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FCC Quarterly Issues/Programming Report 
January 1 – March 31, 2009 

 
KATV’s Programming Report reflects the major issues for the 1st Quarter and is in no way 
all-inclusive.  The issues, which dominated this quarter of 2009 as determined by KATV’s 
continuing ascertainment of community leaders, KATV’s news operation, and comments of 
our viewers, are listed below: 
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I. AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE 
 
 
News on Live at 5  –  January 3, 2009     Duration: 00:01:32 
Michelle Rupp reported a new grocery store and market will soon open in the Argenta district in 
North Little Rock. The business will occupy the space formerly known as the Argenta Seafood 
Company. This will be the first store of it's kind utilizing goods from Arkansas certified farmers. 
With the closing of the Argenta Seafood Company soon will bring the opening of Argenta market.  
The restaurant turned grocery will build off core staples such as eggs, dairy, meat, and produce from 
Arkansas farmers but that's not all. It's going to be very unique.  It's sort of a hybrid New York deli 
that has a lot of upscale local foods that we're going to do.  We're going to have a deli menu, we'll 
have a coffee shop that's doing locally grown, fair shade, locally roasted coffees  bread and pastries 
made with local wheat that's also certified organic. The market is a new concept in local food stores.  
Buying local will allow their menus to showcase what's in season. We're putting money back into the 
small rural communities through our outdoor farmers markets & markets like our store and other 
restaurants in town that have chosen to buy local when they can. While many may see this time as a 
bad time to open a new business, for them the timing couldn't be more perfect. The Argenta Market 
is expected to open in March.   
News on Live at 5 – February 12, 2009     Duration: 00:00:48 
Scott Inman reported rice fields all across Arkansas are undergoing big changes this month. Farmers 
have the crop out of the fields and are now getting ready to lure the ducks all over the state. Fields 
are being flooded and the pumps are working overtime. Before this week, these hunting havens had 
not gotten much rain. Diesel prices are down just like unleaded gas, but, it can still cost farmers 
thousands of dollars to get their field ready. Many of those farmers recoup the money though by 
leasing their land to hunters. Duck season opens November 22nd. There are three short seasons 
finishing in January. 
 
News on Daybreak – March 3, 2009    Duration: 00:00:21 
Beth Hunt reported the Oklahoma Attorney General is still blaming Arkansas based poultry 
companies for polluting the Illinois River. The Attorney General says 13 companies, including 
Tyson Chicken, are disposing of bird waste in the river valley, but a spokesperson for the poultry 
industry says that bacteria levels in the watershed are no higher than the levels in the rest of the 
state's water. In September, a federal judge rejected Oklahoma's request for an injunction to prevent 
poultry companies from dumping waste in the watershed. 
 
 

II. CONSUMER AND LABOR 
 
  
News on Daybreak – January 7, 2009     Duration: 00:00:26 
Beth Hunt reported more than 30 subpeonas have been sent out from the attorney general's office 
to gas stations across the state. The move comes in the wake of thousands of reports of price 
gouging after Ike hit the oil-rich gulf coast region. The stations will have 20 days to respond to the 
subpoenas. If enough evidence is found McDaniel says he will demand the businesses make 
restitution and pay penalties. Around 52 stations in all are included in the subpoenas 
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News on Nightside at 10 pm– February 24, 2009    Duration:00:00:33  
Scott Inman reported the city of North Little Rock made a plea to the Army Corps of Engineers 
tonight to resolve the legal problems surrounding the proposed Shoppes at North Hills, where a 
Bass Pro Shop was supposed to be built. The city council voted unanimously on the resolution, 
asking the Army Corps of Engineers to do what they can to speed up the project, which had its 
construction permit revoked earlier this month. However the corps says it has no control over legal 
problems surrounding the delayed construction. They say that responisbility lies with the project's 
developers. 
 
News on Daybreak – March 24, 2009     Duration: 00:00:32  
 Jason Pederson reported the folks at Watershed continued to hand out food baskets to those who 
came in Tuesday. They expect to wrap up the food give away today and will begin handing out toys 
for Christmas. Reverand Hezekiah Stewart is still asking for your help because the need will continue 
beyond the Christmas and New Years holidays. The watershed is also looking for volunteers to help 
cook the meals for christmas day. 
 

III. CRIME AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
 
 
News on Nightside at 10:00 pm – January 30, 2009   Duration: 00:00:32 
Scott Inman reported that a trial began today for the first of three brothers charged with capitol 
murder. They are accused in the death of 6 year old Kamya Weathersby from last December. 
Prosecutors began presenting the state's case against 18 year old Kevin Banks this afternoon in 
Pulaski County 2nd Division Circuit court after a jury was selected this morning. Earlier this week a 
judge granted a request to try the suspects separately with Banks to be tried first.  20 year old Ricky 
Smith's trial will begin on November 24th and 21 year old Marqus Smith will be tried on January 
12th. 
 
News on Daybreak – February 25, 2009     Duration: 00:00:26 
Jason Pederson reported the mother of a two year old boy is facing child endangerment charges 
after the toddler was found alone in a hotel room. Police were called to America's Best Value Inn in 
Little Rock where they found Deondre Washington crying. His mother, April James, was called.  
James told police she had left the toddler with a babysitter named Kim but was arrested after she 
could not give police any contact information for the alleged sitter. 
 
News at 6pm – March 30, 2009      Duration: 00:00:34 
Pamela Smith reported two homeless men have been arrested and accused of breaking into two 
Little Rock homes. Police say a resident came home yesterday afternoon to find 44 year old Chester 
Burgess trying to take items out of his house. The resident held Burgess until police could arrive.  
Burgess is facing charges of residential burglary, theft, and possession of a firearm. In a separate case 
over the weekend, police responded to an alarm and found a homeless man hiding under a bed in 
the home. 43-year-old Richard Hickman was arrested and charged with burglary and theft. The 
break-ins do not appear to be related.     
 
 

IV. DEFENSE AND VETERAN AFFAIRS (Secretary of State) 
 
News on Nightside at 10pm – January 15, 2009    Duration: 00:00:48 



 5 

Scott Inman reported the Central Arkansas Veterans Healthcare System is setting up a triage center 
for hurricane evacuees.  It will be located at Little Rock's Central Flying Service. The center is third 
on the list to receive patients from the gulf coast. Less than two weeks ago the same center was set 
up for Gustav, and they accepted more than 200 patients. Little Rock Air Force Base is also 
providing some support for hurricane Ike, flying patients away from coastal areas, and organizing 
medical personnel teams.  
 
 
 
News on Saturday Daybreak – February 8, 2009    Duration: 00:00:25 
Jason Pederson reported that construction of new homes at Little Rock Air Force Base will begin 
again soon. A new contractor has taken over a troubled construction project and promises to build 
or renovate nearly one thousand homes in just over three years. The company, HP communities, 
will also be working on three other air force bases around the country that were abandoned by 
American Eagle Communities. The Jacksonville project has been on hold for over a year.  
 
 
       
News on Nightside at 10pm– March 11, 2009    Duration: 00:00:22 
Heather Crawford reported the Pine Bluff Arsenal has started its final phase of weapons destruction. 
Workers processed the first one-ton container of mustard gas over the weekend and officials say it 
should take about three years to complete the work. The arsenal previously destroyed nerve agents 
under an international treaty and once held about 12-percent of the US Army's chemical weapons 
stockpile. 

V.    EDUCATION AND YOUTH 
 
 
News on Nightside at 10 pm – January 14, 2009    Duration: 00:00:26 
Amanda Manatt reported three children in Pulaski County are missing this morning. Kerston 
Ratcliff, Cortnee Ratcliff and Tyler Yarberry haven't been seen since Tuesday.  Authorities believe 
the three could be with 28-year-old William Blundell. Authorities also suspect the three are in a red 
Mitsubishi Eclipse with Arkansas plates 589MNB. If you have any information on the whereabouts 
of the three missing kids or Blundell call the Pulaski County Sheriff's Office at 340-6616. 
 
News on Live at 5 – February 28, 2009     Duration: 00:00:35 

 Heather Crawford reported parents of Clinton Elementary students have the chance to get answers 
about their children's safety and education tonight. Students are currently out of school while 
classrooms are being packed up and moved to make way for engineers who will assess the structural 
integrity of the school. Part of the school's support beans have been damaged - apparently by a 
flame retardant chemical applied to the roof supports. Tomorrow, everyone will report to First 
Assembly Church in North Little Rock. There will be a meeting for parents at First Assembly 
Church, tonight at 6:30 to answer questions about the move. 
 
News on Nightside – March 8, 2009     Duration: 00:01:19 
Jessica Dean reported the Watson Chapel School Board votes on the fate of two Watson Chapel 
Junior High students who allegedly had a gun on campus. Last week, Watson Chapel school officials 
received a tip that some students had a gun on campus leading to a full out investigation. The 
Watson Chapel School Board unanimously voted to expel two of its junior high students Monday 
night for possesion of a hangun and ammunition on campus. Just last week, the students admitted to 
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exchanging a gun on campus. At that time, the superintendent said it was important to punish those 
students in the strongest way possible. The students will both be expelled for a full year.  
 

VI. HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
 
 
News on Nightside at 10 pm – January 8, 2009    Duration: 00:00:21 
Heather Crawford reported some medical patients forced to evacuate their home states because of 
hurricanes Gustav and Ike are returning home. As many as 40 ambulances along with a convoy of 
military vehicles arrived in Arkansas today to begin returning the patients to both Texas and 
Louisiana. Some of the vehicles came from as far away as Nebraska to help return the patients back 
home. 
 
News on Nightside at 10pm – February 21, 2009    Duration: 00:00:39 
Scott Inman reported a cavity prevention campaign made a stop at Martin Luther King Magnet  
Elementary School today. Students who qualified, and had permission from their parents, were 
given sealants on their teeth today to help prevent tooth decay.  The doctor who organized it says he 
hopes that it will teach good dental hygiene. 85 second and third graders were given sealants. The 
event is part of a statewide campaign to promote dental health, and provide free dental sealants for 
as many as two thousand children who could not otherwise afford them.  
 
News at 6pm  –  March 30, 2009     Duration: 00:00:28 
Pamela Smith reported the only hospital in the City of Jacksonville will remain open. The 
Jacksonville Hospital Board and city leaders have signed a deal that will keep North Metro Medical 
Center up and running. For months, the hospital has been on the verge of financial failure but now 
the board has approved a new managing agreement. A separate agreement would also include an 
option to buy the hospital within a four year period. Allegiance Health Management will begin 
running the hospital January first. 

 
VII. POLITICS (Treasury, Housing, Urban Development) 

 
 
News on Good Morning Arkansas – January 20, 2009    Duration: 00:00:47 
Beth Hunt reported big endorsements are in both for and against a lottery proposal in Arkansas. 
Former University of Arkansas Chancellor John White threw his support in favor of the lottery 
efforts. Meanwhile, the Family Council Action Committee got a 75-thousand dollar check from Jim 
Walton toward a campaign opposing a state-run lottery. We're just pleased that he understands the 
lottery and knows how bad it is for Arkansas and we're glad he's helping us. I believe the 
beneficiaries of this scholarship program will be the young people and their parents but also those 
institutions that will now see young people come to them to pursue a degree who otherwise would 
not have. Voters will decide whether to approve a state constitutional amendment creating a lottery 
to fund the hope scholarship. 
 
News at 6:00 pm– February 17, 2009     Duration: 00:00:30 
Heather Crawford reported calls have been pouring in to the local census bureau today with people 
interested in working on the 2010 US census. One thousand full and part time positions have to be 
filled for the upcoming census. The bureau received more than one hundred calls in the first two 
hours of being open today. The positions will last up to two years and the beginning pay is between 
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$11.25 and $12.75. If you would like more information on the jobs call 1-866-861-2010. We've also 
linked the census website to ours at katv-dot-com under newslinks.  
 
News on Nightside  – March 22, 2009     Duration: 00:00:22 
Scott Inman reported former Governor Mike Huckabee is praising President-Elect Barack Obama's 
cabinet choices. While signing copies of his new book at the Clinton Library today, Huckabee 
complimented Obama for choosing Hillary Clinton as Secretary of State, and praised his selection of 
Governors to serve in the cabinet. His new book is called "Do The Right Thing" and is on the top 
10 best sellers list. 
 

VIII.     SPIRIT AND LEISURE (Interior) 
 
News on Saturday Daybreak – January 4, 2009    Duration: 00:00:26 
Jason Pederson reported a 25-foot sculpture was unveiled Friday as part of a re-dedication ceremony 
of War Memorial Stadium. Governor Mike Beebe and Little Rock Mayor Mark Stodola were on and 
and as the stars and stripes sculpture and the surrounding Sturgis Veterans Plaza were dedicated 
during the ceremony. The 53-thousand seat stadium itself was re-dedicated to veterans of both 
World War One and two as well as all other veterans and current Arkansans serving the country. 
 
News on Live at 5 – February 22, 2009     Duration: 00:00:26 
Scott Inman reported that for the twelfth consecutive year Arkansas hunters will get 60 days of duck 
hunting. There are three seasons, the first runs from tomorrow through December 1st, the second is 
December 6th through December 24th, and the third, December 26th through January 25th. New 
this year -  the daily bag limit for hen, mallards has increased from one to two and making a return... 
spinning-wing decoys. The Game and Fish Commission has lifted a three year ban on their use. 
 
News on Midday – March 26, 2009     Duration: 00:00:17 
Jason Pederson reported that we want to thank all of you for helping us set yet another record in our 
annual spirit of giving food drive. So far more than 24-thousand pounds of food have been turned 
in to the Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance - and there is still more being counted. All of the food will 
go to local food banks in Arkansas. 

 

IX. TRANSPORTATION AND ENERGY 
 
News on Nightside – January 17, 2009     Duration: 00:00:18  

Scott Inman reported it soon could cost a bit more to ride on city busses in Little Rock. Central 
Arkansas Transit wants to increase fares 10-cents because of high diesel prices.  Public hearings will 
be held before the increase would take effect.  Nearly 15-hundred more riders a day are climbing 
aboard CAT buses this year compared to last. 
 

News on Good Morning Arkansas – February 14, 2009   Duration: 00:00:28 

Beth Hunt reported a car crash claimed the life of one woman yesterday afternoon in Pulaski 
County but officials say passers by helped to save the life of her female passenger. Pulaski County 
Sheriff's officials say Linda Sommer was driving with one passenger -- Jennifer Nannce -- and was 
travelling east when she lost control of the vehicle and ran off the road. Several passers-by then 
stopped to help. Nannce was air-lifted to a local hospital and her injuries are not believed to be life 
threatening. 
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News at 6pm  – March 31, 2009      Duration: 00:01:21 
Jessica Dean reported champagne toasts and celebration are a big part of new year's eve for many 
people, and one local cab company is doing what it can to make sure people celebrate in a safe way 
tonight. It's not surprising this is the busiest night of the year for the people here at Yellow Cab but 
cab drivers here will not just be for hire they'll also be taking home some people free of charge. It's 
all part of Yellow Cab's safe ride home program. The cab company has joined together with many 
popular bars and restaurants to offer free rides home to people who have had too much to drink. In 
short, the business calls Yellow Cab, requests a taxi, then fills out a special envelope telling the 
customer where his or her car is parked and puts the customer's car keys inside the envelope, then 
the taxi picks up the customer takes them home, where they are given the envelope with their keys 
inside. Yellow Cab says over the past year they have spent thousands of dollars on what they call a 
successful program. Here's a look at the number for yellow cab....501-570-9999. Keep in mind if you 
get a free ride through the program, the taxi will only be able to take you to your home.  
 
 

 

X. WOMEN, MINORITIES, AND SENIORS 
 
News on Live at 5 – January 17, 2009     Duration: 00:00:21 
Heather Crawford reported a group of about 3-hundred people became US citizens today at the 
Clinton Presidential Library. Governor Mike Beebe was in attendance for the ceremony where he 
praised the group for having the tenacity to work through the long citizenship process. The group of 
new citizens was so large, two separate ceremonies had to be held to accommodate friends and 
family. 
News on Daybreak – February  11, 2009     Duration: 00:00:36 
Beth Hunt reported that thoughts and prayers of support continue to come into channel for the 
family of Anne Pressly as authorities continue to search for the person responsible for her death. 
Friday night a benefit will be held in downtown Little Rock with proceeds going to the Anne Pressly 
Foundation. The event will be held at the Peabody Hotel. Entertainment will begin at seven o'clock.      
25 dollars will get you in the door to see several bands and other entertainment. 
 
News on Daybreak – March 3, 2009    Duration: 00:00:22 
Beth Hunt reported a group of Little Rock area pastors is spear-heading an effort to help out foster 
kids in the state. The pastors' churches raised money to donate to C.A.L.L., or Children of Arkansas 
Loved for a Lifetime.  The group will use the money to add another staff person to help families 
through the foster process.  C.A.L.L. is trying to find one hundred more foster families in the central 
Arkansas area. 
 
 

 

XI.   PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

January – March 2009 

 
KATV produced and aired or simply aired Public Service Announcements for the following 
organizations on community service projects during the months of January, February and March, 
2008: 
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Public Service Announcements January – March 2009 
 

Attached pages 
 

XII. COMMUNITY CALENDAR PUBLIC SERVICE 

On www.katv.com WEBSITE 
January – March 2009 

 
KATV’s “Community Calendar” is provided to the community-at-large on KATV’s web page at 
www.katv.com.  During the 1st Quarter of 2009, local charity organizations promoted their various events 
through this venue and they are listed below:  
 
 
 
 

XI. STATION SPONSORED EVENTS 
 

None this quarter 
 
 

XIV. STATION TOURS 

January  - March  2009 

January 5  Boy Scout Pack 87 tour  

February 2  Cub Scout tour of station 10 scouts 

February 26  Cub Scout tour of station 15 scouts 
 

Good Morning Arkansas (River Market) Studio Tours 

January 24  Tiger Cubs Troop 12 GMA tour

http://www.katv.com/
http://www.katv.com/
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XV.   CLOSED CAPTIONING 

January - March 2009 

FCC Schedule for Closed-Captioning Requirements 
The following phase-in schedule applies to the captioning and broadcast of all new programming. It is measured on a 

calendar-quarter basis and a 20-hour broadcast day, as programming between 2am and 6am does not have to be 

captioned. 

 Between January 1, 2000, and December 31, 2001, program distributors must provide at least 450 hours of captioned 
programming per calendar quarter, which is approximately five hours per day. If the program distributor provides less than 
450 hours of new programming, then 95 percent of its new programming must be captioned. 

 Between January 1, 2002, and December 31, 2003, program distributors must provide at least 900 hours of captioned video 
programming per calendar quarter, or 10 hours per day. If the programming distributor provides less than 900 hours of new 
programming, then 95 percent of its new programming must be captioned. 

 Between January 1, 2004, and December 31, 2005, program distributors must provide at least an average of 1,350 hours of 
captioned video programming per calendar quarter, or 15 hours per day. If the program distributor provides less than 1,350 
hours of new programming, then 95 percent of its new programming must be captioned. 

 As of January 1, 2006, and thereafter, 100 percent of the program distributors' new programming must 
be captioned. 

In accordance with these mandates, KATV, LLC Closed Captions all programming as follows: 

Program Time Program Closed Captioning System 

5:00 – 7:00 a.m. KATV Daybreak Caption Mic (Ultech) 

7:00 – 9:00 a.m. ABC Network Programming ABC Closed Captioning 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. KATV Good Morning Arkansas Caption Mic (Ultech) 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. ABC Network Programming ABC Closed Captioning 

11:00 – 11:30 a.m. Syndicated Programming Syndicator Closed Captioning 

11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. KATV Midday Arkansas Caption Mic (Ultech) 

12:00 – 3:00 p.m. ABC Network Programming ABC Closed Captioning 

3:00 – 5:00 p.m. Syndicated Programming Syndicator Closed Captioning 

5:00 – 5:30 p.m. KATV Live at 5 News KATV Teleprompter  

5:30 – 6:00 p.m. ABC World News Tonight ABC Closed Captioning 

6:00 – 6:30 p.m. KATV News at 6 KATV Teleprompter  

6:30 – 7:00 p.m. Syndicated Programming Syndicator Closed Captioning 

7:00 – 10:00 p.m. ABC Network Programming ABC Closed Captioning 

10:00 – 10:30 p.m. KATV Nightside (News) KATV Teleprompter  

10:30 – 11:00 p.m. Syndicated Programming Syndicator Closed Captioning 

11:00 – 11:30 p.m. ABC News Nightline ABC Closed Captioning 

11:30 p.m. –12:30 a.m. ABC Network Programming ABC Closed Captioning 

12:30 – 1:00 a.m. Syndicated Programming Syndicator Closed Captioning 

1:00 – 2:30 a.m. Paid Programming Paid Programmer Closed Captioning 
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  XVI.    COMMUNITY RELATIONS OUTREACH 

January – March 2009 
 
Barry Brandt, Meteorologist 
February 2  Cub Scout station tour. Guide 
February 11  Central Arkansas Christian School, weather presentation 
March 3  Asbury Methodist Church Little Rock, weather talk 
Jessica Childs, Producer 
January 22  Liberty Christian School, Searcy 
Wayne Cox, Sales A/E 
January 12  Conway Chamber of Commerce reception for Speaker of the House Robbie  
   Wills at the Clinton Presidentail Library 
January 22  Conway Chamber Board of Directors Meeting 
March 5  Conway Chamber Annual Meeting at Hendrix College 
March 19  Conway Chamber Board of Directors Meeting 
Heather Crawford, News Anchor 
February 7  Ms Wheelchair Arkansas Program, emcee 
March 5  Conway Chamber Annual Meeting at Hendrix College 
March 6  Central High School Career Day, speaker 
March 19  Judged Emmys for another region 
March 20  Judged AP awards entries for another region 
Randy Dixon, News Director 
March 12  Central High Film Club, spoke about documentary work 
Beth Hunt, Reporter Co-Host 
February 26  Job Shadow from Benton High School 
February 19  Job Shadow from Hamburg Junior High 
Melinda Mayo, GMA Co-Host 
February 24  103.7 The BUZZ Crawfish Eating Contest, participant 
Rusty Mizell Assistant News Director 
February 27  Student shadow Forest Park Elementary 
March 4  UCA Career Fair – saw 40 to 50 students 
Christina Munoz, Anchor 
March 3  Cooking Competition at the Peabody, emcee 
Jason Pederson, Reporter 
Febraury 5  Warren Chamber of Commerce 
February 13  Heart for Haiti Fundraiser, Pulaski Academy 
March 5  Career Day, Little Rock Central High 
Ned Perme, Chief Meteorologist 
February 12  Pine Bluff Rotary Club, speaker 
February 26  Benton High School, job shadow 
Michelle Rupp, Reporter 
January 25  One Hour Track Run – Russellville 
February 6  GORGE for Women Event 
February 14  Survey Little Rock Marathon Course 
February 21  River Trail 15k Race 
February 21  American Heart Assoc. Sweatheart Ball, presenter 
March 7  Chase Race 2 Mile, Conway 
March 10  Little Rock Marathon, Volunteer 
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March 11  Little Rock Marathon, Volunteer 
March 13  Little Rock Marathon, Volunteer 
March 14  Little Rock Marathon 
March 19  Sephora VIP Preview Party 
Todd Yakoubian, Meteorologist 
January 22 Chenal Elementary, speaker 
January 24 Weather Center Job Shadow 
February 5 St. Theresa School 4th grade Weather talk 
February 13 Central High Science Fair, judge 
February 24 BUZZ 103.7 Crawfish Eating Contest 
February 26 Park Avenue Elementary Weather Talk 3rd graders 
March 6 Pottsville School Weather Talk 145 2nd graders 
March 12 Christ the King Talent Show, emcee 
March 20 Stagecoach Elemtary Weather Talk 100 3rd graders 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

XVII. INTERNSHIPS 

January - March 2009 
 
 
During the 1st quarter of 2009, KATV sponsored the following interns 
Intern   College/University    Credits Department 
Rusty Mizell hosted the following Interns in the 1st Quarter of 2009 
Rebecca Champion UALR 
Helen Smith  Georgia State 
Casey Thompson UCA 
Alfred Thomas  UAPB 
Sanghak Lee  UCA 
Ashley Benford UAPB 
 


