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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CHICAGO
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE

SECOND QUARTER 2013

1. School Reform and Education: Efforts to improve student performance and achievement, 
making sure teachers are performing well in the classroom and general educational issues 
in Chicago and suburbs.

2. Business and Job Development: Creating an economic climate that supports small 
business and entrepreneurs.  Provide assistance to develop new businesses and jobs in 
distressed economic areas.  

3. Crime and Violence: Support of community policing efforts in Chicago, efforts to reduce 
gang activity and the spread of gangs into the suburbs, ensuring that the police 
department operates legally and with respect the communities it serves.

4. Neighborhood and Suburban Development: Efforts within the City of Chicago to 
promote neighborhood cohesion, economic opportunities and housing.
Infrastructure concerns.

5. Civil Rights: Enforcing legal rights and developing respect for different races and ethnic 
groups as well as religious differences; gay and lesbian issues; immigration issues.

6. Family Issues: Helping to maintain stable families; parental education; finding permanent 
homes for children in state care.  

7. Health Care: Providing adequate facilities for health care, particularly indigent care; 
providing affordable health care and access to services.

8. Voter Information: Helping voters make personal election decisions by giving insights 
into those that are running for offices in upcoming elections.

9. Transportation: Maintenance, improvement and safety of Chicago’s transportation 
system, including the airports, commuter rail service, and highway development.
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WXRT - FM
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

SECOND QUARTER, 2013

1. Pubic Affairs Program: April 20th, May 18th & June 15th at 6am. 
Duration: (30:00).  Hosted by Terri Hemmert, this locally produced show features 
interviews with authors and professionals regarding issues of local and national concern.

2. At Issue: Saturdays & Sundays, except April 20th, May 18th & June 15th at 6am. 
Duration:  (30:00) Locally produced interview show featuring top newsmakers    
discussing state and community issues.

I.     SCHOOL REFORM AND EDUCATION



Issues and Programs Report 2nd Quarter, 2013

93XRT Chicago’s Finest Rock Page 5

At Issue
April 14, 2013
Guests: Barbara Byrd Bennett/ CEO Chicago Public Schools  
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Bennett started off the program by giving an update on the “school action plan,” which is 
a plan to consolidate Chicago’s public schools. The plan is currently in its third phase; which 
means community members give their input about the school closings and consolidation to the 
CPS board.  Bennett said CPS is not going to budge on the decision to close some schools in 
Chicago.  One thing CPS learned from the community is how to have the safest route for 
children to get to school.  Bennett said the emotions from the community about the decision to 
close some schools were expected but for anyone to claim that this was “race base” was 
disappointing.  When schools start again, Bennett said parents will see the immediate results, like 
better classrooms and computer labs, and will realize that the CPS respects their children.  
Bennett said she does not know how many teachers will be let go because of the school closings.  
Bennett said the issues with parents are not what and how many teachers will lose their jobs but 
the safety of their children and the type of education their child will receive.  There is a list of 
requirements that each school had to meet in order for them to stay open and be considered a 
high performing school.  Bennett said one of the things that made a school high performing is its 
truancy policy.  Once the school consolidation plan is over the next thing Bennett would like to 
work on is how to improve academics and support for teachers.   

Public Affairs Program
April 20 & May 18, 2013
Guests: 6 poets from Oak Park River Forest High School. 
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Topic:  The April Public Affairs show featured discussed education issues including why the arts 
are an important part of an education, how poetry has connected them with their peers of all 
different backgrounds, and how the arts can help deal with the issues of violence faced by many 
young people in Chicago.

At Issue
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April 21 & 27, 2013
Guests: Karen Lewis/ President of the Chicago Teachers Union    
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Karen Lewis claimed the City of Chicago said it would close “under-utilized” schools 
and not “under- performing” schools, which CPS, she said, did not do.  Lewis said schools 
should be closed if they are under-utilized and underperforming.  Lewis said school closings 
have never worked and the city is trying to make it look like school closings are a good thing.  
Lewis said it is not true that the students being relocated to different schools will be in a better 
environment.  She also said there are a number of schools on the closing list that should not be 
there.  Lewis said some parents are worried because they had to fight to get a teacher’s aide for 
their child at their old school and now there is no guarantee their child will continue to have a 
teacher’s aide at the new school.  Lewis said the Chicago Teachers Union is very serious about 
finding a candidate to run for mayor against Rahm Emanuel, as well as other candidates to run 
for office in Chicago.  

At Issue
May 5 & 11, 2013
Guests:  Tammy Duckworth/Congresswoman 8th district 

                          Peter Roskam/Congressman 6th district 
10 minutes of 30 minute program

Tammy Duckworth was on the campus of the College of DuPage talking to students and 
administrators about college affordability.  Duckworth told Craig Dellimore the immediate issue 
with college loans is that without congressional participation the student loan rate will double by 
summer. Duckworth said she has co-sponsored a bill to keep the loan rates low. 

At Issue
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May 26 & June 1, 2013
Guests: Sylvia Chavez/ Parent Charter Parents United 

 Wendy Katten/ President Raise Your Hand Coalition     
30 minutes of 30 minute program

This past week the Chicago School Board approved the Emanuel Administration’s plan 
to close 49 schools this year and one next year.  On this week’s ‘At Issue’ two women shared 
their perspectives on the school closings.  Katten started off the show by saying she was 
surprised that the school closings actually happened.  Chavez said there were many parents from 
charter schools at the Chicago School Board meeting fighting for the right for every child to have 
a free, high quality education.  She said if that means closing some schools, “so be it,” but she 
said parents should have the right to choose the type of education their child should receive.  
Chavez said charters schools do not receive the same type of funding as public schools.  Katten 
said she is not opposed to charters schools, but she calls it a misrepresentation that such schools 
are better than standard schools, and that there’s a lack of discussion of what charter schools 
actually are.  Katten said she has walked through many thriving schools that wound up on the 
closing list.  Katten insisted she never said there should *not* be school closings, but she did not 
like the way CPS was doing it.  Chavez said she believes any hostility towards  charter schools is 
caused by a lack of information and all she is trying to do is provide the best education possible 
for her children.  Katten said you should never “boo” a parent for making the choice to send their 
child to a charter schools.  She said it’s not the parents’ fault but the school system’s fault for 
creating an environment that leads parents to prefer sending their children to charter schools. 

Public Affairs Program
June 15, 2013
Guests: Maribeth Joy, Executive Directore of CircEsteem
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Topic:  CircEsteem is an organization that teaches at-risk kids circus skills and gives them a 
chance to perform.  Students are offered tutoring and counseling programs as well as the ablity to 
apply for college scholarships.  Three of the students that participate also joined the program: 
Lois Chermansky, age 13, Marhawit Tekle, age 9, and Edith Kerne, age 18.  
Covered education issues and how important after school, arts-related programs are for young 
people.  Also, how XRT listeners can get involved and help make these services available.

II.  BUSINESS AND JOB DEVELOPMENT 
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At Issue
May 5 & 10, 2013
Guests:  Tammy Duckworth/Congresswoman 8th district 

                          Peter Roskam/Congressman 6th district 
5 minutes of 30 minute program

Duckworth introduced the “Troop Talent Act,” a program to help veterans bring their wars skills 
to the workforce.  Duckworth explained what the program does for veterans. 

At Issue
May 5 & 10, 2013
Guests:  Tammy Duckworth/Congresswoman 8th district 

                          Peter Roskam/Congressman 6th district 
5 minutes of 30 minute program

Congressman Peter Roskam talked to Craig Dellimore about why Congress is having a 
hard time coming up with an agreement for tax reform.  Roskam said he feels that there is a 
perception in Congress that if one side wins another side loses.  In order for Congress to work 
properly, Roskam feels that everyone needs to approach everything as a “win-win situation”. 

At Issue
June 2 & 8, 2013
Guests: Robin Kelly/Congresswoman second district
8 minutes of 30 minute program 

Congresswoman Robin Kelly has had a busy two months as she takes over the role that 
was once held by former Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr.  Kelly began the ‘At Issue’ program by 
talking about her experience in Congress thus far and what she hopes to accomplish for her 
district in the future.  

At Issue
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June 9, 2013
Guests:  John Cullerton/Democratic Senate President 

  Judy Barr Topinka/Republican State Comptroller
  Brian Hamer/Director of the Illinois Department of Revenue
  Toi Hutchinson/Democratic State Senator 
  Chris Magnuson/Illinois Farm Bureau 

              Ralph Martire/CBTA Executive Director  
30 minutes of 30 minute program 

Craig Dellimore was the moderator for a panel discussion at the Annual Fiscal 
Symposium put on by the Center for Tax and Budget Accountability.  This week’s ‘At Issue’ 
show too highlights from that program.  Cullerton started off telling the audience that Illinois is 
paying down its pension debt and explained how they were doing that. Cullerton said it is 
cheaper to retire in Illinois than in Florida because while Florida may not have an income tax 
they have a sales tax on everything, and retirees in Illinois do not pay an income tax.  Topinka 
gave her thoughts on the pension situation in Illinois.  Hamer talked about how the state’s 
sources of revenue are not producing nearly enough.   Hutchinson talked about the tax system in 
Illinois and said investing in education is the smartest thing you can do.  Magnuson followed 
Hutchinson and spoke about what it would take to improve the state’s business environment.  
Martire was the last speaker on the panel and he talked about why there needs to be changes in 
the system.    

III. CRIME AND VIOLENCE
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At Issue
April 7 & 13, 2013
Guests: Mark Kirk/Illinois U.S. Senator
2 minutes of 30 minute program

Kirk said criminals will always violate the laws to get weapons.  To decrease crime, Kirk 
said he wants to target the gangs that cause the most harm, such as the Gangster Disciples.  Kirk 
said there are many people in this country who support the National Rifle Association, and you 
should never underestimate the influence they have. Kirk said there are many people who 
applied but were denied a FOID card, which is appropriate because some people, like those with 
mental disabilities, should not have one. Kirk said it is important we make sure that another mass 
school shooting, like the one in Newtown, Connecticut, never happen again.  

Public Affairs Program
April 20 & May 18, 2013
Guests: 6 poets from Oak Park River Forest High School. 
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Topic:  The April Public Affairs show featured discussed education issues including why the arts 
are an important part of an education, how poetry has connected them with their peers of all 
different backgrounds, and how the arts can help deal with the issues of violence faced by many 
young people in Chicago.

At Issue
June 2 & 8, 2013
Guests: Robin Kelly/Congresswoman 2nd District
5 minutes of 30 minute program 

Kelly said she is not against guns, but feels that laws are needed to be put in place to hold 
people accountable who own and/or use guns.  She said she is not trying to take   guns from gun 
owners.  Kelly said it was disappointing that the Senate did not pass the background check bill.  
Kelly commented on the dispute between Senator Mark Kirk and Congressman Bobby Rush 
(Senator Kirk wants to arrest 18,000 Disciple Gang members and Congressman Rush says that is 
a bad idea).  Kelly said there is no one solution to combat violence and while we need gun safety 
laws we also need to focus on other ways to decrease violence.   

IV. NEIGHBORHOOD AND SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT
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At Issue
June 16 & 22, 2013
Guests:  Mary Kenney/Executive director of IHDA

  Ottomar Cole/Owner who used IHDA services 
            30 minutes of 30 minute program

Home ownership was the topic for this ‘At Issue’ program.  Kenney started off the 
program explaining what the Illinois Housing Development Authority is and what it does.  
Kenney explained what people need to be sure they’re ready to purchase a home. Kenney said 
the benefit of the IHDA is that it is reliable.  Cole, a taxi driver, went through IHDA to purchase 
his current home and talked about his experience with IHDA and how he was helped.  Kenney 
talked about the current housing market and said the biggest problem IHDA faces is dealing with 
individual credit scores. 
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V. CIVIL RIGHTS
 

At Issue
May 5 & 11, 2013
Guests:  Tammy Duckworth/Congresswoman 8th District 

                          Peter Roskam/Congressman 6th District 
2 minutes of 30 minute program

With the uprising and civil war in Syria, Roskam said it was a mistake for the Obama 
administration to say it will do nothing unless chemical weapons are used.

At Issue
May 19 & 25, 2013
Guests:     Chris Robling/Moderator of the forum

     David Hoffman/Attorney and member of the Illinois Reform Coalition
     Kathleen Petrowsky/Security Director at O’Hare Airport
     Thomas Durkin/Civil liberties attorney

            30 minutes of 30 minute program 

Host Craig Dellimore went to a forum titled “Safety, Security and Privacy after Boston,” 
which was an event put on by the Union League Club of Chicago.  Robling got the discussion 
started by explaining the purpose of this forum.  Hoffman referred to the recent Boston 
bombings, and said there are two constitutional rights that are impacted by any future response.  
He was referring to the 4th Amendment, which prohibits unreasonable search and seizure, and 
the 5th Amendment, which is the privilege against self-incrimination.  Petrowsky talked about 
the mission and role of the Transportation Security Administration (TSA). Rounding up the 
discussion was Durkin, who said once you start giving up civil liberties, you do not get them 
back.  Durkin gave statistics on terrorist attacks nationally and internationally.  The panel then 
answered questions from the audience.   

At Issue
June 2 & 8, 2013
Guests: Robin Kelly/Congresswoman second district
14 minutes of 30 minute program  

Kelly said she is optimistic that immigration reform will happen and that the vast 
majority of both Republicans and Democrats want to see it get done.  Kelly talked about her 
work with Nancy Pelosi to help working women and working mothers in the workforce.  On 
same-sex marriage, Kelly said since she has been in office it has not been discussed in Congress.  
She said she is surprised that gay marriage has yet to be passed by the Illinois Legislature.    

At Issue
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June 30, 2013
Guests:  Terry Pastika/Outgoing Executive Director, Citizen Advocacy Center        

  Maryam Judar/New executive director, Citizen Advocacy Center
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Pastika started off the program explaining what the Citizen Advocacy Center is and what 
it does.  Judar explained the role of community lawyers at the Citizen Advocacy Center.  Part of 
their role, she said, is community organizing.  Pastika said she will be leaving her current role, 
because it is time to help the center grow.  She said her focus will be on how to expand the 
center, and she cannot do that while working on the day to day operations.  Judar said the 
organization wants to work on civic education for young people and to bring a new awareness to 
democracy in the school setting.  Judar said there are still a lot of problems when gathering 
information from government officials.  Pastika said there is a transparency problem in Illinois. 

VI. FAMILY ISSUES
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At Issue
April 7 & 13, 2013
Guests: Mark Kirk/Illinois U.S. Senator  
5 minutes of 30 minute program

On the issue of gay marriage, Kirk said the job of the government is to make sure every 
individual in this country is treated fairly and with dignity.  Kirk said the Republican Party is not 
as hardcore against gay marriage as people think.  He said many people within his party 
supported his decision to endorse gay marriage publicly. 

At Issue
April 7 & 13, 2013
Guests:  Rahm Emanuel/Mayor of Chicago

  Ezekiel Emanuel/Health advisor to President Obama
15 minutes of 30 minute program

Two of the Emanuel brothers sat down with Craig Dellimore to talk about Ezekiel’s new 
book, Brothers Emanuel: A Memoir of an American Family.  Ezekiel said his brother Rahm was 
quiet growing up.  He also said life events changed Rahm, specifically Ezekiel’s departure from 
the home, plus a hand accident Rahm suffered.   Rahm talked about his accident, losing a finger, 
and his experience in the hospital.  The brothers talked about their mother’s activism in the Civil 
Rights movement and how that affected them.  They also shared stories about their childhood.  

At Issue
May 12, 2013
Guests:    Joyce Gallagher/Executive Director Chicago Area Plan on Aging 

    Courtney Hedderman/Associate Director Chicago AARP  
                            Jonathan Michael/Attorney, adjunct prof at John Marshall Law School 
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30 minutes of 30 minute program

The topics for this week’s “At Issue” were the issues and challenges associated with 
getting old, and the aging of America.  The discussion included a three person panel. Hedderman 
started off the program by talking about the options people have and activities people can do 
when they get older.  Gallagher said that ageism is huge in this country and as people age they 
feel like they lose their influence in society.  Gallagher said his organization provides seniors 
centers to get seniors active.  He said they also provide preventative health care access to the 
elderly.  Michael gave legal advice on how to make sure an individual gets the health care they 
need.  Michael said many people have a difficult time talking about the financial issues 
associated with getting older.  Hedderman talked about the impact the Affordable Health Care 
Act will have on seniors. In addition to health, there was discussion about fraud.  Michael talked 
about what seniors can do to avoid fraud and what they should do if they are victims of fraud. 
Gallagher said many older people are embarrassed about being victims of abuse because often 
such abuse is done by family members.  Gallagher said the Chicago Area Plan on Aging’s goal is 
to make sure people live independently as long as possible.  Michael talked how important it is to 
meet with professionals to make sure the transition from working to retirement is a smooth one.  
Gallagher said what seniors really want is to leave a legacy.  

VII. HEALTH CARE 

At Issue
April 7 & 13, 2013
Guests: Mark Kirk/ Senator 
4 minutes of 30 minute program
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Senator Kirk said his health is much better after suffering a stroke last year.  He said he is 
able to walk around now and get work done; so he is very happy. Kirk said going through rehab 
is a bit like going to boot camp; the more work you put in the better the results.  Kirk said his 
health scare changed the way he looks at his job.  While recovering from his stroke he said he 
thought long and hard about the future of the United States and he wants to emphasize the things 
that make this country so attractive to other people.  

At Issue
April 28 & May 4, 2013
Guests: Dr. LaMar Hasbrouch/Director Illinois Department of Health  
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Dr. Hasbrouch began the program by explaining why incidents of pertussis, better known 
as whooping cough, are on the rise.  He said not enough people are getting shots and sticking to 
their vaccination schedules.  With more people using the internet as a way to research different 
health problems, Hasbrouch warns people should be careful because there is a lot of 
misinformation and information people could misinterpret.  Hasbrouch explained what a vaccine 
is and what it does once it is inside the body.  He said society is impacted when people do not 
vaccinate their children.  With April being sexual transmitted disease awareness month, 
Hasbrouch said we need to remind people, particularly young people, that they need to be 
protected when having sex.  Hasbrouch said the number of STD cases in Cook County is rising.  
He also said Latinos and African Americans have higher health risks.  But he said that may be 
tied to some other statistics that show the more money a person has the healthier he or she is, and 
the less money a person has the less healthy he or she is likely to be.       

At Issue
May 5 & May 11, 2013
Guests:  Tammy Duckworth/Congresswoman 8th district 

                          Peter Roskam/Congressman 6th district 
1 minute of 30 minute program

Roskam said he is very concerned about the ‘Health Care Reform Bill.’  Roskam said the 
number of companies following all the rules of this law is “unexpectedly low,” and the impact 
will be felt when the law takes full effect.   

VIII.  VOTER INFORMATION

At Issue
April 7 & 13, 2013
Guests: Mark Kirk/Illinois U.S. Senator 
5 minutes of 30 minute program
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Kirk said he is not currently supporting anyone in any election.  He said his focus   is on 
economic develop and the public/private partnership bill. 

At Issue
May 5 & 11, 2013
Guests:  Tammy Duckworth/Congresswoman 8th District 

                          Peter Roskam/Congressman 6th District 
5 minutes of 30 minute program

 Duckworth said the new Congress spent its first 100 days working on the budget. She 
said Congress did come to an agreement but it was only a short term solution to a long term 
problem.  Duckworth said Congress needs to be in conference immediately to negotiate a 
compromise on budget bills passed by the House and Senate.  Duckworth also discussed her 
biggest concern about the construction of the Western access roadway to O’Hare airport:  
actually getting the project going.  Duckworth said the Federal Government’s role for the project 
is finished.  She said now everyone is waiting on the state of Illinois to get funding approved.    

At Issue
June 2 & 8, 2013
Guests: Robin Kelly/Congresswoman second district
3 minutes of 30 minute program 

New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s Super PAC was involved in the race for the 2nd 
District seat.  Kelly said the Super PAC did not donate directly to her campaign, but did pay for 
commercials that supported her.  She stressed that she does not know Bloomberg personally.  
Kelly said other organizations donated to her campaign, but no one has talked about that.  

At Issue
June 23 & 29, 2013
Guests: William Daley/Candidate for Governor   
30 minutes of 30 minute program
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William Daley stopped by the ‘At Issue’ show to discuss his politics, why he wants to be 
governor of Illinois and what he wants to accomplish if he becomes the new governor.  Daley 
started off the program by giving his take on the leadership in Springfield.  Daley said everyone 
wants to blame former Governor Rod Blagojevich for the problems in Illinois, but he 
(Blagojevich) has been out of office for years and we can no longer blame him.  Daley talked 
about the job market in Illinois and said that the state has to do a better job of making Illinois a 
state where businesses want to do business.   Daley talked about Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan potentially running for governor and how the Daley name, like the Madigan name, 
could be a negative.  Daley said casinos are not the solution to fiscal problems, but he does not 
have any problem with casinos.  Daley said he is for same-sex marriage and thinks it is a 
disgrace that sex- marriage has not been passed in Illinois.  

IV.      TRANSPORTATION

At Issue
April 6, 2013
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Guest: Forrest Claypool/President of the CTA  
30 minutes of 30 minute program

The guest on this episode of ‘At Issue’ was Forrest Claypool, President of the Chicago 
Transit Authority.  Claypool began with a discussion about the CTA’s new initiative: the 
controversial Ventra Card.  The card combines a way to pay for individual rides with a debit 
card.  It has become controversial because of charges associated with using the debit card 
function.  Claypool said the marketplace is moving toward “open fare media,” meaning all 
customers would just tap their card to an automatic reader in order to ride the CTA.  Claypool 
stressed that the Ventra Card is not a pre-paid debit card.  He also said senior discount cards are 
issued through a separate agency and would not be tied into the Ventra Card.  Claypool said the 
current magnetic strip cards will be phased out over time.  The rest of the program dealt with 
shutting down the Red Line for five months on Chicago’s south side to fix the tracks.  Claypool 
said they will run shuttle buses at the closed “L” stops, taking riders to green line stations to get 
downtown. Claypool said the tracks need fixing because the current ride for south siders on the 
red line takes 20 minutes longer than it should to get downtown.  Claypool said the alternative to 
the five month non-stop shutdown was to work on them only on the weekends, but he said that 
would have taken four years to complete.     


