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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 1st Quarter 2022
Jan-Mar
KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
1st Quarter 2022

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
first quarter of 2022: 

1. Community

2. Public Safety and Crime

3. Health 

4. Politics 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
1st Quarter 2022

COMMUNITY
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Feb 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.   Mar 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  2 Days 2 Hours 22 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on community happenings that affected the station’s viewing area 
in the first quarter of 2022.  Two topics of interest for Angelenos were about the Los Angeles 
Rams’ road to Super Bowl LVI and the 94th Academy Awards.

Eyewitness News followed the L.A. Rams’ journey to Super Bowl LVI the entire 2021 NFL 
season.  The Rams were the National Football Conference (NFC) champion, and defeated the 
American Football Conference (AFC) champion Cincinnati Bengals, 23–20, for the Super Bowl 
title. The game was played on February 13, 2022, at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, California, 
the home stadium of the Rams, marking the second consecutive and second overall Super Bowl to 
feature a team playing and winning in its home stadium.    

ABC7 covered how local companies came up with ways to celebrate Rams playoffs game before 
their matchup at the Super Bowl. World famous Randy's Donuts in Inglewood had whipped up 
individual creations for Rams and Cardinals. Both were football shaped with team colors and 
names, and filled with Bavarian cream.  Local Huntington Park bakery "Los Angelitos Bakery" 
had made conchas in Rams color, putting blue and yellow paste on the tasty treat, baking them 
fresh everyday leading up to game day. The bakery also had special Rams cupcakes with a helmet 
on top.

After the Ram’s big win, Eyewitness News devoted airtime covering the celebrations that followed.  
The city of Los Angeles held a victory parade for them on February 16, 2022.  Rams fans cheered 
the Super Bowl champions during the parade and rally near Exposition Park. Countless fans clad 
in a sea of yellow and blue lined the streets as the champions traveled toward the L.A. Memorial 
Coliseum, where the Rams played from 2016-19 while the SoFi Stadium was being built. That is 
also where the team's home was when the Rams first arrived in Los Angeles back in 1946.  Also in 
honor of the Ram’s victory, the famous Hollywood sign landmark got a makeover in celebration of 
the Super Bowl champions, and was transformed from the word “Hollywood” to the words "Rams 
House" for a couple of days.

The Super Bowl alone was projected to inject at least half a billion dollars directly into the region's 
economy, according to Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti. A report by economic research firm 
Micronomics had estimated twenty-two million dollars to be collected in tax revenue, with 2,200 
to 4,700 new jobs created as a result.
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COMMUNITY (continued)
ABC7 also devoted significant airtime covering the 94th Academy Awards ceremony, also known 
as the Oscars.  The award show honored the best films released between March 1 and December 
31, 2021, at the Dolby Theatre, located on Hollywood Boulevard in Los Angeles on March 27, 
2022. Every day the week of the awards, ABC7’s Entertainment Reporter George Pennacchio had 
provided numerous Oscar preview pieces and reported live each day from Hollywood Boulevard 
ahead of the big day.  On Oscar Sunday, the station not only aired the awards show, but also the 
locally produced and nationally syndicated “On the Red Carpet” programs that included: “On the 
Red Carpet at the Oscars,” “On the Red Carpet After the Awards,” and “On the Red Carpet After 
Dark.”  The programs covered the fashions on the red carpet, countless interviews with celebrities 
before and after the show, and recaps of all the big moments of the evening.

The 94th Academy Awards show included many firsts:  Troy Kotsur became the first male deaf 
actor to win the Oscar, and only second actor ever after his co-star Marlee Matlin; Ariana 
DeBose became the first Afro–Latin American and the first queer woman of color to win for 
acting; show producer Will Packer made history as part of the award show's first all-Black 
producing team.  

But the evening will undoubtedly be most remembered for the moment actor Will Smith walked 
onstage and slapped comedian Chris Rock in the face after Rock made a joke about Smith's 
wife, Jada Pinkett Smith. The incident received heavy news coverage and largely overshadowed 
the rest of the ceremony, including Smith’s own win in the Best Actor category for his portrayal of 
"Richard Williams" in the movie "King Richard."  It was his first win and the third time he had 
been nominated for an Oscar.
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PUBLIC SAFETY AND CRIME
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Feb 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.   Mar 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  1 Day 18 Hours 46 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted airtime on public safety and crime issues during the first quarter 
of 2022.   Viewers took notice of was the different ways crimes were being committed in Los 
Angeles.

ABC7 viewers learned of "porch pirate" thieves who were stealing packages before they even 
arrived to their destinations, by targeting cargo trains.  On January 20, 2022, California Governor 
Gavin Newsom visited the Union Pacific train tracks near downtown Los Angeles, where the site 
was littered with thousands of boxes. Some of the boxes were packages from companies like UPS, 
Amazon, and FedEx. Thieves were breaking into trains and taking what they wanted and tossing 
the rest aside.

Many of these items had arrived at the ports and were being moved by train, only to end up 
alongside train tracks. Union Pacific had said that it may stop operating in Los Angeles County 
following the increase in thefts. The company blamed, in part, Los Angeles District Attorney 
George Gascón for his policies. Gascón’s 2020 special directive had made certain misdemeanors, 
like trespassing, less severe.  They had wanted these thieves to face harsher consequences. Union 
Pacific had said that they had increased the number of special agents on site, including bringing in 
agents from other states. They had also said that officers patrolling the area had arrested more than 
one hundred people in the past few months but had not once been contacted for any court 
proceedings.

Eyewitness News also alerted viewers to the alarming string of robberies involving students who 
were walking to or from school.  In early February 2022, police had issued a community alert 
when at least four Fremont High School students over the past few previous weeks had been 
robbed in South Los Angeles. Police had said that the victims had been punched, grabbed or 
pepper-sprayed for their jewelry, and were warning students to not openly display jewelry or cell 
phones while walking to school, and to be aware of their surroundings.

In one case, a student was threatened with a knife and as she had tried to run away, the suspect 
pulled her hair and snatched her chain. That incident occurred after two sisters had been robbed of 
their cell phones while walking to Fairfax High School. An hour after the teen girls were robbed, 
another student on his way to Los Angeles High School was robbed of his cellphone by the same 
suspects, who used the same getaway car. 

One arrest was made in the robbery case of the two sisters walking in the Fairfax District, but they 
were still looking for others involved. No arrests had been made in the robberies near Fremont 
High.
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HEALTH
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Feb 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.   Mar 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  1 Day 1 Hours 6 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered the various health topics of interest to its Southern California 
audience.  But for over two years, the main health topic that continued to effect people both around 
the world and in Los Angeles, remained the novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-19.  From 
new variants to the latest on mask mandates, the station continued to update viewers on all aspects 
related to the coronavirus throughout first quarter of 2022.  

Eyewitness News informed its audience of the surge in COVID cases due to the Omicron variant, 
first detected in California in late November of 2021.  Omicron was proving to be more infectious 
but less severe compared to the earlier strain, the Delta Variant. By the end of January 2022, new 
case numbers were showing the impact of Omicron after the holidays. At the time, California had 
exceeded eight million total coronavirus cases with 2.5 million cases having been added since the 
beginning of 2022, which meant that one in every five people had become infected across the state. 

Although by the end of January 2022 the winter surge brought on by the Omicron variant had 
appeared to be easing, cases of Omicron's new subvariant, known as BA.2 or the "stealth" variant, 
were being detected in Los Angeles.  The BA.2 subvariant would continue to spread throughout 
Los Angeles for the remainder of first quarter.  Experts had suggested BA.2 as being at least 30% 
even more contagious than Omicron.  By the end of March 2022, LA County health officials were 
saying that the Omicron BA.2 subvariant was accounting for nearly 15% of all sequenced cases for 
the first week of March, more than doubling the previous week. Experts were watching for a 
potential new COVID surge in the US, saying recent changes could hurt the ability to see the 
beginning of a new wave. Those changes include the decision by federal officials to reduce labs 
hunting for variants, while increasingly focusing on hospital admissions, which rise only after a 
surge has arrived. 

ABC7 also reported that although California and Los Angeles County had lifted its mask mandates 
on March 12, 2022, the Los Angeles Unified School District had chosen not to lift their mandate 
until March 23, 2022.  The LAUSD Board of Educations had signed off on the plan after the union 
representing the district's teachers, United Teachers Los Angeles (UTLA), approved the new 
guidelines. Masking, however, would still be required for staff and students in Early Education 
Centers where students were not yet eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.  The district's labor 
agreements also called for continued weekly COVID testing of all students and staff through the 
end of the school year with masks "strongly recommended" indoors. The district also must 
continue to offer KN95 or N95 masks to any employee who requests them, and provide take-home 
COVID tests to all students and staff, who would be instructed to take the tests prior to returning 
from spring break. The agreement will be in place until June 30, 2022. Additional talks are 
expected later to determine protocols for the next school year.
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POLITICS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Feb 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.   Mar 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  23 Hours 19 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted significant airtime to politics during the first quarter of 2022.  One 
topic of particular interest was the war on Ukraine and the local impact it had on Southern 
Californians.  On a more local level, the other topic that concerned Angelenos was the potential 
strike by California grocery workers.  

ABC7 covered how in early February of 2022, U.S. President Joe Biden had ordered 3,000 U.S. 
troops to Eastern Europe to back up NATO forces.  The move came as Russia continued its 
military build-up along Ukraine's borders.  Then, on the morning of February, 24, 2022, Russian 
President Vladmir Putin announced a "special military operation" to "demilitarize and denazify" 
Ukraine.  Internationally considered an act of aggression, the Russian invasion has triggered 
Europe's largest refugee crisis since World War II, with more than 4.1 million Ukrainians leaving 
the country and a quarter of the population displaced.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine had an almost immediate economic impact in the United States as 
the Dow Jones took a steep drop (before rallying in late trading) the day of the invasion.  Oil prices 
spiked, marking the increase in gas prices that would continue to climb throughout first quarter, 
breaking record high prices almost on a daily basis in California.

Also on the day of the invasion, hundreds of people had gathered outside of the federal building in 
Westwood to rally in support of Ukraine.  Los Angeles is home to a large Ukranian population, 
and some in that crowd had family back in Ukraine who they had still been waiting to hear from.  
Protestors had held signs asking for stronger sanctions as well as more U.S. and international 
involvement. Another protest took place later that day in Studio City.

Eyewitness News covered how some businesses in the U.S. were getting boycotted or targeted 
because people thought they were Russian-owned. In some cases, the owners were actually 
Ukrainian. Daniel Lerman changed the name of his West Hollywood passport and foreign travel 
business from Russian Universal Services to Dokument U.S.A. He was born and raised in Ukraine. 
"They think we are affiliated with Russian government, but this is not so. We help Ukrainians, we 
help Jewish people, we help Russian people. When I came to this country. There was no 
separation. We all speak Russian. We all came from the Soviet Union."  Threats were not the only 
things hurting Lerman's business. A large part of his service had included processing travel visas to 
Russia, but his customers had been too scared to visit.

As first quarter 2022 drew to a close, several rounds of peace talks continued between Ukraine and 
Russia, but no agreements had yet been reached.  
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POLITICS (continued)
The other topic of interest to Southern Californians was the ongoing battle between grocery 
workers and several major supermarket chains that included Ralphs, Albertsons, Vons and 
Pavilions.

Eyewitness News viewers learned that thousands of grocery workers in Southern California had 
been working without a contract after their most recent one expired in early March 2022.  Workers 
were demanding higher wages, better benefits and more staffing. Ralphs officials had said that the 
average wage for its nearly 30,000 employees in the California was nineteen dollars an hour. When 
adding health care coverage and pension, they contended that the total compensation was twenty-
five dollars an hour. Grocery stores were offering a sixty-cent per hour annual pay hike and no 
increases in health care costs.

But workers had argued that Kroger, Ralphs’ parent company, had doubled its profits to four 
billion dollars during the pandemic while stores remain understaffed and store workers struggled to 
put food on the table. “What I want to tell Kroger is that we are essential. We are your workers. 
We've been here day in and day out standing up for you, our customers, and the company. We just 
want to be treated fairly. We want fair wages and we want those profits to trickle down to our 
wages so that I can take my family out to dinner without worrying.”  Employees were asking for a 
five dollar an hour wage hike over the next three years. They also wanted improved safety 
standards and better scheduling.  Local branches across Southern California had also filed unfair 
labor practice charges against the companies.

On March 27, 2022, Southern California grocery workers overwhelmingly voted to authorize their 
union to call a strike. The “yes'' vote did not mean that a strike was a certainty, but it did authorize 
the union to call one, if they could not break through in negotiations. Negotiations continued 
through the end of first quarter 2022, but no agreements had yet been reached. 


