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New admissions to 
Rhinelander health center 
suspended News 4/1/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

New admissions to 

Rhinelander’s Rennes 

Health & Rehab Center 

have been suspended, 

following a confirmed 

COVID-19 patient.  The 

individual is in off-site 

isolation after exhibiting 

rapid respiratory problems.  

The facility is working with 

the Oneida County Health 

Dept and adhering to all 

CDC guidelines for all staff, 

residents and essential 

visitors.  All units are under 

quarantine with limited staff 

access.   

Governor Tony Evers 

yesterday asked President 

Donald Trump to declare 

Wisconsin a major disaster 

due to the pandemic.  The 



move, which would also 

cover the state’s Indian 

Tribes, comes as 

unemployment claims set 

another record and 

Medicaid enrollments are 

expected to climb as well.  

The declaration would 

provide community disaster 

loans, public assistance, 

crisis counseling and allow 

access to federal programs 

to aid in the state’s 

response.  As of yesterday 

afternoon Wisconsin had 

more than 1350 confirmed 

cases and 25 deaths.   

 

The YMCA of the 

Northwoods will temporarily 

lay off more than 100 

workers as a result of the 

Safer-at-Home order from 

the Governor that closed 

the facility.  85 part time 

and 24 full time employees 

are affected under the 

order is lifted.   

 



Good news as Wisconsin 

schools remain closed to 

students.  Three Lakes 

Elementary School was 

recognized with a High-

Progress Title 1 School.  The 

designation is for schools 

using Title 1 funding to 

provide additional 

resources and services to 

economically 

disadvantaged students.  

They’ve been cited twice 

before over the last five 

years for being in the top 25 

percent of schools where 

higher than average 

poverty levels are present.   

 
 

  
Burnett Co. Sheriff’s holding 
man in death of Webster 
man  News 4/1/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Burnett County Sheriff’s 

Office is holding a suspect 

in the death of a 27-year-

old Webster man.  

Investigators haven’t said 

how Preston Decorah was 

killed, but they believe a 

vehicle was involved.  The 

Wisconsin State Patrol, the 

Midwest Medical 



Examiner’s Office and the 

St. Croix Tribal Police are all 

involved in the 

investigation.  Authorities 

haven’t released the name 

of the man being held. 

The Wisconsin Elections 

Commission has released 

information indicating more 

than 100 municipalities in 

the state don’t have 

enough poll workers for next 

week’s election  Local 

clerks were surveyed as 

they get ready to run the 

state’s spring election 

Tuesday while everyone is 

dealing with the 

coronavirus pandemic.  The 

survey found 111 

municipalities are short 

more than 670 poll workers 

– meaning they are too 

short-handed to offer in-

person voting.  Another 126 

municipalities say won’t be 

able to staff all of their 

polling sites because they 

are missing more than 27 



hundred poll workers. 

 Just a month ago the 

average price of a gallon 

of gas in Wisconsin was 

more than two-dollars, 40-

cents.  Now, the national 

average has fallen below 

two dollars and some pump 

prices in this state are flirting 

with double digits.  

Rhinelander hit $1.68 last 

night.  GasBuddy-dot-com 

credits a price war 

between foreign producers 

for increasing the supply of 

fuel and pushing the price 

lower.  The experts say the 

low prices aren’t good for 

petroleum producers and 

they may be frustrating for 

customers who aren’t 

supposed to be doing any 

traveling right now. 
 

  
Rhinelander’s common 
council picks up after 
abruptly ending News 4/2/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s Common 

Council picks up where it 

left of Monday after an 

abrupt end.  The noon 

meeting has a weighty 

closed session that includes 



more discussion on the fate 

of suspended city 

administrator Daniel Guild.  

He’s been out a month 

after being arrested and 

charged with misconduct in 

office. His preliminary 

hearing earlier this week 

was postponed due to the 

courthouse being closed by 

the virus pandemic.  

Members will also review 

the status of negotiations 

with the city’s fire and 

police department 

collective bargaining 

agreements, get an update 

on the wrongful termination 

lawsuit filed by former 

public works director Tim 

Kingman and another 

potential legal case.  The 

meeting will be 

livestreamed online at 

hodagtv dot com. 

Yesterday, Mayor Chris 

Frederickson met with the 

Emergency Outreach team 

of the Department of 



Health regarding the 

ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic and its effects.  

One of the main topics 

were the “alternative 

medical sites” being set up, 

mostly in southern reaches 

of the state.  Frederickson 

made the case for the 

other half of the state 

saying this area serves 

upwards of 700,000 people 

over an area stretching to 

Marquette, Michigan.  He 

also said the city is exploring 

all options to keep people 

safe and looking at 

creating isolation areas for 

both patients and workers 

on the front lines of 

containing the virus.  City 

Attorney Steve Sorenson is 

looking into the liability 

issues of using some of the 

large, vacant buildings in 

the city for similar uses.  

Talks with the YMCA of the 

Northwoods are ongoing, 

utilizing their expertise in 



organization and food 

services.   
 

  
Republican lawmakers say 
they would wave a law News 4/2/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Republican lawmakers 

would support a temporary 

waiving of the one-week 

waiting period for people 

getting unemployment 

benefits.  That change is 

part of a state aid package 

in response to the COVID-19 

breakout.  Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald and 

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos criticized the governor 

yesterday for failing to 

release more information 

about coronavirus patients 

in Wisconsin.  The state aid 

package would 

supplement the two-point-

three billion dollars coming 

to Wisconsin as its part of 

the federal stimulus 

package called the CARES 

Act.  Vos expects 

lawmakers to meet soon to 

vote on passage of the 

state aid package. 

The Rhinelander Police 



Department sparked some 

serious debate online when 

they announced that, 

during routine traffic stops, 

officers will ask drivers if their 

travel is essential, as 

ordered by the Governor, 

among other questions.  

Many took exception to 

that saying it violates their 

civil rights.  Chief Lloyd 

Gauthier said his 

department respects all 

those rights and they’re just 

doing their job to enforce 

the Governor’s emergency 

orders and working to keep 

people safe. 

Members of the Wisconsin 

National Guard will at least 

partially fill the need for poll 

workers next week.  More 

than 110 municipalities 

informed the state they 

won’t be able to staff even 

one polling place next 

Tuesday.  Evers offered 

three suggestions to make 

the election process safer – 



extend the deadline to 

obtain an absentee ballot 

by mail, relax the witness 

requirement for mail-in 

ballots, and relax rules 

surrounding county 

absentee ballots, like letting 

clerks start counting early 

and extending the 

deadline for returning those 

ballots. 
 

  
Rhinelander City council 
reacts to Daniel Guild’s 
absence News 4/3/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Meeting yesterday 

afternoon, the Rhinelander 

common council voted 5-1 

to extend the administrative 

leave of Daniel Guild to 

April 13th, the date of the 

next scheduled council 

meeting.  Alderman Lee 

Emmer cast the lone no 

vote.  Guild, the city 

administrator was arrested 

last month and charged 

with one felony count of 

Misconduct in office, 

allegedly for tampering with 

public documents.  His 

preliminary hearing earlier 

this week was postponed 



due to the court house 

being closed due to the 

virus crisis and a check of 

online records show no new 

date being set yet.   

The Democratic National 

committee postponed its 

convention, set for 

Milwaukee in July over fears 

of the continuing COVID-19 

pandemic.  The event has 

been rescheduled for the 

week of August 17th.   

Federal Judge William 

Conley yesterday declined 

to postpone Wisconsin’s 

presidential primary next 

Tuesday, but he ordered 

voters be given six extra 

days to cast absentee 

ballots.  The judge blasted 

lawmakers’ decision not to 

delay the election to 

protect people’s health but 

refused to postpone it 

himself, saying he shouldn’t 

act as the state’s health 

officer.  Those ballots are 

now due by 4pm April 13th.   



The Antigo School District in 

partnership with internet 

service provider Cirrinity, 

announced a number of 

free wifi access locations 

during the ongoing safer at 

home order.  Parents and 

students can access online 

information from the Cirrinity 

parking lot on Hwy 45, the 

Langlade County 

Fairgrounds, Pleasant View, 

Crestwood and Spring 

Valley elementary schools 

and St Joseph/Holy Family 

church in Phlox.  Sites in 

Mattoon and Bryant are 

possible as well. 
 

  
Authorities are investigating 
a body found near Ashland News 4/3/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Authorities are investigating 

the death of a person 

whose body was 

discovered in a ravine in 

Ashland.  A 9-1-1 caller told 

Ashland police about the 

body near an industrial park 

shortly after eight this 

morning.  The victim’s 

identity, gender, age and 

cause of death haven’t 



been released.   

The clerk in a small town in 

Grant County says he is 

stepping down from his job 

and won’t administer next 

Tuesday’s primary election.  

Town of Brookfield Clerk Ted 

Faust says the vote should 

be delayed.  Faust says he 

is over 60, all of the poll 

workers are over 60 and if 

the coronavirus threat is 

serious enough to close 

most businesses, the 

election should be shut 

down.  Faust says he has no 

protective equipment and 

they’ve been told to use Q-

tips to operate the voting 

machine.  He has called on 

clerks statewide to boycott 

the election. 

Northcentral Technical 

College (NTC) donated 

more than $5,000 in 

Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) to seven 

local partner organizations 

this week in response to the 



growing COVID-19 

pandemic. The College 

joined a growing group of 

colleges across the nation 

that have been donating 

unused PPE gear and 

health supplies normally 

reserved for lab classes to 

healthcare institutions in 

dire need of medical 

supplies.  NTC’s School of 

Health Sciences gathered 

the equipment for donation 

from its agricultural science, 

EMS, dental hygiene, 

medical assistant, medical 

laboratory technician, 

nursing, radiography and 

surgical technology 

program supplies. Items 

donated included isolation 

gowns, masks and gloves. 
 

  
More than 25,000 test 
negative in the state  News 4/6/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 More than 25,000 people 

tested negative for the 

COVID-19 virus in Wisconsin 

while more than 2200 had 

positive results.  In those 

numbers, revealed late 

yesterday, four more in Vilas 



County and a dozen in 

Marathon.  68 people have 

died from the virus 

statewide, up from 56 

Saturday.   

All 72 Wisconsin counties 

can benefit from a federal 

major disaster declaration.  

Governor Tony Evers 

announced over the 

weekend that FEMA will 

provide funds for 

emergency protective 

measures taken during the 

pandemic.  The declaration 

covers assistance to public 

entities and will fund eligible 

projects submitted by 

counties, cities, townships, 

tribes and certain private, 

non-profit organizations.   

 

Lawmakers in Madison go 

back into special session 

today, following a meeting 

Saturday with no results.  

Governor Evers called the 

session Saturday to support 

an all-mail election.  



Republicans want 

tomorrow’s election to 

proceed, and so did Evers.  

But he’s turned now to 

wanting ballots sent to all 

registered voters who 

haven’t requested one by 

May 19th and count them 

on the 26th.   

 

Beginning today the 

Tomahawk School District 

moves from delivering 

meals by bus to curbside 

pickup.  The grab and go 

program at the school 

complex will be reduced to 

Mondays and Wednesday s 

from 8-to-noon, with food 

available for all weekdays.   

 

One of the worst stretches 

of Hwy 51 gets some badly 

needed work this summer.  

The Department of 

Transportation will resurface 

the stretch of southbound 

lanes from Hwy 8 to county 

S.  Construction could 



begin later this month.  

Meanwhile the Stevens 

Street project in 

Rhinelander continues, 

rerouting traffic.   
 

  
State Democratic party files 
a request News 4/6/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Democratic 

Party has filed a request 

with the U-S Supreme Court 

asking it to uphold a lower 

court ruling on absentee 

voting.  Democrats want 

the high court to reject a 

Republican request to 

block an extension for 

absentee voting.  

Republicans centered their 

argument on the unfairness 

of having one deadline for 

in-person voting and a 

separate deadline for 

absentee voters.  They 

pointed out that the 

extension to April 13th is 

something Democrats 

never asked for.  They say 

the state’s election laws 

shouldn’t be changed so 

dramatically on the eve of 

an important election. 



Wisconsin health officials 

report the death toll from 

COVID-19 has reached 70 

as of Sunday, with nearly 23 

hundred confirmed cases.  

More than half of the 

confirmed cases and 39 

deaths have been 

recorded in hard-hit 

Milwaukee County.  The 

Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services reports 

more than 25 thousand 

people have tested 

negative for the 

coronavirus. 

Wisconsin Hobby Lobby 

stores were the last to close 

in wake of the coronavirus 

outbreak.  The company 

resisted closing, arguing the 

craft stores were an 

essential business.  All 

employees are now 

furloughed as are a large 

portion of corporate and 

distribution workers.   

The Town of Harding 

supervisor reported the 



theft of several road signs 

throughout the township.  

He indicated three stops 

signs and one weight limit 

sign were missing.  Also 

missing are three barricades 

on Burma Road.  The 

Lincoln county sheriff’s 

department is looking for 

information about the thefts 

and if you have information 

to contact their office or 

the crime stoppers tipline.   
 

  
Voting polls across the state 
open this morning News 4/7/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The polls in Wisconsin will 

open this open morning.  

The last minute effort by 

Governor Tony Evers to 

postpone today’s election 

and extend absentee 

balloting went no further 

than the State Supreme 

Court.  The Justices 

overruled the executive 

order and said absentee 

ballots must be postmarked 

by today.  None of these 

rulings or pending federal 

court cases affect the 

special congressional 



election on May 12th.   

With support from area 

businesses, the Grace 

Foursquare Church is 

offering a place for medical 

personnel to stay for free.  

The church, just north of 

Rhinelander of Hwy 17 

decided to provide the 

room because many of 

these workers are 

concerned about going 

home and possibly infecting 

family members.  A fifth 

case of the coronavirus was 

confirmed in Oneida 

County yesterday.  The 

assistance came in the form 

of beds and personal 

supplies, including laundry 

service.   

State School 

Superintendent Carolyn 

Stanford Taylor recognized 

Crescent Elementary 

School and Northwoods 

Community Elementary 

School in Rhinelander as 

being among 107 schools in 



the state to received 

Wisconsin Title I School of 

Recognition honors in the 

2019-20 school year.  The 

Schools of Recognition 

award is presented to 

schools leveraging federal 

Title I funding to provide 

additional resources and 

services to economically 

disadvantaged students. 

The staff and students of 

Crescent and NCES earned 

an award for "Beating the 

Odds".  Criteria for receiving 

a School of Recognition 

award includes: reaching 

goals for test participation, 

attendance, and 

graduation rates. 

 

Changes in the Powerball 

and Mega Millions lotteries 

are prompting refunds to 

players for buying tickets.   
 

  
Wisconsin dept. of health 
services say 12 labs are 
open looking at the Covid 19 
virus News 4/7/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The C-E-O of a Minnesota-

based biomedical 

engineering company says 

a deal is being discussed 



with Foxconn to make 

ventilators in Wisconsin.  

Chairman and C-E-O Omar 

Ishrak of Medtronic was 

interviewed on C-N-B-C 

Monday.  Ishrak said the 

two companies would like 

to make as many of the 

critical units as possible.  

Medtronic is 

headquartered in 

Minneapolis while the work 

would be done at the plant 

in southeastern Wisconsin. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services says it 

now has 12 labs running 

COVID-19 tests.  D-H-S 

Secretary Andrea Palm says 

the labs are capable of 

completing near 36 

hundred tests each day.  At 

least 84 people have died 

of COVID-19 in the state so 

far.  Of the more than 24 

hundred patients with 

positive test results, 668 

have been hospitalized.  

The number of confirmed 



cases went up by 173 

Monday. 

The Institute for Health 

Metrics and Evaluation now 

says Wisconsin’s peak date 

for its battle with COVID-19 

will be April 17th instead of 

the 27th.  The I-H-M-E is also 

predicting fewer deaths 

from the virus in this state.  

The latest numbers suggest 

Wisconsin will see 644 

deaths by June 1st – less 

than half the original 

prediction of one-

thousand-309.  By 

predicting the peak date 

will be on the 17th, the 

scientists are saying that is 

when Wisconsin will see the 

highest death rate and the 

greatest usage of hospital 

resources.  The I-H-M-E has 

also dialed back its 

estimated national death 

toll, from 93 thousand to 

fewer than 82 thousand. 
 

  
Voting in the state, yesterday News 4/8/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30  Chaos.  The word used 



most often to describe 

voting in Wisconsin 

yesterday.  Hundreds of poll 

workers who didn’t show up 

were replaced by members 

of the National Guard.  

Thousands of voters 

sometimes waited over 

three hours to cast ballots 

that won’t be totally 

counted until next week.  

Wisconsin became a test 

case for dozens of other 

states struggling to balance 

concerns about public 

health versus voting rights 

as the COVID-19 crisis 

continues.  In the coming 

days people will be 

watching what happens 

now in Milwaukee, the 

hotbed of coronavirus in 

the state.  Clerks across the 

state noted that despite the 

health risks, there was a 

steady stream of voters, 

seemingly a typical spring 

turnout.  There was concern 

in Rhinelander as the 



majority of voting in the city 

was moved to the high 

school, where food prep is 

done for curbside pickup 

by students needing meals, 

while the neighboring 

middle school stands 

empty.  The next pickup is 

scheduled for tomorrow.   

The Department of Health 

reported the number of 

deaths from the virus in the 

state jumped from 77 

Monday to 92 yesterday.  

Absentee ballots had to be 

postmarked by yesterday 

and by Supreme Court 

ruling, results cannot be 

reported until Monday.  

Figures from the Wisconsin 

Elections commission show 

of the nearly 1.3-million 

requests for ballots, which is 

a record, over 3/4ers of 

them were returned.  But 

almost 13,000 were never 

mailed.   

Beginning today all in-

person transactions at the 



Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation locations will 

cease, with limited services 

available by appointment 

only.   
 

  
Marathon Co. authorities say 
a stabbing has left one man 
dead News 4/8/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Authorities in Marathon 

County report a stabbing 

has left one man dead and 

a second one injured.  Both 

victims were in their 20s, but 

their names haven’t been 

released.  Captain Greg 

Bean with the Marathon 

County Sheriff’s Office says 

there were multiple people 

inside the home at the time 

of the attack.  The 9-1-1 call 

about a domestic incident 

was received at about 8:30 

yesterday morning.  A 

suspect is in custody after a 

police pursuit.  He was 

finally arrested several hours 

after the incident, but his 

name hasn’t been 

released. 

As frustrating as it was to 

wait for hours in line to vote 

in yesterday’s presidential 



primary, it’s probably more 

so for candidates who have 

to wait until next week to 

get results.  The holdup is 

absentee ballots that had 

to be postmarked by 

yesterday and they’ll be 

counted on Monday, the 

earliest results can be 

released.  There were a 

number of local races on 

the ballot and District 7 in 

Rhinelander will get new 

representation with 

incumbent Steve Sauer 

stepping down.  Former rep 

Bill Freudenberg is running 

against Eileen Daniel for the 

opening and she says, while 

she’s eager to get to work 

for the city, it makes sense 

to ensure all ballots get 

counted and she’s willing to 

wait as long as it takes.   

Two more people died of 

the COVID-19 virus in the 

state, bringing the number 

now to 94.  The Dept of 

Health Services reports 



more than 31-thousand 

tests have been complete 

with over 2600 positive 

results.   
 

  
State health officials say 
voting in the state put the 
Covid 19 back in the 
forefront News 4/9/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Public health experts fear 

any progress made in 

Wisconsin to contain the 

COVID-19 virus are gone 

because of Tuesday’s 

primary.  There was a 

concerted effort to delay 

the vote due to the 

pandemic, amplified by 

Governor Tony Evers’ 

executive order to cancel 

in-person ballots.  That was 

stopped by the state 

Supreme Court only hours 

later.  Kristen Malecki is an 

epidemiologist at the UW 

School of medicine and 

public health and said the 

fact that politics interfered 

with sound judgement and 

jeopardized public safety is 

something that should not 

be ignored.  The event 

drew national headlines 

and potentially put 



thousands at risk across the 

state.  Very little has been 

said about the special 

election coming up, that’s 

May 12th for the 7th 

Congressional District where 

State Senator Tom Tiffany 

and associate justice on the 

Ho-Chunk Nation Supreme 

Court Tricia Zunker are 

running for the seat 

vacated by Sean Duffy 

back in September.   

The Marshfield Clinic Health 

System will temporarily 

furlough staff who are not 

currently involved in the 

preparation for the 

anticipated surge of 

COVID-19 cases.  A 

statement explains they’ve 

rescheduled non-

emergency medical 

appointments and 

procedures and either 

closed or changed the 

hours of operation at their 

medical centers. 



The DNR suspects another 

dog in Forest County may 

have been poisoned.  The 

german shepherd died April 

first after a walk, and may 

have eaten something 

tainted.  Last month cases 

were discovered in Forest, 

Florence and Marinette 

counties.  A reward is 

offered by the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service for 

information leading to an 

arrest or charges.   

 

  
State’s death toll due to 
Covid 19 at 103 News 4/9/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Less than three weeks after 

the first COVID-19 victim 

died in Wisconsin, the 

state’s death toll has 

reached 103.  The 

Department of Health 

Services reports more than 

27-hundred-50 people have 

tested positive and 29 

percent of those patients 

have been hospitalized.  

Statistics show the majority 

of the victims have been 

men and most of those who 



have died were over the 

age of 70.  Fifty-eight 

people have died in 

Milwaukee County and the 

state reports 70 percent of 

those were African 

American.  More than 30 

thousand people have 

tested negative. 

Governor Tony Evers says 

some changes will have to 

be made before he gives 

his approval to Republican-

backed legislation aimed 

at dealing with the 

coronavirus pandemic.  The 

bill would give the Joint 

Finance Committee the 

ability to make cuts to the 

state budget as it sees fit.  It 

would also eliminate a raise 

for state workers next year if 

Wisconsin’s revenues fall 

dramatically.  Evers says 

that provision has to be 

removed before he would 

be willing to move forward 

with the legislation. 

Marquette University has 



announced plans to 

furlough about 250 

employees next week.  The 

temporary plan for people 

who can’t perform their 

core job duties at home will 

go into effective April 17th.  

The unpaid furlough is being 

called temporary by 

university officials.  All of the 

workers affected will retain 

their medical, dental and 

vision coverage, with the 

university covering the 

workers’ part of the 

premiums.  Tuition remission 

benefits, vacation time and 

sick leave accruals will 

continue while the 

employees are off the job. 
  

 

  
State’s death toll due to 
Covid 19 at 103 News 4/10/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Less than three weeks after 

the first COVID-19 victim 

died in Wisconsin, the 

state’s death toll has 

reached 103.  The 

Department of Health 

Services reports more than 



27-hundred-50 people have 

tested positive and 29 

percent of those patients 

have been hospitalized.  

Statistics show the majority 

of the victims have been 

men and most of those who 

have died were over the 

age of 70.  Fifty-eight 

people have died in 

Milwaukee County and the 

state reports 70 percent of 

those were African 

American.  More than 30 

thousand people have 

tested negative. 

Governor Tony Evers says 

some changes will have to 

be made before he gives 

his approval to Republican-

backed legislation aimed 

at dealing with the 

coronavirus pandemic.  The 

bill would give the Joint 

Finance Committee the 

ability to make cuts to the 

state budget as it sees fit.  It 

would also eliminate a raise 

for state workers next year if 



Wisconsin’s revenues fall 

dramatically.  Evers says 

that provision has to be 

removed before he would 

be willing to move forward 

with the legislation. 

Marquette University has 

announced plans to 

furlough about 250 

employees next week.  The 

temporary plan for people 

who can’t perform their 

core job duties at home will 

go into effective April 17th.  

The unpaid furlough is being 

called temporary by 

university officials.  All of the 

workers affected will retain 

their medical, dental and 

vision coverage, with the 

university covering the 

workers’ part of the 

premiums.  Tuition remission 

benefits, vacation time and 

sick leave accruals will 

continue while the 

employees are off the job. 
 

  
State’s presidential primary News 4/10/20 1230p,530p 1:30  Wisconsin’s contentious 



far from finished presidential primary 

election is far from finished.  

Almost two thousand local 

clerks still have to guard the 

ballots until Monday 

afternoon – when the 

counting process can start.  

Normally, the count starts 

when the polls close, but a 

judge ordered absentee 

ballots will be given the 

extra time to arrive in the 

mail.  Those clerks have 

placed the ballots they 

have in sealed bags, 

located them in safes, 

closets and offices, and 

have done the same thing 

with voting machines that 

have the electronic records 

inside.   

Stevens Point police report 

the discovery of the body 

of an elderly woman in the 

Wisconsin River Thursday 

morning.  Her body was 

found near the Clark Street 

Bridge.  Police say the 76-

year-old victim was 



reported missing March 

22nd and officers had been 

monitoring the area since 

then.  The woman’s name 

hasn’t been released.  

Authorities haven’t said 

how she died yet. 

Ten years ago the growth of 

mobile phones, internet 

phones and services like 

OnStar led to the creation 

of a new area code for 

northeastern Wisconsin – 

274.  So far, no numbers 

with that area code are 

being used.  

Communications experts 

say a change in the way 

numbers are assigned to 

phone companies eased 

the pressure and reduced 

the need for new area 

codes.  The 274 area code 

was supposed to be 

implemented in 2012 with 

the same boundaries as the 

920 area code.  The North 

American Numbering Plan 

Administration Thursday 



released a report indicating 

the ignored 274 area code 

numbers might be needed 

in another seven years. 
 

  
Heavy snow hits the area News 4/13/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 April is known for its heavy 

snowfalls and Mother 

Nature didn’t disappoint 

this year as the North half is 

under a blanket of it.  

Scattered power outages 

were reported, mostly in the 

Summit Lake area early this 

morning.  Totals varied from 

around 4-inches in Wausau 

to more than 10” in Merrill.  

Rhinelander’s came in over 

9”.  Roads are in poor 

shape, made worse by 

gusty winds.  Merrill 

declared a snow 

emergency and parking on 

city streets is not allowed 

until noon tomorrow.  Food 

distributions at high schools 

in Antigo, Rhinelander and 

Tomahawk along with the 

ADRC of Oneida and Vilas 

counties and Central 

Wisconsin have been 



moved from today to 

tomorrow.  Winter storm 

warnings extend to 4:00 this 

afternoon.   

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services reported 

more than 3,300 positive 

cases of COVID-19 in 

Wisconsin as of yesterday.  

144 people have died, up 

from 137 on Saturday, 

including one in Marathon 

County. 

Rhinelander’s common 

council meeting has been 

cancelled for today 

because of the ballot 

counts by the clerk’s office 

and securing a video link 

for public access.   Clerks 

across the state will be 

counting today, six days 

after last week’s chaotic 

presidential primary.  A 

state Supreme Court ruling 

extended absentee voting 

to today.  While the 

presidential race is just a 

formality since Senator 



Bernie Sanders dropped 

out, results for the open 

state Supreme Court seat 

and hundreds of local 

government and school 

board positions will begin 

trickling in this afternoon.   

Wisconsin’s 7th 

Congressional District has 

another election coming up 

next month. 

 

  
Many snow car accidents 
reported across central and 
northern Wis.  News 4/13/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The month of April is known 

for one more good 

snowfall.  The problem is 

drivers don’t get any better 

knowing that.  Roads across 

central and northern 

Wisconsin were covered yet 

numerous accidents were 

reported.  In Lincoln County 

alone deputies on the 

overnight shift kept busy 

with dozens of vehicles 

either sliding off the road or 

getting stuck.  They even 

arrest a 30-year old Weston 

man yesterday morning, 

clocked over 90mph on 



Hwy 51.  He was arrested on 

a second OWI offense and 

a pair of felony bail jumping 

charges.  The city of Merrill 

has a snow emergency in 

effect until noon tomorrow 

with no parking allowed on 

streets in need of plowing.  

The Republican chairman 

of the Wisconsin Elections 

Commission says most clerks 

in the state handled last 

week’s election well – but 

not all of them.  Dean 

Knudson singles out 

Milwaukee and Green Bay 

for making bad choices – 

like turning down volunteer 

polls workers, turning down 

the National Guard and 

keeping very few locations 

open for voters.  That 

meant there were long lines 

and some voters had to 

wait hours to finally cast 

their ballots.  Knudson says it 

is apparent that last-minute 

court rulings caused 

confusion and it is also 



apparent “there are 

problems with the mail.”  

Results of the voting will be 

available throughout the 

day today. 

A survey of several 

thousand people working 

from home finds Wisconsin 

workers drinking on the job.  

Nearly a third of them and 

that mirrors the national 

rate.  Beer appears the top 

choice. 
 

  
Jill Karofsky wins political 
position News 4/14/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A shift in the conservative 

Wisconsin Supreme Court 

with the election of Jill 

Karofsky.  She unseated 

Justice Daniel Kelly as ballot 

totals were finally released 

yesterday.  The makeup of 

Rhinelander’s Common 

Council will also change.  

Incumbent Lee Emmer was 

defeated by Carrie 

Mikalauski, an Oneida 

County Social Services 

aide.  Emmer was 

appointed last year to fill 

the seat vacated by Sherrie 



Belleview, who resigned.  In 

District 5, 16-year 

incumbent Dawn Rog 

didn’t run and the seat will 

now be occupied by 

retired attorney Gerald 

Anderson, who defeated 

high school teacher Wil 

Losch.  In the 7th District, 

Eileen Daniel will replace 

the retiring Steve Sauer.  

The marketing professional 

beat back a challenge by 

former alderman Bill 

Freudenberg.  Council 

President George Kirby also 

didn’t run for re-election 

and business-owner Tom 

Barnett won the seat, 

running unopposed.    

In the Rhinelander School 

Board Race, Mike Roberts, 

Duane Frey and Merlin Van 

Buren won seats.  Winning 

for the Oneida County 

Board, Jack Sorenson in 

District 9, Jim Winkler in 

District 10, Robert Thome 

beat incumbent Robb 



Jensen in the 11th District 

and Lance Krolczyk took 

District 18.  Mary Rasmussen 

won in the Vilas County 

Supervisor’s race and Bill 

Chaney in Forest County.  

Three school referendums 

were approved with voters 

in Crandon, Phillips and 

White Lake saying yes.   

Wausau will see a new 

Mayor as Marathon county 

supervisor and former 

alderperson Katie 

Rosenberg beat incumbent 

Robert Mielke.  Wisconsin’s 

crime victim amendment 

passed by a wide margin.   

State lawmakers meet 

today in special session to 

determine where two billion 

dollars in federal aid will go. 
 

  
Local TV station has lawsuit 
filed against it.   News  4/14/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The coronavirus fight took 

an interesting twist as the 

Trump reelection campaign 

filed a lawsuit against 

WJFW-TV12 in Rhinelander 

yesterday.  The campaign is 

suing for defamation after 



the station kept airing an 

ad from the liberal super 

PAC Priorities USA that 

alleges Trump called 

COVID-19 a hoax.  They 

issued a cease and desist 

letter but the station kept 

airing the ad.  A new 

television ad was released 

by Priorities USA to stations 

in battleground states, 

again including Wisconsin.  

The suit seeks an 

undisclosed amount of 

money and legal fees and 

alleges the station 

should’ve known the ad 

was a fake. 

Rhinelander now has an 

outpatient respiratory care 

site dedicated to care for 

COVID-19 suspect or 

confirmed patients.  The 

Ascension Medical Group 

opened the new site 

yesterday for those in need 

of immediate care at 

Ascension St. Mary’s 



Hospital.  The facility is 

designed to provide care 

for patients in a controlled, 

safe environment to 

minimize the spread of the 

virus.   

This week is Tornado and 

Severe Weather Awareness 

week in Wisconsin.  The 

state averages 23 

tornadoes annually and 

already have had one with 

a touchdown in Grant 

County.  Officials urge 

people to become aware 

of the dangers and what 

proper responses to take 

when watches or warnings 

are issued.  It’s also National 

Public Safety 

Telecommunicators Week, 

stressing the role of the 911 

dispatchers as the ultimate 

first responders in time of 

emergency or crisis.  Last 

year Oneida County along 

answered over 46-thousand 

calls, nearly a third of them 



emergency 911 calls. 

 

 
Covid 19 relief bill passed News 4/15/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

With nearly unanimous 

support, the Assembly 

yesterday passed the 

coronavirus response bill, 

allowing the state to 

accept hundreds of millions 

of federal dollars.  The 

Senate takes up the 

measure today.  

Rhinelander Representative 

Rob Swearingen said in 

passing the bill there will be 

help for people out of work, 

increases in healthcare 

efficiency, school support, 

industrial assistance and 

more.  He said he was 

encouraged there was so 

much bi-partisan support.  

In making the vote, nearly 

half the members voted 

virtually from home.  These 

funds are on top of the $2-

billion Wisconsin will get 

from the Federal Cares Act.  

Governor Evers must sign 

the bill by Friday to receive 



the funding.   

Meanwhile, the Governor 

said it may be another 

month before be begins to 

relax social distancing 

mandates.   

Rhinelander’s embattled 

City Administrator Daniel 

Guild has been on paid 

administrative leave since 

last month.  It was extended 

to April 13th by the Common 

Council and further action 

was expected during a 

meeting scheduled for that 

day.  That meeting was 

cancelled and queries to 

City Hall about whether 

he’s still out have gone 

unanswered.  But Guild did 

weigh in on the issue early 

this morning, the first time 

since his arrest and charges 

of misconduct in office.  His 

legal counsel last week filed 

a motion to dismiss the 

charges for failing to 

establish probable cause.  

His next court appearance 



is June 11th.   In a statement 

Guild said he was pleased 

with the election of new 

council members and not 

sorry to see others go.   
 

 
State health officials see a 
flattening of the curve News 4/15/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin health officials 

say they are seeing 

evidence of “flattening the 

curve” as the battle against 

COVID-19 progresses, but 

they warn about any 

rollback of restrictions.  

Monday included the 

smallest daily increase in 

new cases in nearly three 

weeks.  Medical College of 

Wisconsin C-E-O Doctor 

John Raymond says the 

state currently ranks in the 

top 10 for its results.  

Raymond says we need to 

see five benchmarks before 

returning to normal – 

sustained reduction in cases 

for two weeks, making tests 

available for everyone with 

symptoms, having the 

ability to treat all patients at 

a hospital without crisis 



standards, having 

adequate personal 

protective equipment for 

health care workers, and 

developing the ability to 

contact trace cases in real-

time. 

The pandemic is apparently 

pushing more Wisconsin 

farmers into bankruptcy.  

Three dozen farmers in the 

state filed Chapter 12 

bankruptcy since the first of 

the year.  There were 57 

such filings all of last year.  

Dairy farmers were already 

struggling with depressed 

milk prices before the virus 

shut down restaurants, 

schools and dried up even 

more markets.  Fewer 

people are driving, so there 

is a depressed demand for 

corn to make the fuel 

additive ethanol.  Congress 

has taken steps to make it 

easier to file for Chapter 12 

protection. 

Governor Tony Evers says it 



could be at least a month 

before he begins rolling 

back the Safer at Home 

social distancing orders.  

The Democrat says he 

wants to see more testing, 

more tracking of the sick, 

and more available 

protective gear before he 

starts thinking about 

reopening businesses.   
 

 
Gov. Evers signs bill into law News 4/16/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A coronavirus relief bill is 

signed into law by 

Governor Tony Evers after 

bipartisan approval 

yesterday in the Wisconsin 

Senate.  The Assembly 

passed the legislation 

Tuesday in a virtual session.  

The measure ensures 

Wisconsin can secure more 

than two-billion dollars in 

federal stimulus funds.  It 

also allows the state to 

draw more Medicaid 

funding and 

unemployment benefits 

and authorizes 75-million 

dollars in emergency 



funding.  Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald said 

"this legislation is important 

to the history of our state as 

we came together to 

respond to the crisis 

created by COVID-19."  

Governor Tony Evers said 

the bill is "finally a step in the 

right direction, but there is 

much more work to be 

done." 

 

Federal funding also came 

in for the 

Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport to the tune 

of $1.1-million.  Small and 

regional airports are also 

struggling with the travel 

restrictions.  Central 

Wisconsin at Mosinee 

received $3.8-million.  

Airports in Eagle River, 

Merrill, Park Falls, Tomahawk 

and Woodruff also picked 

up some funding.   
 

Local Boy Scouts are still 



running their “Scouting for 

Food” drive despite the 

virus pandemic.  The event 

that began yesterday and 

runs the rest of the month 

will now take on a digital 

form, with scouts 

contacting people by 

phone.  The Samoset 

Council is off to a good 

start with over $2300 raised 

for local food pantries.  A 

$10 donation is worth 100 

meals.  Scout Executive 

John Overland said once 

the virus restrictions are 

lifted they’ll again be asking 

for canned goods.  

Donations can be made 

through the council’s 

website at Samoset dot org.   

 
 

 
Organization buying milk 
from state dairy farmers to 
prevent it from being 
dumped News 4/16/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Milwaukee-based Hunger 

Task Force is committing 

one million dollars to buy 

thousands of gallons of milk 

from dairy farmers to stop it 

from being dumped.  The 

state will partner with the 



Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin 

group to distribute the 

Wisconsin milk statewide.  

Dairy farmers were told to 

dump the product earlier 

this month when demand 

had fallen off due to the 

coronavirus pandemic.  The 

milk will be handed over to 

free and local partner food 

banks and food pantries 

through the Hunger Relief 

Federation. 

The Department of Public 

Instruction will start sending 

about five-and-a-quarter-

million dollars in aid to 

Wisconsin school districts 

starting May 1st.  The money 

is to be used to help the 

districts with the transition to 

distance learning – where 

students learn at home.  It is 

being taken from the 

Common School Fund and 

comes in addition to 

another 38-million-dollar 

disbursement from that 

fund.  All of the state 



funding is coming in 

reaction to the coronavirus 

pandemic which has shut 

down all classroom 

learning. 

 A former chairman of the 

Democratic National 

Committee is suggesting 

the party consider creative 

alternatives to holding its 

national convention in 

Milwaukee.  Former Virginia 

Governor Terry McAuliffe 

says he believes it’s “very 

unlikely” there will be a 

convention in Wisconsin 

next August.  McAuliffe says 

that’s just an opinion, but 

he cites a difficult 

environment for Democrats 

as they try to raise the 

needed money to hold the 

event.  Presumptive 

Democratic candidate Joe 

Biden has already 

suggested the 2020 

convention might need to 

be done virtually because 

of the coronavirus 



pandemic. 
 

 
Gov. Evers extending state’s 
safer at home order News 4/17/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers is extending the state's 

safer-at-home order 

through May 2th6 or until a 

superseding order is issued.  

It adds some new measures 

to support progress made in 

containing coronavirus and 

allows some activities to 

start up again.  Evers said, 

Safer at Home is working."  

Wisconsin's K-through-12 

schools will remain closed 

through the end of the year 

under the extended order.  

Some changes include 

opening golf courses under 

certain restrictions, allowing 

lawncare and construction 

work, and curbside pickup 

at public libraries and for 

some non-essential 

businesses.  Some 

Republicans are criticizing 

the extended order, 

claiming it is "killing the 

economy, destroying 

people’s lives, and 



devastating both small and 

large businesses." 

Rhinelander School 

Superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

fired off a letter shortly after 

the announcement, saying 

food distribution will 

continue but summer 

school will not.  She and the 

school board are working 

on a plan for graduation.  

The board meets next week 

to discuss these and other 

related issues.  The Wausau 

School District has already 

moved all graduation 

ceremonies to early August. 

The new order said nothing 

about the May 12th special 

election to fill former 

Congressman Sean Duffy’s 

seat in the 7th District.  

However staffers are 

keeping an eye on the race 

after a chaotic spring 

general election and say 

concerns are not as high 

due to the rural makeup of 

the district.  Republican 



State Senator Tom Tiffany 

meets Wausau school 

board president and Ho-

Chunk Nation Supreme 

Court associate justice 

Tricia Zunker, who picked 

up an endorsement this 

week from US Senator 

Tammy Baldwn.    
 

 
No delays in state’s special 
election News 4/17/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

No delays are planned for 

the May 12th special 

election in Wisconsin’s 

7th Congressional District.  

The seat in Congress has 

been vacant since U-S 

Representative Sean Duffy 

stepped down six months 

ago.  Governor Tony Evers’ 

legal counsel made the 

comments Thursday, about 

a week after Ryan (NIL suh 

STEW uhn) said the 

governor was considering a 

delay due to the 

coronavirus pandemic.  

Nilsestuen says Evers is 

listening to clerks and 

public health officials in the 

district in northern 



Wisconsin, but he says there 

are differences from last 

week’s election.  Namely 

not as many people.  The 

race pits republican senator 

Tom Tiffany against Wausau 

School President and 

associate justice of the Ho 

chunk nation supreme 

court tricia Zunker.  To date 

Tiffany’s fundraising topped 

$1.2-million while Zunker, as 

of February reported about 

$300,000.  Tiffany yesterday 

called Governor Evers’ 

decision to extend the safer 

at home order reckless, and 

is destroying the state.   

Meanwhile, the Wisconsin 

Department of Workforce 

Development is hiring 200 

people to help it process 

record numbers of 

unemployment claims.  A 

spokesperson says the D-W-

D handled just over four 

million claims last week.  

The unprecedented 

numbers are being driven 



by the coronavirus 

pandemic.  D-W-D has 

already added people to 

its call centers by accessing 

workers from other divisions 

in the same agency.  There 

were originally 57 people 

working in the call center.  

That’s now up to almost 

100. 

Wisconsin is joining six other 

Midwestern states to 

coordinate the re-opening 

of their economies.  A fact 

based, data driven 

approach will be used to 

protect people from 

COVID-19. 
 

 
A week old vehicle crash 
discovered in Lincoln Co.  News 4/20/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A week old vehicle crash 

was discovered over the 

weekend in Lincoln County.  

The Sheriff’s department 

reported the accident most 

likely happened April 11th 

near the intersection of Hwy 

8 and County CC in the 

Town of Wilson.  An SUV 

rolled off the road, not 

visible to passing motorists.  



Significant snowfall the next 

day further concealed the 

vehicle.  Killed were 23-year 

old Andrew Griffin and his 

18-year old brother Elisha, 

both of Medford.  Both had 

been reported missing to 

local police.  

 

Local Chambers, charitable 

organizations and private 

enterprises are all in flux 

with the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic and extended 

orders to stay home from 

the Governor’s office.  In 

the Northwoods, tourism 

dollars mean over a billion 

dollars of economic impact 

with events like the Hodag 

Country Festival and Beef-

a-Rama, which alone bring 

in tens of thousands of 

visitors.  The festival alone 

has travelers here for more 

than a week.  Many events 

originally planned into June 

have already been 

cancelled.  Marketing funds 



for many events from the 

state hasn’t materialized in 

the wake of the virus 

outbreak and now tourism 

officials are concerned that 

lack of promotion could 

permanently damage any 

recovery.     
 
Protesters in opposition of 

Governor Evers’ extension 

of the Safer at Home order 

rallied across the state over 

the weekend.  The closest 

to here was Mosinee with 

hundreds of people turning 

out.  Last week the 

Governor’s original order 

was pushed out to May 26th.  

It was set to expire Friday.  

At issue, the balance of the 

state and local economies 

with that of public health.     
 

 
Gasoline theft results in two 
high speed chases News 4/20/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

A gasoline theft Saturday 

resulted in two high speed 

chases.  Shortly before 9 

Saturday morning the gas 

station in Tripoli reported a 



drive off without paying.  

The State Patrol spotted the 

vehicle on Hwy 8 in Oneida 

County and gave chase.  

The Trooper terminated the 

pursuit for safety reasons 

near Rhinelander when 

police picked it up but the 

suspect took off to 

Langlade County.  A 

Lincoln county deputy 

picked it up on Hwy 64.  The 

vehicle even got around a 

tire deflation device placed 

by Merrill PD.  The pursuit 

extended to Marathon 

County where it finally 

ended at the Hwy 153 exit 

at Mosinee.  A 38-year old 

Appleton man was 

arrested.  He’s also wanted 

in Winnebago County for 

contempt of court on a 

drug charge, Waupaca 

County for a theft charge 

and the Wisconsin 

Department of Corrections 

for violating the terms of his 

probation for drug 



possession.   

Republicans in the 

Wisconsin Legislature are 

planning to ask the state 

Supreme Court to block the 

extension of the governor’s 

Safer at Home order.  The 

announcement last 

Thursday extended the 

order through May 26th.  

State Senator Alberta 

Darling says Governor Evers 

passed his authority over to 

the secretary of health and 

human services – and the 

secretary doesn’t have 

jurisdiction over the 

legislature.  Protests over 

the extension have been 

held at the Capitol building 

and at Evers’ home.  

Republicans say they think 

the state needs to open 

sooner than May 26th.  This 

comes as the number of 

confirmed cases of COVID-

19 hits 4353 with 222 deaths 

 
Gov. Evers details his state 
bounce back plan  News 4/21/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Governor Tony Evers 

detailed his Badger Bounce 



Back Program yesterday to 

get Wisconsin to recovery 

from the COVID-19 virus.  

The three-phase program 

mimics similar plans coming 

from Washington, and the 

state has yet to meet the 

criteria for reopening.  

Evers’ executive order 

keeps things closed until 

May 26th.  Goals are to 

provide more protective 

equipment and boost 

testing to an average of 

12,000 tests per day.  

Basically there are 14 days 

between each phase to 

show no increases in 

positive cases and deaths.  

As this goes on, private and 

public golf courses will be 

allowed to re-open Friday.  

The Governor still requires 

social distancing and 

staggered tee times and 

prohibits the use of golf 

carts.  Those courses with 

food service will only 

provide take out.  Some 



courses are already offering 

discounted rates to 

healthcare and other 

frontline workers.     

Frontier Communications 

has filed for bankruptcy.  

The phone and internet 

provider services 29 states, 

including Wisconsin with a 

large share of its 80,000 

customers across the 

northern and centrals parts 

of the state.  In a statement 

yesterday the company has 

enough cash to meet its 

current obligations and will 

continue providing service.   

The drop in gasoline prices 

is expected to continue 

according to industry 

analysts.  AAA reports the 

average national price is 

$1.82.  Area stations are at 

$1.36 or lower, more than a 

dollar cheaper than April of 

last year.  Stations 

downstate advertise fuel for 

less than a dollar.  Experts 

say prices will continue to 



fall as oil prices plummet. 
 

 
Possible relief for state’s 
farmers News 4/21/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

A 19-billion-dollar relief 

program for farmers and 

ranchers also offers some 

help for Wisconsin dairy 

farmers.  Three billion dollars 

will go to help the fresh 

produce, dairy and meat 

industries.  Dairy farmers 

have been forced to dump 

their milk for the last two 

weeks.  The coronavirus 

pandemic created a major 

shift in demand almost 

overnight.  The Hunger Task 

Force had just announced 

last week it would spend 

one million dollars in 

Wisconsin buying back milk 

for food pantries.  The U-S 

Department of Agriculture 

says it will spend 100 million 

dollars-a-month on buying 

dairy products for food 

banks nationwide. 

Health officials hope to 

have more information by 

Friday on cases of COVID-

19 which might be 



connected to the April 

7th election.  Milwaukee 

Health Commission 

Jeanette Kowalik says 

seven people have been 

identified so far.  Today  is 

the 14th day since the 

election.  Wisconsin 

Department of Health 

Services Secretary Andrea 

Palm says her agency 

hasn’t seen any evidence 

linking new cases of the 

virus to the election.   

A central Wisconsin doctor 

has been placed on leave 

after violating the 

governor’s Safer at Home 

order by attending a rally.  

Doctor David Murdock 

attended the event to learn 

more about the ways the 

coronavirus affects 

communities in non-

medical ways.  Murdock 

says he’s writing a book 

and the final section will 

focus on COVID-19 and its 

impact.  Aspirus says 



Murdock won’t be seeing 

patients for a while and 

respect his right to free 

speech and assembly, but 

don’t condone his violation 

of the governor’s order and 

hospital policies. 
 

 
State high school spring 
sports canceled News 4/22/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

One coach said it was the 

easiest tough decision to 

make as the Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association board of 

control cancelled the high 

school spring sports season.  

The move comes in the 

wake of Governor Tony 

Evers extending the Safer at 

Home order until May 26th 

and closed schools for the 

remainder of the academic 

year.  Over the summer 

coaches and teammates 

will be allowed 30 contact 

days unless superseded by 

state or local guidelines.   

 

The governor’s order now 

faces a legal challenge, 

launched by the 



Republican-controlled 

legislature.  The State 

Supreme Court is asked to 

issue an order temporarily 

prohibiting enforcement of 

the extension.  Lawmakers 

say it exceeded the 

authority of the Department 

of Health Services, who 

must now respond to the 

suit by next week.  Follow-

up is due April 30th.  

Governor Evers said this is a 

“shameful response”.  In a 

statement he said, “This isn’t 

a game. This isn’t funny. 

People die every day 

because of this virus -- often 

times painful and lonely 

deaths -- and the more we 

delay or play political 

games the more people 

die”.  He called the action 

a power grab. 

 

The Langlade County 

Sheriff’s department is 

investigating a crash 

yesterday that claimed one 



life.  The accident reported 

just after noon at the 

intersection of Hwy 55 and 

County A in the Town of 

Langlade.  The two vehicle 

crashed killed a 55-year old 

Outagamie County man 

who was pronounced dead 

at the scene.  Another 

victim was airlifted to 

Aspirus Wausau Hospital 

and their condition is 

unknown this morning.   
 

 
Vice President speaks on 
Covid 19 News 4/22/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Vice President Mike Pence 

says the country is “getting 

there” in its battle against 

the coronavirus pandemic 

due to local efforts.  Pence 

toured a G-E Health Care 

manufacturing facility in 

Madison yesterday, 

speaking to workers, then 

took part in a round table 

discussion of the progress 

he says the U-S has made in 

its effort to overcome the 

pandemic.  Vice President 

Joe Biden called the Pence 

visit a “photo opportunity.”  



Three Democratic members 

of the Wisconsin 

congressional delegation 

say Wisconsin doesn’t have 

the supplies it needs to deal 

with the virus. 

Organizers say the 

Wisconsin Freedom Rally will 

be held Friday at 1:00 even 

though they were denied a 

permit.  Participants are 

asked to “peacefully 

assembly” outside the state 

Capitol building.  County 

health officials say they are 

concerned about health 

and safety which could be 

compromised by the 

gathering of a large group 

of people.  A spokesperson 

says they understand 

people are frustrated, but a 

mass gathering is a 

dangerous way to express 

those feelings. 

Nearly six thousand 

surgeries and procedures 

have been postponed at U-

W Health, while the number 



of patients staying at the 

Madison hospital has been 

cut in half, from 600-to-300.  

To off-set an expected loss 

of 350-to-400 million dollars 

in revenue, one of the steps 

being taken is a 15% pay 

cut for executives and 

doctors.  Hourly workers 

won’t be affected and 

there are no layoffs coming 

right now.  The hospital 

wants to make sure staff 

members working with 

COVID-19 patients aren’t 

affected.   
 

 
Oneida Co. fair canceled 
due to Covid 19 New 4/23/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The latest casualty of 

COVID-19 is the Oneida 

County Fair.  Citing the 

uncertainty of the 

pandemic, officials 

yesterday cancelled the 

annual event.  Fair 

coordinator Tom Barnett 

said they are sensitive to 

the fact the entire 

community has been 

harshly impacted and that 

includes the sponsors.  He’s 



also concerned about the 

feelings and safety of 

fairgoers and said future 

planning will continue.   

 

Updates from the 

Rhinelander School District 

as the last day of student 

instruction has been moved 

to May 29th.  The remote 

learning plan will continue 

through that time but the 

traditional summer school 

program is cancelled.  

Superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

said they’d share a plan 

later next month that 

includes the progress for 

returning materials and 

equipment the first week of 

June.  She said the district 

has also received approval 

from the state to continue 

the food distribution 

program through June.   

Meanwhile, work on the 

new dome project is 

underway adjacent to Mike 

Webster Stadium at the 



high school.  The $8-million 

dollar complex is scheduled 

to be completed by fall.   

 

State Representative Mary 

Felzkowski is sparring with 

Governor Tony Evers over 

his extending the Safer at 

Home order.  While he says 

there’s progress being 

made, the Irma Republican 

said the plan is a one size 

fits all scenario and doesn’t 

take into consideration rural 

districts, especially up north.   

Evers said if conditions are 

met he’ll reopen parts of 

the state but said the 

healthcare infrastructure 

and older population up 

north make it difficult, 

especially if the numbers of 

positive cases were to 

increase.   
 

 
Covid 19 cases linked to 
spring election News 4/23/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services is now 

connecting 19 confirmed 

coronavirus cases to the 

April 7th spring elections.  All 



of the individuals either cast 

their ballots in-person or 

were poll workers.  The D-H-

S says several of those 

people reported other 

possible exposures.  A 

spokesperson says, “There is 

no way to know with 

certainty if any exposures at 

the polls that are reported 

are in fact attributable to 

COVID-19 illness.” 

Researchers warn 35 

percent of Wisconsin 

businesses may be forced 

to close if the situation with 

the pandemic doesn’t 

improve in three months.  

More than 25 hundred 

businesses were surveyed 

by the University of 

Wisconsin-Oshkosh this 

month.  Nearly nine 

thousand jobs were lost in 

the first few days of 

Governor Tony Evers’ Safer 

at Home order – and the 

real number is much larger 

because 40 percent of the 



responding businesses 

couldn’t provide specific 

numbers.  

Law enforcement officials in 

Wisconsin’s Northwoods say 

criminals are returning to 

their old ways.  Crimes 

decreased in the early days 

of the coronavirus 

pandemic, but Oneida 

County Sheriff’s Office 

Patrol Captain Tyler Young 

says things are picking up.  

For a few nights, no one 

was booked into the jail.  

Now, it’s about three-to-five 

each night.  In Portage 

County, the number of 

bookings was off by half.  

Now, it’s getting busier 

there, too.  Wausau police 

say traffic crashes are down 

by about 70 percent over 

the last month and a half.  

Sometimes those crashes 

can lead to crimes like 

fleeing the scene or a fight. 
 

 
Rhinelander Common 
Council meetings being held News 4/24/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The last several meetings of 

the Rhinelander Common 



virtually Council have been held 

virtually, holding to the 

guidelines for social 

distancing and the 10 

person quota.  But, one 

important component of 

the meetings has been 

missing and Mayor Chris 

Frederickson addressed 

that yesterday.  He’s 

reminding residents despite 

having the meetings 

livestreamed, there is still 

the option for the public 

sharing comments or 

concerns.  People can send 

those directly to city hall by 

emailing to 

mayor@rhinelandercityhall 

dot org.   

The Wausau School Board 

has approved researching 

a referendum proposal that 

includes consolidating the 

elementary schools in the 

district from 13 to seven.  It 

would also put all fifth and 

sixth graders at John Muir 

Middle School and grades 



seven and eight at Horace 

Mann.  The administration 

says they’re just starting the 

conversations and no 

decisions are expected until 

late summer, with the 

question possibly going to 

voters in November. 

Seniors at Merrill High School 

picked up their caps and 

gowns for graduation 

yesterday, which is now set 

for July 25th.  But with the 

traditional garb came 

something new.  Personalize 

yard signs showing support 

for the class of 2020.  One 

student said there are no 

separate high schools 

anymore, it’s just one senior 

class.   

In a shocking move last 

night the Green Bay 

Packers, for the first time in 

15 years when they drafted 

Aaron Rogers, picked a 

quarterback in the first 

round of the draft.  They 

chose Utah State’s Jordan 



Love after trading up with 

Miami.   Scouts say Love has 

incredible tools to be 

developed at the NFL level. 
 

 
Price Co. authorities take 
three people into custody 
after a death News 4/24/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Seventeen months after 

Jason Martin died of an 

apparent heroin overdose, 

Price County authorities 

have taken three people 

into custody.  Martin’s body 

was discovered in the 

township of Lake in October 

2018.  Deputies arrested 27-

year-old Jacob Koerner 

and 24-year-old Alexis 

Boraas-Stueber for allegedly 

selling the heroin that killed 

him.  Also arrested was 36-

year-old Jason Williams of 

Wausau, who is accused of 

initially selling the drug to 

Koerner and Boraas-

Stueber.  Charges of first-

degree reckless homicide-

party to the crime are 

expected to be filed 

against all three suspects. 

The city of Hartford is the 

latest to join a growing list of 



communities giving 

businesses the freedom to 

open if they want to.  

Mayor Tim Michalak said 

they’re not violating the 

Governor’s order to shelter 

at home and keep non-

essential businesses closed.  

All we’re doing, he said, is 

telling businesses that if they 

make that personal choice 

of opening up, they take all 

the risk.  And there is risk to 

opening up.  The city will 

release administrative 

guidelines early next week.   

Several county sheriffs have 

gone on record saying they 

won’t enforce the order 

restricting movements.  And 

Kenosha County Sheriff 

David Beth penned a letter 

to his colleagues urging 

them to support 

enforcement.  He said 

decisions like that are 

better made at the state 

and federal levels and 

urging his counterparts to 



think twice before making 

that decision.   

The Democratic Party Chair 

expects an in-person 

convention in Milwaukee 

come August.  Tom Perez 

won’t rule out the possibility 

some portions may be 

conducted virtually, 

however.   
 

 
A wanted man located in 
Green Bay News 4/27/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Stockbridge-Munsee Police 

assisted the Shawano 

county special response 

team late Friday, locating a 

wanted fugitive in 

connection with a Green 

Bay shooting.  A no-knock 

search warrant was 

executed at the home of 

Manuel Mendoza and 

Delores Garcia, who were 

both arrested without 

incident.  Another 25-year 

old man was also taken into 

custody.  A firearm and 

drugs were found in the 

residence.   

 

The COVID-19 pandemic 



claimed two more activities 

in the North.  Organizers of 

the Concerts on the 

Riverwalk in Rhinelander 

cancelled the events for 

the entire summer season.  

Saying the need to 

rehearse well ahead of time 

would pose a risk, the 

decision to cancel was 

made.  Also cancelled, the 

annual Wisconsin River Pro 

Rodeo in Merrill in mid-June.  

The event has been 

rescheduled for next 

summer.  On the flipside, 

the Oneida County Health 

Department, following 

conversations with 

campground owners, ruled 

campgrounds can open 

May first as long as 

guidelines are maintained 

to ensure a safe 

environment.  As of 

yesterday there are just 

over 5900 positive cases in 

the state with 272 fatalities, 

the latest in Clark County 



this weekend.  Most of the 

news confirmed cases are 

in Brown County.  Nearly 

60,000 residents have tested 

negative for the virus.  

Wisconsin also has a 45% 

recovery rate. 

 

Fire yesterday afternoon 

destroyed a home and 

closed Hwy U for a time.  

The Marathon county 

sheriff’s department 

reported the blaze on the 

400 block of Hwy U in the 

village of Maine between 

28th and 44th Avenues.  Five 

departments assisted.  No 

one was hurt.   
 

 
People filing unemployment 
will get compensated.  News 4/27/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Impatient applicants for 

unemployment checks are 

being told they will get the 

needed support, but it’s 

going to take some time.  

About 400 thousand people 

have filed an initial 

application for benefits 

over the last eight weeks.  

State officials say that’s 



twice the number they saw 

at the height of the Great 

Recession in 2008.  One 

hundred new staff 

members have been 

added from other state 

offices to respond to the 

number of calls and 

another 200 are being 

hired.  A state spokesperson 

says they are just playing 

catch-up at this point. 

Meanwhile, Federal 

Pandemic Unemployment 

Compensation could be 

paid to Wisconsin residents 

this week.  According to the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Workforce Development, 

FPUC is a temporary 

emergency increase of 

$600 per week in 

unemployment benefits. 

The agency provides an 

additional payment to 

individuals who are 

collecting benefits from 

ANY of seven 

unemployment programs.   



A Lincoln County deputy 

along with Corning 

firefighters and the DNR 

responded to a report of a 

grass fire yesterday 

afternoon.  The fire reported 

at a property on Hwy 64 

near Midway road.   

Wisconsin currently has the 

lowest average price for 

gas in the entire country.  

GasBuddy-dot-com reports 

the Badger State’s average 

is one-dollar, 21-cents-a-

gallon.  It has been 

decades since the pump 

prices were that low.  The 

highest average price in 

the state is a still-pretty-low 

dollar-64 in St. Croix 

County.  Waushara 

County’s average price is 

95 cents-a-gallon.  The 

Wisconsin prices are down 

an average of 50 cents-a-

gallon from last month and 

are 56 cents-a-gallon better 

than the national average. 
 



 
Rhienlander’s common 
council met with a full 
complement of alderpersons 
 News 4/28/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Rhinelander’s common 

council met will a full 

complement of 

alderperson’s for the first 

time this year.  Mayor 

Chris Frederickson 

announced his 

appointments to various 

city committees and 

boards.  Mark Barden of 

Town & Country 

Engineering detailed 

the progress of the 

continuing Stevens 

Street project with 

utilities and pipework 

expected to be 

complete by the end of 

June.  He also said 

should the Hodag 

Country Festival go on 

as planned, 

construction would 

cease after capping off 

a temporary layer of 

blacktop to allow traffic 



to access the grounds.  

The $14.4-million project 

is slated to be finished 

by June of 2021.  Clerk 

Val Foley reported 

already “well over” 1100 

absentee ballots have 

come into her office.  

She said just over 1300 

came in from the last 

election and is 

encouraging residents 

to vote absentee for the 

upcoming special 

election May 12th for the 

7th Congressional 

District.  The council also 

met nearly 2-1/2 hours in 

closed session with a 

number of weighty 

issues up for discussion 

including the matter of 

City Administrator Daniel 

Guild, who’s been on 

administrative leave 

pending the outcome 



of a felony charge for 

misconduct in office.  

He’s back in court June 

11th.  Also discussed, 

additional legal action 

against the city by 

former public works 

head Tim Kingman and 

Heather Holmes on 

behalf of the River 

News, appealing the 

decision in the walking 

quorum issue.  

Collective bargaining 

with the police/fire 

departments were also 

discussed.  Upon 

convening into open 

session near 10:00, the 

Mayor said there was 

nothing to release and 

adjourned the meeting.    
 
 

 
Some of the state’s non 
essential businesses to 
reopen this week News 4/28/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Some of Wisconsin’s non-

essential businesses will be 

allowed to re-open 



Wednesday morning.  

Governor Tony Evers made 

the announcement 

Monday, declaring nobody 

wants to re-open the state’s 

economy more than he 

does.  Evers says he’s 

“turning the dial a notch” 

by allowing pet groomers, 

upholstery businesses and 

small engine shops to get 

back to work, among 

others.  All businesses still 

have to operate free of 

contact, follow social 

distancing guidelines and 

enact disinfecting 

practices.  You can clean 

your car again since all 

automatic and self-service 

car washes will be 

functioning. 

While dozens of states are 

hesitating to re-open 

schools, President Trump 

says they should seriously 

consider it.  He made the 

comment yesterday in a 

call with governors looking 



for ways to restart their 

economies.  Reopening 

schools is considered key to 

rekindling the economy.  

Without a safe place for 

kids, many parents would 

have trouble returning to 

work.  And with the school 

year coming to a close 

soon, education officials 

say opening again would 

bring more risk than reward. 

Aspirus Healthcare is 

contacting patients whose 

previous appointments 

were postponed due to 

COVID-19.  The 

announcement yesterday 

will include all types of care 

previously delayed as a 

precaution.  Aspirus will 

closely monitor its use of 

important supplies and 

follow CDC guidelines for 

dealing with the public.  In 

making the announcement, 

Aspirus President/CEO 

Matthew Heywood said 

they recognize people 



remain cautious about 

seeking care at this time.  

But the virus will be around 

until a vaccine is available 

so further delaying care for 

health needs may be a 

bigger concern than the 

virus itself. 
 

 
Rhinelander high school has 
a tentative date for 
graduation News 4/29/20 630a,730a830a 1:30 

Earlier this month, 

Wisconsin's Republican-

controlled legislature filed 

legal action in the state 

Supreme Court challenging 

Gov. Tony Evers' extension 

of the stay-at-home order. 

Republicans called it an 

'obvious abuse of power.'  

Evers said the order is 

saving lives and has now 

asked the high court to toss 

out the suit.    

 

Rhinelander High School 

has a tentative graduation 

date.  The ceremony is set 

for Friday, July 31st at Mike 

Webster Stadium.  In 

releasing the information 

yesterday officials said if 



social distancing restrictions 

on gatherings still prevent it, 

alternative plans will be 

made.  Students will have a 

required practice at nine 

that morning in the gym.   

Meanwhile, the community 

is invited to attend the 

Rhinelander Area 

Scholarship Foundations 

Virtual Award Ceremony, 

Sunday, May 17th at 3pm.  

Viewing will be available on 

YouTube.   

 

As restrictions on activities, 

especially outdoors begin 

to lift, counties across 

northcentral Wisconsin 

prepare to open ATV and 

UTV trails.  Already 

beginning Friday, trails in 

Forest, Marathon and 

Wood counties are set to 

open, along with the 

Flambeau and Solberg trails 

in Price County.  May 15th 

the Georgetown and 

Flambeau River State trail in 



Price open.    Oneida 

County is set for the 22nd 

while Langlade and Lincoln 

remain closed.  Updates 

are available on the county 

websites. 

 

State and Federal 

investigators are ramping 

up their work after several 

more dogs died after being 

poisoned.  Over the last two 

weeks a yellow lab and 

german shepherd died 

after eating something 

tainted.  Public help is being 

sought in Florence, Forest 

and Marinette counties. 

 

 
Traffic accident in Lincoln 
Co. town of Pine River 
causes death News 4/29/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

A traffic accident early this 

morning in the Lincoln 

County Town of Pine River 

killed one person.  The 

Sheriff’s Department 

reported three 16-year olds 

from Merrill were in the 

vehicle on Shady Lane 

Avenue shortly after 1:00 

when it left the road and 



rolled.  One of the teens 

was thrown out of the 

vehicle and pronounced 

dead at the scene.  A 

second passenger was 

taken to the trauma center 

at Aspirus Wausau Hospital.  

The driver was treated and 

released and is in custody.  

The cause remains under 

investigation.   

The City of Green Bay is 

considered a new 

coronavirus hotspot after 

reports find it has the 

second highest growth rate 

of positive cases in the 

country.  President Trump is 

calling on meat processing 

plants to stay open, 

declaring them critical 

infrastructure.  The Brown 

County Health Department 

connected more than half 

the cases there are at two 

beef processing companies 

and a sausage maker.  One 

of the packing plants is 

already closed.   



Nearly three dozen 

Wisconsin state parks and 

forests will be reopened 

Friday, but the rules are 

different.  Governor Tony 

Evers directed the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources to open 

them yesterday.  The 

number of people allowed 

in will be restricted.  Anyone 

who wants to go to a state 

park, forest, or recreational 

area will need an annual 

park sticker or trail pass – 

and D-N-R wardens will 

enforce social distancing.  

Those parks were shut down 

earlier this month when 

huge crowds flooded them 

and social distancing 

guidelines were ignored. 
 

 
So far, no confirmed cases 
of the Covid 19 on the Lac 
Du Flambeau tribal land News 4/30/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

There are no confirmed 

cases of the COVID-19 virus 

on the Lac du Flambeau 

Reservation and Tribal 

President Joseph Wildcat, Sr 

says he wants to keep it 

that way.  The Tribal Council 



yesterday unanimously 

backed closing access to 

public boat landings, 

campgrounds, parks, trails 

and tribal roads within the 

exterior boundaries of the 

reservation until further 

notice.  The LDF Country 

Market, gas station, smoke 

shop and government 

buildings are all closed to 

visitors.  Wildcat said they 

are hopeful we can get 

beyond this pandemic soon 

to open the community 

back up.   

 

Late last year Rhinelander 

shut down two of the city’s 

wells due to contamination 

from per and 

poly/flouro/alkyl or PFAs 

substances.  Since then 

various units of government 

have been working to 

identify the source with 

mixed results.  Mayor Chris 

Frederickson has been 

driving the effort to get 



more information and 

announced an online 

public forum Tuesday, May 

5th of experts to explain 

what’s been happening 

and what’s being done.  

The link will be available on 

the Support Local page of 

this station’s website.   

 

In related news, a Wisconsin 

Sea Grant-funded project 

discovered the substances, 

which originate in a large 

number of man-made 

products, in rainwater 

across the country.  

Scientists say the presence 

of PFAs in everything from 

the food supply, personal 

care products, lakes and 

the atmosphere is a 

growing crisis.  They say 

everyone in the world, even 

remote regions, have 

substantial levels of PFAs in 

their bloodstreams.  Up to 

5000 different PFAs 

compounds exist but 



federal regulations target 

only two.   
 

 
Lincoln Co. Sheriff’s identify 
person killed in car accident News 4/30/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office identified the teen 

killed in a one vehicle crash 

early yesterday morning.  

16-year old Tyler Krenz was 

a passenger and 

pronounced dead at the 

scene, being thrown from 

the vehicle when it left 

Shady Lane Avenue and 

rolled.  Another passenger 

was taken to Wausau 

Aspirus Hospital.  The 16-

year old driver remains in 

custody after being treated 

and released.  Deputies are 

working with State Patrol 

investigators and await test 

results to determine the 

cause of the accident.   

Supreme Court Justice 

Daniel Kelly had recused 

himself when the Wisconsin 

court took up a lawsuit 

seeking to purge more than 

200 thousand people from 

the state’s voter records.  



Now he's back.  Kelly 

recused himself in March 

because he was running in 

the April 7th election.  He 

lost that election and 

Wednesday Kelly 

announced he would be 

rejoining the case.  He says 

the reason he recused 

himself no longer exists, no 

one has objected to his 

return and he feels he has a 

duty to hear every case he 

can before he leaves the 

court and challenger Jill 

Karofsky takes his seat. 

Temperatures are warming 

up, the humidity is low and 

the winds are blowing – it’s 

a dangerous time for 

wildfires in Wisconsin’s 

Northwoods.  Officials say 

they know people are 

spring cleaning and they 

need to burn the debris, but 

permits have been 

suspended.  This is the peak 

of Wisconsin’s fire season.  

Residents are being asked 



to wait until the vegetation 

“greens up.”  When it does 

turn green, the fire danger 

quickly decreases. 
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State Covid numbers 
confirmed News 5/1/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

While Northern counties in 

the state have been spared 

the brunt of the COVID-19 

outbreak, Wisconsin 

recorded its highest number 

of confirmed cases.  The 

Department of Health 

Services reports 334 new 

cases as of late yesterday.  

Another number, 230,000.  

That’s how many N95 

respirator masks were 

delivered to the state by 

the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency.  The 

masks will be used to 

support state operations 



and be distributed to 

county and tribal 

emergency managers, who 

will allocate them to local 

direct care providers and 

first responders based on a 

review of their current 

needs.  FEMA is also 

sending a Critical Care 

Decontamination System, 

used to clean the masks 

and extend their use. 

More than 44,000 ballots 

have already been 

returned for the upcoming 

special election May 12th in 

the 7th Congressional 

District.  Nearly 93,000 had 

been requested and the 

mail-in ballots are due by 

the 7th.  The race, to fill the 

seat of the retired Sean 

Duffy pits Republican State 

Senator Tom Tiffany against 

Wausau School Board 

President Tricia Zunker.  The 

two will meet tonight in a 

televised debate on WJFW-

TV 12.  The winner won’t 



have much time to settle in 

as they’ll be running again 

in November, as the term 

was set to expire.  The seat 

has been vacant since 

September.   

 

The Hodag Fab Lab at 

Rhinelander High School 

got a boost in the form of a 

$6800 grant from 

Associated Bank.  The funds 

paid for a state-of-the-art, 

direct to garment printer for 

use by students, clubs and 

area organizations. 
ca 

  
Officials at Mayo Clinic 
apologize for furlough letters News 5/1/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Officials at the Mayo Clinic 

are apologizing for sending 

furlough letters to 302 

employees who shouldn’t 

have received one.  The 

letters were confirming an 

April announcement about 

furloughs and reduced 

hours impacting 30 

thousand staff members at 

all Mayo locations.  A 

spokesperson says apology 

notes have been sent to 



those who got the 

notifications by mistake.  

Mayo says the furloughs are 

part of its financial 

stabilization strategy so it 

can make it through the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

A U-S Navy contract valued 

at almost 800 million dollars 

could mean up to a 

thousand new jobs to the 

Marinette area.  Fincantieri 

Marinette Marine will build 

up to 10 guided-missile 

carrying frigates.  The 

Department of Defense 

says the contract could be 

worth more than five-and-

a-half billion dollars over the 

next 15 years if all of its 

options are exercised.  The 

basic contract calls for one 

frigate to be built with an 

option for nine more.  

Marinette Marine’s bid won 

a competition against 

shipyards in Alabama, 

Maine, Mississippi and 

Maryland. 



The former treasurer of the 

Pella Fire Department has 

entered a not guilty plea to 

charges he stole more than 

20 thousand dollars.  Forty-

six-year-old Lyle Krueger 

reportedly admitted taking 

the money and not paying 

it back.  Investigators say he 

claimed there was no 

victim for his crime.  He said 

it started when he was 

injured and laid off from 

work.  Krueger reportedly 

told authorities he needed 

the money so he wouldn’t 

lose his house.  However, it 

appears there were 

withdrawals from the 

account at casinos in the 

area. 
 

  
Person hurt in Lincoln Co. 
fire over the weekend  News 5/4/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 One person was hurt in a 

Lincoln County fire over the 

weekend.  The Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s office got 

the 911 call late yesterday 

afternoon about a grease 

fire at a home on Hwy P in 

the Township of Pine River.  



A woman was warming up 

grease in the kitchen and 

left the room.  Coming 

back the flame were 

already climbing the wall.  

She was able to escape 

with several pets but 

sustained moderate burns 

to her arms.  Several 

departments responded to 

the call.   

Oneida County has its 

seventh case of the 

coronavirus.  The Health 

Department reported an 

individual in their 80s is 

hospitalized.  The agency is 

investigating how they may 

have become infected and 

are contacting those who 

were with them at some 

point.  There are now over 

7600 positive cases in the 

state with nearly 1600 of 

those in the hospital.  

Wausau’s popular 525 

races, originally set for the 

end of month may be 

rescheduled for July or later 



in light of the COVID-19 

pandemic.   

With fundraising nearly 

complete, work is 

underway at the new 

pickleball courts at Pioneer 

Park in Rhinelander.  

Officials supporting the 

project have over $100,000 

or 96% of their goal for the 

eight courts expected to be 

completed by July.   

One sign of summer is 

showing up as Farmer’s 

Markets are beginning to 

open.  About a dozen 

vendors showed up 

Saturday in Weston, 

Minocqua’s opens Friday.  

Organizers of the Hodag 

Farmer’s Market in 

Rhinelander have the 

paperwork in to the city but 

an opening date has not 

yet been announced.   

 
 

  
State Supreme Court to hear 
argument News 5/4/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court will hear oral 

arguments tomorrow on the 



Republican challenge to 

the extension of Governor 

Tony Evers’ Safer at Home 

order.  The court voted six-

to-one Friday to take the 

case.  Republican 

lawmakers filed the lawsuit 

last month after the order 

was extended to May 

26th by the D-H-S secretary, 

Andrea Palm.  They say 

Palm didn’t have the 

authority to extend the 

order and they’re asking 

the court to issue a 

temporary injunction 

blocking it. 

The Wisconsin Highway 

Patrol says high winds 

picked up dust from a 

nearby field, blowing it 

across Interstate 39 Sunday 

and causing multiple 

accidents.  Troopers had to 

close the highway shortly 

after 1:00 p-m.  There was a 

26-car pileup in the 

southbound lane and four 

wrecks involving two cars 



on the northbound side.  

Only a few injuries were 

reported and none 

appeared to be serious.  

That stretch of interstate 

was kept closed into 

Sunday evening for safety. 

Columbia Correctional 

Institution Warden Susan 

Novak and two top aides 

have been placed on 

leave after a pair of 

inmates escaped last 

month and were caught in 

Illinois.  Deputy Warden 

Lucas Weber and Security 

Director Brian Gustke will 

also be off the job while the 

escape is investigated.  

Thomas Deering and James 

Newman managed to get 

free April 16th.  They were 

taken into custody the next 

day at an Illinois homeless 

shelter.  Some lower-ranking 

employees are also on paid 

leave, but the Department 

of Corrections hasn’t said 



how many. 

And in sports, look for the 

NFL to release their 

schedule this week. 

 
 

  
Another northern Wis. 
Community taking steps to 
contain Covid19 News 5/5/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Another northern 

community has taken steps 

to help contain the COVID-

19 outbreak.  The Parks 

Commission in Lake 

Tomahawk closed all 

facilities with all town clubs 

and organizations 

canceling upcoming 

events including all July 4th 

activities.  The snowshoe 

park pavilion and 

concession stand will be 

unavailable until further 

notice, prompting officials 

with snowshoe baseball to 

suspend the entire 2020 

season.  The popular 

Monday night at the 

ballpark games, which 

draw thousands, will 

celebrate 60 years next 

season.  Big Top 



Chautauqua in Washburn 

has also cancelled all 

summer events and 

concerts.  And the 

Hazelhurst Lions suspended 

all activities up to October 

when they’ll review ever 

changing guidelines.   

 

Meanwhile, Governor Tony 

Evers met with legislative 

leaders of both parties 

yesterday about opening 

parts of the state less 

affected by the 

coronavirus.  This comes as 

the State Supreme Court 

today takes up a GOP 

lawsuit looking to block 

Evers’ safer at home order 

that runs until May 26th.   

 

A 21-year old Lac du 

Flambeau man is charged 

for OWI after a traffic stop 

near Crandon yesterday.  

Trey Graveen was arrested 

by a State Trooper on Hwy 8 

at Sheldon Lane after failing 



a sobriety test.  He had a 3-

month old child in the 

vehicle with him and was 

also cited for driving without 

a valid license.   

 

Work on the southbound 

lanes of Hwy 51 from Hwy 8 

to County S near 

Tomahawk is underway.  

The eight plus mile stretch 

was like driving on a 

washboard.  The DOT will 

reroute traffic to one of the 

northbound lanes into the 

late fall.   
 
 

  
State plans for Covid testing News 5/5/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The state plans to provide 

85 thousand tests for 

COVID-19 to Wisconsin 

hospitals, clinics, local 

public health offices and 

long-term care facilities.  

Governor Tony Evers wants 

to make Wisconsin one of 

the top states when it 

comes to coronavirus 

testing per capita.  The 

official announcement was 



made Monday, but the 

idea had already gone 

public.  Evers hopes the 

intensive testing effort could 

significantly impact the 

spread of the disease.  The 

governor says, “Everyone in 

Wisconsin who needs a test 

should be tested.” 

Oral arguments before the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court, 

over the governor’s Safer at 

Home order, were 

streamed live this morning.   

The case is “Wisconsin 

Legislature versus Andrea 

Palm.”  Legislative 

Republicans are asking the 

high court to block the 

extension of the order.  They 

say Palm, the Secretary-

designee of the 

Department of Health 

Services, didn’t have the 

authority to extend it 

through May 26th.  It’s a 

virtual hearing, for the first 

time, with parties appearing 

through Zoom.  It was also 



carried live on the 

WisconsinEye Public Affairs 

Network. 

An accused killer in 

northwestern Missouri is 

asking for a new judge and 

a change of venue for his 

trial.  Garland Joseph 

Nelson of Braymer is facing 

two counts of first-degree 

murder.  His attorneys 

entered the motions during 

a Monday hearing in 

Caldwell County.  

Prosecutors say he killed 35-

year-old Nick Diemel and 

34-year-old Justin Diemel 

last summer.  Their remains 

were found at locations in 

Missouri and Nebraska. 

 They had traveled from 

Bonduel in Shawano 

County to Nelson’s farm to 

collect a 250-thousand-

dollar debt. 

 

  
Ruling passed down on 
helicopter crash from two 
years ago  News 5/6/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Two years after the fatal 

crash of the Spirit Two 

medivac helicopter, the 



National Transportation 

Safety Board ruled it, “loss 

of control in flight”.  The 

craft went down in the 

woods just south of 

Minocqua April 26th, 2018, 

killing the pilot, Rico Caruso 

of Hazelhurst and crew 

members Gregory 

Rosenthal of Mosinee and 

Klint Mitchell of 

Watersmeet.  The report 

indicates the pilot was non-

responsive as crew 

members called out to him 

as the chopper was going 

down.   
 

Minocqua native Eduard 

Vocke announced he’s 

running for the 12th Senate 

District seat.  He’s the 

second Democrat to 

announce for the seat 

being vacated by 

Republican Tom Tiffany, 

whose running for Congress.  

Wendy Klawtter of 

Wausaukee announced 



she’s running late last year.  

Republican State 

Representative Mary 

Felzkowski is also in the mix.  

Her 35th Assembly District 

seat has drawn interest from 

Lincoln county supervisor 

Calvin Callahan, who 

announced last month as a 

Republican, as will Don 

Nelson, the former 

Tomahawk City Council 

President.    

 

The State Supreme Court 

heard arguments yesterday 

and questioned lawyers for 

the Department of Health 

Services and Republican 

lawmakers.  At issue, the 

fate of the stay at home 

order.  The GOP filed suit 

against Department 

Secretary Andrea Palm, 

claiming the decision to 

extend the order to May 

26th exceeded her 

authority.   

 



Responding to back ups 

created by the COVID-19 

pandemic, the DOT won’t 

require teens who’ve 

completed their required 

driver’s ed programs to 

take a driving test before 

getting a license.  To date 

more than 10,000 teens 

were waiting for the road 

tests. 

 
 

  
Man taken into custody after 
a stabbing near Wittenberg News 5/6/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A 31-year old Hortonville 

man is in custody after a 

struggle and stabbing near 

Wittenberg last night.  The 

Shawano County Sheriff’s 

office reports a 34-year old 

woman was driving on Hwy 

45 with the man and her 4-

year old daughter.  A 

disagreement had her pull 

over and struggle ensued 

when she was stabbed and 

her throat cut.  A passerby 

got her and her daughter 

to safety and notified 

authorities.  Treated by 

Tigerton ambulance she 



was taken to the hospital.  

The suspect was still at the 

scene of the incident and 

arrested.  No other 

information is available. 

A week after she helped 

capture two Wisconsin 

prison escapees, the 

operator of Miss Carly’s 

homeless shelter in 

Rockford, Illinois says she 

got a big surprise.  Carly 

Rice has been called a 

hero for contacting 

authorities when the 

inmates who got away from 

Columbia Correction 

Institution showed up at her 

soup kitchen.  She was 

stunned when a guard from 

the prison brought her a 

truckload of supplies as a 

thank you a week later. 

The justices on the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court 

will decide whether the 

governor’s Safer at Home 

order continues through 

May 26th.  Attorneys for 



Department of Health 

Services acting-Secretary 

Andrea Palm and 

Republican legislators spent 

90 minutes Tuesday giving 

oral arguments remotely.  

Palm extended the order at 

the governor’s direction, 

but those fighting the order 

say she didn’t have the 

authority.  Republican 

leaders say Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers 

shouldn’t be able to make 

decisions unilaterally.  

Conservative justices 

challenged the governor’s 

stance, comparing it to the 

definition of “tyranny.” 
 

  
Shots fired at spear 
fisherman News 5/7/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Little information has been 

released but one person 

was arrested after reports of 

tribal spearers being shot at 

Saturday night on Little St. 

Germain Lake.  Vilas 

County deputies along with 

members of the Great 

Lakes Indian Fish and 

Wildlife Commission located 



the intoxicated suspect and 

took them into custody.  

The DNR continues its 

investigation into the 

incident. 

Still no decision from the 

State Supreme Court on the 

extension of the Safer at 

Home order.  That has local 

governments planning for 

any eventual outcome.  At 

issue, whether the 

Department of Health 

Services went beyond its 

authority to have the order 

play out to May 26th.  If the 

court upholds the decision, 

the status quo remains.  If 

it’s overturned, officials 

caution people returning to 

regular activities too 

quickly.  Many officials, 

including Oneida County, 

support a regional 

approach to reopen the 

state and resume business. 

Work on Hwy 51 between 

Hwys 8 and S outside 

Tomahawk is slowing traffic, 



as are repairs further down 

the highway.  In Marathon 

County motorists will 

encounter slowdowns, lane 

closures and detours in the 

southbound lanes between 

the Rib River Bridge and 

County NN.  The Sherman 

Street ramp is closed and 

beginning today, so will the 

51 exit 190 ramp to NN.   

An Arctic blast is on its way 

in, bringing the possibility of 

record low temperatures 

into the weekend.  Midwest 

temperatures will be 15-to-

25 degrees below normal, 

with highs only in the mid-

30s and a hard freeze 

tomorrow.  The likelihood of 

snow is also there but little if 

any accumulation.   
 

  
More than 1 million meals 
given to state students since 
the Covid outbreak News 5/7/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 More than 1 million meals 

have been provided to 

Wisconsin students since the 

closure of K -12 school 

buildings because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, 

according to claims filed to 



the Wisconsin Department 

of Public Instruction.  Since 

March 18, 2020, 447 school 

food authorities and 

sponsors in Wisconsin have 

provided meals through the 

National School Lunch 

Program’s Seamless 

Summer Option and the 

Summer Food Service 

Program, which allow meals 

to be served free of charge 

to children 18-years old and 

younger living in low-

income areas. 

Locally there are 

challenges to providing 

enough meals and one 

organization was formed to 

take on that task.  Feed Our 

Rural Kids or FORK is a newly 

formed non-profit working 

with kids in the Northland 

Pines School District, where 

the poverty level sits at 

better than 22%.  The 

organization was recently 

bolstered by a grant 

pledge up to $20,000 from 



a Land o’ Lakes couple.  

Nearly 12,000 meals we 

served by the end of the 

school year.   

The coronavirus pandemic 

has created an 870-million-

dollar hole in Wisconsin’s 

economy.  State tax 

collections took a dive in 

the first month after the 

governor’s Safer at Home 

order closed many 

businesses.  A big factor 

was the three-month delay 

for the state income tax 

deadline, giving taxpayers 

until July 15th to send their 

checks.  Wisconsin also 

anticipates two-billion 

dollars in federal aid to 

cover the costs related to 

the pandemic.  Legislation 

will need to be changed for 

that money from 

Washington to be used to 

pay the bills in Madison. 
 

  
State officials dealing with 
reality with the loss of 
tourism dollars due to Covid News 5/8/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Coming off a record 

tourism year, which saw 

more than $22-billion 



pumped into the state 

economy, officials are now 

dealing with the reality of 

2020.  Thousands of events, 

many significant, have 

been affected by the 

coronavirus pandemic.  

Industry figures show the 

state has already lost $1.2-

billion and it’s not even the 

busy season yet.  However 

research for the state finds 

flight travel is being 

replaced by planning more 

trips with driving and tourism 

officials are steering their 

marketing efforts there for 

the future.   

Three term Republican 

Assemblyman Rob 

Swearingen of Rhinelander 

has drawn opposition in the 

34th district.  Kirk Bangstad 

of Minocqua announced 

for the seat yesterday.  Both 

men own popular 

northwoods restaurants.  

Bangstad attempted a 



Democratic bid against 

Sean Duffy for his 7th 

Congressional seat in 2015.  

He said he’s running now 

because the people in the 

Northwoods deserve better 

representation and 

criticized Republicans for 

playing politics with the 

COVID-19 pandemic.   

Lincoln County’s Highway 

Committee unanimously 

passed a measure allowing 

expanded ATV use.  County 

roads had been open in 

certain areas and now a 

nearly 3-mile stretch will link 

up to existing trails.  Riders 

will now use County W as 

an access road from 

County P to Bid Eddy and 

Center Line Roads.  After 

the signage does up the 

routes will be open to 

travel. 

Organizers with the Hodag 

Country Festival 

announced yesterday no 



entertainers have 

cancelled for the 43rd 

annual event.  Stressing 

safety as the key issue, the 

statement said they’re 

contractually obligated to 

the artists and it’s unknown 

what events will be allowed 

this summer.   

 

  
Gov. Evers won’t rule out 
opening parts of the state 
earlier from Covid 
restrictions News 5/8/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin’s governor says 

he won’t rule out the 

Republican idea of 

opening some parts of the 

state less-affected by 

COVID-19 a little earlier.  

Governor Tony Evers says 

that’s one idea he 

discussed in a Monday 

meeting with legislative 

leaders.  He says the group 

didn’t come to any 

conclusions.  Evers says he’s 

concerned that rural areas 

are being under-counted 

due to lack of testing and 

opening them up to tourism 

this summer could cause a 

big increase in cases.  In a 



radio interview yesterday 

the Democratic leader said 

he would “never say never 

in this situation” when it 

comes to regionalization. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Workforce Development 

warns that the state’s 

unemployment fund could 

run dry by October.  As of 

this week, the 

Unemployment Insurance 

Trust Fund balance stood at 

a little over one-point-eight 

dollars.  Should the state run 

out of money, it could still 

borrow from the federal 

government.  D-W-D says it 

is processing 300 thousand 

claims weekly, about three 

times the number of claims 

it had to handle during the 

first year of the 2008 Great 

Recession.  October was a 

worst-case estimate, with 

another projection 

indicating the fund would 

be depleted by September 



of next year. 

A Wisconsin commercial 

trucking company is giving 

its employees a tangible 

“thank you” for their efforts 

during the coronavirus 

pandemic.  More than 400 

workers for Weston-based 

Sutton Transport are getting 

500-dollar bonuses.  The 

family-owned company has 

seven Midwest terminals, 

including Oshkosh and 

Wausau.  Because it 

transports goods regionally 

and nationwide, it is 

considered to be an 

essential business. 

 
 

  
1 dead, 1 arrested after 
shooting in Bayfield News 5/11/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 64-year old man is dead 

and a 62-year old arrested 

after a shooting in Bayfield 

late Friday night.  Sheriff’s 

officials say they’re still 

investigating but the 

suspect was taken into 

custody following the 

shooting.  Both men are 



from the area.   

The Forest County Health 

Department reported 

yesterday four cases of 

COVID-19 have been 

confirmed.  All the 

individuals have been 

isolated and officials are 

working to determine the 

source and who’ve they 

been in contact with.  

Statewide there are now 

nearly 10,000 cases in the 

state.   

Closed sessions of the 

Rhinelander Common 

Council have been nothing 

new this year but tonight’s 

meeting there’s a line we 

haven’t seen before.  The 

new council will again 

review negotiations with the 

fire and police departments 

collective bargaining 

agreement, look at two of 

the pending court cases 

against the city, namely the 

suit brought by former 

Public Works head Tim 



Kingman and the appeal of 

the walking quorum case.  

They’ll also talk about hiring 

someone to help the mayor 

and department heads in 

the absence of City 

Administrator Daniel Guild.  

His future is also on the 

agenda with the line 

referred to earlier stating, 

possible action on the 

Daniel Guild employment 

contract, which we haven’t 

seen before.  The 

embattled Guild is on 

administrative leave after 

being arrested and 

charged with one count of 

misconduct in office.  His 

next court appearance in 

June 11th.  His leave has 

been rolled over several 

times since the action was 

taken in March.   

There’s a gradual return to 

normal temperatures this 

week with 60s by Thursday. 
 

  
State voters will be casting 
ballots Tuesday News 5/11/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin legal experts are 

telling reporters the case 



before the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court is complex 

so the justices will take their 

time reaching a decision.  

Republicans are making a 

technical legal argument 

accusing the governor of 

abusing his power.  

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers says he feels “great” 

about the ruling “if the 

decision is based on facts, 

law and the precedent.”  

During oral arguments last 

week, the conservative 

majority on the court 

challenged the governor’s 

position.  The court might 

not favor either side and 

could issue a ruling from the 

middle ground. 

For the second time in five 

weeks Wisconsin voters will 

be casting ballots Tuesday.  

A special election to fill the 

vacant seat representing 

Wisconsin’s 

7th Congressional District is 

being held.  Election 



officials are hoping to avoid 

the major failures 

experienced in absentee 

balloting April 7th.  Some 

absentee ballots were 

requested but not received, 

other would-be voters got 

envelopes with no ballots 

inside, and, in some cases, 

multiple ballots were sent to 

the same person.  Twenty-

six counties are including in 

the 7th Congressional 

District. 

Now, more than ever 

people on social media 

need to be aware than 

what they’re reading is 

probably false or mis-

information.  Both 

Facebook and YouTube are 

in the process of removing 

a conspiracy video that’s 

already garnered millions of 

views.  It’s called, 

“Plandemic” which fact 

checking firms say is riddled 

with inaccuracies.  Experts 

in the field say people want 



to believe these as they fit 

their beliefs and believing 

they have inside 

knowledge, share it, which 

can end up being 

dangerous. 

 

  
Contract of embattled 
Rhinelander City 
Administrator terminated News  5/12/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The contract of embattled 

Rhinelander City 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

was terminated last night.  

Alderman Ryan Rossing 

presented the motion to 

dismiss without cause 

following a closed session of 

the common council.  The 

vote was unanimous.  There 

were no comments from 

city officials following the 

meeting.  Guild has been 

on paid administrative 

leave since early March 

after being arrested and 

charged with misconduct in 

office in Oneida County 

Court.  Guild hadn’t 

commented on the matter 

until the middle of April 

when he announced a 



motion to dismiss the 

charges had been filed.  

He’s back in court June 

11th.  Guild was hired in 

September of 2018 beneath 

a cloud of uncertainty 

stemming from controversy 

surrounding his similar duties 

in the Village of Weston.  In 

related action, the council 

voted to extend the 

contract of Zach Vruwink to 

assist the city in Guild’s 

absence.  The former Mayor 

of Wisconsin Rapids was 

hired by Rhinelander Mayor 

Chris Frederickson.  He’s 

already met with the 

majority of department 

heads and key city officials 

and has a temporary 

contract now running to 

June 30th.  We’ve reached 

out to Mr. Guild for 

comment.   

Polls across north central 

Wisconsin open this morning 

for the third time this year 

and municipal clerks 



expect a large turnout.  

There’s only one race on 

the ballot, to fill the seat of 

Congressman Sean Duffy, 

who resigned last year.  

Republican State Senator 

Tom Tiffany is running 

against Democrat Tricia 

Zunker in the 7th District 

race.  Nearly 8000 absentee 

ballots were mailed and 

nearly 75% of them 

returned.   
 

  
Rhinelander will have a new 
city administrator News 5/12/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Half of the Rhinelander City 

Council turned over in the 

last election and now they’ll 

have a different city 

administrator to work with in 

the near future.  Daniel 

Guild was let go last night.  

He was hired in September 

of 2018 but never got full 

council or public support.  

He was arrested and 

charged with misconduct in 

office in March, charges 

he’s fighting, and has been 

on administrative leave 

since then.  At last night’s 



meeting, Zach Vruwink was 

offering advice as a 

temporary replacement.  

The former mayor of 

Wisconsin Rapids has a 

contract with the city to 

June 30th.  The COVID-19 

pandemic and its effects 

on local businesses were 

discussed along with future 

plans surrounding the 

opening of Hodag Beach 

and July 4th celebrations.  

The holiday discussion was 

tabled as commitments for 

fireworks don’t have to be 

made until next month.  The 

city spends around $12,000 

for the pyrotechnics.  

Parade organizer Dale 

Schlieve has already said 

the parade is still on until 

someone says different.  He 

admitted some bands have 

pulled out.  Council 

members then instructed 

Vruwink to look into the 

Hodag beach situation and 

the contract with the YMCA 



for providing lifeguards.   

Governor Tony Evers calls it 

a “disciplined turn of the 

dial.”  Yesterday he 

announced his latest order 

allowing some Wisconsin 

businesses to go back to 

work “in a safe and 

responsible way.”  Almost 

all non-essential businesses 

will be allowed to open 

their doors as long as they 

serve five or fewer 

customers at the same 

time.  Republican Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos calls it 

“another confusing 

emergency order.”   
 

  
Wisconsin had a new 
congressman News 5/13/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Wisconsin has a new 

Congressman, at least for 

six months as Hazelhurst 

Republican Tom Tiffany 

outdistanced Democratic 

challenger Tricia Zunker in 

yesterday’s special 

election.  The seat comes to 

voters again in November, 

the time Sean Duffy, who 

resigned in September 



would have had his term 

expire.  There’s already a 

campaign underway for 

Zunker again for that race.  

Tiffany captured about 57% 

of the vote.  The sprawling 

7th district takes in all of NW 

and much of central 

Wisconsin.   

Reaction from city hall late 

yesterday afternoon 

following the dismissal of 

Rhinelander City 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

on Monday.  In a statement 

Mayor Chris Frederickson 

said he appreciated the 

many accomplishments 

during his tenure and looks 

forward to moving on 

projects before the new city 

council.  Guild was hired in 

September of 2018.  The 

mayor also said no 

decisions have been made 

relative to their next step in 

the organizational structure 

of the city, including 

consideration of a new 



administrator.  Former four 

term Wisconsin Rapids 

mayor Zach Vruwink was 

given a temporary contract 

to consult with the mayor 

and city officials until the 

end of June.   

Power went out on 

Rhinelander’s southwest 

side early this morning.  

Public Service crews were 

out shortly after 2:00 in the 

area of Kemp Street where 

nearly 700 customers were 

without service, which was 

restored before four this 

morning.  No cause was 

available.   

As of yesterday afternoon, 

the state department of 

health reported five of the 

six metrics measuring gating 

criteria for the Badger 

Bounce Back plan have 

been met.   

 

  
Gov. Evers to make 
announcement News 5/13/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Governor Tony Evers says 

he’ll reveal his plans how to 



spend one-point-nine billion 

dollars in federal funds in 

the “next day or two.”  The 

money is coming from the 

federal CARES Act.  Evers 

says he will use some of it to 

help out the state’s 

struggling dairy industry.  

Eight Wisconsin agriculture 

groups say their members 

lost 66 million dollars in 

February and March – and 

expect to lose hundreds of 

millions of dollars this year.  

They have asked for 50 

million in direct cash relief. 

State Senator Tom Tiffany 

won yesterday’s special 

election to fill the vacant 

seat representing 

Wisconsin’s 

7th Congressional District.  

The Republican beat 

Democrat Tricia Zunker.   He 

will travel to Washington, D-

C next week to begin a 

term that’s already up for 

re-election in November.  

He beat Republican Tricia 



Zunker who carried several 

far northern counties while 

Tiffany won in the more 

populated south.  

A resolution which would 

open the door for the party 

to hold a virtual presidential 

nominating convention 

now goes to the full 

Democratic National 

Committee.  The rules and 

bylaws committee voted 

unanimously Tuesday to let 

the convention committee 

in Milwaukee change the 

format.  The resolution gives 

local officials more flexibility 

to deal with the coronavirus 

pandemic.  Convention 

leaders say they are 

working with federal, state 

and Milwaukee health 

officials as they balance 

safety and politics.  When 

the event was first awarded 

to the Milwaukee area it 

was anticipated 50 

thousand visitors would 

mean tens of millions of 



dollars to the local 

economy.  That picture has 

changed. 
 

  
Wisconsin is back open for 
business News 5/14/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Wisconsin is back open for 

business.  The State 

Supreme Court late 

yesterday issued their 

decision about Governor 

Tony Evers’ stay at home 

order, ruling the 

government overstepped 

its authority when it 

extended the order another 

month without consulting 

lawmakers.  The measure 

ran to May 26th.  As of right 

now the state has no 

alternative plan in place, 

however businesses are 

now allowed to re-open 

while conforming to existing 

CDC guidelines.  Local 

governments can still 

impose their own 

restrictions.  Yesterday, 

Oneida County Board 

Chairman David Hintz sent 

a letter to Evers promoting 

local and regional 



differences be considered 

for re-opening and Oneida 

County was ready.  In 

reacting to the high court’s 

decision Evers said, “We 

need everyone to continue 

doing their part to keep our 

families, our neighbors, and 

our communities safe by 

continuing to stay safer at 

home, practice social 

distancing, and limit travel, 

because folks, deadly 

viruses don't wait around for 

politicians and bureaucrats 

to settle their differences or 

promulgate rules.”   

Next week northern 

counties, will help from the 

National Guard, will offer 

COVID-19 testing.  Forest, 

Iron, Lincoln, Oneida, Price 

and Vilas counties are 

collaborating and hosting 

two events, next 

Wednesday from 11-7 at 

Lakeland High School in 

Minocqua and Thursday at 

James Williams Middle 



School in Rhinelander.  

Anyone five years or older, 

displaying symptoms, can 

get be tested. 

ATV/UTV trail systems are 

opening.  Vilas County 

systems open tomorrow 

morning at 8am while the 

Oneida County network 

tomorrow afternoon at five.  

The Enterprise Campground 

opens at 8am Friday the 

22nd.   

 

 

  
Wisconsin allows some 
businesses to open up News 5/14/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Republican lawmakers say 

they are “confident 

Wisconsin citizens are up to 

the task of fighting the 

virus.”  Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos and Senate 

Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald were reacting to 

yesterday’s decision by the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court to 

block the extension of the 

Safer at Home order.  Vos 

and Fitzgerald were at the 

forefront of the April 



21st lawsuit filed to block the 

order.  The high court 

decided the Evers 

administration overstepped 

its authority.  Vos and 

Fitzgerald are urging the 

governor to work with them 

and the WEDC to set new 

rules in case COVID-19 

cases do spike in 

Wisconsin.   

Wisconsin has been given a 

grade of “F” for its social 

distancing according to the 

website Unacast-dot-com.  

The results released 

yesterday show this state 

has actually gotten worse 

since the governor’s Safer 

at Home order went into 

effect.  Wisconsin got a “D” 

for average mobility and 

visits and a “C” for 

encounter distance – 

basically, avoiding large 

gatherings.  Only five of the 

state’s 72 counties got a 

“C” – Bayfield, Forest, Iron, 

Menominee and Vilas.  The 



U-S as a whole was graded 

at “D-minus.” 

Less than half of the ballots 

cast in Tuesday’s special 

election for the 7th Congress 

District were absentee, 

significantly lower than 

what was seen during the 

April 7th president primary 

when 71 percent were 

absentee.  Both elections 

were carried out despite 

the governor’s Safer at 

Home order.  Republican 

Tom Tiffany defeated 

Democrat Tricia Zunker in 

the race.  More than 85 

thousand votes were cast. 
 

 
Tom Tiffany takes shot at 
state official News 5/15/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Before Tom Tiffany leaves 

for Washington next week 

to assume his duties in 

Congress, he took a last 

shot as a state senator, 

calling for Wisconsin 

Department of Health 

Services Secretary, Andrea 

Palm to resign.  This week 

the State Supreme Court 

ruled she exceeded her 



authority and canceled the 

stay at home order, 

allowing businesses to 

reopen.  The Republican 

called her a hired gun for 

Governor Tony Evers and 

has no idea of Midwestern 

values.  She’s from New 

York.  He said her decisions 

have devastated our way 

of life.  Evers, a Democrat, 

said Tiffany’s statements 

were insane and to relax 

and tone down the 

rhetoric.  

Restaurants and bars across 

the area are taking 

different routes to 

reopening, with the majority 

keeping the bulk of the 

safety procedures in place, 

including only providing 

curbside service.  One 

business owner said there’s 

still too much we don’t 

know and we have income 

coming in.  We want to 

keep everyone safe.  

Another stated if the big 



box stores can be open 

safely, why can’t we?  

Some locations were 

packed with customers 

eager to get out.  Federal 

officials claim such a quick 

change will cause the 

number of cases to spike.  

Local officials still have the 

power to come up with 

their own regulations and 

many cities and counties 

have issued statements 

encouraging businesses 

and the public to maintain 

the safety 

recommendations dealing 

with COVID-19.  Most are 

complaining there’s been 

no action from Madison to 

help deal with the 

pandemic with a unified 

plan.   
 

 
Cities and towns to come up 
with plans to stay safe during 
Covid 19 News 5/15/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wednesday’s decision by 

the Supreme Court to halt 

the governor’s Safer at 

Home order has cities and 

villages trying to come up 

with some sort of plan.  



League of Wisconsin 

Municipalities Director Jerry 

Deschane says “it definitely 

feels like chaos.”  Deschane 

says a statewide uniform 

compromise is better than a 

patchwork quilt of 

guidelines from different 

local governments.  He says 

many community leaders 

are calling their neighbors 

and saying, “Hey, what are 

you going to do?”  The 

ruling ended Safer at Home 

immediately, leaving no 

time to transition to a 

different approach. 

Governor Tony Evers has 

told officials with the 

Department of Health 

Services to create a rule 

requiring public input and 

consultation with 

lawmakers.  Evers is trying 

overcome the Republicans' 

successful challenge of the 

extension of his Safer at 

Home order.  He released 

what is called a Statement 



of Scope yesterday and 

public input will begin next 

Monday.  The state agency 

was given two goals – limit 

the spread of COVID-19 to 

healthy Wisconsin residents 

and reopen the business 

sector without jeopardizing 

long-term economic 

growth by risking a second 

wave of the virus. 

Beginning in July, 187 

workers at Footlocker and 

Eastbay in Wausau will be 

out of a job.  Company 

officials say it’s due to 

integrating their Eastbay 

and Champs Sports brand 

to strengthen both 

businesses.  Some staff are 

being offered out of state 

relocation.  The 

Department of Workforce 

Development as well as the 

affected workers have all 

been notified.  The changes 

are expected to start July 

15th.   

 



 
An officer involved shooting 
in Oconto is under review News 5/18/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

An officer involved shooting is 
under investigation in Oconto 
County.  The Sheriff's 
department reported the 
incident last night just after 
seven near Suring.  Deputies 
responded to a residence after 
reports of a wanted indivdual 
was there.  When they arrived 
the person was armed and 
shot.  The deputies involved 
are now on administrative 
leave per department policy.  
 
 
Wisconsin Governor Tony 
Evers says it is unlikely he and 
Republican leaders of the 
Legislature will reach an 
agreement on new COVID-19 
restrictions.  Evers says he 
met with Senate Majority 
Leader Scott Fitzgerald and 
Assembly Speaker Robin Vos 
last week and the three plan to 
meet again this week. He’s 
hoping Wisconsin residents 
will continue to follow the 
recommended guidelines 
aimed at stopping the spread 
of COVID-19. 



 
 
The Bay at Nu Roc Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in Laona 
has several more COVID-19 
cases.  The Forest County 
Health Department reported 
four more confirmed patients, 
bringing the number in the 
county now to nine.  Several 
staff members and residents 
and residents have tested 
positive.   Meanwhile, an 
employee at Rennes Health 
and Rehab Center in Weston 
tested positive for the virus.  
 The Marathon County Health 
Department is investigating 
and contact tracing to 
determine where the worker 
may have been exposed.  
 
 
The owner of a Shawano 
County campground says 
people wearing masks will be 
viewed as robbery suspects 
“and will be handled that 
way.”  A Facebook posting on 
the page for Annie’s 
Campground near Gresham 



says “Masks are NOT allowed 
in the buildings for safety 
sake.”  Owner Ann Retzlaff 
says there is an allowance for 
people who wear protective 
masks if they have a “delicate 
health situation.”   
.  
 

 
State senator Ron Johnson 
speaks on social distancing News 5/18/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 
says it is concerning to see 
people failing to social 
distance in the days after the 
governor’s Safer at Home 
order was struck down by the 
state Supreme Court.  The 
Wisconsin Republican says 
from what he has seen his 
constituents are being very 
responsible, wearing masks, 
maintaining social distancing, 
taking COVID-19 seriously.  
During a Sunday morning 
appearance on C-N-N’s State 
of the Union, Johnson said he 
supports keeping as much of 
the economy open as possible 
– as long as it is done safely 
and responsibly. 
 
 University of Wisconsin 
System President Ray Cross 



says officials have already 
started planning to reopen this 
fall while taking into account 
academic instruction, 
residence hall and dining 
service operations and 
athletics. Cross says the U-W 
System is thinking about what 
the reopening might look like.  
He says how education is 
delivered to students depends 
on many factors.  A task force 
called the “Plan Ahead Team” 
is reviewing the options when 
returns on campuses serving 
about 170 thousand students. 
 
 A firefighter in western 
Wisconsin is accused of 
setting a series of grass fires.  
The Barron County Sheriff's 
Office says Barron volunteer 
fireman Justin Cloud was 
arrested on suspicion of arson 
and reckless endangering 
safety.  Deputies say Cloud 
responded to one of the grass 
fires that he reportedly 
started.  He's been suspended 
by the Barron Fire Department 
and remains jailed pending 



charges. 
 

 
Rhinelander teacher free on 
bond after sexual assault 
charges brought forth News 5/19/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A 39-year old Rhinelander teacher 
is free on a $2000 signature bond, 
facing two sexual assault charges. 
Stephanie Pudlowski, a language 
arts teacher at James Williams 
Middle school was in Oneida 
County Court yesterday charged 
with one felony and one 
misdemeanor, alleging sex with a 
16-year old.  She's already 
resigned, effective immediately, 
and will be back in court June 16th 
for the preliminary hearing.   
 
Governor Tony Evers says there's 
no chance of a statewide plan to 
battle the COVID-19 virus.  He 
blamed legislative Republicans 
who've rejected his administration's 
current ideas.  As the pandemic 
continues he said lawmakers will 
continue to have conversations and 
the state will do what it can to help 
counties, municipalities and 
businesses that want it.  
Administration officials also blame 
the lack of clarity in the Supreme 
Court's decision to drop the Safe at 
Home order for handcuffing the 
Department of Health Services in 
creating any statewide response on 
any level.  
  
Not dismayed by a 14-point loss in 



last week’s special election, 
Democrat Tricia Zunker says she’s 
going to run against Tom Tiffany 
again in November.  Tiffany 
claimed the seat vacated by fellow 
Republican Sean Duffy in 
Wisconsin’s 7th Congressional 
District.  Zunker says the special 
election was held under what she 
calls “unprecedented 
circumstances” and she feels the 
situation will be very different in the 
general election.   
 

What if you held a Democratic 
National Convention – and nobody 
showed up? The New York Times 
interviewed 59 delegates and just 
nine said they plan to attend.   
 

 
State health officials update 
Covid testing News 5/19/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin state health 
officials report the 
percentage of COVID-19 
tests that have come back 
positive has dropped to 
two-point-nine percent.  
Monday’s result is three 
points lower than 
Sunday’s.  Wisconsin is 
testing more people and 
fewer are testing positive.  
The Department of Health 



Services reports six 
people died since Sunday, 
running the state’s total to 
459.  And, the Badger 
Bounce Back plan is 
meeting four-of-six criteria 
for re-opening.  State 
officials say 54-percent of 
all diagnosed COVID-19 
patients have fully 
recovered. 
 
 A fund is now available 
for small businesses 
feeling the impact of the 
COVID-19 crisis. Governor 
Tony Evers announced 
75-million dollars is 
available to help small 
businesses cover the cost 
of the interruption of 
business. It can also be 
used for health and safety 
improvements, rent, 
salaries and other 
expenses. Businesses can 
begin applying for the 



grants early next month. 
 
A federal lawsuit has been 
filed seeking changes to 
the August primary and 
November presidential 
elections in Wisconsin.  
Advocates for the disabled 
and minority voters want 
the judge to order the 
hiring of more poll workers 
and to require that every 
voter in Wisconsin gets an 
absentee ballot.  The 
lawsuit says not enough 
has been done since the 
April 7th presidential 
primary to make sure 
futures votes are 
conducted safely and 
fairly. 
 
 

 
State’s 72 counties on their 
own dealing with Covid 19 News 5/20/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Wisconsin’s 72 counties are 

on their own when dealing 

with the COVID-19 

pandemic due to the 

political differences in 



Madison.  Oneida County 

will continue following the 

guidelines set by WEDC and 

the health department 

admits they’re heavy on 

caution knowing they’re 

unenforceable.  Gatherings 

over 50 people are 

discouraged and Director 

Linda Conlon said 

businesses for the most part 

will do what it takes to keep 

people safe.  Most 

businesses across northern 

and central Wisconsin 

began opening this week 

and more will do so as the 

Memorial Day weekend 

approaches.  Vilas County’s 

asst director for public 

health Tammi Boers 

recommends travelers 

heading north and those 

with second homes do a 

two-week quarantine and 

maintain social distancing.   

With the holiday coming 

up, despite the recent rise 

in gasoline prices, you’ll still 



be paying less.  Triple-A 

reports the average price 

of unleaded regular is $1.87 

right now.  The last time it 

was that low was 2003.  

Rhinelander moved to $1.99 

overnight.  Wausau has the 

lowest price in the state 

right now at $1.54.   

Wisconsin’s newest 

Congressman was sworn in 

yesterday in Washington. 

Republican Tom Tiffany 

took his seat representing 

the 7th District after 

defeating Tricia Zunker in 

the special election earlier 

this month.  The two will 

meet again in November 

when the term ends.  Tiffany 

is serving out the remainder 

of Sean Duffy’s term, who 

resigned last September.   

Wausau’s school board 

next month will vote on a 

committee 

recommendation to freeze 

wages across the district.  

Insurance will remain intact 



but pay will freeze mid-

summer with the new 

budget. 
 

 
The state will be using more 
than a billion dollars in 
federal funding in Covid 
testing News 5/20/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

The State of Wisconsin will 

use more than a billion 

dollars in federal money to 

pay for COVID-19 testing, 

contact tracing and 

emergency operations 

during the pandemic.  

Governor Tony Evers says 

the effort will be funded by 

the CARES Act.  State 

officials want to test 

increasing numbers of 

residents and expand a 

contact tracing program.  

Fifty-two Wisconsin labs are 

said to be capable of 

analyzing 13 thousand 

COVID-19 tests-a-day. 

Thousands of Wisconsin 

residents can’t pay their bills 

and, in many cases, can’t 

even buy food as they wait 

for their first unemployment 

check.  Officials with the 

Department of Workforce 

Development confirm more 



than 675 thousand claims 

are still unpaid.  The Safer at 

Home order resulted in 

more than two million 

claims since mid-March.  

The state agency has been 

overwhelmed.  The 

numbers don’t include 

people who haven’t been 

able to get through to 

make a claim.  D-W-D is still 

promising unemployment 

recipients will get their back 

pay, but it isn’t known how 

long that might take. 

The Wisconsin Elections 

Commission reports about 

16 hundred absentee 

ballots for the April 

7th presidential primary 

were found in tubs in a U-S 

Postal Service facility, never 

delivered.  The Postal 

Service says it’s 

investigating.  The Elections 

Commission says more than 

one-point-three million 

absentee ballots were sent 

out by local clerks.  Its 



report indicates 88-point-

nine percent were returned 

and counted.  Just over 

nine percent weren’t 

returned.  Commission 

members are meeting 

today (Wednesday) to 

discuss the lessons learned 

from holding an election 

during the coronavirus 

pandemic. 
 

 
Tribal officials in Lac Du 
Flambeau announce 1st case 
of Covid 19 News 5/21/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Tribal officials in Lac du 

Flambeau confirmed their 

first case of coronavirus.  

Joseph Wildcat Sr., in a 

statement yesterday said 

they’re following the same 

protocols as Vilas County, 

continuing social 

distancing, hygiene and 

staying at home as much as 

possible.  The reservation 

has been in a virtual 

lockdown in an attempt to 

avoid the infections.  He 

said his people fought to 

prevent the virus from 

arriving and prepared as 

much as a community can 



prepare and they’ll get 

through it.  Yesterday Price 

County confirmed a 

second case.  Statewide, all 

72 counties now have an 

active case with Langlade 

and Taylor counties 

reporting their first 

confirmed patients.   

 

A Polar company is 

donating cases of water to 

those at the forefront of the 

fight against COVID-19.  

Northern Chill has already 

handed out more than 

50,000 bottles during the 

pandemic.  National Sales 

Manager Morgan Burdette 

said the company, just east 

of Antigo, has helped first 

responders, healthcare 

workers and even schools 

for their daily lunch 

programs.   

 

Wisconsin’s national 

cemeteries will be strangely 

quiet on Memorial Day –



 the day set aside to honor 

veterans who made the 

ultimate sacrifice.  The 

Department of Veterans 

Affairs isn’t allowing public 

gatherings due to the 

coronavirus pandemic.   

 

Price County is looking for a 

new district attorney.  Mark 

Fuhr resigned in March and 

the governor’s office is 

seeking applicants for the 

position.  Fuhr held the job 

for nearly 18 years.  He’ll 

now serve as an assistant 

DA for Price and Taylor 

counties, a position created 

in the last state budget.  

Applications are due by 

June 8th.   

 
 

 
Farm support program to 
help out state farmers News 5/21/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

The new Wisconsin Farm 

Support Program will 

devote 65 million dollars to 

helping farmers with their 

financial struggles during 

the coronavirus pandemic.  

Applicants will go through 



the Wisconsin Department 

of Revenue.  Fifty million 

dollars will be distributed as 

direct payments to farmers 

and 15 million will come 

through an initiative to 

combat hunger in the 

state.  The program was 

announced Wednesday.  

Support payments for 

Wisconsin farmers could 

show up as soon as next 

week. 

Marathon County 

authorities say a 17-year-old 

free on bond while waiting 

for his rape trial is now 

accused of assaulting a 

second victim.  Evan Van 

Norman was caught at a 

friend’s house with a 13-

year-old girl he met on 

Snapchat and allegedly 

assaulted her.   

Several area food pantries 

and an outdoor trail will 

benefit from donations from 

Park City Credit Union.  A 

total of $20,000 is being 



donated with $4000 each 

going to pantries in Merrill, 

Minocqua, Rhinelander and 

Tomahawk.  The River Bend 

Trail in Merrill will also benefit 

from the funding.  Park City 

CEO Val Mindak said the 

donations will help replenish 

food supplies with the 

increased need due to the 

COVID-19 outbreak.   

The Burnt Rollways Boat 

Hoist located between the 

Three Lakes and Eagle River 

Chains of Lakes will be 

opening for the year on 

Saturday, May 23, 2020.  

Wisconsin Valley 

Improvement Company 

(WVIC) completed a 

dredging project in the 

Eagle River Channel 

between the Burnt Rollways 

Dam and Cranberry Lake in 

the fall of 2019.  Boaters 

can once again easily 

navigate the marked 

channel where sand 

accumulation previously 



caused navigation issues. 
 

 
Only South Dakota has 
fewer Covid 19 restrictions 
than Wisconsin News 5/22/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Only South Dakota has 

fewer coronavirus 

restrictions in effect than 

Wisconsin.  The personal 

finance website WalletHub 

released the results this 

week, analyzing 11 key 

metrics to determine the 

rankings.  Researchers 

found the Badger State had 

the loosest restrictions on 

requiring people to wear a 

mask in public and 

reopening child care 

programs.  It had the 

second-fewest restrictions 

on large gatherings and 

letting restaurants and bars 

resume serving customers.  

And this comes as the influx 

of visitors and vacation 

homeowners stream north 

for the Memorial Day 

weekend holiday.   

A federal lawsuit filed this 

week names 21 state and 

local Wisconsin officials, 



alleging that local stay-at-

home orders are 

unconstitutional.  Governor 

Tony Evers is among the 

officials named.  The 

plaintiffs are 17 Wisconsin 

residents who are taking 

aim at the local orders that 

went into effect after the 

state Supreme Court 

blocked the statewide 

Safer at Home order.  Dane 

County Executive Joe Parisi 

responded in a Thursday 

statement saying officials 

will vigorously defend 

common sense provisions 

based on public health 

guidance to protect 

people from COVID-19. 

And while unemployment 

numbers set records and 

overall travel numbers are 

expected to poor, there’s 

good news as spring 

planting is ahead of 

schedule.  Farmers have 

about 59% of corn in and 

that’s about a week 



ahead.  Soybeans are nine 

days ahead of the average 

and more than three weeks 

ahead of last year.  The 

favorable conditions may 

yield record harvests in the 

state.  Last spring’s wet 

weather caused record 

late planting across most of 

the Midwest.   

 

The  state's soybean crop is 35 

percent complete, nine days ahead 

of the average and also 24 days 

ahead of last year. 

Favorable planting conditions may 

help farmers set new records for 

crop yields this year. A long stretch 

of wet weather last spring caused 

record-late planting in Wisconsin 

and across the Midwest. 

 

 
Forest Co. has seen a rise in 
positive Covid tests News 5/25/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Forest County has seen an 

increase in the number of 



confirmed COVID-19 cases 

lately and tallied their first 

fatality over the weekend.  

The Health Department 

reported the death 

Saturday with condolences.  

13 people have tested 

positive there to date.   

Meanwhile the Greenheck 

Group announced 

yesterday a positive case 

was discovered at its 

Mosinee location and 

officials in Portage County 

reported its 10th case.  The 

Wittenberg Whitetail 

Convenience Store is also 

closed until further notice 

after an employee tested 

positive.  In a statement the 

Ho-Chunk Nation asks any 

customers that had visited 

the store in the last two 

weeks contact their local 

health agency.   

 

The race for the 35th 

Assembly district is heating 

up.  Incumbent Mary 



Felzkowski is running for the 

now vacant 12th Senate 

seat, left empty when Tom 

Tiffany was elected to 

Congress earlier this month.  

Democrat Tyler Ruprecht of 

Merrill just announced his 

candidacy and targets 

healthcare as a priority.  

Two Republicans are 

already in with Lincoln 

County Board member 

Calvin Callahan and former 

Tomahawk City Council 

President Don Nelson.  The 

election’s in November.   

 

The forecasts for showers 

and storms the first couple 

days of the Memorial Day 

Weekend holiday didn’t 

materialize but that may 

change today.  Few, if any 

planned festivities will take 

place in the wake of the 

virus pandemic.  The risk of 

strong to severe storms 

exists from the afternoon 

into the evening with the 



possibility of large hail, wind 

gusts over 50mph and 

downpours.  That weather 

pattern will stay through 

Wednesday across much of 

the area.   
 
 

 
The race for the state’s 35th 
assembly district is heating 
up  News 5/25/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Forest County has seen an 

increase in the number of 

confirmed COVID-19 cases 

lately and tallied their first 

fatality over the weekend.  

The Health Department 

reported the death 

Saturday with condolences.  

13 people have tested 

positive there to date.   

Meanwhile the Greenheck 

Group announced 

yesterday a positive case 

was discovered at its 

Mosinee location and 

officials in Portage County 

reported its 10th case.  The 

Wittenberg Whitetail 

Convenience Store is also 

closed until further notice 

after an employee tested 

positive.  In a statement the 



Ho-Chunk Nation asks any 

customers that had visited 

the store in the last two 

weeks contact their local 

health agency.   

 

The race for the 35th 

Assembly district is heating 

up.  Incumbent Mary 

Felzkowski is running for the 

now vacant 12th Senate 

seat, left empty when Tom 

Tiffany was elected to 

Congress earlier this month.  

Democrat Tyler Ruprecht of 

Merrill just announced his 

candidacy and targets 

healthcare as a priority.  

Two Republicans are 

already in with Lincoln 

County Board member 

Calvin Callahan and former 

Tomahawk City Council 

President Don Nelson.  The 

election’s in November.   

 

The forecasts for showers 

and storms the first couple 

days of the Memorial Day 



Weekend holiday didn’t 

materialize but that may 

change today.  Few, if any 

planned festivities will take 

place in the wake of the 

virus pandemic.  The risk of 

strong to severe storms 

exists from the afternoon 

into the evening with the 

possibility of large hail, wind 

gusts over 50mph and 

downpours.  That weather 

pattern will stay through 

Wednesday across much of 

the area.   
 

 
Wis. State patrol 
investigating a motorcycle 
crash In Lincoln Co.  News 5/26/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Wisconsin State Patrol is 

investigating a Lincoln 

County motorcycle crash.  

A passing motorist 

discovered the bike off Hwy 

107 and County S shortly 

after 10 yesterday morning.  

It’s believed the accident 

occurred Sunday night or 

early yesterday.  The driver 

was killed.   

A plea deal could come 

today in the case of a 



Tomahawk shooting.  52-

year old Charles Ramp was 

shot in his driveway in 

November of 2017.  35-year 

old Eric Moen of Wausau 

was arrested and charged 

with first degree intentional 

homicide.  He’s been jailed 

on a million dollar cash 

bond.  Moen’s 

competency to stand trial 

had been an issue and a 

plea hearing is set for 

today.   

The COVID-19 virus is 

continuing to shut down 

large events, with the July 

4th celebrations in Marathon 

County cancelled as well 

as the annual Flambeau 

Rama in Park Falls, originally 

set for the end of July.  

Antigo’s parks and rec 

program has cancelled a 

number of activites.  One of 

the largest gatherings, the 

Hodag Country Festival is 

only 44 days away and still 

on in Rhinelander.  The 



event was discussed at the 

Oneida County Board level 

last week and today, 

organizers will meet with the 

public safety committee 

virtually at 1:00.  The 

agenda shows discussion 

regarding health guidelines 

and compliance issues 

along with a decision on 

the permit application.  At 

six tonight the Festival 

comes before the 

Rhinelander Common 

Council.  During the public 

comment section an email 

from Oneida County Health 

Department director Linda 

Conlon will be shared.  The 

city’s July 4th program is also 

on the agenda.   

 

 
Oneida Co. confirms 8th case 
of Covid 19 in the county News 5/26/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Oneida County Health 

Department today 

confirmed the 8th case of 

COVID-19.  A person in their 

30’s was tested at one of 

the Wisconsin National 

Guard Community Testing 



events and has been self-

isolating.  The individual has 

no known history of travel 

and no known contact with 

a potential carrier.  Health 

officials are now working to 

determine how this person 

may have become 

infected. 

Officials with the Wisconsin 

Division of Motor Vehicles 

are estimating almost 250 

thousand drivers in the state 

could renew their licenses 

online this year.  The D-M-V 

started a program earlier 

this month to cut back on 

the number of in-person 

visits to state offices during 

the coronavirus pandemic.  

To renew online, drivers 

must have a regular Class-D 

license with no medical 

restrictions or further 

deterioration of their vision.  

The D-M-V has also 

extended the expiration 

date for about 80 thousand 

drivers who haven’t been 



able to renew their licenses 

while the governor’s Safer 

at Home order was in 

effect. 

Leaders of the Red Cliff 

Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa say they hope 

their donation of more than 

a ton of fish will help tribal 

members and Madeline 

Island communities during 

the coronavirus pandemic.  

The donation was made 

over the Memorial Day 

holiday weekend as part of 

the tribe’s “Community Fish 

Project.”  The Band has 

been buying two-thousand-

180 pounds of fish from 

fishing boats over the last 

three weeks.  More than 

300 pounds of whitefish 

were donated to the 

Bayfield Food Shelf and the 

Madeline Island Food Shelf. 
 

 
Rhinelander cancels 4th of 
July parade News 5/27/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

As Rhinelander’s Common 

Council cancelled the 

Fourth of July parade in the 

city in the wake of the 



COVID-19 pandemic, 

Oneida County’s Public 

Safety Committee 

approved the permit for the 

Hodag Country Festival to 

continue.  On a 4-1 vote 

with public sentiment 

against having the event, 

members supported 

organizers with conditions.  

The annual concert brings 

tens of thousands of visitors 

from across the Midwest 

and it was that number that 

had Health Department 

director Linda Conlon 

concerned, saying the 

county should adhere to 

CDC recommendations for 

outdoor gatherings no 

larger than 250 people.  

One of the conditions is 

limiting the crowd to 16,500 

on any given day and 

instead of opening the 

campgrounds on the 

Fourth, pushing it back to 

Tuesday the 7th.  There were 

25 points in a safety plan 



submitted with the 

application that also outline 

no shuttle buses, no chair 

line, limiting the number of 

people in the loft, party 

deck, skybox and pavilion, 

encourage masks, social 

distancing and taking 

safety measures at all 

locations dealing with the 

public.  Questions 

surrounding the food 

vendors prompted 

discussion with Conlon 

saying all vendors get 

permits but are not 

inspected until they’re 

open.  Sheriff Grady 

Hartman was also 

questioned as to whether 

his department was ready 

or even willing to work the 

event.  He said they’re 

ready to work and 

prepared to do whatever 

the community decides.  

An early attempt to deny 

the permit failed for lack of 

a second.  Billy Fried was 



the lone dissenting vote 

and said there are still many 

questions to be answered.   
 

 
An 82 year old woman dies 
in crash in Shawano News 5/27/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

An 82-year old woman died 

in a Shawano County crash 

yesterday.  The sheriff’s 

office reported the two 

vehicle accident about six 

last night on Hwy Q east of 

Cardinal Lane in the Town 

of Wittenberg.  Investigators 

say an eastbound vehicle 

driven by a 48-year old 

Wittenberg man crossed 

the centerline and struck 

the oncoming vehicle 

driven by an 83-year old 

Weston woman.  The victim 

was a passenger in that 

vehicle and perished at a 

Wausau hospital.   

The victim of a Lincoln 

county motorcycle crash 

has been identified.  49-

year old Michael Plummer 

died after his machine left 

Hwy S by Hwy 107 sometime 

Sunday night, rolled and hit 

a tree.  The accident wasn’t 



discovered until hours later 

by a passing motorist.  He 

was pronounced dead at 

the scene.   

Forest County health 

officials confirmed their 25 

active coronavirus cases 

are linked to the ongoing 

investigation at the Bay at 

Nu-Roc nursing home in 

Laona.  To date there’s 

been one death, one 

remains hospitalized, 

another released from 

isolation and 22 others 

remain in quarantine.  

Authorities assure the 

residents, staff and family 

members extra steps are 

being taken to combat the 

outbreak.   

A three-phase program of 

construction at Ripco Credit 

Union in Rhinelander begins 

next month.  While the 

lobby remains closed due 

to virus concerns, the 

member entrance will be 

temporarily relocated and 



the drive-up ATM and night 

drop will only be accessible 

as a walk up.  A whole new 

floor plan and enhanced 

health and safety measures 

are among the changes.  

Completion is expected by 

early next summer.   
 

 
Oneida Co. records it’s 9th 
case of Covid 19 News 5/28/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Oneida County records its 

ninth case of the COVID-19 

virus.  The Health 

Department reporting a 

person in their 60s with no 

history of outside travel but 

was visiting businesses while 

potentially contagious.  

That includes Shopko 

Optical on May 14th and 

the Edge Bar and Grill in 

Hazelhurst on the 15th.  The 

individual is now self 

isolating as officials 

investigate the likely source 

and those they may have 

come into contact with.   

As this news comes out, 

Linda Conlon, Director of 

the health department 

distanced herself from the 



recent decision by the 

county public safety 

committee to grant a 

permit to the Hodag 

Country Festival, coming up 

in July.  In a statement 

Conlon wrote the 

department provided 

information and guidance 

to the committee 

pertaining to large public 

gatherings and it was the 

committee, not the health 

department that ultimately 

issued the permit.   

Positive cases have been 

reported in several northern 

counties the last several 

days and Conlon said her 

department is staffing up 

and area hospitals have 

plans in place should those 

numbers grow in the near 

future.  The Ascension 

group of hospitals have a 

surge plan specific to each 

location and will continue 

to review and revise them 

on what’s happening in the 



community.  While 

adequate numbers of beds 

are available now, they’re 

working to ensure they can 

handle increased numbers.   

Because of the COVID-19 

pandemic, the city of 

Crandon yesterday 

cancelled the Fourth of July 

parade and fireworks.  

Rhinelander made the 

same move Tuesday, but 

the fireworks at Hodag Park 

are still planned.   
 

 
State Republican lawmakers 
are blaming Gov. Evers for 
the slow process of 
unemployment claims News 5/28/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Republican lawmakers are 

blaming the Evers 

administration for the slow 

processing of 

unemployment claims.  

Some applicants have 

waited weeks for their 

benefits.  Yesterday’s 

hearing at the Capitol 

became heated as 

Republicans accused 

Department of Workforce 

Development Secretary 

Caleb Frostman of not 

being prepared for the 



surge of applications – then 

not reacting when it 

happened.  Business 

shutdowns caused by the 

coronavirus pandemic 

resulted in Wisconsin’s worst 

jobless crisis since the Great 

Depression. 

The Wisconsin Elections 

Commission voted 

unanimously to send 

absentee ballots to most 

voters for the November 

elections.  Under the 

current plan, the state 

would actually send the 

forms used to request a 

ballot.  The voters would fill 

them out the forms, provide 

a copy of their photo I-D, 

then mail back.  The plan 

could still fall apart if 

Democratic and 

Republican commission 

members fail to agree on 

the wording of the 

documents being mailed.  

About two-point-seven 

million people will get the 



ballot applications. 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office and Wisconsin Dept 

of Corrections is notifying 

the public of the release of 

a convicted sex offender.  

21-year old Damon 

Frederick was convicted of 

3rd degree sexual assault of 

a child at Council Grounds 

State Park in Merrill in 2015.  

He’s due for release in 

Lincoln county June 30th.   

The Wisconsin Department 

of Public Instruction will hold 

an administrative rules 

hearing Monday, June 8th 

for public comment on an 

emergency rule to expand 

virtual summer and interim 

session courses.  For more 

information on the hearing, 

and for a full meeting 

notice, visit the DPI website.  
 

 
Summer events in the area 
fall victim to the Covid 19 News 5/29/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Two of the premier summer 

activities in the Northwoods 

have fallen victim to the 

COVID-19 virus.  The 43rd 



annual Hodag Country 

Festival in Rhinelander has 

been postponed until July 

of next year with most of 

the artists set to appear this 

year returning.  In a 

statement organizers said 

the decision was made in 

the best interest of our 

community and dedicated 

fans.  The event draws tens 

of thousands of people to 

the area every year and 

funds a number of non—

profit organizations.  And 

despite weeks of working 

with local and county 

officials, the pandemic 

forced rescheduling the 

June Brush Run in Crandon.  

The off-road event also pulls 

huge numbers of people 

and will now be run in 

September.  The 51st 

running of the Crandon 

World Championship will still 

take place Labor Day 

weekend.  Concern over 

the virus also shut down the 



state fair in Milwaukee and 

the Big Bull Falls Blues Fest in 

Wausau. 

As all this is happening the 

state this week saw a rise in 

COVID-19 numbers in all 

categories, number of 

cases, deaths and tests.  

There were 22 fatalities 

making it the highest single-

day total since the 

pandemic began, bringing 

the number to 545.  After 

days of declining new case 

numbers the state reported 

599 new patients, the 

largest one-day increase.  

Wisconsin also now has the 

capacity to conduct over 

14,000 tests per day, 

another record setting 

number.  The state has 

more than 16,000 active 

cases of the coronavirus, 

with one of the latest 

coming in Portage County.   
 

 
State health care workers 
will be able to apply for some 
supplemental money News 5/29/20 1230,530p 1:30 

Health care providers 

working with Wisconsin’s 

underserved population will 



be able to apply for some 

supplemental state funding 

starting next month.  The 

Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services has 10 

million dollars to reimburse 

rural, tribal and community 

health clinics dealing with 

extra costs during the 

coronavirus pandemic.  

Applications will be 

accepted starting June 

5th and the deadline to 

apply is June 30th.  The 

money can be used to 

cover the expense of 

telehealth services, the 

necessity of buying 

additional personal 

protective equipment and 

lost revenue due to a drop-

off in patients served. 

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos and Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald – 

both Republicans – are 

demanding Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers fix the 

state’s unemployment 



office.  Thousands of jobless 

Wisconsin residents have 

waited more than a month 

for their unemployment 

benefits check.  Vos and 

Fitzgerald say the 

Department of Workforce 

Development is breaking 

the coronavirus relief law 

passed earlier this year.  

They say tax hikes for state 

businesses could be the 

result.   

After two nights of looting in 

Minneapolis, the Mall of 

America may not reopen 

Monday as planned.   All 

retail tenants and non-

critical team members were 

required to exit the building 

by 2 yesterday afternoon.  

The Bloomington mall is 

about eight miles away 

from the businesses that 

were looted on Wednesday 

night. Dozens of fires were 

reported through this 

morning stretching into St. 

Paul.  Mall officials are not 



certain when tenants and 

team members will be 

allowed to return to the 

mall or if it would reopen on 

June first.   
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Weekend boating accident 
claimed the life of an Ill. 
Teen News 6/1/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A weekend boating 

accident in Lincoln County 

claimed the life of an Illinois 

teen.  18-year old Andrew 

Adams of Champaign died 

Saturday morning when his 

canoe overturned on Lake 

Alice.  The sheriff’s office 

was notified of a missing 

boater around 1:30 that 

morning.  Divers found him 

several hours later and he 

was pronounced dead at 

the scene.  

Protests erupted in dozens 



of cities across the country 

in response to the death of 

George Floyd.  He died last 

week after he was pinned 

at the neck by a police 

officer in Minneapolis.  Most 

of the protests were violent 

carrying destruction and in 

several instances, fatalities 

along with them.  Now 

federal officials are 

investigating whether 

extremist groups had 

infiltrated the groups and 

deliberately tipped what 

began as peaceful 

movements toward 

violence.  Businesses large 

and small were looted and 

often burned to the ground.  

Also being tracked, foreign 

adversaries who may be 

behind a growing 

disinformation campaign 

on social media.  In 

Madison yesterday 

morning, business owners, 

city workers and volunteers 

were in tears as they 



cleaned up State Street 

where nearly 75 businesses 

were damaged or looted 

on Saturday.   

Longtime Rhinelander City 

Council district 1 alderman 

and former council 

president George Kirby 

passed away Saturday at 

Seasons of Life hospice in 

Woodruff after battling 

cancer.  He was 73. 

The Rhinelander Area Food 

Pantry will host a food 

giveaway the first three 

Wednesday’s in June.  

Provided through the Food 

Card Access Project and 

Feeding America, 800 

boxes of food are available 

to anyone needing help.  

Contactless distribution 

begins at 10:30.   

 

  
Online fundraiser to help 
Madison area businesses 
rebuild after riots News 6/1/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 An online fundraiser to help 

downtown Madison 

businesses which were 

damaged during weekend 



rioting has raised more than 

twice its 50-thousand-dollar 

goal.  The Boys & Girls Club 

of Dane County, Madison 

365 and Paulo Delgado 

helped to organize the 

GoFundMe page.  As of this 

morning, the fund had 

more than 128 thousand 

dollars in pledges.  An 

estimated 75 businesses 

suffered some form of 

damage forcing Mayor 

Satya Rhodes-Conway to 

declare a state of 

emergency through 

tomorrow.  

When two ranking members 

of the Beloit Police 

Department took a knee 

along with protesters that 

seemed to calm the 

situation over the 

weekend.  Police Chief 

David Zibolski and Captain 

Andrew Sayles spoke with 

the crowd and told them 

what the Minneapolis 

officers did when they killed 



a black man last week was 

wrong.  Chief Zibolski said, 

“It was criminal.”  The white 

chief and black police 

captain took the action last 

weekend and Sunday’s 

protest remained peaceful 

in Beloit. 

Leaders in the University of 

Wisconsin System point to a 

new study as evidence a 

degree can really pay off.  

The study of 12 thousand U-

W graduates over the last 

six years finds their median 

income after one year on 

the job is 49 thousand 

dollars.  School leaders will 

use the information as they 

try to hold off more budget 

cuts from state lawmakers.  

The study was conducted 

by the U-W System’s Office 

of Policy Analysis and 

Research.  It finds that 

almost 90 percent of 

graduates from the state 

are still living in Wisconsin 

five years after they 



graduate. 

 

  
State stats show a 
downward trend in Covid 
cases News 6/2/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The latest state figures from 

the Department of Health 

Services show a continued 

downward trend in COVID-

19 cases.  Only 4% of all 

tests reported yesterday 

were positive.  However 

only about 3600 tests were 

performed, far below the 

goal of 12,000 per day set 

by the governor’s office.  

Just over 18,500 people 

tested positive in Wisconsin, 

including an individual in 

their 60s in Oneida County 

and a woman in her 20s in 

Vilas, the 10th active case 

for both.  The health 

departments report they’re 

self-isolating and officials 

are working to determine 

the cause and who they 

may have come into 

contact with.   

A peaceful march last night 

through Rhinelander as 

dozens of people gathered 



at the Courthouse carrying 

flags and signs of both 

protest and peace 

following the death of 

George Floyd last week at 

the hands of Minneapolis 

police.   

Another protest, this one in 

the woods in the Oneida 

County Town of Shoepke 

yesterday, offering prayers 

and speaking out against 

Badger Minerals, set to 

begin drilling core samples 

tomorrow.   

Yesterday was the deadline 

for candidates running for 

state office and Congress 

to qualify for the ballot.  In 

Northern Wisconsin’s 7th 

Congressional district, 

Republican Tom Tiffany, 

who won the special 

election last month to fill the 

vacant seat and remaining 

term of Sean Duffy, taking a 

14-point win over Democrat 

Tricia Zunker.  The two will 

meet again in November.   



Tiffany’s 12th district state 

senate seat is one of seven 

that are open as 

Republicans look to 

maintain their majorities in 

both that house and the 

Assembly.   
 

  
Covid care expenses News 6/2/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Testing for COVID-19 is 

covered by the Families First 

Coronavirus Act, but that 

doesn’t cover the cost of 

treatment.  The Kaiser 

Family Foundation 

estimates the average bill 

for treatment of the virus 

would top 97 hundred 

dollars.  With medical 

complications, the cost 

could be doubled to more 

than 20 thousand.  If you’re 

already experiencing 

symptoms it’s too late to 

get health insurance 

through the Affordable 

Care Act.  Some help could 

be accessed through 

BadgerCare – or your 

hospital. 

A 31-year old Merrill woman 



learned what it’s like to be 

a victim of a forgery and 

fraud.  She was making a 

withdrawl from her bank 

account when she was told 

it was $500 overdrawn.  A 

review of recent 

transactions found her 

debit card was charged 

nearly $800 for things she 

didn’t buy.  The matter is still 

under investigation.   

Six months after 

deadlocking on it, the state 

Supreme Court will try to 

resolve a lawsuit over 

Wisconsin’s voter rolls. The 

state Elections Commission 

sent letters to about 232,000 

voters in October asking 

them to update their 

registrations or be removed.  

The conservative Wisconsin 

Institute for Law & Liberty 

sued.  An Ozaukee County 

judge agreed, but an 

appeals court reversed that 

ruling.  Many voters have 

since updated their 



registrations, but the 

decision could still impact 

150,000. Voting rights 

activists contend it may be 

difficult for others to do so, 

because of the COVID-19 

pandemic.  It’s not clear 

whether the court will rule 

before the November 

presidential election, in 

which Wisconsin will be 

critical. 

 

  
Oneida Co. records it’s 11th 
case of Covid 19 News 6/3/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 As Oneida County records 

its 11th case of the COVID-

19 virus in a person in their 

20s, more activities are 

cancelled in the wake of 

the outbreak.  In a release 

yesterday, because many 

of the sponsors, exhibitors, 

volunteers and community 

members are experiencing 

financial hardships the 

Lincoln County Fair has 

been cancelled.   The 

Muscular Dystrophy 

Association also 



announced they’re pulling 

out of the annual Fall Ride 

in Tomahawk.  One of their 

largest fundraisers, the 

event draws thousands of 

bikers North.  Other 

activities surrounding the 

event are still set to take 

place in September.   

 

A third night of violence in 

Madison damaged 

businesses, defaced or 

destroyed monuments, 

injured police officers, 

halted traffic and 

prompted Governor Tony 

Evers to call on the 

Republican-controlled 

Legislature to pass a 

Democratic-sponsored bill 

requiring law enforcement 

agencies to minimize the 

use of force and prioritize 

preserving life. He also 

called for local government 

leaders to join the call for 

change to combat racism 

and condemn violence.  



Madison was a target for 

new Wisconsin 

Congressman Tom Tiffany 

who said officials there 

allowed protests to explode 

into something they 

shouldn’t have.  He 

credited Milwaukee for 

keeping protests there 

peaceful.   

 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources wants 

people to get out and 

enjoy the outdoors this 

weekend.  The annual Free 

Fun Weekend means all 

state parks will be open 

and free of charge.  Same 

story for the state’s A-T-V 

trails and anyone who 

wants to go fishing won’t 

need a license.  Boat 

launches will be open, but 

campgrounds are still 

closed by the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

 

  
State unemployment News 6/3/20 1230p,530p 1:30  With more than 700 



benefits not being processed 
quick enough 

thousand claims for 

unemployment benefits still 

not processed, a group of 

Wisconsin residents is asking 

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos for help.  A letter was 

sent to Vos requested a 

special legislative session to 

deal with the backlog.  The 

administrator of the group 

says she is still waiting, 14 

weeks after filing her first 

application for the 

benefits.  Chenon Times-

Rainwater of West Bend 

says Vos was singled out 

they believe he is in the 

best position to take the 

action needed.  

The Wisconsin Department 

of Revenue is projecting a 

rebound for wages and 

personal income levels next 

year.  The analysis released 

Tuesday revealed the state 

lost 440 thousand jobs in 

April alone.  That’s more 

than double the number 

lost during the Great 



Recession in 2008.  The 

report from the Evers 

administration suggests 

personal income will fall off 

by one-half-of-one-percent 

this year, but wages are 

expected to show an 

annual growth rate of 

seven percent next year. 

First, COVID-19 kept 

everyone indoors for nearly 

three months.  Then, for the 

last four or five days, 

protests following by looting 

and rioting kept many 

people from venturing 

outside.  Those same 

people were sitting in the 

dark last night when a series 

of thunderstorms swept 

through southern 

Wisconsin.  Nearly 20 

thousand Alliant Energy 

customers were without 

power, more than half in 

Columbia, Dodge and Sauk 

counties.  Tuesday was still 

a day of protests over the 

killing of George Floyd in 



Minneapolis.  Hundreds of 

people gathered at 

Madison's Capitol Square 

last night after the storms 

had passed through. 
 

  
Eagle River shuts down 4th 
of July events News 6/4/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Eagle River’s Fourth of July 

parade, fireworks and street 

party are the latest casualty 

of the coronavirus 

pandemic.  The activities 

were cancelled until next 

year.  Organizers 

considered a number of 

options for the annual 

events with a new setup 

and layout but nothing 

worked safe enough to 

protect attendees.  

Meanwhile the city of 

Rhinelander, who 

cancelled their downtown 

parade earlier, moved the 

fireworks display from Friday 

the third to Saturday at 

Hodag Park.   

Two annual summer music 

festivals also won’t go off 

this year as Country USA 

and Rock USA in Oshkosh 



were cancelled.  Tickets, 

campsites and other 

purchases made this year 

will be valid for next year. 

A record 16, 451 COVID-19 

tests were administered 

yesterday and the rate of 

positive results dropped 

below 3% in Wisconsin.  483 

new cases were confirmed, 

the second lowest total to 

date.  Nine more deaths 

bring the total in the state 

to 616.   From all the testing, 

Wisconsin has a 65% 

recovery rate.   

Democrats have been 

fighting their Republican 

counterparts in court nearly 

a decade over redistricting.  

Redrawing political 

boundaries 10 years ago, 

the GOP has maintained 

majorities in both the 

Senate and Assembly and 

holds five of the eight 

congressional districts.  

Republicans want to keep 

the map battle in the state 



Supreme Court.  Who draws 

those lines next year and 

which court rules on the 

expected challenge will 

give the winner an upper 

hand in having majority 

control.  Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers does 

have veto power over 

anything passed by the 

legislature. 
 

  
State national guard 
deployed in certain cities 
around the state News 6/4/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin National 

Guard remains deployed in 

Wisconsin cities to help law 

enforcement and preserve 

the rights of individuals to 

peacefully protest.  Nearly 

12-hundred soldiers and 

airmen have ongoing 

missions in Milwaukee, 

Madison, Green Bay, 

Kenosha, and Racine, and 

some of the troops continue 

to stand ready to assist in 

other communities if 

requested by local 

authorities.  The state's five 

largest cities have seen 

varying amounts of 



violence and looting, mostly 

following otherwise 

peaceful protests over the 

killing of George Floyd by 

Minneapolis police. 

Meanwhile, Congressman 

Mark Pocan wants to 

ensure police officers 

around the country have 

proper training before 

being handed their badge 

and weapon.  The 

Wisconsin Democrat says 

action must be taken 

immediately to de-escalate 

the protests around the 

country.  He is looking to 

divest military gear from 

police departments."  

Pocan wants to see a 

federal standard for how 

police departments hire 

and train their officers,. 

Kwik Trip and State Farm are 

teaming up to give free milk 

to Wisconsin families in 

need as part of National 

Dairy Month.  State Farm 

agents are providing nearly 



54-thousand vouchers that 

can be redeemed for a 

free gallon of milk at any 

Kwik Trip location in the 

state through July 16th.  

Agents will distribute the 

vouchers throughout their 

local communities and 

food pantries statewide.  

The vouchers will have an 

expansive reach, as both 

companies have more than 

300 storefronts across the 

state.  State Farm and Kwik 

Trip are pouring more than 

120-thousand dollars into 

this dairy effort. 
 

  
Another Covid case in 
Oneida Co.  News 6/5/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Another day, another 

coronavirus case in Oneida 

County, the 12th as the 

health department reports 

a person in their 80s is 

hospitalized.  And Portage 

County officials point to a 

college graduation party 

last month that has so far 

produced eight new 

positive cases.  The health 

department there ordered 



isolation for those and 

quarantine for all identified 

as close contacts.  

 

The COVID-19 outbreak 

continues to shut down 

events with the latest 

coming again from Eagle 

River where the Up North 

Beerfest and National 

Championship Musky Open 

Tournament have been 

cancelled and rescheduled 

for next year.  And the 

annual Harvest Hoedown in 

Rhinelander, a major 

fundraiser for the 

Northwoods Alliance for 

Temporary Housing and the 

Food Pantry have been 

postponed.  Another major 

state event, the annual 

World Dairy Expo in 

Madison has also been 

cancelled.   

 

As events fall victim to the 

outbreak, the Northwoods 

of Wisconsin is launching a 



campaign to safely 

welcome visitors back with 

the help of a $39,000 grant 

from the department of 

tourism.  Seven northern 

counties make up the 

group and the funding will 

allow them to work 

together to market the 

outdoor recreation options 

as people begin to travel 

once again.   

 

Governor Tony Evers 

yesterday defended calling 

in the National Guard to 

back up police in 

Milwaukee and Madison in 

an effort to control protests 

over the death of George 

Floyd in Minneapolis.  He 

said if troops actively 

intervened it would be at 

the direction of local 

officials.  Two men were 

charged in federal court 

yesterday for illegally 

possessing firearms at a 

protest in Madison.   
 



  
Meetings and protests 
scheduled for two groups in 
Stevens Point News 6/5/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 There will be competing 

protest rallies in Stevens 

Point this weekend.  Black 

Lives Matter is planning 

another rally against police 

brutality, but in response a 

group calling itself a 

'Meeting of the Patriots' will 

be gathering about a half 

mile away at a public park.  

Mayor Mike Wiza says they 

have been in contact with 

organizers of both events.  

Police will be present at 

both sites and will be 

keeping the groups 

separate. 

Meanwhile, a curfew 

remains in place for the 

Green Bay area through this 

weekend, ending Monday 

morning.   Some residents 

do not think it's necessary as 

most of the recent protests 

have been peaceful.  But 

Green Bay Mayor Eric 

Genrich said it's kept many 

people safe.  He says there 

was a lot of really 



dangerous behavior on 

Sunday night and the 

curfew was a 

recommendation by Police 

Chief Andrew Smith, who 

said extending it protects 

people who are choosing 

to protest this weekend as 

well as business owners. 

Wisconsin Chief Medical 

Officer Doctor Ryan 

Westergaard says "we’re by 

no means out of the 

woods” when it comes to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Westergaard notes the 

state has a positive rate of 

between three and five 

percent which overall is 

good.  Four percent of the 

more than 12-thousand 

coronavirus tests were 

positive yesterday.  

Department of Health 

Services Secretary Andrew 

Palm says this disease is still 

prevalent in communities, 

still spreading and you can 

see that in the hundreds of 



positive cases on a daily 

basis.”  Westergaard added 

that infections in nursing 

homes remain a concern. 
 

  
Demonstrations and protests 
continue in the state over the 
weekend News 6/8/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Demonstrations continued 

through the weekend 

across Wisconsin following 

the killing of George Floyd 

in Minneapolis two weeks 

ago.  Hundreds gathered 

north to south across the 

state where, in Stevens 

Point the gatherings were 

initially cancelled due to 

threats and a spike in 

COVID-19 cases in Portage 

County.   More than 100 

rallied in Minocqua, 

marching downtown.  In 

Wausau the peaceful 

march began at the 400 

Block downtown, winding 

up at city hall.  Numbers 

were estimated near 1000 

with police on site handing 

out water.  Police across 

the country took a less 

aggressive stance, while in 

Minneapolis the calls 



continue to dismantle the 

department entirely.   

Protesters are calling for 

massive police reforms in 

response to Floyd’s death.  

Several cities, including 

Chicago and New York, 

lifted curfews and urged 

people to get tested for the 

coronavirus, fearing an 

increase in positive cases 

because of the gatherings. 

 

Area hospitals are easing 

restrictions on visitors and 

the world grapples with the 

virus.  The Marshfield Clinic 

Health System, with a 

number of restrictions, is 

allowing a limited number 

of visitors and support 

persons to see patients.  

Visitor numbers will be 

limited and safety 

procedures in place at the 

Ascension Hospitals as well 

where people will be 

screened upon entering 

and masks required.  In 



both cases, where a 

patient may be at end of 

life, multiple visits will be 

reviewed on a case-by-

case basis.   

 

Temperature records could 

fall across the North today 

as highs near 90-degrees 

will be common.  That’s 

followed by the remnants of 

tropical storm Cristobal 

bring heavy rains Tuesday.   
 

  
State unemployment claims 
to get a boost in processing 
them  News 6/8/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Department 

of Workforce Development 

signed deals with two 

contract call centers to 

help speed up the claims 

process for people applying 

for unemployment benefits. 

 Alorica and Beyond Vision 

were brought on board two 

weeks ago.  D-W-D 

Secretary Caleb Frostman 

says adding the call centers 

has allowed cleared the 

way for the state to gather 

necessary information and 

help Wisconsin residents get 



the benefits they deserve.  

Alorica had 135 agents on 

the job last week and 

expects to have almost four 

times that number by the 

end of the month. 

Officials with J-C Penney 

say they will start closing 154 

stores this week.  The Texas-

based retailer says it could 

take up to 16 weeks to 

complete the operation.  

The only Wisconsin store to 

be closed is in Menomonee 

Falls.  J-C Penney filed for 

bankruptcy protection last 

month.   

Authorities in Outagamie 

County filed first-degree 

intentional homicide 

charges against the 

biological father of two 

children who were found 

dead last February.  Police 

officers who found the 

bodies of five-year-old 

William Beyer and his three-

year-old sister Danielle said 

they had apparently died 



of intentionally inflicted 

injuries.  Matthew Beyer was 

taken into custody last 

week.   

Meteorologists are warning 

widespread heavy rain from 

the remnants of Tropical 

Storm Cristobal will start to 

develop over Wisconsin by 

tomorrow, especially in the 

west.  Cristobal made 

landfall along the Gulf 

Coast last night and experts 

say the remainder of the 

storm could track further 

than any other post-tropical 

storm in history.    Cooler 

weather will move in when 

the rain moves out. 
 

  
St. Germain man charged 
with hate crime in Vilas Co.  News 6/9/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A St. Germain man is 

charged with a hate crime 

in Vilas County Court.  61-

year old James Kelsey is 

accused of discharging a 

firearm as Chippewa Tribal 

harvesters were on the 

water of Little St. German 

Lake.  The incident last 

month was reported and 



investigators say Kelsey 

admitted he was drinking at 

the time.  He’s back in court 

July 14th.   

 

Oneida County health 

officials were notified of a 

13th case of coronavirus.  A 

person in their 40s is self-

isolating, not having 

traveled outside the 

community or had contact 

with another positive case.  

Those who may have had 

contact with this person are 

being notified. 

 

School boards across the 

state are grappling with 

how instruction is going to 

look in the fall.  In Wausau 

there are three options 

being weighed with a full 

opening one of them.  

Another is splitting student 

attendance to designated 

days or by weeks.  The 

board hopes to have a 

decision next month.  



Guiding the plan in 

Rhinelander is going to fall 

to a new superintendent.  

Kelli Jacobi is retiring at the 

end of the month and 

former Port Washington 

High School Principal Eric 

Burke was named to the 

position.  His first order of 

business will be no small 

task in helping shape 

education in the district in 

the midst of the COVID-19 

pandemic.   

 

Line crews with Wisconsin 

Public Service repaired 

downed wires yesterday 

morning in Rhinelander.  

Just over 100 customers 

were without power after a 

tree fell on an overhead 

line, bringing them down.  

Lights were out about four 

hours. 
 

  
State agencies helping out 
Rusk Co. law enforcement in 
a double homicide News 6/9/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Three state law 

enforcement agencies are 

helping the Rusk County 

Sheriff’s Office investigate a 



double homicide.  Deputies 

were dispatched to the 

home Sunday near Conrath 

when a family member 

found the bodies.  

Authorities haven’t 

identified the two victims, 

their names, ages, or their 

relationship.  Investigators 

believe this was a targeted 

incident and there is no 

public risk.  The sheriff’s 

office is leading the 

investigation, with help from 

the Wisconsin Department 

of Justice D-C-I, the state 

crime lab and the Wisconsin 

State Patrol. 

More people will be able to 

qualify for help through The 

Emergency Food Assistance 

Program with the easing of 

some of the restrictions.  

Now, households with 

combined incomes less 

than three times the federal 

poverty level can get a 

monthly share of food, 

including meat, vegetables, 



fruit and other options from 

the food pantry.  The 

change is an effort to serve 

larger households.  Those 

with incomes below 38-

thousand-280 dollars now 

qualify.  The new statewide 

policy for the U-S-D-A-

funded program went into 

effect June 1st. 

The Wisconsin Elections 

Commission is being asked 

to outlaw a practice called 

“ballot harvesting.”  It 

involves partisan outside 

groups helping send or 

return to local officials large 

numbers of absentee 

ballots.  The conservative 

Wisconsin Institute for Law 

and Liberty could be a 

precursor to a lawsuit over 

efforts to boost mail-in 

voting during the 

coronavirus pandemic.  

Three-fourths of all votes 

used absentee ballots 

during the April presidential 

primary.  Wisconsin state 



law doesn’t specifically 

outlaw ballot harvesting 

and that’s why the firm is 

asking the commission to 

enact the rule banning it. 
 

  
Oneida Co. health dept. 
moves to 2nd phase in 
opening up with Covid 
restrictions  News 6/10/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Oneida County’s Health 

Department has moved to 

the second phase in their 

COVID-19 plans for 

reopening.  Officials said 

based on current metrics 

and the local situation, 

businesses will continue to 

play a large role in 

protecting customers and 

staff and local, state and 

national resources are 

available to help them 

adopt best practices.  They 

maintain this will only work is 

everyone maintains 

physical distancing, 

avoiding crowds, wearing 

masks and good hygiene.  

In a statement the 

department said they are 

moving forward with 

confidence.   

Meanwhile in Portage 



Country, health officials are 

urging anyone who 

attended the protest rally in 

Stevens Point to get tested.  

One person there has 

already tested positive for 

the virus.   

Three arrests are made as 

investigators continue 

looking into the deaths of 

two people in the Rusk 

County town of Sheldon.  

73-year old Robert 

Rosolowski and his 70-year 

old wife Bonnie were found 

in their home Sunday.  In 

custody are 21-year old 

Adam Rosolowski, 17-year 

old Joseph Falk and a 

juvenile male.  No other 

information is available.   

The Merrill School board last 

year began looking at 

consolidating the district to 

save money and that 

included closing the rural 

Maple Grove Charter 

School.  That prompted a 

move in January by parents 



and the school’s governing 

board to seek moving out 

of the district.  Yesterday, 

the group was given a 

court injunction to remain 

open.  Changes will have to 

be made and the question 

of how the new school year 

will look still remains and 

both sides still have to 

come to agreement in 

court.   
 

  
Lawsuit over voting changes 
in the state News 6/10/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin Republicans 

asked a federal judge to let 

them intervene in a lawsuit 

over voting changes.  The 

Republican National 

Committee, the Wisconsin 

Republican Party and the 

Legislature say if successful, 

the effort to change laws 

and make it easier to vote 

in November will undercut 

existing laws that protect 

voters and candidates. 

Democratic-friendly groups 

are seeking to make it 

easier to vote in the 

presidential election in 



November.  The 

Republicans also argue the 

Wisconsin Elections 

Commission doesn’t 

adequately represent their 

interests. 

Wisconsin small businesses 

will be allowed to apply for 

a “We’re All-In” grant 

effective next Monday.  

Governor Tony Evers 

announced 75 million 

dollars would be available 

three weeks ago, but 

yesterday’s announcement 

by the Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation 

revealed when the 

application window would 

be opened.  Thirty thousand 

Wisconsin small businesses 

will be eligible to apply for a 

25-hundred dollar grant 

funded by the federal 

CARES Act.  A small business 

is one with 20 employees or 

less and annual revenue of 

one million dollars or less.  

The deadline to apply is 



midnight Sunday, June 21st. 

The DNR is looking for 

members to the county 

deer advisory council.  CDC 

members meet a few times 

a year across all 72 counties 

to offer local insight and 

perspective on suggestions 

to deer hunting regulations 

and the structure of the 

season.  Those 

recommendations are 

forwarded to the Natural 

Resources Board for action.  

An open enrollment period 

is underway now and run 

through July first.  To apply 

you can visit the DNR’s 

website.   
 

  
Former Rhinelander 
administrator due back in 
court today News 6/11/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Former Rhinelander City 

Administrator Daniel Guild is 

due back in Oneida county 

court today.  The 40-year 

old Guild is charged with 

misconduct in office and 

the court will decide if 

there’s enough evidence 

for the case to move to 

trial.  Guild has contested 



the charges after a year-

long search alleged 

tampering with city records.  

He’s free on a $5000 

signature bond.  The city 

council terminated his 

employment earlier this 

year.   

A 14th case of the COVID-19 

virus has been confirmed in 

Oneida County.  The Health 

Department reports a 

person in their 30s is now 

self-isolating. 

The Hodag Schools 

Foundation has surpassed 

its $2-million goal for 

improvements for the Dome 

Complex.  The project 

began last year with a 

$500,000 donation from Dr. 

Lee Swank.  Multiple 

contributions also came 

from Rhinelander area 

businesses and residents for 

the $8-million facility.  

Construction began this 

spring with completion set 

for September.  The 



complex will span over 

128,000 square feet 

adjacent to Mike Webster 

Stadium at the high school.  

Activities Director Brian 

Paulson said they’ve heard 

from districts across the 

state.  There’s already a 12-

team wrestling invitational 

scheduled and a possible 

17-team softball 

tournament and soccer 

tournaments next year.   

A new endowment fund 

has been established for an 

Eagle River organization.  

Feed Our Rural Kids or FORK 

received a $100,000 

anonymous donation, 

creating a fund so area 

children will receive 

nutritional support.  The 

Tomorrow’s Kids 

Endowment Fund will help 

support the organization 

well into the future as it 

works to provide meals for 

disadvantaged children 

within the Northland Pines 



School District.   
 

  
State lawmakers call out for 
a registry of bad cops News 6/11/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Congressman James 

Sensenbrenner joins 

Democrats calling for a 

national registry of “bad 

cops.”  The Wisconsin 

Republican says defunding 

police departments isn’t the 

answer.  Sensenbrenner is a 

member of the House 

Judiciary Committee that 

heard from George Floyd’s 

brother yesterday.  He told 

Philonise Floyd the officer 

who killed his brother 

shouldn’t have been on the 

Minneapolis police force.  

At least 17 complaints had 

been filed against Officer 

Derek Chauvin during his 

19-year career.  He was 

disciplined just once. 

Wisconsin’s biggest 

attraction is back in 

business, but not like normal 

– yet.  Potawatomi Hotel 

and Casino serves more 

than six million guests each 

year, but it’s been closed 



since mid-March.  It 

reopened yesterday and 

patrons were greeted at 

the door with a 

temperature check and 

some health questions.  At 

least one person was 

turned away.  The slot 

machines are separated by 

plexiglass panels and, so 

far, no card games, no dice 

and no chips.  With only 600 

customers allowed on the 

floor at one time, three-

fourths of the workers are 

still furloughed.  The Lake of 

Torches Resort/Casino in 

Lac du Flambeau is set to 

re-open next Wednesday 

with face masks 

mandatory, temperature 

checks upon entering, no 

smoking, a closed buffet, 

limited restaurant seating 

and other changes.   

A U-S District Judge in 

Madison says he will move 

a case involving changes 

to voting laws quickly so it 



will be resolved before the 

fall elections.  Judge William 

Conley declined a 

Republican request for 

dismissal of the suit with a 

Wednesday ruling.  He has 

set the next hearing on the 

question for June 29th.   
 

 
Another casualty of the 
Covid 19 pandemic News 6/12/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Another casualty of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the 

suspension of remainder of 

this year’s Never Forgotten 

National Honor Flights.  In a 

statement, the organization 

said they would never put 

our veterans and volunteers 

at risk but will never stop 

until each and every one of 

our heroes gets their well-

deserved and long overdue 

trip of a lifetime.  The flights 

offer missions to 

Washington, DC to tour the 

monuments in their honor. 

The long time hunter safety 

courses provided by the 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department have also 

been cancelled.  Despite 



two attempts to hold the 

classes, the DNR informed 

them the training would not 

be recognized due to 

Governor Tony Evers’ health 

restrictions and their 

instructors may be 

decertified.   

 

Rhinelander’s former City 

Administrator was in court 

yesterday.  Daniel Guild 

faces a misconduct in 

office charge and a motion 

to dismiss the case for lack 

of evidence was filed on his 

behalf.  DA Michael Shiek 

argued there was more 

than enough.  After a short 

recess Guild’s attorney’s 

requested a decision on the 

motion to dismiss while the 

DA requested more time to 

respond to statements 

made in the briefing and 

said there may be 

amendments to the 

charge.  Substitute Judge 

Keven Klein from Price 



County then postponed the 

remainder of the hearing, 

gave the state 30 days to 

file and the defense two 

weeks to respond.  Klein 

may make a written or oral 

decision on the matter after 

that time.     

 

Merrill’s TB Scott Library is 

offering free meals to kids.  

The program begins 

Monday, running through 

mid-July.   
 

 
Police looking into a 
confrontation of a BLM 
matters protest in Stevens 
Point News 6/12/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Marshfield police are taking 

over an investigation into a 

confrontation at last 

Sunday’s Black Lives Matter 

protest in Stevens Point.  A 

number of people in a truck 

flying Confederate flags 

repeatedly buzzed the 

crowd until a scuffle finally 

broke out. Mayor Mike Wiza 

says this was no accident.  

When they didn’t get the 

reaction they wanted the 

first time they drove through 

they did it again, and 



again, until they got what 

they were seeking. This type 

of behavior is not 

something our community 

wants. We condemn it and 

denounce it in our loudest 

voices possible.” 

Interstate 39 was closed this 

morning due to multiple 

crashes.  Two semis were 

involved in the first accident 

around 3:30 this morning 

near Lodi.  As Troopers with 

the State Patrol were 

investigating another semi 

collided with the vehicles 

already involved.   A 

number of people were 

hospitalized but the extent 

of the injuries is not known.  

Then, just before 7 there 

was another multi-vehicle 

incident about a mile 

behind the initial crash with 

several of them on fire.  A 

massive plume of smoke 

could be seen from the 



large backup of cars.   

While Wisconsin has had a 

couple record high 

temperatures and the 

mercury well above normal 

for a stretch of days, the 

pendulum is about to swing 

the other way.  Today’s 

highs are averaging 10 

degrees below normal but 

tonight a frost advisory goes 

into effect.  Rhinelander’s 

record low is 34 set eight 

years ago.  The forecast low 

tonight is 33.  Warmer 

weather returns next week. 

 

 
Two more cases of Covid 19 
in Oneida Co.  News 6/15/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Two more cases of the 

COVID-19 virus have been 

confirmed in Oneida 

County.  That brings the 

number now to 16.  The 

latest are an individual in 

their 40s and another under 

10.  Both have been in 

contact with others who’ve 

previously tested positive 



and are self-isolating.  

Across the state there were 

240 news cases as of 

yesterday, bringing the 

number to 22,758.  Seven 

cases were tallied in both 

Portage and Waupaca 

counties over the weekend. 

 

Meanwhile, the UW system 

will welcome students back 

to campuses in the fall.  

System President Ray Cross 

and Regent President 

Andrew Peterson 

announced yesterday 

they’re preparing an 

environment that reduces 

risk so that students, faculty 

and staff can return.  They 

also unveiled a series of 

recommendations for 

changes across the 13-

institution system.   

 

A Wausau man will spend 

five years in prison for 

dealing large quantities of 

methamphetamine.  



Twenty-six-year-old Meng 

Xiong pleaded guilty to 

conspiracy to distribute 

meth in March.  Prosecutors 

say the leader of a drug 

ring brought multiple 

pounds of meth from the 

Twin Cities to the Wausau 

area.  Xiong was one of 11 

people arrested and the 

first to be sentenced. 

 

Last week the Oneida 

County sheriff’s department 

announced they’ve 

suspended their long 

running hunter education 

certification courses 

because of DNR pressure.  

The agency threatened de-

certification of instructors 

and not recognizing 

anyone who would have 

taken the course.  That 

drew the ire of state 

representative Rob 

Swearingen who called 

their response, 

“preposterous”.  He said the 



action was 

“unacceptable” and was 

an “example of big 

government at its finest”.   
 

 
Lincoln Co. man in jail after a 
high speed chase over the 
weekend News 6/15/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

A 51-year old Merrill man is 

in the Lincoln County Jail 

following a high speed 

chase Saturday night.  A 

deputy initially attempted a 

traffic stop on Hwy JJ in the 

Town of Rock Falls.  The 

vehicle sped off through 

several townships at speeds 

over 100 mph.  The pursuit 

ended when the suspect 

got stuck in the gravel pit at 

the end of Pine Ridge 

Avenue in Merrill.  The driver 

now faces several felony 

traffic charges.  He’s also 

wanted by authorities in 

Clark, Marathon, Portage 

and Wood counties for 

failure to pay child support.   

One person was killed in a 

weekend traffic accident in 

Wisconsin Rapids.  The crash 

reported on Hwy 73 

yesterday afternoon where 



a dump truck went through 

a stop sign, colliding with a 

car.  Portions of 73 and Hwy 

186 were closed for a time 

following the accident.   

Wisconsin’s Lincoln Hills 

School for Boys and Copper 

Lake School for Girls youth 

prisons in Irma have a new 

superintendent.  Security 

director Klint Trevino will 

oversee the facility.  Trevino 

replaces Jason Benzel, who 

left in April to become the 

warden of Dodge 

Correctional Institution.  

Legislation requiring Lincoln 

Hills to close by next July 

has been signed by 

Governor Tony Evers, who 

along with legislative 

leaders has acknowledged 

that deadline won’t be 

met, because replacement 

facilities for juvenile 

offenders have yet to be 

funded. 

https://cdn.wrn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Trevino-new-Supt.-of-LHS-CLS.docx


Nearly 43,000 pounds of 

ground beef products are 

being recalled for E coli 

contamination.  Lakeside 

refrigerated services 

packaged the products 

under the Marketside, 

Thomas Farms and Value 

Pack brands, distributed 

nationwide.   

 

 
Covid numbers increase in 
Oneida Co.  News 6/16/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

As Oneida County tallies its 

17th COVID-19 case, comes 

word the daycare at the 

YMCA of the Northwoods in 

Rhinelander will close as an 

employee tested positive.  

CEO Ryan Zietlow said the 

center had been practicing 

the safety measures 

outlined by the health 

department and that the 

person was infected from 

an outside source.  The 

facility will be closed until 

the end of the month to 

ensure proper disinfection. 

 



The virus may end up 

cancelling the major 

league baseball season.  

Commissioner Rob Manfred 

said the latest breakdown 

in talks between teams and 

the union centered on how 

to split up money from the 

delayed season.  Spring 

training stopped March 

12th, two weeks before 

opening day.  Hostility 

between the two sides 

continues to grow, as do 

the numbers of positive virus 

cases in players, with 

several now infected.  In 

addition to revenue already 

lost, the sport stands to lose 

an addtitional $640,000 per 

game if played in empty 

stadiums.  If the shutdown 

goes into the post-season, 

more than $787-million in 

broadcast revenue would 

be gone as well.   

 

Things may look like life is 

returning to normal across 



the Northwoods but many 

businesses are struggling.  

The Rhinelander Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

has taken steps to combat 

that with a new Buy Local 

campaign.  The effort 

began yesterday and 

chamber director Lauren 

Sackett said the campaign 

will run eight weeks to 

encourage people to shop 

local and support those 

businesses trying to work 

through these challenging 

times.  She said locally 

owned businesses build 

strong communities.   
 

 
Sen. Baldwin presents 
sweeping bill  News 6/16/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Senator Tammy Baldwin is 

backing a sweeping bill to 

overhaul how police 

departments are run in this 

country.  Baldwin says too 

often police have to deal 

with issues that they’ve 

never been trained for, 

such as mental health or 

addiction issues.  She says 

they’re not social workers 

https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/press-releases/justice-in-policing-act-2020


and such issues should be 

handled by other 

professionals. Among its 

many proposals, the bill will 

peel back qualified 

immunity laws that protect 

police from being sued, 

require more reporting on 

use of force by police 

departments, and create a 

federal registry of police 

officers who are fired from 

their jobs for misconduct. 

The member of Governor 

Tony Evers’ staff who 

recorded a May 

14th telephone conference 

call with Republican 

leaders may have 

committed a felony.  

Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald says the 

governor needs to name 

the person who recorded 

the call, say who authorized 

it, and what disciplinary 

action the person faces.  

Members of both parties 



have criticized the 

clandestine recording.   

 A former student in the 

Baraboo School District 

wants it to ban the 

confederate flag and 

consider changes to the 

way it teachers black 

history.  Dasia Banks sued 

the district in January after 

she says racism complaints 

got no response.  She now 

attends a high school in 

Madison.  Banks says she 

believes a lot of what she 

saw in Baraboo is the result 

of students being taught 

very little about black 

history.  Banks says she was 

called names on multiple 

occasions and no one 

would listen when she told 

classmates how that made 

her feel.   
 

 
Several scams working 
through the area News 6/17/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Several scams have been 

hitting the area asking for 

money and the Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s department 

simply says, “don’t”.  One 



call purported to be from 

the Lincoln County Police 

Department asking for 

money for training.  The 

number was traced to a 

robocall.  Another incident 

was a text message from a 

local club asking the victim 

to purchase gift cards and 

to return the card numbers 

and security codes back to 

them.  A Merrill woman was 

duped out of thousands of 

dollars last week in the so-

called grandparent scam.   

A move in Washington 

would cut funding to 

schools that don’t open in 

the fall.  Republican 

Congressman Tom Tiffany 

and Indiana representative 

Jim Banks introduced the 

measure intended to push 

schools to open by 

September 8th.   School 

officials aren’t thrilled with 

the idea of being forced to 

open with the uncertainty 

of the COVID-19 virus.  



Tiffany says the data shows 

kids aren’t as susceptible to 

the virus and schools can 

be open safely.   

The racial tension gripping 

the country is filtering into 

Wisconsin as there’s a 

movement to change the 

name of Marshfield 

Columbus Schools because 

of the controversy behind 

Christopher Columbus.  

Three former students 

launched a petition drive 

for the change and the 

removal of a statue in front 

of the school.   

Cellphone and online 

services have been 

impacted by outages since 

early Monday.  T-Mobile, 

Sprint, AT&T and Verizon 

customers across the 

country are complaining.  

Spokesmen for the carriers 

say their teams are working 

as quickly as possible to fix 

the voice and messaging 

problems occurring.   
 



 
Minocqua police report a 
fatal car crash last night News 6/17/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Minocqua Police reported 

a fatal crash last night.  The 

accident shortly before 

eight on Squirrel Lake Road, 

near the Bo-Di-Lac 

intersection.  The female 

driver was injured and the 

male passenger 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

The two victims of a Price 

County motorcycle crash 

have been identified as 50-

year old Jody Stilen who 

was injured and 50-year old 

Dora Lee Stilen who died 

after their bike hit a deer on 

Saturday. 

A first of its kind ruling by the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court 

could be cited in future 

cases on the use of social 

media by judges.  The high 

court upheld a lower court 

ruling that the judge’s 

decision to become 

Facebook friends with a 

woman involved in a case 

he was hearing created at 



least the appearance of 

bias.  The lower court 

ordered the child custody 

case to be re-heard by 

another judge.   

The University of Wisconsin’s 

policy for sexual harassment 

and sexual assault is in 

limbo. Governor Tony Evers 

called the new policy too 

vague when rejecting it.  In 

a letter to UW System 

President Ray Cross, Evers 

wrote he is not approving 

the system’s scope 

statement on the proposed 

changes to the federal Title 

IX policy, because the 

statement does not clearly 

describe what changes the 

Board of Regents are 

attempting to make.  

Wisconsin is also joining a 

lawsuit to block new Trump 

administration rules to 

provide more protections 

for those who are accused 

of harassment or assault. 

Critics say it’s bad for 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/06/15/file_attachments/1474163/Chapter%20UWS%2017.%20Scope%20Statement%201.%205.21.2020.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/06/15/file_attachments/1474163/Chapter%20UWS%2017.%20Scope%20Statement%201.%205.21.2020.pdf
https://www.doj.state.wi.us/news-releases/ag-kaul-gov-evers-defend-title-ix
https://www.doj.state.wi.us/news-releases/ag-kaul-gov-evers-defend-title-ix


accusers.  Evers prefers the 

rules enacted during the 

Obama Administration. 

 
 

 
DNR uses strong tactics to 
shut down hunter safety 
courses in the state News 6/18/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Last week we told you 

about the DNR’s strong 

tactics used to shut down 

hunter safety courses in the 

state.  Deputies with the 

Oneida Country Sheriff’s 

department were 

threatened with 

decertification if they 

taught the classes.  Every 

Republican lawmaker in the 

state signed a hand 

delivered letter to Governor 

Tony Evers demanding he 

immediately resume the 

classes.  They said the move 

even goes against his own 

guidelines to allow no more 

than 50 people in a 

gathering.  Oneida counties 

class next week had 30.  

The letter stated, “As 

supporters of local control, 



we would encourage you 

to follow the court’s ruling 

and continue to operate 

under the advisement of 

local officials, who we 

believe can make the best 

decisions for their region”.  

The DNR is also facing a 

court challenge to the 

decision from the Wisconsin 

Institute of Law and Liberty 

and the Hunter Nation who 

are not seeking damages, 

just requiring the agency to 

allow the in-person courses.   

The first signature on that 

letter was from 34th 

Assembly District 

Representative Rob 

Swearingen of Rhinelander, 

who announced his bid for 

re-election last night, going 

for a fifth term in Madison.  

He’s drawn Democratic 

opposition by a fellow 

restaurant owner, Kink 

Bangstad of Minocqua.  

A motorcycle accident in 

the Marathon County town 



of Norrie claimed the life of 

the operator.  The sheriff’s 

department reported the 

crash shortly after 6:30 last 

night on Hwy 29 east of 

County Y.  A passenger on 

the bike is in serious 

condition.  No other 

information is available. 
 

 
State lawmakers ask Gov. 
Evers to look at criminal 
justice reform News 6/18/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Assembly Democrats and 

members of the Black 

Legislative Caucus want 

Governor Tony Evers to call 

a special legislative session 

to look at criminal justice 

reform.  Tomorrow.  

Assembly Minority Leader 

Gordon Hintz of Oshkosh 

says, “This moment in our 

state and nation’s history 

requires action.”  

The campaign trail brings 

Vice President Mike Pence 

to Pewaukee next Tuesday 

as part of the “Faith in 

America” tour.  A posting 

on the Trump campaign’s 

website notes the event will 

happen Tuesday.  Tickets 



are available on a first-

come, first-served basis and 

each mobile phone 

number can register up to 

only two.   

Wisconsin’s K-through-12 

schools and colleges and 

universities will receive more 

than 80 million dollars in 

financial assistance.  

Governor Tony Evers made 

the announcement 

Wednesday.  The money is 

intended to help the 

schools deal with 

challenges related to the 

pandemic.  Forty-six million 

will go to local school 

districts and 37 million to 

higher education 

institutions.  The funding 

originates from the federal 

CARES Act and is being 

distributed through the 

Governor’s Emergency 

Education Relief Fund. 

All the details have been 

hammered out and the 

Wisconsin Elections 



Commission is moving 

forward with a plan to mail 

two-point-seven million 

absentee ballot 

applications to voters.  The 

final step was approving 

the wording of a letter that 

will accompany the 

mailing.  About 80 percent 

of Wisconsin’s registered 

voters will get the mailing 

before the November 

presidential election.  The 

commission is also 

considering a request to 

establish a rule prohibiting 

the practice of ballot 

harvesting – where outside 

groups collect and return 

large numbers of absentee 

ballots. 
 

 
WIAA gives plans for state 
sports resuming this summer News 6/19/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A 16-page set of guidelines 

was sent to schools across 

the state from the Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association, setting up the 

ground rules for resuming 

sports moving into the 

summer.  The guidelines 



were produced and 

reviewed through 

collaborative efforts of the 

WIAA Sports Medical 

Advisory Committee, 

executive staff, Wisconsin 

Department of Health 

Services, Dept of Public 

Instruction and the 

governor’s office.  It 

highlights safety above all 

else, limits contact to 

groups of 10, sanitizing 

common equipment and 

maintaining distancing.  It 

emphazises caution for 

young athletes who’ve 

been largely inactive the 

last several months and the 

approach to conditioning.  

Risk factors were also laid 

out.  As of right now, with 

restrictions, high school 

sports are moving forward 

as of July first. 

The Samoset Council of the 

Boy Scouts will offer resident 

summer camp and several 

day camps this summer, 



beginning July 5th.  There will 

be safety protocols in place 

for campers, including 

limiting group sizes to under 

50. 

While the national 

unemployment rate hovers 

just over 13%, Wisconsin’s 

dropped to 12% in May, a 

month where the “safer at 

home” order was still in 

effect.  That month the 

state supreme court 

overturned Governor Tony 

Evers’ order which began 

the trickle of businesses 

reopening.  Wisconsin 

added more than 72,000 

private sector jobs last 

month.  Republicans have 

been critical about how 

quickly the state has been 

processing the avalanche 

of unemployment claims. 

Through Monday, the 

department reported 73% 

of claims submitted had 

been paid, 12% were 

denied and 15% were in 

http://www.samoset.org/openrosters/ViewOrgPageLink.aspx?orgkey=1438&itemkey=16081


process. The average time 

to receive payment was 19 

days. 

 
 

State Disability recipients to 
get pandemic unemployment 
benefits if qualified News 6/19/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Department of 

Workforce Development is 

asking the U-S Department 

of Labor to let it issue 

Pandemic Unemployment 

Assistance to people who 

also get disability benefits.  

The federal agency hadn’t 

replied as of earlier this 

week.  The D-W-D originally 

denied the benefits to laid-

off Wisconsin workers with 

disabilities.  For the state, 

the request is a possible 

about-face.  It follows a 

broadcast report about the 

D-W-D’s denials of aid 

under the congressional 

disaster stimulus bill. 

Almost 100 protesters spent 

part of yesterday outside 

the State Capitol and the 

Governor’s Mansion 

demanding prison and jail 

reform.  Members of the 



group EXPO – and acronym 

for Ex-Incarcerated People 

Organizing – say Governor 

Tony Evers promised to cut 

Wisconsin’s prison 

population in half when he 

was running for office.  They 

accuse him of failing to do 

that, saying now is the time 

for him to keep his 

campaign promises.  EXPO 

wants the release of 

nonviolent prisoners who 

aren’t a danger to local 

communities, creating 

some distancing space 

inside the prison during the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

There are still many 

unknowns circulating 

around the Democratic 

National Convention in 

August – but, a 

spokesperson for Joe Biden 

says the former vice 

president will accept the 

party’s nomination in 

Milwaukee.  The format for 

the convention and how 



many delegates will attend 

are still undetermined.  

Convention organizers are 

mainly focused on safety 

during the pandemic.  The 

crowds in downtown 

Milwaukee will likely be 

much smaller than the 50 

thousand originally 

expected.  The Biden 

campaign says his 

candidate will be in 

Milwaukee to accept the 

nomination. 

 

 
Storms overnight knock 
power out to many area 
residents News 6/22/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Passing storms last night 

dropped power to 

thousands of Wisconsin 

Public Service Customers 

across much of north 

central Wisconsin.  Most of 

the reported outages were 

in the Rhinelander area, 

accounting for more than 

25% of the WPS customers in 

the city.  Everything was 

back to normal by early this 

morning.   

Beginning today the State 



Patrol and Wisconsin 

Department of 

Transportation kick off the 

annual Click it or Ticket 

campaign.  The goal is to 

educate the public and 

more importantly enforce 

wearing seat belts.  DOT 

statistics show not wearing 

them accounts for nearly 

half the traffic fatalities in 

the state.  Running through 

July 5th, law enforcement 

will have extra patrols on 

the road. 

Two kayakers were 

yesterday after being 

pulled underwater on the 

Eau Claire River in Weston.  

The pair came across debris 

on the fast moving water 

and were pulled under just 

west of Yellow Banks Park.  

No one was seriously 

injured.  Recent heavy rains 

have water levels high and 

rivers very fast and 

authorities urge wearing life 

jackets.    



Rhinelander residents are 

invited to a listening session 

Wednesday at city hall.  

Mayor Chris Frederickson is 

looking for public input on 

the objectives and priorities 

of city departments.  This is 

part of the continuing work 

sessions taken up by the 

common council.  

Frederickson said the input 

will provide for more 

informed decision making.  

The meeting is at 6pm in the 

council chambers. 

Former four term Wisconsin 

Governor Tommy Thompson 

will serve as the interim 

President of the UW system 

as Ray Cross retires.  He 

begins the job July 1st.   
 

 
Guidelines for schools 
opening in the fall News 6/22/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Some guidance came from 

the Dept of Public 

Instruction today for school 

administrators looking at 

what to do for school 

opening for fall.  The DPI this 

morning issued the 80-page 

Education Forward 



document to use as a 

guide to return the school 

amid the COVID-19 

pandemic.  State officials 

realize there cannot be a 

one size fits all plan and 

offer the information to 

ensure the safety of all 

students and staff.  

Resources such as a risk 

assessment tool and a 

school nurse toolkit are also 

included.  Several scenarios 

are laid out but local 

districts will have the final 

say in their school 

operations. The DPI stresses 

the document is fluid and 

will be regularly updated 

with input from the 

Department of Health. 

An Irma man was 

scammed after responding 

to an ad on Craigslist.  He 

made contact Saturday 

afternoon with a person 

selling a jet ski and trailer.  

The two agreed on a price 

but the seller insisted on gift 



cards for payment and the 

machine would be 

delivered later that day.  It 

never showed.  The 

scammer only 

communicated via email 

and is impossible to trace.  

The victim lost $3400. 

Three weeks after the 

state’s eviction moratorium 

was allowed to expire, 

Legal Action of Wisconsin 

says the number of cases is 

increasing.  That group 

provides free legal services 

to low-income people.  The 

United Way and 2-1-1 

Wisconsin can also connect 

people with help for rental 

and mortgage payments.  

They say it’s important to 

stay in communication with 

your landlord or mortgage 

company while you wait for 

help to arrive. 
 

 
Fight early Sunday morning 
ends up with a stabbing  News 6/23/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A fight early Sunday 

morning ended with a 

stabbing.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff’s office 



reports getting a 911 call 

shortly before three from a 

man in the Nokomis Park 

area.  A man said his 

girlfriend was intoxicated 

and he wanted to leave 

but the call was 

disconnected.  He called 

back saying a number of 

men were coming to fight 

him.  Another call stated 

there had been a stabbing.  

The original caller, 34-year 

old Robert Williams of 

Panama City, Florida was 

involved in an altercation 

with 28-year old Andrew 

Wickland of Tomahawk, 

who was stabbed several 

times and is now 

hospitalized.  Williams was 

treated and released into 

custody with the DA to 

consider charges of 

recklessly endangering 

safety, aggravated battery 

and criminal damage to 

property.   

Yesterday morning just after 



midnight, deputies were 

dispatched to a home on 

Big Doe Road in Lake 

Tomahawk where a woman 

called 911 reporting she 

shot her boyfriend in the 

shoulder.  58-year old 

Christine Stammeler is in jail 

with charges pending while 

58-year old Delano Blunt, 

Jr., was taken to Wausau 

Aspirus Hospital.  The 

incident grew out of a 

prolonged domestic 

dispute.   

Police in Wausau are 

looking for a man who 

assaulted a woman and 

shot her dog yesterday.  

Officers were called to an 

apartment on the 900 block 

of S. 25th street around 9:30 

but the man had already 

fled.  The woman was 

treated for minor injuries.    

Stockbridge-Munsee Police 

are looking for 44-year old 

Michael Sherman, 6-3, 185# 

with brown hair and eyes.  



He was last seen early last 

month.   
 

 
Rhinelander’s Rouman 
Cinema to re-open this 
weekend News 6/23/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

The finalist who withdrew his 

name from consideration to 

U-W System president has 

resigned in Alaska.  Jim 

Johnsen was the University 

of Alaska System president.  

His term in Anchorage had 

been married by no-

confidence votes from the 

faculty there while he was 

dealing with deep budget 

cuts.  The faculty union 

demanded his resignation 

last week.  Johnsen was the 

only finalist for the Madison 

position when he stepped 

away.  The U-W System 

Board of Regents has 

named former Wisconsin 

Governor Tommy Thompson 

to serve as interim president 

while the nationwide 

search is re-started. 

FOX News commentator 

Sean Hannity will present a 

one-hour town hall with 



President Trump on 

Thursday in Green Bay.   

Brian Stelter, the chief 

media correspondent for 

CNN, tweeted shortly after 

the announcement that the 

town hall will originate from 

the Jet Air facility at Green 

Bay's Austin Straubel 

International Airport, and 

will cover the latest on 

police reform and the 2020 

election.  Hannity made the 

announcement last night, 

saying the town hall will air 

Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Fox 

News Channel. 

Saying it won’t be exactly 

what you’re used to, 

owners of the Rouman 

Cinema in Rhinelander plan 

to re-open this weekend.  

They’ll be offering private 

movie screenings where 

people can rent the entire 

auditorium and invite 

family, friends, co-workers or 

no one.  At $15 a head with 

a minimum of 10-20, you 



pick the time, the movie 

and get popcorn and a 

beverage.  The theaters are 

not ready for regularly 

scheduled showtimes yet 

and hope to get back to 

normal operations soon.    

 

 
Facilities continue to re-open 
in light of Covid 19 News 6/24/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Facilities continue to re-

open in light of the COVID-

19 pandemic.  The 

Rhinelander District Library 

opens next Tuesday to the 

public.  They’ll offer limited 

hours on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and 

Thursdays.  Curbside pickup 

will continue for the 

foreseeable future.  

Returned items will be 

quarantined for 72 hours 

per CDC guidelines.  The 

children’s department will 

only be open for parents 

and caregivers to select 

materials.  The Minocqua 

Public Library opened 

Monday with reduced 

hours and services while 



continuing their drive up.  

ArtStart in Rhinelander 

reopens its galleries to 

limited staff and visitors by 

appointment this week.  24 

hour notice is requested for 

visits on Thursday, Friday or 

Saturday.   

Northcentral Technical 

College campuses will 

open to students for the fall 

semester beginning 

September 3rd.  Physical 

distancing and masks will 

be required.  Students will 

also be able to choose 

from in person and virtual 

course offerings.  NTC has 

campuses in Wausau, 

Antigo, Medford, Phillips, 

Spencer and Wittenberg. 

As school districts grapple 

with safely opening in the 

fall, officials are ever 

mindful how the impact of 

the pandemic will affect 

budgets.  Governor Evers 

yesterday noted recent 

recommendations from the 



Department of Public 

Instruction could raise costs, 

and he’s increasing $250-

million worth of spending on 

schools in order to combat 

some of those expenses.   

Governor Evers meanwhile 

had no answers for people 

still waiting for 

unemployment benefits.  

He did say yesterday 

everyone owed will be paid 

and understands people’s 

frustrations.  Evers said 

another 300 staffers were 

added to the Department 

of Workforce Development 

in three call centers.    
 

 
More unrest yesterday at the 
state capitol News 6/24/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

There was more unrest 

yesterday at the Wisconsin 

State Capitol.  Protesters 

took down two statues and 

tossed one of them into the 

lake.  Democratic State 

Senator Tim Carpenter 

tweeted he was attacked 

when he tried to take a 

picture of the action.  The 

group was apparently 



angry because Madison 

police arrested a man for 

yelling inside a restaurant 

while he was holding a 

baseball bat.  Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos called 

the destruction of the 

statues “despicable” and 

questioned why the 

governor hasn’t done more 

to protect the Capitol.  

Today, Governor Tony Evers 

said he’s prepared to 

activate the National 

Guard to protect state 

buildings and infrastructure.  

He also said officials are 

continuing to work with 

local law enforcement to 

understand their response 

to last night’s events and 

their plan to respond to 

similar events in the future." 

Online reports indicate the 

town hall event for 

President Trump at Austin 

Straubel Airport tomorrow is 

sold out.  Fox News 

personality Sean Hannity will 



be the host at the JetAir 

Facility on the airport 

property.  Hannity’s prime 

time show will be taped for 

broadcast at 8:00 p-m.  

Tickets do not guarantee 

admission since seats will be 

filled on a first-come, first-

served basis.   

The Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association decides today 

whether to make girls 

wrestling a sanctioned 

sport.  Only two girls have 

qualified for the state 

wrestling tournament since 

the competition began 

eight decades ago.  Alyssa 

Lampe of Tomahawk High 

School was the first in 2004.  

Support for the approval is 

growing with about 120 

superintendents signing a 

petition backing it. 
 

 
New poll shows a boost for 
democrats heading into the 
November elections News 6/25/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The newest Marquette Law 

School Poll is showing a 

boost in support for 

Democrats heading into 



the November elections.  

Democratic candidate Joe 

Biden has increased his 

lead over President Trump 

to 8 points, 49 to 41 

percent.  Biden’s lead over 

President Trump was around 

3 percent in both March 

and May.  10 percent of 

voters said they didn’t 

intend to vote for either 

candidate.   

More scale backs are being 

planned for this summer’s 

Democratic National 

Convention.  The 

Democratic National 

Committee asked state 

delegates not to make the 

trip to Milwaukee, and 

instead votes will be cast 

digitally. The event is also 

being moved from the 

Fiserv Forum to the 

Wisconsin Center.  Joe 

Biden is still expected to be 

in Milwaukee in person to 



accept the nomination.  

Saying decent people are 

fed up, Congressman Tom 

Tiffany called for the 

resignation of Gov. Tony 

Evers.  Tiffany made the 

statement in response to 

the recent violence in 

Madison.  The Wisconsin 

Republican said these are 

not protests.  Property 

damage, destruction and 

physical assault are not 

legitimate forms of political 

discourse. They are criminal 

acts."  He accused Evers of 

disregarding clear warning 

signs and repeated 

incidents of looting, 

mayhem and intimidation.  

If he cannot or will not 

regain control of the streets, 

he should resign 

immediately. Enough is 

enough."  Evers mobilized 

the National Guard 

yesterday and passed off 

Tiffany’s remarks.  Tricia 



Zunker, Tiffany’s Democratic 

challenger in the May 

election and who’ll face 

him again in November said 

he’s hasn’t done anything 

yet to make life better for 

everyone in his district.   

 

 
Agents with the ATF working 
with Madison law 
enforcement on recent 
actions News 6/25/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Agents from the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives are working 

with Madison police and 

fire investigators after a 

Molotov cocktail was 

thrown into the City-County 

building early Wednesday.  

Damage was done to one 

city office and several 

windows were broken.  The 

Dane County Public Safety 

Communications 9-1-1 

center had to be moved to 

a satellite location and 

dozens of people were 

inside during the attack – 

including jail inmates, 

corrections staff, 

dispatchers, police officers, 

support staff and 



custodians.  No arrests have 

been reported. 

Toyota is recalling about 

752,000 gas-electric hybrid 

vehicles worldwide 

because the engines can 

lose power and stall.  The 

recall covers certain 2013 to 

2015 Prius and 2014 to 2017 

Prius v hybrids.  The 

company says the hybrids 

are designed to go into a 

fail-safe mode if there are 

faults in the hybrid system. 

But in rare instances, they 

may not go into fail-safe 

and the engines could lose 

power and stall. Toyota says 

power steering and braking 

would stay on, but at higher 

speeds, the stalling could 

raise the risk of a crash.  

Dealers will update the 

hybrid software at no cost 

to owners. Owners will be 

notified in late August. 

The WIAA Board of Control 

unanimously approved 

adding a girls individual 



wrestling state tournament.  

It’s the first addition of a girls 

sport since hockey was 

added 19 years ago.  The 

tourney’s begin with the 

2012-22 sports season.  

Wisconsin becomes the 17th 

state to offer a girls 

wrestling state 

championship.   

 
 

 
Harley Davidson laying off 
employees at the plant in 
Tomahawk News 6/26/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Around 50 people at 

Tomahawk’s Harley 

Davidson plant are losing 

their jobs.  In a statement 

the company said they 

routinely adjust their 

production and workforce.  

The production volume at 

the Tomahawk facility is 

being reduced, affecting 

the jobs.   

 

President Trump’s trip to 

Wisconsin yesterday 

included a stop in 

Marinette, the first time a 

sitting president ever visited 

the city.  He stopped at 



Fin/can/tieri Marinette 

Marine and presented a 

$5.5-billion contract to build 

20 new FFGX warships for 

the Navy.  Trump said the 

vessels will be a major 

contribution to our national 

security.   

 

Congress passed a massive 

police reform bill yesterday.  

The Democratic measure 

coming in response to 

recent deaths of black 

Americans at the hands of 

law enforcement.  The bill 

likely won’t make it through 

the Senate, however.   A 

Republican policing bill was 

blocked by Democrats 

earlier this week.  Wisconsin 

7th District Congressman 

Tom Tiffany voted against 

the bill, saying it was not 

going to bring justice for the 

people.  He said good 

decisions need to be made 

at the local level.   
 



An 18th case of the 

coronavirus has been 

diagnosed in Oneida 

County.  The health 

department a person in 

their 20s has tested positive 

after traveling outside the 

community.  They are now 

self-isolating to minimize 

exposure.   

The COVID-19 Community 

Response Fund initiated by 

the Community Foundation 

of North Central Wisconsin 

and United Way of 

Marathon County 

announced an additional 

gift of $13,000 from Peoples 

State Bank.  To date, more 

than $480,000 has been 

raised to continue 

supporting local non-profits 

during the pandemic.   
 

 
Man accused of killing his 
grandparents makes an 
appearance in Rusk Co. 
court News 6/26/20 1230p,520p 1:30 

A 21-year-old man 

suspected of killing his 

grandparents made an 

appearance in Rusk County 

Circuit Court.  Adam 

Rosolowski faces seven 



felony charges, including 

two counts of first-degree 

intentional homicide in the 

shooting deaths of Robert 

and Bonnie Rosolowski.  

Rosolowski, 17-year-old 

Joseph Falk and a juvenile 

are accused of committing 

the double murder June 

7th in the town of Marshall.   

 A website that tracks the 

progress of states as they 

deal with the coronavirus 

pandemic has added 

Wisconsin to list of 30 states 

“trending poorly.”  Thursday 

totals from the state 

Department of Health 

Services revealed four-

point-one percent of the 

people tested that day 

were positive for the virus.  

CovidExitStrategy-dot-org 

uses public health 

information for its weekly 

reports.  Wisconsin had 

previously been on the list 

of states “trending better.”  

The Badger State had 



previously been considered 

something of a success 

story. 

There is disagreement over 

who to blame, but 

members of both political 

parties are demanding an 

end to violence and 

destruction.  A protest 

earlier this week resulted in 

a state lawmaker being 

injured, firebombs being 

thrown and significant 

property damage.  

Governor Tony Evers says he 

is doing all her can to make 

sure violence like that 

doesn’t happen in Madison 

again.  Republicans have 

criticized Democrats like 

Evers and Madison Mayor 

Satya Rhodes-Conway, 

saying they haven’t done 

enough to stop the 

destruction. 

The Packers Hall of Fame 

reopens to fans on 

Monday.  New safety 

procedures and policies are 



in place and guests are 

encouraged to pre-

purchase admission 

vouchers as the numbers of 

visitors will be controlled.      
 

 
Another Covid 19 case 
reported in Oneida Co.  News 6/29/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Of the 457 new COVID-19 

cases reported as of 

yesterday, there’s another 

in Oneida County.  That 

makes it 19 with the health 

department identifying a 

person in their 70s with the 

virus.  Officials till 

recommend face 

coverings, physical 

distancing and good 

hygiene.   

Strong legislative pressure 

and a pending lawsuit 

prompted the DNR to 

resume in-person hunter 

and recreational vehicle 

education classes in the 

state, beginning Monday, 

July 13th.  34th district 

assemblyman Rob 

Swearingen was the first to 

sign a letter to Governor 

Tony Evers, strongly 



suggesting he direct the 

agency to continue the 

classes due to the integral 

role these programs play for 

the north and the state.  

The classes were cancelled 

in mid-March as the 

cornonvirus pandemic 

seized the country.  The 

issue was brought to light as 

the Oneida County sheriff’s 

department was 

threatened with 

decertification to conduct 

the courses and those 

students taking it would not 

be recognized.  No class will 

have more than 50 people 

and other safety guidelines 

have to be met moving 

forward. 

First yesterday afternoon 

damaged a Merrill home.  

Firefighters were call after a 

passerby reported the fire 

just after two on North Mill 

Street.  Smoke was coming 

from the structure but 

firefighters were able to get 



inside quickly, getting the 

living room where the blaze 

started from some electrical 

equipment.  One firefighter 

was treated for a medical 

issue.  No one was home at 

the time. 

Scattered showers and 

some strong storms are 

expected across the area 

today and tonight with well 

above normal 

temperatures.   
 

 
Vandalism increases in 
Lincoln Co. the last several 
weeks News 6/29/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Public Instruction 

recommends schools put 

extra emphasis on student 

mental health when classes 

resume this fall.  The state 

says those schools should 

assume that fear, loss and 

isolation have increased 

the need for that kind of 

support, whether it was the 

loss of a family member or 

the quick, unexpected shift 

in daily routine.  Many 

students went through huge 

changes in their lives, 



without the social aspects 

of school and little to no 

support from the schools. 

Lincoln County has seen 

several incidents of 

vandalism the past several 

weeks and the sheriff’s 

office is looking for some 

help.  An unknown person 

or people have been spray 

painting road signs, bridges 

and other property with 

swastikas, vulgarities and 

more.  If you have any 

information please contact 

the sheriff’s department or 

the area crime stoppers. 

Even though Republican 

lawmakers have fought 

against making Wisconsin 

elections mail-in, they did 

take the opportunity to 

vote by absentee ballot.  

The liberal group A Better 

Wisconsin Together reports 

more than 80 percent of 

Republican legislative 

members used absentee 

ballots to vote in April.  That 



election included the 

presidential primary and a 

position on the state 

Supreme Court.  Democrats 

wanted that vote to be by 

absentee ballot only, but 

Republicans defeated that. 

As Wisconsin slowly reopens 

amid the global coronavirus 

pandemic, gasoline prices 

are creeping up.  

AAA reports the average 

price for regular unleaded 

gas in Wisconsin is $2.14 a 

gallon. That’s seven cents 

higher than last week, and 

24 cents higher than last 

month. 

 

 
The sales of fishing licenses 
are up dramatically in the 
state News 6/30/20 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The 7th Circuit Court of 

Appeals yesterday 

upheld a number of 

Republican-backed 

voting restrictions in 

Wisconsin.  Observers 

say it may impact the 

outcome of the 

presidential election in 

https://wisconsin.aaa.com/safety/fuel-prices.aspx


November.  The panel 

ruled the state can 

restrict voting hours and 

restored a requirement 

that people must live in 

a district for 28 days, not 

10, before they can 

vote.  Residents still 

need a voter ID but it 

can now include 

expired student IDs, and 

affidavits proving 

identity.  Lawsuits on the 

issue have been in the 

courts since 2016.   

The sales of fishing 

licenses are up 

dramatically in the 

state.  The DNR reports 

an increase of nearly 

100,000 compared to 

this time last year.  The 

COVID-19 pandemic 

has more people 

getting outdoors, 

walking, hiking, on their 

ATVs according to area 

wardens.  Bait shops, 

which just re-opened 



recently are seeing a 

surge in sales.  With 

many new people to 

some outdoor activities, 

the DNR urges safety, 

especially on the water.   

That safety also extends 

to the use of fireworks.  

With many communities 

suspending their 

nighttime celebrations 

because of the 

pandemic, people have 

been turning to buying 

their own and business is 

booming.  Local officials 

remind people permits 

are required for any 

devices that leave the 

ground.  And 

responsibility is key 

because of the dangers 

involved.  They urge 

people to keep a safe 

distance away from 

where they’re being lit 

and to have fire 

extinguishers available 

should something get 



out of hand.    

And you’ve probably 

seen those cards online 

exempting people from 

wearing facemasks.  The 

US Department of 

Justice says they’re 

fake. 

 

 

 

 

 
Charges of reckless 
homicide pending against a 
man in Portage Co.  News 6/30/20 1230p,530p 1:30 

Charges of first-degree 

reckless homicide are 

pending against a man in 

Portage County.  

Investigators say 34-year-

old Meyer Willkom of Plover 

was caring for the six-

month-old child when it 

died.  A specific cause of 

death hasn’t been 

released, but doctors 

determined it wasn’t due to 

natural causes.  Willkom is 

not the infant’s biological 

father, but the mother is his 



girlfriend.  Her name hasn’t 

been released.   

A nine-inch downpour 

washed out roads and 

streets and caused 

extensive damage in 

western Wisconsin 

yesterday and the death of 

a 70-year-old driver is 

blamed on the flooding.  

Gary Parent’s car was 

washed off a county road 

and fully submerged.  He 

died at a nearby hospital.  

St. Croix County deputies 

had to perform at least five 

water rescues. 

Madison police say two 

men who made Monday 

court appearances 

threatened to have 

protesters destroy 

businesses if they weren’t 

given free food and drinks.  

Gregg James Junior and 

William Shanley appeared 

by video in Dane County 

Circuit Court.  James faces 

charges of threats to injure, 



party to a crime and 

disorderly conduct.  

Shanley is charged with 

party to a crime and threats 

to injure.  A third man, 

Devonere Johnson, faces 

similar charges, but there is 

also a federal criminal 

complaint against him. 

Wisconsin Public Radio 

dropped its longtime 

weekend broadcasts of 

old-time radio shows from 

the 1930s to the 1960s, 

citing an inability to find 

shows without offensive 

content.  The dramas and 

comedies from what's often 

called the "Golden Age of 

Radio" have aired for 

decades on Saturday and 

Sunday evenings on WPR's 

Ideas Network. 
 

 
Interview Phone 6/2/20 835a 3 minutes 

Talked to Sandy Cashman from the Manito 
Art League about the 55th annual Art Show 
coming later this summer 

 
Interview  Phone 6/26/20 835a 4 minutes 

Talked to Penny Strom from the St. 
Germain Chamber of Commerce about 
upcoming  4th of July events 

 
Interview  Phone 6/30/20 835a 4 minutes 

Talked to Theresa Smith from the Boulder 
Jct. Chamber Of Commerce about the 



area’s 4th of July events 

 

 


