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KPIX News has ascertained that during the 3rd Quarter of 2021 that these subjects were of 
concern to San Francisco Bay Area residents.  KPIX News broadcast stories during this 
quarter on these subjects, which during this time focused largely on stories about the ongoing 
Covid 19 Pandemic, Crime and Safety, California Drought and the Recall Election. KPIX 
News is broadcast Monday through Friday at 4:30AM, 5AM, 6AM, 12PM, 5PM, 6PM, 7PM 
and 11PM.  Saturdays at 6AM, 5PM, 6PM and 11PM.  Sundays at 6AM, 5PM, 6PM and 
11PM. 



COVID-19 HEALTH and VACCINE ISSUES

9/22 
PFIZER KIDS VACCINE                                   
In a highly anticipated announcement, Pfizer said on Monday a Phase 2/3 trial showed its 
COVID-19 vaccine was safe and generated a "robust" antibody response in children ages 5 to 11. 
FDA officials have said that once data is submitted, the agency could authorize a vaccine for 
younger children in a matter of weeks.

8/25
SAN JOSE POLICE VACCINE MANDATE
San Jose Police Officers Association pushes back against the city mandates requiring all officers 
to be vaccinated.  Some officers are threatening to quit. 125 officers threaten to call out rather 
than report for their shift.

8/6 
VACCINE MANDATES
More private firms are requiring vaccinated employees.  United Airlines is the latest to announce 
mandates, and we look at employer and worker rights when it comes to vaccine mandates.

8/4
KIDS COVID-19 CONCERNS
We talk to Marin pediatrician Karin Shavelson about how young kids are being left 
unvaccinated.  How long until that changes?  What can parents do now as kids head back to 
school?

8/2
MARIN CITY COVID
Marin County touts high vaccine rates, but in the under-served community of Marin City, only 
about 60% of those eligible are vaccinated.  John Ramos explores why rates are so low in this 
part of Marin where the majority of residents are people of color.

8/2
MASK MANDATE
Health officers in the largest Bay Area counties announce yet another round of masking 
mandates for all indoor dining.  This comes after mask mandates were lifting, but are not going 
away.

7/28
MASK MASS CONFUSION
Talk to health officials about the rapidly changing and confusing mask guidelines.  We go to 
Contra Costa County, where there are growing cases, even with growing vaccinations.



7/27
CDC MASK GUIDELINES 
The CDC backpedals on masking guidelines and recommend that even vaccinated people wear 
masks indoors in the parts of the United States where the virus is surging.  

7/26
NEW VACCINE RULES
Governor Newsom announces all state workers and all healthcare workers have to provide proof 
of vaccination or undergo rigorous testing protocols.   Newsom is encouraging all private 
employers to do the same.

7/21
RUTHERFORD MASKS
Solano County now is not asking people to mask up.  They say COVID-19 is spread at people’s 
homes, not in the workplace or business.   We talk with Dr. George Rutherford about who should 
be masking up.

7/20
VACCINE RISK
Looking at how much higher positivity rates can get around the Bay Area.  How much higher 
can they get even with high vaccination rates, and how much higher will they be allowed to get?

7/5 
HOLIDAY COVID SURGE
With the Delta variant surging, anxiety and concern are high after large July 4th gatherings.

COVID-19 SCHOOL AND BUSINESS ISSUES 

9/23 
STUDENT VACCINE MANDATE           
The Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) board votes to mandate students to get the vaccine 
if they wish to attend in person class.  The next steps are to create an implementation plan and 
timeline. This comes as OUSD teachers are demanding more 
COVID-19 protocols and there will be rallies held later today on that. Justin Andrews is talking 
to teachers and the Oakland Education Association President about this.

9/22
OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT (OUSD) TEACHERS 
Looking into a list of complaints made by teachers who work in OUSD.  They claim the rosy 
picture painted by the district about COVID-19 testing and infections is not what they are 
dealing with.  They say there is a lack of access to testing, more COVID-19 cohorts, and they 



claim the district is not being transparent.  We talk to OUSD to see if these claims are valid.  We 
also interview teachers.

8/27
MT. DIABLO CLASS SHAKEUP
The largest school district in the East Bay is struggling with overstaffing as many more kids opt 
to stay at home.  Now the district is collapsing classrooms and moving teachers to different 
schools.

8/26
CALIFORNIA JOBLESS BENEFITS
As juiced up Employment Development Department benefits start to expire for millions of 
Californians, will we finally see workers back on the job?  With benefits ending, employers are 
cautiously optimistic.

8/11
GOOGLE WORK FROM HOME
Google launches an interval pay calculator to see what pay cut you will get if you work from 
home or outside the immediate area of your worksite.   This is broadening to include other Bay 
Area employers.

8/10
SAN JOSE SCHOOLS REOPENING
This is the first day of school at the Eastside Union District. Devin Fehley shows us the new 
safety measures, vaccination rules, and any concerns among students and staff.

8/6 
OAKLAND SCHOOLS REOPEN
Kaiser hosts a vaccination clinic for returning students to Oakland Technical High School.  
School starts in three days.

8/5
SAN JOSE CITY VACCINATION
San Jose city employees will be required to be vaccinated or take weekly tests per a new city 
mandate.  The city is encouraging private business to follow suit.

8/2
BRENTWOOD SCHOOL COVID -19
Brentwood School announces they have 15 COVID-19 cases among students and staff just three 
days into the new school year.  As more schools return to in person learning, what are schools 
doing to mitigate COVID-19?

7/29
HAYES VALLEY BUSINESS
A KPIX viewer tips us to a business in Hayes Valley, San Francisco that is throwing in the 
towel.  Between the Pandemic and crime and transient issues they are closing up for good.



7/28
MASK BUSINESS
We take a closer look at how businesses are coping with the confusion around masking.  What 
are their plans given the changing messages from State and Federal officials?

7/20
COVID-19 BACK TO WORK 
Apple is delaying the return to offices by at least one month.  Will other tech firms follow suit?

7/13
CAR PART SHORTAGE
The pandemic slowed production of critical high tech automotive replacement parts.  It’s another 
part of the overall slowdown in automotive production since the beginning of the pandemic.

7/7
DRIVER SHORTAGE
Companies who rely on delivery drivers are struggling with a shortage of qualified drivers.  The 
Teamsters Union hosts a first-ever job fair to attract new workers.

7/2
SAN JOSE HOMELESS BUSINESSS 
Business owners want the homeless out of the area as they struggle to bring back customers.

POST PANDEMIC RE-OPENING 

9/4
LABOR DAY TRAVEL  
With the long Labor Day holiday weekend ahead, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) is 
issuing a warning to the unvaccinated.   "First and foremost, if you are unvaccinated, we would 
recommend not traveling," CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky announced Tuesday.   San 
Francisco International Airport Duty Manager Russell Mackey called the upcoming Labor Day 
weekend another "normal COVID-19 holiday weekend" for the airport. He said any changes to 
come after the CDC travel warning will be up to specific airlines.  He encouraged travelers to be 
mindful of the pandemic, and is urging them to understand what it will take to return home.

9/3
BOTTLEROCK FRIDAY
Day one of the big music, food, and arts festival that brings tons of money in.  What about 
COVID-19 concerns?  What are the protocols?  What are the locals saying?  



8/13
SAN JOSE JAZZ FESTIVAL
The popular summer event returns for live performances, the first since the start of the pandemic.  
This is great news for music lovers, and also the many small businesses that cater to fans.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS
The 49ers have their first preseason home game, and are hoping the Santa Clara Valley 
Transportation Authority (VTA) revs up their train service for fans filing into Levi’s Stadium for 
the first time since start of the pandemic.

7/26
COVID-19 TRANSIT RECOVERY
The final report from the Bay Area Traffic planners as they reboot all public transit and return to 
near normal schedules.  We examine what this means for commuters.

7/13
PARKLETS LIVE
San Francisco moves a step closer to allowing restaurants and businesses to keep their “parklets” 
to serve customers outdoors.  The parklets were installed as a way to help businesses rebound 
from the COVID-19 lockdown.

7/8
HYBRID WORK
As more tech companies plan to reopen, we are learning more about their hybrid work model, 
with some companies bringing back more workers in house.

7/2 
WELCOME BACK FIREWORKS 
The Oakland A’s baseball team host post game fireworks to welcome fans back to the ballpark 
post shutdown.

CALIFORNIA RECALL ELECTION

9/15     
NEWSOM AGENDA                    
We cover an event with the Governor in the East Bay. We focus on the Governor’s agenda 
moving forward.  At the event today, the Governor will visit a classroom, then attend a 
classroom celebration, then take questions from reporters.  

9/13
RECALL ELECTION LATE VOTERS 
Who’s voted, who hasn't, and what are the expectations for turnout for the Recall election 
tomorrow?  We focus on what motivated people to vote early or wait to turn out on Tuesday.  
Juliette Goodrich heads to the East Bay in the afternoon to talk to voters.



9/13
RECALL ELECTION EXPECTATIONS
Governor Newsom and recall candidates are crisscrossing the state trying to drum up votes. John 
Cox will be at the French Laundry at 1pm, while Governor Newsom and President Joe Biden 
will appear together late today in Southern California.  We will also harvest feeds for the other 
recall candidates, and focus in on the expectations for Tuesday's Recall Election.

9/10
RECALL ELECTION POLLING           
The recall election polling is now reflecting the basic math that’s been underlying this contest the 
entire time. Many political experts were chattering that the earlier polling, especially that one 
Survey USA poll, was pretty unreliable.   Some showed younger voters overwhelmingly against 
Governor Newsom which seems highly unlikely.   This recall may ultimately drive more people 
to the determination that the gubernatorial recall process is flawed and is one more reason for a 
constitutional convention, etc.

9/8    
GOVERNOR NEWSOM/KAMALA HARRIS RECALL ELECTION
Vice President Kamala Harris will Join Governor Gavin Newsom & rally Californians against 
the Republican Recall.

9/2
RECALL ELECTION EARLY RETURNS
Gavin Newsom and Kevin Faulconer are holding events in San Francisco today.  New polling 
shows the recall effort stalling, but what are the early returns telling us?   

8/31
RECALL ELECTION TWO WEEKS AWAY
We will talk to registrars about voter turnout projections, and look at preparation for all the mail 
in balloting.

8/26 
RECALL ELECTION FEMALE VOTE                     
We are talking to women voters which is relevant due to some comments Larry Elder recently 
made.  How is the powerful block intending to vote on the Recall Election?   CNN says many 
female voters are exhausted and frustrated by COVID-19 restrictions, last year's school closures 
and the state's homelessness crisis.   These are all key vulnerabilities for Governor Newsom's 
team as they fight against Democratic apathy ahead of the September 14th election.  The 
controversy over Larry Elder's positions and past derogatory remarks about women has supplied 
the governor's allies with welcome talking points as they urge disengaged and disenchanted 
Democratic women to return their ballots.

8/25
RECALL ELECTION CANDIDATES 
We catch up with two leading candidates who are barnstorming the Bay Area and polling shows 
a closer race.



8/13 
NEWSOM NO RECALL ELECTION KICKOFF
Governor Newsom officially kicks off statewide his “No on Recall” campaign.  Hinting he is 
getting some high-powered support from President Biden, showing just how serious the No on 
Recall campaign is.

8/12
LARRY ELDER NEWSOM RECALL ELECTION  
Recall front runner Larry Elder is speaking to a large crowd of supporters in San Jose, making 
his case why he should replace Gavin Newsom.

8/3
RECALL ELECTION STAKES
The recall is over a month away, and ballots go out in two weeks.  Wilson Walker shows us a 
“how-to” on how the recall election works.

7/27
KEVIN FAULCONER RECALL ELECTION
Former San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer has emerged as a leading candidate in the potential 
Gavin Newsom recall effort.  He is in San Francisco to lambaste what he calls an out-of-control 
crime problem.

ENVIRONMENT/DROUGHT/WILDFIRES

9/23
HEALDSBURG WATER
Healdsburg is leading the way when it comes to conserving water.  We examine what is their 
secret and how are they doing it.

9/23
VALLEY WATER PROJECT                           
Santa Clara County is in a drought emergency and our water supplies are in jeopardy. State 
and local reservoirs are at historic lows. Climate change is expected to result in longer and more 
severe droughts in the decades to come.  We must invest in technology and infrastructure to 
secure water supplies for today and future generations.

9/22      
BART STATIONS UNDERWATER         
Here in the San Francisco Bay Area, experts predict climate change will be felt far and wide with 
hotter temperatures, fiercer wildfires and more intense droughts than in previous years.  Climate 
change will not spare the Bay Area’s transit agencies.  Already, as recently as 2019, Bay Area 
Rapid Transit (BART) faced massive system wide delays on a particularly hot summer day.  



9/17
SUDDEN TREE DIE OFF
The Park District is hosting California National Resources Agency (CNRA), Deputy Secretary of 
Forest Resources Management Jessica Morse for a site tour of two of our Regional Parks that 
have been hit by the recent phenomenon of Sudden Tree Die-Off, which impacts wildfire risks. 
So far, the Park District has identified 1,500 acres of tree die-off in parks caused by the extreme 
drought and changing climate. Dead standing trees burn hotter, faster and can cast embers far 
ahead of the original fire, igniting potentially dangerous new fires.

8/27    
SONORA FOOTHILLS WILDFIRES       
The Washington Fire in Tuolumne County west of Sonora held at 81 acres overnight. 
Firefighters gained 10% containment, Cal Fire said. A wildfire broke out in California's Sierra 
Nevada foothills just west of the city of Sonora on Thursday afternoon, triggering evacuations. 
The Washington Fire ignited near the intersection of Golf Links Road and Highway 108, and had 
spread to 50 acres within a couple hours.  
 
8/24
SOLAR TRAIN
A North Bay group in the final phase of beta testing a train that runs on solar power.   They say it 
will game-change both freight and passenger train travel.

8/16
RUSSIAN RIVER WATER
California Resources are very concerned about Russian River water delivery, and may impose 
stricter curtailments.   There are concerns many are ignoring earlier sanctions, deepening the 
possibility of water restrictions.

8/16 
DREAMS POLL CLIMATE
We team up with CBS Pollster Anthony Salvanto for a group project in the California Dream 
Poll.  Today we break down the number on Climate Change.

8/13  
DROUGHT ANIMALS
People living near East Bay Regional Parks report more wildlife are leaving the park and 
wandering into the suburbs in search of water.  We talk to East Bay Regional Parks and to people 
living near the parks.

8/9  
WATER DIVINERS
A Sonoma County man is in high demand as a dowser. A professional water finder who uses 
“mysterious powers” to find the proper place to drill for wells.  



8/6
OROVILLE PLANT SHUTDOWN
One of California’s largest hydroelectric plants is forced to shut down due to the drought.  This 
decision was made after water levels at the state’s second largest reservoir dropped to critically 
low levels.

8/4
DROUGHT ANIMAL FARM
Sonoma County Farm rescue is taking in cattle and other livestock who are ill or dying due to 
lack of water.  Some ranchers can’t water their stock because their wells are dry.

7/13
DROUGHT EMERGENCY 
Santa Clara declares a drought emergency in effort to curtail water waste.  

7/8
PETALUMA WATER
Petaluma residents are urged to cut back on water use due to the drought.  We find that while 
residents have cut back, the city has not.

7/8
TSUNAMI MAP
The California Geological Survey released hazard maps for San Francisco Bay.  The maps show 
a greater risk for many bayside areas around the Bay.

7/8
SANTA CRUZ MOUNTAINS HEAT 
There is concern in the mountains as excessive heat warnings and fire danger puts residents and 
firefighters on edge.

7/7
ANDERSON DAM PROJECT
Valley Water begins work on Anderson Dam, allowing the safe release of water during major 
storms, improving safety for water delivery.

7/6
TREES IN DROUGHT
Water watchers are worried about people yanking out all their trees in an effort to save water.  
They say, not so fast, this may be doing more harm than good.

7/5
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY WILDFIRE FIREWORKS CALLS 
Calls to Contra Costa County fire departments are down as much as 40% over 2020 during the 
4th of July; but they also dealt with several dangerous fireworks caused wildfires.



7/2
WILDFIRE FIREWORKS  
Fire officials are concerned about large wildfires breaking out due to illegal fireworks.

7/1
SAN JOSE WILDFIRE TRAINING                     
The San Jose Fire Department will be conducting live fire training exercises. The purpose of this 
training is to instruct recruit firefighters in wildland firefighting practices. This live fire training 
is consistent with previous exercises the San Jose Fire Department has conducted in the park, 
allowing recruit firefighters to utilize specialized tools and equipment, personal protective 
equipment, and employ wildland suppression strategies and tactics in a controlled setting. 

7/1
WILDFIRE RATE HIKES
Pacific Gas & Electric asked regulators Wednesday to grant a $3.6 billion rate hike to help it pay 
for hardening its power systems to prevent deadly wildfires.  The nation's largest electric utility 
requested the hike beginning in 2023, with half of the increase devoted to wildfire safety, 
spokeswoman Lynsey Paulo told the Sacramento Bee.  

CRIME AND SAFETY

9/22   
SAN FRANDISCO CRIME CRACKDOWN
Mayor London Breed announces organized retail crime initiative.  A San Francisco Police 
Department led initiative aims to partner with the private sector to result in higher reporting rates 
and more investigations, better enabling regional task force partners to solve cases and target 
upstream criminal enterprises.

8/23
POLICE REFORM
The California Attorney General and the Antioch Mayor are both holding press conferences to 
update police reform measures.  Antioch has been out front of Bay Area police reforms since the 
2020 Summer of Justice.

7/21
SAN FRANCISCO RETAIL CRIME
While City leaders point fingers, San Francisco is suffering from a PR nightmare locally and 
nationally as viral videos give the impression of unchecked crime.  The governor is meeting with 
law enforcement to try and curtail crime and reduce retail theft in communities across California.

7/13
SAN MATEO SAFETY
Community groups drafts volunteers to observe and report crime related incidents in the 
downtown corridor. This comes after recent attacks targeting members of the Asian American 
and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community.



7/7
OAKLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT (OPD) CHIEF COMMUNITY SAFETY 
The OPD Chief announces new community-based initiative to combat surging violent crime in 
Oakland.

7/6
SAN FRANCISCO SMASH AND GRAB 
San Francisco Police Department confirms yet another smash and grab at a high-end retail store 
in Union Square, thwarting return to normal business operations

7/2 
LAKE MERRITT PLANS
The Oakland Police Department (OPD) shuts down large parts of Oakland’s Lake Merritt for the 
July 4th weekend after a violent weekend during Juneteenth celebrations.  Community members 
are outraged.

7/1
TARGET SAN FRANCISCO CRIME                
The Target Metreon store decided to close early due to security concerns.   Their hours are 
changing from 9am - 10pm to 9am - 6pm due to theft concerns. We reached out to the San 
Francisco Police Department to get statistics on shop lifting.  We also reached out to Target for 
confirmation and a statement.

The Jefferson Awards - Founded in 1972 by Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Senator Robert 
Taft Jr., and Sam Beard, the Jefferson Awards are the country’s longest standing and most 
prestigious celebration of public service.  KPIX produces news segments honoring San 
Francisco Bay Area recipients of these awards. These segments air during KPIX News 
broadcasts on Wednesdays at 6pm, Thursdays at noon, and Sunday mornings. The following 
Jefferson Awards were given during 3nd Quarter 2021.  

7/7
Rita Mancera
Rita Mancera is executive director of Puente de La Costa Sur, a nonprofit located in the coast 
side town of Pescadero.  The nonprofit serves the San Mateo County South Coast communities 
of Pescadero, La Honda and beyond. Under Rita’s leadership, Puente grew to include pandemic 
relief efforts such as food and rent assistance, establishment of a farmer’s market, weekly meals, 
meet-ups for farm workers and paid internships for coastal youth. Rita is an immigrant who came 
to the California coast with her family and serves the immigrant community with pride. 
 
 



7/14
Wanda Stewart
Wanda Stewart is executive director of Common Vision, an Oakland based non-profit committed 
to food justice.   Common Vision plants and maintains orchards in urban and underserved 
communities. Wanda overseas a dozen East Bay school partnerships that teach thousands of 
students the basics of fruit and vegetable gardening. Students, families and other community 
members are also able to pick free fruits and vegetables from gardens in their own 
neighborhoods. When the pandemic started, the organization began rescuing donated food from 
Good Eggs in Oakland and distributed it for free throughout the community. During this time, 
students also received more than 450 fruit trees to plant in home gardens. Wanda is a former 
school administrator, and teacher. 
 
7/21
Shell Cleave
Shell Cleave is the founder of Sea Hugger, a San Mateo Coast based non-profit dedicated to 
protecting and healing the ocean from plastic waste.  Shell says her goal is to educate others 
about the dangers of plastics to our ocean environments, while also encouraging our 
communities to reduce our reliance on plastics. Sea Hugger hosts twice monthly beach clean ups.  
Shell herself is a cancer survivor and says Sea Hugger and its volunteers have inspired her as she 
recovers her health. During the pandemic Shell and Sea Hugger also started a day camp for 
school aged children, housed inside a repurposed school bus. Sea Hugger campers learn about 
ocean conservation, and take daily field trips to the beach. 
 
7/28
Jill Martinez 
Jill Martinez has dedicated her life to serving those who have served our country. For more than 
30 years Jill worked at the Department of Veterans Affairs in Contra Costa County.  After she 
retired, Jill continues to come to work each week as a volunteer, assisting veterans and their 
families. For many years, she ran a weekly free coffee meet-up for veterans, a place for them to 
connect, make friends and have social support. Jill is the first female employee at the department 
after it lifted its requirement that all employees be veterans themselves.  
  
8/4
Roberto Hernandez 
Roberto Hernandez known as the ‘Mayor of San Francisco’s Mission District’, a distinction that 
surprises no one who knows his good works. From housing rights advocacy to being the driving 
force behind the Carnaval parade and festival, Roberto serves his community in every way he 
can. When the pandemic hit, Roberto saw that his neighbors needed food, so he founded Mission 
Food Hub. Now more than 9,000 families receive free, weekly food boxes with fresh fruit, 
vegetables, eggs, meat and milk from a bustling location in the heart of the Mission.  Roberto has 
also organized testing sites and vaccine events for his community.  His organization also offers 
rental and employment assistance. His army of volunteers says Roberto is a true leader, and an 
inspiration. 
 
 



8/11
Noralea Gipner
In 2020, Noralea Gipner founded the Homeless Action Coalition when she saw the unhoused in 
her community of Martinez struggle with basic needs such as access to food, clothing, showers, 
medical care and a safe place to sleep. Noralea established a temporary camping area in an open 
space in Martinez, and provided temporary bathroom, sink and cooking spaces for the unhoused 
living in tents in the area. Her non-profit also partners with other agencies to provide weekly 
showers, clothing distribution, and free breakfasts at a local Martinez business area parking 
lot.  Noralea is a former city council member, who says she is inspired to find new ways to serve 
her community after retirement. 
  
8/18
Jose Castaneda 
Jose Castaneda starts Saturday mornings fist bumping his guests, all military veterans who for 
the past 10 years, have come for free Saturday breakfast at Castaneda’s market in Windsor.  The 
weekly meals bring joy to the 15-50 veterans who show up, many served in Korea and Vietnam 
but some in Afghanistan and Iraq. The group didn't meet in person for a year during the 
pandemic but during that time Jose packed up breakfast burritos, hand sanitizer and toilet paper 
for pickup and delivery.  When the Veterans did meet in person again in May of 2021, it was like 
a family reunion. The veterans say they have forged deep connections with each other and the 
Castaneda family.  

8/25
Dr. Kate Kuzminski
Dr. Sarah Reidenbach 
Veterinarians Kate Kuzminski and Sarah Reidenbach founded Ruthless Kindness as a way to 
serve domestic violence survivors and their pets. The pair explain that in many cases of domestic 
abuse, the victim will stay in a dangerous situation rather than leave their pets to go to a shelter. 
Kate and Sarah bought and refurbished an old fire truck, outfitting it as a mobile vet clinic. The 
pair go to shelters and offer their services for free, such as pet vaccines, nail trims and minor vet 
treatments. Sarah is especially passionate about this mission because she says she is also a 
survivor of domestic abuse. Volunteers from past Jefferson Award winner Shirley Zindler’ s 
nonprofit Dogwood, are frequent helpers at Kate and Sarah's events. 
 
9/1
Veronica Shepard
Veronica Shepard founded the San Francisco Faith Based Coalition in 2016 as way to tackle 
health problems among the City’s underserved African American community. Shepard is 
director for the Office of Anti-Racism and Equity at the city's Department of Public Health, and 
harnesses those connections for good. Her nonprofit partnered with SF New Deal to deliver more 
than 350,000 prepared meals to more than 1,600 households in the year and a half since the 
pandemic hit.  Since only half of African Americans in San Francisco have gotten the COVID-19 
vaccine, the coalition held pop-up clinics to vaccinate more than 700 people. They gave away 
turkey and other food to 5,000 households at Christmas. They plan to repeat the project with 
their community collaborators this winter.  Shepard says, as a person of faith, she's simply 
fulfilling her life purpose.



 
 
9.8.2021
NO JEFFERSON AWARD 

9/15
Shizue Seigel
Shizue Seigel is a champion for Black and Indigenous People of Color (BIPOC) writers and 
poets throughout the Bay Area. A Japanese American author and community activist serves 
others through her nonprofit, Write Now! SF Bay. More than 350 people of color have come to 
her twice a month creative writing workshops since 2015 to explore race, class, culture, gender 
and identity. The sessions are funded by the city's Arts Commission and grants and foundations 
so people come for free or pay a small donation.  Seigel is also a published author, with such 
notable books as Good Conscience, which profiles Caucasians who risked their lives helping 
Japanese Americans during the World War 2 internment. Seigel is also an artist, whose works 
include tributes to other BIPOC community members who have passed away. 
  
9/22
Felisia Thibodeaux
Felisia Thibodeaux is the Executive Director of the Bookman Center, at the Southwest 
Community Corporation, a senior center located in San Francisco. During the pandemic 
Thibodeaux expanded Bookman’s services to include free groceries, hot meals and COVID-19 
testing. Once the vaccine became available, Thibodeaux called every senior on the Center’s 
roster, to offer free vaccines, and rides to and from vaccine clinics when needed. She also 
organized vaccine availability for community members who could not leave their homes to come 
to the center. 
  
9/29
Malcolm Marshall
Malcolm Marshall is the founder and Executive Editor of the Richmond Pulse.  A Richmond 
based, nonprofit news content source providing free, hyper local community focused content 
online and in print. Marshal, a seasoned journalist, founded Richmond Pulse ten years ago with a 
focus on health reporting and training of young Black and Indigenous People of Color (BIPOC)  
journalists. So far, the paper has provided journalism opportunity for approximately 70 young 
people. Each are responsible for their own news articles and photos. Marshall pays them a small 
stipend for their work, and he personally mentors them, helping them hone their reporting skills. 
 

 

Recognizing that access to college was not enough to ensure college completion; Students 
Rising Above was a pioneer in providing comprehensive services to help students successfully 
navigate the academic, emotional, and social challenges of college. Summer internships and 
career guidance programs were later added to provide students with the skills and experience 
to successfully transition into the workforce and break the cycle of poverty.  KPIX produces 
news segments that air every other Monday on the KPIX News at 5PM focusing on these 



special students.  The following is a list of students recognized during the 3rd Quarter, 
2021. 

7/2
Alyssa Burton 
Alyssa Burton shows courage beyond her years. The 18-year-old UCLA Freshman is not the first 
in her family to go to college, but she will be the first to graduate. Alyssa’s mom also attended 
college in Southern California but had to drop out as she suffers from on-going Paranoid 
Schizophrenia.  Alyssa says medical treatment and family care helped her mom at first but her 
mom eventually stopped accepting care and became violent and unable to care for her daughter. 
Alyssa has been living with her grandmother ever since, and says she hopes sharing her story 
will give others the courage to seek mental health care assistance when needed. Alyssa plans on 
majoring in Biology with an eye towards medicine. She is hoping her education will enable her 
to serve those in need.  
 
7/9
Mohamed Alghaithi 
Studying science is a favored past time for Mohamed Alghaithi, perhaps second only to soccer. 
For the past few years Mohamed has played for Soccer Without Borders, a nonprofit serving 
Oakland and other cities across the U.S. and beyond. It’s a logical choice for the 2021 Oakland 
International High School graduate. He and his family came to the US from Yemen as refugees 
when Mohamed was 15. He learned English within a year, and graduated with honors from high 
school.  Now he’s at the University of California Davis, living on campus for his freshman year.
 
7/16
America Cadena 
America Cadena knows her first name sparks curiosity and conversation. The Freshman student 
at University of California Davis says she was named after a professional soccer team in Mexico, 
not the county she was born in.  When she was in grade school she moved to California from 
Utah.  Her family struggled financially in the pricey Bay Area, and they made ends meet by 
selling donuts in their East Oakland neighborhood.  America struggled too with her family’s 
financial troubles, and school became her safe space. During high school she made the honor 
roll, while volunteering at her school’s onsite garden and orchard.  This experience inspired 
America to study landscape architecture at college. 
 
7/23
Rodaishia James
So many Students Rising Above scholars are high achievers, and always on the go, and 
Rodaishia James is no exception. This year she’s headed to the historically Black University 
(HBCU), Alabama State for her last semester of college.  Rodaishia says this choice will provide 
her with an educational, and generational link to her extended family and community in the 
south. The move will be a big jump for a young woman who's lost so much. Her father passed 
away when she was in elementary school, and when Rodaishia was 15, she lost her mother to 
breast cancer. In honor of her parents, Rodaishia has pursued education with a passion. She made 



the honor roll at Pittsburgh High School, and she has interned every summer during college in 
high tech, healthcare and human resources. She also studied abroad in China as a double major in 
Business Administration and Asian Studies. Rodaishia says she hopes more career opportunities 
and travel will soon follow. 
  
7/30
Dymond Allen
It's true that one moment can change a person's life, and for Dymond Allen that moment almost 
didn't happen. The 21-year-old Oakland native applied for an internship at Kiva, a San Francisco 
based nonprofit that provides access to crowd funded loans for individuals in underserved 
communities. Kiva selected Dymond for one of its five summer internships, calling to let her 
know she had the job. Dymond did not pick up those calls, so the job went to someone else. Then 
came a twist of fate. The job became open again. She accepted, and has excelled in her new role. 
Dymond is also currently a student at Clark Atlanta University pursuing computer engineering. 
It’s a five year program that will also lead her to North Carolina A&T. After graduation she 
hopes to work at Apple. 
 
8/6
No Students Rising Above
 
8/13
Abigail Santiago
Most parents hope when a child goes off to college, they will hear from them at least once in a 
while. But for Abigail Santiago, calling home is a daily comfort for both her and her family. 
Abigail's mother FaceTime’s with her eldest child every day. That connection is important to this 
mother and daughter who've been through so much. Erika was 20 years old, living in the United 
States on her own when Abigail was born. Desperate for help, Erika brought her newborn 
daughter to Mexico to live with family while she returned to her job in the United States. Abigail 
lived in Mexico for the next 7 years, until Erika was finally able to bring her home to California. 
At that time, Abigail only spoke Spanish and the transition at school was tough.  In two years, 
Abigail learned English, and was excelling at school.  From 6th grade, she consistently made 
Oakland Unified School District's Latino Student Honor roll. Currently Abigail is a junior 
studying psychology at Lehigh University in Pennsylvania and working as a fellow in its 
admission's office. 
  
8/20
No Students Rising Above 
 
8/27
Mason Phoenix
Mason Phoenix is a rising Sophomore at Bowdoin College in Maine studying computer science. 
He also interned over the summer at a private equity firm in New York City and he continues to 
study Mandarin, a language he has nearly mastered.  Raised by his single mom, Mason and his 
three sisters were taught early to make education their top priority. All the siblings are very high 
achievers but Mason has additional talents. Beginning in the 6th grade Mason taught himself to 
play the Saxophone by watching YouTube videos. During the pandemic Mason has not been 



able to play in person with other musicians so he posted his musical videos to the on-line site, 
with hopes that his playing offers encouragement during these difficult times.
9/3
Paulo Orozco 
Paulo Orozco agrees that a picture tells the story of a thousand words.  His camera is the tool he 
uses to tell stories of others in need. Paulo's pictures are more than just a quick snap. Each is a 
carefully planned expression of his subjects most vulnerable selves.  Each session's location, 
lighting and even clothing are all chosen by Paulo, thoughtfully designed and curated to help his 
subjects heal from trauma. It's a view the 19-year-old photographer is personally familiar with. 
When we first met Paulo back in 2019, he was a high school student at Downtown College Prep 
in San Jose.  As a young teen, Paulo had developed an eating disorder and lost 30 pounds from 
his already thin frame. Friends, family and eventually Paulo himself realized he needed help. He 
received counseling and in time the need to control his eating lessoned. Now he’s a college 
Sophomore at the University of California Berkeley studying Molecular Cell Biology, and to 
date he's completed 20 free portraits for neighbors, friends and fellow students, with hopes his 
photos will help others heal. 

9/10
Maria Fernanda Bernal
As a Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipient and Richmond, California 
resident, Maria Fernanda Bernal's passion for social justice shines through in her reporting for 
the Richmond Pulse. The Pulse is a bilingual community-based news source delivering hyper 
local content online and in print. The young reporter has filed 2 dozen stories for the Pulse on 
topics such as health, fashion and immigrant social justice concerns.  She came to the United 
States just before her 4th birthday. Her parents were looking to escape the escalating violence of 
their hometown in Mexico. Everything they loved, family, friends and all things familiar were 
left behind. Bernal learned English quickly and excelled in school. Eventually she graduated 
from San Jose State University with a degree in Public Health. She's now pursuing a Master's in 
Journalism at University of California Berkeley.  
 
9/17
Vicki Diaz Rodas
Vicki Diaz Rodas graduated from The University of California Merced with a degree in 
Sociology and a passion for coding. She is now enrolled at College of Marin, studying computers 
with a plan to combine her education and passion. Vicki says she wants to reimagine and 
redesign every day tech to be inclusive of Spanish language speakers. Vicki shared that during 
the pandemic many of the moms in her apartment building sought her help when trying to locate 
food assistance and COVID-19 testing. Vicki hopes to expand her computer skills beyond the 
community college level, with a future Master’s Degree. 

9/24 
Jair Martinez 
For some college students Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) can be a 
bore, but for Jair Martinez, it's a way to focus on problem solving skills in the classroom and in 
life, especially in tough situations. Martinez is a Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) recipient, and is required to renew his status every 2 years. It is a stressful, and 
uncertain process for the 21-year-old University of California Merced Senior majoring in 



mechanical engineering.  During the pandemic he saw his family and community's continued 
economic struggles. Martinez is now working on a long-term project he says will help other 
immigrants escape poverty and hone job skills.   He remains dedicated to engineering, hopeful 
his DACA status will someday lead to permanent citizenship while his degree opens up career 
opportunities. 


