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KPIX News has ascertained that during the 4th Quarter of 2020 that these subjects were of 
concern to San Francisco Bay Area residents.  KPIX News broadcast stories during this 
quarter on these subjects, which during this unprecedented time focused largely on stories 
about the COVID-19 Pandemic. KPIX News is broadcast Monday through Friday at 4:30AM, 
5AM, 6AM, 12PM, 5PM, 6PM, 7PM and 11PM.  Saturdays at 6AM, 5PM, 6PM and 11PM.  
Sundays at 6AM, 5PM, 6PM and 11PM. 

COVID 19 - HEALTH

10/8
CANNABIS SALES
The only dispensary on the western side of San Francisco has seen such a big increase in 
cannabis sales during the pandemic it had to double its staff.  People are shopping less but 
buying more, particularly to try to help with anxiety & insomnia, and there are many more 
deliveries.

10/15
SFO COVID TESTING                           
United Airlines was the first U.S. airline to announce that it would make testing options available 
to customers, and is a trusted testing partner of the state of Hawaii.  Tomorrow morning United 
will announce the next step in helping to open travel with the launch of their COVID-19 testing. 

10/19
CALIFORNIA VACCINE CHECK                            
Governor Gavin Newsom today named a group of nationally acclaimed California physicians 
and scientists with expertise in immunization and public health to the state's COVID-19 
Scientific Safety Review Workgroup that will independently review the safety and efficacy of 
any vaccine that receives FDA approval for distribution. While there is no proven vaccine for 
COVID-19 yet, these top health experts, guided by the principles of safety, equity and 
transparency will review any vaccine that receives federal approval and verify its safety before 
California makes a COVID-19 vaccine available to those most at risk.   

10/27
SAN JOSE LATINO COVID HELP         
Latinos are 39% of the population in California but have 61 percent of the COVID-19 
cases.  Latinos are front line workers doing many essential jobs such as in agriculture, restaurant 
work and health care, but they often live in crowded conditions where the virus can spread.  
Often, they have many pre-existing health conditions such as diabetes, high blood pressure, 
obesity, etc., all of which makes them more at risk than the general population.  Community 
groups will be holding a rally at San Jose City Hall to demand greater protections for Latinos.



10/28
SUTTER HOSPITAL ELECTRONIC ICU                   
Sutter Health is using a "master control" for ICU to reduce the number of times nurses and 
doctors have to suit up to enter COVID-19 patient rooms.  The patient will be monitored with a 
camera and the ability to talk to them by someone in a control room who is also monitoring 
patients in other Sutter hospitals at the same time.  We see how it works, talk to doctors and a 
patient. 

10/29
SOLANO CORONAVIRUS FLU CO-INFECTION
Health officials have been warning about a twindemic, and now Solano County confirmed its 
first case of co-infection. We ask can you tell if you have the flu, COVID-19, or both and how 
serious is a co-infection?

10/30
PUBLIC TRANSIT SAFETY       
Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) is testing new air filters and UV light in train cars. This comes 
months after the coronavirus outbreak engulfed the Bay Area with riders staying away from 
public transportation in enormous numbers; often because they are concerned that sharing 
enclosed places with strangers is simply too dangerous. The picture emerging in major cities 
across the world suggests that public transportation may not be as risky as nervous commuters 
believe. "There are so many other factors that go into levels of risk and how you assess risk," 
said Dr. Michael Reid, an assistant professor at the University of California, San Francisco 
School of Medicine and a contact-tracing expert. "They are not equal comparisons."

11/4
49ERS COVID-19
The 49ers just announced that they placed three players on the reserve/COVID-19 list. This, after 
a player tested positive for the coronavirus. The 49ers are still scheduled to play the Packers 
tomorrow. The team shut down its facility today.

11/5
COVID -19 QUARANTINE                            
On Thursday, Bay Area county public health officers are meeting and are expected to consider 
issuing a public health advisory before the holiday season.  They are urging people who travel to 
locations with widespread virus transmission outside California to quarantine for two weeks 
when they return, or get a negative coronavirus test result before returning to school or work.

11/9
COVID-19 SURGE
You can't hug Grandma or your Best Friend Forever (BFF) even if you're wearing a mask. Bay 
Area health leaders are out with some new advice on how to behave as we head into the holiday 
season. This comes as several Bay Area counties could slide back into more restrictive tiers 
tomorrow. Alameda County for example, is seeing the most COVID-19 cases in 3 months right 
now. 



11/11
MARIN COUNTY COVID-19
COVID-19 cases have spiked in Marin County over the past 4 days. Tonight the county is 
begging restaurants to reduce indoor capacity, otherwise the state could force the county to move 
back a tier next week. Health officials say for the first time since the pandemic began, there are 
more cases among white residents than Latinx.

11/14
SAN JOSE NURSING HOME OUTBREAK                                                                              
Devin Fehely heads to Altria Senior Living in San Jose’s Willow Glen neighborhood after an 
anonymous tipster told us patients with dementia and workers have tested positive for
COVID-19. We have statements from the county and the facility.

11/16
CORONAVIRUS GOVERNOR LATEST                      
Governor Gavin Newsom announced Monday that dozens of California counties are now in the 
state's most restrictive COVID-19 tier amid an increase in cases across the state.  "California is 
pulling an emergency brake," he said in announcing that 41 counties are now in the purple 
tier.  In the purple most restrictive tier, indoor operations for places like museums, places of 
worship, gyms and restaurants are not allowed.

11/16
SAN FRANCISCO TESTING ALTERNATES       
The South Of Market Area (SOMA) test facility is closed because they are opening a new 
facility at the Alemany Farmers Market.  We’ve discovered the Alemany site is nowhere near 
ready to open.  Meanwhile, there is continued difficulty getting an appointment at Pier 30/32, but 
as our Chopper showed this morning, they don’t appear to be very busy.  Why is the City of San 
Francisco preventing more testing from happening?  We are on the 12:30pm call with the Mayor 
and Dr. Colfax.

11/27
SAN FRANCISCO CONTACT TEXT TRACING               
The Bay Area is bracing for holiday travelers to return and the first crests of the Thanksgiving 
surge in COVID-19 cases.  San Francisco is about to boost its efforts to contact trace infected 
individuals; at noon, they roll out how this will work with texting. They will demonstrate the 
technology during a noon visit.  When you get tested in the city, your phone number (which is 
required) becomes part of a contact tracing directory.  The county has about 200 volunteer or 
staff contact tracers but they won't be able to personally contact everyone if the numbers are 
huge; that's where technology comes into play.  If you test positive for COVID-19, you are 
contacted via text message (as you are now, as well as emailed) and you are asked to provide 
info on those you've been in contact with.  These contacts are contacted, and told they've been in 
contact with an infected individual.  This will augment and boost the efforts in anticipation of a 
big surge in new cases in the city and county of San Francisco.

https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/


SANTA CLARA COUNTY POST THANKSGIVING DAY TESTING 
With a continuing and worsening surge in COVID-19 cases in Santa Clara County and beyond, 
health officials urged continued diligence to periodic testing for essential workers and those with 
an increased risk of infection.  Dr. Marty Fenstersheib, COVID-19 Testing Officer for the 
County of Santa Clara, said that testing is a crucial tool in diagnosing people who might 
otherwise appear healthy and present no symptoms but still be infectious.  "New studies have 
shown that a majority of transmissions are caused by people who are asymptomatic and likely 
don't know that they are potentially spreading the disease to family, coworkers, and anyone they 
come in contact with," Fenstersheib said. "They need to know they have the virus so they can 
isolate and break the transmission chain, even if they don't feel sick."  Flu testing is being 
conducted simultaneously with COVID-19 testing at city-based sites and at the Santa Clara 
County Fairgrounds.

11/27
TESTING AND TRACING
Coronavirus cases are expected to spike, even more than they already are thanks to Thanksgiving 
gatherings. Bay Area health officials did what they could to encourage people to stay home, now 
they're turning to testing and tracing. Santa Clara County is adding more testing sites next week 
to meet demand. San Francisco is unveiling plans for a new text-tracing program to reach more 
people. Will these tactics work in fighting the surge?

12/2
CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL (CDC) TRAVEL WARNING           
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention are urging travelers not to travel for the 
upcoming winter holidays, a repeat of its guidance for Thanksgiving travel.  "The best thing for 
Americans to do in the upcoming holiday season is to stay at home and not travel,'' Dr. Henry 
Walke, the CDC's COVID-19 incident manager, said in a news briefing Wednesday.  "Cases are 
rising. Hospitalizations are increasing. Deaths are increasing. We need to try to bend the curve, 
and stop this exponential increase,'' Walke said. 

12/9                                                   
VACCINE DISTRIBUTION                
Per a press release from the Department of Defense, the Bay Area vaccine distribution site will 
be the United States Coast Guard (USCG) Base in Alameda.  The Pentagon announced its initial 
allocation would be 44,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine distributed to 16 locations, 13 in the U.S. 
and 3 overseas.  Those 44,000 doses will be administered to health care workers, residents of 
military retirement homes and a handful of senior leaders as a means of encouraging 
participation in what is a voluntary vaccination program.  Officials said shots would start going 
into arms within 24 to 48 hours of release of the vaccine.  All 44,000 will go straight into arms, 
so it will require a second shipment to administer the second shot 21 days later.  

12/9
SANTA CLARA COUNTY HOSPITAL UPDATE                                  
Regional Medical Center which was called one of the busiest COVID-19 wards last week has 
now reached capacity for ICU beds. There are other hospitals in Santa Clara County that still 
have space but they are filling up as well. 



12/16
STAY AT HOME ORDER
The entire Bay Area will be under a stay at home order starting tomorrow night. That includes 
Solano County, which held out until now. The health officer told us tonight, this won't change 
people's behavior and it's going to be a really bad holiday season

12/18
TRAVEL QUARANTINE                                                  
Mayor London Breed and Director of Health Dr. Grant Colfax today announced a public health 
order that places a mandatory quarantine of 10 days on anyone traveling, moving, or returning to 
San Francisco from anywhere outside the Bay Area.  Limited exceptions apply to people who are 
traveling for certain critical activities. The new order also strongly discourages any non-essential 
travel within the 10 county Bay Area region.  "COVID-19 cases are surging in San Francisco and 
across the country. Hospitals in the Bay Area are close to being overwhelmed," said San 
Francisco Mayor London Breed. "We must do whatever we can to contain the virus and stop its 
circulation in our community.  Now is not the time to travel and risk being exposed or exposing 
others. We need to do the right thing to protect ourselves, our neighbors and our loved ones and 
make sure that we can celebrate together when this is over." 

12/18
JAIL PARTY                                                                  
The Santa Clara County Sheriff's Office says it is looking into photos posted on Facebook that 
show at least three of its correctional deputies at an indoor party last weekend with little to no 
mask wearing or social distancing and where partygoers shared a beer bong, The Mercury News 
reported. The photos surfaced as the county is seeing a sharp rise in COVID-19 infections in the 
general population and among sheriff's office staff and jail inmates.

COVID 19 – BUSINESS IMPACT

10/3
SAN FRANCISCO INDOOR DINING                                                      
It’s the first weekend that indoor dining has resumed in San Francisco since March. With some 
unhealthy air quality due to fires surrounding the Bay Area, Betty Yu will take a look at how 
many people will choose to eat inside again.

10/16
SAN JOSE THEATERS REOPENING 
Movie Theaters are allowed to reopen but probably will not. It appears none of the cinemas in 
Santa Clara County are opening tomorrow. Lack of film product, the inability to serve food 
concessions and beverages in the auditoriums make it impossible to operate. 



10/20
SAN FRANCISCO YELLOW TIER                     
A city source tells Joe Vazquez the state is moving San Francisco to the yellow tier today. 
Moving to yellow means the following will be announced by the city today, San Francisco will 
be opening the capacity of office space from only essential employees to 25 percent.  Capacity 
for indoor service in restaurants will be expanded from 25 to 50 percent.  The city will also 
announce that bars will be allowed to open outdoors without food service in mid November.  San 
Francisco will be the only county to be yellow in the Bay Area, one of only 5 in the entire state 
and the only urban county. 

10/28
CORONAVIRUS SAN MATEO COUNTY REOPENING ORANGE 
As of midnight, San Mateo County is now in the Orange Tier. The following is now allowed, 
shopping malls can open indoors with modifications, places of worship can open indoors with 
modifications, dine-in restaurants can open indoors with modifications, offices (non-essential 
businesses) can open indoors with modifications, bars/breweries (where no meal is provided) can 
open outdoors only with modifications, movie theaters can open indoors with modifications, 
gyms & fitness centers, including indoor pools can open indoors with modifications, hotels, 
lodging and short-term lodging rentals can open with modifications, and museums can open 
indoors with modifications.

10/29
HOSPITAL RANSOMWARE                               
In a joint alert sent Wednesday evening, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services said 
they have "credible information" that cybercriminals are taking new aim at healthcare providers 
and public health agencies as the coronavirus pandemic reaches new heights.  Christine Samra 
has learned from a source a hospital in Fremont was targeted.

PROJECT HOME:  SHE-CESSION
Only on 5: Women are leaving the workforce in droves due to the pandemic. Some economists 
are calling the economic downturn a ‘She-cession.’ We look at the factors forcing low income 
mothers to make some tough choices.

10/30
SAN FRANCISCO REOPENINGS PAUSED
San Francisco planned to expand reopenings next Tuesday, but today the mayor announced those 
plans are on pause due to an increase in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations. San Francisco 
remains in the least restrictive yellow tier for now, and the mayor said the last thing she wants is 
for the city to go backwards, especially as cases surge across much of the country.

11/2
CHURCH RULING 
The Santa Clara County Superior Court is ordering a San Jose church to stop hosting large 
indoor gatherings. The church has been holding weekly indoor services with hundreds of 



parishioners, and today the court issued a temporary restraining order requiring the church to 
comply with public health orders.

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY COVID-19 PAUSE 
With data from the past week showing a marked increase in COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations in Contra Costa County, health officials are taking steps to protect the 
community with modest changes to local health orders.  Contra Costa entered the orange tier of 
California’s Blueprint for a Safer Economy on Oct. 27th triggering an expansion of community 
reopening activities in the county.  Since that date, the average daily number of new cases in the 
county has grown substantially higher.  If the trend continues, the county is at risk of moving 
backward into the more restrictive red tier of the state’s reopening plan as soon as next week. In 
the meantime, Contra Costa has amended its health orders to rein in some of the riskier indoor 
activities permitted under the orange tier in hopes of preventing outbreaks and keeping the 
county out of the red.  Contra Costa County’s health officer issued new orders today limiting the 
number of spectators allowed at professional and collegiate sporting events, while also 
reimposing restrictions on other high-risk activities. 

11/6
COLD WEATHER OUTDOOR DINING                                 
With cold weather coming into the Bay, and possibly rain in the forecast this weekend, it’s going 
to be a challenge for restaurants already struggling during the pandemic to keep its customers 
comfortable when they’re seated outside.  Betty Yu will show us how restaurant owners are 
getting creative to keep business up when the temperatures go down.

11/10
PATIO HEATING LAMP SHORTAGE
Matt Coddington of Sonoma Valley, recently called six local hardware stores in search of 
outdoor patio heaters to set up in his backyard, but no luck.  A Home Depot in Woodland near 
Sacramento still had the gas powered lamps in stock so Coddington made the hourlong drive to 
snag a few of what is the latest item to become nearly impossible to procure amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.  “Luckily, I was able to find some,” Coddington said. “I actually got two, 
and one for friend.”

SLIDING BACK 
With COVID-19 cases spiking, Contra Costa County is sliding back into the red tier. Some 
restaurants tell us with the renewed limits on indoor dining and it being too cold for a lot of 
people to want to eat outside, they will probably have to close again.

11/13
CORONAVIRUS TRAVEL ADVISORY         
As COVID-19 cases continue to increase across the country, California Governor Gavin 
Newsom, Oregon Governor Kate Brown and Washington Governor Jay Inslee issued travel 
advisories today urging visitors entering their states or returning home from travel outside these 
states to self-quarantine to slow the spread of the virus. The travel advisories urge against non-



essential out of state travel, ask people to self-quarantine for 14 days after arriving from another 
state or country and encourage residents to stay local.

CORONAVIRUS SANTA CLARA COUNTY ROLLBACK 
Santa Clara County and other counties throughout the Bay Area are seeing a sudden, rapid spike 
in COVID-19 cases and a significant increase in hospitalizations. The average number of new 
cases per day in Santa Clara County has more than doubled since early October. With 
transmission and hospitalizations on the rise, health officers in counties across the Bay Area are 
tightening local rules for high risk indoor activities where the virus spreads more easily.

SAN FRANCISCO OUTDOOR DINING                               
San Francisco restaurants will have to close their indoor dining rooms Friday due to a rise in 
coronavirus cases. Mayor London Breed said, "the virus is spreading and we have to make the 
hard decisions."   We are focusing on the owners and workers who are now likely facing another 
layoff without a stimulus check to fall back on. 

GOVERNOR PARTY                    
Governor Gavin Newsom attended a birthday party at The French Laundry for one of his 
political advisers last week. The group included people from several households, the type of 
gathering his administration has discouraged during the coronavirus pandemic. The dinner on 
November 6th at the famed French Laundry restaurant in Yountville in Napa County brought 
together at least 12 people to celebrate the 50th birthday of Jason Kinney. Kinney is a longtime 
friend and political adviser to Newsom who is also a partner at the lobbying firm Axiom 
Advisors. In addition to the governor, his wife, Jennifer Siebel Newsom, was also in attendance.

COVID-19 CRISIS
It's the last Friday night out for a lot of the Bay Area.  Drastic new restrictions start taking effect 
at midnight in San Francisco, and elsewhere next week. Len Ramirez is in San Jose tonight 
getting the pulse of diners facing a new round of shutdowns, holiday travel advisories, and 
anxiety about how much worse this is all going to get until we finally have a vaccine. 

11/14
CONTRA COSTA ROLLBACKS                                                    
Contra Costa County will begin rolling back openings as COVID-19 cases grow in California. 
Wilson Walker talks to local business owners about the impacts.

SAN FRANCISCO DIWALI DINING                                                                     
There is concern among San Francisco’s Indian restaurant community that the timing of San 
Francisco’s rollback of indoor dining will hit them extra hard as many celebrate Diwali. 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA AUCTION                                                               
John Ramos gets an inside look at the San Francisco Opera’s online costume sale happening this 
weekend. The sale benefits the cast and crew of the War Memorial Opera House.



11/15
SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS TROUBLES                                                          
San Francisco CrossFit is holding its final classes Sunday as they say they just can’t continue in 
the current business climate. Many other businesses are in the same boat as the city rolls back 
openings.

11/16
COVID-19 CURFEW
Governor Newsom dropped a hint today during his COVID-19 briefing about a potential 
statewide curfew.  If one were ordered, what would it look like and would it really work?

COVID-19 THANKSGIVING
Health officials are begging people to stay home for Thanksgiving. Cancel your travel plans. 
Don't have anyone come to your home. Will people listen, change their plans or just roll their 
eyes and move along with their lives?

SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (SFO) TRAVEL GUIDELINES  
We are focusing on the airport's shuttles, restaurants, people movers, taxi and ride share areas, 
bathrooms, and other places where people gather.  We want to hear about the other areas of the 
SFO experience to see how safe that is. The San Francisco International Airport (SFO) outlined 
plans and recommendations for holiday air travel, including the latest guidance from local and 
state health orders related to air travel, an overview of measures in place at SFO, new initiatives 
and available amenities.  Health orders from San Francisco Bay Area counties and the State of 
California recommend staying home as the safest method to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
The State of California has also issued a travel advisory urging against non-essential out of state 
travel and recommends that people self-quarantine for 14 days after arriving from another state 
or country.

11/17
PANIC BUYING
A new wave of panic buying hits the Bay Area, right before Thanksgiving. 
 
GYM CLOSING
At midnight Alameda County drops back into the purple tier. That means many businesses like 
gyms will have to close again. A gym that has been open for nearly 40 years in Alameda may be 
closing for good.

11/18
ANGRY BUSINESSES                  
Hearing more business and some local leaders express frustration that there isn't enough 
evidence that businesses are causing the increase in spread. "Why punish us if we know it's 
households spreading the virus?"  A Contra Costa County restaurant owner told me that on 
Saturday, and a Napa County supervisor is speaking about that today. 



11/26
RECLAIMING BLACK FRIDAY
Black businesses don't want you to forget about them this Black Friday. Business owner Susie 
Steimle spoke to seeing a surge after the George Floyd protests, but say that has since cooled off. 
They want to keep the conversation, and the profits going.

11/27
BLACK FRIDAY ENFORCEMENT
A surprising number of Bay Area shoppers are out today for Black Friday despite health 
warnings.  By noon Santa Clara County had already handed out 76 violation citations to 
businesses breaking public health guidelines.  The county says it will keep up enforcement 
throughout the weekend, forcing many local businesses to fall in line, or pay up.

12/1
NOVATO MINIMUM WAGE                          
Novato has the fastest growing minimum wage in Marin County and is set to increase the wage 
for the second time since the pandemic began as businesses struggle to survive. Among these 
business owners is Novato restaurateur Munther Massarweh, who has had to lay off all but eight 
of the 120 employees he had on his payroll at the start of the year as a result of the pandemic. 
Additionally, he said he had to permanently close his Wildfox Restaurant in Ignacio and has lost 
about $1.8 million in business to his catering company from canceled events.

12/1
SAN FRANCISCO MUNICIPAL RAILWAY (MUNI) CUTS 
The San Francisco Municipal Transit Authority is potentially looking at laying off 1,000 to 1,200 
of its staff in the next fiscal year. This would mean many Muni drivers and maintenance workers 
losing their jobs starting next summer.

MAYORS' DINNER PARTIES
First the governor now the mayors. Tonight the mayors of San Francisco and San Jose are 
explaining themselves after they were caught going to the kind of dinner parties they've been 
telling us to avoid. 

RENT PLUNGE
Rents are falling like crazy across the Bay Area. Tonight we look at what you can get for your 
money.

BUSINESS CITATIONS
Some San Jose businesses are donating money to help out other businesses who were cited for 
not following COVID-19 safety rules in Santa Clara County.

12/2
CHARITIES IN NEED 
Bay Area charities say donations are down this year even as demand is way up.  How some 
groups are scrambling to help deserving kids. 



12/4
STAY AT HOME ALAMEDA COUNTY
The stay home order imposed by 5 Bay Area counties means a tough year for many local 
businesses is going to get even tougher.  Andrea Borba is in downtown Pleasanton where 
restaurants will have to change the way they do business once again.

NOT CLOSING YET
San Mateo County isn't shutting down yet and it could be about to get an influx of customers 
from nearby counties that are shutting down.

12/7
EVICTION MORATORIUM      
California tenants struggling to pay rent due to COVID-19 would have until the end of 2021 to 
avoid eviction under a moratorium extension a Democratic lawmaker plans to introduce 
Monday.

12/8
LOCKDOWN RULES     
There is light at the end of the tunnel but dark days ahead for many businesses.  A restaurant 
owner in Livermore spending thousands on outdoor dining and now that part of dining is shut 
down too.  Talking with businesses on how they are going to get through this final stretch.  There 
are loan options and Governor Newsom talked about information on the COVID-19 website for 
assistance but some business owners and restaurants have exhausted all options or don't have 
time to wait for a check in the mail.

SAN JOSE PASTOR CONTEMPT
A San Jose church held an indoor service on Tuesday night just hours after the pastor of the 
church was found in contempt for violating the county's health rules. The church already faces 
fines up to $700,000, but he says God is worried about your heart, your life and your eternity 
more than a mask,

12/14
CLIFF HOUSE CLOSING          
A 157 year old San Francisco restaurant will permanently close by the end of the year but not 
solely because of the coronavirus pandemic.  The Cliff House proprietors Dan and Mary 
Hountalas announced Sunday that the landmark will close permanently on Dec. 31, leaving 180 
employees without jobs.  In a notice to customers, the property owners said that although the 
coronavirus which decimated the restaurant industry, exacerbated their issues, the problem began 
when the restaurant's 20-year contract expired in June of 2018.

CONTRA COSTA RESTAURANT LAWSUIT          
I'm feeling very stressed. It's beyond depressing at this point," said Retro Junkie owner Enrique 
Montero. "It's beyond a roller coaster ride, it's like the twilight zone."  Montero says shutting 
down his outdoor seating area has left him unable to generate an income. While he won't violate 
the shutdown order, he's not sitting back.  "We just feel we can't sit around and have our 
livelihoods taken away without a fight," said Montero.



12/15
WALNUT CREEK BUSINESS GRANT  
Establishing a grant program to help the restaurant community decimated by restrictions in 
Contra Costa County COVID-19 related health orders will be discussed Tuesday night by the 
Walnut Creek City Council.  Last week, the city's Rebound Ad Hoc Committee, dedicated to 
helping local businesses survive the pandemic recommended the restaurant grant program.

12/16
TWENTY PERCENT RETAIL
While many restaurants, bars and gyms shut down during the pandemic, others have continued 
operating with limited capacity. New research shows this sacrifice could be effective at curbing 
transmissions and density caps may offer one way to keep the economy humming during the 
worst of the winter wave.  Data from early in the pandemic reveals there's a sweet spot where 
infections can be reduced while keeping business steady. That magic number is around 20 
percent.  If indoor capacity in public spaces like restaurants, gyms, hotels and grocery stores was 
reduced to just 20 percent, we could prevent 87 percent of new infections.  

12/18
DUBLIN SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS                                 
Small businesses in Dublin that have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic are invited to 
apply for financial assistance through the city's new Small Business Recovery Grant 
Program.  Offering reimbursement grants of up to $10,000 to small businesses burdened with 
pandemic related expenses, the program was developed to offer financial assistance for recovery 
efforts for businesses forced to shift their operations to adhere to the continually changing county 
and state guidelines.

UNEMPLOYMENT

10/21
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (SBA) FRAUD
Original Report: We’ve learned that fraudsters are now trying to steal from a SBA program 
similar to the Paycheck Protection Program, called the Economic Injury Disaster Loan. A pair of 
audits will be released tomorrow that finds significant evidence that the SBA approved hundreds 
of millions of taxpayer dollars in potentially fraudulent loans.

10/28
BANK OF AMERICA EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT (EDD) 
FRAUD
Only on 5: We’ve learned that thousands of unemployed Californians who receive their 
unemployment benefits through a Bank of America debit card, are having their accounts drained 
by hackers. A certified fraud examiner told us that fraudsters can buy your secret pin number on 
the dark web, and that EDD cards are particularly susceptible to fraud because they don’t have a 
chip.



12/3
SUNNYVALE EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT (EDD) FRAUD 
The Sunnyvale Department of Public Safety has identified at least 100 potential victims of State 
of California Employment Development Department (EDD) fraud. Preliminary information 
indicates a loss of approximately $1 million.  Evidence seized during the investigation reveals 
potentially thousands more victims. A total of five suspects were arrested by the Sunnyvale 
Department of Public Safety Burglary Suppression Detail (BSD).

12/7
EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT (EDD)
A new development tonight in a series of massive state unemployment hacks we first exposed. 
Now attention is shifting from the state to Bank of America which distributes most of the money. 
At last count $105 billion through debit cards we discovered are vulnerable to hacks and now 
lawmakers are taking notice.

12/10
UNEMPLOYMENT LATEST       
This morning's new unemployment claims show a sharp increase in California, from 130,383 to 
177,837 claims, an increase of over 47,000 claims.  A few thoughts as we look forward to 2021 
on these numbers and the arrival of the vaccine and its impact on California employment: 
1. California continues to have an outsized percentage of the nation's claims. This morning 
California has over 18% of the nation's claims, while the state has 11% of the nation's civilian 
labor force.  
2. The increase in claims is due directly to the renewed economic lockdowns.  California 
businesses have reported this week of laying off the same workers they rehired earlier in the fall.  
3. The big news this week is the arrival of the vaccine. The speed by which the vaccine can be 
distributed and the confidence that people have in its effectiveness will be the determining factor 
in the speed of California's employment recovery. The initial projections on the vaccine is that 
Pfizer and Moderna have sufficient dosages to immunize up to 12 million Californians (slightly 
less than a third of the state) by March, so that full immunization for the workforce would not be 
until the May-June period.  A lot will depend on the approval early in 2021 of the additional 
Johnson & Johnson and AstraZeneca vaccines, which could speed the vaccine distribution.  Any 
significant increase in hiring is unlikely until widespread immunization of the workforce is 
complete.  
4. Employers already are coming forward with questions on how the vaccines will operate. Can 
workers be required to have the vaccine before reporting to work? Conversely, can employers be 
held liable if they do not require workers to be vaccinated before returning to work? As with 
other employment issues related to the pandemic, nothing is easy.



EDUCATION

10/6
DR. GHALY ON CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS
A health official says California has not seen a link between the reopening of K-12 schools for in 
person learning and increased coronavirus transmission.  Dr. Mark Ghaly, the state's top public 
health official said Tuesday it can take time for trends to emerge but so far the results are 
encouraging.  California requires counties to report coronavirus levels and infection rates below 
certain thresholds before they can allow K-12 schools to broadly reopen for in person instruction. 
On Tuesday, 32 of the state's 58 counties were deemed eligible to do so, up from 28 a week 
earlier. The state has seen a broad decline in the number of coronavirus cases and 
hospitalizations in recent weeks.

10/10
LOWELL HIGH SCHOOL LOTTERY                            
Admissions at San Francisco’s elite Lowell High School could be determined by a lottery under 
a new proposal by city school officials. This would mean that all entering freshmen would have 
equal odds of getting in, regardless of their grades or test scores.

10/21
CORONAVVIRUS SCHOOL REOPENING PUSH  
As more things reopen, with testing showing school kids NOT getting sick, parents are using 
data to push Bay Area educators to get schools reopened sooner rather than later.

10/27
SAN RAFAEL SCHOOLS REOPEN       
After testing more than 1,000 district youths for coronavirus, San Rafael City Schools (SRCS) 
will reopen its seven elementary school sites for in person learning starting in early 
November.  "This provided us with valuable and timely data that clearly demonstrates San 
Rafael has made significant progress in reducing the spread of COVID-19 and that there is low 
community prevalence," Jim Hogeboom, SRCS superintendent, said in a letter and video to 
parents of transitional kindergarten through fifth grade students.

11/2
NEWARK SCHOOL 
A school in Newark is on the chopping block. Some teachers are planning to send a letter to the 
school board, saying the process that singled out the school was unfair, and they point out that 
many of their students are lower income. The principal is hosting a virtual meeting tonight, the 
vote is scheduled for Thursday.

11/10
LIVERMORE DISTANCE LEARNING
Livermore parents are fed up with distance learning. They are coming together to fight the 
Livermore school district. They have put together petitions, a Facebook group and are going to 
Tuesday’s public school board meeting with their kids to voice their concerns.  The meeting is at 
7pm and they plan to show up at 6pm with signs.   



11/11
SAN RAFAEL UNIFIED SCHOOL BUS                   
San Rafael Unified School District returns to class this week after intensive testing.
One unique challenge for this district is that they operate their own school buses.
They've had to come up with a special plan to get kids to school while social distancing.
The superintendent has agreed to help us with this story.

COPS IN SCHOOLS
Tonight the Fremont Unified School District is debating what to do with their cops which patrol 
six high schools.  As of 10:30pm, they were still taking public comments.

HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS

10/1
PROJECT HOME 
With an ongoing housing crisis many people often wonder why abandoned buildings aren’t 
being used to house people. Susie Steimle found one city that’s doing just that and it’s helping 
families find affordable homes.

10/4
OAKLAND HOMELESS RESTRICTIONS                               
Da Lin looks into proposed restrictions for the unhoused in Oakland. The proposed Encampment 
Management Policy aims to reduce the negative health and safety impacts associated with 
homeless encampments in Oakland, for both unhoused and housed residents.  High sensitivity 
areas would be created where homeless encampments would not be allowed. The restrictions 
would greatly reduce the areas where the homeless could camp.

PROJECT HOME - DANGEROUS SINGLE ROOM OCCUPANY (SROs) 
It’s one of the oldest forms of affordable housing in San Francisco, single room occupancy 
hotels. Now the very people who fought to preserve this housing are calling it dangerous. We 
look at why SROs for low income families could soon be phased out. 

10/6
FREMONT HOMELESS BOULDERS 
Fremont is moving ahead with its controversial tactic of installing boulders along a frontage road 
shoulder near multibillion dollar businesses. This would prevent homeless people and truckers 
from parking despite a pandemic that’s prompted many cities to shy away from policies that push 
homeless people from place to place.

10/8
BUYING FRENZY
New numbers show homes for sale in San Francisco hit a 15-year high. What does that mean for 
buyers and sellers?



10/12
PROJECT HOME 
Elderly tenants were at risk of being homeless in Foster City.  Now taxpayers will help pay their 
rent to keep them housed. 

10/21 
HOMELESS SWEEPS
There’s been a wave of homeless sweeps lately, especially in the East Bay. Oakland just voted to 
restrict the locations of encampments. There are more sweeps scheduled for next week in 
Pleasanton and Vallejo. We ask is this just a political move before the election?  Homeless 
advocates say it is.

10/27
PROJECT HOME RED VICTORIAN
Only on 5: Some LGBTQ artists lost their income after the San Francisco hotel they operated 
shut down due to COVID-19 so they started a drag show to pay the bills. They’re also living in 
the vacant hotel but they don’t have a formal lease, so the non-profit that leases the building says 
they’ll have to go if they don’t start paying full rent.

10/28
OAKLAND HOMELESS FAIRGROUND 
Oakland's City Administrator asked the Alameda County Fairgrounds if they could move people 
living in tents and RVs to the Alameda County Fairgrounds, right near downtown Pleasanton.   
That idea went over about as well as a lead balloon.   Why the push now to relocate the 
homeless?  Also, wouldn't using the space around Oracle make more sense since it's in Oakland? 

11/9
ENCAMPMENT FIRES
There are fears that there will be more homeless encampment fires with the weather so cold.   
We've already seen a couple of big encampment fires in Alameda County.

11/11
PROJECT HOME - HOMELESS HOTELS
Homeless people staying in hotels in San Francisco have been tied to an increase in emergency 
calls. It's been a controversial concept that will be expanded under a similar program statewide, 
but at what cost to neighbors?

11/19
PROJECT HOME - HOMELESS HOTELS
It’s the most aggressive action California has ever taken toward ending homelessness and it’s 
leading to lawsuits in cities like Milpitas. Tonight, Susie Steimle takes a look at Project 
Homekey, the state’s controversial and rare opportunity to house the homeless. 



DIVERSITY/RACIAL JUSTICE

10/5
ASIAN WOMAN ATTACKED
An Asian woman was the victim of a random attack while walking home with her groceries in 
San Francisco. Her sons went on social media pleading for help. Police just announced an arrest.

10/6
COVID-19 EQUITY 
We're learning that four Bay Area counties won't be moving into the next COVID-19 tier 
because they have higher infection rates in disadvantaged neighborhoods. 

10/7
SAN JOSE POLICE REFORM  
Measure G decides whether the powers of San Jose's Independent Police Auditor are expanded. 
If approved, Measure G would give the auditor the ability to investigate allegations against 
police officers for use of force and review reports of officer involved shootings. The measure 
also asks voters if the Planning Commission should be restructured and have its seven members 
grow to eleven.  It would impose term limits for members and prohibit lobbyists from serving. 
Finally, the measure would allow councilmembers to extend the timeline for redistricting due to 
potential delays with the U.S. Census results.

10/8
SAN FRANCISCO ASIAN ATTACKS  
Following two recent violent attacks on Asian American elders, Supervisors Haney and Peskin, 
and District Attorney Boudin alongside Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) community 
leaders and activists are demanding increased support and protection to prevent future targeted 
acts of violence.  The two incidents happened in the Tenderloin within a week of each other on 
Sept. 15th and 22nd.  

10/8
COVID-19 EQUITY 
Four Bay Area Counties will not be able to move to the next tier due to not meeting the equity 
metric. Counties with big disparities in test positivity rates in poorer neighborhoods and 
communities of color may not be allowed to progress within the reopening system and must 
promise to direct more resources toward testing and contact tracing in coronavirus hotspots. 
Those counties are San Francisco, Contra Costa, Sonoma, and San Mateo.

10/8
OAKLAND SLAVERY DISCLOSURE    
As lawmakers around the state are exploring potential ways to pay reparations for slavery, Oakland 
has revived and says it’ll enforce a seemingly forgotten city law that requires certain city 
contractors to disclose any historic ties to slavery.  The ordinance, approved by a city council 15 
years ago, also creates a fund of reparations money that’s supposed to be disbursed to help 
residents in the city’s poorest neighborhoods but it doesn’t force companies to put any money into 
the fund. It applies to contractors that provide insurance or financial services to the city and to 



textile, tobacco, railroad, shipping, rice or sugar companies that do business with the city. Those 
businesses must complete affidavits confirming they searched company records for evidence that 
they had or hadn’t bought or sold people subjected to slavery, used people subjected to slavery as 
collateral, provided loans to purchase people subjected to slavery, insured such transactions or the 
people subjected to slavery.

10/9
FAITH AND BLUE 
San Francisco Police Department along with other national law enforcement groups, the U.S. 
Department of Justice Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS Office) and 
Movement Forward, Inc.'s, One Congregation One Precinct (OneCOP) initiative are jointly 
organizing the most consolidated police community engagement project in recent history. 
National Faith and Blue Weekend (NFBW) with FirstNet, and built with AT&T as its presenting 
sponsor. The mission of NFBW is to facilitate safer, stronger and more unified communities by 
connecting law enforcement officers and residents through local houses of worship

10/13
SERRA STATUES ARREST    
Five suspects accused of felony vandalism were arrested Monday in connection with toppling 
and defacing the Junipero Serra statue outside Mission San Rafael Arcángel in downtown San 
Rafael, police said. The alleged crime happened during a demonstration for Indigenous Peoples 
Day, the same day as the federally recognized Columbus Day holiday to protest against the 
colonization and treatment of Native Americans.  The protest of more than 40 people began at 5 
p.m. at the Mission. Police were on scene observing the demonstration, police Sgt. Justin 
Graham said.

10/13
BIKE REPARATIONS               
A Walnut Creek bicycle shop is making national headlines for offering a 45 percent "Black 
Reparations Discount" to its Black customers.  Rivendell Bicycle Works on N. Main St. says 
they're offering the discount to their Black customers because since 1878 the American bicycle 
industry has employed many imaginative ways to make it harder for Black people to ride 
bikes.  The company, however, is now being threatened with legal action by the Center for 
American Liberty.

10/14
PROJECT HOME - RENT STRIKE
The longest running rent strike in San Francisco has come to a close. Tenants at Midtown Park 
Apartments won their battle against the city. Susie Steimle shows us this storied property with 
roots in racism and redevelopment that’s finally being returned to its original purpose. 

10/15
SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT MENTAL HEALTH                            
San Jose police to team up with county mental health to deescalate crisis situations.
18 new teams of officers and mental health clinicians are forming up right now to respond to 
people in mental health crisis.  The specially trained units will try to address the need for mental 
health services in crisis situations that police often must deal with alone, sometimes with bad 



results such as officer involved shootings.  It is being described as a type of mental health SWAT 
team.

10/20
CAREN ACT                            
Today the San Francisco Board of Supervisors is expected to approve a new law whereby you 
could be held accountable for calling the police on someone with false racially motivated claims, 
like barbecuing outside.

10/21
POPE SAME SEX         
Pope Francis called for the creation of civil union laws for same-sex couples in a documentary 
released Wednesday, straying from the Vatican's traditional position on the topic. The pontiff 
expressed his clearest support for same sex civil unions in the documentary "Francesco" that 
premiered in Rome, the Catholic News Agency (CNA) reported.   Within the film, Pope Francis 
addressed how pastoral care for those in the LGBTQ community should work, saying 
"Homosexuals have a right to be a part of the family."  "They're children of God and have a right 
to a family. Nobody should be thrown out, or be made miserable because of it," the pope said.

10/29
RACIST FLYERS FALLOUT                                         
The Silicon Valley Organization CEO Matt Mahood has resigned in the wake of a racist ad 
scandal.  The CEO has been placed on leave, three board members have quit, the Political Action 
Committee (PAC) has been told to stand down, and an outside investigator is looking into how 
and why the racist ad was published.

10/30
SILICON VALLEY ORGANIZATION (SVO) RACIST FLYER 
A recent, blatantly racist political advertisement was used by the Silicon Valley Organization in 
an effort to marginalize and create fear of our minority communities. Councilmembers Sergio 
Jimenez, Raul Peralez, Magdalena Carrasco, Maya Esparza, Sylvia Arenas and other 
organizations will be issuing statements and calling for comprehensive organizational change 
ensuring these racist campaign practices do not continue.

11/9
BIDEN DEFERRED ACTION CHILDHOOD ARRIVALS (DACA)
There's talk tonight that one of the first things Joe Biden will do when he takes office is extend 
DACA. What does that mean for thousands of Bay Area dreamers who have been in limbo?

11/10
SILICON VALLEY ORGANIZATION RACIST POST                 
The Silicon Valley Organization announces results of their internal investigation into a racist 
political ad that made it onto their website. Apparently, they have made some allies behind the 
scenes who will appear at the press conference today, after massive community backlash over 
the past week.



POLICE BODY CAM VIDEO
The San Jose City Council is expected to adopt a resolution that would require police to release 
body cam footage for "police incidents of extraordinary public interest" like what happened 
during the George Floyd protests. 

11/16
RACIST NEIGHBOR 
This video struck a nerve.  Dozens of people contacted Betty Yu and asked her to look into it. A 
Black woman giving a racist neighbor who goes off on Asians a piece of her mind. It happened 
in an apartment building in San Francisco. Tonight we hear from both sides.

12/8
MARIN HOUSING DIVIDE
Marin is the most segregated county, and many say it is because of its reliance on single-family 
housing.  A new UC Berkeley study showing that Marin County leads the Bay Area in 
segregation didn't come as a surprise to Phil Richardson or for that matter, to other developers 
who have struggled to get housing built in the North Bay county. Since 2004, Richardson has 
been trying to build an apartment house on a 1.25-acre site near the intersection of Camino Alto 
and East Blithedale Avenue, a busy crossroads near a Whole Foods, a post office and the Mill 
Valley Recreation Center. It's one of the few undeveloped lots in town.  Three times between 
2004 and 2019, Richardson submitted plans, and three times the city turned him down, as 
neighbors opposed the project, saying it would snarl traffic and alter the character of the 
neighborhood. Now Richardson is back with a fourth proposal, a 25-unit building that would 
include 12 affordable apartments. He hopes the recent regional focus on the affordable housing 
crisis will change the outcome this time but he is not optimistic.  

CAMPAIGN 2020

10/4
SF EARLY VOTING                                           
Tomorrow early voting begins in San Francisco. The Department of elections has relocated the 
City Hall Voting center to an outdoor area in front of Bill Graham Civic Auditorium.  It will be 
open every weekday, 8am-5pm starting tomorrow through November 2nd. Betty Yu plans to get 
reactions from San Francisco residents.

10/5
PROPOSITION 22 ADVERTISING
Andria Borbia noticed something when she booked an Uber the other day, an ad for vote no on 
Prop 22 popped up. We wanted to know if that is legal? Prop 22 would make app-based 
rideshare and delivery drivers contractors.



10/18
VALLEJO CANDIDATE PROTEST                                             
A protest planned in Vallejo against mayoral candidate Hakeem Brown, who has admitted in an 
open letter that he was arrested several times when he was younger for drugs, possession of a 
firearm, and a scuffle with a domestic partner. He spent four years in jail for his crimes.

10/19
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE (USPS) BALLOT TEST 
Can you trust the USPS to deliver your mail-in ballot on time? We put the mail service to the test 
in Santa Clara, Contra Costa, Alameda and San Francisco counties to see how different Bay Area 
regions perform.

10/23
PROJECT HOME: PROPOSITION 19 
We take a closer look at Proposition 19, which is essentially about property taxes, but also 
promises to help wildfire victims in their recovery. Opponents say it’s misleading. 

10/26
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS VOTING CENTER 
Only on 5: Warriors president Rick Welts walks us through the polling training center at their 
facility in Oakland. It’ll be a voting site and ballot drop off center on election day in addition to 
The Chase Center.

10/26
MEASURE S1
Taking a closer look at Measure S1, which focuses on how the Oakland police department is 
overseen.  It would create an Office of the Inspector General, which would independently 
investigate allegations of police misconduct, and also reform the powers of the police 
commission.

10/27
PROPOSITION 16 AND  21 POLLING                                         
A poll finds that Proposition 16, which would allow race, gender and ethnicity to factor into 
public employment, education and contracting decisions, is underwater by 10 percentage points 
and seemingly unlikely to pass. The rent control measure Proposition 21, which would allow 
local governments to enact rent control on housing that was first occupied over 15 years ago, is 
also 10 points underwater among survey respondents.

10/28
CARDROOM TAX                       
San Jose voters could decide to increase taxes on card rooms' monthly revenues, earnings of 
third-party "prop" players and to increase the number of table games citywide.  If the November 
ballot measure is approved, card room taxes would rise from 15% to 16.5% and, along with other 
measures, would generate $15 million annually for the city's general fund. The new tax doesn't 
apply to organizations that earn less than $10,000 a month in revenue.  The plan would also 
allow each of the city's two casinos to add 15 tables, a total of 30 additional tables citywide, 



something the casino operators have been asking City Hall to do for years. Adding more table 
games requires voter approval, according to the city's gaming policy.   San Jose leaders say City 
Hall critically needs additional revenue, especially given the need for disaster preparedness, 
homeless services and public safety amid the ongoing pandemic.

10/28
ANTIOCH MEASURE T           
A very different measure is on the ballot in Antioch, where Measure T would set the city's 
growth boundary and leave any adjustments up to voters. If approved, the net effect of the 
measure would be to reduce the number of homes allowed within a four-square-mile zone in 
southeast Antioch known as the Sand Creek Focus Area.

10/29
RICHMOND MISSING BALLOTS                                           
Contra Costa County elections officials say they are investigating reports that dozens of voters 
who deposited their ballots into a drop box at Richmond City Hall on Oct. 12 have not been able 
to confirm their ballots were received. 

10/30
VOTING ANGST           
Election Day will mark an end to the incessant campaign ads, phone calls and mailers, but in the 
politically charged Bay Area, it may kick off days, if not weeks of protests and demonstrations. 
Tuesday's historic election will unfold against the backdrop of a global pandemic and nationwide 
civil unrest in response to police killings of Black men and women. While it remains to be seen 
if there will be an outcry, voters seem deeply invested in the outcome, and there is considerable 
angst.   

EARLY VOTING
We’re heading into the final weekend before the election, and tomorrow several voting centers 
are opening around the Bay Area, including Levi’s Stadium and the Oakland Coliseum. Levi’s 
isn’t letting us in for a tour tonight, but Betty Yu did get into a center in Mountain View and is 
talking to the registrar there.

11/2
ELECTION EVE MOOD 
Talking to people who are voting tonight, and also getting a sense of the overall mood.  How are 
people feeling now compared to 4 years ago? What’s changed? Can you trust the presidential 
polls?

11/5
HOW CALIFORNIA VOTED                 
Voting Republican in California is unpopular but some of the ballots rejected and approved show 
the California voter is a lot more complicated than you would think.   Many conservative ideas 
seemed to resonate in voters including Proposition 16 which would have reinstituted affirmative 
action in the state.  What about Proposition 22 Uber/Lyft was seen as anti-labor?  That passed, 



another example that could be seen as more right-leaning.  Political commentators from both 
sides make their arguments.  

11/5
LATINO VOTERS
Did Democrats take the Latino vote for granted?  Republicans got a boost from Latino voters in 
some battleground states, especially Florida and Texas.

11/6
ELECTION WAITING - REPUBLICANS                             
Days of anticipation & uncertainty are wearing on voters on both sides of the aisle. Andrea 
Borbia talks with some Bay Area Republicans to see how they’re dealing with the drawn out 
process. 

ELECTION WAITING - DEMOCRATS                      
Days of anticipation & uncertainty are wearing on voters on both sides of the aisle. Len Ramierz 
talks with some Bay Area Democrats to see how they’re dealing with the drawn out process. 

11/7
KAMALA HARRIS REACTIONS                                                  
Devin Fehley gets Bay Area reactions to Kamala Harris being the first presumptive African 
American, Asian American AND Female Vice President elect.  Harris has deep roots in the Bay 
Area.

FIRES

10/1
GLASS FIRE CALISTOGA       
The orange glow in the hills above Calistoga grew increasingly bright Wednesday night as the 
flames from the Glass Fire crept closer to the idyllic downtown in California's Wine Country. As 
of 11 p.m., the fire on the hillside remained extremely active, according to the National Weather 
Service (NWS), following a firefight that was entering its fifth day. Throughout Tuesday and 
Wednesday, favorable weather conditions slowed the spread of the blaze, but another red flag 
warning was looming Thursday afternoon.  Crews increased their containment of the Glass Fire 
to 5% by Thursday morning, according to Cal Fire, while the blaze grew by 5,000 acres 
overnight to 56,781 acres in total size. At least 143 homes have been destroyed in Napa and 
Sonoma counties, and at least another 46 sustained damage by the flames.  Early Thursday 
morning, weather forecasters expanded their weather warning to include the East Bay hills and 
Santa Cruz mountains, where two large fires were sparked by lightning last month, then fueled 
by similar hot and dry conditions. 



GLASS FIRE ANGWIN               
There was a major flare up just outside Angwin on Hwy 29 at Old Lawley Toll Road and 
firefighters were briefly surrounded.   Calling for major air support, extra engines and strike 
teams, air resources and ground crews attacked the fire just north of Calistoga all day 
Wednesday, trying to knock out most of it before the wind came in. Air tankers made drop after 
drop as the fire raced up the hillside just off Highway 29.

GLASS FIRE LATEST 
The Glass Fire is still only 2% contained and over 51 thousand acres. Complicating things for 
fire crews today is the expected hot weather and high winds. A Red Flag Fire Watch is going 
into place at 1pm today.  Calistoga still remains under mandatory evacuation. Sonoma County 
has closed all district schools for today & tomorrow, and canceled distance learning, due to fire 
threat. 

10/10
WINERIES BACK                                                                           
Roads are reopening in wine country after the Glass Fire devastated the region, and some tasting 
rooms are also reopening.  Are the tourists flocking back?

10/12
SANTA ROSA NO WATER                            
A residential area of Santa Rosa has been without water since October 2nd. The water tank that 
supplies 34 homes has been damaged from the fires and is inoperable. Apparently the tank and 
homes are owned by one person and he has been MIA. Some tenants have vacated but some are 
still living under these circumstances. There has been no communication with residents and no 
plans to fix the tanks.  The neighborhood has come together to demand answers but have been 
unsuccessful. 

10/12
WILDFIRE ANIMALS
Tonight we're getting a look at the 3 mountain lions being cared for at the Oakland Zoo. The zoo 
says this is just the tip of the iceberg in terms of animals injured or imperiled by the wildfire.

10/13
POWER SHUTOFFS
Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) prepares for another Public Safety Power Shutdown (PSPS) 
event that can potentially cut off power to 54,000 customers in 24 California counties.  Going 
dark is not the only concern for many communities in the North Bay.  Andrea Borbia is in 
Calistoga where residents just returned to their homes after the Glass Fire.

10/14
PUBLIC SAFETY POWER SHUTDOWN (PSPS) SHUTDOWN
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) continues to monitor a potentially strong and dry 
offshore wind event forecasted to start Wednesday evening. Given the expected conditions, 
PG&E began its one day advance notifications to customers in areas where PG&E may need to 
proactively turn power off for safety to reduce the risk of wildfire from energized power lines.  



10/15
POWER FIRE WEATHER                      
Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) has begun turning off power to more than 50,000 Northern 
California customers as dry, windy conditions renew the threat of fire in a season already marked 
by deadly, devastating blazes. The utility announced Wednesday evening that it had begun 
cutting power to up to 33,000 customers, with about another 20,000 to follow in a few hours. 
The shutoffs will affect nearly two dozen counties, mostly in the Sierras and San Francisco Bay 
Area, and could last 48 hours. Preemptive electricity cuts are aimed at preventing fires from 
being started by power lines that have been damaged or knocked down amid high winds. 

10/16
WILDFIRE AID 
The Trump administration has rejected California’s request for disaster relief aid for six major 
wildfires that scorched more than 1.8 million acres in land, destroyed thousands of structures and 
caused at least three deaths last month. The rejection of aid late Thursday, a rare move in cases 
of disasters on the scale of California’s fires, escalated a long-running feud between the Trump 
administration and California on the issues of climate change and forest management.

Jefferson Awards -Founded in 1972 by Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Senator Robert Taft Jr., 
and Sam Beard, the Jefferson Awards are the country’s longest standing and most prestigious 
celebration of public service. KPIX produces news segments honoring San Francisco Bay 
Area recipients of these awards. These segments air during KPIX News broadcasts on 
Wednesdays at 6pm, Thursdays at noon, and Sunday mornings. The following Jefferson 
Awards were given during 4th Quarter 2020.  

10/7
NO JEFFERSON AWARDS
 
10/14
Keya Gupta
Keya Gupta noticed a student wasn't following the teacher's instructions in their weight lifting 
class. The student spoke limited English, so Keya, who knows Spanish, started translating for 
him. It turned out that about a third of the class did not speak English.  With her school's 
permission, Keya founded Arriba, an afterschool program with all student volunteers who tutor 
other students in English, Math and other studies. So far Arriba has tutored more than 70 
students from seven local schools. All tutoring sessions are conducted over Zoom for 
safety.  Keya has expanded the program by creating an interactive ChatBot named Lexi on the 
Arriba Academy website so students can practice conversations in English. 
 
 



10/21
Jessica Choi
When Jessica Choi saw family and friends working on the frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic 
she was inspired to found the non- profit GETPPE.  The non-profit’s mission is to connect 
healthcare providers who need Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) with donors who can 
provide it. So far the organization has facilitated the donation of nearly 850,000 pieces of PPE, 
everything from surgical masks to gowns. GETPPE will even help those interested in donating 
blood find the right location to do so in their local community. Jessica works in High Tech in the 
Bay Area, and has recruited many friends and family locally to help her. The organization's reach 
has been tremendous. Donors and recipients are based throughout the continental United States 
and beyond, with donations of precious PPE even making its way to rural areas of the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

10/28
Larry Apke
Dave Rawlings
Childhood friends Larry Apke and Dave Rawlings founded The Job Hackers three years ago. 
The non-profit provides free 6 week courses, offered since the pandemic via Zoom designed to 
help older workers, women and people of color master Agile and Scrum, the most up to date 
language and way of working in tech. So far, 750 people have gone through Larry and Dave's 
free classes. Many have obtained new jobs in tech as a result. Larry and Dave also strongly 
encourage all students who have attended The Job Hacker's to 'pay it forward' by volunteering in 
their communities.  The pair also encourage their students to network with each other as a way of 
providing peer to peer support.

11/4
Jash Gada
Vincent Su
Eddie Wang
When Jash Gada, Vincent Su and Eddie Wang, three students at Lynbrook High School in San 
Jose, found out that Grace Baptist Church needed volunteers to cut hair for the unhoused 
population it serves, the trio of longtime friends sprang into action. In just the last five months, 
the boys have given out around 50 free haircuts to unhoused folks served by the church. Jash, 
Vincent and Eddie say they enjoy meeting and getting to know everyone who sits in their chairs 
for the haircuts.  They post photos and short stories on their Instagram in hopes of bringing 
more awareness to the Bay Area's housing crisis.  
 
  
11/11
Regina Evans
When Regina Evans saw young women of color and others fall victim to the horrendous act of 
human trafficking, she knew she had to act.  Regina founded the Oakland based Regina's Door, a 
small consignment shop specializing in vintage couture complimented by hand sewn items. 
Regina says all the store's profits are used to help human trafficking survivors.  The space is also 
used for community events designed to bring awareness surrounding human trafficking in the 
Bay Area and beyond. Regina along with other organizations, also does outreach in areas of 
Oakland known for prostitution. She makes art pieces on the street, leaving notes of 



encouragement and love, as well as supplies like warm blankets and toiletry items for individuals 
who may be in need. 
  
11/18
Andrew Lu 
With the shift to remote learning during the coronavirus pandemic, South Bay teenager Vincent 
Lu is helping supplement what students learn at school.  After brainstorming on how to 
encourage younger kids to keep wanting to learn, Lu and his friends came up with YAPA Kids, 
which stands for Youth Academic Programs Association (YAPA).  So far, more than 3,000 
students are taking its free virtual classes in all 50 states and ten countries. From music and 
writing to math, more than 400 volunteers teach dozens of subjects to elementary and middle 
school students.  YAPA Kids is also a growing experience for its teen instructors who say 
teaching the younger students has refined their leadership skills and boosted their own levels of 
confidence. 
 
11/25
Ari Weiswasser 
When the wine country fires hit Northern California, Ari Weiswasser knew he wanted to help. 
Ari, founder and chef of Glen Ellen Star began cooking free meals for first responders.  Ari says 
in the beginning it was free pizzas. He and his staff would literally drive around the fire zone 
areas and hand out the free pizzas to any first responders they crossed paths with. Local 
community members heard about Ari's efforts and wanted to help.  When a GoFundMe raised 
additional funds, Ari partnered with other local restaurants to provide meals at fire command 
centers. Now with the fires thankfully out, Ari continues to serve first responders by donating 
meals that are served during free seminars and classes provided to those responders suffering 
from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.  
 
 12/2
Arthur Chan 
Arthur Chan is an exceptional community leader, whose volunteer leadership, personal 
generosity, and extraordinary life story, have touched Chinatown, and all of San Francisco. 
Mr. Chan arrived in the United States from China with nothing but good character and a fierce 
determination to succeed. He was 19 when he arrived from the Chaoshan region in 1960 with 
$80 in his pocket and admission to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.  After transferring to, and 
graduating from San Francisco State, where he met his wife Annie, Mr. Chan took three jobs and 
ultimately saved $25,000 to start an Import-Export business at the corner of Clay & Grant in the 
heart of Chinatown.  Annie tragically succumbed to cancer and in her honor Mr. Chan has 
donated $3.5 million dollars to the hospital which has served the Chinese community for 
decades.  Community service has long been a driving force behind Mr. Chan's success, and the 
beneficiaries of it. He is the founder and lifetime honorary president of the Teo Chew 
Community Center and the lifetime honorary president of the American Asian Elderly 
Humanitarian Society.  He is also a major donor for the Teo Chew Community Center, the 
American Asian Elderly Humanitarian Society, Chinese Newcomers Service Center, the San 
Francisco Elim Church, and Chinese Asian Association. Additionally, he’s made significant 
donations to the American Red Cross, Golden Gate University, and many others. Along the way 
Mr. Chan has never forgotten his immigrant roots, and he has helped many new immigrants gain 
jobs and launch their own businesses.



 
 
 
 
12/9
Jason Angeles 
Ronnie Taylor  
When San Francisco business owners Jason Angeles and Ronnie Taylor saw small Filipino 
owned and operated restaurants struggling to survive during the pandemic, they knew they had to 
help. The pair were part of a small group of prominent Filipino food businesses selected to 
produce free meals for the #FFTF program, or #FILIPINOSFEEDTHEFRONTLINE, an 
initiative that provides funds to Filipino owned food service businesses who then in turn make 
free meals for first responders, low income seniors and the homeless.  Jason and Ronnie saved 
their business with funds from the program.  Now they are paying it forward by donating money 
to other smaller restaurants so that those businesses can produce meals and feed others for free. 
To date, the total number of meals produced by restaurant owners like Jason and Ronnie through 
the #FFTF program totals over 10,000. 

 12/16
Lisa McNaney 
Lisa McNaney founded Culinary Angels in November 2016 as an all volunteer, donation based 
group that provides nutritious and delicious meals at no cost to people struggling with serious 
health challenges in the cities of Livermore, Pleasanton, and Dublin. Lisa’s efforts are a vital 
resource for her community as approximately 95% of Culinary Angels recipients are actively 
undergoing treatment for cancer.  Culinary Angels helps patients on a path toward healthy (and 
delicious) eating as a way to fortify medical technology and a route to wellness. Cancer 
researchers report that roughly one-fifth of all cancers in the United States are linked to excess 
weight, physical inactivity, poor nutrition, or excessive alcohol consumption. For this reason, 
Culinary Angels is focused not only on feeding patients nutritious, organic, anti-oxidant based 
meals, but also on educating their clients about these foods.  Since its launch, Culinary Angels 
has served approximately 4,000 meals, and has doubled its monthly meal deliveries to patients 
and their caregivers. Approximately 45 volunteers are behind the Culinary Angels effort. Each 
has successfully completed the California Food Handler's safety course and has been trained by 
Culinary Angels.  Lisa personally understands the challenges these patients are going through, as 
a cancer survivor herself. 
 
12/23
NO JEFFERSON AWARDS 
 
12/30
JEFFERSON AWARDS HOLIDAY SPECIAL
This is a recap of some of our favorite stories and winners.  It will air the week of 12/30.



Recognizing that access to college was not enough to ensure college completion; Students 
Rising Above was a pioneer in providing comprehensive services to help students successfully 
navigate the academic, emotional, and social challenges of college. Summer internships and 
career guidance programs were later added to provide students with the skills and experience 
to successfully transition into the workforce and break the cycle of poverty.  KPIX produces 
news segments that air every other Monday on the KPIX News at 5PM focusing on these 
special students.  The following is a list of students recognized during the 4th Quarter, 
2020.     

10/2 
Madison Schmidt
Richmond resident Madison Schmidt had packed her suitcase with clothes, books and high hopes 
for a safe school year, as she prepared to return to Beloit College in Wisconsin for her 
Sophomore year. Her arrival on campus freshman year meant adjusting to the snow and the cold. 
This year COVID-19 made Madison's return to campus even more of adjustment. There was no 
snow when she got there.  Instead, she found a largely empty campus as fellow students were 
staying inside their dorm rooms and learning online, with strict guidelines for socialization. More 
restrictions for Madison and other students included social distancing, and to go meals only from 
the dining halls which were closed for in person meals. So far the solitude has worked for 
Madison. She has had time to focus on studying and the social distancing has been a comfort as 
some fellow students have tested positive for COVID-19.  Madison hopes that soon school will 
include in person classes with friends, but only when it's safe to do so.
 
 
10/9
NO STUDENT RISING ABOVE 

10/16
Steven Palomares
Steven Palomares is smart. The UC Davis Senior is majoring in Global Disease Biology with a 
Minor in Quantitative Biology and Bioinformatics. It's no surprise Steven spent the summer 
interning at Genentech. His passion for science is deeply personal, with his own mother's health 
his primary motivation. She has a condition called arterial venous malformations. Left untreated, 
it is life threatening. Steven has it too. His body's blood vessels form abnormal configurations 
that can disrupt blood flow from the heart to the brain. He had surgery to correct it and he says 
aside from occasional migraines his health is good now. However, his mom suffered two strokes 
and almost died. Her surgery saved her life but was costly.  As her medical bills mounted, 
Steven's hardworking immigrant father was forced to sell the family business to take care of 
Steven's mom, now confined to a wheelchair.  Through it all the family remained close and they 
cheered Steven on as he graduated High School and then headed to college. He's now starting his 
senior year, and he's planning on a job in research after graduation. 
 
10/23
LaTasha Brown
Starting a new business takes courage, an attribute that Oakland based entrepreneur LaTasha 
Brown has plenty of.  Diagnosed with an autoimmune disease her last semester of college, 
walking became a daily struggle for LaTasha, but graduation remained her dream.  When she 



made it across the stage with her college degree in hand, it was the completion of a tough 
journey, but one that also included other hurtles.  Born prematurely with hearing and vision 
problems, LaTasha struggled academically, so she was enrolled in special classes through sixth 
grade. During this time she was also bullied by other students. It was a situation that was 
heartbreaking for Brown's mother, Berlinda. So Berlinda Brown fought hard to get her 
daughter enrolled in general education classes.  Her heart filled with joy watching her daughter 
soon make friends, achieve a B average in High School, then college success. Now LaTasha is 
launching her own on-line store out of her Oakland home called Little Lavish Empire. She makes 
t-shirts, children's tutus, and flowered  headpieces. The unique designs are all infused with 
LaTasha's incredible artistry. It's a new life and venture for Latasha, supported by family and 
infused with kindness. 
 
10/30
Jenny Hoang
While all Students Rising Above Scholars are well known to be successful in school and beyond, 
some have hidden talents that are only discovered when they are interviewed by KPIX 5. Such 
was the case for Jenny Hoang who-as it turns out is a whiz when it comes to baking.  On a recent 
morning in the kitchen she shares with family and in front of KPIX 5's cameras Jenny whipped 
up homemade macarons with the precision of a master pastry chef.  When Jenny was just 
thirteen, her mom was diagnosed with cancer. The treatment was rough and Jenny became her 
mom's caretaker. But even while dying, Jenny's mom prioritized her daughter's education, 
enrolling her into an academically focused East Bay charter school. As her mom lost her battle 
with cancer, Jenny focused on school, graduating from High School, then going onto college, 
fulfilling her mom's dream. Student's Rising Above has helped Hoang too. Now she's a senior at 
UC Davis studying psychology, but baking remains her comfort. Her macarons are delicious, and 
just as beautiful as any professional bakery could produce. Hoang delights in sharing the delicate 
treats with friends, family and co-workers.
 
11/6
Jasmine Mack 
Teaching is a tough job even in the best of times, but with COVID-19, its challenges can seem 
overwhelming. Oakland middle school teacher Jasmine Mack understands this all too well. 
School is in session for the 29 year old Jasmine, but like many teachers her classroom is empty. 
Virtual teaching during COVID-19 has been a challenge for her students, as many live and learn 
in one of Oakland's toughest neighborhoods. It's a situation Jasmine can relate to. The Oakland 
native was raised by her grandmother while her mom battled addiction. She was in and out of 
Jasmine's life, so school became the teen's social outlet. And while academics were clearly not 
Jasmine's main focus, she also admits she didn't like teachers.  When one suggested to Jasmine 
that she consider becoming a teacher herself, Jasmine said no way.  It's surprising that teaching is 
now her calling. She served in Teach For America that changed Jasmine's mind, and now she 
loves her chosen profession.  These days, Jasmine has much more to love. She has a 5 year old 
son Carter and she has her mom, who is now back in her life. But it's in her classroom with her 
students, virtual or not where Jasmine has found peace and purpose.  She sees a little bit of 
herself in every student.
 



11/13
Dear Community Project 
With COVID-19 keeping most students isolated from their social support systems, many now 
need a creative and constructive way to express their feelings about current events. Students 
Rising Above (SRA) has met that need head on for its scholars, with the creation of 'Dear 
Community’, an online initiative encouraging Students Rising Above Scholars to share videos, 
essays and art, all reflective of their feelings about social justice and the Black Lives Matter 
movement. The posts are unedited and the content is completely student created and driven. 
'Dear Community' content can be found on Students Rising Above's Facebook and Instagram 
pages as well on the organization's own on line platform the HUB. SRA online content 
supervisors say they are only accepting content from SRA scholars at this time, and that the 
project does not currently have an end date, but will continue as long as there is a need. SRA 
online content supervisors also acknowledge that some viewers may see some of the content as 
controversial, such as posts about abolishing the police. 
 
11/20
Samir Hooker 
Like many high school seniors, Students Rising Above (SRA) Scholar Samir Hooker is finishing 
his last year virtually, studying at home due to COVID-19, while applying to colleges.  Samir is 
excited about the opportunity to further his education.   The 17 year old Sacred Heart Academy 
student is only looking at California schools because Samir's mother is battling two autoimmune 
disorders. The family, which includes Samir's ten year old sister, has been practicing social 
distancing, hunkered down in their San Francisco apartment since the Pandemic began.  The 
family of three is extremely close because they have been through a lot.  Samir's birth father 
passed away from an overdose and his step-father was murdered when Samir was just 10 years 
old. Samir taught himself to code by watching YouTube videos, developed his own APP 
designed to help low income users access better healthcare, and he's launching his own non-
profit next year that will be geared towards children who've lost parents tragically to gun 
violence, accidents, and addiction.  He plans on getting a job during college so he can help 
support his mom and sister financially. 
 
11/27
Cynthia Ramirez 
Losing a parent is the one of the most traumatic events anyone will ever go through.  When 
Cynthia Ramirez-Parra saw her mother be hospitalized, she turned to what some may see as an 
unconventional place for comfort, her late father's grave. It's a place that she considers her safe 
space and it's where she visits the most important man in her life. He was murdered two years 
ago, an event that is still devastating for his daughter. Cynthia comes to his graveside often to 
share life's highs and lows with her dad. Recently the Richmond resident had some good news to 
share. She graduated from UC Berkeley, and she landed her first job.  Her mom was also 
diagnosed with COVID-19, hospitalized, then intubate. Her mom spent over a month in the 
hospital. Cynthia sees her mom’s recovery as a miracle, one she has shared with her dad. 
 
 



12/4
Lucy Lopez 
For Lucy Lopez, art is an escape and a calling.  It's also a career choice the 19 year old UC 
Merced student says she was discouraged from making, so the college sophomore majored in 
Psychology. After a few views of digital art how-to videos, she changed her mind.  Soon she 
began to see art as a viable career choice. Art is something she's been doing and creating since 
she was a young child.  Art was also the connection Lucy had with her father. He was deported 
in 2007 to Central America, an event that devastated his daughter, and the family, both 
emotionally and economically. Lucy's mother had to work 14 hours a day to support her 
children, and Lucy cared for her younger siblings when her mother was gone.  Money was tight, 
so Lucy turned to art again. Lucy made drawings for her mom that are now framed as keepsakes.  
Right now, she’s getting a chance to design for Students Rising Above (SRA). She recently 
submitted a proposed design featuring Black Lives Matter for SRA's annual report.  While Lucy 
has not seen her father in several years, she speaks with him regularly by phone. She's the first in 
her family to go college and she hopes to be the first to attend art school, news she would love to 
share with her father.
  
12/11
NO STUDENTS RISING ABOVE 
 
12/18
NO STUDENTS RISING ABOVE
 
12/25 
SPECIAL
A special that includes highlights from 2020, and re-airings of favorite student profiles. This year 
we are also including a short story detailing how we are keeping KPIX production crews and 
SRA students safer during the filming of their stories. 

 


