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5th Anniversary of Alabama’s 2011 Tornado Outbreak 

April 18: Tornadoes: “Is It Five Years?” All week long on Alabama Public Radio, 
we’re looking back on the tornadoes that hit the state five years ago on April 27, 
2011. Twelve percent of Tuscaloosa was destroyed, over fifty people were killed, 
and countless lives were changed forever. The very first victim of the tornado 
APR met face to face was Steve Miller. Now, five years later, I checked in to see 
how Miller is doing. 

April 19: 2011 Tornadoes: “It was sound loud I couldn’t hear it anymore.” Next 
week marks five years since Alabama's super tornado outbreak of 2011. The 
National Weather Service recalls 154 tornado warnings across the state that day. 
The Alabama Public Radio news team will be checking back with many of the 
people our listeners heard from in the hours following the killer storms. APR's Pat 
Duggins put together this audio remembrance from that day. 

April 19: 2011 Tornadoes: “A Tale of Two Cities.” All this week on Alabama 
Public Radio, we’re looking back on the tornadoes that hit Alabama on April 27, 
2011. In Tuscaloosa, twelve percent of the city was destroyed and fifty four 
people were killed. The home of the University of Alabama wasn’t the only 
community hit with a life altering storm that year. And, how Tuscaloosa went 
about the process of rebuilding was considered controversial. Five years later, 
here's  a report card in this "tale of two cities…"  

April 20: 2011 Tornadoes: Tuscaloosa Business Owners Five Years After the 
Storm It has been nearly five years since a massive EF-4 tornado ripped through 
Tuscaloosa Alabama. Twelve percent of the city was destroyed and seven 
thousand people became unemployed. APR’s Stan Ingold takes a look at what 
recovery has been like for those who decided to come back and those who did 
not… 

April 21: 2011 Tornadoes: New Research, Old Problems.  APR’s Alex AuBuchon 
examines groundbreaking weather research taking place in Alabama and the 
impact it could have on meteorologists’ ability to forecast severe weather.

April 22: 2011 Tornadoes: Phil Campbell, Five Years Later All week long on 
Alabama Public Radio we’re looking at the progress of people and areas five 
years after the devastating April 27th 2011 tornadoes.  Tuscaloosa got a lot of 
the attention during the disaster. But, it wasn’t the only community hit hard.  A-P-
R’s Stan Ingold has gone back to the small town of Phil Campbell to see if time 
has healed some of the wounds… 



April 22: 2011 Tornadoes:  A Forecaster’s Nightmare. The April 2011 tornado 
outbreak caused widespread destruction, costing lives and billions of dollars in 
damage.  Local TV weathercasters helped spread the word on where tornadoes 
were and where they’re going. But what happens when the weatherman 
becomes a victim of the severe weather while he’s on the air? APR’s MacKenzie 
Bates has the story of one forecaster where on April 27th, 2011, the saying the 
story hits close to home takes on a whole new meaning. 

April 27: Conversation with Tuscaloosa City Councilman Kip Tyner
APR’s Alex AuBuchon talks with Councilman Kip Tyner about the Alberta 
community in Tuscaloosa and why certain parts of the city are taking longer than 
others to recover from the devastating 2011 EF-4 tornado.

Current Events

May 24: Remembering the “Freedom Riders”
APR’s Alex AuBuchon covers the 55th anniversary of the Freedom Riders, a 
group of civil rights activists who were beaten and arrested while attempting to 
integrate public transportation, and their stop in Montgomery, AL.

May 31:  Fairfield’s Fiscal Future
It's been more than four months since the Wal-Mart store in Fairfield closed its 
doors, leaving many people to find goods and services elsewhere. City Leaders 
are scrambling to not only plug holes in the city's budget but create more 
economic opportunities to people that have lost their jobs.  APR’s MacKenzie 
Bates traveled to Fairfield to find out what’s next…

June 10:  What’s Next for Mike Hubbard?
What’s next for Mike Hubbard?  The former Alabama House Speaker was 
convicted on more than half of the 23 felony ethics charges against him on Friday 
in a Lee County courtroom.  He has no job, no title, and will be sentenced next 
month.  APR’s MacKenzie Bates was there during the tense hours between final 
arguments and the verdict.  



Arts and Life

June 21: The Cuddle Party
We live in a time and society where touching someone is usually associated with 
one thing, and that’s sex. However there is a growing trend aimed at removing 
the stigma of physical contact. Alabama Public Radio’s Stan Ingold did some 
research and has this report on an activity known as the “Cuddle Party.”       
(Runs 06:28)

June 29:  Ed Robbins:  World’s Oldest Polo Player
So, what would you like to do on your eighty fifth birthday? If one Northern 
Alabama native has his way, he’ll be doing more than just blowing out a lot of 
candles. Ed Robbins does more than just play shuffleboard or bingo in his golden 
years. He’s known internationally for his love of “The Sport of Kings.”  APR’s 
MacKenzie Bates reports Robbins has the record to prove it… 


