
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Public File 
FROM: KERA 
DATE: April 8, 2016 
SUBJECT: Report for First Quarter, 2016 
 

The public service mission of KERA is to provide serious, intelligent and credible 
news, cultural and information services for North Texas.  The following is a list of 
issues that were significant in public awareness and interest in the Dallas/Fort 
Worth region in the first quarter of 2016 (January 1, 2016 – March 31, 2016), and 
examples of programming broadcast on KERA 90.1 that contributed to this 
important service. 
 
 
KERA News 
 
Program:  KERA News Vital Signs 
Date:   1/4/16 
Subject:  Health/Science 
Description:  Many often associate concussion with contact sports like football. 

But Dr. Benjamin Newman, a neurosurgeon with Methodist Health 
System, says a blow to the head in almost any activity can lead to a 
concussion – even kids riding those new bikes they got for 
Christmas. Head injuries are more common in kids than adults.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   1/5/16 
Subject:  Education 
Description:  We’ve heard about open carry, the new law not in effect in Texas. It 

allows license holders to openly carry guns. Later this year, another 
gun law called campus carry goes into effect. Guns must be 
concealed at colleges. Campuses are trying to figure out how the 
new law will work.  

 
Program:  KERA News  
Date:   1/13/16 
Subject:  Education 
Description:  Only 3 percent of students who attend the country’s top colleges 

and universities come from low-income families. That’s according to 
a new report out this week from the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation. 
The group says these top schools should be doing more – by giving 
admissions preference to poor students.  

 
Program:  KERA News  
Date:   1/19/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  There is no treatment for Duchenne muscular dystrophy. It’s a rare 

and fatal genetic condition that progressively weakens all muscles, 



including the heart. But scientists from UT Southwestern Medical 
Center have successfully used a gene editing tool to halt the 
disease in young mice.  

 
Program:  KERA News Vital Signs 
Date:   1/25/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  At some point, many of us will have a case of heartburn that can be 

easily fixed. However, Dr. Christian Mayorga of Parkland Hospital 
and UT Southwestern Medical Center explains why heartburn is not 
always something to take lightly.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   1/29/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas hopes to become one of 

the first hospitals in the U.S. to transplant a uterus from one woman 
to another. Doctors announced a new clinical trial that will implant 
wombs in 10 women who either don’t have a uterus of their own, or 
whose uterus is not working.  

 
Program:  KERA News Vital Signs 
Date:   2/1/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  Lead contamination caused a crisis with the water supply in Flint, 

Michigan. But the CDC says at least 4 million households have 
children living in them that are being exposed to high levels of lead. 
Dr. Joann Schulte, a toxicologist with the North Texas Poison 
Center at Parkland Hospital System, talks about the dangers of 
lead exposure in this edition of Vital Signs.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   2/3/16 
Subject:  Education 
Description:  KERA shined a spotlight on homeless students and the adults 

helping them last spring in the American Graduate series 
“Homeless in High School.” Much of the action took place at North 
Dallas High, which has one of the highest homeless student 
populations in North Texas. A new after-school drop-in center for 
those kids has just opened – in a church across the street.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   2/8/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  When children get sick at school, it can be a big disruption. For the 

kids – they have to miss class – and for mom and dad, who have to 
leave work, try and schedule a last minute doctor’s appointment, 
maybe even go to the emergency room. So, what if kids could see 
a pediatrician without having to leave school? That’s the idea 



behind a telemedicine initiative run by Children’s Health the 
program has gone from reaching several hundred kids in Texas to 
thousands.  

 
Program:  KERA News  
Date:   2/10/16 
Subject:  Education 
Description:  Fort Worth’s new school district superintendent is making big 

changes. This week, trustees unanimously approved a plan that 
would cut 10 executive-level positions, reassign central office 
employees and put more money into struggling schools.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   2/16/16 
Subject:  Education 
Description:  The state of Texas deemed Elisha M. Pease Elementary a 

substandard school. Teachers and principals kept leaving the 
struggling Dallas campus. The kids were out of control. Pease 
Elementary is one of several Dallas schools the district is trying to 
turn around with a new program.  

 
Program:  KERA News  
Date:   2/17/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  The Holy Grail in health care is finding a way to cut costs and 

improve outcomes. Researchers at UT Southwestern and Parkland 
Hospital say they’ve uncovered a way to do both – so that patients 
who typically have to stay in the hospital for more than a month can 
go home and care for themselves. The program could help 
hospitals save significantly and give patients independence.  

 
Program:  KERA News Vital Signs 
Date:   2/22/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  Most cases of colon cancer occur in people over 50 – about the 

time recommended to begin screening for the disease. But results 
of research over 15 years found an increase in colon cancer in 
those younger than 50. Generally speaking, colon cancer takes 10 
years to show up. So as our understanding of colon cancer in 
young patients is evolving, we’re realizing there may be a different 
tumor biology at work here.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   2/23/16 
Subject:  Education 
Description:  Texas has a handful of schools built underground. One of them is in 

Fort Worth. Washington Heights Elementary was built nearly 40 
years ago to reduce energy costs and noise. KERA recently went 
underground to dig up dirt on this unusual school. All of the 



classrooms, offices, library and lunchroom are below ground. The 
only thin out in the open? A gymnasium and auditorium and four 
brick structures that serve as entrances. Students have to walk 
downstairs to get to class.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   2/24/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  Research in Texas shows for the first time that electromagnetic 

fields from things like cellphone towers and power lines can amplify 
pain in people. Dr. Mario Romero-Ortega with UT-Dallas is the 
senior author of the study, which focuses on amputees – a study 
that was sparked by a retired major, David Underwood, whose left 
arm was amputated after he was injured. Romero-Ortega talked 
with KERA about his research.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   3/1/16 
Subject:  Education 
Description:  Some teachers are back in class, learning to teach cursive writing. 

It’s been cut way back in our digital, keyboarding age. Some 
teachers, though, say it’s vital to learning. Texas requires students 
to learn cursive writing in third grade. 

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   3/2/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  Lindsey Davidson says finding heroin in Texas is easy; finding the 

drug to reverse an overdose, that’s hard. There is only one place in 
Texas to get Naloxone for free, and that’s in Austin. Completely 
inaccessible to people who live in DFW. Davidson, who’s a 
registered nurse, was interested in the medicine because of her 
older sister. “She’s been an IV heroin addict for about a little more 
than twenty years,” Davidson says. “I know that she doesn’t have 
access to stuff like this.” 

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   3/16/16 
Subject:  Education 
Description:  Usually students get to class early to pick a good seat. Get to 

Kenton Rambsy’s class early and you’ll hear Jay Z’s music playing 
in the room. The artist is the subject of a debut course called “The 
Life and Times of S. Carter.” Sean Carter is the given name of the 
Brooklyn-born rapper. Jay Z’s more than a rapper. Rambsy says 
he’s practically a modern day Frederick Douglass, Richard Wright 
or Malcolm X.  

 
 
 



Program:  KERA News 
Date:   3/16/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  Last year, Texas legalized limited medical use of cannabidiol oil, 

which is derived from marijuana. Cook Children’s Medical Center in 
Fort Worth is undergoing trials to see if that compound can be used 
to treat children with a severe form of epilepsy.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   3/22/16 
Subject:  Education 
Description:  Dade Middle School in Dallas has had a history of problems. Some 

community leaders want the Dallas school district to boost 
neighborhood involvement and turn Dade into what’s called a 
community school. Some folks believe more community and 
parental involvement would make a difference there.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   3/22/16 
Subject:  Health/Science/Technology 
Description:  Last week, the NFL admitted for the first time that football is linked 

to brain damage. It’s something researchers have documented for 
years. Now, a new study conducted at Texas Christian University 
shows a component of fish oil could help reduce the brain-
damaging effects of head trauma.  

 
Program:  KERA News 
Date:   3/24/16 
Subject:  Education 
Description:  A race for a seat on the State Board of Education representing 

Northeast Texas is getting an unusual amount of attention. A 
controversial candidate’s Facebook posts have left many across 
the country concerned about the influence Texas has over 
education beyond its borders. But changing policy both in the state 
and outside of it have made Texas less influential than it used to 
be.  

 
Think 
 
Program:  Think 
Date:   1/7/16 
Description:  In April 2011, 358 tornados obliterated parts of 21 states, killing 348 

in the process. This hour, we’ll hear the stories of people who 
survived the destruction – and we’ll talk about what can be applied 
to those affected by the recent North Texas tornados – with Kim 
Cross. She’s the author of “What Stands in a Storm: Three Days in 
the Worst Superstorm to Hit the South's Tornado Alley” (Atria 
Books). 

 



Program:  Think 
Date:   1/18/16 
Description:  Teju Cole is a writer, art historian, photographer and critic. And 

tonight, he’ll deliver the keynote presentation at The Dallas Institute 
of Humanities and Culture’s MLK Symposium. This hour, we’ll talk 
to him about how our national conversation about race has evolved 
in the age of social media – and about the artist’s role in that 
conversation. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   1/20/16 
Description:  The last Democrat to serve as Governor of Texas was Ann 

Richards – 20 years ago. Her campaign was managed by Mary 
Beth Rogers, who’s been actively searching for a path back to a 
Democratic controlled Lone Star State ever since. This hour, we’ll 
talk with Rogers about her strategy, which she writes about in 
“Turning Texas Blue: What It Will Take to Break the GOP Grip on 
America's Reddest State” (St. Martin’s Press). 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   1/25/16 
Description:  The economy. Healthcare. Immigration. These are just some of the 

many issues on voters’ minds this election season. This hour, we’ll 
talk about the matters important to Texas voters – and about which 
issues spur them to become politically active - with TCU political 
science professor James Riddlesperger and UTA political science 
professor Rebecca Deen. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   2/2/16 
Description:  About two dozen countries in Central and South America are 

battling the spread of the Zika virus. Pregnant women have been 
warned about traveling to these regions as the virus can cause 
severe birth defects. This hour, we’ll talk about what we need to 
know about Zika – and about attempts to control the outbreak – 
with Dr. Seema Yasmin, an infectious disease specialist who also 
writes about health for “The Dallas Morning News.” 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   2/4/16  
Description:  For months, Europe has been struggling to handle an influx of 

refugees from Syria and the Middle East; Denmark just decided to 
seize the assets of potential refugees. The United States and 
Canada have been wrestling with this issue as well - with some 
American politicians calling for an outright ban on refugees who are 
Muslim or from certain countries. This hour, in partnership with the 
World Affairs Council of Dallas-Fort Worth, we’ll talk about how the 
refugee question is playing out across the globe and here in North 
Texas. Our panel includes Ryan Crocker, the former U.S. 



ambassador to Iraq and Afghanistan; State Senator Don Huffines; 
and Jennifer Sime, senior vice president of U.S. programs for the 
International Rescue Committee. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   2/15/16  
Description:  Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia, who died over the weekend 

in West Texas at the age of 79, was the anchor of the court's 
conservative wing and a devoted Constitutional originalist. This 
hour, we'll talk about Scalia with Bryan Garner, the editor-in-chief of 
Black's Law Dictionary who was both a collaborator and friend. And 
later in the hour, we'll talk with Royal Furgeson, dean of the UNT 
Dallas College of Law, about what Scalia's death means for the 
court going forward. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   2/18/16 
Description:  Between the Internet and social media, the number of tools that 

journalists use to cover breaking news has grown exponentially in 
recent years. This hour, we’ll talk about the evolution of reporting 
these stories with NPR Texas correspondent Wade Goodwyn and 
John McCaa of WFAA. He’ll participate in “Covering Tragedy: 
Journalism in a Changing World,” a panel discussion tonight at The 
Sixth Floor Museum. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   3/2/16  
Description:  For people trying to immigrate to the United States legally, the 

average wait for a hearing in immigrant court sits at two years. And 
nearly 500,000 people are standing in line. This hour, we'll talk 
about the logjam - and if anything can be done about it - with 
Dianne Solis, who writes about the issue in "The Dallas Morning 
News." 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   3/3/16  
Description:  Texas Sen. Ted Cruz won the Republican primary on Super 

Tuesday in his home state. Yet Donald Trump still holds a 
commanding lead in the battle for the party nomination. This hour, 
we’ll talk about the current state of the G.O.P. with Dallas County 
party chairman Wade Emmert and Neal Katz, executive director of 
the Collin County Republican Party. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:  3/9/16  
Description:  Dallas Theater Center’s “All The Way” looks at Lyndon Baines 

Johnson’s early days in the Oval Office and follows the 36th 
president through his hard-fought re-election. This hour, we’ll talk 
about what the play has to say about partisan gridlock and political 



power with its director, Kevin Moriarty, and star Brandon Potter. “All 
The Way” runs at the Wyly Theatre through April 3. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   3/10/16  
Description:  Hillary Clinton currently leads the race to be the Democrats’ 

presidential nominee, though Sen. Bernie Sanders remains a viable 
challenger. This hour, we’ll talk about the current state of the party 
with Dallas County Democratic Party chair Carol Donovan, Collin 
County chair Mike Rawlins and Tarrant County chair Deborah 
Peoples. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   3/10/16  
Description:  Vicki Meek has managed the South Dallas Cultural Center for 

nearly 20 years and has been a vibrant contributor to the city’s 
artistic landscape since the early 1980s. This hour, ahead of her 
retirement this month, we’ll talk with Meek about being a practicing 
artist and administrator in North Texas – and about the direction of 
the community she’s fostered for decades. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   3/14/16  
Description:  Duchenne muscular dystrophy progressively weakens muscles – 

including the heart – and is eventually fatal. Sufferers and their 
families have new reason to be hopeful, though, after UT 
Southwestern Medical Center researchers were able to stop the 
disease in mice. This hour, we'll talk about the possibility of 
applying the same technique – gene editing – to humans with Eric 
Olson of UT-Southwestern, as well as Ben and Debbie Dupree, a 
mother-son team that is currently battling the disease. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   3/15/16  
Description:  Cook Children’s Medical Center in Fort Worth is participating in a 

trial program to see if a compound found in marijuana can be used 
to treat children with epilepsy. This hour, we’ll talk about the 
potential outcomes of the trial – and what they could mean for the 
future of medical marijuana in Texas – with Dr. Scott Perry, who’s 
heading the study at Cook Children’s. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   3/16/16  
Description:  It’s been nearly three months since the Dec. 26 tornadoes rolled 

through North Texas, completely upending the lives of people who 
lived in their path. This hour, as part of the KERA series “One Crisis 
Away: Rebuilding a Life,” we’ll talk about how to recover from 
trauma with Jeff Quan, a counselor at Eastfield College, and Dr. 



Ann Marie Warren, staff psychologist at Baylor University Medical 
Center. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   3/24/16  
Description:  About 300 people live in a homeless encampment called Tent City 

underneath a stretch of I-45 in Dallas. The city plans to close down 
the settlement by May, which raises the question of where these 
people will go. This hour, we’ll talk about the options with Dallas 
Morning News reporter Tasha Tsiaperas and Rebecca Cox, vice 
president of Metro Dallas Homeless Alliance. 

 
Program:  Think 
Date:   3/29/16  
Description:  For the last three months, KERA reporter Courtney Collins has 

followed some of the North Texas families affected by the Dec. 26 
tornadoes. This hour, we’ll talk with her about how these families 
are recovering physically and emotionally, the subject of the KERA 
series One Crisis Away: Rebuilding a Life. 

 
Art&Seek Calendar 
 
Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             1/6/16  
Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including The King Lives, an Elvis birthday concert at 
the Irving Arts Center, Fame the musical at Dallas City 
Performance Hall, and a screening of the 1927 silent film The Kid 
Brother with newly composed organ accompaniment at Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church in Plano. 

 
Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             1/13/16  
Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including the discussion "Hamlet: He's Not Suicidal 
and He Doesn't Want His Mother!" at the Denton Public Library, a 
concert version of Aida at Dallas City Performance Hall, and a 
concert at W.E. Scott Theatre in Fort Worth with Ballet Frontier of 
Texas, Dallas Black Dance Theatre II, and Dark Circles 
Contemporary Dance. 

 
Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             1/20/16  
Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including Lyric Stage’s concert version of Romberg 
and Hammerstein’s operetta The New Moon with the original 
orchestrations at Irving Arts Center, the Fort Worth Symphony 
Orchestra’s “A Night at the Oscars” at Bass Hall, and an exhibition 



of works by Bireswar Sen at the Crow Collection of Asian Art in 
Dallas. 

 
Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             1/27/16  

Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including a discussion of Women in the Arts at the 

DMA, the comedy The Man with Bogart’s Face at Granville Arts 

Center, and “Decadence: Fashions from the 1920s” at the Galleria 

Dallas. 

Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 

Date:             2/3/16  
Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including the musical Assassins at Backdoor Theatre 
in Wichita Falls, the multi-media show “Apollo’s Flight” at the Latino 
Cultural Center, and the exhibition “Jeff Parrott: The Universe Is a 
Room We All Live In and I Am a Modern Shaman and We Are All 
Aliens” at the MAC.  

 
Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             2/10/16  
Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including the music and dance revue Her Song at Bath 
House Cultural Center, a screening of A Star is Born at the Amon 
Carter Museum of American Art in Fort Worth, and a soul food 
cooking demonstration at Tarrant County College’s South Campus 
in Fort Worth. 

 
Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             2/17/16  
Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including the Hollywood-themed Art in the Dark at the 
Amon Carter Museum of American Art in Fort Worth, Birds and 
Brew at the Trinity River Audubon Center in Dallas, and the 
Keyboard Conversation “The Golden Age of the Piano” at the 
Eisemann Center in Richardson. 

 
Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             2/24/16  
Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including an exhibition of political posters at the Sixth 
Floor Museum in Dallas, the original dance and music piece “Le 
Mozart Noir: The Untold Tale” at Booker T. Washington, and Rent 
at Casa Manana in Fort Worth. 

 
 
 
 



Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             3/2/16  
Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural 

events in North Texas including an exhibition of Venezuelan art at 
Blue House Too in Allen, Footloose at Art Centre Theatre in Plano, 
and the Fort Worth Youth Orchestra's Spring Concert, “Cowboys 
and Culture'' at Bass Hall. 

 

Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             3/9/16  

Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including the exhibition “Bullets and Bustles: 

Costumes of Lonesome Dove” at the National Cowgirl Museum and 

Hall of Fame in Fort Worth, “The Sounds Of New Orleans: A 

Tribute To Louis Armstrong” at Bass Hall, and the comedy Light Up 

the Sky at Theatre Three in Dallas. 

 

Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 

Date:             3/16/16  
Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including the musical Gypsy at Backdoor Theatre in 
Wichita Falls, Highlights from the Ruth and Lyle Sellers Medical 
Collection at SMU’s Bridwell Library, and the concert “The Reason 
for the Journey” with Voices of Change at Dallas City Performance 
Hall. 

 
Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             3/23/16  

Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including the play Stage Kiss at UNT’s Studio Theater 

in Denton, the cabaret show Carolyn Lee Jones Sings the Johnny 

Mercer Songbook at Kitchen Café in Dallas, and Texas Ballet 

Theater’s Cinderella at Bass Hall. 

 

Program:       Art&Seek Calendar 
Date:             3/30/16  
Description:   Producer Shelley Kenneavy reported on arts and cultural events in 

North Texas including the 2nd annual Arts All Night at the Patterson-
Appleton Art Center in Denton, Handel’s Messiah at Dallas City 
Performance Hall, and a reading of the play Sisters at the Kalita 
Humphreys Center. 

 
 


