
WHMX Quarterly Issues Report 

October 1 – December 31, 2019 

 

Section I.   Issues 
 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

 

A. Education:  Changes in education that impact the community. 

 

B. Health and Safety:  Issues dealing with health and local safety and/or crime that impact the community. 

 

C. Family Issues:  Issues that directly impact families, youth and religion. 

 

D. State and Local Economy:  Issues affecting the state, local residents and personal finances 

 

E. Other:  Other Issues of significant importance to the local community. 

 

 

Section II.  Responsive Programs 
 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues.   Programming 

dealing with each issue is set out below:  

A.  Education 
Solution FM with Tim   10/02/19  11:20 AM   News Clip 

The 2020-21 Federal Student Aid program  (FAFSA) launched on October 1st.  You can now report your 2018 

income and will not need to update it after filing your 2019 taxes.   

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/25/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 

For all those University of Maine alums out there, it’s Homecoming Weekend at the Big Blue, with all the 

events you’ve come to love: a big football game with tailgating, the annual Maine Marketplace at the Field 

House, tours of various UMaine facilities, musical performances and much more. For a full list of events, visit 

umainehomecoming.com.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/28/19  11:30 AM   News Clip 

If you're going to a University of Maine basketball game or concert at the Cross Center, there are some security 

changes. All guests can be searched before you go in, there’ll be metal detectors, small clutch purses are 

allowed but larger purses are not. You can find more about this policy by going to: 

https://www.crossinsurancecenter.com/security-policy/  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/20/19  1:30 PM   News Clip 

The Bangor School Department budget could see a sizable increase next year driven by the cost of updates to 

aging school facilities and another incoming kindergarten class with significant special education needs. 

Superintendent Betsy Webb offered a preliminary look at the school system’s 2020-21 budget Wednesday 

during a joint meeting of the Bangor School Committee and City Council. The school department said it has at 

least $7.5 million in facilities upgrades to do in the next school year, and that it would look to either an increase 

in the budget or a bond to fund the work.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/31/19  11:20 AM   News Clip 

https://www.crossinsurancecenter.com/security-policy/


The University of Maine is lowering tuition for out-of-state students in their Master of Business Administration 

program. Only 4% students in the program are from other states. UMaine believes that will increase to up to 

20% in the next two years.  Tuition will drop from just shy of $44,000 to just over $23,000. The new rate makes 

the program competitively priced with other universities in the region.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/31/19  10:30 AM   News Clip 

College Application season in full swing. Time to fill out FAFSA. 

B.  Health and Safety 
Solution FM with Tim   10/07/19  10:30 AM   News Clip 

They may look adorable as they make their way across your picnic table or the leaves of your favorite bush, but 

don't pick them up, for good reason.  Maine has a couple of caterpillars crawling around out there this time of 

year that when touched can initially create a soft  burning, stinging sensation, which could very well turn into a 

full blown rash that could last for weeks.  Of course both eventually turn into moths that will fly away, but not 

before leaving you or maybe a young child in pain for a while.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/07/19  1:15 PM   News Clip 

Wear your orange… The archery season for deer began Saturday and runs until the first Friday in 

November.  The regular archery season is followed by the firearms season, which runs from Nov. 4 to Nov. 30.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/08/19  11:15 AM   News Clip 

Some disturbing graffiti has popped up in Bangor. Some of it is on the side of a garage on Bolling Drive. A 

neighbor tells us someone painted over a portion of it to include a swastika. Similar graffiti was found on 

another nearby garage and across the street from the neighborhood in the Airport Mall parking lot. Police are 

investigating and welcome your help. 

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/08/19  1:10 PM   News Clip 

A program aimed at maintaining roads by using a road sealant has been suspended by the Maine Department of 

Transportation. It comes on the heels of a complaint about slippery road conditions and multiple crashes on a 

stretch of Route 225 in Rome treated with the seal. Between long winters and big trucks, Maine's roads get beat 

up. The Maine Department of Transportation uses a number of methods to maintain the roads -- including fog 

seal.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/10/19  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Millennials are losing cash to scammers (We can all learn something from others)  So you think retirees are the 

only ones being targeted by scammers? Not at all.   Millennials in their 20s and 30s are falling at a fast clip for 

online shopping fraud, con artists who pretend to be your boss, imposters who pretend to be from the federal 

government, fake check scams and business opportunities or work-at-home jobs.  Millennials, for example, are 

twice as likely as people who are 40 and older to report losing money while shopping online, according to 

reports to the Federal Trade Commission's Consumer Sentinel Network.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/13/19  10:40 AM   News Clip 

October 26th is National Drug Take Back Day  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/24/19  10:10 AM   News Clip 

Crime in Maine dropped for the 7th straight year. The decline of 9.3 percent in overall crimes from 2017 to 2018 

is the largest percentage drop in crime in the past four years.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/30/19  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Folks who live in Old Town and Milford can sign up for free smoke alarms. They'll be installed on Saturday, 

November 2nd. Besides installing battery-powered smoke alarms, teams will check existing alarms and help 



residents create emergency escape plans for their homes.  The firefighters are partnering with the Red Cross 

which says that since its launch five years ago, the home fire campaign has saved 11 lives in Maine. You can 

sign up for an appointment at soundthealarm.org/maine, or call 874-1192.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/31/19  12:40 PM   News Clip 

Dentists across Maine are once again offering free dental care on Friday as part of the annual Dentists Who 

Care For Me initiative. Three dental offices in our region are volunteering their time to offer services to those 

who can't afford them.  Appointments are available on a first-come, first-served basis.  

 

Augusta, Gentle Family Dentistry, 295 State St., Hours: 8 a.m. - noon 

Camden, Seasons of Smiles, 100 Elm St., Hours: 8 a.m. -1 p.m. 

Skowhegan, Northwoods Dental, 327 North Ave., Hours: 8 a.m. - noon 

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/4/19  11:30 AM   News Clip 

A walk in the woods is good for the soul…just make sure you wear orange  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/05/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 

New study shows too much screen time slows brain development. All things in moderation…  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/14/19  11:30 AM   News Clip 

The Bangor Water District offers reminders to help keep your pipes from freezing. Before the weather gets 

really cold it's important to drain and disconnect outdoor faucets and shut them off inside.  Also, make sure 

warm air circulates around pipes by opening the doors to cupboards and closets that contain pipes. We are told 

drafts are what cause pipes to freeze the most.  For more tips on frozen pipes, you can visit Bangor Water 

District on Facebook.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/14/19  1:10 PM   News Clip 

Take care of yourself and keep your immune system up…Drug-resistant "superbugs" infect 2.8 million people 

and cause more than 35,000 deaths each year, underscoring the enormous public health threat of germs in what 

one official describes as a "post-antibiotic era," according to a new Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

report. The CDC said there are nearly twice as many deaths from antibiotic-resistant infections compared to the 

agency's 2013 report, which likely underestimated the numbers.   "You and I are living in a time when some 

miracle drugs no longer perform miracles and families are being ripped apart by a microscopic enemy," 

Redfield wrote.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/18/19  10:30 AM   News Clip 

This year's flu season is getting an early start. 30 states are already recording flu activity and for this time of the 

year, that's the highest number seen in decades. Health officials say it's more important than ever to get a flu 

shot now, and so far, the vaccine appears to be a good match to fight the active strains making people sick. 

According to the CDC, most people who get sick with the flu do not need medical care and will recover within 

about two weeks. In fact, in California, Louisiana and Maryland cases of flu are already widespread. Alabama, 

Florida, Indiana, Nevada, New Hampshire, Tennessee and Texas are seeing regional cases of the virus.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/25/19  10:20 AM   News Clip 

Porch Pirates “When people take packages off of peoples porch -they see an opportunity to basically steal the 

package after they've been delivered and it's a nationwide issue but fortunately we really haven't seen much of it 

around here,” said Officer, Cole Pelletier of Fort Kent Police Department.  Pelletier says that people do this 

because they can sell the contents in the package and make a profit.  He adds that if you are concerned about 

people stealing your packages, there are ways to prevent it.  “These people are opportunists so if they see 

something out on the porch they will go get it but maybe if they have to open a door they may not necessarily 

open the door or try and break in,” said Pelletier. “So if you have it behind the door even that helps out and 



definitely like I said call us and video surveillance is really good too it kind of gets you read handed if you 

will.”  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/26/19  11:10 AM   News Clip 

Thanksgiving travel forecast: less than optimal.  Thanksgiving travel troubles are likely this week as two storms 

track across the nation, bringing a miserable mix of rain, snow and wind from coast to coast. The first storm 

will dump heavy snow, as much as 6-12 inches, across portions of the western and central U.S. on Tuesday and 

into Wednesday. Wind-driven snow will spread from Colorado to Michigan into Tuesday night and dangerous 

travel conditions will exist in these areas because of low visibility and slick roads. After the storm moves 

through the East, howling winds will be the main issue across portions of the Midwest and Northeast into 

Thanksgiving Day. Another strong storm will roar ashore into the West Coast later Tuesday and into 

Wednesday. This storm threatens to bring rain to much of California, including San Francisco and Sacramento. 

Safe travels!  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/04/19  11:20 AM   News Clip 

Make sure to replace any lights with worn cords, and don’t leave them on overnight or while you’re away. 

When picking a tree, make sure it’s nice and green and not dried out, and that the needles don’t fall off when 

you touch it. Keep it watered, don’t place your tree too close to a candle or heat source.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/12/19  1:10 PM   News Clip 

The Maine CDC reports three cases of whooping cough has broken out at Freeport high school in the last two 

weeks. Maine has the highest rate of whooping cough in the country, and is reporting 337 cases through 

October of this year. 

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/18/19  10:15 AM   News Clip 

UPS verified that during peak holiday season, some jobs are done by seasonal employees, who drive their 

personal vehicles. Nice observation! During our busiest time of the year, we actually have driver helpers out 

making deliveries. Not all of our driver helpers will be in UPS marked vehicles, or be dressed in UPS uniforms. 

No need to be alarmed, but thanks for noticing.   

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/18/19  1:30 PM   News Clip 

Flu season hitting Maine earlier than usual. Before it even arrived, Maine medical officials predicted this flu 

season was going to be tougher than what we’ve seen in years past.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/23/19  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Our hometown has been rocked to the core. One of our classmates has lost his young son, Gage, 15, in a terrible 

accident. Gage was a freshman at Schenck High School in East Millinocket. Our community, Gage's classmates 

and the Hale family are devastated by this sudden, tragic loss.  The SHS Class of 1991, in support of our 

classmate Greylen Hale, Gage's father, have set up this donation page to help with the expenses of this 

tragedy,  during this very difficult time of year. We want to ease the financial part of this loss for them. We 

thank you for your support. Anything and everything is greatly appreciated. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/expense-for-hale-family Trying to raise 16.5K and are very close. 

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/23/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 

This time of year, most people aren't thinking about caterpillars, but now is the best time to remove browntail 

caterpillars from trees. Browntail caterpillars cause a poison ivy-like rash and they are impacting a broad swath 

of Maine. Contact with this caterpillar's hairs can cause severe reactions for some individuals. Browntail 

caterpillars spend the winter webbed in silken wrapped leaves on the tips of hardwood branches, especially oak 

and fruit trees. Now through mid-April is when to look for the bright white silk tying a few leaves to the tips of 

oak and fruit tree branches.  If you see a web, clip it out and destroy it by dropping it in a bucket of soapy water 

and soaking it overnight; do not leave it on the ground. If they are out of reach, call and schedule professional 

help.  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/expense-for-hale-family


 

Solution FM with Tim   12/24/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 

Last December, more than 800 people died in drunk driving crashes across the country. 

  

Solution FM with Tim   12/24/19  1:15 PM   News Clip 

Thirteen fires across the state over the last week have left two people dead and at least 18 people homeless. It is 

not unusual to have bursts of fires around the state in December, when people start using faulty heating systems. 

Typically, alternative heating devices, such as kerosene heaters or electric stoves, are set too close to sources of 

combustion, like blankets or cloth furniture. Or, grime left in insufficiently cleaned burners and chimneys 

catches fire, Thomas said.  

C.  Family Issues 
Solution FM with Tim   10/09/19  12:10 PM   News Clip 

If it's time for a just a trim or to add a little spice with a fun hair extension, Ulta Beauty in Bangor is offering 

salon services with 100% of proceeds going to a popular organization.  Cut for a Cause will take place this 

Sunday, Oct. 13th from 11 am to 6 pm at the store located at 482 Stillwater Avenue. Ulta Beauty will be 

offering a $20 haircut or styling, $10 10-minute facials, and $10 pink extensions. One-hundred percent of the 

proceeds will benefit the Breast Cancer Research Foundation.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/13/19  10:40 AM   News Clip 

It's fall and that means leaves are littering lawns around the country. Time to take out the rake and bag up them 

up, right? Wrong. Environmental experts say raking leaves and removing them from your property is bad not 

only for your lawn but for the planet as a whole.  Although people often rake fallen leaves and send them to a 

landfill to prevent their lawns from being smothered and to make yards look better, in most cases, you're fine 

not moving them."Just leave them where they are and grind them up," said John Sorochan, a professor of 

turfgrass science at University of Tennessee.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/28//19  10:10 AM   News Clip 

From my friend Eric…We are still selling Krispy Kreme donuts as a fundraiser for Bangor High Project 

Graduation. We will be taking orders until the Wednesday October 30th. The cost is $10.00 per dozen and 

money is due when the orders are placed. Delivery will be Sunday November 3rd. You can either pick up at 

Bangor High School between 3:00-4:30 on November 3rd or can be delivered. Please help us raise money to 

provide a safe celebration for our seniors after graduation.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/29/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 

Over 600 items were donated by volunteers from all over the state as part of 'Hats for the Homeless,' which has 

been operating in Bangor since 2014. The Brick Church will also be opening as a warming shelter this winter. 

We offer a bunch of different recovery classes. We offer different craft classes. We're open 10-4 Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday with free clothing, toiletries, furniture, household items for anyone in need." If 

you're interested in helping, you can find out more at Hats for the Homeless Bangor dot com.  
 

Solution FM with Tim   10/30/19  12:40 PM   News Clip 

Rideout's Automotive is offering a free synthetic oil change to 50 U.S. veterans, active duty personnel, or 

spouses of deceased veterans November 9th, and you have to call ahead to reserve a spot.  Snacks and coffee 

will also be provided. To reserve a spot, call 989-2344.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/30/19  10:10 AM   News Clip 

Bangor voters! You can ride the Community Connector bus FREE on Election Day, Tuesday, November 5th. 

The bus will take you right to the polls at the Cross Insurance Center and back to home or work. In addition, 

there will be a free trolley shuttle running from Downtown Bangor to the polls all day. 



 

Solution FM with Tim   11/05/19  10:15 AM   News Clip 

Tuesday is Election Day. Only 10-20% of eligible voters are expected because it’s a presidential and 

congressional off-year. Two referendum questions, Mayors, city councilors. Bangor voters will not have to 

worry about going through security at the cross center. Bangor voters! You can ride the Community Connector 

bus FREE on Election Day, Tuesday, November 5th. The bus will take you right to the polls at the Cross 

Insurance Center and back to home or work. In addition, there will be a free trolley shuttle running from 

Downtown Bangor to the polls all day.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/08/19  11:30 AM   News Clip 

The annual event is to benefit Big Brothers Big Sisters of Mid-Maine.  Teams of bowlers from the community 

register, fundraise and then they bowl. Thursday they're at Family Fun Lanes. Organizers say it's a great way to 

support children in the community that have benefited from the program. They say this fundraising event is 

critical for their program. "This means everything. It's half of our operating budget and it costs over $1,400 to 

recruit, screen and support a match each year. So, all of this money goes directly to our program in Bangor," 

said Gwendolyn Hudson, Executive Director. There are two more events in the area. They'll be back at Family 

Fun Lanes from 10 am to 2 pm on Saturday and at Bangor Brewer Lanes in Brewer next Thursday from 2 pm to 

7 pm.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/14/19  12:20 PM   News Clip 

A dump truck dropped off a load of food and supplies at the OHI Brewer Area Food Pantry Wednesday 

afternoon. This is the seventh straight year local contractor Nickerson and O'Day have made this special 

delivery.  The donated items will be distributed to families in need this holiday season. "There's an incredible 

amount of food insecurity here in the greater Bangor and Brewer area, particularly with families. So what we've 

targeted are the kind of long term goods and dry goods that we know that families can use. High in carbs, 

toiletries, things like that, which they know families, especially with kids can use," said Nickerson & O’Day 

President & CEO, Karl Ward.  If you'd like to donate to the food pantry, you can stop by or call 605-1208.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/15/19  11:30 AM   News Clip 

 Bangor's finest will be out this Saturday to help local furry friends.  They'll be parked outside Shaw's on Main 

Street from 9 am until 1 pm.  They're hoping folks will donate pet food, cat litter, toys, and treats.  You can also 

drop off cash if you don't have time to shop.  "This is actually a good time of year when we can get together and 

help fill our police van with a bunch of pet food that gets donated to the people who really need it and will use 

it," Sgt. Wade Betters said.  All donations will be given to the Furry Friends Food Bank at Eastern Area Agency 

on Aging.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/15/19  12:40 PM   News Clip 

Folks that attend the Charleston Church are helping to keep others warm.  They're keeping kids cozy this 

winter, with deliveries of outerwear to schools around the region.  They're working with 29 schools.  And they 

have more than 450 coats to deliver to younger students.  Children's Pastor Mariah Faunce told us, "Our church 

every week in October had a coat drive. So they collected brand new coats so our church members would bring 

them in every Sunday. There are so many children with so many needs, and one of them being winter coats 

through our long Maine winters. So our goal is to give them all a brand new winter coat."  Organizers say if 

your child is in need, you should reach out to the administration at your school.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/18/19  11:10 AM   News Clip 

The Salvation Army kicked off their holiday season this weekend. This is the 128th year that the Salvation 

Army has been putting out kettles. New this year, is a new way to help out, you can now pay and donate with 

your phone using Google and Apple Pay available to people."  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/18/19  1:40 PM   News Clip 



Maine’s biggest hunting seasons are headed into their final two weeks of the year. The firearms season for deer 

and the “any moose” hunt are open until Nov. 30. That date will mark the end of the year for the moose season 

and the end of the busiest part of the deer season.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/19/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 

STARTS TUESDAY! Free The Z 2019 will start Tuesday, at 6 am.  And once again, they’ll be at the Brewer 

Hannaford parking lot and partner up with Penquis CAP to collect turkeys for folks in need for Thanksgiving.  

You can make a donation any time this week by visiting Penquis.org or by texting TURKEY to 44321.  On 

Thursday, WABI TV 5 will hold their annual turkey telethon during the 5pm and 6pm newscasts. The goal is to 

provide a meal for 5,000 families throughout our region. 

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/19/19  1:30 PM   News Clip 

Hammond Lumber Company is hosting a fundraiser for Wreaths Across America after a very successful 

fundraising effort for the organization last year. Wreaths Across America places wreaths on fallen veterans' 

graves across America and was founded here in Maine.  Last year Hammond Lumber raised more than $28,000 

to help sponsor 1,863 wreaths. All of the wreaths sponsored by the company are placed in veterans cemeteries 

in Maine. Last year, Wreaths Across America placed more than 1,800,000 wreaths on veterans' graves. If you'd 

like to sponsor wreaths, stop by any of Hammond Lumber's 21 locations or visit HammondLumber.com/waa  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/25/19  12:10 PM   News Clip 

Thanksgiving week 1-800-BUTTERBALL…butterball.com.   Refrigerator Thawing - Thaw breast side up, in 

an unopened wrapper on a tray in the fridge (40 degrees F or below).  Allow at least 1 day of thawing for every 

4 lbs.  Keep turkey in original wrapper and place on tray.  Use within 4 days after thawing.  Cold Water 

Thawing - Thaw breast side down, in an unopened wrapper, with enough cold water to cover your turkey 

completely  Change water every 30 minutes and if turkey cannot be completely covered, rotate every 30 

minutes to keep the turkey chilled.  Estimate a minimum thawing time of 30 minutes per lb.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/26/19  1:30 PM   News Clip 

You can pick up last-minute desserts for Thanksgiving while helping to find a cure for ALS this Wednesday. 

There will be a pie and bake sale at Jerry's Hardware in Bucksport. It’s from 8 in the morning until all the tasty 

treats are sold out. We’re told most pies are around $15. Specialty pies are $20. If you pre-ordered some sweet 

treats already, you can pick them up at the Verona Island Town Hall from 8 am to 10 am.  All money raised 

goes to Jackson Lab for research.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/27/19  11:30 AM   News Clip 

Wednesday afternoon is the worst time to drive for Thanksgiving.  If you're driving for the Thanksgiving 

holiday, you should get going: The worst time to hit the road is Wednesday afternoon, according to INRIX, a 

global transportation analytics company that partners with the American Automobile Association to compile 

holiday travel data. If you plan on driving in the late afternoon or early evening (5 to 7:30 pm) around Atlanta, 

Los Angeles, New York, Boston or Houston, your trip could take up to 3½ times longer than usual. The traffic 

jams start early in San Francisco (2-4 pm) and Washington (3-5 pm). AAA predicts record-breaking numbers 

on the road and in the air this year.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/03/19  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Giving Tuesday, A great day to support local nonprofits. Move over Black Friday and Cyber Monday, now it's 

time to give back. Giving Tuesday is devoted to charitable causes, allowing people to focus on giving to others. 

The event was started in 2012 by a New York City nonprofit,  92nd Street Y, as part of a partnership with the 

United Nations Foundation. More than $400 million was raised online last year, and 3.6 million gifts have been 

donated. That's more than double the $180 million raised in 2016. But it's not just about giving money. You can 

also give your time by volunteering at a local school or shelter in your neighborhood.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/04/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 



A Bangor man is running his first marathon next April and fundraising for a good cause. Seth Poplaski will be 

running the Boston Marathon with the Mass General Pediatric Cancer Team.  His goal is to raise $10,000 for 

pediatric cancer research. “A lot of friends and family have been impacted by pediatric cancer. While running a 

marathon seems special to me, and running Boston seems more special,” Poplaski said. “The fact that I get this 

opportunity to raise thousands of dollars for pediatric research, hopefully eradicating it completely, is something 

that really holds dear to my heart.” So far, he’s raised just under $4,000. 

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/massachusetts-general-hospital-pedi/sethpoplaski  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/10/19  11:10 AM   News Clip 

Two different organizations need your help making sure kids in the Bangor area receive gifts for the holidays. 

The Salvation Army and Penquis are working to make sure no kid is left without a gift. The Salvation Army's 

Angel Tree toy drive is simple.  Go to one of their multiple toy drive locations. Pick a tag with a child's name 

off the tree. Buy the gift written on the tag, and return both the gift and tag to the original location. 

"Help us give more than a thousand children of the greater Bangor area a wonderful Christmas morning. It just 

means so much to us. You know we know that this time of year can be very stressful for parents and for me 

personally it's one of my favorite programs because it's amazing that community members would buy a gift for 

a child that they don't know just to make sure that their Christmas morning is as wonderful as their own 

families," said Rebecca Kirk of the Salvation Army.  Penquis has streamlined the gift giving service with their 

website Christmasisforkids.org.  "So you go on the website and you can look for a child to search. You can 

search by town, you can search by age, you can search by the partnering agency. We have over 13 different 

programs and agency's that participate. We started with 1064 kids on the website and were down to 577 kids 

left still waiting to be sponsored," said Renae Muscatell of Penquis.  The deadline to give is December 18th.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/11/19  10:10 AM   News Clip 

UMaine Basketball will be receiving donations for winter hats, gloves, and socks at Wednesday's home game vs 

Dartmouth. All proceeds will go to those in need this winter.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/11/19  11:30 AM   News Clip 

During this season of giving, the American Red Cross and WABI-TV5 invite eligible donors to give the gift of 

life on Friday, Dec. 13 with a blood donation at one of two locations: 

 

SeaDog Brewing Company,26 Front Street, Bangor,Hours: 10 am to 4 pm 

Stanley Subaru, 22 Bar Harbor Road, Ellsworth, Hours: noon to 6 pm. 

 

To schedule an appointment, visit https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive and enter the sponsor 

code “WABI”; call 1-800-RED CROSS or download the Red Cross Blood Donor App  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/11/19  12:15 PM   News Clip 

Friday night there is a community dinner at Hampden Academy from 5-7 pm.  It's $8 for adults and $5 for kids. 

It helps out 5 year old Lily who’s from Newburgh who is fighting a serious, rare condition. "It's basically when 

you get a virus and instead of your body attacking that virus, it attacked your brain instead. Most people do 

recover but the next line of treatment is a lot tougher than the first," she said. "The National Honor Society 

students are spear-heading it.  "She's a huge light to everybody that she meets. And she dances and sings and 

twirls and loves everyone. And hugs everyone. And we miss that," she said.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/12/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 

The Salvation Army is in urgent need of donations across the state this holiday season. Salvation Army holds 

annual 'Kettle Blitz' to rebound from drop in donations. Officials say some places are seeing as much as a 50-

percent drop in donations compared to last year.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/16/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/massachusetts-general-hospital-pedi/sethpoplaski
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive


If you haven't shipped your Christmas gifts yet, now's the time: The major carriers' shipping deadlines are here! 

Saturday marked the U.S. Postal Service's recommended date for sending items by retail ground for delivery by 

Dec. 25. (If you're using First Class or Priority Mail you have a little more time.) Monday is FedEx's deadline 

for ground and home delivery.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/17/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 

If you'd like a nice mug of hot chocolate this Friday that supports a good cause, Brewer Federal Credit Union is 

the place to be. They're hosting Cocoa for a Cause. They say folks can stop in any of their branches, and there 

will be a hot chocolate bar set up.  It will have all of the hot cocoa favorite toppings plus baked treats. It's not 

only to warm up, but it's also to help end hunger in Maine. David DeFroscia, Brewer Federal Credit Union 

President/CEO, said, "Donations received are distributed back into the communities from where they were 

donated. So, anybody coming in to help us out Friday can know that their donations are going back into 

communities where they live and work." Cocoa for a Cause will be going on all day this Friday at all Brewer 

Federal Credit Union locations from 8 am until 5 pm.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/17/19  1:40 PM   News Clip 

The Penobscot County Sheriff’s Office conducted its first day of secret Santa grocery shopping. Through the 

amazing generosity of a kind man and his family, our office has been provided the means to help purchase 

groceries for unsuspecting individuals.  Today’s stops in Corinth and Hermon, came with lots of hugs, many 

tears and overwhelming support of our mission. Providing, a little help with one of the most basic needs has a 

tremendous impact on the recipients, deputies and bystanders.  One kind man saw what we were doing and gave 

us additional funds to pass forward. We look forward to making some additional stops throughout this amazing 

county.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/18/19  11:40 AM   News Clip 

Traveling this weekend? You're not alone. More than 7 million Americans are expected to fly this holiday 

season, and experts say Sunday will be the season's busiest travel day. 
 

D.  State and Local Economy 
Solution FM with Tim   10/24/19  11:30 AM   News Clip 

According to a post on its Facebook page, Specialty Sweets will close soon, and has listed new hours through 

Halloween. Specialty Sweets, owned by Wade and Eliza Butler, will stop making candy this week, and will 

offer limited hours next week before closing its doors for good.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/24/19  12:30 PM   News Clip 

Lonely Planet, one of the world’s largest publishers of travel books and apps, this week announced its picks for 

the top 10 regions to visit in the world for 2020, naming Maine No. 4. Lonely Planet’s recommendation focuses 

primarily on three areas in Maine: the midcoast, Acadia National Park and the North Woods, with a particular 

focus on the Katahdin region. Whitewater rafting on the west branch of the Penobscot River, bass fishing in 

Katahdin Woods and Waters, and hiking the 100-mile Wilderness stretch of the Appalachian Trail all made the 

cut in its feature on the best adventures in Maine’s back woods.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   10/29/19  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Maine’s lobster catch is well behind last year’s pace, with only weeks left in the season, the state’s head of 

fisheries said on Monday.  Fishermen had brought less than 50 million pounds of lobster to the docks of Maine 

by the end of September, The Portland Press Herald reported . That’s 40% less than the total for 2018 for the 

same time period, and nearly 40% off the five-year average.  Maine Department of Marine Resources 

Commissioner Pat Keliher said Monday some of the dropoff could be attributed to lobsters shedding their shells 



late in the year. The lobster catch typically picks up when many lobsters lose their old shells and reach legal 

size.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/06/19  11:40 AM   News Clip 

The Bangor Mall will be busy this weekend with a large craft fair. The fair is free for all local crafters and 

shoppers and will take place throughout the entire mall. About 375 vendors are expected to be there.  The fair 

will also be offering a $1,000 prize for shoppers. The event begins at nine Saturday morning.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/07/19  12:40 PM   News Clip 

Could the price of chicken be going up? More than 2 million pounds of chicken are being recalled because it 

may have metal in it. The notice says the chicken was shipped "to institutions in Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, 

California, Georgia, Minnesota, Oklahoma and Pennsylvania." Institutions can include restaurants, schools, 

hospitals and distributors. The recall doesn't include chicken sold in stores. The items were produced between 

Oct. 21 and Nov. 4, according to the recall notice.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/08/19  12:10 PM   News Clip 

A Boston investment fund has purchased Saddleback Mountain ski resort. The ski resort, which is located near 

Rangeley, will reopen after being closed for five years, the Portland Press Herald reports. The statement did not 

include the sale price or when the ski resort would reopen, according to the Press Herald.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/14/19  10:40 AM   News Clip 

Emera and CMP rates going down next year!  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/02/19  10:10 AM   News Clip 

Cyber Monday. 7.4 Billion dollars done online on Black Friday…more done today?  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/02/19  1:40 PM   News Clip 

A pair of studies by Maine-based scientists suggest the U.S. lobster industry is headed for a period of decline, 

but likely not a crash. Lobster fishermen have brought in record hauls this decade, a period in which Maine 

catches that previously rarely topped 70 million pounds have routinely soared above 120 million pounds. The 

new studies show warming waters off Maine have changed the dynamics of the lobster population.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/03/19  11:40 AM   News Clip 

Hot on the heels of Black Friday and Cyber Monday comes Travel Tuesday, a day the travel industry hopes will 

become as big as its holiday-shopping brethren. Travel Tuesday only arrived on the scene around 2017, but 

since then airlines and major providers like Orbitz, Travelocity and CheapTickets have joined in. Are there 

really good deals compared to the rest of the year?  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/04/19  1:10 PM   News Clip 

One of the vacant storefronts in the Bangor Mall has been filled by Some Theatre Company. They’d previously 

been in a space in Orono, but now have a permanent home next to Furniture, Mattresses and More.  On Tuesday 

night, they used the space for the first time, holding auditions for the musical Heathers. “We’re very excited 

about it,” exclaimed the show’s choreographer, Jessica Weiner. “Hopefully we’ll be able to have bigger 

performances, bigger audiences, and better sets.”  Heathers the musical will be debuting there the last weekend 

of April.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/10/19  12:15 PM   News Clip 

Pompeii Pizza opened a physical storefront in addition to its food truck that you can generally find down on 

Bangor's waterfront. Pompeii Pizza is located at 98 Central Street. It is open daily from 11 am to 8 pm. 



E.  Other 
Solution FM Show with Tim  10/01/19  10:00AM-2:00 PM  1:00 min 

SFM Fundraiser is this week, October 1 – 3.  Please join us as we raise needed funds to keep Solution FM on 

the air. 

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/08/19  10:20 AM   News Clip 

If you woke up Thursday to a weird text that seemed totally out of place, you aren't alone. A mysterious wave 

of missives swept America's phones overnight, delivering largely unintelligible messages from friends, family 

and the occasional ex. Friends who hadn't talked to each other in months were jolted into chatting. Others 

briefly panicked. The best explanation seems to be that old texts sent in the spring suddenly went through. Two 

people said they figured out the original messages were never received.  It's not clear why this months-long 

delay happened. Phone companies blamed others and offered no further explanations. Mobile carriers offered 

unhelpful explanations for the weird-text phenomenon, which appeared to be widespread. 

 

Solution FM with Tim   11/13/19  11:15 AM   News Clip 

Bangor's Postmaster says that there is no *busiest day* but the earlier you ship the better off you will be.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/20/19  10:45 AM   News Clip 

The Senate has passed a bill to crack down on robocalls, a persistent and costly problem for Americans. The 

House already passed it, and President Donald Trump is expected to sign it.  The bill requires phone companies 

to offer free call-blocking apps and verify that the number calling you is real.  

 

Solution FM with Tim   12/24/19  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Twenty airports are in the running to be named "Best Small Airport," and Bangor International is on the list. 

USA Today is holding the online contest asking people to vote once a day until the contest wraps up on January 

13th. The airports competing against each other all serve fewer than 10 million passengers each year, but they 

have great amenities and access.  At last check, BIA is in the top ten. Cast your vote by clicking here: 

https://www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-small-airport/leaderboard/ (Hopefully it wins and USA Today 

recognizes the troop greeters.) 

 

 
 

https://www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-small-airport/leaderboard/

