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KPIX News has ascertained that during the 1st Quarter 2020 that these subjects were of 
concern to San Francisco Bay Area residents.  KPIX News broadcast several stories 
during this quarter on these subjects.  KPIX News is broadcast Monday through 
Friday at 4:30AM, 5AM, 6AM, 12PM, 5PM, 6PM, 7PM and 11PM.  Saturdays at 
6AM, 5PM, 6PM, 7pm and 11PM.  Sundays at 6AM, 5PM, 6PM and 11PM.

Diversity:
1/6
LOW RIDER MAGAZINE       
A magazine born right here in the Bay Area devoted to low rider cars and culture is going 
to stop publishing a print edition. 

1/7
CAMPBELL CHIK-FIL-A            
Campbell City Council will vote whether to allow Chick-fil-A to build a drive-thru 
restaurant in Campbell. Opponents say the proposed Chick-fil-A location will bring 
traffic congestion, increase noise and pollution, but also are upset about the business 
“openly using their profits to support numerous anti-LGTBQ causes.”

LOCAL IRANIAN FAMILIES      
As millions of Iranians march to mourn the death of the Iranian general, some Iranians in 
the bay area are not shedding any tears. Bay Area Iranians talk of fleeing a brutal regime 
that has killed and imprisoned anyone who challenges the theocracy.

1/16
GIANTS FEMALE COACH    
SF Giants just made history hiring the first full-time female coach in the MLB. Alyssa 
Nakken first joined the team as an intern in 2014 and will work as an assistant coach. 
Andrea talks to a former Giants player and sports analyst about blazing a trail in the 
MLB. 

1/29
TARGET WHEELCHAIR ATTACK   
The victim of an ugly attack inside a Pleasant Hill Target is speaking out. Surveillance 
video showed a suspect dumping Phillip Kinstsler out of his wheelchair onto the floor 
after a dispute about a handicapped parking spot. 

2/6
CORONAVIRUS DISCRIMINATION 
Unfounded fears about the coronavirus outbreak are leading to ugly incidents of profiling 
in San Francisco. A Lyft driver was kicked off the platform for allegedly refusing to pick 
up an Asian passenger at SFO, and a BART rider says he experienced xenophobia on the 
train. 



2/7
LUNAR NEW YEAR (LNY) PARADE CONCERNS/DISCRIMINATION   
Tomorrow is the annual Chinese New Year parade in SF and there are concerns of 
coronavirus and discrimination against Asian Americans. The organizers have said the 
parade will go on and have been encouraging people to come. Jackie is talking to the 
coalition of Asian American government employees ahead of their annual LNY luncheon 
about the parade and the corona virus concerns. 

2/11
OAKLAND MLK ORATORY DOCUMENTARY   
Tonight the Fox Theater hosts the premiere of the HBO documentary “We are the 
Dream,” which chronicles the months leading up to Oakland Unified’s MLK Oratorical 
festival. Students from K-12 perform poetry and speeches inspired by Dr. King. Oscar-
winning actor Mahershala Ali executive produced the film. 

2/16
CIVIL RIGHTS PHOTOGRAPHER      
A San Rafael man who was on the front lines of the civil rights protests as a photographer 
is talking about his experiences and what parallels he sees between the past and today 
during his exhibition in San Francisco.

2/19
ICE SANTA ROSA FALLOUT    
Sonoma County leaders are condemning an ICE raid at the courthouse yesterday. The 
County has tried very hard to rebuild broken trust after the Andy Lopez shooting, and 
previous controversial encounters with the immigrant community—including rumors ICE 
was targeting victims of the Wine Country Wildfires who came to county offices seeking 
aid.

2/24
SF RECYCLER ATTACKED 
SF police are investigating a now viral video of an elderly Asian man being taunted and 
attacked while collecting cans. Onlookers are yelling racial epithets at the man who 
appears to have had his shopping cart of cans stolen. The mayor and local leaders are 
condemning the attack. 

3/9
GRAND PRINCESS OAKLAND FEARS 
Governor Newsom assures residents of Oakland the decision to dock at the Port was the 
best choice.   But many express concerns about the safety of the residents who live and 
work around the Port.   Schaaf made specific reference to the long history of 
“environmental racism”.  



3/30
CORONAVIRUS HATE CRIMES  
Santa Clara County’s DA put out a PSA warning against pandemic-related hate crimes. 
Betty Yu talks to a group of citizens in SF’s Chinatown that have been patrolling the 
neighborhood to watch for hate crime attacks or harassment. Also, getting updated 
numbers from an online reporting center launched to track incidents of discrimination 
toward the Asian community.

Environmental Issues:
1/6
HOMELESS CAMP RATS          
Infra-red video shows rats moving around the Joe Rodota Trail. Instead of poison, pest 
control will include snap-traps and bait that eliminates female rats' ability to breed 
(stopping population growth). The County is providing additional services to improve the 
health and safety of Trail occupants and neighbors, including toilets, hand-washing 
stations, trash services, and security.

AUSSIE FIRE WEATHER       
The SJSU fire lab is available to talk about Australia fires. Says they’ve seen 
unprecedented levels of “pyrocumulonimbus” clouds, gigantic plumes of smoke that 
trigger their own extreme weather and lightning, sending embers far away and lightning 
that sparks new fires.   Kiet talks to climate change scientists. 

1/15
RICHMOND BANS COAL 
Richmond City Council voted Tuesday to ban coal shipments out of a private port. The 
ordinance gives businesses three years to phase out coal and petroleum coke, a byproduct 
of oil refining. The legislation targets a port operated by the Levin-Richmond Terminal 
Corp., which last year loaded almost 1 million metric tons of the fuel bound for Japan and 
South Korea.
                                 
1/27
WEST MARIN DUMPING  
Whether it's a sun-bleached couch left next to a "No Littering" sign or dead livestock 
dumped into a West Marin creek bed, incidents of illegal littering are on the rise, county 
officials say.

1/30
WOOL RANCH WATERSHED    
Late last year, the SFPUC Commission approved the $9.65 million purchase of nearly 
800 acres of private rangeland near the town of Sunol, commonly referred to as the Wool 
Ranch.  This was a once-in-a-generation opportunity to protect such a large area of land 
from development. 



1/30
CASCADE CREEK REDWOODS    
The acquisition of Cascade Creek is part of the League's wider Forever Forrest campaign, 
which also launches next Thursday. The goal is to raise $120 million to protect 
California's iconic redwood forests and reinvest in the state's redwoods parks. They are 
already two-thirds of the way there, with $80m raised.

2/5
REDUCING EMISSIONS 
Researchers at SJSU have quantified the impact of education on reducing individual 
carbon emissions.  Students in California who received a high-quality climate change 
education went on to reduce their personal and household carbon emissions by an 
average of nearly 3 tons per year compared to the average Californian. 

2/12
DRY FEBRUARY  
Meteorologists say much of Northern California will likely not see any rain in February, 
heightening concerns that summer will arrive with below-average rainfall and tinder-dry 
hillsides susceptible to wildfire.

2/13
OAKLAND PLASTIC FREE   
Oakland Zoo is the latest Bay Area institution to stop selling beverages in plastic bottles. 
8 million metric tons of plastic ends up in the ocean each year. By 2050 there will be 
more plastic than fish, according to a report by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation
 
2/21
McCLYMONDS GROUNDWATER  
We are asking more questions around the neighborhood.    Trying to determine how 
much groundwater contamination is impacting the school and surrounding 
neighborhood.  Also trying to find out about test results.

2/24
FARALLON ISLAND MICE    
Feds are reviving a plan that was said to have been scrapped to drop 1.5 tons of poisoned 
bait on to the Farallones Islands to kill non-native mice.  The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service is once again proposing the action despite abandoning the proposal last year due 
to public outcry. 



Housing and Homelessness: 

1/1
PROJECT HOME: OAKLAND CONDO-IZATION ORDINANCE  
Right now people living in small apartment complexes of five or fewer units can lose 
their rights to rent control due to a loophole in the law. One City Council member is 
proposing to change that law to protect low-income tenants who had their rents doubled 
and tripled and may end up forced out of their homes. 

1/3
2020 HOUSING MARKET      
Austin, Texas, is expected to be the nation’s hottest housing market this year and the Bay 
Area the coolest, according to economists and real estate experts surveyed for real estate 
website Zillow.  On average, the panelists said they expect U.S. home prices to grow by 
2.8% in 2020.

1/6 
PROJECT HOME: YOUTH HOMELESSNESS    
An in-depth look at the demographic of people who fall into homelessness under the age 
of 25. What are the specific risk factors and why it’s so important to get them into 
housing. They’re the most resilient group and have the highest success rates of returning 
to society if they get housing.

1/7
SENATE BILL (SB) 50 REINTRODUCED  
Lawmakers behind SB 50 are trying to win over cities and counties by promising them a 
lot more control over their zoning laws. State Sen. Scott Wiener, D-San Francisco, 
modified Senate Bill 50 after months of negotiations with local government leaders 
concerned about the state infringing on local regulations. 

1/8
HOMELESS VACANT LANDS  
California will open vacant state land to emergency shelters for homeless people under an 
executive order that Governor Gavin Newsom intends to sign Wednesday.

1/9
MUSTARD GAS HOMELESS   
Sonoma County Airport officials had been eying a parking lot for a temporary homeless 
camp but it contains vials of mustard gas and unexploded World War II-era military 
ordnance. This is a problem that for years has been addressed by prohibiting any digging 
at the site.



1/10
MOMS FOR HOUSING  
A judge ruled Friday that two homeless mothers who have been 
occupying a vacant West Oakland home for nearly two months have no valid 
claim of possession to the property.

1/10
HOMELESS HOMES         
Sonoma County will consider purchasing three large homes in Santa Rosa and Cotati to 
house some people living in the sprawling homeless encampment along the Joe Rodota 
Trail in west Santa Rosa.

1/14
SANTA ROSA HOMELESS HOUSE   
The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday morning unanimously approved 
buying two multi-unit residences that will provide temporary, shared rental housing for 
some of the 220 homeless people currently camping on the Joe Rodota Trail between 
Santa Rosa and Sebastopol.     
 
1/16
NEWSOM HOMELESS PLAN      
On his statewide homelessness tour, Governor Gavin Newsom travels to Oakland to 
preview the state's accelerated emergency actions to address the homelessness crisis. The 
Governor goes to a site near the Oakland-Alameda Coliseum to showcase the first of a 
series of state-local partnerships to deploy emergency tents, trailers and medical services 
across California to assist the homeless. 

1/21 
CALTRANS CABINS 
CalTrans and the City of SJ are putting the final touches on a MOU to establish “sleeping 
cabins” with power and running water at a large homeless encampment at the quadrant of 
Highways 280/680/101.   This will be the first of several proposed sleeping 
cabin sites in conjunction with Habitat for Humanity and HomeFirst.

1/27 
SJSU HOUSING  
State of California offers aging Alquist building to San Jose State for 
redevelopment as affordable housing. 



1/29
RODOTA TRAIL EVICTED  
Sonoma County authorities announced all residents on the Joe Rodota Trail will be 
forcibly evicted from the encampment by the Santa Rosa police this morning.  Sixty 
individuals will be relocated to a 90-day temporary village at the Los Guilicos property in 
east Santa Rosa, leaving as many as 200 on the trail with no place to go. 

1/30
PROJECT HOME: BAY AREA COMMUNITY SERVICES (BACS) RVs       
Our continued investigation into Bay Area Community Services, the region’s largest 
contractor tasked with housing the homeless. We’ve found cases of the nonprofit placing 
people in RVs as permanent housing in a region where RVs are crowding the streets and 
being banned. HUD does not consider RVs to be permanent housing so why are we using 
taxpayer money to place people in them? Many RV offers turn out to be empty promises. 
We talk with seniors who were promised an RV and are still on the street. 

2/3 
PROJECT HOME: YEAH YOUTH SHELTER CLOSING   
It’s Berkeley’s only Youth Shelter and it’s at risk of closing. The Yeah! Helps youth get 
back on their feet and it is being forced out of the church it calls home. 

2/5 
PROJECT HOME: CASH FOR POOR    
A new study by a professor at UC Berkeley indicates cash is the best way to help people 
out of poverty. He carried out a study in the developing world that he believes has 
practical applications to California. 

2/10
PROJECT HOME:  ILLEGAL ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADU’S)    
Landlord housing rent-controlled tenants just found out the unit is technically illegal 
because of low ceilings and groundwater access. His tenants don’t want to leave and he 
doesn’t want to displace them. In the midst of a housing crisis with the city encouraging 
more people to convert alternative spaces to ADU’s, what should this small landlord do? 

2/12 
PROJECT HOME: BLUE TARP PROJECT   
She used to be judgmental of anyone experiencing homelessness, until she started taking 
their pictures. We profile a photographer who now gives away free headshots for the 
homeless. 

2/14
SF RENTERS RESTAURANT PROTEST  
A Group of renters whose building was just bought by the developer Mosser, plan to 
protest at a restaurant that it owns.  They are hoping to get their voices heard in the peak 
dinner hours of Valentine’s Day. It’s another case of tenants on a fixed income at risk of 
displacement as big companies buy up properties and raise rents. 



2/19
PROJECT HOME:  STATE OF THE STATE       
Governor Gavin Newsom delivered his state of the state today, calling his top priority 
housing and homelessness. He calls the state of affairs a disgrace. 

2/26
PROJECT HOME:  SPLIT PACKAGE ON SF’S PROP E   
Tonight we’re taking a look at the politics of housing. In a partner piece Susie Steimle 
and Wilson Walker break down proposition E, which would tie housing production to 
office.

3/4 
PROJECT HOME: CALTRAIN LAND FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING  
Caltrain commits to offering 30% of it’s land toward affordable housing in the future. 
Affordable housing groups are hoping this will kick open the door to using more public 
property for affordable housing units. 

3/5
BACKYARD PREFAB HOMES        
To fight a statewide housing crisis, San Jose has cut the red tape to ease regulations for 
homeowners wanting to add new backyard units on their properties. Abodu delivered its 
first unit in 12 weeks from permit to installation under the new pre-approval program 
from the City of San Jose. 

3/9 
PROJECT HOME: CORONAVIRUS AND HOUSING   
Advocates for low-income families worry the impending health crisis may worsen the 
housing crisis. What happens when people who work in the gig economy have to take 
care of their kids who are no longer in school? How do they keep their heads above 
water? 

3/16
PROJECT HOME: CALTRAN BAG AND TAG  (Steimle  PKG 11p) 
In a landmark settlement Caltrans has agreed to pay more than $1 million to homeless 
people who lost property during Caltrans sweeps. 

3/23
PROJECT HOME: EVICTION, UTILITY SHUTOFFS AMID CORONAVIRUS  
With a shelter in place order many are worried about how to keep that shelter, especially 
the recently unemployed. We talk with people who are worried about being able to pay 
their rent and attorney’s who are still defending evictions during the pandemic. 



3/30
PROJECT HOME:  HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS DURING COVID-19   
Federal stimulus bill offers a lot of help for homeowners who are worried about being 
able to pay their mortgage and property taxes. We take a look at what help is available 
and real estate experts analyze the impact this crisis will have on the housing 
market. 

Transportation:
1/2
BAY CROSSING PLAN   
Bay Area Council CEO Jim Wunderman was named to chair Water Emergency 
Transportation Authority (WETA), which is leading a fast-moving revival of regional 
ferry service. The goal is to remove thousands of cars from congested Bay Area roads 
and freeways. Ramos talks to Wunderman about his vision and any pushback from anti-
Bay development folks.

1/3
TESLA TURNAROUND            
Tesla Inc. delivered 112,000 electric vehicles in the final three months of last year, 
enough to meet Chief Executive Elon Musk’s ambitious growth goal for 2019.  All 
totaled, Tesla delivered 367,500 vehicles in the year against a target of at least 360,000 
cars and sport-utility vehicles, the company said Friday.

SMART TRAIN NUMBERS        
The Press Democrat got ridership numbers for SMART train and the numbers are low, 
especially on the weekends

1/4
SJC EXPANSION    
Mineta San Jose International Airport has four consecutive years of passenger growth at a 
rate more than double the national air passenger growth rate. Because of the federal 
funding SJC receives, the airport cannot limit airport growth below market levels. The 
Airport Director will be showing off their proposal for expanding SJ International over 
the next decade. 

1/9
BART AMBASSADORS   
The BART Board of Directors votes on $1.5 million in funding for quality of life efforts, 
which includes roughly $690,000 toward a pilot unarmed ambassador program.
Ten unarmed staffers could be roaming BART trains as soon as February 10.  "We have 
heard the concern that we need more (staffing) presence on the train themselves. This is a 
start," said BART Board member Bevan Dufty, who has long-championed the unarmed 
ambassador program.



1/9
BOOMING FERRY RIDERSHIP 
We reported last week on the booming Bay Ferry numbers. Today we could hear more 
about ferry expansion at the WETA Board Meeting.   

1/22
BAY BRIDGE BUS ONLY LANE 
AC Transit voted unanimously to support a dedicated bus-only lane on the Bay Bridge, 
and BART is set to vote on a similar resolution tomorrow. It’s an idea that was floated for 
years, but now is actually gaining steam with support from local leaders. We’re asking 
how commuters feel. 

1/24
MARKET STREET NO CARS     
Big changes for Market St:  Private vehicles will no longer be allowed to travel the 
busiest stretch of San Francisco's Market Street, from near Van Ness Avenue all the way 
to the waterfront.  It is the first tangible step in the city plan to emphasize transit on the 
main thoroughfare and feature physical changes to make the street safe and user-friendly 
for pedestrians and cyclists. 

2/12
BAY BRIDGE BUS LANE  
The MTC discusses design and traffic assessment of a dedicated bus lane on the Bay 
Bridge.  The report cites that fixing congested hotspots most affecting bus movement at 
the West Grand Ave, I-580 and I-80 approaches to SF first is the highest priority. 

HEALTH:
  
1/6
JUUL NICOTINE      
JUUL delivers substantially more nicotine to the blood per puff than cigarettes or 
previous-generation e-cigarettes. It impairs blood vessel function comparable to cigarette 
smoke, according to a new study by researchers at UC San Francisco.  

1/23
CORONAVIRUS LATEST  
Alameda County health officials say they are investigating a small number of people 
(below 10) reporting fever and respiratory symptoms. There are no confirmed cases of 
the Coronavirus, but samples have been sent to the CDC Lab in Atlanta and some have 
already come back negative. 



1/28
CORONAVIRUS BAY AREA CONCERN  
United suspends flights between the US and 3 China cities, including trips to SFO.  CBS 
News reports the White House is considering a ban on all flights to China as the 
Coronavirus spreads. Tying in Santa Clara County’s Health Department sound on the 
creation of 2 quick response teams to handle reports of symptoms. 

1/30 
CORONA VIRUS FEARS AND MISINFORMATION   
The State Dept. is telling Americans not to travel to China. While there are no confirmed 
cases in the Bay Area, fear about the coronavirus is spreading on social media, cities are 
canceling Lunar New Year celebrations and it’s not hard to find people wearing masks. 
Interview with UC Riverside sociologist about the spread of misinformation. 

2/2
SFO CORONAVIRUS SCREENING    
SFO is one of seven US airports now receiving flights from China for Coronavirus 
screenings.  SFO told us on Friday the move will increase the number of passengers to be 
screened by CDC inside Customs, but will also reduce the overall number of passengers 
on these flights as a result of the “foreign national component”. 

2/3
CORONA VIRUS BAY AREA    
San Francisco is caring for two confirmed novel coronavirus cases from another 
California county. They arrived this morning and represent no elevated risk to the public. 
The hospital is taking all appropriate precautions for patient and staff safety. To protect 
their privacy, we will not be naming the hospital or providing more patient information. 

2/10
CA CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE  
Maria interviews a Palo Alto woman quarantined in Southern California ahead of her 
release tomorrow.  She and her daughter were among the first group flown back to the 
states from Wuhan, China. We are also incorporating the latest from Santa Clara Co. 
local emergency and a San Diego patient.

2/11
OAKLAND CHINATOWN CORONA     
The Chinatown Chamber of Commerce hosts a special workshop from 4 to 5:30 pm at 
the Oakland Asian Cultural Center on healthy practices and techniques to ensure safety 
during the cold /flu season.  The workshop will also answer questions about the 2019 
Novel Coronavirus and the impacts to The Asian Communities and businesses



2/20
CORONAVIRUS COUPLE      
We talk to a couple who were on the cruise ship and now say the whole process was a 
complete debacle.  They were celebrating their anniversary.   Now we are learning the 
diagnostic tool used to scan for Coronavirus by Japan’s Health Ministry may have been 
outdated.

2/24
CORONAVIRUS PELOSI  
Speaker Pelosi visits San Francisco's Chinatown.  The owner of the Golden Gate Fortune 
Cookie Factory tells reporters that people are afraid to visit Chinatown because of the 
coronavirus. He calls it racism, adding that his business is off $500-$800 dollars a day.

2/26
SOLANO CO CORONAVIRUS   
The first case of “community spread” Coronavirus is from Solano County and being 
treated at UC Davis. A UC Davis infectious disease expert details that the patient arrived 
last Wednesday but was only tested for the virus Sunday despite a request from the 
medical center. 

2/27
CORONA CONFERENCES CANCELLED                 
Microsoft and Facebook announce they are pulling out of upcoming conferences in the 
Bay Area.   Today is the biggest convention-planning summit of the year in SF.   
All the promoters of visitors and conventions will be plotting their 
2020/2021strategies.  Coronavirus cancellations area likely at the top of their agenda. 

CORONAVIRUS SOLANO COUNTY                               
UC Davis Medical Center in Sacramento is treating a patient who may be the first person 
in the country to have contracted the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) from community 
exposure.  The California Department of Public Health reported Wednesday the 
individual is a resident of Solano County who had no known exposure to the virus 
through travel or close contact with a known infected individual.  

2/28
CORONAVIRUS SANTA CLARA  
Santa Clara County's health officer says now is the time to prepare for the possibility of 
widespread community transmission, after a woman who hadn't traveled or had known 
contact with a patient tested positive for coronavirus. Betty Yu wraps in health 
department presser and reaction from college students who say their school sent a notice 
about switching to online classes, a tech worker talking about working from home, and a 
man stocking up on essentials at Costco. 



2/28
COMMUNITY SPREAD     
Concern over the Coronavirus continues to grow as more cases of community spread of 
the virus are being reported along the West Coast, including the Bay Area. Da Lin will 
track down medical experts and talk to people on the peninsula/south bay about their 
level of concern. 

CORONAVIRUS ECONOMY   
Wall Street had its worst week since the 2008 financial crisis as investors brace for more 
economic pain from the coronavirus outbreaks. A number of major Bay Area conferences 
have either been cancelled or postponed. Is this a bump in the road or a sign of steeper 
economic downturn ahead? 

3/2
NURSING HOMES CORONAVIRUS 
Joe is focusing on the particular threat the virus poses to the elderly in nursing homes. He 
spoke to a UCSF expert who says it’s going to be a disaster. Infections are already an 
issue because of the lack of nurses/training. 

3/3
SANTA CLARA CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE   
The City council considers halting public gatherings in city facilities. Health officials 
could not say definitively what the quarantine or closure policy would be if a student or 
teacher or parent tested positive. The health department in Santa Clara said they were 
urgently working on that plan and those procedures. 

CORONAVIRUS HOMELESS IMPACT          
The novel coronavirus is especially dangerous to one group in particular - the thousands 
of homeless people living on Bay Area streets.  People who are in close proximity on 
sidewalks, in tents, inside shelters, or even living in shared spaces, like SRO's, are all 
extremely vulnerable to communicable diseases.  

3/4 
SF CORONAVIRUS CRUISE       
The state is taking action to hold a cruise ship from San Francisco off the coast after 
thousands of passengers may have been exposed to the coronavirus. It’s coming back 
after stopping at several islands in Hawaii. A Placer County man on the first leg from SF 
to Mexico became the first CA patient to die of coronavirus. Joe is using sound from the 
governor explaining how the passengers and crew will be tested.  He also spoke with a 
UCSF doctor who described the situation as a potential mess and said keeping the 
passengers on the ship may not be the best idea.



3/5
LOWELL HIGH SCHOOL   
School is being closed after a relative of a Lowell High School student is being treated 
for COVID-19, also known as coronavirus. There is no confirmation that the student has 
contracted COVID-19 and the student does not have and has not had any symptoms. The 
student is in quarantine. 

3/5
SANTA CLARA CO EVENTS WARNING   
Santa Clara County is calling for the cancellation of large events such as sports games, 
concerts & conventions to prevent the coronavirus from circulating. The county now has 
20 confirmed cases. The Sharks game still went on tonight. 

3/6
CORONA SENIORS          
The City of San Bruno became aware of a possible COVID-19 exposure at the San Bruno 
Senior Center.  Three individuals who were passengers on that Grand Princess Cruise 
Ship visited the Senior Center over the past few weeks and assisted in the lunch 
program.  All three people have been contacted by health officials and advised to self-
quarantine. 

CORONAVIRUS EVENTS AND GATHERINGS       
Contra Costa announces new cases and recommends cancelling large gatherings. 
Santa Clara asks all public gatherings be put on hold.   But all around the Bay Area, 
venues and events are not cancelling. For instance, there is a KISS concert tonight in 
Oakland.  Today kicks off the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations in SF, with the large parade 
on tap for Saturday 3/14/20.   

3/9
CORONAVIRUS DOCKING    
The Grand Princess docks at the Port of Oakland.  Some passenger screening has already 
begun onboard.  Acute cases will be taken off first and transported to local 
hospitals.  Next, Californians will be taken off, with the majority bused to Travis 
AFB.  The rest of the passengers will be taken to North Field at Oakland Airport to be 
chartered to Texas and Georgia.  The crew remains on board.  The operation is expected 
to take at least two days.

3/10
CORONA VIRUS JOBS IMPACT      
We look at the ongoing impact to jobs due to the Coronavirus cancelling or limiting 
events.   Many gig workers are already hurting, and so are the vendors and workers at 
events like SJ Sharks games.  



SARATOGA RESTAURANT CHANGES  
Dramatic changes at a Saratoga restaurant may become a trend. The Plumed Horse is 
removing half their dinner tables to allow more space between diners. Staff wear gloves  
while interacting with the public. A full time sanitation person constantly cleans the 
restaurant while it's open.

3/11
EUROPE TRAVEL SUSPENDED  
Breaking down the new suspension on Travel between the US and Europe for 30 days. 
Joe talked to a tour guide from Italy who caters to European tourists. Trying to find 
Europeans in SF and will end up live at SFO.

TSA SCREENER INFECTIONS 
Three TSA employees at San Jose Mineta Airport tested positive for coronavirus. The 
TSA screeners union told us 43 of their co-workers had to be quarantined, but the TSA 
disputes that number. A number of local leaders, including San Jose’s mayor, are calling 
on the TSA to release vital information about the screeners. 

OAKLAND WORKER IMPACT 
Oakland becomes the latest county to ban mass gatherings. Looking at the impact of the 
coronavirus on workers hurt by these cancellations and the general business slowdown. 
There’s a meeting to talk about concerns of not having the A’s starting the season at the 
Coliseum. Andrea Borba got a worker impacted by slow business, as well as president of 
the Oakland Chinatown Chamber of Commerce. 

3/16
SENIOR MENTAL HEALTH    
Health and government officials are recommending, and in some cases mandating, 
extreme social distancing for seniors during the outbreak.  An Oakland sociologist is 
warning about the emotional fragility of elderly people and says shutting them off from 
human contact, even for a short time, can lead to depression, lessen the will to live and 
even lead to suicide.  What is the balance between physical health and mental well-being 
for the elderly?

3/16
SHELTER IN PLACE NIGHT ONE  
Preparing for the shelter in place, which takes effect at Midnight. What does it mean? 
What are people going to be able to do and not do? Signs are already being posted on 
stores that they will be closed. The bars and nightclubs will be shutdown at midnight.
BART will run full service but SFMTA is stopping the cable cars for now.

3/17
VERILY TESTING                



Pilot program launching in Santa Clara and San Mateo. 50 people signed up for 
appointments. On Tuesday they are going to try to test hundreds at both sites. They hope 
to increase capacity in this pilot project and move mobile sites to other places. 

3/18
CORONAVIRUS INMATES RELEASE     
Alameda County authorities announce 247 inmates at its jail facility have been approved 
for sentence modification and early release during the current coronavirus crisis. On 
social media, the sheriff's department said an additional 67 inmates had already been 
released by the court on their own recognizance orders.

3/19
CORONAVIRUS INFECTIONS TRAJECTORY  
Governor Newsom sent a letter to the president projecting 56% of the state will be 
infected with the coronavirus over an eight-week period. A Stanford infectious disease 
doctor tells us that projection is a worst-case scenario, and discusses how its researchers 
are doing calculations on the trajectory of the virus. 

CORONAVIRUS HOSPITAL READINESS   
Governor Newsom announces the state is acquiring 2 hospitals, including Seton Medical 
Center in Daly City- which was facing closure because of bankruptcy. It adds to state’s 
plan to expand hospital capacity during the crisis, which also includes using hotels.  

3/22
CORONAVIRUS: SUNNYVALE TEST COMPANY             
A Sunnyvale company now has a rapid diagnostic test that can be used at hospitals. It’s 
simple as ABC:  Take Sample, put into cartridge and 45 minutes later you have results. 
It's PCR based but uses a cartridge system that looks at multiple regions of the virus' 
genome.  The initial priority use will likely be on triaging patients that need to be 
admitted to the hospital, and for testing hospital staff rapidly.

CORONAVIRUS:  BEACHES OVERRUN                   
Marin County closes off vehicular access to certain parks and beaches. On Saturday, 
Marin County's coastal communities saw an unusual influx of visitors and residents from 
around the Bay Area. According to the Marin County Sheriff's Office, the visitors created 
traffic congestion, which interferes with first responder’s ability to handle emergencies. 
In addition, state and county park parking lots and bathrooms are closed due to the shelter 
in place order, adding to further congestion and creating problems with sanitation. 
  
3/23
CORONAVIRUS SOUTHBAY COMPLIANCE    
The County of Santa Clara District Attorney's Office has established a new phone 
number and email for individuals or businesses to report a non-essential business 
operating in violation of the Health Officer Order to Shelter in Place.   

HEALTH WORKERS PPE   



Nurses rally at Kaiser Hospitals in Oakland and Walnut Creek to protest the lack of 
protective gear for frontline workers. The governor crunched the numbers on what the 
state would need to use as far as masks, gloves, etc. during the first 3 months of the crisis. 
We also picked up a construction company in Oakland that found thousands of N95 
masks in storage and donated them to 2 hospitals. 

LONDON BREED SOCIAL DISTANCING 
SF’s mayor chastised people for not observing the stay-at-home order this weekend and 
crowding beaches and parks. She has closed the city’s playgrounds and warned that more 
public parks may have to shut down if people don’t comply with the order.  Governor 
Newsom had his own tough comments about people not taking social distancing and said 
he’s closing parking lots at state beaches and parks.

3/24
CORONAVIRUS SPEEDWAYS                                  
We talk to Bay Area CHP/law enforcement who are now dealing with speeders going 
over 100 mph on suddenly wide open Bay Area roadways. 

CORONAVIRUS DELIVERY FAIL   
With restaurants closed and grocery stores packed with people, delivery drivers are 
supposed be picking up the slack.   A viewer in SJ is having trouble getting stuff 
delivered.  Alex Montano gets a doordash driver making rounds.

CORONAVIRUS AWAITING THE SURGE   
Gov. Newsom says we need 50k more hospital beds.   Many say the State is doing a 
really good job with aggressive social distancing.  Will use some of the sound that Molly 
McCrea will get from a doctor.  

CORONAVIRUS HOURLY WORKERS       
Grocery store worker boom.  As people are cleaning out store shelves, grocery stores are 
hiring, with some like Target are increasing hourly pay. 

CORONAVIRUS SAN RAFAEL             
The San Rafael Police Department says it will enforce the Public Health Order. Over the 
past week not all businesses and members of the public are cooperating with the 
order.   The police department is directing non-essential businesses to close. They receive  
daily calls and emails from people about businesses that seem to be open in violation of 
the order.

3/24
HOMELESS HOTELS    
Susie Steimle gets an exclusive look at a SF hotel taking in homeless people tonight. 
Supervisor Dean Preston didn’t want to wait for the mayor’s office to act. He’s funding it 
through private donations and $10,000 of his own money. He tells Susie it doesn’t matter 
how much we socially distance if you can’t get people out of places where they’re 
spreading the virus. 



3/25
BAY AREA THE NEXT NEW YORK 
A grim warning from New York’s governor that what happened in his state is going to 
wind up happening in CA. Joe’s source in the SF emergency operations center tells us 
they estimate SF is about 5-6 days behind NY and the next week will be critical with how 
well we do with social distancing. 

HOURLY WORKERS  
Many workers have lost their jobs in the shutdown and are turning to hourly work to feed 
their families. Andrea profiles a woman who was a horse stylist for horse shows.  Her 
industry has been crippled by the shutdown, but she found a job as a grocery store clerk 
to make ends meet.

TAKEOUT NIGHT    
Tonight is the Great American Takeout to help restaurants across the country struggling 
under the stay-at-home order. Maria gets a South Bay sushi restaurant that got a rush of 
customers stepping up tonight, and a Los Gatos restaurant owner whose business was 
booming several days ago. Now it may not survive more than 2 weeks as he tries to pay 
his staff and vendors.

3/25
CORONAVIRUS: BLOOM ENERGY VENTILATORS         
Governor Newsom highlights the Bay Area company (Bloom Energy) that is gearing up 
to refurbish old ventilators. The company has manufacturing facilities in California and 
Delaware.  

3/26
CV SF BUSINESS GUIDELINES  
SF’s mayor put out guidelines for essential businesses to comply with social distancing 
requirements, such as tape marking where people can stand 6 ft apart, signs, etc.  It’s not 
hard to find grocery stores that are not set up to comply with the 6 ft. rule. We have video 
outside a Safeway where there was a line of people waiting to get into the store standing 
close together. 

CORONAVIRUS SANTA CLARA COUNTY DEATH PROJECTIONS 
The city of San Jose projections indicated a staggering 2,000 people in Santa Clara 
County could die of coronavirus in the next 12 weeks in a worst-case scenario. County 
officials released a statement saying they didn’t endorse the projections. 

CORONAVIRUS TREATMENT OPTIONS  
Looking at treatment options that are working for people. Talking with the Palo Alto 
woman who was treated with the drug remdesivir in a clinical trial. She and her husband 
tested positive for coronavirus after returning from Egypt, and she says her pneumonia 



improved with the drug. Also mentioning actor Daniel Dae Kim who said the drug 
chloroquine helped him recover. 

3/30
CORONAVIRUS UNION ELEMENTARY     
Some school districts haven't yet taught their first class and some won't, using instead 
photocopies of coursework.  Union Elementary School District in San Jose is different. 
They have fully developed, on-line tools for teachers and students and have supplied 
laptops and internet service to their students who can't afford them. 

CORONAVIRUS OAKLAND HOTELS       
Two hotels near the Oakland Airport have been identified to house the homeless. One 
hotel brought in its first residents over the weekend.  The other is still empty.  We'll be 
given a pool tour inside the empty one.

CORONAVIRUS NEWSOM HEALTH CARE WORKFORCE   
We talk to a nurse who is close to graduating who answered the governor’s call today to 
recruit thousands of nursing students and retired medical workers into the field to help 
support a surge of COVID-19 patients. Also tonight, people in SF are making noise in 
support of health care workers on the front lines as part of “Get Loud for our Heroes.”

CORONAVIRUS UC BERKELEY TESTING   
Talking to UC Berkeley about its lab that has been converted into a COVID-19 test-
processing center. With the help of robots, it can process samples from nearby medical 
centers and get the results under 24 hours as opposed to several days.

3/31
CORONAVIRUS GROCERY STORE HOT BED     
How safe is the food supply? There is yet another report of a grocery store worker in the 
South bay who has tested positive for the virus. Since going to the store is the one thing 
that most of us are still doing with some regularity, it begs the question how safe is the 
food supply from contamination? Have adequate safeguards been put in place?

CORONAVIRUS DENTAL ER DOCTORS      
Dental practices are considered at high risk because so many of their activities can 
"aerosol" the virus.  As a result most dental practices are hurting financially, having 
closed down to anything but emergency procedures.  And now there are suggestions that 
dentists could be pressed into regular medical service if a patient surge begins to 
overwhelm the system.  The dentist we will speak to says if he doesn't handle the urgent 
cases they would probably end up in already over-taxed emergency rooms. 
           



Recognizing that access to college was not enough to ensure college completion; 
Students Rising Above was a pioneer in providing comprehensive services to help 
students successfully navigate the academic, emotional, and social challenges of 
college. Summer internships and career guidance programs were later added to 
provide students with the skills and experience to successfully transition into the 
workforce and break the cycle of poverty. 

KPIX produces news segments that air every other Monday on the KPIX News at 
5PM focusing on these special students.  The following is a list of students 
recognized during the 1st Quarter, 2020:  

1/6
Miranna Lindberg
For Miranna Lindberg and her mom Wendy making a meal in their own kitchen is 
something neither takes for granted.  When Miranna was just ten years old, her family 
relocated from Minnesota to California, a move Wendy says was needed to improve her 
health but one that made finding permanent housing difficult. The family would be 
homeless for four years, and they moved around quite a bit during that time.  After years 
of waiting, they settled into a new home.  Miranna graduated High School and headed to 
UC Davis, but Wendy had educational dreams of her own. She started junior college 
while the family was still waiting for a permanent home. Wendy is now a college 
graduate, and Miranna plans on becoming an obstetrician. She says Wendy is her 
inspiration. Their future success, a testament to faith and family.
 
3/6
Jenny Mendoza
Jenny Mendoza is a strong, independent young woman, and a role model for others. On a 
recent weekend afternoon, she spent some time at a neighborhood cookout, sharing with 
friends, family and Students Rising Above's Michelle Griego her many accomplishments 
as a college sophomore, including internships and academic success.  Mendoza has also 
seen her share of tough times. During the economic downtown and subsequent housing 
crisis, her family lost their home to foreclosure. There were also instances of domestic 
violence, and substance abuse. Mendoza made a commitment to herself: she would be an 
example to her family and community. Mendoza wants to be a social justice advocacy 
lawyer. Now as she heads towards summer break, she's looking forward to new 
opportunities to learn and grow. Among those, another internship with help from 
Students Rising Above. 

  
3/27
Donzah Pitre



It was an emotional reunion for a lawyer and her former client as they saw each other for 
the first time in ten years. Students Rising Above Scholar Donzah Pitre and Alameda 
County District Attorney Briggette Lowe wept as they embraced, recalling the dark time 
that brought them together. Lowe represented Pitre, then a young teenager during a 
criminal court case at which she was the star witness. At just 13 years old, Pitre had 
suffered a horrific sexual assault before courageously coming forward to face her 
perpetrator. He would eventually be sentenced to 6 years in prison. Pitre never forgot 
how hard Lowe fought for her, so she recently called her to reconnect.  Now that the two 
are back in touch, both say they are looking forward to spending more time together. 
Pitre is now studying to become a lawyer herself, and she cites Lowe as her biggest 
inspiration. 
 

Jefferson Awards - Founded in 1972 by Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Senator 
Robert Taft Jr., and Sam Beard, the Jefferson Awards are the country’s longest 
standing and most prestigious celebration of public service. KPIX produces news 
segments honoring San Francisco Bay Area recipients of these awards.  These 
segments air during KPIX News broadcasts on Wednesdays at 6pm, Thursdays at 
noon, and Sunday mornings.  The following Jefferson Awards were given during the 
1st Quarter 2020.

1/1
Holiday Jefferson Awards Special
A 22 minute retrospective of the previous year's Jefferson Awards stories.

 
1/8
Freddy Williams 
23 year old Freddy Williams is a volunteer for Project Avary, a Marin County based non-
profit that serves the children of incarcerated parents. Freddy has been a volunteer 
counselor at Project Avary for about 7 years. Before that, Freddy was a 'Project Avary' 
kid himself, as Freddy's father has been incarcerated for most of Freddy's life. Freddy 
says he is grateful that Project Avary provides children like himself with a ten year 
commitment to mentorship and healing activities like summer camps and horseback 
riding.  Current campers say they consider Freddy a role model. Freddy recently joined 
the Oakland Police Department. As an East Bay native, Freddy says he is very proud to 
serve his community in law enforcement.
http://www.projectavary.org/

 
1/15



Amy Wender-Hoch 
Amy Wender-Hoch is the founder of the Wender Weis Foundation for Children. Since 
1994 the foundation has been committed to improving the self-esteem and self-
confidence of children living in underserved communities across the San Francisco Bay 
Area. Through Amy's foundation, thousands of children have been able to experience 
such wonderful events as the ballet, the zoo, ice skating as well as meeting sports heroes 
like players from the Oakland Raiders and the San Francisco 49ers. Older children are 
also offered opportunities to visit Bay Area tech firms, and learn about sustainable 
farming and animal care.  Amy has been a dedicated volunteer throughout her high 
school and college years, and sees the foundation as an extension of her commitment to 
helping others. 
https://wenderweis.org/

1/22
Cheryl Paddack 
Cheryl Paddack is the Executive Director of North Marin Community Services. For the 
past 11 years, Cheryl has led efforts in North Marin to ensure that it has services residents 
need to succeed in school, at home and in life. After a merger with another organization, 
North Marin Community Services now serves 6,000 community members yearly, through 
programs like a food pantry, free and low cost child care and rent assistance. Cheryl is 
passionate about her work and is also very proud to be an immigrant. She recently 
became a United States citizen, and has a special place in her heart for other immigrants 
in her community. 
https://www.northmarincs.org/

1/29
Luana Vaetoe 
After Luana Vaetoe was appointed CEO of Becoming Independent July, 2013, the 
organization soared! Under Luana, it now operates three service enterprises: a mobile 
shredding business, concession services on the SMART train and a cafe in Santa Rosa.  
All these are geared towards helping those with disabilities gain valuable job skills and 
long term employment.  Luana says she loves her job because she loves working with 
people and she wants to help those she serves expand their social circles and live 
independently.  She makes sure BI also offers life enrichment programs like art classes, 
and youtube ‘podcasting’ opportunities. 
https://becomingindependent.org/

 
2/5
Curt Yagi
For the past 16 years Curt Yagi has been the Executive Director of ROCK, a San 
Francisco based non-profit that serves youth in Visitation Valley. ROCK serves youth 
through an innovative combination of learning enrichment, sports, fitness, leadership 
training and outdoor adventure programs. These programs are yearlong and are a vital 
way to encourage positive living and healthy emotional relationships. As the 
organization's leader Curt brings a positive attitude to both the young people it serves as 



well as ROCK's staff and volunteers. He maintains relationships with many past ROCK 
participants, many of whom see Curt as a role model and friend. Curt is very hands on, 
and can be found teaching kids himself during ROCK’s afterschool programs. 
https://rocksf.org/tag/curt-yagi/
2/12
Dr. Gail Wagner
In 2002, a  Bay Area doctor, Gail Wagner met a young community organizer, Daniel 
Ogola, in Nairobi's Kibera slum. The two discussed an idea for a comprehensive 
community health care system in Daniel's impoverished, rural African hometown. He did 
not expect that Gail would actually show up with seven other Bay Area doctors in tow.  
They left their work and busy lives to provide support for a community in Kenya they 
only had heard about through Gail. Now, 40 volunteers from the Bay Area visit Kenya 
annually.  Seeing the overwhelming and continued need of this community led Gail to 
found the Matibabu Foundation USA. The American based arm of the organization 
changed its name to Tiba Foundation in 2010. Since then Tiba and Matibabu have helped 
to cut the rate of HIV/AIDS in the community in half. Donors from the Bay Area provide 
20% of the hospital's operational funds. Gail is now retired from her tenure as an 
oncologist at Kaiser Permanente, a job she loved.  She describes the work she does with 
Tiba as "the most important thing I will ever do in my life". 
http://www.tibafoundation.org/

2/19
Pam and Gary Schroeder
Pam along with her husband Gary Schroeder founded the nonprofit Pads4pets.org six 
years ago. They repurpose old yoga mats into pads for dog owners who are un-housed. 
Pam says she was inspired to help when she saw an older man and his dog sitting on cold 
concrete during a rain storm in San Francisco. She went home and fashioned a pad for the 
dog out of an old yoga mat she owned. That very night Gary coined the name 'Pads4Pets' 
and this wonderful couple's non-profit was born. Pam gave that mat to the man she saw 
the very next day. Recently Pam and Gary accepted a donation of 70 mats from Grace 
Cathedral in San Francisco. They work with Vet SOS. a Veterinary Street Outreach 
Service to distribute the pads to dogs and their un-housed owners. Pam says they do not 
fundraise, and receive donations mainly by word of mouth.
https://www.pads4pets.org/

 
2/26
Janet Lawson/Dan Swearingen
Janet Lawson and Daniel Swearingen are the parents of Ian, a young adult with autism. 
The couple's concern over lack of resources for those with autism lead them to start their 
own non-profit. Autistry Studios is a pre-vocational program that promotes the growth of 
independence and positive life experience. The organization's staff and students work in 
small groups pursuing projects the students have chosen, offering programs like 
continuing education, vocation, life skills, and physical fitness. Janet and Dan are filling a 
large and growing need. They report that the increase in the rate of autism has been 

https://rocksf.org/tag/curt-yagi/


dramatic over the past 20 years. So Janet and Dan say their program is needed now more 
than ever.
http://www.autistrystudios.com/

3/4
Herbert Heller
90 year old Herbert Heller is a long time Marin County resident, and a Holocaust 
survivor. Herbert escaped Auschwitz at the age of 16 and has been telling his beautiful 
story of strength, love and resilience for the past two decades, giving many free talks at 
church groups, synagogues and schools.  Herbert's daughter Vivian reports that "the 
students, and other audience members, are always in for a remarkable experience meeting 
this magnificent human being who seems unjaded by the magnitude of his presence as a 
symbol of survival.  They all sit riveted and hanging on every word as he gives them a 
factual account of his days living under Hitler in Czechoslovakia during World War 
II."  Herbert is humble about all he has been through and says he only hopes that any 
future leaders in his audience take note of what he says and see to it such atrocities never 
happen again. 

3/11
Mary Hidalgo
Mary Hidalgo has volunteered as a docent at the Sunnyvale Heritage Park Museum for 38 
years, and she just celebrated her 100th birthday with family and museum friends! One 
could argue that she is celebrating her 25th birthday as she was born on Leap Day, 
February 29, 1920. As a museum volunteer Mary patiently explains to all visitors how the 
museum was founded and what treasures it contains. But for 16 years, Mary has also 
volunteered at the VA hospital, logging 20,000 hours of volunteer service. She continues 
to aid veterans through her service to the American Legion Auxiliary as well. In her spare 
time Mary likes to garden and crochet. But her true joy is her excellent sense of humor. 
She is quick to make jokes and truly enjoys seeing others smile as she lifts their spirits. 
https://heritageparkmuseum.org/

3/8
Judi Shils
Judi has spent the last 24 years of her life spearheading grassroots community projects. In 
2002 the dearth of answers around Marin County's high cancer rates led Judi to found the 
nonprofit Search for the Cause, now Turning Green.  This is a global, student-led 
movement advocating for healthy food, safer products, and ethical businesses. She is also 
the force behind Conscious Kitchen, a paradigm shifting model for school food service. 
Conscious Kitchen is transitioning school meals from pre-packaged and processed, to 
chef-prepared, scratch cooked local, organic food, cooked in on-site zero waste kitchens. 
Believing that access to healthy food is a right, not a privilege, she began this work on a 
campus where 95% of children live below the poverty line, qualifying for free-and-
reduced government-subsidized school meals. Judi has also been a consultant with the 



California Coastal Commission around public education for the past two decades. She is 
also a mom, which she considers to be her most important role:)!
https://turninggreen.org/

 

 

3.25.2020

Tamra Peters
Tamra Peters is the founder & Executive Director of Resilient Neighborhoods, a non-
profit that helps individuals do their part to address climate change by reducing their own 
carbon emissions.  Through it, Tamra  teaches individual how to  build resilience in their 
own communities by becoming prepared for emergencies or disruptions, getting to know 
neighbors (who may be the only people there to help each other), and supporting local 
business and agriculture who may sustain communities when outside supplies are 
unavailable. (More important now in the face of the current Covid-19 pandemic. ) Tamra 
and her army of climate action volunteers offer free 5-session workshops that teach folks 
scores of options for reducing carbon emissions. So far, Tamra says nearly 1,500 Marin 
County residents have reduced 9 million pounds of CO2 pollution through Resilient 
Neighborhoods. Tamra says she has dedicated her life to people and nature. And 
Resilient Neighborhoods is a passion project for her. 

 


