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Each quarter, on January 10, April 10, July 10 & October 10, we place in our 
public inspection file a list of what are considered to be the most significant 
Problems, Needs and Issues of the Springfield-Eugene, Oregon, community. 
 
Along with this list are the programs that were aired to deal with these problems, 
needs and issues. 
 

ASCERTAINMENT METHODS 
 

To ascertain these problems, needs and issues, McKenzie River Broadcasting 
Co., Inc., employs a Public Affairs Director who, within the natural course of news 
gathering, is made aware of problems, needs and issues in the community. The 
views of citizens of the community and civic leaders regarding community 
problems, needs and issues are also ascertained during meetings and 
interviews. Problems, needs and issues are also ascertained during interaction 
with members of the public. 

 
PROGRAMMING 

 
To air information about these problems, needs and issues, McKenzie River 
Broadcasting Co., Inc., relies on the following methods: 
 

1. Bona Fide Newscasts: These include news stories and segments that 
target these problems, needs and issues. 

 
2. Community Forum: This is a 15-30 minute weekly program that offers 

in-depth examinations of community problems, needs and issues. 



A Note About This Quarter’s Top Issue 

Even close to one month into the most significant public health crisis of our lifetimes, it is 
difficult to convey the degree to which the coronavirus pandemic has dominated every 
aspect of our society and every major category of our issues list. It became the exclusive 
focus of our weekly Community Forum public affairs programs from March 15 onward. It 
is likely it will continue to be our Number One issue for the remainder of the year and 
well into next year. 

While the virus and its associated illness, COVID-19, were making headlines in Asia in 
the fall and winter of 2019, it truly began to dominate our news in February and March as 
it swept across Europe and the first cases, followed by clusters of cases, and then 
widespread outbreaks, began to appear in the United States. 

We highlighted this coverage in our newscasts and many on-air discussions during the 
final half of the First Quarter as developments began evolving at a rapid rate. 

Oregonians began paying intense attention to the coronavirus in mid-February, as 
neighboring Washington state began grappling with deadly cases of the virus in a 
Kirkland nursing home as well as across the Seattle metropolitan area. There were 
concerns about the geographic spread of the virus throughout the Northwest, both by 
workers and travelers along the Interstate Five corridor, as well as those traveling by air 
and those with ties to family and friends to the north of us. 

We now know that Oregon’s first case was diagnosed on February 28, although as we 
learned of people who tested positive with the disease but were asymptomatic there 
were suspicions the virus might have been widespread in our region far earlier. 

As Washington state imposed strong stay-at-home orders that closed many businesses, 
prompted hundreds of thousands to work from home, designated essential workers, and 
worked to shore up a healthcare system that was at risk of being overwhelmed, Oregon 
officials began refining their own pandemic plan. 

On Sunday, March 8, our state’s governor, Kate Brown, issued the first of a series of 
executive orders to address the growing public health crisis. She declared a statewide 
emergency due to the growing public health threat posed by the coronavirus. 

On Tuesday, Match 10, based on recommendations from the Oregon Health Authority 
and Department of Human Services, she imposed restrictions and protective measures 
to limit visitors to long-term care facilities only to essential personnel. 

On Wednesday, March 11, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a 
pandemic. 

The next day, Thursday, March 12, with 21 presumptive or confirmed cases of the 
coronavirus in Oregon, Governor Brown issued an executive order that banned large 



public gatherings of more than 250 people, including but not limited to community, civic, 
public, leisure, faith-based and sporting events and activities if a distance of at least 
three feet between individuals cannot be maintained. That lead to the cancellation of 
events ranging from that afternoon’s opening of the four-day Lane County Home & 
Garden Show to weekend performances of the Eugene Opera and more. 

Other executive orders were issued to work in concert with protective measures being 
taken by state and local agencies, private businesses and organizations, including a 
prohibition on excessive prices and “price gouging” as panic buying for items ranging 
from hand sanitizers to toilet paper, disinfecting wipes to bananas and onions, erupted 
across Oregon. 

By Tuesday, March 17, concerned about the spread of the virus during St. Patrick’s Day 
celebrations, the restriction tightened to limit gatherings to no more than 25 people and, 
more significantly for businesses in the leisure and hospitality industries, prohibiting on-
premises consumption of food and drink at restaurants, bars, taverns, brew pubs, wine 
bars, cafes, coffee shops, clubs and other similar establishments. Those businesses 
could offer food and drink of off-premises consumption or delivery but would need to 
implement rules to create at least three feet of separation between customers. Those 
that could not do so or could not shift their operations to take-out and delivery were 
ordered to close until they either could put such restrictions in place, or the order was 
lifted. 

More significantly for families, schools were ordered to close their facilities that same 
day, canceling in-person classes for hundreds of thousands of children and teens 
statewide. Employees were to be paid during the closure and limited numbers of workers 
would continue in their jobs, either working from home or in settings that enforced social 
distancing (later rename physical distancing). 

Public school districts, educational services districts and charter school educators and 
administrators were urged to begin work to shift curriculum online and continue 
delivering supplemental education and learning supports to students, as well as basic 
health care and mental health care where possible. They were told to provide school 
meals through non-congregate settings through the Summer Food Program and other 
efforts to provide take-away meals for students, particularly those in lower-income 
families with limited access to consistent nutrition at home. School officials were also 
directed to begin work to provide childcare for first responders, emergency workers, 
health care professionals, and other workers deemed essential. 

Many private schools followed the guidance the same day or in the coming days. 

On Thursday, March 19, the governor issued a similar executive order affecting public 
higher education institutions, a move that was again followed by many of their private-
sector counterparts. As in-person classroom and laboratory sessions were shuttered, 



community colleges and universities also canceled Winter Term final exams and later 
announced that Spring Term classes would, at least initially, be held online. 

On the same day, Brown issued an order calling for conservation of Personal protective 
Equipment (PPE) for frontline medical workers treating patients with cases or suspected 
cases of COVID-19. It came amid concerns that Oregon’s hospitals were at risk of being 
overwhelmed with coronavirus patients without adequate ways to safeguard those 
working in the facilities. 

That executive order also postponed all elective and non-urgent procedures across all 
care settings that utilize PPE, including hospitals, ambulatory surgery centers, outpatient 
clinics, community health clinics and student health centers, dental clinics, and 
veterinary clinics. In issuing the order, the governor and state health officials said they 
recognized that simply because a procedure was elective or non-urgent did not mean it 
was needed. The executive order led to the cancellation and postponement of, for 
example, some brain, heart and cancer surgeries and treatments. Visitation also was 
further restricted at health care facilities. 

By Friday, March 21, there was word state officials were crafting an Oregon version of 
the stay-at-home orders issued in Washington state and parts of California. That led to 
more panic buying in stores as people worried about the degree of restrictions that might 
be imposed. 

On Sunday, March 22, the governor signed an executive order restricting residential 
evictions for non-payment related to the coronavirus outbreak. 

Saturday, March 21, and Sunday, March 22, would have been the first week of Oregon’s 
Spring Break, when schools are out between terms and families and individuals head to 
popular outdoor spots and tourist towns to enjoy the outdoors. The weather was sunny 
and dry. And large crowds flooded coastal communities, as well as some in parts of the 
Columbia Gorge and Central Oregon. 

The situation was not always good: Visitors snapped up supplies such as food, toilet 
paper, sanitizers, and other items in stores. Some refused to adhere to social distancing 
guidelines and a few confronting clerks and managers who tried to enforce the public 
health rules. Parking lots at popular public parks and recreation areas were jammed. 
People gathered in large groups at trailheads, on trails, across beaches, at waterfalls 
and at other well-loved locations. 

Public health officials were alarmed. So were leaders of some communities dealing with 
the inundation of visitors. By Sunday morning, some had ordered tourists to go home 
and began closing access to some locally managed spots. 

On Monday, March 23, the tightest emergency public health restrictions went into place, 
as Governor Brown issued Executive Order No. 20-12, which ordered Oregonians to 
“Stay Home, Save Lives.” The order prohibited all non-essential gatherings outside of a 



household, regardless of size, if social distancing of six feet could not be maintained. It 
prohibited individuals from patronizing closed businesses. It prohibited outdoor activities 
where it was not possible to maintain appropriate social distancing. 

Unlike similar executive orders in other states and jurisdictions, Governor Brown’s March 
23 order sought to strike a balance: Rather than a blanket closure on businesses, it set 
out guidelines under which businesses could remain open. But those that could not meet 
social distancing rules calling for six-foot separations between individuals would have to 
close. The order left key sectors of the state open for business, including manufacturing 
and construction, provided they added the distancing safeguards. But for some 
businesses, such distancing was impossible. Governor Brown’s order specifically 
mentioned them: amusement parks; aquariums; arcades; art galleries; barber shop and 
hair salons; bowling alleys; cosmetic stores; dance studios; esthetician practices; 
fraternal organization facilities; furniture stores; gyms and fitness studios including 
climbing gyms; hookah bars; indoor and outdoor malls and all portions of retail 
complexes that contained stores and restaurants in a single area; indoor party places 
including jumping gyms and laser tag; jewelry shops and boutiques unless they provide 
goods exclusively through pick-up and delivery; medical spas, facial spas, day spas and 
non-medical massage therapy services; museums; nail and tanning salons; non-tribal 
card rooms; skating rinks; senior activity centers; ski resorts; social and private clubs; 
tattoo and piercing parlors; tennis clubs; theaters; yoga studios; and youth clubs. Indoor 
and outdoor malls and some of the other businesses were not prohibited from operating 
if they provided food, health care, medical, pharmacy, or pet store services. 

Childcare facilities could remain open if they met certain requirements, including having 
ten or fewer children in the same classroom and preventing children from outside that 
group from accessing the classroom. Priority was given to children of first responders, 
emergency workers, health care professionals, critical operations staff, and other 
essential workers. 

At the same time, the governor authorized the closure of all Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department properties and facilities where social distancing could not be 
maintained. Brown also ordered the immediate closure of all pools, skate parks, outdoor 
sports courts, and playground equipment areas. 

Oregonians were urged to minimize travel and limit their trips to essential travel such as 
trips to purchase groceries, obtain essential medical care and prescriptions, and care for 
family members, household members, elderly persons, minors, dependents, persons 
with disabilities and other vulnerable persons, pets or livestock. 

As we ended our First Quarter of 2020, Oregonians were settling into an anxious “new 
normal” and we expanded our coverage of this public health emergency to levels far 
beyond the scope of our weekly public affairs programming and daily newscasts. This 
included on-air discussions and extensive social media posts. We also answered 
hundreds of telephone calls and emails from listeners as we worked to provide them with 



clarification on the new rules, assistance in applying for unemployment and social 
services benefits, questions about symptoms and testing, and more. 

Our commitment to our communities remains strong and we consider ourselves a leader 
among local broadcast organizations in serving our listeners during these extraordinary 
times. 

Tracy Berry 
Public Affairs Director, McKenzie River Broadcasting 

---0--- 

 



McKENZIE RIVER BROADCASTING 1Q, 2020, ISSUES LIST: 
KKNU-FM / KMGE-FM / KEUG-FM 

Quarter January 1 through March 31, 2020 

 *Note: Major breaking news stories during the quarter that fall under these categories will be added as is 
appropriate and reflected in daily news and public service postings 

1 HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH: COVID-19; Mental health; Opioid epidemic, drug abuse; Legal cannabis 
products; Oregon Health Plan (Medicaid) and CCOs, ACA battles; Prescription drug prices; Obesity, diabetes & 
healthy eating; Food and product recalls; Legal battles over abortion and reproduction; Women’s health; Flu, 
STDs; Measles, other outbreaks, debate over vaccines; Immunizations; Environmental health, wildfire smoke, 
overall air quality; Safe water; Assisted suicide.  

2 ECONOMY, BUSINESS, GROWTH, DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING, UTILITIES, COLLEGE & PRO 
SPORTS, EVENTS: COVID-19; Economy; Economic and downtown development, urban renewal and urban 
density; Affordable housing; Rural development, urban growth boundary; Unemployment, workforce training; 
Major road construction; Local tech; Personal finance; Consumer prices; Legal cannabis; Immigration 
economics; Retirement concerns; UO-OSU Athletics teams and funding; Sports events; Hayward Field rebuild, 
Civic Park project; Proposed county courthouse, city hall; Agriculture and farms; Technology; Energy prices, 
development; Cybersecurity and breaches. 

3 SOCIAL SERVICES, LOW-INCOME, HOMELESSNESS: COVID-19; Affordable housing; Homeless 
veterans, individuals, families, youth; Homeless “rest stops”; “The Working Poor”; Minimum wage and living 
wages; Community agencies; Mental health; Older adults: Protection, health, housing, finances. 

4 EDUCATION: COVID-19; Home learning; Local-state budgets for higher ed, community colleges, K-12 
education; College affordability; Curriculum, academic standards, student test results; Student honors; Student 
activism; Teacher contracts; New schools; Knight Science Complex. 

5 POLITICS, ELECTIONS, GOVERNMENT: COVID-19; Legislative emergency funding; Federal stimulus, 
state and local emergency programs; School funding; Elections; Timber Unity, climate change bills; Trump 
administration, Congress, Federal and state courts; Immigration and border; Health care; Women; Offshore 
drilling, pipelines, oil trains, other environmental matters; Gun control, mass shootings, school violence; Mental 
health treatment; Marijuana and cannabis enforcement; Opioid epidemic; Low-income, affordable housing; 
Cybersecurity, data breaches /  

6 COMMUNITY, FAMILY, YOUTH, ELDERS, RELIGION, WOMEN, SEXUAL HARASSMENT, 
MINORITIES, RACISM, IMMIGRATION, CIVIL RIGHTS, CIVIL LIBERTIES, HUMAN RIGHTS, 
DISABILITIES, LEGAL: COVID-19; Older adults; Families and children; Youth programs; Youth protection; 
Minority and Latino health; Domestic and sexual violence, harassment; Immigration, DACA, LatinX 
community; Race, racism; LGBTQ; Fair housing; Civil rights; Civil liberties; Privacy, cybersecurity; Religion, 
churches; Community and charitable events; Older adults; Pets, animal rights. 

7 CRIME, SAFETY, LAW ENFORCEMENT, ILLEGAL DRUGS: COVID-19; Community crime, policing, 
prevention; Drug & alcohol abuse, treatment; Mental health; Traffic safety, accident prevention; Human 
trafficking; Youth protection; School safety; Child abuse; Gangs; Cybersecurity; Police shootings, targeting of 
police; Demonstrations & riots; Racial profiling; Severe weather, storms, natural disasters; Terrorism. 

8 MILITARY, VETERANS, WAR ON TERRORISM: COVID-19; Veterans, jobs, mental health (PTSD, 
suicide, etc.) and homelessness; Military families; Homeland and local security; Balancing terrorism with civil 
rights; National Guard deployments; Oregonians in the military; hacking and privacy. 

9 ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION, DISASTERS, AGRICULTURE, WILDLIFE, FISHERIES: COVID-
19; Snowpack, drought; Wildfires; Earthquake & Disaster preparedness; Air quality; Climate change, “Climate 
Kids” lawsuit; Legislative “cap & trade” debate; Agriculture, Horticulture, Sustainable landscaping; Cannabis & 
hemp; Pollinators; Pesticides, herbicides; Cougar and wolves; Ocean health, Fisheries, fish migrations; Forest 
management, Wildlife habitat; Power generation; Alternate energy; Hazardous materials, transport, clean-ups. 

10 TRANSPORTATION: COVID-19; Infrastructure needs and projects, I-105, Franklin Blvd., Local repaving; 
Road and gas fees and taxes; Pedestrian, biker, rider safety; Hiking-biking trails; Airlines; Eugene’s airport; 
Lane Transit District; Hybrid, electric vehicles; Airline disruptions; Boeing 737 investigations; Spring-summer 
travel; Rail safety. 

The 1st Quarter, 2020, Issues List was formulated at a public meeting on Wed., Jan. 8, 2020, by Tracy 
Berry - KKNU-FM, Mary Reilly - KMGE-FM, and from previous quarters’ ascertainments, conversations, 
phone calls, and emails with listeners. Updated Thur., Mar. 12, 2020. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Housing, Low-Income, Religion, Families 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 01/05/20, 01/12/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Sue Paiement 
Title: Executive Director 
Organization: Catholic Community Services 
City and State: Springfield-Eugene, Oregon 
Email address: spaiement@ccslc.org 
Phone number: 541-345-3628 x318 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
It provides a broad range of services to individuals and families in need 
throughout Springfield, Eugene and the rest of Lane County. Catholic Community 
Services (CCS) of Lane County is working to shelter unhoused families during 
the winter cold through an expanded motel voucher program. The effort began 
several years ago in partnership with the Egan Warming Centers. The Egan 
facilities offer emergency shelter on the coldest nights to individuals, not families. 
Enter CCS with the voucher program. Many agencies, individuals and 
businesses donate to keep the program running. We also learn about other CCS 
services, including its food pantry operated in partnership with FOOD for Lane 
County, its clothing and job-search resources, and programs for immigrants and 
refugees. 
 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Disasters, Community, Safety, Health 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 01/19/20, 01/26/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Jennifer Connors 
Title: Marketing & Communications / EWEB "Pledge to Prepare" 
Organization: Eugene Water & Electric Board 
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
Email address: jennifer.connors@eweb.org 
Phone number: 541-685-7342 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
There's always the possibility that a severe storm or other natural disaster could 
affect us here in the Pacific Northwest. The Oregon Office of Emergency 
Management encourages residents to be prepared to be on their own for a 
minimum of two weeks following a disaster. That means storing 14 days of water, 
food, medicine and other supplies. For many, this may feel like a daunting task, 
but a program offered by the Eugene Water & Electric Board (EWEB) can help 
make the process more manageable. The key is taking small steps: Stock up on 
one or two essentials every month. Pretty soon, you'll have a full kit with food, 
water, medicine and fuel should another "Snowmageddon" take out your 
electricity and other public services for days or weeks. EWEB's "Pledge to 
Prepare" is a 12-month blueprint for emergency preparedness. Jennifer Connors, 
who works on the program, says it was introduced in 2019. More than 1,600 
people took the Pledge last year and sent in 160 photos of the supplies they 
managed to assemble by following the monthly recommendations. The utility is 
looking forward to helping more customers get ready in 2020. And you don't have 
to be an EWEB customer to take part, although EWEB customers may take part 
in a monthly drawing to win emergency supplies. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Housing, Low-Income, Homelessness, Health, Mental Health, 
Veterans, Development 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 02/02/20, 02/23/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Jacob Fox 
Title: Executive Director 
Organization: Homes for Good (Housing Authority of Lane County) 
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
Email address: via ekubok@homesforgood.org 
Phone number: 541-682-2506 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
There's a lot of talk in Oregon and Lane County about creating more units of 
affordable housing. Doing it requires a lot of motivation, a mix of funding, and a 
bit of creativity. Jacob Fox, the Executive Director of Homes for Good, talks 
about some developing projects, including The Market District Commons in 
downtown Eugene and Glenwood Place in Glenwood for lower-income workers 
and their families; The Commons at MLK near Lane County's Behavioral Health 
center for long-term homeless in need of treatment; family housing project 
Sarang in Eugene and Hayden Bridge Landing in Springfield; the Legion 
Cottages for veterans in Cottage Grove; 13th and Tyler in Eugene, which focuses 
on supportive services for previously homeless families; and 1100 Charnelton 
which assists individuals transitioning from homelessness. The housing agency 
has been around for seven decades and manages more rental units than another 
other landlord in the county. Recent efforts also involved remodels, refurbishing 
and other upgrades of aging units in the Homes for Good inventory. There also is 
the recently completed the Oaks at 14th, a partnership with Sponsors for 
individuals returning from incarceration, and Bascom Village II, which offers 
affordable family and VetLift units in partnership with the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society of Lane County. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Health, Community 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 02/09/20, 02/16/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Kristen Sallady and Brenda Webber 
Title: Senior Community Development Manager & Senior Manager, Community 
Development 
Organization: American Cancer Society 
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
Email address: kristen.sallady@cancer.org ; brenda.webber@cancer.org 
Phone number: 541-434-3101 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
The Determination Endurance Series is the signature program for all American 
Cancer Society endurance events. It's a partnership with Eugene Marathon and 
includes a variety of benefits and amenities for those who meet their fundraising 
goals. Relay for Life is scheduled for July 10th at PK Park. We learn about 
advocacy and lobbying to promote research efforts to find a cure for cancer, to 
prevent smoking and to encourage and education the public about cessation 
options. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Economy, Events, Community, Sports, Environment, 
Transportation 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 03/01/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Andy Vobora 
Title: Executive Director 
Organization: Travel Lane County / Eugene Cascades & Coast 
City and State: Eugene-Springfield, Oregon 
Email address: andy@eugenecascadescoast.org 
Phone number: 541-484-5307 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
When you think about Lane County's travel and tourism industry, what sort of 
jobs do you think about? Is it the person working at a hotel or at a restaurant 
helping to plan events and receptions? Is it a fishing guide, someone who owns a 
winery, maybe someone who wons a tour company? Those jobs might seem 
scattered but when you add them all up, they total more than 11,000 in Lane 
County alone. That's a big chunk of the economy. We sit down with Andy Vobora 
from travel Lane County / Eugene, Cascades & Coast to learn more. He talks 
about the latest economic impact numbers; efforts to tie in to major events and 
conferences to encourage visitors to stay an extra day or two or ten; as well as a 
renewed focus on persuading Oregonians to travel and vacation in Oregon. The 
organization offers a wide range of maps, tour routes and a staff eager to provide 
suggestions on activities and sightseeing and themed experiences. We also talk 
about the need to increase local hotel-motel capacity and expand conference 
and convention facilities. And we preview the summer of 2021, when the World 
Track & Field Championships brings tens of thousands of athletes, coaches, 
families, spectators, national delegations, journalists and others to the new 
Hayward Field in Eugene. We also discuss smaller events that have significant 



economic impacts, from regional volleyball and other tournaments to seasonal 
events. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Low-Income, Older Adults, Economy, Community 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 03/08/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: John Coble 
Title: AARP Tax Aide 
Organization: AARP Tax Aides – Lane County 
City and State: Springfield, Oregon 
Email address: john.coble.ta@gmail.com 
Phone number: 541-736-4444 (Tax Aides message phone at Willamalane) 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
April 15 will be here sooner than you expect and because it's tax time we sit 
down again with from the AARP Tax Aides to talk about how you might qualify for 
free tax preparation and eFiling. John Coble outlines how the free, all-volunteer 
service can provide tax return preparation for people with basic forms. they don't 
do the complicated schedules. The intent is to provide a service for older adults 
and lower-income adults. But they help people of all ages and all incomes. They 
work to help those who might not realize they can receive an Earned Income Tax 
Credit, Child Tax Credit, or an Education Credit. AARP Tax Aides helped Lane 
County filers secure a combined $5 million in tax refunds last year. Coble says 
most appointment sites are already full but drop-in sites still welcome taxpayers. 
He talks about what you'll need to gather and bring with you and how long it will 
take. He also discusses the importance of volunteers and encourages people to 
get involved. You don't have to be a CPA. Many volunteers are retirees who 
come from other fields. They receive a week of training ahead of tax season. 
Locally, the AARP Tax Aides work with Willamalane, the United way and other 
organizations that host tax aide sites. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Coronavirus, COVID-19, across multiple top issues 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 03/15/20 
TIME: 6:30 a.m.-KKNU / 7:00 a.m.: KMGE & KEUG 
LENGTH: 30 minutes 
 
GUEST: 
Name: Tracy Berry summary of COVID-19 / Coronavirus developments 
Title: Public Affairs director, drawing from local, state and national sources 
Organization: McKenzie River Broadcasting 
City and State: Eugene, Oregon 
Email address: tracy@kknu.com 
Phone number: 541-484-9400 
 
TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
For today's Community Forum, we've pulled together a range of updates, 
explanations and resources, as well as tips for you, your family and your 
workplace, about the coronavirus and COVID-19. No interview this week, but 
we'll share the latest updates we had as of Saturday morning, when this program 
was produced, including background, the latest medical and scientific 
developments, prevention at work and home and around the community, and 
encouraging everyone to focus on preparation, not panic. We're also including a 
few ideas for parents and kids who are spending a lot more time together this 
month. We begin with th current status of infections and deaths around the world, 
in the U.S., in Oregon and in Lane County. We move to updates about school 
closures which begin on Monday, business slowing to a crawl, thousands of 
events being canceled, as well as emergency nutrition for children no longer 
receiving free school meals and the scramble by parents to secure childcare. we 
learn about the latest computer models for infections and deaths in Oregon if 
these measures do not go into place. We explain what a coronavirus is and what 
makes COVID-19 unusual, plus we talk about symptoms and how the infection is 
transmitted. We discuss ways to keep yourself and others safe, from frequent 
handwashing and covering coughs and sneezes to social distancing, eating well, 
exercising and getting a good night's sleep. we discuss how to disinfect surfaces, 



precautions when wearing cloth face mask or face shield, and what to do if 
someone in your household falls ill. We share information on Lane County's local 
COVID-19 hotline and why it's important to not call 911 if it's not an emergency. 
We provide updates on testing and its scarcity and the criteria for being tested. 
We discuss new rules for businesses and the rise of telework, as well as staying 
safe if you must report to your workplace. We discuss resources available online 
through public libraries for families and children. We also talk about how to 
prioritize paying your bills if you're lost your job or a portion of your income and 
what resources are available to assist you. Back on the health front, we share the 
urgent call from our northwest blood banks for blood donations, which have 
plunged during the past few weeks. And we offer a warning about scammers 
seeking to steal your money or personal identification details by offering 
everything from sham cures and fake treatments to overpriced items such as 
toilet paper and hand sanitizer. we close by talking about how public health 
officials say this is all part of an effort to try to space out the inevitable infections 
so that the healthcare system isn't overwhelmed with patients  -- a practice they 
call “flattening the curve.” If it works, the outbreak will take longer to run its 
course, but the number of people who are sick at any given time will be greatly 
reduced, and ideally low enough not to swamp hospitals and clinics. 



KKNU-FM KMGE-FM KEUG-FM ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST 
 
ISSUES: Coronavirus, COVID-19, across multiple top issues 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM: COMMUNITY FORUM 
Locally produced / Regularly scheduled 

 
DATE: 03/22/20 
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TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
Another comprehensive roundup of the week in local coronavirus and COVID-19 
developments, including the latest cases and their sources of infection; a slow 
ramp-up of testing; and preparation for Monday's anticipated Shelter-in-Place 
order from Governor Kate Brown.The directive is expected to allow Oregonians 
to go to places such as grocery stores, pharmacies, gas stations and perform 
other activities to maintain physical and mental health, including walking. But it 
would ban people from leaving home to meet with friends and family for non-
urgent reasons, such as going to the movies or having a party. People would be 
told not to play basketball, soccer, disc golf or frisbee, or any other games that 
involve touching shared surfaces or making physical contact with another person. 
The new directive continues existing limits that include that six-week statewide 
school closure, calls for Oregonians to stay at least six feet away from other 
people, bans gatherings of more than 25 people, and prohibitions on onsite 
drinking or dining at bars and restaurants --  limiting those establishments to 
take-out or delivery. Businesses that cannot serve customers in a way that 
minimizes the risk of transmission during the pandemic were told to shut down 
for now. Those initial restrictions shuttered conferences, trade shows, and 
festivals. It forced grieving families to rethink funerals and anxious couples to 
revise their wedding plans. And while many couples are still planning ceremonies 



soon, organizers are being encouraged to take extra steps to protect older 
guests who might be more vulnerable to the spread of the virus. The details of 
Monday's new policies are still being finalized. During Friday's news conference, 
officials said their definitions of “essential activities” and “essential jobs” are still 
being worked out. Some health and government leaders have called for non-
essential businesses to shut down for at least two weeks or longer. But the 
governor has been hesitant to make that declaration, instead calling on 
businesses to find ways for employees to work at home or increase social 
distancing in the office. At the same time, there are concerns that some 
Oregonians continue to gather in groups to socialize and party, what's known as 
“casual spread,” increasing the risk of spreading the virus. Public health officials 
say they know “Stay at Home” policies might be a hard sell, but they're alarmed 
by projections that indicate if Oregon remains with only moderate restrictions, 
hospitals might quickly be overwhelmed with COVID-19 cases with the pandemic 
peaking in this state in mid-June. But it's been a brutal week for business owners 
and workers across Oregon: Tens of thousands of workers have been laid off, 
losing income for rent or their mortgages. Small businesses shut down, at risk of 
never reopening their doors again. State employment officials say the number of 
initial Unemployment Insurance claims filed in Oregon rose from approximately 
800 last Sunday to a total of 18,500 by Tuesday. On Wednesday, the Oregon 
Employment Department enacted temporary rules to create more flexibility in 
providing unemployment benefits to COVID-19 affected workers.The rules are 
for employees whose employer stops operation for a short period of time, such 
as cleaning following a coronavirus exposure, or by a government 
requirement.To receive weekly benefits during normal times, workers must meet 
some requirements that include actively look for work they can do. But under the 
temporary rules, workers laid off because of COVID-19 may receive 
unemployment benefits without having to seek work with other employers if their 
place of employment intends to eventually resume operations. To receive those 
benefits, affected workers must still be able to work, stay in contact with their 
employer, and be available to work when called back. If you're out of a job and 
suddenly struggling to make ends meet, you should know about some benefits 
for which you now might qualify. We learn more about SNAP, the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, which offers nutrition assistance to eligible 
individuals and families, and the Oregon Health Plan, which is our state's 
Medicaid program, offering free health care to anyone who qualifies. Oregon's 
governor also told officials to make immediate, temporary changes to the state's 
child-care benefits, both to provide more low-income, working families with 
access to childcare, and to help providers stay in business during the state of 
emergency.  We also learn about resources for help in paying utility bills and 



avoiding shutoffs; getting postponements on taxes; how to safely access 
healthcare; and how steps are being taken to prevent transmission of the virus in 
the local homeless population. 
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TOPIC AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
 
Another comprehensive roundup of the week in local coronavirus and COVID-19 
developments, including the latest cases and their sources of infection; Lane 
County on Friday announced its ninth “presumptive positive” case. The county 
has one death due to suspected coronavirus infection, a 60-year-old Eugene-
Springfield woman who died two weeks ago. On Saturday afternoon, Lane 
County Public Health officials announced that in one of the other patient cases, 
they had identified a point of possible community exposure to COVID-19. Health 
investigators say they have reason to believe that unidentified community 
members might have spent time in close contact with the person. The suspected 
point of exposure occurred on Wednesday, March 11, at First Christian Church's 
Interfaith Prayer Service at 1166 Oak Street in Eugene. Officials say the 
individual who tested positive was not tested until March 17 due to preexisting 
medical conditions that made it difficult to assess COVID-19 symptoms. Lane 
County Public Health yesterday asked that individuals who were present at that 
location at the identified time call Lane County Public Health at the county's 
coronavirus call center at 541-682-1380 --that's 541-682-1380 --but to call ONLY 
IF they have developed symptoms of COVID-19 since the date of possible 
exposure. Because the 14-day quarantine period from the date of possible 
exposure has passed, non-symptomatic people who attended the Interfaith 



Prayer Service on March 11 are NOT being asked to self-quarantine. State 
officials say a successful response to COVID-19 depends on Oregon hospitals 
having enough beds to treat a surge in patients. On Thursday, they announced a 
statewide action plan they hope will better coordinate and bolster hospitals' ability 
to treat people. It creates a unified effort to procure and distribute critical medical 
supplies, including personal protective equipment for health care workers and 
ventilators for patients. The state will also oversee coordinated efforts among 
Oregon's 62 acute care hospitals to optimize capacity, mobilize the health care 
workforce and maintain a unified, coordinated and transparent emergency 
response. It comes as new projections indicate Oregon is at a critical moment in 
fighting the coronavirus. The study, which was produced earlier this week, 
estimated that Oregon has four times more cases than currently diagnosed. 
Officials say if we continue our social distancing efforts it's possible to slow the 
trajectory of new infections. That would give Oregon's health care system more 
time to ramp up to meet demand. Officials say they hope to have a better sense 
later this week to what degree Oregonians have been able to slow the rate and 
“flatten the curve” of infections. We talk about a statewide shortage of personal 
protective gear and efforts to collect surplus from healthcare and veterinary 
practices, construction companies and individuals. We also learn about the rapid 
increase in the availability of telehealth consultations to screen patients before 
they come to a medical practice if they need to travel there at all. In the wake of 
passage of that massive federal stimulus package, we talk about what relief is 
heading to businesses and individuals and include a warning about scammers. 
On Monday, Governor Kate Brown and state leaders unveiled the “Stay Home, 
Save Lives,” executive order and policies that officials hope will slow the spread 
of the coronavirus infection enough to avoid overwhelming Oregon's hospitals 
and health-care system. The approach seeks to strike a balance between the 
blanket shutdown order some wanted and the more stringent social distancing 
guidelines that, unfortunately, were not followed by many people who flocked to 
coastal communities and popular recreation sites last weekend. Under the order: 
All non-essential social and recreational gatherings of individuals are prohibited, 
regardless of size, if a distance of at least six feet between individuals cannot be 
maintained. Gatherings of members of the same residential household are 
permitted. The order closes and prohibits shopping at specific categories of retail 
businesses, for which close personal contact is difficult to avoid, such as 
arcades, barber shops, hair salons, gyms and fitness studios, skating rinks, 
theaters, and yoga studios. Retail businesses able to adapt to take-out style 
shopping experiences can remain open.It requires businesses not closed by the 
order to implement social distancing policies and requires workplaces to create 
teleworking and work-at-home options when possible. If they cannot meet those 



guidelines, they must close. The governor protected the critical manufacturing 
and construction industries, saying they may remain in operation but must ensure 
that their employees are maintaining social distancing measures. Restaurants 
can continue to offer delivery and to-go service, and grocery stores, and 
hospitals, among others, may remain open. Day cares that continue to operate 
must limit individual homes or daycare classrooms to no more than 10 children 
apiece, and those youngsters may NOT move between the rooms to socialize 
with other children. The order directs Oregonians to stay home whenever 
possible, while permitting activities outside the home when social distance is 
maintained.It closes playgrounds, sports courts, and skate parks, among other 
types of outdoor recreation facilities. Those that remain open are required to 
strictly adhere to social distancing guidelines. 
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SPORTS, EDUCATION, ECONOMY, COMMUNITY: Justin Herbert scored three 
rushing touchdowns, pushing seventh-ranked Oregon to a 28-27 victory over No. 
11 Wisconsin in the Rose Bowl. Brady Breeze returned the first of his two fumble 
recoveries 31 yards for an early touchdown and used the second to set up 
Herbert's go-ahead TD and help the Ducks finish 12-2. Wisconsin’s Jonathan 
Taylor rushed for 94 yards and Quintez Cephus caught seven passes for 59 
yards and a score. But the Badgers lost despite controlling the ball for over 38 
minutes and outgaining the Ducks, 322-204. / CRIME: Eugene Police said 
yesterday morning they were investigating a morning shooting involving two 
vehicles near West 7th Place and Seneca Road. Investigators say early 
information suggested the dispute occurred between the occupants of a White 
Dodge Caliber, and a Silver or Teal Honda Accord or Civic. Police say at least 
three shots were fired from inside the Caliber toward the Honda, and each vehicle 
fled the scene. There were no known injuries. Officers said they located the 
Dodge Caliber a short time later parked in a lot near West 11th Ave and Bailey 
Hill and two of the three people who’d been inside it were nearby, including one 
suspect who might be the shooter. A third occupant of the Dodge was later 
located with help from a Springfield Police K-9. Police said they’re continuing to 
look for the other vehicle, the Silver or Teal Honda, and encourage anyone with 
information to call police. ; On Dec. 30 at 7:30 p.m., Oakridge Police requested 
assistance east of Oakridge for a man who reportedly barricaded himself inside a 
structure (being used as a residence) when Oakridge Police attempted to contact 
him regarding a warrant.  Deputies responded and made contact with the man 
inside who refused to come out of the structure, which was located up an 
extremely narrow road overgrown with vegetation. Deputies and officers from 
Oakridge PD continued to attempt to get the man to come out without success.  
Shortly before 3:00 a.m. on 12/31/2019, law enforcement reported hearing a 
small explosion that sounded like it came from inside the structure followed by fire 
erupting in the structure.  The fire department was called to assist but was unable 
to get the truck up the narrow road due to the overgrown vegetation.  Extreme 
heat and explosions (believed to be from propane tanks) quickly forced first 
responders to back away from the structure before any fire suppression efforts 
with fire extinguishers could begin. When the fire was extinguished and cooled 
down enough to enter the area, first responders located a deceased person inside 
the cabin who is believed to be the barricaded man. The Lane County Sheriff’s 



Office is investigating the death with the Lane County Medical Examiner’s Office.  
The Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office will investigate the fire.  The identity of the 
deceased will not be released until next of kin can be notified.   / SAFETY, 
BUSINESS, ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORTATION, RECREATION: Some news 
laws and programs went into effect with the New Year: Oregon’s new Corporate 
Activity Tax provides new funding for early learning and K-12 education. The tax 
only applies to businesses with taxable annual commercial activity of $1 million or 
more. The state’s new plastic bag ban is similar to bans already in effect in 
Eugene and several others Oregon cities. It’s designed to encourage people to 
take reusable shopping bags to stores. There will still be plastic bags in the meat 
sand produce sections of grocery stores. But grocery stores will be required to 
charge five cents for paper checkout bags. A few more containers are now 
included in the state Bottle Bill and will carry ten cent deposits. They include Kefir, 
drinkable yogurt, milk-based smoothies and other beverages that are primarily 
milk or plant-based milk but include other ingredients such as fruit. Bottles 
containing milk and plant-based milks are still exempt. The bill also adds 
kombucha and hard seltzer beverages in container sizes 3 liters or less. On 
Oregon’s roads, a new rule that benefits bicyclists, who are now legally allowed to 
ride through stop signs and four-way intersections without halting. Having said 
that, traffic right-of-way rules still apply so they must yield if another vehicle is 
already at or in the intersection. And safety experts say riders still need to stay 
alert and, ideally, slow as they approach intersections. Are you a boater? There 
are some rules changes and new laws in effect with the new year. There’s a big 
push to prevent invasive species from getting into and harming Oregon’s 
waterways. There’s a new Waterway Access Permit that replaces the Aquatic 
Invasive Species Prevention Permit for non-motorized boats 10’ long and longer. 
Permits are available online through ODFW’s eLicensing System. One and two-
year permits are available, as well as one-week permits. To minimize the spread 
of aquatic invasive species, motorized boaters now are required to “pull the plug” 
when leaving a waterbody and during transport to allow any water-holding 
compartments to drain. The fine for failure to pull the plug is $30 for non-
motorized boats and $50 for motorized boats and is a Class D violation. Law 
enforcement was also given the authority to order a person back to an aquatic 
invasive species boat inspection station if a boater bypasses the mandatory boat 
inspection station and the station is within five miles. If a person fails to go back to 
the station for an inspection/decontamination, they can be charged with a Class C 
misdemeanor ($1,250 and or 30 days in jail). The definition of reckless boating 
was updated to reflect the motor vehicle code. The Marine Board and the courts 
can now suspend a boating safety education card if the operator is convicted for 
reckless boating or boating under the influence of intoxicants (BUII). Suspensions 
allow for up to one year for convictions of reckless boating and 1-3 years for BUII. 
On another note, the fine was reduced for not carrying a properly fitting life jacket 
from a Class B violation ($265) to a Class D violation ($115), to mirror a seat belt 
infraction in the motor vehicle code. And there’s a new helmet law, which requires 
outfitter guides to offer helmets (whether for purchase or rent) to customers when 
recreating on waterways with Class III or higher whitewater rapids. / BUSINESS, 
ECONOMY: The Department of Revenue is notifying taxpayers that any changes 
to their state withholding must be made on Form OR-W-4 beginning January 1, 
2020 as the new federal Form W-4 can’t be used for Oregon withholding 



purposes. The federal form doesn’t use allowances and Oregon withholding is 
calculated using allowances. Previously filed Oregon or federal withholding 
statements (Form OR-W-4 or Form W-4), which are used for Oregon withholding, 
can remain in place if the taxpayer doesn’t change their withholding elections. 
“We encourage Oregon taxpayers to check their withholding for tax year 2020,” 
said Personal Tax and Compliance Division Administrator JoAnn Martin. “Not 
withholding enough during the year could lead to an unexpected tax bill in 2021.” 
Employers should provide Form OR-W-4 to employees anytime an employee 
provides them a new federal Form W-4. While everyone should check their 
withholding annually, some groups of taxpayers are more at risk for under-
withholding than others, including those who: Started a new job in 2019 or later; 
Updated their federal Form W-4 in 2018 or 2019; Previously claimed federal 
deductions that were impacted by federal tax law changes, such as the employee 
business expense deduction; Live in a two-earner household. Oregon’s Form OR-
W-4 and Revenue’s updated online withholding calculator allow taxpayers to 
determine the correct amount to withhold for Oregon personal income tax. Form 
OR-W-4 and the calculator are available on the department’s website at 
www.oregon.gov/dor Visit www.oregon.gov/dor to get tax forms, check the status 
of your refund, or make tax payments; call 800-356-4222 toll-free from an Oregon 
prefix (English or Spanish); 503-378-4988 in Salem and outside Oregon; or email 
questions.dor@oregon.gov For TTY (hearing or speech impaired), call 800-886-
7204. / AGRICULTURE: It might be another dry and difficult summer for farmers 
and ranchers. The Capital Press reports early-season snowfall is lagging again 
across Oregon. According to the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
Oregon’s snow-water equivalent in late December — the amount of water 
contained within snow — was just 45% of normal statewide. Every water basin 
measured below-average for snow, with the exception of the Owyhee Basin in 
southeast Oregon. The Willamette Basin stood at 26 percent of normal. The 
Hood, Sandy and Lower Deschutes basins were at 25 percent. Mountain 
snowpack is crucial for replenishing streams and reservoirs for farms and fish, 
especially in Eastern Oregon. As snow melts, it trickles down into creeks and 
rivers, sustaining healthy stream flows while providing irrigation water for crops 
and livestock. The Natural Resources Conservation Service releases its first 
water supply outlook report by Jan. 10. The water year, as defined by 
hydrologists, begins on Oct. 1 and runs through Sept. 30. November and 
December are typically much cooler and wetter months for Oregon, however most 
of the state’s 90 snow monitoring sites were measuring less than 8 inches of 
snow-water equivalent. Perhaps more concerning, overall precipitation including 
rain is averaging just 50% of normal statewide. The Oregon Water Resources 
Department reports that November in particular was one of the top five driest 
months on record for northwest Oregon. The U.S. Drought Monitor shows nearly 
98% of Oregon listed in some stage of drought, ranging from “abnormally dry” to 
“moderate.” Conditions were much the same at this time last year, too, when 
snowpack was just 42% of normal levels in early January. Then came February, 
which brought drought-busting winter storms that dumped several feet of snow at 
higher elevations and boosted snow-water equivalent by 20-30%. Snow-water 
equivalent is measured using what is known as a “snow pillow,” made out of a 
synthetic rubber and filled with an organic antifreeze solution. As snow falls, it 
compresses the pillow and a sensor measures the pressure in real time, which is 



used to calculate the amount of water in the snow. The data is then compared to 
a 30-year average between 1981-2010 to come up with a percent of normal. ; The 
Pacific Northwest bid farewell to 2019 with a stormy weather pattern that is 
brought multiple rounds of heavy rain, gusty winds and snow to the mountains. 
Rain and strong winds hit Tuesday evening, forcing cancellation of New Year’s 
Eve fireworks at Seattle’s Space Needle. In Eastern Washington state near 
Hanford, the gusts piled tumbleweeds 15-30 feet deep on one stretch of highway, 
trapping five cars and a semi-truck. Crews brought in heavy equipment to clear 
the tumbleweeds and free the vehicles’ drivers and passengers. In Oregon, gale 
warnings and high surf advisories were in effect along the coast and while the 
weather is much calmer today, there are still sneaker wave advisories up for the 
coast. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: Heavy snow is coming to the 
mountain passes overnight. A Winter Weather Advisory from the National 
Weather Service calls for total snow accumulations of 6 to 12 inches and winds 
gusting as high as 45 mph. / SPORTS: The Colorado curse continues for the 
Duck men’s basketball team. Number Four Oregon lost in Boulder yesterday, 74-
65, halting the Ducks’ five-game winning streak. Oregon is at Utah on Saturday. ; 
The Oregon State men dropped their Pac-12 opener at Utah, 81-69. The Beavs 
face Colorado on Sunday. ; The Number Two-ranked Oregon women begin their 
Pac-12 season play this evening at 7 p.m. against Colorado at the Matthew 
Knight Arena in Eugene. The game begins at 7 p.m. and will be carried by the 
Pac-12 Networks. ; The third-ranked Oregon State women open at home against 
Utah. Tip-off is 7 p.m. at Gill Coliseum and the game will be carried by the Pac-12 
Networks. / CRIME, SAFETY: Eugene Police yesterday released the name of a 
Grants Pass man they say took part in a shooting involving two vehicles on New 
Year’s morning near West 7th Place and Seneca Road. 28-year-old Dalton Styles 
Johnson was arrested for Reckless Endangering, Unlawful Use Weapon, Felon in 
Possession of a Firearm, and Theft in the First Degree. Investigators describe it 
as a “road rage” incident that police say was sparked by a dispute over who 
owned one of the vehicles. Detectives say Johnson was inside a White Dodge 
Caliber and that at least three shots were fired from that vehicle. No reported 
injuries. They are still looking for the second vehicle, described as a silver Honda 
with black, spray-painted wheels. If you have any leads in the case, Eugene 
Police would like to hear from you.; Lane County Sheriff’s officials yesterday 
released the name of the man who on Monday barricaded himself a structure 
being used as a residence east of Oakridge. His body was located in the building 
after it caught fire and burned. They say he was 50-year-old James Edward 
Anderson of Oakridge. The incident began on Monday evening, when Oakridge 
Police say Anderson barricaded himself inside the structure when they attempted 
to contact him about a warrant. Investigators said they didn’t feel it was safe to 
approach because the structure lay up an extremely narrow road overgrown with 
vegetation. Shortly before three a.m. on Tuesday, law enforcement personnel 
heard a small explosion that sounded like it came from inside the structure, then 
fire erupted. It’s believed some of the extreme heat and explosions came from 
propane tanks. Anderson’s body was located once the blaze was extinguished. / 
POLITICS: Oregon’s senior senator, Democrat Ron Wyden, is holding a series of 



town halls across the state this week. This afternoon, he’s in Lane County with a 
town hall session at 5 p.m. at Eugene’s Roosevelt Middle School. The school is 
located at 500 East 24th Street and the gathering will be in the commons and 
cafeteria area. Wyden is in Corvallis and Monmouth tomorrow. Senator Jeff 
Merkley is also holding town halls across Oregon this week. The Oregon 
Democrat spent yesterday at sessions in Sutherlin, Coquille, and Port Orford. 
Today, he visits Grants Pass, Ashland, and Klamath Falls. / COMMUNITY, 
YOUTH: The 2020 Girl Scout Cookie season begins this weekend. Girl Scouts 
will sell cookies door-to-door, at booth sales, and via the Digital Cookie platform. 
Digital Cookie helps girls run and manage their Girl Scout Cookie businesses 
online. New this year, Girl Scouts introduces a brand-new Cookie, Lemon-Ups. 
The new Girl Scout Lemon-Ups™ Cookie is a crispy lemon cookie baked with 
messages inspired by Girl Scout entrepreneurs. “I am a go-getter” and “I am an 
innovator” are among the eight phrases that bring the experience of Girl Scouting 
to life. The new cookie joins the national 2020 lineup, which also includes 
favorites such as Thin Mints®, Samoas®, and Trefoils®. Local Girl Scouts will 
take orders from customers beginning January 4 for delivery beginning mid-
February. Girl Scouts will sell cookies at booths in front of local retailers 
throughout Oregon from February 14 through March 8, 2020. Customers can find 
a Girl Scout Cookie booth near their location with the Cookie Finder at 
girlscoutsosw.org or use the Girl Scout Cookie Finder app available for iPhone or 
Android. / HEALTH, YOUTH: U.S. health officials will begin cracking down on 
most flavored e-cigarettes that are popular with underage teenagers. But the plan 
from the Trump administration includes major exceptions that benefit companies 
that make and sell e-cigarettes and adults who use the nicotine-delivery devices. 
The Food and Drug Administration said Thursday the policy won't affect menthol 
or tobacco flavors. The policy also won't affect large, tank-based vaping products 
sold in vape shops that cater to adults. Those changes are a major step back 
from President Trump's original plan announced in September, which would have 
banned nearly all flavors in all vaping products. /  
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HEALTH: Experts with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said 
Friday that seasonal influenza activity in the United States continues to increase. 
The flu season hit harder and earlier than usual and Oregon is one of 37 states 
where flu activity is considered “high.” In Oregon, 5.7 percent of all emergency 
room visits were for people complaining of flu-like symptoms and 31 percent of all 
cultures sent by hospitals, medical practices and clinics to labs were positive for 
influenza. But health experts say it is still not too late to be vaccinated, although it 
could take a couple of weeks for your body to build immunity. And they warn there 
could be a couple of peak flu periods. Many of the early cases involve Type B 
influenza viruses, which occur annually. Some of the newer Type A strains are 
still spreading. School is resuming this week after holiday break. Health officials 
say we always see an uptick in flu cases once kids are back together studying 
and playing and bring viruses home. The same happens in workplaces when 
employees return after their Christmas and New Years’ vacations. / POLITICS: 
U.S. Senator Ron Wyden held a series of town hall meetings in Oregon during the 
past week as members of Congress returned home over winter recess. Over the 
weekend, he was asked at several appearances about the escalating tensions 
with Iran. The Oregon Democrat says Congress must provide vigorous oversight 
of the president under the War Powers Resolution. And Wyden warned that any 
effort by the Trump administration to target and destroy cultural sites in Iran would 
be an “abomination.” He says attacks on cultural sites would put the U.S. on the 
level of the Taliban and the Islamic State group, which have targeted and 
destroyed multiple cultural sites over the years. Wyden, who sits on the Senate 
Intelligence Committee, was due back in Washington, D.C., today and expected 
to receive and review the president’s classified memo outlining the rationale for 
the targeted killing of the Iranian general. ; Oregon U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley 
issued a statement outlining his concerns about the Iran situation. Merkley says 
President Trump and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo “have done enormous 
damage to U.S. security.” He says American must now “strive to stop the 
escalation into war.” / SPORTS, COMMUNTY: Sabrina Ionescu scored 17 points 
to go with eight rebounds and seven assists to help No. 2 Oregon rout Utah 88-
51. Ruthy Hebard had the 46th double-double of her career with 13 points and 12 
rebounds and Minyon Moore added 15 points as the Ducks (12-1, 2-0) never 
trailed in handing Utah (7-7, 0-3) its worst Pac-12 defeat, in its ninth year in the 
conference. ; Mikayla Pivec had 16 points, 15 rebounds and eight assists to lead 



No. 3 Oregon State to a 72-60 victory over Colorado. Pivec scored six points 
during an 11-4 to open the fourth quarter and that help extend the program’s 
longest winning streak to 14 games. ; Payton Pritchard scored 19 points and Will 
Richardson and Chris Duarte each had 14 to help No. 4 Oregon outlast Utah on 
Saturday, 69-64. Pritchard drew most of the defensive attention as usual so the 
Ducks ended up moving the ball to Shakur Juiston and Chandler Lawson. They 
each had a pair of layups to erase Utah’s late lead and clinch the game for 
Oregon (12-3, 1-1 Pac-12). ; Ethan Thompson scored 24 points, Tres Tinkle hit a 
go-ahead layup with 2:25 remaining and Oregon State rallied from 12 down in the 
second half to stun Colorado 76-68 on Sunday night. Trailing 53-41 with 13:21 
left, the Beavers turned up the pressure to win their second straight in Boulder. 
They forced the Buffaloes into mistake after mistake and bad shot after bad shot 
down the stretch. / SAFETY: All four Coast Guard crew members are doing well 
after their boat capsized Saturday on the Columbia River near an Astoria dock. 
Officials say a heavy wake from a passing ship sent waves over the bow and 
triggered the capsizing. The 25-foot boat was near the Astoria’s Pier 39. The 
Coast Guard received four personal locator beacon alerts as the crew went into 
the water and those aboard a Columbia River bar pilot vessel pulled the crew 
members from the river and provided treatment. Coast Guard officials say all are 
doing fine. The Clatsop County Sheriff Marine Unit towed the capsized vessel to 
the pier. The Coast Guard is investigating the mishap and will oversee any 
salvage operations. / HOMELESSNESS: City officials in Oregon have not fulfilled 
a promise to open 140 homeless shelter beds after a public camping ban was 
enacted more than two weeks ago. KGW-TV reported that the city of Salem has 
not opened any new shelter beds as of Friday after initially promising progress by 
Jan. 1. City officials say there are currently 330 shelter beds available daily and 
city churches have the ability to open another 256 beds when the temperature 
drops to freezing. Officials say opening those additional beds depends on 
volunteer availability. Officials say City Council supports the existing shelter 
program with the intent to add more beds, but they were unable to meet the need. 
/ CRIME, MINORITIES, RELIGION: A woman in Oregon is accused of trying to 
choke a Muslim student with her headscarf and then harassing her by stripping 
down at a train station in Portland. The Multnomah County district attorney's office 
says 23-year-old Jasmine Renee Campbell has been indicted on multiple charges 
including hate crime and attempted strangulation for the November attack on the 
student from Saudi Arabia. An arrest warrant was issued after Campbell failed to 
appear in court. Campbell told KPTV by phone that she had been drinking too 
much and is being treated for a mental health condition. The Muslim student says 
she now wears a hat to cover her head because she doesn't feel safe wearing a 
hijab in public. /  
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SPORTS: UConn cruised to two more conference wins and remained No. 1 in 
The Associated Press women's college basketball poll to start off 2020. But 
bolstered by a pair of big weekend wins, Oregon received seven first-place votes 
from among the 30 members of the panel to hold at Number Two. And Oregon 
State, at Number Three, received three first-place votes. Stanford remains at 
Number Five and UCLA at Number Eight, giving the Pac-12 four teams in the Top 
Ten of the women’s basketball standings. ; Gonzaga, Duke and Kansas remain 
atop The Associated Press men's college basketball poll. The Oregon men 
slipped from Number Four to Number Nine after their loss last week to Colorado 
in Boulder. ; A rousing ovation greeted new Oregon women's soccer coach 
Graeme Abel when he was introduced to Ducks fans during the Pac-12 opener 
for the school's second-ranked women's basketball team. Abel is the U.S. 
women's national team assistant coach who served on the national team since 
2015 and is a veteran of two World Cup victories. Abel says his Oregon team will 
mimic the national team under Jill Ellis in terms of meticulous preparation. And 
he’s ready to build the team in Eugene. The Ducks finished second-to-last in the 
Pac-12 last season in a talented league that included national champion 
Stanford.  / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: As wildfires continue to rage across parts 
of Australia, Oregon and Washington are deploying a team of experts to aid in the 
battle. The Bureau of Land Management in Oregon has deployed four firefighters 
from the agency’s Vale, Prineville, and Burns Districts, along with 13 other 
interagency firefighters from Oregon and Washington. They will provide expertise 
in air tactical support, wildland fire incident management, and firefighter crew 
leadership. The Australian fires began burning in August and continue to scorch 
large areas of New South Wales and Queensland, gutting homes and forcing 
thousands to flee. Fire conditions in Australia are extreme due to an extended 
drought, hot temperatures, and relative humidity in the single digits. The last fire 
assistance between the two countries was in August 2018 when 138 Australian 
and New Zealand wildfire management personnel were sent to the U.S. for 
almost 30 days to assist with wildfire suppression efforts in Northern California 
and the Pacific Northwest. The Australian and New Zealand personnel filled 
critical needs during the peak of the western fire season for mid-level fireline 
management, heavy equipment, helicopter operations, and structure protection. / 
MILITARY: If you hear some high-powered jet engines in the sky the next few 
nights, it might be pilots with the Oregon Air National Guard’s 142nd Fighter Wing 



out of Portland. They’re conducting routine F-15 Eagle night training missions 
through January 11. Officials say night training allows the citizen airmen to remain 
current with mandatory Air Force requirements. Training flights will be completed 
each evening before 10:00 p.m. / CRIME: Eugene Police detectives say they’ve 
spoken with the victim of a possible kidnapping yesterday in West Eugene. But 
while she’s no longer being sought, they’re still seeking leads on the case, 
including the identities of three people who were involved in the incident. It came 
after police received a report during the noon hour that a woman, since identified 
as 21-year-old Treasure Javan Marler-Liggins of Springfield, had possibly been 
abducted from the Target store parking lot on West 11th Avenue. An employee 
had observed the woman leaving the store, and getting in her passenger car, 
when a man approached the vehicle and smashed her window, then got into the 
driver’s seat and drove off with the woman in the passenger seat. The witness 
said two other vehicles were involved in the incident and appeared to box in the 
woman’s car during the incident. Police released surveillance photos of the 
incident while asking the public for leads. They also are seeking the identity of a 
woman appeared to be with or watching the victim in the store. Police said they 
made contact with the victim hours later. The suspect who took the victim is 
described as an Hispanic male, unknown age and last seen wearing a black 
beanie with some red, a grey zip-up hoodie, and dark blue or black jeans.  The 
possible friend she was with is described as a white female, with a thin build and 
last seen wearing a red jacket and blue jeans. She had a red beanie cap and was 
carrying a red Target bag.  Victim’s vehicle - tan Nissan Maxima with Kansas 
license plate 908MJK. Suspect Involved Vehicle 2 – a black Audi sedan, Oregon 
plate 285HJE Suspect Involved Vehicle 3 -– Tan SUV (possibly a GMC Tahoe or 
older Ford Explorer), driven by a white male with a dark jacket and baseball cap.  
(Possible) Suspect Involved Vehicle 4 – a tan or gold Ford Focus four-door. / 
TRANSPORTATION: Travelers should expect short delays on Oregon Highway 
126 as crews clear brush along the road. Flaggers are controlling traffic between 
Territorial Highway and Ellmaker Road in Veneta for the next six weeks from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Thursday. Work began Monday. Watch for 
flaggers and crews in the area. Where traffic is routed through or around a work 
zone, pedestrians, including those with disabilities, will also be provided routes 
through or around the work zone.  / LEGAL: A Springfield woman has filed a $1.5 
million lawsuit against Oregon Taxi and one of the company's drivers, accusing 
the driver of sexual assault. The Register-Guard reports the woman told 
Springfield police after the 2018 alleged incident, but no charges have been filed. 
Because of her level of intoxication, the lawsuit states, the woman was unable to 
comprehend what was happening and could not consent to the sexual acts. A call 
Monday to Oregon Taxi was not immediately returned and it is not known if the 
driver is still employed by the company. / WOMEN, CRIME: A federal report says 
Oregon's correctional facility for girls and young women had among the highest 
rates of sexual victimization in 2018. In the report, 42 girls and young women at 
Albany's Oak Creek Youth Correctional Facility were surveyed; 14.3% reported 
being sexually victimized last year. That's more than twice the national average of 
7.1%, according to the Bureau of Justice Statistics. Oregon Public Broadcasting 
says the report does not distinguish sexual abuse reports in individual facilities 
made against staff versus those made against other youth. / BUSINESS: Pier 1 
Imports is closing nearly half its 942 stores as consumers increasingly shop 



online for home goods. The company said Monday it is closing up to 450 stores 
and will also shutter distribution centers. No word on whether it would affect any 
of its Oregon stores, including those in Eugene, Roseburg and Salem. Pier 1 also 
plans layoffs at its corporate headquarters in Fort Worth, Texas. /  
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CRIME, RACISM, RELIGION: Prosecutors say a Eugene man was charged with 
attempted murder and hate crimes after breaking into a Central Oregon motel 
office and attacking a 70-year-old immigrant from India who owns the business 
with her husband, also an immigrant.  Prosecutors said Tuesday that 53-year-old 
James David Lamb was charged with bias counts based on statements about his 
desire to rid America of people like her. The victim’s husband said they are U.S. 
citizens and have been in America for decades. The husband said his wife 
remains in the hospital with injuries to her throat, a broken shoulder and black eye 
after the Dec. 31 attack in Redmond. / CRIME: They say she is neither a willing or 
active participant in the case, which is making it difficult for the investigation to 
progress. Eugene Police still aren’t saying much about Monday’s lunch-hour 
incident in the West Eugene Target store parking lot, which they’ve described as 
a possible kidnapping. They say the 21-year-old Springfield woman who was the 
apparent victim, Treasure Javan Marler-Liggins, is safe. And they thank the public 
for leads in the case. They add they’re continuing to investigate the 
circumstances of the case. Witnesses and security cameras showed two vehicles 
appearing to block in the woman’s car while she was in it, then a man appeared 
to smash the driver’s window on the woman’s vehicle, get in and drive it away 
with her in the passenger seat. Police said they made contact with the woman 
hours later. ; Detectives with the Lane County Sheriff’s Office say they’re 
investigating a report of sex abuse involving 70-year-old Robert Lewis Davis of 
Eugene. And while their investigation began with a single incident from April, 
they’ve contacted multiple victims and suspect there might be more. Davis was 
arrested in August, posted bail and was released pending trial. Sheriff’s 
investigators are asking anyone who might have been a victim to contact them. ; 
Prosecutors say they not only unlawfully possessed a stolen firearm, they 
featured it in a homemade music video posted on YouTube. Now, two Portland 
residents are facing federal charges along with a Washington state man who was 
charged previously in the same case. Prosecutors say all three suspects are 
convicted felons and not permitted to possess firearms. The two Portland men, 
both in their late 20s, were charged with possessing the stolen Taurus model PT-
845, .45 caliber handgun. It was recovered during a search of one of the men’s 
residences. Investigators say all three suspects and the weapon were featured in 
the publicly available YouTube video. This case was investigated by Homeland 
Security and is being prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of 



Oregon. / SAFETY. HEALTH, CRIME: They’re have not determined whether it’s a 
particularly potent batch or is laced with something more dangerous, but officials 
with the Douglas County Public Health Network yesterday issued an alert 
regarding a series of fatal and non-fatal illicit opioid overdoses. It came after 
officials recorded a sharp spike of overdoses occurring earlier this week. Health 
care providers saw patients arriving at hospital emergency departments, while law 
enforcement and emergency services response teams reported treating a larger 
number of patients with the opioid overdose-reversing drug, Narcan. Investigators 
say it appears a drug being marketed as “heroin” in parts of Douglas County is 
either very potent or might be adulterated with fentanyl. They say it’s possible 
other drugs, such as methamphetamine, might also be in the mix. They are trying 
to get the words to those who use illicit opioids, such as heroin, to abstain from 
using the drug and seek assistance through a drug treatment program or 
medication-assisted treatment. And they say those who have not used in a while 
and have a lower drug tolerance might be at increased risk of a relapse or an 
overdose. Officials are so concerned they’re spreading the word to illicit drug 
users that free naloxone is available through The HIV Alliance Syringe Exchange 
in Roseburg that any pharmacist Oregon can prescribe it, as can licensed Oregon 
health care prescribers. Officials say it’s important to call 911 when someone is 
overdosing from opioids. If treated with Naloxone, the effects are temporary, and 
the person still needs medical attention because treating potent “heroin” may 
require many Naloxone doses. After the medication wears off, the person could 
fall back into a coma. If you call police or 911 to get help for someone having a 
drug overdose, Oregon’s Good Samaritan Law protects you from being arrested 
or prosecuted for drug-related charges or parole/probation violations based on 
information provided to emergency responders. / SPORTS: A nice contract 
extension for Oregon State University head football coach Jonathan Smith. He’s 
receiving a three-year extension, which keeps him at OSU through the 2025 
season. Athletic Department and campus leaders credit Smith for his work 
building the Beavs’ football program and note that under first two years of 
leadership, student-athletes on the football squad have combined for six straight 
terms of 3.00-plus cumulative GPAs and earned Pac-12 Conference Academic 
honors 43 times. Smith is a former OSU quarterback who led OSU to a pair of 
bowl games before working as an assistant coach at Idaho, Montana, Boise State 
and Washington. / TRANSPORTATION: A new project in Cottage Grove will 
improve safety and traffic flow for all users on Oregon Highway 99 from Woodson 
Place to the Coast Fork Willamette River, a short section of road that connects 
homes to shopping and services. The existing four-lane section will be redesigned 
to have one vehicle travel lane in each direction, with a center turn lane. 
Sidewalks with ADA ramps, bike lanes, and a crosswalk with a rapid flashing 
beacon will be added. Planning is underway, with construction scheduled for fall 
2021. On Thursday, January 9, and Friday, January 10, crews will be boring in 
the travel lanes, gathering samples to examine the condition of the existing road. 
Most other pre-construction work will be done away from the road but watch for 
road crews if you’re driving in the area. The project is in partnership with the city 
of Cottage Grove and is included in the Transportation System Plan. / HEALTH: 
Researchers are reporting the largest-ever one-year decline in the U.S. cancer 
death rate, and they are crediting advances in lung-tumor treatments. The overall 
cancer death rate has been falling since 1991, and usually drops about 1.5 



percent a year. But it fell 2.2 percent from 2016 to 2017, according to a new 
report by the American Cancer Society. That's the largest drop ever seen in 
national cancer statistics that go back to 1930. The numbers were published 
Wednesday. Experts mainly credit refinements in surgery, better diagnostic 
scanning and more precise radiation treatments. ; Research led by the U.S. 
government found no strong evidence linking baby powder with ovarian cancer. 
The analysis published Tuesday is the largest to look at the question, but some 
experts say a conclusive answer may never be known. Researchers pooled 
results from four studies involving 250,000 U.S. women. About 2,000 women 
developed cancer over 11 years, with roughly similar numbers in those who used 
powder for personal hygiene and non-users. Health concerns about talcum 
powders have prompted scores of U.S. lawsuits by women who claim asbestos in 
the powder caused their cancer. ; Zinc and folic acid have been touted as helping 
male fertility, but a rigorous government-led study says they don't. Both are 
important for sperm production and are found in many foods. Previous studies on 
whether over-the-counter supplements might boost sperm health had conflicting 
results. The new study involved almost 2,400 U.S. men. Half took daily 
supplement pills for six months, the others got dummy pills. There was no 
difference in sperm quality or live births. Researchers said they were disappointed 
by the results published Tuesday. Supplements cost about $60 monthly versus 
thousands of dollars for some invasive fertility treatments. ; The market for CBD 
for pets is booming. Testimonials pour in about the cannabis derivative's health 
benefits, especially for treating seizures and pain management. But there's little 
science behind the claims. And what's worse, researchers say some of the 
hundreds of products being sold actually contain little or no CBD. Bill Bookout of 
the National Animal Supplement Council says there's a segment of the industry 
that just wants to cash in by making false claims. Their products make it to the 
shelves because the federal government has yet to establish standards for CBD 
that will help people know whether it works for their pets and how much to give. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: A pair of strong cold fronts will move across the 
Pacific Northwest through the weekend, and the pattern will turn significantly 
colder next week. These cold fronts will likely bring heavy snow to the Cascades. 
Snow levels are expected to remain well above the valley floors through Sunday. 
The colder air is expected to move into northwest Oregon early next week, 
potentially cold enough to bring snow levels down to the valley floor. An 
increasing number of forecast models are suggesting additional disturbances 
from the Gulf of Alaska which would spread moisture into that colder air. This will 
raise the chance for snow down to the lowest elevations next week. While 
accumulations, distribution, and/or timing of snow remain uncertain, confidence is 
increasing in the overall threat of snow next week, even for the lowest elevations. 
Now is a good time to make sure you are prepared in the event that all of the 
necessary ingredients come together for a significant snow event next week. / 
TRANSPORTATION: Expect delays on Highway 126 at Mohawk Blvd in 
Springfield until about 10:00 a.m. Crews closed a lane overnight on Mohawk Blvd 
for paving, which may impact traffic highway traffic during the morning commute. / 
COMMUNITY, DEVELOPMENT: A record donation toward completion of 
Eugene’s new YMCA. Bill and Michelle Service's gift of $4 million to the Y's 
Capital Campaign is an increase of $3 million from their prior pledge. The couple's 
donation is the largest single gift from private donors to the Y's Capital Campaign. 
The two say a robust, expanding YMCA is essential to the community’s health. 
The Y's new state-of-the-art 70,000-square-foot facility will be built at the corner of 
24th Avenue and Hilyard Street. It is projected to accommodate 35,000 visits a 
month. It will replace the current facility on Patterson Street, which was 
constructed in the 1950s. YMCA officials say they tally close to 20,000 visits 
monthly. Bill Service is a Eugene Family YMCA Board Director since 2016, past 
CEO of Elmer's Restaurants, and an entrepreneur in the food, beverage and 
other industries. He spent much of his time growing up at the Eugene Family 
YMCA, taking part in afterschool and summer camp programs. In high school, he 
attended Y retreats to Mexico, Yosemite and Montreal for the 1976 Olympics. 
One of his first jobs as a teenager was at the Y's Welcome Center. Michell 
Service grew up in California but also had formative experiences at the local 
YMCA. Her first job was as a water aerobics and swim lesson instructor. The 
couple’s sons also attended programs offered by the Y, and their grandchildren 
are involved now. The Eugene Family YMCA was awarded $15 million in August 



from the state. / HEALTH: Spend too much time using a computer, you’re at a 
higher risk for injuries including carpal tunnel, stiff shoulders, and eye-strain 
headaches. But what about when you put on virtual reality gear? A recent study 
from Oregon State University takes a closer look and finds some common virtual 
reality movements contribute to muscle strain and discomfort, whether you’re 
gaming, or using VR gear for education or industrial uses. Virtual reality users 
wear a headset and engage in full-body, three-dimensional movements – unlike 
conventional computer users, where a desk or the arms of a chair offer some 
level of support for the hands and arms.  When Oregon State researcher Jay Kim 
and others evaluated the effects, sensors placed on participants’ joints and 
muscles found some common movements caused shoulder discomfort in as little 
as three minutes. With prolonged use, Kim said, there was an increased risk of 
major health problems like gorilla arm syndrome and rotator cuff injuries. 
Researchers also found that the heavy VR headsets might increase the burden 
on the cervical spine, heightening the risk of greater neck strain. Scientists say 
they wanted to establish a baseline for how the body reacts because there are no 
real standards or guidelines for the healthy use of virtual reality and augmented 
reality gear. Some tech analysts project that roughly 168 million people worldwide 
will have some form of VR installed by the year 2023. Many will be gamers, but 
many will use the gear in health care, the military, education and training. / 
HOUSING, LOW-INCOME, EDUCATION: Lots of efforts underway across 
Oregon to create more housing and more affordable housing. On the coast in 
Newport, Oregon State University is planning to create new student housing in 
Newport to support those enrolled in the university’s Marine Studies Initiative at 
the Hatfield Marine Science Center. The housing will be built in phases on a 
roughly five-acre OSU-owned parcel in south Newport. The construction will take 
place outside the tsunami inundation zone. Pending approval from the university’s 
Board of trustees and local land use and permitting authorities, the first phase 
would house up to 160 students. The Marine Studies Initiative is a university-wide 
effort that focuses on ocean health, coastal challenges, global education and 
research. It blends studies in oceanography with other academic disciplines. Over 
time, OSU officials want to educate between 300 to 500 students per academic 
year in Newport, Corvallis and elsewhere. Oregon State planners say a student 
housing complex in Newport would make it easier to craft full academic year 
programs. If that occurs, the second phase of housing could perhaps incorporate 
units for faculty, staff, and program contributors from the government, education 
and non-profit sectors. / POLITICS, ENVIRONMENT, BUSINESS: Oregon 
lawmakers return to Salem early next month (Feb. 3) for a short legislative 
session. Democratic leaders say they’ll revisit climate legislation after last 
session’s controversial “cap-and-trade” proposal failed. The Capital Press reports 
members of Timber Unity, the group heading protests last year, way they’ll be 
back in Salem, as well. On Feb. 6, Timber Unity coordinators say they’ll organize 
a convoy of logging trucks bound for Salem and a rally on the Capitol steps. On 
the group’s Facebook event page, as of Jan. 7, 936 people have said they will go 
to the protest, more than 3,100 have marked themselves as interested and 97 
have pledged to drive semi-trucks. Last year Timber Unity formed to protest 
House Bill 2020, last year’s cap-and-trade bill, which passed the Oregon House. 
The legislation was designed to cut carbon emissions, but it roused opposition 
from farmers, loggers and others who argued the bill would raise fuel and natural 



gas prices. The protests culminated with the walk-out of Senate Republicans, 
inflaming party tensions. The bill stalled in the Senate at the end of the session 
when it failed to gain adequate support. A spokeswoman for Governor Kate 
Brown says the governor is focused on an economy-wide strategy with 
enforceable carbon limits but wants any legislative proposal to protect jobs and 
livelihoods in rural communities. / ELECTIONS, ENVIRONMENT, BUSINESS: 
Environmental advocates are suing Oregon's Secretary of State over her rejection 
of two clean-energy ballot initiatives, claiming the action was without legal 
reasoning and constituted an abuse of power. The Statesman Journal reports that 
in a filing with Marion County’s Circuit Court, complainants asked for an expedited 
review to allow Initiative Petitions 48 and 49 to continue. That process could allow 
them to put the measures before voters in November. An email to state elections 
officials requesting comment was not immediately returned. / DEVELOPMENT, 
ENVIRONMENT, BUSINESS: A tiny coastal Oregon town opposes a plan by 
Facebook to build a terminus facility for a submarine cable connecting America 
with Asia. Representatives of the social media giant say Tierra del Mar, midway 
between Tillamook and Lincoln City, is a rare spot on the West Coast that's 
suitable for the cable. They say the cable is needed to meet an increasing 
demand for internet services worldwide. But village residents worry vibrations 
from drilling for the cable landing will damage the foundations of homes and 
septic systems. They say the lot a Facebook subsidiary purchased to bring the 
submarine cable to land is zoned residential. Residents of the community have 
asked their county commissioners to deny Facebook the right to build the landing 
site. A hearing is scheduled for today. / ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH: Increasingly 
intense wildfires have scorched forests from California, Oregon and Washington 
to, in recent months, Australia. And the blazes are fueling worries about long-term 
health impacts from wildfire smoke exposure—not just for those working on the 
fire lines but for residents in nearby communities. In the Northern California city of 
Paradise, California, where a fire last year killed 85 people and destroyed 14,000 
homes, researchers are tracking respiratory problems suffered by survivors and 
people who live downwind. Scientists say their work has far-reaching implications 
as climate change makes some regions of the globe drier and more fire-prone. 
Smoke from major wildfires can travel thousands of miles and affect millions of 
people. / HEALTH, SAFETY: Health researchers say electric scooter injuries have 
surged along with their popularity. A study published Wednesday found a near-
tripling in U.S. injuries over four years. Nearly 40,000 scooter-related fractures, 
scrapes, cuts and bruises were treated in U.S. emergency rooms from 2014 
through 2018. Most occurred in riders aged 18 to 34. Most of the injured weren't 
hospitalized. The trend follows the emergence of rental companies in cities in the 
U.S. and abroad that let customers rent scooters through smartphone apps and 
drop them off anywhere in the same city. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: A long series of weather 
disturbances will move across the Pacific Northwest beginning Friday and 
continue through much of next week. These weather systems will bring periods of 
heavy snow to the Cascades and the potential for moderate to heavy rain at lower 
elevations through Sunday. Two significant cold frontal passages are also 
expected, which will bring lowering snow levels from Saturday night into next 
week, with an increasing risk of snow reaching the valley floors next week. Much 
colder air is expected to spread into northwest Oregon early next week, 
potentially cold enough to bring snow levels down to the valley floor. While 
specifics on accumulation amounts, areal distribution, and/or timing of snow 
remain uncertain, we continue to have confidence in some risk for low elevation 
snow next week. Now is a good time to make sure you are prepared in the event 
that all of the necessary ingredients come together for low elevation snows and 
associated travel impacts during the middle part of next week. Travel across the 
mountains could be very difficult to nearly impossible at times. Expect periods of 
near blizzard conditions from later this afternoon into Saturday morning, 
especially in non-forested and other open areas. The combination of strong winds 
and heavy snow could also result in downed trees and powerlines, and local 
power outages, and road closures. If you must travel, keep an extra flashlight, 
food, and water in your vehicle in case of an emergency. The latest road 
conditions for the state you are calling from can be obtained by calling 511. ; 
There’s a Wind Advisory up, as well, for south winds 15 to 25 mph with gusts 35 
to 45 mph, with the strongest winds over exposed hills in the South Willamette 
Valley, Central Willamette Valley and Greater Portland Metro Area from 1 p.m. 
today to 4 a.m. Saturday. Gusty winds could blow around unsecured objects. 
Tree limbs could be blown down and a few power outages may result. Saturated 
soils along with gusty winds can increase the chances for larger trees to fall over. 
There will be two periods of higher winds, the first this afternoon and the second 
this evening into early Saturday morning. Use extra caution when driving, 
especially if operating a high-profile vehicle. Secure outdoor objects. / MILITARY: 
They come from across Oregon, with many from our area. Close to 400 members 
of the 2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry, 41st Brigade Combat Team of the Oregon 
National Guard are preparing for a deployment to Kosovo. The mobilization 
ceremony for what’s known as Task Force Jungleer takes place tomorrow at 2 
p.m. at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland. The citizen-soldiers will work 



with other NATO forces in Kosovo to enhance security. The 2-162 is the last of 
the 41st units to mobilize. Officials say the total deployment is the second-largest 
by the brigade since WWII, topped only by the deployment to Iraq. The 41st 
Brigade is made up of 3,000 Soldiers consisting of five Oregon battalions and two 
out-of-state battalions from Washington state and New Mexico. The Brigade has 
already deployed four separate task forces around the globe since September of 
last year—a total of 1,400 soldiers. The 41st Brigade has a rich history protecting 
its community and country, tracing its lineage back to the 41st Division of WWI 
and WWII. / LAW ENFORCEMENT CRIME, WOMEN, YOUTH: A coalition from 
Lane County is among those being recognized by the state for its work to combat 
human trafficking. But numbers released this week by the state convey just how 
challenging and devastating the issue is. In the 12 months from October of 2018 
to October of last year, officials with Oregon’s Departments of Justice and Human 
Services identified 746 victims of human trafficking across the state, 120 of them 
in Lane County. One reason the numbers are so high: An interagency team of law 
enforcement, child welfare and legal experts work to rescue the victims and 
prosecute the people who control them as well as those who abuse them. Many 
of the victims are minors. The award honors their success in stopping a human 
trafficking ring in our area. Among those being recognized with the Lane County 
Team: members of Lane County’s Child Welfare Office and Lane County 
Department of Youth Services, as well as specialists from the Eugene and Albany 
Police Departments and the FBI. / BUSINESS: A nice bit of recognition yesterday 
for Yogi Tea, the tea manufacturing and distribution company based in Eugene. It 
was named the 2020 Bold Steps Award winner during Mayor Lucy Vinis’ State of 
the City Address. The Bold Steps Award recognizes a Eugene-based business 
that operates with what’s known as a “triple bottom line approach.”  Finalists are 
judged on their support for their employees, their sustainability initiatives, and 
economic success. The Yogi Tea / East West Tea Company creates herbal tea 
blends and focuses on environmentally preferred practices, including organic 
farming and sustainability. The company’s employees are active volunteers, 
contributing more than 500 hours to local nonprofits. The Yogi Tea staff also is 
involved in workplace preparation programs in local schools. / LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, EDUCATION: A University of Oregon police officer and handler 
of the department’s K-9 was fired after an internal investigation confirmed four 
allegations of misconduct, including lying and overuse of force. The Register-
Guard reports officer Troy Phillips was terminated from his position Nov. 25 after 
a man riding a bicycle, who Phillips inappropriately stopped at gunpoint in 
October 2018, filed notice that he intended to sue the university’s police 
department. / MILITARY, CRIME: A deserter from the U.S. Army has been 
apprehended in Oregon after he was reported missing from the Joint Base Lewis-
McChord in Washington. Lincoln County Sheriff's Office deputies arrested 32-
year-old Christopher Lee Gardner on Thursday at the Cape Perpetua Visitor's 
Center near Yachats, Oregon after receiving calls about a man acting 
suspiciously. The Army had previously issued a statewide bulletin identifying 
Gardner as possibly armed and dangerous. Authorities evacuated the visitor's 
center and made the arrest with no problems. Oregon State Police later found 
Gardner's car at the Neptune State Scenic Viewport in northern Lane County. A 
gun was inside the vehicle. ; A former civilian member of the Oregon National 
Guard who managed the repair of small-engine parts and generators for the 



military at Camp Withycombe outside Portland has pleaded guilty to double-billing 
the government for repairs that were never made. The Oregonian/OregonLive 
reports Dominic Caputo, of Clackamas, agreed to pay $2.6 million in restitution to 
the U.S. Department of Defense, according to the plea agreement. Caputo 
pleaded guilty to one count of making a false statement. Caputo said he took the 
actions to protect the program he worked for and his employees' jobs, did not 
personally benefit financially, and believed at the time they could make up the 
shortage in production and supply the quantity of paid-for engines. / SPORTS: A 
nail-biter last night at Matthew Knight Arena. Will Richardson scored seven of 
Oregon’s eight points in overtime as the ninth-ranked Duck men’s basketball team 
held off No. 24 Arizona 74-73. The Duck men host Arizona State in Eugene on 
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in a game being carried by the Pac-12 Networks. ; A rough 
night for the Oregon State men, as Arizona State defeated Oregon State, 82-76. 
The Beavs take on Arizona Sunday at 7 p.m. in Corvallis in a game being 
broadcast on FS1. ; The Pac-12 has emerged as the top conference in women's 
college basketball. Four teams, Oregon, Oregon State, Stanford and UCLA, are 
ranked in the top eight in this week’s Associated Press Top 25, marking the first 
time that has happened in conference history. Second-ranked Oregon is at 
Arizona State tonight. Tip-off in Tempe is 5 p.m. and the game is being carried by 
the Pac-12 Networks. The Duck women are at Arizona on Sunday at 11 a.m. ; 
The third-ranked Oregon State women are also in the state of Arizona this 
weekend. The unbeaten Beavs take on the Arizona Wildcats at 7 p.m. in a game 
being carried by the Pac-12 Networks. On Sunday at 1 p.m., they meet the Sun 
Devils of Arizona State. ; Oregon and Oregon State are poised to move to the top 
of the Women’s College Basketball rankings, after Number One UConn lost to 
sixth-ranked Baylor, the defending national champion. The final score was 74-58. 
It was the second straight years UConn lost to Baylor, snapped the school’s 98-
game home win streak, and was the team’s worst loss in years. Who will top the 
rankings next week? Number Two Oregon and unbeaten Number Three Oregon 
State have a good claim, if they win their games this weekend against Arizona 
and Arizona State. But Baylor will also seek bragging rights. The Ducks and 
Beavs are just two of four Pac-12 teams in the top ten heading in to the weekend. 
Stanford is Number Five and UCLA is Number Eight. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Heavy snow and strong winds in the mountains are 
complicating travel over the passes. A Winter storm Warning remains in effect 
through this evening. Additional snow accumulations of 8 to 16 inches are 
possible south of Mount Jefferson (including Santiam and Willamette Passes), 
and 4 to 8 inches north of Mount Jefferson. Winds gusting as high as 40 mph. 
Heaviest snow accumulations will be above 1,500 to 2,000 feet in elevation. This 
will affect the Cascade Passes (Willamette Pass, Santiam Pass). The National 
Weather Service says travel over the Cascade Passes could be very difficult. 
Expect near white-out conditions at times, making it difficult to see other vehicles 
and snow plows. If you must travel, carry chains, and keep an extra flashlight, 
food, and water in your vehicle in case of an emergency. Slow down and allow 
extra time to reach your destination. Beginning Tuesday, drivers might also see 
some snow on the Interstate Five passes south of Canyonville (Canyon Creek 
Pass, Stage Road Pass, Smith Hill Summit, Sexton Mountain). The latest road 
conditions for the state you are calling from can be obtained by going to 
www.tripcheck.com or calling 511. ; A series of weather systems moving down 
into the Pacific Northwest this week will bring progressively colder air down into 
the region while keeping rain and snow likely. The chances for snow at low 
elevations will increase through the early part of the week, especially across the 
northern part of the forecast area. A stronger low-pressure system approaching 
the coast Wednesday night will bring the best chances for widespread snow 
Wednesday into Thursday before a milder pattern returns late in the week. 
Forecasters are still trying to determine whether or not we’ll see snow on the 
valley floor, starting later today. So far, things point to mostly rain with a bit of 
snow mixed in but little accumulation. There’s a bit more of a chance of snow 
Tuesday into Wednesday. But it might be just a dusting on the valley floor and a 
bit more in the foothills. ; A 7-year-old girl is dead and her 4-year-old brother is 
missing after they and their father were swept into the ocean on the Oregon coast 
amid a high-surf warning on Saturday. Authorities say the father was holding the 
two children when a wave swept all three into the water in the Falcon Cove area, 
south of the community of Cannon Beach. Oregon State Police say 47-year-old 
Jeremy Stiles of Portland and the girl were taken to Providence Seaside Hospital, 
while the Coast Guard deployed helicopters to help search for the boy. The girl 
was pronounced dead at the hospital. / SPORTS: The Oregon and Oregon State 
women’s basketball teams each entered the weekend hoping to make a case that 



they should be the Number One team in the nation. Instead, they finished their 
stops in the state of Arizona knowing they’ll slip in the national rankings. But 
Arizona State will climb, after defeating the Duck women on Friday and the OSU 
women yesterday. If there was a highlight for the Number Two Oregon women, it 
came yesterday. Sabrina Ionescu had 17 points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists for 
her NCAA record-extending 22nd triple-double, helping Oregon bounce back from 
its second loss of the season with a 71-64 win over No. 18 Arizona. Ionescu has 
more triple-doubles than any player in NCAA history, man or woman. Arizona 
State got its second straight upset, beating No. 3 Oregon State 55-47. The victory 
finished a memorable weekend for the Sun Devils, who also beat No. 2 Oregon 
72-66 on Friday night. It also capped a tough week for the sport's elite teams: No. 
1 UConn, Oregon and Oregon State all lost. ; On the men’s side of things: Payton 
Pritchard scored 29 points and No. 9 Oregon held off Arizona State 78-69. 
Arizona State remained one of only two Pac-12 teams, along with Washington 
State, that has never won at Matthew Knight Arena, which opened in 2011. ; 
Oregon State beat No. 24 Arizona 82-65. Ethan Thompson had 18 points and 
eight assists for the Beavers. / MILITARY: A good crowd in Portland Saturday as 
close to 400 members of the 2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry—part of the 41st 
Brigade Combat Team of the Oregon National Guard—gathered for a mobilization 
ceremony at the Oregon Convention Center. They are members of a task force 
preparing for a deployment to Kosovo. The citizen-soldiers will work with other 
NATO forces in Kosovo to enhance security. The 2-162 is the last of the 41st 
units to mobilize. Officials say the total deployment is the second-largest by the 
brigade since WWII, topped only by the deployment to Iraq. The 41st Brigade is 
made up of 3,000 Soldiers consisting of five Oregon battalions and two out-of-
state battalions from Washington state and New Mexico. The Brigade has already 
deployed four separate task forces around the globe since September of last 
year—a total of 1,400 soldiers. The 41st Brigade has a rich history protecting its 
community and country, tracing its lineage back to the 41st Division of WWI and 
WWII. / ENVIRONMENT: The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife has closed 
the harvest of wild spring Chinook salmon in the Umpqua River. The Roseburg 
News-Review reported the agency has prohibited the harvest on the mainstem 
Umpqua River from Feb. 1 to June 30. Officials say the primary reason is a low 
fish count over the past two years. Officials hope to preserve the vulnerable 
species they say has been impacted in recent years by drought conditions that 
have reduced river flow and increased water temperatures. The temporary rule 
change still requires the approval of Oregon Secretary of State Bev Clarno. / 
ENVIRONMENT, DEVELOPMENT: Federal authorities suggested the 
environmental impact of a proposed liquefied natural gas terminal and pipeline in 
southern Oregon would be minimal. They say the contentious project wouldn't 
jeopardize protected species or adversely change their critical habitat. The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said in a new study that the 
effects of the proposed Jordan Cove liquefied natural gas terminal and a 230-mile 
feeder pipeline along Coos Bay would be short term or on a small scale. The 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's staff analysis announced in November 
said the project would likely have an adverse effect on wildlife. / ENVIRONMENT, 
SAFETY: Authorities have released the name of the third person found buried by 
an avalanche at an Idaho ski resort. The Shoshone County Sheriff's Office says 
searchers in a helicopter spotted the body of 33-year-old Molly Hubbard of 



Minneapolis Thursday. They confirmed she had been reported missing by a 
family member. Officials say Hubbard started working at Oregon Health and 
Science University's Children's Hospital as a pediatric neurosurgery fellow in 
2019. Tuesday's avalanche at the Silver Mountain Resort killed two other people 
and injured four. The sheriff's office previously identified the others who died as 
Carl Humphreys of Liberty Lake, Washington, and Scott Parsons of Spokane 
Valley, Washington. Resort officials say there have been no other people reported 
missing. / TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMY: The average U.S. price of regular-
grade gasoline has jumped 4 cents per gallon to $2.64 over the past three weeks. 
Industry analyst Trilby Lundberg of the Lundberg Survey says gas prices are 
unlikely to continue to increase because crude oil costs have dropped. The price 
at the pump is 33 cents higher than it was a year ago. In Oregon, this morning’s 
average price is $3.00 for a gallon of regular unleaded. It’s $2.94 per gallon in 
Lane County. That’s down ten cents per gallon from one month ago, but 18 cents 
from this time last year. The highest average price in the nation for regular-grade 
gas is $3.58 per gallon in Honolulu. The lowest average is $2.21 in Houston. The 
average price of diesel is $3.08, up two cents. /  
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EDUCATION, TRANSPORTATION, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Lower-elevation 
snow and ice prompted a few school closures and delays across the region and 
disrupted a few senior meals services, as well. ; Poor visibility, high winds and 
falling trees are a hazard to drivers heading over the Cascades today. Crews say 
it’s been snowing heavily on Santiam and Willamette Passes. Chains or traction 
tires are required for both and whether you’re heading up Highway 126 or 
Highway 58, you’ll want to chain up before you get too far into the mountains. 
Highway road cameras show several inches of snow on the ground in McKenzie 
Bridge and Oakridge. Yesterday evening, officials with the Oregon State Police 
and Oregon Department of Transportation warned that they were seeing 
numerous crashes and spinouts on Willamette Pass due to the weather 
conditions. One problem: Travelers were not always following chain restrictions 
and using chains when required. Slow down and drive for conditions. Highway 
138-E, the North Umpqua Highway, is closed this morning 30 miles east of Glide 
because of heavy snow, falling trees and rockslides. The closure extends from 
Dry Creek at Milepost 47 over the Cascade crest to the U.S. 97 junction in Central 
Oregon because of heavy snow and falling trees. Over the weekend, officials 
closed Oregon Highway 230, the Diamond Lake Highway, for the same reason. A 
20-mile stretch of Oregon Highway 62, the Crater Lake Highway, also was closed 
due to heavy snow and falling trees. Interstate Five at Sexton Mountain is on a 
“temporary traffic hold” as of 8:15 this morning because of heavy snow, poor 
visibility and a slushy snowpack atop Sexton Mountain, north of Grants Pass. 
Highway officials say conditions in the mountains can change rapidly during 
heavy snowfall so be sure to check TripCheck.com for the latest closures, delays 
and travel conditions and be prepared for winter driving.  / SAFETY: Eugene 
Police say driver error, bald tires and wet roads contributed to yesterday 
afternoon’s single-vehicle rollover accident on the on-ramp from Willagillespie 
Road to northbound Delta Highway. The call came in shortly before 1:30 p.m. and 
it took the better part of two hours to clear the crash. But police say the woman 
driving the vehicle had only minor injuries and was able to walk away from the 
crash. / SAFETY, COMMUNITY: Want to make sure you’re ready for winter 
weather, earthquakes and other natural disasters? The Eugene Water & Electric 
Board just launched the 2020 version of its “Pledge to Prepare” program, a 12-
month blueprint for emergency preparedness. You sign up at EWEB’s website, 
eweb.org and click to join the “Pledge to Prepare” program. Each month you 



receive a newsletter with tips on emergency preparedness, as well as 
suggestions of what to add to your emergency supplies. The Oregon Office of 
Emergency Management encourages residents to be prepared to be on their own 
for a minimum of two weeks following a disaster. That means storing 14 days of 
water, food, medicine and other supplies. “Pledge to Prepare” organizers know 
it’s not always easy, practical or affordable to pull together an emergency kit all at 
once, but say that if you buy and add a few things each month, you’ll eventually 
have a full kit. The idea is to start small with a basic three-day preparedness kit, 
then build it slowly over time.  EWEB sends participants a monthly email with 
disaster preparedness tips and suggestions on what to add to your emergency 
stockpile each month. The tips and suggestions are also posted on the utility’s 
website and on social media. More than 1,600 people took the Pledge last year 
and shared 160 photos of the supplies they assembled based on the monthly 
recommendations. To help you stay motivated during the year, EWEB raffles 
emergency preparedness supplies such as water storage containers, solar 
chargers and first aid kits. There is a new drawing every month. To join the 
Pledge to Prepare and get started on your two-week emergency kit, visit 
eweb.org/pledge Anyone may join, but you must be an EWEB customer to 
participate in the monthly prize drawings. / SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: The U.S. 
Coast Guard has suspended its search for the body of a 4-year-old boy who was 
swept out to sea along with his 7-year-old sister and father on Saturday on the 
northern Oregon coast. A police officer pulled the girl from the waves, but she 
died at a hospital. The father survived and is recovering from hypothermia. A 
powerful “sneaker” wave caught the Portland family by surprise as they hiked on 
a trail near the beach at Cape Falcon, south of the city of Cannon Beach. Officials 
say the wave was created by a storm that combined with extreme high tides 
during the weekend, making areas on and near beaches especially dangerous. ; 
Officials say a 33-year-old man died in an avalanche Saturday while he was 
snowmobiling in northeastern Oregon’s Elkhorn Mountains. The East Oregonian 
reported that Richard Stephens from the town of North Powder was snowmobiling 
with three others in the Elkhorns when his vehicle was struck and trapped by the 
avalanche. None of the other riders were injured. Officials say heavy recent 
snowfalls had prompted an avalanche warning to backcountry users for the 
Elkhorns, the Blue Mountains and the Wallowas and that it had been in place over 
the weekend. / HOMELESSNESS, GOVERNMENT: The City of Eugene and 
Lane County are working to expand emergency shelter capacity for the homeless. 
The two governments are contributing a combined $257,000 to the “Dusk to 
Dawn” program operated by St. Vincent de Paul Society of Lane County. The 
program provides a place for homeless people to safely sleep and keep their 
belongings at night. The Dusk to Dawn site has been operating at capacity of 192 
and has a growing waiting list of approximately 50 individuals. The money from 
Eugene and Lane County will add 64 new beds, increasing capacity to more than 
250 people per night. People wanting to stay at Dusk to Dawn can sign up for a 
space at the Eugene Service Station in person at 450 Hwy 99N during business 
hours. The Eugene Service Station (ESS) provides homeless adults with a warm 
place where they can meet their basic needs (food, day shelter, clothing, laundry, 
showers, supplies) and get assistance. After learning that a funding shortfall 
would lead to reduced hours at the Eugene Service Center the City and County 
began been working with St. Vincent de Paul to address a funding gap. The 



agencies have agreed to jointly fund $91,000 to ensure that the site can remain 
open during its current business hours serving those in need. / SPORTS: The 
Oregon Men’s Basketball team climbed one notch this week in the Associated 
Press Top 25 Basketball Poll. The Duck men moved are now Number Eight. For 
the top five, Gonzaga remains in the Number One, followed by Baylor, Duke, 
Auburn, and Butler. Kansas and San Diego State are just ahead of the Oregon 
men. ; It was not unexpected but it still stung. Oregon and Oregon State dropped 
in the Associated Press Women’s Basketball Poll. Oregon fell from Number Two 
to Number Six. The Oregon State Women fell from Number Three to Number 
Eight. South Carolina moved up three spots to No. 1, followed by Baylor, 
Stanford, UConn and Louisville. UCLA is between Oregon and Oregon State at 
Number Seven. Arizona State entered the poll at No. 18 after knocking off Oregon 
and Oregon State over the weekend. ; With the end of the college football season 
comes the final college football poll. While LSU and Clemson are Numbers One 
and Two, with Ohio State and Georgia following. The Oregon Ducks climbed from 
Number Seven to Number Five after defeating Wisconsin in the Rose Bowl. / 
HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Oregon’s top health 
administrator has asked state lawmakers for $20 million to help ensure that 
people who need mental health treatment get it, particularly those who have 
been charged with a crime. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that Monday’s 
request comes after more than a year of struggles by state health officials to 
handle an ever-growing volume of criminal defendants needing treatment for 
schizophrenia and other disorders. Lawmakers must decide whether to take up 
the request as they meet starting Feb. 3 for a 35-day short session. Under a 2003 
federal court order, defendants deemed in need of treatment before proceeding 
through the criminal justice system must be sent to the Oregon State Hospital 
within seven days of a judge’s order. But patients have repeatedly had to wait 
longer than that when the hospital has been full. / AGRICULTURE: Hemp was 
ushered in as a federally legal agricultural crop under the groundbreaking 2018 
Farm Bill. But now, draft rules for growing the cannabis plant closely related to 
marijuana have farmers across the country concerned. Most of the anxiety 
involves how the federal government plans to test for THC, the high-inducing 
compound found in marijuana and hemp, both cannabis plants. The federal 
government and most states consider plants with tiny amounts — three-tenths of 
one percent or less — to be hemp. Anything above that is marijuana and illegal 
under federal law. But hemp’s THC content can change depending on its 
exposure to sunlight, moisture and different soil compositions. Choosing the right 
harvesting window is critical to ensuring it stays within acceptable THC levels. 
Under the draft USDA rules, farmers have no wiggle room. They must harvest 
within 15 days of testing their crop for THC, and the samples must be sent to a 
lab certified by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. Samples must be from 
the top of the plant, where THC levels are highest, and the final measurement 
must include not just THC, but also THCA, a nonpsychoactive component. Crops 
that test above the threshold must be destroyed. Growers with crops above one-
half of one percent would be considered in “negligent violation," and those with 
repeated violations could be suspended from farming hemp. Much of the nation’s 
hemp crop is being grown for the compound Cannabidiol, or CBD. It is marketed 
as a health and wellness aid and infused in everything from food and drinks to 
lotions, toothpaste and pet treats. About 80 percent of the 18,000 farmers 



licensed for hemp cultivation are in the CBD market, according to industry 
sources. Licenses for hemp cultivation topped a half-million acres last year. The 
remaining 20% grow hemp for its fiber, used in everything from fabric to 
construction materials, or its grain, which is added to health foods. Growers are 
concerned the government wants to use a heavy hand that could result in many 
crops failing required tests and being destroyed. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, the agency writing the rules, estimates 20% of hemp lots would fail 
under the proposed regulations. / CRIME: A 65-year-old man from Canada found 
having what investigators called a "possible drug overdose" aboard a sailboat 
loaded with jugs of liquid methamphetamine has pleaded guilty to a federal drug 
charge. Prosecutors will recommend John Stirling serve a little over seven years 
in prison as part of a plea agreement. Stirling also agreed to forfeit the sailboat. 
Stirling pleaded guilty Monday to one count of possession with intent to distribute 
methamphetamine under the Maritime Drug Law Enforcement Act. Under the Act, 
Stirling could face a maximum sentence of life in prison and a $10 million fine. / 
BUSINESS, SAFETY, CRIME: If you're still using Microsoft's Windows 7, your 
computer might soon be at risk. Microsoft will stop providing free security updates 
for the system today, meaning computers using it will be more vulnerable to 
malware and hacking. Users who want to protect their computers need to 
upgrade to Windows 10. They may also need to buy new computers because 
older machines might not be compatible with Windows 10. Tech companies 
typically phase out older systems after a number of years and focus efforts on 
updating current versions of software. Windows 7 came out in 2009. Windows 8, 
which came out in 2012, will have free support end in 2023. Windows 10 starts at 
$139 for a basic, “Home" version. Microsoft charges $200 for a “Pro" version 
meant for businesses and individuals who need its advance features. Windows 10 
comes with regular free updates for security and additional features. Although 
Windows 10 isn't likely to be phased out anytime soon, older versions will require 
those updates to keep working. / CRIME, SAFETY, POLITICS: Two men of six 
accused of inciting a riot between right-wing Patriot Prayer and left-leaning antifa 
outside a Portland pub have pleaded guilty and were sentenced. The Oregonian 
and OregonLive reports Patriot Prayer founder Joey Gibson isn't among those 
who have reached deals with prosecutors. Matthew Cooper pleaded guilty 
Monday to a charge of riot outside the now-shuttered Cider Riot pub during the 
May Day clash. In addition to the ban on attending protests, Cooper was 
sentenced to three years of probation. Christopher Ponte pleaded no contest to 
riot and was sentenced to the protesting ban, three year’ s probation and 10 days 
in jail. /  
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SCHOOLS, SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORTATION: A few more school 
closures this morning because of icy conditions and a couple dozen delays to the 
start of classes. There is a chance of rain or snow this morning on the valley floor, 
but no real accumulation expected. ; Heavy snow continues on the mountain 
passes. In severe weather, the Oregon Department of Transportation deploys all 
available tools in its winter arsenal, including plows, sanders, deicers and solid 
rock salt. Crews and equipment have been prepositioned to respond. ODOT 
crews are working 12-hour shifts around the clock. If conditions allow, crews will 
pre-treat roads with de-icer -- magnesium chloride with rust inhibitor – on area 
roads with plows and sanding trucks on standby for use as needed. ; Heavy snow 
in Southern Oregon temporarily cut communications with people at Crater Lake 
National Park. Not a lot of visitors during the winter, but the park does attract 
cross-country skiers and snowshoers and hikers. It also has a regular winter staff, 
including some who live at the administration village near the park entrance. The 
park's website notes telephone and internet service quit on Monday, forcing the 
closure of the cafe and gift shop at Rim Village. Authorities also closed the road 
from the park headquarters to Rim Village due to heavy snow. Park officials say 
they’re concentrating on keeping the southern access road to the park, from 
Klamath Falls, open to retain access for some staff members who use it to get to 
work. No one is sure exactly how much snow has fallen in the past five days. ; In 
the mountains west of Crater Lake National Park, state crews have reopened 
state Highway 62 in Southern Oregon, between Prospect and Union Creek. The 
road was closed earlier this week by heavy snow and falling trees. ; Three 
fishermen were reported cold but OK after being rescued yesterday evening from 
inside a capsized fishing vessel off the Coos Bay bar. The U.S. Coast Guard said 
the three were inside the 38-foot Pacific Miner off the jetty tip in rough bar 
conditions that included 8 to 12-foot breaking waves. It came after a Coast Guard 
Sector North Bend MH-65 Dolphin aircrew, flying on a routine training flight, 
spotted the capsized fishing vessel. Shortly after receiving that report, the Coast 
Guard received an electronic radio beacon transmission registered to the boat 
that is automatically activated when the beacon is submerged in water. Two 47-
foot Motor Life Boat crews from Coast Guard Station Coos Bay were launched to 
assist in search efforts. The three aboard the fishing boat with rescued with the 
help of local fire crews. The boat also reportedly had 300 crab on board. / 
TRANSPORTATION, GOVERNMENT: It was a chance to kick the tires and check 



out the technology. Eugene-Springfield Fire is considering adding an electric-
powered fire truck as gradually upgrades its fleet. And while electric fire trucks are 
still an emerging technology, yesterday’s demonstration was a chance to get a 
closer look at the vehicle and how it would perform. Though the fire truck is 
electric, it uses diesel to fuel the generator for its backup battery, which can run 
for about eight hours. If the engine is still at a fire scene after eight hours, more 
diesel can be added to keep the backup power supply running. Officials say 
they’ve been told the upfront purchase cost is similar to a traditional diesel truck, 
but that the operating costs are estimated to be much lower. The vehicle that was 
part of yesterday’s demonstration won’t be available for purchase for another year 
or two. / MINORITIES, GOVERNMENT: This year’s official Martin Luther King, 
Jr., holiday falls on Monday, Jan. 20. Many local observances will take place on 
that day. But Lane Community College is celebrating the civil rights leader’s 
legacy on the anniversary of King’s birthday today. The event takes place from 5-
7 p.m. in the Center for Meeting and Learning, Building 19, on Lane’s main 
campus off 30th Avenue in Eugene. LaTosha Brown, co-founded the Black Votes 
Matter campaign and is a fellow at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government, is 
the keynote speaker. The event is free and open to the public. / POLITICS, 
ENVIRONMENT, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE: A climate change bill that could 
dominate the 2020 Oregon legislative session received its first public hearing this 
week and is now being refined. It comes as lawmakers try to find a compromise 
on an issue that led to GOP senators walking out of the Capitol last year. Oregon 
Public Broadcasting reports the bill to implement a so-called cap and trade 
program in Oregon took center stage in a three-hour meeting on Monday of the 
Senate Environment and Natural Resources committee. Lawmakers are meeting 
for part of this week in regularly scheduled interim committee hearings before the 
session begins Feb. 3. / HOMELESSNESS: Salem officials are working to draft 
an emergency declaration legally allowing car camping in certain areas. It comes 
after a public hearing on the issue drew a crowd earlier this week. Homelessness 
has grown in Salem and the city is working to remove and ban camps in its 
downtown. But one study of the issue concludes that Salem’s city government 
has neither the funds nor the resources to manage a city-sponsored program. A 
privately-sponsored program — where site owners provide supervision, trash 
receptacles and access to bathrooms, similar to some efforts here in Lane County 
— was suggested as an alternative.  / DEVELOPMENT, ENVIRONMENT, 
POLITICS: The attorneys general of 15 states, including Oregon, are opposing a 
Trump administration proposal to allow rail shipments of liquefied natural gas, 
known as LNG. They argue the trains will share tracks with passenger trains and 
travel through heavily congested areas. The protesting states submitted 
comments on the proposal this week. They include Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, where the Trump administration issued a special permit in December to 
ship LNG by rail. The states say the rule would put residents, first responders and 
the environment at greater risk of catastrophic accidents. LNG shipments are 
allowed by truck, but not by rail, except for with a special permit. / LEGAL, 
CHARITY: The attorneys general of 21 states, including Oregon, have reached a 
$200,000 agreement with PayPal Charitable Giving Fund Inc. to settle complaints 
over its handling of charitable contributions through the company's online 
fundraising platform. PayPal's charitable arm agreed to pay the money to the 
National Association of Attorneys General to deposit in its charities enforcement 



and training fund. The non-profit company also agreed to better inform donors 
that it sometimes redirects their contributions to other organizations with similar 
purposes. Those behind the legal case say the new settlement ensures that every 
donor's wishes will be honored. / EDUCATION, YOUTH, HEALTH: Marijuana use 
among college students has been trending upward for years, but in states that 
have legalized recreational marijuana, use has jumped even higher. Oregon State 
University researchers crunched data from the National College Health 
Assessment survey, which between 2008 to 2018 asked young people about a 
wide range of health behaviors including drug and alcohol use and is 
administered anonymously to encourage students to respond more honestly. 
More than 850,000 students participated. The OSU study, published this week in 
the journal Addiction, shows that in states where marijuana was legalized by 
2018, both occasional and frequent use among college students continued to rise 
beyond the first year of legalization. Researchers say that suggests an ongoing 
trend rather than a brief period of experimentation. Overall, students in states with 
legal marijuana were 18 percent more likely to have used marijuana in the past 30 
days than students in states that had not legalized the drug. They were also 17 
percent more likely to have engaged in frequent use, defined as using marijuana 
on at least 20 of the past 30 days. The differences between states with and 
without legalization escalated over time: Six years after legalization in early-
adopting states, students were 46 percent more likely to have used marijuana 
than their peers in non-legalized states. Lead authors Harold Bae and David Kerr 
say this is the first study of college students to look broadly at multiple states that 
have legalized recreational marijuana and to go beyond the first year following 
legalization. Using the same dataset, they found that after legalization, students 
ages 21 and older showed a greater drop in binge drinking than their peers in 
states where marijuana was not legal. Binge drinking was defined as having five 
or more drinks in a single sitting within the previous two weeks. Binge drinking 
has been on the decline among college students in recent years but dropped 
more in states that legalized marijuana than in states that did not. / SAFETY: 
People looking for a dating relationship are sharing more than they think online—
and with more than would-be partners. A Norwegian consumer group says apps 
like Grindr, OKCupid and Tinder of leaking personal data to advertising tech 
companies, including users likes, dislikes, sexual preferences and even the 
content some in-app messages. If confirmed, that would be a violation of 
European data privacy laws. The U.S. does not have that legal level of privacy 
protection. Consumer advocates in this country means app users should think 
hard before they share personal information on such services—and know that it 
might stay be available in some online databases forever. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, EDUCATION: A few more 
school delays today because of icy conditions. Travel advisories for heavy snow 
remain on the mountain passes. In Eastern Oregon, Interstate 84 eastbound 
remains closed due to hazardous weather (snow, ice, and gusty east winds), and 
many crashes occurred in the Columbia Gorge just prior to the closure a few 
hours ago. As for the rest of Western Oregon, colder temperatures could bring 
freezing and snow levels precariously close to the valley floors late tonight and 
Friday morning as the showers move in, with snow levels perhaps lowering to 600 
feet Friday morning and remaining near 1,000 feet along the coast. It’s possible 
the Willamette Valley could wake up to a dusting of snow Friday morning. It would 
likely be between one-half inch and one-inch. But there will probably be plenty of 
people who will be missed by the snow showers and wonder what all the fuss is 
about. Temperatures will warm above freezing Friday afternoon. ; More snow 
arrived overnight on Willamette and Santiam Passes. You’ll need chains or 
traction tires—or both—if you plan to travel over the mountains. On Willamette 
Pass, the weather station reports snow flurries and three inches of overnight 
snow. There’s 76 inches of snow alongside the highway. On Santiam Pass, it’s 
snowing hard and continuously with 10 inches of new snow on the roadway and 
73 inches of roadside snow. The current temperature is 27 degrees. ; Officials 
with the Oregon Department of Transportation say you’ll need chains or traction 
tires this morning to get over a couple of mountain passes on Interstate five in 
Southern Oregon. They’re required until conditions improve on Stage Road Pass 
south of Glendale, Smith Hill Summit south of Wolf Creek, Sexton Mountain north 
of Grants Pass, and Siskiyou Summit heading into California. On Interstate 84 
through the Columbia Gorge, four inches of overnight snow near Cascade Locks 
along with icy conditions closed the eastbound lanes of the freeway for a couple 
of hours between Troutdale and Hood River—a 49-mile stretch. The lanes were 
reopened after dawn. A stretch of I-84 was also closed this morning east of 
Pendleton through the Blue Mountains to La Grande. There are also weather-
related closures and restrictions in effect between La Grande and Ontario. ; In 
Southern Oregon, Wednesday afternoon’s gusty winds created dangerous 
condition for crews working to reopen more of state Highway 62 west of Crater 
Lake National Park. Crews were trying to clear trees that had fallen under the 
weight of heavy snow during the past few days. But gusty winds began toppling 
more trees, prompting the crews to stop work for the day amid growing safety 



concerns. They’ll reevaluate the situation this morning. / TRANSPORTATION: An 
overturned semi-truck disrupted traffic early yesterday afternoon on northbound 
Interstate 5. The crash blocked one lane of the freeway just north of Coburg at 
milepost 203. / CRIME, SAFETY: Eugene Police say one person died but the 
suspect is in custody after a noontime shooting yesterday in the Kinsrow (KIHNZ’-
roh) neighborhood east of Autzen Stadium. Investigators said shortly after 9 p.m. 
that 23-year-old Alejandro Ponce (PAWN’-say) had been taken into custody. It 
came after police appealed to the public for tips and used a large number of 
officers, a K-9 unit and a drone to search the area. For several hours, they 
blocked off access to the neighborhood, not allowing residents back to their 
homes and apartments until mid-afternoon. No word from investigators on the 
victim’s identity nor details of what sparked the incident. But police say that with 
the arrest of the suspect there is no further threat to the community. / SAFETY, 
ENVIRONMENT: Three men were in good condition early Wednesday after being 
cut from inside the hull of a capsized crab boat off the Oregon coast. Their 
harrowing rescue was caught on video the night before.  The 38-foot Pacific Miner 
was flipped upside-down by large waves late Tuesday and then got caught on 
rocks in a jetty in Coos Bay.  A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter spotted the vessel 
and launched a rescue. Local fire firefighters cut through the ship's hull with saws 
and pulled the men out. A bait shop owner who posted video of the rescue says it 
was a miracle the boat didn't wash out to sea. ; A couple’s daytime outing to enjoy 
the mountain snow turned into a chilly overnight this week in Douglas County. 
Crews were dispatched after a 33-year-old Canyonville man called Tuesday to 
say he and his wife were stranded in the snow near a small lake in the Cascade 
foothills about 15 miles southeast of Glide. Deputies learned that the two left their 
residence on Monday but once they arrived at the lake, they experienced vehicle 
problems and ended up staying the night. Complicating matters, a large amount 
of snow fell on the area Monday night. On Tuesday, the husband walked several 
miles in the snow until he was able to access cellphone coverage and call 9-1-1. 
Douglas County Search and Rescue used a Snowcat and a “tracked side-by-side” 
to reach the stranded couple. But it took nine hours to get there, because the 
roadway was blocked not only by heavy snow but a number of downed trees. 
When rescue crews arrived, the couple was cold but in otherwise good condition 
and did not need medical treatment. Search and rescue experts say this is a good 
reminder to be prepared when venturing outdoors. Plan ahead for hazardous 
conditions and unexpected emergencies. Make sure you have extra food, water, 
additional warm clothing and a full-charged cell phone—but understand you might 
have to hike some distance for cellular coverage. / SPORTS: The sixth-ranked 
Oregon Ducks Women’s Basketball Team hosts Number Three Stanford in 
Matthew Knight Arena this evening (Thursday, Jan. 16). The Ducks bring a 13-2 
record into the marquee showdown. ESPN televises the game at 6 p.m. Stanford 
didn't play in Eugene last season but will do so today before what's expected to 
be a sellout crowd. Oregon is looking for its third straight regular-season Pac-12 
title, which would strengthen the case for a berth in the NCAA Tournament 
regional to be played in Portland. Last season, the Duck women reached the 
Final Four. Oregon's only losses this season are to No. 5 Louisville and No. 18 
Arizona State. Sabrina Ionescu has a chance this weekend to become the 
program's all-time leading scorer. Ionescu entered this week with 2,228 career 
points, 24 short of program record-holder Alison Lang (2,252, 1980-84). Ionescu 



already is Oregon's all-time leader in assists and three-pointers made. Stanford 
has opened the season 15-1, and 4-0 in conference play, continuing to roll along 
under legendary coach Tara VanDerveer. ; The eighth-ranked Oregon State 
Women’s Basketball Team hosts Cal Friday evening, Jan. 17, at Gill Coliseum in 
Corvallis. Tip-off is at 7 p.m. The game will be carried live on the Pac-12 Network. 
Oregon State will remain at home on Sunday, as No. 3 Stanford visits Gill. / 
CRIME: A 40-year-old Eugene man faces charges of Online Sexual Corruption of 
a child after he was arrested during a child prostitution sting. Investigators say the 
detective in the case posed as a teen girl and made an online post. Police say the 
suspect, Nathan Duane Oeming, responded to the post and agreed to a meeting 
near a local high school. Police say the detective posing as the girl had identified 
herself online as being age 15. Oeming was taken into custody by a Eugene 
Police School Resource officer and the agency’s Special Investigations Unit. The 
Register-Guard reports that he is a prominent financial manager, community 
member, fundraiser and volunteer youth basketball coach. ; In Central Oregon, a 
judge this week increased bail to $5 million for a 41-year-old Bend man whom 
authorities say posed as a teenage boy online to seek explicit photos from dozens 
of girls around the country over a period of at least four years. KTVZ-TV reports 
Keith Fyten was arrested at Chicago's O'Hare Airport as he returned from the 
Netherlands. / POLITICS, BUSINESS, ENVIRONMENT: The GOP leader in the 
Oregon Senate says there could be another walkout by Republicans over 
legislation aimed at stemming global warming. Senate Minority Leader Herman 
Baertschiger, Jr., told reporters Wednesday that a bill being prepared by 
Democrats in the Legislature, which they control, is similar to one that was 
introduced in 2019. Republicans in the Senate staged a nine-day walkout over 
that bill, denying a quorum. They returned only after Democrats realized they 
lacked votes to independently pass the measure. The draft bill would force big 
greenhouse gas emitters to obtain credits for each ton of gas they emit, and 
create an overall cap for emissions allowed in the state. / ENVIRONMENT, 
AGRICULTURE: What a difference a couple of weeks makes. Our recent heavy 
snowstorms in the mountains have boosted the Cascade snowpack close to 
normal levels. More importantly, the water content in the snow is also looking 
significantly better. The latest totals from the U.S. Natural Resources 
Conservation Services Snow Survey finds the snow-water equivalent in the 
Willamette Basin is 90 percent of normal. In late December, it stood at just 26 
percent of normal. Similar improvements are seen elsewhere across the state. 
Mountain snowpack is crucial for replenishing streams and reservoirs for farms 
and fish. As snow melts, it trickles down into creeks and rivers, sustaining healthy 
stream flows while providing irrigation water for crops and livestock. It also helps 
hydrate the mountain forests, reducing the risk of wildfires. And the snowmelt it 
feeds rivers from which many Oregon communities draw their water supply, as 
well as waterways and lakes we use for recreation. Snow-water equivalent is 
measured using what is known as a “snow pillow,” made out of a synthetic rubber 
and filled with an organic antifreeze solution. As snow falls, it compresses the 
pillow and a sensor measures the pressure in real time, which is used to calculate 
the amount of water in the snow. The data is then compared to a 30-year average 
between 1981-2010 to come up with a percent of normal. / AGRICULTURE, 
BUSINESS: A federal judge this week approved a $49 million sale of the bankrupt 
NORPAC cooperative’s three Oregon food processing facilities. But The Capital 



Press reports a union’s objection to the deal first must be resolved. The sale of 
the company’s assets affects NORPAC’s properties in Brooks, Salem and 
Stayton. The purchaser is a Michigan-based cold-storage company, Lineage 
Logistics. The deal is contingent on the cancellation of a collective bargaining 
agreement between NORPAC and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
union, or a determination that the contract is effectively terminated by the 
transaction. The Capital Press notes it’s also possible the issue will be moot if 
agribusiness entrepreneur Frank Tiegs — who plans to operate the Brooks facility 
— reaches a deal with the union before the deal closes. The NORPAC 
cooperative declared bankruptcy in August and issued notices to close to 1,400 
workers that they might be laid off. Most of NORPAC’s intellectual property, trade 
names, inventory, contracts and trademarks, were sold as part of an earlier sale 
of NORPAC's Quincy, Washington, processing plant to Oregon Potato Company. 
This month’s asset sale marks the end of the nearly 100-year-old Willamette 
Valley agricultural processor, which served generations of Willamette Valley 
growers. A further hearing on the matter has been scheduled for Jan. 24 in 
Portland, Ore. / COMMUNITY: A Portland man who accidentally washed his 
wallet in the laundry spent some time piecing together its contents—including 
several lottery tickets. Turns out it was time well-spent. Scott Moe discovered one 
of the soggy tickets had the winning numbers for the $8.4 million Oregon 
Megabucks jackpot. He said he had a couple of other tickets in his wallet that 
were pretty much pulped in the laundry. But they apparently protected the one 
with the winning numbers. He’s taking the bulk-sum option of $4.2 million, which 
is worth a bit more than $2.8 million after taxes. / ECONOMY, GOVERNMENT, 
FAMILIES:  Are you getting all of your W-2’s and receipts pulled together for filing 
your taxes? Officials with the Oregon Department of Revenue say they will begin 
processing state tax returns on Monday, January 27. That’s the same day the IRS 
begins processing federal returns. Yes, you may submit your Oregon returns 
earlier, but processing will not start until tax season officially begins. Returns will 
be processed in the order received but the Oregon Department of Revenue 
begins issuing personal income tax refunds after February 15. The “refund hold,” 
as it’s known, is part of the state’s tax fraud prevention effort. By delaying refund 
checks for a couple of weeks, officials will have more time to fight fraud and 
identity theft by confirming that the amounts claimed on returns matches what 
employers report on Forms W-2 and 1099. The IRS is also holding some federal 
tax refunds until after February 15, but only for those taxpayers claiming the 
Earned Income Tax Credit or the Additional Child Tax Credit. Officials say 2017 
changes to the federal tax code continue to go into effect. They have a direct 
impact on Oregon’s personal income tax, including changes to calculating 
withholding allowances for tax year 2019. State officials say that might may mean 
that more taxpayers might have to pay taxes or pay more taxes than usual. The 
Oregon Department of Revenue encourages you to use its online withholding 
calculator to check your state withholding and make any necessary changes to 
your 2020 withholding. Also, because of these federal tax changes, Oregon now 
has its own W-4 called Form OR-W-4. Taxpayers may request the new form from 
their employer or download it at www.oregon.gov/dor and fill it out and return it to 
their employer. It’s important to note that beginning January 1, 2020, any changes 
to your state withholding must be made using Form OR-W-4 because Oregon 
withholding is calculated using allowances, unlike the federal form. Here are a few 



other things for taxpayers to keep in mind this tax season: E-filing is the fastest 
way to get your tax refund. On average, taxpayers who e-file their returns and 
request their refund via direct deposit receive their refund sooner than those who 
file paper returns and request paper refund checks. There are many free or low-
cost preparation options available for both federal and Oregon tax returns. Some 
software companies offer free software use and e-filing for eligible taxpayers. Be 
sure to access the software through the department's website, or the company 
may not allow you to take advantage of the free offer. AARP and CASH Oregon 
provide free and low-cost tax preparation services throughout local communities. 
All Oregon taxpayers preparing their own return can file electronically at no cost 
using Oregon’s free fillable forms. For more information, visit www.oregon.gov/dor 
and click on “Free tax preparation services” under “More Topics” on the 
department’s homepage. Employers must file their income tax withholding returns 
and reports and remit the income tax withheld from their employees’ paychecks 
by January 31. The department uses these returns and reports to validate the 
information on employees’ tax returns. Submitting returns and reports by the 
deadline helps ensure any personal income tax refunds owed to their employees 
won’t be delayed. / TRIBES, ENVIRONMENT: The Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation broke ground this month on a long-awaited hatchery 
in the Walla Walla River basin. During the event at the South Fork Walla Walla 
Chinook salmon spawning facility outside Milton-Freewater, tribal officials said 
that the spring Chinook hatchery is anticipated to open in the spring of 2021. The 
project, with a budget of more than $20 million, is funded by the Bonneville Power 
Administration. /  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
01/17/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 

 
ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

 
ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY, EDUCATION: Only a couple of 
school delays due to icy conditions this morning.  Temperatures are hovering at 
or near freezing in some areas, where any moisture on the roadways could 
freeze, creating slick spots. The highest potential for icy pavement will be on rural 
roads and other less-traveled roadways through forested areas. In addition, 
scattered showers this morning will bring potential for minor snow accumulations. 
The snow level will lower tonight, with snow falling down to the lowest elevations. 
Snow accumulations of an inch or less are possible, though most areas will see 
just a dusting of snow or perhaps none at all. ; The overnight break in the weather 
gave road crews an opportunity to get the mountain passes in better shape: 
Santiam Pass is reporting packed snow and snow flurries. You’ll want to use tire 
chains or traction tires to get over the mountains. The temperature at 5:30 a.m. 
was 21 degrees. On Willamette Pass, it’s partly cloudy with snow showers and 
packed snow on the highway surface. Chains or traction tires are required. It’s 20 
degrees on the Cascade pass this morning. Highway 97 through Bend, Redmond 
and La Pine has packed snow and ice. It’s 19 degrees in Central Oregon this 
morning. If you’re taking Interstate Five into Southern Oregon: It’s just above 
freezing on Canyon Creek Pass, south of Canyonville. There are some icy spots 
as the slushy snowpack breaks up. Same thing on Sexton Mountain. And there 
are spots of ice on Siskiyou summit for drivers heading to and from California. / 
SPORTS: It was a statement win in Eugene yesterday evening. Sabrina Ionescu 
had a career-high 37 points to become Oregon's all-time leading scorer as the 
sixth-ranked Ducks handed No. 3 Stanford its first conference loss with an 87-55 
victory at Matthew Knight Arena. Ionescu went into the game needing 24 points to 
surpass Oregon career leader Alison Lang. When the record was announced on 
the video scoreboard, the crowd of 12,218 roared and surged to its feet to give 
the senior guard a standing ovation. The two teams battled for dominance during 
the first half before Oregon broke away in the third period and never looked back, 
winning by 32 points to make a case for a return to the Top 5 in next week’s AP 
Women’s College Basketball Poll. The Duck women host Cal on Sunday at Matt 
Knight. The game tips off at 2 p.m. and will be carried by the Pac-12 Network. ; 
The eighth-ranked Oregon State Women’s Basketball Team hosts Cal Friday 
evening, Jan. 17, at Gill Coliseum in Corvallis. Tip-off is at 7 p.m. The game will 
be carried live on the Pac-12 Network. Oregon State is at home on Sunday, as 
No. 3 Stanford visits Gill. ; A setback for the Duck men. Washington State 



surprised No. 8 Oregon 72-61 in Pullman. ; Washington beat Oregon State last 
night in Seattle, 64-56. It was a big letdown for the Beavs after last Sunday’s 
impressive home win over Arizona. / CRIME: Eugene Police yesterday released 
the name of the person who was killed during Wednesday’s shooting in the 
Kinsrow (KIHNZ’-roh) neighborhood east of Autzen Stadium. They say the victim 
was 23-year-old Blake Schaufler of Eugene. No one else was injured or wounded 
during the incident.  The suspect, 23-year-old Alejandro Ponce (PAWN’-say), 
turned himself in to police Wednesday night and was charged with Second-
Degree Murder. Police have not said what sparked the shooting and that since it 
is still an active investigation, they’re not releasing additional details at this time. 
But after the suspect was arrested, they noted there was no further threat to the 
community. / SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: Thank you to everyone who joined 
the Road Crew yesterday morning to provides updates associated with the two-
vehicle rollover crash on Eugene’s West 1st Avenue near Cap Court. It was a fatal 
accident and the Eugene Police Major Collision Investigations team responded to 
the scene. The crash occurred around 7:15 yesterday morning when police say a 
westbound silver Jeep Liberty collided with an eastbound Dodge Ram 3500. 
Police are investigating the possibility the Jeep crossed out of its lane of travel. 
The Jeep’s driver died in the crash. Their name has not been released. No word 
on the condition of the driver of the other vehicle, who was its only occupant. The 
roadway was closed for several hours during yesterday’s investigation. / 
TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY, GOVERNMENT: A government committee 
reviewing how the Federal Aviation Administration certifies new passenger planes 
for flight has determined that the system is safe and effective but that small 
changes need to be made. The findings conflict with those of lawmakers who are 
investigating the crashes. The incidents involving Boeing 737 Max jets killed 346 
people overseas. In this week’s report, the panel gave high marks overall to 
FAA’s process for certifying planes, which allows the feds to delegate some 
inspections to the manufacturers of the aircraft. But Oregon Congressman Peter 
DeFazio, who heads the House Transportation Committee that is investigating 
Boeing, says his panel’s investigation has already found multiple instances in 
which the certification process failed. / BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: The U.S. 
Senate yesterday overwhelmingly approved a new North American trade 
agreement that rewrites the rules of trade with Canada and Mexico. Once it’s 
signed by the president, the measure will replace the 25-year-old North American 
Free Trade Agreement, known as NAFTA. NAFTA which tore down most trade 
barriers and triggered a surge in trade. But President Trump and other critics 
blamed that pact for encouraging U.S. companies to move their manufacturing 
plants south of the border to take advantage of lower-wage laborers. Passage of 
the trade bill came one day after Trump signed a new trade agreement with 
China, easing trade tensions between the economic powers. Mexico has 
approved the revised trade deal. Canada is expected to do so in coming months. 
Oregon U.S. Senator Ron Wyden says the new trade deal is the first real 
measure of certainty and predictability on trade that American workers and 
businesses have gotten since the beginning of the Trump administration. Wyden 
notes it has the strongest enforcement system ever written into a trade agreement 
and praised the bill’s inclusion of digital trade policy to protect U.S. businesses’ 
intellectual property, plus its added environmental protection standards. In 
Oregon, Wyden says one in four jobs depends on trade and that more than 6,000 



Oregon businesses are exporters, the vast majority of them are small- and 
medium-sized. He adds that the “new NAFTA” will benefit Oregon agriculture, 
from wheat and dairy exports to wine. / ELECTIONS: A judge in Marion County 
has ordered the secretary of state to process two clean energy ballot initiatives 
that environmentalists want to bring before voters in November. It comes after 
Bev Clarno rejected them earlier. Clarno, a Republican, had said the ballot 
initiatives violated a state requirement that legislative measures stick to a single 
subject. But the Marion County judge said she was wrong. Backers of the 
initiatives say they will move ahead with gathering signatures for the proposed 
measures after they undergo a required step with the attorney general. / CRIME: 
A 39-year-old Winchester Bay man was sentenced this week in Eugene federal 
court to 18 months in prison and two year’s supervised release after a drunken 
assault on a commercial fishing boat that left his then-girlfriend badly injured. 
Brandon Michael Vanderploeg pleaded guilty last year in connection with the 
2018 assault on the vessel when it was 17 miles off the Oregon coast. The attack 
left the woman a three-inch laceration to her right cheek, a depressed nasal 
fracture, multiple contusions to her knees and arms, and a cervical strain. She 
told Coast Guard investigators when they boarded that Vanderploeg had 
assaulted her on several occasions since the vessel left Winchester Bay. In the 
final assault, she said he held her down, punched her repeated in the face, head-
butted her in the nose, and slammed her head on a tool box. The Coast Guard 
crew reported a strong smell of alcohol coming from the man when they boarded. 
Vanderploeg has a blood alcohol concentration above point-one-eight (.183). 
That’s more than four times the legal limit for a person operating a commercial 
vessel. As part of his plea agreement, Vanderploeg agreed to pay full restitution 
to his victim as ordered by the court. The court will determine that amount at a 
future hearing. ; Police say the estranged husband of a missing Albany woman is 
now a person of interest in their investigation. 37-year-old Tiffany Lazon was 
reported missing Jan. 8 by her daughter. Police said Thursday that Craig Lazon is 
the last person known to have had contact with her in late December. Police say 
he told them Jan. 9 that he didn't know where Tiffany was and thought she moved 
to Washington state. Late Tuesday, Craig Lazon was arrested on charges 
connected with Tiffany's cat, which was found in a storage locker without food or 
water. Tiffany Lazon is described as 5-foot-5 and 115 pounds, with blonde hair 
and glasses. / ENVIRONMENT, LEGAL: Eight state and national health and 
environment groups are asking the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to take 
emergency action because they say Oregon regulators have failed to curb nitrate 
contamination in drinking water sources near large dairies and feedlots. The 
groups filed a Safe Drinking Water Act petition with the EPA Thursday, saying the 
contamination presents an imminent and substantial endangerment to the health 
of the residents of Oregon’s Lower Umatilla Basin. It asks for six specific fixes, 
including supplying free drinking water to affected residents in the area — which 
includes Hermiston, Boardman and Irrigon. / ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY: A 
panel commissioned by Gov. Kate Brown aiming to improve recreation in 
Oregon’s outdoors suggests creating an Oregon Outdoors Pass and getting more 
diversity in wild spaces. The 33-person Governor’s Task Force on the Outdoors 
released a draft report Thursday. The Statesman Journal reports the goal is to 
recommend to Gov. Kate Brown policies, legislation and initiatives that would 
boost Oregon's recreation economy, improve resources, and boost outdoor 



participation, especially among youth and underserved communities. / SAFETY, 
ENVIRONMENT: The mother of two young children who drowned off the Oregon 
coast when a rogue wave swept them into the Pacific Ocean posted a statement 
on social media earlier this week thanking supporters for their prayers and 
messages. Jamie Stiles of Portland wrote that she is "not ok right now" but is in 
treatment. Her children, 7-year-old Lola and 4-year-old William, drowned last 
Saturday on Oregon's northern coast when heavy surf swept them into the ocean 
as they walked on a beach path. Stiles' husband, Jeremy, survived and is 
recovering in a hospital. ; Authorities say a woman died in a snowmobile crash in 
northeastern Oregon while trying to traverse winter weather conditions to her 
home near Weston. The East Oregonian reports the 58-year-old was found dead 
shortly before 6 p.m. Wednesday. Family members say she had parked at her 
mother's house and was snowmobiling to her home because of poor road 
conditions. When a worried family member went to look for her they discovered 
the crash. /  
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MINORITIES, RACISM, COMMUNITY: This morning, participants begin gathering 
at 9:00 a.m. outside PK Park and the North Gate of Autzen Stadium for the 
annual Martin Luther King, Jr., march. It’s sponsored by the City of Eugene and 
the local chapter of the NAACP. Free parking is available across MLK Boulevard 
at the Serbu Center. At 10:00 a.m., the marchers begin making their way 
downtown to the Shedd Institute at Broadway and High Streets. The program will 
wrap up before noon. Organizers say the activities will honor civil rights and also 
women’s rights since 2020 is the 100th anniversary of U.S. women gaining the 
right to vote. Organizers say that Black women didn't receive the full right to vote 
until passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and that continue efforts to 
increase participation. ; The 22nd Annual Springfield Martin Luther King, Jr., 
March & Celebration showcases the achievements and talents of local students. It 
also recognizes the work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the progress of the 
civil rights movement. The theme for this year’s event is “Justice for Everyone.” 
The MLK March for Justice and Equality begins at 1 p.m. at the Springfield 
Justice Center at 230 4th Street: There will be a reception from 1:30-2:00 p.m. 
and celebration from 2:00-3:30 p.m. at Springfield High School, 875 7th Street. 
The Keynote Speakers for this event will be the winners of the high school speech 
contest. This free, family event is organized by Springfield Alliance for Equity and 
Respect (SAfER, which is a program of Community Alliance of Lane County or 
CALC), with co-sponsorship from Springfield Public Schools, the City of 
Springfield, Willamalane Parks and Recreation District, Lane County 
Commissioners Joe Berney and Heather Buch, Oregon Community Credit Union, 
SELCO, and Springfield Education Association.  ; Volunteers are needed for 
today’sMLK holiday tree planting event from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Westmoreland 
Park. The City of Eugene Parks and Open Space volunteer program is partnering 
with Friends of Trees to improve the environment, community, and economy by 
planting trees. Trees bring many benefits to a park including: removing excess 
carbon from the air helping to prevent against climate change, reducing water 
runoff into the streets improving the water quality, and providing shade to cool the 
environment. This is a family-friendly event and no experience necessary. Parks 
and Open Space will provide tools, gloves and refreshments. Volunteer groups of 
any size are encouraged to come. ; On this Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the 
National Park Service, Forest Service, and Bureau of Land Management are 
holding their first Fee-Free Day of 2020. It’s part of an effort to encourage 



Americans to visit and explore America’s public lands. On fee-free days, site-
specific standard amenity and day-use fees at federal recreation sites and areas 
are waived. Other fees, such as overnight camping, cabin rentals, group day use, 
and use of special areas, remain in effect. Federally managed public lands offer a 
wide array of recreational opportunities, including history, sightseeing, hiking, 
hunting, fishing, camping, mountain biking, horseback riding, boating, whitewater 
rafting, off-highway vehicle driving, rock climbing, and more. These recreational 
sites attract hundreds of millions of visits annually, employ hundreds of thousands 
of people and contribute billions of dollars to the U.S. economy. / SPORTS, 
COMMUNITY: Another day, another set of terrific performances for members of 
the Oregon Women’s Basketball team: Sabrina Ionescu tied the conference 
career record for assists—set by former OSU star Gary Payton—Satou Sabally 
scored 31 points, and Erin Boley got her three-point groove back, as the No. 6 
Ducks rolled to a 105-52 rout of California. ; The Oregon State women, meantime, 
had a tough loss to Stanford in Corvallis, 61-58. ; This is Women’s Civil War 
Week. The Ducks host the No. 8 Beavs on Friday at the Matthew Knight Arena, 
then visit Corvallis on Sunday afternoon. Tip-off is at 7 p.m. on the Pac-12 
Network. Sunday’s game at Gill Coliseum in Corvallis is being broadcast at 1 p.m. 
on ESPN. Both games are sold out with a brisk verified resale business through 
Ticketmaster and Stubhub with seats at Matt Knight and listed for anywhere from 
$35 to upwards of $600 dollars. ; As for the Oregon men, on Saturday Payton 
Pritchard hit his sixth 3-pointer of the game with 3.4 seconds left in overtime and 
No. 8 Oregon rallied to stun Washington in Seattle, 64-61. ; Washington State 
beat the Oregon State men 89-76 on Saturday in Pullman. / SAFETY, 
BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT: Officials with Oregon OSHA, the state’s 
occupational health and safety agency, are investigating after a contract worker 
died Saturday during construction work on Eugene’s Beltline Highway. It 
happened during work under the Delta Highway overpass. Oregon Department of 
Transportation officials confirmed the accident and suspended work on the site 
until Sunday night. / POLITICS, ENVIRONMENT, BUSINESS: Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown and the speaker of the House of Representatives, both Democrats, say 
passing legislation aimed at stemming global warming is their priority when 
lawmakers return to the Capitol next month. But the leader of the minority 
Republicans in the House said she opposes such moves, saying it only 
guarantees that prices for individual Oregonians will go up. Their comments at an 
Associated Press forum in the Oregon State Capitol on Friday foreshadowed a 
fight over the same issue that in the 2019 legislative session triggered a walkout 
by Republican senators. gases 45% below 1990 levels by 2035. ; Attorneys for 
the youth climate activists suing the federal government say their case is “far from 
over.” On Friday, a three-member panel of the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
dismissed a lawsuit by the 21 young people, who claim the U.S. government's 
climate policy harms them and jeopardizes their future. The Oregon-based youth 
advocacy group, Our Children's Trust, filed a lawsuit in 2015 on behalf of the 
young people, seeking an injunction ordering the government to implement a plan 
to phase out fossil fuel emissions and draw down atmospheric carbon dioxide 
emission. But in Friday’s opinion, the three-judge panel said that while the 
plaintiffs make a compelling case, the issues they raise should be decided by 
other branches of the federal government. / BUSINESS: A report has found 
marijuana sales in Oregon among retail outlets located close to the Idaho state 



line are 420 percent the statewide average. Sounds like a cannabis joke with the 
4-20 reference, but the numbers come from the Oregon Office of Economic 
Analysis, which released the report Friday. It found Idaho residents are 
purchasing recreational marijuana products in Oregon because they remain illegal 
in Idaho. Idaho now borders three states that have legalized recreational 
marijuana sales: Oregon, Washington and Nevada. Advocates for legalizing 
medical cannabis in Idaho are collecting signatures to land an initiative on their 
state’s general election ballot. / ENVIRONMENT, UTILITIES: The clean-up from 
last week’s snowstorms in Southern Oregon’s Josephine County continued over 
the weekend. Pacific Power restored service to approximately 1,500 customers 
Sunday as crews continued to clear downed trees and making repairs. Nearly 
1,500 customers remain without power due to damaged lines and equipment from 
last Thursday’s winter storm. At its peak, it left more than Southern Oregon 
18,000 customers without service. The main challenge at this point are the 
hundreds of single outages spread across 60 to 70 miles with many of those 
single outages in outlying areas. Over 300 Pacific Power personnel will continue 
to work through the night and into next week to return service to all impacted 
customers. /  
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SPORTS: A move up for the Oregon Women’s Basketball team after Friday’s big 
win over Stanford and Sunday’s romp over Cal. They move from Number 6 to 
Number Four. South Carolina still sits atop The Associated Press women’s 
basketball poll, with Baylor in second place. UConn moved up to third after 
previous No. 3 Stanford lost to Oregon by 32 points. With the Ducks at No. 4, 
Louisville came in at fifth, followed by Stanford at sixth. Oregon State moved up a 
notch to Number Seven, meaning it will be the Number Four Ducks versus the 
Number Seven Beavs this week for their back-to-back Civil War basketball 
games. The first of the two-sold-out contests is Friday at Matthew Knight Arena in 
Eugene, with the second game Sunday afternoon at Gill Coliseum in Corvallis. As 
for other Pac-12 teams in the Top 25 poll: UCLA is Number 10 this week, Arizona 
State is Number 16 and Arizona is Number 18. ; The Duck men, meantime, are 
ranked Number 12 this week in the AP Top 25 poll. / EDUCATION, 
DEVELOPMENT: In 2018, voters approved a bond issue for the Eugene Public 
Schools that will, among other things, pay for construction of a new North Eugene 
High School. How will it look? What will it contain? On Tuesday, January 21, the 
district and the project’s architects want to hear from you. The community is 
invited to attend the “Design Open House” on Tuesday at 6 p.m. at North Eugene 
High School. The architectural team will share the early design concepts and give 
you the chance to share your thoughts. The new North Eugene High School will 
serve generations of students and feature updated construction and educational 
technology. For more information about the Eugene School District bond measure 
or to sign up for updates, visit 4j.lane.edu/bond / SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: 
Company officials yesterday released the name of the worker killed Saturday 
morning during construction work on the Beltline Highway at the Delta Highway 
interchange. They say Steve Smith, who was in his mid-60s, had worked for 
Hamilton Construction for close to a decade. Officials with Oregon OHSA, the 
state’s workplace safety agency, are investigating and have not released details 
of what led to the accident. / CRIME, RACISM: Jury selection begins this morning 
in the murder trial of a Portland man charged with fatally stabbing two men and 
severely wounding a third on a Portland light-trail train in May of 2017. Jeremy 
Christian allegedly stabbed the men after the victims tried to intervene as 
Christian spewed anti-Muslim threats at two black teenage girls, one of whom 
was wearing a Muslim head covering. After the girls moved away from Christian, 
a detective said Christian got into a verbal confrontation and shoving match with 



the other passengers, inflicting 11 stab wounds in 11 seconds. Weeks before the 
incident, investigators say Christian—who had described himself as a “white 
nationalist”—was seen at a right-wing rally making racist comments and 
delivering a Nazi salute. / CRIME: Eugene Police say they seized drugs, stolen 
property and arrested five people when they served a search warrant Friday at a 
pair of problem houses in the Bethel-Danebo area. Investigators say the 
residences in the 4200 block of Royal Avenue have been the subject of numerous 
complaints about frequent short-stay traffic, trespassing, harassment, and other 
issues. During their search, police say they located more than 15 pounds of 
marijuana, Butane Honey Oil lab materials, slightly more than 10 grams of Heroin, 
seven grams of Methamphetamine, stolen bicycles, a stolen scooter, and a stolen 
drill. The four men and one woman arrested ranged in age from 35 to 55. After 
the search and arrests, Eugene Code Compliance officers and members of 
Northwest Hazmat boarded up both houses, which they said had numerous 
health and safety violations. EWEB also cut power to both buildings. The 
suspects are: Brian Keith Pate, age 55, of Eugene, was charged with Delivery of 
a Controlled Substance and Possession of a Controlled Substance 
Methamphetamine, Delivery of a Controlled Substance and Possession of a 
Controlled Substance Heroin, two counts of Felon in Possession Restricted 
Weapon, Possession of a Controlled Substance Marijuana, Unlawful Manufacture 
Marijuana (Butane Honey Oil); Stephen Todd Kinkade, age 35, no address, was 
charged with Possession of a Controlled Substance - Methamphetamine, and 
Frequenting a Place Drugs are used; Maurice John Roberts, age 50, of Eugene 
was charged with Probation Violation - Possession of a Controlled Substance 
Methamphetamine ; Raven Crystal Marcotti, age 37, of Eugene, was charged with 
Possession of a Controlled Substance Methamphetamine, and a Warrant for 
Delivery of a Controlled Substance Heroin; and Jose Luis Roberts, age 55, of 
Eugene, was charged with Assault in the Second Degree, Assault in the Third 
Degree, and Possession of a Controlled Substance Methamphetamine. / 
HOMELESSNESS: In the Portland area, a new effort to provide transitional 
housing for the homeless aims to serve 300 homeless, medically vulnerable 
seniors by the end of this year. Kaiser Permanente Northwest is funding the $5.1 
million project. Backers of the effort say homeless seniors often are dealing with 
chronic diseases and other complex health issues. But without a safe, stable 
place to call home, coordinators say it’s nearly impossible to focus on basic health 
and medical needs. The “Metro 300” initiative pools contributions health care, 
philanthropic and business partners, and will be administered by the Portland 
area’s Medicaid provider. The effort is modeled on a similar program in Oakland, 
California, that housed 515 homeless seniors last year. / GOVERNMENT: The 
search for the City of Springfield’s next city manager moves forward this week as 
council members meet in a non-public “executive session” to discuss their three 
finalists. The three are: Nancy Newton, the assistant county executive and chief 
operating officer for Sacramento County, California. Prior to that, she worked for 
Clackamas County, Oregon; Raymond Lee, the Public Works Director for the City 
of Amarillo, Texas. Before that, he worked for various departments for the City of 
Dallas, Texas; and Robert Wood, who served most recently served as City 
Administrator for the City of West Lake Hills, Texas, and prior to that was with the 
City of Flatonia, Texas. This is the second round of finalists after Springfield City 
Council members decided in July to extend their search. Gino Grimaldi retired at 



the end of June. / SAFETY, FAMILIES: Saydie Reedy was doing dishes last 
Wednesday and hadn't heard anything from her kids for two minutes. Parents 
know the drill. KMTR reports she was getting ready to go check on the boys when 
her oldest came running calmly saying “baby in.” That’s when the mom started 
looking for her 10-month-old son, Kolson. She told a reporter from KMTR that she 
searched the whole house, then noticed a vent gate was pulled up. The family is 
in the process of renovating a 1920's home with heating vents in the floor. She 
suspected her 3-year-old son Jackson pulled up the vent cover. She couldn’t hear 
anything down the vent but called 911 while she dealt with a growing sense of 
panic. Coburg police and fire personnel were there in minutes and found Kolson 8 
feet down the vent in the duct work of the house. Kolson wasn't crying and 
seemed more annoyed about being dislodged from the duct, according to his 
mother. / HEALTH, POLITICS: The U.S. Supreme Court is refusing to consider a 
fast-track review of a lawsuit that threatens the Affordable Care Act, the Obama-
era health care law. That makes it highly unlikely that the justices will decide the 
case before the 2020 election. Last month, a federal appeals court has struck 
down “Obamacare’s” already-weakened requirement that Americans carry health 
insurance. But the court sidestepped a ruling on the law’s overall constitutionality, 
meaning the law remains in effect for now. The high court this morning denied a 
request by 20 mainly Democratic states and the Democratic-led House of 
Representatives to decide quickly on a lower-court ruling that declared part of the 
statute unconstitutional and cast a cloud over the rest. Defenders of the 
Affordable Care Act argued that litigation should not drag on for months or years 
in lower courts. The ultimate fate of the rest of the Affordable Care Act remains 
unclear. The lower court ruling made no decision on such popular provisions as 
protections for people with preexisting conditions, Medicaid expansion, and 
coverage for young adults up to age 26 on their parents’ policies. / 
AGRICULTURE, CRIME: Authorities are investigating the theft of nearly 100 
beehives from an orchard in northern California. Oregon beekeeper Mike Potts 
says his beehives were being used to pollinate almond orchards and were 
reported missing on Friday. He says the 92 hives made up about one-third of his 
operation and could cost him an estimated $44,000 in revenue. Given the weight 
of the hives and the boxes that hold them, Potts thinks the thief may have hauled 
them away on a flatbed truck. Potts suspects another beekeeper who lost bees 
could be responsible for the theft, someone who might have stolen hives before. 
Beehive theft is not uncommon in California, where farmers pay big bucks to 
ensure their crops are pollinated. In recent years, federal investigators arrested 
and prosecuted participants in an organized crime ring who would steal the hives, 
repaint the boxes with their logo, then use them for rental. / SAFETY, 
TRANSPORTATION: The Oregonian and OregonLive is reporting that a Portland 
International Airport traveler decided he needed a bigger screen for his video 
games Thursday. And he found one. It just happened to already be a monitor 
used for official airport business. According to Port of Portland spokesperson 
Kama Simonds, who spoke with KXL News Thursday morning, early in the 
morning, a traveler plugged his Playstation 4 into a monitor that showed a map of 
the airport. “That is obviously something that we don’t want to have happened,” 
Simonds told the radio station, “because travelers need the information that we 
are putting on the screens for them.” Operations supervisors approached the 
gamer, Simonds said, “and very kindly asked this person to unplug and cease 



using the monitors at the airport.” According to Simonds, the man asked “very 
politely” if he could finish his game. Sadly for him, the answer was no. “Apparently 
it was a very polite and cordial interaction,” Simonds said, calling it “a good 
reminder of what not to do at the airport.” / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Pacific 
Power restored service to approximately 1,000 customers Sunday night– bringing 
the remaining customer count to approximately 500 – as crews made further 
progress clearing downed trees and making repairs. Damage from the destructive 
Jan. 16 winter storm left over 18,000 customers without service at its peak. 
Pacific Power crews expect to see good restoration progress throughout today. 
The remaining pockets of outages are spread out from an area north of Grants 
Pass to south of Cave Junction, concentrated in the west side of Josephine 
County. Similar to previous days, repair work is taking place in difficult to reach, 
remote areas. Estimates put full restoration by the end of today or possibly 
Wednesday for certain individual customers with a large majority of the remaining 
500 customers impacted by the winter storm outages having service returned by 
late Monday evening. / HEALTH: Face masks are selling out and temperature 
checks at airports are the new norm as China tries to control the outbreak of a 
new virus that has reached four other countries and territories and threatens to 
spread further during the Lunar New Year travel rush. Anxiety is growing both at 
home and abroad after a Chinese government expert confirmed fears that the 
new type of coronavirus can spread from human to human. Six people have died 
and 291 have been infected in China. ; The head of the Chinese team 
investigating a new coronavirus outbreak says human-to-human transmission has 
been confirmed in two cases in southern China where people caught the illness 
from family members. It comes as authorities said a fourth person has died from 
the virus, which has sickened more than 200. The outbreak is believed to have 
started from people who picked it up at a fresh food market in the city of Wuhan in 
central China. But global health authorities are monitoring the outbreak as tens of 
millions of Chinese head outside the country at the start of the Lunar New Year 
travel rush. They fear human-to-human transmission will cause the virus to 
spread more quickly. With a handful of cases now reported in other Asian nations, 
U.S. officials on Friday began screening arriving passengers from China’s central 
city of Wuhan who are arriving on flights at Los Angeles, San Francisco and New 
York’s JFK airports. / LEGAL, HEALTH: The U.S. Supreme Court has declined to 
take a case stemming from the 2014 water crisis in Flint, Michigan. The case the 
justices turned away without comment involves a lawsuit against the city and 
water regulators. Approximately 25,000 people have sued over the crisis, in which 
a change in the source of the city's water resulted in lead contamination. The 
lawsuit claims the officials failed to protect residents from a foreseeable risk of 
harm. The city and officials have argued they should be immune from being sued, 
but lower courts have disagreed. The lawsuit and others like it are expected to go 
forward in lower courts. / HEALTH, POLITICS: Alarmed by a deadly new twist in 
the nation's drug addiction crisis, the government will allow states to use federal 
money earmarked for the opioid epidemic to help growing numbers of people 
struggling with meth and cocaine. The little-noticed change is buried in a massive 
spending bill passed by Congress late last year. Pressed by constituents and 
state officials, lawmakers of both parties and the Trump administration agreed to 
broaden the scope of a $1.5 billion grant program previously restricted to the 
opioid crisis. Starting this year states can also use those federal dollars to counter 



addiction to “stimulants,” a term the government uses for methamphetamine and 
cocaine. Officials in many states say meth and cocaine are making a comeback 
and they are more potent than they were during the last wave. They work to 
prevent addiction, get drug-dependent people into treatment, and support them in 
recovery. Close to 68,000 people died of drug overdoses in the U.S. in 2018, with 
opioids involved in about two-thirds of the cases. Opioids are a drug class that 
includes fentanyl, heroin, certain prescription painkillers, and various chemical 
combinations concocted for street sales. /  
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SAFETY: Eugene Police are on scene of a traffic crash in the 500 block of East 
4th Avenue, by the old EWEB building and the Ferry Street Bridge. A large semi 
crash is blocking the roadway and motorists are encouraged to avoid the area 
during the morning commute. It will take some time to clear the roadway. The 
Ferry Street Bridge remains open during the morning commute. Loren Ruark from 
KVAL joined the Road Crew this morning. He says the semi-truck’s driver is from 
Central Oregon, was not familiar with the area, and made a turn that struck a 
concrete barrier and took out a utility pole. / TRANSPORTATION: Good news for 
Lane Transit District riders in South Lane County. LTD is returning full service on 
Route 98 which travels between Cottage Grove to Creswell and Eugene. The 
change begins on Sunday, February 2. In Cottage Grove, the Route 98 bus will 
travel from Walmart through the center of town before departing for Creswell, 
Lane Community College, and the Downtown Eugene Station seven days a week. 
This is in addition to the LTD Connector, the mobility-on-demand pilot program in 
Cottage Grove. It continues to operate Monday through Friday, from 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. One other big change for Lane Transit’s schedule on February 2: Bus 
riders will no longer need to transfer between EmX buses in Springfield if they 
wish to travel to or from west Eugene and the Gateway area during peak times on 
weekdays. The Gateway and Eugene lines are again being combined into a 
single route with departures every 10-minutes from the Springfield and 
Commerce Stations. EmX is also returning to its 20-minute service schedule in 
the Gateway loop area. / DEVELOPMENT, LOW-INCOME: City officials say 
construction activity in Eugene remained robust during 2019, a big uptick from the 
start of the decade when the housing market was reeling from the effects of the 
recession. A report from Eugene’s Building and Permit Services division notes 
officials last year issued building permits for a total of 797 multi-family and single-
family housing units, the second-highest total of the last five years. The number 
was better than double the 413 permits issued in 2010. Over the course of the 
decade, the city approved permits for more than 8,300 housing units. Major 
projects that began in 2019 include Ferry Street Manor, a 50-unit apartment 
building on the east edge of downtown. Work is underway on Gordon Lofts, a 
127-unit apartment building that is part of the Fifth Street Public Market 
expansion, and the adjoining Market District Commons by Homes For Good, 
Lane County’s public housing agency, which will provide 49 units of affordable 
housing. Homes for Good also is building The Commons on MLK, a 51-unit 



“housing first” complex with support services. Two other affordable housing 
complexes are scheduled to start this year: Taney Place, 48-units in west Eugene 
by Homes for Good, and Iris Place, a 52-unit complex by St. Vincent de Paul, on 
River Road. / ELECTIONS, EDUCATION: Supporters say the money would fund 
critical safety and security upgrades, bring learning facilities and labs into the 21st 
century, improve and increase career and workforce training facilities for growing 
programs such as health professions, and bringing a much-used dental clinic 
back to the main campus. The Lane Community College Board of Education and 
supporters unveiled the campaign to support a $121.5 million bond measure. It is 
Lane’s first request to voters in a decade and will appear on the May ballot. LCC 
supporters say they’re also working to secure state matching grants to help pay 
for seismic improvements to campus buildings. More information about the LCC 
bond and how it will support education and training services is available online at 
lanecc.edu/bond / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Unstable weather on the Oregon 
Coast yesterday led to reports of an offshore water spout near Depoe Bay and, 
farther north, a spout that came ashore and caused minor damage in the northern 
coastal town of Manzanita. Tillamook County’s emergency manager said reports 
began coming in a little after 11 a.m. about what officials believe was an EF-0 
tornado with winds between 65 and 70 mph. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
shared images of minor damage to siding on one home and crushed patio 
furniture at another. The Tillamook Headlight Herald reported the wind gusts 
triggered some home fire alarms. It’s not the first tornado in Manzanita in recent 
years. In 2016, another water spout came ashore with winds estimated at 125-
130 miles per hour. / HOMELESSNESS: The Oregon Legislature might be poised 
to make its most significant investment to relieve the effects of a statewide 
homelessness crisis. The Oregonian and OregonLive quote House Speaker Tina 
Kotek, who says she is preparing a bill that would allocate $40 million to create 
new shelters. She says the plan would declare a “homelessness state of 
emergency” and allow local governments to bypass zoning restrictions when 
siting shelters and other critically needed space for homeless people to escape 
the elements. She also wants the state to provide money to create and operate 
such places. Backers say Oregon lawmakers have invested unprecedented 
amounts in building and preserving affordable housing, but that the state has 
spent little on people who have already lost their housing. Kotek said in an 
interview Friday that the money would largely go toward getting year-round 
shelters on the ground by fall in communities around the state that have zero or 
little capacity. The rest would be used for rapid rehousing -- finding housing 
quickly for people who either have lost or are on the verge of losing their current 
housing -- and public hygiene facilities aimed at homeless people. / RACISM, 
CRIME: The murder trial for a man charged with the 2017 fatal stabbing of two 
men and severe wounding of a third on a Portland light-trail train got underway 
yesterday with jury selection. Prosecutors say the attack occurred when 
bystanders tried to intervene as the suspect, Jeremy Christian, hurled racist and 
anti-Muslim slurs at two black teens, including one who was wearing a Muslim 
head covering. Weeks before the incident, investigators say the now 37-year-old 
Christian—who had described himself as a “white nationalist”—was seen at a 
right-wing rally making racist comments and delivering a Nazi salute. / CRIME: 
The husband of a missing Albany woman is facing murder charges after 
investigators say they made a grisly discovery. 37-year old Tiffany Marie Lazon 



was last seen on December 27 and suspicion focused on her husband, Craig, 
after her cat was found locked without food or water in a storage unit that 
investigators say he rented. Detectives say they recently learned that Craig Lazon 
had borrowed a battery-operated circular saw from a friend and returned the saw 
several days later. After conducting forensic tests on the power tool, they 
discovered body tissue and blood which they matched Tiffany Lazon’s DNA. 
Investigators believe she is dead and yesterday afternoon charged Craig Lazon 
with murder. Albany Police continue to ask anyone with information about the 
case to contact them. / MILITARY, ENVIRONMENT: Conservationists say they 
are concerned a U.S. Air Force proposal to lower the altitude of supersonic flights 
around an Idaho air base could have negative impacts on wildlife. The Air Force 
also wants to fly lower in portions of Oregon and Nevada. The Times-News in 
Twin Falls reports that wildlife advocates fear dropping the flight floors would 
affect animals in the area covered by Mountain Home Air Force Base airspace. 
Pilots are already allowed to fly at lower altitudes at supersonic speeds over parts 
of southern Idaho. Members of the group WildLands Defense want flight noise 
reduced while emphasizing that the environmental impact statement needs to 
include wildlife analysis. / HEALTH, LEGAL: The U.S. Supreme Court is refusing 
to consider a fast-track review of a lawsuit that threatens the Affordable Care Act, 
the Obama-era health care law. That makes it highly unlikely that the justices will 
decide the case before the 2020 election. Last month, a federal appeals court has 
struck down “Obamacare’s” already-weakened requirement that Americans carry 
health insurance. But the court sidestepped a ruling on the law’s overall 
constitutionality, meaning the law remains in effect for now. The high court this 
morning denied a request by 20 mainly Democratic states and the Democratic-led 
House of Representatives to decide quickly on a lower-court ruling that declared 
part of the statute unconstitutional and cast a cloud over the rest. Defenders of 
the Affordable Care Act argued that litigation should not drag on for months or 
years in lower courts. The ultimate fate of the rest of the Affordable Care Act 
remains unclear. The lower court ruling made no decision on such popular 
provisions as protections for people with preexisting conditions, Medicaid 
expansion, and coverage for young adults up to age 26 on their parents’ policies. 
/ HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: Alarmed by a deadly new twist in the nation's drug 
addiction crisis, the government will allow states to use federal money earmarked 
for the opioid epidemic to help growing numbers of people struggling with meth 
and cocaine. Officials in many states say meth and cocaine are making a 
comeback and they are more potent than they were during the last wave. Close to 
68,000 people died of drug overdoses in the U.S. in 2018, with opioids involved in 
about two-thirds of the cases. Opioids are a drug class that includes fentanyl, 
heroin, certain prescription painkillers, and various chemical combinations 
concocted for street sales. / AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS: With a new labor 
contract in hand, a union representing food processing workers has dropped its 
objection to the bankrupt NORPAC cooperative’s sale of three Oregon facilities. 
The Capital Press reports it comes after a Michigan-based cold storage company, 
Linage Logistics, agreed last month to buy NORPAC’s plants in Brooks, Salem 
and Stayton for $49 million. Agribusiness entrepreneur Frank Tiegs plans to 
purchase the Brooks facility from Lineage Logistics and use it for food processing, 
while the future of the other properties remains unclear. Tiegs has said he also 
plans to buy the Stayton facility but might demolish it. Three local chapters of the 



International Brotherhood of Teamsters initially objected to the deal, arguing that 
Tiegs was a successor to NORPAC under their collective bargaining agreement 
with the cooperative. NORPAC countered that it was selling the facilities directly 
to Lineage Logistics — not Tiegs — which would merely act as a landlord and not 
a food processor, absolving the cold storage firm of complying with the labor 
contract. The Teamsters union recently filed a court document withdrawing its 
objection to the transaction after striking a new deal with VEGCO, a subsidiary 
business owned by Tiegs. NORPAC has agreed to notify the bankruptcy court 
when the transaction with Lineage Logistics is closed, which will mark the 
liquidation of virtually all of the farm cooperative’s assets. The bankruptcy 
proceedings will then focus on disbursing the sale proceeds among NORPAC’s 
creditors. The $49 million generated by the sale of NORPAC’s Oregon facilities is 
in addition to roughly $107 million raised from its sale of the cooperative’s 
processing plant and crop inventory in Quincy, Wash., in December. In earlier 
bankruptcy filings, NORPAC estimated the value of its assets at $315 million and 
the amount of its debt at $165 million, with about $125 million of that amount 
owed to CoBank, a major agricultural lender. More than 1,400 workers have been 
laid off from NORPAC’s Oregon facilities since the cooperative filed for 
bankruptcy last August. The food processing company’s financial troubles also 
affect the 140 farmers who own the cooperative and the 220 contract growers in 
Oregon and Washington who supply it with crops. / SPORTS: Oregon Athletics 
made it official yesterday: Former Mississippi State head coach Joe Moorhead is 
Duck Football’s new offensive coordinator. Moorhead replaces Marcus Arroyo, 
who took the head coaching job at UNLV. Moorhead applied for the Oregon 
opening after being dismissed by Mississippi State after two seasons. He was 
replaced by Washington State coach Mike Leach. Mississippi State 6-7 this 
season, finishing with a loss to Louisville in the Music City Bowl. / HEALTH: A 
new coronavirus that has infected more than 470 people and killed at least 17 in 
China reached the United States. The first confirmed case was announced 
yesterday. It is in Washington state. Health officials say a Snohomish County man 
in his 30s began experiencing symptoms after returning from a recent trip to 
China and was described as “quite ill” when he was hospitalized. Yesterday 
morning, officials in Everett, Washington, said he was doing better. ; While that’s 
currently the only confirmed case in the U.S., health officials across the country 
are taking preliminary steps should another infected person come to a hospital. 
Here in Oregon, leaders of the state health authority are requesting that all health 
care providers collect a detailed travel history from any patients that arrive with a 
fever and symptoms of acute respiratory illness. If the patients say they’ve been 
to Wuhan, China, in the prior two weeks or have had close contact with someone 
being investigated in the outbreak, doctors should report the case to health 
authorities. /  
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EDUCATION: State schools superintendent Colt Gill is calling it an historic 
achievement. Oregon schools raised their statewide graduation rate for the class 
of 2019 to 80 percent and registered improvement with every single group of 
students, according to figures released today. It’s good news for Oregon schools, 
which for years have ranked near the bottom of U.S. states for graduation rates. 
State education leaders say local school districts paired with a number of 
statewide initiatives helped drive the gains. They include new and enhanced 
programs focusing on specific groups of students, including Native Americans, 
blacks, English language learners and migrants. There were improvements in 
several key areas: For lower-income students, the on-time graduation rate rose 2 
percentage points. The rate for students with disabilities was up 3 percentage 
points. Among students for whom English is a second language, the on-time 
graduation rose more than 4 percentage points to 60 percent. / HEALTH: Health 
officials said yesterday that the Washington state man who was diagnosed 
Monday with the newly discovered Wuhan coronavirus after a trip to China had 
close contact with at least 16 people after arriving at Seattle-Tacoma International 
Airport on Jan. 15. It was the first confirmed case of the mysterious respiratory 
infection in the United States. The virus has killed at least 17 people and infected 
at least 500 since December. China yesterday created a virtual travel quarantine 
around three major cities with a combined population of 18 million in an effort to 
contain the virus. In addition to China, patients have been identified in Taiwan, 
Japan, Thailand and South Korea. The Seattle Times reports the U.S. patient is a 
man in his 30s who lives alone. He returned from solo travel in Wuhan since 
November. He started feeling unwell, with pneumonia symptoms, several days 
after returning to Washington state. He’s been hospitalized since Sunday and 
doctors say he is recovering. Experts say coronaviruses usually are not 
contagious until someone begins showing symptoms. They say it is not as 
contagious as something like measles. Instead, you need to be within 6 feet of 
someone, within range of saliva droplets should they cough or sneeze. ; Health 
officials in Washington state said Wednesday they are actively monitoring 16 
people who came into close contact with the traveler to China who became the 
first U.S. resident with a new and potentially deadly virus. The man, identified as a 
Snohomish County, Washington, resident is in his 30s, was in good condition and 
wasn't considered a threat to the public. The hospitalized man had no symptoms 
when he arrived at the Seattle-Tacoma airport last week, but later began feeling 



ill. He had traveled to China in November, flying home to Washington state Jan. 
15 before the start of U.S. airport screenings. ; China is locking down three cities 
that are home to more than 18 million people in an unprecedented effort to try to 
contain a deadly new viral illness that has sickened hundreds and spread to other 
cities and countries in the Lunar New Year travel rush. Normally bustling streets, 
shopping malls, restaurants and other public spaces in Wuhan were eerily quiet 
today. Barriers blocked the entrance to the city's train station, and the airport, 
ferries, subways and buses were also halted. Similar measures were take effect 
from Friday in the nearby cities of Huanggang and Ezhou. Officials have reported 
571 cases of the novel coronavirus and 17 deaths. ; China and other countries 
are ramping up screenings for fever on aircraft and at airports. Here in the U.S., 
authorities yesterday added Chicago’s O’Hare and Atlanta’s Hartsfield to the list 
of airports screening arriving passengers from China. They join the airports in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, and New York’s JFK. / TRANSPORTATION, 
DISABLITIES: Airlines might soon be able to turn away cats, rabbits and all 
animals other than dogs that passengers try to bring with them in the cabin. The 
U.S. Transportation Department on Wednesday announced plans to tighten rules 
around service animals. The biggest change would be that only dogs that are 
trained to help passengers with psychiatric needs would qualify. Airlines say the 
number of support animals has been growing dramatically in recent years, and 
they have lobbied to tighten the rules. They also imposed their own restrictions in 
response to passengers who show up at the airport with pigs, pheasants, turkeys, 
snakes and other unusual pets. The U.S. airline industry trade group praised the 
tighter rules. Industry officials believe many that hundreds of thousands of 
passengers scam the system each year by claiming they need their pet for 
emotional support. Those people avoid airline pet fees, which are generally more 
than $100 each way. Veterans groups have sided with the airlines, arguing that a 
boom in untrained dogs and other animals threatens their ability to fly with 
properly trained service dogs. Last year, more than 80 veterans and disability 
groups endorsed banning untrained emotional-support animals in airline cabins. 
Flight attendants had pushed to rein in support animals, too, and were pleased 
with Wednesday's proposed changes. The public will have 60 days to comment 
on the proposed changes. / ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT: The Trump 
administration was expected to announce completion as soon as today one of its 
most significant environmental rollbacks, removing federal protections for millions 
of miles of the country's streams and wetlands. The changes, launched by 
President Trump when he took office, sharply scale back the government's 
interpretation of which waterways qualify for protection against pollution and 
development under the half-century-old Clean Water Act. The move is considered 
a victory for farmers and developers. A draft version of the rule released earlier 
would end federal oversight for up to half of the nation's wetlands and one-fifth of 
the country's streams, environmental groups warned. That includes some 
waterways that have been federally protected for decades under the Clean Water 
Act. / ENVIRONMENT: At least 62,000 seabirds, and possibly as many as one 
million, died along the West Coast between summer 2015 and spring 2016. 
That’s according to researchers who, in a study published this week, said they 
believe they’ve found the cause for the “unprecedented” die-off. The Oregonian 
and OregonLive report the scientists believe a persistent and intense marine 
heatwave that became known as “the blob,” raised temperatures in a wide swath 



of the northeastern Pacific Ocean several degrees above average. Coastal 
visitors and wildlife experts first noticed the problem when scores of common 
murres, one of the most prolific seabirds, washed up on beaches. Many were 
emaciated. But researchers believe many others likely died at sea. Scientists also 
found breeding failures in 22 common murre colonies. Even earlier, some species 
of plankton also were greatly reduced. A massive algal bloom developed, 
throwing crab fisheries all along the West Coast into disarray. Sea lions, 
Guadalupe fur seals and baleen whales died at higher rates than usual. And then 
dead murres started washing up. A few degrees of warmth might not seem like 
much, said John Piatt, a wildlife biologist with the U.S. Geological Study and one 
of more than 20 authors of the study. But the increase is enough to speed up the 
metabolism of cold-blooded creatures like forage fish, meaning those fish needed 
to eat more. But the ocean heatwave didn’t produce more food. The effects 
echoed up the food chain. The scientists warn more extremes are possible as 
climate change continues to trigger ocean warming. / SAFETY, 
TRANSPORTATION: Three American crew members died when a C-130 
Hercules aerial water tanker from an Oregon-based company crashed while 
battling wildfires in southeastern Australia. The New South Wales premier 
confirmed the crash deaths as Australia attempts to deal with an unprecedented 
fire season that has left a large swath of destruction. Officials with Coulson 
Aviation say the Lockheed large air tanker was theirs and was lost after it left 
Richmond in New South Wales with a load of fire retardant. The names of those 
who died have not been released. The tragedy brings the death toll from the 
blazes to at least 31 since September. Coulson grounded other firefighting aircraft 
as a precaution pending investigation, reducing planes available to firefighters in 
New South Wales and neighboring Victoria state. / EDUCATION, COMMUNITY: 
Teach a child to read—and to love reading—and you give them a gift that will 
change their life. The staff and volunteers with Oregon’s SMART Reader program 
is taking part in “World Read-Aloud Day” on Wednesday, February 5, and hopes 
you will, too. SMART is challenging 10,000 Oregonians to take the Reading 
Matters pledge and read with a child, whether that’s a child, grandchild, niece or 
nephew, friend, sibling, cousin, or SMART Reading student. The goal: Help 
spread the word about the critical importance of reading with children. This is a 
great opportunity to help kids develop their love of reading, which helps them in 
school and in life. Learn more and take the pledge at smartreading.org/get-
involved/world-read-aloud-day/ And while you’re at it, consider becoming a 
SMART volunteer! SMART pairs volunteers with children needing some reading 
assistance. They meet once a week at school to read a book, often chosen to 
appeal to a child’s interests on topics ranging from pets and trucks to food or the 
outdoors. Learn more about SMART and volunteering at https://smartreading.org 
SMART is a non-profit that has a statewide program that serves thousands of 
Oregon students. Children also receive free books during the school year that 
they may keep for themselves. / COMMUNITY: Catholic Community Services of 
Lane County has created a new Community Garden in the Thurston area. The 
garden features individual plots you may lease to grow your own fresh fruit and 
veggies. There is also one large, central plot whose harvest will be farmed by 
volunteers and donated to local food pantries supported by FOOD for Lane 
County and Catholic Community Services. See the attached poster for 
information about the leasing garden plots, volunteering in the central plot, and 



donating funds and gardening equipment to support the effort. / SAFETY: Some 
tense moments but apparently not a threat at a Springfield hospital overnight. Just 
after midnight, Springfield Police say they received a call from a staff member at 
McKenzie-Willamette Medical Center regarding an armed male in the parking lot. 
The man was described as carrying an AR-15 style rifle around the parking lot.  
As a precaution, the hospital went into lockdown and police say they conducted 
an extensive search of the area but did not locate the individual. But later, as they 
followed up on investigative leads, they say they learned the identity of the man 
and determined there was no threat toward the hospital. The lockdown was lifted 
after two hours. / ECONOMY, BUSINESS: Oregon’s unemployment rate dropped 
to 3.7 percent in December, the lowest on comparable records dating back to 
1976. The November unemployment rate was 3.9 percent. An analyst with the 
state’s Employment Department says the latest estimates are especially striking 
considering Oregon’s labor force is twice as large as it was 44 years ago. How 
robust was December’s tight job market? The number of people who were 
unemployed for less than half a year dropped to the lowest level in at least 18 
years. The number of people who were unemployed due to a layoff also dropped 
to the lowest level in the past two decades. The broadest measure of labor 
underutilization, called “U-6”, came in at the lowest on records dating back nearly 
two decades. This measure includes the unemployed, plus those who want a full-
time job but who were working part-time due to the economy. December’s gains 
were strongest in leisure and hospitality (+2,000 jobs). In addition, several 
industries added between 300 and 500 jobs. Meanwhile, two industries declined 
by more than 500 jobs: health care and social assistance (-900 jobs) and 
professional and business services (-1,600 jobs). Oregon’s over-the-year job 
growth of 1.4 percent equaled the U.S. job growth of 1.4 percent. Most of 
Oregon’s major industries expanded by between 1 percent and 3 percent 
between December 2018 and December 2019. The fastest growing industries in 
the past 12 months were private educational services (+1,300 jobs, or 3.6%) and 
transportation, warehousing, and utilities (+2,100 jobs, or 3.0%). In that time only 
two industries cut jobs: retail trade (-700 jobs, or -0.3%) and mining and logging (-
300 jobs, or -4.2%). / AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS: With a new labor contract in 
hand, a union representing food processing workers has dropped its objection to 
the bankrupt NORPAC cooperative’s sale of three Oregon facilities. Last month, a 
Michigan-based cold storage company, Linage Logistics, agreed to buy 
NORPAC’s plants in Brooks, Salem and Stayton for $49 million. Agribusiness 
entrepreneur Frank Tiegs plans to purchase the Brooks facility from Lineage 
Logistics and use it for food processing, while the future of the other properties 
remains unclear. Tiegs has said he also plans to buy the Stayton facility but may 
demolish it. A federal bankruptcy judge approved the sale of NORPAC’s assets 
on the condition that a dispute with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
over the labor contract be resolved. More than 1,400 workers have been laid off 
from NORPAC’s Oregon facilities since the cooperative filed for bankruptcy last 
August. The food processing company’s financial troubles also affect the 140 
farmers who own the cooperative and the 220 contract growers in Oregon and 
Washington who supply it with crops. When NORPAC closes the transaction with 
Lineage Logistics, it will mark the liquidation of virtually all of the farm 
cooperative’s assets. The bankruptcy proceedings will then focus on disbursing 
the sale proceeds among NORPAC’s creditors. The $49 million generated by the 



sale of NORPAC’s Oregon facilities is in addition to roughly $107 million raised 
from its sale of the cooperative’s processing plant and crop inventory in Quincy, 
Wash., in December. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: A Washington state man 
whose off-highway vehicle got stuck in snow in Clatsop County late last week 
died of hypothermia while search parties looked for him. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report the search for Wayne Bittner of Kelso, Washington, began 
about 11 p.m. Friday, Jan. 17, when he reported being stuck in the snow in a 
popular off-road vehicle area. The Clatsop County Sheriff’s Office responded to 
the call, sending two deputies to search. They were only able to communicate 
with Bittner briefly through text messages but couldn’t determine his location, 
name or vehicle description. They lost contact with Bittner after that because of 
spotty cell phone coverage. The search was stymied by significant snow reaching 
up to 18 inches deep, which made conditions hazardous and difficult. Searchers 
eventually located Bittner’s off-highway vehicle on a riding route on Saturday 
afternoon. Sheriff’s officials said it was a grim and sad reminder of the importance 
of dressing for the weather if you plan to play in the snow. Carry emergency 
supplies. Let someone know where you’re headed. And, if possible, don’t travel 
alone. / ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION: It’s one of the state’s scenic spots. And 
soon, you’ll have better access to views above northeastern Oregon’s Wallowa 
Lake. A coalition of government and parks and recreation agencies, non-profit, 
environmental, and land trust groups came together to this week using close a 
deal to transfer 1,800 acres of Wallowa Lake’s East Moraine forest and open 
space to public ownership. It is the culmination of a decade of work by the 
Wallowa Lake Moraines Partnership, which wanted to prevent the development of 
housing and other buildings on the vulnerable hillside that would infringe on the 
views of and access to part of the lake and surrounding mountains. Wallowa 
County will own and manage the land as a working community forest, protecting 
native plants, wildlife habitat, and cultural resources while providing non-
motorized recreational access, sustainable forestry and grazing. Individual donors 
contributed more than $1.1 million to the purchase. Oregon Parks and Recreation 
contributed $1 million and its staff is lending a hand in planning. The Nez Perce 
Tribe gave $300,000 to the campaign and is helping the Partnership with the plan 
for management as well. All told, almost $6.5 million was raised through grants 
and donations to purchase the moraine property and begin a multi-use 
management plan for its perpetual management. The Partnership continues to 
seek funding to support and sustain the management of the property. The East 
Moraine was created by the ancient glacier that carved its path out of the Wallowa 
Mountains, a process that over the millennia also created scenic Wallowa Lake. / 
SPORTS, COMMUNITY: Dozens of mayors from across the United States have 
formed a task force opposing a proposal by Major League Baseball to eliminate 
42 affiliated minor league franchises for the 2021 season. The coalition launched 
Tuesday with three leaders and was up to 30 members by Wednesday afternoon, 
ranging from Chattanooga, Tennessee, to Hillsboro, Oregon. They join a growing 
list of politicians including a congressional task force who are pummeling MLB 
over its proposal to cut more than a quarter of its 160 affiliates. The league is 
citing concerns over the quality of facilities, travel and player salaries. 
Chattanooga Mayor Andy Berke calls it “a major league error.” / ENVIRONMENT: 
A Jacksonville man has captured the first confirmed image of a gray wolf 
northwest of Medford. The Mail Tribune reports one of Eric Anderson's game 



cameras picked up the image on Jan. 3. It shows a gray wolf on federal Bureau of 
Land Management land in the Sams Valley area northwest of Lower Table Rock. 
He discovered that and several other images of the wolf Monday when he hiked 
into the area to check the cameras. An Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
wolf biologist viewed some of the photos this week and confirmed the identity.  / 
YOUTH, HEALTH: Federal researchers have issued an analysis that details in 
unprecedented fashion some of the challenges facing Americans who have spent 
time in foster care. On average, they are far less likely to have health insurance 
and a regular health care provider. Fewer than 5 percent of men who have been 
in foster care have bachelor's degrees, compared with 31 percent of other men. 
There have been previous studies illustrating some of these problems, but some 
focused only on young adults, while others were limited to specific regions or 
used outdated data. This new analysis is based on interviews conducted since 
2011 with about 25,000 adults. /  
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SPORTS: The No. 4 Oregon Ducks Women’s Basketball team (15-2, 5-1) will 
face No. 7 Oregon State (16-2, 4-2) in a span of less than 48 hours this weekend, 
beginning Friday night in a sold-out Matthew Knight Arena (7 p.m., Pac-12 
Network). The two teams then head to Corvallis for round two on Sunday 
afternoon at Gill Coliseum (1 p.m., ESPN2). Both games will be played in front of 
sold-out crowds.  ; A grueling night of college basketball for both the Oregon and 
Oregon State men. For the Ducks, it ended in a win as No. 12 Oregon outlasted 
Southern California 79-70 in double overtime. Chris Duarte had 30 points and 11 
rebounds and his eight steals were one shy of the school record. Duck guard 
Payton Pritchard became the first Pac-12 player to reach 1,500 career points, 600 
assists and 500 rebounds. A tougher outcome for the Beavs, as UCLA notched a 
62-58 victory over Oregon State. ; Oregon quarterback Justin Herbert and 
offensive lineman Calvin Throckmorton are among the top prospects playing in 
Saturday’s Senior Bowl. They're all hoping the showcase, including a week of 
open practices for pro scouts, will help raise their NFL draft stock. / HEALTH, 
EDUCATION: Bethel School District officials say a case of Norovirus was 
confirmed this week at Meadow View School and that 21 students and three staff 
members had reported Norovirus-type symptoms by the end of class yesterday. 
The virus can live on hard surfaces for months and crews yesterday disinfected 
the building to prevent its spread, using a bleach-and-water solution to clean 
surfaces such as desktops, computer keyboards, doorknobs, light switches, and 
bus seats. Representatives from Lane County Public Health visited the school 
Thursday afternoon to review the disinfection effort. The cleaning will continue 
during the day today, again tonight, and once again on Monday. Norovirus is a 
very contagious virus that causes vomiting and diarrhea, typically lasting one or 
two days. It spreads easily if you have direct contact with an infected person, 
consume contaminated food or water, or touching contaminated surfaces and 
then putting your unwashed hands in your mouth. Bethel officials say those who 
are ill must be symptom-free for 48 hours before returning to school. In 
December, outbreaks of Norovirus led to high numbers of absences at several 
schools in the Central Linn and Greater Albany districts. ; Lane County Public 
Health officials confirmed yesterday that they’re investigating an outbreak of flu-
like symptoms among some students at Irving Elementary School. It comes after 
a number of cases involving influenza A and B viruses and a high level of 
students absent last week. Bethel School District officials say Irving’s absentee 



rate reached 12 percent on Tuesday, although some absences might not have 
been due to flu-like symptoms. School officials say fewer Irving students were 
absent yesterday—down to nine percent. That’s still a bit high, since typical 
absentee rates are between three and five percent. But Bethel officials say it is an 
improvement. Bethel School officials add that parents should not be alarmed by 
the declaration of a “flu outbreak,” because it is more an administrative step allow 
the state to approve additional time and resources for Lane County Public Health 
and the district to better communicate with families. They note they are continuing 
to combat colds and flu by having custodians wipe down surfaces like desks, 
tables, countertops, doorknobs, computer keys, and disinfecting any other high 
use areas and surfaces that are regularly used by students. If you or your child 
are feeling ill and have a fever, stay home. And while it’s getting late in the 
season, flu shots are still available and can help provide protection from the virus. 
; Meantime, a GoFundMe account had been created to help cover expenses for 
the family of Irving student Parker Ashford, who died last week from what his 
parents said was an apparent heart attack. In a letter to the community, his family 
noted the seven-year-old boy began experiencing flu-like symptoms last Monday, 
January 14, and died Wednesday night. / HEALTH: Here's what's new in the 
outbreak linked to an emerging coronavirus in China: The number of confirmed 
cases rose to 830. Twenty-six people have died, including the first two deaths 
outside of the original outbreak area. There are now more than one dozen 
Chinese cities that have halted all outbound flights, trains, buses and ferries. That 
puts a combined population of around 36 million under lockdown in an effort to 
prevent the spread of the virus. Construction crews in the city of Wuhan are 
rushing to build a 1,000-bed hospital dedicated to treating patients with the 
disease. The prefabricated structure should eb complete within two weeks and is 
modeled on a hospital that Chinese officials created in Beijing during the SARS 
epidemic. More airports across the globe are screen passengers arriving from 
China amid growing concerns over the outbreak. China has stepped up its 
screening of outbound passengers in an effort to prevent those who might be 
infected from boarding planes. ; Meantime, Washington state health officials say 
the man who was diagnosed Monday with the coronavirus after a trip to China 
had close contact with at least 43 people after arriving at Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport on Jan. 15. His was the first confirmed U.S. case of the 
mysterious respiratory infection. The patient is a man in his 30s who lives alone 
and began feeling unwell a few days after his return. He was hospitalized last 
week and is in satisfactory condition, according to health officials. ; A Chicago 
woman has become the second U.S. patient diagnosed with the new pneumonia-
like virus from China. Health officials say woman returned from a trip to China on 
Jan. 13 without showing any signs of illness, but a few days later she called her 
doctor to report feeling sick. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says 
the woman is doing well, but is hospitalized to prevent spread of the virus and 
anyone she had close contact with is being monitored. CDC officials say the risk 
to the U.S. public remains low but more cases are likely. ; The World Health 
Organization says a viral illness in China that has sickened hundreds of people 
and prompted Chinese authorities to effectively shut down three cities is not yet a 
global health emergency. WHO issued its evaluation after Chinese authorities 
moved to lock down three cities earlier Thursday and canceled major events in 
Beijing during the Lunar New Year to try containing the new virus. The United 



Nations health agency made its decision after independent experts assessed 
information about the spread of the new coronavirus. Didier Houssin, the chair of 
the emergency committee, said, “It’s too early to consider this as a public health 
emergency of international concern,” but noted the panel "was very divided, 
almost 50-50.” / CRIME, EDUCATION: Police say a new video security system is 
aiding their criminal investigation into determining who scrawled a threat on a 
bathroom wall at Junction City High School. The threat was spotted yesterday 
after 3:00 p.m. by a staff member and the message indicated the unknown author 
was going to, quote, “shoot-up” the school the next day. The school sent a 
message to parents with details on the situation. The Junction City Police 
Department plans a high-visibility presence at the school when classes resume 
this morning to ensure students, staff, and visitors are safe. Anyone having any 
information on the incident is urged to contact investigators at 541-998-1245. / 
CRIME, SAFETY: Authorities say a man convicted of murder in the 2004 death of 
his mother in her west Eugene home has escaped from the supervision of the 
Psychiatric Security Review Board at a Pendleton facility. The board issued a 
notice yesterday asking for the public's help in locating 36-year-old Thaddeus 
Ziemlak. Eugene Police shared the advisory. Ziemlak was last seen Jan. 5 when 
he was leaving his residential facility in Pendleton on a planned outing to two 
nearby stores. At the time, officials said Ziemlak appeared psychiatrically stable. 
But state mental health officials say he has a history of drug abuse, which can 
aggravate his symptoms and is currently considered a danger to others. Anyone 
who sees Ziemlak should not approach him but call police immediately. Ziemlak is 
5-foot-10-inches tall, 170 pounds with sandy brown hair, green eyes and acne 
scars. After a previous escape, he was found in Wenatchee, Washington. / 
TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Do you need a Real ID? You might if you plan to 
take a commercial airline flight any time after October 1st. That’s the date the 
Transportation Security Administration, or TSA, begins requiring the new type of 
identification to board a commercial aircraft. The State of Oregon will begin 
issuing driver’s licenses that are Real ID-compliant beginning July 6. That could 
make for a busy summer at DMV offices across the state: Officials estimate close 
to one million Oregonians will want the Real ID option. After October 1, your 
current driver’s license won’t work at TSA checkpoints because it does not 
contain the added Real ID security measures. If you don’t have a Real ID 
compliant form of ID at the airport, TSA will put you through an alternate identity 
verification process that could take an hour or more, and you could miss your 
flight. Oregon DMV officials say they would have to issue 32 licenses a second 
every business day from July to October for everyone to meet the deadline. 
That’s not going to happen. But there is an alternative: obtain and use a passport 
or passport card. The cost of getting a new passport card is roughly equal to that 
of getting a replacement license with the Real ID option – and you can apply now 
at one of over 76 acceptance sites across Oregon. To find out more, visit 
https://www.Oregon.gov/REALID / CRIME, GOVERNMENT: A coastal Oregon 
county is struggling to get its computer and telephone systems running again after 
being hit by a cyberattack. The attack on Tillamook County government affected 
all departments, knocked out all computer systems and its website, and left 
phones working intermittently. In a statement, officials said there's no indication 
the personal information of employees or residents has been accessed or 
misused. The county began experiencing difficulties with several computer 



systems Wednesday. It’s the second major cyberattack on a local Oregon 
government this month. The city of St. Helens, in northwest Oregon’s Columbia 
County, experienced a disruption in computers, emails and telephones starting on 
Jan. 14, affecting official business in the town of 13,000. / BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENT: State officials say more than 2,700 businesses already have 
registered for the Corporate Activity Tax through the Department of Revenue’s 
Revenue Online system. The new tax provides new funding for early learning and 
K-12 education. The tax only applies to businesses with taxable annual 
commercial activity of $1 million or more. The new law requires businesses with 
Oregon commercial activity in excess of $750,000 to register for the Corporate 
Activity Tax, which went into effect with the new year. / YOUTH, SAFETY: A Lane 
County judge has blocked Oregon child welfare officials from sending a foster 
child to live at an Idaho facility after the boy’s attorney pointed out a technicality 
that could impact the state’s ability to place more foster children there. The 
Oregonian and OregonLive reports a 1975 law says facilities that take in Oregon 
foster children must be incorporated. Mountain Home is a limited liability 
company, a type of business that is not incorporated. The Department of Human 
Services sends more foster children to live at Mountain Home Academy in 
southern Idaho than any other facility outside Oregon. State child welfare officials 
say they will still consider sending foster children to live at Mountain Home if 
necessary. / ENVIRONMENT: A new study finds ocean acidification is damaging 
the shells of young Dungeness crab in the Northwest, an impact that scientists did 
not expect until much later this century. The Seattle Times reports the study 
released this week in the journal Science of the Total Environment is based on a 
2016 survey of Oregon, Washington and British Columbia coastal waters that 
examined Dungeness crabs in their larval stage. It found pitting in their shells 
caused by increasingly acidic ocean water. West Coast commercial Dungeness 
crab harvests typically bring in more than $200 million annually, and also are a 
mainstay for tribal and recreational crabbers. The findings add to the concerns 
about the future of the Dungeness as atmospheric carbon dioxide — on the rise 
due to fossil-fuel combustion — is absorbed by the Pacific Ocean and increases 
acidification. The researchers warn that if the crabs already are affected, it’s likely 
other species in the food chain are feeling the effects. / TRANSPORTATION: 
Beltline Highway lanes closed for work at Delta Highway again this weekend – 
Friday night Jan. 24 – Monday early morning Jan. 27. The left lane will be closed 
in each direction on the Beltline Highway at Delta Highway from 10 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 24, through 6 a.m. Monday, Jan. 27. Expect slow traffic throughout the 
weekend. The lane closures are needed to complete drilling shafts in the median 
of Beltline Highway, just east of the Delta Highway overpass. The shafts are part 
of the foundation for the new overpass that is part of the Beltline/Delta 
Interchange Project. During the same time, pilot vehicles will be used for rolling 
slowdowns as equipment is moved in and out of the construction zone. Expect 
slow traffic and delays from Northwest Expressway to Delta Highway on 
eastbound Beltline Highway. Travelers should stay alert and drive cautiously 
through the construction zone. The project was put on hold by a work site 
accident Saturday morning, after which a Hamilton Construction Company 
employee lost his life. Hamilton Construction Company is the lead project 
contractor for ODOT. Our thoughts are with the crew and family. The accident is 
currently under investigation. Project work resumes on Friday night.  The 



Beltline/Delta Interchange Project will improve safety at the interchange by: 
Realigning the Goodpasture Island Road on-ramp to northbound Delta Highway; 
Installing a new bridge over Beltline Highway for the new northbound Delta 
Highway to westbound Beltline Highway on-ramp; Removing the southeast loop 
ramp from eastbound Beltline Highway to northbound Delta Highway. Installing an 
intersection on Delta Highway for the eastbound Beltline Highway off-ramp. / 
ECONOMY, ENVIRONMENT: One of Lane County’s iconic natural areas is the 
McKenzie River and McKenzie Valley. And later this year, there will be new signs 
marking its eastern and western ends along Highway 126. The Willamette Valley 
Visitors’ Association has awarded the McKenzie Chamber of Commerce a grant 
to complete a design for what are known as the “Wayfinding” signs along the 
route. The large signs for the area’s “60-Mile Main Street,” as it’s been dubbed, 
will capture the feel of the valley’s forests, waterfalls, and other attractions. The 
projects is set for completion this spring. / ENVIRONMENT, WILDLIFE: Every 
hunter who purchased 2019 big game or turkey tags needs to report their hunt 
results by the deadline, which is Jan. 31, for most tags. Hunters are required to 
report on each deer, elk, cougar, bear, pronghorn and turkey tag purchased—
even if they were not successful or did not hunt. Sports Pac license holders need 
to report on each big game or turkey tag issued. Hunters who fail to report deer 
and elk tags by the deadline will be penalized $25 when they go to purchase a 
2021 hunting license. This penalty is assessed once, regardless of the number of 
unreported tags. Hunters have a few ways to report: Online via ODFW’s 
Licensing System, the fastest and easiest way to report. Login to your account 
and go to Outcome Reporting/Mandatory Reporting. Then click to License Year 
2019 to report on your tags. By telephone: Call 1-866-947-6339 to talk to an 
ODFW licensing customer service representative during normal business hours 
(Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.). ODFW’s Licensing Department now has a 
callback feature to provide better customer service. When there are longer hold 
times, any customer who calls in by 3:30 p.m. can just leave their number for a 
callback while keeping their place in line. At a license sale agent: New for 2020, 
hunters can now visit a vendor that sells licenses to complete their mandatory 
reporting. The information hunters provide is used when setting controlled hunt 
tag numbers and hunting seasons. As an incentive to report, hunters that report 
on time are entered into a drawing to win a special big game tag. ODFW selects 
three names each year and the winners can choose a deer, elk, or pronghorn tag. 
Hunters who win get to hunt an expanded area and extended season, similar to 
auction and raffle tags that can go for thousands of dollars. /  
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SPORTS, COMMUNITY: Life goes on even in the face of unspeakable tragedy. 
Sunday's Civil War still had to be played, despite devastating circumstances. 
There were tears and plenty of memories as the Oregon Ducks Women’s 
Basketball team met Oregon State in Sunday’s Civil War match-up in Corvallis. 
Players received word less than two hours before tip-off of the death of NBA 
legend Kobe Bryant, his 13-year-old daughter Gianna and seven others in a 
helicopter crash in southern California. Bryant, the father of four daughters, was a 
big supporter of women's athletics and he and Gianna attended some Oregon 
women’s basketball and volleyball games this season. The Ducks warmed up 
without senior Sabrina Ionescu, who had developed a close bond with the Bryant 
family over the last few years. Ionescu took the floor when the Ducks returned 
from their locker room just before the national anthem. She and members of both 
teams fought back tears during a moment of silence in Bryant's memory. Head 
coach Kelly Graves says it was like losing family member and that it really hit 
home for his team. Sunday morning’s crash also claimed the lives of three family 
members of former Oregon baseball player JJ Altobelli. The tragedy cast a pall 
over No. 4 Oregon's victory Sunday afternoon, 66-57, the Ducks' first win in Gill 
Coliseum since 2010. Ionescu went on to score a team-high 19 points in the 
game, including four free throws in the final minute. Ionescu and Ruthy Hebard 
shared a quick hug just before the ball was tipped to begin the game, and Satou 
Sabally enveloped Ionescu in a longer embrace immediately after the final horn 
sounded. / SPORTS: Chris Duarte scored 20 of his 24 points in the first half and 
No. 12 Oregon took full advantage of 23 UCLA turnovers for a 96-75 win over the 
Bruins on Sunday. The Ducks (17-4, 6-2 Pac-12) remained perfect at home, 
upping their record to 12-0. Payton Pritchard added 19 points and six assists and 
Will Richardson finished with 17 points for the Ducks, who shot 57% from the 
field. ; Oregon quarterback Justin Herbert told reporters after playing in 
Saturday’s Senior Bowl that he loves competing. But he added that he had a lot of 
fun playing in the weekend showcase for pro draft prospects and that it was a 
great learning experience. Herbert’s South team might have lost, but he was 
named the game’s MVP and analysts say he likely improved his prospects in the 
effort to become a Top-10 draft pick. He completed 9 of 12 passes for 83 yards 
with one TD and no interceptions and ran the ball three times for 22 yards. / 
HEALTH: Here are this morning’s update in the outbreak linked to an emerging 
coronavirus in China: The number of confirmed cases rose to close to 3,000. The 



death toll stood at close to 80 this morning, the vast majority in and around the 
Chinese city of Wuhan, where the outbreak originated. There are scattered cases 
in close to one dozen other countries, including five confirmed cases in the U.S. 
The U.S. cases include a man in his 30s in Washington state who developed 
symptoms after returning from China on Jan. 15. The other cases include a 
woman in her 60s in Chicago, two people in southern California, and one person 
in Arizona. Health officials say they are monitoring anyone who had close contact 
with those patients for possible symptoms. There are now more than one dozen 
Chinese cities that have halted all outbound flights, trains, buses and ferries. That 
puts a combined population of around 50 million under lockdown in an effort to 
prevent the spread of the virus. Chinese officials have also extended the Lunar 
Year holiday period, meaning factories and other workplaces will remain closed 
for several more days in an effort to reduce the spread of the virus. Meantime, 
there are growing concerns about the effect of some of China’s travel restrictions, 
including the logistics of getting critical supplies such as food, fuel and medicine 
into those areas. ; U.S. health officials say they know there’s a lot of concern 
about the coronavirus that originated in China. But they say if you really want to 
be concerned about a virus, you should worry about influenza. Influenza kills 
more Americans each year than any other virus. It has already sickened at least 
13 million Americans this winter, hospitalizing more than 120,000 and killing 
6,600, according to the CDC. It preys on the most vulnerable, striking the sick and 
the old. In just the past few months, it has claimed the lives of at least 39 children. 
And flu season hasn't even peaked. But health officials say again this year, 
Americans don’t seem particularly concerned: Less than half of adults got a flu 
shot last season, according to the CDC. Even among children, who can be 
especially vulnerable to respiratory illnesses, only 62% received the vaccine. 
Some people may worry less about the flu because there's a vaccine, whose 
protection has ranged from 19% to 60% in recent years. People should wash their 
hands and not touch their eyes, nose or mouth with dirty hands. They should also 
avoid sick people. When coughing, sick people should practice basic etiquette, 
like coughing into a tissue or their sleeve and washing their hands right after. It’s 
also a good idea to disinfect things after coughing. And stay home from work or 
school if you’re feeling ill. Coronavirus symptoms are the same as flu symptoms. 
There are lots of different viruses that wreak havoc in the lungs, she said, but the 
end results are the same. That means a fever, cough, sore throat, headaches, 
muscle aches and fatigue. One of the nastier potential consequences of any 
respiratory virus is pneumonia, when the lungs get really inflamed and it becomes 
harder to breathe. There can be two kinds of pneumonia, Holt said – one caused 
directly by the virus and one that comes from a secondary infection that gets into 
the lungs because a patient’s defenses are weak. / HEALTH, EDUCATION: The 
wipe-down continued over the weekend at Meadow View School in the Bethel 
District, to disinfect all surfaces ahead of the resumption of class this morning. 
Bethel School District officials said a case of Norovirus was confirmed last week 
at Meadow View School and that 21 students and three staff members had 
reported Norovirus-type symptoms by the end of class Thursday. The virus can 
live on hard surfaces for months and crews yesterday disinfected the building to 
prevent its spread, using a bleach-and-water solution to clean surfaces such as 
desktops, computer keyboards, doorknobs, light switches, and bus seats. 
Representatives from Lane County Public Health visited the school Thursday 



afternoon to review the disinfection effort. The cleaning continued during the day 
Friday and will occur again today. Norovirus is a very contagious virus that 
causes vomiting and diarrhea, typically lasting one or two days. It spreads easily if 
you have direct contact with an infected person, consume contaminated food or 
water, or touching contaminated surfaces and then putting your unwashed hands 
in your mouth. Bethel officials say those who are ill must be symptom-free for 48 
hours before returning to school. In December, outbreaks of Norovirus led to high 
numbers of absences at several schools in the Central Linn and Greater Albany 
districts. / RELIGION, POLITICS, HEALTH: More than 1,500 Oregonians rallied at 
the Capitol Saturday afternoon for the annual March for Life, organized by Oregon 
Right to Life. The event was one of many anti-abortion events took place across 
the United States over the weekend. On Friday in Washington, D C., 
President Trump addressed the crowd, becoming the first sitting president to 
attend a March for Life rally in that event's 47-year history. Opponents of abortion 
say they are optimistic that the conservative majority on the U.S. Supreme Court 
might eventually undo the landmark 1973 “Roe v. Wade” decision that legalized 
the procedure. In recent years, a number of states have increased restrictions on 
clinics that perform abortions, forcing many to close. Abortion is legal 
in Oregon and would remain so even if Roe v. Wade was overturned or 
weakened. Oregon also has enacted several laws expanding access to the 
procedure, including increased public funding and requirements for private 
insurers. / HEALTH, LOW-INCOME: A new study finds that Oregon’s unique 
health care delivery system for low-income patients is resulting in fewer infant 
deaths. Researchers at Oregon State University found that the integrated health 
care offered by what are known as Coordinated Care Organizations helped 
reduce infant mortality rates significantly among Medicaid patients. Researchers 
say this is a good indication that the CCOs, as they’re known, help catch patients 
who might otherwise fall through the cracks and miss important care. Under 
Coordinated Care Organizations, medical providers work together with behavioral 
health specialists, dentists, nutritionists and social workers. The approach allows 
them to address health factors outside of what you might consider a conventional 
medical service and can include support and assistance with things such as 
housing and access to transportation. The decline in infant deaths was most 
significant among preterm births – babies born at or before 37 weeks gestation, 
who face greater risk of health problems than full-term babies and as a result, 
incur higher health care costs. The researchers predict that as infant mortality 
drops and mothers and babies get the care they need, the state will save money 
on Medicaid. / DEVELOPMENT: Crews have cleared so much from the site of 
Eugene’s Riverfront Park development that it’s difficult to imagine how things will 
look over the next few years. But one thing’s certain: It will contain a lot of new 
plants. Last week, Eugene Parks and Open Space kicked off an effort that will 
add 24,000 native plants to the Downtown Riverfront Park. Over the next few 
months, crews are also working to turn the former industrial site into what will 
eventually be an urban park. Crews are removing contaminated soil and grading 
to lessen the slope of the river's steep bank, removing invasive species, and 
taking other steps to restore habitat. This summer, Phase Two begins with 
construction of the new park features including the addition of bicycle and 
pedestrian paths, furniture, landscaping and overlooks. The four-acre park is 
projected to open in the spring of next year. The Downtown Riverfront Park 



development is being funded by the Parks and Recreation Bond and Levy that 
Eugene voters approved in 2018, along with Urban Renewal Agency and capital 
improvements funds. / COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT: Want to reduce the waste 
headed to our landfills? Lane County Waste Management has introduced a new 
“Eat Smart, Waste Less” campaign for Lane County households. It’s designed to 
help you understand of environmental impact of wasted food and find ways to 
solve the problem in your household and save money. Officials say food is the 
single largest category of garbage in Lane County, representing 46,000 tons or 18 
percent of what is thrown away. Additionally, 20 to 30 percent of what is thrown 
away and sent to landfills could have been eaten. And it comes at a time when 
one in five Lane County residents are considered “food insecure.” Add to that the 
environmental impacts— food waste creates significant amounts of methane in 
landfills—and eating the food you buy might be one of the easiest ways to reduce 
your environmental impact. The Eat Smart, Waste Less website provides tips and 
strategies about menu planning, food purchasing, cross utilization of food, storage 
and preparation practices. Organizers are planning workshops later this year to 
focus on better ways to use the food we buy. Learn more at 
www.eatsmartwasteless.tips / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Sunday was the 320th 
anniversary of the Cascadia Quake of 1700, which struck off the coast of the 
Pacific Northwest and had an estimated magnitude of 9.0. Scientists know the 
date because of evidence of fault disruption and tsunami damage reported in 
historical records in North America and in Japan. We might never see a quake of 
that magnitude in our lifetimes. But Oregon experiences other natural disasters, 
including wildfires, floods, heavy snow and more. Are you ready? The Oregon 
Office of Emergency Management encourages residents to be prepared to be on 
their own for a minimum of two weeks following a disaster. That means storing 14 
days of water, food, medicine and other supplies. Oregon Office of Emergency 
Management has many tools and resources to be prepared for a Cascadia quake 
and other disasters. So, too, does the American Red Cross and local 
organizations, including the Eugene Water and Electric Board with its “Pledge to 
Prepare” program. ; U.S. Coast Guard officials say there have been too many 
recent accidents and reports of unsafe crossing of river bars along the Oregon 
and Washington coasts. They say mariners must stay alert to and follow all bar 
restrictions and closures. It comes after some recent incidents that highlighted the 
challenges of attempting to cross waterway bars in heavy weather and at night. 
This month off the mouth of Coos Bay, a commercial fishing vessel capsized and 
washed up on the jetty. But miraculously, all three crew members were rescued. 
By comparison, the outcome was tragic during in a similar incident on the 
Yaquina Bay bar that resulted in the loss of both the crew and the vessel. Officials 
say vessel masters unfamiliar with local bar conditions, bar reporting methods or 
Coast Guard escort techniques should contact their local Coast Guard station. 
The commanding officers and officers-in-charge of local stations are ready to offer 
an overview of their bar reporting areas and how they can provide escorts during 
“rough bar” crossings. / ENVIRONMENT: U.S. land managers say they will 
release by mid-March a priority list of federal lands that need but don't have public 
access. U.S. Bureau of Land Management officials want people to nominate 
lands where the public could legally hunt, fish or pursue other recreational 
purposes, except the lands have no or limited access. The agency manages 
383,000 square miles of land, primarily in western states. A representative of the 



National Wildlife Federation says the public access initiative is laudable but must 
be considered in the context of President Trump's broad rollbacks of 
environmental rules. ; Officials at the Idaho Department of Fish and Game are 
being criticized for taking part in a research project that led to the killing of 206 elk 
across southern Idaho from Pocatello to Nampa. The hunting and fishing group 
Idaho For Wildlife recently posted photos of butchered elk quarters stacked on 
pallets online, drawing attention to the hunt that happened between July and 
October of 2019. Mike McDonald, regional wildlife manager for the agency's 
Magic Valley region, told the Idaho Statesman that the elk represent less than 1% 
of the population in the area. He says the kill was part of a University of Idaho 
graduate student's research on deterring elk, which are causing significant 
damage to private landowners who then file claims with the state. ; A Canadian 
energy company has withdrawn its application for a permit from state authorities 
in Oregon for a controversial natural gas pipeline and an export terminal on the 
coast. A spokesman for the Jordan Cove Project indicated the firm is not dropping 
the plan, and instead is awaiting possible federal approval. Two Oregon 
lawmakers on Friday accused the Jordan Cove Energy Project of stalling in order 
to have the Trump administration approve it in an attempt to override all denials 
from Oregon state agencies. There has been strong opposition by some in 
Oregon who say the natural gas terminal and a 230-mile feeder pipeline would 
ruin habitat. / TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMY: The average U.S. price of 
regular-grade gasoline has declined 4 cents a gallon to $2.60 over the past two 
weeks. Industry analyst Trilby Lundberg of the Lundberg Survey says the pump 
price responded to a drop in crude oil costs. Oregon’s average stands at $2.98 
per gallon this morning and Lane County’s average price is even lower, at $2.90 
for a gallon of regular unleaded. Diesel has an average price of $3.11 this 
morning in Eugene-Springfield. The highest average price in the nation for 
regular-grade gas is $3.58 a gallon in Honolulu. The lowest average is $2.16 in 
Houston. / HEALTH, BUSINESS: U.S. hospitals fed up with shortages of critical 
medicines — mostly generic drugs that aren’t profitable — have banded together. 
Seven hospital systems and three philanthropies formed nonprofit CivicaRx in 
2018 to produce what they need. The group now includes 1,200 hospitals 
nationwide — about 1 in 4 — and already is shipping medicines. Shortages of 
antibiotics, pain, cancer and other injected medications disrupt care and cost 
hospitals about $590 million annually. That's for expenses including long hours 
that pharmacy staff spend trying to find the scarce drugs and buying costlier 
alternatives if there aren't better options. Hospitals sometimes must use inferior 
drugs or delay treatment. Last week, Civica said it’s creating a subsidiary with 
Blue Cross Blue Shield to produce some generics whose prices have spiked as 
much as 300% in the 2010s. They’ll be available in two years, not just for 
hospitals, but for patients, pharmacies and others. /  
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SPORTS: Oregon moved up one spot in The Associated Press women's 
basketball poll to No. 3 after sweeping rival Oregon State in the two-game Civil 
War series on Friday and Sunday. The Ducks jumped over UConn, but still sit 
behind South Carolina and Baylor in the Top 25. UConn was fourth and Louisville 
fifth in the poll. There are four Pac-12 teams in the Women’s Top 25 this week: 
The Ducks at Number Three, Stanford at Number Six, UCLA at Number Eight and 
Oregon State at Number 10. The Beavs dropped three spots after their back-to-
back losses to Oregon. Arizona is Number 16 and Arizona State is Number 18, 
meaning half of the Pac-12 teams are in the Top 20. ; Sabrina Ionescu has been 
named the Pac-12 Player of the Week for the second straight week and the third 
time this season, the league office announced on Monday morning. Ionescu now 
owns 11 career conference Player of the Week awards, the second-most in 
league history. The senior led the Ducks to the program’s first series sweep of 
Oregon State since 2010 over the weekend, playing all 40 minutes in both games 
while averaging 21.0 points, 6.0 rebounds and 6.0 assists. Ionescu dropped 23 
points with nine assists in Friday’s home win over the then-No. 7 Beavers, and 
then scored a team-high 19 points with eight rebounds in an emotional win on 
Sunday on Corvallis. On the season, Ionescu leads the Ducks with 17.7 points 
per game while adding 8.7 rebounds and an NCAA-leading 8.3 assists per game. 
The Walnut Creek, Calif., native leads the nation with four triple-doubles this year, 
extending her NCAA all-time record to 22 for her career. The Ducks moved up 
one spot to No. 3 in the Associated Press poll on Monday following their Civil War 
sweep. Oregon will travel to Utah (Thursday) and Colorado (Saturday) this week 
before going to Storrs, Conn., to face No. 4 UConn on Monday. ; The Oregon 
men moved up one notch in the Men’s Top 25 yesterday, to Number 11, after 
sweeping the Los Angeles schools. Colorado is the only other Pac-12 men’s team 
in the rankings, coming in at Number 20. Baylor is No. 1 for a second straight 
week in an AP Top 25 men's college basketball poll that had no major changes at 
the top. The Bears stayed well ahead of No. 2 Gonzaga. ; Baylor is No. 1 for a 
second straight week in an AP Top 25 men's college basketball poll that had no 
major changes at the top. The Bears stayed well ahead of No. 2 Gonzaga. The 
Oregon men moved up one notch, to Number 11. Colorado is the only other Pac-
12 men’s team in the rankings, coming in at Number 20. ; On the heels of the fall 
football season, Oregon State University is looking at expanding the west side of 
Reser Stadium. On Monday, officials issued a request for design and construction 



proposals as they continue their feasibility analysis. Reser was constructed in 
1967 and was remodeled in 1991. Athletic department officials say modernizing 
the west side of the stadium would integrate with significant additions to the north 
and east side features of the stadium completed over the past 15 years. OSU 
Athletics officials estimate completing Reser Stadium will cost $145 to $175 
million. If constructed, the project be funded by donor gifts designated for the 
effort, as well as revenue from premium seating, sponsorships and other stadium 
services, as well as a possible public-private partnership. Among the 
improvements being considered are seismic upgrades; expanded concession and 
restroom facilities; new premium seating; modernized media facilities; and a new 
visitor’s locker room. / ECONOMY, GOVERNMENT: Are you getting all of your 
W-2’s and receipts pulled together for filing your taxes? Officials with the Internal 
Revenue Service and the Oregon Department of Revenue began processing 
federal and state tax returns yesterday. Returns will be processed in the order 
received. The Oregon Department of Revenue begins issuing personal income 
tax refunds after February 15. The “refund hold,” as it’s known, is part of the 
state’s tax fraud prevention effort. By delaying refund checks for a couple of 
weeks, officials will have more time to fight fraud and identity theft by confirming 
that the amounts claimed on returns matches what employers report on Forms W-
2 and 1099. The IRS is also holding some federal tax refunds until after February 
15, but only for those taxpayers claiming the Earned Income Tax Credit or the 
Additional Child Tax Credit. Officials say 2017 changes to the federal tax code 
continue to phase into effect. They have a direct impact on Oregon’s personal 
income tax, including changes to calculating withholding allowances for tax year 
2019. State officials say that might may mean that more taxpayers might have to 
pay taxes or pay more taxes than usual. The Oregon Department of Revenue 
encourages you to use its online withholding calculator to check your state 
withholding and make any necessary changes to your 2020 withholding. It's 
expected that nine of ten filers will end using the increased standard deduction 
this year as the limits tighten on what taxpayers may list as itemized deductions. ; 
If you’re due a tax refund, experts say E-filing is generally the fastest way to get it. 
On average, taxpayers who e-file their returns and request their refund via direct 
deposit receive their refund much sooner than those who file paper returns and 
request paper refund checks. There are many free or low-cost preparation options 
available for both federal and Oregon tax returns: All Oregon taxpayers preparing 
their own return can file electronically at no cost using Oregon’s free fillable forms. 
AARP and CASH Oregon provide free and low-cost tax preparation services 
throughout local communities. And the IRS Free File system, which is provided by 
several tax prep companies for those making less than $69,000 a year. Some 
software companies offer free software use and e-filing for eligible taxpayers 
through the Oregon Department of Revenue’s website. But be sure to access the 
software through the department's website, or the company may not allow you to 
take advantage of the free offer. For more information, visit www.oregon.gov/dor 
and click on “Free tax preparation services” under “More Topics” on the 
department’s homepage. / CRIME, RACISM, MINORITIES, RELIGION: Opening 
statements are expected today in the murder trial of Jeremy Christian. He is 
charged with the 2017 fatal stabbing of two men and severe wounding of a third 
on a Portland light-trail train in 2017. Prosecutors say the attack occurred when 
bystanders tried to intervene as Christian hurled racist and anti-Muslim slurs at 



two black teens, including one who was wearing a Muslim head covering. After 
attorneys made their selections from a pool of 250 potential jurors, KOIN reports 
the judge overseeing the case planned to call members of the juror panel Monday 
to verify that they understood the time commitment and were able to serve for its 
entirety. Weeks before the incident, investigators say the now 37-year-old 
Christian—who had described himself as a “white nationalist”—was seen at a 
right-wing rally making racist comments and delivering a Nazi salute. / CRIME: A 
60-year-old Eugene man faces charges of Menacing and Unlawful Use of a 
Weapon after neighbors say he made suicidal statements yesterday afternoon 
and threatened to kill them. Police say they received a call from one person on 
West Eugene’s Peppertree Drive who said the suspect, Rex Alvis, tried to push 
his way into their home while armed with a knife. The caller said he hid in a 
garage with another adult and two children. Eugene Police say the suspect also 
called 911 threatening to kill the caller, and reporting he wished for police come 
shoot him. Officers responded with Eugene Springfield Fire and EMS standby and 
said they deescalated the situation and took the man into custody around 3:45 
p.m. ; A man who stabbed an ex-girlfriend near Walton has been sentenced to 15 
years in prison. The Register-Guard reports David Lucius pleaded guilty in court 
last week to first-degree assault, unlawful use of a weapon and stalking. He will 
also complete three years of post-prison supervision. In October 2018, Lucius 
stabbed Adrienne Wurts more than one dozen times when she met up with him to 
get her car title. She says when he went to give her a hug, he started stabbing her 
and she fought back. Wurts said Monday she hopes any woman in an abusive 
relationship realizes that it's time to walk away. / SAFETY: Investigators say it 
appears a “medical event” led to Sunday’s death of a 25-year-old woman at 
Terwilliger Hot Springs. It was reported shortly before 10:00 a.m. Sunday at the 
popular spot near Cougar Reservoir off Highway 126 in the Oregon Cascades. 
The Lane County Sheriff's Office says the medical examiner is working to 
determine the cause of death. Investigators say the Florence woman had been at 
the hot springs with two friends when she experienced a medical event. Officials 
say bystanders administered aid until emergency personnel arrived to take over 
but the woman died. The woman’s name will be released after relatives are 
notified. ; Findings from two investigations show a Benton County road worker 
who died on the job last year was operating a poorly maintained piece of leased 
logging equipment that was owned by his supervisor's son. The Gazette-Times in 
Corvallis reports 59-year-old Pete Neuman was using a John Deere skidder to 
move logs at the site of a road-building project in the Hells Canyon area of south 
Benton County Aug. 9 when the vehicle rolled down a steep hillside and 
overturned. Neuman was partially ejected from the 10-ton machine and died from 
massive head trauma when it landed on top of him. / HEALTH, GOVERNMENT: 
They’re meeting to discuss the health risks of vaping and suggest long-term state 
solutions to the vaping epidemic. Governor Kate Brown announced the 
membership of a new workgroup whose mission is to address the epidemic of 
vaping-related illness and youth vaping in Oregon. Its first meeting is today in 
Salem. The work group’s membership includes state lawmakers, including Lane 
County State Senator Floyd Prozanski, public health experts, medical specialists 
and government agency representatives. The CDC reported last week the 
number of vaping-related illnesses stands at more than 26-hundred with 60 
confirmed deaths. There are cases reported in all 50 states, including Oregon. 



Medical experts say more than the number of new vaping-related illnesses has 
slowed in recent weeks. But they note there are still challenges in ensuring the 
safety of vaping products. They also remain concerned about the number of 
young adults and teens who vape. According to the Oregon Health Authority, 
youth e-cigarette usage skyrocketed by 80 percent between 2017 and 2019. / 
HEALTH, YOUTH: California officials announced Monday that marijuana vape 
cartridges seized in illegal shops in Los Angeles contained potentially dangerous 
additives, including a thickening agent blamed for a national outbreak of deadly 
lung illnesses tied to vaping. Officials also found that the illegal vapes confiscated 
in the December raids typically were not as potent as advertised, and sometimes 
contained just a fraction of the THC claimed on the labels, according to state 
testing results. THC is the chemical in marijuana that makes users feel high. / 
HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH: A longtime Lane County expert on problem 
gambling is taking the helm at with a statewide organization that works to reduce 
the addiction and expand treatment options. Julie Hynes is the new executive 
director with the Oregon Council on Problem Gambling. She has close to two 
decades of experience with the issue, including 16 years administering Lane 
County’s nationally award-winning problem gambling prevention program. In 
2018, she took a post in Massachusetts with that state’s Council on Compulsive 
Gambling. Hynes also serves on the National Council on Problem Gambling’s 
board of directors. The Oregon Council on Problem Gambling’s website is 
www.oregoncpg.org. Help for gambling problems is free for Oregonians, and can 
be accessed via 24-hour helpline, 1-877-MY-LIMIT, or online at www.opgr.org / 
HEALTH: U.S. health officials say they have no evidence that the new virus from 
China is spreading in the United States and they believe the risk to Americans 
remains low. During the past week, five Americans were diagnosed with the new 
virus, and all had traveled to central China. Health officials are monitoring their 
close contacts but have not diagnosed any new cases of the virus among them. 
Officials with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention say at least 32 
people thought to be possible cases are not. The virus has sickened thousands of 
people mostly China. Dozens of people have died. The outbreak was first 
identified in the city of Wuhan in central China. ; U.S. health officials have 
changed their travel advice to American travelers planning to go to China. 
Previously, the agency advised travelers to avoid any non-essential travel to 
Wuhan or other parts of Hubei province, the center of an international outbreak of 
a new viral illness. But that didn’t extend to the rest of China. On Monday 
afternoon, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention changed its 
online advisory to tell travelers to avoid non-essential travel to any part of China. 
The virus has sickened thousands of people mostly in China and caused dozens 
of deaths. ; The U.S. government is chartering a flight to transport several 
hundred diplomats, family members, and other Americans out of Wuhan, the 
central Chinese city at the heart of a new virus outbreak. But many of the one-
thousand or so Americans in the city are staying behind because of non-American 
family members, who are not allowed on the plane. San Francisco native Doug 
Perez says "there is no way on Earth" he would leave behind his Chinese 
girlfriend and plans to hunker down and weather out the epidemic for as long as it 
takes. / UTILITIES: The Oregon Public Utility Commission (PUC) granted its 
approval for the transfer of all assets and control of Frontier Communication’s 
Northwest territories in Oregon to Northwest Fiber, a telecommunications service 



provider with a strong financial position based in Everett, Washington. The PUC 
included 75 conditions to its approval to ensure Oregon customers are not 
harmed by the merger and that Frontier’s Oregon customers will continue to have 
the same services available, while potentially experiencing improvements in 
service quality. The conditions cover areas such as customer protections, 
reporting requirements, financial conditions, safety, service quality, financial 
reporting, expansion of broadband infrastructure, and assurances of proper 
handling of customer complaints. Under the PUC’s conditions, Northwest Fiber 
has committed to spend a minimum of $50 million on the improvement and 
expansion of high-speed broadband infrastructure in Oregon, with at least $10 
million to improve broadband service in more rural communities within Frontier 
Communication’s service territory. / IMMIGRATION: A divided U.S. Supreme 
Court is allowing the Trump administration to put in place a policy connecting the 
use of public benefits with whether immigrants could become permanent 
residents.  The new policy can be used to deny green cards to immigrants over 
their use of public benefits including Medicaid, food stamps and housing 
vouchers, as well as other factors. The justices' order came by a 5-4 vote and 
reversed a ruling from the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New York that had 
kept in a place a nationwide hold on the policy following lawsuits that have been 
filed against it. /  
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SAFETY: The Central Lane 9-1-1 Communications Center is currently unable to 
receive 911 calls from phones with 822 prefixes. If someone experiencing an 
emergency can’t get out on their cell phone, they can respond to the upper 
McKenzie Fire Station for help. The issue is a fiber cut, which will need repair. 
More information will be provided as soon as possible.; Eugene Police were 
called to the Amazon Creek natural area near 11th Avenue and Oakpatch Road 
early yesterday afternoon after students from Churchill High School working on a 
project in the area spotted a body. Police say it appears to be a suicide. The Lane 
County Medical Examiner will determine cause of death. ; A broken gas line 
forced traffic detours and the evacuation of a nearby daycare center in South 
Eugene yesterday.  It affected a stretch of Willamette Street between 22nd and 
24th Avenues and from Portland Street to Amazon Parkway. Crews cleared the 
area after a couple of hours. ; The Eugene Police Department is investigating a 
train-pedestrian fatal crash at the 3rd Avenue at Washington Street railroad 
crossing. Investigators say the woman involved in the incident died. The roadway 
has reopened to traffic but the rail line remains closed while Eugene Police and 
Union Pacific Railroad continue their investigation.  The Lane County Medical 
Examiner is working to determine the woman’s identity. / ENVIRONMENT, 
TRANSPORTATION: Rockslides triggered by heavy, prolonged rains briefly 
closed some roads and highways around Western Oregon, including Highway 62, 
which leads to Crater Lake National Park. It closed Tuesday morning after two 
boulders the size of a small living room crashed onto the roadway, damaging a 
passing car. The driver was treated for non-life threatening injuries. A spokesman 
for the Oregon Department of Transportation says the boulders fell from a hillside 
that had experienced pounding rain and repeated freezing and thawing of the 
rock during the winter. The highway reopened overnight to single lane traffic with 
flaggers and pilot cars and crews expect to spend the next few days clearing 
loose rock from the hillside. Elsewhere, officials in Yamhill County said a driver 
was rescued from a flooded vehicle Tuesday morning near Amity after the car 
stalled in about a foot of water.  ; Travelers on Highway 101 north of Newport 
should expect rough roads in the three-mile slide area near Moolack Beach 
between Mileposts 133 and 136. The slide is moving again. Crews will be out 
today to begin repairs. Expect delays up to 20 minutes. / EDUCATION: The 
Mapleton Schools are closed today. No preschool, as well. There was a water 
main leak yesterday. All after-school activities canceled. Coaches will contact 



athletes regarding practice. / TRANSPORTATION: On Highway 38 heading for 
the coast, construction begins next week on the Scottsburg Bridge replacement 
project. This is a $40 million project that will include construction of the new span 
and removal of the old bridge. It is scheduled for completion in Late Summer, 
2022. During February, lead contractor Hamilton Construction will prepare the 
work zone, build staging areas and mobilize equipment. Construction signs will be 
installed throughout the work zone and dozens of trees cleared. At least one lane 
of Oregon 38 will remain open at all times. If you’re traveling the highway through 
the work area, expect intermittent single-lane closures and brief delays the next 
few months. Flaggers will provide traffic control as needed. After some trees have 
been cleared and weather improves, Hamilton will begin excavation work on the 
north and south bank of the Umpqua River. The contractor will also build a 
temporary work platform that extends into the river. Construction of the new 
bridge is expected to begin later this spring. The old bridge will remain open to 
traffic until the new one is completed. / ELECTIONS, POLITICS: Oregon Gov. 
Kate Brown wants voters to consider whether the state should add a tax when 
real estate changes hands. She’s asking lawmakers to consider referring the 
issue to the ballot, with the proceeds allocated to pay for creation of more 
affordable housing. Lawmakers return to Salem next week for a 35-day session. 
Oregon Public Broadcasting reports Brown’s proposal, now known as House Joint 
Resolution 203, would exempt the first $500,000 of a property’s value from 
taxation. The governor’s proposal does not suggest a tax rate nor set a goal for 
how much revenue she’d like to raise. Affordable housing and reducing 
homelessness are already on the agenda for the legislative session. House 
Democratic leaders want lawmakers to declare a housing “state of emergency” in 
Oregon and will push for passage of a $120 million package to help communities 
establish shelters and provide housing.  / IMMIGRATION, LEGAL, LOW-
INCOME: The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday issued a ruling that allows the 
Trump administration to put into place a policy known as the “public charge” rule. 
The rule can be used to deny immigrants “green cards” if they use public benefits 
such as Medicaid, food stamps or housing vouchers. Yesterday, Oregon officials 
outlined which benefits are affected under the ruling. They include non-
emergency coverage under the Oregon Health Plan, as well as the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program known as “SNAP” and the Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families program. Section 8 rental assistance is also affected. But 
officials with the Oregon Health Authority note the “public charge” rule does not 
apply to many federal and state programs, including Oregon Health Plan 
coverage for youth younger than age 21 and for women who are pregnant and up 
to 60 days after giving birth. Coverage remains in place for programs such as 
Medicaid-covered Special education services, early Head Start and Head Start-
Oregon Pre-Kindergarten, and employment-related daycare childcare 
reimbursement. And state officials say immigrants also still have access to most 
aspects of the Free and Reduced School Lunch Program, the Women, Infants, 
and Children (WIC) supplemental nutrition program and Oregon Food Bank 
programs and services. Officials with the Oregon Health Authority said earlier this 
winter they opposed implementation of the “public charge” rule because they 
considered it directly in conflict with their mission of providing health care to 
everyone in the state. / HEATH: There have been only five confirmed cases of the 
coronavirus in the U.S. In every case, the people who were diagnosed had visited 



the Chinese province where it originated. U.S. health officials say the risk of 
contracting the virus is low right now. But that hasn’t stopped people from 
worrying and chasing some crazy theories on how to prevent its spread. The 
Daily Beast reports that one conspiracy theorist website has urged its readers to 
drink bleach, even though bleach is poisonous to humans, in order to protect 
themselves from the virus. That prompted a warning from the Food & Drug 
Administration: Do NOT drink bleach. And The Oregonian and OregonLive 
reports that many people, seeing the name “coronavirus,” have concluded the 
virus has a connection to Corona beer. The Miami Herald reports that Google 
searches for “Corona Beer” and “Corona Beer Virus” were both up in the past 
week and noted that the search engine might not be helping matters, since the 
phrase “corona beer virus” is the second option Google predicts when someone 
types in “corona.” But there’s no connection: The coronavirus is named as such 
because of the crown-like spikes on its surface. Corona means “crown” in Latin. 
So drinking Coronas won’t give you the virus. Neither will not drinking Coronas. 
That said, the Centers for Disease Control remind you that there are simple things 
you can do to protect yourself from the virus—and the much more common 
influenza viruses: Wash your hands, avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth 
with dirty hands, and avoid people who are sick. Cover your cough. And stay 
home from work and school if you’re not feeling well. / BUSINESS, 
AGRICULTURE: Officials with the agencies that regulate legal marijuana and 
cannabis products in Oregon and Washington meet today to discuss how hemp is 
affecting the industry. They’re taking part in sessions at the Hemp-CBD Connex 
conference in Portland, an event sponsored by farmers and companies in the 
cannabis industry. The conference is now in its sixth year. It comes as hemp 
crops, markets and products continue to expand and regulators work to ensure 
crops are properly labeled, tested and tracked. Representatives from the Oregon 
Liquor Control Commission and the Washington state’s Liquor & Cannabis Board 
are among those attending. / FAMILY, ANIMALS: Do you have a soft spot for 
animals? Can you foster one or more in need of some short-term housing and 
care? In 2019, Greenhill Humane Society cared for more than 3,600 animals, a 
record number for the shelter in recent years. Volunteer foster families helped 
care for 626 of those animals. In 2020, Greenhill anticipates even more animals to 
come through the shelter, which will require more foster homes. Staff would love 
to recruit 40 to 50 new families this year. On Saturday, February 1 from 12 to 2 
p.m., Greenhill is hosting a Foster Program Open House on Animal lovers will be 
able to learn more about Greenhill's foster program, what to expect as a first-time 
foster, the many rewards of the program and how fostering saves animals' 
lives. Foster families make an enormous contribution to Greenhill and the animals 
of Lane County. Greenhill foster parents open their hearts and homes to many 
types of animals such as kittens, puppies, rabbits, nursing moms with babies and 
adult animals recovering from surgery or illness. Greenhill provides all of the 
supplies, including food, medication and veterinarian consultations. Foster stays 
can vary from two weeks to several months, depending on the animal’s needs 
and the foster parent’s availability. You may also help in other ways, by 
purchasing items on Greenhill’s wish list or making a financial donation. To learn 
more, go to www.green-hill.org / CRIME: The murder trial for a Portland man 
charged with fatally stabbing two passengers and injuring another on a light-rail 
train is underway. Prosecutors told jurors Tuesday that other passengers thought 



the stabbing was a fist fight until they saw blood spurting from the victims' necks. 
Jeremy Christian has pleaded not guilty to murder in the deaths of Ricky Best and 
Taliesin Namkai-Meche in 2017. A third passenger was severely injured. 
Prosecutors say Christian was shouting racist slurs and the men were trying to 
protect two young black women, including one wearing a Muslim head covering, 
when they were stabbed. / HOMELESSNESS: The City Council in Salem is 
reconsidering its homeless camping ban. Since the ban took effect in mid-
December the city has been scrambling to find options where to put the roughly 
300 homeless people who have been living on downtown sidewalks.  The 
Statesman Journal reports that Councilor Tom Anderson moved to have the city 
council consider limiting its camping ban to downtown, city parks and residentially 
zoned neighborhoods at its Feb. 10 meeting. /  
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POLITICS: Democrats in the Oregon Statehouse seek to have voters change its 
quorum rules, so walkouts by lawmakers can no longer stymie legislation. The 
joint resolution, filed the week before the Legislature starts its 35-day “short 
session” on Monday, seeks to make a simple majority in the House and the 
Senate sufficient to constitute a quorum to do business.  In 2019, Republicans 
staged two walkouts to deny Democrats a quorum in order to tie up bills aiming to 
sideline proposed cap-and-trade legislation as well as proposals on gun control 
and vaccines. Currently two-thirds of members of each chamber must be present 
to conduct business. / GOVERNMENT: One week after Tillamook County 
government was hit by a cyberattack, its computers remain unplugged while a 
cybersecurity firm tries to negotiate with criminals who deployed the ransomware. 
That’s according to county officials, who say the outage is creating the most 
havoc for the taxation and clerk's offices in the coastal county. Customers have 
been checking out books from county libraries the old-fashioned way, with paper 
and pen, instead of scanning them.  / HEALTH, COMMUNITIES: The 
Environmental Protection Agency announced a $1.1 million grant to help Oregon 
agencies test and identify sources of lead in drinking water in schools and child-
care facilities. EPA officials say ensuring access to clean drinking water and 
protecting children from exposure to lead are critically important to youth health 
and brain development. The funding comes in the wake of the Flint, Michigan, 
water crisis and recent tests that indicate higher-than-allowed levels of lead in 
water sources and water fixtures, including faucets and drinking fountains, across 
Oregon and the U.S. / EDUCATION: Lane Community College has received an 
18-month, $125,000 grant to make it easier for students to apply for admission. A 
core portion of the grant will help Lane increase its outreach to high school 
students. The grant was awarded through a program known as GEAR UP, an 
acronym which stands for “Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for 
Undergraduate Programs.” The program is funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education and administered by Oregon State University and is designed to help 
more high school students pursue higher education. / ENVIRONMENT, 
RECREATION: How aggressively are invasive plants such as European 
beachgrass and Scotch broom spreading across the Oregon Dunes? So much so 
that officials say within 10-20 years the open sand near Baker Beach, north of 
Florence, could become covered with vegetation and the view from the Oregon 
Dunes Overlook south of Florence could lose its vista of sand within 20-30 years. 



Experts say invasive plants are taking away an average of ten acres of open sand 
across the Oregon Dunes every year. But officials with the Siuslaw National 
Forest are a step closer to restoring 13,000 acres of the dunes on the Central 
Coast. This month, they released the Final Environmental Assessment and Draft 
Decision Notice for the project, which is open for public comment and awaiting 
approval from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. The goal is to improve and 
enhance the dunes for native plants and animals, while maintaining and restoring 
recreation opportunities. The restoration areas are located throughout the Oregon 
Dunes National Recreation Area and near Baker Beach, north of Florence. The 
dunes once included vast swaths of open sand, which have shrunk or 
disappeared as invasive plants have moved in. The Siuslaw National Forest 
proposal focuses on removing invasive plants, including European beachgrass 
and Scotch broom, by hand, with bulldozers and other heavy machinery, through 
prescribed burns and with targeted applications of herbicides. Officials say 
they’ve adjusted the location of some restoration operations to avoid impacts on 
Pacific marten, a small mammal found in shrubby areas of the dunes, which is 
currently proposed for listing under the Endangered Species Act. They note that 
creating larger areas of open sand will enhance critical habitat for the seabird 
known as the Snowy plover. A final decision notice will be issued at the close of 
the 45-day objection period if no objections are received and pending 
concurrence from US Fish and Wildlife Service. / RECREATION, ECONOMY: 
Last night, Cycle Oregon revealed its four ride routes for 2020 at its Kickoff Party 
in Portland. CLASSIC (September 12-19): In 2020, Cycle Oregon’s flagship 
seven-day ride is headed to Eastern Oregon, home to the majestic Painted Hills 
and other geological wonders. The ride includes stops in the historic “frontier” 
towns of John Day, Monument, Fossil, Mitchell and Dayville. New this year, 
Classic lets riders customize their experience, offering a wide range of route 
lengths (with weeklong totals ranging from 272 to 443 miles, and total elevation 
gain between 15,280 and 35,245 feet), plus 60 miles of optional gravel detours. 
The Classic also includes two layover days, giving people the ability to expand 
their Eastern Oregon experience through local community-service projects 
arranged by Cycle Oregon and off-bike activities, such as hikes in the John Day 
Fossil Beds and fossil-hunting excursions. GRAVEL (May 15-17): Cycle Oregon’s 
GRAVEL ride gives cyclists the opportunity to experience the challenges and 
scenic beauty of riding roads less traveled—both gravel and paved—while being 
fully supported, Cycle Oregon-style. This year’s ride, which is limited to 500 
riders, is based out of Tygh Valley, where the high prairie meets White River 
Canyon and the foothills of Mount Hood. Gravel grinders will experience 
challenging hills as well as easy rollers through the wildflowers, wheat fields and 
forested roads east of Mount Hood. After a warm shower, riders can toast each 
other with complimentary local beers and share stories while listening to live 
music and enjoying a fully catered meal. JOYRIDE (June 20): Cycle Oregon’s 
one-day celebration of women and bikes is returning to Independence, in the 
heart of the scenic Willamette Valley. Women cyclists of all ages with all levels of 
experience can choose among three different fully supported rides (18, 40 and 64 
miles). Joyride offers smooth roads, challenging hills, gravel road options, 
beautiful scenery and excellent aid stations. Joyriders are rewarded with a lively 
party in Independence featuring delicious, locally sourced food, Willamette Valley 
wines and beer, and live music. WEEKENDER (July 24-26): Cycle Oregon’s 



WEEKENDER is based at Oregon State University in Corvallis this year and 
offers a cycling event with a summer festival vibe, and a great summer vacation 
for active families and groups of friends. There are a variety of routes for all ages 
and abilities, all with food and camping. The camp includes live music and a beer 
and wine garden. Registration for all rides is now open at www.cycleoregon.com / 
COMMUNITY, PUBLIC SERVICE: We don’t have the population of a lot of states, 
but Oregonians have stepped up over the years to make life better for people 
around the world. That’s reflected in this month’s report from the Peace Corps, 
which finds Oregon ranked Number Six, per capita, among the states for Peace 
Corps volunteers. The Peace Corps was created by President Kennedy in 1961 
and sends Americans abroad on behalf of the U.S. to work in communities on 
projects ranging from education and health, to economic development and 
agriculture, environment and youth programs. More than 175 Peace Corps 
members from Eugene, Bend, Portland and other communities currently are 
serving worldwide. Officials with the volunteer agency say that over the past six 
decades close to 6,600 Oregonians have served. / SAFETY: Investigators 
yesterday released the name of the woman who died from what they’ve described 
as a “medical event” on Sunday morning at Terwilliger Hot Springs. They say she 
is 25-year-old Kaylee Marie Price of Florence. The Lane County Sheriff's Office 
says the medical examiner is working to determine the cause of death. Terwilliger 
Hot Springs is a popular spot near Cougar Reservoir off Highway 126 in the 
Oregon Cascades. Investigators say the Price had been at the hot springs with 
two friends when she experienced the medical event. Officials say bystanders 
administered aid until emergency personnel arrived to take over but the woman 
died. / LOW-INCOME, COMMUNITY, CHARITY: It’s that time of year: Your 
dreams of gooey grilled-cheese sandwiches can be realized at local restaurants 
and food carts. The “Grilled Cheese Experience” benefits our local food bank, 
FOOD for Lane County. Every day in February, 25 participating food sellers are 
donating $2 from each grilled-cheese sandwich sale to the food bank. A generous 
local donor has agreed to match the contributions, which means your order not 
only fills your belly but does twice the good work locally. Last year’s event raised 
more than $21,000. There are some classic and creative offerings. And since this 
is a Leap Year, the Grilled Cheese Experience, presented by Kendall Cares, lasts 
one extra day. There’s even a Grilled Cheese Experience Passport you may pick 
up and use to collect stamps. The Grilled Cheese Experience holds a kick-off 
event Friday (Jan. 31) from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at the River Road Bi-Mart. The Franz 
Grilled Cheese Machine will be making sandwiches. This is a great place to pick 
up your 2020 Grilled Cheese Experience Passport and get your first stamps. 
There are also ways to win prizes by sharing posts about the fundraiser on social 
media. Go to www.foodforlanecounty.org for details or look for the Grilled Cheese 
Experience Facebook page. / COMMUNITY, RECREATION, DEVELOPMENT: 
Maybe it’s where you learned to swim, where you go to work out or to watch your 
child’s swim meet or water polo match. Eugene’s Sheldon Pool is a popular spot. 
And planning is underway to renovate and expand the facility. The money was 
approved by voters in the 2018 Eugene Parks and Recreation Bond and Levy. 
Now that you’ve approved the funding, it’s time to share your thoughts on the 
project. The city is holding a pair of community sessions in two weeks, on 
Wednesday, Febuary 12, and Thursday, February 13, at the Campbell 
Community Center off 2nd and High Streets. Both are evening sessions that run 



from 6-8 p.m. The effort calls for expansion of the fitness center, upgrades to the 
bathrooms and locker rooms, safety and energy efficiency updates, and improved 
parking. Mark your calendar: Community members are invited to learn more and 
provide input at meetings from 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12 and Thursday, Feb. 
13 at Campbell Community Center, 155 High Street. It’s a chance to see some 
earlier design options and share your thoughts.  Can’t make it to the sessions? 
Eugene Parks and Rec is also offering an online survey. I’ve shared it on my 
TracyKKNU Facebook page. See the survey at surveymonkey.com/r/sheldonpool 
For more information about the 2018 Eugene Parks and Recreation Bond and 
Levy, visit eugparksandrec.org For more information about programming at 
Sheldon Pool & Fitness Center, visit getrec.org / COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT: 
Here’s a great way to get outside, learn how to plant trees, meet people, and help 
make the Eugene-Springfield area greener and healthier – all in a few hours. 
Hummingbird Wholesale and Mountain Rose Herbs, along with PeaceHealth 
Rides, are joining with Friends of Trees to host a volunteer tree-planting day on 
Saturday, February 1, from 8:45 a.m.–12 p.m. Participants meet at the 
Hummingbird Wholesale parking lot at 150 Shelton McMurphey Blvd. in Eugene 
to enjoy free coffee, tea and breakfast treats and get a quick orientation. You’ll 
break into small groups and be supplied with gloves and tools before everyone 
heads to the tree-planting locations. Many groups are bicycling to the sites and 
PeaceHealth Rides will provide loaner bikes for volunteers who need them. Last 
year’s event attracted more than 80 people who worked in eight volunteer teams 
to plant a total 48 young trees in parts of South and North Eugene. This is a great 
event for individuals, families and groups. Want to take part? Organizers would 
love it if you registered in advance, so they know how much gear and coffee, tea 
and snacks to provide. Sign up at friendsoftrees.org , email 
eugenetrees@FriendsofTrees.org , or call them at 541-632-3683. / 
TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY, SPORTS: It's time for Super Bowl Sunday. But no 
matter which team you are rooting for, “Fans Don’t Let Fans Drive Drunk.” That's 
the campaign from The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to help 
keep impaired drivers from getting behind the wheel. In Oregon, drivers are 
considered alcohol-impaired if they have a blood alcohol concentration of .08 or 
higher. Drunken driving can be deadly and even small amounts of alcohol can 
impair judgement. According to the latest federal figures 37,133 people died in 
traffic crashes in 2017, and drunken driving contributed to close to one-third of 
those crashes. Have a game plan for the night so friends and family know who 
the designated driver will be. If you’re not the designated driver, turn over your 
keys to a sober driver before you begin drinking. Or consider other ride options, 
including taxis, ride-hailing services and public transportation. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE: January storms have produced heavy 
amounts of precipitation in the Pacific Northwest. Most SNOTEL sites showed not 
only healthy precipitation totals but strong figures for the amount of water in the 
snow—known as the “snow water equivalent.” For example, the snow water 
equivalent stands at 98 percent of normal on Willamette Pass; 97 percent of 
normal at Santiam Pass. Many additional sites west of the Cascades are at or 
near record amounts of rainfall, thanks to a series of storms this month that 
brought heavy rains known as “atmospheric rivers” to the region. Here in Eugene-
Springfield, we’ve had close to 6.6 inches of rain this month, only about one-tenth 
of an inch below normal. But we’re still in a bit of a deficit for the overall rain year, 
which began October 1. We had some dry periods in October and November and 
while the normal rainfall totals are 25-and-a-half inches by now, our rain year total 
is at 14.4 inches—which is 11 inches below normal. ; Rainfall totals as of 
Wednesday, January 30: Month to date: 6.59”. Normal month to date: 6.67” (-
0.08”). Since Oct. 1: 14.40”. Normal since Oct. 1: 25.47” (-11.07”). / 
TRANSPORTATION: The left lane will be closed in each direction on the Beltline 
Highway at Delta Highway from 10 p.m. Friday, Jan. 31, through 6 a.m. Monday, 
Feb. 3. Expect slow traffic throughout the weekend. The lane closures are needed 
to complete two shafts in the median of Beltline Highway, just east of the Delta 
Highway overpass. The shafts are part of the foundation for the new overpass 
that is part of the Beltline-Delta Interchange Project. During the same time, pilot 
vehicles will lead rolling slowdowns on eastbound Beltline Highway as equipment 
is moved in and out of the construction zone. Expect slow traffic and delays from 
Northwest Expressway to Delta Highway. Travelers should stay alert and drive 
cautiously through the construction zone. Use all of both lanes up until the closing 
lane ends, and then take turns merging to go through the work zone in the open 
lane – like a zipper. When traffic is backed up, everyone moves through the work 
zone faster and more safely if two lanes of travelers merge at the point where a 
lane closes rather than moving over when they see signs that a merge is coming, 
or diving in somewhere in-between. The Beltline/Delta Interchange Project will 
improve safety and traffic flow at the interchange by: Realigning the Goodpasture 
Island Road on-ramp to northbound Delta Highway; Installing a new bridge over 
Beltline Highway for the new northbound Delta Highway to westbound Beltline 
Highway on-ramp; Removing the southeast loop ramp from eastbound Beltline 
Highway to northbound Delta Highway; Installing an intersection on Delta 



Highway for the eastbound Beltline Highway off-ramp. / SPORTS: Quick roundup 
on last night’s college basketball action: Satou Sabally scored 23 points and 
Ruthy Hebard added 21 points and 13 rebounds to lead the No. 3 Oregon women 
to a 90-63 victory over Utah. Sabrina Ionescu had 10 points, 10 assists and seven 
rebounds and Erin Boley added 11 points and six rebounds for the Ducks. 
Oregon earned its sixth straight win Thursday night and swept the season series. 
; The 10th-ranked Oregon State women snapped a three-game losing streak with 
a 79-52 rout of the Colorado Buffaloes behind junior guard Aleah Goodman's big 
night. Goodman scored a career-high 26 points and sank a career-best seven 3-
pointers in helping the Beavers snap their longest losing skid since the 2013-2014 
season. ; Payton Pritchard scored 21 points and broke Oregon’s all-time assists 
record in leading the No. 11 Ducks to a 77-72 victory over California. Chris Duarte 
added 19 points as Oregon remained on top of the conference standings with the 
victory Thursday night. ; Jarod Lucas scored a season-high 21 points, Kylor Kelly 
matched his season-high with seven blocks and Oregon State ended a four-game 
losing streak to Stanford with a 68-63 victory. Tres Tinkle added 15 points and 
Ethan Thompson had 14 for the Beavers. / CRIME: Prosecutors say she worked 
for Weyerhaeuser for decades but embezzled more than $4.5 million dollars from 
the firm over the past 15 years. This week, 61-year-old Susan Tranberg of 
Eugene pleaded guilty in federal court to charges of mail fraud, aggravated 
identity theft and tax evasion. She could face up 20 years in prison, a $250,000 
fine. Investigators say the crimes go back to 2004, when Tranberg created a fake 
contract with a bogus vendor and submitted fraudulent invoices for payment. 
Prosecutors say as the scheme progressed, Tranberg forged colleagues’ 
signatures on check requests and used their computer login credentials without 
authorization to create requests and approve fraudulent payments. As part of her 
plea agreement, Tranberg has agreed to pay $4,581,218 in restitution to 
Weyerhaeuser and $807,033 in restitution to the IRS. ; Springfield Police 
yesterday arrested a Junction City man, saying he set fire to a veterinary hospital 
earlier this month after a billing disagreement involving his cat. 41-year-old 
Matthew Wayne Rossi is facing charges of Arson, Criminal Mischief, and 
Endangering in connection with the incident last week. Police say Rossi had been 
at the Emergency Veterinary Hospital on Springfield’s West Q Street earlier and 
became disruptive during the disagreement over the billing. He was asked to 
leave. Police were called. But when officers arrived, he had left the area. Shortly 
before 3:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 22, crews were called to a report of a 
fire burning on the outside back wall of the building, which destroyed an electrical 
box and damaged part of the structure. The veterinary hospital also filled with 
smoke. Ten employees and several animals were inside when the fire was set. 
Investigators said the arsonist used an accelerant to fuel the fire. They used 
surveillance footage from the hospital and nearby businesses to identify Rossi as 
the suspect. / GOVERNMENT: It’s down to two in the renewed search for 
Springfield’s next city manager. Springfield City Council members meet in a non-
public executive session on Monday to continue the process. Their finalists are: 
Nancy Newton, the assistant county executive and chief operating officer for 
Sacramento County, California. Prior to that, she worked for Clackamas County, 
Oregon; and Raymond Lee, the Public Works Director for the City of Amarillo, 
Texas. Before that, he worked for various departments for the City of Dallas, 
Texas. This is the second round of finalists after Springfield City Council members 



decided in July to extend their search. Gino Grimaldi retired at the end of June. / 
POLITICS, ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: Oregon lawmakers are looking at several 
bills that could change the way the state fights wildfires, and how it tries to 
prevent them. The Legislature convenes in Salem on Monday. The Oregonian 
and OregonLive report the plan comes from members of a panel appointed by the 
governor. Their proposal calls for restoring forest health through thinning, 
removing brush and small trees, and increasing prescribed burns. Critics argue 
that forest thinning projects are expensive and have a low probability of 
success. The governor’s forest treatment plan calls for spending $4 billion over 
the next 20 years, which works out to $200 million a year.  / HOUSING, LOW-
INCOME: Lots of efforts underway to create more affordable housing in our 
community. And many of them are through “Homes for Good,” Lane County’s 
housing agency. If you’ve been downtown, you’ve probably seen the new hotel 
and retail project at Sixth and Pearl Streets. But right next-door, at Sixth and Oak, 
is Homes for Goods’ Market district Commons. The 50-unit complex will provide 
affordable housing for individuals and families to live and work close to downtown 
and the Lane Transit bus station. Some of the units will be set aside for veterans 
and people with disabilities. Meantime, out on Martin Luther King Junior 
Boulevard across from Autzen Stadium, there’s a project taking shape next to the 
Lane County Behavioral Health facility. The Commons at MLK will provide 51 
units for people who are chronically homeless and have mental health issues. 
Planners say there’s evidence from across the country that if you can get 
someone off the streets into stable housing, their mental health also improves. 
But locating the complex adjacent to Lane County Behavioral Health, officials say 
it will be easier to treat the residents and provide other services to help them get 
their lives back on-track. Those are just two of a number of fascinating affordable 
housing projects underway in our community. Coming up at 6:30 Sunday morning 
on “Community Forum,” we sit down with Homes for Good Executive Director 
Jacob Fox to learn more. That’s at 6:30 a.m. Sunday, right here on New Country 
93.3. / HEALTH, COVID-19: U.S. officials yesterday advised against all travel to 
China as the number of cases of a new virus spiked more than tenfold in one 
week, including the highest death toll in a 24-hour period. The virus has infected 
close to 10,000 people globally in just two months with more than 200 deaths—an 
unsettling sign of its spread among people that yesterday prompted the World 
Health Organization to declare the outbreak a global emergency. China has 
placed more than 50 million people under virtual quarantine, while countries, 
companies and airlines have cut back severely on travel to China and 
quarantined those who recently passed through the city of Wuhan and 
surrounding areas. ; The new case of coronavirus, the sixth reported in the United 
States, was announced yesterday. The patient is the husband of a Chicago 
woman in her 60s who recently returned from a trip to China. He had not made 
the overseas trip but instead contracted the illness from his wife, making it the first 
case of person-to-person transmission in the U.S. The other five U.S. cases also 
were travelers who developed the illness after returning to the U.S. from China. 
Experts expected some additional cases in the U.S. and at least a limited spread 
of the disease in this country. But they are monitoring the family members and 
close friends of the U.S. patients for symptoms and working to reduce any spread 
of the virus. ; There is no vaccine for the Wuhan coronavirus—this strain is simply 
too new. But researchers in Australia announced on Wednesday that they were 



able to use a patient sample to grow the strain in a laboratory. Long-term, that 
could lead to development of a vaccine. And short-term, it will allow researchers 
to quickly develop new diagnostic tests for the virus. Scientists say that will be 
essential if are to track the fast-moving pathogen’s spread across China and the 
rest of the globe. ; The U.S. has advised against all travel to China after the World 
Health Organization declared the outbreak of a new virus that has spread to more 
than a dozen countries a global emergency. The number of cases spiked more 
than tenfold in a week, including the highest death toll in a 24-hour period. The 
State Department's travel advisory told Americans currently in China to consider 
departing using commercial means and requested that all non-essential U.S. 
government personnel defer travel "in light of the novel coronavirus.” China 
counted 9,692 confirmed cases with a death toll of 213, including 43 new 
fatalities. Meanwhile, China's foreign ministry says it will send charter flights to 
bring home residents of worst-hit Hubei province from overseas. ; American 
Airlines pilots have sued their company to make it stop all flights to China 
immediately because of the coronavirus outbreak. The Allied Pilots Association, 
which represents American’s 15,000 pilots, asked a state district court in Dallas 
for an injunction to halt the flights immediately. The union cited declarations by 
international health experts that the virus is a public health emergency. The 
union's president is directing his members to reject assignments to fly to China, 
and for those there to leave the country as soon as they can. American 
announced Wednesday that it will suspend flights between Los Angeles and both 
Beijing and Shanghai beginning Feb. 9. But the airline has not announced 
changes in flights between Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport and Beijing, 
Shanghai and Hong Kong or between Los Angeles and Hong Kong. ; Tokyo 
Olympic organizers are trying to shoot down rumors that this year's 2020 Games 
might be canceled or postponed because of the spread of a new coronavirus. 
Japan so far has reported no deaths from the coronavirus that has killed more 
than 200 people in China. Tokyo organizers told The Associated Press that they 
“have never discussed cancelling the games.” The IOC told AP that preparations 
“continue as planned." Rumors of a cancellation have spread on social media in 
Japan amid reports that the Swiss-based IOC had met with the World Health 
Organization about the outbreak. The WHO has called the virus a global 
emergency. ; A World Health Organization official in Africa says the new virus 
"could overwhelm health systems we have in Africa."  Dr. Michel Yao, emergency 
operations program manager in Africa, spoke to The Associated Press on Friday 
after WHO declared the new coronavirus a global health emergency and cited 
"countries with weaker health systems which are ill-prepared to deal with it."  Yao 
said WHO has listed high-priority countries with direct China flights or many 
visitors from China, where thousands of people have been infected.  The high-
priority countries include Algeria, Angola, Congo, Ethiopia, Ghana, Ivory Coast, 
Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. Within 
the next few days, at least 20 countries in Africa will be supplied with the reagent 
needed to test samples for the virus, Yao said. /  

 
  



PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
02/03/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 

 
ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

 
SCHOOLS, SAFETY: Some school delays this morning because of icy 
conditions. / HOMELESS, SAFETY: The National Weather Service is forecasting 
a low of 28 degrees tonight. Anytime the forecast dips below 30 degrees during 
the winter months, the volunteer-run Egan Warming Centers open their doors 
across the area to provide shelters for individuals and families. The Egan 
Warming Centers will ACTIVATE on Monday night, February 3. / SPORTS: The 
Oregon Women’s Basketball team has a Top 5 match-up today at UConn. The 
Number Three Ducks meet the Number Four-ranked Huskies in Connecticut. The 
game is being broadcast at 4 p.m. on ESPN2. In weekend action: Sabrina 
Ionescu had 24 points, 13 assists and 10 rebounds to lead the No. 3 Oregon 
Ducks over the Colorado Buffaloes 101-53. Ionescu notched her 23rd career 
triple-double and her fifth of the season in just 27 minutes of play. With the Ducks 
leading by 41 after three quarters Ionescu sat out the final 10 minutes. Satou 
Sabally added 17 points, Minyon Moore had 15 and Ruthy Hebard added 10. 
Oregon (19-2, 9-1 Pac-12) showed no signs of overlooking the Buffaloes ahead of 
its top-five showdown at Connecticut today. ; Mikayla Pivec had 20 points, 12 
rebounds and five assists to lead No. 10 Oregon State to a 77-65 victory over 
Utah. Her best shot of the day didn’t even count as the senior swished a full-court 
shot after the first quarter buzzer sounded. Kat Tudor added 16 points and Aleah 
Goodman chipped in 11 for the Beavers (18-4, 6-4 Pac-12. Oregon State beat the 
Utes for the 12th straight time going back to 2013. ; Stanford rallied in the second 
half to beat No. 11 Oregon 70-60 on Saturday. Will Richardson scored 17 points 
for the Ducks, who had won four in a row. ; California beat Oregon State 69-67 on 
Saturday afternoon. Tres Tinkle had 19 points and seven rebounds for Oregon 
State. / POLITICS:  Oregon lawmakers return to the Capitol today to begin their 
35-day short session. But Republicans in both the House and Senate are 
threatening to walk out and shut things down if needed to stop any climate 
legislation similar to the one backed by Democrats last session. Democrats say 
this year’s cap-and-trade climate bill is different from last year’s, with changes 
designed to please GOP lawmakers. The Oregonian and OregonLive report it still 
would limit greenhouse gas emissions and require most big polluters including 
gas and diesel sellers and manufacturers to buy “allowances” to emit carbon, 
giving them an incentive to choose greener options. But backers say they’ve 
made significant changes to lessen the impact on rural Oregonians and industrial 
firms. They include a geographic phase-in of carbon pricing for gas and diesel 



that would affect the Portland area in 2022 and smaller metro areas in 2025 but 
exempt more rural areas until at least 19 counties opt into the program, which 
might never happen. Industrial companies, meanwhile, would only be regulated 
on the emissions generated by their industrial processes, not the natural gas they 
burn, cutting the number of firms directly affected from 30 to about 11. Backers 
added other enticements, including using a significant chunk of the money from 
the sale of allowances for forest restoration efforts, a potential source of jobs and 
capital in rural areas. But some Republicans and some industrial lobbyists are still 
threatening a walkout. If they do, it could jeopardize other legislative business. 
That includes decisions about how to allocate roughly $490 million in additional 
tax revenue plus a request for potentially more than $300 million in state bonding 
debt that public university leaders want for renovation and expansion projects on 
campuses around the state. Key deadlines to pass bills in the short session 
already loom: To stay alive, most bills must be scheduled for a work session by 
the end of the first week. A revenue forecast on Feb. 12 will inform budget 
choices, telling lawmakers whether they have more or less tax money to work 
with. ; Among other items potentially facing lawmakers during the next month: 
Lawmakers must also decide whether to guarantee K-12 schools and early 
childhood education programs will receive their full $1 billion from a new business 
tax. That would require the state to spend more income tax money on schools if 
proceeds from the new business tax falls short of state economists’ predictions. 
One priority for Governor Kate Brown is to pass legislation to bolster the state’s 
wildfire preparedness. She is looking for a significant chunk of money - as much 
as $200 million annually to fund forest restoration on 5.6 million acres over the 
next 20 years. That’s 10 percent of the state’s land. The plan comes from 
members of a panel appointed by the governor. Their proposal calls for restoring 
forest health through thinning, removing brush and small trees, and increasing 
prescribed burns. Critics argue that forest thinning projects are expensive and 
have a low probability of success. Brown also is backing a recommendation from 
her wildfire council to add 68 new positions at the forestry department and the 
state fire marshal’s office at cost of $40 million per biennium to modernize 
suppression efforts. Vaping will also be on the legislative docket, with bills that 
would ban all flavored products and a bill that would ban internet e-cigarette 
sales. The bills are intended to curb youth addiction to nicotine and come in the 
wake of a national vaping-related lung illness epidemic that has killed 60 people 
nationally and two in Oregon. The vast majority of the lung illnesses nationally are 
connected to illegal marijuana products, but nicotine vape liquids are still 
considered a possible culprit in some cases. The governor has also requested 
additional money for earthquake preparedness and $40 million for international 
track and field championships set to take place in Eugene in 2021. ; Oregon 
lawmakers are looking at several bills that could change the way the state fights 
wildfires, and how it tries to prevent them. The Legislature convenes in Salem this 
morning. The Oregonian and OregonLive report the plan comes from members of 
a panel appointed by the governor. The proposal calls for restoring forest health 
through thinning, removing brush and small trees, and increasing prescribed 
burns. Critics argue that forest thinning projects are expensive and have a low 
probability of success. The governor’s forest treatment plan calls for spending $4 
billion over the next 20 years, which works out to $200 million a year. It would 
focus on 5.6 million acres of forest and rangelands – an area equivalent to the 



state of New Jersey, or nearly 10 percent of Oregon’s entire land base. / 
POLITICS, HEALTH: The Oregonian and OregonLive report lawmakers will be 
asked to consider proposals to ban all flavored nicotine vaping products in the 
state now that the governor’s attempt at a temporary ban has failed. Backers say 
the proposals are part of an effort to target the explosion of teenage vaping. Last 
year, the Oregon Health Authority reported that more than 1 in 5 Oregon 11th 
graders said they had vaped a nicotine product in the last 30 days. That was a 66 
percent jump from 2017. The vaping industry is gearing up to fight the bill, fresh 
off a court overturning Gov. Kate Brown’s 180-day ban in October. That 
attempted ban was part of the executive order the governor signed in the wake of 
Oregon’s second death in the vaping-related lung illness epidemic. Most of the 
lung illnesses so far are connected to black market vape oils with THC, the 
chemical in marijuana that gets people high. Federal health officials say vitamin E 
acetate, a chemical used to cut these products to sell more of them, is very likely 
the leading culprit in the epidemic. But there are also some victims who appear to 
have vaped only nicotine products. It’s not yet clear what chemicals exactly may 
have sickened them. Store owners say the bill will destroy their businesses. A ban 
also risks sending people back to smoking cigarettes, they say. Smaller measures 
would strike the right balance between industry well-being, consumer needs and 
kid safety rather than an all-out ban, they argue. / ENVIRONMENT, ANIMALS: 
More evidence that tiny pieces of plastic are being eaten by and harming marine 
life. A researcher at Portland State University says microplastics are showing up 
in sand crabs along the Oregon coast. They might not be food for humans but 
they’re consumed by other ocean critters and are part of our marine ecosystem. 
Earlier PSU studies found evidence of the tiny plastic bits in most Oregon oysters 
and razor clams. The ingested plastics can affect reproduction and lead to early 
death. Microplastics come from a variety of sources, including ground-up plastic 
litter. But most comes from synthetic clothing—active wear ranging from yoga 
pants to fleece—which shed the fibers in the wash and bypass water treatment 
systems, winding up in rivers and the sea. Sand crabs eat by filtering small 
particles from the water and are considered in indicator species because their 
health can provide an early warning sign about the well-being of the ecosystem. 
They are also common prey for shorebirds, fish and some other marine 
mammals. / ANIMALS: The Oregon Zoo started its own Groundhog Day tradition 
Sunday with the introduction of Filbert the Beaver, aka “Stumptown Fil,” who 
predicted an early spring. While the nation watched as Punxsutawney Phil saw no 
shadow Sunday morning, bringing celebrated news of an early spring, The 
Oregonian and The OregonLive reports folks in Portland felt it was time to get 
some West Coast wildlife input. Stumptown Fil took a small scroll in his teeth, and 
when a zoo employee took the scroll and unrolled it, the words “Early Spring,” 
were written inside, cementing a prediction for warmer weather and avoiding the 
conflict that would have arisen had Stumptown Fil’s prediction differed from 
Punxsutawney Phil’s. According to the zoo, Fil is an American beaver, and 
because of its waterproof fur and a warm undercoat it can comfortably survive the 
cold weather. Despite these advantages, zoo experts say American beavers still 
prefer warmer weather. / BUSINESS: Oregon’s biggest cannabis company will 
pay a record $110,000 penalty to settle state allegations that it mislabeled its 
Select brand of vaping products. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that Cura 
Cannabis incorrectly claimed that more than 186,000 of its vapes were 100 



percent marijuana. The mislabeling and other conduct described in last week’s 
announcement are the latest in a string of controversies plaguing Cura Cannabis 
and apparently stood in the way of the Portland company completing its long-
delayed sale to a Massachusetts company called Curaleaf. The Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission, which regulates recreational marijuana for the state, said 
the agreement clears the way for the deal to go through. Curaleaf expected to 
close the acquisition over the weekend. The State of Oregon has levied more 
than 100 penalties against recreational marijuana companies since Oregon began 
licensing recreational marijuana companies in 2016, but this is the largest to date. 
Regulators initially proposed suspending Cura’s license altogether. / 
GOVERNMENT, DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY: Want an update on the effort 
to create downtown Eugene’s planned “Town Square”? Tuesday from 4:30-7:30 
p.m., the city is hosting a Town Square Open house at Whirled Pies, 199 West 
8th Avenue. It’s a chance to chat with the architects and landscape architects 
about the latest concepts. There also will be free pizza and activities for all ages. 
The Town Square would be created across the Park Blocks near the planned new 
Lane County Courthouse and City Hall and feature a Farmers Market Pavilion 
and other elements. / CRIME: A western Oregon man has been sentenced to just 
under 29 years in prison for shooting a Salem police officer. Thirty-nine-year-old 
Jaime Lee Jimenez received the sentence Friday in Marion County Circuit Court. 
He was found guilty of premeditated, attempted aggravated murder in December 
following the shooting of Salem Police Officer Michelle Pratt. She pulled Jimenez 
over in April and was shot in the left arm, both legs and her back. Her ballistic 
vest stopped the bullet that hit her back. Jimenez also pleaded guilty to four 
counts of second-degree assault and illegal possession of a firearm by a felon. / 
HEALTH: On Sunday, three more people in Northern California were diagnosed 
with the new coronavirus. The San Francisco Chronicle reports that brings 
California’s total confirmed cases of the respiratory illness to six. Four are in 
Northern California, two in Southern California. All but one of the patients had 
recently traveled from China. The other patient is the wife of one of those 
diagnosed. Massachusetts, Arizona and Washington state each have one patient 
as well. Illinois has two patients, including the spouse of a patient who was the 
first person in the nation affected by human-to-human transmission. The new 
coronavirus has sickened 17,205 people in China and about 150 people in two 
dozen other countries, including the United States. The virus has killed 361 
people in China and one person in the Philippines. But U.S. health officials say 
the risk of infection is low for most people unless you’re in close contact with 
someone who recently returned from the affected areas in China. And, as is the 
case during the annual cold and flu season, you may continue your regular 
activities as long as you maintaining good hygiene practices: Wash your hands 
frequently, cover your coughs and sneezes, and stay home if you feel sick. ; 
Details that have emerged about the new virus from China reveal how challenging 
it may be to control the outbreak. The virus has infected more than 17,000 people 
and spread to two dozen countries. Scientists have determined that the virus can 
spread person to person, even if someone is showing no symptoms. The next in 
line can continue to pass it on. The incubation period is up to two weeks, so 
people may not know where or when they picked it up. The risk to the public 
outside of China, where most cases are, is still considered low. ; The Department 
of Homeland Security is warning airline passengers that their flights may wind up 



rerouted if officials discover mid-flight that someone onboard has been in China in 
the last 14 days. The warning comes as the U.S. steps up its response to the 
coronavirus outbreak. DHS guidance comes in a notice released by the 
department Sunday as new travel restrictions officially go into effect for flights 
commencing after 5 p.m. EDT. And Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said that a 
"handful of flights will be heading to China to bring Americans back home from 
Hubei Province, which is at the heart of the coronavirus outbreak.; Chinese 
scientists say they have more evidence that the new virus that recently emerged 
in China likely originated in bats. In two papers published in the journal Nature, 
scientists report that genome sequences from several patients in Wuhan show 
the virus is closely related to the viruses that cause Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome, or SARS. SARS is believed to originate in bats, although it jumped to 
civet cats before infecting people in the 2002-2003 international outbreak. 
Although scientists suspect the latest virus outbreak in China began at a seafood 
market in Wuhan where wild animals were on sale and in contact with people, the 
animal source has not yet been pinpointed. ; Facebook officials say they’re 
working to help limit the spread of misinformation and harmful content about the 
coronavirus and will focus on providing helpful information to people. Facebook's 
head of health said in a post that the social media platform's third-party fact-
checkers are reviewing content and debunking false claims related to the 
coronavirus. Facebook is also removing content with false claims or conspiracy 
theories that have been flagged by global health organizations and local health 
authorities. That effort is particularly focused on claims designed to discourage 
treatment or taking appropriate precautions. / AGRICULTURE: As America's dairy 
industry endures tough times, farmers who hope to hang on are turning to every 
bit of technology they can find — and afford. That means buying robots that can 
milk cows faster and better than humans. Technology has played an important 
role in agriculture for years, but now it's become a life and death matter at dairy 
farms these days, as low milk prices have ratcheted up pressure on farmers to 
seek every possible efficiency to avoid joining the thousands of operations that 
have failed. At one dairy, each of the 9,000 cows has a microchip implanted in an 
ear that workers can scan with smartphones for up-to-the-minute information on 
how the animal is doing — everything from their nutrition to their health history to 
their productivity. Feed is calibrated to deliver a precise diet and machines handle 
the milking. The dairy industry is caught in a vise between consumer trends and 
competition. Americans are buying less milk as changing tastes steer them to milk 
substitutes from soy and almonds, or to entirely different drinks like flavored 
water. / HEALTH, YOUTH: The Food and Drug Administration on Friday 
approved the first treatment for children with peanut allergies.  Allergy experts say 
Aimmune Therapeutics' Palforzia promises to lower the chances that an 
accidental bite of peanuts causes a severe reaction, but it's not a cure. Children 
and teens swallow the peanut powder in tiny but escalating doses, to train their 
bodies to better tolerate peanuts. The treatment can cause possible serious 
reactions. The FDA says patients and doctors must enroll in a safety program. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: The National Weather Service has issued a sneaker 
wave warning for the southern Oregon coast, effective this morning through 
tonight. The warning applies to coastal portions of Douglas, Coos and Curry 
counties, which includes a large stretch of the Oregon coast south of Florence. 
Sneaker waves are unexpected surges of water that can run far up the beach and 
onto rocks and jetties during stormy conditions. It's easy for beachgoers to get 
caught up in the waves, which can drag people into the ocean or trap them under 
large logs and heavy pieces of driftwood. / SPORTS: Ruthy Hebard had 22 points 
and 12 rebounds to help No. 3 Oregon beat fourth-ranked UConn 74-56, handing 
the Huskies their first loss on campus in seven years. Sabrina Ionescu added 10 
points, nine rebounds and nine assists for the Ducks. The Ducks dominated the 
game, leading the Huskies by up to 20 points during the game and silencing the 
crowd in the sold-out Storrs Center. UConn had not lost on campus since falling 
to Notre Dame on Jan. 5, 2013. It was UConn's worst home loss since Dec. 5, 
2005, against North Carolina. ; South Carolina has retained its firm grip on the top 
spot in The Associated Press women's college basketball poll. The Gamecocks 
are just ahead of Baylor. Oregon, UConn and Louisville rounded out the first five 
teams in the poll. The Ducks are one of five Pac-12 teams in the Top 25. Oregon 
State moved up a notch to Number Nine. UCLA is Number Ten, Arizona is 
Number 12 and Arizona State is Number 19. ; South Carolina, Baylor, Louisville 
and Oregon would be the four top seeds if the women's NCAA Tournament began 
Monday. The NCAA has provided its first snapshot of the top 16 teams in the 
tournament field. Those schools would potentially host the opening two rounds of 
the NCAA Tournament, which begins March 20. Oregon State was slotted at 
Number 9 and would be a Number Three seed under the current standings. The 
initial reveal has five Pac-12 teams hosting the opening two rounds. The 
committee will do one more top 16 reveal on March 2. The final bracket will be 
unveiled on March 16. ; The Oregon men’s basketball team slipped three notches 
to Number 14 in yesterday’s Associated Press Men’s Top 25 poll. Arizona and 
Colorado are the only other Pac-12 teams in the standings, at Number 23 and 24, 
respectively. ; The Los Angeles Lakers' first game since Kobe Bryant's death was 
the second-most watched regular-season NBA game on ESPN. The game 
against the Portland Trail Blazers averaged 4.41 million viewers. The only 
telecast to surpass that since ESPN resumed NBA coverage in 2002 was a 
January 2003 game between the Lakers and Houston Rockets that featured the 



first matchup between Shaquille O'Neal and Yao Ming. According to Nielsen, the 
Bryant pregame ceremony averaged 5.23 million viewers. / CRIME: Eugene 
Police say they are still working to locate the suspect in Friday’s incident in a 
Santa Clara parking lot where a man fired into a vehicle in which a woman was 
sitting after a reported argument, then drove a her in a second vehicle to Junction 
City. Investigators contacted the woman over weekend and said she is safe and 
was not taken against her will. But they say the suspect, 43-year-old Daymien 
Jonathan Tilton of Goshen, faces charges of being a Felon In Possession of a 
Firearm and Unlawful Use of a Weapon. Police are still seeking him and 
yesterday said they believe he is staying in an area west of Eugene, where he 
possibly fled after leaving his vehicle in Junction City. Investigators issued a 
reminder that harboring a suspect is a criminal offense and that anyone sheltering 
Daymien Tilton might be prosecuted. Officials say if you know his whereabouts, 
do not attempt to contact him. It is believed he is armed and investigators say he 
has displayed erratic behavior. Instead, call 911. / SAFETY, WILDLIFE: 
Springfield Police say there was a cougar sighting late last night in the Thurston 
area and they are advising residents to be cautious. It was spotted shortly before 
11:30 last night, when a couple walking on the bike path near Thurston Park— 
located in the 700 block of 64th Street— said they heard a high-pitched chirp, 
followed by a loud growl coming from the tree line. The caller said they ran from 
the area and took shelter near the playground structure while calling police. They 
said the cougar was last seen walking westward along the fence line. Springfield 
police officers searched the area extensively but were unable to locate the 
cougar. But they note there was an earlier cougar sighting the night before in the 
6500 block of “E” Street at about the same time Sunday night. In that instance, a 
resident reported seeing a cougar in their back yard. The Oregon Department of 
Wildlife says should you encounter a cougar: Stay calm and initially stand your 
ground. Maintain direct eye contact. Do not run. Running triggers a chase 
response in cougars, which could lead to an attack. Pick up children but do so 
without bending down or turning your back on the cougar. Back away slowly. 
Raise your voice and speak firmly. Most cougars will leave an area if threatened, 
so leave them a way to escape. If the cougar seems aggressive, raise your arms 
to make yourself look larger and clap your hands. If in the very unusual event that 
a cougar attacks you, fight back with rocks, sticks, bear or pepper spray, tools, or 
any items available.  / GROWTH, COMMUNTY: Want an update on the effort to 
create downtown Eugene’s planned “Town Square”? Today from 4:30-7:30 p.m., 
the city is hosting a Town Square Open house at Whirled Pies, 199 West 8th 
Avenue. It’s a chance to chat with the architects and landscape architects about 
the latest concepts. There also will be free pizza and activities for all ages. The 
Town Square would be created across the Park Blocks near the planned new 
Lane County Courthouse and City Hall and feature a Farmers Market Pavilion 
and other elements. ; The Hayward Field renovation continues to take shape at 
the University of Oregon. On Saturday, crews installed the crown of the 187-foot 
tall tower. The structure, at the northeast corner of the facility, will feature 
graphics depicting five Oregon track and field icons. Over the coming weeks, 
crews will mount two-foot by eight-foot perforated steel panels on the outside of 
the tower containing some of the imagery. The crown of the tower already 
features an image of former UO head coach and Nike co-fouder Bill Bowerman. 
Other panels will showcase images of UO greats, Steve Prefontaine, Raevyn 



Rogers, Ashton Eaton and Otis Davis will be revealed.  Bowerman served as the 
UO head coach (1948-72), won four NCAA team titles; and was co-founder of 
Nike. Prefontaine was a seven-time NCAA champion and broke 14 American 
records during his career. Rogers is a six-time NCAA champion and the 2017 
winner of The Bowerman award, the highest honor bestowed to collegiate track 
and field’s most outstanding athletes of the year. Eaton is a five-time NCAA 
champion, two-time Olympic gold medalist; and 2010 winner of The 
Bowerman. Davis is a two-time 1960 Olympics gold medalist, winning the 400 
meters and anchoring the 4x400-meter relay with world records in both events. 
The 10-story-tall landmark will align with the east stands and feature a lobby filled 
with interpretive exhibits, an observation deck and viewing areas. The tower will 
also include office space for the UO track and field coaching staff. / HEALTH, 
FAMILIES, LOW-INCOME: On Saturday (Feb. 8), a local dentist is stepping up to 
donate an estimated $25,000 in services help Relief Nursery families. On 
Saturday, Oakmont Family Dental is providing the care to adults and children who 
have no dental insurance or access to dental care and area served by the Relief 
Nursery, which works to prevent child abuse. The effort is dubbed, “Dentistry from 
the Heart.” Dr. Matt Laughlin says they’ll receive cleanings and any dental work 
that can be performed that day, all at no cost. Oakmont Family Dental staff 
anticipate serving more than fifty people. “Dentistry from the Heart” started in 
2018, providing similar services that first year to local veterans and their families. / 
EDUCATION: Some national honors for a pair of art teachers at Eugene’s O’Hara 
Catholic School. Julie Fulton and Shauna Scott are winners of the National 
Catholic Educational Association’s “Lead. Learn. Proclaim.” award. The two will 
be recognized at a national conference in April for their efforts in creating an 
exceptional art program that keeps students excited, inspired and engaged in 
school. Fulton and Scott say they believe art instruction is vital to the education of 
children. Over the past 12 years, three other O’Hara educators have received the 
award. / ELECTIONS: Election security is on the minds of Oregon elections 
officials. They’re joining with FBI officials and the state’s U.S. Attorney today to 
brief reporters on steps they’re taking to protect the integrity of our elections. Last 
fall, Secretary of State Bev Clarno said state Elections officials have taken 
significant steps to address cybersecurity issues, organizing special trainings to 
ensure that officials in all 36 Oregon counties have the tools they need. Those 
sessions focused on everything from strengthening passwords to identifying 
hacking and email phishing attempts. Clarno noted that Oregon’s vote-by-mail 
system makes elections more secure because it allows the state and counties to 
focus their security resources on the 36 county election offices, rather than having 
to secure thousands of voting booths across the state. Each elections office has 
secure rooms where ballots are tallied. Those rooms are equipped with video 
surveillance. The tallying systems are not connected to the internet. And there is 
a paper backup. Clarno says Oregon had secure elections in 2016 and 2018 but 
believes Oregon is in an even stronger position now. At the same token, officials 
remain concerned about misinformation and lies being spread among voters. 
Experts say just because you read something on social media or online doesn’t 
mean it’s true and that much of the election information you find online is not 
accurate. Elections officials say only those who have provided proof of citizenship 
when they go to DMV are automatically registered to vote. They say they are 
aware that people are spreading bad information claiming non-citizens are being 



registered to vote, but that is simply not true. And officials say there is also bogus 
information that claims Oregon’s elections were hacked in 2016 and will be 
hacked again. They say: Do not believe it. They add that Oregon continues to be 
a leader in secure elections and innovative voter protections, and voters can have 
confidence that their ballots will be counted as they were intended. ; More than 
two years have passed since the first presidential announcement, nearly $1 billion 
has been spent and numerous candidates have already come and gone. But he 
results of the Iowa Caucuses remain unreleased this morning, as Democrats 
await the outcome amid technology problems blamed on a new mobile app that 
was designed to speed reporting of the numbers. It is a turbulent beginning to the 
voting season. Tens of thousands of Iowa Democrats met at 1,700 sites across 
the state to share their candidate preferences in the race to challenge President 
Trump. As the hours ticked by and they continued waiting for results, the top four 
candidates— Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, former Vice President Joe Biden, 
Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren and former South Bend, Indiana, Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg—worked to keep supporters energized by addressing voters and 
campaign workers. Some caucus organizers were forced to call in results for the 
state party to record manually, introducing delays and the possibility for human 
error. Iowa Democratic officials emphasized the delays were NOT the result of a 
hack or intrusion. The party expects to release data later today after manually 
verifying the data against paper backups.  When the numbers are released, there 
is no guarantee of a clear victor. For the first time, the Iowa Democratic Party will 
report three sets of results from its presidential caucuses. Each set represents a 
different stage of voting in the process. The new rules were mandated by the 
Democratic National Committee in a bid to make the process more transparent. 
The Associated Press will report all three results but will declare a winner in Iowa 
based on the number of state delegates won by each candidate. ; A new mobile 
app is being blamed for the delay in in reporting the results of Iowa's 1,700 
caucuses. Glitches with the mobile app caused confusion and left the caucus 
results unknown early Tuesday. Some caucus organizers were forced to call in 
results for the state party to record manually, introducing delays and the 
possibility for human error. Iowa Democratic Party Chairman Troy Price says the 
delays were not the result of a hack or intrusion. The party said it expects to 
release data later Tuesday after manually verifying its data against paper 
backups.  / HEATH, COVID-19: The Washington state man who became the first 
U.S. patient diagnosed with the new coronavirus from China has been discharged 
from an Everett, Washington, hospital and says in a statement that he is getting 
better and looks forward to life returning to normal. The unnamed 35-year-old's 
fell ill after returning from a visit to China and was admitted on Jan. 20. Health 
officials say the man now is in isolation at home and is being monitored by public 
health workers. ; The University of Oregon on Friday announced it was 
suspending all official travel to China and strongly recommended that all students, 
faculty and staff avoid personal travel to China until the State Department travel 
warnings are lowered. All UO study abroad programs in China are suspended 
until further notice. But officials say that impacts fewer than 10 students, and that 
they are coordinating with those students and their respective programs to help 
them leave the country. University of Oregon officials add they are communicating 
CDC health recommendations to students, faculty, and staff who are returning to 
campus from China, and taking precautionary steps to ensure their health after 



they arrive back in Eugene. ; The death toll in mainland China from the new type 
of virus has risen to 425, with the total number of cases now standing at 20,438 
The new figures for Monday come after the country opened a new hospital built in 
10 days, infused cash into tumbling financial markets and further restricted 
people's movement in sweeping new steps to contain a rapidly spreading virus 
and its escalating impact. Japanese officials were testing and monitoring the 
health of more than 3,000 people on a cruise ship that carried a passenger who 
tested positive for the virus. ; The World Health Organization is trying to reduce 
fears and increase preparedness, while making sure people have their facts 
straight about the coronavirus and the threat it poses. The agency is working with 
Google to ensure that people get facts from the World Health Organization first 
when they search for information about the new virus. Social media platforms also 
are taking steps to limit the spread of misinformation and rumors about the virus. ; 
A doctor who led the World Health Organization's response to the 2002-03 SARS 
outbreak says it's too early to tell when the new coronavirus will peak, but that it 
appears the disease is still on the increase.  Dr. David Heymann said the spike in 
China's caseload in recent days was partly attributable to the fact that Chinese 
officials expanded their search to include milder cases, not only people with 
pneumonia. He declined to predict whether the virus would ultimately cause a 
pandemic, or worldwide outbreak. As the new virus starts to spread beyond 
China, scientists will gain a much better understanding of the disease. SARS, or 
severe acute respiratory syndrome, is an illness from the same virus family as the 
current outbreak. ; Japanese health officials are conducting extensive medical 
checks on all 3,700 passengers and crew of a cruise ship that returned to that 
country after one passenger tested positive for the new coronavirus. Japanese 
officials say a number of people on board are ill, though no one else has yet 
tested positive for the fast-spreading virus that emerged in China last December. 
The U.S.-operated Diamond Princess returned to a port in Yokohama, near 
Tokyo, late Monday, ending a 14-day tour, during which it stopped at Hong Kong 
and several other Asian ports before returning to Japan.  Japanese government 
and tour company officials say they were notified by Hong Kong that an 80-year-
old male passenger who got off the boat on the island tested positive for the virus. 
The ship's captain said Monday night that Hong Kong's health authorities notified 
the ship about the passenger's infection on Saturday, according to a recording of 
the announcement tweeted by a passenger. According to the announcement, the 
patient is recovering. / HEALTH: The latest attempt at an HIV vaccine has failed. 
Researchers announced Monday they've stopped giving the experimental shots in 
a major study in South Africa. That country has one of the world's highest HIV 
rates. The study had enrolled more than 5,400 people since 2016, and had 
started with high hopes. But last month researchers found roughly as many 
vaccinated people had become infected with HIV as those given dummy shots. 
The U.S. National Institutes of Health sponsored the study. It said there were no 
safety concerns but the vaccine clearly didn't protect people. /  
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CRIME, SAFETY: Eugene Police say a stretch of eastbound Interstate 105 was 
closed for the better part of five hours overnight as they investigated fatal crash 
involving a pedestrian and multiple vehicles. They’re still working to determine 
why the person was in the roadway and what led up to the collision. Calls began 
coming in around 8:45 last night as multiple people reported a body lying in the 
eastbound lanes of I-105 at the Coburg Road overpass. Eugene Police and 
Eugene-Springfield Fire crews responded, shutting down the roadway and 
confirming the person was deceased. They’re working to determine the person’s 
identity and the Lane County Medical Examiner is conducting an assessment. 
Meantime, Eugene Police are asking anyone who might have witnessed the 
incident or events leading up to it contact them. Eugene Police Lead investigator: 
Officer Matt Saylo at 541-654-9796. / CRIME, ANIMALS: She’ll pay $50,000 in 
restitution, divided among to three organizations that helped care for the 
neglected animals. And she’ll spend five years on probation while allowing 
inspectors on her property to ensure conditions are satisfactory. A Creswell 
woman, Gwyneth Davies, pleaded guilty yesterday in connection for her role in 
the neglect of 61 horses seized from the boarding stable she operated. Three 
dead horses were found on the property during the October investigation and 
others were severely neglected and so emaciated their ribs showed. Davies 
operated the DeLeonardo Training Center on Camas Swale Road. The plea deal 
allows Davies to avoid jail time. She is also being allowed to keep four of her 
horses but may no longer board other people's horses. Davies also must allow 
officials access to her property to evaluate the condition of her horses or any 
other animals there. The restitution will be divided among the three agencies and 
organizations that cared for the seized animals: Sound Equine Options, the 
Oregon Humane Society, and Lane County. / CRIME: Five years in federal prison 
for a Coos Bay man convicted of selling methamphetamine and sawed-off 
shotguns to an undercover federal agent. It came in the case of 36-year-old 
Theron Gilbert Gerber, who went before a federal judge in Eugene. According to 
court records, an undercover agent with the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives set up a meeting with Gerber last year after learning the 
convicted felon was selling guns and drugs in the Coos Bay area. Prosecutors 
say at the first meeting at Gerber’s home, the agent saw 20 to 25 firearms 
displayed for sale. / EDUCATION, COMMUNITY: Teach a child to read—and to 
love reading—and you give them a gift that will change their life. The staff and 
volunteers with Oregon’s SMART Reader program is taking part in “World Read-
Aloud Day” today and hopes you will, too. SMART is challenging 10,000 
Oregonians to take the Reading Matters pledge and read today with a child, 
whether that’s a child, grandchild, niece or nephew, friend, sibling, cousin, or 



SMART Reading student. SMART is a non-profit that has a statewide program 
that serves thousands of Oregon students. Children also receive free books 
during the school year that they may keep for themselves. This is a great 
opportunity to help kids develop their love of reading, which helps them in school 
and in life. This morning, local first responders are joining the fun and visiting 140 
kindergarten and first-grade students at Eugene’s Awbrey Park Elementary 
School’s literacy celebration. The firefighters and police officers will take turns 
reading to the youngsters and share their own stories about the importance of 
reading. And it’s not just first responders: Anyone can read to a child. And 
consider becoming a SMART volunteer! SMART pairs volunteers with children 
needing some reading assistance. They meet once a week at school to read a 
book, often chosen to appeal to a child’s interests on topics ranging from pets and 
trucks to food or the outdoors. Learn more about SMART and volunteering at 
smartreading.org / ELECTIONS: Oregon's elections director says his counterparts 
in other states are showing increased interest in our vote-by-mail system. 
Yesterday’s remarks by Steve Trout came as Democratic Party officials in Iowa 
struggled to compile and release the totals from their presidential caucus. Trout 
told reporters yesterday he just returned from a conference of state election 
directors and fielded plenty of questions about Oregon’s longtime voting system. 
He says he explained how the process of Oregon voters mailing in their ballots or 
depositing them at official drop boxes means hackers have fewer ways to target 
the election system. Votes are tallied in secure rooms using computers that do 
not connect to the internet. Oregon officials add the vote-by-mail system also 
ensures there are paper records for every vote. And it increases voter 
participation by allowing votes to be cast over a period of several weeks. / 
POLITICS, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT: Oregon Department 
of Transportation officials say planned truck convoys headed to Salem for a rally 
tomorrow outside the state capitol will add congestion to a number of highways 
across Western Oregon. It comes amid tensions over possible elements of 
climate change legislation being considered by state lawmakers. The rally’s 
organizers with the group Timber Unity have scheduled convoys to travel 
northbound on Interstate 5 through Jackson, Josephine and Douglas counties 
between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. Another convoy is scheduled to depart Coos County 
eastbound on Oregon Highway 42 at 2 a.m. As those convoys roll through Lane 
County, they will be joined by local participants. Truckers and others plan to begin 
arriving in Salem between 7-8 a.m. with some vehicles parking on the streets 
around the capitol and shuttles carrying others from parking areas set up at the 
Oregon State Fairgrounds in Salem, Keizer Volcanos Baseball Stadium, and the 
Polk County Fairgrounds in Rickreall. Speakers begin addressing the crowd 
beginning at 10 a.m. Other trucks will arrive from Central and Eastern Oregon via 
U.S. 20, and Oregon Highways 58 and 22. The rally in Salem is scheduled to 
conclude at 4 p.m. Trucks traveling southbound on I-5 and westbound on Oregon 
Highway 42 could affect evening traffic. Travelers should be aware of conditions 
on TripCheck.com. Consider alternative routes and leave extra travel time. ; The 
Oregon state legislature’s short session continues today in Salem, amid tensions 
over plans by Democrats to resurrect climate legislation after last session’s 
controversial “cap-and-trade” proposal failed. Republicans are once again 
threatening a walkout, after they used the tactic last year to stop the proposal that 
had cleared the Oregon House. The plan, known as House Bill 202, died in the 



state Senate as part of the GOP lawmakers’ conditions for returning to the state 
capitol. The legislation was designed to cut carbon emissions, but was opposed 
by farmers, loggers and others who argued the bill would raise fuel and natural 
gas prices and cost jobs. The group Timber Unity, which formed to oppose the 
2019 bill, is planning a demonstration on Thursday to protest any climate 
legislation this session. As they did last year, the group is organizing a convoy of 
logging trucks to Salem and a rally on the Capitol steps. ; Drivers should expect 
significant traffic on state highways on Thursday Feb. 6 when a rally is planned at 
the State Capitol Building. Truck convoys to Salem are being organized around 
the state by the group Timber Unity. Travelers on most area state highways 
should prepare for added congestion and delays during the morning and evening 
commutes. A similar rally last year included several hundred large trucks. The 
highway routes that will likely be impacted include: Interstate 5 corridor; I-5 to 
Salem Parkway (OR 99E) to downtown Salem; U.S. 26 (from North Plains) to OR 
217 in the Portland Metro area to I-5 to Salem; OR 6 to U.S. 26 to OR 217 to I-5 
to Salem; U.S. 20 to OR 34 to I-5 to Salem; OR 22 from Rickreal to Salem; 
Interstate 84 east to I-82/I-84 Interchange to I-5 to Salem; U.S. 20 (from Bend) to 
OR 22 to Salem; U.S. 26 (from Prineville) to U.S. 97, to U.S. 20, to OR 22 to 
Salem. Travelers should check all routes using TripCheck.com and traffic 
cameras. Consider alternative routes, leave extra travel time and plan for delays. / 
HEALTH, BUSINESS: A pair of layoffs affecting workers in Lane County’s health 
care sector. The Register-Guard reports PeaceHealth is preparing to lay off close 
to 40 labor and delivery employees as part of a move to a new organizational 
structure. A statement provided to The Register-Guard by PeaceHealth notes that 
Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend in Springfield is moving to a model 
that requiring a staff of certified surgical technologists in their labor and delivery 
department. The article by reporter Adam Duvernay notes that the move means 
eliminating the position of obstetric technician. ; Meantime, an Oregon health 
industry publication The Lund Report is reporting that Trillium Community Health 
Plan, a Eugene-based Medicaid insurer, is cutting an estimated 60 to 70 jobs. 
Reporter Christian Withol writes it comes after about 50,000 Medicaid members in 
Lane County were switched to rival insurer PacificSource Community Solutions. 
While Trillium would not confirm the exact layoff numbers, its officials did issue a 
brief statement to The Lund Report noting that affected employees have been 
offered severance and outplacement services, and that recruiters are working 
with them to determine if any other job openings throughout the organization 
would be a good fit. / HEALTH, COVID-19: Deaths from a new virus rose to 490 
in mainland China while new cases on a Japanese cruise ship, in Hong Kong and 
elsewhere showed the increasing spread of the outbreak and renewed attention 
toward containing it. Ten people from the cruise ship tested positive and were 
taken to hospitals, while all 3,700 crew and passengers on the ship will be 
quarantined on board for up to 14 days. In Hong Kong, hospitals workers are 
striking to demand the border with mainland China be shut completely to ward off 
the virus, but four new cases without known travel to the mainland indicate the 
illness is spreading locally in the territory. ; More than 1,800 people on a cruise 
ship will be quarantined in Hong Kong until they are checked for a new virus. The 
World Dream ship was refused entry in Taiwan after three passengers on an 
earlier voyage were later diagnosed with the new coronavirus. A Hong Kong port 
health official says more than 30 crew members with symptoms such as fever, 



cough or sore throat will undergo tests. Everyone else will undergo temperature 
screening and must fill in a health declaration form. They won't be allowed to 
leave until the tests are done. / BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: The 
grounding of Boeing’s 737 Max jets continues to have economic ripple effects 
across the country. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that Portland-based 
aviation industry supplier Precision Castparts has laid off approximately 150 
Oregon workers due the halt in production of the 737 MAX. Precision Castpart’s 
company’s production facilities are in Gresham. The 737 MAX has been 
grounded since March 2019 after two plane crashes overseas, both of which have 
been linked to software problems in the jet. Boeing stopped making the jets in 
January while it works to correct the problem and receive federal clearance for 
the 737 MAX to resume flying. Precision Castparts makes metal components for 
airplane engines, generators, rockets and medical devices. Boeing is among its 
largest customers. / BUSINESS: Macy’s will keep all of its Oregon stores open. 
But the national retailer announced yesterday it is shuttering 125 department 
stores in weaker-performing shopping malls after a lackluster holiday season. The 
list includes three retail stores in Washington state. Macy’s officials say it comes 
as more people shop on line and fewer head to malls. The company says it will 
launch smaller format stores outside of malls in some locations to attract more 
business. In January, Pier 1 announced plans to close half of it U.S. locations—
about 450 stores—including its Roseburg location. / ENVIRONMENT: Amateur 
scientists worldwide are documenting what will happen to Earth as climate 
change melts the polar ice caps and sea levels rise. In recent months, people 
from the coast of Oregon to New Zealand and elsewhere have used photo apps 
on their phones and other cameras to document the effects of high surf on 
vulnerable coastlines during extreme tidal events known as "king tides." Scientists 
say the images help show how things might look like when rising sea levels make 
such extreme tides a more common occurrence. Hundreds of photos have been 
uploaded into databases around the world for study and analysis. The photos 
show swamped farmhouses, flooded downtowns, disappearing beaches and 
eroded wetlands. Scientists say the stark images help people visualize what rising 
oceans will do to the places where they live, work and play. /  
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POLITICS, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT: Oregon Department 
of Transportation officials say drivers on freeways and highways heading to 
Salem today should expect more—and larger—traffic. Truck convoys are making 
their way to the state capitol for a rally later this morning. It comes amid tensions 
over possible elements of climate change legislation being considered by state 
lawmakers. The organizers with the group Timber Unity say the convoys began 
traveling northbound on Interstate 5 through Jackson, Josephine and Douglas 
counties earlier this morning and others are coming in from the coast and Central 
Oregon on a number of state highways. As those convoys roll through Lane 
County, they are being be joined by local participants. Truckers and others plan to 
begin arriving in Salem between 7:00-8:00 a.m. with some vehicles parking on the 
streets around the capitol and shuttles carrying others from parking areas set up 
at the Oregon State Fairgrounds in Salem, Keizer Volcanos Baseball Stadium, 
and the Polk County Fairgrounds in Rickreall. Speakers begin addressing the 
crowd beginning at 10 a.m. The events in Salem is scheduled to conclude at 4 
p.m. That’s when the convoys head back home, which puts them right in the 
middle of the afternoon and evening commutes. If you’re driving today on routes 
to and from Salem and some of the major regional highways feeding the 
Interstate Five corridor and the mid-Willamette Valley, keep an eye on 
TripCheck.com for updates of dial 511 on your mobile phone. Consider alternative 
routes and leave extra travel time. / POLITICS: Yesterday in Salem, two groups 
advocating for gun safety rallied outside the state capitol. The “Oregon Moms 
Demand Action” and “Students Demand Action” groups organized after a number 
of mass shootings at schools across the U.S. They are affiliated with the 
organization Everytown. In Oregon, members showed their support for a House 
bill that would require firearms to be stored securely. The action comes during 
seven days of events nationwide that are part of National Gun Violence Survivors 
Week. / ENVIRONMENT, EDUCATION, WILDLIFE: Sales of Oregon's new gray 
whale license plate have raised about $300,000 for Oregon State University's 
Marine Mammal Institute. The institute uses the funds to study the massive 
mammals that migrate down the West Coast to the waters off the coast of Mexico 
each summer. The license plate features an image of a gray whale and her calf. It 
went on sale in February 2019. The plates cost $40 to order or renew, with 
approximately $35 of each sale going to the institute, which is based in Newport. 
Most gray whales migrate between the breeding grounds in Mexico to feeding 



grounds off northern Canada and Alaska but a smaller number spend the summer 
feeding off Oregon, northern California, Washington and southern Canada. / 
HEALTH, EDUCATION: Wednesday, February 19, is School Exclusion Day, and 
officials with the Oregon Immunization Program are reminding parents that 
children will not be able to attend school or child care starting that day if their 
records on file show missing immunizations. Under state law, all children in public 
and private schools, preschools, Head Start and certified childcare facilities must 
have up-to-date documentation on their immunizations or have an exemption. 
Experts with the Oregon Health Authority say immunization is the best way to 
protect children against vaccine-preventable diseases such as whooping cough 
and measles. They add that it helps keep schools and the entire community safe 
and healthy. If a child’s school and childcare vaccination records are not up to 
date on Feb. 19, the child will be sent home. In 2019, local health departments 
sent 22,547 letters to parents and guardians informing them that their children 
needed immunizations to stay in school or childcare. A total of 4,043 children 
were kept out of school or childcare until the necessary immunization information 
was turned in to the schools or childcare facilities. This year, letters to parents 
were mailed on or before Feb. 5. Parents seeking immunizations for their children 
should contact their health care provider or local health department, or call 
211Info — just dial 211 or go to 211info.org  No one may be turned away from a 
local health department because of the inability to pay for required vaccines. 
Many pharmacists can immunize children age 7 and older; contact your 
neighborhood pharmacy for details. Additional information on school 
immunizations can be found at the Immunization Program page on the Oregon 
Health Authority’s website. / HEALTH, COVID-19: It was supposed to be a 15-day 
cruise. But now it has a 14-day quarantine tacked on the end of it. In Japan, close 
to 5,400 people are being quarantined on two cruise ships after a handful of 
passengers tested positive for the new coronavirus. Those patients are being 
treated at a Japanese hospital. But the other passengers—including two from 
Forest Grove, Oregon—are spending two weeks in their staterooms while the 
ships are in port. That’s so health officials may monitor them to ensure they don’t 
develop the virus. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that Intel technician 
Kent Frasure and his wife, Rebecca, got the news Wednesday morning when the 
captain issued an announcement in the in-room speakers about ten passengers 
who had tested positive for the virus and the 14-day quarantine for everyone else. 
While passengers have been told to stay in their rooms, Frasure says Princess 
Cruise Line is having food—and some bottles of sake—delivered to rooms, 
arranging for prescription refills, made Wi-Fi access free, expanded the number of 
channels available on the in-room televisions, even provided loaners of iPads and 
Nintendo Switch. The quarantine is just one aspect of the effort to stop the spread 
of a coronavirus. The virus originated in China, and most of the more than 28-
thousand diagnosed cases and 565 confirmed deaths are in China. In the United 
States, health officials have identified 11 people with the virus, including one in 
Washington state and several in California. There are no cases in Oregon. 
Experts with the Centers for Disease Control and prevention say all U.S. patients 
are doing well and the risk to the American public is low. ; A textile convention in 
Portland, Oregon, is being rescheduled due concerns over the coronavirus 
outbreak. KOIN reports that the Materials Show, which helps connect textile 
suppliers with clothing and shoe companies, was set for February 12-13 at the 



Oregon Convention Center. Organizers said they felt compelled to postpone next 
week's show because so many of the suppliers are based in China, and that 
many of the likely attendees’ colleagues and friends have been directly affected 
by the outbreak. The virus originated in China, and most of the more than 28-
thousand diagnosed cases and 565 confirmed deaths are in China. There are 11 
confirmed cases in the U.S. and no deaths. No one has been diagnosed in 
Oregon. ; U.S. military officials say two jets carrying about 350 Americans 
evacuating the virus zone in China landed yesterday at Travis Air Force base in 
Northern California. Some will be quarantined for 14 days there while others were 
transferred to Marine Corps Air Station Miramar near San Diego. An Air Force 
spokeswoman says the passengers at Travis Air Force Base will be housed in a 
base hotel. Hotel guests and staff were moved out. Federal officials say more 
planes with American evacuees from China will arrive this week at military bases 
in Nebraska and Texas. ; At a military base in Riverside, California, the nearly 200 
Americans evacuated out of a Chinese city over the viral outbreak have been 
jogging together, taking classes and even met to eat pizza at a Super Bowl party. 
The cluster of U.S. consular officials, businesspeople and families with children 
was the first placed under a 14-day federal quarantine order over the new virus. 
They have formed their own community on the March Air Reserve Base in 
Southern California and have been keeping busy by setting up activities and 
holding daily “town hall” meetings to discuss their situation. ; Japanese health 
officials say 10 more people have been sickened with a new virus aboard one of 
two quarantined cruise ships with some 5,400 passengers and crew aboard. 
China has reported 73 more deaths and announced that the first group of patients 
were expected to start taking a new antiviral drug today. The ships in Japan and 
Hong Kong are caught up in a global health emergency that seems to worsen by 
the day. The 10 who were infected on top of 10 others on Wednesday were 
dropped off in Yokohama where the ship docked and transferred to nearby 
hospitals for further test and treatment. In the epicenter of Wuhan, in central 
China, a second 1,500-bed hospital is set to open today. ; The virus outbreak out 
of China has exposed a seeming disconnect between the financial markets and 
science. Health experts don't know how far the virus will spread and how bad the 
crisis will get, yet stocks are rallying as if investors are expecting no more than a 
modest hit to the global economy. On Wall Street, the S&P erased all its losses 
from the past few weeks and hit a record on Wednesday, while markets in Japan 
and Hong Kong, closer to the center of the crisis, rose as well. The gains came 
even as the number of people infected globally. Investors aren't pretending to 
know any more than the scientists. But after an initial downward reaction to the 
crisis, investors are weighing better-than-expected earnings from some of the 
globe's biggest companies and other encouraging economic indicators from 
outside China. Investors are looking at more than just the public health measures 
that are being taken against the virus; they are also considering the financial tools 
available to counter the economic damage. / CRIME, COMMUNITY: Officials with 
global humanitarian aid group Mercy Corps say an investigation found some of its 
leaders made mistakes in handling sexual abuse complaints made by the 
daughter of one of the organization’s founders against her father. The group on 
Wednesday issued the results of an outside investigation into its mishandling of 
the complaints, concluding some of its leaders made "missteps, mistakes in 
judgment and governance lapses." The Oregonian and OregonLive reports the 



Mercy Corps board of directors ordered the inquiry after the newspaper published 
the findings of a 10-month investigation that showed executives allowed co-
founder Ellsworth Culver to remain in a leading spot with the charitable group 
after his daughter went to them in the early 1990s with credible sexual abuse 
allegations against her father. / YOUTH, SAFETY, GOVERNMENT: Oregon’s 
Secretary of State yesterday released an audit report of the Oregon Department 
of Human Services’ Child Welfare Program information system, known as OR-
KIDS. The report concludes that OR-KIDS performs its primary functions as a 
case management tool and data hub, but that improvements in usability, data 
quality management, and training are needed. DHS officials say in their response 
to the audit that they’re working to make significant changes to OR-KIDS to 
comply with new federal standards for child welfare information systems. The 
report also recommends that DHS assign a qualified project manager to oversee 
this project. OR-KIDS is the system of record for Oregon’s Child Welfare 
Program. It is the case management tool and central data hub that is used to 
document all case activities and points of contact with the child welfare system, 
including reports of child abuse or neglect. On Dec. 31, 2019 there were 6,974 
children in foster care. In December 2019 there were 6,179 screened reports of 
abuse or neglect that were documented in OR-KIDS and either closed at 
screening or assigned for assessment. Report child abuse to the Oregon Child 
Abuse Hotline by calling 1-855-503-SAFE (7233). / SPORTS: Oregon Football 
locked up most of its stellar recruiting class during the December early signing 
period. But the Ducks got a huge boost on national signing day. Jayson Jones, a 
6-foot-6, 340-pound defensive lineman, announced he is signing with the Ducks 
after initially committing to Alabama. Jones, from Calera, Alabama, opted not to 
sign with the Crimson Tide in December, saying he wanted to explore his options. 
He decided the best one was to play for Mario Cristobal in Eugene. / POLITICS, 
ELECTIONS: The U.S. Senate's impeachment trial has ended, and now President 
Trump is barreling into his reelection fight with a united Republican Party behind 
him. He's emboldened by reassuring poll numbers and chaos on the Democratic 
side in the race to replace him. Republican senators voted almost in lockstep to 
acquit Trump on Wednesday, and they relied on a variety of arguments for 
keeping him in office. The acquittal ends only the third presidential trial in 
American history with votes that split the country and tested civic norms. A 
majority of senators expressed unease with Trump's pressure campaign on 
Ukraine that resulted in the two articles of impeachment. But there was nowhere 
near the two-thirds vote necessary in the Republican-held Senate to remove the 
president from office. Just one senator, Republican Mitt Romney of Utah, broke 
with his party when it came time to vote on one of the two articles of 
impeachment. The proceedings confirmed that Trump has an iron grip on the 
GOP, and reaffirmed Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell's status as 
Trump's most important political ally. /  
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POLITICS, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT: The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report that rancor over Democrats’ proposed climate change policy 
was on vivid display in Salem on Thursday as a convoy of log trucks, tractors and 
pickups encircled the Capitol and blasted their air horns for hours as more than a 
thousand opponents gathered to protest the cap and trade bill. It was a repeat 
performance of sorts from last June, when the newly formed rural advocacy group 
Timber Unity organized a similar rally to protest an earlier version of the policy 
and support for Republican legislators’ stand against it. Opponents are hopeful of 
an encore this year, and their protest turned into something of a campaign rally. A 
parade of Republican legislators took to the steps of the Capitol to denigrate the 
new version of the legislation, Senate Bill 1530, and criticize Gov. Kate Brown 
and the “urban elites” behind it. It was a starkly partisan, us-versus-them 
message that mimics much of the national political dialogue. Lawmakers exhorted 
the crowd of “Oregon patriots” to fight for their freedom and liberty and “take your 
state back.” They referenced gun control, abortion, and the social problems that 
have plagued rural Oregon with the decline in the natural resources economy. 
They suggested that urban Oregonians care little about the rest of the state. And 
they urged the crowd to remember the party standard bearers, Donald Trump and 
Ronald Reagan. Timber Unity, which claims 54,000 members, handed out awards 
to a variety of lawmakers, including one Democrat, Sen. Betsy Johnson of 
Scappoose, an outspoken opponent of the bill. Sen. Kim Thatcher, R-Keizer, 
used the rally as an opportunity to announce her candidacy for Secretary of State 
and her hope to follow the late legislator and Secretary of State Dennis 
Richardson as the only Republican to hold statewide office in the previous 16 
years. She was followed to the microphone by Jeff Gudman, a Lake Oswego City 
Councilor and Republican running for state Treasurer. The lawmakers, 
candidates and other speakers were met by big trucks draped in massive signs, 
hundreds of protesters carrying flags and placards with Timber Unity messages, 
and others who found a way to incorporate their other controversial issues into 
the climate debate, such as “The only vaccine Oregon needs is one to prevent 
Cap and Trade.” The crowd was heavily represented by loggers, farmers, truck 
drivers, miners, fishermen, but also average citizens of all walks from throughout 
the state. They expressed a variety of their own objections to SB 1530, including 
the potential economic hit from increased fuel prices; the futility of regulating 
carbon in Oregon when other states and countries aren’t; public records 



exemptions in the bill that reduce transparency; and the emergency clause that 
would have it take effect immediately on passage. One main theme was that 
Democrats are simply interested in raising new taxes, and the climate policy gives 
them another chance. Climate change denial wasn’t a consistent theme, per se. 
Timber Unity representatives said they met with Gov. Kate Brown Thursday 
morning and delivered a four-point plan to tackle the issue. Those include using 
tax incentives to encourage businesses and consumers to invest in cleaner 
production and transportation technology; using the state’s existing rights of way 
to plant trees and sequester more carbon dioxide; using the state’s purchasing 
power to buy local and decrease its carbon footprint; and increasing recycling 
infrastructure in the state. For backers of the carbon bill, that’s too little, too late. 
They see a global crisis that needs to be acted on locally now. And the carbon 
pricing program from last year’s House Bill 2020, known as the Clean Energy 
Jobs bill, remains largely intact. The bill still establishes a gradually more stringent 
cap on statewide carbon dioxide emissions and requires polluters from the 
transportation fuels, utility and industrial sectors to acquire “emissions 
allowances” to cover every metric ton of their emissions. As the supply of those 
allowances declines over time, the theory goes, the price of allowances will go up 
and force polluters to clean up — by electrifying transportation, building more 
wind and solar farms or adopting more efficient production technology. 
Supporters say they listened to critics’ concerns and have made significant 
changes to lessen its impact on fuel prices for rural Oregonians and the cost of 
compliance for large industrial firms – two sources of loud opposition to last year’s 
unsuccessful bill. At the same time, they argue the new proposal will maintain the 
program’s environmental integrity and a commitment to reduce greenhouse gases 
45% below 1990 levels by 2035 and 80% below that level by 2050. Backers of the 
bill held their own youth rally in Portland on Thursday. / ENVIRONMENT, 
RECREATION: The limited entry system that’s designed to reduce the crowd 
visiting the Mt. Jefferson, Mt. Washington, and Three Sisters Wilderness 
Areas during peak months is going into effect in May. But officials with the 
U.S. Forest Service won’t charge a Special Recreation Permit fee—for now. It 
comes after officials got an earful during a three-month public comment period 
from wilderness users unhappy with the plan. But while there will be no Special 
Recreation Permit fee this season, hikers, campers and equestrian riders still will 
need to secure the permit for their outings. The charges include a processing cost 
of $1 for each day-use permit and $6 for each overnight permit to cover 
processing charges and administrative expenses. The limited-entry reservations 
that include the special recreation permit fee will be required from the Friday 
before Memorial Day to the last Friday in September in the Mt. Jefferson, Mt. 
Washington, and Three Sisters wilderness areas. The special recreation permits 
go on sale April 7 through the Recreation.gov website. The Oregon Cascades are 
home to some gorgeous wilderness areas. But the discussion about the Special 
Recreation Permit fees began amid concerns that visitors are loving those areas 
to death. Forest Service officials say increased recreational use is degrading the 
resources, wilderness character and recreation experience in these areas. They 
say the bulk of any future fee would be invested in wilderness management 
activities, trail maintenance, visitor education and expanding work with volunteers 
and partners within the three wildernesses. But that decision won’t happen this 
year. Visit https://go.usa.gov/xdk9H for general information about the limited entry 



system. ; A bit less logging, larger buffer areas and a mix of hiking and mountain 
biking trails. Planners with the Bureau of Land Management this week released 
an updated Environmental Assessment for the Thurston Hills Non-Motorized 
Trails and Forest Management Project. The update comes after two 
environmental groups persuaded a judge to place a timber sale on hold while 
BLM planners reassessed the fire risk to nearby neighborhoods and better 
identified the forest buffer near homes and trails. The Pedal Power Timber Sale 
was purchased by Seneca Sawmill with plans for some of the proceeds to help 
pay for the trail work. Seneca officials estimated the initial harvest was expected 
to generate four million board-feet of timber, create 52 jobs and generate $2.5 
million in employment income. The BLM’s new Preferred Alternative, as it’s 
known, would cut the timber harvest area by 56 acres and increase amount of 
forest buffer near trails and neighborhoods by 15 percent. Trees with a diameter 
of 40 inches or greater would not be cut. Trails in the area would be constructed 
once the harvest is complete. / HEALTH, COVID-19: Earlier this week, we were 
talking about that Forest Grove couple who were among thousands quarantined 
aboard a cruise ship docked in Japan after ten passengers tested positive for the 
new coronavirus. Yesterday, the wife learned she had contracted the virus as the 
passenger tally grew to 51. 35-year-old Rebecca Frasure is now being treated for 
at least three days in a Japanese hospital. Her husband, Kent, told The 
Oregonian and OregonLive that his wife had a mild cough but felt fine, initially. He 
says, so far, he’s tested negative for the virus but is being checked by health 
technicians every 12 hours. The Frasures embarked last month on what was 
supposed to be a 15-day cruise. But as a number of passengers fell ill it had a 14-
day quarantine tacked on the end of it. Passengers are confined to their 
staterooms while the ship is in port. Kent Frasure, who works for Intel in the 
Portland area, says Princess Cruise Line is having food delivered to rooms, 
arranging for prescription refills, has made Wi-Fi access free, expanded the 
number of channels available on the in-room televisions, even provided loaners of 
iPads and Nintendo Switch. The virus originated in China, and most of the more 
than 31-thousand diagnosed cases and 638 confirmed deaths are in China. In the 
United States, health officials have identified 12 people with the virus, including 
one in Washington state and several in California. There are no cases in Oregon. 
Experts with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention say all U.S. patients 
are doing well and the risk to the American public is low. ; People who have 
virtually no chance of having coronavirus, but who worry they might, put a “huge” 
burden on Lane County’s resources to tackle other vital issues, a health official 
said Thursday. A person meeting “preliminary criteria for being at risk” of a 
coronavirus infection went to PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at 
Riverbend on Wednesday, the hospital said in a statement. It’s not clear what 
criteria the person met, but the person was released a short time later and asked 
to avoid public areas and keep track of any fever, the hospital said. On Thursday, 
the county health department put together an incident command team just to deal 
with all the phone calls from other concerned citizens and media. “We don’t have 
a coronavirus problem, but we’re having to deal with one,” said Jason Davis, a 
spokesman for Lane County Health and Human Services. The new coronavirus 
raging through Asia has killed hundreds of people and infected tens of thousands, 
most of them in Wuhan, China, the city where the outbreak is believed to have 
originated. There have been 11 confirmed cases in the United States, including 



one in Washington. The risk to Oregonians remains low, an Oregon Health 
Authority official said. “The concern is minimal or non-existent at this point,” said 
Emilio DeBess, an infectious disease expert with the agency. The coronavirus, 
common colds and influenza share some symptoms – a cough, fever and 
difficulty breathing, among others. But for a person to be considered as a 
potential case of the new coronavirus, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says the person must have traveled to China in the prior 14 days or 
have contact with someone who was sick with the virus. Yet concerned people 
are going to doctor’s offices even if they haven’t been to China and have had no 
contact with infected people, Davis said. People who are worried might meet 
some of the criteria for an infection, such as a cough, and therefore trigger a 
medical response intended to prevent a real case of coronavirus, he said. Before 
deciding to call the health department, people should determine if they have any 
exposure via a connection to China and whether their symptoms align with 
coronavirus, Davis said. If they call the health department to do that evaluation for 
them, that takes away from the department’s ability to identify cases that have a 
higher likelihood of being coronavirus, he said. The Oregon Health Authority has 
been getting requests for testing, chief medical officer Richard Leman said. 
People are understandably worried from what they’ve been reading, Leman said, 
and wondering if they’re sick with the virus. But unless they meet the few specific 
criteria, “the answer is no.” “If there’s something that is new and something that is 
a bit unknown, that can be scary,” Leman said. / TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: 
Oregon Department of Transportation note for Friday, February 7: A bridge over 
the Calapooia Bottoms, a river overflow channel three miles south of Tangent on 
Highway 99-E, has a potential issue with one of its support footings. Crews 
discovered the problem yesterday evening and are working to determine what 
repairs are needed. The bridge is at Milepost 11 on Highway 99-E—about four 
miles south of the junction with Oregon Highway 34. One lane is closed with 
flaggers controlling traffic. Expect delays and watch for flaggers and work crews. / 
CRIME: Eugene Police say they have arrested the suspect in last Friday’s 
incident in a Santa Clara parking lot where a man fired into a vehicle in which a 
woman was sitting after a reported argument, then drove her in a second vehicle 
to Junction City. Yesterday evening, investigators learned that 43-year-old 
Daymien Jonathan Tilton of Goshen was near the Taco Bell restaurant on Barger. 
Police followed him and attempted a traffic stop but say Tilton instead took off in 
his vehicle through town, ending up at 7th and Tyler where a Eugene Police unit 
forced his vehicle to a stop. No one else was in the car with him and there were 
no injuries. Investigators say they contacted the alleged female victim over 
weekend and said she is safe and was not taken against her will. But they said 
earlier that Tilton faced charges of being a Felon In Possession of a Firearm and 
Unlawful Use of a Weapon from last week’s incident. There will be additional 
charges added from yesterday evening’s pursuit. Officials say the arrest came 
after a collaborative effort by the Eugene Police Violent Crimes and Property 
Crimes Units, SWAT, and Patrol resources. ; No parole this year for one of the 
men convicted in the 1978 murder of a Eugene woman. Roger Beck’s bid for 
eventual release has been rejected by the Oregon Board of Parole and Post-
Prison Supervision, which found the convicted killer of Kaye Turner had taken few 
steps to improve himself while behind bars. The 35-year-old Turner was staying 
with her husband and another couple at a cabin at Camp Sherman when she 



vanished on Christmas Eve, 1978, while running along an isolated road. Bone 
fragments and other evidence were recovered over the next two years. The 
Oregonian and OregonLive reports it was the now 70-year-old Beck’s fourth time 
asking the board to deem him “likely to be rehabilitated." But each time, the board 
has rejected his request, concluding Beck has failed to accept responsibility for 
his role in Turner’s murder. Beck and his friend John Ackroyd, a mechanic for the 
state highway department, were convicted in the case a dozen years after Turner 
disappeared. Witnesses testified that Beck bragged about the attack, often while 
in a drunken rage. Ackroyd’s own statements implicated him in the murder. 
Ackroyd died in prison in 2016. Beck may petition the Parole Board again in two 
years. / ECONOMY, SPORTS, EVENTS, POLITICS: Are Oregon lawmakers in a 
giving mood this session as they consider a request for $40 million dollars to help 
pay for next year’s World Athletics Championships in Eugene? Maybe, maybe 
not. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports that supporters would like to see the 
money come from an increase in the state tourism tax backed by Governor Kate 
Brown and much of the Lane County delegation. But reporter Hilary Borrud notes 
that as things stand, the proposed revenue would not actually be dedicated to the 
championships. Instead, most of the $6.8 million-a-year revenue stream would be 
given to state tourism agency Travel Oregon, and the Oregon Tourism 
Commission would decide how to spend it. Some key lawmakers who oversee 
the state budget are questioning whether Travel Oregon might already have 
money on hand that it could dedicate to the track and field championships and 
whether they need to allocate more. Another lawmaker remarked during a hearing 
this week that she didn’t think this was something for which Oregonians intended 
their tax dollars be used. Members of the legislature’s Ways and Means 
committee have said nearly all of money available in the general fund this session 
is already allocated to pay for improvements to Oregon’s child welfare agency, 
psychiatric hospital, forestry department and parole and probation programs. Top 
Democratic lawmakers also want to spend millions to address Oregon’s 
homelessness crisis. One Portland lawmaker noted that the increase in the 
tourism tax would still leave the World Championships event organizers $20 
million short of the amount promised by the governor. She wanted to know where 
coordinators would find the money. Sarah Massey, managing director of the 
Eugene-based group Oregon21 which is organizing the event, responded, “I can’t 
say where it’s going to come from.” / GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS: They’ve heard 
a lot of questions and want to make sure everyone has the answers. The Oregon 
Department of Revenue is hosting a series of meetings across the state next 
month to provide information to business taxpayers and tax professionals about 
the state’s new Corporate Activity Tax. One of those will be on Wednesday, 
March 11, in Eugene at the Lane Community College main campus of East 30th 
Avenue. It will take place in the evening beginning at 6 p.m. at LCC’s Center for 
Meeting and Learning. The new tax provides new funding for early learning and 
K-12 education. The tax only applies to businesses with taxable annual 
commercial activity and is expected to generate $1 billion each year. It went into 
effect with the New Year and businesses with Oregon commercial activity in 
excess of $750,000 must register with the state, although only those with gross 
receipts above $1,000,000 will pay it. State officials said last month that more 
than 2,700 businesses already have registered through the Department of 
Revenue’s Revenue Online system. More information about the Corporate 



Activity Tax, including a list of frequently asked questions, is available on the 
Oregon Department of Revenue’s website. / WILDLIFE: Are you an artist with a 
flair for portraying wildlife? It’s time to begin getting your submissions ready for 
the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife 2021 stamp art competitions. Each 
winning artist receives a $2,000 award. Go to 
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/stamp_contest/index.asp to learn more and view 
entries from previous years. ODFW’s stamp art competitions include the Habitat 
Conservation Stamp, Upland Game Bird Stamp Contest, and Waterfowl 
Stamp Contest. There are rules that outline which species are eligible and 
the natural settings in which they may be portrayed. Entries may be submitted 
to the agency starting in late August with a deadline of Sept. 25. A panel will 
judge artwork based on artistic composition, anatomical accuracy of the species, 
and general appeal. All qualifying submissions are displayed for public viewing at 
ODFW’s annual November art show. Collector’s stamps, art prints and other 
promotional materials are produced from first place artwork. Proceeds from 
product sales are used habitat improvement, research surveys, and conservation 
projects. / HEALTH, LOW-INCOME, YOUTH, FAMILIES: On Saturday (Feb. 8), a 
local dentist is stepping up to donate an estimated $25,000 in services help Relief 
Nursery families. On Saturday, Oakmont Family Dental is providing the care to 
adults and children who have no dental insurance or access to dental care and 
area served by the Relief Nursery, which works to prevent child abuse. The effort 
is dubbed, “Dentistry from the Heart.” Dr. Matt Laughlin says they’ll receive 
cleanings and any dental work that can be performed that day, all at no cost. 
Oakmont Family Dental staff anticipate serving more than fifty people. “Dentistry 
from the Heart” started in 2018, providing similar services that first year to local 
veterans and their families. / HEALTH, SAFETY: Creating and maintaining a safer 
workplace is the topic of a two-day conference coming to Eugene next month. 
The Occupational Safety and Health Division, known as Oregon OSHA, is among 
those presenting the “Cascade Occupational Safety and Health Conference.” It 
takes place on Monday and Tuesday, March 2-3, at the Graduate Eugene Hotel. 
The conference will focus on topics ranging from assessing workplace risk and 
identifying hazards, to legal issues and resolving conflicts. There will be nuts-and-
bolts sessions on improving walking surfaces and preventing falls. Other 
presentations will focus on topics including respiratory protection, better 
workplace communication and overall worker wellness. The conference is a joint 
effort of the Cascade Chapter of the American Society of Safety Professionals 
(ASSP) and Oregon OSHA, in cooperation with the Lane County Human 
Resource Association. The registration fee for both days is $250, or $125 for 
single-day attendance. Learn more at Oregon OSHA website at osha.oregon.gov 
and under the Education and Training category, click on “Conferences.” For more 
information or to register, go to safetyseries.cvent.com/cascade20 / VETERANS, 
GOVERNMENT: The new deputy director of the Oregon Department of Veterans 
Affairs has a long history of military and administrative experience. Army veteran 
Sean O’Day serves as a judge advocate for the Army Reserve. He also is an 
attorney and governmental affairs specialist who has worked with the Mid-
Willamette Valley Council of Governments, League of Oregon Cities and City of 
Salem. The deputy director of the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
oversees the agency’s operations and programs. ODVA Director Kelly Fitzpatrick 
says O’Day, who also served a tour of duty in Afghanistan, has strong experience 



as a problem solver and will help the agency better serve the growing number of 
Oregon veterans and their families. / IMMIGRATION, POLITICS: A jail in The 
Dallas that serves four Oregon counties has been holding immigrants detained by 
federal authorities, leading to frequent protests outside the facility. Now, in 
Oregon's deeply divided Legislature, a Democrat and a Republican are co-
sponsoring legislation that would force the Northern Oregon Regional 
Correctional Facility to stop contracting with federal immigration officials to lock up 
immigrant detainees. / YOUTH, SAFETY, GOVERNMENT: An Oregon teenager 
who was sent to an out-of-state facility while he was in the custody of Oregon's 
child welfare system told state lawmakers that he saw staff physically restrain 
children for minor infractions. Caleb La Chance was part of a growing number of 
foster children Oregon sent to residential treatment facilities out-of-state. The 
number spiked between 2016 and 2018 by 168 percent. Many, including La 
Chance, were sent to Red Rock Canyon School in St. George, Utah. A bill 
sponsored by Sen. Sara Gelser, a Democrat from Corvallis, would increase 
supervision of the out-of-state facilities if the state continues to use them. / 
YOUTH, SAFETY, GOVERNMENT, RELIGION, CRIME: State officials are 
grappling with whether and how to screen former Roman Catholic clergy 
members seeking licenses for jobs putting them in contact with children, in the 
wake of revelations that scores of priests credibly accused of child sexual abuse 
are living unsupervised across the country. An Associated Press review found 
more than 20 states have started using church-released lists of priests who faced 
credible allegations to screen applicants for licenses or check for current state 
teaching, foster care and therapy licenses -- and, in some cases, have revoked 
their credentials. The research also turned up cases where the priests were once 
again able to prey upon victims. In one instance, Roger Sinclair was removed by 
the Diocese of Greensburg in Pennsylvania in 2002 for allegedly abusing a 
teenage boy decades earlier. He ended up in Oregon. In 2017, he was arrested 
for repeatedly molesting a young developmentally disabled man and is now 
imprisoned for a crime that the lead investigator in the Oregon case says should 
have never been allowed to happen. / BUSINESS, SPORTS: A brand of shoe 
may play a significant role when sizing up the medal favorites for the marathon at 
the Tokyo Olympics this summer. The Nike Vaporfly shoe has shaken up the 
sport since it was introduced four years ago. The shoe uses cutting edge 
technology that some studies indicate gives athletes a 4 percent edge in energy 
efficiency. The debate prompted the World Athletics to significantly tighten its 
rules surrounding shoe technology. Some consider the advances in the shoe 
market an exciting revolution. Others have called it technology doping that risks 
reducing marathons to a shoe competition. / BUSINESS; The Port of Astoria has 
secured the state's conditional approval for a plan that would provide more than 
$20 million to fix sinking docks that are critical to the seafood industry. The 
strategic business plan must be approved by the state before Business Oregon 
will offer any more financing. Business Oregon has already provided nearly $20 
million since 2001. Seafood processors at the port employ hundreds of workers 
each summer, but critical repairs are needed. The warehouses are slowly sinking 
because of a failing seawall where fishermen deliver their catch and a causeway 
substructure is so rotten it's been closed to all traffic. / AGRICULTURE, HEALTH: 
A pesticide that has been linked to brain damage in children is being phased out. 
The largest manufacturer of the chemical says it will stop making chlorpyrifos 



(klor-PEER'-ih-fahs) this year. The chemical is used on crops including citrus, 
cotton, grapes and almonds and has been linked to brain damage in children. 
California had already banned the chemical and other states had moved to do so 
as well. Corteva — which was spun off last year after DuPont's merger with Dow 
Chemical — said demand for chlorpyrifos in the U.S. is less than 20% what it was 
at its peak nearly 30 years ago. The company said it was a business decision to 
end its production, and it reaffirmed that it believes the product is safe. According 
to the company, Farmers will be able to buy enough of the chemical to use 
through the end of the year. / SAFETY: Benton County has been cited for five 
safety violations and fined more than $30,000 by the state of Oregon after a 2019 
accident that killed a county road maintenance worker. The Oregon Occupational 
Safety and Health Division launched an investigation after 59-year-old Pete 
Neuman was crushed by a heavy machine called a "skidder" that's used to move 
logs. The state faulted Benton County for providing a faulty piece of equipment, 
not providing adequate safety checks and not properly training employees. The 
county has 30 days to appeal. No criminal charges have been filed in the matter. / 
HEALTH, COVID-19: The World Health Organization is warning that demand for 
masks and other protective equipment might jeopardize health workers 
responding to the outbreak of the new virus in China. Dr. Michael Ryan, the U.N. 
agency's emergencies chief, said WHO was most concerned about the surge in 
demand for specialist masks that health workers use when treating infectious 
patients, like respirators, rather than the cheap surgical masks sold more widely. 
WHO's director-general said the increased pressure for equipment led the agency 
to send supplies of such protective gear to countries in every region. / HEALTH, 
YOUTH: The U.S. government has begun enforcing bans on some flavored e-
cigarettes. But it appears some teenagers are already a step ahead of the new 
rules. The government crackdown targets reusable vaping devices made by Juul 
and other companies. Under the new policy, only menthol or tobacco flavors are 
allowed for those devices. But some teens have made the switch to a newer kind 
of vape that isn't covered by the flavor ban. They're disposable, so they can skirt 
the ban, which applies to reusable vapes. The disposable e-cigs come in flavors 
like pink lemonade, blueberry ice and tropical mango. The Food and Drug 
Administration says it isn't ruling out future moves to cover other vaping products 
designed to appeal to teens. /  
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SPORTS: Sabrina Ionescu scored 19 points to lead five Oregon players in double 
figures as the third-ranked Ducks cruised to a 79-48 victory over No. 19 Arizona 
State on Sunday. Oregon had only 27 points in the first half before erupting for 30 
in the third quarter and 22 in the final period of its 10th consecutive victory. The 
Ducks' last loss was 72-66 to the Sun Devils last month. Arizona State finished 
with a season low for points while shooting 40 percent from the field and 
committing 18 turnovers. On Friday, Oregon trounced Number 12 Arizona. ; A 
rough Sunday at home for the Number 9 Oregon State women’s basketball team. 
They lost in overtime to No. 12 Arizona to a 65-58. The Wildcats snapped an 11-
game losing streak against Oregon State dating to the 2011-12 season. The 
Beavs managed just one field goal in overtime. Mikayla Pivec led Oregon State 
with 15 points and 12 rebounds. ; Oregon State overcame a 10-point deficit in the 
second half to beat No. 14 Oregon 63-53. It was the third consecutive win for 
Oregon State in the 353rd edition of the Civil War, which is the most contested 
rivalry in college basketball. Oregon State (14-9, 4-7 Pac-12) hit six consecutive 
free throws in the final minute to seal the win. Ethan Thompson led the Beavers 
with 15 points. Payton Pritchard led the Ducks (18-6, 7-4) with 16 points. / 
ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: As the floodwaters began to recede in parts of 
northeastern Oregon, rescue efforts gave way to recovery Sunday. Search-and-
rescue teams on Sunday morning found the body of a 62-year-old woman 
believed swept away by high waters in an area of the Blue Mountains roughly 30 
miles east of Pendleton. The Oregon National Guard rescued four people by 
helicopter in another area on Sunday, bringing the total number of people rescued 
to 51. Drier weather Sunday and a forecast for sunshine today is aiding rescue 
efforts. Some residents were forced to flee high water and mudflows Friday and 
Saturday in Umatilla, Union and Wallowa Counties but were able to return home 
yesterday. The Red Cross opened shelters heading into the weekend but is now 
working to assist people returning to their homes. In some cases, roads were 
flooded, meaning residents could not return to their neighborhoods until 
yesterday. At one Pendleton mobile home park, The Oregonian and OregonLive 
reports mudflows damaged until. As the mud dried on Sunday, family members 
and neighbors were out in force, helping haul away debris and people with hoses 
were spraying down their homes. The 200 mobile home park residents live three 
blocks from the Umatilla River and nearly all of the units were damaged. A ten-
mile section of Interstate 84 near Hermiston closed during the flooding. It’s 



reopened somewhat, with pilot cars leading drivers slowly through clean-up and 
repair zones. / POLITICS, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT: It was 
an overflow crowd Saturday at the Oregon Capitol in Salem and seems like 
everyone attending wanted to share their thoughts. It came as a legislative panel 
held a hearing on a controversial climate change bill and, to accommodate the 
more than 150 people who’d signed up to speak, limited remarks to 90 seconds 
per person. The bill would force big greenhouse gas emitters to obtain credits for 
each metric ton of carbon dioxide they emit. The proposal, known as the “cap-
and-trade” bill calls for the state to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to at least 
45 percent below 1990 emissions levels by 2035. The reduction would increase to 
at least 80 percent below 1990 standards by 2050. Opponents say fossil fuel 
companies will wind up offloading increased costs to customers. Farmers, loggers 
and others expressed concerns it could harm their business and force job cuts. 
Others say global warming is an emergency that was already affecting them and 
will affect their children and grandchildren even worse. On Thursday, the group 
Timber Unity staged a protest against the bill outside the state capitol. Supporters 
of the plan are holding their own gathering tomorrow. The debate comes during 
the Oregon state legislature’s 35-day short session. Republicans are once again 
threatening a walkout over the bill, after they used the tactic last year to stop a 
similar proposal that had cleared the Oregon House. Democrats say this year’s 
cap-and-trade climate bill is different from last year’s, with changes designed to 
please GOP lawmakers. The Oregonian and OregonLive report it still would limit 
greenhouse gas emissions and require most big polluters including gas and 
diesel sellers and manufacturers to buy “allowances” to emit carbon, giving them 
an incentive to choose greener options. But backers say they’ve made significant 
changes to lessen the impact on rural Oregonians and industrial firms. They 
include a geographic phase-in of carbon pricing for gas and diesel that would 
affect the Portland area in 2022 and smaller metro areas in 2025 but exempt 
more rural areas until at least 19 counties opt into the program, which might never 
happen. Industrial companies, meanwhile, would only be regulated on the 
emissions generated by their industrial processes, not the natural gas they burn, 
cutting the number of firms directly affected from 30 to about 11. Backers added 
other enticements, including using a significant chunk of the money from the sale 
of allowances for forest restoration efforts, a potential source of jobs and capital in 
rural areas. But some Republicans and some industrial lobbyists are still 
threatening a walkout. If they do, it could jeopardize other legislative business. 
That includes decisions about how to allocate roughly $490 million in additional 
tax revenue plus a request for potentially more than $300 million in state bonding 
debt that public university leaders want for renovation and expansion projects on 
campuses around the state. Key deadlines to pass bills in the short session 
already loom: To stay alive, most bills must be scheduled for a work session by 
the end of the first week. A revenue forecast on Feb. 12 will inform budget 
choices, telling lawmakers whether they have more or less tax money to work 
with. / ELECTIONS, POLITICS: In 2018, the Republican party's candidate for 
governor of Oregon painted himself as a centrist, criticized President Trump's 
environmental stance and said he didn't want to be linked to divisive national 
figures. Knute Buehler lost. Now, Buehler is running for a seat in Congress in a 
district covering a conservative swath of Oregon, and has taken Trump into a tight 
embrace. Buehler's campaign video features Trump at a rally and touring a border 



wall, with Buehler declaring that he opposed impeachment.  Buehler's turnaround 
underscores how Republican candidates across the country have been wrestling 
with opposing strategies: Cozy up to Trump, or distance themselves and risk 
losing an election. / LOW-INCOME, HOMELESSNESS: The Seattle City Council 
is scheduled to vote today on legislation meant to halt residential evictions during 
the coldest, wettest months of the year. The Seattle Times reports the legislation 
would prohibit evictions from being carried out between Nov. 1 and April 1, with 
some exceptions. Supporters of the proposed law call such evictions cruel and 
inhumane and say the ban is needed to combat homelessness and to keep 
people who are down on their luck from being forced outside during bad weather. 
Critics say Seattle should instead reduce the city's evictions by connecting needy 
tenants with rent assistance. / WILDLIFE, AGRICULTURE: State wildlife officials 
say they are investigating the circumstances of the death of a female gray wolf, 
whose body was found in Northern California’s Shasta County on Wednesday. 
The wolf, outfitted with a radio collar and known as OR-54, was first trapped in 
Oregon in 2017. But experts say after leaving her pack in 2018, she apparently 
wandered more than 87-hundred miles across three states in a search for a mate. 
Near as wildlife biologists can tell, she never found one. Officials tracking OR-54 
said in December, when the collar stopped working, that she had roamed at least 
8,712 miles “at an average of 13 miles/day.” And cold weather didn’t slow her 
down. In the last three months of 2019, OR-54 put in more than 1,000 miles 
through six California counties. Tracking collars on gray wolves, officials say, give 
wildlife agencies valuable information about the protected animals’ behavior and 
movement, including helping them “better implement measures to reduce human-
wolf conflicts so wolves and livestock producers can more peacefully share the 
landscape.” California’s wildlife department speculated in January 2018 that OR-
54 had left Oregon’s Rogue pack, which ranges through Jackson and Klamath 
counties, “in search of a mate or another pack.” OR-54’s father is the famed OR-7 
that established the Rogue pack, the first gray-wolf pack in western Oregon in six 
decades. In 2011, while searching for a mate, OR-7 became the first gray wolf 
known to be in California since the 1920s. OR-7 later returned to Oregon. / 
BUSINESS: For Laika, six wasn’t the charm. “Missing Link,” the fifth movie from 
Phil Knight’s Hillsboro film studio, was nominated for the Academy Award for best 
animated feature – but failed to land the Oscar after five earlier nominations over 
the past 15 years. Owned by Nike’s co-founder and run by his son, Travis, Laika 
received best animated feature nominations for the Corpse Bride in 2005, 
Coraline in 2009, ParaNorman in 2012 and The Boxtrolls in 2014. It was 
nominated for best visual effects in 2016 for Kubo and the Two Strings. The 
studio is known for making deliberately offbeat movies on modest budgets, in a 
handcrafted style known as stop-motion animation. Laika spent $60 million in 
Oregon on the production, according to state records, and received a $3.4 million 
subsidy from the state’s rebate program for filmmaking. “Missing Link” is a 
slapstick adventure story starring Hugh Jackman, Zoe Saldana and Zach 
Galifianakis as a sasquatch called Susan. It’s emblematic of the zany, unorthodox 
filmmaking Laika has pursued on all its films. Laika is already preparing its sixth 
film, but the studio hasn’t announced a title, cast, director or release date. / 
HEALTH, COVID-19: There are now more than 40,000 coronavirus cases 
worldwide, the vast majority in China. The death toll this morning stands at 910. 
But officials say more than 35-hundred patients have recovered from the illness. 



As China reported a rise in new virus cases, is dampened optimism that disease 
control measures which isolated major cities might be working. Japan now is 
reporting dozens of new cases aboard a quarantined cruise ship, including the 
Forest Grove, Oregon, woman who was diagnosed last week. The operator of the 
Diamond Princess cruise ship, quarantined near Tokyo, says health officials 
found 65 new cases on board in addition to 70 found earlier. Organizers of the 
Hong Kong Arts Festival, due to start this week, are canceling all of its more than 
120 performances. France has closed two schools after five British visitors 
contracted the virus at a ski resort. Meanwhile, the mother of a physician who 
died last week in the hardest-hit city of Wuhan said she wants an explanation 
from authorities who reprimanded her son for warning about the virus. ; The 
coronavirus virus has claimed more than 800 lives and sickened over 40,000. 
Chinese officials have quarantined Wuhan, the central city where the first cases 
were reported. But during the first big wave of migration for China’s Lunar New 
Year festival, city officials said some 5 million possibly infected people left the city. 
An Associated Press analysis of domestic travel patterns using map location data 
from Chinese tech giant Baidu shows where they went. The travel patterns from 
Wuhan broadly track with the early spread of the virus to other cities. /  
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SPORTS: They defeated three Top 20 teams in one week. But the Oregon 
women’s basketball team remained at Number Three in The Associated Press 
Top 25 Poll yesterday. South Carolina and Baylor remain Numbers One and Two. 
Oregon continues holding at Number Three after impressive wins over 
Connecticut and the Arizona schools. Five other Pac-12 schools made the Top 
25. UCLA and Stanford are ranked seventh and eighth. Oregon State fell from 
Number 9 to Number 11 after Sunday’s overtime loss to now-Number 12 Arizona. 
And Arizona State is Number 22. The Oregon men fell to Number 17 after losing 
their Civil War weekend match-up against OSU. Colorado is one spot ahead, the 
only other conference school in this week’s men’s poll. / POLITICS, 
ENVIRONMENT, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE: They’ve clashed for decades in 
court, backed opposing ballot initiatives, and worked with lawmakers to advance 
their sometimes-competing agendas. But a coalition of timber companies and 
environmental groups yesterday announced an agreement for overhauling state 
forest practice regulations. They say the process that will drive changes in 
Oregon’s forest practice regulations, and that they will seek statewide habitat 
conservation plan to better protect critical habitat for endangered and threatened 
species. But at the same time, the effort is intended to create more certainty for 
businesses in the timber-products industry. Oregon leads the nation in wood-
products manufacturing but the sector has faced competing legal, legislative and 
ballot efforts. The two sides met quietly in Portland and Salem during sessions 
coordinated through Governor Kate Brown’s office. Among those signing the 
memorandum: Leaders of a dozen timber companies, including Weyerhaeuser 
and Lone Rock of Roseburg. Environmental representatives included Oregon 
Wild, the Audubon Society of Portland and Cascadia Wildlands. In a news 
release, the governor says both sides will “stand down” from their legal and 
regulatory challenges and instead work for completion of the Habitat 
Conservation Plan. She adds the organizations will back passage of new 
legislation regulating the aerial spraying of pesticides and expanding protected 
spray buffers around drinking water sources, homes, and schools. The two sides 
also agreed to expand forest stream buffers in the Rogue-Siskiyou region to bring 
them in line with similar efforts elsewhere in Western Oregon and better protect 
salmon, steelhead, and bull trout. / TRANSPORTATION: Travelers should expect 
delays as the final portion of the Interstate 105 Bridge Preservation Project gets 
underway. Scheduled traffic changes include: Tuesday night, 7 p.m.: Single lane 



restrictions over the Willamette River Bridge begin. Vehicles will use one side of 
the bridge until June. Wednesday – Thursday: Expect lane changes over the 
Willamette River as the eastbound lanes are prepared for two-way traffic. Friday: 
Both directions of traffic crossing the river move to the eastbound travel lanes. 
The westbound travel lanes close completely and are under construction until 
mid-June. Early March: The southbound Delta Highway on-ramp to westbound I-
105 closes completely for 8 weeks of construction. Mid-June: All lanes will be 
open for local events. Early August: Eastbound lanes close for construction. 
Share the road by doing a zipper merge. A zipper merge is when both lanes are 
used all the way up to the merge point. Vehicles then take turns moving forward 
into the single open lane. Lines are shorter and traffic moves more smoothly. / 
YOUTH, HEALTH, SAFETY: Young adults with a history of frequent marijuana 
use were more likely to engage in risky decision-making, according to the author 
of a recent Oregon State University study.  Using a simulated gambling task, 
psychological researcher Anita Cservenka found that participants who report 
frequent marijuana use were more likely to chase big rewards and ignore losses 
compared with participants who were not cannabis users. However, it’s a bit of a 
chicken-versus-egg situation: Does marijuana make users more apt to make risky 
decisions, or do people with greater risk-taking tendencies use marijuana? 
Cservenka says that question won’t be answered until scientists can conduct a 
long-term study following adolescents from the first time they used marijuana 
through adulthood. But the present findings, published recently in the journal 
Addictive Behaviors Reports, suggest that frequent marijuana users are more 
driven by rewards and less sensitive to losses than non-users. The OSU study 
suggests such behavior might be one reason why it can be difficult to abstain 
from future substance use once someone has started using cannabis frequently. / 
IMMIGRATION, GOVERNMENT, CRIME: The Justice Department is filing suit 
against Washington state’s King County and the state of New Jersey over so-
called sanctuary policies that hinder federal immigration officers. Attorney General 
William Barr announced the lawsuits on Monday at the National Sheriffs’ 
Association conference in Washington, D.C. The government is suing over a 
policy that prohibits the Department of Homeland Security from using a Seattle-
area airport for deportation flights. The Justice Department’s lawsuit against New 
Jersey alleges that the state is violating federal law by prohibiting state and local 
law enforcement from sharing information about criminal suspects in the U.S. 
illegally. That is similar to Oregon’s sanctuary law. In a statement yesterday, the 
U.S. Attorney for Oregon, Billy J. Williams, said he shares the Attorney General’s 
belief that sanctuary status declarations are in conflict with federal immigration 
law and threaten public safety. Williams says Oregon sheriffs and other law 
enforcement officers are caught in the middle of a highly politicized local and 
national debate over these policies and that many are left to choose whether to 
violate state or federal law. / LOW-INCOME, HOMELESSNESS, COMMUNITY: 
Catholic Community Services of Lane County was contacted recently by 
“Operation Warm,” a non-profit based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The 
organization had received a large monetary donation from an anonymous donor 
who wanted to help residents of Lane County and they have sent 340 brand new 
coats to CCS to distribute free of charge. Catholic Community Services is holding 
The Great Coat Giveaway on Thursday, February 13, from 9:00 a.m. to noon at 
the CCS Springfield Community Service Center at 1025 G Street in Springfield. 



For those in need, there will be one coat per family member while supplies last. 
Limited sizes are available. In addition, CCS recently held its annual Winter 
Clothing Drive and all items received during that effort are provided free of charge 
to those in need. Many of these items, which are slightly used, will also be 
available at Thursday’s event.  / SPORTS, COMMUNITY: There was a memorial 
yesterday in Anaheim, California, honoring some of the others who died in last 
month’s helicopter crash that killed former basketball star Kobe Bryant and his 
teenage daughter. The several thousand mourners saw photographs and videos 
featuring Orange Coast College Baseball coach John Altobelli, his wife, Keri, and 
daughter Alyssa during the event. Among those speaking at the memorial: John 
and Keri’s son, JJ, a former Oregon baseball player. 56-year-old John Altobelli 
was known for helping young players grow and develop on and off the field. He 
also more than 700 games during his 27 years coaching the team and was 
named coach of the year last year by the American Baseball Coaches 
Association. Meantime, former Duck head baseball coach George Horton has 
announced he will work as a volunteer coach at Oregon Coast College this 
season to honor his friend. / EDUCATION: Concordia University in Northeast 
Portland has announced it will close this year. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
reports the private, nonprofit Lutheran university's Board of Regents voted Friday 
to cease operations at the end of its spring semester. The university said the 
closure comes "after years of mounting financial challenges, and a challenging 
and changing educational landscape." Its website says nearly 5,900 students 
attended Concordia in 2018. The university said it's in talks to provide students 
the chance to continue their educations elsewhere. Concordia Law school in 
Boise, Idaho, is affiliated with the university, and is expected to remain open while 
officials work to find a new university with which to join forces. / POLITICS, 
ELECTIONS: A former leader of Democrats in the Oregon House of 
Representatives has announced she's suspending her run for the state's second-
highest office. The announcement came as a Portland newspaper prepared to 
publish an article about her campaign expenditures during her tenure in the 
Statehouse. Jennifer Williamson said in an email to supporters and on her 
campaign website that she has always followed Oregon campaign finance laws 
and fully reported all expenditures for travel and other expenses while fulfilling 
responsibilities as House Democratic Majority Leader and fact-finding as a state 
legislator. The newspaper Willamette Week published a story Monday about 
Williamson's campaign expenditures during the years she served in the House. / 
TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: Motorists now may travel on Interstate 84 in 
eastern Oregon after a flood devastated the area last week. The Oregon 
Department of Transportation said Monday that one lane of the freeway was open 
in both directions, but the speed limit was just 45 mph. A 10-mile stretch of the 
freeway between Oregon and Idaho had been closed since Friday. Flooding in 
northeast Oregon late last week killed one person, destroyed homes and 
stranded 54 people who were rescued by helicopter due to washed out roads. 
Teams shifted from search and rescue to damage assessment Monday. / 
HEALTH, COVID-19: The World Health Organization has convened a group of 
experts to fast-track promising tests, drugs and vaccines to help slow the 
outbreak of a new virus that recently emerged in China. The virus was only 
identified late last year in China and there are no licensed drugs or vaccines. 
WHO said there were still many unanswered but critical questions about the virus. 



Those include what animals it came from, how it's spread among people and how 
best to treat patients. Experts say it could be months or even years before any 
approved treatments or vaccines are developed. /  
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ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE: No big surprise: Last month’s wintry storms 
significantly increased Oregon’s snowpack and the heavy rains in the lower 
elevations helped fill reservoirs. But we still have a ways to go before we hit 
normal levels for the season. November and early December were warmer and 
drier. Analysts with the National Resources Conservation Services note in this 
month’s report that the outlook for Lane County reservoirs remains mixed. As of 
February 1st, Dorena Reservoir’s water storage was looking great but Fern Ridge 
was at 52 percent of average. The Snotel measurements in the mountains 
indicate water content in Oregon’s snowpack stands at 93 percent of normal 
statewide. And that’s a big improvement: The Willamette Basin snowpack was 25 
percent of normal in December but climbed to 88 percent of normal in January. 
The snowpack generally maxes out between March 15th and April 1st. That 
makes the final two months a critical time in determining the overall water supply 
outlook for the spring and summer. We rely on snowpack and runoff to supply 
water to our cities and farms, reduce the risk of wildfires, enhance forests and fish 
runs, and provide enough water in lakes and rivers for summer recreation. / 
CRIME: They're known as "sweetheart scammers" or "Valentine's scammers" and 
they will break your heart and steal your savings. Oregon investigators issued a 
fresh warning this week after an 80-year-old man lost $200,000 through a tactic 
known as “catfishing.” The unidentified fraudster stole a Florida woman’s identity, 
then befriended the man through an online dating service and persuaded him to 
send money for a business opportunity. Investigators with the Oregon Division of 
Financial Regulation say that, over several months, the con artist convinced the 
elderly man that they were in a long-distance romantic relationship and proposed 
an opportunity to support an art gallery in Florida. The scammer pretended to 
seek investors to cover $5 million in transportation costs to ship a 500-ton marble 
lion sculpture from China. The con artist promised that investments would be 
returned plus a percentage of the profits from the sale of the sculpture. The 
widower even received fabricated documents detailing the contract with the 
museum and bank statements. Relying on the documents and his romantic 
relationship, the victim made a series of payments over five months to various 
individuals and overseas bank accounts totaling more than $200,000. The 
widower lost his entire investment and investigators have been unable to locate 
the scammer. Officials say romance scams typically target older individuals, gain 
their trust, then ask for money through social media and dating websites. 



Unfortunately, victims often wire funds overseas or to third-party transfer agents, 
making it difficult to track the money and identify the con artist. The division 
encourages you to do your homework before making any investment. Do not 
send money to anyone you have not met in person and be cautious about sharing 
personal or financial information. Do not transfer money to unknown people or 
intermediaries. If you need to use a third party to send money, use a licensed 
money transmitter. Keep copies of all communications with scammers and report 
them to the division, the online dating site, the local police, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, and the Federal Trade Commission. ; Scammers are creative. They 
know if something is making headlines, they can figure out a way to exploit it and 
steal money from people. The Securities and Exchange Commission is urging 
investors to be on the lookout for investment frauds related to the coronavirus. 
Investigators say they’ve spotted what look like scams on the internet and in 
social media. The financial news website ThinkAdvisor reports the promotions 
use what are known as “pump and dump” schemes to hype a fly-by-night 
company’s stock, claiming a firm has invented a way to prevent, treat or cure the 
virus or has secured a big government research contract. These might be what 
are known as “microcap stocks” involving small, little-known companies about 
which little information is publicly available. The scam artists might include 
supposed research reports and make predictions of a specific “target price.” The 
scammers will spread positive but often false rumors telling you that now is the 
time to buy. But once you and others invest, driving up the stock’s price, the 
scammers quickly sell their shares and grab the profit. As the hype quickly ends, 
you’re left holding the bag with a stock that’s going to lose value. Goodbye, 
money. The SEC urges investors to carefully research investments and to keep in 
mind that investment scam artists often exploit the latest crisis to line their own 
pockets. / BUSINESS: A Chilean company has notified Oregon state officials that 
it will shutter a fiberboard mill it operates in Eugene and lay off all 84 workers on 
May 1. The Oregonian and OregonLive was first to report that officials with 
Arauco North America are planning the closure of the facility, known as 
Flakeboard Eugene MDF. The announcement from the parent company blames 
an "economic imbalance" in the American market for medium-density fiberboard. 
The company plans to shift its Eugene production work to its other U.S. facilities. 
The plant, located on North Danebo Avenue, opened in 1962 as a particleboard 
mill, according to the Eugene Area Chamber of Commerce. It became a 
fiberboard mill in 1995. The chamber says the company uses local lumber mill 
byproducts and converts them into fiberboard for home construction. / SAFETY: 
They’re still working to determine why she was in the roadway and what led up to 
the collision. But Eugene Police yesterday released the name of the 17-year-old 
pedestrian who was struck by multiple vehicles in a nighttime crash last week on 
Interstate 105 near the Coburg Road overpass. They say she was 17-year-old 
Jayla Hawkins. The incident happened last Wednesday night, February 5, around 
8:45 p.m. when dispatchers began receiving calls about a body lying in the 
eastbound lanes of freeway. As Eugene Police continue to investigate, they would 
like anyone who might have witnessed the incident or events leading up to it 
contact them. Eugene Police Lead investigator: Officer Matt Saylo at 541-654-
9796. ; Springfield Police would like to hear from anyone who might have 
witnessed the events leading up to a motorcycle accident yesterday evening on 
Commercial Street near “E” Street. Shortly before 6:30 p.m., a motorist called 



emergency dispatchers to report they’d spotted a motorcycle in the 10-foot-deep 
ditch alongside the roadway. The apparent rider of the motorcycle was found in 
the ditch nearby. Officials say the motorcyclist is a man, about 60 years old, who 
was unconscious and unresponsive. He was rushed to the hospital with critical 
injuries. No word on his condition. The Major Accident Investigation Team is 
working to determine what caused the accident. If you know anything, Springfield 
Police investigators would like to hear from you. Contact the Springfield Police 
Department at 541-726-3714. ; He was lucky. Very lucky. Douglas County 
emergency crews were dispatched to Toketee Falls on Sunday afternoon after 
receiving a 911 call that a 17-year-old boy had fallen at the scenic spot up the 
North Umpqua canyon. Crews say the teen, who was visiting from Redmond, had 
crossed over the safety railing and had fallen approximately 10 feet, then slid 
another 20 feet before stopping. Despite the scary drop, the teen suffered only 
minor injuries. Rescue crews were able to get him back to the trail where he 
walked back to the parking lot on his own.  The youth was transported by 
ambulance to a hospital for evaluation.  Officials with the Douglas County Sheriff's 
Office say this is another reminder of why there are safety railings and why you 
need to stay on the proper side of them. Officials say others who have crossed 
safety railings and fallen have been badly injured and some have died. The 
Douglas County Sheriff's Office was assisted by Douglas County Search and 
Rescue, Douglas County Fire District #2, REACH Air Ambulance, Bay Cities 
Ambulance and Oregon State Police.  ; People seeking winter vistas of the north 
Oregon coast will need to find them elsewhere as Ecola State Park near Cannon 
Beach has been closed indefinitely. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports the 
park is closed south of the Indian Beach day-use area, after a large section of the 
Crescent Beach trail slid over the cliff, damaged the entrance road and 
disconnected the park’s main waterline over the weekend. The Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department says the landslide also cut off all running water in the 
park. Officials say visitors at Ecola Sunday were all escorted out safely. / 
POLITICS, ENVIRONMENT: Last week, opponents of Oregon’s much debated 
bill to cap carbon emissions gathered at the state capitol for a big demonstration. 
Yesterday, supporters held their own rally. The Statesman-Journal reports close 
to 1,000 people from across the state showed up for the event. The proposal, 
known as Senate Bill 1530, would impose an economy-wide cap on carbon 
emissions, charging the state’s largest polluters for emissions over the cap. It 
differs from last year’s controversial bill in that Democrats who crafted it have 
limited its scope so it affects far fewer companies and its impacts take affect more 
slowly across urban areas and might not go into effect at all in some rural 
counties. Opponents say fossil fuel companies will pass along increased costs to 
customers. Farmers, loggers and others expressed concerns it could harm their 
business and force job cuts. But supporters say global warming is an emergency 
that was already affecting them and will affect their children and grandchildren 
even worse. They say now is the time for Oregon to minimize effects across the 
state. Legislative Republicans, who staged a walkout last year in the state senate 
to derail the original bill, have threatened another walkout this session. / 
FISHERIES, BUSINESS: More money for critical dredging of coastal ports. 
Oregon Congressman Peter DeFazio yesterday announced that he, along with 
Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley, have secured an additional $11.7 million 
from the Army Corps of Engineers for projects in our area. That includes $2.4 



million for dredging and environmental activities along the Siuslaw River, as well 
as funding for dredging activities at Coos Bay, and along the Coquille, Rogue and 
Chetco Rivers. Routine dredging helps keep the ports open so they may serve 
the fishing and tourism industries, as well as international trade through the Port 
of Coos Bay. DeFazio notes that numbers from the Oregon Employment 
Department indicate that commercial fishing directly employs nearly 500 people in 
Lane, Coos, and Curry counties. DeFazio says efforts are still underway to secure 
funding for jetty work in Coos Bay. / BUSINESS: Oregon lawmakers are 
considering a bill to crack down on predatory towing by creating a new board with 
the power to investigate complaints, impose civil penalties and revoke a tower's 
authority to do business in the state. The Statesman Journal reports the bill is 
supported by the Oregon Tow Truck Association and many tow company owners. 
Senate Bill 1569 would create a nine-member, governor-appointed Towing Board 
within the Oregon Department of Transportation. The board would have rule-
making authority, and authority to issue civil penalties of up to $25,000 per 
violation. / BUSINESS, LEGAL: The estate of a man who was killed in a drunken 
driving crash in 2017 and a crash victim who survived are suing the Prineville bar 
that over-served Justin Bittick. The Bulletin reports Bittick was drunk when he 
caused the rollover wreck that killed two and severely injured two others. The 
estate of Stephan Mitchell Leader-Bowles filed suit in Crook County Circuit Court 
against Cooler Bar LLC, which owns the Horseshoe Tavern, for $2.1 million for 
wrongful death and other claims. Lawyers for Cooler Bar have filed motions 
challenging facts in the pleadings. Bittick was convicted of manslaughter and 
sentenced in July to 20 years in prison. / LOW-INCOME, HOMELESSNESS: The 
Seattle City Council has voted to approve legislation meant to halt residential 
evictions during the coldest, wettest months of the year. The Seattle Times 
reports that the council trimmed the period covered by Councilmember Kshama 
Sawant's legislation from five months to three months. Mayor Jenny Durkan 
warned the council against enacting the legislation. Supporters say the ban is 
needed to combat homelessness and to keep people who are down on their luck 
from being forced outside during bad weather. Critics say landlords need to make 
sure they can pay their bills and argue that Seattle should instead reduce the 
city’s evictions by connecting needy tenants with rent assistance. / BUSINESS, 
TRANSPORTATION: It’s the sort of thing you might expect to see in Silicon 
Valley. But an autonomous vehicle is gathering some data this winter on the 
streets of Eugene. It’s part of a project by Eugene-based traffic signal information 
provider Connected Signals to develop a system that will allow cars to interact 
automatically with traffic lights. Sounds basic, right? But Connected Signals CEO 
Matt Ginsburg says traffic lights have proven to be a real problem for some 
autonomous vehicles. Many autonomous or AV vehicles use onboard camera 
systems that can make it a challenge for them to determine whether a traffic light 
is red or green. Connected Signals’ lead project engineer Louie McCrady says if 
autonomous vehicles can determine the color of the traffic light they’re 
approaching without relying on the potentially inaccurate camera systems, it 
should a turning point in inner-city AV deployment.” The company has modified a 
2019 Honda LX with the automated system responsible for collision avoidance, 
traffic light interactions, and lane management. The Connected Signals team has 
it out on the streets about 10-15 hours a week as crews test and refine 
everything. There is a human driver onboard. Much of the work is taking place on 



Sixth and Seventh Avenues, which allows the vehicle to travel along the one-way 
streets, stop at red lights and adjust its speed to get into the flow of green lights 
downtown. Connected Signals works around the world to provide more affordable 
real-time, predictive traffic signal information to connected, autonomous, and 
electric vehicles. The goal is to improve safety, fuel-economy, and traffic flow. / 
YOUTH, EDUCATION, EVENTS: The Springfield Arts Commission hosts a grand 
opening to celebrate its new Young Artists Gallery during Springfield’s “Second 
Friday Art Walk.” The event takes place on Friday, Feb. 14, from 5-7 p.m. at 
Springfield City Hall, 225 5th Street. The Young Artists Gallery is located on the 
wall across from the City Hall Gallery near the main entrance to the building. The 
featured artwork comes from the nearly 1,800 entries submitted to the 2019 
Springfield Public Library Bookmark Competition by students in kindergarten 
through 12th grades. Library staff chose 18 winning designs, which will be 
highlighted as oversize prints in the gallery show and will also be printed and 
distributed as bookmarks in the library throughout the year. The theme for the 
bookmark competition was “Imagine Your Story: Fairy Tales, Folktales & Ancient 
Mythology.” It coincides with the theme for this year’s Summer Reading program. 
The artwork remains on display through Friday, February 28. The Young Artists 
Gallery grand opening will be held as part of the February 2020 Springfield 
Second Friday Art Walk and will include light refreshments and live music by 
Meadowlark Wind Trio. / ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, EVENTS: Mark your 
calendar: Oregon’s SOLVE Spring Beach Clean-up is coming up on Saturday, 
March 28. If you, your family, or your group want to volunteer, sign up now. Select 
one of 45 locations up and down the coast, from Fort Stevens State Park near 
Astoria to Harris Beach in Brookings. This is a family friendly event, and all 
Oregonians are invited to participate. Since 1984, more than 260,000 volunteers 
have removed an astounding 3.6 million pounds of debris from Oregon's 
beaches. This debris comes in many forms, from a single bottle cap to a 1,000-
pound commercial fishing net. Volunteers are encouraged to bring their own 
reusable bags or buckets, as well as their own work or garden gloves to help 
reduce the amount of disposable supplies handed out at each site. The SOLVE 
Oregon Beach Clean-up is a home-grown tradition that leaves our beaches 
looking great for the spring—and leaves the ocean and shoreline a lot healthier. 
To see a list of cleanup sites you can register for in advance, 
visit solveoregon.org or call 503-943-2835. / AGRICULTURE, COMMUNITY: 
Learn about food preservation, preparation and safety. Become a Master Food 
Preserver. The OSU-Lane County Extension Service is accepting applications for 
this spring’s eight-week training program. The full-day classes will be held every 
Monday starting April 6 with graduation set for June 1. This is a great time to 
apply. The Master Food Preservers are celebrating their 40th Anniversary. 
Classes are taught in a practical, hands-on manner. You’ll learn about food 
preservation and safety, as well as great ways to prepare items. And you’ll polish 
your critical thinking and public speaking skills. Lane County has the most active 
Master Food Preserver programs in the state. Graduates of the program 
volunteer their time answering questions on the statewide hotline. They fielded 
more than 2,000 calls last year. You’ll also have the chance to present workshops 
and classes on food preservation and safety. More people are growing and 
raising their own food, so interest is high. The cost of the program is $175 plus a 
minimum volunteer commitment of 70 hours in the year following the training. Or 



the course may be taken for $375 without the volunteer payback. The deadline for 
applications is Friday, March 27. Applications are available on Lane County’s 
OSU Extension website. Go to: extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/ Check under 
“Events” for the “Master Food Preserver Volunteer Training.” Or stop by the Lane 
County Extension office at 996 Jefferson Street in Eugene. / HEALTH, COVID-19: 
The World Health Organization announced an official name for the new disease 
caused by a new virus that emerged in China last year and has since sickened 
tens of thousands of people: COVID-19. At a press briefing on Tuesday, the 
director-general of the U.N. health agency said it was necessary to find a name 
that did not refer to a geographical location, animal, individual or group of people 
but that was pronounceable and related to the disease. The new disease is 
caused by a coronavirus that was first identified in late 2019.  ; Japan’s health 
ministry says that 39 new cases of a virus have been confirmed on a cruise ship 
quarantined at a Japanese port. The update brings the total found on the 
Diamond Princess to 174 cases. The ministry also says the virus was confirmed 
in an official who participated in the initial quarantine checks the night the ship 
returned to Yokohama Port near Tokyo on Feb. 3. The quarantine official is being 
treated in the hospital. The new cases bring Japan's total to 203 people infected 
by the virus, now known as COVID-19. Concerns over the virus have rerouted 
and canceled other cruises. ; Nearly 200 evacuees yesterday ended a two-week 
quarantine at a Southern California military base where they have been living 
since flying out of China in the wake of a deadly viral outbreak. Authorities say the 
quarantine ends Tuesday for those held at March Air Reserve Base. None have 
tested positive for the novel coronavirus, which has claimed more than 1,000 lives 
worldwide. Hundreds of evacuees remain under quarantine at other bases in 
California, Texas and Nebraska, and only one has tested positive for the virus. 
That person, who initially tested negative, is now in isolation at a San Diego 
hospital.  / RACISM, MINORITIES, RELIGION, CRIME: Incidents of white 
supremacist propaganda distributed across the nation jumped by more than 120 
percent between 2018 and last year, according to the Anti-Defamation League, 
making 2019 the second straight year that the circulation of propaganda material 
has more than doubled. The Anti-Defamation League's Center on Extremism 
reported 2,713 cases of circulated propaganda by white supremacist groups, 
including fliers, posters and banners, compared with 1,214 cases in 2018. Printed 
propaganda distributed by white supremacist organizations includes material that 
directly spreads messages of discrimination against Jews, LGBTQ people and 
other minority communities — but also items with their prejudice obscured by a 
focus on gauzier pro-America imagery. The sharp rise in cases of white 
supremacist propaganda distribution last year follows a jump of more than 180% 
between 2017, the first year that the Anti-Defamation League tracked material 
distribution, and 2018. While 2019 saw cases of propaganda circulated on college 
campuses nearly double, encompassing 433 separate campuses in all but seven 
states, researchers who compiled the data found that 90% of campuses only saw 
one or two rounds of distribution. Oren Segal, director of the League's Center on 
Extremism, pointed to the prominence of more subtly biased rhetoric in some of 
the white supremacist material, emphasizing "patriotism," as a sign that the 
groups are attempting "to make their hate more palatable for a 2020 audience." /  
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MILITARY: Some members of the Oregon National Guard are in Texas, 
continuing to prepare for their peacekeeping mission in Kosovo. Members of the 
2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry Regiment, 41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team are 
at Fort Bliss, honing their skills and working with others preparing for the overseas 
deployment. They’ve dealt with a mix of Texas weather, ranging from heatwaves 
and cold to drenching rain. NATO’s Kosovo Force mission has existed since 
1999. Members include close to 4,000 military personnel from 28 different 
countries. The force is deployed in the Balkans to maintain a secure environment 
and ensure freedom of movement for all citizens in Kosovo. The peacekeeping 
mission is a different experience for many members of the 2-162, who previously 
deployed to war zones in Iraq and Afghanistan. They say the Kosovo mission 
puts them in a completely different role and completely different mindset, where 
they are asked to blend into a community in a non-combat role. Members of the 
unit are being split into two teams. One team’s training mirrors the mission they 
will have patrolling what is known as Kosovo’s Administrative Boundary Line that 
separates Kosovo from Serbia. There, teams set up entry control points and 
ensure that there is safety and security as well as freedom of movement for the 
citizens of Kosovo. The second team is called a Liaison Monitoring Team. This 
team will do what are called “pulse patrols.” These patrols go from location to 
location to interact with the residents of Kosovo and help with any humanitarian 
needs. / ECONOMY: If a rising tide lifts all boats, the continued strong economy is 
good news for the State of Oregon. The latest quarterly revenue forecast 
indicates Oregon’s income tax and other revenues continue to outpace 
expectations. State economists say lottery and general fund revenues could come 
in $183 million higher by the end of the current two-year budget than economists 
predicted just three months ago. But the brighter financial picture comes amid 
some signs of an economic slowdown on the horizon. State lawmakers, meeting 
in Salem this month for their 35-day session, are working to balance the better 
financial conditions with saving for the future. The latest bump means the state’s 
revenue expectations now stand more than $670 million above what economists 
predicted last May as lawmakers worked to finalize the roughly $24 billion general 
fund and lottery budget. The last forecast in November was $490 million higher 
than expected. Economists said they were still trying to figure out the causes for 
the windfalls and whether they reflect a long-term trend in tax revenues or a 
temporary shift in response to President Donald Trump’s 2017 federal tax 



overhaul. / ENVIRONMENT, ECONOMY, SAFETY: Years of expensive wildfire 
seasons and delayed federal reimbursements are taking a financial toll on the 
Oregon Department of Forestry. So, too, is the increasing need to restore the 
health of state forestlands and ensure they provide a steady stream of timber 
income. But seven months into the state’s two-year budget cycle, officials at the 
Oregon Department of Forestry say they’ve eaten through most of the budget that 
lawmakers approved for the entire biennium and are asking for an emergency 
cash infusion. In the near term, agency leaders are looking for a minimum of $52 
million and as much as $132 million, money they say is needed to keep the doors 
open and keep regular programs running; to pay a consultant hired to help them 
get their financial house in order; and to cover firefighting costs in the upcoming 
2020 fire season. Analysts say the agency’s problems come as no surprise. 
Delays in invoicing and collecting reimbursements for firefighting costs, primarily 
from the federal government, mean the Department of Forestry is owed $103 
million, some of that dating back to 2015. In the interim, Oregon Department of 
Forestry leaders say they’ve borrowed money from the state treasury, relied on 
the Department of Administrative Services cover payroll, and tapped internal 
reserves. Logging on state forests has also increased in an effort to keep 
revenues flowing. The cash crunch comes as lawmakers are considering bills that 
would expand the agency’s firefighting capabilities and forest restoration work – 
bills that would require even more money for the department. / ELECTIONS: The 
Oregon Court of Appeals has ruled that Secretary of State Bev Clarno improperly 
rejected three proposed ballot measures dealing with environmental protections 
last year.  Oregon Public Broadcasting reports the three-judge panel on 
Wednesday concluded Clarno misinterpreted state law when she tossed the 
proposals.  At issue were three initiative petitions that proposed new policies for 
forest management in the state. Clarno rejected the measures in September, 
finding they did not meet a constitutional requirement that ballot measures deal 
with a single subject. In a statement she said she was disappointed in the ruling 
and considering her options. / HOMELESSNESS: The City Council in Salem is 
debating an ordinance that would bar people from sitting and sleeping on city 
sidewalks.   The Statesman Journal reports the Council voted 5-4 Monday to craft 
a proposal and discuss sit-lie — and possibly vote on it — at their next meeting 
Feb. 24.  The move comes almost two months after a camping ban pushed 
dozens of homeless people into sleeping outside downtown businesses. 
Previously proposed ordinances aimed at stopping the homeless from camping 
on public sidewalks failed in both 2017 and 2019 after the Council received push 
back from the public.  / TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: A jury has awarded more 
than $10 million to a man who was seriously hurt when an Amtrak train derailed 
between Tacoma and Olympia in 2017. The News Tribune reports Donnell Linton, 
of Renton, is one of many passengers of Amtrak Cascades 501 who sued Amtrak 
after the train left the tracks and part of it crashed onto the freeway below. Three 
died and dozens were injured. Jurors issued the verdict in Linton’s favor Tuesday 
in in U.S. District Court in Tacoma. An Amtrak spokesperson declined to 
comment about the decision. Linton and his son were traveling to Oregon to visit 
Linton’s newborn grandchild when the train derailed Dec. 18, 2017, according to 
one of his attorneys. / BUSINESS, SAFETY: The Oregon Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration has determined that two companies' safety violations 
led to the deaths of two workers at a suburban Portland music festival last 



summer. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports OSHA issued $31,000 in fines 
to Pickathon LLC and GuildWorks LLC after the workers died at the Pickathon 
Music Festival in a lift accident. Brandon Blackmore and Brad Swet were up in a 
boom lift taking down a shade installation when the lift, which was on an incline, 
tilted and fell, killing them. OSHA said two alarm devices on the boom lift had 
been disabled and that instructions for operation were not followed. Pickathon 
and GuildWorks didn't immediately respond to a request for comment. / SAFETY, 
CRIME, YOUTH: Oregon child welfare officials have confirmed that a 4-month-old 
infant died in the state's custody Sunday. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports 
the Department of Human Services disclosed the baby's death Tuesday, under a 
2019 transparency law that requires state leaders to tell the public when a child 
on their radar dies by possible abuse or neglect. The agency did not provide 
specific information about the baby's death, such as how or where the baby died. 
The agency said police are investigating the circumstances. Department of 
Human Services spokesman Jake Sunderland says case workers are still 
collecting information. He said although DHS was the baby's legal guardian, the 
baby was not in general foster care. / COMMUNITY, YOUTH, BUSINESS: 
Shopping for your sweetie on Valentine’s Day? Or just shopping? Keep an eye 
out for the Girl Scouts. The Girl Scouts of Oregon and Southwest Washington 
launch their 2020 cookie booth season on Friday, Feb. 14, and will be setting up 
shop outside many local grocery stores and other retailers. Signature Girl Scout 
Cookies, including Thin Mints, Samoas, Trefoils and new Lemon-Ups will be 
offered among the eight Girl Scout Cookie varieties at all booths. Sales continue 
through Sunday, March 8. The cookie sales raise funds for Girl Scout programs 
and also teach the girls and teens valuable skills that help build confidence and 
communication—and give them a taste of the business world. There’s even a 
Cookie Finder online at girlscoutsosw.org/cookies or download and use the Girl 
Scout Cookie Finder app—available for iPhone or Android. / COMMUNITY, LOW-
INCOME, HOMELESSNESS: Catholic Community Services of Lane County was 
contacted recently by “Operation Warm,” a non-profit based in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. The organization had received a large monetary donation from an 
anonymous donor who wanted to help residents of Lane County and they have 
sent 340 brand new coats to CCS to distribute free of charge. Catholic 
Community Services is holding The Great Coat Giveaway on Thursday, February 
13, from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the CCS Springfield Community Service Center at 
1025 G Street in Springfield. For those in need, there will be one coat per family 
member while supplies last. Limited sizes are available. In addition, CCS recently 
held its annual Winter Clothing Drive and all items received during that effort are 
provided free of charge to those in need. Many of these items, which are slightly 
used, will also be available at Thursday’s event. / YOUTH, COMMUNITY: The 
Springfield Arts Commission hosts a grand opening to celebrate its new Young 
Artists Gallery during Springfield’s “Second Friday Art Walk.” The event takes 
place on Friday, Feb. 14, from 5-7 p.m. at Springfield City Hall, 225 5th Street. 
The Young Artists Gallery is located on the wall across from the City Hall Gallery 
near the main entrance to the building. The featured artwork comes from the 
nearly 1,800 entries submitted to the 2019 Springfield Public Library Bookmark 
Competition by students in kindergarten through 12th grades. Library staff chose 
18 winning designs, which will be highlighted as oversize prints in the gallery 
show and will also be printed and distributed as bookmarks in the library 



throughout the year. The theme for the bookmark competition was “Imagine Your 
Story: Fairy Tales, Folktales & Ancient Mythology.” It coincides with the theme for 
this year’s Summer Reading program. The artwork remains on display through 
Friday, February 28. The Young Artists Gallery grand opening will be held as part 
of the February 2020 Springfield Second Friday Art Walk and will include light 
refreshments and live music by Meadowlark Wind Trio. / SPORTS, SAFETY: The 
Oregon baseball program will honor the Altobelli family throughout the 2020 
season following the loss of three family members in a tragic helicopter crash on 
Jan. 26 in California. Oregon baseball alum J.J. Altobelli lost his dad, stepmom 
and his 14-year old sister in the accident that claimed the lives of nine people. 
The Ducks will observe 14 seconds of silence before their season opener in 
Tempe, Ariz., on Friday, as well as before their first home game against Nevada 
on Feb. 21 at PK Park. John Altobelli, J.J.’s dad, wore number 14 as a player at 
the University of Houston from 1984 to 1985 and as the head coach at Orange 
Coast College. Oregon players will wear a decal with three sets of initials (JA, KA, 
AA) on their batting helmets throughout the 2020 season honoring John, his wife 
Keri and their daughter Alyssa.The Ducks will also recognize the Altobelli family 
at a home game later this season with J.J., his fiancé Carly and his 16-year old 
sister Lexi in attendance. A pair of funds also have been set up to help provide 
financial support for the family. / FAMILY, HEALTH, AGRICULTURE: Learn about 
food preservation, preparation and safety. Become a Master Food Preserver! The 
OSU-Lane County Extension Service is accepting applications for this spring’s 
eight-week training program. The full-day classes will be held every Monday 
starting April 6 with graduation set for June 1. This is a great time to apply. The 
Master Food Preservers are celebrating their 40th Anniversary. Classes are 
taught in a practical, hands-on manner. You’ll learn about food preservation and 
safety, as well as great ways to prepare items. And you’ll polish your critical 
thinking and public speaking skills. Lane County has the most active Master Food 
Preserver programs in the state. Graduates of the program volunteer their time 
answering questions on the statewide hotline. They fielded more than 2,000 calls 
last year. You’ll also have the chance to present workshops and classes on food 
preservation and safety. More people are growing and raising their own food, so 
interest is high. The cost of the program is $175 plus a minimum volunteer 
commitment of 70 hours in the year following the training. Or the course may be 
taken for $375 without the volunteer payback. The deadline for applications is 
Friday, March 27. Applications are available on Lane County’s OSU Extension 
website. Go to: extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/ Check under “Events” for the 
“Master Food Preserver Volunteer Training.” Or stop by the Lane County 
Extension office at 996 Jefferson Street in Eugene. / COVID-19: Another case of 
the new coronavirus infection has been confirmed in a U.S. evacuee from China, 
this one is in Texas. Health officials announced the case this morning, in a person 
who had been evacuated from China to Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio. 
 The patient in stable condition and is in isolation at a nearby hospital. The 
infection was confirmed through laboratory testing on Wednesday night. This is 
the 15th confirmed U.S. case. Two earlier ones were found among evacuees who 
were flown last week from the Chinese city of Wuhan to Marine Corps Air Station 
Miramar in Southern California.  ; There are now 14 cases in the U.S. It comes 
after a second case of the coronavirus was confirmed among evacuees from 
China. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says the person was 



aboard a flight from the city of Wuhan that arrived at Marine Corps Air Station 
Miramar in California last week. The patient is in isolation at a San Diego hospital. 
Also in isolation is a woman who was mistakenly released because of a 
mislabeled sample that hadn't been tested for coronavirus. The evacuee was 
returned to the hospital on Monday after testing positive for the virus. ; Japan has 
announced its first death from a new virus, hours after confirming 44 more cases 
on a cruise ship quarantined near Tokyo as fears of the spreading disease mount 
in that country. Japan’s health minister says the first fatality is a woman in her 80s 
who had been hospitalized since Feb. 1. He also confirmed two other cases of the 
virus, a Tokyo taxi driver and a doctor at a hospital in western Japan. The cruise 
ship, which is still carrying about 3,500 people, now has 218 confirmed cases, 
including a number of Americans. ; Daily life on the cruise ship quarantined off a 
Japanese port can include fear, excitement and soul-crushing boredom. 
Passengers on the ship describe tiny rooms and boring food in interviews with 
The Associated Press and on social media posts. A passenger who caught the 
worrisome virus initially felt terror but then described surprisingly mild symptoms. 
With the number of illnesses growing, there's a nagging doubt that quarantining 
the ship's hundreds of passengers and crew in tight quarters might spread the 
viral disease more. And for the hundreds of crew members confined to the ship, 
there's a difficult job to be done. ; A cruise ship that had been stranded at sea for 
about two weeks after being refused entry by four Asian governments because of 
virus fears has finally docked in Cambodia. Cambodia agreed to let the MS 
Westerdam dock at the port of Sihanoukville after Thailand barred it on 
Wednesday, following similar actions by Japan, Taiwan and the Philippines. They 
kept the ship away over concerns that it would expose them to the new virus from 
China. 218 cases have been confirmed on another cruise ship, the Diamond 
Princess, which made stops in Hong Kong and other ports before arriving in 
Japan last week. /  
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SCHOOLS, EDUCATION: Congratulations to Eugene School Superintendent 
Gustavo Balderas. Last night, was named the “National Superintendent of the 
Year” for 2020. The announcement came last night at an educators’ conference in 
San Diego. He was one of four finalists in December after earlier being named 
“Oregon Superintendent of the Year.” Balderas is recognized as a statewide 
leader in educational equity, and the nomination credited him with working to 
increase diversity among administrators, teachers and staff. Those involved in the 
selection also say he works tirelessly on behalf of students. They also noted his 
professionalism and his humility. In his acceptance speech, Balderas thanked all 
those who made it possible: The district teachers and staff, students and their 
families. Balderas is a product of Oregon’s public schools: The child of migrant 
farm workers in eastern Oregon, he attended schools in Nyssa, and earned his 
bachelor’s, master's and doctoral degrees from Oregon universities. He has spent 
most of his nearly 30-year education career in Oregon and co-founded the 
Oregon Association of Latino Administrators. Balderas became superintendent of 
the Eugene School District in 2015. ; In receiving the honor, Balderas told last 
night’s gathering that he feels blessed to be in this community. He said that 
seeing that kids are succeeding because of the changes that educators are 
making is what drives him. He added that school leaders need to be champions 
for their profession. Balderas says education is the backbone of our democracy. ; 
Speaking of education and student success, it’s worth noting that Oregon State 
University President Ed Ray, who retires at the end of June, delivered his final 
“State of the University” address this week. In it, he called for more support for 
economically struggling students, and highlighted the importance of OSU’s 
increased student counseling and mental health services. Ray spoke about the 
challenges of what he called the “crisis of anxiety and despair that is growing 
among young adults” as they grapple with the rising cost of education and other 
challenges. He said it is incumbent upon universities to step up and ensure 
students succeed. As part of that effort, Oregon State implemented mental health 
wellness training for faculty, staff and students so they may better recognize signs 
of distress in students and offer help. Ray also announced a $1 million 
endowment to provide student assistance with food and housing costs. The fund 
was established by Thomas Toomey, a 1982 Oregon State University graduate 
and board member on the OSU Foundation who heads a Colorado-based real 
estate investment trust. ; Concordia University students walked out of their 



classes Thursday in protest of the Board of Regents recent decision to close the 
115-year-old institution this year. The private Lutheran university’s board voted 
last Friday to cease operations and sell Concordia’s 24-acre campus in Northeast 
Portland. Concordia enrolls about 5,700 students, but sources estimate only 
about 1,200 of them attend classes on campus. Most of the students study 
remotely through Concordia’s online classes. The Oregonian/OregonLive also 
reports that school officials have notified the state that the closure will eliminate 
1,518 jobs. / SAFETY: A father and son were killed Saturday when their car 
plunged down an embankment near Fall Creek. It happened between Pengra 
Road and Place Road. 31-year-old Tyler Morin and his father, 67-year-old 
Bradley Morin were pronounced dead at the scene. It came after the Lane County 
Sheriff's Office was dispatched shortly after 3 p.m. Saturday. A neighbor had 
called 911, saying they heard the crash. The neighbor located the wreck and 
located one man who had been ejected from the vehicle and began life-saving 
efforts with the assistance of a bystander until emergency crews arrived. Sheriff’s 
deputies located the second. The Lane County Sheriff’s Office and Medical 
Examiner are working to determine the cause of death. / POLITICS, 
ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS: They’ve incorporated 177 pages 
of changes, including some requested by Republicans and some by leaders of 
the group Timber Unity. A major utility has even given its conditional support. But 
will that be enough for Democrats to pass the new version of their controversial 
climate-change policy in Salem? Members of an Oregon legislative committee 
yesterday voted along party lines to send the bill to the Joint Ways and Means 
committee. But it came after more GOP objections. The bill gradually caps 
statewide carbon dioxide emissions and requires major polluters to purchase 
allowances to offset their emissions. The idea is that the cost of buying pollution 
credits will force those companies to clean up their emissions over time, 
improving everything from manufacturing to vehicles and energy production. 
Democrats made recent changes to the bill to reduce its impact on fuel prices for 
rural Oregonians and the cost to large industrial firms. While some requirements 
would take effect in the Portland area in two years, most other Western Oregon 
counties would not be affected until 2025. Coos and Curry counties, along with 
the cities of Bend and Klamath Falls, would be exempted until 2028. And much of 
Eastern Oregon might not see any changes unless 23 counties adopt the plan. 
Republicans have threatened to walk out to prevent Democrats from having the 
votes they need to convene, a tactic that GOP senators used last year to sideline 
similar legislation. / SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: Flooding last weekend in 
northeastern Oregon’s Umatilla County damaged at least 387 structures, 
according to reports filed with county officials. It came after heavy rains melted 
snow and caused flash flooding and mudslides along creeks and rivers on the 
outskirts of Pendleton and elsewhere. In addition to the structural damage 
reported by homeowners, renters and businesspeople, farmers are assessing 
agricultural damage. The clean-up is continuing and those forced out of their 
homes are in temporary shelters and motel rooms. Umatilla County has placed 
dumpsters for cleaned-up flood waste in various locations affected by the high 
water and mud. / GOVERNMENT: A state audit says pay for the director and 
other managers of Travel Oregon, the state’s travel bureau, is among the highest 
of any state agency. That’s even though Travel Oregon's top brass oversee a 
much smaller staff and budget. The Oregonian and OregonLive report that the 



state paid Travel Oregon CEO Todd Davidson $381,000 including a car and 
cellphone allowance, The Oregon Tourism Commission has since given Davidson 
a 3 percent raise. By comparison, the director of the Department of Human 
Services, who leads Oregon's largest state agency with roughly 8,600 employees, 
was paid $200,000 as of June. Davidson agreed with all of the auditors' 
recommendations and said the agency is committed to improvement.  / CRIME: 
The Register-Guard is reporting that a Portland couple pleaded guilty Wednesday 
to the shooting death of a 21-year-old Lane Community College student, gunned 
down last spring near Taylor’s Bar and Grill. 30-year-old Regis Kindred pleaded 
guilty to second-degree murder after a settlement conference that was 
“accelerated” to an earlier date at the request of the prosecutor, in agreement with 
defense attorneys. Kindred’s wife, 29-year-old Kailee Von Foster pleaded guilty to 
a second-degree manslaughter charge Wednesday. Both are scheduled to be 
sentenced at 8:30 a.m. Feb. 20. Kindred and Foster were accused of killing Alex 
Gradin on May 4, 2019. The well-regarded Lane Community College student was 
shot and killed in a University of Oregon parking lot between 13th and 14th 
avenues. After a months-long investigation, Eugene police announced in August 
that Gradin was a random victim in a shooting related to gang activity, and 
Kindred and Von Foster were identified as suspects. The victim “was, simply put, 
just a college student enjoying a night with friends. Alex did absolutely nothing 
wrong, he was a good student,” Eugene Police Detective Jed McGuire said 
previously. Because Kindred accepted responsibility for the second-degree 
murder, Prosecutor Jay Hall said, his wife was able to plead to a lesser charge.  
Kindred is expected to be sentenced to 25 years to life, and Van Foster is 
expected to be sentenced to six years, three months, according to Measure 11 
guidelines. At the time, McGuire said Gradin had “zero” affiliation with any gang. 
The couple and Gradin did not have any contact before Gradin was killed, 
Eugene police said. ; Police say an Uber driver in southern Oregon has been 
charged with locking a passenger inside his car and raping her. The Oregonian 
and OregonLive reports 51-year-old Antonio Gonzalez-Salinas was arraigned 
Wednesday in Jackson County Circuit Court on charges of first-degree rape, 
kidnapping and sexual abuse. Records show he remains held in the Jackson 
County Jail on a $1 million bail. It wasn't immediately known if he has a lawyer. 
An Uber spokesman says the company is cooperating with law enforcement to 
support their investigation. Police say the Uber driver was supposed to take the 
woman to the house of an acquaintance, but he never did. Police say her friends 
used her phone's location data to find her sobbing in the car. / SPORTS: Will 
Richardson scored 17 of his 21 points in the second half and No. 17 Oregon 
came from behind for a 68-60 victory over 16th-ranked Colorado. The Ducks 
trailed by 12 points early in the second half but went on a 10-0 run in the waning 
minutes to overtake the Buffaloes. The two teams are tied for the league lead. 
Richardson also had nine rebounds. Payton Pritchard added 15 points for the 
Ducks. ; Kylor Kelley had 16 points and nine rebounds to lead Oregon State to a 
70-51 rout of Utah. Kelley was 7 of 10 from the field with five dunks. The Beavers 
led by 25 points at 68-43 on Kelley’s dunk with 3:42 remaining. Utah never got 
closer than 15 in the second half after trailing 35-19 at halftime. Oregon State has 
won back-to-back conference games for the first time this season. ; The Oregon 
women enter this week's trip to Los Angeles on a 10-game winning streak, 
looking very much like a team capable of cutting down the nets during the 



National Championships in New Orleans come April. The Ducks have beaten four 
top-10 teams and seven top-25 teams overall during the streak, beating those 
seven by an average margin of 20.3 points per game.  
The No. 3 Ducks head south to play at UCLA today (Feb. 14, 8 p.m., Pac-12) and 
USC on Sunday (Feb. 16, 1 p.m., Pac-12). The Ducks are dominating on the 
offensive end, and entered this week with the No. 1 scoring offense in the NCAA 
at 85.9 points per game. Defensively, the Ducks only are allowing opponents 56.4 
points. A big reason for that is Minyon Moore, the grad transfer from USC, who 
has given Oregon a defense that complements its elite offense. Moore, a 5-foot-8 
guard from Hercules in the San Francisco Bay Area, started 63 games for USC 
from 2016-19. She reunited with former club teammate Sabrina Ionescu this 
season at Oregon, and has developed into the Ducks' defensive stopper in recent 
weeks.  
Moore and the Ducks have taken their defense to a new level during the 10-game 
winning streak. She had five steals during a home sweep of California and 
Stanford, then six in one game at Utah two weeks after that, and another six in 
one game last week against Arizona State. Moore's tenacity was key to keeping 
Connecticut from mounting a fourth-quarter comeback in Oregon's win over the 
Huskies on Feb. 3. And all that defensive energy has resulted in more transition 
opportunities for the Ducks offensively.  
Meantime, Sabrina Ionescu is just three assists away from 1,000 assists in her 
career. That would make her one of only two players in college women’s 
basketball history to record 2,000-plus points and 1,000-plus assists. ; The No. 11 
Oregon State women's basketball team tips off the first of four-straight road 
games Friday, when the Beavers take on USC in Los Angeles. The game is 
slated to tip at 7 p.m. and will air live on Pac-12 Los Angeles. Oregon State will 
have an extra day off between games this weekend, as the team heads to 
Westwood to face No. 7 UCLA on Monday. That game will air live at 6 p.m. on 
ESPN2. The Beavers will then turn around for another road game next Friday at 
Stanford. Oregon State is 29-43 all-time against USC, and has won the last three 
meetings. / ELECTIONS, SAFETY: A study from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology has found serious security concerns in a voting app used in elections 
in Utah, West Virginia, and the city of Denver—as well as in a pilot project last fall 
in Oregon. The report on the Voatz app found that attackers could alter, stop or 
expose how an individual has voted. Security researchers said the app's voter 
identification methods pose potential privacy issues. While Oregon votes by mail, 
the Voatz app was being tested in November by Jackson and Umatilla Counties. 
The app was being offered to active-duty military personnel, their eligible 
dependents and overseas voters, who were able to register to use their 
smartphones last fall’s special election. Voatz was touted in October as a mobile 
elections platform powered by military-grade technology. The app’s authors said 
they had conducted numerous successful pilots that include federal, state, and 
local elections. In its largest election, more than 15,000 votes were cast. In 
response to yesterday’s report from MIT, Voatz disputed the research methods 
and company officials said the analysts used an old version of the app. The 
company noted it hasn't had any reported issues in its counting of less than 600 
votes. / FAMILIES, HEALTH, LOW-INCOME: Families in Lane County will be 
among the first in the state to have the option of receiving nurse home visits after 
the birth of a child. The Oregon Health Authority is launching Family Connects, a 



program designed to better support families of infants, giving them a jump-start on 
good health at a critical time. Lane County Health and Human Services is 
coordinating the local effort. Once it’s refined here and in seven other parts of 
Oregon, there will be a statewide rollout. Under Family Connects, every Oregon 
parent of a newborn will be contacted by a health care provider shortly after birth 
to schedule a home visit. If families accept the service, they receive one to three 
visits by a registered nurse in their homes to ensure they get off to a good start 
and are connected to other services in the community. Family Connects Oregon 
does not replace any home visiting programs that are already operating in the 
state. Instead, the program is designed to add to them. Experts say improving 
infant care and assisting families of newborns leads to improvement in family 
health, as well a child development and readiness for school. It also encourages 
positive parenting, which can reduce family violence and other issues. For more 
information, visit healthoregon.org/homevisiting / AGRICULTURE, SAFETY: A 
steer on the loose created some anxious moments early yesterday morning near 
Roseburg High School. It came after a driver called police shortly before 6 a.m. to 
report the Black Angus steer had escaped its trailer while the rig was parked 
nearby on Interstate Five. The owner said he was trying to locate it and keep it 
out of the freeway’s traffic lanes. The steer made its way to the Roseburg High 
School parking lot where a decision was made to put the animal down. The man 
was able to remove it afterward. There were no students on the campus at the 
time of this incident. / ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY: Add fishing to your 
President’s Day weekend plans—it’s free to fish, crab or clam anywhere in 
Oregon on Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 15 and 16. That means no fishing licenses 
or tags (including a Combined Angling Tag or Columbia River Basin 
Endorsement or Two-Rod Validation) are required to fish, crab or clam—for both 
residents and non-residents. Although no licenses or tags are required, all 
other fishing regulations apply including closures, bag limits and size restrictions. 
See the Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations to find out more. For tips on how to 
fish, crab or clam and where to go, visit www.MyODFW.com It’s prime winter 
steelhead fishing season on the north and mid-coast. If you are planning to fish 
for salmon, steelhead or marine fish, don’t forget to check the zone where you are 
fishing in ODFW’s Recreation Report for the latest on season and bag limits 
because regulations for these species change in-season. For beginner anglers, 
hatchery trout is a great bet, and a number of locations in the Willamette, 
Southwest zones and along the mid-coast were stocked this week. Last week: the 
Alton Baker Park canal was stocked with 700 legal and 100 trophy-size rainbow 
trout; Cottage Grove Reservoir was stocked with 2,540 trophy-size rainbow trout; 
Dexter Reservoir was stocked with 2,540 trophy-sized trout; and Hills Creek 
Reservoir was stocked with 4,000 legal-size trout. This week: Junction City Pond 
was stocked with 1,000 legal-sized trout. Crabbing is open along the entire 
Oregon coast. Razor clamming is closed from Tillamook Head south to the 
California border. Bay clamming and mussel harvesting are open along the entire 
coast. Always call the ODA Shellfish safety hotline at 1-800-448-2474 or check 
ODA’s Recreational Shellfish page before going crabbing or clamming. Take 
safety precautions when clamming during the winter. Watch out for rough ocean 
conditions and sneaker waves and don’t turn your back on the ocean. / COVID-
19: A Chinese health official says more than 1,700 medical workers have been 
infected by the new virus and six have died. China also is reporting another 



sizable rise in the total number of people sickened by the virus, which has killed 
nearly 1,400 people and spread to other parts of Asia, the U.S. and Europe. The 
number of cases has been rising more quickly since the hardest-hit province 
changed the way it is counting them. Hubei province is now including cases 
based on a physician’s diagnosis before they have been confirmed by lab tests. In 
Japan, health officials allowed 11 elderly people to leave a quarantined cruise 
ship after they tested negative for the virus. ; Tokyo Olympic organizers and the 
International Olympic Committee say there's “no case for any contingency plans 
or cancelling" the 2020 Games because of the fast spreading virus that has 
caused one death in Japan and about 1,400 in mainland China. A full Chinese 
delegation is expected when the Olympics open in just over five months. But 
officials were unclear if Chinese athletes will be able to participate in the 
remaining 19 test events in Japan. The head of the IOC inspection team heading 
a two-day visit to Tokyo says he believes many of China's Olympic athletes are 
already training outside the country. That could ease their entry into Japan. / 
HEALTH, SAFETY: The weight loss drug Belviq (BEL’-vihk) is being pulled from 
the market because of a slight increased risk of cancer. The drug's maker said 
Thursday it is voluntarily withdrawing the drug at the request of the Food and 
Drug Administration. The company, however, says it disagrees with the FDA’s 
interpretation of new data on the drug’s safety. and it still believes the drug's 
benefit outweighs the risk. The FDA said patients should stop taking Belviq 
immediately and told doctors to notify their patients although the agency said no 
special cancer screening is needed for anyone who took the drug. Belviq was 
approved in 2012, roughly the same time that a couple other promising weight 
loss drugs hit the market. None became the blockbusters they were expected to 
be, but they offered an option for the many people struggling with excess weight 
or obesity and related health problems. A recently completed FDA analysis of the 
data from that study showed 7.7% of participants who took Belviq were diagnosed 
with cancer, slightly more than the 7.1% who developed cancer in a comparison 
group given dummy pills. /  
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SPORTS: It’s Number Three versus Number Four in a big women’s basketball 
match-up this evening in the Bay Area. The Oregon Women take on Stanford at 
Maples Pavillion. Tip-off is just after 6 p.m. on ESPN2. On Friday, Sabrina 
Ionescu notched her NCAA-best 25th career triple-double with 17 points, 11 
assists and 11 rebounds as fan and two-time NBA MVP Stephen Curry sat 
courtside to support her, leading No. 3 Oregon to its 13th straight win with a 93-61 
victory over California. Erin Boley hit six of her eight 3-pointers in the first half on 
the way to 24 points. Jaelyn Brown scored 26 points on 10-for-25 shooting to lead 
Cal and reach the 1,000-point club. Today, Ionescu will speak at her friend Kobe 
Bryant's memorial service in Southern California before flying to the Bay Area to 
face Stanford this evening with the Pac-12 regular-season title likely on the line. ; 
Thousands of mourners will gather in Staples Center today to say farewell to 
Kobe and Gianna Bryant. The basketball superstar and his 13-year-old daughter 
will be honored in a public memorial at the arena where Bryant played for the Los 
Angeles Lakers. Kobe and Gianna Bryant died along with seven others on Jan. 
26 in a helicopter crash. The Celebration of Life will feature music and 
retrospectives on Kobe Bryant's career, along with speakers reflecting on his 
impact on his sport and the world. Bryant became active in film, television and 
writing after his career ended in 2016. ; Mikayla Pivec scored 24 points and No. 
15 Oregon State beat California 76-63 to snap a four-game losing streak — its 
longest skid since February of 2013. Pivec scored six points in a 14-0 spurt that 
made it 62-43 early in the fourth. Cailyn Crocker and Jaelyn Brown scored 17 
points apiece for Cal. The Beavers are fifth in the Pac-12 standings, one game 
back of No. 21 Arizona State, with two regular-season games remaining. The top 
four teams earn a bye into the quarterfinals of next month's conference 
tournament. ; Payton Pritchard scored a career-high 38 points, Shakur Juiston 
added all of Oregon's points in overtime and the 14th-ranked Ducks rallied to beat 
No. 24 Arizona 73-72. Pritchard had a terrific game in regulation and Juiston was 
the unlikely hero in overtime, scoring nine points, including a layup with 1.4 
seconds left that was the winner. Arizona had one more great opportunity but 
Christian Koloko missed two free throws with one second left that could have tied 
or won the game. Dylan Smith led Arizona with 18 points. ; Remy Martin and 
Alonzo Verge Jr. scored 17 points each and Arizona State extended its winning 
streak to seven games with a 74-73 victory over Oregon State. Romello White 
had 15 points, Kimani Lawrence added 14 and Rob Edwards scored 10 for the 



Sun Devils, who have won nine of their last 10 and grabbed at least a share of 
first place in the league after a 1-3 start. Tres Tinkle had 25 points and Ethan 
Thompson had 20 and a season-high four 3-pointers for the Beavers. / CRIME: 
Jurors in the trial of the man who fatally stabbed two Good Samaritans in 2017 on 
a Portland light rail train have more deliberations this week. After returning “guilty” 
verdicts in all 12 counts on Friday, they now consider elements of the case that 
will help the judge settle on a sentence for Jeremy Christian. Those deliberations 
begin tomorrow in a Multnomah County courtroom. Christian was 35 at the time of 
the stabbings and attacked two men whom prosecutors said tried to stop his 
racist tirade against two young black women on the commuter train. The 
emotional trial featured testimony from both women and the sole survivor of the 
attack. Christian's defense attorneys argued that he acted in self-defense and felt 
threatened by two of the victims. He had told investigators he was exercising his 
right to free speech. The racial undertones of the stabbings shook Portland, which 
prides itself on its liberal and progressive reputation but also grapples with a racist 
past. / ENVIRONMENT: Most people are familiar with the growing crisis caused 
by plastic bags, water bottles and other large plastic debris contaminating oceans 
worldwide. But another type of plastic is causing alarm among researchers and 
conservationists. Scientists say “microplastics” are turning up everywhere in 
oceans, from the water itself to the guts of fish and the poop of sea otters and 
giant killer whales. Research into the impact of these tiny bits of broken-down 
plastic is just getting underway. The largest of these plastic bits are 5 millimeters 
long, roughly the size of a kernel of corn, and many are much smaller and 
invisible to the naked eye. Dozens of scientists from universities, government 
agencies, aquariums and even water sanitation districts across the West will 
gather this week to discuss the problem. Their goal is to create a risk assessment 
for microplastic pollution similar to plans developed for disasters like earthquakes. 
; Washington state authorities say returns of spring chinook to the Columbia River 
this year could hit near-record low numbers due to poor ocean conditions. This 
year's forecasted return of 81,700 upriver spring chinook is up 12 percent from 
last year, which was the lowest number of returning spring chinook since 1999. 
New fishing regulations this year for the Columbia River set the season at April 1 
to May 5. The expected harvest is about 340 adult Chinook above the Bonneville 
Dam and 2,500 below it. Fishing regulations have yet to be set for this year for 
spring chinook on the Snake River, but the catch is expected to be similarly 
constrained. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: High winds made for a blustery — and 
sometimes dangerous — day Sunday in Oregon and Washington. Winds gusted 
to 55 mph along the Oregon Coast. A portion of Interstate 84 in eastern Oregon 
was closed due to power lines in the highway and several other smaller state 
roads were closed due to wind and blowing debris. In Renton, Washington, high 
winds sent a 200-foot-tall tree crashing down on an apartment building, critically 
injuring a man inside one of the units. Power outages closed the Point Defiance 
Zoo and Aquarium in Tacoma. ; We learned more yesterday from Douglas County 
officials about Friday’s rescue of a mushroom hunter who became lost for two 
days during an outing near Loon Lake. Crews from the Douglas County Sheriff's 
Office and various Search & Rescue crews spent most of Thursday looking for 
65-year-old Juan Pitcher of Reedsport. But it was a challenging operation in very 
steep and rocky terrain clogged with thick brush and heavy timber in the Coast 
Range on the Elliott State Forest, about 15 miles west of the town of Lakeside. 



The search resumed on Friday morning, and around noon, crews began hearing 
a man’s voice responding their calls from deep within a canyon. An hour later, 
searchers located Pitcher in what they described as poor condition. Sheriff’s 
officials worked with a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter to extract Pitcher from the 
canyon and get him to a hospital. ; An injured hiker in Washington state was 
airlifted to safety after crawling through the forest for eight hours to get cell phone 
service. Coast Guard officials say the hiker was rescued near Olympic National 
Park around 4 a.m. on Saturday. Authorities say the 26-year-old had fractured his 
ankle while hiking near Washington state’s Hood Canal. A Coast Guard helicopter 
crew hoisted the man from the trail and flew him to a Seattle hospital for 
treatment. / ANIMALS, SAFETY: Federal inspectors have cited Oregon Health & 
Science University for violating animal welfare laws after officials say five prairie 
voles died of thirst. The Oregonian and OregonLive reported that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture also cited the university after a person risked 
contaminating surgical tools while probing a ferret's brain with an electrode in 
January as part of research into how the animals hear. The violations come after 
inspectors performed a routine inspection of the university's animal research 
facilities in Portland. Two anti-animal research groups have urged the federal 
government to put an end to the university's work. / COVID-19: Stocks opened 
sharply lower on Wall Street this morning, pushing the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average down more than 970 points in the first few minutes of trading. The Dow 
has recovered a bit. It comes after word that officials in Europe and the Middle 
East now are scrambling to limit the coronavirus’ spread. Fewer new infections 
are being reported in China, where health experts hope the situation is stabilizing. 
But worries are growing elsewhere. In northern Italy, authorities have set up 
roadblocks, called off soccer matches and shuttered sites including the famed La 
Scala opera house. In Iran, a report of at least 50 deaths in a single city emerged 
as infections were reported to have spread for the first time to Iraq, Kuwait, 
Bahrain and Afghanistan. The leader of the World Health Organization says the 
recent developments have shown “just how quickly a new virus can spread 
around the world and cause widespread fear and disruption.” ; There are more 
than 79,500 confirmed cases of coronavirus across the globe. The vast majority 
of the cases, more than 77-thousand are in China. The U.S. has 35 cases, but 
half of those are from passengers evacuated from that cruise ship that docked in 
Japan. There have been more than 26-hundred deaths but, again, most of those 
are in China. More than 25-thousand patients—a bit more than one in three—
have recovered from their illnesses. ; A judge has put on hold a plan to send up to 
50 people infected with a new virus from China to a Southern California city for 
quarantine. Costa Mesa officials asked for a court to intervene Friday after 
learning that federal authorities planned to move patients to a state-owned facility 
in the city as early as Sunday. They said they were not included in the planning 
effort and wanted to know how the local community would be protected from the 
possible spread of the virus that has spread globally. The judge has issued a 
temporary restraining order and has scheduled a hearing for today. ; Japanese 
health officials and experts on a government panel are acknowledging that the 
quarantine of the virus-hit cruise ship Diamond Princess was not perfect, but are 
defending Japan's decision to release about 1,000 passengers after 14 days. The 
officials say Japanese health authorities faced tough challenges in dealing with a 
foreign-operated ship that required international negotiations in the absence of 



established rules in such a crisis. More than 690 people were sickened on the 
ship and three died. The number of cases in Japan outside of the ship is 
continuing to rise, and experts say the country is now at a critical juncture. ; The 
White House is readying an urgent budget request to address the deadly 
coronavirus outbreak whose rapid spread is spooking financial markets and 
restricting international travel. That's according to a senior administration official 
who confirmed that the emergency request is still being developed and is likely to 
come later this week. The Department of Health and Human Services has already 
tapped into an emergency infectious disease rapid response fund and is 
transferring more than $130 million from other HHS accounts to combat the virus. 
/ CRIME, RACISM: A Colorado man charged in what Oregon prosecutors say 
was a hate crime stabbing has been found unfit for trial and will be sent to the 
Oregon State Hospital before his case can move forward. The Argus-Observer in 
Ontario reports 26-year-old Nolan Strauss was ordered to the hospital for 
treatment on Wednesday. The truck driver from Colorado Springs was charged 
with attempted murder after police said he attacked and stabbed a black man in a 
truck stop restaurant with no provocation. Strauss has not yet entered a plea, and 
was unable to be reached for comment. / SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: The 
main Oregon highway connecting Salem and Bend reopened Saturday after a 
tanker crash and gas spill forced a week-long closure. The Statesman Journal 
reports the double tanker trunk spilled an estimated 7,800 gallons of petroleum 
products into the soil at the crash site east of Idanha. Cleanup crews dug up and 
hauled away about 6,200 tons of contaminated soil. Workers also added a new 
guardrail near the site of the crash. The area has had two major tanker crashes 
and spills into the North Santiam River in the last three years. / ENVIRONMENT, 
LEGAL:  U.S. Interior Department officials are seeking to bolster their case for 
easing restrictions on energy development, mining and grazing in seven Western 
states. A federal judge in Idaho blocked the Trump administration plans last year 
over concerns that they could harm greater sage grouse, a ground-dwelling bird. 
Assistant Interior Secretary Casey Hammond says a new set of environmental 
studies published Friday clarifies the steps the government will take to conserve 
sage grouse habitat. The Interior Department opened a 45-day public comment 
period on the studies that cover millions of acres of public lands in Wyoming, 
Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Oregon and California. / ENVIRONMENT, 
SAFETY: The federal government needs to do more to prevent the failure of 
radioactively contaminated facilities at an aging nuclear weapons production site 
in Washington state. That's according to a report by the Government 
Accountability Office released this week. The report says the partial collapse in 
2017 of a tunnel containing radioactive waste from the Cold War on the Hanford 
Nuclear Reservation signaled problems with how the U.S. Department of Energy 
dealt with aging infrastructure. Specifically, the report raised questions about the 
way obsolete facilities were evaluated, monitored and given priority for eventual 
cleanup and removal. ; A U.S. regulatory agency delayed a vote on a proposed 
natural gas pipeline and marine export terminal in Oregon. One member said 
Thursday that greenhouse gas emissions and endangered species should be 
considered and he blasted the decision-making process as “rotten.” The issues 
bluntly raised at the meeting of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in 
Washington came on top of objections to the mega-project by Oregon’s 
Department of Land Conservation and Development. In a letter released 



Wednesday, the department said the Jordan Cove Energy Project would harm the 
environment and had failed to obtain necessary permits. There was no immediate 
response to a request for comment from Jordan Cove. / BUSINESS, SAFETY: 
Oregon Occupational Safety and Health has fined Selmet Inc. $27,500 for an 
August 2019 titanium furnace explosion that hurt two employees. The Albany 
Democrat-Herald reports the state agency issued the fine for violating job safety 
rules, calling three of the violations serious. The incident at the Selmet plant near 
Albany tossed one employee and caused second- and third-degree burns over 
69% of his body. It threw another employee into a table, tore a steel door from its 
hinges and blew a hole in the building’s roof. Parent company Consolidated 
Precision Products spokesman Richard Legenza said the company doesn't 
comment on specifics of citations but said they cooperated with the investigation 
and that employee safety is their highest priority. /  
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SPORTS: She delivered an eloquent speech in Los Angeles at yesterday 
morning’s memorial for Kobe Bryant and his 13-year-old daughter Gianna, when 
flew to the Bay Area. She was emotionally worn out and wasn’t feeling well. Her 
coach said she’d been ill and thrown up several times before the game. But 
Oregon’s Sabrina Ionescu left those issues in the locker room and played her 
heart out last night as the No. 3 Ducks defeated No. 4 Stanford, 74-66. Along the 
way, she became the first player in college basketball, male or female, to record 
2,000 career points, 1,000 rebounds and 1,000 assists. Ionescu had 21 points, 12 
rebounds and 12 assists against the Cardinal, the 26th triple-double of her four-
year career. The Ducks return home this week to take on the Washington 
schools. The No. 3 Ducks (26-2, 15-1) secured at least a share of the Pac-12 
regular-season title and clinched the No. 1 seed in the Pac-12 Tournament with 
their 14th straight win. They beat Stanford twice in the same season for the first 
time since 1987 and only the second time in program history. Oregon also now 
has beaten Stanford on the road in back-to-back meetings for the first time in 
program history. During their 14-game win streak, the Ducks have picked up nine 
wins vs. top-25 teams, six vs. top-10 teams and three vs. top-five teams.  The 
Duck women host Washington State on Friday at Matthew Knight Arena. Game 
time is 8:00 p.m. It will be broadcast on the Pac-12 Networks. Oregon wraps up 
its home season on Sunday at noon when the Ducks host Washington. That 
game also is being carried by the Pac-12 Networks. ; South Carolina still leads 
the way in The Associated Press women's college basketball poll in a week that 
saw seven ranked teams fall to unranked opponents. The top of the poll was 
unscathed with none of the first seven teams losing. The No. 1 Gamecocks 
received 27 of 30 first-place votes from the national media panel a day after 
clinching their fifth Southeastern Conference title in seven years. No. 2 Baylor got 
two first-place votes and No. 3 Oregon got one. Stanford and Louisville round out 
the top five teams in the poll. TCU enters the rankings for the first time in two 
years, coming in at No. 25. / POLITICS, BUSINESS, AGRICULTURE, 
ENVIRONMENT: Lots of empty desks this morning in the Oregon Senate, after all 
but one Republican in the chamber left the Capitol yesterday to prevent 
Democrats from voting on the controversial “cap and trade” bill intended to limit 
state greenhouse gas emissions. Democrats have a majority in the Legislature 
but without the Republicans the Oregon Senate does not have enough members 
to convene. Democratic leaders hoped to avoid another GOP walkout and worked 



behind the scenes to reach a compromise. But after most Senate Republicans 
were no-shows yesterday, Senate Majority Leader Ginny Burdick called the GOP 
action a “dereliction of duty.” Governor Kate Born told reporters that if Senate 
Republicans don’t like a bill, they should show up and change it or show up and 
vote “no.” But GOP Senate leaders say this was their only way to stop the bill’s 
progress to the Senate floor. Only Republican Tim Knopp (say: NAWP) of Bend 
was present for Monday’s session. Senate Republicans used walkouts twice last 
year, once to hold up a vote on a business tax and then to oppose the earlier 
version of cap-and-trade. This session’s bill would gradually tighten limits on 
statewide carbon dioxide emissions and require large polluters from the fuel, 
utility and industrial sectors to buy pollution allowances to offset their emissions. 
The idea is that those big companies would then invest in cleaner technologies 
over time. Democrats say they exempting a larger portion of the state from fees 
on gas and diesel indefinitely in an effort to satisfy Republicans. But Democrats 
have also rejected numerous amendments proposed by Republicans in 
committee. ; The walkout by Republican state senators comes with just two 
weeks before the scheduled close to the legislature’s 35-day “short session.” As 
was the case last summer, the lack of a quorum threatens to derail other bills. 
They include the governor’s close to $12 million relief package for Eastern 
Oregon communities hit hard by winter flooding. Other key proposals in limbo 
include that landmark deal announced earlier this month by timber companies 
and conservation groups to overhaul forest practice regulations. Also still awaiting 
final votes: Money to improve Oregon’s child welfare programs; funding for local 
corrections agencies and the state hospital; bond authorization for higher 
education building projects; a plan to provide $45 million to open homeless 
shelters across the state; and bill to permanently increase the statewide tourism 
lodging tax, which would, among other things, provide $20 million for the 2021 
world track championships at Hayward Field. Other bills still in limbo would trim a 
tax break for wealthy investors, ban the pesticide chlorpyrifos, outlaw 
discrimination based on hairstyles historically associated with race and require 
safe storage of firearms. Governor Kate Brown has indicated she might call 
lawmakers back in a special session, and Senate President Courtney says he 
hopes Republicans will return before a March 8 deadline to vote on items in the 
current session. / POLITICS, HEALTH, WOMEN: In a victory for the Trump 
administration, a U.S. appeals court on Monday upheld rules that bar taxpayer-
funded family-planning clinics from referring women for abortions. The 7-4 ruling 
by the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals overturned decisions issued by judges in 
Oregon, Washington, and California. The court had already allowed the 
administration's changes to start taking effect while the government appealed 
those rulings. The changes ban taxpayer-funded clinics in the Title X program for 
low-income women from making abortion referrals, a restriction opponents 
characterize as a “gag rule.” Beginning March 4, the rules will also prohibit clinics 
that receive federal money from sharing office space with abortion providers, 
which critics said would force many Title X providers to find new locations, 
undergo expensive remodels or shut down — further reducing access to the 
program. Title X patients receive affordable birth control, reproductive care and 
other care through the program, including breast and cervical cancer screenings 
and HIV testing. More than 20 states and several civil rights and health 
organizations challenged the rules in cases filed in Oregon, Washington and 



California. Judges in all three states blocked them from taking effect, with Oregon 
and Washington courts issuing nationwide injunctions. One judge called the new 
policy “madness” and said it was motivated by “an arrogant assumption that the 
government is better suited to direct women’s health care than their providers.” 
Planned Parenthood, which served 1.6 million of the 4 million patients who 
received care through Title X, has already left the program in protest, giving up 
about $60 million a year in federal funding. “With this ruling, the Ninth Circuit 
would allow the Trump Administration to deprive Oregon women and families of 
access to the family planning, reproductive, and preventative health care services 
they need to make critical decisions about their own health,” Oregon Governor 
Kate Brown said in a statement. “Health professionals have been clear: this will 
especially hurt low-income women and families. It will result in less early breast 
cancer detections, less screenings for cervical cancer, less testing for HIV, and 
less access to contraceptive services.” Oregon Attorney General Ellen 
Rosenblum also expressed disappointment in the ruling. "I am proud that Oregon 
took a lead role in this important lawsuit, and we are discussing our next steps 
with the other 20 states that joined us, as well as our partner organizations, the 
American Medical Association and Planned Parenthood, who worked valiantly 
with us side-by-side on this challenge to a rule we all opposed,” Rosenblum said. 
“As for what happens next in Oregon, today’s ruling is a reminder that we cannot 
stop fighting for the legal and health care rights of all Oregonians, particularly our 
most vulnerable who turn to family planning clinics for some of their most basic 
health needs.” Abortion is a legal medical procedure, but federal laws prohibit the 
use of Title X or other taxpayer funds to pay for abortions except in cases of rape, 
incest, or to save the life of the woman. Under Title X, a 1970 law designed to 
improve access to family planning services, federal money may not be used in 
programs “where abortion is a method of family planning.” Abortion rights 
supporters and opponents have argued for decades whether counseling a patient 
about abortion or referring a patient to a different provider for an abortion violates 
that language. Abortion opponents and religious conservatives say Title X has 
long been used to indirectly subsidize abortion providers. Overall, nearly 1,000 
clinics have left Title X, according to the National Family Planning and 
Reproductive Health Association. Washington and Oregon have abandoned the 
program entirely. The Oregon Health Authority opted not to receive Title X funds 
because of the rule. In Vermont, all of the Title X clinics were Planned 
Parenthood, leaving none there. In California, the number of patients served by 
the program has fallen 40 percent under Trump's rules — and it will fall further 
once the physical separation requirement takes effect March 4, said Essential 
Access Health, which administers Title X in California. / COVID-19: A total 254 
people in Oregon are either being monitored or completed two weeks’ monitoring 
for the coronavirus after either traveling to China or coming in close contact with a 
person who was infected, perhaps by being on the same airline flight as an 
infected person. But officials with the Oregon Health Authority say none have 
fallen ill, 178 have been cleared and 76 are still being monitored because—while 
they don’t show any symptoms—they might have been exposed. The numbers 
are contained in the first of what will be a series of weekly updates from the 
Oregon Health Authority. State health leaders say they’ll release weekly updates 
on the monitoring effort, part of a push to put the outbreak in perspective. Here’s 
how the monitoring process works: If it’s suspected someone might have been 



exposed to the virus, experts with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
share that information with the Oregon Health Authority, which then notifies local 
health departments in the counties where those people reside. Those local health 
departments then contact the individuals and ask them to report whether they 
develop any symptoms of the illness. If a person has symptoms within two weeks 
of the last possible exposure to the virus, the county arranges for testing. The 
Oregon Health Authority report notes that two people developed symptoms of a 
respiratory illness while being monitored, but both tested negative for the 
coronavirus. In a statement, health leaders say they recognize people are very 
worried about the virus the illness it causes. But they add that people need to 
understand their real risks and feel confident the state and their local health 
departments are working hard to protect their health. ; Locally, seven people are 
being monitored, said Lane County Public Health spokesperson Jason Davis. 
Lane County will not post results online, rather the county’s numbers are included 
in the weekly statewide update. For general information about the novel 
coronavirus, the Oregon Health Authority recommends calling 211. ; The White 
House has sent lawmakers a $2.5 billion urgent budget plan to address the 
deadly coronavirus outbreak, whose rapid spread is spooking financial markets 
and restricting international travel. That's according to the White House budget 
office, which says the funds are for vaccines, treatment and protective equipment. 
The request could advance quickly through Congress. It comes as coronavirus 
fears are credited with a 1,000-plus point drop in the Dow Jones index and are 
increasingly seen as a potential political threat to President Trump. ; Drugmaker 
Moderna says it has shipped its first batch of a possible coronavirus vaccine for 
humans to government researchers for testing. Shares of the biotech company 
are soaring, one day after the company said it sent vials to an arm of the National 
Institutes of Health for early-stage testing in the United States. More than 80,000 
people have been infected globally from the viral outbreak that began late last 
year in China. A total of 35 cases have been reported in the United States. The 
virus has killed more than 2,700 people globally. / ANIMALS, COMMUNITY: 
Today is the 26th annual World Spay Day, an international campaign that 
encourages people to save lives by spaying and neutering companion animals 
and feral cats.  Greenhill Humane Society acknowledges the importance of World 
Spay Day and promotes the message year-round.  In an effort to reduce the 
number of homeless animals born in Lane County, Greenhill alters all shelter 
animals before being adopted.  In addition to reducing unwanted or unplanned 
animal pregnancies, spaying or neutering an animal may improve the overall 
behavior and health of animals such as: Improved behavior in spayed or neutered 
animals: Female cats may pace and be very vocal when in heat. Male cats and 
dogs may exhibit spraying, humping, aggression and the urge to roam. Improved 
health and longevity: Spaying females prior to their first heat cycle prevents 
uterine infections and uterine cancer, and greatly reduces their risk of breast 
cancer. Neutering males prevents testicular cancer and enlargement of the 
prostate gland. By spaying and neutering your pet you are not only making a 
positive impact by helping decrease the number of homeless animals in our 
community, but you are also improving the health of your own pet. As part of 
Greenhill’s mission, over 2,800 surgeries were performed last year by our surgical 
team.  Greenhill’s medical care including the ability to perform spay/neuter 
surgeries is supported by generous donors. In 2019, Greenhill cared for over 



3,600 animals, a record number for the shelter in recent years. Greenhill pets are 
spayed or neutered prior to adoption, receive recommended vaccinations and are 
microchipped. In June 2018, Greenhill broke ground on a $6 million building 
expansion of the animal shelter to improve the lives of the animals as well as the 
people who love them. As of July 2019, phase 1 of the construction project was 
completed including a new state-of-the-art dog housing and animal care facility 
and an expanded cat adoption area. Donations are still needed to complete the 
Veterinary Medical Hub that will greatly increase the level of care Greenhill can 
provide to animals in need. The new Veterinary Hub will feature dedicated space 
for the Trap-Neuter-Return program which cares for community cats, multiple 
exam and treatment rooms, a surgery suite, ICU and on-site x-ray capabilities. 
For more information visit www.green-hill.org / ANIMALS, SAFETY: When the call 
came in Saturday evening, Cowlitz County deputies were dubious. Several miles 
west of the Cowlitz River and sleepy downtown Castle Rock, a driver said they 
spotted a massive sea lion walking down the middle of a rural road. Dispatchers 
were disbelieving. “I’m sorry. A feline? No? A Sea lion?” “It just doesn’t sound 
right,” Troy Brightbill, the chief criminal deputy at the sheriff’s office said of the 
marine mammal sighting, which first occurred around 8 p.m. But The Oregonian 
and OregonLive report that, ventually, law enforcement officers and wildlife 
officials confirmed it with their own eyes. An estimated 600- to 700-pound female 
Steller sea lion had indeed made its way into the hills from the river up various 
creeks and onto Garlock Road in a wooded area of the Southwest Washington 
county. Scott Schroeder, a wildlife officer with Washington’s Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, responded to a landscape he described as a “pretty, rolling, forested 
area.” Steller sea lions are found along the northern Pacific Ocean but often travel 
up river systems. They go where the food is. Schroeder said he’s seen sea lions 
in a variety of places, even 30 or more miles upriver on the Cowlitz, but never in 
this setting. She was more than two miles from a viable water source and was in 
the middle of the road. At various points Sunday, there were as many as 15 
people on scene, especially at the end, when crews from the county public works 
office, humane society, state wildlife department and sheriff’s office joined forces 
to corral the mammal. Eventually on Sunday, the situation had improved 
significantly, safety-wise. Instead of being in the middle of the road, the sea lion 
was in someone’s driveway. Crews responded with a trailer and cage and were 
able to successfully guide the animal into the cage by holding large sheets of 
plywood and directing her that way. / BUSINESS, ENVIRONMENT: The Oregon 
Department of Forestry and Seattle-based forest products company Port Blakey 
recently signed the largest forest stewardship agreement in the state’s history, 
increasing protections on 30,000 acres of the company’s privately-owned 
forestland in Clackamas County. The voluntary agreement, which took a year to 
develop, review, and approve, will enhance protections for water quality and 
wildlife habitat on Port Blakely’s forest located near Molalla, Oregon. The 
agreement incorporates forest management and conservation measures 
designed to enhance aquatic, riparian and upland habitat. These include 
additional protection for fish-bearing streams and other bodies of water as well as 
measures aimed to create and sustain a mosaic of diverse habitats to meet the 
needs of land-based wildlife species. In the spirit of volunteerism, a stewardship 
agreement takes a comprehensive landscape approach to creating and enriching 
fish and wildlife habitat, through the implementation of specific conservation-



focused practices.  These practices take into account the many habitat 
requirements of critical species. Measures outlined in the agreement include 
leaving more standing wildlife trees and wider stream buffers after harvest, as 
well as retaining upland habitat patches and legacy features that are relics of past 
forests. Large woody debris will be placed into small and medium fish-bearing 
streams to enhance aquatic habitat. Under Oregon’s Forest Practices Act rules, a 
stewardship agreement is a land management agreement which provides a 
voluntary alternative to traditional administration mechanisms, while more 
efficiently implementing the provisions of the Forest Practices Act.  The program 
affords conservation-minded landowners with long-term regulatory certainty in 
areas where the landowner’s self-imposed practices exceed Oregon’s regulatory 
requirements designed to protect natural resources, such as water quality and 
fish and wildlife habitat. Until this point, approximately 13 such agreements have 
been in place in Oregon. Port Blakely’s agreement covers the largest amount of 
forestland. The Oregon Legislature authorized ODF to enter into such voluntary 
stewardship agreements with landowners more than a decade ago. Under such 
agreements, landowners agree to provide and follow a written forest management 
plan reviewed and approved by ODF are allowed to continue operating their 
business under that plan for a defined period of time, in a more stable regulatory 
environment. The term of the agreement is 50 years, similar to other stewardship 
agreements in place elsewhere in Oregon.  This timeframe was agreed to by both 
parties, and also determined to be appropriate because typical harvest cycles 
average 35-50 years in the Pacific Northwest. Owned by the same family since 
the early 20th century, Port Blakely has been involved in forestry in the Pacific 
Northwest for five generations. The company owns 149,000 acres of forestland in 
both Oregon and Washington State as well as 93,000 acres in New Zealand. In 
parallel to the stewardship agreement, the company is working with federal 
agencies to finalize a Habitat Conservation Plan for this forest. That agreement 
would be the company’s third voluntary federal conservation agreement. Since 
2002 the company’s U.S. forestlands have been certified through the Sustainable 
Forest Initiative, earning recertification every year since. / IMMIGRATION, 
LEGAL, GOVERNMENT: New rules took effect Monday that disqualify more 
people from green cards if they use government benefits. Officials in some states 
say droves of immigrants, including citizens and legal residents, have dropped 
social services they or their children may be entitled to out of fear they will be 
kicked out of the U.S. Some social service providers say they are concerned the 
result will be more poverty, more homeless, and more illness. The guidelines that 
aim to determine whether immigrants seeking legal residency are likely to 
become a government burden are part of the Trump administration’s broader 
effort to reduce immigration, particularly among poorer people. The rules that 
critics say amount to a “wealth test” were supposed to take effect in October but 
were delayed by legal challenges that allege the move violates due process under 
the U.S. Constitution. The Supreme Court last month cleared the way for the 
Trump administration to move forward while the legality of the rules are litigated in 
the courts. A 5-4 vote Friday by the high court sided with the Trump 
administration by lifting a last injunction covering just Illinois. Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor issued a blistering dissent, criticizing the administration for quickly 
turning to the Supreme Court after facing losses in lower courts. The White House 
over the weekend expressed gratitude for that final vote, saying it would help 



“safeguard welfare programs for truly needy Americans, reduce the federal deficit, 
and re-establish the fundamental legal principle that newcomers to our society 
should be financially self-reliant and not dependent on the largess of United 
States taxpayers.” Federal law already requires those seeking to permanent 
residency or legal status to prove they will not be a burden to the U.S. — a “public 
charge,” in government lingo. But the new rules include a wider range of 
programs that could disqualify them, including using Medicaid, food stamps and 
housing vouchers. /  
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POLITICS, AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS, ENVIRONMENT: Republicans in the 
Oregon House did not show up for work in Salem Tuesday, expanding a GOP 
protest over a measure that aims to curb global warming. Like their absent 
counterparts from the Oregon Senate, they say they are opposed to this session’s 
version of a cap-and-trade bill. Last year, state senators held a similar walkout to 
kill an earlier version of the plan. Republicans say leaving the Capitol is the only 
way to halt legislation they view as too extreme. Democrats warn that doing 
nothing at this point is too dangerous. The current cap-and-trade bill calls for the 
state to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to at least 45 percent below 1990 
emissions levels by 2035 and to at least 80 percent below by 2050. While the 
walkout stalls the progress of the cap-and-trade bill, it also stops action on other 
legislation dealing with issues ranging from that landmark compromise between 
the timber industry and environmentalists, money for the state’s child welfare 
programs, local corrections agencies, the state hospital, higher education building 
projects and homeless assistance. It also stalls work on a proposal to increase 
Oregon’s lodging tax, which sets aside money for tourism projects. The tax would 
generate an estimated $20 million to help fund next year’s World Track and Field 
Championships in Eugene. / SAFETY, VETERANS, CRIME: The Register-Guard 
is reporting that the family of a man killed by a Eugene police officer in 2015 lost 
their civil lawsuit in a federal court Tuesday, their attorneys unable to convince a 
jury that an officer used excessive force when he shot and killed Brian Babb in his 
own doorway. Reporter Adam Duvernay writes that the jury deliberated for a little 
more than an hour Tuesday afternoon before returning to say they did not believe 
Eugene police officer Will Stutesman, who shot and killed Babb, acted outside the 
bounds of his training or prerogative as a police officer to protect public safety. 
Babb’s estate, which included his two children, sued Stutesman and the city of 
Eugene claiming the shooting was a display of excessive force. The trial lasted a 
week. Babb was 49-years-old at the time of his death, and was experiencing a 
breakdown likely caused by post-traumatic stress and brain injury he received 
while serving as a soldier in Afghanistan. Eugene police surrounded his house 
because Babb’s therapist called them to say he was suicidal and already had 
fired a round from his handgun, but when officers arrived in an armored vehicle 
the situation deteriorated. Babb, at one point, opened his front door, and 
Stutesman shot once, killing him. Much of the case hinged on whether or not 
Babb carried and pointed a rifle when he answered the door. The attorneys for his 



estate argued Babb did not have a rifle in his hands and strongly implied police 
planted the rifle that was found near his body. The defendants’ attorney argued 
that the idea of the rifle being planted was far-fetched, implausible and unproven 
by the plaintiff’s case. Stutesman already had been cleared of criminal liability for 
killing Babb by the Lane County district attorney. Before deliberations began, the 
plaintiff’s attorney asked the jury to award the Babb estate $9.3 million in 
damages. / HEALTH, YOUTH, LEGAL: A coalition of 39 states, including Oregon, 
will look into the marketing and sales of vaping products by Juul Labs, including 
whether the company targeted youths and made misleading claims about nicotine 
content in its devices. Attorneys general from Oregon, Nevada, Texas, Florida, 
and Connecticut say they will lead the multi-state investigation into vaping device 
maker Juul. The announcement comes as the company faces lawsuits from teens 
and others who say they became addicted to Juul’s vaping devices and 
cartridges. Juul officials say they have halted television, print and digital 
advertising and eliminated most flavors. / CRIME: Police say a Salem man was 
arrested after he repeatedly purchased Girl Scout cookies using counterfeit 
money. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports the suspect Camden Ducharme 
was taken into custody Sunday and charged with forgery and theft. Investigators 
say the man visited the cookie booth that a mom and her daughters were running 
outside the Walmart Supercenter in Salem and that he seemed "fidgety" when he 
paid for a $5 box of Tagalongs with a $20 bill and received $15 in change. One of 
the girls noticed the bill seemed odd. Police confirmed the bill was fake and 
identified Ducharme after reviewing video surveillance. / BUSINESS, SAFETY: 
Taylor’s Bar and Grill is no more. The popular and controversial establishment 
located next to the University of Oregon lost its liquor license last week. The 
enforcement action from the Oregon Liquor Control Commission prohibited any 
alcohol sales after 7 a.m. Tuesday. The OLCC action came after years of 
complaints and problems, including 42 documented serious incidents such as 
druggings, assaults and rapes that happened at the bar from June 2017 to June 
2019. Taylor’s closed Thursday after the decision but reopened Friday for a 
“Customer Appreciation Weekend,” according to a sign posted on its porch. 
Owner Ramzy Hattar wasn’t available for comment at the bar Friday. / COVID-19: 
President Trump says he'll discuss the coronavirus threat this afternoon at a 
White House news conference. Officials say representatives from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention will join him. The session comes after Trump on 
Tuesday sought to minimize fears of the virus spreading widely across the U.S. At 
the same time, the administration has asked Congress for an additional $2.5 
billion to speed development of a vaccine. But officials say any vaccine is well 
over one year away. But the president and members of his administration have 
been sending mixed signals about the virus. While the CDC has warned the 
public to prepare for a coronavirus outbreak, Trump said Tuesday that the 
situation is, quote, “very well under control in our country.” ; Senate Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer has unveiled an $8.5 billion request to respond to the 
virus outbreak in the U.S., more than triple Trump's request. The money would go 
toward efforts to contain the outbreak in the U.S., vaccine development and 
manufacture, and reimbursement to states for their costs in tackling the outbreak. 
Schumer said Wednesday the money would be an emergency spending request. 
President Trump has asked for $2.5 billion, but many in Congress say that's not 
enough. Trump plans to hold a White House news conference this afternoon to 



talk about how the U.S. plans to combat the virus.  ; The fast-moving coronavirus 
isn’t just confounding health officials. It’s also bedeviling policymakers and central 
bankers who are struggling to assess the economic damage from an outbreak 
that's reached 37 countries and territories, infected 80,000 people and killed 
2,700 worldwide. They don’t know where or how fast the virus will spread. And 
the tools they normally use to fight economic slumps — interest-rate cuts, 
government spending hikes and tax relief — either might not work very well, lack 
broad support or carry their own risks. If they overreact, policymakers can cause 
self-defeating panic. Yet if they respond too slowly or tepidly, they risk having the 
economic damage deepen and spread. ; Scientists can't tell yet just how deadly 
the new respiratory virus that's spreading the globe really is. Deepening the 
mystery, the fatality rate differs even from one part of China to another. In the 
outbreak's epicenter in Wuhan, the World Health Organization put the death rate 
at 2% to 4%. But it's less than 1% in the rest of China. One reason is that other 
parts of China had time to prepare while Wuhan's health care system was quickly 
overwhelmed. Experts caution that as other countries struggle to contain clusters 
of cases, they may have a similar learning curve. ; China bought the world 
valuable time with its travel restrictions and huge lockdowns. Now, as the world 
teeters on the brink of a pandemic of the new virus, hospitals are counting boxes 
of masks and gloves. Authorities are asking for cooperation from schools, 
churches and businesses. In many nations, existing plans for pandemic influenza 
are being adapted because the new virus spreads in much the same way as flu. 
With no vaccine or specific medicine yet available for the new coronavirus, 
authorities are ready to keep people away from crowds, even if it means 
canceling large events. Researchers are still at least a year away from having a 
vaccine ready for widespread use. ; Officials said Tuesday the first clinical trial in 
the U.S. of a possible coronavirus treatment is underway in Nebraska and is 
eventually expected to include 400 patients at 50 locations around the world. Half 
of the patients in the international study will receive the antiviral medicine 
Remdesivir while the other half will receive a placebo. Several other studies, 
including one looking at the same drug, are already underway internationally. Dr. 
Andre Kalil, who will oversee the study at the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, said the clinical trial was developed quickly in response to the virus 
outbreak that originated in China. Patients who are hospitalized with the COVID-
19, the disease caused by the virus, will be eligible to join the trial if they have at 
least moderate symptoms. Fourteen people who were evacuated from a cruise 
ship in Japan are being treated at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. 
Twelve of them have tested positive for COVID-19. There are no proven 
treatments or vaccines for the new and mysterious virus, which has infected more 
than 80,000 people worldwide and killed more than 2,700, with the overwhelming 
majority of cases in China. Doctors give patients fluids and pain relievers to try to 
ease the symptoms, which can include fever, cough and shortness of breath. In 
the case of those who are severely ill, doctors use ventilators to help them 
breathe or a machine that pumps and oxygenates their blood outside the body, 
easing the burden on the heart and lungs. At least two patient studies are already 
underway in China, including the other study involving Remdesivir, which is made 
by Gilead Sciences, and another that tests a combination HIV drug containing 
lopinavir and ritonavir. In a draft research plan published last month, the World 
Health Organization said Remdesivir was considered "the most promising 



candidate.” It was used briefly in some Ebola patients in Congo before that study 
stopped. But the WHO cited laboratory studies that suggested it might be able to 
target SARS and MERS, which are cousins of the new virus. Gilead has provided 
the drug for use in a small number of patients, including a man in Washington 
state who fell ill after a trip to Wuhan, the Chinese city at the center of the 
outbreak. He is no longer hospitalized, but it is not clear whether the Remdesivir 
helped him. /  
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SCHOOLS, EDUCATION: He’s spent close to five years at the helm of the 
Eugene Schools and earlier this month was named National Superintendent of 
the Year. Now there’s word that Gustavo Balderas is one of two finalists for the 
top job with a school district in Washington state. Balderas is a candidate for the 
superintendent’s job with the Edmonds School District, a larger, more urban and 
diverse school district of 21,700 students in the Seattle metro area. In a statement 
released yesterday, Balderas said is his honor and pleasure to lead the Eugene 
Schools, which he called a remarkable school system in a remarkable community. 
He noted he is not eager to leave the district or Eugene, but is open to exploring 
new professional challenges and opportunities. Balderas will visit the Edmonds 
schools next week, taking part in a community forum and finalist interviews. 
Balderas was hired as Eugene Schools superintendent in July of 2015. Officials 
say that under his leadership the district has: significantly raised high school 
graduation rates; seen 4J students outperform the state in assessments of 
learning in every grade, every subject and nearly every student group; gained 
overwhelming voter approval of a bond measure to rebuild schools and invest in 
other capital improvements, as well as a renewed operating levy to maintain class 
sizes and school days; brought the school meal program in-house; implemented a 
consistent school schedule and calendar so all students receive enough and 
equitable education time; and made substantial gains in workforce diversity, 
including administrator diversity unparalleled among Oregon districts. The chair of 
the Eugene School Board, Anne Marie Levis, says Balderas has been open with 
the board about the Edmonds, Washington, job. She says board members 
“wholeheartedly support him in his work, whether it is in Eugene or elsewhere." / 
POLITICS: Democrats in Oregon are trying to pressure boycotting Republican 
lawmakers back to Salem by emphasizing the effect their absence is having on 
bills that would help their constituents. But GOP senators stayed away 
Wednesday for a third day to block a bill on cap-and-trade legislation that they 
say instead should go before voters. Meanwhile, a state Senate committee 
passed an amendment to a bill to ensure that campaign contributions cannot be 
solicited or used to pay fines or legal expenses incurred from being absent during 
a walkout from the Legislature. The approval moves the bill onto a stack of other 
legislation that is stalled because of the walkout. / HEALTH: About 4 in 10 
American adults are obese and nearly 1 in 10 is severely so. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention findings, released today, come from a 2017-18 



health survey that measures height and weight. More than 5,000 U.S. adults took 
part. The survey found the obesity rate was 42 percent — higher than the 40 
percent found in a similar 2015-16 study. The severe obesity rate was more than 
9 percent in the new survey, up from the 8 percent figure in the previous one. 
Those increases aren't considered statistically significant: The survey numbers 
are small enough that there's a mathematical chance the rates didn't truly rise. 
But it's clear that adult obesity rates are trending up, said the CDC's Cynthia 
Ogden, one of the report's authors. A half-century ago, about 1 in 100 American 
adults were severely obese. Now it's 10 times more common. The obesity rate 
has risen about 40 percent in the last two decades. / COVID-19: Lots of concern 
about the growing number of coronavirus cases across the globe and here in the 
U.S. But health experts say it’s important to put the numbers in perspective, 
especially compared with seasonal influenza. Experts with the Centers for 
Disease Control & Prevention, the CDC, say 46 states continue to experience 
extremely high flu activity. Oregon’s flu cases recently eased a bit but remain 
high. State health officials say the numbers indicate our flu season might have 
peaked, but 3.1 percent of all emergency department visits the week ending Feb. 
15 were for influenza-related illness. That included 12 related hospitalizations. In 
that week alone, there were five new flu outbreaks around the state. Nationwide, 
the CDC estimates the viruses circulating this flu season have sickened 29 million 
Americans, led to 280,000 hospitalizations and 16,000 deaths from influenza or 
complications of influenza (such as pneumonia). Officials said this week that 105 
children and teens have died this flu season. CDC officials say flu vaccine 
effectiveness varies season to season, but still provides the best protection 
against influenza. Health officials say the best regular prevention is to wash your 
hands frequently with soap and water for 30 seconds at a time, avoid touching 
potentially infected surfaces and avoid putting your hands in your eyes or mouth. ; 
A high school in a Seattle suburb has been closed after a staffer’s family member 
was placed in quarantine for possible coronavirus. Northshore School District 
superintendent Michelle Reid in the suburban community of Bothell said in an 
email to families Wednesday night that a Bothell High School staff member 
returned to work Monday after a week of international travel. The staffer said a 
family member traveling with the staff member became sick Tuesday and was 
taken to a hospital and quarantined.  She says the high school northeast of 
Seattle will be cleaned and disinfected on Thursday in a precautionary measure. ; 
President Trump says the U.S. is "very, very ready" for whatever the new 
coronavirus threat brings, even as top health authorities warn Americans that 
more infections are coming. Shortly after a presidential news conference 
Wednesday, the government announced a worrisome development — a new U.S. 
case that has not been linked to travel abroad. Trump says he’s put Vice 
President Mike Pence in charge of overseeing the nation's response. Yesterday’s 
news conference came as the president pushed back against criticism that his 
administration is not doing enough to meet the coronavirus threat. On Capitol Hill, 
lawmakers are calling for much more money than the $2.5 billion the White House 
has requested, saying earlier cuts to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention budget could hamper the nation’s coronavirus response.; There are 
more than 82,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19, the disease caused by the 
coronavirus, worldwide. The vast majority of cases—more than 78-thousand—are 
in China. But on Tuesday, more new cases were diagnosed in the rest of the 



world than inside China itself. The U.S. currently has 60 diagnosed cases, many 
of which involve passengers evacuated from that cruise ship docked in Japan, 
and others among people who recently traveled to China or live with someone 
who visited China and developed the illness. ; A Northern California resident has 
tested positive for the new coronavirus but had not recently traveled to any 
foreign country where the virus is spreading and had not had contact with any 
people with confirmed cases, public health officials said Wednesday. The case 
marks the first time that U.S. authorities have not been able to determine the 
source of a coronavirus infection, and suggests that the virus may be spreading in 
the community. The patient is being treated at UC Davis Medical Center in 
Sacramento, UC Davis confirmed late Wednesday evening. The CDC said it is 
possible that the source of the infection will be determined with further interviews 
with the patient. Public health officials are now attempting to track where the 
person may have gone in the community and who he or she may have interacted 
with. The case is the 60th in the United States, and the 28th in California. The 
bulk of the infections have been in passengers who were evacuated from a cruise 
ship in Japan and quarantined at U.S. military facilities, including Travis Air Force 
Base in Fairfield, in Solano County. The Bay Area county is halfway between San 
Francisco and Sacramento. It has a population of about 500,000. Dozens of 
cruise ship passengers are currently at Travis, and 17 people have been 
transferred from the air base to Northern California hospitals after testing positive 
for the virus. Officials with state and local public health were not available 
Wednesday evening to comment on whether Travis or the hospitals could have 
been a source of the infection. Every other person who has tested positive so far 
had been on the cruise ship, had recently traveled to China, or had close 
interaction with someone who had recently traveled. But public health officials 
have warned that community spread of the virus was likely to happen at some 
point. ; Stocks are opening sharply lower, extending a weeklong rout and bringing 
the Dow Jones Industrial Average 10% below the record high it hit two weeks 
ago. Investors continue to dump stocks and shovel money into ultra-safe assets 
like bonds as they fear that the spreading virus outbreak will weigh heavily on the 
global economy by slowing down manufacturing, travel and spending. More 
companies including Microsoft and Budweiser maker InBev are warning their 
results will be hurt. ; The new virus is taking a broader toll on airline travel. Most 
airlines have already stopped flying to China. Now Delta Air Lines is sharply 
cutting back on flights between the U.S. and Seoul, South Korea, and Hawaiian 
Airlines is suspending all its flights to Seoul because of the outbreak. Delta said 
Wednesday it will suspend flights between Minneapolis and Seoul beginning this 
weekend and lasting until at least April 30. The airline will also reduce the number 
of flights from Korea to Atlanta, Detroit and Seattle. Delta, United and American 
have already suspended all flights to and from mainland China and Hong Kong 
for several more weeks. Fear about the virus is hitting cruise lines and other travel 
companies hard too. Booking Holdings Inc., the parent of travel search and 
booking sites including Kayak and Priceline, said the virus had a significant and 
negative impact across their business in the first quarter. Several airlines in Asia 
and the Middle East have suspended flights to other Asian countries besides 
China. The list includes Korean Air, Japan Airlines and Philippine Airlines. 
Singapore Airlines, hurt by weak demand, has suspended flights to several 
destinations in the U.S. and Europe. ; Facebook says it is banning ads that make 



false claims about products tied to the new coronavirus. The company says it is 
removing ads that feature a product and imply a limited supply thus creating a 
false sense of urgency in their mention of coronavirus. Ads that guarantee a cure 
or prevention are also banned. For instance, Facebook says ads for face masks 
that claim the products are 100 percent guaranteed to prevent the spread of the 
virus are not allowed. The ban went into effect this week. Facebook had 
previously banned ads, along with regular unpaid posts, that peddle fake cures 
such as drinking bleach. ; Leaders puzzling over how to keep a new virus from 
spreading are taking new steps around the globe to try to limit the illness' reach. 
Saudi Arabia is cutting access to Islam's holiest sites, Japan is shuttering schools 
nationwide and airports across Latin America are looking for signs of sick 
passengers. Some countries are warning people to obey containment measures, 
with Singapore prosecuting a couple it says lied about their movements and 
South Korea passing newly strengthened punishments for those violating self-
isolation rules. The virus keeps spreading to new places around the world, with 
the number of infected people hovering around 82,000. / CRIME: The owner of a 
Bend microbrewery equipment company is facing federal charges after authorities 
say he defrauded customers of more than $800,000. A federal grand jury in 
Eugene returned a seven-indictment this month against 48-year-old Matthew 
Mulder of WeCan Brewing Systems. Prosecutors say Mulder’s company supplied 
custom-built microbrew systems, keg washers, and other industrial brewing 
products. Many of his customers were microbrewery owners. But according to 
court documents, beginning in at least 2017, Mulder began soliciting and 
accepting orders for microbrewery equipment he knew his company was not 
capable of fulfilling. When asked by various customers for order updates, Mulder 
falsely stated that the orders were on schedule or near completion and would ask 
customers to make payments by sending emails and text messages that included 
photos of nearly-completed orders prepared for other customers. Mulder goes on 
trial in late April on four counts of wire fraud and three counts of mail fraud. Wire 
and mail fraud are both punishable by up to 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine, 
and three years’ supervised release. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: The city of 
Pendleton will receive $1.8 million through an emergency loan to pay for repairs 
to a critical levee damaged by massive flooding in northeastern Oregon earlier 
this month. Governor Kate Brown says the no-interest loan is part of a larger 
$11.65 million recovery package she outlined last week, but is the only part of the 
proposal that may advance without lawmakers' approval. Brown declared a state 
of emergency in three Oregon counties after severe flooding caused by unusually 
heavy rain and snowmelt damaged hundreds of homes and businesses and killed 
one person. ; Oregon U.S. Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley announced 
yesterday that Lane County will receive a federal emergency grant totaling more 
than $1.1 million. The money will help cover costs for severe storms in February 
of last year that caused flooding, landslides, and mudslides. This is in addition to 
earlier funding to help pay for damage from heavy snows. The new funds are part 
of a package of relief funding for Lane, Douglas, Coos, Curry and Jefferson 
counties. Wyden says the rains and rapid snowmelt led to mudslides, landslides, 
and flooding in several communities throughout Oregon. Wyden credited 
teamwork among Lane County officials and others to secure the funds from 
FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency. / HOMELESSNESS, 
GOVERNMENT: Members of the board of Metro, the regional government for the 



three counties in the Portland metropolitan area, have voted to place a ballot 
measure before voters in May that would raise $250 million for homeless services 
in the region. The funding would come from two different taxes. One would be a 
one percent marginal income tax on individuals earning more than $125,000 
annually or couples making more than $200,000. The second would be a one 
percent business tax on the profits of those businesses with gross receipts of 
more than $5 million dollars annually. The funds would be divided among 
Multnomah, Washington and Clackamas counties based on population. ; 
SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: Authorities say the man who died after a fall on Mount 
Hood was a 47-year-old surgeon. The Clackamas County Sheriff's Office says 
authorities believe Dr. Cory Johnston was killed during a skiing accident. 
Johnston worked with Providence Hood River Memorial Hospital. Johnson was 
discovered by a person who climbs with Portland Mountain Rescue on Tuesday. 
Investigators say the victim was wearing ski boots and was found at an area 
known as Illumination Saddle. Officials said Johnston died later in the day. / 
RACISM, CRIME: White supremacists and other far-right extremists killed at least 
38 people in the U.S. in 2019, the sixth deadliest year for violence by all domestic 
extremists since 1970. The numbers are in a report issued yesterday by The Anti-
Defamation League. It counted a total of 42 domestic extremism-related slayings 
last year. The gunman who shot and killed 22 people in August 2019 at a 
Walmart in El Paso, Texas, accounted for more than half of them. The suspect in 
that shooting rampage is accused of targeting Mexicans at the store and faces 
federal hate crime charges. Only the Oklahoma City bombing by Timothy 
McVeigh and Terry Nichols in 1995 and the Pulse nightclub shooting by Omar 
Mateen in 2016 were deadlier attacks by domestic extremists in the past 50 
years, according to the ADL. / ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE: A measure to 
grant funds to try to eradicate invasive rodents called nutria has passed the U.S. 
House. California Rep. Josh Harder brought a large, stuffed nutria he called Nellie 
to the House floor Wednesday, where the bill was approved. Louisiana Rep. 
Garret Graves co-sponsored the bill that supports allocating money to states 
battling the rodent invasion. Nutria contribute to erosion by burrowing into land 
and eating the roots of marsh plants. The animals are native to South America but 
arrived in the United States in the 20th century due to demand in the fur industry. 
/  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
02/28/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 

 
ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

 
SPORTS: Having already secured a share of the Pac-12 title and the No. 1 seed 
in the Pac-12 Tournament with its win at No. 4 Stanford on Monday, the No. 3 
ranked Oregon women's basketball team brings its 14-game win streak back 
home to Eugene this weekend for the final two games of the regular season. The 
Ducks can clinch their third straight outright conference championship with a win 
over Washington State today (Fri., Feb. 28) in a sold-out Matthew Knight 
Arena. The Ducks are a perfect 13-0 at home this season – one win away from 
matching the program record for consecutive home wins in a season – and one of 
the biggest reasons for UO's success in MKA is the team's popularity in and 
around Eugene. Oregon has played in front of sold-out crowds of 12,364 twice 
this season - 1/24/20 vs. Oregon State and 2/9/20 against Arizona State - 
marking the fourth and fifth sellouts in Oregon women's basketball history, and 
both games this weekend are completely sold out. ; The No. 17 Oregon State 
women's basketball team will play its penultimate game of the regular season on 
Friday when Washington visits Gill Coliseum. The game will tip at 6 p.m. and will 
air live on Pac-12 Oregon. Oregon State is 39-52 all-time against Washington and 
has won 10 of the last 12 meetings in the series. This will be the only meeting 
between the Beavers and Huskies this season. Oregon State will honor Fan 
Appreciation Day on Friday. Oregon State "message fans" will be given away 
while supplies last. Oregon State will host Senior Day on Sunday when 
Washington State visits Gill Coliseum. The Pac-12 Tournament will begin on 
March 5 in Las Vegas. ; Payton Pritchard scored 15 of his 23 points in the second 
half and No. 14 Oregon pulled away for a 69-54 win over Oregon State last night 
in Pac-12 Men’s Basketball at Eugene’s Matthew Knight Arena. Oregon had only 
a four-point halftime lead but started the second half with a 22-4 run to send the 
Beavs to their fourth consecutive defeat. Will Richardson added 15 points for the 
Ducks, and Anthony Mathis finished with 13. Ethan Thompson led Oregon State 
with 15 points and Tres Tinkle had 14 points and 10 rebounds. ; Good luck to all 
of the students taking part in today and tomorrow’s Oregon High School Wrestling 
Championships. The Boys’ and Girls’ competitions are taking part at Portland’s 
Memorial Coliseum. Tickets start at $13 for students and $21.50 for adults 
attending a daily session. They are available online or at the Rose Quarter Box 
Office. The Parade of Champions begins at 6:30 Saturday evening, followed by 
the Awards Ceremony. / COVID-19: It’s been an anxious week for those following 
the progress of the coronavirus around the globe. But let’s close the week by 



putting things in perspective. In a piece this week by Tara Parker-Pope, a health 
columnist with The New York Times, and she starts by pointing out that the 
majority of people who contract the virus recover and most have only mild to 
moderate symptoms. Some people don’t develop any symptoms, at all. Those 
who have been hospitalized or died generally already had weakened immunity or 
were elderly. In China, which has the majority of the hospitalizations and deaths, 
efforts by officials to suppress information and a slow first response aggravated 
the problem. Since then, better global response means most cases are treated 
quickly and the outcomes are much better. But at the same time, it doesn’t hurt to 
become hyper-aware of every surface you touch. Imagine you have ink on my 
fingers, and began thinking of the fingerprints you and others are leaving on 
elevator buttons, door knobs, cabinet doors, toilet handles, pens, books, the 
television remote, the shower door, and so on. Get in the habit now of washing 
your hands, using hand sanitizer and wiping surfaces before and after you touch 
them. Frequent hand washing makes a real difference. A few years ago, with 
SARS—a more deadly form of coronavirus—hand washing reduced transmission 
30 to 50 percent. Health experts also say it’s important to have a plan: Plan for 
the possibility that children might stay home from school. Have a plan for working 
at home for a few weeks if you need to. Make sure you have a working 
thermometer and basic supplies for treating colds and flu at home. Talk with your 
children’s schools and with your employers about how best to prepare for any 
cases in your community. Those are the sort of steps that will help you remain 
calm, by knowing you are as ready as you can be for any disruption the virus 
might cause. And stick with a reliable information source. Don’t freak out over 
panic posts on Facebook that have been forwarded hundreds of times from 
someone you don’t even know. ; U.S. Health officials confronted tough questions 
and doubts Thursday about testing to intercept the fast-spreading virus, with 
scrutiny focused on a four-day delay in screening an infected Northern California 
woman despite her doctors’ early calls to do so. The questions are global: not just 
who, when and how to test for the illness, but how to make sure that working test 
kits get out to the labs that need them. All those issues apparently came in to play 
in the treatment of the woman from the city of Vacaville, a case that officials say 
may be the first community-spread instance of the disease in the U.S. One 
national infectious disease expert says, “This was a clear gap in our 
preparedness, and the virus went right through the gap.” In the wake of the latest 
California case, U.S. health officials on Thursday expanded their criteria for who 
should get tested, and took steps to increase testing. Meantime, residents of 
Vacaville, California, are at the epicenter of the latest health investigation, as 
officials hurry to retrace the steps of the patient they believe to be the first known 
coronavirus case in the U.S. of unknown origin. Officials say they can find no 
connection with nearby Travis Air Force Base, which is being used as a 
quarantine location for passengers evacuated from that cruise ship docked in 
Japan. But yesterday, officials with the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services said they were “evaluating” a government whistleblower's complaint 
alleging federal workers did not have the necessary protective gear or training 
when they were deployed to California’s Travis and March Air Force Bases to 
assist victims of the coronavirus. Meantime, the debate over testing has taken on 
added urgency as the number of cases worldwide climbed past 83,700, including 
2,800 reported deaths. Globally, New Zealand announced its first confirmed case. 



More disturbing to global health officials, Nigerian authorities have reported the 
first case of the new coronavirus in sub-Saharan Africa as the outbreak spreads 
to a region with some of the world's weakest health systems. On Wall Street, 
stock markets plunged again yesterday, with the Dow closing down more than 11-
hundred points. ; Schools across the United States are canceling trips abroad, 
preparing online lessons and even rethinking “perfect attendance” awards as they 
brace for the possibility that the new coronavirus could begin spreading in their 
communities. Districts are rushing to update emergency plans after federal 
officials warned that the virus, which started in China, is almost certain to begin 
spreading in the U.S. Many are preparing for possible school closures that could 
stretch weeks or longer, even as they work to tamp down panic among students, 
parents and teachers. School letters sent home from Florida to California seek to 
assure parents the risk is very low.  ; State officials across the U.S. are ramping 
up efforts to prepare for a possible outbreak of the new coronavirus. Governors 
and legislators in several states have proposed adding millions of dollars to their 
state budgets to combat the disease. Congress is considering billions of dollars in 
federal funding. Some states received federal approval Thursday to do their own 
testing of potential coronavirus cases, which could get results quicker than waiting 
on federal labs. Health officials have also been checking to see whether hospitals 
and emergency responders are well-stocked on equipment such as face masks. ; 
Capitol Hill negotiations on emergency spending to combat the coronavirus are 
likely to produce a bill that's double or even triple the $2.5 billion plan requested 
by President Donald Trump. That's according to lawmakers and aides involved in 
the talks. They say the negotiations are proceeding well and are likely to produce 
legislation in the $6 billion to $8 billion range. Both the Democratic-controlled 
House and GOP-held Senate are eager to complete work on the funding in the 
next two weeks. Trump has said he'll accept funding well above his $2.5 billion 
request. ; The Department of Health and Human Services says it's “evaluating” a 
government whistleblower's complaint alleging federal workers did not have the 
necessary protective gear or training when they were deployed to help victims of 
the coronavirus. The complaint deals with HHS employees sent to Travis and 
March Air Force bases in California to assist evacuees from China. Democratic 
congressman Jimmy Gomez of California says the whistleblower recently 
contacted his office and alleged retaliation by higher-ups for having flagged safety 
issues. HHS says it takes all whistleblower complaints “very seriously” and is 
providing the complainant “all appropriate protections under the Whistleblower 
Protection Act.” ; A high school in the northern Seattle suburb of Bothell has been 
closed after the family member of someone on the staff was placed in quarantine 
for a possible case of coronavirus. An email to students and parents in the 
Northshore School District said the Bothell High School employee returned to 
work Monday after a week of international travel. The high school was cleaned 
and disinfected yesterday as a precautionary measure. But King County public 
health officials later said they thought the closure was unnecessary. ; Lots of 
concern about the growing number of coronavirus cases across the globe and 
here in the U.S. But health experts say it’s important to put the numbers in 
perspective, especially compared with seasonal influenza. Experts with the 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, the CDC, say 46 states continue to 
experience extremely high flu activity. Oregon’s flu cases recently eased a bit but 
still remain high. State health officials say the numbers indicate our flu season 



might have peaked, but 3.1 percent of all emergency department visits the week 
ending Feb. 15 were for influenza-related illness. That included 12 related 
hospitalizations. In that week alone, there were five new flu outbreaks around the 
state. Nationwide, the CDC estimates the viruses circulating this flu season have 
sickened 29 million Americans, led to 280,000 hospitalizations and 16,000 deaths 
from influenza or complications of influenza (such as pneumonia). Officials said 
this week that 105 children and teens have died this flu season. CDC officials say 
flu vaccine effectiveness varies season to season, but still provides the best 
protection against influenza. Health officials say the best regular prevention is to 
wash your hands frequently with soap and water for 30 seconds at a time, avoid 
touching potentially infected surfaces and avoid putting your hands in your eyes 
or mouth. ; Stocks plunged again today amid concerns about the spreading 
coronavirus. The Down was dropped more than 900 points in early trading before 
rebounding a bit. It was down 600 points by mid-morning. ; Fear of the spreading 
coronavirus has led to a global run on sales of face masks despite medical 
experts' advice that most people who are not sick do not need to wear them. 
Many businesses are sold out, while others are limiting how many a customer 
may purchase. Amazon is policing its site, trying to make sure sellers don't gouge 
panicked buyers. In South Korea, false rumors that toilet paper and table napkins 
could be used as masks emptied store shelves of paper goods over the past few 
weeks. Here in the U.S., Walgreens, Home Depot, Lowe's and True Value 
Hardware are reporting a sharp uptick in sales of masks over the past several 
weeks and say they are scrambling to get more from suppliers. Home Depot, the 
nation's largest home improvement chain, has limited sales of N95 respirator 
masks, which are recommended by health officials, to 10 per person. The N95s 
have a close facial fit and more filtration material than general surgical masks, 
enabling them to keep out at least 95 percent of particles. / POLITICS, 
ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS: Stymied by a walkout by 
Republican lawmakers in the Oregon Legislature over a climate change bill, 
Democrats say they will issue subpoenas to try to compel their return. Oregon 
has become a front line in the battle over how to address global warming, with 
Democrats prioritizing a bill that would charge polluters for carbon credits and the 
minority Republicans objecting, saying it would increase costs for Oregonians. 
The Republicans walked out of the Senate on Monday before the bill come to the 
floor for a vote. House GOP members joined the walkout on Tuesday. The House 
rules committee late Thursday voted to issue subpoenas ordering absent 
Republicans to appear before the panel. ; Lane County Representative Paul 
Holvey calls it an unusual and extraordinary action. But he says it’s because of an 
extraordinary lack of action by absent Republican lawmakers. The Oregonian and 
OregonLive report Democrats in the Oregon House yesterday took action to bring 
absentee Republicans back to the state capitol to vote on a controversial climate 
change bill. Democrats on the House Committee on Rules yesterday voted to 
issue subpoenas to House Republicans who left during this week’s walkout, 
which was led by their Senate GOP colleagues. House Republicans began their 
boycott on Tuesday, one day after their counterparts in the Senate also fled from 
the Capitol. Reporter Hilary Borrud notes that members of both GOP caucuses 
are believed to be out of state, with the exception of one Republican in each 
chamber — Representative Cheri Helt and Senator Tim Knopp, both of Bend. The 
walkout came as Senate Bill 1530 was days away from coming up for a floor vote. 



Democrats won supermajorities in both chambers during the 2018 election but 
without at least two Republicans present in the House and Senate, they lack the 
two-thirds quorum necessary to read and vote on bills under the state 
Constitution. / SAFETY: Oregon State Police say a 65-year-old Springfield man 
died yesterday on Highway 126 east of Springfield when he lost control of his 
motorcycle while stopping for traffic in front of him. The crash was reported shortly 
after 3:00 p.m. at near Milepost 13. State Police say the Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle driven by 65-year-old Kurt Rauch crossed into the westbound lane 
and struck an oncoming Ford F-350 pick-up truck. Rauch died at the scene. That 
portion of Highway 126 was closed for three hours for the investigation as traffic 
was detoured onto Deerhorn Road. / CRIME: A jury has ruled that Jeremy 
Christian callously disregarded the lives of the three men he stabbed on a 
Portland light rail train, was fueled by racist and religious bigotry, poses a future 
danger and can't be rehabilitated. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports the jury 
also agreed with a prosecution argument that Christian showed no remorse for 
his victims. On Tuesday and Wednesday, prosecutors asked jurors six questions 
about Christian and his crimes. After deliberating for six hours, jurors answered all 
six questions yes by unanimous votes. The judge could use the jury's findings to 
help determine Christian's sentence. Jurors last week found Christian guilty last 
week of 12 crimes including murder, attempted murder and hate crimes against 
two teenage girls. / ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE: A federal report released 
in the last half-hour rejects the idea of removing four hydroelectric dams on the 
Snake River in a last-ditch effort to save threatened and endangered salmon. The 
report says breaching the dams would destabilize the power grid, increase 
greenhouse emissions and raise the risk of power outages. The four dams on the 
lower Snake River are part of a complex hydroelectric system operated by the 
federal government on the Columbia and Snake rivers in Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho and Montana. The 14 dams together produce enough electricity to power 
eight cities the size of Seattle, but their turbines, spillways, pipelines and 
sluiceways have had disastrous consequences for salmon runs. Thirteen salmon 
runs are listed as federally endangered or threatened. Scientists say that’s having 
a ripple effect up the food chain, noting that other species, including orcas or killer 
whales that rely on salmon, are starving to death. The public now has 45 days to 
comment. /  
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SPORTS: Ruthy Hebard scored 24 points and Satou Sabally added 20 to lead 
No. 3 Oregon to a 92-56 rout of Washington. Three other Ducks (28-2, 17-1 Pac-
12) also finished in double figures as reserve Taylor Chavez had 14, Sabrina 
Ionescu 13 points and 11 assists and Minyon Moore 11 points. Seniors Hebard, 
Ionescu and Moore left the game with 4:27 remaining to a loud ovation along with 
Sabally, a junior who was also honored on Senior Day since she has declared for 
the WNBA draft. The Ducks are the No. 1 seed heading into this week’s Pac-12 
tournament in Las Vegas and begin play on Friday. While this was the final 
regular home game at Matthew Knight Arena, the Oregon Women will return to 
host the first two games of the NCAA tournament before, they hope, moving on to 
the Portland Regional. ; It was a party at midcourt in Eugene’s Matthew Knight 
Arena. After the final buzzer sounded to end Oregon's 92-56 victory Sunday over 
Washington, the No. 3 UO women's basketball team huddled at midcourt and 
danced along to "Shout!" The moment was reminiscent of the football's team's 
postgame celebration at the Rose Bowl earlier this year. There was much to 
celebrate for the Ducks on Sunday, headlined by a four-woman senior class that 
has redefined greatness for Oregon athletics. Oregon will enter the postseason as 
three-time Pac-12 regular-season champions and on a 16-game winning streak, 
after blowing open Sunday's game in the second quarter and cruising to victory. 
"We're definitely riding the crest of a big wave, playing well," UO coach Kelly 
Graves said. "Once we had a chance to get refocused after that ASU game (the 
Ducks' lone Pac-12 loss, on Jan. 10) they've played with an entirely new 
commitment. We're playing well; we're healthy; we're happy; we're hungry still." 
Once the postgame celebration was over, a ceremony was held to honor 
Oregon's four departing players — graduate transfer Minyon Moore, junior Satou 
Sabally and the top-two scorers in program history, Sabrina Ionescu and Ruthy 
Hebard. They'll lead the Ducks into next week's Pac-12 Tournament in Las Vegas 
as the top seed, before presumably playing one final weekend in Matthew Knight 
Arena for the opening rounds of the NCAA Tournament. “I think it would be a little 
tougher if I knew this truly was their last game here," Graves said. "But I'm fairly 
certain we're guaranteed at least one more here in the next few weeks. This is a 
group that left quite a legacy. We have some iconic players that we're losing, and 
it will be tough to recover at some point. We're going to miss them so bad. But I 
think the future is really, really bright." Up Next: The Ducks will open the Pac-12 
Tournament in the quarterfinal round Friday at 2 p.m. ; Mikayla Pivec scored 19 



points, Destiny Slocum added 17 and the No. 17 Oregon State women ended the 
regular season with a 73-58 victory over Washington State. Aleah Goodman 
added 15 points and Taylor Jones 10 for the Beavers. Oregon State will be the 
sixth seed in the Pac-12 tournament and have a rematch against the 11th-seeded 
Cougars in the first round on Thursday. / COVID-19: As we begin this week, there 
are two confirmed cases of coronavirus in Oregon—both in the same household 
in Washington County. The first was reported Friday evening, the second on 
Sunday evening. Public health officials say the first patient works at a Lake 
Oswego elementary school which is closed through Wednesday while crews 
conduct a deep cleaning of the building. The unidentified patient is being treated 
at a hospital and state health authorities say they spent the weekend working to 
track everyone with whom the person might have come in contact. The second 
case is an adult member of the same household, did not require medical 
attention, and remains isolated at home. In both instances, health investigators 
have not been able to connect the patients with anyone who traveled to a country 
where there was an outbreak or came in contact with anyone who was previously 
diagnosed. Meantime, two large Oregon-based apparel companies, Nike and 
Columbia, announced they are conducting “deep cleanings” of their corporate 
campuses. Columbia officials said some of their employees have children who 
attend the Lake Oswego elementary that is closed for cleaning this week. Nike 
officials say they have visitors from across the globe to their Beaverton campus 
and while there are no reports of exposure they are conducting the cleaning out of 
an “abundance of caution.” Health officials in Washington state said Sunday night 
that a second person had died from complications of coronavirus and the disease 
it causes, COVID-19. The man, who was in his 70s, died on Saturday. On Friday, 
health officials said a man in his 50s died of the virus. But both men had 
underlying health conditions, which medical personnel said aggravated their 
vulnerability to the virus. Washington state now has 12 confirmed cases. Over the 
weekend, researchers said they suspect the coronavirus might have been 
circulating for weeks undetected in the greater Seattle area. That might mean that 
health officials could see hundreds of new cases in the coming weeks. They have 
worked to trace patient contacts and testing. There are 86 cases of coronavirus in 
the U.S. after new infections were announced in California, Illinois, Rhode Island 
and New York.  Vice President Mike Pence spent the weekend visiting network 
news programs, working to reassure Americans that the federal government is 
coordinating with state and local authorities.  ; Globally, there are slightly more 
than 89,000 reported cases of coronavirus, 86 here in the U.S. But the vast 
majority are in China, where the outbreak originated. China also accounts for 
most of the three thousand reported deaths. More than 45,000 patients 
worldwide—better than half—have recovered. Health experts say those who have 
been hospitalized or died generally were elderly or weakened immunity from 
things like heart or lung disease, cancer or diabetes. And while coronavirus might 
be grabbing the bulk of the news headlines, it’s worth noting that influenza 
sickens, hospitalizes and kills far more Americans every year. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, already this season there have been 
at least 32 million flu illnesses; 310,000 hospitalizations; and 18,000 deaths from 
flu and its complications, including pneumonia. At least 125 of those deaths were 
children and teens. What can you do to prevent getting a case of flu or 
coronavirus? Avoid touching surfaces that are touched by many others, including 



elevator buttons, door knobs, cabinet doors, toilet handles, pens, books, 
television remotes, and more. If you do touch such surfaces, try to clean them 
before and after you use them. Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water 
and do it often. Use hand sanitizer generously when soap and water are not 
available. Frequent hand washing makes a real difference. A few years ago, with 
SARS—a more deadly form of coronavirus—hand washing reduced transmission 
30 to 50 percent. Health experts also say it’s important to have a plan: Plan for 
the possibility that children might stay home from school. Plan for working at 
home for a few weeks if you can. Talk with your children’s schools and your 
employers about how best to prepare. Make sure you have a working 
thermometer and basic supplies for treating colds and flu at home. Remain calm 
and stick with a reliable information source. Don’t freak out over panic posts on 
social media that have been forwarded hundreds of times from someone you 
don’t even know. ;  The Oregon Health Authority’s officials say when a positive 
test result occurs, state and local public health officials conduct what is known as 
contact tracing which is a way to identify and notify others who have been in close 
proximity to the person who has tested positive. Health officials continue to follow 
up with these individuals. Public interest and inquiries about COVID-19 have 
centered on the testing process. The following information is to help inform 
persons about this process: A presumptive case of COVID-19 was announced 
February 28. The testing process is two tiered. The first test is done by the 
Oregon State Public Health Laboratory and a second test to confirm is conducted 
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The results of the 
second (CDC) test have to be received on the presumptive case. Testing is only 
done upon request of a health care provider and is based on symptoms (fever, 
cough, shortness of breath), travel to an affected area and exposure to a person 
or persons who have traveled to an affected area. Testing only occurs in state 
public health labs and at the CDC. The Oregon State Public Health Laboratory 
has materials to process up to 80 tests a day and is building surge capacity if 
needed. Supplies are on hand to perform approximately 1,500 tests; and Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention has pledged to replenish Oregon’s capacity 
as needed. ; Oregon's first coronavirus case emerged on Friday. The infected 
person worked at an elementary school in the Portland area, which will be closed 
for three days. The Lake Oswego School District sent robocalls to parents saying 
classes are canceled at Forest Hills Elementary school until Wednesday while the 
building is deep-cleaned by maintenance workers. State health authorities spent 
the weekend working to track everyone the unidentified person, who was in a 
hospital, had been in contact with. Hours before the case emerged, the state 
ramped up efforts to combat an outbreak amid potential challenges including 
closing schools, businesses and events, and sustained shortages of medical 
supplies. ; The Oregon Health Authority on Sunday that officials could conduct up 
to 1,500 coronavirus tests with the supplies it has on hand, and that the CDC will 
provide more test kits, should they be needed. The Oregon State Public Health 
Laboratory has materials to process up to 80 tests a day and is building surge 
capacity if needed. Testing is only done upon request of a health care provider 
and is based on symptoms (fever, cough, shortness of breath), travel to an 
affected area and exposure to a person or persons who have traveled to an 
affected area. ; Health officials in Washington state said Sunday night that a 
second person had died from the coronavirus and researchers said it may have 



been circulating for weeks undetected in the greater Seattle area. The man in his 
70s died Saturday. On Friday health officials said a man in his 50s died of the 
virus. Both had underlying health conditions and both were being treated at a 
hospital in Kirkland, Washington. Washington state now has 12 confirmed cases. 
State and local authorities stepped up testing for the illness as the number of new 
cases grew nationwide, with new infections announced in California, Illinois, 
Rhode Island and New York. ; Preliminary research in Seattle suggests the new 
virus may have been circulating for weeks undetected in Washington state. It's a 
finding that could mean hundreds of undiagnosed cases. The analysis comes 
after Washington state reported the nation’s first confirmed infection and a first 
and then second death. State and local authorities stepped up testing for the 
illness Sunday as the number of new cases grew nationwide, with new infections 
announced in Illinois, Rhode Island and Washington state. Vice President Mike 
Pence spent the weekend visiting network news programs, trying to reassure 
Americans that the federal government is working to make sure state and local 
authorities can test for the COVID-19 virus. ; The governor of Washington state 
declared a state of emergency Saturday after a man died there of COVID-19, the 
first such reported death in the United States. Health officials say the man who 
died was in his 50s, had underlying health conditions. More than 50 people in a 
nursing facility are sick and being tested for the virus. A woman in her 40s who 
works at the facility and a resident in her 70s have tested positive for the virus. ; 
Vice President Mike Pence is working to reassure Americans that the federal 
government is working to make sure state and local authorities are able to test for 
coronavirus in the communities. Pence's assurances come as the number of U.S. 
cases has grown with new infections in Illinois, Rhode Island and Washington 
state. Research in Washington state, home of the first diagnosed case in the 
U.S., suggests the coronavirus may have been circulating undetected in that state 
for weeks. The research was not published in a scientific journal or reviewed by 
other scientists. Two more people were diagnosed near Seattle on Sunday, while 
50 people at a nursing facility are sick and being tested. ; The head of the largest 
temporary hospital in the Chinese city at the center of the coronavirus outbreak 
says his staff has had a heavy workload but should be able to wrap up operations 
by the end of this month. Dr. Zhang Junjian is director of a facility opened in an 
exhibition center in the city of Wuhan on Feb. 7. With a staff of 1,260, it is 
designed to treat 1,500 to 2,000 patients. Zhang, a neurologist at Wuhan 
University, said the hospital has 700 patients, and the number being admitted has 
dropped while those being discharged is growing. ; The coronavirus outbreak in 
northern Italy has so overwhelmed the public health system there that officials are 
taking extraordinary measures to care for the sick. Regional officials are seeking 
to bring doctors out of retirement and accelerate graduation dates for nursing 
students. The region of Lombardy has been the epicenter of Italy's outbreak, 
registering the first positive test and now counting 984 of Italy's 1,694 cases. Most 
alarmingly, 10% of Lombardy's doctors and nurses can't work because they 
tested positive for the virus and are in quarantine. With officials saying they 
expect Italy's numbers to continue rising for at least another week, until 
containment measures begin to take effect, the health care emergency in 
Lombardy has reached a crisis point. ; Coronavirus cases surged in Italy, and 
France closed the world-famous Louvre Museum as the epidemic that began in 
China sent fear rising across Western Europe, threatening its tourism industry. 



The virus has spread to more than 60 countries, and more than 3,000 people 
have died from the COVID-19 illness. New battle fronts have opened rapidly, 
deepening the sense of crisis that has already sent financial markets plummeting, 
emptied the streets in many cities and rewritten the routines of millions of people. 
China today reported just 202 new cases, its lowest increase since January 21, 
raising its total past 80,000. South Korean cases surged beyond 4,200. The 
United States has reported two deaths, both in Washington state. ; The 
organizers of a high-profile energy summit in Houston have canceled this year’s 
gathering due to concerns over a new coronavirus that has killed thousands of 
people worldwide. The CERAWeek conference is typically attended by more than 
4,000 individuals, including energy industry executives, political leaders and 
reporters. It had been scheduled for March 9-13 and delegates from over 80 
countries had been expected to attend. But energy data firm IHS Markit said 
Sunday that it has “reluctantly” decided to cancel the event. CERAWeek joins 
other international conferences that have been canceled amid fears of the virus. 
The first U.S. COVID-19 death was reported Saturday. ; A global agency says the 
spreading new virus could make the world economy shrink this quarter. That 
would be a first since the international financial crisis more than a decade ago. 
The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development says the world 
economy is still expected to grow overall this year and rebound next year. But it 
lowered its forecasts today for global growth in 2020 in a special report about the 
effect of the coronavirus. It said China's reduced production is hitting Asia 
particularly hard. It urged governments to act fast to prevent contagion and 
restore consumer confidence. / ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY: The families of a skier 
and snowboarder who died on the same day at a central Oregon ski area jointly 
filed a wrongful death lawsuit seeking $30 million. The lawsuit filed Thursday 
contends Mt. Bachelor failed to warn of the risks of tree wells after weeks of 
snowfall. Tree wells are voids that form beneath trees and can kill people who fall 
into them. In 2018, 19-year-old Nicole Panet-Raymond of Eugene and 24-year-
old Alfonso Braun of Bend suffocated in tree wells in separate incidents on the 
mountain. Mt. Bachelor President and General Manager John McLeod said those 
types of incidents caused by natural hazards on the mountain are fortunately rare. 
/ SAFETY: Some items belonging to a missing woman have been found in rural 
Oregon. KOIN-TV reports the Washington County Sheriff's Office confirmed some 
items were found, but wouldn't specify what was found or the exact location.  
Allyson Watterson was last seen in the woods near North Plains on December 22, 
2019. Authorities suspended the search after leads ran out. Her mother has 
continued to organize private searches. / ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT, 
LEGAL: Federal regulators have rejected the idea of removing four hydroelectric 
dams on a major Pacific Northwest river in a last-ditch effort to save threatened 
and endangered salmon. The long-awaited report, released Friday, says 
breaching the dams would destabilize the power grid, increase greenhouse 
emissions and raise the risk of power outages. The four dams on the lower Snake 
River are part of a complex hydroelectric system operated by the federal 
government on the Columbia and Snake rivers in Oregon, Washington, Idaho and 
Montana. The 14 dams together produce enough electricity to power eight cities 
the size of Seattle, but are disastrous for salmon. The public has 45 days to 
comment on the new federal report. ; A federal judge has cancelled more than 
$125 million in oil and gas leases sold on public lands that are home to the 



declining bird species greater sage grouse. The ruling doesn't prevent the 
administration from selling the leases at a later date. But opponents hope the 
delay can help them make the case that drilling should not be allowed in areas 
with sage grouse. The judge said the Trump administration illegally curtailed 
public comment on the sales that included more than 1,300 square miles in 
Nevada, Utah and Wyoming. Wyoming's governor says millions of dollars from 
the sales already has been incorporated into the state's budget. / 
ENVIRONMENT: Mormon crickets, the grasshopper-like insects that pose threats 
to crops and drivers. are hatching early this year in northern Nevada. KRVN-TV 
reports that the Nevada Department of Agriculture has confirmed some of the 
earliest hatchings of Mormon crickets in years. The department reports the first 
occurred Feb. 22 in Winnemucca.  Mormon crickets pose a safety threat to 
drivers because they get squished and make roads slick. Off the roads, outbreak 
levels of Mormon crickets can devastate farmers' crops. The crickets are named 
after Mormon pioneers whose forage and grain fields were devoured by the 
insects. The crickets turn up in numerous states across the West, including in 
parts of Eastern Oregon, Idaho and Utah. / RACISM, CRIME: A 65-year-old white 
man who threatened to shoot a 14-year-old African American boy who rode his 
bicycle in front of the man’s Gresham home was sentenced to three years of 
probation and anger management or diversity-sensitivity training. The Oregonian 
and OregonLive reports Michael Black went to trial earlier this month before 
Multnomah County Circuit Judge Steffan Alexander, who found him found guilty 
of menacing and intimidation, which is a hate crime. Black had been sitting in a 
lawn chair when the teen rode by. Prosecutors say Black yelled a racist slur and 
then yelled that he would blow the teen's head off. Black then went inside, 
prompting the boy to rush home out of fear. / ELECTIONS: A shakeup in the 
Democratic presidential race, as Pete Buttigieg and Tom Steyer suspended their 
campaigns. It comes after Joe Biden won big on Saturday in South Carolina. 
Tomorrow is “Super Tuesday” when 14 states and one U.S. Territory cast their 
ballots. Meantime, officials with frontrunner Bernie Sanders’ campaign announced 
they had amassed more than $46 million in contributions last month. /  
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COVID-19: Oregon health officials on Monday identified a third presumptive 
positive case of COVID-19 among state residents. The third case is an adult 
Oregon resident from Umatilla County who is hospitalized in Walla Walla, 
Washington. Leaders of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation shut down their Wildhorse Casino and several other facilities after 
confirming the patient is one of their employees. Health investigators say the 
patient also attended a youth basketball game on Saturday in the community of 
Weston, north of Pendleton. State and local health officials are moving quickly to 
contact people who may have been in close contact with the individual who tested 
as a “presumptive positive” case. As with Oregon’s first two cases of COVID-19 
south of Portland, this third case is considered a case of “community 
transmission.” Health officials do not know how it originated since the patient is 
not linked to travel to a part of the world with known cases of COVID-19 or 
anyone who’s recently returned from those regions. Oregon and Washington 
health experts are working together to determine if there are other locations 
where the individual may have interacted with other people in recent days, after 
symptoms of COVID-19 first appeared. ; Officials with the Oregon Health 
Authority say the state is currently monitoring 101 people for possible exposure to 
the novel coronavirus. Another 226 have completed monitoring without 
developing symptoms and were determined to have no risk. Oregon has three 
confirmed cases, which were determined through lab testing. In all, the state has 
tested 28 people. In addition to the three confirmed cases, 17 test results came 
back “negative” for the coronavirus and eight results are pending. ; In Washington 
state, officials say four more people have died from the illness caused by the 
coronavirus. That brings Washington state’s death toll to six, all in the Seattle 
metro area. Five of the patients were from King County and one from neighboring 
Snohomish County. All died at a hospital in Kirkland, Washington. It comes amid 
an outbreak at a residential nursing facility in Kirkland, Washington. Meanwhile, a 
downtown Seattle skyscraper and about a dozen Seattle-area schools closed for 
cleaning over exposure fears.  Researchers have said the virus might have been 
circulating for weeks undetected in the state. ; An increase in testing for the 
coronavirus is shedding light on its spread in the United States, including among 
nursing home residents that Kirkland, Washington, facility. King County health 
officials say four more people have died, bringing Washington state’s death toll to 
six. But the nursing home cases are especially troubling to experts. Sick and 



elderly people are especially vulnerable to severe illness caused by the virus. 
There are now 105 presumptive positive cases of the virus in 11 states. 
Yesterday, Vice President Pence met with the nation's governors, and President 
Trump met with pharmaceutical company executives to talk about progress 
toward a vaccine. ; There are no known cases of the coronavirus here in Lane 
County. But schools, hospitals, medical practices and other organizations are 
taking steps to reduce the risk of infection. That often involves more frequent 
cleanings of heavily used buildings and areas. Additionally, health care 
organizations are stepping up protocols they’ve used in the past during outbreaks 
of influenza. Many want to reduce the chance a potentially infected patient might 
spread the virus to others. So they are asking anyone who recently traveled 
outside the United States or has been in contact with a person known to have 
COVID-19 and has symptoms including fever or upper respiratory infection 
symptoms, such a s a cough, to call ahead and not just show up in a medical 
office lobby or hospital lobby. The CDC recommends everyday preventive actions 
to help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases, including: Avoid close contact 
with people who are sick. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. Stay home 
when you are sick. Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the 
tissue in the trash. Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces 
using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe. Experts with the CDC do NOT 
recommend that healthy people wear facemasks. They say recent hoarding of 
facemasks is affecting the ability of health organizations to procure them for their 
workers who need them. Your best protection for now is to wash your hands often 
with soap and water: Wash with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after going to the bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing. If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. Always wash hands with soap 
and water if hands are visibly dirty. ; Can you imagine March Madness with no 
fans in the stands? The NCAA men's basketball tournament starts with the First 
Four on Tuesday, March 17. The women's tournament starts Friday, March 20. 
But over the weekend, the National College Players Association asked the NCAA 
to consider holding its men's and women's basketball tournaments with no crowds 
in the arenas due to the spread of the new novel coronavirus. The National 
College Players Association advocates for better health and financial protections 
for college athletes and is concerned that the NCAA tourney and other sporting 
events could spread the virus and harm the athletes it represents. At the very 
least, the group wants the NCAA and its colleges to take extra precautions to 
protect college athletes. It’s also encouraging athletics programs to take every 
possible measure to sanitize buses and airplanes used to transport players. In 
response to the request, the NCAA said it is monitoring developments with the 
coronavirus outbreak and its potential impact on the organization’s winter and 
spring sports championships. The women's Final Four will be April 3, and the 
national championship game will be April 5 in New Orleans. The men's Final Four 
will be April 4 and the national championship game will be April 6 in Atlanta. ; The 
NBA has told players to avoid high-fiving fans and strangers and avoid taking any 
item for autographs. It is the league's latest response to the spreading outbreaks 
of coronavirus. The NBA memo offered 10 recommendations to players with 
hopes of decreasing risks of getting the virus — among them, not taking items 
such as pens, markers, balls and jerseys from autograph seekers. The memo 



was sent to teams on Sunday and obtained Monday by The Associated Press. ; 
Stocks got a boost this morning after the Federal Reserve made an emergency 
cut to interest rates in hopes of shielding the economy from the effects of the fast-
spreading virus. Stocks swung from a loss of 1 percent to a gain of 1 percent 
shortly after the Fed's announcement, then were up 0.6 percent in mid-morning 
trading. The Dow Jones Industrial Average had surged 5 percent Monday and 
had its biggest-ever point gain in anticipation of moves by the Fed and other 
central banks to support the global economy following the worst week for stocks 
since the financial crisis of 2008.  / ENVIRONMENT, YOUTH, LEGAL: They were 
dealt a big legal setback in mid-January. But attorneys for 21 youth climate 
activists, a number of them from Lane County, have filed a petition asking a 
federal appeals court to review the decision that stopped their case. It came after 
a three-judge panel with the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals threw out the 
landmark climate change lawsuit brought on behalf of the young people against 
the federal government. The judge who authored the opinion said the young 
plaintiffs made a compelling case that action is needed, but concluded that 
ordering the government to change its stance on fossil fuels and other matters 
was not an issue for the courts, but for Congress and the executive branch. The 
appeals court decision reversed an earlier ruling by Eugene U.S. District court 
judge Ann Aiken that would have let the case go proceed. Instead, the appeals 
court gave instructions to the lower court to dismiss the case. But lawyers for the 
young defendants, known as the “Climate Kids” when the case began five years 
ago, are appealing the ruling and asking that a full Ninth Circuit panel of 11 
judges reconsider the case. Lawyers for the group “Our Children’s Trust” 
originally filed the federal suit in 2015 against the Obama administration, 
demanding both that the government drop policies that encouraged fossil fuel use 
and take faster action to curb climate change. The suit focused on a legal 
principle known as the “public trust doctrine,” which can be used to compel the 
government to preserve natural resources for public use and for future 
generations. The plaintiffs, who now range in age from 12 and 23, claim actions 
by the U.S. government are depriving them of their constitutional rights to life, 
liberty, and property, and have failed to protect essential public trust resources. / 
HEALTH: Bad news for Weekend Warriors: If you mess significantly with your 
sleep schedule over time it could lead to an increased risk of cardiovascular 
disease. That’s according to a new federally funded sleep research study 
reported on by MedPage Today. The scientists found that the more variable a 
person's sleep schedule, the greater his or her risk of cardiovascular disease. 
This isn’t about the occasional late Saturday night or early Sunday morning. It’s 
about long-term deviations when you up-end your sleep schedule. That can be 
bad news for people who work early-morning or late-night shifts during the week 
and just want to be on the same schedule with friends and relatives. Researchers 
say you’re messing with your circadian rhythms and, over time, that can be an 
issue—especially if you have other health conditions such as diabetes or 
unhealthy habits, ranging from smoking and heavy drinking to not exercising 
regularly. But scientists are quick to note it’s not just the changing sleep schedule 
that lies at the heart of the problem. Some people can manage the sleep shifts 
fine. The key is quality of sleep. If you have trouble sleeping or what they call 
“dysfunctional sleep,” it could be the underlying factor that feeds problems with 
your cardiovascular health. / SPORTS: South Carolina, Baylor, Oregon and 



Maryland would be the No. 1 seeds if the women's NCAA Tournament began 
Monday. With two weeks to go until selection Monday, the NCAA revealed the top 
16 teams to this point of the season. Most of the major conferences are set to 
begin their conference tournaments this week. The Duck Women are in action 
Friday afternoon. The top 16 teams in the field would potentially host the opening 
two rounds of the NCAA Tournament, which begins March 20. / HEALTH, 
GOVERNMENT, LEGAL: Justices on the U.S. Supreme Court yesterday agreed 
to decide a lawsuit threatening the Obama-era health care law. It is a case that 
will keep health care squarely in front of voters even though a decision won't 
come until after the 2020 election. The court says it will hear an appeal by 20 
mainly Democratic states, including Oregon, of a lower-court ruling that declared 
part of the statute unconstitutional and cast a cloud over the rest. Defenders of 
the Affordable Care Act argue that the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New 
Orleans was in error when it struck down the health law's requirement that 
Americans have health insurance. / SAFETY, LEGAL: The U.S. Supreme Court 
has rejected an appeal of the federal ban on bump stocks, devices that allow 
semi-automatic firearms to fire rapidly like machine guns. The justices did not 
comment Monday in declining to review a lower court-ruling that upheld the ban, 
which took effect nearly a year ago. The Trump administration announced the ban 
following 2017’s mass shooting at a country music festival in Las Vegas during 
which a gunman used bump stocks that allowed him to fire more than 1,000 
rounds in 11 minutes and kill 58 people, wounding hundreds more. / HEALTH, 
YOUTH, POLITICS: The House has approved a bill to ban the sale of flavored e-
cigarettes and other flavored tobacco products. Lawmakers say the bill will stem a 
vaping epidemic among young people. The bill would place new restrictions on 
the marketing of e-cigarettes and ban flavors in tobacco products, including 
menthol cigarettes. It also would place a new excise tax on nicotine. The House 
approved the bill Friday, sending it to the Senate, where approval is considered 
unlikely. The Trump administration opposes the bill. Supporters say the bill 
provides a comprehensive strategy to reverse a growing teen vaping epidemic. 
Manufacturer Juul Labs said in November it was halting U.S. sales of its best-
selling, mint-flavored e-cigarettes. / ENVIRONMENT: Scientists say half of the 
world's sandy beaches could disappear by the end of the century due to climate 
change. European researchers examined how beaches have changed over the 
past 30 years and simulated how global warming might affect them in the future. 
They found that beach loss depends on how much average global temperatures 
increase by the year 2100. Some countries will also be more affected than others. 
Big countries like Australia, the United States and China will lose the most in 
absolute terms. Smaller nations such as the Gambia, Pakistan and the Comoros 
islands could lose more than half their beaches. /  
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SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: It started at five this morning. The southbound 
ramp from Delta Highway and Valley River Center to westbound I-105, the 
Jefferson Street Bridge, closed completely for the next eight weeks. It comes 
amid that big construction project to upgrade and add enhanced earthquake 
protection to the span. The ramp is scheduled to reopen at the end of April. 
During construction, the detour from southbound Delta Highway will go to the 
Valley River Center off-ramp and then across the overpass onto Country Club 
Road and back to westbound I-105. The regular westbound lanes of I-105 will 
remain closed for construction until mid-June. Both directions of traffic are being 
funneled into single lanes, one in each direction, in what would normally be the 
eastbound travel lanes. All lanes will reopen from mid-June until late July for local 
events. After that, the eastbound lanes will close through the fall and both 
directions of traffic will be in single lanes in the westbound travel lanes. Plan 
ahead for construction by giving yourself extra time to get through the area.  
Consider taking a different route, altering your travel times, or using one of your 
other transportation options like carpooling, public transit, walking and biking. Use 
the “Get There” trip planner to help match with local carpools, or to find your 
perfect bike, walking or transit route if you are interested in finding a new way of 
getting around. Know Before You Go by staying up-to-date with road and weather 
information at TripCheck.com / COVID-19: Officials say testing revealed no new 
cases of the novel coronavirus in Oregon yesterday. Our tally stands at three, two 
in the same household in Washington County, southwest of Portland, and one in 
northeastern Oregon, near Pendleton. But Washington state confirmed three 
additional deaths yesterday, bringing its total to nine out of 27 confirmed cases. 
Seven of those deaths are tied to a senior residential care center in Kirkland, 
Washington. Health experts say frail, older adults with weakened immune 
systems are especially vulnerable to the illness caused by the coronavirus. 
Healthy adults and youth seem to have generally mild to moderate cases and 
recover relatively quickly. Oregon's governor, meantime, says the state needs to 
prepare for the possibility the virus might spread widely. Governor Kate Brown 
has sent a letter to Vice President Pence, who is leading the federal government’s 
response. In it, Brown requests 400,000 respirator masks, gowns and gloves, and 
disposable protective suits, along with up to 100 ventilators. Brown also asked for 
increased test kits and more flexibility in the criteria for testing for COVID-19. 
Pence and officials with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 



yesterday announced they are lifting all restrictions on testing for coronavirus, and 
will release new guidelines to fast-track testing for people who fear they have the 
virus, even if they are displaying mild symptoms. The federal government earlier 
promised to significantly increase the nation’s testing capacity, after being 
criticized for limiting testing in the first weeks of the outbreak. There have been 
128 cases in the U.S., including the nine deaths in Washington state. ; The death 
toll from the coronavirus in the U.S. has climbed to nine, with tensions rising over 
how to contain the outbreak. Lawmakers on Capitol Hill are expressing doubts 
about the government's ability to ramp up testing fast enough to deal with the 
crisis. Meanwhile, the Federal Reserve has announced the biggest interest-rate 
cut in over a decade to try to fend off damage to the economy and health officials 
are trying to ease shortages of face masks by giving the OK to medical workers to 
use industrial-grade ones. The number of infections in the U.S. overall climbed 
past 100, scattered across at least 15 states. ; Washington state reported 
additional coronavirus deaths Tuesday, bringing the total to nine. All of the 
COVID-19 deaths in the United States so far have been in the Seattle area. 
Researchers at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and the University 
of Washington on Sunday said they had evidence the COVID-19 virus may have 
been circulating in the state for up to six weeks undetected. If true, that could 
mean that there are hundreds of undiagnosed cases in the area. Symptoms of 
COVID-19 can include fever, runny nose, cough and breathing trouble. Most 
develop only mild disease. But some people, usually those with other medical 
complications, develop more severe symptoms, including pneumonia, which can 
be fatal. ; The Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 785 points and bond prices 
surged after an emergency interest-rate cut by the Federal Reserve failed to 
reassure markets wracked by worries that a fast-spreading virus outbreak could 
lead to a recession. The yield on the 10-year Treasury note dropped below 1% for 
the first time. The Dow industrials lost 2.9% to 25,917. It had surged 5% a day 
earlier on hopes for a broader set of stimulus measures. The S&P 500 index fell 
2.8% and is now 11% below the record high it set two weeks ago. The Nasdaq 
fell 3%. ; In a surprise move, the Federal Reserve cut its benchmark interest rate 
by a sizable half-percentage point in an effort to support the economy in the face 
of the spreading coronavirus. Chairman Jerome Powell said at a news conference 
that the virus “will surely weigh on economic activity both here and abroad for 
some time.” It was the Fed's first rate cut since last year, when it reduced its key 
short-term rate three times. It is also the first time the central bank has cut its key 
rate between policy meetings since the 2008 financial crisis and the largest rate 
cut since then. ; Fear of the coronavirus has led people to stock up on hand 
sanitizer, leaving store shelves empty and online retailers with sky-high prices set 
by those trying to profit on the rush. But more of the clear gel is on the way. 
Purell, the best-selling hand sanitizer, is pumping up production. And Walmart 
and other stores say they are talking to suppliers to stock up bare shelves. Sales 
of hand sanitizers in the U.S. were up 73% in the four weeks ending Feb. 22, 
compared with the same period the year before, according to market research 
firm Nielsen. ; The coronavirus crisis is shifting increasingly westward toward the 
Middle East Europe and the U.S., with the Federal Reserve announcing the 
biggest interest-rate cut in over a decade to fend off economic damage. 
Governments are trying to ease shortages of face masks and other supplies for 
medical personnel. The World Health Organization's top official says, “We can't 



stop COVID-19 without protecting our health workers.” The mushrooming 
outbreaks in South Korea, Iran and Europe contrast with optimism in China, 
where recovered patients are far outnumbering new infections. Iran has been 
particularly hard-hit, with 23 members of Parliament and the emergency 
services chief infected. ; China has seen another slight drop in new cases of the 
virus that has sickened tens of thousands of people. Authorities reported 119 new 
cases, a drop from 125 the day before. Another 38 deaths brings mainland 
China's total to 2,981. China has far and away the most cases in the world. The 
epicenter of Wuhan, where the coronavirus was first detected in December, 
accounted for 114 of the new cases and 31 of the new deaths. Hundreds of 
recovered patients were released from hospitals. With those being released far 
outnumbering new admissions, health authorities plan to close some of the field 
hospitals where virus patients have been treated in isolation. ; A steep drop in 
business trips is dealing a gut punch to a travel industry already reeling from the 
virus outbreak. Amazon has told its nearly 800,000 workers to postpone any non-
essential travel. Swiss food giant Nestle told its 291,000 employees to limit 
domestic business travel and halt international travel until March 15. Industry 
events like the Geneva Motor Show have been canceled, and companies 
including Twitter have told employees to work at home. The changes will be 
costly for airlines and hotels. One analyst says airlines depend on business travel 
for 55% of their revenue. The Global Business Travel Association estimates the 
virus is costing the business travel industry $47 billion per month. ; General 
Electric is cutting its profit expectations, Starbucks big annual meeting will go 
virtual, and companies are reporting illnesses among workers. The spread of the 
novel coronavirus is having a broad impact on supply chains, communications 
and staffing as the virus shifts westward. GE became the latest to trim 
expectations, saying Wednesday that outbreak could have a negative impact of 
about $300 million to $500 million on its first-quarter industrial free cash flow. 
Operating profit for the period could be hurt by about $200 million to $300 million. 
; A San Antonio official says the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
planned to drop off some cruise ship passengers at a mall after their release from 
a two-week quarantine. City spokeswoman Laura Mayes says that was one 
reason the city declared a public health emergency over the new coronavirus. 
The city filed a lawsuit to pause the plan after a woman was mistakenly released 
from quarantine at a health care facility over the weekend despite testing positive. 
She had visited the North Star Mall before the mistake was discovered. That's 
where some passengers released from Lackland Air Force Base were to be 
dropped off. Most people in quarantine were released Tuesday, with many 
escorted to the airport or car rental offices. / PRIVACY, POLITICS: U.S. senators 
are scrutinizing a facial recognition software company over privacy concerns and 
the possible sale of its services to authoritarian regimes. New York-based startup 
Clearview AI has drawn attention following investigative reports about its practice 
of harvesting billions of photos from social media and other services to identify 
people. Sen. Ed Markey, a Massachusetts Democrat, sent a letter to the company 
Tuesday seeking more information about its marketing in Saudi Arabia and other 
countries. Oregon Democratic Sen. Ron Wyden's staff also met with the company 
about his own concerns. BuzzFeed reported that it obtained a Clearview client list 
showing its technology has been tied by U.S. federal agencies, major retailers 
and law enforcement agencies in numerous countries. Facebook, YouTube, 



Twitter and other companies in February demanded that Clearview stop 
harvesting their users' images. / HEALTH: Scientists say they have used the 
gene-editing tool CRISPR inside someone's body for the first time. It's a new 
frontier for efforts to modify DNA, the chemical code of life, to treat diseases. The 
company that makes the treatment said a patient recently had the procedure at 
the Casey Eye Institute at Oregon Health & Science University in Portland for an 
inherited form of blindness. It may take up to one month to see if the procedure 
worked. The treatment uses CRISPR to delete a mutation that is preventing a 
gene from making a protein that's needed for sight. ; As the number of people 
with Alzheimer's disease rises, doctors are looking at improper medication use 
that can mimic dementia or make symptoms worse. More than 40 percent of older 
Americans take five or more medicines and the risk of side effects or drug 
interactions rises as the number does. Medicines that may have been OK when 
someone was younger can pose problems when used later in life. The American 
Geriatrics Society keeps a list of potentially troublesome ones and offers tips on 
ensuring proper medicine use. The first step: getting a health expert to review the 
big picture. / ECONOMY, BUSINESS: Record low unemployment continues in 
Oregon, according to the latest numbers from state analysts. Oregon’s 
unemployment rate declined to 3.3 percent in January, the lowest on comparable 
records dating back to 1976. The December unemployment rate was revised 
downward to 3.4 percent. The U.S. unemployment rate was 3.6 percent in 
January. Oregon’s unemployment rate steadily declined throughout last year, 
from 4.2 percent in January and February 2019 to the low point for the year of 3.4 
percent during each of the last three months of 2019. The revisions indicate an 
even tighter labor market than originally estimated, with Oregon’s unemployment 
rate solidly in the three-percent range for the first time since comparable records 
began in 1976. Total nonfarm payroll employment declined by 1,800 jobs in 
January, following a gain of 800 jobs in December. Two major industries added 
more than 1,000 jobs in January: health care and social assistance (+1,600 jobs) 
and government (+1,200). Conversely, three industries cut jobs substantially: 
professional and business services (-2,900 jobs), construction (-1,400), and 
manufacturing (-1,200). Oregon’s nonfarm payroll employment increased by 
16,900 jobs, or 0.9 percent, over the year since January 2019. This growth 
continued the state’s deceleration over the past several years, as annual job 
gains had been tracking between 1.3 percent and 2.0 percent over the prior year 
and half. In the past 12 months, transportation, warehousing, and utilities grew at 
the fastest rate of the major industries, expanding by 2,500 jobs or 3.6 percent. 
Information also expanded rapidly, adding 1,200 jobs, or 3.5 percent, since 
January 2019. Software publishers added 700 jobs in that time, accounting for the 
bulk of gains in the information industry. Two major industries had January 
employment levels that were essentially the same as January 2019. Construction 
(+100 jobs, or 0.1%) is still near a record-high jobs count, but has stopped 
expanding at the rapid growth pace it experienced in 2013 through 2018. 
Similarly, professional and business services (+200 jobs, or 0.1%), which 
accounts for more than one out of eight nonfarm jobs, has slowed its gains over 
the past two years. Meanwhile, three industries shed jobs since January 2019: 
manufacturing (-3,200 jobs, or -1.6%), retail trade (-800 jobs, or -0.4%), and 
mining and logging (-600 jobs, or -8.3%). / SPORTS: Led by a third straight Pac-
12 player of the year honor for Sabrina Ionescu, the Oregon women’s basketball 



team dominated the end-of-season all-conference awards released by the league 
office on Tuesday morning.  Ionescu – a unanimous selection by the conference’s 
coaches – joins Stanford’s Candice Wiggins (2005, 06, 08) as the only players in 
conference history to win player of the year three times, and she is the first player 
ever to take home the honor three years in a row. In other honors: Head coach 
Kelly Graves was voted the John R. Wooden coach of the year by his peers for 
the second straight season. Sophomore Taylor Chavez (say: CHAW’-vehz) was 
named the Pac-12 sixth player of the year. Oregon’s entire “Big Three” of 
Ionescu, Ruthy Hebard and Satou Sabally landed on the 15-player all-Pac-12 
team – making the Ducks the only team with three all-conference picks. Senior 
Minyon Moore earned a spot on the Pac-12 all-defensive team. Jaz Shelley 
received all-freshman honorable mention.  Ionescu and Hebard each completed a 
career sweep of all-conference honors, becoming Oregon’s first-ever four-time all-
Pac-12 selections and only the 16th and 17th in league history. Sabally was 
named to the all-Pac-12 team for the second straight season, and Moore earned 
her third straight nod on the Pac-12 all-defensive team. Chavez is the second 
player to receive the sixth player of the year award, which the conference 
introduced last season. ; Four different Oregon State players earned conference 
awards on Tuesday, headlined by All-Pac-12 selections Mikayla Pivec (say: muh-
KAY’luh PIH’-vik) and Destiny Slocum. Pivec and Slocum earned all-conference 
recognition for the second-straight season, while Pivec was also named to the 
Pac-12 All-Defensive Team. Taylor Jones notched three awards, as she made 
the Pac-12 All-Freshman squad, and was an Honorable Mention for both All-Pac-
12 and the Pac-12 All-Defensive Team. Aleah Goodman (say: uh-LEE’-uh) was 
also a Pac-12 All-Defensive Honorable Mention. The Beavers will head to Las 
Vegas this week to take part in the Pac-12 Tournament. Oregon State will take on 
Washington State Thursday in the event’s first round, in a game that will tip at 
8:30 p.m. / ELECTIONS. POLITICS: The key takeaways from yesterday’s Super 
Tuesday primaries in 14 states and one U.S. territory? Joe Biden racked up the 
most wins, including what’s shaping up to be a big victory in Texas. The win 
capped a resounding and resurgent Super Tuesday across the South for the 
former vice president, who won at least nine states. Bernie Sanders took the lead 
in delegate-rich California, although it will take days of ballot-counting to 
determine how he, Biden and other candidates will divide up the delegates. And it 
was a rough night for Elizabeth Warren and Mike Bloomberg, both of whom are 
reportedly reevaluating their campaigns in the wake of lackluster showings. 
Technical issues and long lines also slowed voting in California and Texas as 
both states worked to adjust to newer voting systems. But Homeland Security 
officials say there were no indications of outside interference to ballot counting in 
any of the Super Tuesday states. / MILITARY, LEGAL: Federal appeals court 
judges in New Orleans have questioned whether they can rule that the United 
States' men-only military draft registration is unconstitutional. Members of a 5th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel noted a 1981 Supreme Court ruling upholding 
male-only draft registration. A men's rights organization argued Tuesday 'before 
the three-judge panel that the circumstances on which that ruling was based 
changed drastically in 2015 when women were allowed combat roles. The 
appeals court panel is considering whether to uphold a lower court ruling that said 
excluding women from draft registration is unconstitutional. /  
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SCHOOLS, EDUCATION: Eugene’s “National Superintendent of the Year” is 
taking a job in Washington state. Officials with the Edmonds School District in 
Lynwood, Washington, announced this week they’ve hired Gustavo Balderas for 
their top job, effective July 1. Late last month, Balderas was named the nation’s 
top superintendent. But last week, Eugene Schools confirmed he was one of two 
finalists for the job in the Edmonds district. Balderas spent close to five years at 
the helm of the Eugene Schools, which he said in a statement last week is a 
remarkable school system in a remarkable community. The Edmonds district is 
larger, more urban and more diverse. It is part of the Seattle metro area and has 
an enrollment of 21,700 students. / SAFETY: Investigators today will work to 
determine the cause of a large fire that heavily damaged a furniture business near 
Eugene’s Oakway Center. The blaze, off Oakway Road, was reported shortly 
after 7:30 last night at the Amish Traditions furniture store. Passersby saw flames 
shooting from the roof as crews worked to contain the fire. Several nearby 
businesses had what officials described as minor damage. / COVID-19: If you had 
symptoms of a cold or the flu, would you visit someone who’s recovering at a 
hospital or accompany them to a medical clinic? Health care providers hope you 
won’t—especially amid concerns that early symptoms of the novel coronavirus 
might be mistaken for a mild cold or flu. That’s one reason PeaceHealth officials 
yesterday imposed “Voluntary Visitation Restrictions” for their hospitals and 
clinics. They say it’s necessary to protect the health of patients and caregivers. 
PeaceHealth requests that visitors with fever or upper-respiratory infection 
symptoms such as coughing or sneezing stay away. The restrictions will remain in 
place until further notice. As for patients who might have those symptoms, 
PeaceHealth is asking that you call ahead before arriving if you’ve recently 
traveled outside the United States or have been in contact with a person known to 
have COVID-19 AND have symptoms including fever or upper respiratory 
infection symptoms, such as cough. PeaceHealth officials also warn their clinics 
might be experiencing higher-than-usual call volumes. ; Oregon will receive half-
a-million dollars in initial funding from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention to help respond to cases of the novel coronavirus. That will be in 
addition to any money the state receives from an emergency funding package 
passed yesterday in the U.S. House and being considered by the Senate today. 
Members of Oregon’s congressional delegation also are urging their colleagues to 
support Governor Brown’s request for additional federal support. In a letter earlier 



this week, the governor requested supplies to build a stockpile of protective 
equipment for medical and first responders, as well as additional test kits and 
funding. ; There were no new COVID-19 cases diagnosed in Oregon yesterday. 
State health officials say they continue to monitor 115 people, but that 238 have 
either completed monitoring or were determined to have no risk. Oregon has 
three “presumptive positive cases” of the virus—one of which has been confirmed 
during testing by the CDC. Samples for 13 other patients are awaiting results. 
Samples for 45 patients have tested negative for COVID-19. Oregon’s three 
cases, which were announced previously, include two members of the same 
household in Washington County, southwest of Portland, and one person in the 
Pendleton area. ; The U.S. death toll from the coronavirus has risen to 11 with a 
victim succumbing in California, the first reported fatality outside Washington 
state. Officials in northern California said the patient was a 71-year-old man who 
tested positive for COVID-19 after returning from a San Francisco-to-Mexico 
cruise. They said the victim had underlying health conditions. But health officials 
are concerned 62 passengers aboard that same cruise ship, Princess Cruises' 
Grand Princess, might have been exposed to coronavirus after sailing with the 
patient who died. They’re on the 2,500-passenger ship as it returns from Hawaii. 
Close to 100 passengers and crew are being confined to their staterooms, by 
order of the CDC. The San Francisco Chronicle reports the Coast Guard is 
transporting virus test kits to the ship, which was ordered to re-route to San 
Francisco. The cruise ship is expected to arrive this afternoon, but passengers 
will remain on board until the test results are complete. ; Meantime, Washington 
state also announced another death Wednesday, bringing its total to 10. Most of 
the dead were residents of a nursing home in Kirkland, a suburb east of Seattle. 
As health officials in Washington state brace for the likelihood of additional cases, 
King County officials in Seattle yesterday took the unprecedented step of 
recommending that companies allow employees to work from home, whenever 
possible. Health experts also encouraged corporate managers to consider 
creating staggered work shifts to reduce the number of employees who might 
come in contact with one another during the average workday. ; The requests 
came as Facebook officials announced they were temporarily closing a Seattle 
office after a contract worker who last visited on February 21 was diagnosed with 
the new virus. Facebook officials say the office shutdown will last through March 
9, when the potential incubation period ends. Earlier this week, an Amazon 
employee on the e-commerce giant’s Seattle campus reportedly tested positive 
for the virus. ; On Capitol Hill, the House has easily passed an $8.3 billion 
measure to battle the coronavirus outbreak in the U.S. The sweeping bipartisan 
vote came just nine days after President Trump made his initial, $2.5 billion dollar 
request. This legislation more than triples that amount. The U.S. Senate is 
expected to pass the funding plan today. Trump is expected to sign the measure 
and it has the support of top Republicans. The funding would speed development 
of vaccines and new medicines to battle the virus, pay for containment 
operations, and beef up preparedness. ; The Federal Reserve’s latest nationwide 
survey of business conditions finds the coronavirus outbreak has begun to 
depress tourism and disrupt manufacturing chains in parts of the United States. 
And firms are beginning to change the way they do business, from holding more 
online meetings and calls and canceling conference and other travel, to 
encouraging employees to avoid shaking hands. ; A rising number of churches 



across the United States are making changes in response to the coronavirus 
outbreak. For example, many Catholic dioceses are suspending the serving of 
wine during Communion. Experts say faith leaders might also need to start 
preparing for that possibility of cancelling services should the virus become more 
widespread. Some faith leaders are looking at livestream their services on social 
media. ; The release of the James Bond film “No Time To Die” has been pushed 
back seven months amid of concerns about how the coronavirus might affect the 
global theatrical marketplace. The film will be pushed back from its April release 
to November. It comes after publicity tours were canceled in China, Japan and 
South Korea. Other Hollywood films have been affected by the outbreak. Last 
week, Paramount Pictures halted production on the seventh “Mission: Impossible” 
film, which had been scheduled to shoot in Italy. And Paramount postponed the 
Chinese release of “Sonic the Hedgehog.” ; The World Health Organization says 
globally, about 3.4% of people known to have the new coronavirus have died so 
far. That's a higher death rate than flu, but far lower than the new virus' infamous 
cousin, SARS. But it's too early to know if the death rate really is that high — 
because as cases pop up in new places, the first to get counted are the sickest. 
To tell, health authorities will have to get a better handle on how many people 
have mild cases of COVID-19. And they think a lot of those people are going 
uncounted right now. ; A school district north of Seattle with 22,000 students will 
close for up to two weeks because of coronavirus concerns. All 26 schools in the 
Northshore School District will be closed for up to two weeks to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus and protect vulnerable staff members, the district's 
superintendent said in a letter to parents. The district is largely in Bothell, 
Washington, 20 miles north of Seattle. There have been at least 39 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in the Seattle area. Ten people have died. Northshore School 
District superintendent Michelle Reid said school officials will consult with health 
authorities on further recommendations. The district had closed a high school for 
two days last week over concerns about coronavirus exposure. Reid said about 
20% of students had been absent recently as parents decided to self-quarantine 
students at home. ; U.S. officials say a medical screener at the Los Angeles 
International Airport has contracted the coronavirus. The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security says it’s unclear if the person contracted the virus through 
their work as a medical screener or from community transmission. The agency 
says no travelers screened at LAX have tested positive for coronavirus. The 
person, who is a contractor for the Department of Homeland Security, is being 
quarantined at home and has mild symptoms. The patient last worked at the 
airport on Feb. 21 and began feeling cold-like symptoms last Saturday. The 
patient’s doctor tested them for coronavirus on March 1. Officials say the screener 
wore protective equipment. ; United Airlines is cutting back on flights both 
internationally and within the United States as it grapples with lower travel 
demand because of the new virus outbreak. United also is asking employees to 
volunteer for unpaid time off. The news on Wednesday is the clearest yet of the 
damage that the coronavirus outbreak is having on the U.S. airline industry. The 
CEOs of several airlines went to the White House to discuss the impact of the 
outbreak on travel. The administration is seeking the airlines' help in tracing 
travelers who might have come in contact with people ill with COVID-19. ; An $8.3 
billion measure to help tackle the coronavirus outbreak should soon make its way 
to President Trump after a Senate vote planned for Thursday. The money would 



pay for a multifaceted attack on a virus that's spreading more widely and 
threatening major disruptions in the U.S. and across the globe. The plan was 
passed by the House on Wednesday. It would more than triple the $2.5 billion 
amount outlined by the White House 10 days ago. That proposal was immediately 
discarded by members of Congress. Instead, they negotiated the increased figure 
in a burst of bipartisan cooperation that's increasingly rare in Washington. ; The 
average rate on a 30-year fixed mortgage has hit a record low of 3.29%, driven 
down by investors shifting money into the safety of U.S. Treasurys as the viral 
outbreak deepens. Mortgage buyer Freddie Mac says the average rate on the 
benchmark 30-year loan this week tumbled from 3.45% last week. The new rate 
is the lowest level since Freddie Mac started tracking it in 1971, the company 
says. The steep decline came in a week when the Federal Reserve made a 
surprise emergency cut in its benchmark interest rate to support the economy in 
the face of the spreading coronavirus. ; The oil-producing countries of the OPEC 
cartel are proposing a deep production cut of 1.5 million barrels per day to 
support prices that are sagging due to the spread of the coronavirus. Oil ministers 
meeting in Vienna proposed the cut, which needs to be discussed with other non-
OPEC allies, like Russia. They are trying to support the price of oil, which has 
fallen 25% since the start of the year amid concerns about the virus outbreak's 
disruption to the world economy. Since the coronavirus outbreak began in China 
last month, global air travel has taken a huge hit, sapping demand for aviation 
fuel. And manufacturing output has dropped. / HEALTH, YOUTH, MENTAL 
HEALTH, SAFETY: State health officials say suicide continues to be a problem 
for all age groups, but they’re especially concerned about new numbers from the 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention. The CDC data indicates suicide is now 
the leading cause of death among Oregon youth ages 10 to 24. The numbers are 
for 2018, the most recent year for which federal officials have complete statistics. 
Oregon is now ranked 11th highest in the nation for youth suicide death rates, up 
from 17th in 2017. Prior to that, deaths from unintentional causes, ranging from 
motor vehicle accidents to overdoses, were the leading cause of youth deaths. 
But analysts say suicides have increased while unintentional deaths have fallen, 
leading to the change. In recent years, state and local officials have stepped up 
local efforts to support young people in schools, at home and in communities. 
Mental health conditions are often seen as a potential contributor to suicides, but 
suicide is rarely caused by any single factor. Health experts say many people who 
die by suicide are not known to have a diagnosed mental health condition. 
Experts say other factors contributing to youth suicides include violence—
including child abuse, bullying and sexual violence. Lesbian, gay and bisexual 
youth are at greater risk, as are those who abuse drugs and alcohol. But 
protective factors, like family and community support, or “connectedness”, along 
with easy access to health care can help decrease the risk for suicidal thoughts 
and behavior. / RECREATION, SAFETY: Sections of an iconic Oregon State Park 
are sliding into the sea. The Astorian reports Ecola Stae Park, north of Cannon 
Beach, remains closed indefinitely after a February landslide that damaged the 
primary entrance road and sent a portion of a trail, trees and salal bushes 
cascading over a cliff edge. With the closure, the state expects increased tourism 
and recreational pressure on other state parks, especially parks like Oswald West 
farther south. Ecola sees more than half a million day-use visitors every year. And 
state park sites on the North Coast in general have only been growing in 



popularity in recent years. ; ELECTIONS, POLITICS: Elizabeth Warren has ended 
her Democratic presidential bid after a disappointing finish in Super Tuesday 
states. That's according to a person familiar with her plans. The Massachusetts 
senator's campaign had the markers of success: robust poll numbers, impressive 
fundraising, a national organization. But she was squeezed out by Bernie 
Sanders, who had an immovable base of voters she needed to advance. In the 
end, she didn't even win her home state — she finished third behind Joe Biden, 
who won it, and Sanders. Her exit from the race on Thursday came days after 
Amy Klobuchar, Pete Buttigieg and Michael Bloomberg also dropped out. It 
leaves the Democratic field with just one remaining female candidate: Hawaii 
congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard. ; Joe Biden barely had enough money to air 
television ads in critical Super Tuesday battlegrounds, but he won't have that 
problem again. Support for Biden from the Democratic establishment abruptly 
materialized Wednesday as influential donors lined up behind the former vice 
president following his romp through 10 of the 14 contests. The showing 
reshaped the primary into a two-person race between him and Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders. In Los Angeles, a pricey Biden event suddenly sold out on 
Tuesday night. In Florida, a prominent fundraiser received an outpouring of phone 
calls from donors who now want to help Biden clinch the Democratic nomination. / 
CRIME, YOUTH: A nine-member committee has been selected to represent 
victims of child sexual abuse in the Boy Scouts of America bankruptcy case. Nine 
men who say they were sexually abused as children were selected to serve on 
the committee Wednesday after several hours of closed-door interviews by 
representatives of the U.S. trustee's office. The committee will represent the 
interests of potentially thousands of sexual abuse survivors seeking 
compensation for their suffering. A separate official committee was appointed to 
represent the interests of other unsecured creditors, such as suppliers, vendors 
and pensioners. Members of that committee include the Girl Scouts organization. 
/ POLITICS, HEALTH, LEGAL: A seemingly divided Supreme Court struggled 
with its first major abortion case of the Trump era, leaving Chief Justice John 
Roberts as the likely deciding vote.e. Roberts did not say enough to tip his hand 
in an hour of spirited arguments at the high court Wednesday.  The court's 
election-year look at a Louisiana dispute could reveal how willing the more 
conservative court is to roll back abortion rights. A decision should come by late 
June. The outcome could have huge consequences at a time when several states 
have passed laws, being challenged in the courts, that would ban abortions as 
early as six weeks. /  
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POLITICS, BUSINESS, ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE: Oregon’s 35-day 
special session opened with a bang and is ending with a whimper. It comes after 
the more than week-long walkout by almost every Republican in both chambers 
to block action on a much-debated cap-and-trade bill. Republicans yesterday 
offered to return on Sunday to vote on a few issues in exchange for Democrats 
killing cap-and-trade or referring it to the voters. But The Oregonian and 
OregonLive reports GOP lawmakers also repeatedly objected to voting on any 
bills other than budget adjustments and tiny policy tweaks. Democrats said that 
was a non-starter with funding for a number of major issues still unsettled, ranging 
from homelessness relief and wildfire prevention to foster care and mental health. 
The stalemate led Democrats to bring the session to an abrupt end yesterday 
afternoon. Democratic leaders say they will convene the Legislative Emergency 
Board on Monday to decide how to allocate the $75 million in reserves it controls. 
The Oregonian and OregonLive reports that will include an emergency funding 
package for coronavirus response and flood disaster relief for the Umatilla Basin 
in Northeast Oregon. But the larger issues will have to wait. Governor Kate Brown 
said in a statement that she is open to calling a special session, but only if it will 
be a functioning session. Other proposals that died during the walkout were bond 
authorization for higher education building projects and an increase in the state’s 
tourism lodging tax, which would have provided—among other things—$20 
million dollars for next year’s World Track & Field Championships at Eugene’s 
Hayward Field. Democrats won supermajorities in both chambers during the 2018 
election but under the state Constitution, they needed at least two-thirds of all 
members present to have the quorum necessary to read and vote on bills. The 
Republican walkout was the third in 11 months in the state Senate. The last time 
the tactic was used was in 2001 when House Democrats — who at that time were 
in the minority — left Salem in order to stop a Republican redistricting plan. They 
returned after a week, after Senate Republicans offered a political compromise, 
and completed the work of the session. ; A new recall effort emerged against one 
of the Republican lawmakers who left the Capitol to protest environmental 
legislation. Oregon Public Broadcasting reports that Senator Chuck Thomsen of 
Hood River could face an election to remove him from office if organizers can 
gather enough signatures. A Hood River resident launched a recall petition 
against Thomsen because of his role in the walkout. In order to force a recall 
election, the petition effort must gather 9,025 valid signatures by June 2, 



according to the Secretary of State's Office. / ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE: 
Oregon Gov. Kate Brown has signed an executive order declaring a drought in 
Klamath County because of low snowpack and precipitation. The Capital Press 
reports Brown issued a drought declaration this week, saying that the extremely 
low water supply is causing natural and economic disaster conditions heading into 
spring and summer. The declaration allows for agricultural producers to apply for 
aid to help them recover crop losses during the summer months. The USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service says snowpack is 65% of normal in the 
Klamath Basin as of March 4. / SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT: In Douglas County, a 
Klamath Falls woman was rescued near Susan Creek Falls and the North 
Umpqua Trail on Wednesday night.  It came after dispatchers received a call 
shortly after 8:00 pm from the 40-year-old woman (Corrine Marie Compton), who 
said she had lost the trail and was slipping off the side of a cliff.  Douglas County 
Search and Rescue located the woman about a mile-and-a-half east of the Susan 
Creek walking bridge and below the North Umpqua Trail. They helped her out and 
walked out with her to the highway. She was uninjured, did not need medical 
attention. But she was hiking with a 12-week old blue nose pit bull which was 
wearing a red harness and a purple leash. The two became separated during and 
searchers were unable to locate the dog. So should anyone spot it while hiking 
along the North Umpqua Trail near Susan Creek, Douglas County Animal Control 
would like to hear from you. The number is 541-440-4471. / SAFETY, 
TRANSPORTATION: In recent years there have been a number of serious and 
fatal crossover crashes on sections of Oregon Highway 99, between Eugene and 
Junction City. But transportation experts say safety barriers in the median can 
help prevent this type of crash. Crews with the Oregon Department of 
Transportation this week began work to install two sections of the concrete 
barriers on Highway 99 between Milliron Road and Awbrey Lane. There are a few 
driveways along this stretch of the highway, so crews are creating breaks in the 
median barrier in those areas. Construction on the $1.5 million dollar project is 
taking place at night and started Monday evening. You can already see things 
taking shape. Expect intermittent lane closures. / SPORTS: Kat Tudor scored 24 
points and Mikayla Pivec scored 17 and the No. 14-ranked Oregon State women 
trounced Washington State 82-55 in the first round of the Pac-12 Conference 
Tournament. Oregon State, seeded sixth, advanced to play No. 3-seed and 
seventh-ranked Stanford today. The Beavers have won four straight following a 
four-game skid. ; Payton Pritchard led five Ducks players in double figures with 20 
points and the No. 13 Oregon men used an early scoring outburst to pull away 
from California in the first half and cruise to a 90-56 victory. The win moved the 
Ducks back into a tie with UCLA for first place in the Pac-12 with the regular 
season ending Saturday. Pritchard added nine assists in Oregon’s 21st 
consecutive home victory, including all 16 home games this season. ; On a night 
when Tres Tinkle became Oregon State’s all-time leading scorer, the senior 
forward scored 23 points to lead the Beavers to 68-65 victory over Stanford. 
Tinkle needed six points entering the game to pass Gary Payton atop Oregon 
State’s career scoring list. Ethan Thompson added 15 points for the Beavers (16-
13, 6-11 Pac-12), who snapped a four-game losing streak. / ELDERS: When it’s 
your birthday, how do you plan to celebrate? Up in Portland one week from 
tomorrow, Patrick Young says he’ll take part in a four-mile walk, the Shamrock 
Stride. Young will be turning 103. He’ll be joined by family and friends. / COVID-



19: Results are expected today after a number of passengers and crew members 
were tested for coronavirus aboard a cruise ship being held off the California 
coast.  One passenger on an earlier voyage of the ship died of the disease after 
he returned home in Northern California. At least four others became infected. 
While the more than 3,500 people aboard the Grand Princess were ordered to 
stay at sea, only 45 were tested. A California National Guard helicopter delivered 
test kits to the cruise ship, which is anchored off San Francisco.  Meanwhile, the 
U.S. death toll from the novel coronavirus has reached 12 and infections 
yesterday swelled to 233 cases, scattered across 18 states. Three of those are in 
Oregon. ; Vice President Mike Pence has pledged the full support of the Trump 
administration to Washington state officials as the coronavirus toll there continues 
to mount. The Seattle area has been the hardest hit by coronavirus outbreak in 
the U.S., with at least 70 confirmed infections—including a second case among 
Microsoft employees—and 12 dead. Pence toured the state's emergency 
response center yesterday and told workers, “We know you're the front line." 
Earlier, Pence called on members of the public to hold off on buying face masks 
unless they're sick, saying health professionals need the masks more. And he 
said the U.S. has made “real progress” in addressing a shortage of 
coronavirus test kits. ; Trump administration officials yesterday doubled down on 
their promise to deliver one million tests for the coronavirus this week. The pledge 
came as states reported limited testing supplies and federal lawmakers 
expressed doubts about the government's timeline. Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar told reporters Thursday that a private manufacturer 
authorized to create the test kits expects to ship them to U.S. laboratories by 
week's end. That would increase the testing capacity to roughly 400,000 people, 
since it takes multiple test samples to a confirm a result. ; President Trump has 
signed an $8.3 billion measure to help tackle the coronavirus outbreak in the U.S. 
The legislation provides federal public health agencies with money for expanded 
testing, potential treatments and money to help state and local governments 
prepare for and respond to the threat. There also are funds to help purchase 
vaccines once they’re developed. The money ramps up a multifaceted attack on 
the virus, which is spreading more widely every day, sending financial markets 
spiraling, disrupting travel and potentially threatening the U.S. economy's decade-
long expansion. ; The novel coronavirus has infected more than 100,000 people 
worldwide as it pushes its way past more borders and weaves itself deeper into 
daily lives. It's moved into more U.S. states with 233 cases and 13 deaths in this 
country. Cases were reported for the first time yesterday in Nevada, Colorado, 
Maryland and New Jersey. Elsewhere, the virus brought much of Italy to a 
standstill and the Vatican recorded its first case. Outbreaks forced mosques in the 
Middle East to halt weekly prayers, blocked pilgrims from Jesus' birthplace in 
Bethlehem, and threatened plans for the lighting of the Olympic torch in Greece. 
But cases are easing in China, where the virus emerged, and are slowing in 
South Korea, another epicenter. More than half of those who contracted the virus 
have recovered. And U.S. officials are projecting a lower death rate than initially 
feared. ; Stocks opened sharply lower on Wall Street and bond yields are sinking 
to more record lows as investors weigh the economic damage from the spreading 
coronavirus outbreak amid fears the disruption will be longer than previously 
thought. Major U.S. indexes are down more than 2 percent in the early going. 
Overnight, European markets were down even more and Asian indexes also 



closed sharply lower. The yield on the 10-year Treasury note dropped. Gold 
prices rose. And the price of oil fell as investors expressed doubt over whether 
OPEC can agree with Russia on cutting production to keep up with falling 
demand. ; The World Health Organization is urging global governments to pull out 
all the stops against the new virus. After many weeks, China appears to be 
winning its epic, costly battle against the outbreak. But the fight is revving up in 
newly affected areas of the globe and the disruption is profoundly impacting 
billions of people. The world health agency says there now are about 17 times as 
many new infections outside China as in it. That includes widening outbreaks are 
in South Korea, Italy and Iran. Countries desperate to slow the spread are 
tightening travel restrictions. ; Pet cats and dogs cannot pass the new coronavirus 
to humans, but they can test positive for low levels of the pathogen if they catch it 
from their owner. That's the conclusion of Hong Kong agricultural officials and 
other experts after a dog in quarantine tested weakly positive for the virus in 
samples from its nose and mouth. The agricultural department said it found no 
evidence that pets were a source of infection or could get sick themselves with 
the COVID-19 illness. It suggested, however, that pets from a household of an 
infected person be quarantined. ; The White House says it’s considering providing 
federal support for certain industries hardest hit by the coronavirus. Larry Kudlow, 
director of the president’s National Economic Council, tells reporters at the White 
House on Friday that the administration is not looking at a “massive” federal relief 
plan. Rather, it would be “timely and targeted and micro.” President Trump this 
morning signed an $8.3 billion measure to help tackle the coronavirus outbreak, 
but Kudlow notes that money was directed at the public health system. Certain 
industries focused on travel and tourism have been hard hit. The International Air 
Transport Association says the virus outbreak that began in China late last year 
could cost airlines as much as $113 billion in lost revenue. Kudlow says “we may 
have to go back to Congress for additional appropriations. That’s may. We don’t 
know yet.” Kudlow did not have a timeline for when a relief package could be 
developed. He says an across-the-board relief package is unnecessary because 
he claimed the hit is a temporary one. /  
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SPORTS: Sabrina Ionescu had 20 points, 12 assists and eight rebounds to lead 
the No. 3 Oregon women to an 89-56 victory over No. 7 Stanford in the women's 
Pac 12 tournament title game last night in Las Vegas. Ruthy Hebard added 24 
points, while Minyon Moore had 21 for the Ducks. The Ducks and Cardinal were 
playing for the tournament championship for a third consecutive year. Stanford 
won last year's championship and Oregon won in 2018. Oregon is expected to 
receive a No. 1 seed in the NCAA Tournament and should move up in the AP Top 
25 poll after No. 2 Baylor lost to Iowa State earlier Sunday. The women’s NCAA 
Tournament brackets will be revealed on Sunday. Oregon will play its first two 
games at Eugene’s Matthew Knight Arena and, assuming all goes well, will play 
the next two games of the Portland Regional in the Moda Center. ; Payton 
Pritchard scored 29 points, and the No. 13 Oregon men beat Stanford 80-67 to 
win the Pac-12 regular season title. Anthony Mathis added 14 points as the Ducks 
finished 17-0 at home. Will Richardson added 12 points for Oregon, which shot 57 
percent from the field. Oregon also made 10 of 19 3-pointers, including four each 
by Pritchard and Mathis. / COVID-19: Oregon Governor Kate Brown has declared 
a state of emergency to contain the new coronavirus after the number of 
confirmed cases rose to 14. The governor says Sunday’s declaration means the 
state's reserves of emergency healthcare professionals are being activated and 
state health officials will have broad authority to take immediate action. Today, 
lawmakers on the Legislative Emergency Board consider an emergency $5 
million request to help fund the fight against the virus. Health officials also say 
they are expanding testing with major hospitals and that telemedicine rules are 
being relaxed so sick people don't have to leave their homes and may instead 
consult with a health provider online. ; Oregon's Governor Kate Brown says state 
officials have reached an agreement with private health insurance companies to 
waive things such as co-payments, co-insurance and deductibles for Oregonians 
who undergo testing for COVID-19 at a facility within their insurance network. The 
agreement also will apply to a vaccine for the virus if and when it becomes 
available. The state is pursuing the same agreement with self-insured health 
plans. And Brown says Oregon is also seeking clarification from the federal 
government about exceptions to cost-sharing for Medicare Advantage plans, and 
health savings account-eligible high-deductible health plans. ; The University of 
Washington said it will stop holding classes for nearly 60,000 students at its three 
campuses and instead offer online instruction to help stop the spread of the worst 



coronavirus outbreak in the United States. At least 79 cases of COVID-19—the 
disease caused by the virus—have been confirmed in Washington state, with 
most in the Seattle area, with 13 deaths. Meanwhile, 30 medical professionals 
from the U.S. Public Health Service arrived Saturday to help assist staffers at the 
Kirkland, Washington, residential care facility where the outbreak is widespread 
and a number of patients have died from the coronavirus. ; Officials with the 
Oregon Health Authority and the Oregon Department of Education on Sunday 
recommended against closing schools. Officials noted that closing public schools 
when there have been no diagnosed cases of coronavirus in a district 
disproportionately affects families struggling to make ends meet. The guidance 
issued Sunday advised schools, colleges and universities to “consider all 
alternatives before closing a school” if the virus is detected among any in a 
school’s community. Pat Allen, director of Oregon Health Authority, said the 
guidance issued Sunday could be reevaluated if it’s determined the virus has a 
“significant impact” on young people. Right now, it seems to have a greater 
impact on elderly and those with compromised systems, he said, not the young. 
Oregon Department of Education Director Colt Gill “keeping schools open is the 
best option for our state and, most importantly, for our students.” That decision 
has the support of the Oregon PTA. ; Among the measures that state officials say 
schools and districts should consider increasing the frequency of handwashing for 
children, youth and adults. They also encourage stepped-up cleaning of school 
surfaces and high-traffic areas within school buildings. And they say staff should 
monitor and increase screening for possible signs of illness among students, staff 
and visitors. One phrase being used a lot in the health community is “social 
distancing,” which basically means don’t get to close to other people—a tactic that 
can reduce the spread of any infection. How do you do that at schools? Among 
the suggestions being discussed by school personnel and state officials is 
possibly staggering recess and lunch periods to reduce the number of students 
coming into close contact with each other during those times. School districts and 
higher education administrators have the option of closing a school or university if 
a number of many students and staff are affected by COVID-19, leaving the 
school unable to operate safely and effectively. But they say extended closures 
should viewed as a measure of last resort Instead, they say many school districts, 
colleges and universities should look at things like online learning while buildings 
are being cleaned. And they remind families to practice good hygiene and 
handwashing, adding that students should stay home if a child or teen is not 
feeling well. ; State health officials continue to recommend that you take everyday 
precautions to prevent the spread of many respiratory illnesses, including COVID-
19 and influenza: Cover your coughs and sneezes, wash your hands often with 
soap and water for 20 seconds, avoid close contact with people who are sick and 
avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. Most people 
with COVID-19 have mild symptoms. If you are feeling sick with mild symptoms 
and do not need to seek medical care, stay home while you recover. If you are 
sick and plan to seek care, please call before going in for care so arrangements 
can be made to prevent exposing others. For urgent medical needs, call 911. ; 
The Oregon State Public Health Laboratory is beginning to run low on certain 
components needed to test for the novel coronavirus. She said the lab is looking 
at resupplies from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
Washington state. The Oregon Health Authority didn’t immediately respond to 



emailed questions about the state seeking more testing materials. The slim 
supply of tests available is one reason why Oregon has limited testing to certain 
patients despite the U.S. Centers for Disease Control loosening its testing 
guidelines. She said the state would continue to test those patients that are the 
highest risk — those hospitalized, those who have symptoms of lower respiratory 
tract infections and do not have another reason for that such as influenza. Also 
tested will be people who have traveled from high-risk locations and those with 
known case contacts. State officials are finalizing agreements with major hospital 
systems to expand COVID-19 testing and expand locations where tests can be 
conducted safely, according to Pat Allen, director of the Oregon Health Authority. 
“It’s in the community, and many people are going to have respiratory symptoms 
that are mild,” she said. “We need to continue to ensure that our testing capacity 
is focused on those people at greatest risk and to investigate those contacts.” Dr. 
Paul Cieslak, medical director for communicable diseases and immunizations at 
the health authority, said the state lab is focusing its efforts on testing people who 
can shed epidemiological light on how the disease spreads. But, he said, private 
laboratories are “rapidly coming online” to provide more testing. Those tests will 
not be restricted, and physicians will be able to make the call whether or not to 
test patients. ; A Hillsboro middle school student tested positive for the novel 
coronavirus on Saturday, but state public health officials said Sunday that closing 
schools, colleges and universities across Oregon should be the last resort. The 
student attends South Meadows Middle School and is now at home in self-
isolation, said Mike Scott, superintendent of the Hillsboro School District. He said 
officials are working to determine if other students came in contact with the 
student. They did not say if the student came into contact with any adults in the 
school, or if any adults have exhibited symptoms. The student was present at 
school on Tuesday with mild symptoms, the school district told students, families 
and staff on Sunday. The school is being deep cleaned Sunday evening and will 
be open Monday. “Our first concern is for the student,” said Scott. “When 
symptom free, that student will be welcomed back.” The student, not identified by 
age, sex or grade, attended school for one day last week, said Dr. Christina 
Baumann, Washington County Health Officer. She said the student had “very mild 
symptoms,” and stayed home. Tests showed the student did have Covid-19, she 
said. Late Saturday night, school officials were notified the student attended 
Spring Meadows. “We confirmed that this morning,” Scott said. “We began a deep 
clean at the school. The school environment is safe. But I can tell you that people 
are concerned.” Scott said he expected teachers would be having conversations 
Monday with students about the virus. “We encourage students to come to 
school,” Scott said. “We believe every day matters.” The United Nations has 
reported that the spread of the virus has caused school closures in thirteen 
countries, disrupting the education of 290.5 million students globally, a figure the 
agency described as “without precedent.” A story in The Atlantic magazine 
explores what will happen if schools in the United States close for days, weeks or 
months: “After two weeks away from school, kids in the United States would be 
considerably behind schedule in their learning curricula—and many parents in the 
U.S. would be acutely inconvenienced without the daily meal service and child 
care that school inherently provides.”  ; Health officials say homeless people are 
particularly vulnerable to the coronavirus because they often don't have places to 
wash their hands, are already struggling with health problems and often camp in 



crowded, grimy places. Any coronavirus outbreak in those populations has 
implications not only for the homeless but their communities because of the 
potential for spread. There are large homeless populations along the West Coast, 
in Oregon, Washington and California. Now, health officials are working to 
formulate plans to contain the spread of the virus should cases occur in the 
homeless population. In Seattle's King County, officials have already installed 
more than one dozen module units where any homeless patients would be able to 
be treated apart from others living on the streets. ; The Egan Warming Center will 
activate nine sites tonight to offer cold-weather shelter to the homeless. ; Oregon 
Health Authority on Sunday confirmed seven new presumptive cases of the novel 
coronavirus, COVID-19. State officials also announced actions they are taking to 
slow the spread of the virus and protect Oregonians. It comes after governor Kate 
Brown issued an emergency declaration. Similar declarations have been issued in 
neighboring Washington state and California to allow officials to ramp up their 
efforts and free up funding and personnel for the public health push. Preparations 
to mobilize Oregon’s medical reserve corps to provide emergency support for 
vulnerable populations, ranging from frail, older adults; people with underlying 
health conditions; and members of the homeless population. Under the 
emergency declaration, state health officials are finalizing agreements with major 
hospital systems to expand locations where COVID-19 tests may be conducted 
safely. The online medical consultations known as “telemedicine” will become 
more widely available so patients may be screened, evaluated and treated by 
health care providers without coming into a clinic or hospital emergency 
department and risking spreading the illness. There’s also a push for an 
aggressive effort among health providers who serve older adults and vulnerable 
populations to increase prevention efforts, from increased handwashing and 
cleaning surfaces to what’s known as “social distancing.” ; Oregon’s new COVID-
19 cases bring the state’s total number of those who’ve tested positive for the 
coronavirus to 14. Of the seven new cases, one is in Douglas County, one is in 
Marion County and five are in Washington County.  That means there are now a 
total eight cases in Washington County, plus two announced over the weekend in 
Jackson County and one case each in Douglas, Marion, Klamath and Umatilla 
Counties. Health officials are working to trace all of those patients’ contacts in the 
days leading up to their diagnoses and monitor and test to determine if there are 
any additional cases. Four of the five new cases in Washington County were 
contacts of the county’s first three cases and had been under monitoring. The 
county’s fifth new case had no known contact with a confirmed case. The person 
also had not traveled from a country where the virus is circulating. Therefore, it is 
being investigated as a community-acquired case. The Marion County case had 
no previous contact with a confirmed case and is suspected of being community 
spread. The Douglas County case is being investigated as a community-spread 
case.  Oregon residents who would like more information on COVID-19 can call 
211. Dana Hargunani, M.D., chief medical officer at OHA, says the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention has identified people most at-risk of severe 
illness from COVID-19: older adults; people who have severe chronic medical 
conditions like heart, lung or kidney disease. She said older people are twice as 
likely to have serious COVID-19 illness.  Take the following steps to stay safe and 
healthy:  Minimize contact with people who may be ill. Avoid large public 
gatherings. Order prescriptions by mail. Take daily precautions: Wash your hands 



frequently, don’t touch anywhere on your face, and clean surfaces. ; Most people 
with COVID-19 have mild symptoms. If you are feeling sick with mild symptoms 
and do not need to seek medical care, stay home while you recover. If you are 
sick and plan to seek care, please call before going in for care so arrangements 
can be made to prevent exposing others. For urgent medical needs, call 911; be 
sure to inform them if you have been exposed to anyone with COVID-19. ; 
Federal and state officials in California were preparing this morning to receive 
thousands of people from a cruise ship that has been idling off the coast of San 
Francisco with at least 21 people aboard infected with the coronavirus. Fences 
were being installed at an 11-acre site at the Port of Oakland, as authorities 
readied flights and buses to whisk the more than 2,000 passengers aboard the 
Grand Princess to military bases or their home countries for a 14-day quarantine. 
There are more than 3,500 on the ship who hail from 54 countries.  The Port of 
Oakland was chosen for docking because of its proximity to an airport and a 
military base. U.S. passengers will be transported to military bases in California, 
Texas and Georgia, where they’ll be tested for the COVID-19 virus and 
quarantined. Members of the ship’s crew, 19 of whom have tested positive for the 
new virus, will be quarantined and treated aboard the ship, which will leave 
Oakland and dock elsewhere. The ship was held off the coast amid evidence it 
was the breeding ground for a cluster of at least 20 cases from a previous 
voyage.  Meanwhile, another cruise ship, the Regal Princess, pulled into a Florida 
port late Sunday night, after being held off the state’s coast for hours while 
awaiting coronavirus test results for two crew members, who did not have 
symptoms consistent with COVID-19. Another Princess ship, the Diamond 
Princess, was quarantined for two weeks in Yokohama, Japan, last month 
because of the virus. Ultimately, about 700 of the 3,700 people aboard became 
infected in what experts pronounced a public-health failure, with the vessel 
essentially becoming a floating germ factory. ; In the U.S., the number of 
infections climbed to 566 this morning with a death toll of 22, 19 of those in the 
Seattle, Washington area. Worldwide, the number of cases worldwide stands at 
more than 111,000. On Sunday, the U.S. State Department urged U.S. citizens 
against travel on cruise ships as officials said there was “increased risk of 
infection of COVID-19 in a cruise ship environment.” Private companies and some 
public venues in the U.S. have been taking safety measures in an effort to limit 
the virus’ spread. Several universities have begun online-only courses, including 
the University of Washington, Stanford University and Columbia University. The 
Oak Grove school district in Northern California, with 64,000 students, canceled 
classes for a week when it was discovered a family in the district was exposed to 
COVID-19. ; The Capitol's attending physician's office says “several” members of 
Congress had contact with a person who attended a recent political conference 
and subsequently developed the illness caused by the new coronavirus. The 
office said in a note to lawmakers the ill individual had recalled “specific names of 
people he had contact with during the meeting.” It says several of these 
individuals "were identified and were contacted” Saturday. It says their symptoms 
were reviewed and the individuals were considered to be at “low risk” of 
contracting the disease. On Sunday, Sen. Ted Cruz and Rep. Paul Gosar said 
they're isolating themselves after determining they had contact with the person at 
the conference. ; The Democratic leaders of the U.S. Congress are proposing 
paid sick leave for people affected by coronavirus outbreaks as well as other 



economic initiatives they say will help workers and their families. In a joint 
statement Sunday night, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer framed the proposals as a counter to the Trump 
administration’s call for tax cuts for major corporations reeling from the impact of 
the virus. The proposals include enhanced unemployment insurance benefits for 
those who may lose their jobs, and expanding food stamps, school lunches and 
other food-related assistance. ; The new coronavirus is posing a special 
challenge for nursing homes and other facilities that provide care for the elderly. 
Staff members are trying to strike a balance between protecting a particularly 
vulnerable population from illness and allowing their loved ones to visit. Some 
have started screening visitors before allowing them in. The federal government is 
now focusing all nursing home inspections on infection control, singling out 
facilities in cities with confirmed cases and those previously cited for not following 
protocol. ; Dozens of research groups around the world are racing to create a 
vaccine as coronavirus cases continue to grow. Early work in labs and in animals 
looks promising, and researchers hope to start first-step safety tests in young, 
healthy volunteers soon. Scientists are pursuing different types of vaccines for a 
better chance that one, or more, eventually might work. Some even are aiming for 
shots that might guard people's health a month or two at a time while longer-
lasting protection is developed. Still, experts warn it likely will be more than a year 
before vaccines are ready for widespread use. ; As U.S. sports leagues weigh 
whether to bar fans from ballparks and stadiums to help stall the coronavirus 
outbreak, San Francisco Giants pitcher Jeff Samardzija is one of the few players 
who can tell them exactly what that looks like. He pitched for the Chicago White 
Sox in a 2015 game played without fans in Baltimore due to riots in the city. “It’s 
not very fun,” he said. The NBA has already warned franchises that empty-
stadium games might prove necessary, as has already become common in 
Europe, Asia and the Middle East. With MLB's opening day, March Madness and 
the Masters coming up, athletes are worried about the prospect of locked-down 
venues. ; A Division III men's basketball NCAA Tournament game at Johns 
Hopkins University is believed to be the first U.S. sports event held without fans 
because of the new coronavirus. Yeshiva University beat Worcester (WUS'-tur) 
Polytechnic Institute in an empty gym occupied only by players, referees, 
employees and media members. The university says it was “prudent" to take this 
step after Maryland's recently confirmed COVID-19 cases and CDC guidelines for 
large gatherings. An NCAA advisory panel says it is not recommending games be 
canceled or held without fans. The campus gym was heavily disinfected Thursday 
night and between games Friday and there were police officers outside and signs 
on doors reading, “No spectators.” ; A cruise ship held off Florida's coast while 
two crew members were tested for the new coronavirus has docked at a port. The 
Regal Princess was to have docked Sunday morning in Port Everglades, but 
pulled into the port around 10 p.m. Princess Cruises said the test results came 
back negative. The two staffers had transferred weeks ago from the ship Grand 
Princess in California, where nearly two dozen aboard tested positive for the 
virus. Princess Cruises said the two crew members didn't exhibit any symptoms 
and were past the 14-day incubation period. ; Florida tourism officials say cases 
of the new coronavirus are having little visible impact on the theme park industry 
so far. George Ague leads a tourism promotion agency for Orlando and says 
there have only been a handful of inquiries about the virus by people planning 



trips to central Florida. But that could change at any moment. With spring break 
around the corner, cancellations could be devastating during one of the busiest 
times of the year in the Sunshine State. Theme parks in Asia have closed 
because of the virus. Orlando park officials say they're adding more hand 
sanitizers and monitoring the situation. ; It’s been an ugly Monday on Wall Street, 
where stocks plunged seven percent at the open, triggering a trading halt for 15 
minutes. When trading resumed, the indexes fell a bit more. The Dow was down 
close to 2,000 points at one point before rebounding a bit, and the S&P and 
Nasdaq had similar slides. The steep drop followed similar falls in Europe after a 
fight among major crude-producing countries jolted investors already on edge 
about the widening fallout from the outbreak of the new coronavirus. / 
COMMUNITY, YOUTH, SPORTS: Local youth sports nonprofit Kidsports has 
invited hundreds of volunteer coaches to leave their mark at Civic Park. This 
afternoon and Thursday afternoon from 3:00-5:00 p.m., current and former 
Kidsports coaches will have the opportunity to see the new fieldhouse at Civic 
Park firsthand. And they’ll be invited to sign the cement court foundations before 
the wood flooring is installed. Signing the court provides an opportunity for 
coaches to leave their mark on the new facility. It also allows Kidsports to 
recognize the strong foundation laid for the organization by volunteer coaches 
over the past 60 years. The fieldhouse at Civic Park will be the first headquarters 
owned by Kidsports in the organization’s 66-year history. The ground floor will 
include four middle school-size basketball courts which can convert to two NCAA-
size courts and be used for volleyball, pickleball, badminton, wrestling, futsal, and 
more. Locker rooms, a lobby, equipment storage, and a healthy snack alcove will 
also be located on the first floor. Upstairs, Kidsports will have offices and a 
conference room. This new office and gym space will allow Kidsports to expand 
their current offerings and launch new youth sports and physical activity 
programs. In addition to Kidsports events, the fieldhouse will host a range of 
sports and events for people of all ages. The flexible gym space allows the new 
facility to host everything from volleyball tournaments to business seminars. 
Kidsports will oversee operation of the interior space while Eugene Civic Alliance 
will manage the field and grandstand at Civic Park. / FISHERIES: 
Representatives from the National Marine Fisheries Service, Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, and the states of Oregon and California met Sunday 
afternoon to review the scheduled March and April recreational ocean Chinook 
salmon openings off Oregon: The planned ocean Chinook salmon (all-salmon-
except Coho) season will open as scheduled from Cape Falcon to Humbug 
Mountain on Sunday, March 15.  The bag limit will be two salmon, except closed 
to retention of Coho, with a minimum size of 24” for Chinook and a minimum size 
of 20” for steelhead. Seasons from May 6, 2020 through early May 2021 are 
being developed. A final season recommendation will be made at the Pacific 
Fishery Management Council meeting April 4-10 in Vancouver, Washington. The 
commercial troll salmon fishery that was scheduled to open on March 15 in the 
areas from Cape Falcon to the Oregon/California Border instead will remain 
closed to commercial troll salmon fishing for the period through April 14, and will 
open for all salmon except Coho on April 15 with a 28” minimum total length for 
Chinook Salmon. This planned opening will be reviewed again in early April and 
may be adjusted by further in-season action. The incidental commercial troll 
Pacific Halibut season will open for 2020 effective April 15 with the earliest 



commercial troll salmon seasons. The Pacific Halibut regulations include a ratio 
limit of 1 halibut per each 2 Chinook plus 1 halibut outside of the ratio, a 
maximum of 35 halibut per trip, and a minimum head-on total length of 32 inches. 
Fishery managers and industry representatives agreed that delaying the opening 
until April 15 was needed to help manage impacts on Klamath River fall Chinook 
in order to provide adequate opportunity as requested from fishery participants 
throughout the remainder of the fishing seasons that are currently under 
development. The April 15 opening date may still be modified by in-season action 
in early April. Seasons from May 1, 2020 through early May 2021 are currently 
being developed. Season alternatives will be reviewed and a final season 
recommendation made at the Pacific Fishery Management Council meeting April 
4-10 in Vancouver, Washington. / POLITICS: One day after Oregon's legislative 
session went down in flames, there was plenty of finger-pointing on Friday in 
Salem. Some of the bills that died were months in the making, with committee 
hearings and public testimony scheduled or already conducted. Among them was 
the one that triggered the boycott: A plan to put a price on greenhouse gas 
emissions and invest funds to transition away from fossil fuels. The House 
Republican leader blamed Democrats, saying they were unwilling to refer the 
climate bill to voters.  The Oregonian, the state's main newspaper, sharply 
criticized the Republicans. It said voters should decide if Republicans pay the 
price in coming elections. /  
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SPORTS: South Carolina remains at the top of the Associated Press Women’s 
College Basketball Top 25 poll but Oregon moved up one spot to Number 2. It 
came after the Ducks won the Pac-12 tournament over the weekend in Las Vegas 
and previous Number 2 Baylor dropped a notch after losing to unranked Iowa 
State. Oregon State holds at Number 14. Several other Pac-12 schools remain in 
the rankings, including Stanford in seventh, UCLA at Number 10, Arizona at 
Number 13, and Arizona at Number 25. ; Oregon's Payton Pritchard has been 
named Pac-12 Men's Basketball Player of the Year by the conference's coaches. 
And he remains on the short list for National Player of the Year, amid the 
unpredictability of this college basketball season. The Duck men held at No. 13 in 
this week’s Associated Press Top 25 college poll. / TRANSPORTATION: City of 
Eugene planners are working on a way to turn traffic-intensive Franklin Boulevard 
into a safer and more pleasant thoroughfare. The new design for Franklin 
Boulevard’s proposed “urban corridor” will be unveiled this afternoon at an Open 
House at the Ford Alumni Center. That’s the building just west of the Matthew 
Knight Arena on the University of Oregon campus. The drop-in session runs from 
3:30 – 6:30 p.m. The Open House is a child-friendly event. Light refreshments will 
be provided.  The idea is to improve Franklin between Alder Street and Interstate 
Five to make it safer and more friendly for pedestrians, people in wheelchairs, 
those on bicycles, skateboard sand scooters, as well as people riding Lane 
Transit buses. City planners and consultants have been working on a new design 
for the past year, aided by comments and suggestions from the public. You may 
add your thoughts at this afternoon’s session or online beginning Wednesday at 
eugene-or.gov/Franklin ; One travel lane of High Street from 19th to 11th 
Avenues is closed for a City of Eugene traffic evaluation. The closure is part of 
the “Central Eugene in Motion” study. City staff will be measuring drive time 
through the corridor, if traffic backs up, and movement of cars at intersections. 
During the evaluation, the bike lane, one travel lane, and on-street parking will 
remain open. The evaluation will last until Monday, March 23. Results of the 
evaluation will help planners determine the preferred street design for the 
Amazon to Riverfront corridor. For more details on the Central Eugene In Motion 
study visit the project page on Engage Eugene. / POLITICS, ENVIRONMENT: 
Democratic Governor Kate Brown is finalizing an executive order to cut Oregon's 
greenhouse gas emissions. Meanwhile, a panel of Oregon lawmakers on Monday 
allocated $5 million to back the effort, although Republicans opposed it and 



predicted a court fight. The decision by the 20-member joint emergency board 
came on the heels of the most acrimonious legislative session in recent Oregon 
history. It came to an abrupt end Friday amid a GOP walkout — over climate 
change legislation — with only three bills passed and more than 100 dying in 
committee, the climate issue among them. Brown's office had no immediate 
comment on the upcoming executive orders. / COVID-19: Experts with the 
Oregon Health Authority say there were no new cases of COVID-19, the illness 
caused by the coronavirus, confirmed in the state yesterday. 226 are still under 
monitoring; 291 have either completed monitoring or were determined to have no 
risk; Samples for 52 patients await results; Samples for 165 patients have tested 
negative for COVID-19; Samples for 14 patients have tested positive. One of the 
presumptive positive tests has been confirmed by the CDC. Meantime, there’s 
more focus on how best to protect older adults, especially in the wake of the 
outbreak at the Seattle-area residential care facility that has left more than one 
dozen frail elders dead. The CDC has reported that older adults may be at a 
higher risk for serious illness from COVID-19 and many are wondering what this 
means for the health of their loved ones. Here are some things you can do to 
protect the older adults in your life and those at higher risk: Help them stay at 
home, make sure they access to adequate food and medicine, limit close contact 
if they have symptoms but designate someone who brings them food and 
medicines. ; Oregon is beginning to see some of its first conference and event 
cancellations because of concerns about the coronavirus. An annual medical 
conference of oncology experts will not take place later this week in Portland. A 
scientific tech conference set for Wednesday through Friday in Portland has 
postponed. A weekend gathering of board game fans from around the world, 
Burning Cat, is being postponed from mid-May to 2021. ; Amid concerns about 
the possible spread of coronavirus in nursing homes, assisted living, residential 
care and memory care communities, the Oregon Department of Human Services 
is sending licensing oversight teams to facilities across the state. They want to 
ensure that staff at the facilities are up-to-speed on the best ways to prevent and 
treat illness and have updated pandemic response plans and infection control 
procedures. There are more than 670 such facilities across Oregon. If a location 
needs improvement, members of the licensing oversight teams say they will 
provide technical assistance to help get the staff’s infection control and 
emergency planning up to-date. While state officials’ priority is facilities that serve 
older adults and people with disabilities, the agency also will review emergency 
plans for other facilities it oversees, such as children’s residential programs. ; 
Concerns about coronavirus are putting lives at risk as fewer people step up to 
donate blood, prompting the cancellation of blood drives around the Northwest. 
Officials with BloodWorks Northwest, which operates 12 donations centers in the 
region, including here in Eugene, warn the Pacific Northwest’s blood supply is at 
risk of collapse in the coming days. Close to 60 percent of the community’s blood 
supply comes from blood drives. Bloodworks is urging the people to step up and 
donate to help maintain critical supplies for those who need it, including surgery 
patients, children and adults experiencing trauma, those going through cancer 
treatment, and premature babies. Donating blood is a safe activity. Health officials 
say there have been NO reported cases of coronavirus transmission through 
blood donation anywhere in the world. Bloodworks staff routinely sanitize 
donation areas, chairs, surfaces and common objects like door knobs and light 



switches, and use hand sanitizer. Bloodworks has posted information addressing 
questions and concerns for blood donors at bloodworksnw.org/coronavirus Blood 
donation takes about an hour from registration to post-donation refreshment. 
Information about who can donate and where, is available at 
www.bloodworksnw.org ; Major Seattle businesses including Amazon, Microsoft, 
Starbucks and Alaska Airlines are chipping in to help those hit hardest 
economically by the new coronavirus. The companies joined with the city of 
Seattle, King County and the Seattle Foundation on Monday to announce $2.5 
million in donations to a new philanthropic fund. The effort intends to give out an 
initial round of “rapid response grants” in the next few weeks. The money will go 
to local organizations that help people who don't have health insurance or access 
to sick days, people with limited English language proficiency, healthcare and gig 
economy workers, and communities of color. ; Scammers love it when people are 
afraid. With concerns growing about the spread of coronavirus, they’re setting up 
websites to sell bogus products—and using fake emails, texts, and social media 
posts to take advantage of consumers' looking for quick cures. Some ask for 
donations for virus patients. But the appeals are fake. The criminals are looking to 
steal your money and your personal information.  Oregon Consumer Fraud 
investigators warn that some of these emails, texts and social media posts 
contain malicious email attachments and if you click to open them, they’ll 
download malware onto your device. Don't fall for these scams! In order to avoid 
becoming a victim of a coronavirus-related scam, follow these six tips: Do Not 
Click on links from sources you don't know. They could download a virus onto 
your computer or device. Make sure the anti-malware and anti-virus software on 
your computer is up to date. One virus to worry about is enough! For the most up-
to-date information about the coronavirus, visit the websites of the Oregon Health 
Authority, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the World Health 
Organization. If you receive an email or text claiming to be from one of these, do 
not click - it might be an imposter scam. Ignore online offers for vaccinations. 
There is no coronavirus vaccine. If you see ads touting prevention, treatment, or 
cure claims for the coronavirus, ask yourself: if there's been a medical 
breakthrough, would you really be hearing about it for the first time through an ad 
or sales pitch? Give wisely when it comes to donations, whether through charities 
or crowdfunding sites. Don't let anyone rush you into making a donation. If 
someone wants donations in cash, by gift card, or by wiring money, don't do it. Be 
suspicious of "investment opportunities." The Securities and Exchange 
Commission warns some online promotions, including on social media, claim that 
the products or services of publicly-traded companies can prevent, detect, or cure 
coronavirus and that the stock of these companies will dramatically increase. And 
if you encounter excessive prices for things like face masks, toilet paper and hand 
sanitizer, contact the Oregon Department of Justice's Consumer Hotline. To reach 
the Oregon Department of Justice's Consumer Hotline, call 1-877-877-9392 or 
visit www.oregonconsumer.gov ; Federal regulators are warning seven 
companies to stop selling soaps, sprays and other concoctions with false claims 
that they can treat the new coronavirus — or keep people from catching it. There 
are no approved treatments for the virus, and none are likely to be ready for 
months or years. The Food and Drug Administration and the Federal Trade 
Commission sent warnings on Friday to the companies, which are based in the 
U.S., Canada and the U.K. Nearly all the companies complied by then, with 



mentions of the virus or products to treat it removed from their websites. ; 
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has outlined a list of requirements for long-term care 
facilities aimed at helping to stop the spread of the new coronavirus, including 
placing limits on visitors and screening workers for symptoms. At a news 
conference Tuesday Inslee also said the state is preparing for many more cases 
than have been reported, potentially tens of thousands, based on estimates of the 
spread of the disease. The state has experienced the worst outbreak of COVID-
19 in the nation, with at least 22 deaths. Nineteen of those deaths are linked to 
the Life Care Center, a nursing home in Kirkland. Health officials report more than 
160 cases statewide. ; A cruise ship with a cluster of coronavirus cases began 
unloading passengers at a port in the San Francisco Bay Area after it was forced 
to idle off the California coast for days. The Grand Princess pulled into the Port of 
Oakland on Monday. Health and Human Services said officials hope to unload 
about half the 2,400 passengers Monday. After several people who needed 
medical care were removed, dozens of Canadians came off and were standing in 
lines outside two tents displaying Canadian flags. Americans will be transported 
to military bases in California, Texas and Georgia to be tested for the COVID-19 
virus and quarantined. ; A cruise ship held off Florida's coast while two crew 
members were tested for the new coronavirus has docked at a port. The Regal 
Princess was to have docked Sunday morning in Port Everglades, but pulled into 
the port around 10 p.m. Princess Cruises said the test results came back 
negative. The two staffers had transferred weeks ago from the ship Grand 
Princess in California, where nearly two dozen aboard tested positive for the 
virus. Princess Cruises said the two crew members didn't exhibit any symptoms 
and were past the 14-day incubation period. ; Thousands of passengers on an 
additional Princess Cruises ship are being kept on board while crew members get 
tested for COVID-19. The Caribbean Princess, on a 10-day trip to the Panama 
Canal, was scheduled to dock in Grand Cayman on Monday. But the cruise line 
said it will keep passengers and crew from disembarking, and instead will pick up 
test kits after notifying the CDC that two crew members had transferred from a 
Princess ship in California where a guest had tested positive for COVID-19. The 
company says the crew members being tested are currently not showing 
symptoms and are remaining alone in their rooms out of an abundance of caution 
as the ship returns to Fort Lauderdale. ; President Trump says his administration 
will ask Congress to pass payroll tax relief as he looks to calm financial markets' 
fears over the impact of the coronavirus epidemic. Trump told reporters Monday 
that the administration is seeking “very substantial relief." Trump stepped forward 
with the contours of an initiative after markets dropped sharply and as the 
outbreak spread. Several Trump confidants in Congress disclosed they were 
isolating themselves after potential exposure to the virus. One traveled with the 
president from Florida on Air Force One on Monday; another is his just-tapped 
new chief of staff. ; American political leaders are grappling with a public health 
and economic maelstrom — as well as concerns for their own safety. This, as 
fears about the coronavirus outbreak roil financial markets. The White House 
says it's conducting “business as usual,” playing down the political consequences 
of an epidemic that poses one of the greatest tests yet to President Trump's 
administration. On Capitol Hill, at least two lawmakers are in self-quarantine as 
discussions continue on how to address the virus outbreak and economic volatility 
and keep the government functioning. Trump lashed out in tweets Monday, 



protesting the steep market drop and news that large public gatherings are being 
called off because of the virus. ; Global stock markets have rebounded from 
record-setting declines after President Trump said he would ask for a tax cut and 
other steps to ease the pain of a spreading coronavirus outbreak. The gains 
follow Wall Street's biggest one-day drop since the 2008 global crisis. Oil prices 
also bounced back from a record-setting fall. Benchmarks in London, Frankfurt, 
Shanghai and Tokyo advanced. Stocks fell sharply Monday on Wall Street on a 
combination of coronavirus fears and plunging oil prices, triggering a brief, 
automatic halt in trading to let investors catch their breath. The drop in oil prices 
came after a squabble among major oil producers about output levels, which 
caused crude prices to plummet 25 percent. Monday's global selloff also reflected 
alarm over mounting economic damage from the coronavirus that emerged in 
China in December. ; The Dow Jones Industrial Average sank 7.8 percent, its 
steepest drop since the financial crisis of 2008, as a free-fall in oil prices and 
worsening fears of fallout from the spreading coronavirus outbreak seize markets. 
The sharp drops triggered the first automatic halts in trading in two decades. The 
price of oil plunged nearly 25 percent after Saudi Arabia indicated it would ramp 
up production after Russia refused to production cutbacks in response to falling 
demand. Europe fell into a bear market. U.S. stocks are now down 19 percent 
from the peak they reached last month. Bond yields plumbed new lows as 
investors sought safety. ; The status of three San Jose Sharks hockey games, the 
NCAA women's basketball tournament at Stanford and one Major League Soccer 
game are in doubt. Santa Clara County has announced a ban of all large 
gatherings of at least 1,000 people for the rest of the month in response to the 
coronavirus outbreak. The announcement came hours after the public health 
department announced the first death in the county from COVID-19. A woman in 
her 60s had been hospitalized for several weeks with the virus before dying. 
There are 43 cases of the coronavirus in Santa Clara County. ; The NBA, NHL, 
Major League Baseball and Major League Soccer are closing access to locker 
rooms and clubhouses to all non-essential personnel in response to the 
coronavirus crisis. The leagues made the announcement in a joint statement 
Monday night. The leagues said they made the decision "after consultation with 
infectious disease and public health experts." They say the changes will be 
temporary and that media will still have access to players. ; In the nation’s capitol, 
several hundred people are being asked to self-quarantine after potential 
exposure to the first identified case of the new coronavirus in Washington, D.C. 
Officials say the rector of prominent Episcopal church in the suburb of 
Georgetown might have spread the virus to patrons attending services and events 
during a six-day period. The parishioners are being asked to self-quarantine for 
two weeks from the date of their visit to the church. ; Princeton University says it 
is restricting large gatherings and urging students to remain home after spring 
break and take classes online in the wake of the spread of the coronavirus. 
President Christopher Eisgruber says in a letter to the university community that 
the measures are necessary even though the school currently has no confirmed 
cases. All lectures and seminars will switch to online beginning March 23. The 
restrictions will remain in place until April 5, when university officials will conduct a 
review. The university also is restricting school-sponsored travel. For most 
people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough. ; Schools across the United States are preparing to move 



classes online if the new coronavirus forces their buildings to shut down, but it's 
leading to concerns about students who don't have access to the internet at 
home. Some schools have already instituted "virtual days" during closures caused 
by the virus. Others are cancelling classes entirely and treating it like a snow day. 
Districts around the country are making plans to shift online if the virus arrives, 
with some providing tablets and WiFi hotspots to students. Others plan to make 
up any canceled days at the end of the year. For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough. / 
MILITARY: American military personnel have begun leaving Afghanistan for the 
initial troop withdrawal required in the U.S.-Taliban peace agreement. A 
spokesman for U.S. forces in Afghanistan says it comes amid plans to cut the 
number of American forces in the country from about 13,000 to 8,600 over the 
next four and a half months. One U.S. official says hundreds of troops have 
headed out of the country and will not be replaced. /  
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SPORTS: Pac-12 men’s basketball games featured one of the closest conference 
races in the country during the regular season. Five teams were within two games 
of the lead heading into the final week and No. 13 Oregon clinched the title on the 
final day of the season. The parity should make for a fun conference tournament, 
which begins today in Las Vegas. The Ducks are a “bye” in the opening round but 
Oregon State meets Utah at noon in a contest that will be broadcast on the Pac-
12 Network. The tournament champion will be crowned Saturday. Oregon coach 
Dana Altman says the Pac-12 could have seven NCAA Tournament teams, with 
others hoping to earn a spot. ; Oregon guard Payton Pritchard is the unanimous 
choice as The Associated Press Pac-12 player of the year. Pritchard received all 
10 votes from a media panel who cover the conference after becoming the fourth 
player in Pac-12 history to lead the conference in scoring and assists. He was 
joined on the first team Oregon State forward Tres Tinkle. / COVID-19: Lane 
County opened a call center yesterday morning to answer community questions 
regarding the Novel Coronavirus, also known as COVID-19. The call center, 
which may be reached by calling 541-682-1380, is part of the Joint Information 
Center established on Monday by Lane County Health & Human Services to get 
the most accurate information out to community members. While Lane County still 
does not have any positive cases of COVID-19 at this time, the call center will 
provide community members a way to access up-to-date information. The call 
center will be staffed by Lane County Health and Human Services employees and 
will be available Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for non-
emergency inquiries related to COVID-19. Community members experiencing an 
emergency medical event are asked to call 9-1-1. ; Oregon health officials say a 
15th person in the state has been diagnosed with the coronavirus. The case 
announced Tuesday is the first in Portland’s populous Multnomah County. The 
patient is being treated at Portland Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Oregon's 14 
other confirmed cases are scattered across the state, with a cluster in 
Washington County, as well as patients in Marion, Douglas, Umatilla, Jackson 
and Klamath Counties. On Tuesday evening, the Oregon Department of Human 
Services followed Washington state in issuing a policy to limit exposure to 
COVID-19 at long-term care facilities. The total number of COVID-19 deaths in 
Washington has reached at least 24 with 19 tied to a Kirkland nursing home. ; 
Oregon officials yesterday (Tues., Mar. 10) issued new guidelines to help long-
term care facilities limit the exposure of residents to COVID-19. Older adults with 



chronic underlying medical conditions or with compromised immune systems from 
chemotherapy and other treatments are considered the most vulnerable to the 
coronavirus. The guidance directs nursing, assisted living and residential care 
facilities, including those providing memory care, to:  Restrict visitation to only 
essential individuals; Limit those visitors to two per resident at a given time; 
Screen all visitors for respiratory or other symptoms that might indicate a COVID-
19 infection and inquire about whether visitors recently traveled to an affected 
geographic area or high-risk setting prior to entering the facilities; and the long-
term care facilities staff is also being told to document the screenings for all 
visitors and limit community outings. At the same time, state officials say long-
term care staff should do what they can to support residents’ access to 
socialization, including by telephone and through online chat, when visitors are 
not able to enter the facility. State health officials say they realize the restrictions 
are a hardship for many residents and family members, but feel it is the best way 
to protect a vulnerable population during the health emergency. They recommend 
all older adults and people with underlying conditions work to stay healthy by: 
Minimizing contact with people who may be ill. Avoiding large public gatherings. 
Ordering prescriptions by mail. Taking daily precautions:  washing your hands 
frequently, not touching your face, and cleaning surfaces. ; Lane County health 
officials on Tuesday answered some general questions about coronavirus and 
COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus: Is Lane County planning to declare 
an emergency? Yes, if it becomes necessary. Over this last weekend, the 
Governor’s Office declared a state of emergency. This opens up a funding stream 
for resources and assistance through Oregon Health Authority, which is leading 
the response efforts with Oregon Emergency Management. Officials have 
prepared declaration documentation so that they can move quickly if we start 
seeing cases locally or the disease spread changes. Can Lane County Public 
Health provide a work release letter for me or my employees? No. If you are an 
official Person Under Monitoring (PUM) for the COVID-19 investigation, Lane 
County Public Health can work with your employer to clear you to return to work. 
For all other individuals, Lane County Public Health cannot provide clearance for 
return to work. Please contact your medical provider. Only your medical provider 
can order testing for COVID-19. Should people avoid large gatherings or public 
spaces? Currently, Lane County Public Health is not advising community 
members to avoid large gatherings or public places. We are currently asking 
people to use the same caution they would use during flu season when it comes 
to public spaces. Individuals with a condition that affects their lungs or breathing 
(like asthma or COPD) or individuals who are 65+ should always exercise caution 
regarding large gatherings this time of year. We recommend all residents take 
everyday precautions to prevent the spread of many respiratory illnesses, 
including COVID-19 and influenza: Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue 
and then throw the tissue in the trash. Wash your hands often with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not readily available, use an 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60 percent alcohol. Avoid 
close contact with people who are sick. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and 
mouth with unwashed hands. Clean and disinfect surfaces that are often touched. 
Take care of your health overall. Staying current on your vaccinations (including 
the flu vaccine), eating well and exercising all help your body stay resilient. ; 
Health officials continue to urge all Oregonians to take steps to protect those who 



are most vulnerable to complications from COVID-19. Those considered “high 
risk” include adults 60 and older, or anyone with a serious health condition, 
including lung or heart problems, kidney disease, or diabetes, or anyone who has 
a suppressed immune system. People vulnerable to complications should follow 
federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommendations to stay 
home as much as possible and avoid gatherings. Every resident should take 
these basic steps to protect those most at risk: Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with 
unwashed hands. Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze. Stay 
home if you feel ill. The COVID-19 virus spreads like the flu, when someone who 
is sick coughs or sneezes close to another person (close means about six feet). 
After someone contracts COVID-19, illness usually develops within 14 days. 
Symptoms mirror those of the flu, including fever, cough, runny nose, headache, 
sore throat and general feelings of illness. That has made it more difficult for 
health officials to identify sick individuals and stop the virus from spreading. As 
testing capacity increases — with Labcorp and Quest Diagnostics online, and 
clinical laboratories at some Oregon hospitals expected to begin testing by next 
week — officials expect the number of people who test positive with COVID-19 to 
rise. Also on Tuesday the Oregon State Public Health Laboratory received eight 
additional testing kits from the CDC, which allows for testing of up to 4,800 
people. “We are not going to isolate and quarantine our way out of this 
pandemic,” Dr. Vines said. “We are working with our partners on mass gathering 
guidance, at schools, places where people gather and mix, to spread people out. 
“We are not talking anymore about stopping the spread of this virus,” she said. 
“Without a vaccine and without medicine, our best bet as a community is to slow 
the spread so those who do get seriously ill can get the care they need from our 
health system.” ; Washington state's governor is planning to announce a ban on 
gatherings and events of more than 250 people across the Seattle metro area in 
an effort to contain his state’s coronavirus outbreak. Gov. Jay Inslee has 
scheduled a news conference in Seattle for Wednesday to outline the anticipated 
ban, which would apply to King, Pierce and Snohomish counties, the most 
populous counties in the Seattle-Tacoma metro area. The counties are home to 
almost 4 million people. Sources say the order would not apply to workplaces and 
is not expected to include schools. ; Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has outlined a 
list of requirements for long-term care facilities aimed at helping to stop the 
spread of the new coronavirus, including placing limits on visitors and screening 
workers for symptoms. At a news conference Tuesday Inslee also said 
Washington state is preparing for many more cases than have been reported, 
potentially tens of thousands, based on estimates of the spread of the disease. As 
of Tuesday morning, health officials reported more than 160 cases 
statewide. Washington state has experienced the worst outbreak of COVID-19 in 
the nation, with at least 22 deaths. Nineteen of those deaths are linked to the Life 
Care Center, a nursing home in Kirkland. ; There are more than 120-thousand 
cases of coronavirus worldwide but health officials note that more than half of 
those patients, 65-thousand, have recovered. The death toll stands at 43-hundred 
but the vast majority are in China. The U.S. has 1,039 reported cases this 
morning, with 29 deaths. Twenty-three of those are in Washington state with most 
related to that residential care facility in the city of Kirkland. ; Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin said Wednesday that a top priority for the Trump administration 



is to provide support for businesses that have been adversely affected by 
disruptions from the virus. Testifying before a House Appropriations 
subcommittee, Mnuchin said the administration was looking to increase lending 
by the Small Business Administration “dramatically” to help small and medium-
sized business. Mnuchin said the administration was also exploring ways to 
provide support to airlines, cruise ship lines, hotels and other businesses in the 
travel industry that have been hurt by a sharp drop in travel. Those industries 
have been among the biggest losers in the recent sell-off on Wall Street. He said 
the administration was also working with Congress to find ways to reimburse 
workers who lose days off work because they are sick or are staying home to self-
quarantine. ; Speaker Nancy Pelosi is moving swiftly toward House passage of a 
coronavirus aid package possibly this week. It comes as Congress rebuffs 
President Donald Trump's proposed payroll tax break and focuses instead on sick 
pay and other resources to more immediately help workers hit by the crisis. Pelosi 
plans to unveil the measure Wednesday. Votes are possible Thursday. Pelosi is 
in talks with Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. Pressure is mounting on 
Trump's administration and lawmakers to act to contain the virus and respond to 
the financial fallout. Democrats want low-cost virus testing, sick pay and other 
measures for workers struggling to keep paychecks coming as the outbreak 
disrupts workplaces. ; Airlines are slashing flights and freezing hiring as they 
experience a sharp drop in bookings and a rise in cancellations in the face of the 
spreading coronavirus. Delta said Tuesday that travel demand has fallen so badly 
in the past week that it expects one-third of seats to be empty this month on 
flights within the U.S. The drop in travel demand is across the board -- business 
travelers are grounded as meetings and conferences are being canceled, and 
leisure travelers are avoiding unnecessary trips. Delta says fear of travel is felt 
most sharply among people over 55, and it’s worse on the West Coast than the 
East Coast. ; Immigrant rights groups want U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement to release detainees at its Washington state jail who are at high risk 
from the coronavirus. In a letter sent to ICE late Monday, the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Washington, the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project and 
Columbia Legal Services said ICE should release on parole any detainees who 
are older than 60, pregnant, or who have underlying conditions. It wasn't 
immediately clear how many detainees at ICE's 1,575-bed Northwest detention 
center in Tacoma might fall into that category. ICE said it is following guidance 
from health officials but gave no indication it is considering releases. ; Colleges 
nationwide are shutting down campuses with plans to continue instruction online, 
leaving some students distressed over where to go and professors puzzled over 
how to run higher education in the time of coronavirus. Dozens of colleges have 
canceled in-person classes temporarily or the balance of the semester. Harvard 
on Tuesday directed undergraduates to leave the Ivy League campus by the end 
of the week and not to return after spring break. With more campuses canceling 
classes by the day, the potential impact looms large into the spring for final 
exams, new student tours and graduation ceremonies. ; Walmart is enacting an 
emergency leave policy for its 1.4 million hourly U.S. workers that allowing them 
to take time off without penalty if they fear the spread of a new virus. The nation's 
largest private employer said Tuesday that a worker at its store in Cynthiana, 
Kentucky, tested positive for the COVID-19, the disease caused by the new 
coronavirus. The worker is receiving medical care and her condition is improving, 



according to an internal memo. The retailer consulted with state and local health 
experts after learning of the case, reinforced its cleaning and sanitizing protocol, 
and the store remains open after Walmart conferred with the state government. ; 
President Trump has pitched his proposed payroll tax break on Capitol Hill as 
pressure mounts on the administration and Congress to work more vigorously to 
contain the coronavirus outbreak and respond to the financial fallout. Trump's 
economic team joined in presenting the economic stimulus package privately to 
wary Senate Republicans. They've been cool to additional spending at this stage. 
Democrats are preparing their own package of low-cost virus testing, 
unemployment insurance and sick pay for workers struggling to keep paychecks 
coming as the outbreak disrupts workplaces. ; A 20-something college student 
from suburban St. Louis has been diagnosed with the new coronavirus, and the 
potential exposure of hundreds of other people explains why COVID-19 is 
generating such fear. The woman didn’t know she had the virus as she flew home 
from a study abroad program in Italy, landing at O'Hare International Airport in 
Chicago. She took a train to a St. Louis station shared by Amtrak and bus service. 
Her father, who was exposed to her but shows no signs of illness, went to a 
coffee shop and took another daughter to a father-daughter dance and a house 
party. ; The Food and Drug Administration is halting most inspections of overseas 
plants that ship drugs, medical equipment and other goods to the U.S. amid the 
growing coronavirus outbreak. Tuesday's announcement follows a move last 
month delaying inspections at plants in China, where the virus first appeared. The 
FDA uses inspections to assure the safety and quality of packaged food, drugs, 
cosmetics, medical supplies and other products. Last year the agency conducted 
more than 3,100 foreign inspections. The FDA plans to use alternate methods to 
monitor import safety, including sampling goods that reach U.S. ports. ; Vast 
areas of U.S. life are being impacted by the spreading coronavirus outbreak, from 
bans on large public gatherings to empty stadiums at sports games. Lawmakers 
and health officials are trying to limit contact with those who are infected. 
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee is expected to announce a ban on large events — 
including sports — in virtually the entire Seattle metro area. New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo says schools and other gathering places will be shut down for two 
weeks in a containment zone in New Rochelle, a suburb of New York City. The 
area accounts for the majority of the state's 173 coronavirus cases. ; Clusters of 
the coronavirus are swelling in the U.S, with 70 cases now tied to a Boston 
biotech conference and cases reported at 10 Washington state nursing homes. 
New York's governor says he is sending National Guard troops to scrub surfaces 
and deliver food in and around the New York City suburb of New Rochelle at the 
center of the nation's biggest known cluster of cases. In California, thousands of 
passengers aboard a cruise ship struck by the virus continue slowly 
disembarking, being screened before they board buses to head for quarantine, 
either in the U.S. or in their home countries. ; The flu, the common cold and the 
new coronavirus are circulating at the same time and patients and doctors are 
parsing who needs what tests or care. Differences in symptoms can help tell 
which virus is to blame. Flu comes on suddenly and more severely than a cold, 
often with a higher fever, aches, chills and a dry cough. Symptoms of the new 
coronavirus include a cough, shortness of breath and a fever that may not appear 
right away. Doctors urge patients to call ahead if they're sick and not just show up 
seeking care. It's not too late to get a flu shot. For most people, the new 



coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, like fever and cough. 
According to the World Health Organization, coronavirus has killed about 4,300 
people during the first four months of the outbreak. Flu kills 290,000 to 650,000 
every year around the world. ; The Zac Brown Band, Carlos Santana, and 
Pentatonix are the latest entertainers to call off concert dates because of 
concerns over the new coronavirus. Zac Brown Band say they are putting off the 
spring leg of The Owl Tour, which was supposed to begin tomorrow in St. Louis. 
The band plans to reschedule those dates and resume touring in May. Santana 
and Pentatonix are scubbling their European tours. Among the other acts who 
recently called off concerts because of the virus are Pearl Jam, Madonna, Ciara, 
Khalid (kah-LEED') and Mariah Carey. ; The Coachella and Stagecoach festivals 
have been postponed amid concerns about the new coronavirus. Concert 
promoter Goldenvoice, which stages both festivals in Indio, California, says the 
decision was made after consulting with local health authorities. Coachella was 
supposed to be the weekends of April 10 and 17. It will now be the weekends of 
Oct. 9 and 16. The headliners are Rage Against The Machine, Travis Scott and 
Frank Ocean. The Stagecoach festival, featuring Thomas Rhett, Carrie 
Underwood and Eric Church, was supposed to be the weekend of April 24. It will 
now move to the weekend of Oct. 23. Refunds will be offered. ; After the Ultra 
Music Festival in Miami was called off because of concerns over the coronavirus, 
ticketholders found out they will not get refunds. The Miami Herald reports 
ticketholders have received notice that their tickets will be good for the festival 
next year or in 2022. Ticket holders have 30 days to decide which concert they'll 
attend. Ultra officials say they are working on a "digital online Ultra experience," 
as well as early admittance at future festivals for a special headliner DJ set, 
discounted upgrades, and discounts on merchandise. Technically, Ultra is not 
canceled, but postponed until next year. Ultra was supposed to begin next week, 
featuring David Guetta (GET'-ah), The Chainsmokers, Afrojack, Cash Cash, 
Martin Garrix and Galantis. ; The "Dr. Phil" daytime talk show will tape without a 
studio audience for roughly two weeks as a precaution against the new 
coronavirus. The show typically tapes with an audience of about 300 people at 
Paramount Studios in Los Angeles. A statement announcing the decision 
Tuesday says it will affect 12 shows, and audience shows are expected to 
resume the week of March 23. The announcement came a day after the popular 
game shows "Jeopardy!" and "Wheel of Fortune" said they would record 
upcoming shows without audiences. ; The buffet is closed in Las Vegas. One of 
the largest resort operators in Las Vegas is temporarily closing buffets at all of its 
Las Vegas Strip casino-resorts as a precaution amid concerns over the spread of 
the new coronavirus.  MGM Resorts international announced that it will close the 
all-you-can-eat restaurants starting Sunday and re-evaluate the closure every 
week. Buffets, where diners pay a flat fee and often serve themselves at various 
food stands with unlimited proportions, are a signature staple of most casinos in 
the gambling destination. MGM said the decision to close buffets was made out of 
an abundance of caution and was not recommended by any health officials. ; 
Major League Baseball continues to deal with the virus outbreak. A person 
familiar with the deliberations told The Associated Press that if MLB can't play in 
front of fans at a team's home ballpark because of the outbreak, the sport's first 
preference likely would be to switch games to the visiting team's stadium if 
possible. The Mariners are scheduled to host the Rangers when MLB opens the 



season on March 26, but the Seattle area has been hit hard by the virus. MLB 
anticipates government officials will decide whether it is safe to play in front of 
fans in each city. If changes to the schedule are necessary, MLB would make 
determinations at the point when a ballpark has been ruled out. In other virus-
related sports news: The Ivy League is canceling its men's and women's 
basketball tournaments scheduled to be played Friday through Sunday in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. The league says it will award its automatic NCAA 
Tournament bids to regular-season champions Princeton women and Yale men. 
Ivy officials also announced that it will limit spectators at all other sporting events 
for the rest of the spring season. ; Seattle's downtown streets are nearly empty as 
people work from home to avoid possible spread of the coronavirus. That means 
fewer customers for restaurants and shops that rely on the normally bustling 
traffic from Amazon employees and others. Business groups are trying to work 
with the city and state to get emergency relief for business owners and hourly 
employees. Amazon and Microsoft have both said they will keep paying hourly 
workers while their campuses are largely shut down. Restaurants and food trucks 
that are normally filled with people say they've seen their business plummet 
recently. / POLITICS, ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS; In an end 
run around Republican legislators, Oregon's Democratic governor has ordered 
the state to lower greenhouse gas emissions. Gov. Kate Brown issued an 
executive order directing a state agency to set and enforce caps on pollution from 
industry and transportation fuels. Brown's sweeping order aims to reduce carbon 
emissions to at least 45 percent below 1990 levels by 2035 and by 80 percent 
from 1990 levels by 2050. Republican lawmakers, a political minority in the 
Legislature, staged a walkout during this year's short session to sabotage a bill 
that aimed for many of the same climate goals. The walkout also derailed efforts 
to pass bills on dozens of other issues. / CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT: It was 
formed one year ago to target high-profile crimes and problem spots and improve 
community safety. Officials with Eugene Police say their Street Crimes Unit say 
the effort produced some tangible results, with combined seizures of close to 
$200,000 in drug money, more than 100 guns, and seized several pounds of 
illegal narcotics. Leaders of the unit say they’ve also recovered stolen vehicles, 
tools and electronics—and worked with partners to shut down close to 10 problem 
houses, serving more than 20 search warrants along the way with the help of the 
agency’s SWAT specialists. / EDUCATION, RELIGION: When it opened its doors 
in 1895, it was the Eugene Divinity School. By the late 1900s it was Northwest 
Christian College, then Northwest Christian University. But effective July 1st, the 
institution located on sites at 11th and Alder Street will change its name to 
Bushnell University. Officials say it honors James Bushnell, who helped found the 
school and was president of its Board of Regents. More than 4,000, students, 
alumni, supporters and others close to the University have been involved in the 
name change process. NCU leaders say the name change also underscores its 
progression from a school focused solely on preparation for the ministry to one 
that also offers a healthy liberal arts and professional studies curriculum. / 
ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT: The Environmental Protection Agency has 
announced eight new agreements with parties responsible for cleaning up the 
Portland Harbor Superfund Site on the Willamette River. Officials with the federal 
agency says they now have signed cleanup agreements covering more than half 
of the Superfund site area. Under the EPA's cleanup plan, much of the Superfund 



site will be allowed to recover naturally over time without any active cleanup work. 
The agency is now negotiating with individual parties that are responsible for the 
pollution under a $1 billion plan. The site that runs from downtown Portland north 
to the Columbia Slough is highly contaminated from more than 100 years of 
industrial use. ; The U.S. Forest Service is proposing an update to the rules for 
caves in the Deschutes National Forest to protect them from vandalism. The rules 
have been in effect for several decades but federal officials want to consolidate 
them to give law enforcement stronger enforcement tools. There are 700 known 
caves in the forest but people are able to find them more easily because of 
advances in mobile mapping technology. Additionally, Central Oregon’s 
population is growing and more people are heading outdoors, including many who 
are exploring the lava tubes, ice caves and other caverns. That’s led to problems, 
as some visitors have left trash and vandalism or held large parties. Officials say 
the litter and graffiti, including human and animal excrement, along with the loud 
music degrades the caves habitats and can disturb bats. Additionally, climbers 
have installed systems of bolts and anchors for climbing, damaging some areas. / 
GOVERNMENT, COMMUNITY: The 2020 census is off and running now that the 
questionnaire is available on the U.S. Census Bureau website. For the first time, 
most people are being encouraged to answer the questions online, though they 
can still answer by telephone or return the form by mail. The results will determine 
how many congressional seats each state gets and how $1.5 trillion in federal 
spending gets distributed. Census workers will go door-to-door in May to ask the 
questions in homes that haven't responded. The coronavirus outbreak could 
disrupt this, since disaster plans call for workers to drop off questionnaires with 
the hope that people will respond on their own. ; Ninety-five percent or about 143 
million households in the country will receive an initial invitation to respond to the 
2020 Census in their mailboxes between March 12 and 20. The U.S. Census 
Bureau released informational copies today of the invitations, the enclosed 
materials, and the subsequent reminders households will receive. These 
materials can help the public know what to expect and avoid potential scams. 
Households are encouraged to respond when they receive their invitation. 
Depending on how likely the area is to respond online, households will receive 
either an invitation encouraging them to respond online or by phone (about 112 
million households), or an invitation along with a paper questionnaire (about 31 
million households). All invitations will include a short phrase in English and 12 
additional languages inviting people to respond online or by phone in their 
language. In areas where 20 percent or more of the households need Spanish 
assistance, the invitations will be in both English and Spanish. All households 
receiving an invitation in the mail will receive a second letter in the mail shortly 
after reminding them to respond. Then, households that still haven’t responded 
will receive a series of additional reminders, including a paper questionnaire in 
mid-April. Census takers will follow up with households that don’t respond to 
collect responses in person. / CRIME: It’s never safe to let down your guard, the 
Oregon Department of Revenue warns. Scam tactics are always evolving and 
becoming more effective. Scammers try many different methods to trick people 
into giving them personal information or money. The best way for taxpayers to 
view their account activity, balances, and credits, and make payments directly to 
the Department of Revenue is through Revenue Online. It’s secure and includes 
all the information necessary to verify account status and ensure payments are 



properly applied to the correct account. Go directly to oregon.gov/dor to find 
Revenue Online. Payment providers may provide links that appear to take you to 
the government site but just end up taking you to another area of the provider’s 
site. Scams mainly come in the form of a phone call, email, or standard mail. Here 
are some tips to help you identify scam attempts. Scammers make unsolicited 
calls. Thieves call taxpayers claiming to be representatives of the Oregon 
Department of Revenue or other tax officials. They demand the victim pay a 
bogus tax bill and may use threats or a sense of urgency to con the victim into 
sending cash, usually through a prepaid debit card or wire transfer. The 
Department of Revenue never uses methods like these when making calls. Hang 
up on suspicious phone calls. No matter how urgent a message makes a situation 
sound, you can always hang up, call the Department of Revenue at their 
published phone numbers, 503-378-4988 or 800-356-4222 (toll-free), and know 
that you’re dealing with an actual government employee. Scammers send letters. 
Letters often contain legitimate logos, addresses, and phone numbers to fool you. 
Sometimes, these letters expose themselves as scams through blurry logos, 
misspellings, and poor grammar. Letters are usually in the form of a fake tax bill 
or claim an error with your account. Letters from the Department of Revenue will 
have information that is verifiable through our website using the identification 
number printed on each letter. Scammers set up fake websites. Some scams that 
start as unsolicited calls or letters may also try to send you to fake websites. 
These websites are designed to look like an official federal or state agency site. 
Remember that the Oregon Department of Revenue’s web address will always 
begin with an “https://” designation and have the “.gov” extension. Look for these 
in the web address before entering financial information to make sure you’re 
dealing with the agency directly. For more information on protecting yourself or 
what to do if you’re a victim of identity theft, visit: www.irs.gov as well as 
www.consumer.ftc.gov and www.identitytheft.gov / ELECTIONS, POLITICS: Joe 
Biden went into yesterday’s “Mini Super Tuesday” primaries riding a wave of voter 
confidence about his chances of victory in November — and that propelled him to 
key wins in Michigan, Missouri and Mississippi. Polls indicate Democratic primary 
voters in those states were more likely to think the former vice president could 
defeat President Trump in the general election, compared with Biden's top rival, 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders. About 80 percent of voters in Michigan and 
Missouri believe Biden could beat the incumbent president, while roughly 90 
percent in Mississippi feel that way. Just about 60 percent of voters in each state 
think Sanders would be likely to defeat Trump. ; The Democratic presidential 
primary in Washington state is too early to call. All votes in Washington state are 
cast by mail or by dropping them off in a ballot box, and the state counts a 
significant amount on the day of the election. But once that first update is 
released, election officials only provide an update once a day until all the late-
arriving ballots are counted. In the first batch of results released late Tuesday 
night, Bernie Sanders and Joe Biden are essentially tied — with each claiming 
about 33 percent of the roughly one million counted votes. Most counties in 
Washington state will next provide an update about their results later today. / 
TRANSPORTATION, SAFETY: More than one in four pilots involved in fatal 
crashes have drugs in their system, and the number is up slightly since 
researchers first studied the problem. The National Transportation Safety Board 
said Tuesday that 28% of pilots who died in crashes between 2013 and 2017 and 



for whom there were toxicology results were found to have used at least one 
impairing drug. That included prescription, over-the-counter and illegal drugs. 
That was an increase over the 23% rate among pilots killed in plane crashes from 
1990 to 2012. Researchers saw increases in the presence of potentially impairing 
drugs, controlled substances and illegal drugs. Sedating antihistamines were the 
most frequently-found drug that could impair a pilot’s ability, followed by pain 
relievers including opioids. /  
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COVID-19: (TB-OregonLive) – At the end of February there was only one 
“presumptive positive” COVID-19 case in Oregon. Two weeks later, there are 21. 
There are NO known cases in Lane County. But six new cases were announced 
yesterday, including two involving men in their 80s at a Linn County retirement 
facility—the Oregon Veterans Home. Those and other developments prompted 
Oregon officials to announce a series of changes and restrictions shortly before 
10 p.m. last night. Governor Kate Brown announced she was canceling all 
gatherings of 250 or more people for the next four weeks in an effort to stem the 
spread of the virus. That includes conferences, concerts, and large sporting 
events and road races. The governor says public schools will remain open, for 
now. But districts are canceling all non-essential school-associated gatherings 
and group activities — such as parent group meetings, field trips and 
competitions—to avoid exposing students and adults to the virus. State high 
school sports championships will continue this week but there will be no 
spectators allowed, just players, coaches, officials and credentialled media. The 
same applies to the Pac-12 Men’s Basketball Tournament underway in Las 
Vegas, and all of the March Madness men’s and women’s tournament games. 
The NBA is also suspending its season after one player had a positive test. 
Officials with the University of Oregon, Oregon State University and Portland 
State University say beginning this weekend classes will be taught online, in-
person final exams are canceled and will take place via “remote learning,” large 
campus and study-related gatherings and travel are postponed or canceled and 
Spring Term will begin with “remote learning,” as well. Governor Brown and state 
officials also issued guidance for employers, saying that all measures should be 
taken to “increase physical space” between employees and to limit meetings and 
stagger work schedules. There are still NO diagnosed cases in Lane County, but 
public health officials say the virus’ spread throughout the state is a matter of time 
and it’s likely it is already circulating in a number of Oregon communities. ; 
Oregon followed Washington’s governor, who earlier Wednesday had banned 
gatherings of more than 250 people in the Seattle area. That means the crowds at 
Mariners and Sounders’ games. Large employers have told their staff to work at 
home. That includes Google with more than 100,000 workers in North America, 
Intel with nearly 17,000 Oregon workers and Wilsonville-based Mentor Graphics 
with 6,000 in 2017, the latest figure available. Boston, New York, Chicago, and 
San Francisco are among those cities who canceled St. Patrick’s Day parades. ; 



Four Seattle-area school districts -- with a combined attendance of more than 
110,000 students -- announced Wednesday they are closing schools for the next 
two weeks. The action came on the advice of public health officials after a staff 
member at one Seattle school tested positive. A note to Seattle-area parents 
noted that, quote, “While children appear to be more protected from extreme 
symptoms, adults, including our educators and employees, need support and 
protection as well.” The school districts are developing plans to disperse food to 
low-income students who depend on free- and reduced-price school meals. 
Officials with the Oregon Health Authority, meantime, hope to keep public schools 
open -- even if COVID-19 has been confirmed on a K-12 campuses. The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report that Oregon’s only school district with a student 
diagnosed with COVID-19, the Hillsboro School District, has said it will continue to 
remain open based on the advice of state health officials. They say closing the 
school would disproportionately affect working parents and low-income students. 
Officials in Lake Oswego previously had confirmed that a custodian at Forest Hills 
Elementary School had been diagnosed with coronavirus on Feb. 28. The school 
closed for several days -- until 14 days had passed since the custodian had last 
been at the school. ; Earlier this week, three University of Oregon professors who 
are based in northern Italy sent a strongly worded email to U-of-O leaders, saying 
the state should shut down schools and universities and cancel sporting, religious 
and cultural events -- before more valuable time slips by. The professors say they 
know first-hand from the outbreak in Italy just how quickly the virus can take hold. 
On Tuesday, Italy locked down all 60 million of its residents, requiring they show 
proof of their need to leave home for work, health care or to reunite with their 
families. Italy recorded its first cases of community transmission less than three 
weeks ago, and its number of infections now stands at 12,000 cases with 800 
people dead. “Our lived experience has taught us some sobering lessons about 
this crisis,” the email to UO read. It was signed by associate professors Melissa 
Graboyes, Alfredo Burlando and Eleonora Redaelli. “...Government responses 
that seemed either courageous or draconian one day become case studies of ‘too 
little, too late’ mere days later,” they wrote. (OregonLive) - The announcements 
came on the same day President Trump suspended travel from Europe to the 
U.S., but exempted American citizens from that 30-day ban. The World Health 
Organization also declared COVID-19 a pandemic. The pandemic designation 
and more social distancing measures, say some frustrated epidemiologists and 
residents, was weeks overdue. Across the U.S., the number of diagnosed U.S. 
cases had more than doubled in the span of just three days -- to more than 1,300 
cases this morning. At least 38 people had died -- 29 of them in Washington 
state. And the number of global coronavirus cases stands at more than 127,00 
with more than 47-hundred deaths. But health experts say more than 68-
thousand people—more than half—have recovered. ; Oregon has 21 known 
cases of COVID-19 in 10 counties, with the largest concentration in Washington 
County, where eight people have tested positive for the virus. But state health 
officials say testing has been severely limited and the disease is believed to be 
circulating more widely in many Oregon communities. That’s why, last night, 
Governor Kate Brown announced that all gatherings of more than 250 people in 
Oregon will be canceled for the next four weeks in an effort to slow the spread of 
coronavirus. The governor is holding a news conference later this morning to 
discuss the plan in detail. It comes after six more cases were announced 



yesterday, including two in a nursing home in Linn County. Those patients are 
both men in their 80s who are residents of the Oregon Veterans Home in 
Lebanon. State officials say, for now, public schools should remain open. But 
districts are canceling all non-essential school-associated gatherings and group 
activities — such as parent group meetings, field trips and competitions—to avoid 
exposing students and adults to the virus. State high school sports 
championships will continue this week but there will be no spectators allowed, just 
players, coaches, officials and credentialled media. Officials with the University of 
Oregon, Oregon State University and Portland State University say beginning this 
weekend classes will be taught online, in-person final exams are canceled and 
will take place via “remote learning,” large campus and study-related gatherings 
and travel are postponed or canceled and Spring Term will begin with “remote 
learning,” as well. Governor Brown and state officials also issued guidance for 
employers, saying that all measures should be taken to “increase physical space” 
between employees and to limit meetings and stagger work schedules. And many 
community events are being canceled or postponed, including sporting events 
and road runs and fundraisers. Some conferences, workshops and lectures are 
moving online or being canceled. ; Brown’s announcement came shortly before 
10 p.m. last night with a reminder that, quote, “Nobody is immune to this virus. It 
can touch everyone." It included an update from the state health authority that the 
agency has expanded access to testing for the virus that is particularly deadly to 
older people—those over age 60—and those with underlying health conditions. 
Brown said doctors at clinics now may order tests from commercial laboratories at 
their discretion, without state authorization. Brown also said that the state has 
reached agreements with five hospital systems to test Oregonians for COVID-19. 
Health care providers are no longer required to wear N95 mask to collect samples 
for testing, which was another barrier amid tight facemask supplies. The updated 
Oregon Health Authority guidance means workers will only be required to wear a 
regular mask, gown, gloves and eye protections, to simplify testing for health care 
workers and make it easier for patients to obtain. ; State health officials continue 
to urge all Oregonians to take steps to protect those who are most vulnerable to 
complications from COVID-19. Those considered “high risk” include adults 60 and 
older, or anyone with a serious health condition, including lung or heart problems, 
kidney disease, or diabetes, or anyone who has a suppressed immune system. 
People vulnerable to complications should follow federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recommendations to stay home as much as possible and 
avoid gatherings. Every resident should take these basic steps to protect those 
most at risk: Never visit a hospital or long-term-care facility if you have a fever or 
cough illness. Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze. Wash your 
hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands. Stay home if you feel ill. The COVID-
19 virus spreads like the flu, when someone who is sick coughs or sneezes close 
to another person (close means about 6 feet). After someone contracts COVID-
19, illness usually develops within 14 days. Symptoms mirror those of the flu, 
including fever, cough, runny nose, headache, sore throat and general feelings of 
illness. That has made it more difficult for health officials to identify sick 
individuals and stop the virus from spreading. As testing capacity increases — 
with Labcorp and Quest Diagnostics online, and clinical laboratories at some 
Oregon hospitals expected to begin testing by next week — officials expect the 



number of people who test positive with COVID-19 to rise.  ; The Oregon Health 
Authority yesterday announced Linn County’s first two presumptive positive cases 
of COVID-19. The new cases, involve two men over the age of 80 who are 
residents of the Oregon Veterans Home in Lebanon. The patients in the Linn 
County cases had no known close contacts with confirmed cases, so they are 
considered community-spread. Health officials also confirmed one new case each 
in Polk, Marion, Deschutes, and Umatilla counties. None of the new cases 
involved travel to a country where the virus is actively spreading. The Polk, 
Marion and Deschutes cases had no known close contacts with confirmed cases, 
so they are considered community-spread. The Umatilla County case is a close 
contact with that county’s first case. Yesterday’s test results bring Oregon’s total 
to 21 cases in eight counties. ; University of Oregon officials say with spring break 
quickly approaching, they are taking steps to increase social distancing to limit the 
spread of COVID-19 on campus: Effective Sunday, March 15, the UO will cancel 
nonessential events and gatherings of more than 50 people. In addition, 
attendance at all UO home athletic events will be restricted primarily to 
participating student-athletes, essential personnel and credentialed media. The 
UO Department of Intercollegiate Athletics will communicate directly with ticket-
holders about refunds. No final exams will be offered in-person for winter term. 
Instructors will be asked to quickly provide clear direction to students about how 
they intend to complete courses and assign final grades. Students will receive 
additional information in the coming days. For the first three weeks of the spring 
term – which starts March 30 – the UO will deliver all classes remotely. Officials 
will continue to assess and monitor the situation, and provide further guidance 
about plans for the rest of the term no later than April 10. Effective Sunday, March 
15, all nonessential university travel, both domestic and international, is 
suspended indefinitely. UO officials strongly encourage students, faculty, and staff 
to consider not traveling during spring break. If you must, be aware of travel 
warnings, quarantine restrictions and other guidance from the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention to help inform personal travel choices. Residence 
halls will stay open over spring break and beyond, and limited dining will be 
available during spring break. The UO campus remains open and operating under 
a normal schedule, including business functions, office hours and other support 
operations. Employees should review the frequently asked questions and work 
with their supervisors to learn more about social distancing techniques and flex 
work options. ; Learning and winter term final exams are going online for students 
at the University of Oregon and Oregon State University. The state’s new 
guidelines intended to slow and reduce the spread of the virus come more than 
one week ahead of Spring Break. University of Oregon officials say that, 
beginning Sunday, they are canceling nonessential events and gatherings of 
more than 50 people. Not only are no “in person” final exams taking place for 
Winter Term. During the first three weeks of the spring term – which starts March 
30 – the UO will deliver all classes remotely. All nonessential university travel, 
both domestic and international, is suspended indefinitely. For now, the U-of-O 
campus remains open and operating under a normal schedule, including business 
functions, office hours and other support operations. Residence halls will stay 
open over spring break and beyond, and limited dining will be available during 
spring break. ; Oregon State University officials say that beginning on Saturday 
they shift to online teaching and final exams where possible. Where remote 



teaching, coursework and testing is not possible, students and instructors will be 
seated apart from one-another for maximum “social distancing.” Campuses and 
OSU facilities and operations statewide will remain open. But all non-essential 
OSU-sponsored travel will be suspended. All OSU employees will be encouraged 
to work remotely where work responsibilities and duties allow. All OSU students, 
faculty and staff are encouraged to avoid personal travel over spring break and 
instead consider remaining at Oregon State’s campuses in Corvallis and Bend. 
Spring Term will begin much the same way, with all spring term courses, labs and 
exams being delivered online beginning March 30, where possible. Again, where 
remote teaching, coursework and testing is not possible, maximum social 
distancing measures will be utilized. Until at least April 30, no non-essential OSU-
sponsored events of more than 50 attendees will not be permitted. All events with 
fewer than 50 attendees will be held with maximum social distancing. ; Late last 
night, officials with the Eugene Schools emailed a message to families that the 
district is suspending events that bring large groups of students, adults, and 
community members together. There are NO cases of COVID-19 that have been 
identified to date in Lane County or local schools, but Eugene District 4J officials 
say they’re doing this out of an abundance of caution and to slow any potential 
spread of the virus. Suspension of non-essential school-based activities begins 
today and will remain in effect for 30 days. This includes all school-based 
assemblies and events, off-campus field trips, and out-of-state travel. As for the 
state championships and other athletic contests, officials anticipate some events 
may continue with changed conditions. The goal is to reduce the risk of infection 
while keeping schools open and students in class. In the meantime, there is a 
renewed focus on the importance of handwashing at school. District custodians 
will continue to clean high-touch surfaces in classrooms and common areas, and 
make sure schools have adequate handwashing and cleaning supplies. In cases 
where the Eugene Schools are mandated to offer access to community members, 
such as school board meetings, officials will continue to stream sessions online 
and are exploring alternatives to continue the district’s business. ; The state high 
school sports championships will continue, but with no spectators, only essential 
game personnel and representatives of the media. That’s the word overnight from 
leaders of the Oregon School Activities Association, who made the decision after 
consulting with local districts, as well as state health and education officials. The 
changes go into effect with today’s tournament games. Only participating students 
and coaches, essential event staff personnel and media with OSAA-issued 
credentials will be allowed to attend OSAA State Championship events. ; Oregon 
Governor Brown holds a news conference later this morning to announce new 
measures to combat the growing number of coronavirus cases in the state. The 
governor is expected to announce new steps regarding mass gatherings, social 
distancing, workplace practices, and other community-wide efforts aimed to slow 
the step of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. ; More updates on coronavirus 
and COVID-19: The World Health Organization yesterday declared the outbreak 
of COVID-19 a pandemic. It‘s the first time the body has declared a pandemic 
since 2009, during the outbreak of the H1N1 strain of influenza known as swine 
flu. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention defines a pandemic as an 
outbreak that has spread to several countries or continents, usually affecting a 
large number of people. The severity of illnesses is not a consideration, nor is the 
number of deaths. Based on those criteria, COVID-19 has been a pandemic for 



quite some time. “This does not mean it’s more severe today than it was 
yesterday,” said Dr. Tom Frieden, who led the CDC during the Obama 
administration. “It’s a warning: every country needs to prepare for coronavirus.” 
WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said the decision to use 
the word “pandemic” stemmed from the organization’s deepening concerns over 
the spread and severity of the coronavirus and from the “alarming levels of 
inaction” so far. He added that the pandemic classification does not change the 
WHO’s strategy for slowing the outbreak. “There has been so much attention on 
one word, and let me give you some other words that matter much more, and are 
much more actionable,” Tedros said. “These are ‘prevention,’ ‘preparedness,’ 
‘public health,’ ‘political leadership’ and, most of all, ‘people.’ ... We’re in this 
together to do the right things with calm and protect the citizens of the world.” At 
this point, rather than simply try to prevent the virus from spreading freely, experts 
say public health officials are trying to space out the inevitable infections so that 
the healthcare system isn’t overwhelmed with patients — a practice they call 
flattening the curve. If it works, the outbreak will take longer to run its course, but 
the number of people who are sick at any given time will be greatly reduced, and 
ideally low enough not to swamp hospitals and clinics. That’s why officials are 
encouraging social distancing measures like remote work and avoiding mass 
gatherings. ;  More coronavirus developments: A big concern as the coronavirus 
spreads is the safety of first responders, since infections could reduce the number 
of people able to handle emergency service. Police, fire and EMS services across 
Oregon and across the country are rolling out new guidelines and procedures 
aimed to help prevent first responders from becoming infected. Those precautions 
include issuing kits with gloves, masks and goggles and disinfecting workstations 
and vehicles. Los Angeles’ Electronic Entertainment Expo, or E3, the gaming 
industry’s largest event in North America, is one of the latest gatherings to be 
canceled. Bringing the pandemic home to Hollywood in a dramatic way, actor 
Tom Hanks and his wife Rita Wilson announced Wednesday they have tested 
positive for the coronavirus, which they said they contracted in Australia, where 
Hanks is currently filming Baz Luhrmann’s untitled Elvis Presley biopic. By the 
way, if you’re avoiding mass gatherings and you want to learn more about 
pandemics, here’s a movie rental recommendation: “Contagion,” starring Kate 
Winslet, Matt Damon and Gwyneth Paltrow. Nine years after its release, it has 
become the movie du jour, likely due to screenwriter Scott Z. Burns’ months of in-
depth research into the science of pandemics and recruitment of epidemiologists 
to edit the screenplay and train the cast. If you do watch the movie, just 
remember that the “Contagion” virus and the coronavirus are very different. ; 
Schools across the United States are closing in response to the coronavirus. But 
experts disagree about whether it helps protect kids or the surrounding 
communities. Researcher Marc Lipsitch of Harvard's public health school says 
there’s no obvious right answer about whether to close schools. Evidence from 
China suggests kids and adults may face similar risks for infection. But while 
children and teens are less severely affected, they can still transmit the virus to 
others.  Not all affected schools are closing, and some experts believe other 
measures might be better at preventing the virus from spreading, including 
canceling large public events. ; From Mount Everest to Washington, D.C., 
governments are increasingly isolating people at home and within their borders to 
try and slow an unfolding pandemic. The U.S. imposed sweeping restrictions on 



travel from Europe and is cautioning Americans to reconsider travel abroad. 
European Union leaders are pushing back at the declaration from President 
Trump, insisting the continent has taken strong measures to combat the virus.  In 
Italy, the center of Europe's outbreak, operators of pubs, restaurants and hair 
salons are being told they must close if they can't space out customers. The 
spread of coronavirus is sending markets into a tailspin today as it threatens the 
trade and travel that underpin the global economy. ; President Trump is banning 
most Europeans from entering the United States for 30 days to try to slow down 
the spread of the coronavirus. The ban announced Wednesday night will begin at 
midnight Friday. Americans returning from Europe will be subject to enhanced 
health screening. The new travel ban is likely to further roil the airline industry as 
bookings decline and people cancel reservations out of fear they might contract 
the virus. Trump said he made the decision to impose the ban after talking with 
top government health professionals. The restriction is one of many imposed 
around the world as the virus has spread. ; Officials and residents across the 
United States are focusing their attention on the effects of the new coronavirus 
that is spreading quickly throughout the country. The NCAA announced that 
March Madness games would be played with no fans present, and the NBA is 
suspending its season until further notice. Cities canceled St. Patrick's Day 
parades, and additional colleges announced plans to switch to online learning and 
final exams—including the university of Oregon and Oregon State. President 
Trump says he is sharply restricting passenger travel from 26 European nations 
to the U.S. beginning late Friday. World Health Organization officials said the 
growing number of cases in multiple continents now qualify the virus as a 
pandemic. On world financial markets, stocks slid into bear market territory. ; 
March Madness is giving way to March Silence. NCAA President Mark Emmert 
says its Division I basketball tournament games will not be open to the general 
public because of concerns about the spread of coronavirus. Instead, both the 
men's and women's tournaments with only essential staff and limited numbers of 
family members in attendance. The decision comes after the NCAA's COVID-19 
advisory panel of medical experts recommended against playing sporting events 
that were open to the general public. NCAA officials say they considered whether 
to cancel the two tournaments but instead opted for the closed arenas. ; Jarod 
Lucas hit a 3-pointer with 1.8 seconds left and Oregon State withstood Alfonso 
Plummer's conference-record 11 3-pointers to beat Utah 71-69 in the opening 
round of the Pac-12 tournament. The Beavers had the ball and were down 69-68 
when Lucas knocked down a corner 3 on a kickout pass from Tres Tinkle. ; It’s a 
Civil War bonus game today at noon as top seed Oregon meets Number 8 seed 
Oregon State at the Pac-12 Men’s Basketball Tournament in Las Vegas. The 
game tips off at noon on the Pac-12 Network. ; The quarterfinal, semifinal and 
final games of the Pac-12 Men’s Basketball Tournament will be conducted without 
large, cheering crowds. Conference officials yesterday followed the lead of the 
NCAA for March Madness in deciding that the remainder of the tournament 
games will be held only with players, coaches, essential staff, TV network 
partners, credentialed media, and limited family and friends in attendance. Similar 
“limited fan” policies will apply to all Pac-12 sport competitions and Pac-12 
Championship events until further notice. That means fans in Las Vegas will be 
watching the game the same as us back here in Oregon—on the Pac-12 Network. 
; The NBA has suspended its season “until further notice" after a Utah Jazz player 



tested positive Wednesday for the coronavirus, a move that came only hours after 
the majority of the league's owners were leaning toward playing games without 
fans in arenas. Now there will be no games at all, at least in the near future. The 
Jazz released a statement saying the player tested negative Wednesday morning 
for flu, strep throat and an upper respiratory infection. That player's symptoms 
diminished as the day went along, but the decision was made to test for COVID-
19. That test came back with a preliminary positive result. The test result was 
reported shortly before the scheduled tip-off of the Jazz-Thunder game in 
Oklahoma City. Players were on the floor for warmups and the opening tip was 
moments away when they were sent to their locker rooms. Fans were told about 
30 minutes later that the game was postponed “due to unforeseen 
circumstances." Wednesday’s Pelicans-Kings game also was postponed due to 
the virus. The league says the game was postponed “out of an abundance of 
caution because one of the referees assigned to work in the game also worked a 
Utah Jazz game earlier this week.” ; President Trump is expected to announce an 
executive order insisting on American-made medical supplies and 
pharmaceuticals in response to the coronavirus outbreak. That's according to a 
person familiar with the plan who wasn't authorized to publicly discuss the matter 
and spoke on condition of anonymity. Word of the planned announcement 
Wednesday comes amid another tumultuous day in the crisis. Confirmed cases in 
the United States are topping 1,000, fluctuations in the financial markets are 
continuing and Washington is straining to respond. The White House is also 
considering a host of more aggressive responses, including a declaration of a 
national disaster. ; President Trump's decision Wednesday to impose a 30-day 
ban on most Europeans entering the United States is the latest stunning setback 
for an airline industry that is reeling from a drop in bookings and a surge in people 
who are canceling reservations for fear of contracting the coronavirus. The ban, to 
begin at midnight Friday, won't apply to Americans trying to return home — 
though they will be subject to “enhanced” health screening — or to citizens of the 
United Kingdom. But Trump's move is sure to drastically escalate the disruptions 
facing global airlines and travelers on some of the most heavily traveled routes. 
The disruption to air travel is also certain to ripple through economies, causing 
widespread damage to hotels, car rental companies, museums and restaurants. 
In his address from the Oval Office, Trump said U.S. restrictions on people 
coming from China and other countries with early outbreaks of COVID-19 had 
held down the number of cases in the United States compared with Europe. He 
blamed the European Union for failing to immediately stop travel from China "and 
other hot spots," which he said had led to clusters of outbreaks in the U.S. ; The 
ripple effect on the global as well as the U.S. economy is spreading. The 
pandemic has scrambled supply chains, darkened factories in China, and 
reduced orders with the anticipation of a slowing global economy. Railroads are 
reporting a steep decline in the number of containers of imported goods they are 
carrying. The Association of American Railroads said Wednesday that the 
number of intermodal containers that U.S. railroads hauled last week fell 14.1% 
compared with last year. Already under heavy pressure from protracted trade 
disputes, shares of major ocean shippers are sinking further due to the viral threat 
to the global economy. Shares in some of the biggest shippers have lost between 
quarter to nearly half their value this year. A JPMorgan industry analyst said that 
shippers could potentially catch up with recent capacity cuts as the supply chain 



normalizes and Chinese factories re-open. However, the bigger threat is the 
surge in coronavirus cases in the U.S. and Europe. And, the casino industry is 
being ravaged by fewer tourists willing to travel and gamblers seeing the casino 
floor as a risky health bet. Shares in GM, Wynn, Las Vegas Sands and Caesars 
are down between 25% and 45% since late February. Industry analysts are 
lowering their expectations for the first quarter. Ratings company Egan-Jones 
says gaming revenue in Macao, a huge gambling resort that attracts millions of 
Chinese gamblers, plunged 87.8% in February as casinos closed for two weeks. 
The company said that gross gaming revenue in Macao is down about 50% year-
to-date. CME Group said it will shutter its Chicago trading floor as of the close of 
business Friday as a precaution. Although no coronavirus cases have been 
reported on the trading floor or in the Chicago Board of Trade building. ; The 
Federal Reserve on Wednesday spelled out more details about how it plans to 
keep short-term funding markets operating, two days after announcing that it was 
increasing the size of the support it was providing. The new announcement from 
the Fed’s New York regional bank said that beginning Thursday and continuing 
through April 12, it plans to offer at least $175 billion in daily overnight operations 
of its short-term funding operations known as the repo or repurchase market. The 
operations provide key support for businesses to meet short-term financing needs 
such as meeting payrolls. ; President Trump announced Wednesday night that he 
will instruct the Treasury Department to allow individuals and businesses 
negatively affected by the coronavirus to defer their tax payments beyond the 
April 15 filing deadline. In an address from the Oval Office, Trump said he would 
use his emergency authority to allow individual taxpayers ad businesses to defer 
paying their taxes by next month’s deadline if they have suffered adverse effects 
from the spreading virus. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin told Congress 
earlier Wednesday that the payment delay would have the effect of putting more 
than $200 billion back into the economy that would otherwise go to paying taxes 
next month. He did not indicate what the new deadline would be. Mnuchin told 
reporters that the delay would cover “virtually all Americans other than the super-
rich.” ; In the nation’s capital, federal health officials have recommended that 
nonessential mass gatherings including conferences and conventions be 
postponed or canceled through the end of March in light of the coronavirus 
outbreak. The move could imperil the popular Cherry Blossom Festival. The 
health officials define mass gatherings as events where 1,000 or more people 
congregate, including social, cultural or entertainment events. Wednesday's 
announcement signals a major escalation in the District of Columbia's response to 
the spread of the virus. Washington's convention center announced it was 
suspending operations after five cases were linked to the recent AIPAC 
conference. ; A biotech meeting at a hotel in downtown Boston appears to be the 
source of a cluster of the coronavirus in the U.S. — and a warning for employers 
who are still holding big gatherings as the outbreak spreads. Officials say 77 of 
the 95 confirmed cases in Massachusetts have been linked to a meeting of 
executives with Biogen. The company is based in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
Officials say at least 12 people who have tested positive for the virus outside 
Massachusetts have been linked to the late February meeting, including five in 
North Carolina and at least two in Europe. ; Federal regulators are temporarily 
waiving a rule that has been causing airlines to fly nearly empty planes to avoid 
losing precious takeoff and landing rights at major airports. The Federal Aviation 



Administration limits takeoff and landing rights or “slots” at a few big, congested 
airports. Airlines must use 80% of their slots or risk losing them. On Wednesday, 
the FAA said it was waiving the 80% rule through May 31 to help airlines that are 
canceling flights because of the coronavirus outbreak. Airline officials had 
criticized the slot-use requirement. The president of United Airlines called it crazy. 
; Despite the global fears of coronavirus, more than 60,000 people who 
contracted the disease have recovered. Most have mild symptoms and rebound 
within two weeks, while those with more serious ailments — including pneumonia 
— may not improve for up to six weeks. Mental stress can be part of the problem, 
too. Some patients who got sick and were quarantined in a cruise ship off Japan 
say they struggled with the anxiety of spending days in isolation while worrying 
about the future. Some have wondered whether they will be stigmatized and 
treated differently once they return home. ; Boeing's stock suffered its worst one-
day fall since 1974 as impact of the coronavirus on travel compounds the 
company's troubles. The company said Wednesday that it's freezing hiring and 
restricting employees' travel because of the virus outbreak. The company also 
reports that it received 18 orders for new planes last month but none for the 737 
Max, which has been grounded for a year after two of the planes crashed. Airlines 
are continuing to switch Max orders to other jets. Boeing's new CEO is warning 
employees that the year ahead looks as challenging for the company as any in 
the recent past. ; Tests led by U.S. government scientists show that the new 
coronavirus can live in the air for several hours and on some surfaces for up to 
three days. Their work, published on Wednesday, suggests that the virus can 
spread through the air as well as from touching things that were contaminated by 
others who have it. Experts say it shows the importance of the hygiene steps 
health officials recommend, such as washing your hands and not touching your 
face. The virus can live up to 24 hours on cardboard and up to two to three days 
on plastic and stainless steel. For most people, the new coronavirus causes only 
mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough. For some, especially older 
adults and people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness, 
including pneumonia. The vast majority of people recover from the new virus. ; 
The Academy of Country Music Awards are still set to take place on April 5 in Las 
Vegas, as officials keep an eye out for concerns related to the new coronavirus. A 
statement from the ACM managers says they are monitoring the situation with 
health officials and management of the MGM Garden Arena. In the meantime, 
they're going ahead with planning the party. Host Keith Urban has been 
announced as a performer, along with Caylee Hammack, Elle King, Ashley 
McBryde, Tenille Townes, and Miranda Lambert with Lindsay Ell. For most 
people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough. The vast majority of people recover from the new virus. ; The 
Houston Livestock and Rodeo has closed down early because of the new 
coronavirus, while the Country Music Association is going forward with plans for 
CMA Fest this summer. The rodeo started March 3 and was supposed to go 
through March 22, but it was shut down yesterday afternoon. Kane Brown, Cody 
Johnson, Lizzo, Jon Pardi, Dierks (DURKS) Bentley, Keith Urban, Gwen Stefani, 
Khalid (kah-LEED'), Chris Stapleton, Marshmello, Brad Paisley and Luke Bryan 
had concerts scheduled that were called off. Refunds are in the works. 
Meanwhile, the CMA has issued a statement saying it's working with local, state 
and national authorities to make sure CMA Fest is safe. It's scheduled for June 4-



7 in Nashville. For most people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or 
moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough. The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus. ; Amazon said Wednesday that it will offer paid leave 
to hourly workers who have contracted the new coronavirus or are being 
quarantined because of it. It's a reversal for the online shopping giant, which told 
warehouse workers last week they could take anytime off they want for the rest of 
March, but they wouldn't get paid unless they used time off to paid time off. 
Amazon's said its new policy gives hourly workers up to two weeks of pay. ; 
Organizers of the influential E3 tech show have cancelled the event because of 
concerns about the new coronavirus. It is a huge platform for tech companies 
including Microsoft, which was expected to unveil the new Xbox gaming console 
at the event this year. It was scheduled for June 9-11 in Los Angeles. For most 
people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough. For some, especially older adults and people with existing 
health problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia. The vast 
majority of people recover from the new virus. ; A global esports league with 
teams in North America, Europe and Asia is canceling all matches through March 
and April because of the coronavirus pandemic. The Overwatch League launched 
an ambitious home-and-away schedule for its 20 franchises in February but 
already had postponed all events in China and South Korea due to the outbreak. 
The league announced the latest cancellations in a statement Wednesday. The 
league's players come from countries around the globe. OWL says it is 
"considering the various options available to esports." Blizzard Entertainment, 
which operates the Overwatch and Call of Duty Leagues, said scheduling 
considerations also are being addressed for the latter. For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough. 
For some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can 
cause more severe illness, including pneumonia. The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus. ; The ripple effect of the new coronavirus on the 
entertainment industry has reached late-night television and far beyond to the 
series "Survivor" in Fiji. "The Tonight Show" and other late-night talk shows in 
New York announced Wednesday they will tape without audiences, while CBS 
said that production on the next season of "Survivor" was being postponed. Other 
talk shows that will tape without studio audiences include Stephen Colbert's "The 
Late Show" on CBS, Trevor Noah's "Daily Show" on Comedy Central, HBO's 
"Last Week Tonight with John Oliver" and Bravo's "Watch What Happens Live 
with Andy Cohen." For most people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or 
moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough. The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus. ; The annual movie exhibition and trade show 
CinemaCon has been canceled in Las Vegas due to the coronavirus. The week-
long gathering of Hollywood executives, celebrities, movie theater owners and 
exhibitors was scheduled to begin at the end of the month at Caesar's Palace.  
It's the latest virus-related shakeup in the movie business including the 
cancellation of the South by Southwest festival. The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus, but for some, it can cause more severe illness, 
including pneumonia. ; The new coronavirus has reached Broadway, but the 
shows on the Great White Way are scheduled to go on as planned. A part-time 
usher and security guard who worked at two theaters in recent days tested 
positive for COVID-19 and is under quarantine, according to the Shubert and 



Nederlander organizations, Broadway's largest theater chains. Both theaters have 
been deep cleaned and all Broadway shows will be performed as expected 
Thursday night. Broadway producers have been cautious during the outbreak, 
with a wait-and-see approach for an industry that grossed $1.8 billion last season. 
For most people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough. ; In Major League Baseball, team officials with the 
Mariners announced yesterday they are moving their first two series out of Seattle 
in an effort to slow the coronavirus outbreak. The Mariners and Major League 
Baseball have not announced where they will play the team's season-opening, 
four-game series against the Texas Rangers, which is scheduled for March 26-
29. ; Want to put stocking up on toilet paper in perspective? In Australia, a family 
accidentally bought a 12-year supply of toilet paper amid the coronavirus scare. 
They weren’t doing it because of concerns about coronavirus. Haidee Janetski, 
whose family lives in a small Australian town, said she’d changed to a different 
online service to order the family’s supply of TP, made a mistake and instead of 
48 rolls for the next three months she ordered 48 boxes—a total of 2,304 rolls. It 
came to more than $2,000. The February order came a few weeks before 
Australia began feeling the impacts of the virus. But Janetski and her husband are 
having fun with the mistake. First, they stacked the boxes in their garage to make 
a TP throne. But now that Australia is facing a toilet paper shortage – similar to 
the one some Americans are now facing –they plan on selling their leftovers in a 
fundraiser for the same price for which they originally purchased them. The 
proceeds will go to their daughter's school. / SPORTS, WOMEN: U.S. Soccer has 
issued an apology for an assertion that drew widespread criticism. The federation 
made claims in court documents that women on its national team did not have the 
same responsibilities or physical abilities as their male counterparts. The USSF 
said the women claimed their ability level is the same as the men “by ignoring the 
materially higher level of speed and strength required to perform the job of an 
MNT player.” The statement from U.S. Soccer President Carlos Cordeiro came 
hours after Coca-Cola denounced the federation for its stance. The increasingly 
bitter dispute spilled onto the field when players wore their warm-up jerseys inside 
out in a protest before their 3-1 victory over Japan. Players filed a gender 
discrimination suit against the USSF last year, a case scheduled for trial starting 
May 5 in federal court in Los Angeles. The USSF submitted legal papers this 
week claiming that the women are less skilled and have less-demanding roles 
than the men on its national team. By wearing their jerseys inside out for the 
national anthems and team photo, players hid the USSF crest on the jerseys but 
allowed the four stars for each World Cup title to be visible. /  
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COVID-19: It’s been an unprecedented 24 hours across the United States, as 
schools closed, business slowed to a crawl, and thousands of events were 
canceled from coast to coast this week and for weeks to come. Governor Kate 
Brown announced last night that Oregon is closing its schools starting Monday, 
March 16, through the end of Spring Break, March 31, due to staffing challenges 
and health concerns. Many Oregon school districts already had today off, some 
planned half-days with parent-teacher conferences or other activities. But others 
say they are canceling classes today in advance of the official state shutdown. 
Here in Lane County, that includes the Fern Ridge and South Lane School 
Districts and, to the north of us, districts including Corvallis and Greater Albany. In 
many cases today, staff will report to work. Maintenance and custodial crews will 
begin deep cleanings of buildings. Most families are being emailed about their 
district’s plans for the next two weeks. Or you may check their websites for 
updates. One of the big priorities is letting parents know that efforts are taking 
shape to provide bagged-to-go or hot meals to free- and reduced-meal students 
at some school buildings. Districts are also working to make sure parents know 
that many in-school childcare programs will not be available next week, and that 
families need to make other arrangements. All of this is a challenge for many 
working parents—particularly those who have jobs that do not allow them to work 
from home. Adding to that, many businesses are reeling from reduced traffic as 
fewer people head to public places such as restaurants, brewpubs, retail outlets, 
concerts, conferences and other events. The states of Oregon, Washington and 
California are banning large gatherings of more than 250 people. That led to a 
series of announcements, ranging from the postponement of the March 20 
Brantley Gilbert show at Portland’s Moda Center to this weekend’s Eugene Opera 
spring production of “Tosca.” Hours before it was set to open, the Spring Lane 
County Home & Garden Show was forced to cancel to meet the state guidelines 
banning large gatherings. As you can imagine, it’s a blow to the show organizers 
and the many local vendors who rely on your business. They hope you will 
consider giving them your business in the coming weeks. ; The Eugene Family 
YMCA recently learned that a YMCA staff member is being tested for COVID-19 
and has tested negative for influenza. As a cautionary measure, YMCA 
leadership has decided to close the facility for deep cleaning and sanitization 
through the weekend. This affects our members, preschool program and our 
scheduled no-school day on Friday, March 13. We apologize for the 



inconvenience. The Eugene Family YMCA plans to reopen on Monday, March 16 
at 5:30 a.m. unless new details inform our leadership otherwise. When the Y 
reopens, the facility will have adjusted our guidelines, schedules and practices in 
keeping with public health recommendations to ensure the safety and well-being 
of members and staff and to help prevent the further spreading of the virus. ; The 
regional “Oregon Battle of the Books” (OBOB) competition set for Saturday at 
North Eugene High School has been canceled amid coronavirus concerns. It’s 
disappointing news for the hundreds of third- through fifth-grade lane County 
students who’ve literally “gone to the books,” studying 16 great fiction and non-
fiction books and preparing for a weekend of trivia questions. ; Following Oregon 
Governor Kate Brown’s new statewide measures to slow the spread of COVID-19 
in Oregon, the City of Springfield is limiting in-person meetings and suspending 
large events. Social distancing and other preventative measures will continue to 
be implemented for essential meetings that cannot be postponed. Immediate 
event suspensions include the Friends of the Springfield Library Book Sale 
scheduled for March 13 and 14 at City Hall, and the El día de los niños/El día de 
los libros—Children’s Day/Book Day celebration on April 25. Additionally, all 
Springfield Public Library programming is suspended until further notice. 
Community members may still access the library and its 
resources. Event/meeting information will be kept current on the City’s Calendar 
and the Library’s Calendar. Future updates will also be provided on the City’s 
website and social media sites. Community members without internet access may 
contact the City at 541.726.3700 for event/meeting information. The City has 
already implemented a number of health practices to slow the spread of COVID-
19 and is working closely with public health officials. The City will continue to 
follow the guidance of public health officials to help prevent the spread of illness 
and protect our community’s health. ; In Springfield, Willamalane officials say 
they’re temporarily closing the Willamalane Park Swim Center and Splash! at 
Lively Park today (Friday, March 13), through Monday, March 16. Park district 
officials say they’re evaluating how to offer safe aquatic programs that meet 
public health recommendations. In the meantime, the temporary closures include 
the cancellation of all swim lessons, waterpark and recreation swims, lap 
swimming, and any rentals at those facilities. Willamalane officials will monitor the 
situation over the weekend and make a decision early next week on how to 
proceed. ; The City of Eugene’s Library, Recreation & Cultural Services 
department is taking the following actions: The Hult Center for the Performing Arts 
has suspended all programming through April 8, the full length of the government 
closure guidance.  Eugene Public Library will suspend programming at all three 
locations from Friday, March 13 – Monday, March 30. Community Court will be 
moved from the Downtown Library to Municipal Court. The Downtown Public 
Library hours will be reduced to 12-6 p.m. daily from Friday, March 13 – Monday, 
March 30. This will include the entry garden of the library and Novella cafe which 
will not be accessible before 12 p.m.  The Sheldon and Bethel branch libraries will 
remain open regular hours. Reduced hours will help limit exposure and provide 
time for additional cleaning efforts. The Library will waive fees for any materials 
returned late due to health concerns. Eugene Rec will suspend all programming 
from Monday, March 16 – Monday, March 30. Campbell Community Center will 
close from Monday, March 16 – Monday, March 30 due to the predominance of 
patrons over the age of 60. All other Rec Community Centers and Pools will 



remain open regular hours. Employees will have the opportunity to continue 
regular duties from their facilities as long as they are healthy and utilizing 
recommended disease prevention practices. The City of Eugene continues to 
focus on preparation and prevention to keep our community as healthy as 
possible, including: Increased office area cleanings, especially touch points like 
door handles and push plates in public areas; Public city facilities such as 
community centers, pools, the Hult Center and the library currently employ 
protocols for thorough daily cleaning and post-event cleaning; At the Eugene 
Airport, a robust cleaning/sterilization protocol is in place; terminal staff use a 
viricide several times a day to help disinfect contact areas throughout the 
terminal; Washing stations are being placed downtown, including in front of the 
Library; Disease prevention practices are being posted in the City’s public 
facilities to encourage CDC prevention methods; Sick employees are actively 
encouraged to stay home and all employees are encouraged to follow disease 
prevention practices at work; and first responders have CDC-approved personal 
protection equipment and are following recommended protocols during dispatch 
and response. ; State health officials say six additional residents of the Oregon 
Veterans' Home in Lebanon have tested positive for COVID-19. That brings the 
total at that facility to eight. Earlier in the day, Oregon announced three other 
COVID-19 diagnoses, two in Washington County and one in Clackamas County. 
There now are 30 cases of the virus statewide. There are NO known cases in 
Lane County. ; The Oregon Department of Corrections has suspended visiting at 
all 14 state prisons. It’s the first time the agency has taken such a step. While 
there are no known or suspected cases of COVID-19 in the state prisons, officials 
say now if the time to take steps to prevent that first transmission. The change, 
which takes effect today, will be reviewed in one month. It affects all 14,500 
inmates in the state prison system. State prison officials say they house 14-
hundred inmates who are age 60 or older, or have underlying health issues. ; 
Many Oregon school districts already had today off, others planned half-days with 
parent-teacher conferences or other activities. But others say they are canceling 
classes today out of an abundance of caution. Here in Lane County, that includes 
the Fern Ridge and South Lane School Districts and, to the north of us, districts 
including Corvallis and Greater Albany. It comes after Governor Kate Brown 
announced last night that Oregon is closing its schools and should prepare for 
thousands of cases of coronavirus. Most families are being emailed about their 
district’s plans for the next two weeks. Or you may check their websites for 
updates. One of the big priorities is letting parents know that efforts are taking 
shape to provide bagged-to-go or hot meals to free- and reduced-meal students 
at some school buildings. Districts are also working to make sure parents know 
that many in-school child care programs will not be available next week, and that 
families need to make other arrangements. All of this is a challenge for many 
working parents—particularly those who have jobs that do not allow them to work 
from home. Adding to that, many businesses are reeling from reduced traffic as 
fewer people head to public places such as restaurants, brewpubs, retail outlets, 
concerts, conferences and other events. Yesterday’s announcements ranged 
from the postponement of the March 20 Brantley Gilbert show at Portland’s Moda 
Center to this weekend’s Eugene Opera spring production of “Tosca.” Hours 
before it was set to open, the Spring Lane County Home & Garden Show was 
forced to cancel to meet the state guidelines banning large gatherings. As you 



can imagine, it’s a blow to the show organizers and the many local vendors who 
rely on your business. They hope you will consider giving them your business in 
the coming weeks. In fact, I’ve posted a link to the Home & Garden Show 
program that lists all of the participating local businesses on my TracyKKNU 
Facebook page. ; When she announced last spring that she would return for her 
senior season, Oregon Women’s Basketball star Sabrina Ionescu said she had 
“unfinished business.” She and the Ducks intended to win the NCAA 
Championship. But yesterday, Oregon players learned that “unfinished business” 
will remain unfinished. Throughout the world of sports, yesterday saw 
cancelations and suspensions of seasons and tournaments, at the college, prep 
and pro levels. It started as the remaining games in the Pac-12 Men’s Basketball 
Tournament in Las Vegas were abruptly canceled. No tournament champion will 
be crowned, no trophy awarded. The Number 14 Oregon men were the regular-
season champion and would have earned an automatic bid to the post-season. 
But a short time later, NCAA officials said they would not hold their tournament, 
turning March Madness into “March Sadness.” That means the Number Two-
ranked Duck Women will never have the chance to play two opening round 
games at Matthew Knight Arena, there will be no Portland Regional, and they will 
never have the chance to meet top-ranked South Carolina in the Championship 
game. Within a few hours across the country, other winter and spring college 
sports games, matches and championships were scrubbed, including the College 
World Series of Baseball and Softball, as well as championships in track and field, 
lacrosse, ice hockey and wrestling. Tickets were set to go on sale this morning for 
June’s Prefontaine Classic at Eugene’s Hayward Field. But organizers yesterday 
suspended ticket sales for the invitational track meet because of uncertainty 
about the spread of the coronavirus. High school sports also took a hit, as the 
Oregon School Athletic Association, the OSAA, announced an immediate 
suspension of its Girls’ and Boys’ basketball tournaments and Dance and Drill 
championships. On the heels of Wednesday’s announcement by the NBA, other 
professional sports leagues began canceling and postponing games and 
suspending seasons. The actions hit pro baseball, soccer, hockey, even the PGA. 
; Oregon Gov. Kate Brown said Thursday morning that the state should be 
prepared for thousands of cases of COVID-19 as coronavirus continues to spread 
throughout the state. Dr. Dean Sidelinger, the state’s epidemiologist, said that 
without taking such measures the state could reach as many as 75,000 cases of 
COVID-19 by mid-May. That figure was based on the number of Oregon cases, 
which Sidelinger estimated at 150 to 250, doubling every week, he said. Patrick 
Allen, director of the Oregon Health Authority, reiterated the state’s warning to 
people most at risk of severe health effects from the virus, older Oregonians and 
those with underlying medical conditions. “You should stay home as much as 
possible," Allen said. “We can’t emphasize enough how dangerous this is for 
people who are at risk.” ; Appearing at a news conference, the governor said she 
and other state officials are also worried about testing capacity, which a health 
official put at around only 80 per day, and said "the federal government is the only 
one who can expand our testing capacity." As testing capacity increases—with 
private firms LabCorp and Quest Diagnostics coming online—and clinical 
laboratories at some Oregon hospitals expected to begin testing by next week--
officials expect the number of people who test positive with COVID-19 to rise.  ; 
PeaceHealth is continuing its preparations and response to the novel coronavirus 



(COVID-19) situation. PeaceHealth officials are evaluating the process of setting 
up mobile lab testing sites and trailers and tents outside their emergency 
departments for treating potential surges of patients in affected communities. 
PeaceHealth Oregon will begin its receipt of trailers this Sunday, March 15. The 
added sites are part of a push to plan ahead and do not mean that there are any 
current capacity issues. ; Governor Kate Brown says Oregon is closing its schools 
and should prepare for thousands of cases of coronavirus. Brown yesterday 
announced a ban on all gatherings of more than 250 people statewide for four 
weeks to try to stop the spread. Washington state and California’s governors took 
similar action. Her office issued a statement last night that schools will close 
statewide from March 16 through March 31 due to staffing challenges and health 
concerns. Many districts already had today off. Others say they are closed today 
in advance of the official state shutdown, although in many cases staff will report 
to work and maintenance and custodial crews will begin deep cleanings of 
buildings. It comes as state officials say schools are experiencing critical 
shortages in staff, and superintendents are concerned for school personnel who 
are at elevated risk of being infected by the virus, including those over age 60 and 
those with underlying medical issues. ; From Eugene Schools: All 4J schools will 
close beginning Monday, March 16, starting spring break a week early to protect 
our students, staff and community, and at the request of Oregon Governor Kate 
Brown. Friday, March 13 is already scheduled as a staff workday when 4J 
students are not in school. 4J schools plan to resume classes on Wednesday, 
April 1. This school closure is a preventive measure to help slow the rate of 
spread of coronavirus and, as public health agencies explain, to flatten the curve 
of the virus’s impact on our communities and health care systems. Schools 
provide vital support to our communities and this closure will have a major impact 
on our families. Because of this, we do not take this decision lightly. Extending 
spring break will be a hardship for many families who rely on their schools for 
meals and a safe place for children to be during the day, as well as for education. 
While schools will be closed, we are finalizing plans to provide bagged to-go 
lunches at several of our sites. Details will be shared as soon as they are 
confirmed, including locations and times. Childcare providers that are located on 
school campuses will not be open during the school closure. This is a temporary 
closure and we will not be providing distance learning at this time. There are 
many decisions yet to be made, including whether these days will be made up at 
the end of the school year or by other schedule changes. Thank you for your 
support and understanding during this challenging time for our schools and our 
community. ; All Bethel schools will close beginning Monday, March 16th, and will 
reopen Wednesday, April 1st. Teachers are tentatively scheduled to return on 
Monday, March 30th. While schools will not be open, we are finalizing plans to 
provide bagged to-go lunches at several of our sites. Details will be shared as 
soon as they are confirmed, including locations and times. Childcare providers 
that are located on school campuses will not be open during the school closure. 
This is intended to be a temporary closure and we will not be providing distance 
learning at this time. There are many decisions yet to be made, including whether 
these days will be made up at the end of the school year. We all hope this closure 
will be successful in combating the coronavirus, and we look forward to being 
able to return to our normal, healthy school routine. ; Springfield Public Schools 
will close all schools beginning March 16, through March 31. This will include 



athletics, activities and clubs. Friday, March 13, is a regularly scheduled half day, 
and will be the last day for students. School offices will remain open through the 
afternoon for students and families to collect their belongings and medications in 
advance of the extended break. We understand that extended school closure will 
create hardship for many families. Springfield Schools will make to-go hot lunches 
available to students beginning Monday, March 16, at any school location from 11 
am -1 pm. Additional information will be posted on the Springfield district website 
as it is available: www.springfield.k12.or.us/coronavirus ; State health officials say 
six additional residents of the Oregon Veterans' Home in Lebanon have tested 
positive for COVID-19 and are presumptive positive cases. That brings the total at 
that facility to eight. The Oregon Heath Authority says the new patients include 
one man between the ages of 55 and 74, and five men aged 75 years or older. 
The two previous cases are men in their 80s. While the newly diagnosed illnesses 
are considered linked to the two earlier cases, the exact sources of their 
exposures remain unknown. All eight patients have been placed in isolation at the 
facility. There now are 30 cases of the virus statewide. There are no known cases 
in Lane County. State officials say they acted quickly on Wednesday night after 
learning of the first two cases. The Oregon Health Authority deployed an Infection 
Control and Specimen Collection Strike Team to begin testing all 151 residents 
and 225 staff. The first batch of samples were tested early yesterday morning with 
the results returned late Thursday afternoon. Nearly all of the residents at the 
facility are older than 70, and officials say close to one-third are 90 years old or 
older. Health experts know that elderly people are much more likely to die from 
COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus. The outbreak at a long-term 
care facility near Seattle, for example, has killed more than 20 people so far. Now, 
with word of six new cases in addition to the two first diagnoses at the Oregon 
Veterans Home in Lebanon, Linn County Commissioner Roger Nyquist wants 
state and federal officials to test all elderly and medically vulnerable residents in 
long-term care facilities in Linn County. ; State epidemiologist Dr. Dean Sidelinger 
said Thursday that he believes as many as 250 Oregonians already have 
coronavirus, and that without proper actions to stop the spread, the number of 
cases could top 75,000 by mid-May. ; Across Oregon, state emergency health 
rules are direct operators and staff of nursing, assisted living and residential care 
facilities, including those providing memory care, to: Restrict visitation to only 
essential individuals. Limit essential visitors to two per resident at a given time. 
Screen all permitted visitors for respiratory or other symptoms potentially 
indicating COVID-19, and for recent travel to an affected geographic area or high-
risk setting prior to entering the facilities. Document the screenings for all visitors. 
Limit community outings. Support residents’ access to socialization when visitors 
are not able to enter the facility through virtual visits. Health officials continue to 
urge all Oregonians to take steps to protect those who are most vulnerable to 
complications from COVID-19. ; Earlier in the day Thursday, Oregon announced 
three other COVID-19 diagnoses. That included the first case in Clackamas 
County, southeast of Portland. The patient is a man between the ages of 35 and 
54 who was a close contact of a previously diagnosed case. There also were two 
new cases in Washington County, both women older than 55 who had no known 
close contacts with confirmed cases.  Washington County now has a total of 10 
cases.  ; Health officials continue to urge all Oregonians to take steps to protect 
those who are most vulnerable to complications from COVID-19. Those 



considered “high risk” include adults 60 and older, or anyone with a serious health 
condition, including lung or heart problems, kidney disease, or diabetes, or 
anyone who has a suppressed immune system. People vulnerable to 
complications should follow federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
recommendations to stay home as much as possible and avoid gatherings. Every 
resident should take these basic steps to protect those most at risk: Never visit a 
hospital or long-term-care facility if you have a fever or cough illness. Cover your 
mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze. Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with 
unwashed hands. Stay home if you feel ill. Call your provider before seeking 
health care. The COVID-19 virus spreads like the flu, when someone who is sick 
coughs or sneezes close to another person (close means about 6 feet). After 
someone contracts COVID-19, illness usually develops within 14 days. Symptoms 
mirror those of the flu, including fever, cough, runny nose, headache, sore throat 
and general feelings of illness. That has made it more difficult for health officials 
to identify sick individuals and stop the virus from spreading. ; Oregon Governor 
Kate Brown’s Brown’s chief of staff, Nik Blosser, says that the Trump 
administration has informed the state that it will be sending just a small fraction of 
the personal protective equipment she sought for front-line medical workers amid 
the coronavirus outbreak, and that much of that equipment is past its expiration 
date. In a telephone interview, called that "staggeringly inadequate." Brown wrote 
to Vice President Mike Pence, President Trump's point man on fighting the virus, 
on March 3. She noted that Oregon needs 400,000 N-95 respirator masks and 
the same number of gowns and gloves and disposable protective suits, plus up to 
100 ventilators in case the coronavirus spreads more widely in the state. This 
week, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention advised the governor's office that Oregon will be 
receiving only 36,600 N-95 respirator masks, 87,000 surgical masks, 16,700 face 
shields, 13,700 surgical gowns and 48,500 gloves. No ventilators were listed.  
Charles Boyle, the governor’s press secretary, says they’ve been told by the CDC 
that while the equipment is capable of being used for COVID-19 response, 
because it is well past expiration date it would not be suitable for surgical settings. 
The CDC did not immediately respond to a request for comment. ; Pacific Power 
is temporarily suspending disconnections and late fees for non-payment for 
customers in Oregon, Washington and California to support the state of 
emergency declared in all three states in response to the COVID-19 virus. 
Company officials say they will continue to evaluate other ways to support during 
this quickly evolving public health emergency. Customers can call 1-888-221-
7070 at any time to speak with a customer care agent who can help answer any 
questions. ; Radio Redux is following the Hult Center for the Performing Arts’ 
policy and postponing its performances of “Stagecoach” (scheduled for April 3-5 
at the Hult Center) until further notice. ; According to Governor Kate Brown’s 
directives and with the support of the Oregon Department of Education and the 
state’s Early Learning Division, during the closure:  School districts are directed to 
develop plans for returning to school that accommodate ongoing impacts of 
coronavirus. Staff should utilize the final two days of March to finalize plans for 
operating schools under updated measures, with students expected to return on 
Wednesday, April 1. Districts are tasked with developing plans to continue 
nutrition services during the closure. The Oregon Department of Education will 



examine the impact the closure will have on instructional time. School districts will 
ensure adequate cleaning supplies for increased cleaning protocols following the 
closure. The Early Learning Division will support child care programs and will 
work to identify resources to support child care needs for our most vulnerable 
families, as well as health care professionals and first responders. “We are in 
close communication with school districts across the state, and they will be 
communicating regularly with their school communities throughout the closure 
period,” said Colt Gill, Director of the Oregon Department of Education. “Due to 
the evolving nature of this crisis, these timelines will be reevaluated in late March 
in consultation with school administrators.” ; Due to the exceptional 
circumstances, the Egan Warming Centers are consolidating all regular Eugene 
adult sites. This is to alleviate concerns from host sites and to consolidate our 
volunteer base. Egan will be opening three sites: Lane Events Center, Springfield 
at 765 A St, Springfield, and First United Methodist Church for youth needing a 
place to overnight in Eugene. The Egan Warming centers also are encouraging 
our volunteers who are aged 60 and older or who have existing health concerns 
to sit this activation out. Consequently, coordinators are asking our younger 
volunteers to step up. /  
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COVID-19: If it is not an emergency, please DO NOT call the hospital emergency 
department. That's the word from officials with Lane County Public Health, who 
say emergency departments at local hospitals reported over the weekend they 
were being overrun with non-emergency calls, preventing those who need care 
from getting through in the fastest manner possible. Lane County Public Health is 
urging you to instead call use their non-emergency hotline. The number at 541-
682-1380 for non-emergency COVID-19 related questions. The COVID-19 hotline 
is open from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. seven days a week and has trained public 
health staff and nurses available to answer questions and address concerns. 
Other counties are also setting up non-emergency COVID-19 hotlines, including: 
Douglas County at 541-464-6550. The non-emergency line is staffed from 8:00 
am–7:30 pm, seven days a week. Benton County at 541-766-6120. The non-
emergency line is staffed Monday through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Additionally, Oregon's 211 line offers resources ranging including any local 
hotlines in your area and contact information for other local resources. If you are 
experiencing a health emergency please call 911. ; In the new guidance issued 
Sunday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention warned that large events 
could contribute to the spread of COVID-19 throughout the country. The CDC 
now recommends all gatherings with more than 50 people be canceled or 
postponed. That has implications for more conferences, festivals, parades and 
even weddings. And while many couples are still planning to hold weddings in the 
coming weeks, organizers are being encouraged to take extra steps to protect 
older guests who might be more vulnerable to the spread of the virus. Many 
states previously settled on limits of 250 or fewer people but, in light of the CDC 
advice, are revising those restrictions. Oregon Governor Kate Brown said Sunday 
evening she's considering shutting down bars and restaurants in the state. Brown 
said she would make a final decision later today after speaking to local leaders. 
She added her options are a curfew for bars and restaurants or total closure, and 
that she’s trying to find a way the hospitality industry can survive. Some 
restaurant and bar owners say they hope Brown does make the declaration. With 
customers staying home, they say an official declaration will trigger the “Loss of 
Business” clauses in their insurance policies. Yesterday evening, Starbucks 
announced it is closing many locations and turning others into take-out or drive-up 
only. Major retailers are beginning to curtail or shut down operations temporarily 
including outdoor store REI, which has an outlet in Eugene. Officials with the 



Oregon Health Authority yesterday have announced that three more people have 
tested positive for COVID-19, bringing the number of confirmed cases in the state 
to 39. One man died Saturday at the Portland Veterans Administration hospital. 
Officials said the Multnomah County man, a onetime Lane County resident, was 
in his 70s and had underlying health conditions. ; You might want to hang on to 
those returnable bottles and cans unless you’re able to take them to one of the 
state’s BottleDrop redemption centers. Retailers are concerned about staff being 
exposed to the coronavirus if they handle those empties. On Sunday, the Oregon 
Liquor Control Commission announced that it would not take any enforcement 
action against retailers for failing to accept empty beverage containers for 
redemption through at least the end of March. Grocers and supermarkets say 
they also need the relief because their workers are already overwhelmed with an 
unprecedented volume of customers attempting to purchase provisions for 
prolonged periods at home. Supermarket and grocery retailers also are short-
staffed; like many other businesses and institutions their employees are also 
managing their own health and family issues during this challenging time. With 
the surge in consumer grocery shopping, food retail employees are working long 
hours to help customers as grocers prioritize their efforts on keeping shelves 
stocked. The concerns about maintaining on-site redemption and collection areas 
is taking increasing amounts of time away from in store customer service, supply 
re-stocking, store cleaning, and managing social distancing. Stores have 
requested relief from bottle bill redemption in order to shift employees to focus on 
the unusually high customer traffic. Providing temporary relief through this action 
will allow grocers greater flexibility to more effectively manage and maintain a 
safe and healthy store environment. BottleDrop redemption centers, operated by 
the Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative will remain open. BottleDrop 
Express drop sites and Dealer Redemption Centers also will remain open. The 
OLCC has created an information flyer that is available on its website and 
provides details to locate all redemption center locations.  Because not all 
communities have redemption centers, citizens are being asked to safely store 
bottles and cans until redemption services resume. ; Governor Kate Brown said 
Sunday the state has begun receiving shipments of protective equipment for 
hospital workers from the federal government. The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report that Brown says the state received 15 percent of its allotted supply on 
Friday and Sunday. Nik Blosser, Brown’s chief of staff, told reporters that testing 
for the COVID-19 virus also is increasing as private testing labs come online. He 
said about 110 results were returned Sunday. ; A top Kaiser Permanente 
executive said Sunday the large health care organization will postpone all non-
urgent medical and dental procedures in Oregon and Southwest Washington 
through the end of the month, providing only urgent and emergency care or virtual 
appointments online. Other major Oregon medical providers indicated Sunday 
they also are considering delays in routine or elective procedures but none have 
announced such a decision yet. The Oregonian and OregonLive report Kaiser 
hospitals have already postponed 420 surgical or procedural cases scheduled for 
this coming week. The health organization will reassess the situation at the end of 
the month and decide whether to extend the delays. It comes as Kaiser officials 
anticipate an influx of patients amid the coronavirus outbreak and want to reserve 
medical staff and supplies for those anticipated cases. Additionally, Kaiser 
officials say they know some staff might be unable to work at times in the future 



because of statewide school closures and childcare issues. Kaiser Permanente is 
a managed care organization that provides medical care to 621,000 members in 
Oregon and Southwest Washington, and dental care to 291,000. It’s one of the 
area’s largest medical providers, operating two hospitals in the region plus 36 
medical offices and 21 dental offices. ; With schools closing for weeks and 
companies laying off workers during the slowdown, more individuals and families 
are struggling to put food on the table. Your local food bank, FOOD for Lane 
County, is in need of donations. Can you help out? The best and safest way to do 
it is by making a cash donation online at www.foodforlanecounty.org FOOD for 
Lane County says this week’s donations can help offset losses tied to the 
cancelation of the Spring Lane County Home & Garden Show—traditionally a big 
food donation site—as well as the postponement of this month’s big fundraiser, 
Chef’s Night Out. Food bank officials say the community has a strong history of 
responding to hunger in Lane County. During a time when people face 
unexpected medical expenses and missed work, they say your support of their 
mission is more important than ever. ; The coronavirus is causing a big disruption 
in our nation’s blood supply. Blood transfusions are needed for surgeries, in the 
treatment of diseases, for victims of accidents, and for critically ill newborns. Last 
week, Bloodworks Northwest—which operates 12 donations centers in the region, 
including here in Eugene—sounded the alarm about the dwindling Pacific 
Northwest’s blood supply. It came as fewer people were stepping up to donate 
blood, prompting the cancellation of blood drives at schools and businesses. 
Close to 60 percent of the community’s blood supply comes from blood drives. 
Medical experts say there is no evidence that COVID-19 can be transmitted by 
blood transfusion. This was also the case for other major coronaviruses, such as 
SARS and MERS. Bloodworks is urging the people to step up and donate to help 
maintain critical supplies. Call ahead to check days and hours to schedule a 
donation appointment. The website is bloodworksnw.org ; Across Oregon, cities 
are working to safeguard residents by increasing cleaning and sanitation efforts 
and providing handwashing stations in public areas. In Eugene, officials say ten 
handwashing stations have been set up in key locations throughout the 
community, including downtown. The handwashing stations are available until 
further notice, and a map of the locations is available online on the City of Eugene 
website. Public libraries have been forced to close or cutback hours amid 
coronavirus concerns but are waiving late fees. Local parks and recreation 
centers and aquatic facilities have closed and canceled classes and outings. 
Check their websites for updates in the coming weeks. ; I want to begin by giving 
a big shout-out and “thank you” to all of the people who are working their 
backsides off during this challenging time. The custodial workers, the grocery 
store staff, the people operating pumps at service stations, the garbage and 
recycling truck drivers. All of the people in the health care profession—at the 
hospitals, clinics and public health agencies—who are working to help those in 
need and answering hundreds of calls and questions on Lane County’s and other 
COVID-19 non-emergency hotlines. The people who’ve coordinated the free 
meals for kids at sites across Oregon during the statewide school closures. And 
everyone, everyone doing frequent wipe-downs of doorknobs and handles, light 
switches, counters, credit and debit card pay stations, and more. It was an 
exhausting weekend for many people, from parents scrambling to make child care 
arrangements and stock their pantries to grocery workers pulling extra hours 



while dealing with anxious shoppers and trying to keep shelves stocked. So many 
of you were exhausted last night, have spent little time with your own families, 
and are starting the day wearier than you’d like to be. If you’re out and about and 
encounter these hard-working folks, please be kind to them, give them a smile 
and thank them for keeping things going during the start of some very challenging 
times. ; Oregon Gov. Kate Brown said Sunday evening she's considering shutting 
down bars and restaurants in the state as Public Health officials have announced 
that three more people have tested positive for COVID-19, bringing the number of 
confirmed cases there to 39. Brown said she would make a final decision later 
today after speaking to local leaders. Some restaurant and bar owners say they 
hope Brown does make the declaration. With customers staying home, they say 
an official declaration will trigger the “Loss of Business” clauses in their insurance 
policies. Brown said her options were a curfew for bars and restaurants or total 
closure. The governor said she's trying to find a way the hospitality industry can 
survive. On Sunday, officials with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
issued guidance calling for prohibiting gatherings of 50 or more people. Many 
states previously settled on limits of 250 or fewer people but, in light of the CDC 
advice, are revising those restrictions. ; Oregon now has 39 people who have 
been diagnosed with COVID-19 and one death. Sunday’s three new cases 
include one in Linn County, one in Yamhill County, and one in Deschutes County. 
The case in Linn County is a staff member at the Oregon Veterans’ Home in 
Lebanon, which currently has nine residents who have tested positive. The 
employee was sent home when symptoms appeared and has remained in 
isolation ever since. It comes as state officials work to process the last of the tests 
for the 151 residents and 225 staff at the Oregon Veterans' Home in Lebanon. 
The Yamhill County and Deschutes County cases are believed to be community 
acquired. ; Officials with the Oregon Health Authority said Saturday night that a 
man in his 70s has become the first person in Oregon to die from the new 
coronavirus. The Multnomah County man who was hospitalized at the Portland 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center died earlier in the day. State health officials say 
the man, who had underlying heath conditions, tested positive for COVID-19 on 
March 10. He had no known contact to a confirmed case and had not traveled to 
a country where the virus is circulating. His name has not been officially released, 
but some relatives and friends say that years ago he lived and worked in the 
Eugene area. Oregon now has 36 confirmed cases of the coronavirus after the 
state health department announced more new cases over the weekend. So far, 
there are NO cases in Lane County. But as testing expands, officials anticipate it 
is just a matter of time before we see our first case here. Meantime, leaders of the 
Eugene YMCA say test results from one of their employees for the coronavirus 
are negative. That’s good news for the fitness and community facility, which 
closed its doors for a deep cleaning after the worker tested negative for influenza 
and while they were awaiting the coronavirus test results. ; State health officials 
say they have tested close to 800 people for the coronavirus since last January. 
They diagnosed 39 cases, including the man who died over the weekend at 
Portland’s Veterans Administration Hospital. Experts with the Oregon Health 
Authority say two dozen of those who’ve been diagnosed are age 55 or older. 
Another ten are between the ages of 35 to 54. The remaining five cases are 34 or 
younger, with one of those a juvenile. But health officials say 579 people 
statewide have tested negative for the virus. The remaining 182 test results are 



pending. In Lane County, 41 people have been tested. While eight of those test 
results are pending, the other 33 came back negative for COVID-19. That 
includes an employee at the Eugene Family YMCA, who developed flu-like 
symptoms recently, prompting a closure and deep-cleaning of the facility. YMCA 
officials say that person tested negative for the coronavirus. ; As part of the effort 
to slow the spread of the virus, more than 700 people across Oregon have 
isolated themselves at home for 14 days since late January. State officials say 
366 have completed monitoring without developing symptoms or were determined 
to have no risk. More than 350 are still being monitored. ; Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown says the state is working to provide childcare to the children of frontline 
medical workers and first responders as schools close for two weeks in response 
to the coronavirus. State officials are asking school districts to help identify those 
children. ; More than 400 doctors in Oregon have signed a letter to Governor Kate 
Brown warning that if the virus continues to spread unchecked, hospitals may 
become overwhelmed and in two weeks doctors might be making decisions on 
who will live and who will die. ; A top Kaiser Permanente executive said Sunday 
the large health care organization will postpone all non-urgent medical and dental 
procedures in Oregon and Southwest Washington through the end of the month, 
providing only urgent and emergency care or virtual appointments online. ; Other 
major Oregon medical providers indicated Sunday they also are considering 
delays in routine or elective procedures but none have announced such a 
decision yet. The Oregonian and OregonLive report Kaiser hospitals have already 
postponed 420 surgical or procedural cases scheduled for this coming week. The 
health organization will reassess the situation at the end of the month and decide 
whether to extend the delays. It comes as Kaiser officials anticipate an influx of 
patients amid the coronavirus outbreak and want to reserve medical staff and 
supplies for those anticipated cases. Additionally, Kaiser officials say they know 
some staff might be unable to work at times in the future because of statewide 
school closures and childcare issues. Kaiser Permanente is a managed care 
organization that provides medical care to 621,000 members in Oregon and 
Southwest Washington, and dental care to 291,000. It’s one of the area’s largest 
medical providers, operating two hospitals in the region plus 36 medical offices 
and 21 dental offices. ; The COVID-19 virus spreads like the flu, when someone 
who is sick coughs or sneezes close to another person (close means within about 
6 feet). After someone contracts COVID-19, illness usually develops within 14 
days. Symptoms mirror those of the flu, including fever, cough, runny nose, 
headache, sore throat and general feelings of illness. But one of the 
distinguishing characteristics of COVID-19 is shortness of breath. Public health 
officials remind you to protect yourself and vulnerable friends and family members 
by washing your hands, covering your coughs and sneezes, and staying home 
and away from others if you’re sick. Officials continue to urge all Oregonians to 
take steps to protect themselves, their families, and those who are most 
vulnerable to complications from COVID-19. Those considered “high risk” include 
adults 60 and older, or anyone with a serious health condition, including lung or 
heart problems, kidney disease, diabetes, or anyone who has a suppressed 
immune system. Take basic steps to protect yourself and those most at risk: 
Never visit a hospital or long-term-care facility if you have a fever or cough. Cover 
your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze. Wash your hands often with 
soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Regularly clean and disinfect frequently 



touched objects and surfaces like bathrooms, desks, countertops, doorknobs, 
computer keyboards, faucet handles, toys and cell phones. Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands. Stay home and away from others if 
you are ill. ; Washington Gov. Jay Inslee said Sunday night that he would order all 
bars, restaurants, entertainment and recreation facilities in his state to temporarily 
close to fight the spread of COVID-19 Washington state has 769 cases statewide 
including 42 deaths—many tied to a nursing home in Kirkland, Washington. The 
Seattle Times reports the bulk of the cases are tied to Seattle-areas outbreaks, 
with 420 of the patients who fell ill living in that three-county area. Washington 
state’s proclamation, which is expected this morning, would not apply to grocery 
stores and pharmacies and that restaurants could continue take-out and delivery 
services. There is no estimate of how long it might remain in place. Inslee also 
revised Washington state’s ban on public events to limit them to no more than 50 
people, in compliance with guidance from the CDC. The previous ban allowed 
gatherings of up to 250. ; The death toll from the new coronavirus in Washington 
state jumped to 40 on Saturday when King County health officials reported three 
new fatalities. Two of the new deaths were from the nursing home that's been the 
epicenter of the outbreak. Washington state health officials are fighting the new 
coronavirus on two fronts — containment, while trying to ensure hospitals can 
care for people who become sick, and to date, they have not received the 
equipment they need. Dr. Kathy Lofy told the Associated Press that they're still 
working on slowing the spread but also trying to plan on how to expand beyond 
the walls of the state's current health care system. ; The spread of the coronavirus 
has forced the cancellation of this year’s Eugene Marathon. Organizers made the 
announcement yesterday evening, saying it was clear that holding the event the 
last weekend in April would have jeopardized the health and safety of 
participants, volunteers and the community. Eugene Marathon organizers hope 
by mid-week to have details on how they’ll handle refunds and other details. ; The 
spread of the coronavirus and COVID-19 has forced the cancellation of next 
month’s Academy of Country Music Awards in Las Vegas. ACM officials 
announced the postponement of the April 5 show yesterday, as many performers 
were suspending their spring tours and attendees continued canceling their travel 
plans. The hope is to reschedule sometime in September. In the meantime, the 
ACM Awards website and emails to ticketholders contains details on the 
postponement and on requesting refunds. It comes as MGM Resorts 
International, which operates close to 30 properties in and around the Las Vegas 
Strip, announced it was closing those facilities beginning tomorrow and until 
further notice and Nevada’s governor unveiled steps to limit public gatherings for 
at least eight weeks. ; The health restrictions are hitting popular country music 
destination Nashville, Tennessee. Bars and clubs have closed along Lower 
Broadway and elsewhere in Music City. Restaurants are limited to 50 percent of 
their seating capacity. The show went on Saturday night at the Grand Ole Opry in 
Nashville, Tennessee, but not as planned. The Tennessean reports that on 
Saturday night, performers sang and played to 4,000 empty seats at the Grand 
Ole Opry House. It came after organizers announced the broadcast would be 
without an audience for at least four weeks in order to reduce potential spread of 
the coronavirus, Opry members Connie Smith, Bill Anderson and Jeannie Seely 
performed on Saturday and said even though it was an empty auditorium, they 
knew fans were listening and watching from home. ; On Saturday night, revelers 



in many parts of the country ignored warnings against attending large gatherings 
to prevent the spread of coronavirus. On Sunday it became clear that in many 
places, the party is over. Illinois, Ohio, Washington state and New York City are 
among the places that ordered bars to close and restaurants to stop dine-in 
service. Takeout and delivery will still be allowed. In New Orleans and Chicago, 
people clad in green for St. Patrick's Day packed bars and spilled onto crowded 
sidewalks on Saturday even after the cities canceled their parades. ; Stocks 
dropped 9% in early trading Monday on Wall Street and triggered another 
temporary halt to trading as huge swaths of the economy come closer to shutting 
down, from airlines to restaurants. Trading was halted within the first few minutes, 
and the S&P 500's losses deepened after it resumed. Emergency actions taken 
by the Federal Reserve late Sunday to prop up the economy and get financial 
markets running smoothly again may have raised fears even further, some 
investors said. European markets were also down about 10%. The price of crude 
oil dropped 8%. Bond prices soared as investors sought safety. ; The biggest 
banks in the U.S. moved in unison to conserve cash through the first half of the 
year. The Financial Services Forum, which represents Bank of America, Bank of 
New York Mellon, Citigroup, Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan Chase, Morgan Stanley, 
State Street, and Wells Fargo, said members would suspend stock buybacks for 
first quarter and the second quarter due to the virus outbreak. Companies in 
every sector are buckling under the spread of the coronavirus Monday. Box office 
ticket sales plunged to their lowest levels in at least 20 years in North America to 
among Hollywood's worst weekends ever. More people went to the movies the 
weekend after Sept. 11, 2001. ; Major airlines are scaling back flights dramatically 
in response to the coronavirus crisis that has seen Europe and the wider world go 
into lockdown. Budget airline EasyJet said it is making big cancellations that will 
continue on a rolling basis. It said that could result in the grounding of the majority 
of its fleet. BA's parent company, IAG, which also owns Spain's Iberia, said that 
for April and May it plans to reduce capacity by at least 75% from the previous 
year. Ryanair, Europe's busiest airline, said it expects to ground the majority of its 
fleet across Europe over the next 7-10 days. ; The owners of iconic Las Vegas 
casinos such as Bellagio and Wynn Las Vegas are shutting down as the 
coronavirus pandemic prompts authorities to lock down public gathering places. 
MGM Resorts’ operations in Las Vegas include the MGM Grand and Mandalay 
Bay. The company said it will suspend operations at casinos and hotels 
indefinitely by Tuesday. It will not be taking reservations for arrivals prior to May 
1. ; AMC Theaters, the largest movie chain in North America, will limit attendance 
at all screenings to 50 people to adhere to the CDC's latest social distancing 
guidelines. Cinemas in New York City and Los Angeles on Sunday were order 
closed by of the city's respective mayors. Many art house theaters nationwide 
have also shuttered. But the largest chains in North America — AMC, Regal 
Cinemas, Cinemark — have tried to keep their doors open. Over the weekend, 
the chains began to limit theater capacity to 50%. They have pledged to 
thoroughly clean theaters in between showings. ; The U.S. surgeon general says 
the number of coronavirus cases in the United States has reached the level that 
Italy recorded two weeks ago. It's a sign that infections are expected to rise in 
America as the government steps up testing and financial markets continue to fall. 
Dr. Jerome Adams told Fox News on Monday the U.S. is at a critical inflection 
point.  Two weeks ago, there were 1,700 cases of coronavirus in Italy. Now, Italy 



is reporting an estimated 25,000 cases and more than 1,800 deaths. So far, 65 
people have died in the United States.  ; White House officials are greeting staff 
members, reporters and camera workers by swiping their foreheads with a 
temporal thermometer. It's part of new measures put in place Monday to protect 
President Donald Trump and his staff during the coronavirus outbreak. Only those 
with a reading of 99.6 degrees Fahrenheit or less are being allowed entry into the 
complex. The new measures expand on screenings the White House began on 
Saturday for anyone who will get close to Trump and Vice President Mike Pence. 
Members of the press corps are also taking steps, independent of the White 
House, to limit their own exposure to the coronavirus. ; The Supreme Court is 
postponing courtroom arguments, including those over subpoenas for President 
Trump’s financial records. Other business will go on as planned, including the 
justices' private conference on Friday and the release of orders in a week's time. 
Some justices may participate by telephone, the court said in a statement. Six of 
the nine justices are 65 and older, at higher risk of getting very sick from the 
illness, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Justices 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 87, and Stephen Breyer, 81, are the oldest members of the 
court. ; Florida, Illinois and Ohio are pushing forward with primary elections, 
although the coronavirus is causing headaches for some county elections 
supervisors as poll workers drop out in fear of catching the disease. The 
governors' offices in those states said Monday they are not planning to delay 
Tuesday's primary because of the viral outbreak. Arizona is also expected to 
proceed with Tuesday's election. In Florida, one precaution the state took is to 
move polling places located in nursing homes and assisted living facilities to avoid 
exposing the residents to outsiders. ; The outbreak of the new coronavirus is 
causing the U.S. Census Bureau to postpone sending out census takers to count 
college students in off-campus housing. It's also delaying sending out census 
takers to grocery stores and houses of worship where they help people fill out the 
once-a-decade questionnaire. The Census Bureau says the deadline for ending 
the 2020 census at the end of July could be adjusted as needed. The 2020 
census started last week with its website going live. The bureau says that, as of 
Sunday, 5 million people had already responded to the census. ; Millions of 
people are holed up at home or keeping a wary eye on how close they get to 
friends and neighbors as fear of the new coronavirus spreads to more places. The 
outbreak continues to move away from its original epicenter in Asia. China, where 
the virus was first detected in December, now accounts for less than half of the 
world’s more than 169,000 cases. In the rush for a vaccine, the first participant in 
a clinical trial will receive an experimental dose at a research institute in the U.S. 
Officials, however, caution that it will still take from a year to 18 months to fully 
validate any potential vaccine. ; Governors of New York, Connecticut, New Jersey 
said Monday they have agreed to close bars, restaurants, movie theaters and 
casinos starting at 8 p.m. Monday. The governors said essential businesses like 
supermarkets and gas stations will be able to stay open after 8 p.m. All non-
essential businesses must close in New Jersey and Connecticut. New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo says he is “strongly encouraging” non-essential businesses to 
close in New York after 8 p.m. Restaurants will be able to offer take-out and 
delivery. ; The nation's largest business organization is asking government 
leaders to act rapidly to help companies have access to cash and avert a 
“potentially devastating” hit to the economy as the coronavirus pandemic forces 



closures and quarantines worldwide. In a letter to President Donald Trump and 
congressional leaders, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce called for legislation 
including a three-month cancellation of the taxes companies pay to support Social 
Security, Medicare and unemployment insurance. The chamber said in a 
statement accompanying the letter that acting quickly could “mitigate the 
potentially devastating economic effects” of the virus' spread. ; Cancellations and 
postponements in the entertainment industry continue to mount as the world 
reacts to the new coronavirus spreading globally. Elton John is postponing part of 
his North American tour due to the coronavirus pandemic. The superstar says the 
March 26 through May 2 shows of his Farewell Yellow Brick Road Tour will be 
rescheduled. Tour performances for May 22 through July 8 remain as scheduled. 
Foo Fighters’ Dave Grohl says he didn’t cancel shows when he broke his leg and 
had to perform from a wheelchair onstage but he must postpone his band’s tour 
because of the coronavirus. ; The leader of the IOC’s coordination commission for 
the Tokyo Olympics says there is no May deadline to cancel the games and he 
remains confident the event will go ahead despite sports coming to a virtual 
standstill globally amid the coronavirus epidemic. John Coates tells an Australian 
newspaper “it’s all proceeding to start on the 24th of July.” He rebuffed 
speculation that the end of May loomed as the deadline to make a call on the 
Tokyo Olympics. /  
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COVID-19:  Meeting friends for lunch will have to wait. So will dinner out with your 
sweetheart and your family. As cases of coronavirus continue to spread across 
the U.S. and Oregon, restaurants and bars in multiple states, including ours, are 
being told they either need to shift their operations to take-out and delivery—or 
shut down until the situation improves. The restrictions were announced 
yesterday by Governor Kate Brown. Exemptions to the ban include grocery 
stores, pharmacies, retail stores and workplaces. State officials say businesses 
that cannot serve customers in a way that minimizes the risk of transmission 
during the pandemic should shut down for now. In addition to restricting 
restaurants, bars, brewpubs, distilleries and similar establishments to takeout and 
delivery food only, the governor is banning gatherings of more than 25 people for 
at least four weeks. And, following yesterday’s advice from President Trump, 
Brown urged Oregonians to avoid being around more than 10 people at a time. 
The new limits on gathering cover all events, including church services and 
private gatherings such as weddings. In response to the impact on workers and 
the economy, Brown said she will likely call a special legislative session 
“sometime in the next few weeks," to address public assistance and 
unemployment insurance needs, among other options. Oregon’s number of 
diagnosed cases rose to 47 yesterday morning. Benton County officials say two 
are Corvallis residents who were staying with relatives in Washington state when 
they contracted the disease from what’s been described as a “household contact.” 
Officials say the infected individuals will remain in Washington state throughout 
their illness and recovery period. To date, there are NO confirmed cases in Lane 
County. But four additional cases will be added today after word last night that 
four more people have tested positive at the Oregon Veterans’ Home in Lebanon. 
; With Oregon’s restaurants transitioning to take-out or delivery—or temporarily 
shutting their doors—what can you do to support your favorite food service 
establishment—or any other favorite business, for that matter? One way is to call 
the business and buy a gift certificate or gift card. That helps keep cashflow going 
now and allows you to enjoy meal or shopping trip out once the virus concerns 
ease. For restaurants, you might even consider making a reservation well in 
advance for a meal or even a small event gathering later this summer or fall. The 
spread of the coronavirus has been financially devastating for so many of our 
small businesses and they would be grateful for your support. ; The Oregon 
Health Authority announced eight new cases of the coronavirus late yesterday 



morning, bringing the state’s official Monday total to 47—although, as you’ll hear 
in a moment, there are four additional cases that were announced last night and 
will be added to today’s totals. Of the eight new cases announced yesterday, 
Benton County officials say two are Corvallis residents who were staying with 
relatives in Washington state when they contracted the disease from what’s been 
described as a “household contact.” Officials say the infected individuals will 
remain in Washington state throughout their illness and recovery period. There 
also are two new cases in Deschutes County; and 1 new case in each of four 
other counties: Clackamas, Marion, Multnomah and Washington. To date, there 
are NO confirmed cases in Lane County. ; Last night, we learned that four 
additional residents of the Oregon Veterans’ Home in Lebanon have tested 
positive for presumptive cases of COVID-19. The additional cases will be added 
to the state's overall COVID-19 numbers today. That means the cluster of cases 
now affects 13 residents. Twelve are veterans and one is a veterans’ spouse. 
One staff member also has tested positive earlier. That employee was sent home 
when symptoms appeared and has remained in isolation since. State officials say 
while the outbreak at the Oregon Veterans Home is a big health issue, the facility 
is much better-positioned to handle COVID-19 cases than that care facility in 
Kirkland, Washington. For starters, all 151 residents at the Lebanon facility have 
private rooms. All were built with a negative air pressure system that allows the 
staff to better isolate the air flow for each room from nearby rooms. And the staff 
had divided up its duties so that one group of health care workers treats those 
patients with COVID-19 or showing possible symptoms. The rest of the staff only 
deals with the healthy patients. The goal is to reduce the chance of spread 
beyond this initial set of infections. ; Governor Kate Brown yesterday afternoon 
announced new measures to slow the transmission of coronavirus in Oregon. 
They take effect today and will remain in force for at least four weeks. They 
include: A statewide cancelation of all events and gatherings larger than 25 
people — with the exception of essential locations such as workplaces, grocery 
stores, pharmacies, and retail stores. Additionally, and echoing yesterday’s 
request from President Trump, it's recommended that Oregonians avoid 
gatherings of 10 or more people. The governor and state staff worked to strike a 
compromise on rules to keep the struggling hospitality industry afloat. 
Restaurants, bars, and other establishments may remain open for now, but they 
may not offer food or beverages for on-site consumption. They are restricted to 
carry-out and delivery only. Food service at health care facilities, workplaces, and 
other essential facilities will continue. Owners, managers and workers at all other 
businesses are urged to assess their practices, put strong social distancing 
measures into place, and close their doors temporarily if they cannot do so. ; 
Many restaurant, bars and other businesses are rushing to adapt to the new 
rules. They’ve beefed up their take-out ordering, simplified menus and adjusted 
staffing. Some business owners are converting waitstaff to delivery people. But 
others warn the drop-off in business might force them to shutter permanently. And 
while they remain open as essential businesses, some grocery stores are working 
to set up take-out ordering systems where customers may purchase and pay for 
items online, then drive to the store and have the bags of groceries and other 
good delivered to their vehicles, so they need no set foot in stores. That could 
reduce exposure to other shoppers and help prevent potentially infected people 
from entering the establishments. ; The Governor's Coronavirus Economic 



Advisory Council convenes later today to examine ways reduce the impact of the 
new guidelines on Oregon’s economy. That might result in additional funding 
requests to the State Legislature and the federal government. At the request of 
Oregon’s Attorney General, Ellen Rosenblum, the governor issued a declaration 
to prevent price gouging on essential items such as hand sanitizer and toilet 
paper, declaring what’s known as an “abnormal market disruption” after anxious 
shoppers emptied most store shelves of those products during the past week. 
The declaration allows state justice officials to take action and follow-up on 
consumer complaints about price-gouging, whether it is at a large retailer or a 
small business. In the letter to the Governor, the Attorney General cited two 
consumer complaints received last week: In one, a pharmacy was allegedly 
selling toilet paper for $22.99, when the consumer believed the same brand and 
size of toilet paper typically sells for $9.99-12.99 at the same store. Officials say 
they also received a complaint about a grocery store in Central Oregon that 
allegedly sold 2 bottles of rubbing alcohol for $4 each when the same bottle 
normally sell[s] for one dollar. The person also said the store marked up a 
disinfectant cleaner from $3 dollars to $9.99. ; The governor also activated the 
state’s Unified Command emergency response, which is an incident management 
structure similar to what Oregon would activate during a major Cascadia 
earthquake. It’s designed to ensure the Oregon Health Authority and state Office 
of Emergency Management work together to minimize disruption to critical 
services. ; Lane County will be posting a damage assessment form on its COVID-
19 webpage for businesses in Lane County to fill out. The purpose of the damage 
assessment form is to begin documenting the economic damage faced by 
businesses as a result of COVID-19. This is similar to what businesses were 
asked to document after 2019’s “Snowmageddon.” The information gathered will 
be used to pursue potential federal reimbursement for businesses; however, that 
reimbursement is not guaranteed. ; Lane County and the cities of Eugene and 
Springfield are issuing emergency declarations this week. The Springfield City 
Council took action last night, the Lane County Board of Commissioners 
considers its declaration this morning, and the Eugene City Council will take 
action later today, as well. The purpose of the emergency declarations is to 
increase the amount of state and federal resources that may be used to address 
COVID-19 in our community. It also provides the authorization needed for 
agencies to expand their ability to respond to the situation with updated or new 
policies, including working with vulnerable populations and businesses. ; Lane 
Transit District officials say they will be making significant changes to their routes 
and scheduling in response to COVID-19 concerns in order to help limit the 
spread of the illness. Among the immediate changes and effective today, Lane 
Transit’s Cottage Grove Connector and Eugene-based EmGo trips are canceled 
until further notice. Keep abreast of that and other route updates at LTD’s 
website, which is www.ltd.org In the meantime, Lane Transit is discouraging 
unnecessary travel aboard its buses and RideSource and urging riders onboard 
buses to engage in social distancing and sit or stand at least six feet away from 
one-another, where possible. Avoid close contact with people who are sick. Avoid 
touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. And stay home and do not ride if you are 
sick. ; Four of the Portland area’s major hospital groups yesterday unveiled a 
partnership to prepare for the expected surge of COVID-19 cases in the coming 
weeks — and their top officials say it provides a model for a crisis care plan that 



can be implemented statewide. Working together, the hospitals operated by 
Providence Health Systems, Kaiser Permanente, Legacy Health and the Oregon 
Health and Science University will coordinate their response and allocation of 
supplies, ranging from COVID-19 testing resources and personal protective 
equipment. The goal is to ensure there are adequate gowns, masks, and gloves, 
to treat patients. And the four health systems will work together to increase bed 
capacity. It comes after a new study by an OHSU researcher predicted that the 
number of Oregonians infected with COVID-19 could double every 6.2 days, and 
that about 20 percent of those infected will require hospitalization. The Oregonian 
and OregonLive report that, based on those numbers, researchers predict that the 
state will see a spike in demand for hospital beds in coming weeks. OHSU data 
scientists Peter Grave’s modeling showed that by April 11, Oregon hospitals 
might need an additional 1,000 hospital beds and 400 intensive care unit beds. 
Those numbers stunned Oregon hospital executives, leading to the Portland 
metro area partnership that’s intended to use their resources in a coordinated way 
to handle a surge of Oregonians who may soon need hospitalization.  The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report that, among other things, the new unified 
operation proposes to bolster existing frontline staffers by providing childcare for 
current workers, and by activating recent retirees, reserves and potential 
candidates now working outside of hospitals. The health care systems plan to 
jointly manage their inventory of beds and scarce resources such as ventilators, 
masks and other personal protection equipment. As testing kits remain in short 
supply, the hospital leaders said they will align their criteria for testing. They will 
also coordinate and collaborate to eliminate non-essential surgeries and 
procedures to preserve bed capacity and equipment, including masks, gowns and 
gloves. As it stands, Oregon has 6,729 staffed hospital beds and 776 ICU beds. ; 
Officials continue to urge all Oregonians to take steps to protect themselves, their 
families, and those who are most vulnerable to complications from COVID-19. 
Those considered “high risk” include adults 60 and older, or anyone with a serious 
health condition, including lung or heart problems, kidney disease, diabetes, or 
anyone who has a suppressed immune system. People vulnerable to 
complications are being urged to stay home as much as possible and avoid 
gatherings. Every resident should take these basic steps to protect themselves 
and those most at risk: Never visit a hospital or long-term-care facility if you have 
a fever or cough. Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze. Wash 
your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Regularly clean 
and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces like bathrooms, desks, 
countertops, doorknobs, computer keyboards, faucet handles, toys and cell 
phones. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands. Stay 
home and away from others if you are ill. ; After someone contracts COVID-19, 
illness usually develops within 14 days. Symptoms mirror those of the flu, 
including fever, cough, runny nose, headache, sore throat and general feelings of 
illness. But the defining feature of COVID-19 is shortness of breath, which 
indicates the virus has settled into the lungs. If you begin experiencing those 
symptoms, you need to call your health care provider and make arrangements to 
safely be seen and tested and discuss your care. Do not just walk into a medical 
office or hospital if you are experiencing symptoms. Please help keep others safe. 
; As business reduce their operations or close for at least the short term, the 
economic disruption and loss of wages is causing anxiety for those who live 



paycheck-to-paycheck and have jobs that rely on leisure spending and tips. If you 
are experiencing a change in your financial circumstances during efforts to 
contain coronavirus, contact your landlord, credit union, bank, utility company, 
and other firms sooner rather than later. Chances are they making their own 
adjustments and might be able to help. Among things to do: Call your utility. Many 
utilities say they will not shut off power or water due to non-payment while 
restrictions are in place. Call your landlord or mortgage holder. Many companies 
and managers are taking steps to address the financial crunch and might be able 
to give you more time to make your scheduled payments. Contact your financial 
institution: The nation’s credit unions, for example, offer services that may include 
options to temporarily skip loan payments. They might be able to provide 
emergency loans, lower-interest credit cards, and financial counseling to help you 
make the decisions that are in your best interests. Many banks say they are 
working to increase available small business loans and short-term loans to 
customers experiencing job disruptions. The key, say financial experts, is to take 
action early when small adjustments and assistance can make the most 
difference. If you wait weeks until you’ve slipped into a deep financial hole, you’ll 
wind up with fewer options and most of them will not be great. Also, this is a good 
time to pay bills online, use things like ATMs, and drive-up windows, rather than 
going in to a financial branch or business. Many institutions have already closed 
their lobbies and gone to drive-up and ATM business to protect their workers and 
other customers. ; Local parks remain open, providing a nice day in the outdoors 
with some fresh air for individuals and families who might be going a bit stir-crazy 
during the coronavirus restrictions. But local recreation facilities say they are 
closing their doors for at least a couple of weeks for deep cleaning and to protect 
their patrons. Eugene Rec will close all eight of its community centers and pools 
beginning Tuesday, March 17. The facilities are expected to reopen on Mon., 
March 30. Since the recent temporary cancellation of Rec programming, facility 
usage has been low. Officials now are taking the additional precaution of limiting 
unnecessary public exposure and using the time to deep clean the facilities in 
preparation for their future re-opening. Eugene Rec staff will continue to be 
available by phone or email. Please call or email your local community centers 
and pools with any questions. Information also may be found online at getrec.org 
Willamalane Parks & Recreation officials say they hace decided to close their 
facilities until further notice. But they remind patrons that their exceptional parks 
and recreation areas remain open. On Monday evening, the Bob Keefer Center 
closed to the public. Both Willamalane Park Swim Center and Splash! at Lively 
Park remain closed. The Willamalane Adult Activity Center remains closed.  
Camp Putt will delay opening. All recreation programs and special events are 
canceled until further notice. Parks and trails remain open. Park restrooms are 
closed, portable restrooms are open. Keep up-to-date by following Willamalane’s 
social media feeds and website, where officials say they will continue delivering 
updates on recreation opportunities to keep community members healthy, active, 
and connected. ; Spring dates for college placement tests are being rescheduled 
or postponed amid concerns about the coronavirus. And high school seniors may 
be allowed to take Advanced Placement exams to earn college credit from home. 
Those are some of the updates yesterday from the groups that administer both 
the ACT and SAT tests: The April 4 ACT test has been rescheduled for June 13. 
The May 2 SAT has been canceled. The spring tests are typically taken by for 



high school juniors planning to apply to colleges the next fall. The SAT was 
administered last Saturday, March 14, but a number of sites that were scheduled 
to host the exam canceled plans. The College Board said it’s also canceling the 
March 28 makeup date for those who missed Saturday’s tests. ACT officials say 
all students registered for April 4 will be offered the chance to reschedule for June 
13 or another future test date. Officials with the College Board say everyone 
registered for the May 2 SAT exam will receive refunds. The College Board is 
working to provide additional testing opportunities. For now, the June 6 exam date 
remains on the schedule. ; Scammers love it when people are afraid. With 
concerns growing about the spread of coronavirus, they’re setting up websites to 
sell bogus products—and using fake emails, texts, and social media posts to take 
advantage of consumers' looking for quick cures. Some ask for donations for virus 
patients. But the appeals are fake. The criminals are looking to steal your money 
and your personal information. Oregon Consumer Fraud investigators warn that 
some of these emails, texts and social media posts contain malicious email 
attachments and if you click to open them, they’ll download malware onto your 
device. Don't fall for these scams! In order to avoid becoming a victim of a 
coronavirus-related scam, follow these six tips: Do Not Click on links from sources 
you don't know. They could download a virus onto your computer or device. Make 
sure the anti-malware and anti-virus software on your computer is up to date. For 
the most up-to-date information about the coronavirus, visit the websites of the 
Oregon Health Authority, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the 
World Health Organization. If you receive an email or text claiming to be from one 
of these, do not click - it might be an imposter scam. Ignore online offers for 
vaccinations. There is no coronavirus vaccine. If you see ads touting prevention, 
treatment, or cure claims for the coronavirus, ask yourself: if there's been a 
medical breakthrough, would you really be hearing about it for the first time 
through a sales pitch? Give wisely when it comes to donations, whether through 
charities or crowdfunding sites. Don't let anyone rush you into making a donation. 
If someone wants donations in cash, by gift card, or by wiring money, don't. Be 
suspicious of "investment opportunities." They’re usually bogus or designed to 
pump up a stock. And if you encounter excessive prices for things like face 
masks, toilet paper and hand sanitizer, contact the Oregon Department of 
Justice's Consumer Hotline. To reach the Oregon Department of Justice's 
Consumer Hotline, call 1-877-877-9392 or visit www.oregonconsumer.gov ; Like 
many utilities across the country, the Eugene Water & Electric Board is 
temporarily suspending service electric and water service disconnections and late 
fees for customer non-payment during the coronavirus crisis. EWEB also is 
expanding its bill assistance programs and implementing residential and 
commercial loan deferrals to help customers through the economic disruptions 
caused by the COVID-19 virus outbreak. Customers who avoid service shutoffs 
during this grace period will still owe EWEB for past due balances, and are 
encouraged to contact us to make payment arrangements or inquire about 
assistance programs to avoid accruing a large overdue bill. Starting April 1, the 
customer-owned utility will expand its EWEB Customer Care program to provide a 
$260 credit to any customer who loses a job. Affected customers can apply for 
this bill credit by submitting proof of unemployment benefits from the Oregon 
Employment Department. Unlike other assistance programs, the job loss benefit 
does not include an income threshold. The only qualifying factor is that a 



customer must have proof of receiving state unemployment benefits within the 
last 14 days of the application date. EWEB is also increasing the amount of 
funding available to limited income and job loss applicants in order to increase the 
number of customers receiving a $260 credit. Over the next three months, the 
utility will double the amount of funding originally budgeted for EWEB Customer 
Care bill assistance program in response to the crisis. And customers with 
residential or commercial energy-efficiency loans will be able to defer those loan 
payments as part of EWEB’s crisis relief program. As the virus-related economic 
disruptions increase in the coming days and weeks, EWEB is urging those 
affected to call Customer Service at (541) 685-7000 for help in paying their utility 
bills and/or setting up payment plans. Customers experiencing a reduction in pay 
due to slowing business conditions, or those forced to take unpaid leave due to 
coronavirus mitigation efforts, should contact EWEB to inquire about crisis 
funding. EWEB will consider these on a case-by-case basis. EWEB’s focus 
continues to protecting public and employee safety while making sure we are able 
to maintain the essential services of delivering high-quality water and reliable 
electricity to customers. ; In response to concerns about the spread of COVID-19, 
Springfield Utility Board is taking several measures to protect the health and 
safety of customers and employees. Effective immediately, SUB is increasing its 
emergency payment fund for low-income customers, Project Share, by $49,000 to 
$87,000 to help the most vulnerable customers. Additionally, specially trained 
staff is standing by to help customers who need extra time and flexibility in 
making payments. Utility officials encourage any customer concerned about their 
account status to call. To reduce the risk of spreading the virus, SUB encourages 
customers to use one of its many free payment methods that don’t require doing 
business in person. For those who must make a trip to the office, staff is sanitizing 
common areas and frequently touched items to safeguard everyone’s health. 
SUB is coordinating closely with our Team Springfield partners – the City of 
Springfield, Willamalane, and Springfield Public Schools – regarding COVID-19. 
Please see their websites for updates on specific programs and services. ; About 
seven million people in the San Francisco Bay Area woke up today to nearly 
empty highways, shuttered stores and vacant streets after officials issued an 
order for residents to shelter at their homes and only leave for “essential" 
reasons. The order will last until April 7. It was the latest in a series of dramatic 
steps taken in California to separate people and contain the disease: most 
schools are closed and all people over the age of 65 have been told to stay home. 
The measures are the strictest in America so far, mimicking orders in place 
already across Europe. ; President Trump wants the government to send checks 
to Americans in the next two weeks in an effort to curb the economic cost of the 
coronavirus outbreak. That's according to Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. 
He said that “The president has instructed me we have to do this now.” He didn't 
give details except to say the amount should be significant and millionaires would 
not get it. The announcement came as the White House asked Congress to 
approve a massive economic rescue package for businesses and taxpayers. ; 
The Trump admiration is allowing Americans to delay paying their taxes and is 
hoping to send stimulus checks directly to people as the nation grapples with the 
coronavirus pandemic. Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin is encouraging 
Americans who can to file their taxes on or before April 15 to do so in order that 
they don’t lose out on their tax refunds. But he says that, if Americans owe the 



IRS money, they can defer up to $1 million for individuals and $10 million for 
corporations without interest and penalties for 90 days. President Trump and 
Mnuchin also say during a White House briefing that they want to send checks to 
Americans in next two weeks in an effort to curb the economic impact of the 
pandemic. Across the United States, over 4,660 people have been infected by the 
COVID-19 virus and 95 people have died. ;  Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
says the financial markets will stay open for people to access their money during 
the coronavirus outbreak. Mnuchin says at a White House briefing that shorter 
hours may still be necessary. But he says banks and other institutions will not 
shut down as the U.S. grapples with the pandemic. Mnuchin recalls that financial 
institutions closed after the 9/11 terrorist attacks because of disruptions to 
technology. He says that’s not the case in the current situation. Says Mnuchin: 
“We absolutely believe in keeping the markets open.” ; The stock market has 
doubled its gains as members of the Trump administration provide details about 
plans to support the U.S. economy during the coronavirus outbreak. Included in 
whatever economic bailout package comes forth will be substantial financial aid 
for the airline industry. Shares of big carriers such as American and United have 
been pummeled as countries restrict travel and travelers choose to stay home. 
The U.S. airlines have asked the federal government for grants, loans and tax 
relief that could easily top $50 billion to help them recover.  American, which 
might have the most precarious balance sheet among the major U.S. airlines, has 
jumped 25% this week as Trump voiced reassurances that his administration will 
support the industry. United, which said passenger traffic has plummeted in 
March because of the virus, has dropped 42% this month and is only marginally 
higher today. The White House today was asking Congress to approve a massive 
emergency rescue package to help businesses as well as taxpayers. ; The 
Federal Reserve says it will buy short-term loans from banks and companies to 
support the flow of credit as the economy grinds to a halt amid the viral outbreak. 
The Fed is reviving a program that it first used during the 2008 financial crisis to 
unclog a short-term lending market for what is known as “commercial paper.” 
Large businesses issue commercial paper to raise cash to meet payrolls and 
cover other short-term costs.  ; Medicare says it will immediately expand 
telemedicine coverage nationwide to help seniors with health problems stay home 
to avoid the coronavirus. Medicare administrator Seema Verma says the change 
allows millions of older people to take care of ongoing medical problems as well 
as any new concerns, while also heeding public health advice to stay home 
during the outbreak. For example, a patient with diabetes wouldn't have to 
postpone a regular follow-up visit with the doctor to keep safe. He or she could do 
it via Skype instead. Medicare acted following a directive from Congress and 
emergency declarations by the Trump administration.  ; The U.S. Transportation 
Security Administration says at least eight airport screening officers have now 
tested positive for the new coronavirus. The most recent case was confirmed 
today at the Cleveland Hopkins International Airport. On Monday, a screening 
officer tested positive for the virus at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 
Airport. The previous cases were at airports in San Jose, California; Fort 
Lauderdale and Orlando in Florida. ; Amazon said that it will only accept 
shipments of cleaning equipment, medical supplies and household goods from 
suppliers at its warehouses for next three weeks to fill surging demand. The 
online retailer has been sold out of items like disinfecting wipes and toilet paper 



as the new coronavirus spreads in the U.S. Amazon said the restrictions will last 
until April 5. It applies to large vendors and third-party sellers who list items to sell 
on Amazon.com directly. The announcement is another sign of how much 
pressure Amazon's delivery network is facing as more people stay home and 
shop online. ; Gov. Ron DeSantis has ordered all of Florida's bars and nightclubs 
closed for 30 days starting at 5 p.m. this evening, upending St. Patrick's Day 
revelries. He's also asking Florida's university board of governors to require 
students to return home for remote learning for the rest of the spring semester. 
DeSantis said it's time to act more aggressively to contain this coronavirus that 
has infected more than 170 and killed six people in Florida. ; The Trump 
administration is urging U.S. construction companies to donate their inventories of 
safety masks to hospitals and forgo new orders as the nation battles the 
coronavirus pandemic. Vice President Mike Pence said the single-use N95 
masks, which are designed to filter 95 percent of airborne particles and commonly 
used in the construction industry, are "perfectly acceptable" for hospital use. 
Pence, who is heading up the White House Coronavirus Task Force, visited the 
Minnesota headquarters of 3M, the maker of the N95 mask, earlier this month to 
discuss the production increase. Pence and Surgeon General Jerome Adams 
have said the average American does not need to go out and buy a mask. They 
have urged Americans to leave the masks for medical professionals. ; Air Force 
personnel who operate and secure the nation’s strategic nuclear missile force are 
altering their work schedules to minimize risks posed by the coronavirus outbreak, 
officials said. Navy Adm. Charles Richard, who commands all nuclear forces as 
head of U.S. Strategic Command, declined to provide specifics but told reporters 
at the Pentagon he is “taking prudent steps to make sure that our personnel will 
be available,” during the COVID-19 crisis. The 400 nuclear-armed Minuteman 3 
intercontinental ballistic missiles that are deployed in missile fields in Montana, 
Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska and North Dakota are considered the backbone of 
the nation’s defense, along with nuclear-capable long-range bombers and 
nuclear-armed submarines. ; After weeks of trying to play down the risk posed by 
the coronavirus, President Trump has struck a more urgent tone. Trump on 
Monday delivered a sobering message to Americans still grappling with the reality 
that their lives will be changing dramatically. The shift was informed in part by a 
growing realization in the West Wing that the coronavirus crisis is an existential 
threat to Trump’s presidency, his reelection and his legacy. But today, Trump 
again lashed out at his critics. The Republican president directed his ire at 
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer after she criticized him for telling governors not 
to rely too much on the federal government. ; People are showing up for the 
Democratic presidential primary at Ohio polling places that are closed because of 
the coronavirus threat. Voting is going ahead in Arizona, Illinois and Florida 
despite virus fears. But election officials in an Illinois county are encouraging poll 
workers to use blue painter’s tape to mark the floor every 6 feet so voters can 
keep their distance while waiting in line because of the virus. Former Vice 
President Joe Biden is hoping to widen his lead over Sanders in today's 
Democratic presidential primary. ; A Chicago election spokesman says there was 
a scramble to relocate about 50 polling places after locations canceled at the last 
minute and said they would not be available for use on primary day. The delivery 
of election equipment had to be shifted to new sites today, delaying their opening 
as polling places. It's unclear how many of the new sites are up and running. No 



reason was given for the cancellations. Board of Election Commissioners 
spokesman Jim Allen says turnout was slow early in the morning, likely due to 
people working from home because of the coronavirus. Allen says he would call 
“conducting an election during a global pandemic when people are afraid to go to 
a polling place a curse.” In Ohio, health officials postponed the state's scheduled 
election, citing public health concerns. In Florida, some poll workers didn't show 
up because of virus fears. Officials in Arizona are moving forward with their vote. ; 
Retail sales fell 0.5% in February, the biggest drop in more than a year, indicating 
the consumer sector was slowing even before the coronavirus struck with force in 
the United States. The Commerce Department reported that the February drop in 
sales followed a solid 0.6% gain in January. ; The first people to roll up their 
sleeves to receive an experimental vaccine for the coronavirus say they were 
inspired to help because they wanted to do more to fight the disease than wash 
their hands and work from home. A vaccine won't be available to the general 
public for at least a year, and it must pass a safety test first. Jennifer Haller, a 43-
year-old who works at a small tech company, was the first to get the shot on 
Monday. The injections were given at the Kaiser Permanente Washington 
Research Institute in Seattle. ; It wasn't quite the musical performance they had 
been practicing for. A group of Oregon students whose appearance at Carnegie 
Hall got canceled over the coronavirus decided to make the best of it and took to 
Times Square for an unusual performance. About half of the orchestra students 
from the Alliance Charter Academy in Oregon City, Oregon, decided to come to 
New York City and play in some outdoor areas. Their orchestra director says the 
trip is teaching the students how to persist even when life gets tough. ; Stuck at 
home this week? The planets and our moon are providing some early morning 
entertainment. Mars, Jupiter and Saturn will be clustered together in the 
southeastern sky just before daybreak, along with a crescent moon. Mercury will 
peek above the horizon. All this is happening amid the earliest March equinox in 
more than a century. The spring equinox — or autumn equinox in the Southern 
Hemisphere — occurs late Thursday night in the U.S. This is also a good time to 
spot Sirius. Barely 8.6 light-years away, Sirius is especially bright this time of 
year. ; Amazon said Monday that it needs to hire 100,000 people across the U.S. 
to keep up with a crush of orders as the coronavirus spreads and keeps more 
people at home, shopping online. The online retailer will also temporarily raise 
pay by $2 an hour through the end of April for hourly employees, who work at its 
warehouses, delivery centers and Whole Foods grocery stores. Amazon said this 
weekend that a surge of orders is putting its operations under pressure. It warned 
shoppers that it could take longer than the usual two days to get packages. It also 
said it was sold out of many household cleaning supplies and is working to get 
more in stock. ; Tech experts say the U.S. internet won’t have any trouble 
handling spikes in traffic from the millions of Americans who are now working 
from home to discourage the spread of the new coronavirus. But they say 
connectivity could stumble for some remote home workers if everyone in their 
family tries to videoconference at once. With kids home from school and colleges 
offering online classes, families who get their internet over cable services could 
have to ration the videoconferencing and settle for audio. The core of the U.S. 
network is more than capable of handling the virus-related surge because it has 
evolved to handle Netflix, YouTube and other streaming services. ; U.S. internet 
and wireless providers have announced temporary measures to make getting 



online less expensive and onerous as enforced social distancing due to the new 
coronavirus forces more human interaction online. Most notable is free Wi-Fi for 
all from Comcast, AT&T and Charter. Home-based Xfinity hotspots are not 
included, but Wi-Fi access points in public locations and at small businesses are. 
AT&T and Charter Communications also announced free public Wi-Fi for 60 days, 
with Charter offering free broadband for households with students through college 
age who don’t already have a subscription. Verizon was among the many 
providers to also announce a moratorium on late fees and disconnections. T-
Mobile announced that it would provide unlimited smartphone data to all current 
subscribers and increase the data allowance to schools and students. Cox said it 
would increase speeds on low-cost broadband plans and Sprint said it would give 
subscribers unlimited data for 60 days, among other changes. Comcast and 
AT&T also temporarily lifted data caps. ; You're washing your hands to ward off 
the coronavirus, but don't forget about that extension of your hand and breeding 
ground for germs — your phone. Cleaning your phone improperly can damage it. 
Don't spray the phone with disinfectant or dunk it in cleaning solution. You can 
use a Clorox wipe or soft cloth sprayed with disinfectant to wipe it down. Be sure 
to turn off your phone and unplug all cables first. The virus has infected 137,000 
people worldwide. More than 5,000 have died, but most patients have only mild or 
moderate symptoms. ; Tech giant Apple is closing its stores outside of China for 
two weeks and will only sell online as part of efforts to fight the global coronavirus 
pandemic. CEO Tim Cook tweeted Saturday that Apple would temporarily close 
those stores until March 27. Cook also said that Apple’s stores in China have all 
now reopened. Apple’s online stores remain open. The company temporarily shut 
its 42 stores in mainland China at the height of the country's outbreak. The 
iPhone maker has more than 500 retail stores worldwide, with about half in the 
United States. ; Two Tennessee brothers cleared stores shelves in two states of 
thousands of bottles of hand sanitizer and packs of antibacterial wipes in an 
elaborate plan to resell them for profit during the U.S. coronavirus outbreak. 
Online retailer Amazon soon halted their sale and the state attorney general sent 
them a cease-and-desist letter. The New York Times reports Matt and Noah 
Colvin of Hixson, Tennessee, are now stuck with a garage full of products, 
including 17,700 bottles of hand sanitizer. Matt Colvin says he's now looking to 
donate the items. He defended his initial plans to hoard products for profit, calling 
it a public service. ; Federal authorities are warning consumers about fake home-
testing kits for the coronavirus after customs agents intercepted a package at Los 
Angeles International Airport filled with vials labeled as COVID-19 test kits. 
 Testing for COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus, is only conducted 
in verified state and local public laboratories across the country. U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection says American consumers should be aware of bogus 
testing kits for sale either online or on the black market. ; Soon-to-be brides and 
grooms are facing tough choices because of the coronavirus outbreak. Should 
they postpone, cancel or forge ahead with their weddings? Uncertainty has sent 
ripples through the wedding industry. Jittery couples are seeing guest lists shrink. 
Some have pushed back their dates. Travel agents are trying to reroute 
honeymoons and flight connections through restricted areas. One caterer said 
she's eliminating communal bar snacks and putting baskets of hand sanitizer at 
guest tables. ; U.S. movie theaters nationwide are preparing to shut down after 
President Donald Trump announced new guidelines urging against gatherings of 



more than 10 because of the coronavirus pandemic. Regal Cinemas, the 
national's second largest theater chain, said Monday that would close all cinemas. 
The coronavirus pandemic also cracked Hollywood’s traditional theatrical window. 
Universal Pictures on Monday said it will make its current and upcoming films 
available for on-demand rental. The studio said it will put movies currently in 
theaters — “Invisible Man,” “The Hunt,” “Emma” — up for rental on-demand 
beginning as early as Friday. It also said that “Trolls World Tour," one of the only 
major releases left on the April film-release calendar, will open Friday, April 10, 
debuting in theaters and on-demand services as a $19.99 rental simultaneously. ; 
“Saturday Night Live” won’t be back as planned this month. The sketch show, 
which has feasted on the presidential campaign season, is suspending production 
until further notice. It was to return from hiatus on March 28 with host John 
Krasinski and musical guest Dua Lipa. ; Distilleries are putting their spirits to work 
to help fill the shortage of hand sanitizers due to the coronavirus outbreak. Green 
Mountain Distillers in Morrisville, Vermont, is giving away a hand sanitizing 
solution, and Durham Distillery in Durham, North Carolina, is donating one to 
hospitality colleagues, using high-proof alcohol and other ingredients. A 
Pennsylvania distillery owner grew so disgusted by the skyrocketing price of hand 
sanitizer online that he's also converted his operation. ; Just as grocery stores 
have been stripped bare by Americans panicked by coronavirus, guns and ammo 
have been flying off the shelves too. Retailers say the buying frenzy is being 
fueled by consumers who are worried that people are becoming desperate and 
unpredictable. One gun shop owner compared the activity to a “Twilight Zone” 
episode. Some of the purchases are by people buying their first firearm. Others 
are from existing gun owners adding to their collection or stocking up on 
ammunition. Also potentially driving the sales are concerns that elected officials 
may try to restrict access to firearms. ; So-called preppers who have stockpiled 
food and supplies for years to prepare for a disaster are being swamped with 
questions during the coronavirus outbreak. Many are resisting saying “I told you 
so," even if it's in the back of their minds. What they hope is that they'll finally be 
taken seriously and that more people will follow their lead. Ohio resident Paul 
Buescher says he's not going to gloat when people are “out there fighting over 
toilet paper and hand sanitizers.” And Wisconsin resident Jim Cobb says he 
hopes more people now will understand why it's best to be ready for any crisis. ; 
U.S. movie theaters have closed nationwide due to the coronavirus pandemic. It's 
an unprecedented shutdown for nearly all of the country's 40,000-plus screens. 
The largest chains had tried to remain open even as Hollywood postponed its 
upcoming release plans. But guidelines for social distancing steadily diminished 
the recommended size of crowds. President Trump on Monday urged against 
gatherings of more than 10 people. AMC Theaters, the nation's largest chain, said 
Tuesday its theaters would close altogether for at least six to 12 weeks. ; South 
Carolina is No. 1 in the final Associated Press women's basketball poll of the 
season for the first time in school history. The Gamecocks received 26 first-place 
votes and No. 2 Oregon got the other four. Baylor, Maryland and UConn round 
out the top five.  The AP has always released its final poll of the season before 
the start of the NCAA Tournament, which has been canceled because of the virus 
pandemic.  Louisville, Stanford, N.C. State, Mississippi State and UCLA round out 
the top 10. ; The Baseball Hall of Fame has canceled Hall of Fame Classic 
weekend because of the spread of the new coronavirus. The Hall of Fame said 



advance purchases for the May 22-24 event in Cooperstown, New York, will be 
refunded. The Hall of Fame is closed to the public indefinitely. ; Major League 
Baseball has pushed back opening day until mid-May at the earliest on Monday 
because of the new coronavirus after the federal government recommended 
restricting events of more than 50 people for the next eight weeks. Baseball 
Commissioner Rob Manfred made the announcement following a conference call 
with executives of the 30 teams. “The clubs remain committed to playing as many 
games as possible when the season begins,” the commissioner's office said in a 
statement. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommended 
Sunday that gatherings of 50 people or more be canceled or postponed across 
the country for the next eight weeks. ; WrestleMania in Tampa, Florida is down for 
the count. The WWE's annual wrestling extravaganza -- often called the Super 
Bowl of wrestling -- will not be held at the home of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 
Raymond James Stadium. WWE, however, said it will still hold its scheduled April 
5 card on the closed set at WWE’s training facility in Orlando, Florida. WWE ran 
an empty arena edition of "Smackdown" last Friday and was set to run Monday's 
"RAW" from the performance center. Brock Lesnar is set to defend the WWE 
championship against Drew McIntyre at WrestleMania. WrestleMania will be 
broadcast live on the WWE Network. It has been held annually in football 
stadiums in 2007 and usually draws some of the biggest crowds of the year for 
any sports entertainment event. ; The Kentucky Derby is being postponed from 
May to September because of growing concern about the coronavirus pandemic, 
according to a published report. Citing unidentified sources close to the race, the 
Courier-Journal of Louisville said Churchill Downs will postpone the Derby from 
May 2 to Sept. 5, making it the first time in 75 years that the race won't be run on 
the first Saturday in May. The last time the Derby wasn’t held on the first Saturday 
in May was in 1945, when the federal government issued a ban on horse racing 
because of World War II. The ban was lifted on May 8, and the Derby was held on 
June 9. The only other year the Derby wasn’t held in May was in 1901, when it 
was raced on April 29. / SPORTS: A person familiar with the deal says the Las 
Vegas Raiders have agreed on a contract with free agent quarterback Marcus 
Mariota. The person spoke on condition of anonymity because the deal can't be 
signed until the start of the league year on Wednesday. Mariota was the No. 2 
overall draft pick by Tennessee in 2015 but lost his job to Ryan Tannehill last 
season. He gives coach Jon Gruden a proven backup who could also challenge 
Carr for the starting role. /  
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COVID-19: We knew it was just a matter of time. Lane County Public Health say 
they were notified Tuesday morning of the county’s first positive test for COVID-
19. And yesterday evening, they learned of a second positive test, that was taken 
after a patient who died on Saturday had showed symptoms of the illness. The 
first positive test came in the case of a 69-year-old man who lives in a private 
residence and began experiencing a fever, body aches, chills, and a light cough 
on March 1. A test was taken by the patient’s medical provider on March 13th. 
County health officials say the man is self-isolating and recovering at home. They 
are tracing his contacts and believe this is an instance where he picked it up 
somewhere in the community. In the second case, officials say a 60-year-old 
Lane County woman passed away at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center 
at RiverBend in Springfield on Saturday, March 14. They say she was brought in 
experiencing cardiac arrest and after her death a COVID-19 test was submitted to 
the Oregon State Public Health Lab. The test was returned Tuesday evening as 
positive for COVID-19. The woman lived in the Eugene-Springfield area but did 
NOT reside in an assisted living facility. While the Medical Examiner’s Office will 
determine the official cause of death, officials say the positive COVID-19 test is 
concerning. In both cases, health experts are working to get in touch with those 
who might have had close contact with the two patients so that those individuals 
may work with their health care provider on next steps. County officials say if they 
also identify any “public contact exposure points” in either case, that information 
will be shared with the public.  They also encourage everyone to continue 
practicing social distancing, including following all state guidance on gatherings 
and business operations, to help slow the spread of COVID-19. ; Oregon has 65 
people who have tested positive as of Tuesday morning and one death. The Lane 
County man who tested positive and the woman who was determined to have 
COVID-19 in a test after her death will be added to today’s totals. Nationwide, the 
total of positive tests stands at close to 6,500 with more than 100 deaths. At least 
55 of those are in Washington state, including the cluster at a Kirkland, 
Washington, nursing home. There are now COVID-19 cases in all 50 states. ; 
Experts with the Oregon Health Authority said last week they believed the virus 
was already circulating in Oregon communities. They remind you to keep 
following precautions to prevent transmission, such as washing your hands with 
soap and water and not touching your face. Doctor Patrick Luedtke, Lane 
County’s Public Health Officer, adds that officials understand this is a difficult time 



for our community, and that each of us is impacted in a different way. Luedtke 
says a positive test result does not alter the county’s response and public health 
experts will continue to monitor all potential cases, do contact investigations, and 
work to reduce the spread of COVID-19 across Lane County. If you develop 
symptoms of COVID-19, which include a fever of 100.4 F or higher and 
respiratory symptoms like coughing, you are urged to contact your medical 
provider by phone. Please do not call 9-1-1 or go into the emergency room 
without first contacting your medical provider unless you have a medical 
emergency. ; As coronavirus infections and cases of COVID-19 spread across the 
state and country, Governor Kate Brown last night announced an extension of 
Oregon’s statewide school closure to a total of six weeks, until April 28. Under the 
new executive orders: Districts are to provide learning supports and supplemental 
services to students and families during the closure period, including meals and 
childcare. This includes the delivery of food assistance and offering childcare for 
essential health care professionals and first responders. School districts may call 
on public school educators and employees to deliver limited learning and support 
services. Each district will pay all their regular employees during the closure. The 
Oregon Department of Education, Oregon Health Authority, and Department of 
Human Services are directed to support public schools in the continuity of mental 
health services. The governor noted the extended school closures are not a 
decision she and state education officials take lightly adding: “This will have real 
impacts on Oregon’s students, parents, and educators. But we must act now to 
flatten the curve and slow the rate of COVID-19 transmission in Oregon, 
otherwise we face a higher strain on our medical system and greater loss of life to 
this disease.” Oregon has 65 people who have tested positive as of Tuesday 
morning and one death. The Lane County man who tested positive and the 
woman who was determined to have COVID-19 in a test after her death will be 
added to today’s totals. Nationwide, the total of positive tests stands at close to 
6,500 with more than 100 deaths. At least 55 of those are in Washington state, 
including the cluster at a Kirkland, Washington, nursing home. There are now 
COVID-19 cases in all 50 states. ; Lane County's non-emergency call center, 
which answers questions about coronavirus and COVID-19, may be reached at 
541-682-1380. The hotline is open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Lane 
County's coronavirus/COVID-19 webpage is at 
www.lanecountyor.gov/coronavirus The Oregon Health Authority / State of 
Oregon web page is at 
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/DISEASESAZ/Pages/e
merging-respiratory-infections.aspx and you may sign up for regular email 
updates. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) webpage is at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html ; The state has further 
tightened restrictions on visitation policies for Oregon’s licensed long-term care 
facilities as well as residential group homes to further prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. The updated restrictions limit all visitors except essential medical and 
emergency personnel and visitors to residents who are in the end of life. The new 
all-visitor restrictions apply to: Nursing facilities; Assisted living facilities; 
Residential care facilities; Adult foster homes; and, Group homes for people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities.  State officials know that these 
restrictions are a hardship for residents of care facilities as well as their families 
and friends, but say they are essential to contain the spread of the virus. They’re 



encouraging operators of the facilities and family members and friends to use 
technology ranging from cellphones to video chats to help residents maintain 
connections with their loved ones. OHA continues to recommend that older adults 
and people with underlying conditions take the following steps to stay safe and 
healthy: Minimize contact with people who may be ill. Avoid community 
gatherings. Order prescriptions by mail. Take daily precautions: wash your hands 
frequently, don’t touch anywhere on your face, and clean surfaces. ; To support 
Oregon’s working low-income families, Oregon’s governor has told state officials 
to make immediate, temporary changes to Oregon’s child care benefits. The 
intent is to provide more low-income, working families with access to childcare 
and help providers stay in business during the state of emergency. The changes 
include: Eliminating co-pays for eligible families. Providing access to more 
families by increasing the income limit from 185 percent of the federal poverty 
level ($4,040 per month for a family of four) to 250 percent of the federal poverty 
level or 85 percent of the state median income, whichever is higher for the family 
size ($5,899 per month for a family of four). Ensuring more certainty for providers. 
Childcare providers are able to continue to receive payments from DHS, even if 
children are unable to attend or if they have to temporary shut down during the 
state of emergency. Providers and parents/caretakers may contact the DHS 
Direct Pay Unit with questions Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 1-
800-699-9074. ; Children are less likely to contract COVID-19, but health experts 
say they can still transmit the virus to others. That’s one of the big issues that’s 
driving the extended school closures in Oregon and across the country. We know 
that people age 60 and older, with and without underlying health conditions, are 
more vulnerable to COVID-19 because our immune systems weaken as we age. 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 52 million Americans over age 65. In our 
state, 17 percent of our population—or close to one in every six Oregonians—are 
age 65 or older. That’s more than 700,000 people and if COVID-19 cases begin 
developing at a rapid rate, it’s easy to understand how hospitals and other 
medical facilities could be overwhelmed with patients. ; Yesterday in Douglas 
County, health officials tried out a pilot version of a drive-through COVID-19 
testing procedure. It was coordinated by officials from Douglas County and a 
number of its local health care hospitals and providers. Residents that were 
tested were identified by their health care provider as having possible symptoms 
and needing to be tested. In all, 17 people were tested during the pilot project at 
the Douglas County Fairgrounds in Roseburg. Health officials say they were able 
to test another patient every three to four minutes. Quest Diagnostics is 
processing the samples in its labs and the results should be known in two to four 
days. The test results will be sent to each person’s health care provider who 
ordered the test.  Douglas County officials say the pilot program was monitored 
on the drive-up flu shot clinics they’ve offered the past few years. They hope 
yesterday’s tests allow them to streamline the process and expand testing 
capacity in the coming days and weeks. Officials say the drive-up process allows 
multiple people to be seen in a manner that is safe for both the patient and the 
medical staff. Also, doing several tests consecutively helps to conserve high-tech 
medical masks, which providers need to wear but remain in short supply 
nationwide. ; State health officials say Oregon residents who were passengers on 
the Grand Princess cruise ship have all returned home after a 14-day quarantine 
and a number of tests for COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority reports they 



were welcomed recently at airports in Redmond, Portland and Medford by family 
and friends, as well as state and local public health authorities. None of the 
passengers have tested positive for the novel coronavirus. They have been asked 
to monitor their symptoms, and they may be asked to limit their movement and 
contact with others out of an abundance of caution. ; If you stocked up on some 
frozen berries at WinCo stores last week, you might need to check the packages 
to see if they’ve been recalled. Federal regulators say some frozen berries 
produced at a farm near Lynden, Washington, might have been exposed to 
norovirus. Norovirus is a highly contagious bug that causes diarrhea, vomiting 
and other symptoms. Winco and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued 
the recall for frozen berries manufactured at Rader Farms and distributed at 
WinCo Foods stores across 10 states including Oregon. Officials say the frozen 
products listed in the warning are 16-ounce bags of both frozen blackberries and 
the frozen “Berry Medley,” as well and 32-ounce bags of the Berry Medley. Each 
product has a best-by date of Dec. 9, 2021. ; Lane Community College has 
delayed the start of spring term start by one week to April 6. Spring term will 
conclude as scheduled on June 13. Instruction will be delivered by remote 
methods through May 8. Finals week will be used for instruction and faculty will 
make alternative plans for administering finals. A financial aid disbursement plan 
will be developed to minimize financial impact on students. No events will be held 
at Lane locations, such as performances, activities, and athletic events, through 
May 8.  Nonessential college travel is discontinued until further notice. ; Across 
the country, business in high customer counts are restricting entry to increase 
social distancing or closing their brick-and-mortar stores temporarily and selling 
exclusively online. Macy's, Inc., for example, yesterday closed all of its stores 
temporarily at the end of the day, through at least March 31. Company officials 
say they will provide benefits and compensation to their workers. They’re directing 
customers to their website. ; Owners of popular Northwest company 
McMenamin’s announced they are shuttering their close to six dozen pubs, 
restaurants, hotels, movie theatres and concert venues for four weeks to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus. That idles close to 3,000 employees. ; In order to 
reduce the spread of the coronavirus, the Oregon Lottery also has disabling play 
on its statewide network of Video Lottery terminals. Those Video Lottery terminals 
will be disabled until further notice, but lottery staff will continue providing 
scheduled maintenance. Meantime, operators of the Seven Feathers Casino in 
Canyonville say they are closed for two weeks to reduce the spread of the 
coronavirus. ; If you finally achieved your dream and won the lottery—or earned 
some extra money by winning a prize of $600 or more, you might have to wait a 
few days to claim it. The Oregon Lottery closed its Salem headquarters Tuesday 
after learning that an employee who does NOT work with the public became sick 
with flu-like systems and was tested for COVID-19. Those results are pending. 
Players needing to collect prizes may still do so at the Oregon Lottery’s 
Wilsonville payment center, or through the mail, provided they are less than 
$50,000. Those wins are generally processed through the Lottery’s Salem 
headquarters. In the meantime, and out of an abundance of caution, lottery 
officials say their Salem building will remain closed through this week. The Lottery 
is also contacting anyone who worked in close contact with the individual, so they 
may self-quarantine as a precaution. Employees who can, will telework for the 
next few days. Those employees without work will be placed on administrative 



leave with pay until further notice.  Once a deep cleaning at the Salem 
headquarters is completed, lottery officials will evaluate when and how to reopen 
for continued business operations. ; The coronavirus concerns are prompting the 
postponement of Oregon popular Spring Beach Clean-Up to summer. Officials 
with SOLVE say they’ll push back the activity—which takes place at sites up and 
down the scenic coast—until Sunday, July 5. They say the timing will be good: 
Beach cleanups on July 5 will help remove litter and debris left from 4th of July 
celebrations. SOLVE recognizes the important role volunteers play in keeping the 
Oregon coast clean and healthy during the spring season. Removing marine 
debris and plastics is work that still needs to be done. In lieu of this statewide 
beach cleanup event in March, SOLVE invites Oregonians to pick up as they go, 
whether they’re visiting the scenic Oregon Coast or other great outdoor locations. 
More information will be sent out soon about how volunteers can help our 
beaches between now and July. Other SOLVE projects might also shift their 
dates. If you’re involved in those efforts, contact you SOLVE Project Leader for 
the most up-to-date information. ; (Washington, D.C.) – Oregon’s U.S. Senator 
Jeff Merkley, along with Senators Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) and Bernie Sanders 
(I-VT), and Representatives Ayanna Pressley (D-MA) and Katie Porter (D-CA), 
today wrote to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
asking for a moratorium on evicting renters during the coronavirus pandemic. In 
their letter to HUD, the lawmakers requested a moratorium on evictions for 
individuals living in HUD-assisted rental housing, public housing, and for Housing 
Choice Voucher recipients, and called on HUD to provide Public Housing 
Authorities with directives regarding informing tenants about financial hardship 
exemptions. “Individuals living in federally-assisted rental housing and public 
housing need the certainty that they can take care of the health of themselves 
and their loved ones, and follow public health directives, without fear of losing 
their homes,” the lawmakers wrote in their letter to HUD Secretary Ben Carson. 
Senators Merkley, Warren, Sanders and Representative Pressley also sent 
separate letters to the National Rental Home Council (NRHC) and the American 
Apartment Owners Association (AAOA), two of the largest trade associations for 
landlords in the country, requesting that they coordinate with their member 
partners to suspend evictions and offer deferred rent payment options with no late 
fees for tenants not able to pay rent as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
“Evicting families puts their health at risk, imposes trauma on and disrupts the 
education of their children, and exacerbates the risk of outbreak in their 
communities,” Merkley and his colleagues wrote in their letters to the NRHC and 
AOAA. “Even as government actors work to get the necessary resources to our 
neighbors experiencing homelessness, private sector partners should avoid 
exacerbating the problem by evicting tenants during a pandemic.” Last week, 
Senators Merkley and Warren wrote to President Trump urging him to issue an 
immediate, nationwide moratorium on all foreclosures on and evictions from 
properties owned or insured by Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA), Veterans Affairs (VA), or the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Rural Housing Service (RHS), amid growing concerns of the 
economic ramifications of the novel coronavirus pandemic. Housing is a basic 
need for families as they seek to remain safe during this public health emergency, 
and families already living on the margin are now facing the threat of lost jobs and 
pay cuts due to the novel coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19), putting many in danger 



of missing a rent payment. There is a clear, urgent public health need to stop 
evictions during this pandemic. Safe and stable housing gives families a place for 
social distancing, self-quarantine, or to take care of family members who may be 
sick. In addition, evictions could contribute to a strain on hospitals when medical 
facilities are at imminent risk of being overwhelmed by the pandemic. ; Oregon 
U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden says he is co-sponsoring a bipartisan bill that would direct 
the Secretary of Homeland Security to delay enforcement of REAL ID for at least 
one year in response to the coronavirus outbreak. Homeland Security officials say 
the new identification cards are needed to safeguard the nation. Beginning 
October 1, you won’t be able to get past a TSA airport checkpoint unless you 
present a Real ID, Oregon won’t begin issuing REAL ID compliant licenses until 
July 6. According to a recent report in The Oregonian, Oregon officials have 
estimated that some 960,000 drivers would want a REAL ID card between July 6 
and Oct. 1.  “In the middle of this public health crisis, it would be irresponsible and 
dangerous to ask Oregonians to crowd into lines at their Department of Motor 
Vehicles to receive the REAL ID documents they need,” Wyden said. “This 
legislation would postpone this document deadline of Oct. 1, 2020 for a year so 
people can comply without risking their health or the health of those around 
them.”  ; Oregon votes by mail and has for years. That means our primary might 
be able to take place as scheduled and unlike other states, there’s no risk of 
transmission of the virus at voting booths. But while the head of the Democratic 
National Committee and several voting rights groups are calling on all states to 
switch to mail ballots to keep remaining primaries running, making such a major 
voting change so quickly might not be so easy. In some states, it could require 
changes to laws. Some lawmakers worry that if done hastily, the change could 
open the door to voter fraud. And some state officials are concerned about the 
costs related to mailing, tracking and processing ballots in a new way. ; Lane 
Transit District (LTD) will operate Saturday schedules on all buses, Monday 
through Saturday, beginning Monday, March 23, 2020, until further notice. Route 
92 Lowell and Route 96 Coburg will have limited service on Monday through 
Friday. Sunday bus service stays the same. Lane Transit officials say Saturday-
level bus service offers the community basic transit service, while reducing the 
potential exposure to the coronavirus to riders and LTD bus operators and staff. 
LTD bus riders are encouraged to use the LTD Rider's Digest or the LTD website 
to find their bus route's Saturday-service schedule. The LTD web site is at 
www.ltd.org ; All Eugene Municipal Court parking and noncriminal appearances 
are postponed through mid-April. People originally scheduled for dates this week 
will receive a letter in the mail with new appearance dates. Anyone scheduled for 
this week may call the court to ensure it has the correct mailing address. The 
court will work with attorneys to postpone jury trials that are not time-sensitive. 
Potential jurors who are in higher risk categories of severe illness may contact the 
court to reschedule their jury service. People at high risk include: People 60 and 
older. People with underlying health conditions including heart disease, diabetes, 
and lung disease. People who have weakened immune systems. People who are 
pregnant. All other criminal appearances and trials will proceed as planned, 
unless otherwise notified by the court. People with scheduled appearances can 
contact their attorney to request a postponement. Community Court is moved to 
1102 Lincoln St. No service providers will be available for drop-in services. 
Eugene Municipal Court can be contacted by phone, (541) 682-5400, email, 



EugeneMunicipalCourt@ci.eugene.or.us, or by mail, 1102 Lincoln St, Eugene, 
OR 97401. Visit the Eugene Municipal Court website for more options on 
alternatives to a personal appearance. For more information on City meetings, 
programs and facilities visit www.eugene-or.gov/coronavirus ; As Lane County 
continues to respond to COVID-19, we are making adjustments to how and when 
some services are available to the public. These changes are intended to help 
safeguard the health of the people we serve, as well as the health of our 
employees. A list of Lane County service changes and meeting cancelations is 
available at www.lanecountyor.gov and will be updated regularly. We expect that 
changes will continue to be made as the situation in our community evolves. 
Assessment and Taxation: Until further notice, the payment and public 
information counters of the Lane County Assessment & Taxation office will be 
closed. Assistance is available by phone Monday – Thursday from 10:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. or by email.  The public information computers located in the lobby will 
still be accessible, but everything available on them can be found on the website. 
Lane County Circuit Court: The Courthouse will be open regular business hours 
through at least March 27.  The Chief Justice has ordered restricted court 
proceedings effective March 19.   Some proceedings will continue.  Parties or 
attorneys should contact the court via phone for information about specific 
hearings. Potential jurors who are in higher risk categories of severe illness may 
contact the court to reschedule their jury service.  People at higher risk include: 
People 60 and older, with underlying health conditions including heart disease, 
lung disease, or diabetes, who have weakened immune systems or are pregnant. 
If, at the time you are scheduled to appear for service, you are experiencing 
symptoms of acute respiratory illness, such as fever, please contact the court at 
the phone number provided on the jury summons to reschedule your 
service. County Clerk: Elections: Closed to walk-ins. Services are available on-
line, by phone or call and make an appointment only. Many elections services are 
available online. Deeds and Records: Closed to walk-ins. Available by phone from 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.. Most services available online 
or by phone. Marriage licenses are available by mail or appointment only.  No 
new marriage ceremonies will be scheduled. County Counsel: Standard operating 
hours, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Please call in advance. District Attorney: Standard 
operating hours, 8:00 to Noon, 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Protective order clinics will 
continue. If you are planning to visit for any other reason,  please call in advance. 
Financial Services: Standard operating hours, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Most services 
are available on-line or by phone. Please call to make an appointment for in 
person assistance. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Health and Human Services: 
Preventative Dental Health Programs are suspended. School Based Health 
Center – Springfield High School is suspended. Lane County Behavioral Health: 
541-682-3608 Standard operating hours, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Client treatment 
groups and the Connection Center are suspended. Please call in advance of 
appointments. Most appointments will be done by phone. Maternal and Child 
Health to include: Nurse-Family Partnership, Babies First, and CaCoon, and 
Healthy Families Oregon are providing all services via phone. Enrollment is 
suspended for new clients with the exception of priority referrals received from 
OB/Midwifery or Pediatric Providers.  All client classes and gatherings are closed 
until further notice. Communicable Disease:  Standard operating hours. Please 
call in advance. Will prioritize urgent STI testing and services, the Just Checking 



clinic is suspended and vaccinations are being conducted on a very limited basis. 
Disease investigations will continue. Clients should call ahead for direction. 
Environmental Health: Standard operating hours. Front desk is closed all services 
will be provided via phone or online. WIC certifications: Standard operating hours. 
Interviews are still conducted in-person, per direction from the national office. All 
education classes are being conducted on-line. Human Services Department: 
541-682-3798. Veteran Services: Call in only, no in-person visits. Developmental 
Disabilities Services: 541-682-3695. Standard operating hours, 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm. Youth Services: 541-682-4700. Standard operating hours, 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm. Detention: Community Youth Visits and Volunteer Youth Visits are canceled. 
Supervision: All non-essential face to face meetings and Technical Probation 
Violation Court hearings are canceled. Restorative Services: All non-essential 
face to face meetings and Family Check Ups are canceled. Nutrition Services: No 
new catering will be accepted. MLK Education: School MLK Education Center & 
Phoenix Program, Community Service and Vocational Programs: Phoenix: No 
new admissions, No visitors under age of 12, No Volunteer visits, Only essential 
visitors as outlined by Oregon Health Authority. Human Resources: Standard 
operating hours, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Services are available on-line, by 
phone or call and make an appointment only. Law Library: Library is closed to 
drop-in visits. The Law Librarian is available to provide assistance via telephone 
and email; additionally, legal research content on the Law Library’s website will be 
updated and expanded while in-person service is suspended. Parole and 
Probation: Standard operating hours, 8:00 am to Noon, 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Some 
services can be done by phone or call and make an appointment. Public Works : 
Customer Service Center – Closed to the public. Services are still available on-
line and by phone during standard business hours, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Lane 
Event Center- Closed. Please contact LEC on-line, call-in or make an 
appointment. Land Management – Services are available on-line or by phone. 
The March 24 Planning Commissioner meeting has been canceled. Animal 
Services - Services are available on-line or by phone. Manufactured Structure 
Services – Services are available by phone only. Waste Management/ Transfer 
Stations – Standard operation hours for Administration Office and Transfer 
Stations. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm for the office and check the transfer station website 
for specific hours. Transfer Stations Website: 
www.LaneCountyOR.gov/TransferStations Parks  – Park sites are open. 
Administrative services are available on-line or by phone only. Sheriff’s Office: 
Records requests should be made via on-line report portal, by phone, or by mail.  
No walk-in Concealed Handgun License customers; this service provided by 
appointment only, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. Technology Services: Standard operating 
hours, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. ; The Lane County Sheriff’s Office is working to move 
some services normally provided at the business office (125 East 8th Avenue in 
Eugene) online to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 and to allow community 
members to conduct business while practicing recommended social distancing. 
The Sheriff’s Office business hours remain 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at this 
time. Among the changes: Concealed Handgun Licensing (CHL): Effective today, 
all CHL services are by appointment only.  Online appointments can be made at 
lanecounty.org via the Sheriff’s Department webpage under “Handgun Licensing.” 
The web link is: 
https://lanecounty.org/government/county_departments/sheriff_s_office/conceale



d_handgun_licensing Public Records Requests: Records requests should be 
made online, by phone (541-682-3775), or by mail to reduce the number of 
community members at the business office. ; The coronavirus pandemic is 
threatening to worsen labor shortages experienced by farms and food processors 
in the Pacific Northwest. The Capital Press reports the U.S. Embassy in Mexico 
announced March 16 it would suspend routine immigrant and non-immigrant visa 
services due to COVID-19, potentially cutting off seasonal and migrant 
agricultural workers through the H-2A visa program. Dan Fazio, CEO of Wafla — 
formerly the Washington Farm Labor Association — said the USDA is working 
with the State Department to obtain an emergency designation for H-2A visas, 
which would allow temporary farmworkers to continue entering the country. Fazio 
says they have to get people here in May so a harvest can happen in October. ; A 
judge has ruled that Oregon’s water regulators exceeded their authority by 
shutting off wells within 500 feet of waterways in the Upper Klamath Basin last 
year. The Capital Press reports Marion County Circuit Judge Claudia Burton also 
ruled the Oregon Water Resources Department violated the due process rights of 
irrigators Troy and Tracy Brooks, who filed a lawsuit opposing the agency’s 
enforcement action. Lawyer for the plaintiffs Dominic Carollo says it’s likely the 
ruling will set a precedent preventing the agency from taking the same approach 
to stop groundwater pumping — not only in the Upper Klamath Basin, but 
elsewhere in Oregon where the agency says wells are interfering with surface 
waters. ; If you are going to stockpile anything these days, consider liquid 
savings. A stash of money to tap for emergencies is always important, but it is 
critical at times like these when people face potential layoffs and deep economic 
uncertainty. That money can help provide essentials like food and shelter but also 
avoid high-cost borrowing in times of need. Experts generally suggest having 
three to six months of savings on hand but much smaller amounts can be a 
lifeline to help get by during hard times too. And if you are already feeling the 
pinch financially, ask for help. ; Millions in the San Francisco Bay Area found 
empty highways, shuttered stores and vacant streets Tuesday as officials try to 
stop the spread of the coronavirus. Counties with a population of more than 7 
million ordered residents to stay at home until April 7. Communities with more 
than a million residents joined on Tuesday. The stay home order will last until 
April 7. It is the latest in a series of dramatic steps taken in California to separate 
people and contain the disease. The measures are the strictest in America so far, 
mimicking orders in place already across Europe. ; California's governor says few 
if any of the state's schools will reopen before summer break. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom on Tuesday provided a stark assessment of the spreading coronavirus 
that threatens to overwhelm hospitals and drain the state’s spending reserves. 
While urging Californians to stay united, he says the state is preparing for 
frightening worst-case scenarios. He put the National Guard on alert for duties 
like ensuring proper food distribution. He says the state is acquiring two vacant 
hospitals to beef up capacity. California also is negotiating to acquire tens of 
thousands of rooms that could be used for hospital patients and for the homeless. 
; Some nurses in emergency rooms in Washington state, which has the most 
coronavirus deaths nationally, are getting one surgical mask each day and must 
wash them out between patients. They may work on a patient for hours or more 
before learning they tested positive for the new coronavirus. Emergency physician 
Dr. Stephen Anderson, who works in the Seattle area, says they don't have 



enough masks to go around. They have only a two-day supply. Hospitals across 
the country are gearing up for an onslaught of coronavirus patients. ; The 
Treasury Department wants to start issuing direct payments to Americans by 
early next month as the centerpiece of a $1 trillion plan to stabilize the economy 
amid the coronavirus epidemic. In a memorandum issued Wednesday, Treasury 
is calling for two $250 billion cash infusions to individuals: A first set of checks 
issued starting April 6, with a second wave in mid-May. The amounts would 
depend on income and family size. The Treasury plan, which requires approval by 
Congress, also recommends $50 billion to stabilize the airlines, $150 billion to 
issue loan guarantees to other struggling sectors, and $300 billion to for small 
businesses. ; President Trump has announced that he's invoking a federal 
provision that allows the government to marshal the private sector in response to 
the coronavirus pandemic. Trump appeared in the White House briefing room 
Wednesday for the third day in a row. He said he would sign the Defense 
Production Act “in case we need it" as the government bolsters resources for an 
expected surge in cases of the virus. ; President Trump says the U.S. and 
Canada have agreed to temporarily close their shared border to nonessential 
travel due to the coronavirus pandemic. And two administration officials say the 
U.S. is considering turning back all people who cross illegally from Mexico into the 
United States. Trump tweets that the restrictions on the Canadian border will not 
affect the flow of trade between the countries. Canada relies on the U.S. for 75% 
of its exports and about 18% of American exports go to Canada. Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau says travelers will no longer be able permitted to cross 
the border for recreation or tourism, but that essential travel will continue. ; Food 
banks and pantries across the U.S. are scrambling to meet an expected surge in 
demand as the coronavirus causes many people to at least temporarily lose their 
jobs. This is happening even as older volunteers have been told to stay home. 
Also, calls for social distancing are complicating efforts to package and distribute 
food. Pantries are shifting from letting people select items to giving them a sack 
filled with food to limit interaction and lessen the chance of passing along the 
virus. Officials say it makes them less efficient, but they don't have better options. 
; The Trump administration says it will allow individuals and businesses to delay 
paying their tax bills for 90 days past the April 15 deadline in an effort to inject as 
much as $300 billion into the economy at a time when the country is in danger of 
being pushed into a recession by the coronavirus. Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said individuals will be able to delay paying up to $1 million in payments 
while corporations will be able to defer payment on up to $10 million. ; The Trump 
administration is slashing regulations governing test development in a bid to ramp 
up screening for the coronavirus. The federal government has struggled to roll out 
nationwide screening as the virus continues to spread. The Food and Drug 
Administration made unprecedented changes late Monday to testing rules, 
including allowing state governments to essentially self-regulate new tests. But it 
was unclear how many states will take advantage of the new rules. And experts 
say the approach also creates challenges for assuring the accuracy of tests and 
tracking who is getting them. ; The Pentagon is already helping combat the 
coronavirus outbreak in the United States and is weighing what more it might do, 
including deploying hospital ships.  But the military faces limits. Its health care 
system is geared more toward handling combat casualties than infectious 
diseases. And there are logistical and legal concerns about expanding the 



military’s role in civilian affairs, such as tasking it with enforcing quarantines. 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper says he is considering activating National Guard 
and Reserve units at the federal level, as needed, to help states with planning, 
logistics and medical support. ; The Federal Reserve has put in motion two 
emergency lending programs that were last deployed in response to the 2008 
financial crisis, aiming to ease the flow of credit to businesses and households 
struggling amid the viral outbreak. Both are intended to ensure banks and large 
companies can access the cash they need. The first, announced mid-morning, is 
intended to unclog a short-term lending market for what is known as “commercial 
paper.” Large businesses issue commercial paper, which is essentially the 
equivalent of an IOU, to raise cash to meet payrolls and cover other short-term 
costs. The second program is also intended to mostly assist the commercial 
paper market and allows a wider range of financial institutions to access short-
term loans from the Fed — in this case investment banks and securities trading 
divisions of large banks. It also allows them to pledge a wider range of collateral 
in return for the loans. The funds will then mostly be used to purchase commercial 
paper. ; As Congress works on a rescue package to help shore up a U.S. 
economy hard hit by the coronavirus pandemic, a wide range of business, from 
the solar power industry to casinos and hotels, along with doctors, nurses and 
educators are urging lawmakers to give them a share of the pie. The House has 
passed an estimated $100 billion aid package of sick pay, emergency food aid 
and free virus testing. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell is promising 
“significant and bold new steps above and beyond what the House has passed.” 
And the White House is pitching an $850 billion aid package, with other proposals 
likely to follow. ; Americans could get a check for $1,000 or more in the coming 
weeks, as political leaders coalesce around a dramatic plan to try to prevent a 
worse recession and protect people from going bankrupt. The Washington Post 
reports the idea took off Monday when Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) called for 
every American adult to receive a $1,000 check “immediately” to help tide people 
over until other government aid can arrive. By Tuesday, there was bipartisan 
support for the idea, including from President Trump. The White House even 
suggested the amount could be over $1,000, an acknowledgment of how big the 
economic crisis is becoming. The Washington Post notes this isn’t a new idea. 
The United States has done this twice before. During the Great Recession, the 
federal government sent almost every adult a $300 to $600 check (plus $300 per 
child). The same thing happened in 2001, when the majority of Americans 
received a $300 check. In the last recession, checks went out to pretty much 
everyone who wasn’t a millionaire and filed a U.S. tax return, including Social 
Security recipients. Americans earning at least some income but less than 
$75,000 got the full amount, while wealthier people got less. The payments were 
sent by a check in the mail or direct deposit into a bank account. Most economists 
across the political spectrum like this idea because it’s simple and relatively fast. 
Unlike other government aid — unemployment insurance, welfare or food stamps 
— people do not have to apply for the payments, and there are no restrictions on 
how to use the money. As the U.S. economy comes to a standstill, job losses are 
mounting and could reach the millions, economists say. A $1,000 payment won’t 
fully compensate people, but experts and politicians say it’s a good first step to 
help people buy groceries and pay rent. It works out to the equivalent of one week 
of pay for the typical American, according to the latest Labor Department data, 



which shows median weekly earnings of $936 for full-time workers. ; Grocers big 
and small are hiring more workers, paying overtime and limiting purchases on 
certain high demand items as they scramble to restock shelves that have been 
wiped out by panic shopping in response to the global viral pandemic. Amazon 
said Tuesday that it will only accept shipments from suppliers of cleaning 
equipment, medical supplies and household goods at its warehouses for the next 
three weeks to fill surging demand. It is hiring 100,000 people across the U.S. to 
keep up with a crush of orders as more people stay at home and shop online. It 
will also temporarily raise pay by $2 an hour through the end of April for hourly 
employees. Many grocers are also limiting purchases of products like Purell 
sanitizers, Lysol cleaning spray and canned soup so that there is enough to go 
around. And companies like Walmart, Target and Wegman's are curbing store 
hours for the public in order to give workers time to restock shelves. ; U.S. hotel 
companies are seeking $150 billion in direct aid for their workers for what they 
say is an unprecedented fall-off in demand because of the new coronavirus. 
CEOs of Marriott, Hilton, Hyatt and other chains met Tuesday with President 
Trump to describe the impact and seek help. Hilton CEO Christopher Nassetta 
told the president Hilton has had to close some hotels for the first time in 100 
years. The hotels are seeking direct grants to workers so they can get paychecks 
even if hotels close. Also Tuesday, Airbnb sent a letter to congressional leaders 
asking for multiple tax breaks for its U.S. hosts, who are experiencing a significant 
loss of business. ; The scientific community's message to young Americans about 
the new coronavirus is getting more pointed:  Stay out of bars. Dr. Anthony Fauci 
(FOW'-chee), who directs the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease, 
said he too felt invulnerable when he was a young man, but emphasized that 
young people need to help constrain the spread of the coronavirus by staying out 
of bars and restaurants. He says while they are less vulnerable than older or at-
risk Americans, they can be carriers of the virus and carry it home to their loved 
ones. ; As the nation enters an extraordinary lockdown to try to contain the 
coronavirus, the patchwork, state-by-state closures have left many ordinary 
Americans to agonize over how much of their normal lives they can safely 
salvage. The fast-changing rules vary dizzyingly from place to place: Bars in 
some states are preparing for hordes of St. Patrick’s Day revelers, while others 
are stacking the stools up on tables and locking the doors. Spring breakers are 
partying on some beaches, while police are sweeping others, ordering people 
away. Ohio canceled its presidential primary, but the polls opened in Florida, 
Illinois and Arizona. ; St. Patrick's Day revelers across the world tried to salvage 
the holiday with makeshift celebrations after parades and parties were scrapped 
and residents were urged to hunker down at home to slow the spread of the 
coronavirus. It was the first St. Patrick's Day in more than 250 years without a 
large parade in New York City, but a small group of organizers marched the rain-
soaked streets early Tuesday anyway. There were virtually no signs of St. 
Patrick's Day revelry in a Chicago, which scrapped the nearly 60-year-old tradition 
of dyeing the Chicago River green in order to keep crowds away. One or more St. 
Patrick's Day diehards took it upon themselves to try and turn at least part of the 
river green anyway. ; Tom Hanks and his wife, Rita Wilson, have reportedly been 
released from an Australian hospital five days after they were diagnosed with the 
new coronavirus. Queensland state's health department would not comment on 
media reports Tuesday that the 63-year-old celebrities had been discharged from 



the Gold Coast University Hospital to self-isolate in a rented house. Hanks’ 
management did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The couple 
arrived in Australia in late January on the Gold Coast where an untitled Elvis 
Presley biopic directed by Baz Luhrmann was to be shot. Hanks plays Presley's 
manager, Colonel Tom Parker. The film has suspended production. ; Most 
concerts have been shut down because of the new coronavirus, so musicians are 
taking their performances online. Keith Urban played an Instagram concert with 
two crew members and “an audience of one,” his wife, Nicole Kidman. Dropkick 
Murphys streamed their annual St. Patrick’s Day concert yesterday from Boston. 
The band members say it’s the first time in 24 years they have not played St. 
Patrick’s Day weekend. Pink, Rob Thomas, and David Foster and Katharine 
McPhee also performed live online. Neil Young promises to do several shows that 
he calls “a down-home production” in front of his fireplace filmed by his wife, Daryl 
Hannah. Death Cab For Cutie frontman Ben Gibbard says he will perform every 
day from his home studio at 4 p.m., our time. ; A virus-induced hiatus for late-
night host Jimmy Fallon isn't keeping him from reaching fans, and he's enlisting 
his family to do it. The comedian is debuting a new series on his show's YouTube 
channel called “The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon: Home Edition.” The first 
episode was shot by Fallon's wife and features a new song about celebrating St. 
Patrick's Day while practicing social distancing. Future episodes, which will last 
about 10 minutes, will also highlight a charity working to help those affected by 
coronavirus. ; “Jeopardy” and “Wheel of Fortune" each have announced they will 
shut down production for the time being because of concerns about the new 
coronavirus. The shows had said earlier they would continue shooting without 
audiences. “Wheel of Fortune” included a photo with one of its word puzzles 
reading “STAY SAFE EVERYONE.” ; The Store — a free grocery store launched 
by country music star Brad Paisley and actor-wife Kimberly Williams-Paisley — 
wants to deliver food to the elderly in Nashville.  Paisley is kick-starting 
a volunteer-ran delivery service for The Store as the coronavirus continues to 
spread in Middle Tennessee and through much of the United Sates. Elderly are 
among the most vulnerable to the coronavirus, or COVID-19. The Tennessean 
newspaper reports store volunteers plan to deliver a week of groceries on 
Wednesday and Thursday. Paisley wrote on Instagram: "In light of how times 
have changed, we have decided to change the way we do things a bit. He added: 
"... We have a list of seniors that we're basically dropping off what they 
need, following all protocols to make sure we're doing this right."  He closed by 
writing: "Let's get through this." ; Kevin Durant is one of four Brooklyn Nets 
players to have tested positive for the new coronavirus, bringing the total to seven 
known players in the NBA. The Nets did not name the players Tuesday, but 
Durant confirmed he was one of them to The Athletic, saying: “Everyone be 
careful, take care of yourself and quarantine. We're going to get through this.” The 
Nets announced that one player is exhibiting symptoms, while the other three are 
asymptomatic. Utah's Rudy Gobert (goh-BEHR’) and Donovan Mitchell and 
Detroit's Christian Wood are the other players who have tested positive for the 
COVID-19 virus. In other sports news involving the outbreak: — Seattle 
Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson and pop star wife Ciara have announced 
they are donating 1 million meals through Seattle’s Food Lifeline to help provide 
meals for those in need during the coronavirus outbreak in the region. — 
NASCAR has vowed to reschedule the seven Cup Series events already 



postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Figuring out how to cram the events 
and the All-Star race into the crowded 36-race schedule is potentially difficult. 
NASCAR President Steve Phelps says the series has no specifics on how it is 
moving forward. He says he wants the postponed races rescheduled before the 
playoffs begin in September. — A person familiar with the diagnosis tells The 
Associated Press a second New York Yankees minor leaguer has tested positive 
for the new coronavirus. New York had announced a first positive test on Sunday 
and general manager Brian Cashman said the player had been isolated and the 
Florida Department of Health notified. The two Yankees minor leaguers are the 
only baseball players known to have tested positive. /  
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COVID-19: As of Wednesday afternoon, Oregon health officials say there have 
been 75 positive tests for COVID-19 statewide, 1,118 negative tests, and results 
are pending for 361 others. Three people have died, including that 60-year-old 
Lane County woman who arrived at the PeaceHealth RiverBend emergency room 
on Saturday in cardiac arrest while showing symptoms of COVID-19. The other 
patient deaths were in Multnomah and Washington counties. Including the woman 
who died on Saturday, there have been two positive COVID-19 tests in Lane 
County out of 100 total tests. Thirteen of those test results are pending. And some 
reminders: Lane County's non-emergency coronavirus call center hotline is at 
541-682-1380. It is staffed daily from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Please call the hotline 
if you have non-emergency questions. Please do not call hospitals with non-
emergency questions. If you have a medical emergency, call 911. If you think you 
have been exposed to COVID-19 and develop a fever and symptoms, such as 
cough or difficulty breathing, call your healthcare provider for medical advice. This 
advance call will help the medical and office protect themselves and other 
patients. ; There are now 75 positive tests for COVID-19 in Oregon, scattered 
across 14 counties. The largest cluster is in Washington County, southwest of 
Portland, with 23 cases, including one death. Linn County has 15 cases, all tied to 
the outbreak at the Oregon Veterans’ Home in Lebanon. Marion County has 8 
cases; Clackamas and Deschutes County have 6 cases each. Multnomah County 
has three cases, including one death. Benton County has three cases, but two of 
those are people who were staying with relatives in Washington state and they 
remain there. Lane County has two cases, including Saturday’s death of that 60-
year-old woman. Jackson, Umatilla and Yamhill County also have two cases 
each. And Douglas, Klamath and Polk County have one case each. ; Officials with 
the Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs say that COVID-19 testing has been 
completed on all 151 residents at the Oregon Veterans’ Home in Lebanon. There 
are no new positive results. But there remain 14 residents—13 veterans and one 
spouse—who tested positive for presumptive cases of COVID-19, along with one 
staff member. ; Up in Linn County, a local health care provider has tested positive 
for COVID-19. Health officials in Linn County are working to notify those who 
came in contact with the person and arrange for testing, if needed. As is the case 
in Lane and other Oregon counties, Linn County Public Health is running an 
Emergency Operations Center. Linn County also has set up a non-emergency 
COVID-19 Call Center at 541-967-3888. The call center is open from 8:30 am – 



5:00 pm seven days a week. Linn County is also posting updates on its Facebook 
page. ; The Oregonian and OregonLive report an Aloha High School student has 
tested positive for novel coronavirus. The Washington County Health Department 
announced Wednesday that the student, whose name and grade level were not 
released, attended class while sick during the week of March 9. It’s the second 
confirmed instance of a student in Washington County contracting coronavirus 
since a middle schooler in Hillsboro was announced as one of the state’s first 14 
cases. ; Governor Kate Brown yesterday directed all Oregon hospitals, outpatient 
clinics, and health care providers, including veterinarians and dentists, to cease 
all non-emergency procedures, in order to preserve supplies of personal 
protective equipment, such as surgical masks, gowns, and gloves. Officials with 
the Oregon Health Authority say health care workers are going to need them in 
order to treat an expected surge in COVID-19 patients. The order also limits 
visitation in hospitals to protect health care workers and at-risk patients from the 
spread of COVID-19. Governor Brown also thanked the health care providers––
including dentists, veterinarians, and others––who have already preserved and 
donated their critical supplies. ; Douglas County also is operating its own non-
emergency COVID-19 Hotline at (541) 464-6550. The call center is staffed with 
volunteer health care professionals who can answer questions from the public 
and is available from 8:00 am–7:30 pm, seven days a week. ; This week, 
members of the Oregon Military Department and Oregon National Guard are 
providing support in various communities, from maintenance and mechanical 
support, to deploying uniformed personnel to set up facilities for civilian medical 
personnel. On Tuesday, for example, an Oregon National Guard unit traveled to 
the Oregon Veterans’ Home in Lebanon and assisted by setting up large tents to 
be used as a temporary testing facility for COVID-19. On Wednesday in 
Seaside, members of the Oregon Military Department, working with crews from 
Camp Rilea (say: rye-LEE’-uh) and Providence Seaside Hospital, helped set up 
military tents at the hospital. Those tents will be used for testing and triaging 
residents along the northern Oregon coast should they fall ill from COVID-19. 
Today (Thurs., Mar. 19), Oregon National Guard members will be at the Oregon 
State Fairgrounds to help set up a temporary, 250-bed hospital. Oregon National 
Guard leaders are coordinating with the Oregon Military Department, Oregon 
Health Authority, Department of Homeland Security, Oregon Department of 
Transportation, Department of Corrections and other state local and non-
governmental agencies. Units will be sent to other communities to continue 
working on expanding medical capacity and other efforts, as needed. ; State 
employment officials say they know they’re just seeing the start of a wave of 
jobless benefit filings, as more companies close their doors and lay off workers 
during because of the spread of the coronavirus. The number of initial 
Unemployment Insurance claims filed in Oregon rose from approximately 800 on 
Sunday, March 16, to a total of 18,500 by Tuesday, March 18. ; As growing 
numbers of Oregonians file for unemployment benefits across the state, the 
state’s Employment Department yesterday enacted temporary rules to create 
more flexibility in providing unemployment benefits to COVID-19 affected workers. 
Unemployment Insurance benefits are available during temporary layoffs related 
to COVID-19 situations. These benefits occur for employees whose employer 
stops operation for a short period of time, such as cleaning following a 
coronavirus exposure, or by government requirement. To receive weekly benefits 



during normal times, workers must meet some requirements that include actively 
look for work they can do. But under the temporary rules, workers laid off because 
of COVID-19 may receive unemployment benefits without having to seek work 
with other employers if their place of employment intends to eventually resume 
operations. To receive those benefits, affected workers must still be able to work, 
stay in contact with their employer, and be available to work when called back. A 
full resource guide with questions and answers about specific COVID-19 
coronavirus-related situations and unemployment benefits is available at 
Oregon.gov/employ This site also has information for filing an online claim. For 
help finding jobs and training resources, contact your local WorkSource Oregon 
center or go to WorkSourceOregon.org  To file an online claim for unemployment 
benefits, go to Oregon.gov/employ or call 1-877-FILE-4-UI. ; It’s not just Oregon’s 
kindergarten through 12th grade schools that are staying closed until April 28 and 
shifting to online learning. Yesterday, Governor Kate Brown issued an executive 
order that sets the same process in motion for the state’s universities and 
community colleges. The executive order also limits on-campus operations to 
critical functions, such as dining services and dormitories — all of which are 
directed to employ social distancing. The intent is to ensure students have a safe 
place to live and eat, since some might not otherwise have housing options. 
Brown says she and other state officials understand large numbers of college 
seniors are working to complete their degrees and graduate this spring. She says 
Oregon’s universities and community colleges are working hard to make sure 
they can get their diplomas. ; With the number of COVID-19 cases rising in 
Oregon, PeaceHealth is now restricting all visitor access, with some exceptions, 
at its four Lane County hospitals. These restrictions took effect at PeaceHealth 
Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend, PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical 
Center University District, PeaceHealth Cottage Grove Community Hospital and 
PeaceHealth Peace Harbor Medical Center. They will stay in place until COVID-
19 is no longer considered a public health threat. Exceptions to the policy include: 
One (1) support person to help a patient with mobility challenges or discharge 
instructions. One (1) support person for Emergency Department patients. Two (2) 
parents of a minor patient. Two (2) support persons for end-of-life patients. Two 
(2) support persons for Labor and Delivery and Mom-Baby at Sacred Heart 
RiverBend and Peace Harbor Medical Center. In select situations, staff may allow 
a support person to visit a patient. A support person is defined as someone who 
has a direct role to play in a patient’s care. PeaceHealth officials encourage loved 
ones to connect with patients through technology, such as cell phones, tablets 
and laptops. ; To protect the health and safety of patients, the community, your 
families and employees, McKenzie-Willamette Medical Center this week closed 
its hospital to visitors. Exceptions for visitors will be made for: Patients 17 years of 
age or younger — one visitor/day. Patients that are developmentally disabled — 
one visitor/day. Patient having a surgery or procedure — one visitor/day. Patients 
in labor will be allowed two visitors. Case-by-case exceptions will be considered 
by the unit’s nurse manager based upon circumstances. No visitors for 
employees. Anyone entering the hospital is subject to medical screening before 
entering. McKenzie-Willamette officials encourage you to visit with your loved 
ones by phone or video chats via Facetime and Skype. ; A number of dental 
practices are canceling their regular appointments as the cases of coronavirus 
spread and state officials call for practices to save their medical supplies for 



treating COVID-19 patients. But there’s still a need for emergency dental 
procedures. Owners of Oakmont Family Dental on Coburg Road say they will 
operate with limited hours to respond to qualifying dental emergencies. The 
practice will be open from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m., Monday through Thursday for those 
procedures. Patients will be able to see a Dentist if they are experiencing: Severe 
Tooth Pain (not just a tinge). Bleeding in your mouth that does not stop. Infection 
or substantial risk of infection. Trauma, such as a broken tooth. Patients are 
asked to call Oakmont Family Dental for a pre-screening and to schedule an 
appointment. They do not need to be current patients of Oakmont Family Dental. 
Anyone who is having an emergency is eligible to call. ; Kudos to our local 
grocery stores, who have begun setting aside the first hours of their shopping 
days for older adults. It's part of an effort to protect them from exposure to the 
coronavirus while allowing them to replenish much-need groceries. Hours and 
dates vary from store to store so call or check ahead. ; It’s been an exhausting 
past week for grocery workers, who’ve seen crowds of customers, many anxious, 
some panic buying. Staff have worked to keep shelves stocked, disinfect surfaces 
and handles, and answer questions from frequently tense and fearful—and 
occasionally angry shoppers. Owners of Eugene-based Market of Choice say 
their employees have stepped up and they want to recognize their hard work and 
personal sacrifice, so they’re temporarily increasing pay for their hourly workers 
by two dollars per hour. CEO Rick Wright says the wage increase is being applied 
retroactively to Sunday and covers roughly 1,200 hourly employees at Market of 
Choice’s 10 stores in Oregon, including four in Eugene. The wage increase will 
remain in place until employees’ extraordinary workload is reduced. ; Emerald 
Fruit and Produce in Eugene now is offering “front dock” sales from 7 a.m. – 3 
p.m. The produce distributor decided to open its front dock to retail sales to help 
offset heavy crowds at grocery stores and allow people to drive up and receive 
their order. Emerald Fruit and Produce carries fruit, vegetables, salad mixes and 
other farm produce items in units and cases ranging from two pounds to 50 
pounds. Company officials say customers may come to their warehouse on the 
corner of 7th and Wilson Streets in the West Eugene warehouse district. The 
address is 2525 W. 7th Place. You may see what’s available and prices at 
emeraldfruit.com and either print and fill out an order form or call in your order at 
541-342-2136. Customers either may stay in their cars and employees will come 
out to take their order—or customers may stand on the front dock and fill out an 
order form. ; The country’s largest mall operator has closed its 200-plus shopping 
centers, including the Woodburn Premium Outlets in Oregon. Officials with the 
Simon Property Group said the closings began yesterday evening in an effort to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus. A news release from the management 
company said the malls are expected to re-open March 29. ; Lane County’s food 
bank asked, and members of a local church are answering in a big way. FOOD 
for Lane County and the nation’s other food banks are struggling to provide much-
needed food to hungry individuals and families during the national coronavirus 
crisis. But on Monday, the food bank and local members of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints announced that LDS members are donation a 
shipment of non-perishable food—enough to fill a 53-foot truck. The delivery will 
be made this morning. The Church has two major programs intended to assist 
those in need. The first, the Welfare Program, assists LDS church members 
through a network of church farms, canneries, and Bishop Storehouses that run 



primarily with donated labor by church members who produce, preserve, and 
distribute the food. The second program, Latter-day Saint Charities (Humanitarian 
Services), provides aid and services in times of disaster without regard to cultural 
or religious affiliation. It takes place when extra food is produced by the church 
and is donated to organizations such as FOOD For Lane County. When local 
members LDS members heard that a full truck of canned and packaged food was 
available to donate locally, they suggested FOOD For Lane County as the 
recipient. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, headquartered in Salt 
Lake City Utah, has more than 16 million members worldwide.  Approximately 
10,000 Lane County residents belong to the church. ; Organizers of the Eugene 
Marathon made it official yesterday: They’ve canceled this year’s event, which 
was set for Sunday, April 26. It came after coordinators worked to find a way to 
reschedule the popular marathon to later this summer or fall. But they say the 
uncertainty of the coronavirus situation made it impossible to settle on a reliable 
date. The marathon brings together volunteers and workers from the City of 
Eugene, the University of Oregon, and numerous local businesses and 
organizations. All registered participants in the Marathon, Half Marathon, Eugene 
5K and Kids Duck Dash will have the option to roll their registrations over to next 
year’s event or to the following year, 2022. Coordinators say they know 
registrants have put many hours and miles into training for the 2020 race. They 
hope that on April 26th, you lace up your shoes and go for a run or a walk. 
Eugene Marathon officials say it won’t be the race anyone planned, but it’s a good 
opportunity to “lace up” and move forward.  ; Lane Transit District (LTD) will 
operate Saturday schedules on all buses, Monday through Saturday, beginning 
Monday, March 23, 2020, until further notice. Route 92 Lowell and Route 96 
Coburg will have limited service on Monday through Friday. Sunday bus service 
stays the same. Lane Transit officials say Saturday-level bus service offers the 
community basic transit service, while reducing the potential exposure to the 
coronavirus to riders and LTD bus operators and staff. LTD bus riders are 
encouraged to use the LTD Rider's Digest or the LTD website to find their bus 
route's Saturday-service schedule. The LTD web site is at www.ltd.org ; The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report that Portland officials are considering a shelter-
in-place order to help stem the spread of coronavirus. According to the Portland 
mayor’s office, the order would prohibit people from leaving their homes for non-
essential reasons. But reporter Everton Bailey, Junior, writes it remained unclear 
Wednesday if or when such an order would be issued and one Portland official 
said a shelter-in-place order was simply one of “multiple contingencies” and that 
they were seeking guidance from health officials. The order would be similar to 
recent actions enforced by government agencies in the San Francisco metro 
area. A shelter-in-place policy in Portland would restrict people only to going out 
in public, if necessary, for the health and safety of themselves or their families. 
People who work in jobs that have an essential government function or otherwise 
necessary business, such as a grocery store, hospital or gas station, would be 
allowed to continue working. When asked during a news conference Tuesday 
about a Portland shelter-in-place policy, Mayor Ted Wheeler said he was 
following the advice of public health officials and medical experts he’d been in 
contact with and they hadn’t made that recommendation. During a Wednesday 
call with reporters, state epidemiologist Dean Sidelinger said the state was not 
recommending a shelter-in-place order. But later, Renee Edwards, chief medical 



officer for Oregon Health and Science University, said she thought it was a good 
idea – even though it would have a profound impact on families and the entire 
state. Edwards noted that as Oregon faces a surge in need for hospital capacity, 
including hospital beds and ventilators, officials want to be sure that we can 
deliver. Such an Oregon in the state’s most populous city could help slow the 
spread of the virus and the number of new cases. ; Amid increasing number of 
COVID-19 cases in the state, as well as growing economic challenges, a new 
legislative committee held its inaugural meeting on Wednesday. It is looking at 
issues ranging from the disruption to the lives of tens of thousands of Oregonians 
who’ve been laid off their jobs, those struggling to pay mortgages and rent, those 
not receiving payments of mortgages or rent, and the rippling effect to the state’s 
small businesses. ; The federal government is rushing protective equipment to 
states for medical workers who will be on the front lines of the growing 
coronavirus pandemic. But at least in three states — Oregon, Washington, and 
Rhode Island — promised deliveries are falling far short of requests. Dozens of 
flights and hundreds of trucks have ferried supplies from the Strategic National 
Stockpile. It was created in 1999 to respond to terrorist events like bombings and 
biological, chemical and nuclear attacks. It maintains caches of pharmaceuticals, 
medical supplies and vaccines in secret locations around the U.S. But it has 
never confronted anything on the scale of the COVID-19 pandemic. ; It's a great 
way to spend an extended Spring Break but, unfortunately, an easy way to be 
infected by the coronavirus. While most of its campgrounds will remain open into 
April on the Siulsaw National Forest, six popular Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) 
campgrounds that are more like parking lots and put visitors in close contact with 
one-another closed Wednesday until at least April 14. There are four affected 
campgrounds at the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area (Horsfall, Horsfall 
Beach, Spinreel, and Driftwood II) and two at Sand Lake Recreation Area (East 
Dunes, West Winds). As forest recreation managers explain in their news release: 
"These campgrounds are unique in their design; rather than a typical family 
campground with individual sites separated by vegetation, these OHV 
campgrounds look more like parking lots where larger groups form tight circles of 
trailers and campers. During busy times, such as spring break weeks, these 
campgrounds often have a crowded, festival-like atmosphere.” Existing 
reservations through April 14 have been canceled and fully refunded and new 
reservations before April 14 will not be accepted." Other Oregon recreation 
agencies are making similar assessments and might announce complete or 
partial closures of selected high-density, close-quarters campgrounds in the 
coming days. Day use areas, trails, and other campgrounds across the Siuslaw 
National Forest remain open at this time. Prior to leaving home, visitors are 
encouraged to check online for the latest updates and information. In addition to 
these temporary campground closures, the Cape Perpetua Visitor Center 
suspended operations on March 14 due to staffing challenges and the need to 
address social distancing guidelines. Siuslaw National Forest offices are also 
open, but the majority of public business is being conducted by phone, email, or 
through web-based transactions. Critical in-person business is being handled by 
appointment only to minimize person-to-person contact. ; All Oregon Department 
of Fish & Wildlife state-operated fish hatcheries are closed to public access and 
all visitors to reduce the spread of the coronavirus. Officials say the closures are 
meant to protect staff, many of whom live on-site with their families, so they may 



continue to operate the 33 hatcheries which raise millions of fish critical to the 
state’s economy and biological systems. While hatcheries are closed, fish 
stocking of lakes and ponds continue for now. See the trout stocking schedule at 
myodfw.com Also, check out the weekly Recreation Report for updates on great 
places to visit and enjoy the outdoors. Fishing and other outdoor activities like 
wildlife viewing, hiking and hunting can enable people to get outdoors and still 
practice social distancing (staying ideally 6 feet from others). Remember before 
heading outdoors that besides social distancing, you should stay home if you are 
sick, wash your hands frequently, cover your cough and sneezes, and take other 
recommended steps to protect yourself, friends, and family while slowing the 
spread of COVID-19. ODFW’s wildlife areas, which are great places to watch 
wildlife, will remain open for now, except those areas annually closed until spring 
to protect wintering big game or migratory birds (see list below). However, visitor 
centers or areas where the public might congregate indoors will be closed. 
Bathrooms at wildlife areas remain open. Among those wildlife areas that may be 
entirely or partially closed until spring to protect wintering wildlife including big 
game and migratory birds: Portions of the Fern Ridge wildlife area, through April 
30 except on Saturdays. ; Heading to the coast this spring? Enjoy the salt air, the 
surf and the sand, but be sure to keep an eye out for closures along some 
stretches of Oregon’s beaches to protect nesting snowy plover. The seasonal 
closures began March 15 and continue through September 15. Beachgoers will 
see signs and ropes that identify sensitive plover nesting areas and list 
restrictions to protect the small shorebirds during this period. Plover beaches 
remain open to foot and equestrian traffic on wet, packed sand throughout nesting 
season.  All other recreation on plover beaches is off limits on both wet and dry 
sand, include walking your dog (even on a leash), driving a vehicle, riding a 
bicycle, camping, fires, and flying kites or drones. The small birds nest on open 
sand along Oregon’s beaches. Nests, and especially chicks, are well-
camouflaged. During nesting season, human disturbances can flush adult plovers 
away from their nests as they attempt to defend their young from the perceived 
predator. Left alone too long, or too often, eggs or chicks can die from exposure, 
predators or people. Recreation restrictions occur in small stretches of beach 
along the entire coastline where plovers are nesting or could potentially nest. 
These areas collectively comprise about 45 miles of Oregon's 362 miles of 
shoreline. Visitors still have access to hundreds of miles of Oregon beaches that 
have no seasonal restrictions. By planning your trip, you can enjoy the coast and 
help keep these special birds safe. Later this year, visitors to a 2.6-mile stretch of 
the North Umpqua Spit within the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area will 
see new restrictions, as plovers have returned to the area to nest after a long 
absence. Restrictions will be in place on the portion of beach south of Sparrow 
Park Road to the jetty, which is managed by the Siuslaw National Forest and has 
long been designated as critical plover habitat. The birds’ return prompts the 
same restrictions that apply at other plover beaches: the beach will remain open 
to travel by foot or horse on the wet, hard-packed sand only, with dry sand areas 
off-limits. Visitors to the North Umpqua Spit will still have full access to more than 
three miles of beach north of the plover area. The date for when restrictions go 
into effect at North Umpqua spit has not been set. Get maps and updates from 
the Oregon State Parks, Siuslaw National Forest, and Oregon Dunes National 
Recreation area websites. ; President Trump on Wednesday invoked rarely used 



emergency powers to marshal critical medical supplies against the coronavirus 
pandemic. Trump also signed an aid package — which the Senate approved 
earlier in the day — that will guarantee sick leave to workers who fall ill. The 
measure is also aimed at making tests for the virus free. Trump tapped his 
authority under the 70-year-old Defense Production Act to give the government 
more power to steer production by private companies and try to overcome 
shortages in masks, ventilators and other supplies. The White House urged 
hospitals to cancel all elective surgeries to reduce the risk of being overwhelmed 
by cases. The government has told Americans to avoid groups of more than 10 
people and urged the elderly to stay home. And national health leaders issued a 
pointed reminder to millennials to follow the guidelines and avoid social 
gatherings. CDC experts say they’re learning of COVID-19 cases of serious 
illness involving younger adults in Italy and France that they call “concerning.” 
They say that even if young people only get a mild case of the virus, they can 
pass it on to their parents, grandparents and others where it can be deadly. Back 
on Capitol Hill, President Trump said he will expand the nation’s diagnostic testing 
capacity and deploy a Navy hospital ship to New York City, which is rapidly 
becoming an epicenter of the pandemic, and another such ship to the West 
Coast. And HUD, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, will 
suspend foreclosures and evictions through April to help the growing number of 
Americans who face losing jobs and missing rent and mortgage payments. In 
other developments, the Canada-U.S. border, the world’s longest, was effectively 
closed, save for commerce and essential travel. Meanwhile the administration 
pushed forward its broad economic rescue plan, which proposes $500 billion in 
checks to millions of Americans, with the first checks to come April 6 if Congress 
approves. But Trump dismissed a suggestion from his own treasury secretary, 
Steven Mnuchin, that the nation could face 20 percent unemployment at least in 
the short term, calling that an, quote, “absolute total worst-case scenario.” Trump 
likened the effort to the measures taken during World War II and said it would 
require national “sacrifice.” The Defense Production Act gives the president broad 
authority to shape the domestic industrial base so that it is capable of providing 
essential materials and goods needed in a national security crisis. The law allows 
the president to require businesses and corporations to give priority to and accept 
contracts for required materials and services. Trump also said he would soon 
invoke a rarely used federal statute that would enable the U.S. to tighten controls 
along the southwest border because of the new coronavirus, based on a 
recommendation of the U.S. surgeon general. More than eight weeks after the 
first U.S. case of the virus was detected, the federal government is still struggling 
to conduct widescale testing for the virus. Compounding the problem, laboratories 
are reporting shortages of supplies needed to run the tests, which officials urged 
to be given to those most likely to have COVID-19. Deborah Birx, who is 
coordinating the White House response, cautioned that there has been a backlog 
of swabs waiting in labs to be tested, and as that backlog clears “we will see the 
number of people diagnosed dramatically increased” in the next few days. Asked 
about the administration’s mixed messages when it comes to the threat posed by 
the virus, Birx said new studies about how long the virus can be transmissible on 
hard surfaces helped prompt the administration’s tightening of recommendations 
on social distancing. For most people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or 
moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough. For some, especially older adults 



and people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness, 
including pneumonia.  The vast majority of people recover from the new virus. 
According to the World Health Organization, people with mild illness recover in 
about two weeks, while those with more severe illness may take three to six 
weeks to recover. ; The Treasury Department wants to start issuing direct 
payments to Americans by early next month as the centerpiece of a $1 trillion 
plan to stabilize the economy amid the coronavirus epidemic. In a memorandum 
issued Wednesday, Treasury is calling for two $250 billion cash infusions to 
individuals: A first set of checks issued starting April 6, with a second wave in 
mid-May. The amounts would depend on income and family size. The Treasury 
plan, which requires approval by Congress, also recommends $50 billion to 
stabilize the airlines, $150 billion to issue loan guarantees to other struggling 
sectors, and $300 billion to for small businesses. ; Unemployment filings jumped 
by 70,000 last week, an early indication of the ripple effect the spread of the 
coronavirus is having on the U.S. economy. According to some federal and 
industry estimates, one in five workers nationwide have been laid off or had a 
reduction in hours. The projected hospitality and leisure industry layoffs would 
double the nation’s unemployment rate. ; Americans could get a check for $1,000 
or more in the coming weeks, as political leaders focus on a plan to prevent a 
worse recession and protect people from going bankrupt. The Washington Post 
reports the idea took off Monday when Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) called for 
every American adult to receive a $1,000 check “immediately” to help tide people 
over until other government aid can arrive. By Tuesday, there was bipartisan 
support for the idea, including from President Trump. The White House even 
suggested the amount could be over $1,000, an acknowledgment of how big the 
economic crisis is becoming. The Washington Post notes this isn’t a new idea. 
The United States has done this twice before. During the Great Recession, the 
federal government sent almost every adult a $300 to $600 check (plus $300 per 
child). The same thing happened in 2001, when the majority of Americans 
received a $300 check. In the last recession, checks went out to pretty much 
everyone who wasn’t a millionaire and filed a U.S. tax return, including Social 
Security recipients. Americans earning at least some income but less than 
$75,000 got the full amount, while wealthier people got less. The payments were 
sent by a check in the mail or direct deposit into a bank account. Most economists 
across the political spectrum like this idea because it’s simple and relatively fast. 
Unlike other government aid — unemployment insurance, welfare or food stamps 
— people do not have to apply for the payments, and there are no restrictions on 
how to use the money. As the U.S. economy comes to a standstill, job losses are 
mounting and could reach the millions, economists say. A $1,000 payment won’t 
fully compensate people, but experts and politicians say it’s a good first step to 
help people buy groceries and pay rent. It works out to the equivalent of one week 
of pay for the typical American, according to the latest Labor Department data, 
which shows median weekly earnings of $936 for full-time workers. ; The state of 
Alabama is postponing its scheduled March 31 primary runoff in the Senate race 
between Jeff Sessions and former Auburn University football coach Tommy 
Tuberville. Saying having people stand in line to vote is too risky right now, 
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey said the runoff is being rescheduled to July 14. The 
winner will face U.S. Sen. Doug Jones in November. Five other states also have 
postponed their primaries because of the coronavirus pandemic: Georgia, 



Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland and Ohio. /  

 



 PUBLIC AFFAIRS POSTING FORM 
 
  

 
DATE OF 
BROADCAST 

 
03/20/20 

 
TIME OF 
BROADCAST 

 
5:30AM-8:30AM / KKNU-FM 

 
NAME OF 
PROGRAM 

 
 Morning News 

 
LENGTH OF  
PROGRAM 

 
 30 Seconds 

 
ISSUE OR 
SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED 

 
COVID-19: California’s close to 40 million residents are “sheltering in place” this 
morning as that state works to slow the spread of the coronavirus. Similar orders 
are in place in New York City and some other spots around the country where 
cases of COVID-19 have skyrocketed. But Oregon Governor Kate Brown says 
there is currently no plan to issue a statewide shelter-in-place order here. The 
governor said yesterday that public health experts have told her that it appears 
existing measures should be enough to help control the virus. Those steps 
include the six-week statewide school closure, a ban on gatherings of more than 
25 people, and restricting restaurants, bars, and similar food-service businesses 
to takeout and delivery. In states and cities where shelter-in-place orders have 
been implemented, essential businesses remain open, as well as those where 
workers can remain socially distanced. Brown says the only thing that might 
persuade state officials to move forward with “shelter-in-place” is if larger 
numbers of Oregonians ignore the current “social distancing” orders and increase 
the risk of the virus’ spread. That said, state officials and those in the city of 
Portland are making contingency plans should the number of COVID-19 cases 
balloon and additional protective orders are required. As of Thursday evening, 
Oregon has 88 cases of the illness caused by the coronavirus. By comparison, 
Washington state has more than 1,300 cases, with 189 new patients diagnosed 
on Thursday alone. California has more than 1,000 cases. Under shelter-in-place 
orders, people would be asked to remain at home. They could go outside, and 
take walks or walk the dog. But they’d be told to avoid all but essential trips to 
places like the grocery store or to seek medical attention. On Thursday morning, 
members of the Oregon Association of Hospitals and Health Systems said they’ve 
asked the governor to issue a statewide “shelter-in-place” order.  The association 
represents Oregon’s 62 acute care hospitals. The association’s president and 
CEO, Becky Hultberg, says hospitals and health systems are preparing for a 
surge in COVID-19 patients and are concerned that they could become 
overwhelmed and unable to adequately care for everyone—a situation that could 
increase patient complications and deaths. The limited availability of testing kits 
and slow expansion of testing capacity has also made it difficult to determine who 
has been infected with the coronavirus and how widespread COVID-19 might be 
in Oregon communities. ; Oregon’s governor said Thursday that the state is a 
couple days away from running out of supplies like masks, gloves and other 
protective equipment used to treating medical clinic and hospital patients. State 



officials are asking medical professionals with surplus protective equipment, as 
well as companies, contractors and electricians with gloves and masks to donate 
them to help keep front-line medical personnel safe. On Wednesday, Governor 
Kate Brown ordered a freeze on all “non-emergency” medical procedures to 
better preserve those supplies for battling the coronavirus. Across Oregon, 
hospitals, medical centers, and first responders including police and fire 
departments and EMTs are asking for donations, preferably in unopened 
packaging. But if you have something you can donate, call ahead to see if it will 
work and make arrangements to safely drop off the protective gear. The items 
most desired range from latex-free gloves, procedural and surgical masks—
including N95 respirators and filters—to face shields, splash shields, gowns, hand 
sanitizer and disinfecting wipes. On Wednesday, a spokesman for the Governor’s 
office said the state began its response to the coronavirus outbreak with close to 
590,000 N95 masks on-hand. But officials say the state already has used more 
than one-quarter of its supply, including two-thirds of its less-protective surgical 
procedure masks and more than 80 percent of its surgical procedure gowns. ; 
Governor Kate Brown says the federal government has fulfilled 25 percent of the 
Oregon’s request for personal protective equipment, including 400,000 sets of 
specialized medical masks, gowns and gloves. A staff member told reporters 
yesterday that the state is looking into whether some production facilities around 
the state could be modified to make the equipment on an emergency basis in 
Oregon. ; Lane County Public Health say a Eugene School District worker who 
had direct contact with a COVID-19 patient came to work earlier this month. But 
officials say they’ve determined that the person was NOT in close contact with 
students and NO students are considered to have been exposed to the 
coronavirus. It came as health officials conducted what’s known as a “contact 
investigation,” which involve making contact with anyone who might have been 
exposed to a known case. People are considered exposed to COVID-19 if they 
had close contact – meaning were within six feet for an hour or more – with a 
known case. During the investigation, officials say they identified a small number 
of Eugene School District 4J bus routes with a possible exposure point from the 
person who was in direct contact with a someone who has a case of COVID-19. 
But, again, they emphasize that the person has NOT, at this time, tested positive 
for COVID-19, that they had NO close contact with students, and that NO 
students are considered to have been exposed to the coronavirus. Eugene 
School District officials say they worked with Lane County Public Health experts 
to notify the parents of any students who might have been on the identified bus 
routes. If parents have been notified and are concerned, have questions, or would 
like to establish contact with a Lane County Communicable Disease Nurse, 
please call 541-682-1380. When calling, please identify yourself as a concerned 
4J parent and you will be directed from our call center to a nurse who can work 
with you on next steps. Lane County Public Health announced the first two cases 
of COVID-19 in Lane County on Tuesday. ; Officials say three Eugene-Springfield 
firefighters are self-isolating after exposure to the COVID-19 patient who died, but 
six have been cleared to return to work. An investigation by public health 
investigators determined the six had “low exposure” to the patient, allowing them 
to return to work. They and the three self-isolating crew members are continuing 
to be monitored for symptoms. ; The Oregon Health Authority reported 13 new 
cases of COVID-19 on Thursday morning, bringing the state total to 88. The 



COVID-19 cases reported today are in the following counties: Linn (2), Marion (5), 
Multnomah (4) and Washington (2). There are NO new cases today in Lane 
County. The county has two positive test results for COVID-19 from earlier this 
week, one of which is being investigated as a suspected COVID-19 death. A total 
of 130 tests, including testing from private labs, have been ordered for Lane 
County residents. Results are pending on 12 of those tests. ; The Oregon Health 
Authority, together with the Oregon Military Department, is assembling the 
Oregon Medical Station beginning Friday at the Oregon State Fairgrounds in 
Salem. It is a temporary mobile facility dedicated for emergency use in situations 
like the COVID-19 pandemic. The mobile facility will provide an alternate site for 
250 patients currently in nursing home care. It will include beds, pharmaceuticals, 
medical supplies and equipment to support 250 patients. It which will be staffed 
by members of the State Emergency Registry of Volunteers in Oregon (SERV-
OR) and the Oregon Disaster Medical Team (ODMT). It will have staffing for 24/7 
operations. It will be housed in the Jackson Long building at the Salem 
Fairgrounds in a state-owned building. It will use dedicated supplies that have 
been stored in Salem at the State and Federal Surplus Property. Military 
members from the Oregon Military Department, SERV-OR and ODMT have 
previous joint training experience for disaster-type events. All three groups have 
participated in an annual exercise known as Pathfinder-Minuteman, which 
presents multiple scenarios where first responders have causalities in need of 
immediate medical treatment. ; LEBANON – The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report that most of the 14 residents who tested positive for COVID-19 at the 
Oregon Veterans Home in Lebanon are in good condition. But one is in critical 
condition, with another in serious condition. Dr. Rob Richardson, a medical 
director at the nursing home, said Thursday that the patients range in age from 65 
to more than 100 years old. The Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs, which 
owns the home, has said that half of the patients are over age 90. Richardson 
says all of the patients have underlying health conditions. While all other residents 
at the nursing home tested negative for COVID-19, Richardson says some 
residents who have since begun showing respiratory symptoms are being isolated 
them as if they do. ; The Oregon Convention Center is transforming into a 130-
bed homeless shelter today. The Oregonian and OregonLive report the 
convention center, owned by Metro, will become the second temporary shelter to 
open to help homeless people affected by the coronavirus pandemic. It has not 
held events since March 12 when Governor Kate Brown banned gatherings of 
250 people or more. Officials expect the convention center to return to normal 
operations when large gatherings are again permitted. The first 120 beds were 
expected to last night at North Portland’s Charles Jordan Community Center, 
owned by Portland Parks and Recreation. Places like the community center and 
convention center are prime spots because they already have many of the 
facilities needed for short-term human occupancy, such as multiple bathrooms, 
showers, kitchen facilities and enough space to keep beds six feet apart. The plan 
is to add hundreds of additional beds by today to house people in Multnomah 
County who need shelter. Officials said that the hope is to reach 400. The first two 
announced shelters will bring the total of new beds to around 250, with more 
promised. The bulk of the additional shelter beds are for people who are not sick 
but are too crowded in existing shelters. Officials also want to have separate 
spaces for people who are coughing, feverish or showing other symptoms of 



COVID-19, as well as space for people who are diagnosed with the virus but not 
sick enough to stay in the hospital. Homeless people are among the most 
vulnerable to COVID-19 because many have respiratory infections and weakened 
immune systems from harsh living conditions. They also have few resources to 
stay hygienic enough to prevent illness and no place to go to recover. ; It’s not 
just Oregon’s kindergarten through 12th grade schools that are staying closed until 
April 28 and shifting to online learning. Earlier this week, Governor Kate Brown 
issued an executive order that sets the same process in motion for the state’s 
universities and community colleges. The executive order also limits on-campus 
operations to critical functions, such as dining services and dormitories — all of 
which are directed to employ social distancing. The intent is to ensure students 
have a safe place to live and eat, since some might not otherwise have housing 
options. Brown says she and other state officials understand large numbers of 
college seniors are working to complete their degrees and graduate this spring. 
She says Oregon’s universities and community colleges are working hard to 
make sure they can get their diplomas. ; University of Oregon officials say in a 
normal year, their commencement activities, including departmental ceremonies, 
attract 38,000 people to campus. But not this year. Campus leaders say they’ve 
canceled all “in-person events” and are working on alternatives to honor students’ 
academic achievements and the completion of their studies. In the meantime, 
they’ve canceled all commencement-related activities so students and families 
may cancel their travel plans. ; Across Lane County and Oregon, school officials 
are working to provide instruction for students as they approach a spring term 
with online or remote learning and no in-person classes. Another big question 
mark: What will happen with high school graduations? District leaders say they 
are working on contingencies to celebrate senior who’ve earned their diplomas 
and hope to announce details in the coming weeks. ; The last time it canceled for 
the year was during World War Two. But concerns about the spread of the 
coronavirus yesterday led to the shuttering of the 2020 Portland Rose Festival. 
The festival was set to begin Memorial Day Weekend, with the popular Grand 
Floral Parade set for June 6. Now that, along with two other parades, the Dragon 
Boat Races, and midway along Portland’s waterfront will not take place. Portland 
hosted its first Rose Festival in 1908. The event was canceled in 1918 during 
World War I; in 1926 when Portland was building a new stadium on the site where 
events were typically staged; and again in 1942 amid World War Two fears of 
possible attacks non large outdoor events. ; State officials say Oregon’s May 19th 
Primary Election will continue as planned. And Oregon’s vote-by-mail system is 
being scrutinized by other states looking at ways to reduce the spread of the 
coronavirus. Secretary of State Bev Clarno issued an update yesterday, saying 
ballots for military and overseas voters will be mailed out not later than April 4th, 
and regular ballots will be mailed out starting April 29th. Clarno notes that 
because Oregon votes by mail, we do not have to be concerned about social 
distancing issues at polling places. She says contingency plans are being 
prepared to deal with any impacts the COVID-19 virus might have on Oregon’s 
election processes. For the May 19th election, the certified list of 371 candidates 
running for various has been sent to their respective counties for that local 
elections officials may begin laying out the ballots to be sent to the printer. The 
voters’ pamphlet also will be printed later this month. If you want to register to 
vote, update your registration, or change your political party, you may do it online 



at oregonvotes.gov The deadline for those updates and changes is April 28. ; No, 
the staff at River Road Medical Group is NOT offering drop-in screening or 
COVID-19 testing in their parking lot. Apparently there was confusion earlier this 
week when a tent was set up outside the local practice to ensure that any patients 
with ANY illness including flu-like symptoms were screened and treated there and 
kept separate from healthy patients arriving for routine appointments. That 
resulted in an inaccurate story being broadcast and shared on social media by 
another local station. Now, the staff at River Road Medical Group say they've 
answered more than 100 phone calls and turned away close to 15 cars while 
telling people they are not offering drop-in tests. If you saw or heard they are, it's 
not the case and please don't swing by. They are still serving their own patients 
and testing them if they meet the criteria. The purpose behind then tent/car care 
is to ensure separation between the healthy and ill. ; You’re going to have an 
extra three months to file your taxes. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin says 
the deadline for filing U.S. income taxes has been moved from April 15 to July 15. 
It comes as the spread of the coronavirus shutters businesses and forced tens of 
millions of Americans to isolate themselves in their homes. The move of Tax Day 
from April 15 to July 15 is one of the first of several significant announcements 
expected today, as administration and Congressional leaders work to craft an 
economic relief package that could total more than one trillion dollars. It is 
expected to include checks or direct deposits to most Americans and increased 
loans and support to business owners ; Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and 
Trump administration officials have descended on Capitol Hill to launch high-
stakes negotiations with Senate Republicans and Democrats. They're racing to 
draft a $1 trillion-plus economic rescue package amid the coronavirus outbreak. 
It's the biggest effort yet to shore up households and the economy as the 
pandemic and its nationwide shutdown hurtles the country toward a likely 
recession. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has unveiled a sweeping 
economic rescue plan to send $1,200 checks directly to taxpayers, provide $300 
billion for small businesses to keep idled workers on payroll and send $208 billion 
in loans to industries. ; Oregon officials say 155,000 Oregonians work in 
restaurants and bars. Thousands of others work in stores and businesses that are 
temporarily closing. You or someone you know now might qualify for SNAP. 
Snap, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, offers nutrition assistance 
to eligible individuals and families. You can learn more on the Oregon Department 
of Human Services website about whether you’re eligible for SNAP and apply 
online to help keep food on the table. ; Fewer people are riding, so on Saturday, 
March 21, Lane Transit District buses will shift to a modified Saturday-level of 
service Mondays through Fridays. Both days of weekend service will be based on 
the Sunday schedule. LTD officials say you’ll want to consult the updated 
timetables at www.ltd.org or call their Customer Service Center. Some routes, 
such as buses to Lowell and Coburg, will have limited service Monday through 
Friday. In addition, LTD has announced that bus service is now free to all 
passengers. Lane Transit officials say removing fares makes it easier to board 
passengers through the front and back doors, reducing close social contact. They 
are asking most passengers to use the rear doors for boarding and reserve the 
front doors for older adults and people with disabilities. LTD officials say they will 
let pass-holders know how they’ll credit them for pre-purchased fares. LTD’s 
RideSource ADA service will operate on recued hours from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 



on Saturdays. The RideSource Shopper has been suspended for now. 
RideSource is encouraging customers to only schedule trips that are essential. 
LTD continues to clean buses daily with strong, but safe disinfectants. As an 
added precaution, District employees are cleaning buses during the weekday 
afternoons at the Eugene and Springfield stations at high ridership times. For bus 
schedules and other information, passengers should consult the Rider’s Digest or 
the LTD web site at www.ltd.org Or call the Customer Service Center at 541-687-
5555. In a normal year, LTD provides more than 10 million boardings per year on 
its buses and EmX Bus Rapid Transit line in Lane County. LTD also operates 
RideSource, a paratransit service for people with disabilities, and numerous 
transportation options programs to promote sustainable travel county wide. ; Lane 
County, the City of Springfield, the City of Eugene and Community Lending Works 
have come together to create a Small Business Emergency Loan Fund (SBELF) 
to help local businesses weather the coronavirus-caused storm. Lane County has 
committed $200,000. The City of Springfield has committed $100,000. The City of 
Eugene has provided an additional $100,000 to the SBELF, and has added 
flexibility to its existing loan program. This brings the SBELF to $400,000.  Eligible 
businesses include those with 20 FTE or fewer as of the end of 2019. Of the total 
funds, $120,000 will be reserved for businesses located outside of Eugene or 
Springfield. The funds will be managed by Community Lending Works and 
interested businesses will be able to apply starting at noon on Sunday, March 22, 
at www.communitylendingworks.com In case the Community Lending Works 
website becomes overloaded, businesses can email their inquiries to 
emergencycapital@communitylendingworks.org Small businesses may apply for 
loans up to $30,000 with no payments for the first six months. Community 
Lending Works will be able to provide approved loan funds quickly and within 
days of application. ; Eugene and Springfield are taking steps to suspend most 
parking enforcement and shore up local businesses: Effective immediately, City of 
Eugene Parking Services is reducing its enforcement actions and focusing only 
on public safety issues only. Eugene Parking Services also is creating a new 
service for restaurants and business owners open for carry-out and delivery 
orders. Businesses will be able to request the designation of 1-2 parking spots in 
front of their location to provide a dedicated free parking spot for carry-out 
customers and / or delivery companies.  This service is free for the business and 
parking free for the customers. To request this new service please email 
parking@eugene-or.gov All City-related closures and information on COVID-19 
(coronavirus) can be found on the City of Eugene’s website. The City of 
Springfield also has suspended its Downtown Springfield enforcement, with the 
exception of ADA spaces—where parking permits will continue to be enforced. 
But all ADA time restrictions will be temporarily waived. Earlier this week, City of 
Springfield crews placed signs for 15 curbside pickup parking spaces along Main 
Street in Downtown Springfield. The spaces are available to all businesses 
offering grab 'n go or pick-up services to their patrons. An online map is available 
on our city website at www.springfield-or.gov ; No, you are not allowed to blow 
through red lights and stop signs or floor it on the freeway or through downtown. 
But to reduce Oregonians’ need to visit a DMV office during the current public 
health emergency, the Oregon Department of Transportation’s Driver and Motor 
Vehicles Division has partnered with Oregon law enforcement agencies to 
exercise discretion in their enforcement of driver licenses, vehicle registrations 



and trip permits that expire during the COVID-19 emergency declared by 
Governor Brown. The Oregon State Police, Oregon Association of Chiefs of 
Police, and Oregon State Sheriffs’ Association have all agreed to support this 
“grace period” for enforcing expired credentials. While DMV offices remain open, 
this action is intended to protect the health and safety of people who would 
otherwise have to visit a DMV office to take care of business, but are concerned 
during the current public health emergency. “Our top priority is slowing the spread 
of COVID-19 and maintaining the health and safety of the public and our 
employees,” said ODOT Director Kris Strickler. “It’s only our strong partnership 
with Oregon State Police, Oregon State Sheriffs’ Association, and the Oregon 
Association of Chiefs of Police that enabled us to move in this direction,” said 
Strickler. “During this current public health emergency, times are hard enough,” 
said OSP Superintendent Travis Hampton. “The added stress of driving without a 
valid license or registration is one barrier we can eliminate. Our mission is to 
protect, not unnecessarily penalize, Oregonians,” said Hampton. Transactions 
falling within this request include the following that would expire during the 
COVID-19 emergency declared by Governor Brown on March 8, 2020: 

 Driver license and identification cards 

 Passenger vehicle registrations 

 Commercial vehicle registrations 

 Trip permits 

 Disabled parking permits 
Until the emergency is over, Oregon law enforcement agencies and associations 
have agreed to exercise flexibility and discretion when reviewing driver licenses, 
ID cards, and vehicle registrations during this time of public health emergency. 
The grace period is particularly important for Oregonians in the Portland metro 
region and Medford whose vehicles must be inspected by the Oregon Department 
of Environmental Quality before renewing their vehicle registration. DEQ has 
suspended vehicle emissions testing, so these individuals are currently unable to 
renew their vehicle registrations. Most other Oregonians can renew vehicle 
registration through the mail or online at DMV2U.Oregon.gov. Even if your tags 
just expired, you can renew online and print the receipt to take in your car as 
proof of registration. 
Other DMV services available online include: 

 Update your address – if you move within Oregon, you must report your 
new address to DMV within 30 days. 

 Report the sale of your vehicle – if you sell your vehicle, you can take an 
extra step against future parking tickets and towing/storage fees on that 
car by reporting the sale to DMV online. 

 Get a trip permit if your tags are expired or license plates are lost or 
stolen, or if you’ve just bought a car without current plates. 

 Register to vote or change your voter affiliation at the Secretary of State 
at sos.oregon.gov  

 Visit OregonDMV.com to see the status of your local DMV office. 
DMV also accepts many transactions through the mail, and phone agents (503-
945-5000) help people prepare for a DMV visit, if required. DMV online services: 
DMV2U.Oregon.gov Latest on your local DMV: OregonDMV.com ; Growing 
numbers of Americans, isolating at home, are fostering pets from their local 



shelters for companionship. What a great idea! Our Greenhill Humane Society is 
a great place to contact about fostering animals-- or adopting. Greenhill's offices 
are closed to visitors until further notice, but call 541-689-1503 or go to the 
website at www.green-hill.org to learn more and set up an appointment. Quick 
side note: Greenhill's pet food bank is open. If you need financial support to feed 
your pet, please contact Greenhill to see what is available. ; Fishing has not been 
cancelled, and with some good weather and liberal trout stocking, the folks at the 
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife say there’s no reason to postpone: It will be 
a good week for trout anglers in most fishing zones, as dozens of waterbodies are 
scheduled to be stocked this week. If you’re spending time at the coast, both 
surfperch and bay clamming should be good. Both bank and boat anglers have 
been catching a healthy number of trout at Hills Creek Reservoir. And don’t forget 
the leftovers! Trout stocked last summer and fall, and that didn’t go home in a 
cooler, can overwinter in larger lakes and reservoirs. With the onset of warmer 
weather, these larger, hungry fish get more active and ready to bite. Go to 
myodfw.com for details. ; Amid concerns that campers sharing recreation facilities 
(from restrooms and water spigots to waste receptacles) might unwittingly spread 
or contract the coronavirus, officials with three Oregon state agencies say they 
suspend camping to help reduce the spread of COVID-19. The Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department will accommodate current overnight guests through April 
2. Reservations for all state park stays from April 3 to and including May 8 will be 
canceled and site fees refunded. Before May 8, the department will review the 
state park campground closure to decide whether it should be extended. The 
decision affects all individual and group overnight facilities: campsites, yurts, 
cabins, tepees, and services operated by concessionaires. The suspended 
service also affects reservations for group day-use areas. The Oregon 
Department of Forestry maintains campgrounds in the Clatsop, Santiam, and 
Tillamook State Forests. Most campgrounds are currently closed for the season 
and will not reopen for individual or group use. Year-round campgrounds will 
close starting on Monday, March 23. All day-use and campground restrooms are 
temporarily closed due to limited janitorial services. A reopening date for all 
restrooms and state forest campgrounds has not yet been determined. During this 
time, trails, forest roads and trailheads on state forestlands will remain open to the 
public. The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife is closing its Wildlife Areas to 
overnight camping effective Sunday, March 22. The closure affects both 
dispersed camping and established campgrounds. Several wildlife areas are also 
currently fully or partially closed to all visitors as part of annual seasonal closures 
to protect wintering wildlife. While camping will be prohibited, wildlife areas that 
are currently open remain open to visitors for day-use activities including wildlife 
viewing, fishing, hunting and other outdoor recreation. See the ODFW Wildlife 
Area Visitor Guide for more information. State park, forest, and wildlife area 
camping areas are built into relatively small areas by design. Maintaining social 
distance is difficult. Working with fewer staff and volunteers is becoming a reality, 
making it difficult to maintain proper cleaning procedures. To support the state 
goal of reducing transmission of COVID-19, temporary campground closures are 
necessary. The details of these actions—such as dates and affected programs—
are under constant review and will change as new information develops. This will 
reduce long-distance travel for many people, but all state natural resource 
agencies remind Oregonians that a local outdoor experience can improve our 



mental and physical health, especially now. Daytime activities are still widely 
available and encouraged. ; Wildlife Safari, the 600-acre wildlife park south of 
Roseburg, remains open. In fact, park officials say their setting, where visitors 
remain in their own cars, is a perfect way to enjoy an Oregon attracting while 
practicing good social distancing skills. The typical family takes spends about an 
hour to an hour-and-a-half driving through the wildlife habitats. Wildlife Safari is 
located in Winston, just south of Roseburg off Interstate Five at exit 119. Free 
Safari Village and other activities will also remain open to the public, with 
sanitizing and social distancing precautions in place. For ticketing information or 
for other ways to get involved with protecting wildlife, visit wildlifesafari.net today. ; 
Cascades Raptor Center is temporarily closed to visitors starting today (Friday, 
March 20th). Although the nature center will be closed, the wildlife hospital will 
remain open for raptor emergencies. If you find an injured raptor, stay with it and 
call our Raptor Emergency Hotline: 541-485-1320. Animal care staff and 
volunteers will continue to care for the resident and hospital birds, as usual, but 
administrative staff will be working from home. Follow the Cascades Raptor 
Center Facebook for updates and go to its website at CascadesRaptorCenter.org 
to learn more about raptors and shop the center’s online store. And if you’re 
looking for great hikes with a chance to spot wild birds, consider walking the 
Ridgeline Trail or Mt Pisgah. ; Parents and health authorities around the globe are 
struggling to persuade young people to avoid large gatherings, which can lead to 
infection and spread of the coronavirus. Psychologists say the adolescent brain is 
different from adult brains: Young people have greater feelings of invincibility and 
an increased tendency to engage in risk-taking. They say some of those behavior 
persist into young adulthood. A new study released this week by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention finds that American adults of all ages — not just 
those in their 70s, 80s and 90s — are being seriously sickened by the 
coronavirus, according to a report on nearly 2,500 cases in the United States. The 
CDC reported that one in every five hospitalized patients and close to one in ten 
of those in intensive care are between the ages of 20 and 44, which 
encompasses much of the millennial generation. This week, health officials 
appealed for younger people to stop socializing in groups and to protect 
themselves and others in order to avoid spreading the virus to their parents, 
grandparents and other older adults. Teens and young adults can be carriers of 
the virus even if they don't feel ill, leading to them mistakenly believing it’s okay to 
go out and socialize. Some parents say they’ve struggled to persuade their 
teenaged and 20-something children to stay home. ; The Oregon women’s 
basketball team dominated the Associated Press all-America teams released on 
Thursday morning as seniors Sabrina Ionescu and Ruthy Hebard were both 
named to the five-player first team while junior Satou Sabally landed on the 
second team. Oregon is the only school with multiple players on the first team, 
and South Carolina is the only other program with multiple student-athletes 
included on the three teams. Oregon’s three selections are the most in program 
history, and this is the first time the Ducks have ever had multiple players earn AP 
all-America honors in the same season. The Pac-12 has five total selections, the 
most in conference history. Ionescu was a unanimous selection and is an AP first-
team all-American for the third straight year, becoming the first three-time 
selection in Oregon history and just the eighth player ever to earn AP all-America 
honors three times. Hebard joins Ionescu on the first team after earning 



honorable mention recognition each of the last two seasons, while Sabally earns 
the first AP all-America recognition of her career. Meantime, Oregon State 
standout Mikayla Pivec has been selected as an All-America Honorable Mention. 
The guard from Lynnwood, Wash. set Oregon State’s career rebounding record 
earlier this month. ; Oregon women’s basketball senior guard Sabrina Ionescu 
has been named one of four finalists for the Citizen Naismith Trophy, which 
recognizes the nation’s most outstanding women’s college basketball player for 
the 2019-20 season. Ionescu is a Naismith Trophy finalist for the second year in 
row and is looking to become the first Oregon player ever to take home the 
prestigious honor. The other three finalists for the 2020 Naismith Trophy are 
Lauren Cox (Baylor), Tyasha Harris (South Carolina) and Rhyne Howard 
(Kentucky). Ionescu finished off a historic career with a stellar senior season and 
has been named an Associated Press first-team all-American and the Pac-12 
player of the year – receiving each honor for the third straight year – while also 
completing a four-year sweep on the all-Pac-12 team. In addition to the Naismith 
Trophy, Ionescu has been a mainstay on watch lists for other major national 
player of the year honors such as the Wooden Award and the Wade Trophy, both 
of which she won as a junior. The Walnut Creek, Calif., native is also a top-five 
finalist once again for the Nancy Lieberman Award as she aims to join Sue Bird 
as the only players to be named the national point guard of the year three times. 
Beginning on today, fans will have a chance to vote for their favorite finalist 
through April 1, by visiting naismithfanvote.com to cast their ballot. The fan vote 
will account for five percent of the overall vote. The 2020 Citizen Naismith Trophy 
for Women’s Player of the Year is scheduled to be announced on Friday, April 3. 
The four finalists were chosen by the Atlanta Tipoff Club’s national voting 
academy, comprised of leading journalists from around the country, current and 
former head coaches, former award winners and conference commissioners, all 
of whom base their selections on outstanding on-court performances during the 
2019-20 regular college basketball season. ; Want to vote on the national 
women's basketball coach of the year? Might we suggest Oregon's Kelly Graves? 
Fan voting started today (March 20). Here are details from Oregon Athletics: 
Oregon women’s basketball head coach Kelly Graves has been named one of 
four finalists for the 2020 Naismith women’s coach of the year award. The John 
R. Wooden Pac-12 coach of the year for the second straight season, Graves is a 
finalist for national coach of the year along with Adia Barnes (Arizona), Joe 
McKeown (Northwestern) and Dawn Staley (South Carolina). If selected, Graves 
would be the first Oregon coach ever to take home the honor.  Graves led the 
Ducks to a 31-2 overall record and a 17-1 mark in conference play while winning 
the Pac-12 regular-season title for the third year in a row. Oregon dominated in 
the Pac-12 Tournament to complete the conference sweep for the second time in 
the last three years, before the promising year was ended abruptly when the 
NCAA Tournament was cancelled due to COVID-19. Oregon ended 2019-20 at 
No. 2 in both the Associated Press and USA Today coaches’ polls, marking the 
highest end-of-season ranking in program history. The Ducks closed the season 
with 19 straight wins to mark the second-longest win streak in program history, 
outscoring opponents by 25.5 points per game during that stretch. Beginning on 
March 20, fans will be able to support their favorite finalist by visiting 
naismithfanvote.com until April 1, to cast their ballot. The fan vote will account for 
five percent of the overall final vote. The 2020 Werner Ladder Naismith Women’s 



College Coach of the Year is scheduled to be announced on April 3, and the 
winner will be honored at a later date. ; Oregon-based Nike is committing more 
than $15 million to COVID-19 response efforts. According to a news release from 
the Beaverton-based company, co-founder Phil Knight and his wife, Penny, along 
with executive chairman of the board Mark Parker and his wife, Kathy, and 
president and CEO John Donahoe and his wife, Eileen, are personally donating a 
combined $10 million. The individual donations from the executives will be 
disbursed to the Oregon Food Bank network, the Oregon Community Recovery 
Fund, and the Oregon Health & Science University. Nike previously donated $1.4 
million in January to support frontline workers with supplies and equipment to 
treat coronavirus patients in China. ; Catholic Community Services of Lane 
County (CCS) has changed days and hours of operation until further notice. The 
non-profit agency’s Eugene (1464 West 6th Ave.) and Springfield (1025 G Street) 
Community Service Centers are now open to the public on Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to noon for food box distribution. Catholic Community 
Services has changed to a pre-made food box/bag distribution system and will 
distribute 100 boxes and bags each day at each location. The offices are closed 
to the public on Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons as well as all day 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Coordinators say they would be grateful if you 
have time to volunteer or if you could help with an emergency donation at 
www.ccslc.org ; Vessel traffic is continuing into and out of the Port of Coos Bay 
until otherwise ordered by the appropriate Federal, State, and Local 
agencies. These agencies include: United States Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, Customs and Border Protection, Center for Disease Control, 
Oregon Health Authority, and the Port. Contrary to rumors that have surfaced, 
ships have not been required to leave the Port due to crew members testing 
positive for the coronavirus. Nor do officials know of any ship that has been 
denied access to the Port. ; The number of Americans filing new claims for 
unemployment benefits surged last week by 70,000 to the highest level in more 
than two years, indicating that the effect of the coronavirus was starting to be felt 
in rising layoffs in the job market. The Labor Department reported Thursday that 
applications for benefits, a good proxy for layoffs, rose by 70,000 to a seasonally 
adjusted 281,000 benefit applications last week. That was the highest weekly total 
since Sept. 2, 2017, following Hurricane Harvey. Both the one-week rise and the 
total number of applications were far above the levels seen over the past year as 
the country’s unemployment rate fell to a half-century low of 3.5%. Economists 
are predicting a surge in layoffs as efforts to contain the spreading coronavirus 
result in people losing jobs in a variety of industries from restaurants and bars to 
airlines and hotels. ; Many of those hospitalized in the U.S. are younger adults. A 
new study released Wednesday by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) finds that American adults of all ages — not just those in their 
70s, 80s and 90s — are being seriously sickened by the coronavirus, according to 
a report on nearly 2,500 cases in the United States. In line with other countries, 
the report found that the oldest patients were at greatest risk of becoming 
seriously ill or dying. But of the 508 coronavirus patients known to have been 
hospitalized in the United States, 38 percent were between 20 and 54. And nearly 
half of the 121 sickest patients studied — those admitted to intensive care units 
— were adults under 65. In the C.D.C. report, 20 percent of the hospitalized 
patients and 12 percent of the intensive care patients were between the ages of 



20 and 44, which encompasses much of the millennial generation. On 
Wednesday, Dr. Deborah Birx, the coordinator of the Trump administration’s 
coronavirus task force, appealed for younger people to stop socializing in groups 
and to take care to protect themselves and others and avoid spreading it to their 
parents, grandparents and other older adults. ; One of the nation's bank 
regulators is urging Americans not to withdraw large sums of cash and to beware 
of fraudsters claiming that banks are limiting customers' access to their money. 
The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation issued a statement Wednesday 
warning about an increase in scams trying to sow distrust in the U.S. financial 
system while the nation is dealing with the fallout of the coronavirus pandemic. 
The agency says it has seen an uptick in calls, text messages, letters and emails 
from scammers pretending to be FDIC employees and trying to gain access to 
bank account and other personal information. ; Across a country where shelves 
are empty and patience thin, authorities are receiving a surge of reports about 
people trying to cash in on the coronavirus crisis with outrageous prices, phony 
cures and other scams. An Associated Press survey of attorneys general in all 50 
states found the number of complaints had already exceeded 5,000. One store 
advertised hand sanitizer at $60 a bottle. Chain stores were accused of selling 
$26 thermometers and face masks at $39.95 a pair, while a convenience store 
offered toilet paper at $10 a roll next to a sign reading, “This is not a joke.” Forty 
states responded to the AP’s survey with numbers that included both tips and 
formally filed complaints against everything from individuals and mom-and-pop 
stores to big-box retailers. The count is certainly low because it only includes 
cases in which someone went online or called to register a grievance. Efforts to 
prevent exploitation are also being carried out by individual cities, such as New 
York, which alone has received more than 1,000 complaints, issued 550 
violations and imposed $275,000 in fines for gouging, including one case in which 
a store was accused of selling bottles of Purell at $79 each. ; A growing number 
of religious institutions are suspending in-person services this week after inviting 
worshippers in last Sunday despite public health worries over the coronavirus 
pandemic. The widespread acknowledgement among religious organizations that 
the government's word comes first during a pandemic marks a shift in a nation 
where faith can be as politically polarized as any other part of life – and where 
freedom to worship has become a rallying cry on the right. /  
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(TB) - Governor Kate Brown and state officials are preparing to announce a "Stay 
Home, Stay Healthy" order, telling Oregonians to stay home unless they have an 
essential job or are making runs for essential supplies from grocery stores, 
pharmacies, medical offices, gas stations and the like. Details are still being 
worked out but will finalized later today. It comes after disturbing reports over the 
weekend that people were ignoring social distancing guidelines, gatherings in 
groups, crowding popular recreation areas and, in some cases, behaving 
extremely badly. The “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order won't be a quarantine or 
lockdown—at this point. We'll still be able to go outside and take walks in the 
neighborhood. But the stuff officials are working to fine-tune are determining 
which businesses, industries and workers are "essential" and what rules might 
allow a few other types of businesses to operate to further protect critical systems 
and supply chains, ranging from basic food to the health care system. Based on 
what other states and cities have done, details of the new "Stay Home, Stay 
Healthy" policy would be announced later today but not go into effect until 
perhaps later tonight or tomorrow, to give people a few hours to prepare. Many 
previous state announcements have happened in the late morning or late 
afternoon, so that officials may collect and review the latest data to get a better 
snapshot of how the virus is spreading in Oregon and consider other issues. At 
least 161 people in Oregon have now been infected by the virus, which has 
sickened more than 350,000 people worldwide—more than 35,000 of those in the 
United States. The true count is likely far higher but isn’t known because of the 
limited availability of testing for the coronavirus infection. Five people in Oregon 
have died from COVID-19, including one person more than one week ago in Lane 
County, which has reported four positive tests in the past week. ; COVID-19 
yesterday claimed another life in Oregon, raising the state’s death toll from to four 
to five. The Oregon Health Authority also reported 23 new cases of COVID-19 on 
Sunday, which—added to the 24 new cases reported on Saturday-- brings the 
state’s total to 161. There have been four positive tests in Lane County with one 
death announced last weekend. Oregon’s most recent death came early Sunday 
morning: a veteran in his 90’s who was a resident of the Oregon Veterans Home 
in Lebanon. He tested positive for COVID-19 on March 11 and has underlying 
medical conditions. ; Here in Lane County, public health officials on Sunday 
announced a fourth COVID-19 case—a 70-year-old woman who was tested on 
Thursday and is hospitalized at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at 



RiverBend. Health investigators are working to determine how the virus was 
transmitted. They say she had a recent history of domestic travel. Now, officials 
are working to notify people who might have had contact with her prior to her 
diagnosis. If what’s known as a “public contact exposure point” is identified, that 
information will be shared with the public. Officials on Saturday also provided 
more detail about that third Lane County patient who tested positive for COVID-19 
earlier this week: They say the man, who is in his fifties, is a bus driver for the 
Eugene school District who lives in the Eugene-Springfield area. Public health 
investigators previously said that he had minimal contact with students and do not 
consider the students at-risk because, under exposure guidelines, they were not 
in close proximity—which is within six feet of the man—for more than one hour. 
Health officials contacted close to 240 parents of the potentially affected students 
and recommended they continue to spend the next few days self-isolating at 
home and call if they notice any COVID-19 symptoms. Lane County Health 
investigators say the case appears travel-related and that the man developed a 
persistent fever and cough after returning to Lane County earlier this month. He 
went to work for two days before becoming more ill. As of Saturday, he is 
considered medically stable and is recovering in isolation at home. As we 
mentioned earlier, one of Lane County’s other four positive tests was that 60-
year-old woman who died last weekend. ; Slightly more than 29-hundred people 
in Oregon have been tested for COVID-19, resulting in those 137 positive cases 
statewide. More than 430 results are pending. In Lane County, 163 people have 
been tested, resulting in those four “presumptive positive” cases, to use the 
official terminology. We’re still awaiting the results on 18 of those. Experts with 
the Oregon Health Authority said earlier this month they believed the virus was 
already circulating in Oregon communities. The early limited availability of testing 
kits and slow expansion of testing capacity made it difficult to determine who has 
been infected with the coronavirus and how widespread COVID-19 might be in 
some areas. ; People seeking emergency care for respiratory and flu-like 
symptoms at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend in 
Springfield will first have to go through triage in a trailer outside the hospital 
starting at 7 a.m Monday. The Register-Guard reports the triage site is meant to 
limit and control the number of people entering the hospital. It is only for people 
who need emergency room care because they have symptoms that they believe 
are caused by COVID-19. The hospital is urging people whose symptoms are 
mild to first seek attention from their primary care doctor or an urgent care clinic, 
not the hospital. The triage site is meant to mitigate the chance of spreading the 
coronavirus at the hospital and prepare for an increase in cases if the local 
outbreak worsens, said PeaceHealth Oregon Network Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Andrea Halliday. A trailer is parked outside the hospital and has the capacity to 
handle several patients at once, Halliday said. Patients there will be asked to 
wear masks. Higher-risk groups — those younger than 18 years old, older than 
64 years old, non-ambulatory or who report chest pain — will be provided with a 
mask and escorted to a section of the emergency department waiting area 
separate from a designated area for patients not experiencing respiratory 
symptoms. The emergency medicine triage site will operate 24 hours a day. 
PeaceHealth is planning to open similar sites at its other facilities in Oregon. 
People who have questions about COVID-19 should call the Lane County Public 
Health information line at 541-682-1380. ; Lane County officials are collecting 



surplus Personal Protective Equipment for our area’s anticipated emergency 
medical response to the coronavirus. They are seeking donations of new masks, 
gowns and gloves that you might have purchased for your workplace, your office, 
businesses like salons and spas, construction and contracting companies, 
landscapers and more. The collection hours are weekday afternoons between 
2:00 and 4:00 p.m. at the county’s warehouse on the north end of Eugene’s Delta 
Highway. ; Saying it is both a moral and a public health imperative, Oregon 
Governor Kate Brown on Sunday morning issued an executive order temporarily 
halting residential evictions for nonpayment during the COVID-19 public health 
crisis. It came as state officials are readying today’s announcement of a “Stay 
Home, Stay Healthy” policy aimed at keeping Oregonians at home except for 
essential jobs and essential outings. It’s part of the effort to slow the spread of the 
coronavirus and avoid overwhelming the state’s hospitals and health care system. 
Recognizing that landlords and property owners face their own costs if tenants 
are not able to pay rent, the Governor and Oregon’s Coronavirus Economic 
Advisory Council are working with lenders, as well as state and federal programs, 
to find ways to provide assistance to borrowers or other options for relief. Those 
should be announced in the coming days. Oregon Housing and Community 
Services and the Department of Consumer and Business Services are also 
pursuing relief options at the direction of the Governor. The order suspending 
evictions only applies to nonpayment during the COVID-19 pandemic. If you trash 
a rental, engage in illegal, violent or threatening behavior, you can still be subject 
to eviction and the governor says law enforcement and other agencies may still 
respond when contacted by a landlord about such an issue or when that type of 
eviction notice is issued. But the governor notes that keeping people in their 
homes is the best way to protect Oregonians during the public health crisis to 
prevent the further spread of COVID-19. ; We're letting our guard down, with 
potentially disastrous consequences. Officials say social distancing is breaking 
down as visitors crowd Oregon State Parks and other recreation sites, greatly 
increasing the danger of spreading the coronavirus. Health officials say we're 
failing at adequately protecting one-another, which could lead to an explosion of 
COVID-19 cases statewide in the next two weeks. Alarmed by what they're 
seeing and by state order, the Oregon State Parks and Recreation system is 
closing all of its sites today (Monday, March 23), at 5:00 p.m. This affects all day-
use areas and campgrounds. Campers will need to check out by 1:00 p.m. 
Monday. Campers will be refunded for canceled nights. Crews will lock all parking 
areas and restrooms. Selected beaches can also be closed if people fail to follow 
social distancing guidelines. Across Oregon, other federal and state entities, 
along with city and county parks officials, are making similar evaluations and will 
announce restrictions based on what they're seeing this weekend. Says Oregon 
Parks and Recreation Department Director Lisa Sumpton, “We would have 
preferred an orderly shutdown of the system and to remain open for daytime 
visits, but our concern for the effects on rural health care systems requires us to 
move up and expand our plans.” She adds, “We know this will cause a disruption, 
since we’re suspending service to everyone, even people who live near a park. 
Reducing contact between people is more important than recreation at the 
moment.” All travelers are advised to follow the guidance to stay home to stay 
healthy. ; It's not just Oregonians who flocked to Oregon's beaches and state 
parks and other outdoor locations and ignored social distancing. It's people from 



neighboring states, including Washington and California. Washington state on 
Saturday morning (3/21) announced it has more than 2,000 COVID-19 cases with 
close to 100 deaths. California has close to 1,700 confirmed cases and 29 
deaths. Once more testing kits are available, health officials say those numbers 
will jump. With so many people visiting Oregon's natural places-- and ignoring 
social distancing, holding parties, picnics and more, officials say it bring a huge 
risk of spreading the virus to communities large and small. It's also why many 
coastal communities on Saturday began ordering tourists to leave. Visitors were 
putting a strain on their systems and supplies. Many coastal residents are retirees 
with underlying health issues. Bad behavior and short tempers are leading to 
confrontations and are being shared on social media and on news sites. As The 
Oregonian and OregonLive reported, Lincoln County Commissioner Claire Hall 
shared a story from a retail shop in Lincoln City, where an employee asked a 
customer to follow some guidelines aimed at keeping everyone healthy: “His 
response was: ‘I’m not (expletive) sick.’ He left, then came back in, grabbed the 
manager by the shirt and coughed all over him,” she said. “The aggressiveness of 
some people, the denial of some people is quite disheartening.” All of this comes 
as Oregon officials are preparing today to announce a "Stay Home, Stay Healthy" 
order telling people to stay home unless they have an essential job or are making 
runs for essential supplies from grocery stores, pharmacies, medical offices, gas 
stations and the like. Details are still being worked out but will finalized later 
today. ; Thousands and thousands of Spring Break visitors headed to the coast 
over the weekend, looking for a sunny outdoor break from coronavirus concerns. 
But posed a massive health hazard for coastal residents and communities as 
visitors ignore social distancing advice and potentially bring COVID-19 to smaller 
communities without large hospitals and health care systems. That prompted 
officials in some Oregon coast communities to order tourists to leave. On Sunday 
morning, leaders of Travel Lane County shared the same message: "Now is not 
the time to travel far from home. especially to our amazing Oregon coastal 
communities. Visitors have been flocking to Florence and other coastal 
communities, making social distancing difficult for local residents and visitors. Erin 
Reynolds, Florence City Manager noted, 'Not only is it difficult to practice social 
distancing, it is putting a strain on our essential services, emergency responders, 
and already depleted resources.'" ; The Oregon Department of Transportation 
closed the Interstate 84 parking lot at Multnomah Falls early this morning and the 
U.S. Forest Service has shut down access to the entire falls area. It’s because 
crowds of visitors have not complied with safe social distancing practices during 
the COVID-19 public health emergency. The Forest Service is placing up fences 
along the south side of the Historic Columbia River Highway to shut down access 
to the Multnomah Falls area, including the plaza, viewing areas and the trail to the 
upper platform. The Multnomah Falls day-use lodge is already closed. ODOT is 
fully closing the Interstate 84 parking amid safety concerns at the entry and exit 
ramps should people be tempted to try parking to illegally access the closed trails. 
Public parking is also being closed along the north side of the Columbia Gorge 
Historic Highway near Multnomah Falls. The lots will remain closed until ODOT 
and the Forest Service determine that conditions have sufficiently improved to 
reopen access. ; Amid similar calls from other groups and individuals, Oregon 
leaders say it is time to stay at home unless it’s essential. Governor Kate Brown 
and top officials from the Portland area said Friday evening it’s time for 



Oregonians to step up and make some sacrifices in order to save lives. Today, 
state leaders plan to announce a new policy and public awareness campaign 
calling for “aggressive social distancing” and telling people to stay home except 
for urgent reasons. The plan is called, called “Stay Home, Stay Healthy.” And 
while officials say it will be similar to California’s shelter-in-place policy, which 
went into effect early last week, they’re avoiding using that term because they feel 
it is misleading. They say “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” is not a complete lockdown: 
The directive will still allow Oregonians to go to places such as grocery stores, 
pharmacies, gas stations and perform other activities to maintain physical and 
mental health, including walking. But it would ban people from leaving home to 
meet with friends and family for non-urgent reasons, such as going to the movies 
or having a party. The new directive continues existing limits that include that six-
week statewide school closure, calls for Oregonians to stay at least six feet away 
from other people, bans gatherings of more than 25 people, and prohibitions on 
onsite drinking or dining at bars and restaurants—limiting those establishments to 
take-out or delivery. Businesses that cannot serve customers in a way that 
minimizes the risk of transmission during the pandemic were told to shut down for 
now. Those initial restrictions shuttered conferences, trade shows, and festivals. It 
forced grieving families to rethink funerals and anxious couples to revise their 
wedding plans. And while many couples are still planning ceremonies soon, 
organizers are being encouraged to take extra steps to protect older guests who 
might be more vulnerable to the spread of the virus. Additionally, officials say 
people should not play basketball, soccer, disc golf or frisbee, or any other games 
that involve touching shared surfaces or making physical contact with another 
person. The details of the new policies are still being finalized, including specific 
definitions of “essential activities” and “essential jobs.” Some health and 
government leaders have called for non-essential businesses to shut down for at 
least two weeks or longer. But the governor has been hesitant to make that 
declaration, instead calling on businesses to find ways for employees to work at 
home or increase social distancing in the office. At the same time, there are 
concerns that some Oregonians continue to gather in groups to socialize and 
party, what’s known as “casual spread,” increasing the risk of spreading the virus. 
Public health officials say they know “Stay at Home” policies might be a hard sell, 
but they’re alarmed by projections that indicate if Oregon remains with only 
moderate restrictions, hospitals might quickly be overwhelmed with COVID-19 
cases with the pandemic peaking in this state in mid-June. ; Meantime, Oregon’s 
hospitals and health care providers are preparing a surge in COVID-19 cases and 
are concerned that, without people staying at home and social distancing, their 
systems are at risk of being overwhelmed. Throughout last week, medical and 
dental offices and those of other specialists postponed non-essential procedures. 
Many shut down as the state, local and hospital officials appealed for donations of 
personal protective gear for their staffs to protect them from infection. ; State 
officials also are working to provide childcare to the children of frontline medical 
workers and first responders. Meantime, PeaceHealth has begun setting up 
mobile lab testing sites, trailers and tents outside their emergency departments 
across the Northwest for treating potential surges of patients. It’s worth noting: 
The added sites are part of a push to plan ahead and do not mean that there are 
any current capacity issues. Last week, members of the Oregon Military 
Department and Oregon National Guard provided support in various communities: 



On Tuesday, a National Guard unit traveled to the Oregon Veterans’ Home in 
Lebanon and set up large tents to be used as a temporary testing facility for 
COVID-19. On Wednesday in Seaside, members of the Oregon Military 
Department, worked with crews from Camp Rilea (say: rye-LEE’-uh) and 
Providence Seaside Hospital, setting up military tents outside the hospital for 
testing and triaging residents, if needed, along the northern Oregon coast. And on 
Thursday, Oregon National Guard members were at the Oregon State 
Fairgrounds to help set up a temporary, 250-bed hospital inside one of the large 
exhibit halls. ; The preparations continued online, as well. Medicare officials 
expanded telemedicine coverage nationwide to help seniors with health problems 
stay home to avoid the coronavirus. And four of the Portland area’s major hospital 
groups last Monday unveiled a partnership to prepare for the expected surge of 
COVID-19 cases coordinate their response and allocation of supplies, ranging 
from COVID-19 testing resources and personal protective equipment. Working 
together, officials with the hospitals operated by Providence Health Systems, 
Kaiser Permanente, Legacy Health and the Oregon Health and Science 
University say it provides a model for a crisis care plan that can be implemented 
statewide. ; It’s been a brutal week for business owners and workers across 
Oregon: Tens of thousands of workers have been laid off, losing income for rent 
or their mortgages. Small businesses shut down, at risk of never reopening their 
doors again. State employment officials say the number of initial Unemployment 
Insurance claims filed in Oregon rose from approximately 800 last Sunday to a 
total of 18,500 by Tuesday. On Wednesday, the Oregon Employment Department 
enacted temporary rules to create more flexibility in providing unemployment 
benefits to COVID-19 affected workers. The rules are for employees whose 
employer stops operation for a short period of time, such as cleaning following a 
coronavirus exposure, or by a government requirement. To receive weekly 
benefits during normal times, workers must meet some requirements that include 
actively look for work they can do. But under the temporary rules, workers laid off 
because of COVID-19 may receive unemployment benefits without having to seek 
work with other employers if their place of employment intends to eventually 
resume operations. To receive those benefits, affected workers must still be able 
to work, stay in contact with their employer, and be available to work when called 
back. The hospitality and leisure industries were hit especially hard: Oregon 
officials say, for example, 155,000 Oregonians work in restaurants and bars. 
Many now are filing for unemployment benefits. ; Meantime, transit agencies have 
seen fewer riders and have cut back service to save money. Lane Transit District 
shifts to a Saturday schedule on weekdays starting today. Buses will run on a 
Sunday schedule on weekends. Check LTD’s website for updates. Amtrak has 
reduced its Cascades rail service between Eugene and Portland from two daily 
trains to one, although Oregon’s POINT Bus service will help fill out the schedule. 
; Some businesses added staff during the past two weeks, including grocery 
stores and cleaning services. But for many business owners, it was an agonizing 
time, as they closed their doors and let go of longtime employees. Many food 
service businesses that were forced to close sent items home with employees or 
made large donations to FOOD for Lane County, the Eugene Mission, and other 
agencies. Euphoria Chocolate Company donated 1,300 chocolate truffles to local 
hospitals and medical offices. Those restaurants, bars and other businesses 
working to remain open rushed to adapt the social distancing rules by beefing up 



their take-out ordering and adjusting staffing, converting waitstaff to delivery 
people. Some began taking online orders and payments so customers could 
reduce their potential exposure to the virus by having have purchases loaded 
directly into their vehicles. Grocery stores adjusted shortened their hours to allow 
more time for staff to restock shelves and sanitize the store interior. And many 
grocery stores and chains created “senior hours” at the start of their day, to allow 
older, more medically vulnerable people to purchase essential supplies without 
being exposed to younger people and larger numbers of shoppers who might 
increase the risk of infection. ; Members of the Oregon Liquor Control 
Commission board approved some temporary rules yesterday to keep the state’s 
recreation and medical marijuana programs running while keeping social 
distancing in place. The agency is allowing marijuana retailers to begin curbside 
deliveries. Sunday’s action will permit retail licensees to take orders and deliver 
product from the retail store to a person who is outside of the store and within 150 
feet of the retailer’s licensed premises. Oregon Medical Marijuana Program 
cardholders and caregivers may purchase larger quantities of marijuana flower 
per day-- although that temporary rule does not increase what they may purchase 
per month. Under the temporary rule, medical marijuana cardholders and 
caregivers may purchase to 24 ounces per day but still no more than 32 ounces 
per month. Again, this rule does not change the total monthly amount a 
cardholder or caregiver is currently permitted to purchase from an OLCC-licensed 
retailer. Between March 1 and March 18, state officials say OLCC marijuana 
retailers saw a 25-30 percent increase in sales compared to the same period last 
year. The temporary actions are designed to balance the protection of public 
health while helping struggling businesses. However, OLCC officials made it clear 
that if individual licensees take advantage of the temporary rule by disrupting 
public safety or public health, that the rule could be suspended for the whole 
industry. OLCC Commissioners on Sunday also gave the agency’s executive 
director the authority to immediately suspend and cancel the license for 
establishments that violate any executive order from Governor. They’re 
specifically concerns about businesses that might violate the state’s prohibition of 
on-site consumption of food and drink and gatherings of 25 or more people at 
restaurants, bars and similar establishments. Earlier, the OLCC gave alcohol 
distillers permission to convert their production to produce hand sanitizer. ; As the 
statewide school closure continues through spring break and beyond, Eugene 
School District 4J is stepping up service to support students on the prolonged 
break from school. Schools are an important source of nutritious meals for many 
students. To help ease the impacts of the school closure on families, Eugene 
School District 4J will continue to provide free grab-and-go meals for children and 
teens ages 18 and younger. Free meals are provided for grab-and-go pickup at 
six locations spread across the district. They are available Monday–Friday, 11 
a.m.–12 p.m. Kindergarten through 12th-grade students and all youth age 18 and 
younger may stop by to pick up a meal at any location, regardless of where they 
attend school. The locations are: Arts & Technology Academy, 1650 West 22nd 
Ave.; Awbrey Park Elementary School, 158 Spring Creek Dr. ; ECCO, 200 N. 
Monroe St. ; Holt Elementary School, 770 Calvin St. ; Howard Elementary School, 
700 Howard Ave. ; and South Eugene High School, 400 East 19th Ave. Other 
districts might be offering similar services during Spring Break week. Check with 
your district’s website for details. ; Springfield Public Schools will continue to 



serve meals to all children younger than 1 to 18 years old. Beginning March 23 
through the remainder of the extended closure, SPS will be serving hot to-go 
lunches as well as breakfast meals for the next morning. Meal distribution 
locations have also changed. Families can pick up to-go breakfast and lunches 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday through Friday at any of the 
following locations: Centennial: 1315 Aspen St. ; Ridgeview: 526 N 66th St. ; Two 
Rivers - Dos Rios: 1084 G St. ; Guy Lee: 755 Harlow Road; Yolanda: 2350 
Yolanda Ave. ; Agnes Stewart: 900 S 32nd St. ; Walterville: 40589 McKenzie 
Hwy. ; and Maple: 2109 J St. Families can pick up meals at any of the schools 
listed. ; Other food sources: Food for Lane County has a number of locations 
where sack lunches and other food is available. For a list of food pantry locations 
and information about other meal sites visit foodforlanecounty.org/ or call (541)- 
343-2822 to find the location, days and hours of the emergency food pantry in 
your area. ; The organization Every Child is partnering with the 
Oregon Department of Human Services to launch a comprehensive statewide 
emergency response to the fast-growing needs of children and families in 
Oregon’s foster care system. The initiative—My NeighbOR—should be fully 
operational later this morning. Systems and networks meant to care for those in 
foster care—and the foster families who serve them—are being challenged by 
growing needs. School closures, significant economic changes, and a limited pool 
of foster homes create an additional strain. My NeighbOR is a community 
mobilization effort designed to match community goods and services with foster 
families and youth in foster care who need them. My NeighbOR will focus on two 
areas: Program staff will collect a list of “needs” from families and use social 
media, online groups, and targeted ads to encourage Oregonians to respond. 
When goods and services are offered, My NeighbOR either will use approved 
drivers to deliver items or will invite community members to take goods to 
designated “Community Anchor Sites.” If you are an Oregon foster family or a 
youth in foster care, or want to help meet a need for foster kids and foster 
families, go to everychildoregon.org for more information. ;On a lighter note: 
Management at Roaring Rapids Pizza Company in Glenwood has decided NOT 
to lay off 16 carousel animals that have been idled since the company closed for 
inside dining last week. “It is important for the morale of the entire company that 
we keep this awesome group of animals together,” said a spokesman. “We are 
looking forward to the day soon when they’ll be back in action.” In the meantime, 
the animals will help with chores around the building. Grazing animals like horses 
and deer will keep the lawn trimmed. The elephant will help with washing the 
delivery vehicles. The ostrich will put his head in the ground and the frog will 
catch flies inside the building. “We are having a little trouble getting the cat to do 
much of anything constructive, however,” said an unnamed source. ; Local 
leaders are urging Oregon Gov. Kate Brown to enact statewide “stay at home” 
protocols in response to the coronavirus crisis, not just for the Portland area. The 
Register-Guard reported Sunday that in a letter sent on Saturday night, Lane 
County Commissioner Heather Buch, Eugene Mayor Lucy Vinis and Springfield 
Mayor Christine Lundberg asked Brown to unify local and state action. “We 
should move as one state, swiftly and decisively with unity of vision, unity of 
purpose and unity of effort,” the letter said. “Any ‘stay at home’ policy should be 
statewide. Forcing local governments to make this decision will inevitably lead to 
a checkerboard implementation, limited public health benefits and significant 



confusion for the public.” The letter came in response to Brown’s press 
conference on Friday night that left some puzzled. Brown implored Oregonians to 
stay at home during the crisis but stopped short of issuing a stay-at-home order, 
while Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler has said he might act unilaterally.  “We have 
agreed on a plan called ‘Stay Home, Stay Healthy’ which is both an order and a 
public awareness campaign,” Brown said Friday. “Your actions right now mean 
the difference between life and death for yourself and for others.” But it’s not 
entirely clear when an order could go into effect and where and to whom it would 
apply, although Wheeler said details would be worked out over the weekend. 
Brown has already ordered a six-week statewide school closure, a ban on 
gatherings of more than 25 people and shutdown of bar and restaurant operations 
other than takeout and delivery for at least four weeks. ; Oregon reported another 
COVID-19 death on Sunday and Governor Kate Brown banned residential 
evictions during the virus outbreak and said work also is underway to provide 
relief to landlords. The death was reported Sunday in Linn County, a veteran in 
his 90s who had underlying medical conditions and contracted the virus during 
that outbreak at the Oregon Veterans Home in Lebanon. ; Police in Portland over 
the weekend announced that about half of the approximately 8,000 N95 respirator 
masks stolen from a Portland nonprofit building supply center earlier this month 
have been recovered. The stolen goods were seized after the business' operator 
saw what she believed to be the masks being sold on Craigslist. The victim has 
donated the masks to hospitals. ; Effective Monday, March 23, the Eugene 
Municipal Court will only hold in-custody court appearances. All other court 
appearances will be set-over with a new court date.  Please make sure the 
municipal court has your current address to receive notices. Eugene Municipal 
Court is also experiencing high call volumes and staff members also are unsure 
how long they will have the ability to be in the office and answer phone calls. The 
best way to get a message to the court is through email, postal mail, or by using 
the dropbox outside the courthouse. In-custody court appearances are held daily 
at the Lane County Jail and on Monday and Thursday at the Eugene Municipal 
Court. Court doors will open Monday at 1 p.m. and close with the in-custody court 
session concludes and Thursday at 8:15 a.m. and close when the session is 
completed. Individuals with pending criminal charges are encouraged to call their 
attorneys for further information on clearing outstanding warrants. ; Police in 
Portland over the weekend announced that about half of the approximately 8,000 
N95 respirator masks stolen from a Portland nonprofit building supply center 
earlier this month have been recovered. The stolen goods were seized after the 
business' operator saw what she believed to be the masks being sold on 
Craigslist. The victim has donated the masks to hospitals. ; The coronavirus 
outbreak has thrust parents everywhere into the role of their children's primary 
educators. They've been left scrambling to sift through educational resources and 
juggle lesson plans with jobs and other responsibilities. Across the United States, 
more than 118,000 public and private schools in 45 states have closed, affecting 
53 million students, according to a tally kept by Education Week. California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom has urged the state's more than 6 million schoolchildren and their 
families to make long-term plans, telling them few, if any, schools would reopen 
before the summer break. ; Target Corp. has apologized for selling face masks in 
Seattle stores while hospitals face a dire shortage. Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
said his office intervened when it received reports Saturday that the much-needed 



N95 masks were on Target shelves. Target said on Twitter that the masks were 
being sold in error and that it was removing them from shelves and donating them 
to the Washington Department of Health. The company said it would also search 
its inventory for additional masks to donate. ; On Friday, the Oregon Convention 
Center in Portland transformed into a 130-bed homeless shelter. It’s one of a 
number of sites being created across the state to provide shelter with social 
distancing for some of the most vulnerable, to slow the spread of transmission 
and separate those who appear healthy from those who are showing symptoms 
of COVID-19 but are not sick enough to warrant hospitalization. Homeless people 
are among the most vulnerable to COVID-19 because many have respiratory 
infections and weakened immune systems from harsh living conditions. They also 
have less access to places to wash their hands and take care of other basic 
hygiene needs. ; The spread of the coronavirus continues to cause a big 
disruption in our nation’s blood supply. Blood transfusions are needed for 
surgeries, in the treatment of diseases, for victims of accidents, and for critically ill 
newborns. Bloodworks Northwest—which operates 12 donations centers in the 
region, including Eugene—is urging people to step up and donate to help 
maintain supplies. Call ahead or go online to check days and hours to schedule a 
donation appointment. ; The Eugene Family YMCA is part of a partnership to 
provide emergency childcare for first responders and front-line medical care 
providers. The effort began Monday, as the Y's Youth Development staff, in 
concert with 4J and Bethel School Districts and the City's Recreation Department, 
began offering full-day emergency childcare to first responders and medical staff. 
This service will only be offered to first responders and essential workers. ; More 
than 1.5 billion people, a fifth of the world's population, are being asked or 
ordered to stay home as new virus infections soar. The hunt for ventilators and 
other medical supplies is consuming Europe and the U.S., where political 
paralysis stalled efforts for quick aid from Congress, sending U.S. stocks down. 
New York City is quickly becoming a hot spot for the new coronavirus, and the 
mayor says hospitals are 10 days away from running out of basic supplies. 
Medical supplies and hospital space are in short supply elsewhere as well. British 
health workers pleaded for more gear, saying they felt like “cannon fodder.” ; The 
hunt for ventilators and other medical supplies is consuming the U.S. and Europe, 
as new virus infections soar. Political paralysis stalled efforts for quick aid from 
Congress and more governments tightened restrictions. New York City is quickly 
becoming a hotspot for the new coronavirus, and the mayor says hospitals are 10 
days away from running out of basic supplies. Medical supplies and hospital 
space are in short supply elsewhere as well. British health workers pleaded for 
more gear, saying they felt like “cannon fodder.” ; Congress and the White House 
continue to negotiate a nearly $2 trillion rescue package of healthcare and 
economic aid amid the coronavirus outbreak and national shutdown. No final 
decisions have been made. But the emerging package is expected to include 
one-time emergency checks plus payroll support for American workers, loans to 
industry and money for health care providers, emergency food programs and 
other public health needs. Negotiations are continuing. ; In its boldest effort to 
protect the U.S. economy from the coronavirus, the Federal Reserve says it will 
buy as much government debt as it deems necessary and will also begin lending 
to small and large businesses and local governments to help them weather the 
crisis. The Fed's announcement removes any dollar limits from its plans to 



support the flow of credit through an economy that has been ravaged by the viral 
outbreak. The central bank's all-out effort has now gone beyond even the 
extraordinary drive it made to rescue the economy from the 2008 financial crisis. 
"The coronavirus pandemic is causing tremendous hardship across the United 
States and around the world," the Fed said in a statement. ; President Trump is 
expressing qualms about extending the current 15-day shutdown recommended 
by the federal government, even as his officials warn that the coronavirus crisis is 
deepening. He tweeted Monday that the remedies may be more harmful than the 
outbreak. That contradicts the advice of medical experts across the U.S. On 
Sunday, Vice President Mike Pence said the country should expect new federal 
guidance “which will make it possible for people that have been exposed to return 
to work more quickly” by wearing masks. Trump officials and congressional 
leaders have resumed talks after working through the night on an economic 
rescue plan. ; Stocks are down nearly 5% in midday trading on Wall Street as 
investors wait for Democrats and Republicans to settle their differences and pass 
a rescue package for the economy. Earlier, U.S. stock futures and European 
markets got a bump higher following the Federal Reserve's latest massive 
announcement of support. The Fed said it would buy as much government debt 
as it deems necessary to help markets operate smoothly. But the gains quickly 
vanished. Markets are likely to remain extremely volatile as long as the 
coronavirus outbreak accelerates. Until then, investors are looking for both central 
banks and governments to do their parts to support the economy. ; The viral 
outbreak is causing massive market actions and reactions with companies laying 
off thousands at the same time other companies are hiring even more people. 
The Dow swung by a thousand points into the positive before the opening bell 
Monday as the Fed moved aggressively so assure an ample flow of cash. Then it 
fell 400 points at the opening bell. Small and large businesses are being forced to 
operate in an environment that can evolve into something unknown by the hour 
as the spread of the coronavirus changes the known parameters of the 
marketplace. ; For those with questions about when you have to actually file your 
taxes, the Associated Press has a clarification. Initially, only the payment due 
date was delayed past the traditional April 15 deadline. The Treasury later 
announced that it would also grant a 90-day extension for filing federal taxes as 
well. That means both the delayed filings and payments are due July 15. 
Taxpayers who are facing difficulty filing by the new deadline still have the option 
to request an extension. The IRS said that the deferment applies to all taxpayers, 
including individuals, trusts and estates, corporations and other non-corporate tax 
filers as well as those who pay self-employment tax. During this unprecedented 
delay, taxpayers will not be subject to interest or penalty payments, regardless of 
how much they owe. Visit the IRS website for more information. ; A federal report 
shows that Louisiana, New York and Georgia lead the nation in the number of 
nursing homes with coronavirus cases. The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency found there are at least seven homes in each of the three states where 
confirmed or suspected coronavirus cases have been detected. Current or 
suspected cases of COVID-19 have been found in at least four nursing homes in 
each of three other states: Washington, Illinois and New Jersey. The FEMA report 
breaks out the total number of nursing homes and skilled nursing facilities dealing 
with the virus. In a separate category tracking assisted living facilities, the report 
shows that Washington state and New Jersey have some of the highest numbers 



of confirmed or suspected cases in those types of facilities. ; Google has 
launched a new website and enhanced its search options for people seeking 
information about the new coronavirus, but the effort falls short of a plan initially 
announced by President Donald Trump. As of Saturday, when U.S. users typed in 
“coronavirus” or related terms, information about symptoms and links to state 
health departments and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
popped up on the right. Google also unveiled a new website, 
http://www.google.com/covid19/, that links users to data, safety videos and relief 
efforts. ; The coronavirus pandemic is leading to information overload for many 
people, often making it difficult to separate fact from fiction and rumor from 
deliberate efforts to mislead. Already, text messages have circulated predicting a 
nationwide lockdown, and social media posts have urged people to donate blood 
to get tested for coronavirus or warned that mosquitoes can carry the virus. All 
are untrue. Such falsehoods can endanger public health, sow confusion and fear, 
and prevent important information from reaching people during a crisis. The 
Associated Press has debunked many such claims, including one about bananas 
supposedly preventing spread of the virus. ; With schools shut down for the 
coronavirus outbreak, districts and educators are launching a massive, unplanned 
test of virtual teaching. Virtual school — sometimes known by “distance learning” 
or other terms — has existed for decades. But it’s far from ubiquitous in U.S. 
schools because of digital inequities among students, concerns about implications 
for teachers, and other factors. Online education begins Monday in New York 
City, the nation's biggest district. Teachers there have been coming up with digital 
versions of everything from high-school English discussions to kindergarten gym 
classes. ; The coronavirus that has upended nearly every element of public life 
also has dramatically changed the way people grieve for the dead.  Ministers 
have closed their doors to funerals. Fear of quarantine has prevented families 
from flying in to pay their last respects. Cemeteries have drastically altered what 
they do out of fear that some mourners who don't know they are infected with 
coronavirus might infect others. And elderly people who have lost spouses can't 
hug or so much as be in the same room with their children and grandchildren at 
the exact time they need them most. ; Across the United States, many in-person 
worship services are being canceled because of the coronavirus outbreak. As a 
result, some churches are bracing for a painful drop in weekly contributions and 
possible cutbacks in their programs and staff.  At Friendship Baptist Church in 
Baltimore, the pastor says last Sunday's offering was only one-third of normal. A 
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America says some of the 190 
churches in his New York-area synod are unlikely to survive because of a double 
financial hit. Their offerings are dwindling, and they are losing income from 
tenants such as pre-schools which can no longer afford to rent church venues. ; 
The Tokyo Olympics are probably going to happen but almost surely in 2021 
rather than in four months as planned. That seems clear after the International 
Olympic Committee said it was considering a postponement. Major Olympic 
nations like Canada and Australia are adding pressure by making it clear they will 
not go if the games are staged this year. IOC President Thomas Bach sent a 
letter to athletes explaining the decision and why it might take so long while also 
acknowledging the extended timeline might not be popular. He said a final 
decision was likely to come in four weeks. ; A group representing track and field 
athletes has called for the Tokyo Olympics to be postponed because of the 



coronavirus outbreak. The Athletics Association's statement comes a day after 
the International Olympic Committee set itself a four-week deadline to decide on a 
delay. ; People around the country who are self-isolating or maintaining social 
distance during the coronavirus outbreak have to think outside the gym when it 
comes to their fitness routines. Many are turning to online classes or getting 
outside to exercise. Both brick-and-mortar fitness centers and cyberspace-based 
workout companies are stepping up the number of online classes they teach and 
offering some free of charge. A good diet and exercise is crucial for keeping the 
immune system strong against COVID-19. Many workout junkies say their 
creative sweat sessions are helping them to stay calm and avoid going stir-crazy. 
; All over the country, people who are used to eating prepared food at restaurants 
or on the go are finding themselves in a strange new place: their kitchen. Many 
people are having to stay home more because of the coronavirus pandemic. In 
some cases that means dusting off rusty cooking skills and old family recipes. For 
others it means wading into brand new territory and trying to learn basic recipes. 
Many see these home-cooked dishes as a bright side in unsettled times, even if 
they come with a side of stress. ; Vince Gill, Marty Stuart and Brad Paisley all 
performed at the Grand Ole Opry on Saturday, but while maintaining six feet of 
distance. They performed before an empty house but also to an audience of 
listeners on its flagship station of WSM-AM in Nashville and it was televised 
online and for the Circle network. Stuart says people need something to keep 
their minds off the coronavirus. The Opry is believed to only have canceled one 
Saturday night performance in its history. That was in 1968 when the 
assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in Memphis caused the city of 
Nashville to impose a curfew. The Opry continued broadcasting even after the 
Opry House was flooded in 2010. Mandy Barnett, Bill Anderson and Jeannie 
Seely performed with an empty Opry house last week. ; Graceland has closed for 
the time being because of the coronavirus. Management for Elvis Presley’s home 
in Memphis, Tennessee, say the facility is closed through April 3, including walk-
ups to the Meditation Garden. About 500,000 people a year visit Graceland. A 
30th anniversary celebration of the TV show “Twin Peaks” featuring actors from 
the show that was scheduled to take place at Graceland the weekend of April 3 
has been pushed to Halloween weekend. / SPORTS, EDUCATION: Oregon star 
guard Sabrina Ionescu is The Associated Press women's basketball player of the 
year. The Oregon senior received all 30 ballots from the national media panel that 
selects the Top 25 poll each week. She averaged 17.5 points, 9.1 assists and 8.6 
rebounds this season as well as having eight of her 26 career triple-doubles.  
Ionescu is only the second player to be a unanimous choice. The other is former 
UConn star Breanna Stewart. / GOVERNMENT, ECONOMY: One thing folks did 
to kill five or ten minutes over the weekend: Fill out their U.S. Census forms. 
Close to 143 million households in the country received an invitation during the 
past two weeks to respond to the 2020 Census in their mailboxes. The Census 
tells us how many people live in the U.S. and Oregon—according to last year’s 
estimate the population in our state stands at slightly more than 4.2 million. It 
helps determine how many representatives states send to Congress and, 
critically, how money is allotted to the states for things like schools, roads, health 
care and more. The national response rate stands at 19.2 percent. In Oregon, 
we’re tiny bit ahead of the average, at 19.6 percent. Most of us are providing our 
Census answers online. Last week, Census officials announced that the outbreak 



of the coronavirus is forcing postponement of them sending teams of census 
takers to count college students in off-campus housing. It's also delaying 
information-gathering at grocery stores and houses of worship, where tables will 
be set up to help people fill out forms in-person. While the deadline for the 
Census is the end of July, the coronavirus might for that to be pushed back. /  
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COVID-19: The Oregon Health Authority yesterday announced 31 new positive 
tests, bringing the state’s total to 192 cases with five deaths. Lane County 
accounts for one of those deaths. There were no new local cases announced on 
Monday but Lane County has had four positive tests. ; How do you balance an 
urgent response to a growing public health crisis against a cratering economy 
where individuals and families need critical economic support to avoid financial 
ruin? That's been the challenge facing Oregon’s governor and others leading our 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. But while a number of other states and 
cities across the country have gone for blanket shutdowns with just a few 
exemptions, Oregon is taking the opposite approach: Allowing many key 
businesses and industries to remain open, provided they can maintain proper 
social distancing. But a range of retail businesses, primarily those that rely on 
walk-in traffic, simply are not set up to do that. That’s why, on Monday, Governor 
Kate Brown and state leaders unveiled the “Stay Home, Save Lives,” executive 
order and policies that officials hope will slow the spread of the coronavirus 
infection enough to avoid overwhelming Oregon’s hospitals and health-care 
system. The approach seeks to strike a balance between the blanket shutdown 
order some wanted and the more stringent social distancing guidelines that, 
unfortunately, were not followed by many people who flocked to coastal 
communities and popular recreation sites over the weekend. ; Governor Kate 
Brown and state health officials on Monday issued that much-anticipated "Stay 
Home, Save Lives" executive order and related policies. They direct everyone in 
Oregon to stay at home to the maximum extent possible and adds to the list of 
businesses that will be temporarily closed to slow the spread of COVID-19 in 
Oregon. The order went into effect immediately and comes after people across 
the state repeatedly ignored social distancing guidelines, putting themselves and 
others at risk of infection. Unlike some other states and cities around the country, 
which imposed blankets closures and listed a handful of exemptions, the 
governor’s rule takes the opposite approach, specifying which businesses must 
close but setting up guidelines to allow as many as possible to remain open. 
Those that must shut their doors for now include many retailers who rely on walk-
in business or gatherings, from arcades and salons, to fitness studios, theatres 
and gyms. Shopping malls must also close for now, although individual 
businesses in those malls that are not subject to the new state measures may 
stay open. ; While many businesses and organizations that are heavily dependent 



on foot traffic and in-person interactions have already closed or will close under 
the expanded order, other types of business, as well as the construction and 
manufacturing sectors, will be able to remain open—provided they take adequate 
precautions to create safe workplaces with strong social distancing. Under the 
order: All non-essential social and recreational gatherings of individuals are 
prohibited immediately, regardless of size, if a distance of at least six feet 
between individuals cannot be maintained. Gatherings of members of the same 
residential household are permitted. The order closes and prohibits shopping at 
specific categories of retail businesses, for which close personal contact is difficult 
to avoid, such as arcades, barber shops, hair salons, gyms and fitness studios, 
skating rinks, theaters, and yoga studios. It requires businesses not closed by the 
order to implement social distancing policies, and requires workplaces to create 
teleworking and work-at-home options when possible. If they cannot meet those 
guidelines, they must close by Wednesday. The governor protected the critical 
manufacturing and construction industries, saying they may remain in operation 
but must ensure that their employees are maintaining social distancing measures. 
Restaurants can continue to offer delivery and to-go service, and grocery stores, 
and hospitals, among others, may remain open. It outlines new guidelines for 
child care facilities, setting limits and rules on amounts of children allowed in care, 
and outlining that child care groups may not change participants. Day cares that 
continue to operate must limit individual homes or daycare classrooms to no more 
than 10 children apiece, and those youngsters may NOT move between the 
rooms to socialize with other children. It directs Oregonians to stay home 
whenever possible, while permitting activities outside the home when social 
distance is maintained. It closes playgrounds, sports courts, and skate parks, 
among other types of outdoor recreation facilities. Those that remain open are 
required to strictly adhere to social distancing guidelines. Failure to comply with 
the order will be considered an immediate danger to public health and subject to a 
Class C misdemeanor. People found to have violated her order could be jailed for 
up to 30 days or fined $1,250, though law enforcement agencies say their focus is 
on informing people about the restrictions and only issuing citations as a last 
resort. Specific types of retail businesses closed at midnight by the executive 
order include: Shopping: Outdoor and indoor malls and retail complexes, although 
individual types of businesses not subject to the measures may stay open. 
Fitness: Gyms, sports and fitness centers, health clubs, and exercise studios. 
Grooming: Barbershops, beauty and nail salons, and non-medical wellness spas. 
Entertainment: Theaters, amusement parks, arcades, bowling alleys, and pool 
halls. Retail businesses able to adapt to take-out style shopping experiences can 
remain open. Other businesses and offices are allowed to function if they can 
protect employees and customers through social distancing. But state officials say 
those companies must create robust plans to meet workplace social distancing 
requirements—and enforce those requirements—or they may not remain in 
operation. In addition, non-retail businesses like manufacturers and the 
construction industry must ensure that their employees are maintaining social 
distancing measures. Under the executive order, many Oregon government 
executive branch offices and buildings are closed to the public but will provide 
public services by phone to the extent possible. When public services require in-
person interactions, the order requires social distancing measures to be 
implemented and enforced. State agencies must also facilitate telework and work-



at-home for state employees whenever possible. While the order does not apply 
to local, federal, or tribal governments, those governments are strongly 
encouraged to follow these directives. The order also directs state agencies to 
close parks and other outdoor spaces where social distancing cannot be 
maintained––expanding on actions already taken by the Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department. Lane County's non-emergency center, which can be 
reached at 541-682-1380 and will be open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ; 
Lane County officials continue to collect surplus Personal Protective Equipment 
for our area’s anticipated emergency medical response to the coronavirus. They 
are seeking donations of new masks, gowns and gloves that you might have 
purchased for your workplace, your office, businesses like salons and spas, 
construction and contracting companies, landscapers and more. The collection 
hours are weekday afternoons between 2:00 and 4:00 p.m. at the county’s 
warehouse on the north end of Eugene’s Delta Highway. ; Posted on Monday 
morning by a woman who is an RN at McKenzie-Willamette Hospital: “I just had 
the most awesome experience! A gentleman pulled up to me as I was walking 
across the parking lot. I didn’t know if he was trying to find a parking spot so I 
stopped. He got out of his truck and handed me a package of N95 masks he’d 
found in his shop. They have a little sawdust on them, I don’t care! I started 
crying. I’m so touched by this gift you have no idea! Thank you! I wish I had sense 
enough to ask your name.” ; Meantime, a partnership has formed to provide 
childcare for first responders and front-line medical care providers. The effort 
began Monday, as staff from the Eugene YMCA, the Eugene and Bethel School 
Districts, and the City of Eugene’s Recreation Department, began offering full-day 
emergency childcare to first responders and medical staff. This service will only 
be offered to first responders and essential workers. ; Trying to protect yourself 
from the spread of COVID-19? Some good news from the Oregon Department of 
Transportation. Vehicle owners in Oregon will have another month to remove their 
studded tires in order to stay home and stay healthy. The season—which begins 
on November 1 each year—normally ends on March 31. But ODOT officials on 
Monday extended it to May 1. ; United Way of Lane County has launched a 
Community Response Fund to support local nonprofits’ efforts that are assisting 
those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic in Lane County. The focus is on 
providing food relief, rental assistance, childcare assistance, health care services, 
supports for unhoused populations, and supports for vulnerable populations. 
PacificSource Health Plans put up $50,000 in seed money. Are you able to 
donate? There are three way to do so: Go online to www.unitedwaylane.org and 
contribute to the agency’s COVID-19 Fund. Mail a check to United Way of Lane 
County, 3171 Gateway Loop, Springfield OR 97477. Be sure to note on your 
check that the donation is for the COVID-19 Fund. Call the United Way at (541) 
741-6000. United Way will not assess any administrative fees on donations to the 
fund, so 100 percent of the money will go to local organizations helping those in 
need. ; The Eugene Mission has eliminated the use of some beds to increase 
social distancing among its residential clients and boosted its outreach to those in 
the community who are unsheltered. It comes at a time when older volunteers are 
having to step back from their shifts to protect their health. The non-profit, faith-
based organization is seeking donations and volunteers. Learn more on their 
Facebook page or on the Eugene Mission website. ; The Eugene Chamber of 
Commerce is holding a series of free webinars this week to help business owners 



keep up with key issues during this public health crisis. Learn more and register 
on the Eugene Chamber’s website. ; You've stockpiled food for the next couple of 
weeks. How do you keep it from spoiling? Lane County Waste Management 
offers great tips and ideas at their "Eat Smart, Waste Less" website at 
www.eatsmartwasteless.tips ; Also, all Lane County transfer stations currently are 
on regular operating schedules. But they are experiencing extremely high 
volumes of customers, resulting in longer than normal wait times. ; State officials 
yesterday announced 31 more patients have tested positive for COVID-19, 
bringing the total cases in Oregon to 192 with five deaths. There were no new 
cases in Lane County. Our total stands at four positive tests, including one death 
earlier this month. But while we had no new diagnosed cases locally, if you look 
at the latest projections for when the pandemic will peak in Oregon, it's easier to 
understand why Oregon officials Monday morning launched the "Stay Home, 
Save Lives" push, accompanied by the governor's executive order outlining what 
stays open and what needs to close. The Oregonian and OregonLive reports that 
one computer model from the Oregon Health & Science University concludes 
we’ll max out on our state’s available hospital beds by April 16. That’s bad news 
for Oregon's hospitals, their front-line medical staffs, and their COVID-19 patients. 
The new website Covid Act Now -- created by data scientists in partnership with 
epidemiologists, public health officials and political leaders, comes to a similar 
conclusion that without dramatic changes in social behavior, Oregonians uill with 
COVID-19 will swamp hospitals by the middle of next month. Both computer 
models conclude that the changes we need to make this week will determine 
whether we’re able to prevent or at least minimize hospital overload. 

; Across the globe this past week, health authorities and older adults—including 
their parents—struggled to persuade young people to avoid the sorts of social 
gatherings that can lead to the spread of COVID-19. They did not always 
succeed. Psychologists say the adolescent brain is different from adult brains: 
Young people have greater feelings of invincibility and an increased tendency to 



engage in risk-taking. They say some of those behavior persist into young 
adulthood. A study released last week by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention finds that American adults of all ages — not just those in their 70s, 80s 
and 90s — are being seriously sickened by the coronavirus. Of Oregon’s 192 
cases, 24 are under the age of 34. And the CDC reported last week that one in 
every five hospitalized patients and close to one in ten of those in intensive care 
are between the ages of 20 and 44, which encompasses much of the millennial 
generation. Teens and young adults can be carriers of the virus even if they don't 
feel ill, leading to them mistakenly believing it’s okay to socialize, even in smaller 
groups. But health officials say young people need to protect themselves and 
others, including their parents, grandparents and other older adults. ; FBI 
investigators warn that scammers are using anxiety about the COVID-19 
pandemic to steal your money, your personal information, or both. Don’t let them. 
Protect yourself and do your research before clicking on links purporting to 
provide information on the virus; donating to a charity online or through social 
media; contributing to a crowdfunding campaign; purchasing products online; or 
giving up your personal information in order to receive money or other benefits. 
The FBI advises you to be on the lookout for the following: Fake CDC Emails: 
Watch out for emails claiming to be from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) or other organizations claiming to offer information on the virus. 
Do not click links or open attachments you do not recognize. Fraudsters can use 
links in emails to deliver malware to your computer to steal personal information 
or to lock your computer and demand payment. Be wary of websites and apps 
claiming to track COVID-19 cases worldwide. Criminals are using malicious 
websites to infect and lock devices until payment is received. Phishing Emails: 
Look out for phishing emails asking you to verify your personal information in 
order to receive an economic stimulus check from the government. While talk of 
economic stimulus checks has been in the news cycle, government agencies are 
not sending unsolicited emails seeking your private information in order to send 
you money. Phishing emails may also claim to be related to: Charitable 
contributions; General financial relief; Airline carrier refunds; Fake cures and 
vaccines; Fake testing kits; Counterfeit Treatments or Equipment. Be cautious of 
anyone selling products that claim to prevent, treat, diagnose, or cure COVID-19. 
Be alert to counterfeit products such as sanitizing products and Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE), including N95 respirator masks, goggles, full face 
shields, protective gowns, and gloves. More information on unapproved or 
counterfeit PPE can be found at www.cdc.gov/niosh. You can also find 
information on the U.S. Food and Drug Administration website, www.fda.gov, and 
the Environmental Protection Agency website, www.epa.gov. Report counterfeit 
products at www.ic3.gov and to the National Intellectual Property Rights 
Coordination Center at iprcenter.gov.If you are looking for accurate and up-to-
date information on COVID-19, the CDC has posted extensive guidance and 
information that is updated frequently. The best sources for authoritative 
information on COVID-19 are www.cdc.gov and www.coronavirus.gov. You may 
also consult your primary care physician for guidance. The FBI is reminding you 
to always use good cyber hygiene and security measures. By remembering the 
following tips, you can protect yourself and help stop criminal activity: Do not open 
attachments or click links within emails from senders you don't recognize. Do not 
provide your username, password, date of birth, social security number, financial 



data, or other personal information in response to an email or robocall. Always 
verify the web address of legitimate websites and manually type them into your 
browser. Check for misspellings or wrong domains within a link (for example, an 
address that should end in a ".gov" ends in .com" instead). If you believe you are 
the victim of an Internet scam or cybercrime, or if you want to report suspicious 
activity, please visit the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center at www.ic3.gov ; 
Some advice from the Oregon Justice Department Consumer Protection Division 
and Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum: If you’re working from home, 
keep your home online workplace secure during the COVID-19 outbreak: Start 
with cybersecurity basics. Do Not Click on suspicious email attachments, 
questionable text links or unusual websites! Keep your security software up to 
date. Use passwords on all your devices and apps. Make sure the passwords are 
long, strong and unique: at least 12 characters that are a mix of numbers, 
symbols and capital and lowercase letters. Secure your home network. Make sure 
your router software is up-to-date and that your router is using the newest type of 
encryption, such as WPA2 or WPA3. Encryption encodes the information you 
send over your network so outsiders can't read it. Keep your laptop and cell 
phone secure. If you're using a laptop or a cell phone for work, make sure it is 
password-protected, locked and secure. Securely store sensitive files. When 
there's a legitimate business need to transfer confidential information from office 
to home, keep it out of sight and under lock and key. If you don't have a file 
cabinet at home, use a locked room. Dispose of sensitive data securely. Don't just 
throw sensitive paperwork in the trash or a recycling bin. Shred it with a micro-cut 
shredder. That paperwork you no longer need can be a treasure to identity 
thieves if it includes personal information about customers or employees. Follow 
your employer's security practices. Your home is now an extension of your office. 
Follow the protocols that your employer has implemented.  Want to learn more? 
Go to the Oregon Department of Justice’s Consumer Protection website. The 
state also has a new telephone line where you may file complaints about price 
gouging. Dial 503-378-8442. ; President Trump announced Monday afternoon 
that because of the spread of the coronavirus he plans to postpone the Oct. 1 
deadline for Americans to obtain a Real ID card. That relieves pressure on states 
like Oregon, where officials with the state and Department of Motor Vehicles were 
facing a crunch at DMV offices because they would not have been able to even 
begin issuing the new Homeland Security-compliant cards until after July 1. 
Originally, travelers would have needed a Real ID card to fly on domestic airlines 
beginning October 1, unless they carried a passport or military ID. No word on the 
date for the new Real ID deadline. ; Oregon star guard Sabrina Ionescu is The 
Associated Press women's basketball player of the year. The Oregon senior 
received all 30 ballots from the national media panel that selects the Top 25 poll 
each week. She averaged 17.5 points, 9.1 assists and 8.6 rebounds this season 
as well as having eight of her 26 career triple-doubles. Ionescu is only the second 
player to be a unanimous choice. The other is former UConn star Breanna 
Stewart. ; Eugene Recreation officials say that, in accordance with Governor 
Brown’s “Stay Home, Save Lives” executive order on March 23, all skateparks, 
outdoor sports courts and playground equipment areas are closed until further 
notice. Parks, paths and trails remain open for use. The executive order states 
that people may take part in outdoor activities like walking, hiking, biking and 
running, but social distancing requirements must be followed. Groups or 



gatherings in parks are prohibited and individuals must remain at least six feet 
away from each other. Signs will be posted at playgrounds, sport courts and 
skateparks advising of the closures. Signs encouraging social distancing will be 
posted in prominent areas of recreational areas that are open for use.  
For more information, visit the City of Eugene’s website. ; More campground 
closures, this time along the Oregon coast on the Siuslaw National Forest. 
Following the lead of Oregon State Parks, the campgrounds closed yesterday 
through at least May 8 because people were not engaging in safe social 
distancing practices. The closure affects all day-use areas, trailheads, visitor 
centers, off-highway vehicle (OHV) staging areas, viewpoints, boat launches, 
interpretive sites, and picnic areas on the Siuslaw National Forest. It came after 
weekend visitors mobbed coastal locations, in many cases ignoring social 
distancing guidelines and putting others at risk of infection. ; The Willamette 
National Forest earlier closed some of its popular recreation spots to reduce the 
risk of transmission of the coronavirus. They include: Terwilliger Hot Springs, 
where the pools temporarily are being drained; The Fish Lake Rental Cabins; The 
Warner Mountain Lookout rental; The Maiden Peak, McCoy, and Mountain View 
Snow Shelters; and the Gold Lake Sno-Park Warming Hut. Check the Willamette 
National Forest website for updates. ; The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Portland District, has closed several recreation sites to protect the public and 
Corps employees from the spread of the coronavirus. OPEN: Most day-use parks 
and boat ramps. CLOSED: All Visitor Centers are closed until further notice. All 
Corps-operated campgrounds will remain closed until May 21.  The Corps will 
evaluate reopening the campgrounds as the COVID-19 issue evolves. All group 
events and reservations are canceled until further notice. Parks that are normally 
closed in the off-season will remained closed until further notice. These include: 
Shortridge, Wilson Creek and River's Edge Parks, Cottage Grove Lake, Kirk Park, 
Fern Ridge Lake, Meridian Park, Lookout Point Lake, and any sites deemed 
unsafe for staff or the public due to public health or safety concerns will be closed 
on a case-by-case basis. When visiting open recreation sites, remember: Carry 
hand sanitizer or personal options for washing hands. Vault restrooms do not 
have water available and may not have hand sanitizer. Take the recommended 
necessary precautions with all high-exposure areas, such as play structures and 
restrooms. ; With the number of COVID-19 cases rising in Oregon, PeaceHealth 
is conducting temperature screenings for all patients, visitors and caregivers as 
they enter PeaceHealth facilities in Oregon. The screenings took effect at 4 p.m. 
on Monday, March 23, at Cottage Grove Community Medical Center, 
PeaceHealth Peace Harbor Medical Center in Florence and RiverBend Annex in 
Springfield. The screenings were implemented on Friday, March 20, at Sacred 
Heart Medical Center at RiverBend in Springfield and Sacred Heart Medical 
Center, University District, in Eugene and all PeaceHealth Medical Group clinics 
in Oregon. The screenings will remain in place until COVID-19 is no longer a 
public health threat. Non-contact thermometers are used at all entry points to 
PeaceHealth facilities. Any individual with a temperature of 100.4 degrees or 
above is not allowed to enter and is provided the appropriate instructions on 
seeking care. Individuals with fever or respiratory infection symptoms, such as a 
cough, should call their healthcare provider’s office before arriving at 
PeaceHealth’s facilities or scheduling an appointment to determine the 
appropriate care setting and testing process. Community members with questions 



about COVID-19 are encouraged to call Lane County Public Health’s non-
emergency call center at 541-682-1380, or go online to ZOOM+Care’s free chat 
line, Additional information about COVID-19 is available at PeaceHealth’s 
coronavirus website. ; The Tokyo Olympics have been postponed until 2021. The 
International Olympic Committee has decided that the Tokyo Games cannot go 
ahead as scheduled this year because of the coronavirus outbreak. The IOC says 
the games will be held “not later than summer 2021” but they will still be called the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics.  The announcement was a nod to the reality that training 
and qualifying schedules have been ruptured beyond repair as the coronavirus 
spreads. Next up for the organizers is picking a date when it might be safe again 
to hold such a massive event. They'll also have to rearrange the 2021 global 
sports calendar. ; Top congressional and White House officials negotiating the 
nearly $2 trillion coronavirus rescue package say they expect to reach a deal 
today. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer say they spoke by phone with President Trump as they met late into 
Monday night at the Capitol. The two resumed talks this morning. The proposal 
stalled again yesterday in Congress as Democrats complained the aid package 
was tilted too heavily toward corporations rather than unemployed workers. The 
emerging package is expected to include one-time emergency checks plus payroll 
support for American workers, loans to industry and money for health care 
providers, emergency food programs and other public health needs. The massive 
package is a far-reaching effort to prop up the U.S. economy, help American 
households and bolster the health care system amid the growing crisis. ; The 
Federal Reserve is unleashing its boldest effort yet to protect the U.S. economy 
from the coronavirus by helping companies and governments large and small pay 
their bills and survive a devastating crisis. With lending in Treasury and mortgage 
markets at risk of clogging up, the Fed announced an aggressive set of programs 
to try to smooth out those markets. To do so, it committed to buy as much 
government-backed debt as it deems necessary and — for the first time ever — 
corporate debt, too. Its intervention is intended to ensure that households, 
companies, banks and governments can get the loans they need just as their own 
revenue is drying up as the economy stalls. ; As virus deaths accelerate in the 
U.S., President Trump yesterday went against the advice of scientists and top 
health experts and claimed he will reopen the country and its ailing economy in 
weeks, not months. He also claimed, without citing evidence, that continued 
closures could result in more deaths than the coronavirus pandemic. Trump said 
Monday that "we have to open our country because that causes problems that, in 
my opinion, could be far bigger problems." Trump acknowledged there are trade-
offs but said that if closures stretch on for months, there would be “probably more 
death from that than anything that we're talking about with respect to the virus.” ; 
A spokeswoman for the World Health Organization says case counts and deaths 
globally from the new coronavirus are expected to increase “considerably” as 
updated global figures are published throughout the day. Dr. Margaret Harris, a 
WHO spokeswoman, said overnight reporting showed 85% of the new cases 
were being reported in Europe and the United States. Global figures compiled at 
6:00 a.m., our time, showed more than 392-thousand infections and more than 
17-thousand deaths. There are now more than 46-thousand cases of COVID-19 
in the United States. Harris added, “Just to put it in proportion: It took two years in 
the worst Ebola outbreak we ever had, the West African outbreak, to reach 



11,000 deaths. Harris said an increasing in the rollout of testing for new 
coronavirus infections could partly explain the surge in case counts. ; Doctors are 
reporting that people infected with the pandemic virus may lose their sense of 
smell and perhaps taste. The World Health Organization is looking into it, but 
some experts are already saying that changes in taste and smell might be a 
useful tool to screen people for infection. They cite reports from South Korea, 
China and Italy. Virus infection is already a known cause of smell loss, and in 
some cases it can be permanent. But in cases of the pandemic virus, it looks 
more like a temporary effect. ; Boeing is suspending operations at its Seattle area 
facilities due to the spread of coronavirus, idling tens of thousands of workers. At 
least 110 people have died from COVID-19 in Washington state, mostly in the 
Seattle area. The company said 32 employees have tested positive for the virus, 
including 25 in the greater Seattle area. Boeing employs about 70,000 people in 
the region. The company says operations would be reduced beginning 
Wednesday and production would be suspended for two weeks. Boeing says 
employees who can work from home will continue doing so and those who can't - 
like the tens of thousands of machinists who build airplanes - will receive paid 
leave during the shutdown. ; Integrating work life into the home has rarely been 
easy, but the coronavirus pandemic has brought those worlds into sudden and 
sharp collision. States and employers have ordered people to stay home, 
resulting in a massive, unplanned social experiment that can strain productivity 
and domestic tranquility. The outcome could impact how the U.S. weathers an 
almost certain recession. That also depends on how well individuals and their 
families can manage the resulting complications of studying and conducting 
business from home — at least for those employees with desk jobs and the ability 
to do their work remotely. ; Across the country and here in Oregon, people are 
banding together to sew face masks for hospitals running desperately short of 
personal protective equipment as the coronavirus pandemic intensifies. Hospitals 
and health care workers say the do-it-yourself face masks are a last resort but 
better than nothing. And those sitting at home worrying as the virus strains 
hospitals and the economy teeters say sewing masks makes them feel less 
helpless. Efforts in the U.S. mirror those happening around the world, including 
Belgium and Spain where volunteers are sewing masks and making other 
protective equipment for health care workers as confirmed infections continue to 
rise. ; A Phoenix-area man has died and his wife is in critical condition after the 
couple took an additive used to clean fish tanks known as chloroquine phosphate, 
similar to the drug used to treat malaria. Banner Health said on Monday that the 
couple in their 60s got sick within half an hour. Last week, President Trump touted 
that the malaria medication chloroquine was a known treatment for COVID-19. 
The chief of the Food and Drug Administration clarified that the drug still needs to 
be tested for that use.  The woman told NBC that the president said the drug was 
essentially a cure. She said people should not taking anything and call their 
doctors. Banner Health is warning against self-medicating. ; Schools around the 
U.S. are taking an unplanned, unprecedented test of online education during 
coronavirus shutdowns, and the nation's largest school system has plunged in. 
New York City asked over 1.1 million students Monday to log in and learn. Virtual 
school — sometimes known by “distance learning” or other terms — has existed 
for decades. But it’s been far from ubiquitous in U.S. schools. In New York, city 
officials were still trying to get laptops to hundreds of thousands of students in 



need. Officials have said pencil-and-paper packets will be available in the 
meantime. Students also can work on smartphones, though their small screens 
aren’t ideal. ; More than 1.5 billion people, a fifth of the world's population, are 
being asked or ordered to stay home as new virus infections soar. The hunt for 
ventilators and other medical supplies is consuming Europe and the U.S., where 
political paralysis stalled efforts for quick aid from Congress, sending U.S. stocks 
down. New York City is quickly becoming a hot spot for the new coronavirus, and 
the mayor says hospitals are 10 days away from running out of basic supplies. 
Medical supplies and hospital space are in short supply elsewhere as well. British 
health workers pleaded for more gear, saying they felt like “cannon fodder.” ; In its 
boldest effort to protect the U.S. economy from the coronavirus, the Federal 
Reserve says it will buy as much government debt as it deems necessary and will 
also begin lending to small and large businesses and local governments to help 
them weather the crisis. The Fed's announcement removes any dollar limits from 
its plans to support the flow of credit through an economy that has been ravaged 
by the viral outbreak. The central bank's all-out effort has now gone beyond even 
the extraordinary drive it made to rescue the economy from the 2008 financial 
crisis. "The coronavirus pandemic is causing tremendous hardship across the 
United States and around the world," the Fed said in a statement. ; Federal law 
enforcement is warning that scam artists are preying on older people's fears by 
peddling fake tests for the coronavirus to Medicare recipients. The Health and 
Human Services inspector general's office says it's also seeing schemes that 
offer “Senior Care Packages” with hand sanitizer. In Florida, some seniors are 
being told falsely that President Donald Trump has mandated they get tested. It's 
all a trick to try to get people's Medicare and Social Security numbers, a form of 
identity theft. Low-income Medicaid recipients also are being targeted. Officials 
advise seniors to just hang up the phone if they get such calls. ; The World Health 
Organization says criminals are increasingly posing as WHO officials in an effort 
to swipe information or money from people during the coronavirus crisis. WHO 
says attackers are using “multiple impersonation approaches” such as fraudulent 
phone calls and phishing on email and through social media. The U.N. health 
agency said it is working to confirm and debunk such attempts and alert local 
authorities. It has set up a website to help people prevent fraud during the 
coronavirus outbreak. ; The coronavirus pandemic is leading to information 
overload for many people, often making it difficult to separate fact from fiction and 
rumor from deliberate efforts to mislead. Already, text messages have circulated 
predicting a nationwide lockdown, and social media posts have urged people to 
donate blood to get tested for coronavirus or warned that mosquitoes can carry 
the virus. All are untrue. Such falsehoods can endanger public health, sow 
confusion and fear, and prevent important information from reaching people 
during a crisis. The Associated Press has debunked many such claims, including 
one about bananas supposedly preventing spread of the virus. ; The coronavirus 
that has upended nearly every element of public life also has dramatically 
changed the way people grieve for the dead.  Ministers have closed their doors to 
funerals. Fear of quarantine has prevented families from flying in to pay their last 
respects. Cemeteries have drastically altered what they do out of fear that some 
mourners who don't know they are infected with coronavirus might infect others. 
And elderly people who have lost spouses can't hug or so much as be in the 
same room with their children and grandchildren at the exact time they need them 



most. ; On Monday, the Academy of Country Music and dick clark productions set 
a new date for the 55TH ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS. The 
ceremonies will take place on Wednesday, Sept. 16, and be broadcast starting at 
8:00 p.m. on KVAL-TV (CBS). The 55th ACM Awards honors the biggest names 
and emerging talent in the Country Music industry. The awards show will be 
hosted by reigning ACM Entertainer of the Year and 15-time ACM Award winner 
Keith Urban. This will be his first time hosting. In the meantime, a 
special television program, ACM PRESENTS: OUR COUNTRY, will be broadcast 
Sunday, April 5 at 8:00 p.m. on KVAL (CBS) Television Network, the time period 
originally slated for the 55TH ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS. The 
new special will feature at-home acoustic performances with top Country artists 
along with clips of their favorite ACM Awards moments. It will be a night filled with 
entertainment, hope and reflection, bringing the healing power of music to 
Americans at a time when they need it most. For more information, 
visit ACMcountry.com or follow the ACM Awards on social media. ; Zac Brown 
Band have given up the idea of touring this year. The band say in a statement 
they will not reschedule their "Owl" tour or "Roar with the Lions" tour that were 
canceled because of concerns over the new coronavirus. They are offering full 
refunds to ticketholders. Last week, Zac Brown announced he had let go 90 
percent of his crew of the last 15 years because he can't generate income from 
touring. There is a bit of bright news with the band, though. Guitarist Clay Cook 
tells People magazine his wife is expecting their third child this fall. He says not 
only is it the first girl for them, but the first girl in the Cook family line since the 
1930s. /  
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COVID-19: COVID-19 claimed three more lives in Oregon yesterday, raising the 
state’s death toll to eight. Officials with the Oregon Health Authority also reported 
yesterday that 18 new cases brought the state’s total to 209. But there will be at 
least one more added to this morning’s tally. Lane County Public Health officials 
learned Tuesday afternoon that a test submitted by a local medical provider came 
back positive for COVID-19. It was the fifth positive test in Lane County. Health 
officials say the patient is woman in her 40s who lives in a private residence in 
Eugene-Springfield. She is currently at home and is considered medically stable. 
Lane County health investigators are working to determine who had contact with 
her recently so those people can work with their health care provider to decide on 
next steps. If a public contact exposure point is identified, officials say that 
information will be shared with the public. Meantime, the Oregon Health Authority 
says the three deaths reported yesterday included a 78-year-old Clackamas 
County man who died on Sunday; a 63-year-old Multnomah County man who 
died on Monday; and a 90-year-old Washington County woman who also died on 
Monday. All three had underlying medical conditions. ; Lane County officials last 
night announced a new positive test for COVID-19, a 40-year-old woman they say 
is in medically stable condition and isolated at her Eugene-Springfield residence. 
No other details were available yesterday afternoon but health investigators are 
tracing those with whom she might have come in contact. That means Lane 
County now has five total “presumptive positive” coronavirus cases. A 60-year-old 
woman died earlier this month. Lane County officials say 222 people have been 
tested for COVID-19. Trained volunteers with Lane County’s non-emergency call 
center continue to answer questions seven days a week, between 8:00 a.m. and 
8:00 p.m. That number is 541-682-1380. See Lane County Public Health 
coronavirus updates here: www.lanecountyor.gov/coronavirus To see Oregon 
Health Authority updates, click here: https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-
COVID-19 ; State of Oregon officials on Tuesday created a webpage for 
employees to report instances when they feel businesses are not following social 
distancing guidelines. Workers may submit complaints about their employers 
online at https://www4.cbs.state.or.us/exs/osha/hazrep/ The reports go to 
Oregon’s Occupational Safety and Health division, which has the authority to 
enforce restrictions and keep workers safe. While a “Stay Home, Save Lives” 
order is in effect in Oregon, many businesses are allowed to remain open. They 
include grocery stores, manufacturing and construction firms and many offices. 



But to continue operating, those businesses must set up a system where workers 
are separated from one-another, as well as from clients and customers, by at 
least six feet part to help prevent the spread of the coronavirus. If a business 
cannot create that social distancing separation, it must find a way for workers to 
telecommute from home or close its doors. ; Two health centers in Lane County 
are among those receiving a share of close to $1.9 million from the federal 
government to help pay for coronavirus screening and testing needs, purchase 
medical supplies, and boost their telehealth capacity. The money, from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, comes from a Congressional 
appropriation signed by the president earlier this month. Lane County is receiving 
more than $77,000 and Eugene’s White Bird Clinic, which provides community 
medical and crisis services, is receiving more than $60,000.  ; White Bird Clinic 
and Lane County will get a portion of nearly $1.9 million awarded to Oregon by 
the federal government Tuesday to fight COVID-19. The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services awarded the money to 30 health centers in Oregon 
stemming from the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental 
Appropriations Act of 2020. The money can be used for screening and testing, 
medical supplies and boosting telehealth capacity. Lane County will get about 
$78,000. White Bird Clinic will get about $61,000. The Register-Guard spoke with 
the White Bird Clinic’s Loretta McNally, who said the money comes while they are 
short on personal protective equipment and while they are running telehealth 
services amid the pandemic and keeping open their crisis hotline. The act was 
signed into law March 6. It provides about $8.3 billion nationwide. ; Lane County 
Public Health is working on plans to create what they’re calling “emergency 
respite shelters” for people who are homeless. They say that by protecting those 
who are unhoused, it helps protect the community as a whole. They will include 
medical screening. Homeless people are among the most vulnerable to COVID-
19 because many have respiratory infections and weakened immune systems 
from harsh living conditions. They also have less access to places to wash their 
hands and take care of other basic hygiene needs. It’s one of a number of efforts 
across Oregon to provide shelter with social distancing for some of the most 
vulnerable. The intent is to slow the spread of transmission and separate those 
who appear healthy from those who are showing symptoms of COVID-19 but are 
not sick enough to warrant hospitalization. Lane County officials say they’re 
already training staff, organizing outreach teams, and finalizing locations and 
details. ; Gov. Kate Brown says she is 'gravely concerned' about Oregon's ability 
to deliver basic services over the next six months to a year because of the 
economic fallout from statewide closures and stay-at-home orders aimed at 
slowing the spread of the coronavirus. Brown said Tuesday that the state has far 
more needs than resources and the economy is "tumbling down" as thousands 
are laid off. The governor plans to call a special session of the Legislature as 
early as next week to earmark $250 million for the COVID-19 response and to 
insure there is enough money for the upcoming wildfire season. ; Gov. Kate 
Brown said Tuesday that she is “gravely concerned” about Oregon’s ability to 
deliver basic services over the next six months to a year because of the economic 
fallout from statewide closures, massive lay-offs by affected businesses and stay-
at-home orders aimed at slowing the spread of the coronavirus. Brown plans to 
call a special session of the Legislature as early as next week to earmark $250 
million for the COVID-19 response and to insure there is enough money for the 



upcoming wildfire season, she said. The full damage to Oregon’s revenue won’t 
be clear until mid-May, when the revenue forecast comes out. State lawmakers 
also have expressed concerns, saying a spike in unemployment means far less 
money coming into Oregon coffers through an income tax. A decision on whether 
to push back the state’s April 15 tax filing deadline for Oregon returns should 
come by the end of the week, she said. Brown also said Tuesday that the Oregon 
Medical Board had implemented emergency rules to make it easier for retired or 
inactive doctors and health care workers to return to the job and for volunteer-only 
doctors to resume working for pay. And those who practice out-of-state may now 
practice in Oregon without previous restrictions. The move could free up as many 
as 500 providers statewide, although it’s up to individual practitioners to decide if 
they want to go back to work, she said. Brown said there are retirees from the 
medical profession who are willing to reactivate their licenses and put their lives 
on the line to protect Oregonians. She told the state’s healthcare workers that she 
and all Oregonians are, quote, “incredibly grateful.” Oregon’s economy was 
booming before the arrival of COVID-19, with unemployment rates at record lows 
and a $1.5 billion tax surplus. That triggered Oregon’s unique “kicker” law which 
gave Oregonians a tax surplus credit that can be claimed on state income tax 
returns. One casualty of the state’s revenue woes will likely be an overhaul of the 
child welfare system, which came under fire for placing foster care children in out-
of-state facilities where they were mistreated. Recommendations on how to 
reform the system that were made in the wake of the scandal could be affected, 
Brown said. ; The White House and Senate leaders of both major political parties 
announced agreement overnight on unprecedented emergency legislation to rush 
sweeping aid to businesses, workers and a health care system slammed by the 
coronavirus pandemic. The $2 trillion pandemic response measure is the largest 
economic rescue measure in history and is intended as a weekslong or months-
long patch for an economy spiraling into recession and a nation facing a growing 
number of infections and deaths. There are more than 55-thousand COVID-19 
infections in the United States this morning and 802 deaths. The economic rescue 
package would give direct payments to most Americans, expand unemployment 
benefits and provide a $367 billion program for small businesses to keep making 
payroll while workers are forced to stay home. Its authors say the package will 
provide one-time payments of $1,200 per adult and $500 per child directly to the 
public. Democrats say the Congressional package will help replace the salaries of 
furloughed workers for four months, rather than the three months first proposed. 
Under the plan, furloughed workers would receive whatever amount a state 
usually provides for unemployment, plus a $600 per week add-on, with gig 
workers like Lyft and Uber drivers covered for the first time.  Republicans say they 
won inclusion of an “employee retention” tax credit that’s estimated to provide $50 
billion to companies that retain employees on payroll and cover 50 percent of 
workers’ paychecks. Companies would also be able to defer payment of the 6.2 
percent Social Security payroll tax. One of the last issues to be settled concerned 
$500 billion for guaranteed, subsidized loans to larger industries, including a fight 
over how generous to be with the airlines. Hospitals would receive significant 
help, as well. The rescue package will be larger than the 2008 bank bailout and 
2009 recovery act combined. Even before the deal was reached on Tuesday, 
news of the likely agreement sent the stock market rocketing. ; Republicans and 
Democrats in the US. Senate reached agreement last night on that massive $2 



trillion dollar stimulus package to shore up workers, families and businesses as 
the coronavirus takes a mounting toll on the economy. A final vote is expected 
later today. The economic rescue package would give direct payments to most 
Americans, expand unemployment benefits and provide a $367 billion program 
for small businesses to keep making payroll while workers are forced to stay 
home. Lawmakers agreed to an expansion of unemployment benefits that would 
extend unemployment insurance by 13 weeks and include a four-month 
enhancement of benefits. For the first time, workers in the gig economy, including 
delivery and ride-hailing drivers, would be included. Lawmakers also agreed to 
provide $1,200 in direct payments that would apply equally to workers with 
incomes up to $75,000 per year before phasing out and ending altogether for 
those earning more than $99,000. Families would receive an additional $500 per 
child. The agreement also includes $350 billion that would establish lending 
programs for small businesses, but only for those who keep their payrolls steady 
through the crisis and cover at least 50 percent of workers’ paychecks. Small 
businesses that pledge to keep their workers would also receive cash-flow 
assistance structured as federally guaranteed loans. If the employer continued to 
pay its workers for the duration of the crisis, those loans would be forgiven. 
Companies would also be able to defer payment of the 6.2 percent Social 
Security payroll tax. Hospitals would receive significant help. There also would be 
$500 billion for guaranteed, subsidized loans to larger industries, including 
airlines. The measure will be the third legislative action taken by Congress this 
month to address the pandemic. The rescue package will be larger than the 2008 
bank bailout and 2009 recovery act combined. News of the impending deal 
yesterday sent the stock market rocketing. ; The New York Times reports that 
after complaints from Democrats, a $500 billion fund — $425 billion for the 
Federal Reserve to leverage for loans in order to help broad groups of distressed 
companies and $75 billion for industry-specific loans — will now have far stricter 
oversight. Lawmakers said it will come in the form of an inspector general and a 
5-person panel appointed by Congress. Companies that accept money must also 
agree to halt any stock buybacks for the length of the government assistance, 
plus an additional year. Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer also said in a 
letter to Democrats that they also secured a provision that will block Trump family 
businesses — or those of other senior government officials — from receiving loan 
money under the programs. ; For most people, the new coronavirus causes mild 
or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough that clear up in two to three 
weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health 
problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia and death. The 
vast majority of people recover. The virus has caused a global pandemic that has 
sickened more than 425,000 people and killed about 19,000 worldwide. In the 
United States, more than 55,000 people have been sickened and more than 800 
have died. ; Members of the White House coronavirus task force said Tuesday 
that those who recently traveled to the New York metropolitan area should self-
quarantine for 14 days after their departure. The leader of the task force, Dr. 
Deborah Birx, said that more than half of all COVID-19 cases in the United 
States, as well as 60 percent of all new cases, are coming from the New York 
metropolitan area. Birx said the greater New York City also now accounts for one 
third of all U.S. deaths. ; Sportswear giant Nike is stepping up to provide more 
personal protective equipment to frontline medical workers. Not a lot of details 



yet. But The Oregonian and OregonLive reports officials with Beaverton-based 
Nike say they are working with Oregon Health & Science University to develop 
face shields and perhaps other safety gear. As front-line medical workers have 
pleaded for donations of essential protective gear, such as masks, gloves and 
gowns, donors big and small—from corporations to local sewing clubs—have 
offered their time, money and expertise. Last week, Nike committed more than 
$15 million to COVID-19 response efforts in Oregon. Co-founder Phil Knight and 
his wife, Penny, along with executive chairman of the board Mark Parker and his 
wife, Kathy, and president and CEO John Donahoe and his wife, Eileen, are 
personally donating a combined $10 million. The individual donations from the 
executives are being disbursed through the Oregon Food Bank network, the 
Oregon Community Recovery Fund, and the Oregon Health & Science University. 
Nike previously donated $1.4 million in January to support frontline workers with 
supplies and equipment to treat coronavirus patients in China. ; Across America, 
many distilleries are working to convert at least some of their capacity to 
producing hand sanitizers. Here in Lane County, The Register-Guard reports 
distillers Swallowtail and Thinking Tree are working to ramp up production of hand 
sanitizer for first responders and medical personnel. Swallowtail is partnering with 
Eugene-based Western Shelter Systems, which distributes critical emergency 
supplies across the country and is working with a number of distilleries to fill 
orders for tens of thousands if not hundreds of thousands of gallons of sanitizer. ; 
Northwest-based Heritage Distilling Company says it’s completed its first batches 
of sanitizer and put 750 milliliter bottles for sale in Washington state. It hopes to 
bring public sales to Eugene in the near future. The slightly milky white hand 
sanitizer looks like a bottle of spirits—save for the label with the large letters 
spelling “Hand & Surface Sanitizer” and with an image of a first-aid cross below 
them. When it comes available, the sanitizer will be priced at $15 per bottle with a 
limit of two per customer. But the sanitizer that Heritage already has for sale in 
hard-hit Washington state is being sold for half-price to front-line first responders 
and health care providers for $7.50 per bottle. ; Pacific Power is the latest 
Northwest utility to announce it will suspend power shutoffs during the COVID-19 
public health emergency. The company also will continue to suspend late 
payment fees and disconnections for non-payment. Pacific Power serves nearly 2 
million customers in six states, including Oregon. Under the state’s new “Stay 
Home” order, utility employees, along with other essential critical infrastructure 
workers, are exempted while performing job duties. In most cases, those workers 
will be in vehicles with utility logos and carry ID badges. But if you’re concerned 
someone might not be who they say they are, do not let them into your home until 
after you’ve contacted your utility to verify their identity. ; Last week, Douglas 
County Health officials held a series of drive-up coronavirus testing clinics, 
modeled on their flu vaccine clinics of recent years. It took place at the Douglas 
County fairgrounds south of Roseburg, where teams tested 52 people over two 
days. The patients had been referred by their health care providers. But it’s taking 
a while to get the results. Douglas County health officials said yesterday six 
people have tested negative, but the results of the remaining 46 tests are 
pending. Another drive-up clinic took place yesterday in Roseburg, with 45 people 
scheduled to be tested. ; Some innovative efforts to get food to some of Oregon’s 
most vulnerable. Douglas County officials say more than three dozen of their idled 
workers are being reassigned to help deliver meals to homebound seniors. In all, 



37 employees from Douglas County’s Public Works department, the Douglas 
County Fairgrounds, and its Assessor’s Office are assisting Senior Services on 
the meal delivery effort that serves an estimated 300-500 people. The workers 
also are helping to operate seven senior dining sites in Yoncalla, Glide, Glendale, 
Sutherlin, Riddle, Winston and Reedsport. The sites have been converted from 
dining rooms to a drive-up senior meal service this week to avoid the risk of 
spreading infection. If you know a senior or you are a senior that needs 
assistance, please log onto: www.recovers.org or call Douglas County Senior 
Services at (541) 440-3677 for more information. ; Crater Lake National Park, 
Mount Rainier and several other national park sites across the Pacific Northwest 
have temporarily closed to the public because of the coronavirus outbreak. It 
came after a weekend that saw visitors crowding many popular spots, ignoring 
social distancing guidelines. Other park closures in Oregon include the Lewis and 
Clark National Historical Park and John Day Fossil Beds. In Washington, North 
Cascades National Park shut campgrounds and facilities, as well as some 
trailheads and access roads. Park officials said rangers will remain at the parks to 
enforce the closure and protect the parks. ; The decision to postpone the 2020 
Summer Olympics because of the coronavirus outbreak could have a ripple effect 
on other major events. Notably, the 2021 world championships for track and 
swimming. The International Olympic Committee has yet to set a new date for the 
Tokyo Games other than no later than the summer of 2021. The postponement of 
the Olympics for one year will also lead to the postponement of the 2020 U.S. 
Olympic Track & Field Trials, as well as the 2021 World Outdoor Track & Field 
Championships. Both meets were set to take place at the new Hayward Field, 
where a two-year, $200 million rebuild is nearing completion. Michael Reilly, CEO 
of TrackTown USA, the Olympic Trials local organizing committee, told The 
Register-Guard his team is already working with USA Track & Field and the U.S. 
Olympic & Paralympic Committee on rescheduling the meet for 2021. Reilly also 
organizers are working on the policies and procedures for ticket customers to 
either retain their tickets for a rescheduled date or to request a refund. As for the 
world championships, World Athletics, the international track and field governing 
body previously known as the IAAF, released a statement on Tuesday declaring 
itself ready to work with the IOC on an alternative date for the Olympics in 2021, 
as well as its intent to keep the next world championships in Eugene. ; The White 
House and Senate leaders of both major political parties have agreed on an 
unprecedented $2 trillion measure to rush aid to businesses, workers and a 
health care system slammed by the coronavirus pandemic. The urgently needed 
pandemic response measure is the largest economic rescue measure in history. 
It's intended as a weekslong or months-long patch for an economy spiraling into 
recession and a nation facing a potentially ghastly toll. A top White House aide 
announced the agreement in a Capitol hallway overnight. The deal caps days of 
often intense haggling and mounting pressure. Some of the final language in the 
Congressional package needs to be finalized this morning ahead of a final vote. ; 
As virus deaths accelerated yesteday in the U.S., President Trump went against 
the advice of scientists and top health experts, saying he wants to reopen the 
country and restart its ailing economy in weeks, not months. Meanwhile, some 
experts don’t rule out a downturn in the United States that rivals the magnitude of 
the 1930s Depression. It came as New York Governor Andrew Cuomo warned 
Tuesday that hospitals in America's infection hot spot are about to get hit by a 



“bullet train." ; Members of the White House coronavirus task force said Tuesday 
that those who recently traveled to the New York metropolitan area should self-
quarantine for 14 days after their departure. The leader of the task force, Dr. 
Deborah Birx, said that more than half of all COVID-19 cases in the United 
States, as well as 60 percent of all new cases, are coming from the New York 
metropolitan area. Birx said the greater New York City also now accounts for one 
third of all U.S. deaths. ; One of the nation’s biggest health insures is waiving 
patient payments for hospital stays tied to the coronavirus. CVS Health’s Aetna 
said Wednesday that many of its customers will not have to make co-payments or 
other forms of cost sharing if they wind up admitted to a hospital in the insurer’s 
provider network. The move could save those patients thousands of dollars, 
depending on their coverage. The waiver lasts through June 1. It applies to the 
insurer’s 3.6 million customers who have fully insured coverage, which is usually 
offered through a small business. ; The pharmaceutical giant that makes a 
promising coronavirus drug has registered it as a rare disease treatment with U.S. 
regulators. The status can be worth millions of dollars in tax breaks and 
competition-free sales. Experts who have studied the so-called “orphan drug” 
program say Gilead Science's request — and the Food and Drug Administration's 
decision to grant it Monday — seem inappropriate given the rapidly expanding 
threat of the outbreak. But an analyst calls the filing “pretty standard.” Gilead did 
not immediately respond to requests for comment Tuesday. The FDA said the 
disease fits the criteria for a rare disease at this point. ; Hospitals are gearing up 
to test if a century-old treatment used to fight off pre-vaccine epidemics of flu, 
measles and other infections might work for COVID-19, too — using blood 
donated from patients who've recovered. Doctors in China attempted the first 
treatments using infusions of donated plasma. Now U.S. hospitals are seeking 
government permission for formal studies to test antibody-rich plasma in the sick. 
They also want to test if the infusions could offer offer temporary, vaccine-like 
protection to people at high risk, such as hospital workers. History suggests it 
could work but there's no guarantee. ; Yesterday, officials said close to 15,000 
people in New York City had been diagnosed with COVID-19, accounting for 
more than half the cases in the hardest-hit state in the nation. More than 2,800 
people in the city were hospitalized — double the figure from three days earlier — 
and more than 600 were being treated in intensive care. The death toll rose to 
192, and officials from the governor on down warned it will get worse before it 
gets better. New York City’s hospitals have become the war-zone-like epicenter of 
the nation’s coronavirus crisis. Faced with an infection rate that is five times that 
of the rest of the country, health workers are putting themselves at risk to fight a 
tide of sickness that’s getting worse by the day amid a shortage of needed 
supplies and promises of help from the federal government that have yet to fully 
materialize. Doctors, nurses and staff at New York City hospitals say every day 
brings a “cacophony of coughing” in packed emergency rooms. Beds are 
squeezed in wherever there is space. Overworked, sleep-deprived doctors and 
nurses are rationing their face masks—one a day—and worry about a dwindling 
number of available ventilators. Federal officials say they sent 400 ventilators and 
more are on the way. But New York Governor Andrew Cuomo warned the state 
might need 30,000 and said outbreaks of the disease are accelerating. He points 
to projections that predict his state could be two weeks away from seeing 40,000 
people in intensive care. Such a surge would overwhelm New York’s hospitals, 



which now have just 3,000 intensive care unit beds statewide. ; People are 
banding together to sew face masks for hospitals running desperately short of 
personal protective equipment as the coronavirus pandemic intensifies. Hospitals 
and health care workers say the do-it-yourself face masks are a last resort but 
better than nothing. And those sitting at home worrying as the virus strains 
hospitals and the economy teeters say sewing masks makes them feel less 
helpless. Efforts in the U.S. mirror those happening around the world, including 
Belgium and Spain where volunteers are sewing masks and making other 
protective equipment for health care workers as confirmed infections continue to 
rise. ; Federal officials yesterday announced $250 million in grants to help 
communities provide meals for older adults. Oregon received a grant for 
$3,204,486. The senior meals programs provide essential nutrition to more than 
2.4 million older adults each year, both through home delivery and in places like 
community centers. The need for these services, particularly home-delivered and 
packaged meals, has increased as community measures to slow transmission of 
COVID-19 have closed meal sites and have left many family caregivers unable to 
assist their older loved ones. ; Low-income families still need food. Homeless 
people need beds. And those puppies in the animal shelter still need walks. For 
decades, American nonprofits have relied on a cadre of volunteers who — quite 
suddenly — aren’t able to show up. With millions staying home during the 
coronavirus pandemic, charities that help the country’s neediest are struggling to 
offer increasingly critical services. Food banks rely on volunteers more than any 
other nonprofit. They are facing growing lines of hungry Americans at a time when 
fewer people can cook and serve them. ; Families across the country and the 
world are hunkering down at home during these days of isolation. That means 
another danger that's less obvious than the coronavirus — a potential spike in 
domestic violence. It's a time when victims are spending day and night trapped at 
home with their abusers. They've got no idea when it will end, and fewer ways to 
ask for help. In cities and towns everywhere, concern is high and meaningful 
numbers are hard to come by. ; The coronavirus pandemic can be a challenge for 
people who already have anxiety issues, especially those who aren't getting 
treatment. Some providers say treatment can be tricky when public health 
recommendations to keep a distance from others or to wash one's hands 
frequently encounter people who do those things excessively. At a time of social 
distancing, experts encourage using phone calls or online meetings to keep up 
connections with people. And providers themselves are moving individual and 
group therapy sessions online. Research shows that can be as effective as 
treating people in person. ; Spain has now the world’s second-highest tally of 
coronavirus deaths after 738 more were reported today. It was the country's 
deadliest toll in one day.  With 3,434 deaths of coronavirus patients, Spain 
surpassed China’s toll of 3,285 dead. Italy still has the most deaths of any nation 
in the world with 6,820 dying from the pandemic that is sweeping the world. 
Infections in Spain also rose 20% from a day earlier to 47,610. Meanwhile in 
Britain, Prince Charles, the heir to the British throne, has tested positive for the 
new coronavirus. In India, the world's largest democracy is under the world's 
biggest lockdown, with 1.3 billion people ordered to stay home to stop the 
coronavirus. / HEALTH, SAFETY: U.S. Food and Drug Administration is alerting 
patients, caregivers and health care professionals that EpiPen 0.3 mg and EpiPen 
Jr 0.15 mg Auto-Injectors, and the authorized generic versions, might potentially 



have delayed injection or be prevented from properly injecting due to issues with 
the blue safety release or user errors. That's alarming news for those who rely on 
the small devices for immediate relief during potentially severe anaphylactic 
reactions. See the full alert here: https://bit.ly/33JS0tu / SPORTS, EDUCATION: 
Payton Pritchard became Oregon’s first consensus first team All-American in 80 
years after being named to the National Association of Basketball Coaches’ All-
America first team on Tuesday. The West Linn, Oregon, native said, “It’s a great 
feeling knowing that my hard work paid off but I couldn’t have done it without my 
teammates and coaches. He added, “You don’t get these awards without having 
a winning team around you.” Pritchard also was a first team selection by the 
Associated Press and the Sporting News, and a second team pick by the United 
States Basketball Writers Association. Prior to Pritchard, the last Duck named a 
consensus All-American was John Dick in 1940. Dick led Oregon to the 1939 
NCAA Championship. Pritchard is the sixth consensus first team All-American in 
program history. Since 1940, four Ducks have garnered second team consensus 
All-America status, Ron Lee in 1975, Greg Ballard in 1978, Luke Jackson in 2004 
and Dillon Brooks in 2017. The 2020 Pac-12 Player of the Year, Pritchard was 
one of just three players nationally to average at least 20 points, four rebounds 
and five assists per game. Pritchard also led the league with 88 three-pointers 
and was one of just four players nationally who led his conference in both scoring 
(20.5 points per game) and assists (5.6 per game). Pritchard also is one of five 
national finalists for both the Naismith Trophy and the Bob Cousy Point Guard of 
the Year Award. He is one of 15 student-athletes on the Wooden Award National 
Ballot and one of 12 midseason finalists for the Oscar Robertson Trophy. He is 
the only player in Pac-12 history with 1,900 career points, 600 career assists and 
500 career rebounds. /  
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(TB-Various) - If you’re out of a job and suddenly struggling to make ends meet, 
you should know about some benefits for which you now might qualify. The 
Oregon Employment Department has created a special coronavirus webpage for 
workers looking to file for unemployment benefits, temporary rules for employers 
and more. https://www.oregon.gov/employ/Pages/COVID-19.aspx ; The Oregon 
Department of Revenue is extending personal and corporate income tax 
deadlines from April 15 to July 15, aligning with last week’s decision by federal 
officials. Visit www.oregon.gov/dor to get forms, check the status of your refund, 
or make payments. You may call 503-378-4988 or 800-356-4222 (toll-free) or 
email questions.dor@oregon.gov for additional assistance. ; Struggling to pay 
your insurance premiums during the economic downturn? The Oregon 
Department of Consumer and Business Services yesterday issued a temporary 
emergency order in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. It requires all insurance 
companies to extend grace periods for premium payments, postpone policy 
cancellations and non-renewals, and extend deadlines for reporting claims. Visit 
the department’s website at https://dfr.oregon.gov ; Snap, the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, offers nutrition assistance to eligible individuals and 
families. You can learn more on the Oregon Department of Human Services 
website about whether you’re eligible for SNAP and apply online to help keep 
food on the table. Oregon’s governor also ordered temporary changes to the 
state’s child-care benefits, including eliminating co-pays for eligible families; 
providing access to more families by increasing the income limits; and ensuring 
child-care providers are able to continue to receive payments from the 
Department of Human Services, even if children are unable to attend or if they 
have to temporarily shut down because of state directives. Oregon’s Department 
of Human Services COVID-19 webpage has information on applying for both the 
SNAP and child care assistance at https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/COVID-
19/Pages/Home.aspx ; Oregon’s WIC program—previously the Women, Infants 
and Children program—offers access to healthy food, nutrition education and 
breastfeeding support, along with connections to community resources. WIC 
serves pregnant, postpartum or breastfeeding women, and children under age 5. 
But dads, grandparents, foster parents or other guardians also may apply for WIC 
for their children. Go to 
https://www.oregon.gov/OHA/PH/HealthyPeopleFamilies/wic/pages/index.aspx to 
fill out a “WIC Interest Form” and see whether you’re eligible for benefits. ; You 



might qualify for health coverage through the Oregon Health Plan. OHP is our 
state’s Medicaid program, offering free health care to anyone who qualifies. 
Eligibility is based on monthly income and other requirements. That means you 
may qualify for OHP now, even if you have been denied in the past. The best way 
to see if you qualify is to apply. Go to 
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/hsd/ohp/pages/index.aspx ; Governor Kate Brown on 
Sunday banned residential evictions during the virus outbreak and said work also 
is underway to provide relief to landlords. Learn more at 
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-11.pdf ; Utilities 
have enhanced their subsidies to low-income customers, and many say they will 
not disconnect electrical or water service during the coronavirus crisis. 
Additionally, many customers with residential or commercial energy-efficiency 
loans are being allowed to defer those loan payments short-term. Contact your 
utility for details. ; Veterans: Your VA benefits continue uninterrupted during the 
coronavirus slowdowns and closures. 
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5403 ; A reminder that 
information on the governor’s “Stay Homes, Save Lives” executive order may be 
found here 
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=36240 and 
here https://govsite-
assets.s3.amazonaws.com/jkAULYKcSh6DoDF8wBM0_EO%2020-12.pdf ; Two 
more Oregonians have died from COVID-19, raising the state’s death toll to eight. 
They were an 80-year-old Clackamas County woman and a 73-year-old Marion 
County woman. Both died on Monday and had underlying health conditions. 
Officials with the Oregon Health Authority also reported 57 new cases of COVID-
19 yesterday morning, bringing the state total to 266. The largest clusters of new 
cases are in Washington County, with 20 presumptive positive tests announced 
yesterday. Statewide over the past few weeks, 75 COVID-19 patients have been 
hospitalized at some point during their illness. A new breakdown from the Oregon 
Health Authority indicates that while 116 of the state’s 266 diagnosed cases (43 
percent) have been among people ages 60 and older, 129 are among adults ages 
30 to 59  (48 percent). Fifteen positive tests have been recorded among people in 
their 20s and there have been five confirmed cases among those ages 19 and 
younger. ; There are two new cases of COVID-19 in Lane County. Public Health 
officials say they learned yesterday afternoon that a woman in her 60s and a man 
in his 30s both tested positive. Both are self-isolating at home and considered 
medically stable. That bring the total number of cases in our county to seven. One 
person died earlier this month. Health investigators believe the woman’s case is 
related to domestic travel. They have not determined a possible transmission 
source for the man. Officials say they are working to track and notify anyone who 
might have had close contact with the two patients and if a “public exposure point” 
is identified, they will share those details. ; Members of Oregon’s Congressional 
delegation sent a letter to the president yesterday, supporting Governor Kate 
Brown’s request for a federal disaster declaration for our state. The bipartisan 
letter comes amid concerns of the virus’ rapid spread along the West Coast and 
this week’s surge in Oregon cases of COVID-19. Yesterday, state officials said 
there were 57 new positive tests, bringing the total to 266 patients. That includes 
two newly announced deaths, which puts Oregon’s death toll at ten. Lane County 
yesterday afternoon announced two new cases—our sixth and seventh—



involving a woman in her 60s and a man in his 30s. Both are considered 
medically stable and are self-isolating at their residences. ;  

 How bad is the shortage of personal protective equipment for doctors and nurses 
treating COVID-19 patients? The Oregonian and OregonLive reports it’s so bad 
that the state’s emergency stockpile, which state and health care leaders hoped 
would give them some breathing room, is fast running out. Officials say the state 
has already handed over all of its stockpiled medical gowns, 95 percent of the 
emergency store of face shields, and more than 80 percent of the N-95 respirator 
masks it has saved in state warehouses. All of this comes as the expected surge 
in COVID-19 cases is still a few weeks away. The state’s emergency supply is 
intended to augment sources already on-hand at hospitals and through 
commercial and private sources. And it was not a small stockpile. Ahead of this 
public health crisis, officials say they had more than 500,000 N-95 respirators on-
hand. Virtually every major hospital and health system in the state now warns it is 
running low on critical protective gear for its front-line workers. They are 
continuing appeals for donations. ; It was anticipated and now it’s official. The 
Oregon Department of Revenue yesterday announced it is extending personal 
and corporate income tax deadlines from April 15 to July 15. That matches last 
week’s decision by federal officials. Here’s a summary of from the Oregon 
Department of Revenue: The Oregon return filing due date for tax year 2019 is 
automatically extended from April 15, 2020 to July 15, 2020. The Oregon tax 
payment deadline for payments due with the 2019 tax year return is automatically 
extended to July 15, 2020. Estimated tax payments for tax year 2020 are not 
extended. The tax year 2019 six-month extension to file, if requested, continues 
to extend only the filing deadline until October 15, 2020. Taxpayers do not need 
to file any additional forms or call us to qualify for this automatic Oregon tax filing 
and payment extension. If you have questions about your personal income tax, 
contact questions.dor@oregon.gov For corporate income/excise taxpayers: The 
Oregon return filing due date for tax year 2019 is automatically extended from 



May 15, 2020 until July 15, 2020. Returns due after May 15, 2020 are not 
extended at this time. The Oregon tax payment deadline for payments due with 
the 2019 return by May 15, 2020 is automatically extended to July 15, 2020. 
Payments for returns due after May 15, 2020 are not extended at this time. 
Estimated tax payments for tax year 2020 are not extended. Taxpayers do not 
need to file any additional forms or call us to qualify for this automatic Oregon tax 
filing and payment extension. Interest and penalties: Because of the extension of 
the due dates for filing returns and making payments, any interest and penalties 
with respect to Oregon tax filings and payments extended by this order begin 
accruing on July 16, 2020. No automatic extension is provided in this order for the 
payment or deposit of any other type of Oregon tax or for the filing of Oregon 
information returns. Taxpayers may find resources such as forms and 
publications, information on filing as an individual or business, and helpful tools—
such as Where’s My Refund and What’s My Kicker—on the Department of 
Revenue webpage. You also may keep up to date with the latest developments 
and news surrounding impacts of COVID-19 to your taxes at 
www.oregon.gov/dor/ Visit www.oregon.gov/dor to get forms, check the status of 
your refund, or make payments. You can call 503-378-4988 or 800-356-4222 (toll-
free). Or email questions.dor@oregon.gov for additional assistance. For TTY for 
hearing- or speech-impaired, call 800-886-7204. ; Struggling to pay your 
insurance premiums during the economic downturn? The Oregon Department of 
Consumer and Business Services yesterday issued a temporary emergency order 
in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. It requires all insurance companies to 
extend grace periods for premium payments, postpone policy cancellations and 
non-renewals, and extend deadlines for reporting claims. Regulators say the 
COVID-19 outbreak has caused widespread business closures, job losses, and 
social distancing measures. That’s created a severe disruption to business in the 
state includes some Oregonians’ ability to make insurance premium payments, 
report claims, and communicate with their insurance companies. Many of our 
insurers have already stepped up and done the right thing by creating grace 
periods for premium payment due dates. State officials say this order will ensure 
every Oregonian who needs it has relief from their insurance policy terms, giving 
them a measure of security and stability. Insurance companies must take steps 
immediately to do the following until the order is no longer in effect: Institute a 
grace period for premium payments on all insurance policies issued in the state; 
Suspend all cancellations and non-renewals for active insurance policies; Extend 
all deadlines for consumers to report claims and communicate about claims; 
Provide consumers the ability to make premium payments and report claims while 
maintaining safe social distancing standards. The order is effective immediately 
and will be in force through at least April 23. If necessary, the department may 
extend the duration of this temporary order. If Oregonians have questions or 
concerns about their insurance company or agent, they can contact the 
department’s advocacy team at 888-877-4894 (toll free) or visit dfr.oregon.gov for 
more information or to file a complaint. For insurance and financial services 
information related to COVID-19, visit the department’s website: 
https://dfr.oregon.gov/insure/health/understand/Pages/coronavirus.aspx ; Across 
the country and here in Oregon, major grocery chains, home improvement stores 
and other retailers are making changes to better protect their workers and 
customers from the coronavirus. Many stores are installing clear plexiglass 



“sneeze guards” between check-out clerks and customers. Others are placing 
social distancing signs at entries and throughout their stores and adding floor 
decals in checkout lines to ensure customers stand six feet apart. ; Across the 
country, the call is going out for retired and other current and former medical 
professionals to volunteer. They’re part of a nationwide Medical Reserve Corps 
that includes Oregon’s Emergency Registry of Volunteers, who are part of the 
SERV-OR program. Volunteers might be asked to staff the Oregon Medical 
Station; help maintain a sterile healthcare environment; operate an information 
hotline; assist with the mass dispensing of medications; or provide support to a 
state or local operations or call center. Volunteers may join the State Managed 
Volunteer Pool for statewide deployments or their local Medical Reserve Corps 
unit to help with the local response. The health care workforce is a critical 
resource in the response to COVID-19. We encourage health professionals to 
volunteer in the fight against the virus. If you have ever thought about 
volunteering your time, energy and medical skills to a worthwhile and potentially 
life-saving cause, the Oregon Health Authority, fellow health professionals and 
systems, and all Oregonians could use your help. Register at SERV-OR.org and 
learn more at SERV-OR’s frequently asked questions page. People who are not 
medically licensed are encouraged to visit Oregon Emergency Management’s 
COVID-19 information page and complete the survey for finding other volunteer 
opportunities.: 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6c96b225a8424992b56e59400a30dab4 ; 
For most people, the coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such 
as fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. For some, especially older 
adults and people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness, 
including pneumonia, or death. In the United States, more than 69,000 people 
have been sickened and more than 1,000 have died. ; A record-high number of 
people, 3.3 million, applied for unemployment benefits last week as layoffs 
engulfed the United States in the face of a near-total economic shutdown caused 
by the coronavirus. That’s quadruple the previous record. The U.S. Department of 
Labor reports the surge in weekly applications for benefits far exceeded the 
previous record set in 1982 and is around 12 times as many as the previous 
week. Analysts say layoffs are sure to accelerate as the U.S. economy sinks into 
what most economists expect to be deep and painful recession. Revenue has 
collapsed at restaurants, hotels, movie theaters, gyms and airlines. Auto sales are 
plummeting, and car makers have close factories. Most U.S. employers report 
facing pressure to meet face loan payments and other fixed costs, forcing them to 
cut jobs to save money. There now are more suddenly jobless Americans than 
during the Great Recession — and more than in the aftermath of major natural 
disasters such as hurricanes, fires and floods. Restaurants, hotels, airlines, 
automakers and entertainment venues all have been hit hard as cities, states and 
entire countries ordered the closure of non-essential businesses and directed 
residents to remain at home. The goal is to prevent the spread of the new 
coronavirus. For most people, it causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. But for some, especially 
older adults and people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe 
illness, including pneumonia and death. Virus precautions have affected the 
worldwide economy. Companies in Europe are laying off workers at the fastest 
pace since the global financial crisis in 2009, according to surveys of business 



managers. In Labor Department records dating to 1967, the largest seasonally 
adjusted one-week number of new unemployment insurance claims was 695,000 
in October 1982, when the national unemployment rate was around 10%. Before 
coronavirus concerns escalated this month, the U.S. unemployment rate had 
been at a 50-year-low of 3.5%. Workers may seek unemployment benefits from 
their home state immediately after losing their jobs. But it typically takes two to 
three weeks before they receive any money, because state agencies first have to 
contact their former employers to verify their work history and then calculate the 
amount of their weekly benefits based on their previous wages. That wait could 
last longer because of the sudden spike in unemployment claims, which are 
creating record processing backlogs. Until last week, many state unemployment 
agencies had been staffed to handle a comparative trickle of claims. Now they are 
scrambling to add workers to handle the influx. Many recently unemployed 
workers have reported frustrations with jammed phone lines and overloaded 
internet sites as they try to apply for unemployment aid. Legislation signed last 
week by President Trump could distribute $1 billion among states to help with the 
administration of unemployment claims. But it could take a while for that money to 
reach the states. ; The U.S. Senate has passed an unparalleled $2.2 trillion 
economic rescue package steering aid to businesses, workers and health care 
systems engulfed by the coronavirus pandemic. The 880-page measure is the 
largest economic relief bill in U.S. history. The unanimous vote late Wednesday 
came despite misgivings on both sides about whether it goes too far or not far 
enough. The House is expected to vote on it tomorrow, sending it to the president 
for his signature. Last night’s Senate vote caps days of difficult negotiations as 
Washington, D.C., confronted a national challenge unlike any it has ever faced. 
The package is intended as relief for an economy spiraling into recession or 
worse and a nation facing a grim toll from an infection that's killed nearly more 
than 22,000 people worldwide. ; The Senate passed an unparalleled $2.2 trillion 
economic rescue package steering aid to businesses, workers and health care 
systems engulfed by the coronavirus pandemic. The House is expected to pass it 
Friday. The unanimous vote Wednesday came despite misgivings on both sides 
about whether it goes too far or not far enough and capped days of difficult 
negotiations as Washington, D.C., confronted a national challenge unlike it has 
ever faced. The 880-page measure is the largest economic relief bill in U.S. 
history. Majority Leader Mitch McConnell appeared somber and exhausted as he 
announced the vote — and he released senators from the nation’s Capitol until 
April 20, though he promised to recall them if needed. Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer noted passage came as the nation’s health care system struggled to 
care for the sick, growing numbers of workers were losing their jobs, and more 
businesses and factories fell idle. The package is intended as relief for an 
economy spiraling into recession or worse and a nation facing a grim toll from an 
infection that's killed more than 22,000 people worldwide. Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin, asked how long the aid would keep the economy afloat, said: 
“We’ve anticipated three months. Hopefully, we won’t need this for three months." 
Underscoring the effort's sheer magnitude, the bill finances a response with a 
price tag that equals half the size of the entire $4 trillion-plus annual federal 
budget. The $2.2 trillion estimate is the White House's best guess. Insistently 
optimistic, President Trump said of the greatest public health emergency in 
anyone's lifetime, "I don’t think it’s going to end up being such a rough patch" and 



anticipated the economy soaring “like a rocket ship” when it's over. The drive by 
leaders to speed the bill through the Senate was slowed as four conservative 
Republican senators from states whose economies are dominated by low-wage 
jobs demanded changes, saying the legislation as written might give workers like 
store clerks incentives to stay on unemployment instead of return to their jobs 
since they may earn more money if they're laid off than if they're working. They 
settled for a failed vote to modify the provision. Other objections floated in from 
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who said the effort does not go far enough to 
shore up hospitals and health care. ; House Speaker Nancy Pelosi says the 
massive $2.2 trillion coronavirus economic relief bill approved by the Senate will 
pass the House on Friday with “strong bipartisan support.” Pelosi spoke to 
reporters at the Capitol on Thursday a day after the Senate unanimously 
approved the measure. The Senate passed a mammoth $2.2 trillion economic 
rescue package steering aid to businesses, workers and health care systems 
engulfed by the coronavirus pandemic, an unprecedented response amid record 
new jobless claims and mounting evidence that the economy is in a recession. 
The unanimous Senate vote late Wednesday came despite misgivings on both 
sides about whether it goes too far or not far enough and capped days of difficult 
negotiations as Washington confronted a national challenge unlike it has ever 
faced. Thursday brought grim economic news as the government reported 3.3 
million new weekly unemployment claims, four times the previous record, fresh 
evidence that the U.S. is sinking into recession as coronavirus isolation steps 
have led to business closures. The measure is set for House passage on Friday 
and President Trump's immediate signature. The 880-page measure is the largest 
economic relief bill in U.S. history. Majority Leader Mitch McConnell appeared 
somber and exhausted as he announced the vote — and he released senators 
from Washington until April 20, though he promised to recall them if needed. The 
package is intended as relief for a sinking economy and a nation facing a grim toll 
from an infection that's killed more than 21,000 people worldwide. Underscoring 
the effort's sheer magnitude, the bill finances a response with a price tag that 
equals half the size of the entire $4 trillion-plus annual federal budget. The $2.2 
trillion estimate is the White House's best guess. The drive by leaders to speed 
the bill through the Senate was Wednesday slowed as four conservative 
Republican senators from states whose economies are dominated by low-wage 
jobs demanded changes, saying the legislation as written was so generous that 
workers like store clerks might opt to stay on unemployment instead of return to 
their jobs. They settled for a failed vote to modify the provision. Wednesday's 
delays followed Democratic stalling tactics earlier in the week as Schumer held 
out for additional funding for states and hospitals and other provisions. The 
sprawling measure is the third coronavirus response bill produced by Congress 
and by far the largest. It builds on efforts focused on vaccines and emergency 
response, sick and family medical leave for workers and food aid. Senate 
passage delivered the legislation to the Democratic-controlled House, which is 
expected to pass it Friday. House members are scattered around the country. 
House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, D-Md., said the measure would pass by 
voice vote without lawmakers having to return to Washington. The package would 
give direct payments to most Americans, expand unemployment benefits and 
provide a $367 billion program for small businesses to keep making payroll while 
workers are forced to stay home. It includes a heavily negotiated $500 billion 



program for guaranteed, subsidized loans to larger industries, including airlines. 
Hospitals would get significant help as well. Six days of arduous talks produced 
the bill, creating tensions among Congress' top leaders, who each took care to 
tend to party politics as they maneuvered and battled over crafting the legislation. 
But failure was not an option. The bill would provide one-time direct payments to 
Americans of $1,200 per adult making up to $75,000 a year and $2,400 to a 
married couple making up to $150,000, with $500 payments per child. A huge 
cash infusion for hospitals expecting a flood of COVID-19 patients grew during 
the talks to an estimated $130 billion. Another $45 billion would fund additional 
relief through the Federal Emergency Management Agency for local response 
efforts and community services. Democrats said the package would help replace 
the salaries of furloughed workers for four months, rather than the three months 
first proposed. Furloughed workers would get whatever amount a state usually 
provides for unemployment, plus a $600-per-week add-on, with gig workers like 
Uber drivers covered for the first time. Businesses controlled by members of 
Congress and top administration officials, including Trump and his immediate 
family members, would be ineligible for the bill's business assistance. Schumer 
boasted of negotiating wins for transit systems, hospitals and cash-hungry state 
governments that were cemented after Democrats blocked the measure in votes 
held Sunday and Monday. But New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said the Senate 
package would send less than $4 billion to New York, far short of his estimate that 
the crisis will cost his state up to $15 billion over the next year. More than 280 
New Yorkers have died from the virus, a death toll more than double that of any 
other state. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was a force behind $400 million in 
grants to states to expand voting by mail and other steps that Democrats billed as 
making voting safer but Republican critics called political opportunism. The 
package also contains $15.5 billion more for a surge in demand for food stamps 
as part of a massive $330 billion title for agency operations. State and local 
authorities would receive up to $150 billion in grants to fight the virus, care for 
their residents and provide basic services. Republicans won inclusion of an 
employee retention tax credit that's estimated to provide $50 billion to companies 
that retain employees on payroll and cover 50% of workers' paycheck up to 
$10,000. Companies would also be able to defer payment of the 6.2% Social 
Security payroll tax. For most people, the new coronavirus causes mild or 
moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. 
For some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can 
cause more severe illness, including pneumonia, or death. In the United States, 
more than 69,000 people have been sickened and more than 1,000 have died. ; 
Oregon U.S. Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley say the third federal relief 
package to address the coronavirus crisis will contain major provisions to help 
families, businesses, and health care providers struggling with the fallout of the 
global pandemic. A news release from Merkley’s office notes the $2 trillion 
economic rescue package will include: Checks of $1200 per adult and $500 per 
child to most working and middle-class Americans; $350 billion in fully forgivable 
loans to small businesses; $150 billion to support a surge in the health care 
system; and an additional $600 per week in unemployment benefits, and an 
expansion of the program to cover part-time workers, gig workers, the self-
employed, and contractors; $150 billion to provide stability to state, local, and 
tribal governments to maintain health, education, and other services in the face of 



collapsing tax revenue; $30.75 billion to help local school systems and higher 
education institutions continue to provide educational services to their students. 
More than $7 billion for affordable housing and homelessness assistance 
programs to help low-income and working-class Americans avoid evictions. $3.5 
billion to provide child care assistance to health care sector employees, 
emergency responders, sanitation workers, and other workers deemed essential 
during the response to the coronavirus. The deal also includes legislation 
authored by Merkley and Senator Richard Burr (R-NC) to authorize an investment 
of $255 million per year to support nurses who are on the frontline fighting the 
coronavirus. The news release from Wyden’s office highlights: $55 billion 
increase in the Marshall Plan for our Health Care System. $150 billion for a state 
and local Coronavirus Relief fund, including $8 billion for a separate tribal relief 
fund. $10 billion for SBA emergency grants of up to $10,000 to provide immediate 
relief for small business operating costs. $350 billion for new small business loans 
up to $10 million, specifically aimed at prioritizing small businesses in 
underserved and rural markets and those owned by economically disadvantaged 
individuals and women. $30 billion in emergency education funding and $25 
billion in emergency transit funding. $30 billion for the Disaster Relief Fund to 
provide financial assistance to state, local, tribal, and territorial governments, as 
well as private nonprofits providing critical and essential services. More than $10 
billion for the Indian Health Services, and other tribal programs. Prohibition on 
businesses controlled by the President, Vice President, Members of Congress, 
and heads of Executive Departments from receiving loans or investments from 
Treasury programs. Make rent, mortgage and utility costs eligible for SBA loan 
forgiveness. Ban on stock buybacks for the term of the government assistance 
plus 1 year on any company receiving a government loan from the bill. 
Establishment of robust worker protections attached to all federal loans for 
businesses. Provide income tax exclusion for individuals who are receiving 
student loan repayment assistance from their employer. ; Lane County officials 
say they’ve partnering with the St. Vincent DePaul Society of Lane County to 
open two temporary sites for the homeless. They’re calling them “emergency 
respite shelters” and say that by protecting those who are unhoused, it helps 
protect the community as a whole. They will include medical screening. The first 
locations include a building at the Lane County Fairgrounds in Eugene along with 
the Willamalane Memorial Building in Springfield. Homeless people are among 
the most vulnerable to COVID-19 because many have respiratory infections and 
weakened immune systems from harsh living conditions. They also have less 
access to places to wash their hands and take care of other basic hygiene needs. 
Oregon officials say providing emergency shelter with social distancing will help 
slow the spread of transmission by separating those are healthy from those who 
might have early symptoms of COVID-19 but are not sick enough to warrant 
hospitalization. The county and St. Vincent DePaul are also increasing their 
outreach to places where homeless people camp to let them know about the 
shelters, which will offer meals, social services, sleeping mats, and access to 
showers for those staying overnight. Coordinators tested the overnight program 
earlier this week with 20 unhoused individuals. ; More layoffs announced this 
week in our area: Lane Community College is laying off close to 400 temporary 
hourly employees. At the school’s Eugene, Cottage Grove and Florence 
campuses. About 300 of the positions were filled, the remaining 100 were open. 



With its programs and facilities shuttered, 288 part-time and seasonal employees 
are being laid off at the Willamette Park & Recreation District. About 40 percent of 
Willamalane’s revenues come from program registrations, facility attendance, 
memberships and other programs. ; The University of Oregon this week issued a 
new appeal for people to students who are experiencing financial hardships. It 
comes as many students lost their jobs that normally pay the rent and put food on 
the table. Others no longer have the money for unexpected medical bills or to 
return home to their families. Campus officials say requests to their Student Crisis 
Fund increased this month. Information on the fund is available at 
duckfunder.uoregon.edu ; Worldwide infections from the coronavirus are soaring 
toward half a million people as health care systems struggle to keep up. American 
deaths passed the 1,000 mark with more than 69,000 cases. Both the U.S. and 
Italy today appear poised to pass the number of infections in China, where the 
outbreak was first reported. The U.S. Senate passed a $2.2 trillion economic 
rescue package steering aid to businesses, workers and health care systems, 
and the House is expected to vote on it tomorrow. The head of the World Health 
Organization is urging governments not to squander the opportunity to slow the 
spread of the virus while there is still time. ; U.S. hospitals are rushing to find beds 
for a coming flood of COVID-19 patients, opening older closed hospitals and re-
purposing other medical buildings. Simple math is spurring hospital leaders to 
prepare. With total U.S. cases now doubling every three days, empty intensive 
care unit beds, needed by an estimated 5% of the sick, will rapidly fill. An 
Associated Press analysis of federal hospital data finds more than 7 million 
people age 60 and older — those most at risk of severe COVID-19 illness — live 
in counties without ICU beds. ; New York authorities yesterday mobilized to head 
off a public health disaster with the city's emergence as the nation's biggest 
coronavirus hot spot a warning flare — and perhaps a cautionary tale for the 
country. Health officials hunted down beds and equipment and put out a call for 
more doctors and nurses for fear the number of sick will overwhelm hospitals, as 
has happened in Italy and Spain. ; Health experts say some of the newest 
COVID-19 outbreaks are in popular tourist hotspots. Louisiana has a growing 
number of cases that health investigators think might be tied to the recent Mardi 
Gras celebrations that drew huge crowds from across the country to New 
Orleans. A similar situation is developing in Florida amid concerns it is tied to 
Spring Break crowds. And Georgia is also seeing a sharp increase in cases. ; 
What works for Fido also works for Jane and John Doe: Veterinary hospitals from 
North Carolina to New York to Colorado and Oregon, the veterinary offices are 
donating vital equipment and supplies to their human-focused counterparts to 
fight the spread of COVID-19. Breathing machines, masks, gowns, protective 
suits. The donations come in response to a call last week from the U.S. 
agriculture secretary for materials to combat the pandemic. One veterinary official 
says the schools have lined up more than six dozen ventilators that could be 
commandeered for human treatment. Private institutions are also heeding the 
call, identifying about 100 full-service ventilators nationwide that can be pressed 
into service. ; Eugene’s Pearl Buck Center serves people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and their families. Their health and livelihoods are 
especially vulnerable during this pandemic. The Pearl Buck Center is providing 
basic food, medicine, and sanitation supplies to its many clients, as well as 
guidance on managing the stress and isolation.  Now, a donor has stepped up to 



support the center, offering a matching gift of up to $10,000. Van you help the 
Pearl Buck Center meet this challenge? Any donation you make swill be doubled 
through the matching gift. Go to the Pearl Buck Center’s Facebook page. Or go to 
its website at pearlbuckcenter.com to learn more. ; The Heartfelt House at 
PeaceHealth’s Riverbend Hospital provides a “home away from home” for 
families that have to travel to Eugene-Springfield for their child’s critical medical 
needs. Many of the families either have a newborn in the NICU or a seriously 
injured child receiving care at Riverbend. The Heartfelt House includes the 
Ronald McDonald House of Springfield, which provides support and free lodging 
to those families. The charity relies on your donations. This month, the need is 
great: Community groups that normally stop by several days each week to 
prepare donated meals for these families are unable to visit—part of an effort to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus. But there are still ways to donate: The Ronald 
McDonald House of Springfield is accepting donations of money on its website. It 
has a “Wish List” on Amazon. You may also contribute by purchasing and 
donating “virtual gift cards” offered by a number of nearby restaurants. Learn 
more on the “Ronald McDonald House of Springfield, Oregon” Facebook page. Or 
go to the website at rmhcoregon.org ; Oregon’s seven public comprehensive 
universities and Oregon Health & Science University announced jointly on 
Wednesday that none will require freshman applicants to submit SAT or ACT 
scores to be considered for admission, starting with fall term 2021. Going forward, 
undergraduate students applying to any of Oregon’s public universities will have 
the option—rather than the requirement—of submitting standardized test scores 
with their application for admission. Across the nation, more than 1,000 four-year 
universities and colleges, including almost 400 top-tier four-year universities and 
colleges, have either abandoned standardized testing altogether or now provide 
students the option to take such tests. It comes as the spread of the coronavirus 
has disrupted spring testing schedules as well as decades of research regarding 
how well standardized admissions tests accurately predict a student’s academic 
success once in college. Student GPAs now are considered the best predictor of 
college academic performance. The change benefits students applying to: the 
University of Oregon, Oregon State University, Western Oregon University, 
Southern Oregon University, Oregon Institute of Technology, Eastern Oregon 
University, Portland State University, and applicants applying to undergraduate 
nursing programs offered by OHSU. Western, Eastern and Southern Oregon 
Universities—along with Oregon Tech and OHSU previously allowed students the 
option of not submitting test results. The University of Oregon, Oregon State 
University, and Portland State University officially joined the other five Oregon 
institutions, following broad consultations with faculty and stakeholders. Students 
may still submit standardized test scores with their college applications, if they 
wish. ; Gov. Kate Brown is slamming the Trump administration for its failure to 
provide companies that want to make respirator masks and ventilators with a 
guarantee of liability protection. Brown said Wednesday that Oregon companies 
have the capability to start making respirator masks immediately but are hesitant 
to do so because they could face liability issues without federal action. Brown 
called on federal authorities to take immediate action and said failure to do so will 
cost lives. She says the federal government is telling states to buy supplies on the 
open market and now states are competing for critical items. / SAFETY, CRIME: 
Three hikers were stranded overnight in the Coast Range, and their call for help 



saved them -- but also ended in arrests for two of them. The Tillamook County 
Sheriff's Office says Steven Harrigan, Natalie Ladu and Alex Meyers planned to 
hike in the Tillamook Burn area. The Oregonian/OregonLive reports the group 
parked at a locked access gate, entered the forest and later called authorities, 
saying they were "frozen and unable to move." They called for help Tuesday 
evening, and searchers found the group about 3:30 a.m. Wednesday. No one 
needed medical attention. The sheriff's office says Harrigan was arrested for felon 
in possession of a firearm while Ladu was arrested on a Washington County 
warrant for a parole violation and possession of methamphetamine.  / SPORTS, 
EDUCATION: Oregon’s Sabrina Ionescu continued her dominance of the national 
end-of-season awards on Wednesday as she received a third National Player of 
the Year award. This one comes from the United States Basketball Writers 
Association (USBWA). Ionescu is the first Duck ever to win USBWA national 
player of the year, which is officially dubbed the Ann Meyers Drysdale Award. On 
Monday, Ionescu was a unanimous selection as the Associated Press National 
Player of the Year. She earlier was named the ESPN.com National Player of the 
Year. Also on Wednesday, Ionescu was selected as a regional finalist for 2020 
Women's Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA) Division I coaches' all-
America along with teammates Ruthy Hebard and Satou Sabally. The 10-player 
WBCA all-America team will be announced on Thursday, April 2. An Associated 
Press and USBWA first-team all-America selection for the third year in a row, 
Ionescu put together a stellar senior season en route to winning a third straight 
Pac-12 player of the year honor. Ionescu is also a finalist for the Naismith Trophy 
and is a frontrunner for remaining national player of the year awards such as the 
Wooden Award and the Wade Trophy, both of which she won last year as a 
junior. Ionescu carved out her own place in history as a senior, becoming the first 
NCAA player ever to reach 2,000 career points (2,562), 1,000 assists (1,091) and 
1,000 rebounds (1,040). The Walnut Creek, Calif., native capped her career with 
an NCAA all-time record 26 triple-doubles after matching her own single-season 
record with eight in 2019-20, and she finished the year averaging 17.5 points, a 
career-high 8.6 rebounds and an NCAA-leading 9.1 assists per game. Ionescu 
was breaking records all season long, becoming the Oregon all-time leader in 
points, three-pointers (329) and double-figure scoring games (134) while breaking 
the Pac-12 men's and women's all-time record for assists. Ionescu closes her 
career at No. 4 on the NCAA women's basketball all-time assists list, and she is 
only the second player in history with 2,000 points and 1,000 assists (Courtney 
Vandersloot). Despite an abrupt end to the season after the NCAA Tournament 
was cancelled due to COVID-19, Ionescu ended the year on a high note. The 
senior was named the most outstanding player of the Pac-12 Tournament for the 
second time in her career after dominating with 23.3 points, 9.3 rebounds and 9.0 
assists per game while leading the Ducks to the title. Oregon swept the Pac-12 
regular-season and tournament titles for the second time in the last three years 
behind Ionescu's stellar play and leadership. /  
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COVID-19: Please, please stay home. Whenever possible. “Anything you can do 
to make that happen.” Lane County Public Health officials say they expect a 
ramp-up of cases in the next couple weeks. They add they have evidence the 
virus is here based on recent cases, have evidence of community transmission. 
With that, they anticipate they’ll soon see more and more severe cases coming 
into the hospitals, as well as individuals experiencing symptoms of the virus who 
do not require hospitalization. This again underscores the importance of staying 
home. For everyone. ; Another Oregonian has died from COVID-19. That raises 
the state’s death toll to 11. The patient was a 69-year-old Washington County 
woman who has underlying medical conditions and died on Wednesday. Officials 
with the Oregon Health Authority also announced 50 new “presumptive positive” 
cases, bringing the state’s total to 316. While most are recovering at home, 90 
have been hospitalized. Meantime, Lane County Public Health officials said 
yesterday afternoon they’ve learned of an eighth case locally. They say the 
resident is a woman in her 50s who lives in a private residence in Eugene-
Springfield. She is currently at home and is considered medically stable. Health 
investigators are working to determine whether anyone had close contact with the 
patient and whether there were any public contact exposure points. ; State 
officials say a successful response to COVID-19 depends on Oregon hospitals 
having enough beds to treat a surge in patients. Yesterday, they announced a 
statewide action plan they hope will better coordinate and bolster hospitals’ ability 
to treat people. It creates a unified effort to procure and distribute critical medical 
supplies, including personal protective equipment for health care workers and 
ventilators for patients. The state will also oversee coordinated efforts among 
Oregon’s 62 acute care hospitals to optimize capacity, mobilize the health care 
workforce and maintain a unified, coordinated and transparent emergency 
response. It comes as new projections indicate Oregon is at a critical moment in 
fighting the coronavirus. The study, which was produced earlier this week, 
estimated that Oregon has four times more cases than currently diagnosed. 
Officials say if we continue our social distancing efforts it’s possible to slow the 
trajectory of new infections. That would give Oregon’s health care system more 
time to ramp up to meet demand. The latest models looked at three scenarios: If 
Oregon lifted all social distancing measures and returned to “business as usual,” 
the projections conclude there will be close to 15,000 infections in the state by 
May 8th and approximately 1,100 people would need inpatient beds—250 of 



those in intensive care units. That would seriously strain capacity, since many of 
those beds are occupied by patients being treated for other illnesses and injuries. 
If the state only maintained bans on large gatherings and indefinite school 
closures, it would cut COBID-19 infections to an estimated 6,100 by May 8th with 
340 people needing inpatient beds and only 80 of those being in ICUs. And if we 
maintain aggressive interventions put into place this week under the “Stay Home, 
Save Lives” policies, infections could be cut to an estimated 1,000 by May 8th. 
Under that scenario, officials say hospitals would have to boost capacity by a far 
smaller number of beds. Officials say they hope to have a better sense by next 
week of to what degree Oregonians have been able to flatten the curve of 
infections. ; We learned Thursday morning that jobless claims nationwide topped 
3.3 million last week, quadruple the previous record. A few hours later, we 
learned how many of those who filed are Oregonians: 76,500. The week before, 
there 4,900 initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits. That's a jaw-
dropping change. As you can imagine, the flood of filings has swamped state 
employment offices. Over the past two weeks, the agency hired new employees, 
shifted existing staff working in other program areas, and trained them, doubling 
the number of employees working on unemployment claims. Officials say they will 
continue adding and training employees to process unemployment claims in the 
coming weeks. They add that filing online offers lower wait times than filing by 
phone. The Oregon Employment Department's COVID-19 page links you to a 
wide range of resources, whether you're among the recently unemployed or are 
assisting someone with claiming benefits: 
https://govstatus.egov.com/ORUnemployment_COVID19 ; Jobless claims are 
soaring in Oregon as the state nears the end of its first week under the governor’s 
“Stay Home, Save Lives” order during the coronavirus outbreak. The Oregon 
Department of Employment reported Thursday that during the week of March 15 
through March 21, the state received 76,500 initial unemployment claims. That 
compares to 4,900 claims during the previous week. Hospitality and leisure jobs 
made up about half the claims processed last week. ; Members of Oregon’s 
congressional delegation say the stimulus package passed this week will bring an 
estimated $3.3 billion to Oregonians through extended unemployment benefits 
and employer assistance. Senator Ron Wyden says the $3.3 billion estimate is 
based on Oregon’s share of the $260 billion unemployment insurance program, 
the state’s share of the national population and what Oregon would receive 
between now and the end of the year if current unemployment projections hold. 
The federally funded expansion to unemployment insurance includes: The 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program, which expands unemployment 
insurance to cover individuals who are not currently covered by traditional 
unemployment assistance, including: Individuals who are unable to work because 
of coronavirus, whether due to illness, quarantine or child care needs, individuals 
who are self-employed, including gig workers and freelancers, part-time workers, 
individuals with irregular work histories, $600 per week per worker in additional 
unemployment compensation, which will amount to full wage replacement for 
many workers. The average weekly benefit in Oregon is $422. 13-week extension 
of unemployment insurance for anyone covered by traditional unemployment 
insurance or Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (39 weeks total). Federal 
funding to states to eliminate the waiting week between applying for and receiving 
unemployment assistance. 100% federal funding of work-share programs for 



states with programs already in place, and 50% federal funding of work-share 
programs for states that work with the Department of Labor to develop a new 
work-share plan. These programs help keep workers on payroll by using 
unemployment compensation to make up for wages lost through reduced hours. 
The coronavirus package also includes: An employee retention credit secured by 
Wyden as Ranking Member of the Senate Finance Committee to prevent further 
mass layoffs in Oregon and nationwide. The Small Business Debt Relief 
Act, which was introduced by Wyden, U.S. Senators Chris Coons, D-Del., Ben 
Cardin, D-M.D., and colleagues last week, and will ensure every small business 
with a loan from the Small Business Administration (SBA) will be relieved of their 
loan payments—including principal, interest, and fees—for the next six months. 
When the package becomes law, over 4,000 Oregon small businesses could 
qualify for this debt relief. $10 billion for SBA emergency grants of up to $10,000 
to provide immediate relief for small business operating costs. $350 billion for all 
new small business loans up to $10 million, with specific language prioritizing 
small businesses in underserved and rural markets and those owned by 
economically disadvantaged individuals, people of color, and women. ; Last week, 
officials with Lane County, Eugene, Springfield and Community Lending Works 
announced creation of an Emergency Loan Fund for local businesses. The fund 
opened with $400,000 available to eligible small businesses with 20 full-time 
equivalent or fewer employees and loans of up to $30,000 with no payments for 
the first six months. The response was overwhelming. The fund received 300 
requests seeking a combined $1.5 million dollars. The first 19 businesses have 
been approved for loans. Twelve are in the Eugene-Springfield metro area, 
another six in rural areas. ; Officials with the City of Eugene, Chamber of 
Commerce and local businesses worked together this week to create a map of 
which dining spots are open and offering take-out food and beverage. They also 
remind you: Under the “Stay Home, Save Lives” policies, you are not allowed to 
consume take-out food and beverages anywhere on the premises of restaurants, 
bars, brewpubs, cafes, food carts, food courts and other establishments. Food 
and beverages must be consumed off premises. The prohibited areas include the 
outdoor seating areas of establishments where food and beverages are 
purchased. In order to make to-go orders easier for the community and business 
owners, the city has temporarily designated specific on-street parking locations 
for food pick-up and is maintaining a map of these locations at 
https://bit.ly/2WNSNbx The Eugene Chamber of Commerce website also is 
maintaining a list of all restaurants open for business during this time. Both the 
Eugene and Springfield Chambers of Commerce have created extensive lists of 
resources for local businesses and their customers. ; Lane County officials are 
coordinating much of our local coronavirus response. And while many of the 
resources are focused on the Eugene-Springfield metro area, they’re working to 
extend services to rural communities. For example, those gloves, masks and 
other personal protective gear you’re donating weekdays afternoons between 
2:00 and 4:00 p.m. at the Lane County offices on the north end of Delta Highway. 
Some of those are going to police, fire and medical workers in places like 
Florence, Cottage Grove, Oakridge, Junction City and elsewhere. ; Similarly, 
while there’s a push to provide temporary shelters for many of the homeless in 
Eugene-Springfield, there are efforts to coordinate food distribution and provide 
more handwashing stations, information and assistance to unsheltered 



populations in rural communities. In Oakridge, for example, many of the 
unsheltered camp on forest land and generally do not come into town except 
when they are seeking supplies from food pantries. The county is encouraging 
pantry providers to develop ways to distribute supplies to eliminate people 
congregating and possibly spreading infection at distribution points. In Cottage 
Grove, coordinators set up additional handwashing stations, food available at 
several sites. And in Florence, where anywhere from 25-60 people typically live in 
trailers and RVs—often in lots at state and local parks and recreation areas—
there’s been a push to find new sites that provide social distancing and access to 
limited support services. ; Lane County officials have partnered with the St. 
Vincent DePaul Society of Lane County to open temporary sites for the homeless. 
The “temporary respite shelters” protect those who are unhoused, whether they 
are camping in tents, under bridges, living in trailers or other locations. The first 
sites include two buildings at the Lane County Fairgrounds in Eugene. Another 
site will open soon in the Memorial Building, which is owned by Willamalane, at 
765 North “A” Street in Springfield. The shelters offer medical screening, meals, 
social services, sleeping mats, and access to showers for those staying overnight. 
Coordinators tested the overnight program earlier this week with 20 unhoused 
individuals. By Thursday morning, officials estimated there were between 75 and 
100 people at the Fairgrounds shelter. People showing no symptoms or signs of 
illness are being placed in the Fairground convention center. Those who are 
showing early symptoms of COVID-19 but are not sick enough to warrant 
hospitalization will be directed to the nearby Wheeler Pavilion, which opens today. 
The Springfield shelter in the Memorial Building also opens today. Lane County 
has contracted with St. Vincent de Paul to operate the shelters and is working to 
establish Occupy Medical as the medical screening resource. The City of Eugene, 
which has a network of outreach teams, is providing street outreach to make 
unhoused people aware that the sites have opened and what services are 
available. Participation is voluntary. But only those people staying at one of the 
locations overnight will have access to its facilities. Lane County Environmental 
Health employees are helping to set up the sites to ensure proper social 
distancing is observed. Homeless people are among the most vulnerable to 
COVID-19 because many have respiratory infections and weakened immune 
systems from harsh living conditions. They also have less access to places to 
wash their hands and take care of other basic hygiene needs. Oregon officials 
say providing emergency shelter with social distancing will help slow the spread 
of transmission not only among the homeless but throughout the community. ; 
Oregonians who receive Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or “SNAP” 
benefits may now purchase groceries online from Walmart and Amazon. It’s part 
of the effort to keep SNAP recipients and their families safe from COVID-19 by 
allowing them to remain home and shop for essential nutrition online. State 
officials say they’d already been testing the concept on a limited basis before 
coronavirus cases began climbing in Oregon. Now, they say it makes even more 
sense in the era of social distancing. Backers of the effort say convenience, 
quality and fresh groceries should not be determined by how someone pays. 
They say expansion also makes it easier for those with disabilities or limited 
transportation options. If your work hours have been reduced or you’ve lost your 
job, you might become eligible for SNAP benefits and the Oregon Health Plan. 
Apply online at the Oregon Health Plan’s website at ohp.oregon.gov Meantime, 



officials with the Department of Human Services say they are keeping their local 
offices open during the pandemic to serve clients who do not have access to the 
internet. To find an office in your community, go to 
https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/Offices/Pages/Self-Sufficiency.aspx ; Ridership 
continues to fall and that’s forcing Lane Transit District to announce another 
reduction in local bus service. The changes take effect on Sunday, March 29. 
Monday through Friday bus service will operate at an enhanced Sunday-level of 
service with expanded hours on some core routes. There will be limited service 
on Bus 92, the Lowell-LCC route, and Bus 96, the Coburg route. The first buses 
will leave the Eugene and Springfield Stations at 7:30 a.m. and the last buses will 
leave at 10:30 p.m. The extended service covers the following routes: EmX, 11, 
13, 24, 36, 41, 51, 66, & 67. Saturday buses will operate on a normal Sunday 
level service. Until the public health crisis eases, LTD is suspending Sunday 
service. LTD also announced that its paratransit service, RideSource, will operate 
regular Sunday service Monday through Saturday for only essential trips. On 
Sundays, RideSource will operate a Sunday-level service for medically essential 
trips only. In addition, LTD’s Point2Point Business Commute Challenge and its 
associated activities slated for April and May have been cancelled. It remains free 
to ride buses during the public health crisis. Riders are asked to board through 
the rear doors, leaving the front door for older adults and people with disabilities. 
Go to www.LTD.org for complete details. ; The Bureau of Land Management is 
temporarily closing its developed recreation facilities in Oregon to protect visitors 
from the spread of the coronavirus. This closure includes all campgrounds, and 
some day use sites, and restrooms. Trash pickup and sanitation services on most 
of these recreation facilities will also be temporarily suspended. Agency officials 
say multiple opportunities remain for the public to enjoy the outdoors as long as 
visitors heed orders, guidance, and advice of local and state officials and the 
Centers for Disease Control. BLM-managed trails and open spaces remain open 
across Oregon. Social distancing recommendations are extremely important to 
reducing the transmission of COVID-19 and may require that visitors avoid public 
lands during high-use times, such as weekends. Please limit any group activities 
to members of your household and keep your total party to 10 or fewer 
participants. At all times, maintain a distance of six feet or more from other 
people. ; Governor Kate Brown this week called on federal Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex Azar to open a special enrollment period for Oregonians 
to buy health insurance and apply for federal subsidies through HealthCare.gov. 
The open enrollment deadline passed on Dec. 15 and does not open again until 
November. Brown wrote in her request to Azar that many Oregonians are 
uninsured or underinsured and now find their families’ budgets significantly 
tightened due to this national emergency. She says a special enrollment period is 
critical to their families and their financial stability. Oregon needs Azar to allow the 
special enrollment period via HealthCare.gov because the application consumers 
need for federal subsidies, and Oregon’s online system for selection of plans 
available through HealthCare.gov, is run by the federal government. 
HealthCare.gov sells individual health insurance plans to Oregonians under an 
agreement with the state and in partnership with the Oregon Health Insurance 
Marketplace, a division of the Oregon Department of Consumer and Business 
Services. ; It can take place over a computer or tablet, even on your cellphone. It 
can take the form of a video chat, telephone call, email or text. Health plans 



across Oregon have been moving toward what’s known as “telehealth” for years. 
It’s a way for patients to consult with health care providers without setting foot in a 
medical office or hospital. It’s really stepped up in recent weeks, as cases of the 
coronavirus spread across the state. Some medical practices use Skype and 
Facetime. If a patient needs a drive-up consultation, a staff member might walk to 
the vehicle and hand the person a tablet for a telehealth session in the parking lot 
to determine whether they should enter the practice or divert to a hospital. Now, 
officials with the Oregon Department of Consumer and Business Services and the 
Oregon Health Authority have issued guidance to insurers and health plans of all 
types, outlining their expectations that they provide and cover more telehealth 
access for patients. The goal is to limit in-person health care services while 
offering essential consultations and resources to patients, ranging from physical 
to mental health. ; The federal government will soon be sending money by check 
or direct deposit to qualifying Americans. But while the details are still being 
worked out, Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum warns scammers are 
working on ways to separate you from your money. Here are three tips to keep 
your relief check or direct deposit relief funds safe: The government will NOT 
contact you to ask you to pay anything up front in order to get this money. There 
will be no fees, no charges, nothing. Anyone who asks for fees or money up front 
is a scammer. The government will NOT contact you to ask for your Social 
Security number, bank account, or credit card number to confirm your identity. 
Anyone who asks for this type of information is a scammer. Keep in mind that, as 
of today – March 27 – Congress has not finalized the payments and still working 
how to get the money to Americans. Anyone who tells you they can get you the 
money now is a scammer. The bottom line: No matter when or how much this 
payment winds up being, only scammers will ask you for money in order to get it. 
If you spot this type of scam, please contact the Oregon Department of Justice by 
phone at 503-387-8442 or online at www.oregonconsumer.gov Investigators are 
doing their best to stop scammers in their tracks, and your report will help. ; 
Here’s an example of the sort of misinformation that’s circulating on social media 
and elsewhere on the internet this week: A flyer purporting to be an official 
Department of Veterans Affairs document is full of misleading COVID-19 advice 
and is fake, VA officials said. The flyer features an unauthorized copy of the VA 
seal and letterhead. That makes it appear to have originated from the Roseburg 
Healthcare System and the Brookings VA clinic. Don’t fall for it! Not only was the 
flyer NOT issued by the Roseburg VA or any VA medical facility, it does NOT 
represent the current guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. In fact, the information it contains is misleading and could be harmful. 
The origin of the document is so far unclear, but it has been posted on social 
media platforms repeatedly. It includes misleading information about COVID-19 
symptoms and makes unsubstantiated claims about the virus, such as a claim 
that the virus dies at temperatures above 80 degrees. NOT TRUE! Scientists and 
health experts say they still do not have enough evidence to be sure whether and 
what kind of heat might kill the virus—or even if warm weather and higher 
temperatures have an impact. Experts note the Southern Hemisphere, which just 
wrapped up its summer, has thousands of cases of COVID-19. The sharing of the 
fake flyer prompted officials with the Roseburg VA to share their own version of 
the document but edited and with added bold red letters that read: "Not official. 
Do not share." ; If you’re out of a job and suddenly struggling to make ends meet, 



you should know about some benefits for which you now might qualify. The 
Oregon Employment Department has created a special coronavirus webpage for 
workers looking to file for unemployment benefits, temporary rules for employers 
and more. https://www.oregon.gov/employ/Pages/COVID-19.aspx The Oregon 
Department of Revenue is extending personal and corporate income tax 
deadlines from April 15 to July 15, aligning with last week’s decision by federal 
officials. Visit www.oregon.gov/dor to get forms, check the status of your refund, 
or make payments. You may call 503-378-4988 or 800-356-4222 (toll-free) or 
email questions.dor@oregon.gov for additional assistance. Struggling to pay your 
insurance premiums during the economic downturn? The Oregon Department of 
Consumer and Business Services yesterday issued a temporary emergency order 
in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. It requires all insurance companies to 
extend grace periods for premium payments, postpone policy cancellations and 
non-renewals, and extend deadlines for reporting claims. Visit the department’s 
website at https://dfr.oregon.gov ; Snap, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, offers nutrition assistance to eligible individuals and families. You can 
learn more on the Oregon Department of Human Services website about whether 
you’re eligible for SNAP and apply online to help keep food on the table. Oregon’s 
governor also ordered temporary changes to the state’s child-care benefits, 
including eliminating co-pays for eligible families; providing access to more 
families by increasing the income limits; and ensuring child-care providers are 
able to continue to receive payments from the Department of Human Services, 
even if children are unable to attend or if they have to temporarily shut down 
because of state directives. Oregon’s Department of Human Services COVID-19 
webpage has information on applying for both the SNAP and childcare assistance 
at https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/COVID-19/Pages/Home.aspx ; Oregon’s WIC 
program—previously the Women, Infants and Children program—offers access to 
healthy food, nutrition education and breastfeeding support, along with 
connections to community resources. WIC serves pregnant, postpartum or 
breastfeeding women, and children under age 5. But dads, grandparents, foster 
parents or other guardians also may apply for WIC for their children. Go to 
https://www.oregon.gov/OHA/PH/HealthyPeopleFamilies/wic/pages/index.aspx to 
fill out a “WIC Interest Form” and see whether you’re eligible for benefits. ; You 
might qualify for health coverage through the Oregon Health Plan. OHP is our 
state’s Medicaid program, offering free health care to anyone who qualifies. 
Eligibility is based on monthly income and other requirements. That means you 
may qualify for OHP now, even if you have been denied in the past. The best way 
to see if you qualify is to apply. Go to 
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/hsd/ohp/pages/index.aspx ; Governor Kate Brown on 
Sunday banned residential evictions during the virus outbreak and said work also 
is underway to provide relief to landlords. Learn more at 
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-11.pdf ; Utilities 
have enhanced their subsidies to low-income customers, and many say they will 
not disconnect electrical or water service during the coronavirus crisis. 
Additionally, many customers with residential or commercial energy-efficiency 
loans are being allowed to defer those loan payments short-term. Contact your 
utility for details. ; Veterans: Your VA benefits continue uninterrupted during the 
coronavirus slowdowns and closures. ; United Way of Lane County has compiled 
a list of community resources during this public health crisis. The agency is also 



accepting donations to its new COVID-19 Community Response Fund. See the 
resource list and/or donate at https://www.unitedwaylane.org/covid-19 ; The 
Oregon Department of Transportation is keeping rest areas along the interstates 
and state highways open during the COVID-19 public health emergency. Officials 
with ODOT say they’ll continue to do so as long as they have the staff and 
cleaning supplies. But officials say you have a key role in ensuring the rest areas 
will not become infection points for the virus. Practice good hygiene. Don’t crowd 
at the sinks when people are washing their hands. Cleaning at most rest areas 
has been doubled, and signs have been added warning those using the facilities 
to keep at least six feet apart at all times. Officials say your best option remains 
staying at home, so you don’t need to use anything but your in-home “rest area.” 
But if you do have to travel, the location of all Oregon rest areas may be found at 
Tripcheck.com  The rest areas are managed by the Oregon Travel Information 
Council or funded by ODOT, including the Interstate 5 Rest Stop at Canyonville, 
managed by the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians. There is only one 
exception: While the I-5 Siskiyou Rest Area south of Ashland remains open to all 
northbound traffic, except commercial trucks, the Siskiyou Welcome Center, 
managed by Travel Oregon, closed last Friday, March 20 due to concerns over 
the virus and public safety. All state parks are closed at least until May 8, but the 
“rest area” portion in several state parks remain open. Barricades will separate a 
state park’s open rest area from the closed recreation area. ; The coronavirus 
outbreak is affecting initiative signature drives and may lead to this year having 
the lowest number of measures on the November ballot in decades. Oregon 
Public Broadcasting reports that initiatives dealing with subjects as gun control, 
clean energy and highway tolls now appear increasingly unlikely to make the 
ballot. At this point, just two campaigns appear positioned to collect enough 
signatures by the July 2 deadline to qualify. Both involve easing drug laws. Each 
effort needs to gather 112,020 valid signatures from registered voters. ; As of 6:00 
a.m., there were close to 550,000 diagnosed cases of COVID-19 across the 
globe. The United States now leads the infection list, with almost 86,000 cases. 
That’s more than China or Italy. Close to 1,300 Americans have died from 
COVID-19—almost 500 of those in New York and New Jersey. Approximately 
750 in the U.S. have recovered. ; As coronavirus infections climbed yesterday, 
world leaders held a virtual summit to try to determine how long the global 
economy will remain at a standstill while efforts continue to flatten the rising curve 
of COVID-19 cases. The human and economic toll of the lockdowns also 
continued, as India struggled to feed many of its 1.3 billion people ordered to stay 
in their homes, and Italy shut down most of its industrial production. ; Congress 
might be about to spend $2.2 trillion, but lawmakers say they intend to keep close 
watch on where it goes. Their rescue package for the coronavirus pandemic 
includes billions of dollars in loans, grants and direct cash. The bill creates an 
oversight board known as the Pandemic Response Accountability Committee, 
along with a new watchdog position and a new committee of experts that will 
report to Congress. The legislation was passed by the Senate on Wednesday and 
is expected to clear the House on today. It is the largest economic aid package in 
U.S. history. ; On Capitol Hill, House leaders' plans for swift action on that $2.2 
trillion stimulus package has run into complications. A maverick conservative 
Republican lawmaker has threatened to delay passage until most House 
members return to Washington, D.C., for a vote. House leaders had hoped to 



pass the measure by voice vote so that those lawmakers away from the Capitol 
would not have to take the risk of travelling. But Congressman Thomas Massie, a 
Kentucky Republican, is threatening to try to force a “roll call” vote. Democratic 
leaders are urging those lawmakers who are, quote, “willing and able” to come to 
the Capitol for today’s vote. ; At New York City-area hospitals on the front lines of 
the biggest coronavirus outbreak in the U.S., workers are increasingly concerned 
about how the disease is ravaging their own ranks. They are fearful that without 
adequate testing and protective gear, it’s only a matter of time before they’ll all get 
sick. Some hospitals have been so overrun with dying patients they’ve brought in 
refrigerated trucks to store the bodies. At Elmhurst Hospital in Queens, 13 people 
succumbed to the virus in one day. New York City ambulances have seen a surge 
in calls, responding to nearly 5,800 on Thursday alone. ; For the millions of 
Americans living under some form of lockdown to curb the spread of the 
coronavirus, not knowing when the restrictions will end is a major source of 
anxiety. Will important life events be delayed for a few weeks, a few months or 
much longer? Scientists are reluctant to predict exactly when restrictions could be 
safely loosened. Based on China's experience, that could come approximately six 
to eight weeks after lockdowns are implemented. But scientists say the choice is 
not simply between completely shutting down the country or throwing all rules out 
the window. Instead, imagine that a lockdown has a volume dial that can be 
twisted up or down. ; Police departments across the U.S. are taking a lead role in 
enforcing social distancing rules that health officials say are critical to containing 
COVID-19. Officers accustomed to chasing suspects and solving crimes are 
spending these troubled days cajoling people to stay at least 6 feet apart. In New 
York City, they've started dismantling basketball hoops to prevent people from 
gathering. In Lakewood, New Jersey, police broke up a wedding being held in 
violation of a ban on large gatherings. And in Austin, Texas, officers are 
encouraging people to call a hotline to snitch on violators of the city's stay-home 
order. ; Hospitals and nursing homes are desperately searching for hand sanitizer 
amid the coronavirus outbreak and the ethanol industry is ready to step in to 
provide the alcohol, a key ingredient. Federal regulators are preventing them from 
providing millions of gallons of alcohol that could be transformed into the germ-
killing mixture. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration insists that the alcohol at 
ethanol plants meet stringent production standards designed to protect medicine 
and food quality. In addition, the alcohol must be mixed with a bitter additive to 
make it undrinkable. The ethanol industry is asking for waivers during the 
coronavirus emergency. ; There's no consensus in the U.S. on whether gun 
shops are considered essential businesses that can remain open during stay-at-
home orders meant to slow the coronavirus. Some gun rights advocates are 
concerned about an erosion of Second Amendment rights just as Americans are 
buying firearms in record numbers to try to protect their families. Even some gun 
control advocates worry that closing down licensed gun dealers would send 
people online or to private sales that don't require background checks. But they 
also say keeping shops open could mean more first-time buyers who lack training 
on how to safely handle a gun. ; Lottery jackpots are going to shrink as the 
coronavirus pandemic tamps down lottery sales. The group that oversees the 
Powerball game announced Wednesday night that it would cut minimum jackpots 
in half, from $40 million to $20 million, after there is a winner of the current big 
prize. The jackpot also could grow more slowly, with minimum increases of $2 



million instead of the normal $10 million after each twice-weekly drawing. The 
other national lottery game in the United States, Mega Millions, is considering a 
similar move. The move by Powerball won't affect the current $160 million 
jackpot. ; British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has tested positive for the new 
coronavirus, but remains in charge of the U.K.'s response to the outbreak. 
Johnson said Friday that he was tested on the advice of the chief medical officer 
after showing “mild symptoms” of a temperature and a persistent cough. He said 
that he can continue to communicate with his team “thanks to the wizardry of 
modern technology” and is leading the fight against the coronavirus. The 
government said that if Johnson is unable to work, Foreign Secretary Dominic 
Raab will replace him. ; Doctors and nurses in Italy's overwhelmed northern 
hospitals are cautiously optimistic about a slight stabilizing in coronavirus 
infections this week, but the virus is continuing its silent spread south two weeks 
into an extreme nationwide shutdown. The dead, meanwhile, keep piling up. Italy 
has more virus deaths than any nation in the world, almost 8,200.  Virologists also 
warn that the actual number of Italy’s positive cases is as much as five times as 
high as the official count of 80,539. In the tiny Lombard town of Seriate, the Rev. 
Mario Carminati has turned over one of his churches to host coffins before they 
are taken by military convoy to be cremated. ; Sorry parents, ‘Baby Shark’ is 
making a comeback for a good cause. Pinkfong's "Baby Shark," that jingle 
earworm that every toddler seems to know, is being reworked to teach good 
hygiene to combat COVID-19. The company has debuted the "Wash Your Hands 
With Baby Shark" video and started a dance challenge to encourage families to 
upload videos of their children washing hands to the song. In other entertainment 
news Friday, the Television Academy has adjusted its calendar ahead of the 
Emmy Awards following disruption from the coronavirus. ; Attorneys general from 
33 states are asking online sales and retail companies to aggressively monitor 
price gouging by third-party sellers on their websites. Consumers have 
complained since the start of the virus outbreak that prices online for certain 
household essentials, like toilet paper, sanitizers and wipes, have skyrocketed. 
The Attorneys General are requesting that Amazon, Facebook, ebay, Walmart 
and Craigslist should actively keep an eye out on their sites for illegal price hikes 
and put procedures in place to keep more from happening in the future. ; Luke 
Bryan, Brad Paisley and Darius Rucker will perform in tribute to Kenny Rogers on 
the "ACM Presents: Our Country" special on April 5 on CBS. They will perform 
from their homes because of the coronavirus outbreak. Other at-home performers 
include Dierks (DURKS) Bentley, Florida Georgia Line, Lady Antebellum, Kane 
Brown with John Legend, Tim McGraw, Carrie Underwood and Keith Urban. The 
special will air during the time slot when the ACM Awards were supposed to run. 
That show has been pushed to Sept. 16. / SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION: The 
Oregon Department of Transportation has closed that portion of southbound 
Interstate Five through the hills south of Salem and will have a detour in place 
until about 9:00 a.m today (Friday, March 27). Drivers are urged to use caution 
and expect delays when travelling south of Salem on I-5. It comes after an officer-
involved shooting shortly before midnight Thursday night. Officials say Oregon 
State Police troopers were uninjured, but the suspect died at the scene. No other 
details are available. An investigation of the case as well as an investigation of 
law enforcement’s use of force is underway. / CRIME, SAFETY: Witnesses said 
he was wielding a tire iron when he charged at a Springfield police officer. Lane 



County District Attorney Patty Perlow said yesterday that officer behaved lawfully 
when he fatally shot a man in a Gateway-area electronics store parking lot. 
Perlow’s review of the March 14 incident found Officer Eric Pardee, an 18-year 
veteran of the department, first tried to de-escalate the situation involving 32-year-
old Chase Brooks. Witnesses had called 911 to report that Brooks was jumping 
on top of a vehicle in the Best Buy parking lot, ripping apart the windshield and 
yelling at passersby. One witness sitting in their vehicle captured some of Brooks 
behavior on a cellphone and drove to a different part of the parking lot after 
Brooks advanced on and threatened them. When and another officer, Anthony 
DelCastillo, responded to the afternoon incident, Perlow says Pardee attempted 
to deescalate the situation. Another witness said that’s when Brooks turned to her 
and said, quote, “Are you ready to see someone get shot by the cops?” then 
charged on Officer Pardee. Pardee ordered Brooks to stop and when the suspect 
did not, fired three rounds, striking Brooks in the chest. The medical examiner 
says Brooks had methamphetamine in his system and investigators say they 
found a small glass pipe with residue in his pants leg. ; Former Oregon football 
standout Keenan Lowe this week was awarded one of the nation’s highest civilian 
honors for his role in preventing a Portland-area school shooting. The 
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation says Lowe is one of six people being 
honored this year. In May of 2019, Lowe—who worked as coach and security 
guard at Parkrose High School—disarmed a suicidal student who had brought a 
loaded shotgun gun to school. Surveillance video showed Lowe then speaking 
with the student and even hugging the 18-year-old while they waited for police to 
arrive. The Congressional Medal of Honor Society’s Citizen Honors Award is 
given for acts of bravery and heroism. The student pleaded guilty in the case and 
was sentenced to three years of probation and mental health treatment. ; 
ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION, AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES: The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Portland District (Corps) is refilling its 13 Willamette Valley 
Project reservoirs to prepare for the spring and summer conservation seasons. 
Refill season begins in February and ends in May. Both the Willamette and 
Rogue reservoir systems, which largely depend on rainfall to drive and sustain 
inflows, experienced a dry winter and spring.  As a result, reservoirs are not at the 
ideal water levels to prepare for the dry summer months ahead. In addition, the 
National Weather Service is forecasting a warm and dry spring. The Corps 
manages reservoir inflows on a "rule curve," an authorized maximum elevation for 
any given day to balance flood risk and storage for authorized purposes.  Both 
systems' reservoirs are kept lower in the winter to reduce downstream flooding. 
They are refilled in the spring to prepare for recreation and adequate flows for 
fish. Winter snowpack supplements inflows in the late summer months, as snow 
in high elevations melts and travels downstream into reservoirs. But snowpack 
typically accounts for less than 10 percent of each system's storage. Corps water 
management experts say there is still time for a significant rain event, like last 
year's April atmospheric river event, but the timeframe narrows as summer nears. 
Portland District dams and reservoirs reduce flood risk, and support fish and 
wildlife, hydropower generation and recreation. As of Tuesday, March 24, the 
Willamette Valley Project's 13 reservoirs are 35% full. System-wide reservoir 
elevations are 30-feet below the rule curve. Year-to-date precipitation in the 
Valley is 74% of average. Willamette Basin snowpack is 84% of average. From 
North to South, Detroit reservoir is 34% full, Green Peter reservoir is 40% full, 



Foster reservoir is 50% full, Blue River is 43% full, Fern Ridge is 35% full, Fall 
Creek is 33% full, Cougar reservoir is 37% full, Dorena is 30% full, Cottage Grove 
is 33% full, Lookout Point is 32% full and Hills Creek is 29% full. Big Cliff and 
Dexter reservoirs act as re-regulating reservoirs rather than storage reservoirs in 
that they capture peak flow releases from dams upstream, hold and then steadily 
release water downstream. /  
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COVID-19: Lane County Public Health officials on Sunday afternoon announced a 
twelfth person has tested positive for COVID-19. The woman in her 30s lives in a 
private residence in Eugene-Springfield. Officials say she is currently at home and 
is medically stable. It’s believed she was infected while traveling. Earlier Sunday, 
officials announced two other Lane County “presumptive positive” cases. They 
are members of the same household in Eugene-Springfield. Both are in their 40s, 
are isolating at home, and are considered medically stable. Health investigators 
are working to contact anyone who had close contact with the patients and if they 
learn of any possible points of community exposure, they will notify the public. ; 
That’s exactly what happened on Saturday afternoon, when health officials said 
they have reason to believe that some community members might have spent 
time in close contact with a patient diagnosed earlier this month. The suspected 
point of exposure occurred on Wednesday, March 11, at First Christian Church’s 
Interfaith Prayer Service at 1166 Oak Street in Eugene. Officials say the individual 
was not tested until March 17, six days later, because they of preexisting medical 
conditions that made it difficult to assess COVID-19 symptoms. Lane County 
Public Health on Saturday asked that anyone who was present at the First 
Christian Church in Eugene’s interfaith service on March 11 and have developed 
symptoms of possible exposure, call Lane County Public Health at the county’s 
coronavirus call center. If you attended and have not developed symptoms, you 
do not need to call and will not be asked to self-quarantine, because the 14-day 
quarantine period has passed. That’s at 541-682-1380. ; Meantime, Oregon 
Health Authority reported 69 new cases of COVID-19 Sunday morning. That 
brings the state’s total to 548. No new deaths were reported yesterday, but 13 
people have died in our state since the outbreak began. In recent weeks, several 
Oregon counties have developed clusters of cases. They include Washington 
County, southwest of Portland, with 154 cases. There are close to 90 cases in 
Portland’s Multnomah County, with 109 cases in Marion County. More than 20 
cases each have been reported in Linn, Clackamas, and Deschutes Counties. ; 
All of this comes as health experts are still learning how this new coronavirus 
spreads and how some symptoms vary from person-to-person. In general, 
infections caused by the family of coronaviruses spread from an infected person 
to others through the air via coughing and sneezing; through close personal 
contact, such as touching or shaking hands; or by touching an object or surface 
with the virus on it, then touching your mouth, nose, or eyes. People who have 



been diagnosed with this coronavirus have reported symptoms that may appear 
in as few as two days or as long as 14 days after exposure. The symptoms 
include: a fever with a temperature of 100.4º F or greater; cough; and difficulty 
breathing. But Jason Davis, the spokesperson for Lane County Public Health, 
said in a Friday media briefing that local patients also consistently are reporting a 
loss of taste and smell before their other symptoms ramped up. In most cases, 
that was followed by the fever and cough; graduated to extreme fatigue, chills and 
a headache; followed by shortness of breath. In a few cases, patients also 
experienced vomiting and-or diarrhea. Health officials warn there is great 
variability between cases locally and across the nation. Plus, they remind you that 
there are other conditions and illnesses out there that share some symptoms, 
including allergies, flu, and more. For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or 
moderate symptoms that clear up in two to three weeks. Most people recover. But 
COVID-19 can pose more serious complications for others, especially older adults 
and people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness, 
including pneumonia, or death. ; So how do you know when to call your medical 
provider and when to call 911? The Oregon Health Authority says people with 
mild illness generally have a fever, cough and mild shortness of breath. If those 
are your symptoms, you should stay home, stay away from others in your home, 
keep everyone in your household home, stay in touch with your doctor, and wear 
a face mask. But there are emergency signs. If a person is having trouble 
breathing, experiencing chest pain or pressure, if they are showing new signs of 
confusion or can’t awaken, if their lips or face are blushed, or they have other 
severe symptoms, you should call 9-1-1 or call your hospital’s emergency room 
so providers may prepare for the patient’s arrival. ; Trained volunteers with Lane 
County’s non-emergency call center continue to answer questions seven days a 
week, between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. That number is 541-682-1380. That’s 
541-682-1380. Lane County Public Health continues to post coronavirus updates 
here on its website. And the Oregon Health Authority is posting daily updates. 
When you go to the Oregon Health Authority’s coronavirus webpage, you also 
may sign up for regular email updates. ; Lane County officials continue to collect 
surplus Personal Protective Equipment for our area’s anticipated emergency 
medical response to the coronavirus. They are seeking donations of new masks, 
gowns and gloves that you might have purchased for your workplace, your office, 
businesses like salons and spas, construction and contracting companies, 
landscapers and more. The collection hours are weekday afternoons between 
2:00 and 4:00 p.m. at the county’s warehouse on the north end of Eugene’s Delta 
Highway. ; On Friday, Lane County Public Health officials were asked during their 
media briefing about whether they are discouraging individuals from using 
ibuprofen and instead use acetaminophen if they begin experiencing mild to 
moderate symptoms of COVID-19. The answer is a bit complex because the data 
is still being gathered, although there has been a recommendation from the World 
Health Organization. Lane County Public health officials say they are taking it on 
a case-by-case basis. Officials are providing people with information that 
acetaminophen is an effective fever reducer and can be used in place of 
ibuprofen while they wait for that data from around the globe to come in. But they 
say it’s important to know that certain individuals in our community are at risks of 
seizures and sometimes certain medications can be used to prevent that. 
Ibuprofen can be one of those medications that, for those people, reduces fever 



and prevents seizing. But otherwise, county health officials are not currently 
recommending that individuals use ibuprofen as an effective pain reliever or fever 
reducer for treating symptoms of COVID-19. ; The Oregonian and OregonLive 
report an employee at Amazon’s Salem warehouse tested positive for the novel 
coronavirus COVID-19. Amazon officials confirmed the diagnosis on Sunday. An 
Amazon spokesperson said employees who work at the site where the person 
with the virus was stationed have all been notified about the case and officials 
are, quote, “taking extreme measures to ensure the safety of employees.” ; 
Oregon State University announced Saturday that one of the state’s positive 
cases is a student has tested positive for the coronavirus but has been isolated 
for close to two weeks and currently is not living in Corvallis. OSU officials say 
they are working with Benton County’s communicable disease authorities to 
determine whether the student might have been an infection risk to others. 
OSU and other state universities moved to online classes and exams 
beginning March 11. ; During the past month, Oregonians have stocked up on 
toilet paper and hand sanitizer—and apparently firearms and ammunition. Oregon 
State Police say they conducted nearly 40,000 background checks on people 
purchasing guns between Feb. 29 and March 22. That’s close to twice the typical 
number. The Oregonian and OregonLive quote gun store owners, who attribute 
the increase in sales to visits from regular customers, but add many people are 
coming in to buy their first gun. ; Police and other Oregon first responders have a 
message for you: Please don’t use 911 to report people who aren’t staying home 
and are ignoring social distancing guidelines. Yes, it is a health hazard. But those 
calls are tying up critical 9-1-1 lines. Instead, call your police department’s non-
emergency number. Law enforcement agencies say they’re working to educate 
people about the social distancing rules and will only issue a citation as a last 
resort. People who are cited may face a fine of $1,250 or 30 days in jail, or both. ; 
President Trump has approved a major disaster declaration for Oregon. The order 
is back-dated to Jan. 20 and brings to 18 the number of states with disaster 
declarations due to growing cases of COVID-19. It comes as the U.S. 
government's top infectious-disease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, says the country 
could see 100,000 to 200,000 deaths from the coronavirus outbreak. Faced with 
the new, grim projections, President Trump has extended federal guidelines 
recommending people stay home for another 30 days until the end of April. 
Oregon’s federal disaster declaration means that organizations involved in 
recovery efforts are eligible for federal reimbursement covering up to 75 percent 
of their spending on emergency operation and coordination costs; materials to 
disinfect public facilities; medical sheltering; and the purchase of food, water, 
medicine and other consumable supplies, including personal protective 
equipment. Governor Kate Brown on Sunday called the White House disaster 
declaration for Oregon “an important first step.” But she added that the state is 
still awaiting federal responses on other urgent requests, including for more 
personal protective equipment from the national stockpile. The governor has also 
requested individual assistance for all Oregon counties and tribes. That request, if 
approved, would include money for disaster unemployment assistance, childcare 
assistance, crisis counseling, disaster case management, and disaster legal 
services. ; The disaster declaration means that organizations involved in recovery 
efforts eligible for federal reimbursement covering up to 75 percent of their 
spending on emergency operation and coordination costs; materials to disinfect 



public facilities; medical sheltering; and the purchase of food, water, medicine and 
other consumable supplies, including personal protective equipment. Governor 
Kate Brown on Sunday called the White House disaster declaration for Oregon 
“an important first step.” But she added that the state is still awaiting federal 
responses on other urgent requests, including for more personal protective 
equipment from the national stockpile. The governor has also requested individual 
assistance for all Oregon counties and tribes. That request, if approved, would 
include money for disaster unemployment assistance, childcare assistance, crisis 
counseling, disaster case management, and disaster legal services. ; Governor 
Kate Brown yesterday thanked everyone who’s stepped up and donated personal 
protective gear at state and local collection spots. The supplies are being 
distributed to hospitals and medical workers ahead of the anticipated surge of 
COVID-19 patients who will need treatment in the coming weeks. The Oregon 
Dental Association was among the first organizations to step up with a donation 
drive among its members that collected more than 60,000 masks and close to 
600,000 gloves, gowns, and face shields. In addition, business, organizations and 
individuals donated more than 104,000 masks and 273,000. But the governor and 
state officials warn the numbers, large as they might seem, still fall far short of 
what is needed in Oregon long-term. Some health care workers across the state 
are beginning to reusing their personal protective gear under certain 
circumstances to make supplies last longer. Oregon officials hope the federal 
government will send more supplies from the national stockpile over the next few 
days or weeks to cover the gap. ; Lane County officials continue to collect surplus 
Personal Protective Equipment for our area’s anticipated emergency medical 
response to the coronavirus. They are seeking donations of new masks, gowns 
and gloves that you might have purchased for your workplace, your office, 
businesses like salons and spas, construction and contracting companies, 
landscapers and more. The collection hours are weekday afternoons between 
2:00 and 4:00 p.m. at the county’s warehouse on the north end of Eugene’s Delta 
Highway. ; On Sunday, state officials launched a dramatic new public awareness 
campaign urging people to stay home to avoid spreading coronavirus. The 
Oregonian and OregonLive report a central message of the ads, which will appear 
on television, radio, on social media, and online, is: “Don’t accidentally kill 
someone.” That message, in bold black letters against a yellow background, is 
featured in one of the videos. The video contains no dialogue, instead focusing on 
the sounds of medical equipment used to keep someone with COVID-19 
breathing. It comes after healthcare workers, the governor and other officials 
repeatedly have expressed frustration as Oregonians flocked to grocery and retail 
stores, as well as popular recreation spots, ignoring social distancing guidelines. 
The new public awareness campaign was developed by Portland-based ad 
agency Wieden+Kennedy (pronounced: Wyden), which did the work on a pro-
bono basis, which is professional work performed voluntarily and without 
payment. ; There was confusion over the weekend after officials with the Office of 
the State Fire Marshal on Saturday issued a news release that suspended the 
state’s ban on self-service gas stations, but only under certain circumstances. On 
Sunday, officials made it clear that self-service is not mandatory, and will only 
happen when a gas station owner exhausts all of their staffing options. The intent 
of the original release was to provide options should stations lose most of their 
staff to illness, childcare issues and or other safety concerns. The temporary 



suspension of the ban allows some gas stations to continue operating with less 
staff. But there would still need to be an attendant on duty whenever possible, 
frequent cleaning of self-service nozzles and pumps, clear signs on how to 
operate the pumps, and limits on operating hours. If an attendant were unable to 
be present, the owner would need to keep paperwork indicating that, as well as 
including documentation for absences and employee hiring and retention efforts. 
Facilities that already allow self-service, such as card-lock stations, must take 
steps to enforce social distancing for users and have an attendant on duty to 
supervise self-service refueling. The temporary changes are in effect for two 
weeks, through April 11, but could be extended. ; Ridership continues to fall and 
that’s forcing Lane Transit District to announce another reduction in local bus 
service that took effect on Sunday: Monday through Friday bus service is 
operating at an enhanced Sunday-level of service with expanded hours on some 
core routes. Mondays through Fridays, the first buses will leave the Eugene and 
Springfield Stations at 7:30 a.m. and the last buses will leave at 10:30 p.m. The 
extended service covers the EmX buses, as well as routes 11, 13, 24, 36, 41, 51, 
66, & 67. There will be limited service on Bus 92, the Lowell-LCC route, and Bus 
96, the Coburg route. Saturday buses will operate on a normal Sunday level 
service. Sunday service will not operate until the public health crisis eases. LTD’s 
paratransit service, RideSource, will operate a regular Sunday level of service on 
Mondays through Saturdays for only essential trips. On Sundays, RideSource will 
operate a Sunday-level service for medically essential trips only. Bus rides are 
free. Riders are asked to board through the rear doors, leaving the front door for 
older adults and people with disabilities. Go to www.LTD.org for complete details. 
; The Tokyo Olympics will open next year in July, the same slot scheduled for this 
year's games. Tokyo organizers say the opening ceremony will take place July 
23, 2021. That is almost exactly one year after the games were due to start this 
year. The IOC and Japanese organizers last week postponed the Olympics 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. The rescheduled Olympics will start July 
23, with the closing ceremony on Aug. 8. The Paralympics were rescheduled to 
Aug. 24-Sept. 5. ; The governing body of track and field says it supports the new 
dates for the Tokyo Olympics and is working with organizers in Eugene, Oregon, 
to move its world championships to 2022. The 2021 track worlds were scheduled 
to be next year from Aug. 6-15. World Athletics officials will consult with the 
organizers of the Commonwealth Games and the European Athletics 
Championships, which are scheduled to take place in 2022. ; At the University of 
Oregon, crews are continuing to work on construction of the new Hayfield Field. 
The postponement of the Olympics eased the pressure to meet some tight 
construction deadlines. The spread of the coronavirus also put off other major 
track and field events in Eugene, including the 2020 Pac-12 Track & Field 
Championships and the Prefontaine Classic. ; Meantime, many retailers—
including grocery and home improvement stores and others—are making 
changes to better protect their workers and customers from the coronavirus. 
Many stores are installing clear plexiglass “sneeze guards” between check-out 
clerks and customers. Others are placing social distancing signs at entries and 
throughout their stores and adding floor decals in checkout lines to ensure 
customers stand six feet apart. Lane County Public Health officials say they 
received a number of reports last week of crowding at some grocery stores and in 
checkout lines. They’ve responded by actively communicating with local 



businesses on how to educate and communicate with their customers. And they 
say some businesses are doing a great job of managing social distancing. Among 
the best: The Jerry’s Home Improvement stores in Springfield and Eugene. 
County health officials say Jerry’s is using some very effective strategies that 
include measuring the distance between people in lines and coordinating the 
interaction between the cashier and the person they’re serving so no unnecessary 
contact is being made. They say it’s a good model for other businesses looking to 
create similar social distancing policies. ; A military field hospital for people with 
medical issues that are not related to the coronavirus outbreak is being deployed 
at Seattle's CenturyLink Field Event Center, which is home to the Seahawks 
football team. Officials say 300 soldiers from the 627th Army Hospital at Fort 
Carson, Colorado, have deployed to Seattle as hospital staff. The intent is to 
create at least 150 hospital beds for non-COVID-19 cases. Officials are planning 
to use the field hospital for maladies such as broken bones and other needs. The 
Washington state Department of Health says there have been 4,300 confirmed 
coronavirus cases statewide, including 189 deaths. ; Farmers and orchard owners 
nationwide are breathing a little easier. This week more permitted agricultural 
workers will be able to cross the border from Mexican to handle everything from 
planting to pruning to harvest. The Capital Press reports the State Department on 
Thursday expanded the number of foreign agricultural workers whose visa 
applications can be processed without an in-person interview. After suspending 
"non-essential" visa processing in Mexico due to the coronavirus outbreak, the 
agency said it would prioritize processing for returning H2A workers whose visas 
expired within the last year by giving them an interview waiver. It also broadened 
those waivers to include new workers and returning workers whose visas had 
expired in the past 24 months. ; President Trump is bracing the nation for a death 
toll that could exceed 100,000 people. Trump on Sunday extended restrictive 
social distancing guidelines through April. It came after public health experts 
presented him with increasingly dire projections about the expanding coronavirus 
pandemic. It was a stark shift in tone by the president, who only days ago said he 
hoped to see the country reopening by Easter on April 12. ; The U.S. 
government's top infectious-disease expert says the country could see 100,000 to 
200,000 deaths from the coronavirus outbreak. Dr. Anthony Fauci said millions 
could become infected in the United States. Faced with Fauci's grim projections 
and the possibility that even more could die in the U.S. without measures to keep 
people away from each other. The tally kept by Johns Hopkins University shows 
the U.S. had more than 143,000 infections and 2,400 deaths. Worldwide, more 
than 33,000 people have died, half of them in Spain and Italy. ; President Trump 
has backed away from calling for a quarantine for coronavirus hotspots in New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut. Instead, Trump is directing that a “strong 
Travel Advisory” be issued to stem the spread of the outbreak. Trump raised the 
idea of a quarantine in a tweet earlier Saturday, but governors in the three states 
pushed back. New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo was particularly critical, telling CNN 
that roping off states would amount to “a federal declaration of war.” Cuomo also 
said he believes that such a quarantine would be illegal, economically 
catastrophic and “preposterous." ; The U.S. government's top infectious disease 
expert is warning that smaller U.S. cities might be the next to experience 
accelerated numbers of COVID-19, a dynamic already underway in New York, 
Chicago, Detroit and New Orleans. ; Dr. Anthony Fauci told ABC's “Good Morning 



America” the dynamics of the coronavirus spread are concerning to health 
analysts, who fear growing numbers of “mini outbreaks.” It comes amid a 
shortage of tests in many smaller communities and the perception among some 
residents that COVID-19 is a big-city problem. But Fauci says what experts 
learned from painful experience with this outbreak is that it goes along almost on 
a straight line, then a little acceleration, more acceleration, then cases goes way 
up. ; A Navy hospital ship is set to arrive in New York Harbor to help relieve the 
coronavirus crisis gripping New York City's hospitals.  The USNS Comfort has 
1,000 beds and 12 operating rooms that could be up and running within 24 hours 
of its arrival this morning. It's expected to bolster a besieged health care system 
by treating non-coronavirus patients while hospitals treat people with COVID-19. 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio and others are criticizing President Donald 
Trump for suggesting with no clear evidence that thousands of medical masks are 
disappearing from New York City hospitals. ; The official statistics reported by 
health authorities around the world would seem to show that the United States 
has more coronavirus infections than any other country. But whether that is truly 
the case is far from clear. The U.S. has more than 143,000 cases, and close to 
two of every five positive tests are in New York state. New York has been doing 
more testing than anywhere else in the country. ; Increasing numbers of police 
officers and civilian law enforcement staff are getting sick as the number of 
coronavirus cases explodes across the U.S. And the growing tally raises 
questions about how laws can and should be enforced during the pandemic, and 
about how departments will hold up as the virus spreads among the ranks of 
those whose work puts them at increased risk of infection. An Associated Press 
survey this week of over 40 law enforcement agencies found more than 690 
officers and civilian employees at police departments and sheriff’s offices around 
the country have tested positive for COVID-19. ; The possibility of a strike by 
some Instacart workers highlights the impact of the coronavirus outbreak on the 
grocery delivery business, where workers are worried about their safety as they 
try to meet a surge in demand for online groceries. Some workers have called for 
a walk-out today, saying they need hazard pay and protective gear, among other 
demands. Instacart announced some improvements to safety and its tips system 
Sunday. Some workers are considering the strike, but others only recently took up 
the gig amid mass layoffs in other industries and appreciate a paying job. ; 
California farms are still working to supply food to much of the United States amid 
the coronavirus. But some farmworkers are anxious about the virus spreading 
among them. Many travel in groups to fields and say employers show no regard 
for social distancing. Some farms are keeping workers spaced out and asking 
them to wear gloves and use hand sanitizer. But an industry group says the 
distancing measures can be inefficient and costly. If workers are sidelined by 
illness, it could jeopardize crop yields and disrupt the food supply. United Farm 
Workers is using the moment to push for longstanding requests like removing 
hurdles to sick pay. ; Older people remain most at risk of dying as the new 
coronavirus continues its rampage around the globe, but they're far from the only 
ones vulnerable. As cases skyrocket in the U.S. and Europe, it's becoming 
increasingly clear that how healthy you were before the pandemic began plays a 
key role in how you fare, regardless of your age. One of many mysteries: Men 
seem to be faring worse than women. The majority of people who get COVID-19 
have mild or moderate symptoms. But a legitimate question is who should worry 



most that they'll be among the most seriously ill. ; Elmo, Rooster and Cookie 
Monster are doing their part to help keep kids safe as the coronavirus pandemic 
grinds on. The beloved Sesame Street Muppets are featured in some of four new 
animated public service spots reminding young fans to take care while doing such 
things as washing hands and sneezing. The new content on SesameStreet.org 
builds on last week’s launch of Sesame Workshop's Caring for Each Other 
initiative to help families stay physically and mentally healthy during the health 
crisis. The new spots will be distributed globally in 19 languages through partners 
that include HBO, PBS Kids, YouTube and the Ad Council. ; The billions of tax 
dollars headed for hospitals and states as part of the $2.2 trillion coronavirus 
response bill won't solve the critical shortage of protective gowns, gloves and 
masks. That's what a close look by The Associated Press has found. Experts say 
the problem isn't a lack of money. It's that there aren't enough supplies to buy. 
What's more, the crisis has exposed a fragmented procurement system that's 
descending into chaos just as demand soars. Hospitals, state governments and 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency are left bidding against each other 
and driving up prices. ; Health experts say there's very low risk of catching the 
coronavirus from handling mail and packages. But they say to avoid touching your 
face and wash your hands after handling the mail. Those making deliveries are 
taking steps to try to protect themselves from the virus. They're no longer 
requiring signatures for packages, wearing gloves, cleaning off common areas at 
post offices and trying to steer clear of customers. The union for letter carriers 
says 51 postal employees have tested positive for COVID-19 so far and that 
nearly 2,000 are in quarantine. ; Country singer Joe Diffie, who had a string of hits 
in the 1990s with chart-topping, rock-tinged singles such as “Home” and “Pickup 
Man” has died after testing positive for COVID-19. He was 61. A spokesman for 
Diffie on Friday announced he had contracted the coronavirus, becoming the first 
country star to go public with such a diagnosis. Diffie's publicist said the singer 
died Sunday in Nashville, Tennessee, due to complications from the virus. Diffie 
was a native of Tulsa, Oklahoma. He was a member of the Grand Ole Opry for 
more than 25 years. His hits included “Honky Tonk Attitude" and “Prop Me Up 
Beside the Jukebox (If I Die)." ; The family of John Prine says the singer-
songwriter is critically ill and has been placed on a ventilator while being treated 
for COVID-19-type symptoms. A message posted on Prine's Twitter page Sunday 
said the “Angel from Montgomery” singer has been hospitalized since Thursday 
and his condition worsened on Saturday. Prine’s wife and manager Fiona Whelan 
Prine earlier this month said that she had tested positive for the coronavirus. She 
said the couple were quarantined and isolated from each other. ; A concert 
featuring Garth Brooks and Trisha Yearwood crashed Facebook Live several 
times last week, and that made CBS take notice. CBS will air a special called 
"Garth and Trisha Live!" on Wednesday. Brooks and Yearwood had performed 
from their home on their weekly Facebook show, "Inside Studio G," last Monday. 
It attracted 5.2 million viewers, taking out the system multiple times. Brooks will 
use today's "Inside Studio G" to tell people how to make requests for the CBS 
special. Brooks, Yearwood and CBS will donate $1 million to charities yet to be 
determined. A minimal crew practicing social distancing will film the special. /  
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COVID-19: As of 8:40 a.m., there were more than 803,000 cases of COVID-19 
worldwide. Close to 165,000 are in the United States. More than 3,100 people in 
the U.S. have died. Close to 6,000 have recovered. The largest outbreaks are in 
New York, New Jersey, California, Michigan, Florida, Washington state, Illinois, 
Pennsylvania and Louisiana. ; Lane County Public Health officials were notified 
yesterday that four more people have tested positive for COVID-19. That brings 
the county’s total number of “presumptive positive” cases to 16 with one death 
earlier this month. The new cases include: A woman in her 30s who is self-
isolating at her private residence in Eugene-Springfield and is considered 
medically stable; a woman in her 80s from Eugene-Springfield who is self-
isolating at her private residence and is considered medically stable; a man in his 
60s who is from the Eugene-Springfield area and is hospitalized in stable 
condition; and a man in his 50s who lives in a private residence outside of the 
Eugene-Springfield area but currently is hospitalized and in stable condition. Lane 
County public health investigators are working to determine whether the patients 
had close contact with other members of the community and whether there are 
any points of community exposure. ; The Oregon Health Authority announced on 
Monday that three more people in Oregon have died from COVID. That puts the 
state’s death toll at 16. The death occurred Sunday and some were announced 
by local officials at that time, then added to the state’s total yesterday morning. 
They include: a 91-year-old man in Linn County who died at the Oregon veterans’ 
home in Lebanon; a 91-year-old man in Yamhill County who died at a Newberg 
hospital; and an 80-year-old man in Clackamas County. All three had underlying 
medical conditions. State health officials say they learned of 58 new positive tests 
yesterday, bringing the total number of cases since the outbreak began to 606. ; 
Members of the Lane County Board of Commissioners this afternoon will consider 
an emergency purchase of the former Veterans Affairs Clinic on River Avenue in 
order to increase the county’s ability to handle an expected “surge” of COVID-19 
patients in the weeks ahead. The property at 100 River Avenue, off the Beltline 
Highway, was closed by the VA in 2016 when staff moved into the new clinic off 
Chad Drive. Under the plan, county officials would purchase the building and 
surrounding property for $1.8 million dollars. The site would be used for the 
medical response for people who are unhoused and are ill, whether they are 
being isolated and need to be quarantined in a safe place because they are 
showing signs of COVID-19, or are recovering and recently released from 



hospitals and need a safe place to recover. People who are homeless are more 
vulnerable to the coronavirus because many have respiratory infections and 
weakened immune systems from harsh living conditions. They also have less 
access to places to wash their hands and take care of other basic hygiene needs. 
State and local officials say providing medical shelter with social distancing for the 
unhoused will help slow the spread of transmission among both the homeless and 
the overall community. The county is already partnering with the St. Vincent 
DePaul Society of Lane County, the cities of Eugene and Springfield, 
Willamalane, Occupy Medical and others to provide emergency shelter for 
homeless people who are healthy. Those sites are at the Lane County 
Fairgrounds and the Memorial Building on North “A” Street in Springfield. But 
health experts say those who are showing symptoms of COVID need to be kept 
separate from those who are not ill. The intent would be to isolate unhoused 
patients until their test results are negative or until they have gone 72 hours, 
without the aid of medication, with no fever or cough. County officials say they 
looked at efforts in other cities and states to rent hotel rooms. But they such 
facilities and their rooms have proven difficult and increasingly expensive to 
secure and put a strain on staff to manage as case numbers climb because it’s as 
not easy to monitor each room and its patient. The owner of the former VA clinic 
has agreed to allow the County to occupy the site while the purchase is going 
through. ; Confronted with a lack of protective equipment, health care workers 
treating coronavirus patients are reusing masks that are supposed to be used 
once and then discarded and are even making their own — and more are getting 
infected. We learned yesterday that 12 staffers at Oregon Health and Science 
University in Portland have tested positive for COVID-19. ; Twelve staff members 
at the Oregon Health and Science University hospital in Portland have tested 
positive for COVID-19. The announcement came as health providers in hospitals 
across the state said they remain concerned about the lack of enough protective 
gear for doctors, nurses and others treating COVID patients. OHSU officials 
declined to say in which departments the affected employees worked. The 
institution greatly increased its testing of staff members during the past two 
weeks, which might account for some of the increase in positive tests. ; 
Announcement of the one dozen cases among staff members at OHSU came on 
the same day that the head of the Oregon Office of Emergency Management 
outlined efforts to distribute personal protective gear—or PPE—to front-line 
medical workers as donations and other shipments arrive. Andrew Phelps says 
the state’s PPE distribution center in Wilsonville is now fully operational and 
sending what supplies it has to county emergency managers, tribes and other 
entities across the state for distribution. Phelps says Governor Kate Brown’s 
activation of Oregon’s Unified Command structure and emergency center is 
similar to how state officials would respond during a major Cascadia earthquake. 
Oregon’s Office of Emergency Management works with 33 state agencies, the 36 
counties and other jurisdictions to track COVID cases and coordinate the 
statewide response. ; Tips for Staying Safe When Someone in Your Home is 
Sick: If someone in your household falls ill with symptoms of COVID-19, your 
immediate concerns double: You worry that you may get the virus, but you also 
worry about how best to help care for family members or roommates. Officials 
with the Oregon Health Authority have a few tips on what to do—and not do. 



; The Oregonian and OregonLive report state officials plan to begin inspecting 
workplaces this week to evaluate employee complaints that some businesses are 
not doing enough to protect people from exposure to the coronavirus. Under the 
state’s “Stay Home, Save Lives” guidelines, many businesses may continue 
operating provided they maintain a safe distance among employees and take 
additional steps to prevent the virus for spreading. But according to reports 
collected by the state’s Occupational Safety and Health division, known as 
Oregon OSHA, hundreds of Oregon workers say their employers are failing in 
those efforts. Oregon OSHA officials say they fielded more than 1,100 complaints 
about coronavirus issues last week. Surprise inspections were expected to begin 
yesterday. Law enforcement agencies have said they will focus education rather 
than citations if they encounter people who are ignoring social distancing 
guidelines in casual settings around the community. But Oregon OSHA inspectors 
say they will issue citations first, rather than warnings, because placing workers in 
dangerous settings is an immediate risk to their health and the community’s 
health. Inspectors first will try to determine whether an employer tried to credibly 
address a recognized social distancing hazard. ; The Oregon Association of 
Nurseries is publishing an online list of nursery and greenhouse businesses that 
have indicated they are hiring seasonal and temporary help. The list provides the 
contact information for potential employers for anyone who might have recently 
been laid off or displaced from work. Spring is the peak season for agricultural 
workers in the ornamental plant industry. Nurseries and greenhouses operate 
within a tight time window, set by Mother Nature. The nurseries and greenhouses 
make up Oregon’s leading agricultural sector and generated nearly $1 billion in 
sales in 2018, according to the Oregon Department of Agriculture. Nearly 80% of 
the plants and trees grown in Oregon are shipped out-of-state and 
internationally. Positions may be available at all levels of production, often with 
little to no prior experience in agriculture required. Safety training is integrated into 
standard work assignments. Retail positions also might be available. The manual 
and skilled labor assignments are often outdoors or in designated workspaces 



that are already in compliance with state and federal social distancing 
recommendations. Industry officials say measures are already in place to protect 
staff and consumers from the spread of pathogens—whether from plants, soil or 
COVID-19—in nursery and greenhouse work environments.  The Oregon 
Association of Nurseries’ seasonal/temporary help page will be updated regularly 
and can be found at www.oan.org/seasonalhelp ; Quick update from the Oregon 
Department of Human Services about SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program) benefits: Oregonians who have difficulty finding work during the COVID-
19 pandemic will not have to worry about losing their food benefits. Normally, 
benefits are only available for three months for people who are not working but 
are considered able to work. But new emergency legislation from Congress 
temporarily suspends time limits for those SNAP recipients who are required to 
seek work as a condition of receiving benefits. The changes begin April 1, 2020 
and end the month after the Secretary of Health and Human Services declares 
the COVID-19 state of emergency is lifted. SNAP is a federally funded program 
that offers nutrition assistance to low-income individuals and families. SNAP is the 
largest program in the domestic hunger safety net. State officials announced last 
week that Oregonians statewide now may use their SNAP benefits online to buy 
groceries at Amazon or Wal-Mart, a shift that helps support physical distancing 
efforts by allowing people to shop from home. In addition, Oregon’s Department 
of Human Services is not requiring interviews for those who report having no 
household income. You also may apply for SNAP without visiting a DHS office by 
going online to the Department of Human Services’ Oregon Health Plan website 
at OHP.Oregon.gov  You can also learn whether you and your household qualify 
for coverage under the Oregon Health Plan, the state’s Medicaid provider. ; As 
health officials and medical personnel across Oregon battle COVID-19, state 
officials are looking forward to another battle that could further drain resources: 
The summer wildfire season. Officials worry an early or prolonged season will not 
only drain an already-strained budget, but could raise the risk of spreading the 
coronavirus among firefighting personnel. That could mean making a less-
aggressive attack on some blazes to avoid putting crews at increased risk of 
contracting COVID-19. They also fear wildfire smoke could blanket parts of the 
state, putting already vulnerable residents at risk of respiratory distress and 
making them more vulnerable to COVID-19. But some help is on the way. Oregon 
U.S. Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley announced yesterday the U.S. Forest 
Service will provide five additional airtankers, when needed, to battle wildfires in 
Oregon. The additional contracts awarded by the Forest Service means the 
agency will have up to 18 airtankers available for the summer wildfire season—35 
when other contracting options also are used. The contracts for the five additional 
tankers are going to two companies in Oregon-- Aero Air in Hillsboro and Coulson 
Aviation in Portland—as well as Spokane, Washington-based Aero Flite. ; The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers yesterday closed all of its Oregon recreation sites 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Corps officials say it’s part of an effort to 
enforce state and federal social distancing guidelines and protect their 
employees. Signs and closed gates are up at campgrounds, recreation sites and 
more. If you had a paid campground reservation, you’ll be contacted by email and 
receive a full refund via Recreation.gov with no cancellation fees. Wait for that 
email from Recreation.gov rather than going online to request the refund—that 
could lead to you’re being inadvertently hit with cancellation fees. ; Eugene Water 



and Electric Board offices are closed to the public, but customers can still conduct 
business online. That includes staying current with payments and applying for the 
EWEB’s Customer Care bill assistance program. The utility offers the $260 credit 
annually to customers who meet income guidelines, and in response to the 
coronavirus, the utility is extending the program to customers who experience a 
job loss related to the crisis.  Applications for the EWEB Customer Care program 
will open April 1 at 9 a.m. and are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis 
until funds for the month have been fully allocated. You may find the Customer 
Care application along with additional instructions, including a video tutorial for 
using the online form, on the website eweb.org/assistance With so many local 
residents hit hard by the pandemic and associated business closures, EWEB 
expects a surge of applications when the program opens on April 1. The utility is 
offering some tips to streamline the process for its customers: First, EWEB 
recommends reviewing the application instructions in advance, and gathering 
necessary documentation. In addition to your EWEB account number, applicants 
will need proof of income eligibility or unemployment benefits. One easy way to 
obtain proof of benefits is using an app called Fresh EBT. The app is free for 
Oregon Trail Card holders and comes with several features that users may find 
useful, including coupons and the ability to explore job postings. As an alternative 
to using the app, a letter from Oregon Department of Human Services or the state 
Employment Department will also serve as proof of eligibility. Another tip is using 
the utility’s online form to apply for assistance. This will help avoid overloading the 
phone lines and long on-hold wait times for applicants. If you are a senior or 
customer with disabilities, EWEB offers the additional option to apply through the 
mail. ; Both the Eugene (1464 West 6th Ave.) and Springfield (1025 G Street) 
Catholic Community Service Centers continue to provide food to the residents of 
Lane County. Monday, Wednesday, Friday – Open to the public 9:00am – 
12:00pm for food box distribution. Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday  – Closed to the 
public. Normally, the two food pantries are each staffed by 1 staff member and 8-
9 volunteers but due to health concerns, the volunteer pool has been greatly 
reduced to 1-2 daily so all CCS staff are now working in the food pantries, as 
needed. On Wednesday, March 25, the Eugene Community Service Center 
distributed a record 137 bags of premade food boxes. The non-profit also has 
seen an increase in new clients and had 37 new families register for food box 
assistance in a single day. Are you able to help out? Catholic Community 
Services is asking those who are able to consider a one-time donation or commit 
to becoming a monthly donor. Donations will help to: Offset the costs of 
maintaining salary levels for staff and their families, as staff hours have been 
decreased by 25% to reduce contact and mitigate against the spread of the virus; 
Offset the revenue lost from the cancellation of two fund raisers; Assist with the 
costs of bags for food. CCS had to change the mode of food service from client-
select to pre-packed bags. Over 400 bags are needed each of the three days a 
week that food service is provided. Recent donations of heavy-duty plastic bags 
from Walmart and Target have provided a bridge for food service but there will 
come a time when purchasing plastic bags will become necessary. Additionally, 
some new volunteers are needed on food-pantry days and at other times when 
bags are being pre-packed. If you have time to volunteer or if you could help CCS 
with a donation, please go to www.ccslc.org ; President Trump backed away from 
his hopes for an Easter rebirth for the nation's economy after doctors presented 



him with grim projections on the coronavirus pandemic. They warned that even if 
the economy remained shut and most Americans stayed in their homes, the virus 
could still leave 100,000 to 200,000 people dead and millions infected. And the 
totals would be far worse if the nation reopened. Trump sided with the doctors 
over the economists, at least for now, but he remains torn between fighting an 
invisible enemy and protecting the nation’s bottom line. ; New York's governor has 
put out an urgent plea for medical volunteers as coronavirus deaths in New York 
City mount and hospitals are overwhelmed. Authorities say it could be a preview 
of what other cities across the U.S. will soon face. On Monday, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said New York needed help now as the number of dead in the state 
climbed past 1,200, with most dying in the city. In Europe, hard-hit Italy and Spain 
saw their death tolls climb by more than 800 each. But the World Health 
Organization's emergency chief said cases there were “potentially stabilizing.” ; A 
Navy hospital ship has arrived in New York City to help relieve the coronavirus 
crisis gripping New York City's hospitals. The USNS Comfort has 1,000 beds and 
12 operating rooms that could be up and running within 24 hours of its arrival 
Monday morning. It's expected to bolster a besieged health care system by 
treating non-coronavirus patients while hospitals treat people with COVID-19. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and others are criticizing President Donald Trump for 
suggesting with no clear evidence that thousands of medical masks are 
disappearing from New York City hospitals. ; Passengers from a cruise ship 
stranded at sea with coronavirus cases and deaths are pleading with Florida 
officials to let them disembark. The Zaandam's plans to dock in Florida are still up 
in the air but have already been rebuked by local officials and Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis. Hundreds of passengers and crew members from the Zaandam have 
not stepped on dry land for 15 days. The Panama Canal's administrator said he 
made an exception to allow the ship with coronavirus cases to pass through "for 
humanitarian reasons.” DeSantis says his state's health care resources are 
already stretched too thin to take the passengers. ; When will the money arrive? 
That's the urgent question for small business owners who have been devastated 
by the coronavirus outbreak. They're awaiting help from the $2 trillion rescue 
package signed into law Friday. But with bills fast coming due, no end to business 
closings and an economy that's all but shut down, owners are worried about 
survival. Millions of owners face April 1 due dates for rent, mortgage, credit card 
and other payments. Some have been granted leniency from landlords and 
lenders. But even then, there are other business and personal bills that are owed. 
And employees — at least those who haven't been laid off — must be paid. ; 
Macy's is furloughing a majority of its 130,000 workers beginning this week as its 
sales have collapsed because of the pandemic. The company says that it will be 
moving to an ‘’absolute minimum workforce" needed to maintain basic operations. 
It says there will be fewer furloughs in its online operations. At least through May, 
furloughed colleagues who are enrolled in health benefits will continue to receive 
coverage with the company covering 100% of the premium. ; Some Instacart and 
Amazon warehouse workers have walked off the job to demand greater 
safeguards against the coronavirus, even as both companies are speed-hiring 
hundreds of thousands of new workers to handle a surge in delivery orders. The 
one-day strikes likely had a limited impact on consumers, but the unrest called 
attention to mounting discontent among low-wage workers who are on the front 
lines of the pandemic, serving the needs of those who can keep safe working 



from home. Whole Worker, a workers group for Whole Foods employees, is 
calling for a nationwide “sick out” today. /  

 
 


