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4th Quarter – October 1 through December 31, 2020 

Section I - Issues

 The Economy 
 College Sports
 Identity Theft
 Economic Development and Jobs
 Elections/Election Preparations
 Community Policing
 Elections and Health
 Avoiding Fraud
 Health and Community Needs
 Youth Homelessness
 Weather 
 Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic 



Section II – At Issue Programs

Issues: College Sports, and Economic Development and Jobs

October 4, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 27 minutes – George Lawson hosts a program featuring edited comments 
from the 50th anniversary observance of the October 2, 1970 plane crash that killed 31 people 
associated with the Wichita State University football program.   The comments are from a ceremony 
hosted by Wichita State University Alumni Association President Courtney Marshall.    The second half of 
the program features comments from a recent media briefing with Wichita Mayor Brandon Whipple and 
Workforce Alliance of South Central Kansas President Keith Lawing on efforts to help unemployed 
workers find jobs and training.  

Issues:  Identity Theft, and Economic Development

October 11, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – George Lawson presents a phone interview with Acting Kansas 
Labor Secretary Ryan Wright about identity theft issues to watch for with unemployment claims.  Wright 
talks about steps being taken to combat fraudulent claims that have been submitted.   The second half 
of the program features comments from Kansas Governor Laura Kelly, Lieutenant Governor Lynn Rogers, 
Deputy Kansas Commerce Secretary Bill Murphy and Senior Vice President Kris Zadlo with the firm 
Invenergy.   They talk about plans to build an electric transmission line from southwest Kansas into 
Missouri and Illinois, to carry wind power across the Midwest. 

Issues:  Elections/Election Preparations, and Community Policing

October 18, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 27 minutes – KFDI’s Chris Maslen hosts a program featuring comments from 
Sedgwick County Election Commissioner Tabitha Lehman from a recent media briefing on the upcoming 
November 3rd election.   She talks about mail ballots and advance voting and things for voters to keep in 
mind.   The second portion of the program features comments from Wichita Police Chief Gordon 
Ramsay and City Council member Brandon Johnson from recent presentations on community policing 
and the next steps to address community concerns.



Issues: Elections/Election Preparation, and Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic 

October 25, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program with comments from 
Kansas Secretary of State Scott Schwab, taken from a media briefing held during the past week. He talks 
about advance voting and mail ballots and what Kansans should do to make sure their vote counts in the 
November general election.   The second part of the program has comments from Kansas governor 
Laura Kelly talking about increasing coronavirus cases and the need for a statewide mask order.  The 
program ends with a few minutes of comments from Sedgwick County Manager Tom Stolz, talking about 
hospital capacity with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Issues: Community Needs, and Avoiding Fraud

November 1, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 27 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson has an opening segment with 
comments from Michelle Williams on the Kansas Eviction Prevention Program to help people who have 
had trouble making rent payments because of the coronavirus pandemic.   KFDI’s Chris Maslen then 
presents a phone interview he did with Kansas Insurance Commissioner Vicki Schmidt on scams related 
to the coronavirus and a scam involving precious metals that has victimized 1,600 senior citizens and 
other investors.   

Issues:  Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic, Elections/Election Preparations, and Community Needs

November 8, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program with comments from 
a special Sedgwick County commission meeting.  The county’s Health Officer, Dr. Garold Minns, talks 
about the increase in COVID-19 cases and how further steps may be needed to convince people to 
follow health precautions.   There are also comments from a recent media briefing from Sedgwick 
County Election Commissioner Tabitha Lehman, talking about the steps taken for privacy and security in 
the counting of ballots from the general election.   The final segment is a ten-minute phone interview 
with Wichita State University student Justin Campbell, who talks about a drive he is conducting with 
other students in a Team Management course to collect food and hygiene items for families affected by 
poverty and COVID-19. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Issue: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic 

November 15, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s Chris Maslen begins with some comments from 
President-Elect Joe Biden on the COVID-19 pandemic.  He then presents an interview with Dr. Tiffany 
Schwashinger-Schmidt of the University of Kansas School of Medicine. It’s a follow-up on a September 
6th program on the school’s participation in a COVID-19 vaccine trial.  The trial is being done with the 
pharmaceutical firm AstraZeneca, which had announced results earlier in the month.   There are also 
comments from two trial participants, Charles and Sarah Lloyd.



Issue: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic

November 22, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments 
from Wesley Medical Center President and CEO Bill Voloch, along with the hospital’s Chief Medical 
Officer, Dr. Lowell Ebersole.  They talk about the situation the hospital is facing with an increase in 
COVID-19 cases and they call for stronger restrictions, including the closing of bars and restaurants.  The 
comments are from a Sedgwick County Commission meeting earlier in the week.  A second segment is 
hosted by KFDI’s Chris Maslen, featuring an interview he did with Adam Mills, President and CEO of the 
Kansas Restaurant and Hospitality Association.  They talk about a survey the Association recently 
conducted that found a low rate of infections that could be directly linked to bars and restaurants.  Mills 
questions how COVID-19 cases can be linked to restaurants in the state.

 

Issue: Community Needs 

November 29, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 26 minutes – KFDI’s Chris Maslen presents an interview with Wichita 
State University student Tajahnae Stocker, who is the organizer of the ICT Community Fridge project, 
aimed at providing food for families in need.   A second segment is hosted by KFDI’s George Lawson, 
presenting comments from a recent news conference on a program to help young adults who have left 
the foster care system with affordable housing.   There are comments from Jason Mohr, the Great Plains 
Regional Administrator for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Wichita Housing 
and Community Services director Sally Stang, and Tom Buell, the Wichita Regional Director for the 
Kansas Department for Children and Families. 

Issues: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic, and Economic Development and Jobs

December 6, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program that begins with 
comments from Kansas Governor Laura Kelly from a news conference during the past week.  She talks 
about the plan for distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine when it becomes available in the state.   The 
second part of the program features comments from an October opening ceremony for the new 
Molecular Diagnostics Lab at Wichita State University.  Sedgwick County commissioners approved the 
use of federal coronavirus relief funds during the past week for startup costs for the lab, which will 
handle up to 4,500 coronavirus tests per day.   The ceremony featured comments from WSU Interim 
President Rick Muma; Senior Vice President for Industry and Defense Programs, Dr. John Tomblin; the 
Director of the MDL, Dr. Joel Alderson; Assistant Professor Sara Nickel with the WSU Department of 
Medical Laboratory Sciences; Sedgwick County Commission Chairman Pete Meitzner and Kansas 
Governor Laura Kelly. 



Issues: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic, and Youth Homelessness 

December 13, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program that begins with 
comments related to the COVID-19 vaccine that will be shipped out during the next week.  There are 
comments from Sedgwick Count Deputy County Manager Tim Kaufman on the county’s perspective of 
the vaccine.  Next there are comments from a recent news conference with Dr. Lee Norman of the 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment, and he talks about the special container the Pfizer 
vaccines will be shipped in.   There are comments from former Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson, now 
President of the American Health Care Association and the National Center for Assisted Living.  Former 
Governor Parkinson and the Association’s Chief Medical Officer, Dr. David Gifford, recently had a 
conference call talking about the need to make nursing homes and staff the priority for receiving the 
coronavirus vaccine.  The final segment of the program is a phone interview with Wichita Children’s 
Home CEO Debbie Kennedy about a new youth homeless shelter that opened in September.  The shelter 
is for youth ages 18 to 21 who have aged out of foster care or have other circumstances that made them 
homeless.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Issues: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic, and Weather 

December 20, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program that begins with 
comments from Kansas Governor Laura Kelly on the deaths from the COVID-19 pandemic, along with an 
update on the ongoing public information campaign to urge people to get tested and take health 
precautions.   She also talks about the COVID-19 vaccine that is being provided to health care workers 
and long-term care staff and residents.    The second part of the program is a phone interview with 
Warning Coordination Meteorologist Chance Hayes of the National Weather Service office in Wichita.  
The interview focuses on the past year in weather and looks ahead to the winter season.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Issue: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic, and Community Needs

December 27, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s Chris Maslen hosts a program that centers on the 
"Kansas Beats the Virus Campaign" led by the Kansas Leadership Center. The interviewee was KLC 
President and CEO Ed O'Malley, who discussed the actions taken by the organization to help facilitate 
community involvement and leadership across the state to ensure the spread of the virus slows. We 
talked about KLC's findings as far as people's willingness to become involved, short and long-term 
solutions discussed and created as a result of the community meetings held in the name of the 
campaign, and how the campaign could potentially evolve moving forward--particularly as the vaccines 
continue to be rolled out. 


