as a natural filter. Large amounts of ash can be gently swept into a pile, 
bagged in plastic sacks, sealed, and thrown away. 
Again, protect your lungs and take care to avoid creating airborne particles. 
Carefully misting with water before sweeping will help. 
Note: If the ash was produced from a burning structure or you have a thick layer 
of ash due to close proximity to the fire then take additional precautions. There 
may be hazardous chemicals or fire-retardant residue that requires special 
handling. You may need to work with a professional cleaning company in order to 
safely remediate the site. Check in with your local fire jurisdiction or emergency 
operations for more information. 
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH, 
COMMUNITY, LOW-INCOME, HOUSING, SAFETY, AGRICULTURE: Note: The 
smoke from the Oregon and West Coast is spreading East across the country. 
The high haze tinted the sky and sun in the Great Plains the past couple of days 
and reached New York and much of the Northeast today. 
THERE IS A DENSE SMOKE ADVISORY, A DENSE FOG ADVISORY IN 
EFFECT THROUGH AT LEAST 11 A.M. THIS MORNING AND AN AIR QUALITY 
ALERT IN EFFECT UNTIL NOON ON THURSDAY: 
Wildfire smoke and fog have combined to create Unhealthy and Hazardous 
conditions across Western Oregon from the Cascades to the Coast. Visibilities 
this morning are one-quarter mile or less in many areas. They might improve up 
to three-quarter of a mile to two miles this afternoon. 
Drivers: The best thing you can do to stay safe is avoid driving unless absolutely. 
Remember to check conditions if you must head out. A number of roads remain 
closed throughout the state. Go to Tripcheck.com or call 511 for real time road 
conditions. 
If driving, slow down, use your headlights, and leave plenty of distance ahead of 
you. Take special care in urban areas, as pedestrians and cyclists may be difficult 
to see. Likewise, pedestrians and cyclists should take care and not assume that 
they will be easily seen by motorists. 
If you encounter heavy smoke while driving here are some steps you can take to 
help stay safe: 

 Slow down and stay alert. Slow driving gives you more time to respond to 
unexpected conditions. 

 Turn on your headlights. Even during daylight hours your headlights will 
help others on the road see you. Use low-beams as high-beams reflect 
off the moisture in the air and cause glare. 

 Use fog lights. If you have them, fog lights can help cut through the 
smoke. 

 Keep plenty of space between you and other vehicles. Visibility, of 
course, decreases in smoke so maintain a safe stopping distance 
between you and the vehicle up front. 

 If visibility becomes too dangerous to continue, pull off to the side of the 
road as soon as safely possible. 

 Never stop in a travel lane. Look for a safe area completely off the road if 



possible and turn off all lights, including flashers, until it is safe to 
continue. 

Another day of slow but definite progress battling the Holiday Farm Fire. The 
blaze up the McKenzie Valley has scorched more than 166,500 acres and is six 
percent contained. 
The fire team is using bull dozers and other heavy equipment to construct control 
lines across large portions of the fire perimeter. Where the ground is too steep or 
rocky, firefighters build hand lines to stitch together a solid perimeter of control 
lines. Structural crews continue to mop up hot spots around homes.  
Structural assessment teams are working with the 80-person national urban 
search and rescue team to assessing structures and locate people who remain 
unaccounted for. There has been one death. The remains of a person were 
discovered last week near Vida, but the person’s name has not been released 
while officials work to confirm the identity and notify relatives. 
More than 23,400 structures are threatened by the Holiday Farm Fire. Some of 
the biggest structural losses are in and around the community of Blue River. 
The fire has a huge perimeter so even with 745 personnel battling the blaze, the 
crews are stretched thin in places. The emphasis continues to focus on protecting 
structures, both along Highway 126 and on the northwest side of the blaze, which 
is closest to other populated areas. 
Crews are scouting all along the fire’s perimeter, using heavy equipment where 
possible to supplement hand crews to expand short stretches of containment 
lines, tying together natural fire breaks including ridges and road systems. 
Where crews have stopped fingers of advancing fire, they are mopping up on 
both sides. More burnouts are also taking place to deprive the main part of the fire 
of fuel and stop its spread. 
Along the Highway 126 corridor, crews are working to restore infrastructure, 
including electricity. But it is still extremely dangerous on the highway with 
toppling tree and rockfall. Workers are taking down hazard trees, which helps 
allow crews back into the burned parts of the McKenzie Valley to begin 
reestablishing infrastructure. 
Yesterday, a massive, two-megawatt generator weighing 90,000 pounds was 
hauled to Lane Electric’s Blue River Substation, which survived the fire. The 
generator, which can operate for 20 days without a break for refueling and 
maintenance, will help power businesses east of the fire zone, including the Blue 
Sky Market, Takoda’s, and Harbick’s areas. 
Favorable weather conditions with light winds have aided the suppression 
strategy and prompted the Lane and Linn County Sheriffs to lower evacuation 
levels in several areas in recent days. 
Among them: the evacuation level for residents on Camp Creek, Upper Camp 
Creek, McKenzie Highway between Cedar Flats and Camp Creek have been 
downgraded from a Level 3 (GO NOW) to a Level 2 (BE SET).  
The evacuation level for Deerhorn Road remains at Level 3 (GO NOW). 
To the east of the blaze, the LEVEL 3 advisory also was lowered to LEVEL 2 for 
some areas upriver from the fire. 
For those residents in areas that have downgraded to Level 2 (BE SET), 
remember that this only reflects fire danger has subsided in that area, but that 
conditions could change. 
The intent is to allow residents in these new LEVEL 2 areas to make additional 



preparations for their homes, livestock or other animals should they need to 
evacuate again. 
Here are the current evacuation levels: 
LEVEL 3  GO NOW: 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  EVACUATION notice has been issued for everyone 
from the intersection of Camp Creek Road and Highway 126 east to 
milepost 47, including all roads to the north and south of the highway 
(East and West King Road, Caddis Lane, Mill Creek north of Highway 
126, and McKenzie River Drive west of the Community Center).  All of 
Deerhorn Road is still at a Level 3 evacuation. 

 LEVEL 3 GO NOW EVACUATION NOTICE east of the Mohawk River 
from Wendling Road to the county line, including Wending Road, 
Paschelke Road, Hileman Road, Bunker Hill Road and Mohawk River 
Road and their connecting roads. 

 Level 3 means leave immediately! Do NOT take time to gather things. GO 
NOW! DO NOT delay leaving your property to gather any belongings or 
make efforts to protect your home.   If you choose to ignore this notice, 
public safety personnel may not be available to assist you further. 

LEVEL 2  BE SET: 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for McKenzie River Drive east 
of the Community Center. 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for Highway 126 east of 
Harbick’s Inn at milepost 47. 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for residents from the 
McKenzie Bridge Campground to the junction of Highway 126 and 
Highway 20 (Santiam Junction). 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for the entire Mohawk Valley to 
the Linn County Line except the area west of Marcola Road south of 
intersection with Hill Road is Level 1. Area east of the Mohawk River from 
Wendling Road to the county line remains Level 3, including Wending 
Road, Paschelke Road, Hileman Road, Bunker Hill Road, and Mohawk 
River Road and their connecting roads. 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for Highway 126 to intersection 
with Camp Creek Road, including Camp Creek Road, Upper Camp Creek 
Road, and Cedar Flat Road. 

 Level 2 (Be Ready) indicates there is significant danger to your area and 
residents should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with 
family/friends outside of the affected area. Be ready to evacuate at a 
moment's notice. 

LEVEL 1  BE READY: 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for the Mohawk Valley west 
of Marcola Road south of the intersection with Hill Road. 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for the Fall Creek, 
Winberry, and Lowell areas north from Hills Creek to Signal Point Boat 
Ramp. 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for all residents from 
Highway 126 to Bob Straub to Jasper Road east to Thurston Road where 
it intersects with Highway 126 north to the McKenzie River. 



 Level 1 means be aware of the danger that exists in your area and 
prepare for possible evacuation. 

AVOID THE AREA - YOU MAY NOT RETURN TO LEVEL 3 EVACUATION 
AREAS 

 Areas under a Level 3 Evacuation Notice, including the roads within those 
areas, are closed to the public. 

 Any rumors you hear or see on social media that people may return to the 
LEVEL 3 areas to check on homes or look for animals are INCORRECT. 

 The closures protect the safety of everyone. If you return to those areas 
you place yourself at risk from fire, falling trees, downed power lines, 
debris, landslides, and the other safety issues caused by wildfire. 
Unauthorized people also cause delays in firefighting activity if they are in 
the way of firefighting equipment or if fire personnel end up needed to 
assist those unauthorized people. 

 If you are part of an organized volunteer group for a community agency or 
organization, wait to be deployed through the appropriate channels for 
your own safety and to ensure you do not interfere with the fire response. 

  Information about the current evacuation levels, including a searchable 
database of affected addresses, may be found at 
www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire 

HIGHWAY 126 EAST SPRINGFIELD ROAD CLOSURE: 

 Highway 126: Oregon Department of Transportation has closed Highway 
126 beginning at 69th Street in Springfield through McKenzie Bridge. 

Lane County: www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire  
Linn County: www.linnsheriff.org/fire_live_updates_sept_2020/  
WILDFIRE SMOKE AND YOUR HEALTH: 
See health and safety tips at 
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/documents/11056/oha-
wildfire-faqs-v6c.pdf  
See air quality levels and more at http://www.lrapa.org/148/Air-Quality and 
http://oregon.envi-das.com/home/map  
UPDATE ON UNITED WAY OF LANE COUNTY WILDFIRE RELIEF FUND 
DONATIONS: 
The contributions are adding up and making a difference in the lives of those who 
been forced to evacuate and, in many cases, lost their homes during the wildfire. 
United Way of Lane County yesterday disbursing the $200,000 in wildfire 
response funds yesterday and anticipates more disbursements in the coming 
days and weeks. 
The fund launches on Wednesday and has already attracted more than $300,000 
in donations. 
This first round of funding went to: 

 McKenzie Community Development Corporation ($50,000) to provide 
support to multiple community building efforts in the McKenzie River 
Valley; 

 McKenzie Education Foundation ($20,000) to provide support for local 
school district efforts; 

 Blue River Health Clinic/Orchid Health Clinic ($20,000) to provide support 
for health care services for clinic patients; 



 McKenzie River Food Pantry ($10,000) to provide food and other services 
to pantry clients; 

 and an additional $100,000 to Catholic Community Services to provide 
direct financial support to individuals and families impacted by the fires. 

United Way also is reviewing applications from other organizations seeking funds 
to address immediate needs of those impacted, with the next round of funds 
being disbursed later this week. Applications from organizations will be accepted 
on a rolling basis at www.unitedwaylane.org/response-fund-application, and 
United Way will continue to distribute grants as long as funds are available.  
Community members and organizations interested in giving to United Way’s 
Wildfire Response Fund can donate online at 
http://egiving.unitedwaylane.org/wildfires; by mailing checks with “Wildfires” in 
memo line to United Way of Lane County at 3171 Gateway Loop, Springfield, OR 
97477, or by calling (541) 741-6000. 
More than 5,600 wildland and structural firefighters are on the firelines across 
Oregon this week. That is close to double last week’s total but less than officials 
would like as blazes across the West continue to stretch resources. 
Among those supplementing the lines across Oregon: National Guard members—
including soldiers and airmen and -women—trained in fire protection, along with 
inmate work crews, and firefighters from across the U.S. and Canada. 
It comes as newer fires spark and expand on the east side of the Cascades in 
Central and Eastern Oregon. 
They include the Brattain fire near Paisley which has burned more than 30,000 
acres and the 14,000-acre fire near Chiloquin known as the Two Four Two. 
The Archie Creek Fire continues to burn in the North Umpqua drainage east of 
Glide. It has burned more than 121,000 acres through many scenic communities 
but is now 15 percent contained. 
The Thielsen Fire burning north of Diamond Lake stands at close to 6,000 acres 
but is only one percent contained and is burning in heavy timber on federal lands. 
Fire crews remain concerned about the possibility that afternoon winds could fuel 
the 30,000-acre South Obenchain fire near Medford. 
Crews have been making good progress on the Almeda fire between Ashland and 
Medford, which destroyed much of the city of Phoenix and portion of the 
neighboring town of Talent. 
To the north of us, the Beachie Creek, Lionshead, and Riverside Fires have 
burned a combined 450,000 acres. The Beachie Creek is one of the most 
destructive, causing widespread damage in communities ranging from Mill Creek 
and Idanha to Detroit. 
Managers of popular resort Breitenbush Hot Springs posted this week that fire 
crews were able to preserve the lodge and some other key structures. But all the 
resort’s guest cabins and community cabins, massage house, well house, 
maintenance bay, woodshop, and foot bridge were destroyed. The Breitenbush 
cooperative already was financially reeling from a four-month closure during the 
pandemic. 
But fire crews so far have largely protected Silver Falls State Park, considered a 
crown jewel of Oregon’s parks system. 
The Oregon State Police have opened the first-ever mobile morgue in response 
to historic wildfires that are expected to result in dozens of deaths. 



The Oregonian and OregonLive report the morgue was set up in a state facility in 
Linn County. A separate facility is expected to open this week where families of 
the dead and missing can undergo rapid DNA testing to aid in identification. 
Reporter Noelle Crombie writes that the state has activated a 75-member regional 
response team to recover remains in the field and operate the mobile morgue. 
The state received grant funding for the program a dozen years ago and has 
trained for such an event ever since but has never had to use it. 
Oregon State Police are relying on dozens of experts including certified death 
investigators, law enforcement personnel, criminalists, and forensic scientists to 
aid in the effort. The process includes fingerprinting, dental and X-ray stations, as 
well as an examination by forensic anthropologists and pathologists. 
The state opened the facility so it can ease the burden on local medical 
examiners’ offices and work to quickly identify remains to give family members 
closure. 
So far, the state has reported at least eight deaths from the wildfires. Officials in 
Jackson County said Monday that two sets of remains thought to be human were 
determined to be animals, which reduced the statewide death toll. 
At least one death occurred in connection with the fire up the McKenzie. The 
remains were recovered last week, and officials are working to confirm the 
person’s identity and notify relatives before releasing more information. 
Across Western Oregon, another 50 people are unaccounted for. Officials stress 
that some might be have evacuated but not yet contacted family and friends. But 
22 considered missing, according to the Oregon Office of Emergency 
Management. 
State Police officials say if you believe your loved ones are missing, report those 
cases to their local sheriff’s offices. If you have evacuated, you also are 
encouraged to share information on the American Red Cross’ “Safe and Well” 
online registry. 
Fruits and vegetables in the garden that have been showered with ash from 
wildfires should be safe to consume, according to Oregon State University 
Extension Service experts. 
Rinsing the produce outside and then again in the kitchen sink will help remove 
ash and the particulates that accompany it, according to Brooke Edmunds, 
associate professor and Extension community horticulturist in the OSU College of 
Agricultural Sciences. 
Ash and smoke are unlikely to penetrate fruit and vegetables, Edmunds said. 
However, safety becomes more of an issue the closer you are to a fire. Note how 
much ash collected on your produce and the health of your plant to make a 
determination 
“Use your best judgement,” Edmunds said. “If your garden has a heavy layer of 
ash or is located near a structure that burned, the risk is higher. Burning buildings 
contain different toxins than a forest.” 
In addition to rinsing, Edmunds advised peeling produce like tomatoes, apples 
and root crops and stripping the outer leaves of lettuces and other greens. For a 
more thorough cleaning, soak vegetables and fruits in a 10% white vinegar 
solution (one teaspoon vinegar to three cups water), which can lift soil particles off 
vegetables like kale, Swiss chard, savoy cabbage and fruit like peaches, apricots 
and nectarines. 
Avoid going outside to harvest while smoke lingers, Edmunds said. When air 



quality improves, wear a mask (an N95 is best, but if you cannot find one due to 
the shortage, wear a cloth one with a filter) to help filter any residual ash. Avoid 
tracking ash into your house on shoes by removing them outside. Clothes can 
also carry smoke and ash into the home, so change and launder them as soon as 
coming inside. And do not forget to wash your hands. 
If fire comes close to your home, think about taking additional precautions, said 
Lynette Black, associate professor in the Department of Public Health and Human 
Sciences. Smoke, fumes, and heat affect food even if the home seems well 
sealed. Smoke can enter through the smallest openings, including around 
windows and doors. 
In those conditions, Black recommends replacing: 

 Food stored at room temperature like potatoes, fresh fruit and vegetables 
and dried fruit in open containers in cabinets and on shelves. 

 Food such as meats and dairy products in refrigerators and freezers that 
have been contaminated – fumes can enter through seals that may not 
be airtight. If food has an off-flavor or odor when it is prepared, toss it. 
Always err on the side of caution. 

 Food packaged in cans or jars that have been exposed to temperatures 
over 95 degrees. Cans that are split or ruptured or have visible signs of 
damage. 

Food in metal cans that are commercially sealed, undamaged, unopened, 
waterproof, and airtight can be considered safe once they are disinfected. First 
scrub the can with detergent and then submerge it into a mixture of chlorine 
bleach and water. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends 
one cup of bleach to five gallons of water. When finished, make sure to label the 
can. 
Heat can cause jars and cans to split and crack, allowing germs to enter. Even if 
undamaged, heat can cause food to spoil. Smoke and chemicals from a fire can 
potentially poison foods and firefighting chemicals can taint foods. Find more 
information at Food Safety and Wildfires, a resource from the Western Regional 
Center to Enhance Food Safety in the College of Agricultural Sciences. 
The closer your garden is to a fire, the larger the chance the soil may be 
contaminated, Edmunds said. To determine the amount of chemicals that seeped 
into the soil, consider doing a soil test before planting next spring. Collect soil 
samples from several areas, label them with the spots where they originated and 
send them to a lab. The OSU Extension publication Analytical Laboratories 
Serving Oregon is a good resource. 
Mapping the food-growing area and soil sample spots allows you to correlate your 
test results, and identify spots of concern in case you need to do more testing, 
according to the UC Cooperative Extension of Sonoma County, California. Ask 
the lab for a heavy metals panel analysis that includes lead, cadmium, arsenic, 
nickel, and mercury. 
Other actions to take include washing off plants in the garden with a hose, 
mulching and using drip irrigation or soaker hoses to lessen the chance of 
possibly contaminated soil from splashing on plants, especially leafy green 
vegetables. A landscape fabric or weed cloth can be used as a barrier between 
soil and mulch. Avoid kicking up soil as you walk through it. It is very important 
not to use a leaf blower to clean anything outside, including plants, cars, patio 



furniture and sidewalks, so that you do not breathe in ash, Edmunds said. 
Instead, use a gentle stream from a hose. 
Finally, if you have a thick accumulation of ash, it is not a bad idea to amend your 
soil with compost or a “clean” soil mixture from bags or in bulk from a soil 
amendment outlet. According to UC Sonoma Extension, some research suggests 
soil microbial and fungal populations, which help break down organic chemicals in 
soils, would be appropriate for low-level contamination. However, it would not be 
necessary to amend for most people. 
OSU EXTENSION SERVICE ON WHAT TO DO ABOUT WILDFIRE ASH ON 
YOUR YARD AND GARDEN: 
CORVALLIS, Ore. – Let us cross our fingers that we get some rain to clear the 
ash away! But if it does stay dry, then you will want to devise a plan to first 
remove ash safely from high use areas of your home like walkways, driveways, 
garbage cans, mailbox, etc. This will reduce the chance of creating clouds of ash 
and/or tracking it into your home. Removing ash from your entire property 
including garden plants, shrubs, and lawns is not always necessary. And a thin 
dusting of ash on plants (can still see the green color) is not likely to have long 
term effects on plant health before our fall rains wash it away so no need to 
remove. 
Focus instead on clearing heavier amounts of ash from plants that you regularly 
come into contact through gardening activities, that are near windows, doors or 
air handling units, food producing plants, or plants that are of high value to you. 
Cleaning up even small amounts of ash that have landed in your yard or garden 
from the wildfires needs to be done carefully. Wait until the air quality reaches 
healthy levels to begin the cleanup. And even though the smoke has cleared, any 
ash particles that are kicked up during the cleaning process can enter your lungs. 
Take care to avoid exposure. 
Wait until the air quality reaches healthy levels to begin the cleanup. 
It is recommended to wear an N95 respirator to protect your lungs when cleaning 
up ash. Due to the COVID-19 public health situation this type of respirator is 
difficult or impossible to find. If you are unable to find an N95 mask and you must 
clean up ash, then wear a close-fitting multi-layer cloth with a filter or disposable 
paper face covering. It will not be perfect but will at least provide some level of 
protection. If you have health issues (especially with your heart or lungs), ask for 
help rather than cleaning the yard or garden yourself. Protect your skin by 
wearing a long sleeve shirt, long pants, socks, and closed toe shoes. After 
cleaning, wash your hands and any skin exposed to the ash. Avoid tracking ash 
back into your home by changing clothes and removing shoes after cleaning. 
Keep your windows and doors closed while cleaning to keep ash from entering 
your home. 
Do not use a leaf blower or a household vacuum to remove the ash. This will only 
create a cloud of ash that is dangerous for you and your neighbors to breathe. 
Instead, gently sweep to move the ash off surfaces or use a gentle low-pressure 
stream of water. 
Do not wash the ash down the storm drain. Instead direct the rinse water into low 
traffic grassy or ornamental areas (away from your fruit & veggie garden) which 
will act as a natural filter. Large amounts of ash can be gently swept into a pile, 
bagged in plastic sacks, sealed, and thrown away. 
Again, protect your lungs and take care to avoid creating airborne particles. 



Carefully misting with water before sweeping will help. 
Note: If the ash was produced from a burning structure or you have a thick layer 
of ash due to close proximity to the fire then take additional precautions. There 
may be hazardous chemicals or fire-retardant residue that requires special 
handling. You may need to work with a professional cleaning company to safely 
remediate the site. Check in with your local fire jurisdiction or emergency 
operations for more information. 
HEATH: The focus has been on wildfires for the past week here in Lane County 
and much of Oregon. But the pandemic remains a challenge and we have had 
two additional deaths in Lane County in recent days. 
It comes as Lane County Public Health officials yesterday said they have been 
notified of 38 additional positive COVID-19 cases. 
This puts us at 867 confirmed and presumptive cases and 14 deaths since the 
pandemic began. 
Sixty-five patients are considered infectious. One person remains hospitalized. 
The two recent COVID-related deaths include a 96-year-old woman who died 
Saturday evening and an 87-year-old man who died Sunday morning. Both were 
from the Eugene-Springfield area. Neither had been hospitalized prior to their 
deaths. 
The Oregon Health Authority yesterday reported another 511 new coronavirus 
cases and two additional deaths. That put the state’s pandemic death toll since 
mid-March at 511 and the total number of confirmed and presumptive cases at 
29,484. 
Quick testing note: Wildfires and hazardous air conditions have affected and 
reduced recent COVID-19 testing in Oregon. Officials say that over the past 
several days statewide testing numbers appear to have dipped. That is not 
surprising as more people stay home to avoid the hazardous outdoor air. 
There is also a slowdown in processing some tests: Yesterday, the Oregon State 
Public Health Laboratory was forced to close because the lab’s indoor air quality 
became too hazardous to safely use certain types of equipment. That forced lab 
techs to store some test specimens until air safety standards improve. 
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, CRIME, 
COMMUNITY, HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, HEALTH: NATIONAL WEATHER 
SERVICE SYNOPSIS FOR TODAY: 
Same story, different day. A mix of clouds across the region, with smoky skies 
inland. A few showers along the coast today, but mostly dry. Low pressure 
approaches region Thursday, with an increasing chance of showers. Showers 
and a few thunderstorms for Thursday night, as the low pressure shifts inland. 
Showery and cool on Friday, with increasing onshore marine airflow. This will 
bring improving air quality as well. Then more marine airflow into the weekend, 
with the wildfire smoke being shunted off the east. 
MOST OF THOSE REPORTED MISSING IN THE HOLIDAY FARM FIRE HAVE 
BEEN LOCATED: 
Officials with the Lane County Sheriff’s Office say more than 200 people reported 
as missing after the Holiday Farm Fire have been located. 
Six people remain unaccounted for. 
Sheriff’s investigators say many of the missing checked in the past few days with 
family and friends to let them know they evacuated and are safe. 
As for those six people reported missing whose last known location was 
somewhere within the fire perimeter, Lane County Sheriff’s Office detectives, 
retired detectives, and a Missing Persons specialist are working to locate them. 
If you have a friend or family member in the Holiday Farm Fire evacuation area 
who is unaccounted for, contact the Lane County Sheriff's Office at 541-682-
3977. That is Lane County’s non-emergency Call Center line. 
If you reported someone as missing and have heard from them since then, please 
also let officials know by calling the same number, 541-682-3977. 
TUESDAY AFTERNOON UPDATE FROM HOLIDAY FARM FIRE INCIDENT 
MANAGERS: 
Incident managers overseeing the response to the Holiday Farm Fire up the 
McKenzie say the Urban Search and Rescue Team has completed 431 structural 
evaluations in the fire zone. 
The team started at the eastern edge of the fire in the community of Rainbow and 
is working its way west down the Highway 126 corridor, including the hard-hit 
community of Blue River. 
Officials say the team has assessed roughly 30 percent of the more than one 
thousand (1,018) structures in the fire area. These include commercial buildings, 



residences, and outbuildings. 
Of the 431 structures evaluated by the team: 

 315 have been destroyed or failed (308 destroyed, 7 failed due to heavy 
damage sustained in the fire) 

 14 have been damaged 

 102 have no damage 
The initial collection of assessment information is now available to residents. 
Lane County’s non-emergency call center is acting as a central contact point to 
allow those impacted by the fire to receive information about their residences. 
Homeowners and residents now may call 541-682-3977 between the hours of 
7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. to receive their assessment information. 
A Multi-Agency Resource Center or “MARC” will be available for those whose 
homes are affected by the wildfire. The MARC will be open today, Thursday, and 
Friday of this week from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Lane Events Center at 796 
West 13th Avenue in Eugene. 
The Resource Center will include representatives from utility companies, Lane 
County Elections, insurance companies, housing support agencies, Senior and 
Disabled Services, Environmental Health, Lane County Assessment and 
Taxation, waste and debris disposal coordinators, permit and land management 
staff, faith-based services and support, as well as mental health and medical 
support. 
There is support available for those who have been affected by the Holiday Farm 
Fire: 

• Emotional Support Line: 1(800)923-HELP (4357) 
• Disaster Stress Helpline: 1(800)985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746. 

This line is available in 100 languages, 24 hours a day 7 days a week 
• In-person crisis support with Lane County Behavioral Health: The 

Graduate Hotel (66 E. 6th Ave Eugene, OR 97401), Monday-Friday from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Firefighters continue to focus on protecting structures within the fire zone. Again 
yesterday, many crews—including those that specialize in structural protection—
extinguished hot spots in and around homes and other buildings along Highway 
126 and continued their mop-up operations. 
On Monday night, crews conducted a burnout operation in the southwestern 
portion of the fire on industrial timberlands above Deerhorn Road. The embers 
from the burnout started small spot fires that required crews to build additional fire 
control lines. 
On a fire of this scale, fire crews continue to conduct small burnout operations to 
connect fire control lines and limit fire spread. 
In addition, the fire crews are using bull dozers and other heavy equipment, 
largely provided by private industrial landowners, to construct containment lines 
along the fire edge or open existing road systems in preparation for additional 
burnout opportunities.  
The Leaburg Dam has been repowered and Leaburg Lake refilled. It is now 
available as a strategic dip site for heavy helicopters with quick access to the 
most populated areas near the fire perimeter. 
The Lane County and Linn County Sheriff Offices continue to work with fire 
operations personnel to modify evacuation zones where appropriate. For the 



latest information on evacuation areas, please visit: 
Lane County: www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire  
Linn County: www.linnsheriff.org/fire_live_updates_sept_2020/ 
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRIBUTING WILDFIRE RELIEF 
FUNDS: 
Catholic Community Services of Lane County has received $100,000 in United 
Way Wildfire Community Response Funds to distribute to individuals or families 
who have been evacuated due to the fires in Lane County. 
Each individual or head of household is eligible to receive some funding upon 
showing ID or proof of residence in an evacuated zone. 
These funds will be available at the CCS Springfield Community Service Center 
location only, located at 1025 G Street, Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
beginning today (Wednesday, September 16). 
Call 541-345-3628, extension 326 for inquiries. 
On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, the food pantry is open to anyone who 
needs food from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. If coming for the Wildfire Response Funds 
only, come after 12:00 on Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays, or come into CCS 
on Tuesdays or Thursdays (8 a.m. to 3 p.m.) for a shorter wait time. 
Due to COVID-19, lobby access is limited to 1-2 people at a time; social 
distancing and masks are required. 
Wildfire Response funds were donated by Lane County residents and are part of 
$300,000 that has been raised to date. 
To contribute to the fund: https://egiving.unitedwaylane.org 
For more information about Catholic Community Services (CCS) go to 
www.ccslc.org  
HOLIDAY FARM FIRE VIRTUAL COMMUNITY MEETING: 
Watch a streamed update from fire managers and others this evening 
(Wednesday, September 16), at 7:00 p.m.: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/797040091032576/ 
Can’t tune in to the live event? It will be archived on the Holiday Farm Fire 
Facebook page for streaming. 
They were spotted mid-morning yesterday outside a gas station in the 4000 block 
of Springfield’s Main Street, sorting through purses and discarding some items in 
a nearby trash bin. 
That call about suspicious subjects ultimately led to the arrest of two people in 
connection with at least one residential burglary and multiple thefts of mail from 
evacuated residences in the Deerhorn Road area—a neighborhood closed to the 
public because of the threat of the Holiday Farm Fire. 
Now, 30-year-old Stephen Ray Friend and 45-year-old Lorrie Marie Hocker face 
charges of Burglary, Theft, and Mail Theft. 
Springfield detectives are continuing their investigation and say all known victims 
in the case have been contacted by police.   
Police credit the alert caller at the gas station with realizing something was wrong. 
Suspecting the items were stolen, investigators say the caller checked the trash 
bin and found assorted jewelry, credit cards, and documents with victims’ names. 
When Friend and Hocker allegedly left the gas station they drove west on Main 
Street in a gold Ford Expedition with no license plates. 
Police say an officer stopped the vehicle near 17th and Main Streets and a search 
led to the recovery of additional stolen property linking Friend and Hocker to the 



crimes. 
Springfield Police add that they have partnered with the Lane County Sheriff’s 
Office and other local law enforcement agencies to provide 24-hour patrols in all 
evacuation areas affected by the Holiday Farm Fire. The patrols will continue until 
further notice.   
LEVEL 1 (BE READY) EVACUATION NOTICE CANCELED FOR CERTAIN 
RESIDENTS IN THE THURSTON AREA: 
The Level 1 (Be Ready) evacuation level for certain residents in the Thurston 
area has been canceled. The area includes: 

• Residents north of Main Street and west of 75th Street, which is generally 
inside Springfield city limits; 

• The evacuation level remains at Level 1 (Be Ready) south of Main Street 
and east of Bob Straub Parkway in the Thurston area. 

Residents should be aware that changes in fire behavior may require new 
evacuation notifications. They should expect that if fire behavior increases these 
areas may return to Level 1 (Be Ready), Level 2 (Be Set) or LEVEL 3 (GO NOW) 
at a moment’s notice. 
Please continue to monitor cell phones, landlines, local media and 
lanecounty.org/mckenziefire for evacuation updates. 
AND THE FLAG WAS STILL THERE:  
Last week's devastating wildfires swept through many popular Oregon recreation 
and camping spots. 
One of them: Fishermen's Bend up the Santiam River Canyon, midway between 
Salem and Detroit. 
Officials with the BLM Oregon & Washington said they were astonished when 
they were able to inspect the charred site this week: An American flag still flew on 
its flagpole. 
Apart from the flag, “very little else remains at the recreation site,” according to 
Northwest District Manager Jose Linares. 
MULTI-AGENCY RESOURCE CENTER OPENS TODAY: 
It starts today (Wed., Sept. 16) and continues Thursday and Friday. The details 
from Lane County Government: 
The Lane County Emergency Operations Center is hosting a Multi-Agency 
Resource Center (MARC) will be available for those whose homes are affected by 
the wildfire. 
The MARC is open today, Thursday and Friday this week from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. at the Lane Events Center at 796 West 13th Avenue in Eugene, Oregon. 
The Resource Center will include representatives from: 

 Housing support agencies 
 Insurance companies 

 Utility companies 

 Lane County Assessment and Taxation 

 Lane County Elections 

 Environmental Health 
 Waste and debris disposal coordinators 

 Permit and land management staff 

 Senior and Disabled Services 

 Faith-based services and support 



 Mental health and medical support. 
There is additional support available for those who have been affected by the 
Holiday Farm Fire: 

 Emotional Support Line: 1(800)923-HELP (4357) 

 Disaster Stress Helpline: 1(800)985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746. 
This line is available in 100 languages, 24 hours a day 7 days a week 

 In-person crisis support with Lane County Behavioral Health: The 
Graduate Hotel (66 E. 6th Ave Eugene, OR 97401), Monday-Friday from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

See the event listing for the Multi-Agency Resource Center at 
https://www.facebook.com/events/721210948430825/ 
ADDITIONAL NOTES FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY OREGON WILDFIRES: 

 Oregon Health Plan (OHP) members who evacuated without grabbing the 
durable medical equipment (DME), supplies or prescriptions can get 
those items replaced. Contact your insurer-- also known as a coordinated 
care organization (CCO)-- for details. Find your CCO contact information 
here: http://ow.ly/jprH50BoEAi If you are an OHP member with an open 
card, contact Member Services at: 800-273-0557. 

 Many Oregon families may have lost all vital documents to the wildfires. 
New, temporary rules from the Center for Health Statistics waive fees for 
people who have experienced loss of property or life associated with the 
wildfires. The State Vital Records office will provide up to three certified 
copies of a birth, death, marriage, divorce, domestic partnership or 
dissolution of domestic partnership free of charge if the record is 
requested in connection with the governor’s Executive Order 20-35 
related to wildfire response. The Executive Order only applies to fires that 
occurred in Oregon. County Vital Records offices will provide up to three 
certified copies of death or birth records free of charge if the record is 
requested in connection with Executive Order 20-35 related to wildfire 
response. See answers to frequently asked questions and learn how to 
order copies and apply for the waiver on the State Vital Records website 
at 
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/GETVITA
LRECORDS/Pages/Vital-Records-Fees-for-Oregonians-Affected-by-the-
Wildfires-under-Executive-Oregon-No.-20-35.aspx  

 The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today its 
commitment to extend debt relief to Veterans adversely impacted by 
natural disasters. This includes the suspension of debt collection action 
for up to 90 days or extending repayment terms on preexisting VA debts, 
whichever the Veteran prefers. To request assistance for VA financial 
debt relief, Veterans should contact the VA Debt Management Center at 
1-800-827-0648. 

FIVE INSURANCE TIPS FOR WILDFIRE RECOVERY: 
The Oregon Division of Financial Regulation has five tips for homeowners and 
renters who have evacuated or been affected by fire, smoke, and ash damage. 

 Call your insurance company to check your policy. Let your company 
know if you have evacuated. Coverage is typically available for fire, 
smoke, and ash damage to your home and personal property. 



 Ask about your auto coverage, too. You need comprehensive coverage 
on your auto policy to cover fire, smoke, and ash damage, no matter 
where your vehicle is located at time of the loss. 

 If you had to evacuate, save your receipts and, when it is safe, let your 
insurance company know you evacuated. Your homeowners’ policy may 
pay for expenses such as lodging, food, and even pet boarding due to a 
mandatory evacuation. Check with your insurance company to confirm. 

 If you have not evacuated and it is safe to do so, make a quick home 
inventory by taking photos or video of each room in your home. Pay close 
attention to what is on the walls and in drawers and closets. Do not forget 
storage areas such as the attic and garage. Check your insurance 
company’s website for an app or checklist that will help. Or use the Insure 
U Home Inventory Checklist at 
https://www.insureuonline.org/home_inventory_checklist.pdf  

 If your personal belongings are damaged, the insurance company will 
request a list of items that are damaged or destroyed. Take some time to 
work on your home inventory list now. Look through your photos and 
videos to help recall personal items. Be sure to look for smaller items, 
such as jewelry. To the best of your ability, write down the age, original 
cost, and replacement cost of each item. 

Following these tips will help save you money, time, and stress during a wildfire. 
For more information on preparing for a wildfire, visit the division’s wildfire page at 
https://dfr.oregon.gov/insure/home/storm/Pages/wildfires.aspx  
Oregonians that have been forced to evacuate their homes because of wildfires 
should contact their insurance companies as soon as possible to let them know 
they have evacuated and discuss next steps. If you still have questions or 
concerns, the division’s Advocacy Team is here to help. Call the team at 888-877-
4894 (toll-free) or visit dfr.oregon.gov 
HERE ARE THE CURRENT EVACUATION LEVELS: Wednesday morning, 9/16: 
LEVEL 3  GO NOW: 

 LEVEL 3  GO NOW  EVACUATION notice has been issued for everyone 
from the intersection of Camp Creek Road and Highway 126 east to 
milepost 47, including all roads to the north and south of the highway 
(East and West King Road, Caddis Lane, Mill Creek north of Highway 
126, and McKenzie River Drive west of the Community Center).  All of 
Deerhorn Road is still at a Level 3 evacuation. 

 LEVEL 3 GO NOW EVACUATION NOTICE east of the Mohawk River 
from Wendling Road to the county line, including Wending Road, 
Paschelke Road, Hileman Road, Bunker Hill Road and Mohawk River 
Road and their connecting roads. 

Level 3 means leave immediately! Do NOT take time to gather things. GO NOW! 
DO NOT delay leaving your property to gather any belongings or make efforts to 
protect your home. If you choose to ignore this notice, public safety personnel 
may not be available to assist you further. 
LEVEL 2  BE SET: 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for McKenzie River Drive east 
of the Community Center. 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for Highway 126 east of 



Harbick’s Inn at milepost 47. 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for residents from the 
McKenzie Bridge Campground to the junction of Highway 126 and 
Highway 20 (Santiam Junction). 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for the entire Mohawk Valley to 
the Linn County Line except the area west of Marcola Road south of 
intersection with Hill Road is Level 1. Area east of the Mohawk River from 
Wendling Road to the county line remains Level 3, including Wending 
Road, Paschelke Road, Hileman Road, Bunker Hill Road and Mohawk 
River Road and their connecting roads. 

 LEVEL 2 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for Highway 126 to intersection 
with Camp Creek Road, including Camp Creek Road, Upper Camp Creek 
Road, and Cedar Flat Road. 

Level 2 (Be Ready) indicates there is significant danger to your area and 
residents should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with family/friends 
outside of the affected area. Be ready to evacuate at a moment's notice. 
LEVEL 1  BE READY: 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for the Mohawk Valley west 
of Marcola Road south of the intersection with Hill Road. 

 LEVEL 1 BE READY EVACUATION NOTICE for the Fall Creek, 
Winberry, and Lowell areas north from Hills Creek to Signal Point Boat 
Ramp. 

 LEVEL 1 BE SET EVACUATION NOTICE for residents in the Thurston 
area south of Main Street and east of Bob Straub Parkway.  The area 
north of Main Street and west of 75th Street, which is generally inside 
Springfield city limits is no longer under any level of evacuation 
notification. 

Level 1 means be aware of the danger that exists in your area and prepare for 
possible evacuation. 
AVOID THE AREA - YOU MAY NOT RETURN TO LEVEL 3 EVACUATION 
AREAS 
Areas under a Level 3 Evacuation Notice, including the roads within those areas, 
are closed to the public. 
Any rumors you hear or see on social media that people may return to the LEVEL 
3 areas to check on homes or look for animals are INCORRECT. 
The closures protect the safety of everyone. If you return to those areas you place 
yourself at risk from fire, falling trees, downed power lines, debris, landslides, and 
the other safety issues caused by wildfire. Unauthorized people also cause delays 
in firefighting activity if they are in the way of firefighting equipment or if fire 
personnel end up needed to assist those unauthorized people. 
If you are part of an organized volunteer group for a community agency or 
organization, wait to be deployed through the appropriate channels for your own 
safety and to ensure you do not interfere with the fire response. 
Information about the current evacuation levels, including a searchable database 
of affected addresses, may be found at www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire  
HIGHWAY 126 EAST SPRINGFIELD ROAD CLOSURE: 
Highway 126: Oregon Department of Transportation has closed Highway 126 
beginning at 69th Street in Springfield through McKenzie Bridge. 



Lane County: www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire 
Linn County: www.linnsheriff.org/fire_live_updates_sept_2020/ 
HEALTH, SPORTS, ECONOMY: The Big Ten is going to give fall football a shot 
after all. 
Less than five weeks after pushing football and other fall sports to spring in the 
name of player safety during the pandemic, the conference changed course 
Wednesday and said it plans to begin its season the Oct. 23-24 weekend. Each 
team will have an eight-game schedule. 
The Big Ten said its Council of Presidents and Chancellors voted unanimously 
Tuesday to restart sports. The vote last month was 11-3 to postpone, with Ohio 
State, Iowa, and Nebraska voting against. 
The move came amid sharp pressure from coaches, a lawsuit from players and 
pressure from parents and even President Donald Trump pushing for a Big Ten 
football season. The conference is home to several battleground states in the 
November election, and Trump swiftly applauded the move in a tweet. 
The emergence of daily rapid-response COVID-19 testing, not available when 
university presidents and chancellors decided to pull the plug on the season, 
helped trigger a re-vote. 
The Big Ten said it will begin daily testing of its athletes, coaches, and staff on 
Sept. 30. 
The conference said it will require each school to designate a chief infection 
officer to oversee the collection and reporting of data for the conference.  
Team test positivity rate and population positivity rate thresholds will be used to 
determine whether teams must halt practice or play. The earliest an athlete can 
return to game competition would be 21 days following a COVID-19 positive 
diagnosis. 
“Everyone associated with the Big Ten should be very proud of the 
groundbreaking steps that are now being taken to better protect the health and 
safety of the student-athletes and surrounding communities,” said Dr. Jim 
Borchers, team physician for Ohio State. 
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNITY, 
HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, CRIME, MILITARY, EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT, 
RECREATION: Possible heavy rain tonight with a risk of flash flooding and debris 
flows in the vicinity of recently burned areas around the Holiday Farm Fire. The 
rain can dislodge loose rocks and cause debris flows, which might block roads. 
This includes the Oregon Highway 126 corridor between Vida and McKenzie 
Bridge. ; The overnight infrared flight mapped the Holiday Farm Fire’s footprint at 
over 170,000 acres (170,637). The fire’s perimeter measures more than 260 
miles or roughly the distance from Portland to Medford. Containment stands at 
eight percent. The suppression strategy uses a combination of roads, ridges, and 
hand lines to control the fire’s spread. More than 780 personnel (783) are 
assigned to battle the blaze. This includes a mix of more than four dozen hand 
crews, heavy equipment including dozers, fire engines and water tenders, and 
aircraft when weather allows. Across the lengthy perimeter of the fire crews are 
making steady progress. Equipment operators are widening existing roads, 
building dozer lines, and removing trees to create solid control lines. Hand crews 
are following up, connecting control features, and completing burnout operations 
to remove fuels between the main body of the fire and control lines. Structural 
firefighters continue to aggressively extinguish hot spots in and around homes, 
clearing 100 feet around structures. The focus on Wednesday remained on 
mopping up around homes from Rainbow, near where the blaze began, down the 
McKenzie Valley to Vida. Protection efforts also continue around homes in the 
Deerhorn Road and Goodpasture Road areas. The Urban Search and Rescue 
Team has completed 770 structural evaluations of commercial buildings, 
residences, and outbuildings. The team started at the eastern edge of the fire in 
the community of Rainbow and have been working west down the Highway 126 
corridor, including in heavily damaged Blue River. The team has assessed about 
75 percent of the more than one thousand (1,018) structures in the fire area. 503 
have been destroyed (complete destruction of structure); 9 failed (high risk, may 
be subject to sudden collapse); 28 are damaged (medium risk, structure is 
moderately damaged); 230 have no damage reported (low risk, low probability of 
future collapse). Leaburg Lake has been refilled and Leaburg Dam repowered. 
The lake now is available as a strategic “dip site” for heavy helicopters when 
conditions allow aircraft to fly safely. Fire personnel are warmed by the 
community’s support but are unable to accept donations at this time. Similarly, the 



effort is unable to accept volunteers since fire managers may use only individuals 
with the appropriate qualifications. ; Oregon fire officials say once the heavy 
smoke clears, a large number of helicopters and planes will begin aerial attacks 
against Oregon’s major wildfires, including the Holiday Farm Fire. With so many 
lives and property at stake, officials with the Oregon Department of Forestry are 
appealing to drone enthusiasts: Do NOT fly your equipment near wildfires. Drones 
are a safety risk and when they are spotted they lead to shutdowns of aerial 
operations that can last for hours. That puts fire cress on the ground at risk, as 
well as homes, businesses, and other structures. Keep your drone grounded for 
now. Do not get in the way of fire crews using aircraft for water and retardant 
drops, infrared flights, scouting and more. ; During the past two weeks, Eugene 
Police have received information about thefts from several vehicles that were 
packed with personal property and valuables. Investigators are concerned thieves 
might be targeting vehicles of wildfire evacuees who are either staying in Eugene 
or in town picking up supplies. Eugene Police want to make sure you are aware of 
the issue so you may take precautions. Among them: Keep property stored in a 
secure location, ideally not in your vehicle. If you must store them in your vehicle, 
keep everything out of sight. Police say in almost every car clout, victims left 
property visible inside the vehicle. Do not park and then get out to put something 
in your vehicle’s trunk, then walk away from the vehicle. Thieves watch for that 
and will break into your passenger compartment to access your trunk release. 
Instead, put the item in the trunk before you arrive at your location. This is 
especially important shopping locations, recreation sites, and elsewhere. Secure 
vehicles by rolling up the windows and locking doors (even on a hot day – it is 
better to take a few minutes to air out a hot car than to discover a theft). If you 
observe suspicious activity, contact police or your local law enforcement agency. ; 
Traffic control is essential in the effort to combat and recover from the Holiday 
Farm Fire. Controlling access protects first responders and the public, as well as 
structures and other property. Sixteen members of the 142nd Wing of the Oregon 
Air National Guard trained yesterday at the Portland Air National Guard Base 
ahead of their deployment to Springfield. It comes as public safety officials say 
evacuation levels have been downgraded for the Mohawk Valley and a portion of 
the lower McKenzie Valley, allowing residents in those areas to return home. But 
many of those zones remain under a Level 2 advisory—meaning residents remain 
on standby to evacuate again, if needed. Between Walterville and Leaburg, 
people also are being allowed access to their homes. That is good news for about 
800 people. But the highway is closed above Milepost 19, which is the junction 
with the east end of Holden Creek Road. This includes Deerhorn Road from the 
west end near Hendricks Bridge all the way up to the 42000 block. A traffic 
checkpoint is in place in Walterville. You will need to provide ID and your address 
in the zone. Access is limited: Roads are open 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM to confirmed 
residents travelling to and from their residences only. Roads are closed from 7:00 
PM to 9:00 AM to all non-fire related traffic. Roads may close to all traffic at any 
time if unsafe conditions are identified. ; The evacuation level for residents along 
Highway 126 from Camp Creek Road to the east side of Holden Creek Road, 
including Deerhorn, has been reduced to Level 2 – Be Set. The evacuation level 
remains at LEVEL 3 GO NOW for residents between milepost 19 and milepost 47 
of Highway 126. The evacuation level for the east side of the Mohawk Valley has 
been reduced to Level 2 – Be Set – for all residents east of the Mohawk River, 



making the Mohawk Valley Level 2 throughout except where residents were 
already at Level 1 – Be Ready. Residents who choose to return to the newly 
downgraded areas will be required to show identification or other documents to 
confirm their residential address and be aware that: Roads are open 9:00 AM to 
7:00 PM to confirmed residents travelling to and from their residences only. 
Roads are closed 7:00 PM to 9:00 AM to all non-fire related traffic. Roads may 
close to all traffic at any time if unsafe conditions are identified. Only residents of 
these areas will be allowed to reenter and will be restricted to returning to their 
homes and properties only. There is still significant firefighting activity in the area. 
Unnecessary traffic interferes with those efforts. Residents should be aware that 
the change to Level 2 (Be Set) reflects that fire danger has only subsided in that 
area enough to allow residents access to the area so they can make additional 
preparations for their homes, livestock or other animals. They should expect that 
if fire behavior increases these areas may return to Level 3 (GO NOW) and 
residents must be able to leave again at a moment’s notice. Level 2 (Be Set) 
means there is significant danger to your area and residents should either 
voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with family/friends outside of the affected area 
and be ready to evacuate at a moment's notice. Emergency responders may not 
have time to provide you with additional notice if danger increases. ; Catholic 
Community Services of Lane County continues to distribute United Way Wildfire 
Community Response Funds to individuals or families who have been evacuated 
due to the fires in Lane County. Each individual or head of household who is 
eligible must showing ID or proof of residence in an evacuated zone. These funds 
are available at the CCS Springfield Community Service Center location only, 
located at 1025 G Street in Springfield. The Service Center is open Mondays – 
Fridays, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Call 541-345-3628, extension 326 for inquiries. 
Catholic Community Services also operates a food pantry on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:00 a.m. to noon. If you are already stopping by 
for distribution of Wildfire Response Funds, arrive after 12:00 on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, or Fridays, or come into CCS on Tuesdays or Thursdays between 8 
a.m. and 3 p.m. for a shorter wait time. Due to COVID-19, lobby access is limited 
to 1-2 people at a time; social distancing and masks are required. Wildfire 
Response funds were donated by Lane County residents and are part of 
$300,000 that has been raised to date. ; The Lane County Emergency Operations 
Center continues to host a Multi-Agency Resource Center (MARC) for those 
whose homes are affected by the wildfire. The MARC is open again today and 
Friday from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Lane Events Center at 796 West 13th 
Avenue in Eugene, Oregon. The Resource Center includes representatives from: 
Housing support agencies; Insurance companies; Utility companies; Lane County 
Assessment and Taxation; Lane County Elections; Environmental Health; Waste 
and debris disposal coordinators; Permit and land management staff; Senior and 
Disabled Services; Faith-based services and support; Mental health and medical 
support. There is additional support available for those who have been affected 
by the Holiday Farm Fire: Emotional Support Line: 1(800)923-HELP (4357). 
Disaster Stress Helpline: 1(800)985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746. This line is 
available in 100 languages, 24 hours a day 7 days a week. In-person crisis 
support with Lane County Behavioral Health: The Graduate Hotel (66 E. 6th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97401), Monday-Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. ; Are you an evacuee whose business or job are affected by the 



wildfires? Need to update your claim with a temporary address or replace a lost 
ReliaCard? The Oregon Employment Department is offering guidance at 
https://unemployment.oregon.gov/ and https://unemployment.oregon.gov/oregon-
wildfires-frequently-asked-questions ; Interested in donating supplies for our local 
crews helping to battle the Holiday Farm Fire? Members of the Pleasant Hill-
Goshen Fire & Rescue are collecting donated supplies ranging from snacks and 
beverages to cleaning supplies and flashlight batteries. Among the items on the 
list: Chicken feed, duck feed, and peacock feed. Crews say an animal welfare 
group is feeding poultry and other livestock in the McKenzie Valley evacuation 
zones but needs to replenish its supplies. Current drop-off dates at the Goshen 
Fire Department, located at 85880 1st Street in Goshen, are: Tuesdays from 5 - 7 
p.m.; Thursdays from 4 - 6 p.m.; and Saturdays from 12 - 2 p.m. ; So many terrific 
people and groups involved in our local wildfire relief effort. Among them: 
members and their friends at Eugene Masonic Lodge #11. The Masons are using 
their lodge parking lot—a popular spot during Duck home football games at 2777 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd in Eugene—as a donation collection site. See what is 
being accepted and learn how to volunteer at the Lane County 2020 Fire Relief 
Facebook page. ; FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, declared 
the Oregon wildfires a federal emergency on Tuesday. Now, Oregonians affected 
by the wildfires may take advantage of an “exceptional circumstances special 
enrollment period” (known as a “SEP”) for health insurance coverage. Oregonians 
will have up to 60 days from the end of the FEMA-designated period to select a 
new health insurance plan through HealthCare.gov or make changes to their 
existing health insurance plan. This means fire evacuees or those who receive 
insurance through businesses that were destroyed are eligible for a new plan. 
The FEMA SEP enrollment period is backdated to September 8 and will remain 
open until at least November 15. ; The smoke from dozens of wildfires in the 
western United States is stretching clear across the country — and even pushing 
into Mexico, Canada, and Europe. While the dangerous plumes are forcing 
people inside along the West Coast, residents thousands of miles away in the 
East are seeing unusually hazy skies and remarkable sunsets. The sun was 
transformed into a perfect orange orb as it set over New York City on Tuesday. 
Photographs of it sinking behind the skyline and glinting through tree leaves 
flooded social media. On Wednesday, New Jersey residents described a yellow 
tinge to the overcast skies, and weather forecasters were kept busy explaining 
the phenomenon and making predictions as to how long the conditions would last. 
Satellite images showed that smoke from the wildfires has traveled almost 5,000 
miles to Britain and other parts of northern Europe, scientists said Wednesday. 
Although the health impacts are reduced the farther and higher into the 
atmosphere the smoke travels, the resulting haze can aggravate existing 
problems like asthma and add to ozone pollution. ; It was an intense effort and 
potentially saved the lives of millions of young fish. At six hatcheries operated by 
the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife, crews and volunteers worked to care 
for smolts, fingerlings, and adult fish and in one case even spawn spring Chinook 
during a critical time in their life cycle. Most importantly, no human lives were lost 
among ODFW hatchery staff and their families who had to evacuate. But there 
was some fire damage to the facilities. With the permission of authorities 
managing fires, some ODFW staff have been returning periodically, even to Level 
3 evacuation areas, on a limited basis to keep fish at various hatcheries alive by 



assuring that water is flowing, feeding fish, controlling debris, fueling generators, 
and so on. At Leaburg Hatchery, staff who were evacuated from the hatchery and 
their homes at 2:00 a,m. on September 8 due to the Holiday Farm fire returned 
later in the morning to release approximately 1.16 million fish into the McKenzie 
River as the hatchery began losing water. It came as the Eugene Water & Electric 
Board (EWEB) was forced to open the Leaburg Dam rollgates as a precaution so 
debris from the fire would not wash downriver and clog or overtop the dam. 
“Those fish would not have survived very long without new incoming fresh water,” 
said Erik Withalm, Leaburg hatchery manager. “We pulled tail screens to get fish 
out as quickly as we could before evacuating again as the fire approached. 
Fortunately, structures at the facility sustained only minor damage with only the 
wellhouse and a tractor burning.” Most of the fish released from Leaburg, which 
include yearling spring Chinook, summer steelhead and rainbow trout, are 
expected to survive after spending the next few months in the river. The spring 
Chinook and summer steelhead that were released will head downstream to the 
ocean as part of their natural life cycle with some eventually returning to the 
hatchery in 2-4 years. The rainbow trout will stay in the river and continue to 
provide a fishing opportunity for anglers. Some fish on site that were meant for 
release in another basin were not released and died on site, because ODFW 
hatcheries do not release “out of basin” stocks. While the vast majority of fish 
released made it out to the river, an estimated 5-10 percent did not get out of the 
hatchery before it was dewatered. As Leaburg Lake has refilled, hatchery staff are 
returning to the site and “recollecting” spring Chinook adults in a trap for eventual 
spawning and to transfer any eggs to McKenzie Hatchery. Any dead fish at the 
site are being removed. The hatchery’s popular sturgeon also survived the fire, 
but might eventually be released into the McKenzie River as the hatchery is no 
longer suited for long-term holding of the sturgeon due to likely water supply 
issues that are expected in the coming months of wildfire recovery. ; Move-in 
days for freshmen, transfer students, and returning students at the University of 
Oregon are bringing families to Eugene this week. But that is putting a crunch on 
hotels and motels in Lane County, which opened their doors to wildfire evacuees. 
The lodging establishments have been accepting vouchers issued by the 
American Red Cross and other relief agencies to provide temporary housing for 
individual and families—and in many cases their pets—since the Holiday Farm 
Fire roared down the McKenzie Valley last week and forced many from their 
homes. But the hotels and motels also had reservations on the books for the end 
of this week as out-of-town University of Oregon families arrived in Eugene-
Springfield to help get their students settled in residence halls. The U-of-O is 
holding mostly remote learning for Fall classes. But officials announced earlier 
this summer that they were opening dormitories to incoming freshmen—with 
COVID-19 precautions in place—so they could experience campus life. The 
challenge? Lodging establishments now need some of the rooms housing 
evacuees for those guests who made earlier reservations. Yesterday, some 
evacuees said they received printed notices that they needed to check out of their 
rooms by noon today. While some have found lodging with family and friends in 
Lane County or even outside the area, a KEZI-TV reporter spoke to others who 
said they were scrambling to find new places to stay. Relief officials have made a 
limited numbers of spaces available in a temporary new shelter at West Eugene’s 
Churchill High School. But some evacuees told KEZI they did not feel comfortable 



in a group setting, even with physical distancing and other precautions. The 
Churchill shelter also cannot accept animals. The Greenhill Humane Society is 
offering temporary shelter for pets. But some families say they are hesitant to be 
separated from their dogs and cats. / HEALTH, EDUCATION, SPORTS: The 
University of Oregon’s residence hall move-in begins tomorrow. It will be an 
“Unpack the Quack” event unlike any in campus history. All students living in the 
residence halls will be required to have a COVID-19 test with a negative result 
before they are allowed to move in. COVID-19 testing is taking place 
inside Matthew Knight Arena for at least the first few days and students are 
arriving over several days to avoid crowding at the testing site. The student 
testing appointments are taking place during the next week, September 18 
through September 25. Residence hall check-in, which are normally a curbside 
outdoor event as families unload student belongings on Agate Street, instead is 
taking place at the Ford Alumni Center until outside air quality returns to 
reasonable levels. But U-of-O officials say on their website that the indoor air 
quality in some of their older residence halls remains below acceptable levels 
because of the wildfire smoke. As a result, campus leaders have delayed the 
move-in for several dormitories, including Earl, Hamilton, and Walton Halls, until 
things improve. The postponement also is delaying testing appointments for those 
students. In many cases, that is keeping their families in town for several 
additional days. The University of Oregon’s website also notes that many local 
hotels and motels are housing evacuees from the wildfires and recommended 
that students and families contact their hotels to ensure there are no changes to 
their reservations. ; Pac-12 sports are one step closer to returning in Oregon. 
Governor Kate Brown and the Oregon Health Authority yesterday granted a 
request from the University of Oregon and Oregon State University athletic 
departments for an exemption to the state’s pandemic sports guidance. It comes 
after the Big Ten conference yesterday announced plans to start its football 
season on October 23-24. That left the Pac-12 as the only conference still holding 
off on games until after the first of the year and increased pressure on conference 
officials and members schools to move to an abbreviated fall conference-only 
plan. What is different now? Big Ten officials yesterday announced plans for 
regular rapid-result COVID-19 testing of players, coaches, and staff. The Pac-12 
announced earlier this month it has secured rapid-testing machines that should 
arrive by September 30. Those devices were not available when the conferences 
initially voted to postpone their season. But many details need to be resolved for 
the Pac-12 to set a kick-off, most likely in early November. Final approvals are still 
needed in each state where there are conference schools. That might be easier to 
secure in Oregon than in California, where there are continuing outbreaks of the 
coronavirus. State officials also want to ensure that any efforts to restart football 
programs at Oregon and Oregon State, whether contact drills or games, do not 
endanger the health of their university communities or the wider communities in 
Eugene and Corvallis. The Ducks and Beavers athletic departments first must 
submit protocols to the Oregon Health Authority and the Governor’s office to 
ensure training, competition and play aligns with all public health guidance and 
county phase requirements. Pac-12 Conference sports events that are played in 
Oregon also will need to comply with the state’s Phase Two Reopening Guidance 
for Venues and Event Operators, which includes strict limits on the size of 
crowds. Pac-12 presidents and chancellors meet Friday to go over the football 



and basketball calendars, among other topics. A spokesman for University of 
Oregon president Michael Schill, the chair of the Pac-12′s presidents and 
chancellors, and Oregon State athletic director Scott Barnes declined comment 
when contacted by reporters. /  
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, WEATHER, SAFETY, COMMUNITY, 
TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, CRIME: Rainfall varied widely 
overnight, depending on whether you were near one of the passing 
thunderstorms. At Eugene’s airport, for example, the National Weather Service 
rain gauge received 0.93” in three hours from 11 p.m. and 2 a.m. The overnight 
heavy rain brought a risk of flash flooding and debris flows in the vicinity of 
recently burned areas around the Holiday Farm Fire. Assessments will be 
underway today to assess and clear any debris flows blocking roadways in the 
Oregon Highway 126 corridor between Vida and McKenzie Bridge. ; The Holiday 
Farm Fire’s footprint is still estimated at slightly more than 170,000 acres 
(170,637). The blaze is ten percent contained. More than 800 personnel (812) are 
battling the blaze, primarily on the ground but with some air support when 
conditions allow. The fire’s perimeter measures more than 260 miles. Wildland 
fire crews continue working to increase and strengthen fire containment lines 
using hand crews, fire engines and heavy machinery. Structural firefighters 
continue to aggressively extinguish hot spots in and around homes. The Urban 
Search and Rescue team continued to push west through Vida and into the 
Goodpasture Road area. The team has completed more than 1,100 (1,163) 
structural evaluations in the fire area including residences, business, and 
outbuildings. According to Thursday’s update, more than 700 structures (714) 
were destroyed. Nine failed after being heavily damaged by the flames. Another 
33 remain standing but sustained damage. More than 400 (407) are undamaged. 
Thursday was the last shift for many Lane County-based firefighting crews and 
resources. Out of state firefighters and equipment are arriving to take their place. 
This allows our local crews to return to their home communities. But local 
agencies will remain heavily involved in the fire effort until the handover is 
complete. Incident commanders say our local crews were critical early last in 
getting an initially hectic and volatile situation under control and they continue to 
provide guidance to responders from other regions. They also stand ready to 
return should the need arise. The Lane and Linn County Sheriff Offices continue 
to work with fire operations personnel to modify evacuation zones where 
appropriate. Officials say they have received a lot of questions about how fires 
are named. Fire names are created to provide useful landmarks for incoming fire 
crews. The Holiday Farm Fire was named after a popular nearby local landmark 
business. But fire managers emphasize the business had NOTHING to do with 



the cause of the fire. The cause of the blaze remains under investigation. ; The 
forecast of thunderstorms accompanied by potential lightning, gusty wind, heavy 
rains, and hail yesterday afternoon prompted officials with the Oregon 
Department of Forestry to order a suspension of many operations in the battle 
against the Holiday Farm Fire. That included all utility crews, as well as any non-
essential people wanting to enter Level 3 evacuation areas and other areas within 
the fire footprint. The precautionary suspension of operations continues until at 
least 6 p.m. this evening but could be extended if conditions warrant. Fire 
managers say they are concerned about the risk of fire-weakened trees and rocks 
falling into the roadway or in areas where personnel are working. Homeowners 
who have chosen not to evacuate were directed to remain at home or to evacuate 
ahead of the weather event and not travel the road system within the fire 
perimeter. The only utility crews allowed to remain in the area were those directly 
involved in the Highway 126 snag-removal operation or Leaburg Dam. ; On 
Thursday afternoon, the Level 3 (GO NOW) evacuation level for certain residents 
in the McKenzie Bridge area was been downgraded to a Level 2 (Be Set). The 
area includes East King Road, Drury Drive and Delta Drive. The Belknap Bridge 
remains closed. Traffic for East King Road and Delta Drive must use Horse Creek 
Road. Residents should be aware that the change to Level 2 (Be Set) reflects that 
fire danger has only subsided in that area enough to allow residents access to the 
area so they can make additional preparations for their homes, livestock or other 
animals. They should expect that if fire behavior increases these areas may 
return to Level 3 (GO NOW) and residents must be able to leave again at a 
moment’s notice. Level 2 (Be Set) means there is significant danger to your area 
and residents should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with family/friends 
outside of the affected area and be ready to evacuate at a moment's notice. 
Emergency responders may not have time to provide you with additional notice if 
danger increases. ; On Thursday, utility crews with Lane Electric attempted to 
restore power to areas east of Blue River which are currently under a Level 2 
evacuation notice. But there were technical issues with the generator while crews 
attempted to pick up and balance the system’s load and they were not able to 
safely resolve the issue. Lane Electric officials say they are working with the 
support system at Peterson Cat and have an action plan for today if conditions 
allow crews to resume their work. Once things are resolved, utility officials say 
they will energize the system using the generator to restore power to the 
Harbick’s area, as well as Takoda’s, Blue Sky Market, and other nearby 
customers. ; The Lane County Emergency Operations Center continues to host a 
Multi-Agency Resource Center (MARC) for those whose homes are affected by 
the wildfire. The MARC is open again today from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the 
Lane Events Center at 796 West 13th Avenue in Eugene, Oregon. The Resource 
Center includes representatives from: Housing support agencies; Insurance 
companies; Utility companies; Lane County Assessment and Taxation; Lane 
County Elections; Environmental Health; Waste and debris disposal coordinators; 
Permit and land management staff; Senior and Disabled Services; Faith-based 
services and support; Mental health and medical support. There is additional 
support available for those who have been affected by the Holiday Farm Fire: 
Emotional Support Line: 1(800)923-HELP (4357). Disaster Stress Helpline: 
1(800)985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746. This line is available in 100 
languages, 24 hours a day 7 days a week. In-person crisis support with Lane 



County Behavioral Health: The Graduate Hotel (66 E. 6th Ave Eugene, OR 
97401), Monday-Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. ; 
Catholic Community Services of Lane County continues to distribute United Way 
Wildfire Community Response Funds to individuals or families who have been 
evacuated due to the fires in Lane County. Each individual or head of household 
who is eligible must showing ID or proof of residence in an evacuated zone. 
These funds are available at the CCS Springfield Community Service Center 
location only, located at 1025 G Street in Springfield. The Service Center is open 
Mondays – Fridays, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Call 541-345-3628, extension 326 for 
inquiries. Catholic Community Services also operates a food pantry on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:00 a.m. to noon. If you are already stopping by 
for distribution of Wildfire Response Funds, arrive after 12:00 on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, or Fridays, or come into CCS on Tuesdays or Thursdays between 8 
a.m. and 3 p.m. for a shorter wait time. Due to COVID-19, lobby access is limited 
to 1-2 people at a time; social distancing and masks are required. Wildfire 
Response funds were donated by Lane County residents and are part of 
$300,000 that has been raised to date. To contribute to the fund: 
https://egiving.unitedwaylane.org For more information about Catholic Community 
Services (CCS) go to www.ccslc.org  ; Additional notes for those affected by 
Oregon wildfires: Oregon Health Plan (OHP) members who evacuated without 
grabbing the durable medical equipment (DME), supplies or prescriptions can get 
those items replaced. Contact your insurer-- also known as a coordinated care 
organization (CCO)-- for details. Find your CCO contact information here: 
http://ow.ly/jprH50BoEAi If you are an OHP member with an open card, contact 
Member Services at: 800-273-0557. ; Many Oregon families may have lost all 
vital documents to the wildfires. New, temporary rules from the Center for Health 
Statistics waive fees for people who have experienced loss of property or life 
associated with the wildfires. The State Vital Records office will provide up to 
three certified copies of a birth, death, marriage, divorce, domestic partnership or 
dissolution of domestic partnership free of charge if the record is requested in 
connection with the governor’s Executive Order 20-35 related to wildfire 
response. The Executive Order only applies to fires that occurred in Oregon. 
County Vital Records offices will provide up to three certified copies of death or 
birth records free of charge if the record is requested in connection with Executive 
Order 20-35 related to wildfire response. See answers to frequently asked 
questions and learn how to order copies and apply for the waiver on the State 
Vital Records website at 
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/GETVITALRECO
RDS/Pages/Vital-Records-Fees-for-Oregonians-Affected-by-the-Wildfires-under-
Executive-Oregon-No.-20-35.aspx  ; The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) announced Wednesday its commitment to extend debt relief to Veterans 
adversely impacted by natural disasters. This includes the suspension of debt 
collection action for up to 90 days or extending repayment terms on preexisting 
VA debts, whichever the Veteran prefers. To request assistance for VA financial 
debt relief, Veterans should contact the VA Debt Management Center at 1-800-
827-0648. ; Lane County’s non-emergency call center for the Holiday Farm Fire 
has reduced its hours slightly as call volume has fallen. The center now answers 
calls between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Previously, it was open later during the 
evenings. Evacuated residents and those with properties located within the 



perimeter of the Holiday Farm Fire may call 541-682-3977 for information about 
the status of their residences and make other inquiries related to the fire. Lane 
County Emergency Management and public safety partners continue to perform 
structural assessments on homes within the fire perimeter. An initial collection of 
assessment information is available. ; During the past two weeks, Eugene Police 
have received information about thefts from several vehicles that were packed 
with personal property and valuables. Investigators are concerned thieves might 
be targeting vehicles of wildfire evacuees who are either staying in Eugene or in 
town picking up supplies. Eugene Police want to make sure you are aware of the 
issue so you may take precautions. Keep property stored in a secure location, 
ideally not in your vehicle. If you must store them in your vehicle, keep everything 
out of sight. Police say in almost every car clout, victims left property visible inside 
the vehicle. Do not park and then get out to put something in your vehicle’s trunk, 
then walk away from the vehicle. Thieves watch for that and will break into your 
passenger compartment to access your trunk release. Instead, put the item in the 
trunk before you arrive at your location. This is especially important shopping 
locations, recreation sites, and elsewhere. Secure vehicles by rolling up the 
windows and locking doors (even on a hot day – it is better to take a few minutes 
to air out a hot car than to discover a theft). If you observe suspicious activity, 
contact police or your local law enforcement agency. ; Oregon fire officials say 
once the heavy smoke clears, a large number of helicopters and planes will begin 
aerial attacks against Oregon’s major wildfires, including the Holiday Farm Fire. 
With so many lives and property at stake, officials with the Oregon Department of 
Forestry are appealing to drone enthusiasts: Do NOT fly your equipment near 
wildfires. Drones are a safety risk and when they are spotted they lead to 
shutdowns of aerial operations that can last for hours. That puts fire cress on the 
ground at risk, as well as homes, businesses, and other structures. Keep your 
drone grounded for now. Do not get in the way of fire crews using aircraft for 
water and retardant drops, infrared flights, scouting and more. ; Among the 
unsung heroes on the Holiday Farm Fire: the private forestry companies whose 
personnel and heavy equipment are building and reinforcing containment lines 
with other wildfire crews. They have been working long hours to help protect 
property and structures and prevent the blaze from significantly expanding. ; A lot 
of work behind the scenes and a lot of juggling of rooms and resources means 
some evacuees of the Holiday Farm Fire—who were notified on Wednesday they 
might need to check out of hotel rooms yesterday—may remain where they are. 
Hundreds of evacuees and their pets are staying in more than one dozen local 
hotels and motels, using vouchers provided by the Red Cross. But the move-in 
days for freshmen, transfer students, and returning students at the University of 
Oregon begin today and continue for the next week, at least. Because the move-
in is being slowed while students undergo and await the results of mandatory 
COVID-19 testing, they and their families booked rooms at local lodging 
establishments, often for multiple days. But that is putting a crunch on the hotels 
and motels that opened their doors to wildfire evacuees but in some cases had 
contracts with the Red Cross that only lasted through midday yesterday. On 
Thursday afternoon, officials announced an update for at least one group of local 
hotel properties, saying the contact has been extended through October 3. 
Officials with the Red Cross, the local hotels, and Lane County Government 
expressed regret yesterday about the confusion. Managers with the hotels and 



motels said their employees stepped up during the past week-and-a-half to help 
provide services to evacuees, their children, and their pets. While some Holiday 
Farm Fire evacuees had already found lodging with family and friends in Lane 
County or even outside the area, others have scrambled to find new places to 
stay. When the confusion over lodging emerged on Wednesday, relief officials 
said a limited number of spaces were available in a temporary new shelter at 
West Eugene’s Churchill High School. Some evacuees did relocate there. But 
others said they did not feel comfortable in a group setting, even with physical 
distancing and other precautions. The Churchill shelter also cannot accept 
animals. While the Greenhill Humane Society was offering temporary shelter for 
pets, some families said they were hesitant to be separated from their dogs and 
cats. / EDUCATION, DISASTERS, HEALTH, HOUSING: The University of 
Oregon’s residence hall move-in begins today. It will be an “Unpack the Quack” 
event unlike any in campus history. The U-of-O is holding mostly remote learning 
for Fall classes. But officials announced earlier this summer that they were 
opening dormitories with COVID-19 precautions in place. All students living in the 
residence halls will be required to have a COVID-19 test with a negative result 
before they can move in. COVID-19 testing is taking place inside Matthew 
Knight Arena for at least the first few days and students are arriving over several 
days to avoid crowding at the testing site. The student testing appointments are 
taking place today through next Friday, September 25. Residence hall check-in, 
which are normally a curbside outdoor event as families unload student 
belongings on Agate Street, instead is taking place at the Ford Alumni 
Center until outside air quality returns to reasonable levels. U-of-O officials said 
earlier on their website that the indoor air quality in some of their older residence 
halls remains below acceptable levels because of the wildfire smoke. As a result, 
campus leaders delayed the move-in for several dormitories, including Earl, 
Hamilton, and Walton Halls, until things improve. The postponement also is 
delaying testing appointments for those students. In many cases, that is keeping 
their families in town for several additional days. The University of Oregon’s 
website also notes that many local hotels and motels are housing evacuees from 
the wildfires and recommended that students and families contact their hotels to 
ensure there are no changes to their reservations. / HEALTH, SAFETY, 
COMMUNITY, FAMILY, YOUTH, ELDERS, SPORTS: We are losing our battle to 
contain the spread of COVID-19 in Lane County. Yesterday, public health officials 
pleaded with residents to protect themselves and others as the number of new 
coronavirus infections continues to surge. Lane County yesterday reported 23 
new confirmed or presumptive cases of COVID-19. Eighty-five people are 
infectious—a record number locally. Four people remain hospitalized. Since mid-
March, 14 people have died. County spokesman Jason Davis says small 
gatherings are fueling the new cases. He provided three examples: One involved 
a person associated with the outbreak among staff and residents at Evergreen 
Memory Care. Health investigators say that person was asymptomatic when they 
attended a large celebration that exceeded recommended limits on size and had 
contact with 27 people. In another instance, a birthday party that also exceeded 
recommended limits on the size of gatherings took place in a backyard. 
Organizers thought holding the event outdoors would be enough of a precaution. 
Many attendees did not wear masks or physically distance. County officials have 
identified 15 cases and numerous contacts tied to that event. Another birthday 



party took place in a local restaurant with a gathering that also exceeded 
recommended limits on size. It resulted in nine cases of COVID-19 and 15 
contacts. County officials warn that what they consider “exponential growth” in the 
number of infections has implications for local schools and could push back the 
start of in-person classes for students. They say these are other new cases have 
nearly doubled Lane County’s positivity rate to 4.2 percent. Health experts say 
now is the time to “hunker down” and prevent the spread of the coronavirus. If you 
are planning a gathering, they are asking you to reconsider those plans. They add 
that while the health effects from wildfire smoke have dominated everyone’s 
attention the past two weeks, COVID-19 will be here long after that and threatens 
the health of many residents, particularly those who are older or have vulnerable 
health conditions. Even if they recover, they often face extended health issues 
and medical bills. ;  The Pac-12 university presidents and chancellors meet today 
to hear options for staging a fall football season, but Commissioner Larry Scott 
says a vote by the CEO Group is not expected just yet. It comes after the Big Ten 
Conference changed course earlier this week. Instead of postponing Fall sports 
until after the new Year, the Big Ten set a late October start for football, the Pac-
12 appears headed toward a similar move. The Pac-12′s medical concerns about 
playing through the pandemic have been eased by the conference earlier this 
month securing rapid, daily COVID-19 testing for all its schools. This week 
brought more good news for those backing a Fall season: State and local 
authorities in Oregon and California signaled they would be willing to ease 
COVID-19-related restrictions that have made it nearly impossible for six Pac-12 
teams to prepare for a football season. There is still work to be done with health 
officials, but things are moving quickly enough that the Pac-12 is hopeful it could 
start a season that allows its teams to compete for a spot in the College Football 
Playoff. The four playoff teams are scheduled to be selected Dec. 20. The Big 
Ten’s plan is to start an eight-games-in-eight-weeks regular season the weekend 
of Oct. 24, with a championship game on Dec. 19. The San Jose Mercury News 
reported, citing unidentified sources, that the Pac-12’s athletic directors were 
targeting Oct. 31 to start football season. Conference Commissioner Larry Scott 
declined to confirm the report or go into any details about potential models for a 
season. The Pac-12 presidents’ meeting was originally scheduled to address 
basketball. The NCAA set a Nov. 25 opening date for the season. Scott said for 
the same reasons there is hope for a fall football season there is optimism the 
Pac-12 will start basketball season at the same time as the rest of the country. 
But another immediate concern for both the Pac-12 is the wildfires raging in 
California and Oregon that have led to unsafe air quality in some areas, which 
could affect any allowed practices. /  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
09/21/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 

 
ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

 
DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, RECREATION, 
COMMUNITY, HOUSING, BUSINESS: There are no longer any Level 3 “Go 
Now” evacuation zones in effect in Lane County. Yesterday, officials lowered the 
advisory for the main section of the McKenzie Valley to Level 2 “Be Set.” The 
announcement came Sunday morning, part of a three-day stretch during which 
fire crews continued to mop up hot spots and widen protective zones around 
surviving homes and other structures. Some areas east and west of the burn 
zone that had been under Level 2 and Level 1 evacuation notices also saw 
downgrades on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. In a few cases, the evacuation 
notices were dropped entirely. The changes allowed many evacuees to return 
home to neighborhoods that had escaped the spread of the Holiday Farm Fire. 
Dropping the Level 3 notice between Leaburg to just east of Rainbow means 
some evacuated residents will be able to begin accessing the burn zone. But for 
some that might not happen immediately. Crews are still working to ensure safer 
access to heavily damaged neighborhoods and properties. The Holiday Farm Fire 
has destroyed 911 structures and caused nine others to fail. Forty-one are 
damaged. But 576 survived. Those residents who are able to access their land 
and structures are being asked to avoid barricaded locations for their own safety. 
Officials note that fire-damaged structures can be extremely hazardous. 
Residents are encouraged to have professionals assess and deal with damaged 
areas once those areas open for return. Among the serious hazards that remain 
are unstable and falling debris, potential exposure to toxic substances including 
asbestos, and potential exposure to wildfire ash and materials that might irritate 
the eyes, lungs, and skin. Residents were also reminded that the change to Level 
2 (Be Set) means fire danger has subsided but could return to Level 3 (Go Now) 
should conditions change. ; Although evacuation levels were lowered on Sunday, 
drivers are NOT being allowed on a 23-mile section of Highway 126 through the 
fire zone. The Oregon Department of Transportation continues to block public 
travel between Leaburg Dam Road at milepost 23.9 and the west entrance of 
McKenzie River Drive at milepost 46.3. That is both for safety and to allow wildfire 
and road crews to continue their work. ODOT spokesman Jim Gamble said on 
Sunday morning that fire-damaged trees continue to fall on the highway. Gamble 
says there are half-a-dozen ODOT crews working 12-hour days seven days a 
week to remove them, but they cannot get to all of them at once. He says the 
situation is hazardous for the crews, themselves: Thousands of burned trees 



hang over the roadway, many with compromised root systems, charred trunks, 
and limbs. He says crews are seeing and hearing them fall around them and must 
move slowly to ensure they choose work zones where they are less at risk. Once 
the hazard trees are removed, crews must begin stabilizing slopes in many areas. 
The fire stripped them of vegetation and Gamble says rocks and boulders—some 
the size of car hoods—continue to fall on the highway. Once sections of Highway 
126 are considered safe, the Oregon Department of Transportation will use pilot 
vehicles to provide escorts to areas of the burn zone. But officials do not know 
when that will begin. ; Incident commanders said Sunday that crews continue to 
make excellent progress around the 260-mile perimeter of the Holiday Farm Fire. 
The blaze has burned across more than 173,000 acres but is now 14 percent 
contained. Heavy mop-op operations are underway in several locations 
throughout the fire. Fire officials say challenging terrain, combined with the recent 
thunderstorms, posed challenges for fire crews seeking direct access to the fire’s 
edge. But they add that in many locations, crews were able to take advantage of 
the cooler weather to tighten fire lines and keep the main blaze from spreading 
further. On Sunday, one focus was in and around the H.J. Andrews Experimental 
Forest just outside the northeast corner of the fire’s edge. Incident managers 
hoped weather conditions and reduced smoke in the McKenzie Valley would 
allow Type 1 helicopters to begin dumping up to 3,000 gallons of water each 
during multiple flights. A total of seven helicopters were anticipated to be available 
throughout the fire area, if needed. More than 1,000 personnel are battling the 
Holiday Farm Fire. They include 30 hand crews, 46 engines, 30 dozers, 29 water 
tenders, those seven helicopters, and more. ; Lane County’s non-emergency call 
center for residents affected by the Holiday Farm Fire is adjusting its hours to 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily beginning Monday, September 21, due to a 
decreasing call volume. Those with properties within the fire perimeter can call 
541-682-3977 for information about their residences in the area, as well as to 
make other inquiries related to the fire. Lane County Emergency Management 
and public safety partners continue to perform structural assessments on homes 
within the fire perimeter, and an initial collection of assessment information is 
available. Those affected by the Holiday Farm Fire can also call helplines offering 
emotional and disaster stress support or visit the Graduate Hotel for in-person 
crisis support through Lane County Behavioral Health: Emotional Support Line: 
1(800) 923-HELP (4357). Disaster Stress Helpline: 1(800) 985-5990 or text 
TalkWithUs to 66746. This line is available in 100 languages, 24 hours a day 7 
days a week. In-person crisis support with Lane County Behavioral Health: The 
Graduate Hotel (66 E. 6th Ave Eugene), Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. For additional information resources from Lane County, 
visit lanecounty.org/mckenziefire ; Oregon State Parks officials say this month’s 
devastating wildfires have burned at least 900 acres of state park lands, most of it 
undeveloped forest. But in a handful of cases, the damage is more severe. 
Twenty-four parks have been closed since September 7, when rare, severe wind 
events caused wildfires to quickly sweep the landscape. Some parks remain 
closed due to windstorm damage, or their proximity to active fires. Near Chiloquin 
in South-Central Oregon, the heavily forested Collier Memorial State Park took 
the biggest hit, losing some 400 acres of Ponderosa pines. But a state parks 
forester says crews in recent years worked to reduce wildfire fuels and promote 
healthier stands of forest. That might have spared some of the older trees. Still, 



Collier sustained damage to its historic museum, including a display of some 
outdoor logging equipment. An historic cabin also burned, as well as a park host’s 
trailer and the woodshed. Up the Santiam, Detroit Lake State Recreation Area 
and the Mongold Day-Use Area suffered only minor damage from the Beachie 
Creek Fire. Local authorities, the Oregon Marine Board and emergency 
responders are working to safely retrieve boats that people had to abandon on 
the lake when they evacuated. Nearby, North Santiam State Recreation Area 
suffered far worse damage with 120 charred and the loss of some small 
structures. The fire burned straight through the small campground on the North 
Santiam River. Crews worked to protect Silver Falls State Park, one of the crown 
jewels of Oregon’s system. While 125 acres burned on the southeast side of the 
park, the blaze did not destroy any buildings or approach the popular waterfalls 
loop. On the coast, the Labor Day windstorm that preceded the outbreak of 
Western Oregon wildfires brought down trees and caused other damage at 
popular spots including Devil’s Lake, Beverly Beach, Tugman and Cape Lookout 
State Parks, as well as the Munson Creek Falls and Sitka Sedge State Natural 
Areas. Many areas of the Oregon Coast Trail also are blocked by downed trees. 
Several Oregon State Parks in the Willamette Valley and on the north coast are 
serving as evacuation sites, some in partnership with the American Red Cross. / 
EDUCATION, HEALTH, COMMUNITY: A school year unlike any other begins this 
week for many students across Oregon, including in the Springfield, Eugene, and 
Bethel districts. For most, that means remote learning from home. The Springfield 
Schools are allowing kindergarten through first graders back into the classroom 
on a limited basis this week. But Mt. Vernon Elementary shifted on Friday to 
distance learning after receiving word a student had been diagnosed with COVID-
19. / GOVERNMENT, LEGAL ISSUES: Governor Kate Brown ordered all flags at 
Oregon public institutions to be flown at half-staff until the day of internment to 
mark the death of U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Once the 
internment date has been established, there will be another notification of when 
the flags will be returned to full staff. / SPORTS: Former Oregon Ducks 
quarterback Justin Herbert made the most of his surprise start but was out-dueled 
by Patrick Mahomes and the defending Super Bowl champions. A 58-yard field 
goal in overtime lifted the Kansas City Chiefs to a 23-20 win over the Los Angeles 
Chargers. Hebert finished his first career NFL start 22-for-33 passing for 311 
yards with one passing touchdown and one rushing touchdown. Herbert became 
the first quarterback to throw a touchdown pass and run for a score in the first half 
of an NFL debut since Bobby Clatterbuck did it with the New York Giants in 1954. 
Herbert was pressed into duty with a surprise start against Kansas City after 
Tyrod Taylor suffered a chest injury before the game. Herbert, the No. 6 pick 
overall this year, scored on a 4-yard run on his first drive. He had a 14-yard 
touchdown pass to Jalen Guyton with 2:30 left in the second quarter. Herbert 
helped Los Angeles lead the defending Super Bowl-champion Chiefs 14-6 at 
halftime after completing 13 of 20 passes for 195 yards with a touchdown. / 
ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION: State and federal agencies are extending the 
season for the Northern Pikeminnow Sport Reward Program on the Columbia and 
Snake rivers until October 11. They are also boosting the per-fish reward 
amounts for the remainder of the 2020 season. The program ordinarily pays 
registered anglers $5 to $8 for each pikeminnow that is at least nine inches long. 
The more fish an angler catches, the more each pikeminnow is worth. But with 



the pandemic-delayed season coming to a close, the bounty has been increased 
to at least $10 per fish. Some fish have an even bigger payout: State fish and 
wildlife biologists have released up to 1,000 specially tagged northern 
pikeminnow into the Columbia and Snake rivers, each worth $500-$1,000. In 
recent years, the top fishermen in the program have earned more than $70,000 in 
just five months of fishing. Northern pikeminnow are voracious eaters, consuming 
millions of young salmon and steelhead each year. Since 1990, anglers paid 
through the program have removed nearly 5 million pikeminnow from the 
Columbia and Snake rivers. The program has reduced predation from 
pikeminnow on young salmon and steelhead by approximately 40% since it 
began. The fishery website, www.pikeminnow.org , has details on how to register 
for the program and applicable state fishing regulations. Anglers will also find 
resources on the site to help boost their fishing game, including maps, how-to 
videos and free fishing clinics. Last year, anglers removed approximately 146,000 
northern pikeminnow from the Columbia and Snake rivers. So far this year, that 
number is just over 88,000. Nearly anyone can make money fishing for northern 
pikeminnow, and biologists say late summer and early fall can be one of the best 
times of the year to catch the salmon eaters. In 2019, the program paid out nearly 
$1.2 million to northern pikeminnow anglers, with the top fisherman making more 
than $53,000. / TRANSPORTATION: The northbound span of the Interstate 5 
bridge over the Columbia River between Portland and Vancouver closed Friday 
night (Sept. 18) for repairs. If you are driving between Oregon and Washington for 
work or other essential travel, heads up: The northbound span of the Interstate 
Bridge is 103 years old (that is not a typo—it was built in 1917). It will remain 
closed until Sept. 27 while crews replace mechanical parts that help raise and 
lower the bridge. During the nine-day closure, northbound and southbound traffic 
will share the three lanes and sidewalk on the southbound span. Movable 
concrete barriers will allow two lanes of traffic in the busiest direction, with two 
southbound lanes open for the morning commute and two northbound lanes open 
for the afternoon commute. Ramps that feed traffic onto I-5 on either side of the 
bridge are also affected. Most traffic will detour to the Interstate 205 Bridge over 
the Columbia River. Expect heavy traffic. The left lane on the southbound span 
will close Sept. 27-Oct. 4 around the clock as crews upgrade the median barrier, 
remove equipment, and wrap up the project. /  
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HEALTH, COMMUNITY, YOUTH, ELDERS, SAFETY, EDUCATION, LOW-
INCOME, GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: A shocking increase in the number of 
coronavirus cases in Lane County. Public health officials yesterday announced 72 
new confirmed or presumptive COVID-19 cases from the weekend. That is by far 
the largest number yet recorded locally, well above last week’s record of 23 cases 
reported on Thursday. It means 125 residents are currently infectious. Three are 
hospitalized. We have seen 15 deaths locally from COVID-19, a number of those 
during the past few weeks and the total number of coronavirus cases since mid-
March now tops 1,000 (1.009). County health investigators say most of those 
infected are under 30 years of age, the majority in their early 20s. They say social 
gatherings continue to be a primary method of infection, as people ignore health 
guidelines about keeping any gatherings small, wearing face masks, and 
physically distancing. Last week, officials said we were losing our battle to contain 
the spread of COVID-19 in Lane County and pleaded with residents to protect 
themselves and others. They say if you are planning gatherings of family, friends, 
or co-workers, please reconsider those plans. Officials say that the “exponential 
growth” in the number of local infections is forcing some schools to push back the 
start of in-person classes for students. As the testing “positivity rate” climbs. Lane 
County Public Health say three of new cases are associated with staff members 
at a trio of West Eugene long-term care facilities. There was one case each 
among staff at the Hillside Heights Rehabilitation Center on McLean Blvd.; the 
Churchill Estates Assisted Living Facility on Bailey Hill Road; and the Valley West 
Health Care Center on Warren Street. County officials say all three facilities 
completed testing of their staff and residents last Tuesday, September 15, and 
will continue weekly testing and comply with all state and local health guidance. 
They add that while the health effects from wildfire smoke have dominated 
everyone’s attention the past two weeks, COVID-19 will be here long after that 
and threatens the health of many residents, particularly those who are older or 
have vulnerable health conditions. Even if they recover, they often face extended 
health issues and medical bills. ; Lane County’s surging COVID-19 cases have 
forced a postponement of the start of in-person classes for at least two school 
districts. It is prompting a scramble for families and educators in the Fern Ridge 
and Crow-Applegate-Lorane Districts. The county’s 72 new coronavirus cases 
over the weekend pushed our local infection metrics above the allowed level for 



the start of in-person classes. State guidelines allow school systems in areas with 
lower numbers of COVID-19 cases to begin in-person classes for Kindergarten 
through third-grade students. But as of yesterday, Lane County’s numbers are 
above the state threshold. And officials with both the Fern Ridge and Crow-
Applegate-Lorane districts, who planned to begin those classes at school 
buildings this morning. Officials with Crow-Applegate-Lorane say now they will 
begin with distance learning for at least the next three weeks. Leaders of the Fern 
Ridge Schools say they are working with public health officials to determine 
whether there is a way to begin limited in-person education later this week. In the 
meantime, parents must rearrange their at-home and work schedules. On 
Monday, the Springfield district started limited classes at its elementary schools 
for Kindergarten and first-grade students. Under state guidelines, districts that 
had already started their Fall in-person classes may continue if they wish. But Mt. 
Vernon Elementary on Friday shifted to distance learning after receiving word a 
student had been diagnosed with COVID-19. ; The City of Springfield and the 
Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce have been offering free face mask pick-
up days for several weeks for members of the Springfield small businesses 
community. Now the effort is shifting to scheduled pick-ups and deliveries to 
better reach those who have been unable to pick them up during the weekly drop-
in events. Any small business (50 employees or less) currently operating in 
Springfield is eligible for a one-time pick-up or delivery. The masks have been 
provided by Business Oregon and are meant for either business employees or 
patrons, at the discretion of the business. Note: The masks are not medical-
grade. When arranging pick-up or delivery, businesses will be asked to provide a 
business name, their business’s physical address, and information that will help 
verify that the business is located in Springfield. ; Remember those $1,200 
checks the federal government sent to most Americans in the spring, as well as 
$500 for many of their dependents? Not everyone who qualified for the money 
received it. Officials with the Oregon Department of Revenue say more than 
130,000 Oregonians will receive a special mailing this month from the IRS 
encouraging them to see if they are eligible to claim an Economic Impact 
Payment. The IRS will mail the letters to people who typically are not required to 
file federal income tax returns but may qualify for an Economic Impact Payment. 
The letter urges recipients to visit the special Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info tool 
on the IRS.gov website before the Oct. 15 deadline to register for an Economic 
Impact Payment. More than 7 million people nationwide have already used the 
Non-Filers tool to register for a payment. This month’s letters, delivered from an 
IRS address, are being sent to people who have not filed a return for either 2018 
or 2019. Based on an internal analysis, these are people who don’t typically have 
a tax return filing requirement because they appear to have income below the 
filing threshold based on Forms W-2 and 1099 and other third-party statements 
available to the IRS. The letter urges the recipient to register at IRS.gov by Oct. 
15 in order to receive a payment by the end of the year. Individuals can receive 
up to $1,200, and married couples can receive up to $2,400. People with 
qualifying children under age 17 at the end of 2019 can get up to an additional 
$500 for each qualifying child. The IRS cautions that receiving a letter is not a 
guarantee of eligibility. An individual is likely eligible for an Economic Impact 
Payment if they: Are a U.S. citizen or resident alien. Have a work-eligible Social 
Security number. Cannot be claimed as a dependent on someone else’s federal 



income tax return. For more information on eligibility requirements, see the 
Economic Impact Payment eligibility FAQ on IRS.gov. People who are eligible 
should not wait to receive a letter and should register now. Alternatively, people 
can wait until next year and claim the recovery rebate credit on their 2020 federal 
income tax return by filing in 2021. Those unable to access the Non-Filers tool 
may submit a simplified paper return following the procedures described in the 
Economic Impact Payment FAQ on IRS.gov. Anyone using the Non-Filers tool 
can speed up the arrival of their payment by choosing to receive it by direct 
deposit. Those not choosing this option will get a check. Beginning two weeks 
after they register, people can track the status of their payment using the Get My 
Payment tool, available only on IRS.gov. / DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, 
SAFETY, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, LOW-INCOME: Fresh crews and those 
wrapping up work on other Oregon blazes are arriving this week to continue the 
battle against the Holiday Farm Fire in the McKenzie Valley. Crews working the 
fire represent 18 states and three provinces from Canada. More than 100 
Canadian firefighters from British Columbia, Ontario and Alberta arrived Sunday 
afternoon, received briefings, and headed to the fire lines Monday morning. The 
National Guard also is assisting by deploying six 20-person crews to help improve 
fire containment lines on the west side.  Incident commanders say firefighters 
across the 170,000 acre blaze are working to strengthen containment lines and 
begin mop-up operations in key areas ahead of another weather system moving 
in Wednesday that will bring elevated winds out of the southwest. Rain is also 
expected later in the day on Wednesday. The Holiday Farm Fire now is 17 
percent contained. Officials say 985 personnel are battling the blaze. The 
McKenzie Highway remains closed between Leaburg Dam Road (Milepost 23.9) 
and Blue River Drive (Milepost 39.8). hazrd tree removal continues along the 
highway. Level 1 and 2 evacuation notifications remain in effect for several 
communities within and bordering the fire area. Fire managers request that the 
public please avoid the area. ; Residents and property owners affected by the 
Holiday Farm Fire may now access structural damage assessment information 
online. Officials with Lane County, Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office and other 
public safety partners began the assessments on September 13 and have 
completed that work. As of Monday, 431 homes and other residences along with 
24 non-residential structures have been identified as being destroyed by the fire. 
The residential database is available at www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire. The 
database includes a designation of property status and photos of the property. To 
find a property, enter the street number and simple road name only (do not add 
RD/ROAD, LN/LANE, HWY/HIGHWAY, etc.) and let the system find and display 
the address to select. Damage categories are determined based on 
the worst damage to at least one structure on the property. The category name 
(such as "destroyed") may not apply to all structures equally. See photos for more 
detail. Property owners should download and save the photos for their records, 
including sharing the photos and damage assessment information with insurers. 
Lane County’s non-emergency call center for the Holiday Farm Fire is available to 
assist residents with accessing the database and information about their 
properties. The call center is available at 541-682-3977 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Fire-damaged structures can be extremely hazardous and residents are 
encouraged to have professionals assess and deal with damaged property. 
Serious hazards can include unstable and falling debris, toxic substance 



exposure including asbestos and eye/lung/skin impact from ash and other 
irritants. ; She lost her home even as she worked to battle the raging Holiday 
Farm Fire. Now, The Oregonian and OregonLive report that the woman known to 
locals as “Chief Rainbow” is receiving national recognition and a big donation for 
her selfless efforts. Christiana Rainbow Plews is chief of Upper McKenzie Fire 
and Rescue. On Labor Day night and into the next morning, as flames funneled 
down the valley driven by high winds, Plews ordered evacuations of the 
communities Blue River, Vida, Nimrod, and Leaburg that saved hundreds of lives. 
She and her volunteers battled through the night, even as their own homes 
burned. Actress Drew Barrymore, who now hosts a television talk show, said she 
was touched by the story. She contacted Plews and on Monday during an online 
chat on the program presented her with a $10,000 check with funds provided by a 
North American Italian specialty foods company, Pastene. Barrymore thanked 
Plews “for being the example to us all.” Plews said, quote, “Somebody has to do 
it,” adding that, “Somebody has to lead and help and get the healing and 
rebuilding process started,” noting that as fire chief she is in the position to do just 
that. Plews has been working to help other community members and her own 
volunteer firefighters. Efforts also are underway to raise funds to rebuild the 
district’s Blue River fire station, which was also gutted by the blaze. ; The 59-year-
old man identified Monday as a victim of the 170,000 acre Holiday Farm wildfire 
was a longtime plumber and handyman who had been reluctant to leave his 
home, according to accounts from family and authorities. Fire crews discovered 
the body of David Scott Perry on Sept. 11 inside his Goodpasture Road home in 
Vida. The Oregonian and OregonLive report at least two people had urged Perry 
to evacuate as raging winds on Labor Day pushed the wildfire miles downriver. 
John Perry—who lives in California—said his brother David believed he had 
things under control and that by the time he grew alarmed by the fire and packed 
belongings into a pickup, it was too late. Relatives and friends said David Perry 
lived in Vida for about two decades and attended the McKenzie Bible Fellowship 
in nearby Walterville. Public records show he previously owned a company called 
McKenzie Plumbing. ; In Marion County, officials are awaiting results from the 
medical examiner, which could confirm whether human remains recovered in the 
Beachie Creek Fire are those of environmentalist George Atiyeh. The remains 
were recovered Thursday. He is the last person unaccounted for after the blaze 
and, if his death is confirmed it would make him the state’s ninth wildfire fatality. 
The Oregonian and OregonLive report friends and family had urged Atiyeh to 
leave when the fire began to expand. His daughter said he told her that he did not 
feel he was in jeopardy and was determined to stay. The 72-year-old Atiyeh 
played a central role in saving the Opal Creek area from clear-cutting. The 
nephew of the former Oregon Governor Vic Atiyeh, George Atiyeh fought to save 
the landscape of ancient trees and crystalline pools that were a premiere hiking 
destination. The 13,500-acre Opal Creek Scenic Recreation Area and the 21,000-
acre Opal Creek Wilderness Area were heavily damaged, which was started by 
lightning in mid-August and expanded dramatically on Labor Day night, driven by 
strong east winds. ; Oregon 138E (North Umpqua Highway) is set to reopen at 
noon today (Tuesday, Sept. 22). The highway has been closed two weeks due to 
the Archie Creek and Thielsen fires. For the next few weeks, the highway will be 
reduced to a single lane in some areas between Swiftwater Park and the Oregon 
230 junction (milepost 23-83). This will allow workers to remove hazards, address 



fire damage and assist in firefighting operations. Pilot cars and flaggers will 
provide 24-hour traffic control at each location. Motorists traveling the length of 
the corridor can expect delays up to 45 minutes. Visibility conditions may change 
quickly and many roadside hazards persist. Motorists are advised to drive with 
caution at a speed that is appropriate for road conditions. Because of these 
potential hazards, motorists are requested to stay in their vehicles and avoid 
pulling over and stopping. Despite the highway reopening, the Umpqua National 
Forest and BLM managed lands, including all recreational areas between Glide 
and Diamond Lake, remain closed to the public. ODOT and partner agencies will 
need months to address the damage from the two fires. An estimated 7,000 to 
10,000 hazard trees will need to be removed. The fire destroyed 100 of 255 road 
signs, damaged 5½ miles of guardrail, and affected more than 100 slopes, 
increasing the potential for rockslides over the winter. Some motorists driving 
through the corridor will see large trees and wonder why they are being cut down. 
We understand these concerns and want to leave as many trees standing as 
possible, but thousands of trees, many that look healthy, pose a risk to the 
traveling public. In some cases, dead trees do not turn brown right away. Trees 
that look undamaged from the road can be heavily burned on the far side. Fires 
sometimes burn the root structure and weaken a tree even though the trunk looks 
undamaged. / CRIME: Eugene Police say they arrested a 37-year-old man after 
receiving reports of shots fired and tires slashed near the intersection of 
Broadway and Polk Streets. It happened shortly after midnight Monday, when 
patrol officials responded to calls from people who heard shots as well as a call 
from residents about a bullet hole in their window. The round narrowly missed the 
home’s occupants. A few blocks away, a caller reported a man slashing tires near 
Grant and Broadway. The victim reported she confronted the suspect about 
slashing her tires and he pointed a gun at her. An officer located the suspect and 
held him at gunpoint while awaiting backup. He is identified as 37-year-old 
Russell Alan Hill of Eugene. Police say he had a gun in his waistband, has a 
knife, and possessed cocaine. Officials say they located eight vehicles with 
slashed tires in the area stretching from Broadway to Almaden to W. 10th Avenue 
to Taylor Streets. Hill was charged with two counts of Unlawful Use of a Weapon, 
nine counts of Criminal Mischief in the Second Degree, two counts of Reckless 
Endangering, and Possession of Controlled Substance Cocaine. / ANIMALS, 
SAFETY: The dog was in obvious distress, the owner was nowhere to be found, 
so Eugene Police intervened. It happened Sunday afternoon, when security 
officers at Valley River Center spotted a young male husky in distress in a locked 
Black Toyota Prius that had its windows rolled up. A Eugene animal welfare 
officer arrived and saw the Husky curled on the floor of the driver’s side, seeking 
a bit of shade. The animal officer said the dog also had several drainage tubes 
protruding from shaved spots on two of its legs from a likely recent surgery. 
Several bystanders were gathered around the vehicle. The animal welfare officer 
tried unsuccessfully to unlock the door without damaging the vehicle but he forced 
his way in after determining the internal temperature of the vehicle had reached 
116 degrees. The dog was rescued, moved to a shady spot, and offered cool 
water. Identification tags on the dog’s collar provided contact information for the 
husky’s owner—a 29-year-old California woman, who was reportedly travelling 
back home when she and her companion decided to stop and shop at the mall for 
approximately three hours. Their outing was cut short by the call from the police 



officer assisting with the case. The dog’s owner was cited for Animal Neglect in 
the Second Degree. Eugene Animal Services is urging you: Do not leave your 
pets unattended inside a vehicle, even for a just few minutes. Temperatures can 
rise quickly, easily causing an animal to experience heat stroke or brain damage, 
even with windows slightly open and the vehicle parked under shade. Animals do 
not have to experience distress or heat stroke for a person to be cited for animal 
neglect. Under 4.340 of Eugene Code, minimum care requires an animal have 
access to water and not be confined in an area where air temperature is not 
suitable. To help investigate cases of animal neglect, the animal welfare officers, 
and police officers are all equipped with digital thermometers. Heatstroke 
symptoms can include: restlessness, excessive thirst, heavy panting, lethargy, 
lack of appetite, dark tongue, vomiting, and lack of coordination.  If your animal is 
overcome by heat exhaustion, consult your veterinarian right away. / RACIAL 
JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, SAFETY, POLITICS: The Justice 
Department identified Portland, Seattle, and New York City as three cities that 
could see their federal funding slashed under a memorandum by President 
Trump. The document says the localities permit, quote, "anarchy, violence and 
destruction in American cities." The designation drew immediate criticism from 
local elected officials. It comes as Trump continues to describe cities run by 
Democratic mayors as being under siege by violence and lawlessness. While 
Portland has seen more than 100 nights of protests, officials say most 
demonstrators for racial and social justice are peaceful, a small but determined 
group continues to commit violent acts. Analysts say any attempt to cut off federal 
funding to American cities would likely be met with immediate legal challenges. /  
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, 
SAFETY, RECREATION: Crews continue long shifts to reopen portions of the 
McKenzie Highway and allow residents and property owners access. The road, 
closed earlier this week on its western end at Leaburg Dam Road, is now open to 
Vida. But the highway remains blocked between Vida and Blue River to all but 
fire, utility, and other essential crews. The 12-mile stretch between Vida and Blue 
River—roughly from Milepost 28 to Milepost 40—covers the area with the 
heaviest damage from the Holiday Farm Fire. But even in areas now open to 
residents and property owners, there is a reminder to be cautious while traveling 
the highway: Tree removal and utility work are continuing. There are downed 
trees and brush piles stacked and pushed to the shoulder that lie near the fog 
line. There are numerous work zones just outside of the closure area. Officials 
say anyone in traffic outside of the closure area should expect “very long” delays. 
Go to TripCheck.com or call 5-1-1 for current road status. ; Oregon Highway 138-
E, the North Umpqua Highway, reopened midday yesterday. The highway was 
been closed two weeks due to the Archie Creek and Thielsen fires. But for the 
next few weeks, the highway will be reduced to a single lane in some areas 
between Swiftwater Park and the junction with Oregon Highway 230 south of 
Diamond Lake as crews continue to remove hazards, address fire damage and 
assist in firefighting operations. Pilot cars and flaggers are providing 24-hour 
traffic control at each location. Motorists traveling the length of the corridor can 
expect delays up to 45 minutes. Visibility conditions may change quickly, and 
many roadside hazards persist. Because of the potential hazards, motorists are 
requested to stay in their vehicles and avoid pulling over and stopping. Another 
7,000 to 10,000 hazard trees need to be removed. The fires also destroyed 100 of 
255 road signs, damaged five-and-a-half miles of guardrail, and affected more 
than 100 slopes, increasing the potential for winter rockslides. All public and 
recreational lands along the stretch remain closed to the public. ; Those driving 
through wildfire-damaged landscapes might see crews working on large trees and 
wonder why they are being taken down. Officials say they are working to leave as 
many trees standing as possible. But experts say thousands of trees, many of 
which might look healthy to a casual observer, pose a risk. In some cases, dead 
trees do not turn brown right away. Sometimes tree that appear undamaged from 
the road are heavily burned on the opposite side. Fires sometimes also burn into 
a tree’s root structure and weaken it even though the trunk appears undamaged. ; 



It remains a slow process, but crews have pushed containment of the 173,000-
acre Holiday Farm Fire to 22 percent. Much of the work the past few days 
involved strengthening containment lines in several areas in advance of the 
weather system arriving later today that will bring stronger winds out of the 
southwest. With rain also expected as early as this afternoon and with heavier 
precipitation tonight, firefighters and others also worked to stabilize some slopes 
and target certain hazard trees in vulnerable locations. Because they’ve built 
enough containment line in one area, the southwest corner of the fire—just below 
Leaburg—is moving into what is known as “patrol status.” Crews who laid water 
hoses in the area are beginning to remove the hoses they no longer need and 
transfer them to other areas of the fire. At the same time, they note that there are 
several pockets of unburned vegetation within the perimeter of the fire, and 
Leaburg-area residents can expect to see smoke as some trees continue to torch 
inside the containment lines. They say kit might looking concerning, but please 
refrain from calling 911 if you see these “smokes.” Up to seven helicopters are 
flying in support of ground crews, scooping water from nearby Leaburg Lake to 
drop on burn zones and cool the edges of the blaze. That makes it easier for 
crews to construct direct lines along the fire’s perimeter. Level 1 and 2 evacuation 
notifications remain in effect for several communities within and bordering the fire 
area. For more information on current evacuation levels, visit 
www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire for Lane County and 
www.linnsheriff.org/fire_live_updates_sept_2020/ for Linn County. Fire managers 
request that members of the public continue to avoid the area. ; Incident 
managers on the Holiday Fire say they received an average of one inch of rain 
across the fire zone last week. But Incident Manager Link Smith with the Oregon 
Department of Forestry says in September that “really means nothing” to fire 
crews ahead of the winds that they expect will blow in October and continue to 
dry things out. Smith told crews during last night’s operational briefing that he 
knows there are many residents and property owners working to access the burn 
zones to see what of their homes and lives remain. He adds he can’t blame them 
for wanting to be there. But Smith says it makes it a challenge to ensure safety, 
especially with some residents coming in from the east to access the community 
of Blue River—which suffered the worst damage of the fire. He says wildfires 
teams are not used to actively battling blazes and removing hazards while 
residents are returning to burn zones. But he adds that while there is no fire 
danger in those residential areas anymore, there are other dangers including 
downed power lines and snapping utility poles, falling trees, and rolling rocks and 
boulders. Smith reminded fire crews to use some extra caution should residents 
be in areas where they are working—and to provide those returning evacuees 
with extra compassion in recognition of what they have lost. In one bit of good 
news, the Lane County Sheriff’s Office says everyone is accounted for after the 
fire. There was one death: A 59-year-old Vida man. ; For those who have 
returned to their upriver communities damaged by the Holiday Farm Fire, and 
those who have simply checked the damage reports and photos on the Lane 
County Government website, it is an emotional gut-punch. At least 431 homes 
and two-dozen commercial structures were destroyed. Others suffered damage 
that will require lengthy and expensive repairs. Once recognizable landmarks, 
whether community stores or familiar homes, are reduced to charred piles of ash 
and twisted remnants of metal. Some are carefully sifting what they can of the 



debris to see whether any memories survived. Others are returning, astonished 
that somehow their home remains but feeling the pain of neighbors who lost 
everything. The months ahead bring a series of rebuilding challenges: from 
insurance and environmental assessments; to clearing, cleaning, and replacing 
tainted soil; then deciding whether, when and how to rebuild. Some will. Many will 
not. Up and down the McKenzie Valley, the process will take years. ; For a 
second time this year, Lane County’s food bank asked—and members of a local 
church answered in a big way. FOOD for Lane County is working to provide 
much-needed food to hungry individuals and families displaced by the Holiday 
Farm Fire as well as those still financially struggling during the pandemic. Today, 
food bank officials and local members of Eugene, Springfield, and Santa Clara 
Stakes of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are awaiting the arrival 
of two 53-foot trailers containing non-perishable food. The semis are expected to 
arrive during the noon hour at FOOD for Lane County’s warehouse. Once the 
contents are unloaded and inventoried and distributed through the non-profit’s 
network of food pantries and other partners. The donation comes from Latter-day 
Saint Charities (Humanitarian Services), which provides aid and services in times 
of disaster. LDS church members have a network of church farms, canneries, and 
Bishop Storehouses. Church members involved in the charity effort produce, 
preserve, and distribute food to organizations like FOOD for Lane County for 
disaster response. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
headquartered in Salt Lake City Utah, has more than 16 million members 
worldwide.  Approximately 10,000 Lane County residents belong to the church. ; ; 
If you receive food assistance through the SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, an update for wildfire evacuees and others: The Oregon 
Department of Human Services is processing replacement benefit requests for 
individuals who receive (SNAP) and who suffered loss of food due to the wildfires. 
SNAP recipients who lost or disposed of food that was unsafe to eat, can request 
SNAP replacement benefits. Current SNAP recipients should contact their local 
ODHS office as soon as possible to find out if they are eligible. Replacement 
benefits are available to existing SNAP recipients who: Lost food due to a power 
outage, Lost food due to home damage, Request replacement benefits within 10 
calendar days of experiencing food loss. Replacement benefits are not automatic. 
The amount of replacement benefits each SNAP recipient will receive is based on 
their monthly issuance. ; Oregonians are grieving the loss of some of their most 
treasured natural places after wildfires wiped out campgrounds, hot springs and 
wooded retreats that have been touchstones for generations in a state known for 
its unspoiled beauty. The flames that destroyed hundreds of homes and killed at 
least nine people also encroached on beloved state parks, scorched some of 
Oregon’s best-known hiking trails and raged through a whitewater rafting mecca. 
The fires damaged Opal Creek, one of the nation’s last low-elevation, old-growth 
forests, which includes Douglas fir trees up to 1,000 years old. A forest center 
built on the ruins of an old mining town that hosted thousands of Oregon children 
was largely reduced to ashes. Detroit Lake, a state park founded in the 1950s, 
sustained damage to its campground, and it’s unclear if the tiny town along its 
shores will rebuild. Cedars Restaurant & Lounge, a famous stopping point for 
people traveling to the high desert of central Oregon or for those returning from 
backpacking in the surrounding wilderness, is also gone.Oregon State Parks said 
Monday that 900 acres within various parks had burned. The worst hit was Collier 



Memorial State Park near Klamath Falls, which lost 400 acres of ponderosa pine 
and a historic cabin. A string of tiny towns along nearby Highway 22 provided a 
launching pad for hikers exploring the old-growth forests and for fishermen 
headed to prime destinations along the North Santiam River and its tributaries. 
Those communities have been largely reduced to ashes. Fisherman’s Bend, a 
favorite fishing and recreation area, is heavily damaged, too. Fire also tore 
through Jefferson Park, a popular alpine backpacking destination on the flanks of 
Mount Jefferson. The flames crept to the edges of Silver Falls — one of Oregon’s 
most popular state parks and its largest — and burned up half the buildings at 
Breitenbush Hot Springs, a forest retreat where Oregonians bathed nude in 
natural hot springs, sat in saunas and practiced yoga. Further south, another 
inferno leveled the town of Blue River, east of Eugene, and singed the forests 
around the McKenzie River, a premier whitewater rafting destination that attracts 
tourists from around the nation. The biggest worry for many environmentalists is 
the condition of the old-growth forest known as the Opal Creek Wilderness. 
Before the fire, hikers who visited the 36 miles of trails were rewarded with views 
of trees that were hundreds of years old with bark 6 inches thick. Deep, clear blue 
pools at Opal Creek were inviting on a hot day. Anxiety over the condition of the 
forest has been amplified by the news that George Atiyeh, a storied logger-
turned-conservationist who was instrumental in saving the forest, died in the 
blaze. Studies of ash and carbon layers show that the area burned at least twice 
before, in the 1500s and the 1800s. But the conditions this time were so dry and 
hot, with fierce winds pushing burning embers a mile ahead of the fire line, that 
the forest’s future is uncertain. Aerial photos taken Sunday by the U.S. Forest 
Service show the fire burned the trees but hopscotched around, leaving patches 
of green among the black. That type of burn — a so-called mosaic pattern — is 
encouraging because it means the old-growth will likely recover but not quickly. / 
HEALTH, YOUTH, SAFETY, ELDERS, COMMUNITY, SPORTS, ECONOMY, 
TRANSPORTATION: They say many people are trying to be safe when they 
invite friends over for dinner, a backyard barbecue, or a movie night. But they say 
that’s when people get comfortable, take off their masks, let their guard down and 
the coronavirus spreads. Lane County Public Health officials on Tuesday 
announced 14 new confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19. They say 116 
people are infectious and eight of them are hospitalized. The county’s pandemic 
death toll stands at 15 with the total number of infections since mid-March at 
1,023. It came after a big weekend jump of 72 new cases. County health officials 
said yesterday that as infection rates are climbing locally it is time to “double 
down” and take precautions. They say many people with new infections were 
well-intentioned and thought they were taking preventive steps: They were 
holding small gatherings either outdoors or trying to physically distance indoors. 
But they say people get comfortable and start removing their masks, sitting, or 
standing closer, and that’s when transmission happens. If they are not showing 
symptoms during the early days of their infection, they might go to work or visit 
other friends and family and spread the coronavirus. County health investigators 
said on Monday that most of the newly infected are under 30 years of age, the 
majority in their early 20s and that social gatherings continue to be a primary 
method of infection. Experts recommend keeping your gathering small and 
outdoors, wear masks, and physically distance. Consider whether you need to 
meet in person and look at ways to hold get-togethers and celebrations virtually. 



They also suggest you think about ways to safely connect with those who are 
forced to isolate because they are older or have vulnerable health conditions. 
Social isolation can also affect health. Phone calls, computer chats, and other 
connections can help make the isolation more bearable. Officials say that the 
growth in the number of local infections is postponing when schools may return to 
the start of in-person classes for all students. And they add that while the health 
effects from wildfire smoke have dominated everyone’s attention the past two 
weeks, COVID-19 will be here long after that and threatens the health of many 
residents, particularly those who are older or have vulnerable health conditions. 
Even if they recover, they often face extended health issues and medical bills. ; 
Notre Dame's football game at Wake Forest on Saturday has been postponed 
after positive COVID-19 tests landed 13 Fighting Irish players in isolation and 
another 10 in quarantine. The schools and the Atlantic Coast Conference are 
working to reschedule the game. Meanwhile, the Pac-12 leaders are meeting 
tomorrow to consider a football season could begin as early as Halloween. It 
comes after Pac-12 Commissioner Larry Scott announced earlier this month that 
officials had secured rapid-testing machines that will allow athletic departments to 
test players ahead of practices and games. The Pac-12 in August postponed its 
Fall sports, including football, until after the New Year. But when the Big Ten 
Conference decided to try for an abbreviated season, it put added pressure on 
the Pac-12 schools, who are now the last holdouts among the Power Five 
conferences. Officials with Oregon and Oregon State Athletics said last month 
that the cancellation of Fall sports—and Football, in particular—could mean big 
financial losses. The loss of broadcast, ticket, and other revenues alone could 
total between $50- and $80-million dollars. And local businesses, which rely on 
Fall football weekends for much of their annual revenues, are struggling without it. 
Duck Athletic officials say during their 2019 fiscal year, they had roughly $127 
million in revenues and more than $128 million in expenses. Football accounted 
for 56 percent of that revenue total. Oregon Athletic Director Rob Mullen said last 
month that this Fall’s anticipated shortfall could mean big budget cuts and 
possibly seeking a loan from the Pac-12 or other sources. He says he does not 
want to cut sports, saying it would be a last resort. And it is not just the Pac-12: 
Mountain West university presidents also plan to consider a late-October start on 
Thursday. ; Several Oregon businesses have threatened a class action lawsuit 
against the state over COVID-19 restrictions implemented by Gov. Kate Brown to 
slow the pandemic. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that a lawyer 
representing the businesses argues Oregon officials should draft a plan to 
compensate small business owners for financial hardship caused by those 
restrictions. The letter was filed on behalf of a Linn County salon, a Coos County 
bowling alley, and the Wilsonville Family Fun Center. The attorney claims that his 
clients and other businesses like theirs were forced to close and lay off workers 
because of state actions. A spokesperson in Governor Brown's office said 
Monday they do not comment on pending or potential litigation. DiLorenzo is one 
of the state's most high-profile attorneys, having most recently won a $1 billion 
jury verdict against the state for failing to maximize timber harvests. The state has 
appealed that decision. DiLorenzo is focusing on one of many state laws Brown 
cited in March when she ordered the shuttering of many businesses to slow the 
coronavirus. The closures included amusement parks, gyms, spas, malls, 
theaters, tattoo parlors and yoga studios. DiLorenzo argues that a related 



provision in state law calls for “reasonable compensation” when the government 
“takes” real or personal property during a declared emergency. Brown lifted many 
of her business restrictions beginning in May. ; State officials say a man 
incarcerated in an Oregon prison has died after testing positive for COVID-19. 
The Oregon Department of Corrections said Tuesday that the man was between 
80 and 85 years old and died at a hospital on Monday. Officials say he had been 
incarcerated at the Snake River Correctional Institution in Ontario. Officials say he 
is the seventh inmate to die after testing positive for the disease. Since the 
pandemic began, the Department of Corrections has stopped releasing the 
names of those in custody who die in connection with the coronavirus. Officials 
said they changed the notification process to balance the desire for transparency 
with their legal obligation to protect personal health information. ; Lane Transit 
District (LTD) is adding additional service on its 14 current bus routes. In addition, 
Routes 81 and 79x are returning with limited service. All changes to LTD bus 
routes begin on Sunday, September 27. LTD typically makes service changes in 
the fall, winter, and summer to adjust for demand. This year, changes also reflect 
efforts to protect riders and staff during the pandemic. LTD encourages 
passengers to make only essential trips aboard its buses for jobs, medical 
appointments, and shopping. Buses are cleaned nightly with strong, but safe 
disinfectants and throughout the day at the Eugene and Springfield stations. 
Passengers are required to enter and exit from the rear door of the bus until all 
buses have the barriers installed. Passengers using the lift or who need 
assistance entering and exiting the bus can use the front door. Passengers are 
required to wear hands-free face masks or covers over their nose and mouth. 
LTD currently limits its 40-foot buses to 20 passengers and 60-foot buses to 30 
passengers, which normally carry 50 and 80 passengers, respectively. Please 
maintain three feet of physical distancing from passengers who are not members 
of your household. There currently is no fare charged to ride an LTD bus. Fare 
collection is expected to resume once Lane Transit’s “driver barriers” are in place. 
Passengers with questions about schedule changes may call the LTD Customer 
Service Center on Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., at 541-687-
5555. (Other telephone options include 1-800-735- 2900 and 7-1-1 TTY). 
Passengers also may visit the LTD Customer Service Center at 1080 Willamette 
Street Mondays – Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. ; The U.S. death toll from the 
coronavirus has topped 200,000 — by far the highest in the world. Jennifer 
Nuzzo, a Johns Hopkins University public health researcher, says, "It is 
completely unfathomable that we've reached this point." It was just eight months 
ago after the scourge first reached the world's richest nation, with its state-of-the-
art laboratories, top-flight scientists, and stockpiles of medical supplies. The 
number of dead is equivalent to a 9/11 attack every day for 67 days. It is roughly 
equal to the population of Salt Lake City or Huntsville, Alabama. And it is still 
climbing. Deaths are running at close to 770 a day on average, and a widely cited 
model from the University of Washington predicts the U.S. toll will double to 
400,000 by the end of the year as schools and colleges reopen and cold weather 
sets in. A vaccine is unlikely to become widely available until 2021. "The idea of 
200,000 deaths is really very sobering, in some respects stunning," Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the government's top infectious-disease expert, told CNN. / CRIME: 
Eugene Police on Tuesday arrested two men in connection with the mid-July 
shooting and wounding of a third man in the 400 block of Highway 99-North. They 



continue to seek a third suspect in the case. The shooting occurred shortly before 
midnight on July 18. Police responded to reports of shots fired, found the victim 
unresponsive and provided emergency care including CPR until medics arrived. 
Investigators determined two of the suspects are 20-year-old Gage Ezell Duncan-
Moor and 22-year-old Kevin Hernandez Villanueva. Both are from Springfield. 
Duncan-Moor was already in custody on unrelated charges. Hernandez 
Villanueva was taken into custody yesterday. Police say they continue to seek a 
third suspect: 20-year-old Daniel Villada-Rodriguez. If you have any information 
on his whereabouts, Eugene Police would like to hear from you. / 
ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, RECREATION: The Oregon Health Authority 
yesterday issued a public health advisory for higher-than-normal levels of bacteria 
in the ocean waters at Heceta Beach in Lane County. While the advisory is in 
effect at Heceta Beach, visitors should avoid wading in nearby creeks, pools of 
water on the beach, or in discolored water, and stay clear of water runoff flowing 
into the ocean. Even if there is no advisory in effect, officials recommend avoiding 
swimming in the ocean within 48 hours after a rainstorm. Although state officials 
advise against water contact, they continue to encourage other recreational 
activities (flying kites, picnicking, playing on the beach, walking, etc.) on this 
beach because they pose no health risk even during an advisory. But people 
should avoid direct contact with the water in this area until the advisory is lifted. 
Higher than normal levels of fecal bacteria can cause diarrhea, stomach cramps, 
skin rashes, upper respiratory infections, and other illnesses. This applies 
especially to children and the elderly, who may be more vulnerable to illness from 
waterborne bacteria. Increased pathogen and fecal bacteria levels in ocean 
waters can come from shore and inland sources such as stormwater runoff, 
sewer overflows, failing septic systems, and animal waste from livestock, pets, 
and wildlife. /  
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DISASTERS, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, SAFETY, 
ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE: There were tense moments and a brief but 
hurried evacuation yesterday evening when a wind-driven brush fire sparked in a 
neighborhood off Seavey Loop, west of Buford Park and Mt. Pisgah. The Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office issued a Level 3 evacuation advisory for residents in the 
area that included Garden Valley Road and Drummond Drive as fire crews rushed 
to get ahead of the flames. Pleasant Hill-Goshen Fire & Rescue led the response, 
backed by other local agencies as well as aircraft that have been working the 
Holiday Farm Fire up the McKenzie. The evacuation alert was canceled shortly 
before 7:00 p.m. as fire officials said heavy rains that arrived after the high winds 
helped them contain the blaze. They continued mop-up over the next couple of 
hours. The brush fire burned between six and eight acres. One small outbuilding 
was damaged, but no homes were lost. Shortly before the fire was reported, 
Eugene airport’s weather station recorded a 43 mile-per-hour wind gust. ; 
Yesterday evening’s brush fire underscores how dry things are after a hot and 
windy summer. Earlier this week, the incident commander for the Holiday Farm 
Fire up the McKenzie remarked than an inch of rain does not have much impact 
this time of year. He warned that October is often dry and windy across Western 
Oregon, offsetting any moisture dropped by occasional storms and keeping the 
fire threat high. ; Oregon’s wildfires have “turned a corner” as firefighters continue 
to make significant progress containing the flames, but  Gov. Kate Brown said 
Wednesday Oregonians still face a long road to recovery, Officials said that more 
than 4,250 Oregonians have applied for FEMA assistance, with more than $7 
million in aid approved. Nine people have died from the wildfires and five remain 
missing.   Approximately 1,500 square miles have burned in Oregon. Officials 
say, prior to this year, the average of land burned each year in Oregon for the last 
ten years was roughly half that. ; It was well-attended last week and provided 
essential services to wildfire evacuees and property owners. The Lane County 
Emergency Operations Center on Friday (9/25) hosts another Multi-Agency 
Resource Center (MARC) event for those affected by the Holiday Farm Fire. The 
MARC is open Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Lane Events Center at 
796 West 13th Avenue in Eugene, Oregon. The goal is to provide information to 
keep people safe as they return to their properties and to help them connect with 
services and agencies that can assist them. The MARC also is available to those 
who have learned the status of their home or residence over the telephone and 



would like more information about those resources. Another MARC is planned at 
the Lane Events Center for Oct. 2. Watch for details. Planners are working to hold 
future resource center sessions at locations up Highway 126, the McKenzie 
Highway, closer to affected communities. ; Residents are slowly returning to 
burned areas of the Holiday Farm Fire and other blazes across Oregon. State and 
federal agencies are assisting local emergency management personnel with 
assessing hazards and removing ash, debris and hazardous substances from 
wildfire impacted areas. They recommend you do not disturb ash or debris on 
your property until after it has been assessed by hazardous materials response 
professionals. The debris might contain hazards such as asbestos fibers, toxic 
chemicals, and electrical or structural hazards on your property. State and federal 
assistance on assessment of hazards and removal will begin as soon as fire 
conditions allow. ; The Holiday Farm Fire stayed static between Tuesday and 
Wednesday with no additional growth. The fire has burned 173,094 acres and 
now is 27 percent contained. Crews will spend the day returning to the fire lines 
and assessing the impacts of Wednesday afternoons winds. They were the first 
test of containment lines since last week’s thunderstorms. Fire managers say 
ridgetops has already experienced significant drying during the blaze. Firefighters 
spent recent days preparing for the high winds by strengthening hand and dozer 
lines and mopping up at least 25 feet into the interior. Close to half-a-dozen 
helicopters were flying again yesterday to support firefighters on the ground. 
Because there are several pockets of unburned vegetation within the perimeter of 
the fire, residents can expect to see smoke and some torching of trees within the 
footprint of the fire. They ask you do NOT call 911 to report these “smokes.” 
Hazards along Highway 126 still exist. Road crews from ODOT and fire personnel 
continue to make progress cutting hazard trees and removing large debris from 
the road surface with heavy equipment. But the McKenzie Highway remains 
closed from milepost 28 east to milepost 40. Level 1 and 2 evacuation 
notifications remain in effect for several communities within and bordering the fire 
area. Please continue to monitor cell phones, landlines, local media, and official 
information sources for evacuation updates. Fire managers request that the public 
please avoid the area. ; If you receive food assistance through the SNAP, the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, an update for wildfire evacuees and 
others: The Oregon Department of Human Services is processing replacement 
benefit requests for individuals who receive (SNAP) and who suffered loss of food 
due to the wildfires. SNAP recipients who lost or disposed of food that was unsafe 
to eat, can request SNAP replacement benefits. Current SNAP recipients should 
contact their local DHS office as soon as possible to find out if they are eligible. 
Replacement benefits are available to existing SNAP recipients who: Lost food 
due to a power outage; Lost food due to home damage; Request replacement 
benefits by October 7. Replacement benefits are not automatic. The amount of 
replacement benefits each SNAP recipient will receive is based on their monthly 
issuance. ; Was your employment affected by the recent wildfires? You might 
qualify for Disaster Unemployment Assistance. Here are the details from the 
Oregon Employment Department: The Oregon Employment Department is 
announcing the availability of Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) for 
individuals who became unemployed, had their work hours substantially reduced 
or are unemployed self-employed individuals as a direct result of the wildfires and 
straight-line winds that have been taking place since September 7, 2020. They 



also must not qualify for regular state unemployment insurance (UI), Pandemic 
Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC), other extension programs, or 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) benefits. Disaster Unemployment 
Assistance (DUA) is a federal program that provides temporary unemployment 
assistance benefits to individuals whose employment or self-employment has 
been lost or interrupted or had their work hours greatly reduced as a direct result 
of a major disaster. The Oregon Employment Department administers the DUA 
program for the U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training 
Administration, on behalf of the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). Individuals eligible for regular unemployment benefits or Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance (PUA) are not eligible for DUA. DUA is available to 
eligible individuals for weeks of unemployment beginning September 13, 2020. 
Benefits for this disaster will be available until March 20, 2021, as long as your 
unemployment continues to be a direct result of the major disaster. You must file 
the application within 30 days after this announcement date. The deadline for 
filing a DUA claim related to these fires is October 23, 2020. In addition to people 
who lost their jobs as a direct result of the major disaster, DUA may include 
individuals who: were self-employed and prevented from performing such 
services as a result of the disaster and the work or self-employment was their 
primary source of income, were unable to reach their job because of the disaster, 
were scheduled to and prevented from beginning work or self-employment in the 
disaster area, were unable to work due to injury as a direct result of the disaster, 
or became head of household due a death caused by the disaster, Have applied 
for and used all regular unemployment benefits from any state, or do not qualify 
for regular unemployment benefits, or extension programs and remain 
unemployed as a direct result of the disaster. Unemployment is a direct result of 
the major disaster if the unemployment resulted from: the physical damage or 
destruction of the place of employment; the physical inaccessibility of the place of 
employment due to its closure by the federal, state, or local government in 
immediate response to the disaster; or lack of work, or loss of revenues, if, prior 
to the disaster, the employer or self-employed business received at least a 
majority of its revenue or income from an business in the major disaster area that 
was damaged or destroyed in the disaster or an entity in the major disaster area 
closed by the federal, state, or local government. To receive DUA benefits, all 
required documentation must be turned in when you file or within 21 days from 
the day your DUA application is filed. You will need to provide supporting 
documentation, including but not limited to, proof of employment at the time of the 
disaster, or proof of self-employment at the time of the disaster, and income 
information for tax year 2019. Specifically, required documentation includes a 
Social Security number and a copy of the most recent federal income tax form or 
check stubs, or documentation to support that you were working or self-employed 
when the disaster occurred. Documentation for the self-employed can be 
obtained from banks or government entities, or affidavits from individuals having 
knowledge of their business. Affected individuals are encouraged to apply for 
DUA through the Oregon Employment Department (OED), which will first check if 
applicants can qualify for state unemployment benefits, PEUC, other extension 
programs or PUA benefits. ; Smoke from the West Coast wildfires has tainted 
grapes in some of the nation’s most celebrated wine regions with an ashy flavor 
that could spell disaster for the 2020 vintage. Wineries in Oregon, California, and 



Washington have survived severe wildfires before, but the smoke from this year’s 
blazes has been especially bad — thick enough to obscure vineyards drooping 
with clusters of grapes almost ready for harvest. Day after day, some West Coast 
cities endured some of the worst air quality in the world. No one knows the extent 
of the smoke damage to the crop, and growers are trying to assess the severity. If 
tainted grapes are made into wine without steps to minimize the harm or weed out 
the damaged fruit, the result could be wine so bad that it cannot be marketed. 
With this year’s harvest underway, some wineries are not accepting grapes they 
had agreed to purchase unless they have been tested for smoke taint. But some 
laboratories warn of long processing delays. One expert recalled sampling 
smoke-damaged wine during a tasting. A description on a tasting card compared 
the flavor to “fecal plastic.” The issue comes down to compounds called volatile 
phenols, which are released when wood burns and can be absorbed by grapes. 
The compounds are naturally present in grapes. But when their levels get too 
high, they can impart the foul tastes. In the forested foothills bordering Oregon’s 
Willamette Valley, flames smothered the region, famous for its cool-climate pinot 
noirs, in thick yellow-brown smoke. Winemakers say Pinot noir is a very thin-
skinned grape, meaning it is very delicate in nature, and you cannot mask any 
type of flaws in the growing condition or in the winery. But by last weekend, rain 
and shifting winds had cleared the skies. Experts believed many Oregon wineries 
would escape damage because the smoke did not linger too long. The wine 
industry had already been hammered this year by the coronavirus and shutdown 
of restaurants, bars, and wine tasting rooms.  But the West Coast’s 2020 “wildfire 
vintage” — as some winemakers are already calling it — might not be so bad. In 
2018, a California company abruptly canceled contracts to buy grapes worth 
millions of dollars from southern Oregon vineyards, claiming fears they were 
tainted by wildfire smoke. Four Oregon wineries stepped in, bought the grapes, 
and produced “Oregon Solidarity” wines. They got good reviews. / ECONOMY, 
POLITICS, DISASTERS, HEALTH: Oregon’s economy is still reeling from the twin 
blows of the pandemic and recent wildfires. But billions of dollars in federal aid, 
ranging from the Payroll Protection Program to enhanced unemployment benefits 
and other emergency disbursements are helping to shore things up, short-term. 
That is one big reason that state economists, who were expecting an ever-
widening hole in Oregon’s latest revenue forecast, said they were shocked to see 
that the state’s financial picture actually had improved. But they say the upbeat 
news is temporary: Federal aid is dwindling and for many workers unemployment 
benefits are running out. Mark McMullen, the state’s economist, says personal 
and corporate tax collections were up last quarter but that could change as more 
workers and companies face recession-driven hardships. Still, the forecast that 
was released yesterday showed state coffers taking in $2 billion more than 
predicted in May. But because it is a short-term boost, officials continue to plan 
for big shortfalls and deep budget cuts. Legislative leaders, both Democrat and 
Republican, also were surprised by the numbers but echoed the call for caution 
and belt-tightening. They say the revenue forecast highlights the unique nature of 
this recession and the unpredictable financial road ahead. They say the recession 
has had a harsher effect on rural cities and towns, impoverished communities, 
and people of color. More than 150,000 Oregonians continue to look for work, 
others have jobs but at a lower pay rate or with fewer hours than before the 
pandemic hit. And many families and communities across the state are just 



beginning the difficult process of rebuilding and recovering from devastating 
wildfires. In August, Oregon lawmakers held a special session to close a then-
predicted $1 billion shortfall in the state budget. But, with the new revenue 
forecast Oregon could end the current two-year budget with a $1.7 billion 
“cushion.” While McMullen, the state’s economist, thinks that is unlikely, many 
economists now predict Oregon’s economy will recover sooner than initially 
expected—but could still take three to five years. / RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, SAFETY, RACISM: Anger, frustration and sadness 
over the decision not to charge Kentucky police officers for Breonna Taylor’s 
death poured into America’s streets as protesters lashed out at a criminal justice 
system they say is stacked against Black people. Violence seized the 
demonstrations in her hometown of Louisville as gunfire rang out and wounded 
two police officers. In Eugene, a group of close to 100 protesters marched for a 
time, briefly blocking traffic near the south end of the Ferry Street Bridge before 
marching through part of downtown to the Lane County Jail. On the University of 
Oregon campus, someone spray-painted graffiti on the outside columns of 
Johnson Hall, the administration building. In downtown Portland, the site of 
months of demonstrations against police brutality, several hundred people held a 
rally in the rain Wednesday night in front of the Multnomah County Justice Center. 
The Oregonian and OregonLive report several Black women addressed the crowd 
and encouraged people to vote and continue pressing for change. But the 
gathering ended abruptly after a handful of protesters targeted a police precinct 
with fire and rocks. Police extinguished the flames as they burned the edge of an 
awning. But soon after, someone threw a Molotov cocktail toward officers. Police 
ordered the hundreds of people gathered in honor of Breonna Taylor to leave, 
then used force to make people move. Federal officers assisted. ; Eugene Police 
are asking for leads after a Black woman contacted them yesterday morning to 
report racial slurs painted on her vehicle and her tires flattened. Investigators say 
the racist vandalism occurred sometime between 6:45 p.m. Tuesday evening and 
shortly after eight on Wednesday morning, when the 31-year-old woman 
discovered the graffiti on the vehicle parked outside her southeast Eugene home. 
Eugene Police Chief Chris Skinner issued a statement yesterday describing the 
crime as “unconscionable.” He said investigators will continue to work the case to 
hold the suspect or suspects accountable for the crime. He also apologized to the 
victim. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY, SAFETY, EDUCATION, SPORTS: Another 
single-day record for new coronavirus infections in Lane County, as officials warn 
things could get worse before they get better. Public Health officials yesterday 
announced 48 new confirmed and presumptive cases of COVID-19 and one 
death. They say 143 people are infectious—an increase of 27 from Tuesday. 
Eight people remain hospitalized. The most recent death is a 75-year-old man 
from the Eugene-Springfield area. Officials with the Oregon Health Authority say 
he tested positive on September 1 and died September 22. He had underlying 
health conditions. That raises our pandemic death toll to 16 people. Lane County 
health officials say it is time to “double down” and take precautions. They say 
many people with new infections were well-intentioned and thought they were 
taking preventive steps: They were holding small gatherings either outdoors or 
trying to physically distance indoors. But whether it is a quiet dinner, a backyard 
barbecue, or a movie night, they warn that transmission is happening as people 
relax during the gatherings, remove their masks, and sit or stand closer to one-



another. Often, patients do not realize they are infected in the first few days 
because they are not showing symptoms. If they go to work or visit other friends 
and family, they can spread the coronavirus. County health investigators said on 
Monday that most of the newly infected are under 30 years of age, the majority in 
their early 20s and that social gatherings continue to be a primary method of 
infection. Experts recommend keeping your gathering small and outdoors, wear 
masks, and physically distance. Consider whether you need to meet in person 
and look at ways to hold get-togethers and celebrations virtually. They also 
suggest you think about ways to safely connect with those who are forced to 
isolate because they are older or have vulnerable health conditions. Social 
isolation can also affect health. Phone calls, computer chats, and other 
connections can help make the isolation more bearable. Officials say that the 
growth in the number of local infections is postponing when schools may return to 
the start of in-person classes for all students. They COVID-19 will be here for a 
long time long and threatens the health of many residents, particularly those who 
are older or have vulnerable health conditions. Even if they recover, they often 
face extended health issues and medical bills. ; As the University of Oregon 
prepares for next week’s start of Fall term classes, officials announced over the 
past three days that 39 students have tested positive for the coronavirus. Three of 
the cases were in students preparing to move into the residence halls. The U-of-O 
is requiring COVID-19 testing before students may do that so those who tested 
positive are instead recovering elsewhere in isolation. The remaining 36 cases 
involve students who live off-campus. The 39 cases announced this week are part 
of the 98 total cases announced since June 1. With the exception of one 
employee, all are students. Some cases were tied to social gatherings and out-of-
town travel. Public health officials have said that some of those patients, often 
younger and not showing symptoms, later infected housemates, friends, and 
family members. The University of Oregon will hold the bulk of its courses online 
but some small labs and seminars will take place in-person with precautions in 
place. / SPORTS, HEALTH, SAFETY, ECONOMY, BUSINESS: Pac-12 
conference leaders and athletic directors meet later today to consider a football 
season could begin as early as Halloween. It comes after Pac-12 Commissioner 
Larry Scott announced earlier this month that officials had secured rapid-testing 
machines that will allow athletic departments to test players ahead of practices 
and games. The Pac-12 in August postponed its Fall sports, including football, 
until after the New Year. But when the Big Ten Conference decided to try for an 
abbreviated season, it put added pressure on the Pac-12 schools, who are now 
the last holdouts among the Power Five conferences. Officials with Oregon and 
Oregon State Athletics said last month that the cancellation of Fall sports—and 
Football, in particular—could mean big financial losses. The loss of broadcast, 
ticket, and other revenues alone could total between $50- and $80-million dollars. 
And local businesses, which rely on Fall football weekends for much of their 
annual revenues, are struggling without it. Duck Athletic officials say during their 
2019 fiscal year, they had roughly $127 million in revenues and more than $128 
million in expenses. Football accounted for 56 percent of that revenue total. 
Oregon Athletic Director Rob Mullen said last month that this Fall’s anticipated 
shortfall could mean big budget cuts and possibly seeking a loan from the Pac-12 
or other sources. He says he does not want to cut sports, saying it would be a last 
resort. / SPORTS: Former Oregon Duck quarterback Justin Herbert will get his 



second NFL start on Sunday for the Los Angeles Chargers against the Carolina 
Panthers. It comes as Chargers coach Anthony Lynn says starter Tyrod Taylor is 
still not 100 percent. Herbert, a rookie, was the Chargers’ surprise starter in last 
Sunday’s 23-20 overtime loss to the Kansas City Chiefs. Taylor missed last 
Sunday’s game because a team doctor accidentally punctured his lung during a 
treatment. That is according to a person familiar with the case who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of anonymity Wednesday because of medical 
restriction issues. / SAFETY, CRIME: Family and friends of a missing Eugene 
man continue to offer a $10,000 reward for information that could help find him. It 
comes as the search continues for 27-year-old Michael Bryson. Bryson was last 
seen on Wednesday, August 5, at a roadside campground located off Brice Creek 
Road just west of Champion Creek Road in South Lane County. At around 4:30 
that morning, Bryson reportedly wandered away from a group of friends at the 
campground in an unknown direction and has not been seen since. Family 
reported him missing when he did not return home. Bryson left his camping gear 
behind and his phone had been powered off for several days. Lane County 
Sheriff's Office Search and Rescue teams spent days at the scene but did not 
discover any sign of him. Bryson’s friends and family have also assisted with the 
search. Michael Bryson is described as 6'2" tall, weighs approximately 180 
pounds, and has short brown hair and hazel eyes. He was last seen wearing a 
white t-shirt, tan shorts, and white Crocs with rainbows on them. He might also be 
wearing a brown, corduroy baseball cap. Anyone who has seen Michael Bryson 
or knows his whereabouts is asked to contact the Lane County Sheriff's Office at 
541-682-4150 then press 1 and reference case # 20-5286. /  
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, COMMUNITY, MENTAL HEALTH: 
The Lane County Emergency Operations Center today hosts another Multi-
Agency Resource Center (MARC) event for those affected by the Holiday Farm 
Fire. The MARC is open from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Lane Events Center 
at 796 West 13th Avenue in Eugene, Oregon. The goal is to connect residents 
and property owners with services and agencies that can assist them. The 
Resource Center includes representatives from: Housing support agencies; 
Insurance companies; Utility companies; Lane County Assessment and Taxation; 
Lane County Elections; Environmental Health; Waste and debris disposal 
coordinators; Permit and land management staff; Senior and Disabled Services; 
Faith-based services and support; Mental health and medical support. Other 
agencies on hand to provide help are the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), the Red Cross, the McKenzie Community Development 
Corporation, McKenzie School District, the Hope Project, Department of Human 
Services (SNAP), Lane Community College, the Oregon Division of Financial 
Regulation, the USDA and the Oregon Construction Contractors Board Field 
Services. The MARC also is available to those who have learned the status of 
their home or residence over the telephone and would like more information about 
those resources.  Another MARC is planned at the Lane Events Center for Oct. 2. 
Watch for details. Planners are working to hold future resource center sessions at 
locations up Highway 126, the McKenzie Highway, closer to affected 
communities.  Learn more about the Multi-Agency Resource Center here: 
https://vimeo.com/461114177 ; There is additional support available for those who 
have been affected by the Holiday Farm Fire: Emotional Support Line: 1(800)923-
HELP (4357). Disaster Stress Helpline: 1(800)985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 
66746. This line is available in 100 languages, 24 hours a day 7 days a week. In-
person crisis support with Lane County Behavioral Health: The Graduate Hotel 
(66 E. 6th Ave Eugene, OR 97401), Monday-Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. ; For the first time since Labor Day night (Sept. 7), 
evacuation notices are all Level 1 or lower in the areas affected by the Holiday 
Farm Fire. Officials yesterday announced the reductions, saying the Level 1 “Be 
Ready” advisories are in effect along a 27-mile stretch of Highway 126 from just 
east of Leaburg, as well as a portion of Deerhorn Road, to about one mile before 
McKenzie Bridge. A Level 1 “Be Ready” notice also remains in effect for the 
eastern part of the Mohawk Valley, which is largely non-residential. Level 1 



means be aware of the danger that exists in your area and prepare for possible 
evacuation. ; Travelers interested in accessing Oregon Highway 242, the Old 
McKenzie Highway, following its closure due to the nearby Holiday Farm Fire 
nearby will be able to do so starting today at 8:00 a.m. However, access will be 
allowed only from the Central Oregon side of the roadway. Traffic on the historic 
highway will enter through the gate west of Sisters and be able to travel to the 
highway’s summit at the Dee Wright Observatory. No access will be allowed on 
the western portion of the highway until additional firefighting and danger tree 
removal has been completed. ; Managers leading the fight against the Holiday 
Farm Fire said yesterday morning that containment lines held Wednesday night 
into Thursday as gusty winds and heavy rains arrived in the area. While the winds 
stirred the embers and fanning flames deep in the fire’s interior, they say it 
appears nothing escaped the confines created by crews during the past two-and-
a-half weeks. About an inch of rain fell across the burn zone with this week’s 
storm and more is expected today into Saturday. As part of the damage 
assessment, a hydrologist from the Medford office of the National Weather 
Service has been working with the Holiday Farm Fire’s incident meteorologist for 
several days to examine the wildfire zone from the air and assess the risk of 
landslides. So far, officials say there are no major concerns. But they warn that 
fire damage, wind damage, and heavy rains have taken a toll on soil conditions. 
That can further weaken tree root systems and loosen large debris. The Quartz 
Creek and Gates Creek watersheds on the east side of the fire sustained the 
most damage. The hydrologist adds that small slides are expected to impact 
forest roads throughout the winter. Hazards along Highway 126 still exist. Road 
crews from ODOT and fire personnel continue to make progress cutting hazard 
trees and removing large debris from the road surface with heavy equipment. The 
McKenzie Highway remains closed from milepost 28 east to milepost 38. Despite 
the rain and cooler conditions, a reminder that Western Oregon’s Fire Season 
remains in effect. Outdoor debris burning still is prohibited and several other 
spark-emitting activities are restricted. To assure a safe and clean burn of your 
piles this fall, cover a portion of the piles with plastic to keep it dry for easy ignition 
later. ; Residents affected by the Holiday Farm/McKenzie Fire will be able to 
access their properties via pilot car guided caravans beginning this afternoon. 
Other travelers should continue to take alternate routes to cross the Cascades. 
Pilot car caravans for local residents will run between the road closure points, 
which on the west end is two miles east of Vida at milepost 27.5 and on the other 
end is just east of Finn Rock at milepost 38. The caravans will move in one 
direction at a time. Pilot cars will operate under the following schedule: Friday, 
Sept 25, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Caravans will begin at the west end at 1 p.m., MP 27.55 
and run back and forth through the closure area.  Saturday and Sunday, Sept 26-
27, 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. Caravans will begin at the west end at 8 a.m., MP 27.55 and 
run back and forth through the closure area. Monday through Friday, Sept 28 – 
Oct 2, morning and evening access. Morning: 8 a.m. west to east, 9 a.m. east to 
west. Evening: 4 p.m. west to east, 5 p.m. east to west, 6 p.m. west to east. 
Residents will be guided by Oregon Department of Transportation vehicles in 
caravan groups: Once residents leave the highway they will not be escorted. To 
return to the closure points, wait for a pilot car heading in the needed direction. 
Trees and rocks continue to fall on the road day and night. Pilot cars are in radio 
communication and have safety equipment for hazards. The road remains closed 



to all travel at night because of the danger. Caravan hours and the closure zones 
will change as needed. Schedules after Oct 2 will be determined based on road 
safety and remaining work. Anyone traveling in the area should be prepared for 
lengthy delays from falling trees and rocks. Recovery crews are continuing work 
to make the road accessible and restore utilities. While some damaged trees 
have been removed, a second and possibly third round of tree removal will occur 
as more trees die from fire damage. Property owners may find that more trees will 
be removed over the next weeks and months. Once initial tree and rock removal 
and stabilization is done, ODOT crews will be repairing burned pavement, 
replacing destroyed guardrail and signs, and clearing culverts and ditches. 
Travelers should expect multiple work zones with lengthy delays for months to 
come. For the latest information on road conditions, visit TripCheck.com or call 5-
1-1. / SPORTS, HEALTH, EDUCATION, SAFETY, ECONOMY: Football will kick 
off in early November for the Pac-12 Conference. Oregon, Oregon State, and 
other schools will begin a shortened seven-game conference-only season on 
November 6. It comes after the Big Ten Conference earlier this month announced 
its own plans to restart football and other Fall sports. The decision from university 
presidents and chancellors means the Pac-12 is joining eight other top 
conferences in scheduling seasons that will be completed by Dec. 20, the day the 
College Football Playoff selection committee picks teams to play for the national 
championship and in the most lucrative bowl games. The Pac-12 football 
championship game is set for Dec. 18, putting the conference back in play for the 
biggest postseason games — and the multimillion-dollar payouts that come with 
them.  The Pac-12′s men’s and women’s basketball seasons will begin November 
25, in line with the NCAA’s recently announced opening date. The about-face 
comes after Pac-12 officials announced earlier this month that they had secured 
rapid-testing machines that will allow athletic departments to test players ahead of 
practices and games. The Pac-12 in August postponed its Fall sports, including 
football, until after the New Year. But when the Big Ten Conference decided to try 
for an abbreviated season, it put added pressure on the West Coast schools, who 
were the last holdouts among the Power Five conferences. That decision to 
postpone came six months after the pandemic canceled college basketball’s 
March Madness. But over the summer, six football conferences, including the 
powerful Southeastern Conference, decided to begin Fall football. The SEC 
begins play this weekend. The Big 12, Atlantic Coast Conference and three 
others have been up and running since Labor Day weekend. The Mid-American 
Conference, the first FBS league to postpone, might vote to restart its season 
today, which would mean all ten major conferences will be back in action. The 
Mountain West followed up a few hours later by announcing it is aiming to kick off 
Oct. 24. ; University of Oregon President Michael Schill heads the Pac-12′s CEO 
Group. He told reporters that the discussion among the presidents and 
chancellors was largely about the pros and cons of starting in the fall versus 
starting in January but believed conference leaders are acting in the students’ 
best interest. On September 3, the Pac-12 inked a deal with diagnostic testing 
company Quidel that will give each school the capacity to conduct daily COVID-
19 antigen tests on their athletes. Schill says having those tests is key, because it 
allows athletic departments to protect student athletes’ health and safety. There 
had been a push to restart the season on Halloween instead of the current 
November 6 kick-off. But Schill noted that local restrictions in Oregon and 



California to stem the spread of the virus made it impossible for six Pac-12 teams 
to practice football and slowed the return-to-play decision. Surging infections in 
Northern California and Colorado have halted some athletic events in those 
locations. Officials with the Pac-12 still need approval for games in those areas. 
Officials add that rapid coronavirus testing is essential, especially now that other 
conferences have already postponed or canceled 21 games during the past 
month because of infections. That includes four games that were set for 
tomorrow. On Thursday, the NCAA football oversight committee recommended 
that bowl games can be played as soon as December 1. That could create 
another unusual situation, as the bowl season could conceivably start before the 
conference champions are crowned. ; When football, basketball, and other Fall 
sports restart, the stadiums, arenas, and other venues will look different than they 
did last season. For starters, no fans will be permitted at Pac-12 sporting events 
taking place on campus. The loss of ticket revenue and decreased number of 
games will cost Pac-12 schools tens of millions of dollars, but it could have been 
even worse with no football at all. The College Football Playoff’s annual payout to 
the Power Five conferences has been $66 million. Conferences receive $6 million 
for each team selected for the national semifinals and $4 million for each team 
invited to the other four “New Year’s Six” bowls. Duck Athletic officials said last 
month that during their 2019 fiscal year, they had roughly $127 million in 
revenues and more than $128 million in expenses. Football accounted for 56 
percent of that revenue total. Athletic directors say with reduced revenues it will 
be a struggle to balance the books and big budget cuts might be in the works. 
The Pac-12 Conference has explored offering loans to member schools. 
University of Oregon Athletic Director Rob Mullens said in August he does not 
want to cut sports, calling it would be a “last resort.” / HEALTH, SAFETY, 
COMMUNITY, ELDERS, YOUTH, RECREATION: They describe it as an “upward 
trajectory” marked by “exponential increases in infection.” Lane County Public 
Health officials yesterday (Thurs., Sept. 24) announced 47 additional confirmed 
and presumptive cases of COVID-19. They warn things could get worse before 
they get better and add that infections might continue to surge locally for the next 
three or four weeks. There are 175 people considered infectious, meaning they 
are within ten days of when they first began showing symptoms. Nine patients are 
hospitalized. The rest are isolating at home. Sixteen Lane County residents have 
died since mid-March, including several in the past week. As daily infection 
numbers continue to set records, public health spokesman Jason Davis says new 
cases are being diagnosed at such a rapid rate that disease investigations are 
taking longer than usual. While some who fall ill had contact with only a handful of 
people while they were first infectious, they are the exception. Davis says in many 
newer cases, patients had 35 or 40 contacts. That greatly increases the number 
of people contact tracers must reach. As infection spread moves faster than 
health investigations, officials say the risk of coronavirus transmission in Lane 
County is “High.” Public health officials are encouraging you to avoid social 
gatherings as much as possible, since that continues to be a primary source of 
transmission. Most local infections are among young people under the age of 30, 
especially those in their late teens and early 20s. Officials say small gatherings 
pose a risk when people forget to physically distance and remove their masks. 
Often, patients do not realize they are infected because they are not showing 
symptoms. If they go to work or visit other friends and family, they can spread the 



coronavirus. Amid the increase in Lane County cases, a top official with the 
PeaceHealth Oregon network issued a statement yesterday on behalf of the Lane 
County Public Health Medical Advisory Group. Jim McGovern writes that, quote, 
"It appears as though the preparations made by hospitals and other care 
providers at the beginning of the outbreak will now need to be utilized," 
adding, "This is not only our wakeup call, it is our call to action." McGovern says 
doctors, nurses, nurse practitioners and other providers are imploring you to do 
your part to help keep Lane County healthy and safe. ; Among the trends that 
alarm Lane County Public health officials: They are seeing people return to work 
while they are still showing symptoms and are infectious. Yes, isolating at home 
for ten days—especially if you’re not showing a lot of symptoms—can be 
frustrating, especially if you need to make money to pay bills. But officials say that 
risks infecting other who might have more severe cases. Health experts say they 
understand people have financial needs, but remind you that case managers can 
provide advice and help connect you with assistance while you remain in 
isolation. There have been seven recent outbreaks among young people under 
the age of 30—specifically those in their late teens and early 20s. Young adults 
now account for more COVID-19 cases in Lane County than all of the other cases 
combined. But Jason Davis, a spokesman with Lane County Public Health, wants 
to clear up some misconceptions: First, this is NOT a University of Oregon 
problem. It is a behavior problem. Health investigators are seeing patients from 
other schools involved in these clusters, plus many young people who are not 
students. These are social clusters, not age clusters. The common factor is small 
gatherings where the virus is being transmitted and then spreads beyond the 
young adults to older people—family, friends, co-workers—who are getting sick. 
Those patients in the second group might not rebound so quickly. And while 17 
percent of our local patients a truly asymptomatic, having never experienced any 
symptoms, Davis says 83 percent have some symptoms, even if it’s just a mild 
headache or the loss of taste and smell. ; Lane County Public Health officials 
continue to see a surge in cases among young adults in their late teens and early 
20s—largely during small social gatherings. During yesterday’s media briefing, I 
asked Lane County Public Health spokesman Jason Davis how challenging has it 
been to convince those patients of the need to isolate? And what tends to 
persuade them to do so? Davis acknowledged that it is harder to convince 
someone who feels relatively healthy to stay home. He says some young adults 
will tell contact tracers that they don’t know anyone over 60 and that they stay in 
their social group. But health experts remind them that’s not how viruses work. 
Viruses can leap from young people to older co-workers, family members, and 
friends. But Davis adds that the young adults they’ve contacted are part of a 
population who are interested in building a better tomorrow and a better Lane 
County. He says they are intelligent people who are not interested in tearing 
things down. When contact tracers have the conversation with them, Davis says it 
appeals to them. I asked about whether we’ve seen any COVID-19 transmission 
resulting from summer’s local protests and the answer is: Not so far. Health 
investigators suspect that is because the majority of people wear masks, are 
outdoors while marching or moving around, and most attended protests while the 
county’s transmission rates were really low. There have been a few people who 
attended a protest and later fell ill. But county experts tied those cases to earlier 
infections in the patients’ workplaces or with someone in their household. That 



said, Lane County Public Health experts are concerned that if we start seeing 
large-scale protests this fall or winter, especially if the weather causes people to 
huddle more closely together, we might see transmission. / CRIME, RACIAL 
JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT: Eugene Police say they arrested two people 
late Wednesday night after a disorderly crowd in the West University 
neighborhood began creating problems ranging from disrupting traffic and tagging 
buildings with graffiti to dragging dumpsters, trash bins, mattresses, and traffic 
cones into neighborhood streets. Investigators say the suspects were part of a 
group that formed after an earlier protest and march ended. Demonstrators in that 
earlier event were protesting a decision by a Kentucky grand jury not to directly 
indict any officers in the death of Breonna Taylor, a Black woman who was shot 
and killed in her home. During the late-night criminal activity in the West 
University neighborhood, officials say 28-year-old Ethan Joseph Klein Kline was 
arrested for Disorderly Conduct and Interfering with a Police Officer. Police say 
Kline was blocking traffic in the middle of the intersection of East 13th Avenue 
and Hilyard Streets, a major route to PeaceHealth’s University District Hospital. 
He also was observed blocking the road when others in the group were causing 
all the criminal mischief in that immediate area. Kline fled on foot when an officer 
attempted to stop him and arrest him. But officers quickly caught up with him and 
made the arrest without force or incident. Police also arrested 25-year-old Alexis 
Wolcott Worden for Interfering with a Police Officer. Investigators say officers 
went to stop Worden fled and refused to obey police orders after they tried to stop 
her for a traffic violation she committed while riding a bicycle in the area. Police 
say no force was used, and she was taken into custody without further incident. 
The earlier protest on Wednesday evening started at 7 p.m. and involved close to 
100 people who blocked traffic at 8th Avenue and Mill Streets, then marched west 
into the Downtown Eugene area. Police say that group caused a significant, 20-
minute traffic blockage of several hundred cars along 7th Avenue heading east, 
as well as motorists traveling south from the Ferry Street Bridge. Officers said the 
blockages continued at intersections along the route to the Lane County Jail. The 
group later returned to a location outside the Federal Court House near 8th 
Avenue and Mill Street to hear from speakers, then began to break up around 
8:30 p.m. But police said roughly 40 people remained who formed for a second 
march, with many wearing black clothing and several putting on gas masks and 
forming a tight group.  That is the group that headed toward 17th Avenue and 
Hilyard Streets and the West University neighborhood. / CRIME: Eugene Police 
are looking for a man who one week ago Thursday assaulted a 75-year-old 
woman as she attempted to return a library book at the Downtown Eugene Public 
Library. It happened during the noon hour on Thursday, September 17. The man 
was last seen on foot headed eastbound on West 10th Avenue immediately after 
the incident. Police yesterday distributed images taken from a security video that 
show the suspect. He is described as a white male, approximately 30 to 40 years 
old, five-foot-ten to six-feet tall, with a heavy build. The man appeared to have a 
distinctive tattoo or marking on the side of his left calf. He was last seen wearing 
a grey colored hooded jacket, tan shorts, and a black ball cap. If you know 
anything about the incident or the suspect, contact Officer Brandon Rathje at 541-
359-6423. /  
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY: Managers leading the fight against 
the Holiday Farm Fire said yesterday morning that with containment reaching 50 
percent, crews spent much of the weekend preparing for the shift to hotter, drier 
weather. After days of rain and cool temperatures, warmer and drier east winds 
began arriving yesterday and will push temperatures into the low 90s today. Fire 
managers are cautiously optimistic that the work performed in recent days will 
help containment lines hold as they did last time, they were tested less than one 
week ago. Then, east winds fanned flames and stirred up embers deep inside the 
fire’s interior but did not create any problems outside established containment 
lines. More than 500 firefighters continue to work on the fire. Crews are working 
on specific areas and extinguishing hot spots. Helicopters and fire engines are 
patrolling and conducting reconnaissance. Should there be any flare-ups, officials 
say helicopters are on-call to dump water in problem areas to help with 
suppression. The incident management team and local fire agencies have been 
receiving inquiries about small columns of smoke from the Holiday Farm Fire that 
appear to be outside containment lines. They want to reassure everyone that 
these “smokes,” as they are known, are well within the perimeter of the fire and 
pose minimal threat to crossing containment lines or threatening homes. These 
small columns of smoke within the interior of the fire might continue to be visible 
well into the winter months, but again, pose no threat. Please do not report these 
smokes to emergency services as they overload the system and create 
unnecessary response. On Friday afternoon, all evacuation notices in Lane 
County issued in connection to the Holiday Farm Fire were canceled.  Hazard 
tree and debris removal is continuing along Highway 126 in the McKenzie Valley, 
but local motor vehicle traffic continues to be allowed through in slow convoys led 
by pilot vehicles along a 10-mile stretch between Milepost 27.5, east of Vida, and 
Milepost 38, near Blue River. Incident managers also remind everyone: Western 
Oregon’s Fire Season remains in effect. Outdoor debris burning still is prohibited 
and several other spark-emitting activities are restricted. Now is the time to 
assure a safe and clean burn for your piles later this fall: Cover a portion of the 
piles with plastic to keep things dry for easy ignition later. Learn more about fire 
restrictions at www.lrapa.org and www.oregon.gov/odf/fire/pages/restrictions.aspx 
; Pilot car caravans for residents impacted by the Holiday Farm Fire continue to 
run between the road closure points on Highway 126E. The closure stretches 
between along a 10-mile stretch between Milepost 27.5, east of Vida, and 



Milepost 38, near Blue River. The caravans will move in one direction at a time. 
Pilot car schedule Monday through Friday, Sept 28 – Oct 2: Morning: 8 a.m. west 
to east, 9 a.m. east to west. Evening: 4 p.m. west to east, 5 p.m. east to west, 6 
p.m. west to east. Residents will be guided by Oregon Department of 
Transportation vehicles in caravan groups: Once residents leave the highway 
they will not be escorted. To return to the closure points, wait for a pilot car 
heading in the needed direction. Trees and rocks continue to fall on the road day 
and night. Pilot cars are in radio communication and have safety equipment for 
hazards. The road remains closed to all travel at night because of the danger. 
Caravan hours and the closure zones will change as needed. Schedules after Oct 
2 will be determined based on road safety and remaining work. ; Oregon’s U.S. 
Senators met Friday with residents whose homes and property were gutted by the 
Holiday Farm Fire. They say they continue pushing for added federal assistance 
and will not forget about the McKenzie River communities struggling to rebuild. 
U.S. Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley visited a resource fair for wildfire 
victims at the Lane County Events Center. It comes as local officials work to 
create interim housing for many who lost their homes. Communications 
companies are also working to establish temporary cellular and other service in 
fire-damaged parts of the McKenzie Valley. The Holiday Farm Fire destroyed at 
least 431 homes and two dozen commercial buildings and at least temporarily 
displaced thousands of people. ; A request from residents in the McKenzie Valley: 
Yes, they know many people want to see the wildfire damage in these 
communities and rural neighborhoods. They know many of you are concerned, 
that you are looking for ways to help or just are curious. But many of these 
residents are grieving the loss of their homes, their possessions, and their 
memories. Yes, some portions of Highway 126 are open on both ends. Yes, other 
sections remain closed save for pilot vehicles slowly leading caravans of 
residents into the most severely burned areas to access their properties. But all 
along Highway 126, McKenzie Valley residents are asking that you give them 
space and time for healing. Many of these people are emotionally wrung out. 
Seeing vehicles filled with sightseers cruising their roads and what is left of their 
communities is heartbreaking and painful. Please do not travel there if your trip is 
not essential. Please do not stop and wander through the charred remnants of 
people's lives and collect souvenirs. Please give our friends and neighbors the 
time and space to grieve, recover, and heal. ; Some thoughts about the next few 
days of heat and east winds from the National Weather Service’s Portland 
meteorologists: After the wildfires and smoke that began on Labor Day, it is 
understandable that some might be alarmed by the forecast of gusty east-
northeast winds today through Tuesday. However, there are important differences 
between this event and the Labor Day event. Weather forecasters say the past 7-
10 days of rains did a good job moistening fuels enough to reduce some of the 
fire danger that would be associated with gusty and dry east winds. That said, 
vegetation will dry out some and raise concerns in some places, but probably not 
enough to result in critical fire danger. Additionally, this week’s east winds will not 
be nearly as strong as our Labor Day event. Meteorologists say this week’s east-
northeast winds should end up only 50 percent to 60 percent as strong as our 
Labor Day event. Still, the easterly winds will push warm temperatures all the way 
to the coast during the early part of this week. Finally, forecasters warn there is an 
increased risk of sneaker waves along the Oregon Coast today and Tuesday, as 



long westerly swells of around 10-12 feet move across the waters every 16-18 
seconds. That increases the chances some of these slowing waves might pile up 
and run dangerously far and fast up the beach, catching the unwary. / HEALTH, 
COMMUNITY, YOUTH: Looks like there were 60 new cases of COVID-19 
reported to Lane County Public Health officials over the weekend. The website 
containing the latest numbers now indicates ten people are hospitalized—up two 
from Friday’s total. They are among the 202 considered infectious, meaning they 
are within ten days of when they first began showing symptoms. The rest are 
isolating at home. Seventeen Lane County residents have died since mid-March. 
The most recent death, announced Friday, was a 76-year-old man who lived in 
the Eugene-Springfield area. He died on September 1 and an Oregon Health 
Authority review of his case determined his death was coronavirus-related. Last 
week, county health officials said they were seeing an upward surge in cases and 
warned things could get worse before they get better. Officials say infections 
might continue to surge locally for the next three or four weeks. ; The Oregon 
Health Authority reported 457 new COVID-19 cases on Friday, the highest daily 
total since the start of the pandemic. On Saturday, the agency reported another 
277 new cases and four new deaths. On Sunday: 242 new cases and one 
additional death. Officials attributed much of the recent rise in cases to Labor Day 
celebrations, including small gatherings by younger adults, and the interruption of 
testing during recent wildfires in Oregon. Oregon’s death toll since the start of the 
pandemic stands at 542.  / HEALTH, SPORTS, EDUCATION, SAFETY: Oregon 
returned to the Associated Press Top 25 football polls this weekend, after Pac-12 
leaders voted to start the 2020 season on November 6. The Number 14 Ducks 
are the only Pac-12 school in the standings. They are joined by Big Ten schools 
who have also reentered the poll with plans for a late-October season kickoff. 
Ohio State returns at Number 6 and Penn State at Number 10. It comes after late 
last week the Pac-12, Big Ten, Mountain West, and Mid-American Conferences 
all reversed course and decided to play fall football. They initially postponed over 
concerns about the spread of the coronavirus, but the conference leaders say 
access to rapid testing makes it possible to hold practices and games. At the top 
of the rankings this week, Clemson remained Number 1, followed by Alabama at 
Number 2. ; The Pac-12 Conference’s revised 2020 Football schedule is 
expected to be released this week. It comes after conference and university 
leaders voted last week to go forward with an abbreviated, conference-only 
season which kicks off November 6-7. They initially postponed in mid-August over 
concerns about the spread of the coronavirus, but the conference leaders say 
access to rapid testing machines at each school will make it possible to hold 
practices and games. Under the plan, preseason camp begins on Friday, October 
9, four weeks before the opening weekend of play. For much of this and next 
week, there are team meetings, walkthroughs, and strength-and-conditioning 
sessions. The start date on the first weekend in November allows Pac-12 teams 
to play six games before the conference title game on December 18. If the 
conference crowns a champion with a 7-0 record, Pac-12 leaders hope that team 
will be in consideration for the College Football Playoff. Pac-12 football teams will 
play each of their five division rivals in the 2020 regular season, plus one team 
from the other division. All 12 teams will play on Friday, December 18, including 
the two division winners in the Pac-12 Championship Game. The College Football 
Playoff selection committee meets December 20 to set the lineup for New Year's 



Six bowl games. The Oregon football team is coming off a 2019 Football season 
in which the Ducks went 12-2, defeating Utah for the Pac-12 championship and 
beating Wisconsin in the Rose Bowl. The Pac-12 also said Thursday that men's 
and women's basketball teams may begin preparing for the start of their season 
Nov. 25, the date designated by the NCAA last week for the first competitions of 
the 2020-21 season. All Pac-12 competition will be held without fans in 
attendance, although that decision will be revisited after January 1. Other fall 
sports, including cross country, volleyball and soccer, earlier saw their NCAA 
championship events moved to the spring and their seasons remain on that 
timeline. / SPORTS: A tough loss for former Oregon quarterback Justin Herbert 
and the Los Angeles Chargers as they dropped a close one on the final play to 
the Carolina Panthers, 21-16. The Panthers sacked Herbert twice. But the former 
Duck quarterback—making the second start in his NFL rookie season—passed 
for more than 300 yards. He threw for more than 300 yards in his debut game, as 
well. ; Former Springfield High School basketball standout Mercedes Russell is 
headed to the WNBA Finals. It comes after Russell’s team, the Seattle Storm, 
swept Minnesota in their playoff series. Seattle is making its third appearance in 
the Finals in three years and last won the WNBA title in 2018. ; Former Oregon 
women’s basketball star Satou Sabally was named Sunday morning to the 2020 
WNBA all-rookie team. Sabally plays for the Dallas Wings. She received the 
maximum 11 votes from a panel of the WNBA’s head coaches.  The No. 2 overall 
pick in the 2020 WNBA Draft, Sabally ranked first among rookies and 11th in the 
WNBA during the shortened 2020 regular season with 7.8 rebounds per game, 
and she was third among first-year players with 13.9 points per game. The Berlin, 
Germany, native scored 20-plus points three different times and led all rookies 
with five double-doubles, despite missing six of the Wings’ 22 games due to 
injury. / POLITICS, RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIME, SAFETY: 
Police say a right-wing rally and counter-protests in Portland dispersed without 
serious violence Saturday. But police are investigating an assault after one 
person who was documenting the event was pushed to the ground and kicked in 
the face. Separately, police said a criminal citation was issued after officials 
confiscated firearms, paintball guns, baseball bats and shields from a pick-up 
truck that was initially stopped for having obscured license plates as it left the 
rally. Several hundred people, dozens of them wearing militarized body armor, 
gathered to support President Trump and his reelection campaign Saturday 
afternoon. The attendance was far fewer than the 10,000 organizers had 
expected after tensions boiled over nationwide following the decision not to 
charge officers in Louisville, Kentucky, for killing Breonna Taylor. Organized by 
the Proud Boys, the rally was described as a free speech event to support Trump 
and police and condemn anti-fascists, “domestic terrorism” and “violent gangs of 
rioting felons” in the streets. But local and state elected officials said the Proud 
Boys have been labelled a hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Center. 
Officials forcefully condemned the event and rushed to shore up law enforcement 
ranks as left-wing groups organized several rallies to oppose the Proud Boys’ 
message. About 1,000 counter-protesters gathered at another park. Oregon 
Governor Kate Brown on Friday said she was sending state troopers to help the 
Portland police and was creating a unified command structure among city, 
regional and state law enforcement — a tactic that essentially circumvents a city 
ban on the use of tear gas as a crowd-control measure. The state police said a 



“massive influx” of troopers would be in Portland by Saturday morning. Portland 
Mayor Ted Wheeler said the city and its police force did not need or want help 
from “paramilitaries or vigilante groups.” Police officials acknowledged that 
Oregon is an open-carry state for firearms. But on Friday, they reminded those 
attending the rally and counter-demonstrations that under Portland law, it is illegal 
to carry a loaded firearm in public without an Oregon concealed handgun permit. ; 
The rally came as Portland approached its fifth month of almost nightly protests 
against racial injustice and police brutality. Several people in Portland were 
arrested in anti-police brutality protests that continued into early Sunday morning. 
Authorities say the protests that began Saturday night were declared an unlawful 
assembly and police began forcing demonstrators out after people blocked the 
road and objects were thrown at officers, including full drink cans and rocks. One 
protester lit an American flag on fire, and some protesters were seen shooting 
fireworks at police. Several arrests have been made. The unrest came hours after 
that right-wing rally and counterprotesters largely dispersed without serious 
violence Saturday afternoon. /  
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, SAFETY: According to the National 
Weather Service in Portland: Smoke is beginning to drift northward from 
California wildfires and should spread across northwest Oregon late this 
afternoon through Wednesday. Most of this smoke should remain fairly high 
above us, but some might mix a bit closer to the surface during the afternoon and 
evenings each day and result in brighter sunsets and hazier horizons later this 
week. Forecasters are still uncertain how much the smoke will affect our air 
quality. But given the current wildfire smoke production in California and the 
distance it is traveling, they say it seems highly unlikely the smoke will be 
anywhere near as dense as it was in the days following our Labor Day Fires. ; 
The fall outdoor burning season has been delayed from October 1 to October 15 
for many Lane County Residents. The Lane County Fire Defense Board 
postponed the opening of the season due to drier weather conditions and 
heightened fire danger present in Lane County. Officials with L-RAPA, the Lane 
Regional Air Protection Agency, say our recent rainfall has been beneficial, but 
there are still concerns about wildfires. The Fire Defense Board will reassess the 
situation in mid-October. It is not unusual for fall outdoor burning season to be 
delayed after dry and hot summers. Outdoor burning, also known as “open” or 
“backyard” burning, allows some Lane County residents to burn dry woody yard 
debris that was generated on their own residential property. But burning is always 
prohibited on properties of less than two acres inside Eugene’s Urban Growth 
Boundary. L-RAPA encourages residents to explore alternatives to burning. 
Residents may dispose of woody yard debris for a minimal charge at one of Lane 
County’s various collection depots. Chipping and composting are also good 
alternatives. ; One other note: Daily “Home Wood Heating” advisories begin on 
Tuesday, October 1, for residents of Eugene, Springfield, and Oakridge and 
continue through the end of May. These advisories apply to solid fuel devices 
such as wood stoves, pellet stoves and wood burning fireplaces in Eugene, 
Springfield, and Oakridge. Green day advisories indicate that the air quality is 
good and burning is allowed. Yellow day advisories indicate that the air quality is 
deteriorating and burning is discouraged; residents are urged to use alternative 
sources of heat if possible. Red day advisories indicate that the air quality is 
unhealthy, and any visible smoke is prohibited. Failure to adhere to the daily 
advisories can result in hefty fines, including a fine for residents’ first citation. 
Opacity limitations exist on Green and Yellow days that limit how thick your 



smoke can be. Home Wood Heating advisories are posted at 2 p.m. every day 
and go into effect at 4 p.m. that day for 24 hours. Lane County residents are 
required to check the daily advisory before starting a fire. Please visit 
www.lrapa.org or call the advisory line at 541-746-4328. Residents may also sign 
up for text messages alerts to be notified of a red advisory day by texting: 
“LRAPAHWH” to 313131. Financial need-based exemptions from red days are 
available in Eugene and Springfield; for more information, call LRAPA at 541-736-
1056. Oakridge exemptions are available through Oakridge City Hall, 541-782-
2258. Smoke from wood stoves and fireplaces are the main source of air pollution 
in Lane County in the fall and winter. To help Lane County meet the federal clean 
air standards every year, residents are encouraged to burn smart and clean. 
LRAPA advises people to make sure they only burn wood that has been 
seasoned for a minimum of six months to prevent excessive smoke. Additionally, 
use a certified wood stove and make sure your chimney is clean and free of 
creosote. ; Crews battling the Holiday Farm Fire started their week with 
containment of the blaze at 55 percent. They say calm conditions on Sunday 
allowed them to continue shoring up containment lines. The fire has not grown 
beyond 173,000 acres in seven days. But incident managers say they are 
keeping an eye on the warming weather conditions and east winds, which can stir 
embers in the interior of the fire zone. They once again remind residents and 
passersby: Do not be surprised if you see small columns of smoke within the fire’s 
interior over the next few days. These “smokes” pose only a minimal threat to 
crossing containment lines or threatening homes. Fire personnel ask that you not 
report these smokes to emergency services because the calls are unnecessary 
and overload the 9-1-1 system. Hazard tree and debris removal continue along 
Highway 126 up the McKenzie Valley. Residents are being allowed to access 
their properties in a ten-mile closure zone with the help of convoys led by pilot 
vehicles. For more information regarding road closures and delays, visit 
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/Pages/Wildfire.aspx or www.tripcheck.com Officials 
with the Oregon Department of Forestry add that fire personnel continue to follow 
recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control for preventing the spread 
of COVID-19. As of Monday, zero cases of COVID-19 have been reported among 
those battling the Holiday Farm Fire. ; Pilot cars operated by the Oregon 
Department of Transportation are scheduled in the closure zone of the McKenzie 
Highway at limited times this week during the following hours: Morning: 8 a.m. 
west to east / 9 a.m. east to west. Evening: 4 p.m. west to east / 5 p.m. east to 
west / 6 p.m. west to east. The pilot cars are being operated from two miles east 
of Vida at milepost 27.55 to east of Finn Rock at milepost 38. This allows 
residents to travel safely through multiple work zones where hazard trees are 
being removed. ; With evacuees returning to their homes or beginning the 
process or rebuilding, there were fewer calls over the weekend to Lane County’s 
Holiday Farm Fire non-emergency call center. On Sunday evening, officials 
decided to close it because of the low call volume. But information and resources 
for those affected by the Holiday Farm Fire continues to be available online at 
www.lanecounty.org/mckenziefire_resources Residents along the McKenzie 
corridor who see hazards along County-maintained roads, including hazard trees 
and debris, may report those hazards directly to Lane County Road & Bridge 
Maintenance at 541-682-6900. That line is answered 24 hours per day. For 
updates regarding road closures and information related to Oregon Department of 



Transportation’s Highway 126, go to tripcheck.com / HEALTH, COMMUNITY, 
YOUTH, ELDERS, EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT, LOW-INCOME: There was 
more detail from Lane County Public Health officials yesterday about the 
continued surge in local COVID-19 cases over the weekend. Officials say that, in 
all, there were 75 new cases, including six associated with a long-term care 
facility and one new death. A total 179 people are considered infectious, a 
decrease of 21 from Friday. While most are isolating at home, nine people remain 
hospitalized. Our 18th local COVID-19-related death was an 85-year-old man on 
Sunday. He was from the Eugene-Springfield area and was hospitalized prior to 
his death. Public health officials say five residents and one staff member have 
tested positive for COVID-19 at Farmington Square Senior Living located at 2730 
Bailey Lane in Eugene. Officials say managers of the facility are working with 
Lane County Public Health and taking all precautionary measures to limit the 
spread of COVID-19. Last week, county health officials said they were seeing an 
upward surge in cases and warned things could get worse before they get better. 
Officials say infections might continue to surge locally for the next three or four 
weeks. Across Oregon, 547 people have died from COVID-19 and its 
complications. The news came as global coronavirus deaths yesterday surpassed 
one million. That total exceeds this year’s case numbers for influenza, measles, 
malaria, and cholera, combined. More than 205,000 of the world’s COVID deaths 
are in the U.S. ; A pause to in-person education, for now, for students in the 
Springfield Public Schools. One week after starting classes last Monday at most 
elementary schools for kindergarten and first graders, Springfield district officials 
say they are concerned by the surging infection numbers across Lane County and 
the state, as well as the “positivity rate” from testing. In an email to district 
families, Springfield School officials say they are shifting to all-online learning, 
beginning Thursday. It came after Lane County last week crossed a threshold and 
recorded more than 30 cases per 100,000 population. The county recorded 246 
new cases last week. Exceeding the Oregon Department of Education guidelines 
meant three other school districts were unable to open last Tuesday for in-person 
education for their youngest students. The Springfield schools, which had already 
opened, were allowed to continue in-person instruction. Springfield school officials 
announced the shift to all-remote learning last night in an email to families, saying 
it was in the best interests of students, faculty, staff, and the community. The 
Eugene and Bethel districts started their academic year completely online. ; 
Oregon Governor Kate Brown yesterday enacted a new statewide moratorium 
that prevents residential evictions for non-payment and other no-cause evictions 
between September 30 and December 31. The governor says it comes amid the 
continuing pandemic and in the wake of the devastating wildfires that have 
destroyed many Oregon communities and forced thousands more residents out of 
work. The governor’s first eviction moratorium went into effect April 1. During its 
first special session of the year, Oregon lawmakers established a residential and 
commercial eviction moratorium through tomorrow with a six-month repayment 
period. Brown says her new executive order will help keep Oregonians in their 
homes until the Legislature can convene later this year to address housing 
issues. For those unable to pay their rent now, it will still need to be paid once the 
moratorium ends. You might still face eviction after that. And renters may still be 
evicted for cause during the next three months for issues including criminal 
activity. ; This is the first day of Fall Term classes at the University of Oregon. The 



U-of-O will hold the bulk of its courses online, but some small labs and seminars 
will take place in-person with precautions in place. But many campus resources, 
and support services are available provided students, faculty, and staff wear 
masks and observe physical distancing. These include access to the libraries, 
student union, and student rec center—as well as academic and career advising. 
But if you are a member of the public and accustomed to visiting the U-of-O. put 
those plans on hold: Campus buildings remain closed to the public. Earlier this 
month, the University of Oregon opened residence halls to incoming freshmen, 
transfer students, and returning students choosing to live on-campus. But they 
first needed to be tested for COVID-19. Those who test positive must recover 
elsewhere in isolation. According to the U-of-O’s coronavirus web pages, eight 
students tested positive this week for coronavirus, but all live off campus. The U-
of-O has reported 136 cases affecting members of its community since June 1. 
Eighty-four of those cases came this month—most last week during the peak of 
testing for residence hall arrivals. But the details on the campus coronavirus page 
indicate only three of those with positive tests were students preparing to move 
into a residence hall. Most U-of-O-related COVID-19 cases involve students who 
live off-campus and, like other community members in Lane County, their 
infections are tied to small gatherings, out-of-town travel, or transmission from 
someone in their household. / SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: Police say a Seaside 
man died after falling from a cliff into the water Sunday at the Oregon coast. 
Officials say the 43-year-old was hiking with a friend along the Devil’s Cauldron 
Overlook Trail in Oswald West State Park when he stepped over a cable fence 
and past a sign reading “Danger: Do Not Go Beyond This Point.” Investigators 
say the man climbed a tree at the cliff’s edge to pose for a photograph. But 
Oregon State Police say a limb broke, and the man plummeted 100 feet into the 
Pacific Ocean. The U.S. Coast Guard and Nehalem Bay Fire Department used a 
helicopter and jet skis to bring him to shore. He was pronounced dead at a 
Tillamook hospital. /  
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DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, ECONOMY, HEALTH, SAFETY: A reminder that 
the haze we are seeing across Western Oregon is largely from those big wildfires 
burning in Northern California. Most of this smoke is staying fairly high up—
between 7,000 to 10,000 feet. That should help protect our local air quality. But 
some smoke might mix a bit closer to the ground the afternoon and evenings and 
result in brighter sunsets and hazier horizons. ; Recovering from the wildfire up 
the McKenzie? Cash assistance is available today. Catholic Community Services 
of Lane County (CCS) is distributing $250 Visa Cash Gift Cards to qualifying 
residents at its Springfield Community Service Center at 1025 G Street. This is for 
individuals and families who have not already received this assistance but were 
forced to evacuate because of the Holiday Farm Fire up the McKenzie. One adult 
per address is eligible and will receive a $250 gift card once they show ID or proof 
of residence in a former Level 3 or Level 2 evacuation zone. Proof of residence 
includes things like a utility bill, car insurance or vehicle registration. You may 
speak with Catholic Community Services staff onsite if you are unable to provide 
verification. Today’s distribution begins at 8:00 a.m. and continues through 2:00 
p.m. Catholic Community Services staff will process the requests outside. Masks 
and physical distancing are required. The funds come from donations made to 
United Way of Lane County's Wildfire Relief Fund. Thank you to everyone who 
has donated. Call Catholic Community Services at 541-345-3628 ext. 326 for 
additional details. ; The Lane County Emergency Operations Center is hosting 
another Multi-Agency Resource Center (MARC) for those whose homes are 
affected by the Holiday Farm wildfire. The MARC will be open Friday, October 2, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Lane Events Center at 796 West 13th Avenue in 
Eugene. The Resource Center will include representatives from: Utility 
companies; Lane County Elections; Insurance companies; Housing support 
agencies; Senior and Disabled Services; Environmental Health; Lane County 
Assessment and Taxation; Waste and debris disposal coordinators; Permit and 
land management staff; Faith-based services and support; Mental health and 
medical support. There also is support available for those who have been affected 
by the Holiday Farm Fire: Emotional Support Line: 1(800)923-HELP (4357). 
Disaster Stress Helpline: 1(800)985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746. This line is 
available in 100 languages, 24 hours a day 7 days a week. In-person crisis 
support with Lane County Behavioral Health: The Graduate Hotel (66 E. 6th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97401), Monday-Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. 



to 5:00 p.m. ; The Holiday Farm Fire now is 60 percent contained and remains at 
slightly more than 173,000 acres. With hot, dry weather this week but minimal 
winds, crews continue to tie together containment lines in tough-to-reach areas. 
They are receiving support from four helicopters. Sunday’s higher temperatures 
and breezy winds stirred up fire activity in some unburned islands around Doe 
Creek. But officials say interior fire activity posed no threat to containment lines. 
There are 650 personnel working the fire. That includes 17 hand crews, 44 
engines, 7 bulldozers, 7 water tenders, and 3 other types of heavy equipment. 
Officials say safety is a key part of the effort and they have been only six minor 
injuries among crews since the fire since the night of September 7. This morning, 
the Oregon Department of Forestry’s Incident Management Team hands off to a 
new team. This allows incident managers and staff to cycle out and rest before 
possibly being deployed to another blaze. The outgoing team thanks everyone for 
their hospitality and support during their stay. Hazard tree and debris removal 
continue along Highway 126 up the McKenzie Valley. Residents are being 
allowed to access their properties in a ten-mile closure zone with the help of 
convoys led by pilot vehicles. For more information regarding road closures and 
delays, visit https://www.oregon.gov/odot/Pages/Wildfire.aspx or 
www.tripcheck.com ; Pilot cars operated by the Oregon Department of 
Transportation are scheduled in the closure zone of the McKenzie Highway at 
limited times this week during the following hours: Morning: 8 a.m. west to east / 9 
a.m. east to west. Evening: 4 p.m. west to east / 5 p.m. east to west / 6 p.m. west 
to east. The pilot cars are being operated from two miles east of Vida at milepost 
27.55 to east of Finn Rock at milepost 38. This allows residents to travel safely 
through multiple work zones where hazard trees are being removed. ; The 
Oregon Department of Revenue is providing some relief to victims of Oregon 
wildfires and the windstorm that preceded them. People and households who 
reside or have a business located in Lane, Douglas, Linn, Marion, and five other 
counties (Clackamas, Lincoln, Jackson, and Klamath) are eligible for the relief. If 
you are a wildfire or windstorm victim, any penalty and interest imposed for late 
filing or late payment related to due dates that fall on or after September 7, 2020 
and before January 15, 2021 will be waived if you file and pay by January 15, 
2021. If you receive a billing or adjustment notice from Revenue related to a late 
filing or late payment caused by a disaster situation, follow the instructions in the 
notice to request a waiver of penalty and interest. The Oregon relief applies to all 
affected taxpayers who are filing any income, payroll, and excise taxes originally 
due during the relief period. See the Oregon Department of Revenue website for 
a list of qualifying tax programs and frequently asked questions at 
https://www.oregon.gov/dor/Documents/Wildfire_Relief_FAQ.pdf ; Lane County 
Animal Services is hosting a thank-you event for volunteers who assisted with 
animal care at the Lane County Fairgrounds in response to the Holiday Farm Fire. 
WHEN: Friday, October 2, at 6:00 p.m. WHERE: Lane Events Center Livestock 
Pavilion (enter via Gate H). WHO: Volunteers who assisted Lane County Animal 
Services at the Lane County Fairgrounds. “The volunteers who gave their time to 
help care for the animals evacuated to the Lane County Fairgrounds are 
incredible,” said Lane County Animal Welfare Officer Elyse Larkin. “We could not 
have provided shelter, food and veterinary care to more than 500 animals without 
their assistance and I am so awed by how supportive our community is when 
others are in need.” Volunteers included the Sheriff’s Office Mounted Posse, local 



4H groups, local veterinarians, and several others – including people who had 
themselves been evacuated. “This event will give us an opportunity to express 
our gratitude for their hard work and support over the past three weeks,” said 
Larkin. The event is limited to volunteers and their families to ensure adequate 
physical distancing space. Pizza is being provided by The Hope Project and 
Roaring Rapids Pizza. ; Daily “Home Wood Heating” advisories begin Thursday 
(October 1), for residents of Eugene, Springfield, and Oakridge and continue 
through the end of May. These advisories apply to solid fuel devices such as 
wood stoves, pellet stoves and wood burning fireplaces in Eugene, Springfield, 
and Oakridge. Green day advisories indicate that the air quality is good and 
burning is allowed. Yellow day advisories indicate that the air quality is 
deteriorating and burning is discouraged; residents are urged to use alternative 
sources of heat if possible. Red day advisories indicate that the air quality is 
unhealthy, and any visible smoke is prohibited. Failure to adhere to the daily 
advisories can result in hefty fines, including a fine for residents’ first citation. 
Opacity limitations exist on Green and Yellow days that limit how thick your 
smoke can be. Home Wood Heating advisories are posted at 2 p.m. every day 
and go into effect at 4 p.m. that day for 24 hours. Lane County residents are 
required to check the daily advisory before starting a fire. Please visit 
www.lrapa.org or call the advisory line at 541-746-4328. Residents may also sign 
up for text messages alerts to be notified of a red advisory day by texting: 
“LRAPAHWH” to 313131. Financial need-based exemptions from red days are 
available in Eugene and Springfield; for more information, call LRAPA at 541-736-
1056. Oakridge exemptions are available through Oakridge City Hall, 541-782-
2258. Smoke from wood stoves and fireplaces are the main source of air pollution 
in Lane County in the fall and winter. To help Lane County meet the federal clean 
air standards every year, residents are encouraged to burn smart and clean. 
LRAPA advises people to make sure they only burn wood that has been 
seasoned for a minimum of six months to prevent excessive smoke. Additionally, 
use a certified wood stove and make sure your chimney is clean and free of 
creosote. ; A reminder: The fall outdoor burning season has been delayed from 
tomorrow (October 1) to October 15 for many Lane County Residents. The Lane 
County Fire Defense Board postponed the opening of the season due to drier 
weather conditions and heightened fire danger present in Lane County. Officials 
with L-RAPA, the Lane Regional Air Protection Agency, say our recent rainfall has 
been beneficial, but there are still concerns about wildfires. The Fire Defense 
Board will reassess the situation in mid-October. It is not unusual for fall outdoor 
burning season to be delayed after dry and hot summers. Outdoor burning, also 
known as “open” or “backyard” burning, allows some Lane County residents to 
burn dry woody yard debris that was generated on their own residential property. 
But burning is always prohibited on properties of less than two acres inside 
Eugene’s Urban Growth Boundary. L-RAPA encourages residents to explore 
alternatives to burning. Residents may dispose of woody yard debris for a minimal 
charge at one of Lane County’s various collection depots. Chipping and 
composting are also good alternatives. / HEALTH, COMMUNITY, EDUCATION, 
YOUTH, ECONOMY, BUSINESS: Lane County Public Health on Tuesday 
reported 37 new cases of COVID-19. These are cases that have been confirmed 
in a lab or are what are known as “presumptive cases,” which means they are 
awaiting lab results and are exhibiting symptoms that are tied to previous cases in 



their social group, household, or workplace. Officials say there are 189 people 
considered infectious, which means they are within ten days of first showing 
symptoms. Ten people remain hospitalized. Eighteen people have died since mid-
March. More significantly, the number of people being monitored for possible 
development of COVID symptoms has grown significantly in recent days and 
weeks. Public health is monitoring 527 individuals who are currently in isolation. 
As for the 37 new cases, they bring Lane County’s COVID-19 total to 1,276 cases 
over the past six-and-a-half months. Lane County Public Health spokesman 
Jason Davis discussed the trends in Tuesday’s media briefing. He says the fast-
growing number of new infections is “now the norm,” which is not the way things 
should be headed. Officials have sounded increasingly urgent warnings in recent 
weeks about the spread of coronavirus locally. They say we remain on “high alert” 
and are relying on your better judgment and pleading with people to limit social 
gatherings—many of which are small but have become a major factor in local 
transmission. ; On Tuesday morning, health officials briefed members of the Lane 
County Board of Commissioners about our surging COVID-19 infection rate. They 
warned that if things continue at the rate they are, our county might have to move 
back to Phase One closures. That is not something anyone wants to see happen, 
either in government, public health, or in the community. Health officials say 
contact tracers are doing everything they can to track new cases and isolate and 
quarantine as quickly as possible. But even with that push, our county’s “positivity 
rate” has tripled in the last couple of weeks. Public health leaders say that is a 
huge problem, especially since our testing rates have not gone up: They’ve 
stayed steady. Health officials say that alone should tell us something about how 
much COVID is circulating in our community. ; Health experts say small 
gatherings, primarily involving young people, have led to second-generation 
cases and third-generation cases, and now fourth-generation cases. That has led 
to the spread of the coronavirus throughout the community. The result is what is 
known as “community transmission,” where it is increasingly difficult to trace the 
source of an infection. That, in turn, which makes it increasingly difficult to isolate 
patients and slow the spread of transmission. If you don’t know who to isolate, 
you don’t know who to warn and who to test. Lane County Public Health experts 
are again warning that they are seeing exponential growth in cases and that the 
county is, quote, “on a timeline of not being able to turn back.” ; The growth in 
local COVID-19 cases continues to affect our schools and postpone when 
youngsters and teens will be able to return to classrooms for in-person education 
and socialization. Until that happens, having children learning at home puts added 
pressures on parents and families, as well as on their employers. Lane County 
Public Health officials say our “positivity rate” has leapt to 7.1 percent. We also 
are now seeing 64.9 cases per 100,000 population—more than twice what it 
should be for schools to safely return to in-person education. The Oregon 
Department of Education in conjunction with the Oregon Health Authority are 
responsible for the opening or closing of schools. Local public health departments 
track the cases, let the schools and Oregon Department of Health know what the 
situation is, and offer a recommendation. Ultimately, it is up to the school district, 
the Oregon Department of Education, and Oregon Health Authority to decide 
whether a school should open or shift to distance learning. Tomorrow, the 
Springfield Public Schools are moving to all-remote learning because of the 
growing number of local coronavirus cases. The district opened most of its 



elementary schools last week for in-person teaching for kindergarten and first-
graders. But in an email to district families, said the growing number of Lane 
County COVID-19 infections is prompting the precautionary shift to all-online 
learning, beginning Thursday. ; Community LendingWorks, Lane County, and the 
cities of Coburg, Cottage Grove, Creswell, Florence, Oakridge, Springfield, and 
Veneta have created a new Small Business Emergency Grant Fund totaling 
$630,000 to provide additional financial support to help local businesses during 
the pandemic.  Eligible businesses must: Have 25 or fewer FTE (full-time 
equivalent) employees as of the end of 2019 and; Be located within Lane County; 
All business who are eligible-- even those received federal dollars through the 
Paycheck Protection Program or the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program-- 
may able to apply for and might receive these grant funds. To apply, businesses 
must submit a 2019 profit and loss statement along with a 2020 profit and loss 
statement through at least June 30. Interested businesses may begin applying 
starting Monday, October 5 at https://communitylendingworks.org/emergency-
grants-lane-county/ The application period closes on Wednesday, October 7th. 
Grants will be awarded as follows: Sole Proprietors – $5,000; 2-10 FTE – 
$10,000; 11-25 FTE – $20,000. Grant recipients will be selected via lottery until all 
funds have been exhausted. It is anticipated that selected businesses will receive 
their funds the week of October 12th.  Please direct all inquiries to Community 
Lending Works.; They are finalizing the details, but Lane County Public Health 
officials say they are working to schedule new COVID-19 testing opportunities. At 
least some of them will be for evacuees from the Holiday Farm Fire. The testing, 
conducted in partnership with the Oregon Health Authority, is tentatively planned 
for the end of next week—on October 8 and October 9. But health officials might 
also offer testing on October 7, if that works. The county is also working to 
schedule additional testing in some rural communities and among the LatinX 
population starting as early as October 10 and October 11. But again, these dates 
are tentative. We’ll share final details once things are set. COVID-19 testing helps 
health experts get a better sense of how widespread the virus is in various groups 
and communities. That allows faster isolation of patients to reduce the spread of 
the coronavirus. ; It is a walk-in clinic in Eugene, a drive-thru clinic in Roseburg. 
The Roseburg VA Health Care System encourages veterans to get their free flu 
shot in October, whether at one of their clinics or at a participating pharmacy or 
urgent care provider. The easy-access immunizations at the Eugene and 
Roseburg VAs begin later this week. Can't make those clinics? Participating 
pharmacies or urgent cares also can provide veterans with free flu vaccines. A VA 
referral is NOT required and if you go to my TracyKKNU or the Roseburg VA 
Facebook page, you can download or print a flyer that contains information for 
providers on how to bill your insurance. Find the closest participating locations 
here: https://www.va.gov/find-locations/ Not a veteran? No worries. Check with 
your primary care provider, pharmacy, or urgent care clinic for vaccine availability 
and to make an appointment or plan a drop-in. Remember to take your insurance 
card with you. / RACIAL JUSTICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, TRANSPORTATION: 
A protest and march disrupted traffic for a time last night in Eugene. Police issued 
an advisory to drivers just before 8:15 last night, urging them to avoid Franklin 
Boulevard between Agate and Patterson Streets. The advisory described it as, 
quote, “high-density pedestrian traffic.” Police said things cleared up about one-
half hour later and they lifted warnings about slowdowns on that stretch of 



Franklin Boulevard./ CRIME: Eugene Police thank everyone for their leads in the 
case. An officers yesterday arrested 49-year-old Jonathan Lee Panday and 
charged him with assault in connection with an incident on September 17 in 
downtown. A 75-year-old woman was assaulted and injured as she tried to return 
a book to the Eugene Library during the noon hour on that day. Panday’s image 
was captured by a nearby security camera as he walked away. Eugene Police 
say a community member saw the photos, recognized the suspect, and called 
investigators. / EDUCATION: Congratulations to Nicole Butler-Hooten, who is 
Oregon's 2021 Teacher of the Year. Butler-Hooten teaches second grade 
students at Irving Elementary School. Like so much during the pandemic, it was 
announced during a meeting held on Zoom. Governor Kate Brown and Oregon 
Department of Education Director Colt Gill virtually joined Bethel School District 
Superintendent Chris Parra and Irving Elementary Principal Nathan Bridgens in 
honoring Butler-Hooton for her rapport with students, families and the school 
community at large, which they describe as “transformational.” Nicole Butler-
Hooton is a Siletz and Apache tribal member who says she is committed to the 
values of family, friendships, community and growth, both in and outside of her 
classroom. She was raised in a small coastal town, earned her Bachelor’s Degree 
in Sociology with a minor in Ethnic Studies from the University of Oregon, and 
was awarded the a grant provided as a high-performing Native American student 
while working on her Master’s Degree in Education. Butler-Hooton starting 
teaching second grade at Irving Elementary 14 years ago. Students, families, and 
co-workers praise her for ger vibrant, inclusive and culturally competent teaching 
style. She also is Eugene/Springfield’s local representative for the Oregon Indian 
Educator Association and is also a local expert in Bethel, mentoring and coaching 
student teachers and colleagues. Butler-Hooten says she is always looking for 
ways to show her students and families that they are a village. The Oregon 
Teacher of the Year program is sponsored by the Oregon Department of 
Education in partnership with the Oregon Lottery. Butler-Hooton was named our 
area’s 2021 Regional Teacher of the Year in May. She receives a $5,000 cash 
award as 2021 Oregon Teacher of the Year. A matching $5,000 is also awarded 
to Irving Elementary. As the 2021 Oregon Teacher of the Year, Butler-Hooton will 
serve as a spokesperson and representative for all Oregon teachers and take part 
in professional development other state Teachers of the Year through the 
National Teacher of the Year program. / BUSINESS: It is the end of an era for a 
longtime Oregon business. The Oregonian and OregonLive report Les Schwab 
Tire Centers has reached a deal to sell the company to an investment fund in 
California called the Meritage Group, ending local family ownership of the 68-
year-old Central Oregon-based business. Officials with Schwab Tire announced 
in December they would seek a buyer for the company, citing the difficulties of 
running a business in its fifth generation of family ownership. Tire baron Les 
Schwab started the venture in his hometown of Prineville in 1952 and grew it into 
one of Oregon’s largest companies with nearly 500 stores in 10 western states, 
and annual sales of $1.8 billion. The business remained in Schwab’s family after 
his death in 2007. Reporter Mike Rogoway notes that when Schwab announced 
its sale plans last year, Bloomberg reported the owners hoped for $3 billion in the 
deal. Schwab and Meritage did not report terms of Tuesday’s transaction but said 
the current management team will remain in place and Schwab will continue 
operating as it has. Meritage manages more than $10 billion in assets. It has 



large holdings in Google, Charter Communications, Microsoft, Salesforce, and 
Sherwin Williams Co., among others. It also owns Portland beverage distributor 
Columbia Distributing. / COMMUNITY, ANIMALS: Lane County Parks has 
opened a small dog park at Armitage Park north of Eugene for dogs weighing less 
than 25 pounds. The original Armitage dog park is an incredibly popular spot, but 
small dog owners wanted a place where their pets could play safely away from 
larger dogs. The small dog park was funded primarily through community 
donations. It was christened the “Archie’s Small Dog Park” in memory of a little 
dog with a big dream whose owner wishes to remain anonymous. Armitage Park 
remains home to its original existing dog park that serves dogs of all sizes. /  

 
 


