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Personal Finance - 
How to improve your 

saving habits
News 1/5/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Many people focus on fixing their finances when a new year comes around. Sticking with a budget as the year 
goes on can be the tricky part. 
Dave Mannikko at Boyd's Financial Services in Rhinelander says the first step to saving money in 2017 is to start tracking 
expenses. 

Take credit card and bank statements and look at your money flow down to the penny.

He says you should know how much money you spend versus how much money you make. 

"It's hard to have an exact figure for anybody or an exact plan for anybody, so take the time to look at those expenses and 
track your goals. Stay disciplined," Mannikko. 

The next step to saving more money is writing out your wants and needs. 

An easy way to cut spending is to stop going out to eat as much or grabbing that drive-thru coffee. 

Also, Mannikko says to take a look cable and cell phone bills to see if you can cut any unnecessary extras.

A Northwoods school 
district uses the 
Bucky the Badger 

symbol to raise money

News 1/6/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

THREE LAKES - Teaching technology classes can get pricey, but one Northwoods school found a creative way to support itself.

Three Lakes Technology teacher Mike Gorney started using the Bucky the Badger symbol to make cribbage boards and signs. 

Gorney contacted the University of Wisconsin to get official licensing rights.

 He began teaching his students how to create the products as well as custom designs. 

"It's a very expensive type of curriculum to develop and maintain," said Gorney.

 "We're trying to raise money and just help out where the tax dollar may not necessarily help."

Northwoods tavern 
raises money to send 
four local veterans 
on Never Forgotten 

Honor Flight

News 1/6/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

EAGLE RIVER - Four Northwoods Vietnam Veterans will get the chance to board the Never Forgotten Honor Flight thanks to a 
local family. 

Dana Vanden Boom, the owner of The Tiny Tap in Eagle River, raised $2,000 for the tickets. She and her family wanted to give 
back to local veterans.

Rhinelander Finance 
Committee hires firm 

to start city 
administrator search

News 1/8/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - The city administrator's chair in Rhinelander City Hall sits empty.  It's been that way since Kristina 
Aschenbrenner was fired at the end of August 2016.  But the council hopes to find a new administrator in the next four 
months.

Tuesday, the Finance Committee approved hiring a consulting company to start looking for candidates.  The city is using 
Public Administration Associates based in Oshkosh -- the same firm that helped find Aschenbrenner -- at a highly discounted 
price.

17th annual Polar 
Bear Plunge has its 
second coldest year

News 1/8/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

THREE LAKES - On Saturday a crowd gathered on Spirit Lake, to watch dozens of people participate in the annual Polar Bear 
Plunge. Proceeds from the event go towards Angel On My Shoulder. The Northwoods organization helps cancer patients and their 
families. 

Six of Newswatch 12's own took the plunge this year. 

"It doesn't matter how cold it is or how warm it is, people act crazy and have a great time," said organizer Mike Wolf.
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Rhinelander loses 
10.88 million gallons 
of water due to water 

main break

News 1/9/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - You'd think it would be hard to hide nearly 11 million gallons of water. But a water main break in Rhinelander 
helped do that for more than two weeks. 

The break on Phillip Street spilled 10.88 million gallons of water into the lower end of Boom Lake. Water main breaks are 
fairly common, but this one was unique because it went undetected for somewhere between 14 to 18 days. 

Field narrowed down 
in search for new 
Rhinelander police 

chief

News 1/10/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20
RHINELANDER - The Rhinelander Police and Fire Commission has narrowed down the field in its search for a new police chief. 
Those candidates will soon be sent to a third-party consultant.

Ruby's Pantry to 
award $1,000 

scholarship to a 
college-bound 

Rhinelander High 
School senior

News 1/10/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Rhinelander high school seniors can now apply for one more scholarship to continue their studies thanks to 
Ruby's Pantry. 

At the end of 2016, Ruby's Pantry gave $1,000 to the Rhinelander Area Scholarship Foundation to create the Rhinelander 
 Ruby's Pantry Scholarship. 

Snow totals make life 
difficult for highway 

department
News 1/10/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

ONEIDA COUNTY - Heavy snowfall always makes life difficult for highway departments across Wisconsin. That reality was no 
different Tuesday in the Northwoods, as several inches collected on the ground.

Oneida County Highway Commissioner Bruce Stefonek said it was an all-hands-on-deck kind of effort.

Walker focuses on 
filling open jobs 

during seventh State 
of the State address

News 1/10/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

MADISON - Inside a full Assembly chamber, Gov. Scott Walker noted the job market is filled with opportunity.

"You see, without a doubt, Wisconsin is working," Walker said.

Walker focused heavily on employment through his 40-minute State of the State speech at the Capitol Tuesday afternoon.

New Chamber director 
excited for new year 
full of opportunities

News 1/10/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - The new year brings new changes to Rhinelander.

Maggie Steffen started as the new executive director at the Rhinelander Chamber of Commerce last week. 

She replaces Bill Clow, who was let go by the Chamber board of directors last October. 

As a Rhinelander native and former executive director of Downtown Rhinelander Inc., Steffen knows the area well and is 
 excited to serve the community. 

Former GAB member: 
Kinney did 'right 
thing' in resigning 

from Ethics 
Commission 'doomed to 

failure'

News 1/10/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Two months ago, retired Rhinelander Judge Robert Kinney fired off strong words while announcing his 
resignation from the state's Ethics Commission.

He criticized the attitude, secrecy, and inaction of the new board, which was created to oversee campaign finance, lobbying, 
and ethics laws in Wisconsin.

Kinney seems to share frustrations with another retired Rhinelander judge, Tim Vocke.

Rhinelander blood 
drive saves lives in 

local hospitals
News 1/11/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - John Knudsen first donated blood about 10 years ago. Now, he donates every eight weeks. He first donated when 
he was in the military. 

"They asked for it because somebody else needed some," Knudsen said. "It just helps everybody else." 

Blood donations save lives. That's why the Community Blood Center sets up a blood drive in Trig's Riverwalk Center in 
Rhinelander every Wednesday.



Description of Issue Program/Segment Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of Program/Segment

The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

WHOH-FM
RESULTS BROADCASTING OF RHINELANDER, INC.

QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST
April 10, 2017

There follows some of the significant issues responded to by Station WHOH-FM, RHINELANDER, WI, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period 1/1/2017 to 3/31/2017.  

Assembly Speaker Vos 
questions Gov. 

Walker's 
transportation plan, 
wants to keep all 
options on the table

News 1/11/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

MADISON - Republican lawmakers stood dozens of times to cheer during Gov. Walker's State of the State speech Tuesday 
afternoon.

But many Republicans stayed in their chairs and some kept fairly quiet when Walker talked about how to close a $1 billion 
gap in transportation funding.

Walker doubled down on his promise not to raise the gas tax or vehicle registration fees.  Instead, he wants to delay some 
major road projects, borrow more money, and focus on maintenance and safety.

Oneida County Humane 
Society close to 

fundraising goal for 
expansion project

News 1/12/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - The Oneida County Humane Society wants its animals to have more room to move and live before they find a 
permanent home. But it needs to raise half a million dollars to make those much-needed changes to its facility.

To do that, it's asking for help from the community

Back of truck falls 
through layer of ice, 
driver manages to get 

out

News 1/14/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

PELICAN LAKE - When most of us drive out on the ice, we don't think we'll fall through. 

That scary thought was a reality for Ken Wolfe, who grew up in Rhinelander.

On Friday, at around 3:15p.m., Wolfe went to Pelican Lake to meet his son and go ice fishing, but he never made it.

Republicans push for 
DNR changes

News 1/15/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

MADISON - Gov. Scott Walker promised to reshape the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources before he took office  -- and 
he has. 

Now more even changes could be in store as Walker and his fellow Republicans continue to push the agency further toward what 
the governor has called a customer service foundation. 

Critics say it adds up to a diminished agency.

Rhinelander man 
arrested, accused of 
stealing car and U.S. 

mail

News 1/17/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - When police arrested Alexander Durand for stealing a car, they found he had been stealing mail as well.

The Oneida County Sheriff's Office arrested Durand, 21, Saturday for driving a car stolen from a house near Rhinelander. 
During that investigation, officers found a lot of other people's mail on Durand's property.

The mail was from all over Oneida County as well as other counties.  The Sheriff's Office will contact the people whose mail 
has been found.

Large ice storm 
creates slick road 
conditions for 

northcentral Wisconsin

News 1/17/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

NORTHWOODS - Roads stayed fairly safe north of Highway 8 Tuesday, but an ice storm caused a lot of slick conditions south of 
there.

As of Tuesday morning, the state patrol dealt with more than 200 incidents around the region. But for the most part, drivers 
weren't crashing into each other.

Rep. Sean Duffy holds 
town hall meeting in 

Merrill
News 1/17/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

WAUSAU - Snowmobile riders in Marathon County didn't get much time to enjoy the trails so far this season.  The county 
recreation department said Tuesday all snowmobile trails are closed temporarily.

The rain and warm weather made the trails too poor to use.  Marathon County just fully opened its trails Jan. 7.

The snowmobile clubs plan to re-open the trails once we get more snow and cold.

For more info on the trail conditions in Marathon County visit the link below.
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Northwoods Salvation 
Army Emergency Radio 
Network team gets 

mobile canteen trailer

News 1/19/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

EAGLE RIVER - Northwoods emergency workers should find some small comforts of home when they're out fighting fires or 
running search-and-rescue operations for hours at a time.

The area's Salvation Army Emergency Radio Network--or SATERN--now has a mobile canteen trailer. The trailer can carry food, 
beverages, and radio equipment.  Mississippi-based sports drink company Sqwincher had the trailer sitting around and donated 
it to the Salvation Army.

Nicolet College gets 
a boost to it's 
entrepreneurial 
training program

News 1/24/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20
RHINELANDER - Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch made a stop in Rhinelander today to announce that Nicolet College was one of 11 
organizations in Wisconsin to receive grant money for entrepreneurship programs. 

The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation gave out nearly $500,000 in grants across the state. The money will be used 
 to expand and create entrepreneurial programs. 

Rhinelander dog park 
just one step away 
from final approval

News 1/24/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20
RHINELANDER - When Tina Werres started thinking about a dog park in Rhinelander, George W. Bush still held the presidency.

But after a committee approval Monday night, Werres can envision the park's fences going up soon at Pioneer Park.

State representatives 
talk state budget and 

wolf de-listing
News 1/26/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

EAGLE RIVER - In the next couple weeks, Gov. Scott Walker will release Wisconsin's budget for the next two years. Rep. Rob 
Swearingen (R-Rhinelander) and Sen. Tom Tiffany (R-Hazelhurst) thought it would be a perfect time to host listening sessions 
in a number of Northwoods communities. 

One of the sessions was at the Eagle River library Monday. Some people brought up the poor road conditions in the area. 
 Tiffany says transportation funding is one of the items he will be looking at closely in the upcoming budget. 

Wisconsin home sales 
increase in 2016

News 2/2/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

NORTHWOODS - Home sales increased throughout the state of Wisconsin in 2016. The Northwoods real estate market was 
especially successful compared to the past decade.

Coldwell Banker Mulleady Realtors broker Jim Mulleady said Northwoods home sales can be broken down into two categories: on-
water and off-water. 

Off-water home sales have seen a small but steady increase in 2016, but it has been on-water homes sales that have increased 
 quickly. 

Proposal could give 
Nicolet College 

transfer students one 
year of free tuition 

to UW-Madison

News 2/3/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Students transferring from Nicolet College to the University of Wisconsin could get a year's worth of free 
tuition at the Madison campus. 

Students regularly transfer from Nicolet to UW.

Skateboarders could 
see a new skate park 

opening in 
Rhinelander in the 

near future

News 2/6/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20
RHINELANDER - Many people enjoy skateboarding. But if you live in Rhinelander, you don't really have any place to go. Bikes-
N-Boards owner Al Jozwiak wants to change that. He has been building trails in the area for 28 years. But now he wants to 
try building something new--a skate park
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"Taste of Chocolate" 
encourages visitors 
to explore downtown 
Rhinelander this 

Friday

News 2/8/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Some Rhinelander shops and restaurants will stay open extra-late just for you to enjoy sweet treats. 
It is all for "Taste of Chocolate" that kicks off Friday.

More than 30 businesses will offer a chocolate treat in downtown Rhinelander. 

You might find traditional chocolate candy, or the not-so-common chocolate chili, martinis, or chocolate dipped potato 
chips�"depending on the stop. 

Taste of Chocolate encourages visitors to check out what each business has to offer. 

"Women are not the only ones that love chocolate. It can be a date night or it can be a family event; kids love chocolate. I 
know one grandmother said it is a tradition her and her granddaughter do, so it is bonding time for them," said Rhonda 
Jicinsky of CT's Deli.

Rhinelander City 
Council denies dog 

park
News 2/14/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20
RHINELANDER - Monday night the Rhinelander City Council voted 5-3 against creating a dog park in Pioneer Park. But a major 
supporter of the project says the issue is far from over. 

 "I'm not mad; I'm frustrated with the process," said dog park advocate Tina Werres. 

Rhinelander students 
learn about law 
enforcement from 
police officers

News 2/15/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Rhinelander High School students will live a day in a life of cops for eight days. 

Every Wednesday Rhinelander police officers will hold the new Student Law Enforcement Leadership Academy.

During the eight sessions, which will go until April, students will learn what it's like to be in law enforcement, directly 
from police officers.

Rhinelander creates 
task force to gather 
public input about 

city parks

News 2/15/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Between softball fields and dogs parks, Rhinelander city parks caused quite a stir recently.

To help avoid confusion in the future, Rhinelander is creating a master plan for its parks. The city created a Public 
Engagement Task Force to help gather information. The task force is made up of members of the community who are part of 
organizations that use the parks.

Kost begins part-time 
role as interim 
Rhinelander City 
Administrator

News 2/15/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - The Rhinelander City Administrator's office sat empty for the last five months.  Now, a former attorney will 
fill in as interim administrator.  

Keith Kost started his job Tuesday.  The city council unanimously approved Kost working as part-time administrator Monday 
night while it replaces Kristina Aschenbrenner, who was fired in August.
Kost will make $51,000 a year.  He will not take vacation days, sick time, or insurance benefits.  Kost will receive a city-
owned cell phone and laptop.  He'll also receive mileage.

Southern Wisconsin 
man pleads no contest 
to child sex crime 
charge in Oneida 
County assault case

News 2/15/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - A man convicted in a sexual assault case involving an Oneida County girl last fall will go to prison for at 
least five years.

Robert Weiss, 52, reached a plea deal Tuesday afternoon.  Prosecutors say Weiss drove up from southeastern Wisconsin to a 14-
year-old girl's home in Hazelhurst October 11.

The two met chatting online.  The criminal complaint says Weiss sexually assaulted the girl for several minutes before 
leaving her house.  The girl reportedly asked Weiss to leave before the assault.  The complaint says Weiss told the girl, "I 
can't believe I drove all this way for nothing, I love you..."
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Oneida County highway 
crews poly seal 

potholes on Highway 17
News 2/16/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Driving down Highway 17 in Oneida County should feel a little smoother this week.  It's thanks to a crew that 
isn't too thrilled about unseasonably warm weather.

Oneida County Highway Department workers patched potholes with blow torches, pressure guns, and hot tar.  The process is 
called poly patching.  The workers blow out cold patch potholes, heat the tar to about 400 degrees, then fill in the hole 
and seal it.

Three lakes Students 
put their phones down 
for the "Face to Face 

28" campaign

News 2/16/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

THREE LAKES - Three Lakes junior high and high school students put their phones down for what they're calling a "Face to 
Face 28"challenge. 
About 40 students handed in their phones on Thursday morning and won't get them back until Friday afternoon. 
"I thought I could do it and it wasn't a big deal, but when I actually did it I'm like okay I really need my phone now," 
said 16-year-old Kayla Crump.
Even though they were nervous Crump and her classmates stayed committed. 
"We're just showing awareness because technology is kind of being over used," said 17-year-old Kloey Krusick. 
 "It can be used but sometimes it's abused so we're trying to limit that."
Shutting down their phones and of course the many apps-wasn't as easy as students thought.
"[There weren't any] tears, [people were] more so worried about those snap chat streaks," said Krusick.
Snapchat is an app on your phone that lets you send pictures and messages to your friends that disappear in 24 hours.
 Snapchat was what many students said they missed the most.
Students who decided to lock their phone up all put $2 into a pool. 
Everyone who resists snapping for the full 28 hours gets a piece of the pie. 
Before the challenge some students felt they needed their phones for moments when they felt insecure.
"Like today at the lunch table all my friends left and it was so awkward I just wanted to play on my phone to have something 
to do," said 16- year-old Hailey Baumann.

DNR Warden: 
Deteriorating ice 
conditions lead to 
fishing "at your own 

risk"

News 2/20/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

ONEIDA COUNTY - This weekend many of us may have seen images of a pickup truck falling through the ice on Lake Michigan. 
Some trucks even fell through the ice in Wausau. 

So, how safe is the ice in the Northwoods? 

DNR Conservation Warden Supervisor Dave Walz says this time of year the ice can melt fast, so anglers should be aware of it. 
He says it also depends on the lake. 

"We've seen anywhere some still on the Rainbow Flowage 24 inches of ice out there this last weekend," Walz says. "A few 
other lakes we've seen it as thin as six inches of ice." 

Walz said no one fell through the ice this weekend in the Northwoods. 

No matter the temperature, even if it's below zero, it's never a guarantee that ice is safe. 

"Just remember, it's never 100 percent safe out there," Walz said. "It's always at your own risk." 
Walz said you should always fish with a partner for safety. 

The last day ice shanties can be on lakes is March 19.

Oneida County puts 
out weight-limit 
restrictions for 
roads on earliest 

date in more than 15 
years

News 2/22/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - If you did a double take driving down county highways this week, it was for good reason. Oneida County posted 
its weight limit restriction signs Monday.  That's the earliest those signs have gone up in more than 15 years.

Usually weight limits go into effect in mid-March. Counties put them on to protect roads as frost comes out of the ground.  
Oneida County Highway Commissioner Bruce Stefonek tried to wait as long as possible.
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Local recovery 
service removes car 

from ice
News 2/22/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

ONEIDA COUNTY - If your truck cracks through the ice, your first thought might be, get off ASAP. 

There are workers who head the opposite way--onto the ice to help. 

That describes one local team who carefully went to work on the Willow Flowage in Oneida County in Little Rice on Tuesday. 

"This ain't no joke out here," said Tom Quandt, Jr., the owner of Bulldog Off-Road Recovery Service. "I do get nervous, and 
today's a day I'm nervous because of the ice conditions."

Oneida County 
considers combining 
Three Lakes, Sugar 
Camp ambulance 
services into 

centrally located 
garage

News 2/23/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Two Northwoods communities might trade their own ambulances for what Oneida County thinks will be a better 
combined service.

The county is asking Sugar Camp and Three Lakes to consolidate their ambulances for one, centrally located rig.  A new 
garage would go up near County Highway A on Thunder Lake Road between the two towns.
Oneida County Emergency Management Director Ken Kortenhof says that rig would be staffed 24/7 by the highest-level 
paramedic.  The two towns had a combined 365 calls for ambulance trips to the hospital last year.

Flu season peaks 
earlier than last 
year in Wisconsin

News 2/27/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

WISCONSIN - Flu season peaked earlier than usual this year in Wisconsin. The flu season usually runs from October to May the 
number of cases peaking in March. This year, the flu started to peak mid-February. Last week alone there were nearly 1,000 
cases in Wisconsin. At that time last year there weren't even 200 cases. 

Each year the flu virus is different, which means a different vaccine. The vaccine is not completely effective, but people 
who get the flu vaccine are still more likely to avoid the flu than those who don't.

More than $500k in 
funding approved for 
Rhinelander-Oneida 

County Airport

News 2/28/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - The Rhinelander-Oneida County Airport will finish upgrading its snow removal equipment building this year. 

Governor Scott Walker approved more than $500,000 for improvements Tuesday.

The maintenance building was built in 1978 and expanded ten years later, but hasn't had many improvements since then.

Possible vehicle 
smoking ban

News 2/28/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Second hand smoke can cause cancer and other health related issues. Eight states have passed bills banning 
smoking in vehicles with children. As states crack down on where you can smoke, Corie Zelazoski wants to help protect 
children who often don't have a choice of being around it. "They don't have the right to speak up," said Zelazoski. 

Zelazoski is a Community Health Specialists with the Oneida County Health Department. She hopes a smoking ban in cars could 
be a part of Wisconsin's future. "There are 7,000 chemicals in second hand smoke, 70 of which are known to be cancer causing 
agents. And we know that our children are vulnerable and we want to keep them as protected as possible," said Zelazoski.

Zelazoski lists second and third hand smoke causes lung and ear infections, asthma and even stunted growth. That's why 
 Zelazoski hopes Wisconsin joins the eight other states in banning smoking in cars with children. 
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Snowmobile deaths up 
from last year, 16 so 

far this winter
News 3/1/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

WISCONSIN - The first state snowmobile death of this season happened in Vilas County, the day after Christmas.

"It was a father and son, and the father was killed. That's tough," said Cross Country Cruisers Trail Boss Steve Wolfe.

That crash is often on Wolfe's mind.

"Every day I groom by that area or ride by the area with my snowmobile, I think of that," said Wolfe.

The death of the 63-year-old man from Illinois was the first of 16 snowmobile deaths so far this season in Wisconsin.

Rhinelander dog park 
organizer pitches 

Shepard Park 
News 3/6/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Dog park supporters in Rhinelander didn't get what they hoped for last month. The City Council rejected the 
proposal to put a dog park in Pioneer Park during its meeting February 13.

But after 10 years of work, Tina Werres plans to go back to square one. Werres is looking into putting the dog park at 
Shepard Park along Boyce Drive. That was her first choice years ago when she started fundraising, but the city said, at the 
time, that location wouldn't work with existing infrastructure from the old wastewater treatment plant.

Rhinelander police 
chief finalists down 

to three
News 3/8/2017

6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - The City of Rhinelander could see a new police chief as soon as next week. The search started at 30 
applicants, but is now down to just three. 

The finalists include Oneida County Sheriff's Department Captain Lloyd Gauthier, Rhinelander Police Interim Chief Ron 
 Lueneburg, and Dave Funkhouser, the chief of police from Kiel, Wis. 

Melting snow and 
warmer weather could 
bring early wildfire 

season

News 3/16/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - While most people look at sunny spring days like we've been having and think of warmer days to come, 
firefighters look at these days and think of the potential for wildfires.

Spring is usually the worst time of year for wildfires.The lack of snow on the ground and low humidity dries out grass

Dave Funkhouser named 
new Rhinelander 
Police chief

News 3/16/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Dave Funkhouser found himself full of emotions Thursday afternoon.

"Still a little stunned, excited, happy," Funkhouser said.

In a matter of moments, Funkhouser went from candidate-in-waiting to Rhinelander's new police chief.

"[I was] certainly up against the odds, being the outsider, but everything that I've heard and learned about this community 
is they embrace people," Funkhouser said.

Proposed budget cuts 
could impact 
Rhinelander

News 3/17/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - President Trump proposed budget cuts for many national programs, but a cut to one particular program could 
significantly affect Rhinelander. 

Trump wants to eliminate an assistance program that helps rural communities maintain air service. The Rhinelander Oneida 
County Airport has been involved with the Essential Air Service program for five years. The program provides about $1.3 

 million to the airport each year. 

Sen. Baldwin travels 
to the Northwoods

News 3/19/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20
EAGLE RIVER - Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisconsin) traveled to the Northwoods this weekend. The senator wanted to hear from 
community members about the need for more broadband access in rural areas of the state. 

"There are still places in Wisconsin where there is no access to broadband," said Baldwin
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Rhinelander paper 
mill seeking college 
students for summer 

work program

News 3/21/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - Many summer jobs don't pay very well and don't end up leading to future careers.  Rhinelander's paper mill is 
offering both: better pay and the chance at a long-term job.

The mill is looking for at least 40 to 50 people to sign up for its summer work program.  Anyone who is in or headed into a 
two or four-year degree can apply.  Jobs include general labor, like painting, or entry-level production jobs.  The latter 
offers full-time employees the chance to take vacation during the summer.

Oneida County 
Sheriff's Office 

responds to 
Wednesday's shooting

News 3/23/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - The Wednesday afternoon shootings in Schofield, Rothschild, and Weston sent several nearby police departments 
streaming into the area.

The Oneida County Sheriff's Office Special Response Team was one of the many outside departments on scene with their armor 
rescue truck.

Even though the shootings took place nearly 70 miles away from Rhinelander, Sheriff Grady Hartman said their job is to serve 
and protect, no matter the circumstances. 

"We're use to the mutual aid system as when another jurisdiction requests our help. We're able to go and assist them. And 
likewise if we had a similar incident we would request under mutual aid for other officers and deputies to come help us," 
said Hartman.

Downtown Rhinelander 
prepares for more 
road closures as 
final Streetscape 
work approaches

News 3/27/2017
6, 7, 8A 
and 5p

:20

RHINELANDER - People lived through detours, dust, and demolition throughout most of 2016 in downtown Rhinelander. Residents 
won't see that kind of work in 2017, but the city is planning more closures and road work to finish up the Streetscape 
Project.

Crews will start with the Davenport Street Bridge shutting down for a month in starting April 17.  Public Works Director Tim 
Kingman says some sections of concrete, sidewalk, and asphalt pavement shifted, settled and cracked over the winter.


