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4-4-21
Cpts Lamont Wright, Sr., 63, is one of the black headboat captains who work out of the marina next to The 
Jetty Restaurant at Wells Cove in Grasonville, Maryland.

They fish for light tackle bottom fish such as spot, croaker, and perch on oyster reefs in the Choptank and 
Chester Rivers, as well as the mainstem of the Chesapeake Bay. Montro Wright is his father and one of the 
oldest black fishermen in this historic tradition. The customers are clued in about this opportunity through 
word of mouth spreading from DC and Baltimore to Philly and across the Eastern Shore. The 50-year-old 
tradition began with Cpt Eldridge Meredith at the Weeping Willow Inn on Kent Island. “Head boat” refers to 
cost ($60) per man, or “head”, on the boat. Current boats in the head boat fleet carry 50-60 head per boat.

4-11-21
Introducing Nick Carter and farm> Back to “Old Growth”

(By Tim Junkin, for Ches Bay Mag) Walking with Nick Carter through his thirty-three acres of greenwood 
boughs and shimmering leaves, a bog fed by a vernal spring, all set on the upper reaches of the Choptank 
River, is to experience a burgeoning forest through the eyes of its steward. One who also happens to be a 
legendary naturalist, a champion for the Bay, salty to the bone, irreverent, funny, and always unflinchingly 
honest. It is early summer, and Nick Carter leads the way, clearly happy in his element—shin-deep in the muck, 
walking stick for balance. The lush canopy sways with the wind, and streaks of sunlight flare through the 
hardwoods and pine, brightening the skunk cabbage and sphagnum moss that thrive in the damp leaf duff. He 
is naming the plants, pointing out rattlesnake plantain orchids growing wild just off the footpath and 
describing the patch of pink lady’s slipper up the way. He is a human encyclopedia, not just on the inhabitants 
of this natural world, but on how the ecosphere works together as a sustaining system, how it breaks itself 
down, re-nurtures itself, and becomes more diverse and richer over time. He is fascinated with the 
mechanisms of natural recycling and hydrologic systems—how a brush pile filters rainwater, forcing it to slow 
down and disperse; how an engraver beetle creates an artistic pattern on a dead cedar tree, gradually turning 
it to compost; and how the soft forest floor acts like a giant sponge, capturing surface water and nutrients, 
filtering them, and enabling life to prosper.

4-18-21
A Walk in the Woods with Nick Carter (cont.) – Vernal Pool intro - food chains – fish migration - 
Aldo Leopold’s “Odyssey” – Return to Old Growth – Decay/Secession – turtles – skunk (plant & Animal)  

4-25-21
Jim Cummins, Interstate Commission on Potomac–Anacostia urban herring restoration project.

Jim Cummins is retiring today after almost three decades at ICPRB. Known as the Shad 
Protector, during his long career he worked on many great projects, most notably was his 
tireless work to successfully restore American shad to the Potomac River. His charm, 
humor, and history lessons will be missed. Please join us in wishing Jim a happy and 
adventurous retirement! (Edited to read ALMOST three decades). Authorized by an Act of 
Congress in 1940, the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin is an advisory, non-regulatory 
interstate compact agency of the Potomac basin states of Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, and 
the District of Columbia. The federal government also is a member. ICPRB was formed in response to extreme 
pollution levels that required a regional, cooperative response by all the jurisdictions. In 1970, amendments to 
the compact empowered ICPRB to address not just pollution issues, but water resources and related land 
issues by two or more jurisdictions. The river’s water quality has in many ways vastly improved, but threats to 
the river (population increases, land use change and the growth of impervious surface, chemical contaminants, 
and nutrient and sediment enrichment) require regional attention. The regional efforts needed to address 
these challenges help to inform ICPRB’s Strategic Plan. Our mission is to protect and enhance the waters and 



related resources of the Potomac River basin through science, regional cooperation, and education. 
Considered the “Nation’s River,” for more than six million basin residents, the river plays an important role in 
the lives of all. Through regional cooperation and partnerships, ICPRB is protecting the river and improving the 
quality of life in the watershed.

5-2-21 
Cicadas Gaye Williams, Entomologist, MD Dept of Agriculture

(The BS)The cicadas are here. While some folks are reaching for protective netting and headgear, tennis 
rackets and fly swatters, others are readying the saute pan and skillet. "Cicadas are the truffles of the insect 
world," says Gaye Williams, an entomologist with the Maryland Department of Agriculture in Annapolis. 
"They're just like any other food commodity, but they're scarce." "If people really want a food experience, this 
is the year to do it because of the huge numbers of cicadas," Williams said. Millions are expected to emerge in 
central Maryland. Before you recoil in horror at the idea of eating the red-eyed bugs, consider these tidbits 
about entomophagy -- the eating of insects: In Australia, roasted witchetty grubs are folded in a dip and spread 
on bread; people in Thailand feast on deep-fried tempura water bugs; Japanese crunch on grasshoppers 
marinated in soy sauce; and don't forget those pickled maguey worms in Mexican tequila. Americans are the 
only ones around who are grossed out by eating insects. For most people around the world, insects are a major 
food source or delicacy," says Williams, whose office cookbook collection includes Entertaining With Insects or 
the Original Guide to Insect Cookery and Man Eating Bugs: The Art and Science of Eating Insects. Her advice to 
the squeamish? "Get over it. How about shrimp, oysters, crab, crayfish, and lima beans? There are people who 
eat lima beans ... mushy, gross, non tasting lima beans."

5-9-21   
Bill Keyes 100, artist/educator/author, (Some disc of race during WWII)
Thanks to Sharon Littig and John Ebersberger.

5-16-21
Wm Snowden “Bill” Keyes – 100th – family - Mtng Castro – MP in WWII Germany

 (w/ John Ebersberger, Sharon Littig, WC oral hist students) 

(Donovan Conaway for the Cap Gazette) One hundred trips around the sun is just one of many great feats 
William “Billy” Keyes has accomplished in his life. A veteran of World War II, teacher, police officer, postal clerk 
and artist. A man with a lot of friends. Keyes celebrated his 100th birthday at his home Sunday with a drive-by 
caravan of Anne Arundel and Annapolis police officers. Keyes said he felt so good with the number of 
community members who showed up to his birthday. More than 50 people were standing in front of his house 
celebrating with him. All those people sang him “Happy Birthday” while he sat in his swing chair. 
“Everything has been tremendously great,” he said. Keyes got certifications from Anne Arundel County 
Executive Steuart Pittman, County Police Chief Amal Awad and Annapolis Chief Ed Jackson. He joked he wished 
the cards had money tucked into them. Jutta Butler, Keyes’ daughter, said the number of people who showed 
up was overwhelming but amazing. “It was supposed to be drive by but a lot of people stopped to talk, which 
is good but never expected this many people,” Butler said. In 100 years you get to know a lot of people, and 
Butler attributed that to the crowd outside her father’s home in the Arundel on the Bay neighborhood. She 
said she gets stopped all the time because of her dad. Keyes wrote an autobiography — Keyes to a Long Life” 
in 2015. He started as a substitute at South River High School after retiring in 1983 from Washington, D.C., 
schools, where he taught special education for 40 years. As police cars were passing by with lights flashing, 
Keyes started thinking about all the guys in World War II that didn’t make it home, let alone to 100.
“They didn’t have the chance to be honored like this,” he said. Eric Keyes, William’s son, said the support for 
his dad has been great and making it 100 is rare. Pittman said Keyes made impressions on a lot of people and 
you can tell by his sense of humor. “He touched a lot of people’s lives and he has done it all,” Pittman added. 
“People need role models to look up to and he is 100 years old, a lot of us won’t get there but this is to 
recognize people that others should look up to.” Awad said enjoyed Keyes’ personality, charm and wit at his 

https://www.capitalgazette.com/ph-ac-cn-keyes-0207-20150206-story.html
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age. She also appreciates the history he carries around with him. “Everyone is endeared to him and they love 
him here, it is so nice to see the community come together,” Awad said. Jackson said there was no better way 
to honor Keyes. “He was a part of public service and we wanted to pay our respects to him,” Jackson said. “It 
speaks volumes about this community showing up to this gathering.” 

5-23-21
Cpt Ed Darwin, Becky D Fishing Charters

(By John page Williams for the Anglers Journal) At 88, Ed Darwin has spent decades mastering his local waters 
of Chesapeake Bay. Becky-D’s old-school Chrysler 318 V-8 rumbles inside her 39-foot juniper-on-oak hull. Her 
owner, Capt. Ed Darwin, walks down to his dock on Mill Creek in Annapolis, Maryland. Capt. Jim Stickney, the 
mate, busies himself in the cockpit, setting out jigging rods. Photographer Jay Fleming readies his cameras. 
Charlie Bryan Jr. and Fred Brooks sit by the kerosene heater, munching doughnuts and talking with Capt. Tom 
Wagner, who lives next door. It’s late November, and this is a trip for friends, though we might “market-fish” a 
couple of schoolie stripers to pay for the fuel. Becky-D should make anyone’s short list of the finest charter 
boats on Chesapeake Bay. A wooden deadrise, she was built by Deltaville Boatyard in Virginia and is fishing her 
52nd season. She cruises at 10 to 12 knots, depending on how clean her bottom is, and she is “trained,” 
according to Darwin, who at 88 is fishing his 60th season as a charter skipper. He has hosted all kinds of 
people, from high-ranking politicians to everyday citizens, some who have fished with him for all his years as a 
guide, since he fell in love with the Bay’s big water in the 1940s. In a memoir he’s working on, Darwin writes: 
“To be able to wake every day for 60 fishing seasons and anticipate a new adventure is a blessing. … Without a 
doubt, the best part of running fishing trips are the fishermen and women who have fished with me.”
He settles into the helm chair as we idle out of Mill Creek, headed toward Annapolis. The small, colorful 
feather jigs that Stickney is setting out are ones that Darwin ties to imitate anchovies. These little “rain 
minnows” are the Chesapeake’s most abundant forage fish, and they are particularly important in late fall, 
when most of the menhaden have left to winter in the Atlantic but serious anglers remain.

5-30-21
Blue Angels interview

(Heather Mongilio for The Capital) The Blue Angels will make their annual trip to Annapolis at the end of the 
month, and the crowds of spectators will likely follow. The Blue Angels are scheduled to come for the Naval 
Academy graduation and commissioning ceremony on May 28, with rehearsal and a flight demonstration 
scheduled earlier in the week ahead of the flyover. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Naval Academy will 
restrict Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium viewing of the rehearsal and flight demonstration to family and 
friends of midshipmen with tickets. And the Yard will be restricted to invited Naval Academy and Class of 2021 
guests and authorized personnel only. But around Annapolis and surrounding areas, people are planning other 
ways to view the jets, many from the water. The Blue Angels are expected to arrive between 11 a.m. and 1 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 25, with a flight demonstration at 2 p.m. 

6-6-21

Jacques Baker on Gilbert Byron – Gilbert Byron: A Life Worth Examining

Before James Michener and William Warner, or more recently, writers like Tom Horton and poets like 
Meredith Davies Hadaway, there was only one real writer passionately committed to capturing the essence of 
the Chesapeake Bay. His name was Gilbert Byron. Some people know of his work, many do not. By choice, 
Byron spent his entire writing career in a small, isolated cabin near the town of St. Michaels until his death in 
1991, very far away from the lucrative and seductive environs of New York City’s publishing world. Students of 
Byron contend his decision to forgo literary ambition to remain authentically tied to his native Eastern Shore 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_Byron


was the price paid for his simple, almost Thoreauvian lifestyle. It didn’t seem to bother Gilbert as he spent his 
life documenting the Eastern Shore through poetry, short stories, letters and through the celebrated best 
seller “The Lord’s Oyster.” 

6-13-21
Doug Levin, Washington College Center for Environment and Culture (CES)

I have a passion for applying marine technologies to conventional and innovative 
explorations, monitoring programs or site evaluations. I am equally interested in creative and 
invisible integration of science and technology in an educational setting, via a non-traditional 
classroom practice, informal programs, or a professional forum. In 2019 my programs took 
me to Venice, Italy, Morocco, the Azores, and Homer Alaska. Let's use a hands-on approach 
to recruit students for the Ocean/Marine/Water Industry. This year is just now unfolding. I am 
strategically located near Washington DC and would like to keep this as my permanent 
address. I am available for domestic and international travel.

Private sector, academic, and federal government positions have involved management, 
business development, program design, proposal writing, technical coordination, planning 
and execution of field operations, preparation of education curricula, data analysis and report 
writing. I have over forty years of hands-on experience with a spectrum of seafloor mapping 
systems, including AUVs, ROVs, navigation, side scan sonar, sub bottom profilers, multi-
beams, ADCPs, and magnetometers. I am also responsible for the development of buoy, 
dock, and autonomous (boat) water quality systems that gather and report data to online 
data portals at intervals as close as 15 minutes. In addition all technologies are being 
integrated into the One Watershed Catalog of formal and informal K-Gray educational 
programs.

6-20-21
Joel Dunn, Pres., Ches Bay Conserv – wildlife & land awareness, restoration & protection 

6-27-21
Joel Dunn, Pres, Ches Conservancy – Protect natural & cultural resources - Partnerships

Chesapeake Trail (Cpt John Smith Water Trail) – Water quality, land preservation

Joel Dunn is President and CEO of Chesapeake Conservancy, a non-profit organization based in Annapolis, MD 
dedicated to protecting Chesapeake landscapes that are vital to the health of the Bay and its cultural 
heritage.  With a regional population approaching 18 million and growing and with tens of thousands of acres 
of open space vanishing each year, the Conservancy strives to restore the health of the Bay and its rivers by 
preserving working farms and forests and protecting the region’s rich history and character, ensuring a 
brighter future for the Bay for generations to come. Dunn leads the Conservancy’s efforts to strengthen the 
connection between people and the Chesapeake Bay watershed as a way to promote a greater appreciation 
for the need to conserve the landscapes and special places that sustain the Chesapeake’s unique natural and 
cultural resources. Under Dunn’s leadership, the Conservancy has focused on using technology to practice 
precision conservation and building successful partnerships with federal, state and local agencies, private 
foundations, and corporations to advance conservation. Prior to joining the Conservancy, Dunn spearheaded 
government relations and project management in the Chesapeake region for The Conservation Fund. His work 
helped establish protection for National Parks, National Wildlife Refuges and National Trails, including the 
Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail. Dunn has also worked on Capitol Hill and in 
conservation science.


